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LEGISUTURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


GOVEENOE. 


His  Excellency  Sir  Witliam  Francis  Dbuhmond  Jebvois,  Lieutenant-GenenJ  in  Hex 
M^'esty's  Army,  Kni^'ht  Grand  Gross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  George,  Gon^panion  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath. 


THE  MINISTEY. 

Premier,  Attorney-General,  and  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation         The  Hon.  Sir  Bobebt  Stout,  E.G.M.G* 

Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster  -  General,  Com- 
missioner of  Telegraphs,  and  Commissioner  of 

Stamps  and  Customs The  Hon.  Sir  Jumus  Vogel,  K.O.M.G. 

Ifinister  for  Public  Works The  Hon.  Edwabd  Richabdson,  C.M.G. 

Native  ^Minister,  Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minister ' 

of  Lands  and  Immigration The  Hon.  John  Ballance. 

Minister  of  Justice The  Hon.  Joseph  Augustus  Tole. 

Colonial  Secretary The  Hon.  Patbick  Alphonsus  Bucxlbt. 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  of  Marine  . .  The  Hon.  William  James  Mudie  LabnaoBv 

C.M.G. 

Member  of  the  Executive,  without  Portfolio       . .  The  Hon.  William  Hunteb  Bbtnolds. 


EOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLOES. 


Acland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canter- 
bury. 

BaiUie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough (Chairman  of  Committees). 

Bamicoat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

Bathgate,  Hon.  John,  Otago. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Brandon,  Hon.  Alfred  De  Bathe,  Wellington. 

Brett,  Hon.  De  Renzie  James,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  Patrick  Alphonsus,  Wellington. 

Campbell,  Hon.  Robert,  Otago. 

Chaznberlin,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 

Dignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland. 

Fitzherbert,  Hon.  Sir  WilUam,  K.O.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington (Speaker). 

Fraaer,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otago. 

Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 

Hazt,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Jolmson,  Hon.  George  Randall,  Wellington. 

Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  WilUam  Ay Imer  Thomas, 
Marlborough. 

Kohcre,  Hon.  Mokena,  Waiapn. 

Lahmann,  Hon.  Heniy  Herman,  Westland. 

ManteU,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wei- 
lington. 

Martin,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Heniy  John,  Otago. 

Mozzis,  Hon.  George  Bentham,  Auckland. 


McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Take,  Wellington. 

Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  Otago. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 

Peter,  Hon.  William  Spcnce,  Canterbury. 

Pharazyn,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 

Reeves,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 

Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 

Richmond,  Hon.  James  Crowe,  Nelson. 

Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 

Robinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Shophard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 

Shrimski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 

Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Cante*- 
bury. 

Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 

Walker,  Hon.  Launcelot,  Canterbury. 

Waterhouse,  Hon.  George  Marsden,  Welling- 
ton. 

Whitaker,  Hon.  Sir  Frederick,  E.G.M.G.ft 
Auckland. 

Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  K.C.M.G*9 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  Canterbury. 

Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 

Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 

Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Hawke's  Bay* 
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LIST  OF  MEMBEES  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVE8. 


AUwright,  Harry,  Ljttelton. 
Atkinson,  Hon.  Harry  Albert,  Egmont. 
Ballance,  Hon.  John,  Wanganui. 
Barron,  William,  GaTersham. 
Beetham,  George,  Wairarapa  North. 
Bevan,  John,  Hokitika. 
Bradshaigh-Bradshaw,  James  Bonn,  Dunedin 

Central. 
Brown,  James  Clark,  Tiiapeka. 
Bruce,  Robert  Cunningham,  Bangitikei. 
Bryce,  Hon.  John,  Waitotara. 
Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa  South. 
Buckland,  John  Channing,  Waikonaiti. 
Buckland,  William  Francis,  Franklin  North. 
Cadman,  Alfred  Jerome,  Coromandol. 
Conolly,  Edward  Tennyson,  Picton. 
Coster,  John  Lewis,  Heathcote. 
Cowan,  Guthbert,  Hokonui. 
Dargaville,  Joseph  McMullen,  Auckland  West. 
Dodson,  Henry,  Wairau. 
Duncan,  Thomas,  Waitaki. 
Fergus,  Thomas,  Wakatipu. 
Fisher,  George,  Wellington  South. 
Fitzherbert,  Henry  Samuel,  Hutt. 
Fraser,  William,  Thames. 
Fulton,  James,  Taieri. 
Garrick,  Francis  James,  St.  Albans. 
Gore,  James,  Dunedin  South. 
Grace,  Lawrence  Marshall,  Tauranga. 
Grey,  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  East. 
Guinness,  Artliur  Robert,  Grey  mouth. 
Hakueno,  Ihaka,  Northern  Maori.      , 
Hamlin,  Ebenezer,  Franklin  Sotith  (Chairman 

of  Committees). 
Harper,  Leonard,  Avon. 
Hatch,  Joseph,  Invcrcargill. 
Hirst,  Henry,  Wallace. 
Hislop,  Thomas  William,  Oamaru. 
Hobbs,  Richard,  Bay  of  Islands. 
Holmes,  John,  Christchurch  South. 
Hursthouse,  Richmond,  Motuoka. 
Hurst,  William  John,  Waitemata. 
Ivess,  Joseph,  Wakanui. 
Johnston,  Charles  John,  Te  Aro. 
Joyce,  James  Parker,  Awarua. 
Kerr,  John,  Waimea. 
Lake,  Edward,  Waipa. 
Lance,  James  Dupr6,  Cheviot. 
Larnach,  Hon.  William  James  Mudie,  C.M.G., 

Peninsula. 


Levestam,  Henry  Augustus,  Nelson. 

Locke,  Samuel,  East  Coast. 

Macandrew,  James,  Port  Chalmers. 

Macarthur,  Douglas  Hastings,  Manawatu. 

Mackenzie,  Mackay  John  Scobie,  Mount  Ida. 

McRenzie,  John,  Moeraki. 

McMillan,  David,  Coleridge. 

Menteath,  Andrew  Agnew  Stuart,  LiangahiUL 

Mitchelson,  Edwin,  Marsden. 

Moat,  William  Pollock,  Rodney. 

Montgomery,  William,  Akaroa. 

Moss,  Frederick  Joseph,  Pamell. 

Newman,  Alfred  Kingcome,  Thomdon. 

O'Callaghan,  Arthur  Pyne,  Lincoln. 

O'Conor,  Eugene  Joseph,  BuUer. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Napier. 

O'Rorke,  Hon.  Sir  George  Maurice,  Hanokav 

(Speaker). 
Parata,  Tame,  Southern  lilaori. 
Peacock,  Thomas,  Newton. 
Pearson,  William  Fisher,  Ashley. 
Pere,  Wi,  Eastern  Maori. 
Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 

Rieesc,  Daniel,  Stanmore. 

Reid,  Donald,  Bruce. 

Richardson,  George  Frederick,  Mataura. 

Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Kaiapoi. 

RoUeston,  Hon.  William,  Geraldine. 

Ross,  Archibald  Hilson,  Roslyn. 

Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Samuel,  Oliver,  New  Plymouth. 

Seddon,  Richard  John,  Kumara. 

Smith,  William  Cowper,  Waipawa. 

steward,  William  Jukes,  Waimate. 

Stewart,  William  Downie,  Dunedin  West. 

Stout,  Hon.  Sir  Robert,  Dunedin  East. 

Sutter,  James  Hutchinson,  Gladstone. 

Taylor,  Richard  Molesworth,  Sydenham. 

To'Ao,  Te  Puke,  Western  ^laori. 

Thompson,  Thomas,  Auckland  North. 

Thomson,  James  William,  Clutha. 

Tole,  Hon.  Joseph  Augustus,  Eden. 

Trimble,  Robert,  Taranaki. 

TurnbuU,  Richard,  Timaru. 

Vogel,  Hon.  Sir  Julius,  K.C.M.G.,  Christchurck 
North. 

Wakefield,  Edward,  Selwyn. 

Walker,  William  Campbell,  Ashburton, 

Whyto,  John  Blair,  Waikato. 

Wilson,  James  Glenny,  Foxton. 


Page  ERRATA. 

F  74.  In  column  1,  last  lino  of  table, /or  "  Hawke's  Bay  "  read  "  Hnrunui-Bluff." 
-668.  In  column  1,  the  quotation  from  page  79  of  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre's  decisions  terminates  with 
the  words  "management  of  the  rate."  The  next  sentence,  commencing  with  the 
words  '*  With  regard  to  local  rates,"  and  ending  with  the  word  "  Lords,"  is  not  a 
quotation,  but  the  comment  of  Mr.  Speaker  (Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke)  on  Major  Atkinson'a 
remark  on  page  562  about  local  rates. 
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ieeUmatization  Societies^ 
K  g.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  646 

ACLA2SD,  Hon.  J.  B,  A.,  Canterbury, 
(bunties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  635 
Gtyremment  Loans    to    Local  Bodies  Bill, 

2b.  6* 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b. 

783 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  485* 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2r.  290* 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  297 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  1b.  and 

2b.  637 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  99* 

Administration  Act  Extension  Billy 
U,  IB.  328 ;  2b.  351 ;  3b.  397 
K  3b.  325 

K  2-  (Dr.  Newman),  761 

Alienation  of  Land  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  430 

Allwbight,  Mr.  H.,  Lyttelton, 
Lyttelton-Christchurch  Railway,  q.  493 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  318 


Allwbight,  Mr.  H. — continued. 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  610 
White's  Maori  History,  q,  9 

Annual  liailway  Tickets, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Samuel),  605 

Appropriation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  831 
Z.C.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  824 

Arahwra  Bridge, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  106 

Assault  by  Police-Sergeant^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  431 

Atiamuri  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Grace),  528 

Atkinson,  Major  H.  A.,  Eqmont, 
Appropriation  Bill,  3r.  831,  8?8,  861 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  797 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

551 
Counties  Bill,  m.  563 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Recom. 

659 
Field  Officers,  q.  760 
Fox,  Sir  W.,  g.  647 


▼I 


ATK 


[INDEX.] 


BAL" 


[1886 


Atbikbon,  Major  H.  A. — eorUinued, 
Fiaherioa  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  418,  498, 

499 
Qovemment  Life  Insurance  Bill,  8b.  558 
Harbours  Bill.  m.  632.  788 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Recom.  554 
Library,  w.  404,  829 
Legislative  Expenditare,  m.  741 
Native  Reserves,  q.  431 
New    Plymouth    Kecroation   Reserve    Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  789 
.New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  146,  203 ;  Com. 

837,338;  3b.  372 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

2b.  314  ;  Com.  415.  417,  426 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q,  105 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  310 
Property-tax  Bill,  2r.  713 ;  Com.  714 
Pubhc  Reserves  Bill.  2b.  713 
Purchase  of  Stark's  Property,  Rep.  Com.  331 
Representation  Bill.  2b.  569,  671 ;  Com.  728 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  826,  828 
Supply — 

Class  11.,  518 

Class  III.,  774 

Class  VI.,  776 

Class  IX..  777.  780 

Class  XIII..  535,  807,  814 

Class  XV.,  811 

Government  Insurance  Account,  816,  817, 
818 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  772,  818 
Class  IV.,  637.  539 
Class  VIII.,  822 
Class  IX.,  699,  823 

Auckland  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  Sb.  104 
i.c.,  IB.  117;  2b.  319  ;  3b.  351 

Auckland  Land  Purchase, 
fc.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Moss),  791 

Auckland  Leaseholds, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  806 

Auckland  Railway, 
h.,  q»  (Mr.  Dargavillc),  138 

Auckland  Rifle-range, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  303 

Auckland  **  Unemployed,^* 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Moss),  411 


Baillie,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough, 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  118 

BaIiLance,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganui  (Minister  of  Native 
Affairs,  Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minister 
of  Lands  and  Immigration), 
Assault  by  Police- Sergeant,  q.  431 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  795 


BAiiLAMCE,  Mr.  J. — continued, 
Auckland  Rifle-range,  q.  303 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  q,  664, 

665 
Brunnerton  Police-station,  q.  647 
Canterbury  Village  Settlements,  q.  408 
Clayden,  A.,  q.  GOO 
Clutha  Gold,  q.  709 

Clutha  River  Floating  Flourmills,  q.  786 
De  Harven's  Settlement,  q.  305 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  455 
Dunedin  Volunteers,  q.  298 
Field  Officers,  q.  760 
Flax,  q.  646,  647 
GumfieUls,  q.  303 
Homestead  System,  q.  527 
Honorary  Volunteer  Corps,  g.  407 
Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  q.  824 
Impounding  Act,  q.  307 
Joint  Library  Committee,  m.  432 
Kukupa.  T.,  q.  604 
Kurow  Land,  g.  699 
Kurow  Runs,  q,  601 
Lake  District,  q,  135 
Longwood  Bush  Lands,  q.  10 
Maori  Lexicon,  q.  135 
Maungatautari  Case,  q.  105 
Maungdtautari  Block,  m.  596 
Moore,  W..  and  Others,  g.  786 
Native  Disturbances  on  West  Coast,  Obs.  19 
Native  Hansard,  q.  19 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  ConB.  o£ 

Amend.  350,  860 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  362, 

363 
Native  Reserves,  q.  431 
Nchua,  E..  5.  644 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  q.  307  ; 

Obs.  430;  wt.  529,  G41 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  32 
Nominated  Emigrants,  q.  17 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  331 
North  of  Auckland  ^laoris,  q.  326 
Ohinemuri  Goldfield,  q.  304 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  864 
Otoki  Natives,  q.  105 

Owhooko    and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatxia  Re- 
investigation of  Title  Bill,  2b.  761,  762; 

Com.  789 
Police  Uniforms,  q.  709 
Rehearing  of  Native  Land  Claims,  q.  605 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  584 
Rich,  Mr.  F.  D.,  9.  10 
Rotorua  Sanatorium,  q.  605 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  2b.  503 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  499, 

500 ;  Com.  631 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  825 
Special  Settlements,  q.  761 
South  Canterbury  Deferred-payment  Land, 

2.10 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  518 

Class  XII.,  806 

Class  XIII.,  534,  535.  686,  807.  818 

Class  XV.,  807,  808,  810,  811 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  L,  702.  703 
Class  IV.,  537,  538,  539, 820 
Class  VI.,  540,  541 


1886.] 


BAL 


[INDEX.] 


BEO 


vn 


Ballahce,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Supply — corUinued. 
Pablio  Works  Fond— C(m<mf^e2. 
Class  IX.,  700 
Class  XIII.,  823,  824 

Unemployed,  q%  787 

Village  Settlements,  q,  787 

Volimteers,  g.  52 ;  ^.527 
. '  Volnnteer  Class  Finng,  q,  529 

Waikava  and  Ranklebum  Lands,  q,  711 

Waikouaiti  Natives,  q.  529 

Wftimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  434 

White's  Maori  History,  q.  9 

West  Coast  Village  Settlements,  q.  825 

Whybrow  Brothers  q.  133 

BdQast'iDagons, 
k,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  G67 

Bajoicoat,  Hon.  J.  W.,  Nelson, 
City  of  Christcharch  Municipal  Offices  Bill, 

3b.  355* 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  123 
Mining  BUI,  3b.  586* 
New   Plymouth   Recreation    Reserve    Bill, 

2b.  759,  783 
Port  Chalmers  Fire-Brigade    Station    Site 

Bill,  2b.  325' 
Sahnon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  290* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  756 

Babbok,  Mr.  W.,  Caversham, 

Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  794 

Qovemment  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Com.  468 

Kaikorai  Siding,  q.  408,  432 

Kensington  Siding,  q.  138,  410 

Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  740 

Uunicipal  Corporations  Bill,  m.  565 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  271 

Oti^o  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  109;  3b. 
110 ;  Obs.  173 

Bepresentation  Bill,  Com.  727 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  772 

Wurau  Gas  Bill,  Com.  130 

Batboate.  Hon.  J.,  Ot<igo, 
Government  Loans  to  Local    Bodies  Bill, 

2b.  7* 
Stoato  and  Weasels,  m.  96* 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  m.  399* 

Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement, 
^.,?.(Mr.  Hobbs),664 

Bter  Duty  Bill 

&.,  Com.  138 ;  Recom.  833,  427 
Ix.,  iB.  428 ;  2b.  487 ;  3b.  541 ;   Obs.  (Hon. 
the  Speaker),  549 

BttTHAM,  Mr.  G.,  Wairarapa  North, 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  800 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  q.  666 
Burnett  and  Yule,  q.  712 
l^yerton-Mauriceville  Telephone,  q.  11 
Government  Printing  Office,  g,  864 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid   Institutions 

BiU,  Rccom.  654 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  East  Coast,  q.  134 


Bbethah,  Mr.  G. — continued. 
Lake  District,  q,  134 
Native  Land  Administra,tion  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  358 
Kew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  269 
Parliamentary  Portrait  Gallery,  q,  409 
Payment  of  Witnesses,  q.  408 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  q.  663,  711 
Recess  House  Committee,  in.  864 

Class  X.,  513 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  819 
Class  VIII.,  697 
Class  IX.,  823 

Bbvan,  Mr.  J.,  Hokitika, 
Bowen-Okarito  Road,  q.  106 
Now  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  253 
Privilege,  Obs.  320 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  515 

Blind  Children  at  School  in  Melbourne, 
/t.,  m.  (ilr.  G.  F.  Richardson),  19 

Bohin  Greek  Siding, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  645 

BoNAB,  Hon.  J.  A.,  Westlandy 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  168* 
Companies'  Branch  Registers  Bill,  2b.  104* 
Harbours  Bill,  w.  354,*  403,*  519* 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  291  ;*  3b.  586,  636,  659 
Public  Bodies*  Leaseholds  Bill,  m.  402 
Loan  Bill,  3b.  591 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  289* 

Bonuses, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  407 

Bowen-Okarito  Road, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  106 

Bbadshaiqh-Bbadshaw,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Dunedin 
Central, 
Government  Contractors,  q.  14 
Minister  resident  in  Dunedin,  f».  789 
Seaclifi  Asylum,  q.  15 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  514 

Bbandon,  Hon.  A.  de  B.,  Wellington, 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill, 

Com.  489,*  544 
Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms,  w.  2* 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  fit.  402 
Settled  Land  Bill,  Com.  352* 

Bbett,  Hon.  Db  R.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  167* 
Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms,  m,  2* 
Settled  Land  Bill,  8b.  400* 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  m.  400* 

Bbown,  Mr.  J.  C,  Tuapeka, 

District  Railvirays  Purchasing  Bill,  Com,  688 
Provincial  District  Auditor's  Report,  m.  670 


VIII 


BEO 


[INDEX.] 


BUG 


[1886 


Bbown,  Mr.  J.  C^continued. 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  518 
Class  VI.,  770,  771 
Class  IX.,  778 
Class  X.,  515,  516, 805 
Class  XUI.,  586 

Waikawa  and  Banklebum  Lands,  q.  711 

Wax  Vestas,  q.  602,  711 

Bruce,  Mr.  R.  t).,  Rangitikei, 
Civil  Service  Heform  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

550 
District  Bailwajs  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  475; 

Becom.  674 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  55 
Library,  m.  830 
Maungatautari  Block,  m.  595 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  m.  867 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  88,  267 
North  Island  Main  Trunk   Railway  Loan 

BUI.  2b.  316 ;  Com.  419,  425 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  810 
Railway  Contracts,  q.  786 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  722,  723,  724 
Robertson,  Ann,  m.  52 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  506 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  773 

Class  VI.,  770,  771 

Class  X.,  510 

Class  XV..  810 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III..  700 
Class  IV.,  537 
Glass  VIII.,  698 
Class  IX.,  699 
Survey  of  Coast,  q,  526 

Brunnerton  Police-statiotiy 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Guinness),  d47 

Bbyoe,  Mr.  J.,  Waitotaa-at 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  857 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  q.  6G6 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  m.  530 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  657 
Harbours  Bill,  Conf .  G62,  738 ;  m.  788 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  55 
Maungatautari  Block,  m.  596 
Minister  re.sident  in  Dunedin,  m.  791 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  m.  357 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  7n.  864 
Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill.  2b.  Ill 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  24.  203.  313 ; 

3b.  890 
North  Island   Main   Trunk  Railway  Loan 

Bill,  Com.  415 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  109 ;  3b. 

109 
Owhaoko  and   Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Re- 
investigation of  Title  Bill,  2b.  761,  762; 
Com.  789 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  724,  725,  726 
Special   Powers    and  Contracts  Bill,  Com. 

623 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  826 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  802 
Class  XIII.,  807 


Bbyce,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Supply — continued. 
Class  XV.,  808 
w.  766 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Cites  IV.,  536,  537,  638,  821 
Class  VI..  540,  541 
Class  XIII.,  823 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  4M^ 
436 

Buchanan,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa  South, 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  Recom.  333 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 
Cross  Creek  Employes,  q.  602 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Recom. 

658 
Flax,  q.  646 
Government  Trucks  on  Manawatu  Line,  o. 

668 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Com.  338  ;  Recom.  552,  554,  555 
Inspection  of  Machinery,  q,  804 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  359 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  240 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q»  310 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  439 ;  Com.  712 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  581 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  507 
Supply—  . 

Class  II.,  518.  773,  774 

Class  IV.,  534 

Class  VI.,  775 

Class  X.,  616,  806 

Class  XV.,  807,  809 

Government  Insurance  Account,  816,  817 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV..  537.  639 
Class  VIII..  697 
Class  XIII.,  824 

BucEiiAND.  Mr.  J.  C,  Waikoiiaiti, 
District  Railways  Purchasing,  q.  410 
Kaihu  Valley  Railway,  q.  64 
Members'  Travelling  Expenses,  q.  411 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill.  m.  565 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill.  2b.  159  ;  Com.  317 
Representation  Bill.  2b.  653 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  505 
Supply — 

Class  I..  743 
Wire-netting,  q.  410 

BucKLAND,  Mr.  W.  F..  Franklin  Norths 
Appropriation  Bill.  3b.  860 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  g.  666 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  Recom.  334 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Recom. 

674 
Dog  Registration  Bill,  Com.  116 
Government  Contractors,  g.  11,  15 
Great  South  Road,  Auckland,  g.  299.  30S 
Ilannaford's  Lighthouse,  g.  133 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  788 
Hunua  Roads,  g.  304 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  741 
Minister  resident  in  Dunedin.  w.  790 
Native  Land  Court  Bill.  Cons,  of  Amend.  867 
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BucELJLND,  Mr.  W.  V, -continued. 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  359 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  48,  286;  da.  881 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

Com.  423 
Parliament  Buildings,  m.  769 
Representation  Bill,  2r.  581 
Supply — 

Class  IX.,  804 

Glass  X.,  804 

Class  XV.,  809 

m.T68 

Buckley,   Hon.   P.   A.,   Wellington  (Colonial 

Secretary), 
Adjoomment,  tn.  229 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  2b.  487* 
CiTil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  167* 
Companies'  Branch  Registers  Bill,  2b.  IDS 
Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Duties  Bill,   2b. 

401,'  428* 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

625* 
Electric  Light  in  Trains,  q.  281 
First  OfiFenders  Probation  Bill,  2b.  171* 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  320  ;  Obs.  829 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  586,* 

587» 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  50,*  281,  285, 

660 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  290  ;  3b.  585* 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

a37 
Native  Lands  Rating,  to.  428* 
New  Pl3rmouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b. 

758, 759.  783  ;*  Com.  784 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  480  ;*  3b.  589, 

Otago  EEarboar  Board,  q.  704 

Property  Assessment  Bill,  Obs.  704 

Property-tax  Bill,  Com.  706 

Public  Bodies!  Leaseholds  Bill,  vt,  402 ;  2b. 

428,'  429  ;•  Com.  520;  8b.  544,  645* 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill,  vt.  749* 
Hailwavs    Authorization    and    Management 

Bill,'2B.  744,»745,*748* 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  289 
Settlecl  Land  Bill,  2a.  820* 
Sheep  Bill,  2b.  290 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  037, 

7o7,'  781* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  122 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  m.  398» 
I'uemployed,  j.  118 

Burnett  and  Yule, 
K  g.  (Mr.  Beetham),  712 


CiDXAX,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Coromandel, 
HospitaU  and   Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Recom.  555,  556,  639 
Kauri,  q.  133 
Sopply— 

Class  X.,  515 
Tluunes  Resident  Magistrate,  q.  €04 


Canterbury  Unemployed, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Taylor),  52 

Canterbury  Village  Settlements, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  407 

Cathedral  Site  (Pamell)  Leaeing  Bill, 
Z.C.,  SB.  50 
7i.,  IB.  104,  229 

Cattle  killed  on  RaUwaye, 
h.,  q.  (Mi.  Fisher),  864 

Chambeblin,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Appropriation  Bill,  8b.  824 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  479 
Railways    Authorization   and   Managament- 
Bill,  2b.  745 

City  of  Christchurch  Municipal  Offices  Bill, 
h,,  3b.  104 
Z.C.,  IB.  117  ;  2b.  319 ;  8b.  354 

Civil  Service  Reform  Bill, 
Z.C.,  2b.  166,  320,  323  ;  3b.  400,  519 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  550 

Clay  den.  A., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Peacock),  599 

Clutlia  Gold, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pyke),  708 

Clutlia  River  Floating  Flottrmills, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke).  707,  786 

Coal-mines  Bill, 
he,  3b.  165 

Codlin  Moth  BiU, 
h.,  Dis.  430 

Colonial  and  Imperinl  Sqii-adron, 
h.,q.  (Captain  Russell),  603 

Companies^  Branch  Registers  Bill, 
Z.c,  2b.  103;  3b.  117 
h.,  IB.  172 

CoNOLLf ,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Picton, 

Beer  Duty  Bill,  Recom.  336 

District  Railways  Purchasing  BUI,  Rocom. 
672 

Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  3b.  560 

Harbours  Bill,  Rep.  Couf.  602 

Legislative  Expondituro,  in.  741 

Library,  m.  405,  831 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
566 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  306 

Nelson-Blonhcim  Lino,  q.  600 

Nelson  Foreshore  ReHorvo  Bill,  2r.  Ill 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Re- 
investigation of  Title  Bill,  Rep.  tiel.  Com. 
707 ;  2u.  701 

Settled  Land  Bill,  2r.  019 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill.  Com.  628 
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•OoNOLLY,  Mr,  E.  T.—contiimed, 
Supply — 
Class  III.,  775 
Class  XIII.,  807 

Govemmont  Insurance  Account,  818 
m.  767 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  819,  821 
Class  IX.,  699 
Te  Whiti,  q.  600 
WaLmato  Village  Settlements  Bill,  m.  437 

Cowan,  Mr.  C,  Hokonui^ 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2ii.  446 ; 

Com.  671,  683 
Gore  Railway-crossing,  g.  104 
Lumsden  Raflway-cvosRing,  q.  104 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2u.  231 
Rabbit  Bill,  2r.  438 
Riversdale-Balfour  Telephone,  q,  492 
Supply — 

Class  IX.,  777 

Cross  Creek  Employis^ 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Buchanan),  602 

Corriedale  Siding^ 
;*.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Rolleston),  062 

Cost  of  RetuTTiSy 
h,y  q.  (Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson),  670 

Counties  Billy 
h.y  m.  563,  698,  638,  739 

Z.C.,  Com.  50,   122,  323;  3b.  328;  Cons,   of 
Amend.  588,  633,  659,  706 


Dargaville,  Mr.  J.  McM.,  Auckland  West, 

Ann  Robertson,  m.  52 

Auckland  Railway,  q.  138 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  683 ; 
Pass.  695 

Government  Contractors,  q.  11 ;  m.  12 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
Com.  382,  555 

Kaitangata  Relief  Fund,  q.  52 

Members'  Telegrams,  q.  530 

Natives  on  Electoral  Rolls,  m.  19 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  187 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 
2b.  316 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  773 
Public  Works  Fund — 
Class  III.,  701 
Class  IX.,  700 

Deceased  Persons*  Estates  Duties  BiUf 
fc.,8B.  331 
I.C.,  IB.  351 ;  2b.  401,  428  ;  Com.  488;  3b.  519 

Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill, 
h.y  2b.  368 ;  3b.  404 
Z.C.,  IB.  428 ;  2b.  488,  525 ;  Com.  544  ;  3b.  584 

De  Harven's  Settlement^ 
h.y  q.  (Colonel  Trimble),  805 


Destitute  Persons  Bill, 
l.c,y  3b.  1 

Dion  AN,  Hon.  P.,  Auckland, 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  2b.  488 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  788 

Distillation, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  Levestam),  532 

District  Railways  Purchasing^ 
h.y  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  108^  q.  (Mr.  J.  C.  Buck- 
land),  410 

District  Railways  Purcliasing  BUI, 
;*.,  2b.  443 ;  Com.  501,  655,  670 ;  3b.  690 
Z.C.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  703 

Disqualification  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  104 

Divisions, 
h.,  Beer  Duty  Bill,  Com.  138,  427 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

371 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  460 ; 

Com.  501,  690 ;  3b.  693 
Dog  Registration  Bill,  Com.  116 
Educational  Franchise  Bill,  Com.  115 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  489,  499 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Com.  530, 

531 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Com.  327,  328,  332,  333,  553,  555  ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  640 
Minister  resident  in  Dunedin,  m.  791 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

565 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  367 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  m.  165,  218,  228 ; 

2b.  280 ;  Com.  317,  318,  319.  337 ;  3b.  397 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

m.  426 ;  Com.  427 
Order  of  Business,  m.  298 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  109 
Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Rein- 
vestigation of  Title  Bill,  Com.  789 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  Com.  654 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  Com.  827 
Rabbit  Bill,  Com.  654 
Representation  Bill,  m.  680, 654 ;  Com.  728 
Settled  Land  Bill,  Com.  655 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  509,  510 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  632, 

633 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  828 
Stamp  Bill,  Com.  560 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  518 

Class  III.,  769,  775 

Class  VI.,  771 

Class  IX..  780, 804 

Class  X.,  516,  517,  805,806 

Class  XV.,  812 

Government  Insurance  Account,  817 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  703 
Class  III.,  701 
Class  IV.,  822 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  482 
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Didsums — continued. 
Wainu  Gas  Bill,  2b.  130 
Ixn  Civil  Service  lieform  Bill,  2ii.  171 ;    Com. 

823, 330,  353 
Goanties  Bill,  Com.  51,  123,  323;  Cons,  o! 

Amend.  636 
Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Datles  Bill,  Com. 

488 
Deeds  and  Instruments    Begistration  Bill, 

Com.  544 
EmpIoYment  of   Females  and  Others  Bill, 

Coml  102 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Com.  588 
Government  Loans   to  Local   Bodies    Bill, 

Com.  323 
Harbours  Bill,  Com.  404 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

50,  284,  320 
Maori  Form  of  Lrgal  Terms,  m.  2 
Mining  Bill,  Com.  525, 543 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Boserve  Bill,  Com. 

784 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  486 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill,  Com.  428, 

549 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,   Com.  623, 

524;  3b.  549 
Railways    Anthorization    and    Management 

Bill,  2b.  748  ;  Com.  748 
Sahnon  and  Trout  Bill,  m.  289 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  758, 

785,786 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  122 

DoDso:^,  Mr.  H,,  Wairau, 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  Com.  384 
New  Zeafand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  260 ;  m.  348 
Private  Bills,  m.  131 
Kabbit  Bill,  Com.  712 
Sheep-shearing,  q.  136 
Supply — 

Class  XL,  773 

Class  VL,  776 

Class  IX.,  778 

Class  XIII.,  534,  535 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  538 
ClassVIII.,  607,  098 
Waiiau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  123 

Dog  Registration  Bill, 
K  Com.  116 

Dreyerton-Manricevills  Telephone, 
A.,  {.  (III.  Beetham),  11 

DracAK,  Mr.  T.,  Watt/iJ:i, 
Balhttt-wagons,  q.  667 
Gorriedale  Siding,  Obs.  663 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  657 
Dog  Registration  Bill,  Com.  117 
DaDtroon-Hakateramea  Railway  Bating,  q. 

497 
Gibson's  Siding,  q.  645 
Government  Labourers,  tn.  496 
Kniow  Cattle- vards,  q.  601 
Kurow  Land,  q.  599 
Kurow  Runs,  q.  001 
Hew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  42,  268 


Duncan,  Mr.  T.— continued. 
Bobin  Creek  Siding,  q.  645 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m,  506 
Supply- 
Class  VI.,  776 
Class  XII.,  536 

Dunedin  Gaol  Warder, 
K  q-  (Mr.  Hatch),  710 

Dtinedin  Volunteers, 
K  q.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  298 

Duntroon-Hakateramea  Railway  Rating, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  497 

Duplication  of  Auckland-Penrose  Railway-line, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Peacock),  786 


E. 

Educational  Franchise  Bill, 
h.,  Com.  115 

Education  Statement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  431 

Electric  Light  in  Trains, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  281 

Election  Petitions  and  oth/tr  Acts, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Macarthur),  645 

Employ7nent  of  Females  and  Others  Bill, 
I.e.,  Com.  100 

Engine-drivers  and  Firemen, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  305 

Expenditure  under  certain  Votes, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Moss),  805 


Fergus,  Mr.  T.,  Wakatipu, 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  085, 

688 
Government  Contractors,  m.  13 
Lake  County  Accounts,  q.  18 
Manawatu  Gorge  Contract,  m.  136 
Martin's  Bay  Communication,  q.  53 
Martin's  Bay  and  West  Coast  Mail  Service, 

5.760 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  139 
Privilege :  Offensive  Words  used,  Obs.  826 
Privilege  :  Tax-remission  Bills,  vi.  552 
Queenstown-Glenorchy  Telephone,  q.  53 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  581,  582 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  515 

Field  Officers, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Atkinson),  760 

First  Offenders  Probation  Bill, 
Lc,  IB.  50 ;  2b.  171 ;  3b.  328 
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FiSHEB,  Mr.  G.,  Wellington  South, 

Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  797 

Cattle  killed  on  Railway,  g.  864« 

Government  Printing  Office,  m.  864 

Library,  m.  830 

Supply- 
Glass  II..  773 
Glass  III.,  769 
Glass  VI.,  771 
Glass  IX.,  778 
Glass  XV.,  811 
Government  Insurance  Account,  816 

Fisheries  Conservation  BUI, 
;».,  Com.  411,  498 

FiTZHEBBERT,  l^Ir.  H.  S.,  Hutt, 

Library,  m.  405 
New  Guinea,  g.  709 
Volunteer  Class  Firing,  nt.  529 

Flax, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  BoUeston),  646 

Fox,  Sir  William, 
h.,  q,  (Major  Atkinson),  647 

Foxton  Wliarf  Charges, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Wilson),  326 ;  g,  (Mr.  Macarthur), 
668 

Foxton-New  Plymouth  Railway, 
/!.,  q,  (Mr.  Macarthur),  493 

Frasbr,  Hon.  Captain  T.,  Otago, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  102 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  854 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill.  2r.  482  ;•  3b.  592 
North  Island  ^lain   Trunk    Railway  Loon 

Application  Bill,  Com.  525 
Otago  Harbour  Board,  q.  704 
Railways    Authorization    and    Management 

Bill,  2b.  745 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  vi.  165  ;  2r.  288* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  I3ill,  Com.  750 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m,  120* 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  m,  399* 

Fbaseb,  Colonel  W.,  Tliames, 
Ohinemuri  Goldficlds,  q.  304 
Supply — 

Class  X.,  613 
Thames  Drainage  Board,  g.  16, 17 

H.  Friedlander  and  O.  M,  Creagh, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Grace),  608 

Fmil  Tariff  on  Railways, 
h.,  q.  (Rfr.  Ivess),  604 

Fulton,  LIr.  J.,  Taieri, 

Auckland  Land  Purchase,  vi,  801 

Ann  Robertson,  vi.  52 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  688 

Impounding  Act,  q.  307 

Legislative  Expenditure,  w.  740 

Local  Option,  q.  137 

Now  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  278 

Otakia  Railway-station,  q.  528 


Fulton,  Mr.  J. — continued, 
Otakia  Telephone,  q.  331 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  509 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  BiU,  m.  501 
Supply — 

Class  VI.,  776 

Class  IX.,  803 

Glass  X.,  511.  612,  514 

Glass  XIII..  634 
Taieri  County  Subsidies,  q,  481 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  BiU,  m.  435 


Oaol  and  Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  761 

Gaol  Warders  and  Gaolers, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hatch),  709 

G<iols, 
;*.,  q.  (Mr.  Hatch),  710 

Gabbick,  Mr.  F.  J.,  St.  Albans, 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  621 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  616;  Com.  655 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  501 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  BiU,  Gom.  C9ff 

Gibson^s  Siding, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  645 

Gladstone,  Mr,, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Guinness),  603 

Gold  Duty, 
h.,  q.  (Mr,  Seddon),  231 

Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  298 

I.C.,  IB.  319;    m.  320;    Obs.   (the  Hon.   the 
Speaker),  328 

Gold  Export  Duty  Bill, 
h.,  m,  (Hon.  Mr.  Larnach),  432,  490 

Goldfields  Counties, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  11 

Goldfields  Report  and  Statement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  432 

GOBE.  Mr.  J.,  Dunedin  South, 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  792 
Government  Contractors,  ?«.  12, 15 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  269  • 

Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  108 ;  3b.  110 
Printing  Paper,  q.  530 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  581 
Supply — 

Class  IX..  779,  801 
Telegraph  Forms,  q.  006 

Gore  Railway-crossing, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  104 

Gorge  Contract  Specifications, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ormoud),  137 
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Gocemmtnt  Contractors^ 
A.,  J.  (Mr.  Dargavilie),  11 

Gooentment  Inauranee  Association^ 
k.,  {.  (Mr.  Ormond),  131, 132 

Qocemment  Labourers, 

i.,  q.  (Mr.  Guiimess),  408  ;  q,  (Mr.  Taylor), 
493 

Qooemmtni  Life  Insurance  Bill, 
L,  IB.  296 ;  2b.  461 ;  Com.  530 ;  3b.  556 ;  Obs. 

(Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  825 
Lc,  IB.  541 ;  2b.  and  3b.  586 

(hcemment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill, 
Lc,  2b.  2 ;  Com.  323  ;  8b.  829 

Cocemment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  (No,  2), 
K  lK-»  2b.,  and  3b.  460 
U,  iB.  486 ;  2b.  524  ;  3b.  542 

Coctmment  Printing  Office, 
i.,  g.  (Dr.  Newman),  868 

Gwemmcnt  Trucks  on  Manawatu  Line, 
i.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  668 

<jjJACE,  Hon.  Dr.,  Wellinciton, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  166;*  Com. 

353 ;  dB.  400 
Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Duties  Bill,     b. 

402 
Government  Loans   to    Local    Bodies    Bill, 

2B.i 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  284* 

New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b. 

783 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  294* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  756 

Obace,  Mr.  M.  L.,  Tauranga, 
Atiamuri  Telephone,  q.  528 
H.  Fried  lander  and  O.  M.  Croagh,  q.  668 
Hospitals   and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Com.  333 
Maangataiitari  Block,  tn.  596 
Native  Lands  Purchase,  g.  528 
Rehearing  of  Native  Land  Claims,  q.  604 
Rotorua  Railway,  q.  528 
Rotorua  Sanatorium,  q.  605 
Sheep  Diseases,  q.  600 
.  Tapaaeharuru-Tokaanu  Mails,  q.  106 

Orain  and  Minerals  Railway  Tariffs 
*,.g.  (Mr.  Reid),  409 

Grand  Juries^ 
fc.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  54 

Grand  Jurors^  Expenses, 
Kq,  (Mr.  Guinness),  107 

Great  South  Road,  Auckland, 
K  5.  (Sir.  W.  P.  Buckland),  299 

Gret,  Sir  G.,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  East, 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  801 
Ann  Robertson,  m.  51 


Gbey,  Sir  G.,  K.C.B.— continued. 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  tn.  667 
Blind  Institution,  q.  307 
District  Railways  Purchasing,  g.  108 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  453, 

455,  467;  8b.  691 ;  Pass.  693 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  418,  498 
Government  Labourers,  m.  496 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  54  ;  ni.  55 
Knknpu,  T.,  q.  604 
Lighthouse-keepers,  q,  603 
Loan  Agents,  in.  648 
Matches,  q.  107 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,   of 

Amend.  858,  360 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  q,  307 ; 

Obs.  430;  q.  529,  530,  641,  642,  643 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  247  ;  3b.  380 
Order  of  Business,  m.  298 
Otaki  Natives,  q.  105 

Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  308 ;  m.  312 
Supply — 

Class  XV..  812 
Survey  of  Coast,  q.  527 
Unemployed,  Obs.  229,  280;  q.  607 ;  m,  COT 
Village  Settlements,  m.  712 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  43T 

Grey  Vaccination, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  609 

Oreymouth, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  647 

Greymotitlir-CUristchurch  Mail, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  600 

Oreymouth  Hospital^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  107,  607 ;  m.  607 

-Guinness,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Grey  mouth. 

Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  w.  666 

Brunnerton  Police-station,  q.  047 

Counties  Bill,m.  504 

Deeds  and    Instruments    Registration   Bill, 
2e.  370 

Gladstone,  Mr.,  q.  003 

Government  Labourers,  q.  408 

Grand  Juries,  q.  54 

Grand  Jurors'  Kxp.'nsos,  q.  107 

Greymouth,  q.  047,  048 

Greymouth-Christc'hurcli  Mail,  q.  669 

Greymouth  Hospital,  q.  107 

Grey  Vaccination,  q.  069 

Harbours  Bill,  Coin.  827  ;  m.  562,  78T 

Joint  Library  Coinniittoe.  vi.  670 

Members'  Tclcgranis,  q.  530 

Old  Men's  Honif,  West  C-»ast,  g.  047 

Representation  Bill.  2r.  578 

Stamp  Bill,  Com.  5G0,  013,  014 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  518,  773,  774 
Class  HI.,  760,  774 
Class  VI.,  771 
Class  IX.,  770 
Public  Works  Fund— 
Cla.ss  IV.,  810 
Cla.v.s  VIII.,  608,  f.OO 

Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  437 
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Gumfleldst 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  803 


Hakateramea  Racecourse  Reserve  Bill, 
I.C.,  3b.  50 


Hakdeke,  Mr.  I.,  Northern  Maori, 
Native  Land  Administoration  Bill,  Cons,  of 


Mongonui-Keiitaia  Telephone,  q.  644 

--    •      "      Bill,  " 

Amend.  359 


Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  367 

Nehua,  E.,  9.  644 

Persons  committed  for  Trikl,  m.  308 

Half-moon  Bay, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Joyce),  493 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin  South  (Chairman  of 

Committees,  h.), 
District    Railways   Purchasing    Bill,    Com. 

689 
Great  South  Boad,  Auckland,  m.  300 
Lectures  in  Mining  Centres,  m.  19 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  765 
Manukau  Heads  Lights,  q,  710 
Murton,  J.,  q.  825 
Private  Bills,  m.  131 
Pukekohe-Mauku  Telephone,  q.  19 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  827 
Supply— 

w.  768 
Volunteer  Class-firing,  q.  528 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2r.  128 

Hannaford^s  Lightliouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Bucklaud),  133 

Hansard, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Macandrcw),  53 

Harbours  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  19 ;  Com.  827 ;  3r.  327 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

631,  561,  638,  061;  q.  (Mr.  Larnach),  708; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  738,  758,  780,  787 
2.C.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  353,  403,  488,  519,  633, 

706 

Harpeb,  Mr.  L.,  Avon, 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m,  505 

Hart,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  102* 

Hatch,  Mr.  J.,  Invercargill, 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  801 
Census  Enumerators,  q.  825 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  684 
Dunedin  Gaol  Warder,  q.  710 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  413 
Gaol  Warders  and  Gaolers,  q.  709 
Gaols,  q.  710 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  8b.  556; 

Pass.  559 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  532 
Library,  m.  406 
Mortgage  Debentures  Act,  q,  58 


Hatch,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  258;  m.  841,. 

348 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  m.  813 
Police  Uniforms,  q.  709 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  742,  744 

Class  ir.,  517,  772,  778 

Class  III.,  769 

Class  IV.,  533 

Class  VI.,  770,  776 

Class  IX.,  778,  790,  804 

Class  X.,  516 

m.  766,  768 

Government  Insurance  Account,  814 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  702 
Class  IX.,  699 
Unemployed,  m.  229 

Hawke's  Bay  Trunk  Railway  Road, 
h.,  2.  104 

"  Hinenioa," 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  602 

Hirst,  Mr.  H.,  Wallace, 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  411 
Longwood  Bush  Lands,  q,  9 
Nelson  Foreshore  liosrrve  Bill,  2r.  Ill 
Waimatuku  Goods -blied,  2-  9 

HiSLOP,  Mr.  T.  \Y.,  Oaniaru, 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  778,  780 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2r.  123. 129 

HoBBS,  Mr.  R.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Auckland  Land  Purchases,  vi.  791 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  g.  664,. 

667 
Engine-drivers  and  Firemen,  q.  305 
Great  South  Road,  Auuklaiid,  m.  301 
Gumfields,  q.  303 
Kative  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  358 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  789 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  163 ;   Com.  849 ; 

3b.  388 
North  of  Auckland  ^laoris,  2-  326 
Quartz- testing,  2-  787 
Railways   Authorization   and   Management 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  781 
Supply- 
Class  XIII.,  535 

Class  XV.,  808 

Government  Insurance  Accoimt,  814,  817 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  539 
Class  VI.,  541 
Unemployed,  m,  230 

Holmes,  Mr.  J.,  Christchurch  South, 
Stamp  Duties,  2-  56 

Holmes,  Hon.  M.,  Otago, 
Companies'  Branch  Registers  Bill,  2b.  103* 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  50 
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HOLSCES,  Hon.  ^I. — continued. 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

4,525       ♦ 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  485 
Port  Chalmers  Fire -Brigade  Site  Bill,  2b. 

325* 
Bailways    Authorization   and   Management 

BUI,  2b,  745 
Sahnon  and  Trout  Bill,  m.  165 ;  2b.  285* 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  821* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  99,*  123 

BomesUad  System, 
*.,  2.  (Mr.  Pyke),  527 

Honorary  Volunteer  Corps, 
K  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  406 

BotpitaU  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
h..  Com.  827,  332,  552;  3b.  556;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  638 
2.e.,  IB.  541 ;  2b.  581 ;  3b.  584 

Burma  Road, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Buckland),  804 

HuBSTHousE,  Mr.  R.,  Motiuka, 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  645 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  817 ;  3b.  382 
Babbit  Bill,  2b.  441 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  588 ;  Com.  725 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  499 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  827 
Supply — 
Cla.ss  VI.,  776 
Class  XV.,  811 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  700,  701 
Class  IV.,  821 
Class  IX.,  700 

Bvti  and  Petone  Gas  Company  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  9 
U,  IB.  50 ;  2b.  165  ;  8b.  428 


In^ounding  Act, 
fc..5.  (Mr.  Pulton),  307 

Ivtprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2), 
U,,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  1 

/aAwinol  Schools  and  Orphanages, 
k.,3.(Mr.  Peacock),  601 

It^eetion  of  Machinery, 
:A.»2.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  304 

Ivpector  of  Machinery, 
^ij.  (Mr.  Seddon),  787 

Ims,  Mr.  J.,  Wdkanui, 
I>eed8  and   InstrumentB  Begistration  Bill, 

2r.  370 
ftuit  Tariff  on  RaUways,  j.  604 
GoYermnent  Labourers,  wi.  496 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  72 


Ivsss,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
South  Kakaia  Vaccinator,  g.  645 
Supply  of  Statutes  to  Libraries,  q.  527 
Tinwald-Waterton  Telegraph,  g.  530 


Johnson,  Hon.  G.  R.,  Wellington, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Com.  323 
Government  Loans  to  Local    Bodies  Bill,. 

2b.  6* 
Joint  Library  Committee,  m,  544 
Library,  m.  475 

Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  Com.  523* 
Railways    Authorization   and  Management 

Bill,  2b.  746 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  757 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  97* 

Johnston,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Te  Aro, 
Telephone  Exchange  System,  g.  16 

Joint  Library  Cmnmittce, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Balloiice),  432  ;  m.  (Mr.  Guinness)  ^. 

670 
I.C.,  m,  (Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson),  543 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Awarua, 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  412,  499 
Government  Labourers,  m.  497 
Half-moon  Bay,  q.  493 
Legislative  Expenditure,  w.  741 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  380 
Nominated  Immigrants,  g,  17 
Seal  Fisheries  Bill,  5.  17 
Seal  Fishery,  g.  711 
Supply — 
Class  I.,  744 

Justices  of  the  Peace, 
h.,  g.  and  in.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  54 

Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  East  Coast, 
;*.,  g,  (Mr.  Beethaui),  134 


Kaihu  Valley  BaVway, 
h,,  g,  (Mr.  J.  C.  Bucidand),  54 

Kaikorai  Siding, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  Barron),  408,  432 

Kaikoura  Post-office, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  Lance),  305 

KaitaTtgata  Belief  Fund, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  Dargaville),  52 

Kauri, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Cadman),  133 

Kenny,  Hon.  C.  W.  A.  T.,  Marlborough, 
Civil  Service  Refr>rm  Bill,  2b.  169* 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b«. 
784* 
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Kensington  Siding^ 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Barron),  138,  410 

ILerr,  ^Ir.  J.,  Waimeat 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2r. 

369 
District  Koilways  Pnrchasing  Bill,  Com.  689, 

695 
Gaol  Warders  and  Gaolers,  m.  709 
Great  South  Road,  Auckland,  m.  302 
Library,  m.  829 

New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  m.  643 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  162 ;  Com.  319, 

342,  344  ;  8r.  397 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

Com.  421 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  m.  308 
Representation  Bill  2b.  580 
Sitting  of  Parliament  at  Nelson,  m.  696 
Supply- 
Class  XV.,  809 
Class  VI.,  776,  &c. 
m.  766 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  772 
Class  IV.,  638,  821 
Class  VI.,  541 
Class  VTI.,  541 
Class  IX.,  699 

Kukupay  r., 
fc.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  604 

Kumara  Water-race, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  231 

Kwrow  Cattle-yards, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  601 

Kurow  Land^ 
h.,q,  (Mr.  Duncan),  599 

Kurow  Runs, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  601 


Lahmann,  Hon.  H.  H.,  Westland, 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  635 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Conf.  285,  320 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

638 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2e.  486 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  755; 
Obs.  782 

Lalcc  County  Accounts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sutter),  18 

LaJiC  District, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Beotham),  134 

Lake,  Mr.  E.,  Waipa, 

Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  683 

Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  563 

Library,  m.  405 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  q.  764 


Lake,  Mr.  E. — continued. 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
665 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  238 ;  m.  845 

Rabbit  Bill,  2r.  439 

Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  510 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  500 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  518 
Class  VI.,  771 
Class  X.,  513,  &c. 
Class  XV.,  889 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  701 
Class  IV.,  819 

Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  43<( 

Lance,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Clieviot, 
Kaikoura  Post-office,  q.  305 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  439,  440 

Land  Grants  to  relieve  Poverty, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  805 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  ^I'.,  C.M.G.,  PeniTtsula 
(Minister  of  Mines  and  Miuister  of  Marine), 

Bowen-Okarito  Road,  q.  106 

Clutha  Floating  Flour-mills,  q.  708 

Clutha  Gold,  q.  708 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  498,  &c. 

Gold  Duty,  q.  231 

Gold  Export  Duty  Bills,  in.  432,  490 

Goldficlds  Report  and  Statement,  q.  432 

Half-moon  Bav,  q.  493 

Hannaford's  Liglithouse,  q.  133 

Harbours  Bill,  2a.  19,  21;  Cons,  of  Amend. 
531,  561,  638;  Obs.  661,  708;  Cons,  of 
Amend.  733 

"  Hinemoa,"  q.  002 

Inspection  of  Machinery,  q.  304 

Lighthouse -keepers,  q.  6iS 

Manukau  HeauK  Lights,  9.  711 

Mines  Bill,  in.  696 

Mining  Bill,  m.  633 

Mokau  River,  q.  305 

Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill,  2r.  Ill 

Nelson  Harbour,  7.  17 

New  Zealand  .\jjncnltnral  Company,  q.  530 

Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  109 

Pomahaka  GoldfieUl,  q,  331 

Privilege:  Taxremission  Bills, ni,  551 

Quartz-testing,  q.  787 

Red  Hills  Prospecting,  q.  787 

Schools  of  Mines,  West  Goji.st,  q.  493 

Seal  Fisheries  Bill,  q.  17 

Seal  Fishery,  q.  712 

Supply- 
Class  VI.,  770,  775,  &o. 
Class  X.,  610,  &c.,  804,  .to. 
m.  765,  &c. 

Public  Works  Fand — 
Class  IV.,  821,  &c. 
Class  IX.,  099 

Survey  of  Coast,  q.  520 

Thames  Drainage  Board,  5.  523 

Lectures  in  Mining  Centres, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hamiiu),  19 
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LegislaHvs  Expenditure, 
*.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  739 

Le?estam,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Nelsoriy 
Auckland  Lcmd  Parchase,  m.  793 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  m.  835 
Distillation,  m.  533 

Govenmient  Life  Insarance  Bill,  2b.  470 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  m.  55 
Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill,  q.  111,  112 
Nelson  Harbour,  q.  17 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  86,  279 ;  m.  846 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  574 ;  Com.  737 
Special  Powers  and  Coutracts  Bill,  Com.  628 
Supply — 

Ghiss  n.,  517 

Class  VI.,  770,  776,  &c. 

Class  IX.,  779,  &c. 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  ni.,  701 
Class  Vin.,  698 

Library, 

k.,  w.  404  ;  m,  (Sir  R.  Stout),  828 
ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson),  476 

lAghthouae-keeperSy 
A.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  603 

Loan  Agents, 
h.,  m,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  648 

Local  Bodies*  Finance  and  Powers  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  404 ;  3a.  560 
U,  IB.  541 ;  2b.  598 ;  3b.  584 

Local  Bodies*  Indebtedness, 
h,,  TO.  (Mr.  0*Gonor),  231 

Local  Bodies*  Loans  Bill, 
/.c,  Cons,  of  Amend.  50,  93;  Conf.  100,  281, 

31',  660,  706 
K  Conf.  69G  ;   Obs.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  739 ;  m. 

762 

Local  Option, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Fulton),  137 

LocKB,  Mr.  S.,  East  Coast, 
Library,  m.  829 
Mangatu  Block,  q.  708 
^laungatautari  Block,  m.  595 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  247 
Supply — 
Class  X.,  616 

Longvjood  Bttsh  Lands, 
A.,g.  (Mr.H.  Hirst),9 

Lytteltorir-Christchurch  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  AUwright),  493 


M. 

Macakdbew,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers, 
Adjournment,  m.  861 

Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  w.  666 
Census  Sub-Enumerators,  q,  709 
2—56 


Macakdbew,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  414 
Hansard,  q.  53 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  662, 708,  787,. 

788 
Land  Grants  to  relieve  Poverty,  w.  865 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  741 
Library,  m,  404,  829 
Martin's  Bay  and  West  Coast  Mail  Service,. 


g.  760 
Order  of  Business,  m.  298 


Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  108,  109 ; 

3b.  110 
Private  BUls,  m.  131 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  620 
Purchase  of  Stark's  Property,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

831 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  716 
Rich,  F.  D.,  q,  10 
Robertson,  Ann,  m.  52 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  501,  610 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  827 
Survey  of  Coast,  q.  527 
Supply — 

Class  X.,  805 

Class  XV.,  807 

Government  Insurance  Account,  813 
Taxing  Church  Property,  q.  864 
Unemployed,  m.  608 

Waimato  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m,  433 
West  Coast  Steam  Service,  q.  406 

Macarthub,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Manatoatu, 

Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 

Election  Petitions  and  other  Acts,  q.  645 

Foxton-New  Plymouth  Railway,  q,  493 

Foxton  Wharf,  q.  668 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  m.  54 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
762 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  56 

North    Island  Main  Trunk   Railway  Loan 
Bill,  Com.  420 

Persons  committed  for  Trial,  w.  312 

Pohangina  Bridge,  q,  645 

Supply- 
Class  VI.,  770 
Class  X.,  512,  806 
Public  Works  Fund — 
Class  III.,  702 
Class  IV.,  539,  820 
Class  IX.,  823 

Magistrates*  Courts  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  430 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  Mount  Ida, 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Com.  467^ 

530 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  77,  208 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  m.  313 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  Com.  327 
Rabbit  Bill,  Com.  054 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  574 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  514,  804 
Unauthorized  Expenditure,  818 
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Makatokur-Matamau  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  628 

Manawatu  Gorge  Bridge, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Smith),  600 

Manatvatu  Gorge  Contract, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Ormond),  136 

Mangatu  Blocks 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Locke),  708 

Mantkll,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  8b.  401 
Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Duties  Bill,  2b. 

402 
Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms,  w.  1,*  2* 
Native  Land  Rating,  m.  428 
Property- tax  Bill,  Com.  706 
Public    Bodies'  Leaseholds   Bill,    2b.    429; 

Com.  522 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  122 

Manukau  Heads  Lights^ 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  710 

Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms, 
2.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  1 

Maori  Lexicon, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Samuel),  135 

Maori  Suits  Bill, 
Z.C..  IB.  351 

Martinis  Bay  Cojnmumcation, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fergus),  63,  7G0 

Matches, 
h.,  2.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  107 

Maungatautari  Block, 
h.,  f».  (Colonel  Trimble),  694 

Maungatautari  Case, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Te  Ao),  105 

McKenzie,  ^Ir.  J.,  Moeraki, 

Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  738 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  180;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  348 
Otago  University  Reserves,  q.  138 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  441 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  572 

McLean,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 

Companies'  Branch  Registers  Bill,  2b.  104 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  636 
Employment  of  Females  and  Others  Bill, 

Com.  101 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,   2b.  587; 

Com.  588 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

4,5 
Government    Loans    to   Local    Bodies  Bill 

(No.  2),  3b.  543 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  486,  519,  520, 

638 


McLean,  Hon.  G. — continued. 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2r. 

589* 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  478;^    Com. 

486  ;•  3b.  592* 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

2b.  487 
Property-tax  Bill,  Com.  706 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  429  ;*  3r. 

647* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  755  ; 

»«.  782 

McMiLiJiN,  Mr.  D.,  Coleridge, 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions   Bill,  [ 
Com.  828 

Members*  Telegrams, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Dargaville),  530 

Members*  Travelling  Expenses, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  C.  Buckland),  411 

Menteath,  Mr.  A.  A.  S.,  Inangahua, 

Library,  m.  406,  830 

Nelson  Creek  Courthouse,  q.  409 

New  Zealand  Loan  BUI,  2b.  62;  Cons,   of 
Amend.  341 

Representation  Bill,  Com.  718 

Stamp  Bill,  Recom.  614 

Supply- 
Class  III.,  775 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  822 

Menzies,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Beer-duty  Bill,  m.  549 
City  of  Christchurch  Municipal  Offices  Bill, 

3b.  354 
Electric  Light  in  Trains,  q.  281 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  m.  320 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

71 ;  w.  330 ;  2b.  487 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  (No. 

2),  3b.  542 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

282,*  285* 
Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms,  m.  2 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3r.  542 
Port   Chalmers  Fire- Brigade  Site  Bill,   2r. 

325 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  402,  429, 

430;  Com.  521,  523.  524;  8b.  545 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  w.  IGG  ;*  2b.  286* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  119 
Unemployed,  q.  118 

Midland  Railway, 
h.,q,  (Mr.  Pearson),  138;  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  410; 
q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  326 

Millar,  W., 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Ross),  355 

MiLLEB,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Otago, 
Civil  Service  Bill,  2b.  167 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  323 
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HnxKB,  Hon.  H.  J. — oewtinued. 
Loeal  Bodies*  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

281/  286* 
Kcw  Zealand  Loan  Bill.  2r.  480  ;•  8r.  593* 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  402 
Railways    Anthoiizabion   and   Management 

BiU,  2R.  746 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  295  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend. 

705 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  756 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  ni.  120 

Minis  BiU, 
h,.  Cons,  of  Amend.  G96 

iftntii^  Bill, 
Lc,  IB.  229 ;  2r.  290 ;  Com.  525, 543 ;  3b.  584  ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  636,  659 
%.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  633 

Minister  resident  in  Dtmedin, 
ft.,  VI.  (2ilr.  Bradahaigh-Bradshaw),  789 

Moat,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Rodney, 
Supply — 
Class  XV.,  810 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  703 
Class  IV.,  820 
Telegraph  Offices,  q.  304 

Jfofcfltt  River, 
h.,  q.  (Colonel  Trimble),  305 

Monyottui-Kaitaia  Telephone, 
i.,S-(Mr.  Hakuene),644 

MoKTQOMEBT,  Mr.  W.,  Akaroa, 
Auckland  Land  Purchaso,  m.  800 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  m.  666 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  444, 

449:  Com.  501;  Recom.  655 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  414 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Com.  461, 

531 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  738,  787 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Recom.  553,  654 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  741 
Library,  w.  829 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

763 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

363 
Nelson  Foreshore  Bill,  2b.  112 
New  Zealand  I^anBi]l,2R.  144,  217  ;  3r.  .380 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

2r,315;  Com.  419 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  715 
Property-tax  Bill,  Com.  714 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  831 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  777 

Class  X.,  804 

Class  XV.,  808 

Oovernment  Insurance  Accoimt,  815 

Public  Works  Fund-— 
Class  IV.,  537,  821 
Class  IX.,  700 


Moinx^GMEBY,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  432 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  129 

Moore,  W.,  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  786 

Mortgane  Debentures  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hatch),  53 

Mortgage  Debentures  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  123 
Z.C.,  IB.  229;  2b.  319  ;  3b.  328 

Moss,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Pamell, 
Auckland  Land  Purchase,  m.  791,  799 
Auckland  Leaseholders,  q.  306 
Auckland  Unemployed,  m.  411 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  842 
Duplication  of  Auckland-Penroso  Railway- 
line,  q.  787 
Expenditure  under  certain  Votes,  in.  865 
Government  Labourers,  m.  495 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Rep.  639 
Great  South  Road,  w.  302 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  682 
Library,  in.  406 

Minister  resident  in  Duncdin,  in.  789 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  359 
Native  Reserves,  q.  431 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  40;    Cons,  of 

Amend.  342 ;  3b.  384 
Ophir-Tinker*8  Telephone,  q.  303 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  307 
Privilege  :  Tax- remission  Bills,  m.  551 
Purchase  of  Stark's  Property,  Rep.  Sel.  Ck)m. 

331 
Representation  Bill,  2r.  571,  581  ;  m.  734 
Stark's  Property,  q.  712 
Supply — 

Class  IX.,  777 

Government  Insurance  Account,  817 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  702 
Class  III.,  701 
Class  VIII.,  098 
Class  XIII.,  823 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  q.  331,  332 
Unemployed,  in.  229,  230 ;  q.  305 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
Z.C.,  3u.  1 ;  Cods,  of  Amend.  637 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  564,  598,  638,  659,  670, 
739 

Murton,  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  825 


N. 

Napier  Excursion  Trains, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  407 

Napier  Supreme  Court, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  325 
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Napier-Woodville  RaUtDay^ 
;*.,  g.  (Mr.  Ormond),  493 

Native  Disturbance  on  the  West  Coast, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Ballance),  19 

Native  Hansard, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pere),  18 

Native  Land  Administration  BUI, 
Ic.,  Sb.  S28 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  356 

Native  Land  Court  BUI, 
Lc,  3b.  828 
7*.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  862 

Native  Land  Purchase, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Grace),  528 

Native  Lands  Bating, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  428 

NoHve  Beserves, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  431 

Nathes  07i  Electoral  BoUs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Dargaville),  19 

Nehiia,  K., 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Hakuone),  644 

Nelson-Blenlieim  Line, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Conolly),  600 

Nelson  Creek  Courtlwuse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Menteath),  409 

Nelson  Harbour, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Levestam),  17 

New  Guinea, 
h,,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  709 

Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Thomdon, 
Agent-General,  q,  761 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2a.  452 
Government  Printing  Office,  q.  808 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Com.  553 
Library,  m.  405,  830 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  m»  5C6 
New  Guinea,  q.  709 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  190 ;  w.  342 ; 

3b.  386 
North  Island    Main    Trunk  Railway  Loan 

Bill,  Com.  418 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  331 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  8G4 
Otaki  Natives,  m.  105 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  572 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  507 
Sinking  Fund,  q,  645 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  499 ; 

5.787 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  518,  770 

Class  VI.,  770 

Class  X.,  517,  805 


Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.— continued. 
Supply — continued. 
Class  XII.,  534,  &c. 
Class  XV.,  808 

Government  Insurance  Account,  818 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  702 
Class  VI.,  541 
Class  VIII..  696 
Class  IX.,  823,  &o. 
Waimarino  Block,  q.  19 

New  Plymouth-Auckland  Steam  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Samuel),  667 

New  Plymouth  Harbour  Loan  Bill, 
K,  2b.  173 

New  Plymouth  Becreation  Beserve  Bill, 
Z.C.,  2b.  758,  783;  3b.  781 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  789 

New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company, 
;*.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  307 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Ballance),. 
430  ;  g.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  529 ;  m,  640 

New  Zealand  Bible,  Tract,  and  Book  Society 

Bill, 
Z.c,  3b.  1 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill, 
h,,  2b.  21,  56, 139,  180,  231 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Bryce),. 

313;  Com.  317,  837;  3b.  372 
Ic,  IB.  397 ;  2b.  475 ;  Com.  542  ;  3b.  589 

Nominated  Immigrants, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  17 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 
/*.,  2b.  313;  Com.  414 
Z.C.,  iB.  428 ;  2b.  487  ;  3b.  525 

North  IsUiTid  Trunk  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  331 

No7-lh  cf  Arickland  Maoris, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  326 


Oa7fiaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  319,  351 

O'Callaohan,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Lincoln, 
Acclimatization  Societies,  q.  646 
Gaol  and  Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  q.  761 
"  Hinemoa,"  q.  602 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  740 
Library,  m.  404,  406 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  m.  342 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  q.  411 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  509 
Special  Settlements,  q,  760 
Springston  Telephone,  q.  408,  527 
Supply — 

Class  ^'^.,  771 

Government  Insurance  Account,  814,  &c. 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IIL,  701 
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O'Gallaghait,  Mr.  A.  F.^-ccrUinuecU 
Unemployed,  q,  431 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  483,  &c. 

CCoNOB,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Buller, 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  m.  665 
Dog  Begistzation  Bill,  Com.  116, 117 
GoTemment  Contractors,  m.  15 
Government  Printing  Office,  g.  863 
Great  South  Rood,  Auckland,  m.  802 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Com.  553 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  640 
L^slative  Expenditure,  m.  739,  741 
Library,  m.  405 

Local  Bodies'  Indebtedness,  m.  281 
Minister  resident  in  Dunedin,  m.  790 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  386 
Public  Trustee,  q.  133 
Rabbit  and  Small-bird  Pests,  q,  644 
Railway  Management,  in.  661 
Sapply — 

Class  I.,  742,  &c. 

Class  II.,  772,  &c. 

Class  III.,  774 

Class  IV.,  771,  776,  &c. 

Class  XIII.,  635 

Government  Insurance  Account,  815 

m.  767 

Public  Works  Fund — 
Class  VIII.,  822 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  7n.  436 

Okinemuri  Qoldfield, 
K  2-  (Colonel  Fraser),  304 

Old  Men's  Home,  West  Coast, 
^,2' (Mr.  Guinness),  647    • 

Ophir-Tinker's  TelcphonCy 
*.,2.  (Mr.  Moss),  303 

Obmosd,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Napier, 
Gorge  Contract  Specifications,  q,  137 
Government  Insurance  Association,  q.  132 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2r.  4G5 
Manawatu  Gorge  Contract,  q.  136,  137 
Maori  Lesicon,  in.  135 
l^apicr  Excursion  Trains,  q.  407 
Kapier-Woodville  Railway,  q.  493 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

.\mcnd.  360 
Kew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  35 

OTJoBKE,  Sir  G.  Maurice,  Mamikau  (Si^eaker, 
*.), 

Supply — 
Class  I.,  742,  <ko. 
Class  X.,  511,  &c. 

Oiago  Harbour  Board, 
U.,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  704 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill, 
U,  Com.  428,  649 ;  3b.  633 

Otc^  Harbour  Bridge  Bill, 
Ic,  2k.  328 ;  3b.  397 

Otakia  RaUtcay-station, 
^t3.(Mr.  Fulton),  628 


Otdkia  Telephone, 
;*.,  q,  (Mr.  Fulton),  331 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Bem^ 

vestigation  of  Title  Bill, 
h,,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  707 ;  2e.  761 ;  3b.  789 
2.C.,  lE.,  2b.,  and  3b.  781 


Pabata,  ^Ir.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  412 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

366 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  m.  311 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  500 ; 

Com.  630 
Taiaroa,  Hon.  Mr.,  q,  824 
Waikouaiti  Natives,  g.  529 

Parliament  Buildings, 
h.,  VI,  (Mr.  W.  F.  Buckland),  769 

Parliavientary  Portrait  Gallery, 
h,,q.  (Mr.  Bcctham),  409 

Pamell  Vaccinator, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Samuel),  605 

Paymasters, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Roesc),  527 

Payment  of  Witnesses, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Boctham),  408 

Peacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
City  of  Christchurcli  Municipal  Offices  Bill, 

3r.  355' 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2e.  108* 
Mining  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  660 
Railways    Authorization    and    Management 

Bill,  2b.  747 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2r.  288,*  289* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  122 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  in.  398,*  400* 

Pkacock,  Mr.  T.,  Newton, 

Auckland  Land  Purchase,  in.  794 

Beer  Duty  Bill,  Rccom.  334 

Clayden,  Mr.  A.,  q.  599 

Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  449, 
451 ;  Rocom.  669,  671 

Duplication  of  Auckland-Penrose  Railway- 
line,  q.  787 

Government  Contractors,  w.  14 

Industrial  Schools,  q.  601 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
505,  6()6 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
366 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2n.  81 ;  3r.  383 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loon  Bill, 
2b.  315 ;  Com.  418,  424 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  570 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  499 
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Peacock,  Mr.  T. — continued. 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  617 

Class  IV.,  683 

Class  X.,  611 

Class  XII.,  806 

Class  XV..  809 

Government  Insurance  Account,  813 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  701 
Class  IV.,  637,  819 
Class  IX.,  699 

Unauthorized  Expenditure,  818 

Peabson,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Ashley, 

Cust  Telegrams,  g.  601 

District  Kailways  Purchasing  Bill,  Becom. 
666 ;  8b.  690 

Government  Life  Insuranoe  Bill,  3r.  668 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
Rccom.  664 ;  Pass.  666 

Midland  Railway,  q.  138 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  819 

Supply- 
Class  XIII.,  634 
Government  Insurance  Account,  818 

Waimakariri  Bridge,  q.  669 

Prbe,  Mr.  W.,  Eastern  Maarif 

Native  Hansard^  q.  18 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  76 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Re- 
investigation of  Title  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
707 

Persons  committed  for  Trial,  m.  309 

Stamp  Bill,  2r.  660 

Unemployed,  m.  230 

Persons  comntUted  for  Trials 
/*.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  307  ;  in.  808 

Poliangina  Bridge, 
7».,  q.  (Mr.  Maoarthur),  646 

Police  Uniforms, 
/j..  g.  (Mr.  Hatch),  709 

PoUiBN,  Hon.  Dr.,  Auckland, 
Civil  Service  Bill,  2b.  166,*  170;*  Com.  830; 

3a,  400* 
Counties    Bill,    Com.    122,*  823;   Cons,    of 

Amend.  588,-  634,*  635,*  636,*  669,  706 
Employment  of  Females  and  Others  Bill, 

Com.  100.'  101* 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

625* 
Oorernment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

4,*  6* 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

50,*  93,*  100,  117,  283,*  284,*  285,*  660, 

706 
Local  Bodies*  Powers  and  Finance  Bill,  2b. 

589* 
Alaori  Forms  of  Legal  Terms,  m.  2* 
Mining  Bill,  Com.  626  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend. 

636 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

637,*  638,*  659,  706 


Pollen,  Hon.  Dr. — contintied. 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b. 

768 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  485* 
Property-tax  Bill,  Com.  707 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  402,*  429  ;* 

Com.  523 ;  Sb.  646* 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  m.  166 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  296* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  754  ; 

m.  782 ;  Com.  786,  786 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  120,*  122* 

Pomahaka  Gold  field, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  P.  Richardson),  331 

Pope,  C, 
K,  q,  (Mr.  Wilson),  669 

Port  Chalmers  Fire-Brigade  Site  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  104  ;  3b.  173 
I.C.,  IB.  229  ;  2b.  323  ;  3b.  361 

Postmasters  and  Telegraphists, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  185 

Printing-paper, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Gore),  530 

Private  Bills, 
h.,  fn.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  131 

Privilege  :  Offensive  Words  used, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Bevan),  326 

Privilege :  Tax-remission  Bills, 
h,,  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Lamach),  651 

Property  Assessment  Bill, 
/i.,  IB.  229 ;  2b.  620 ;  Com.  654  ;  3b.  656  ;  Cons. 

of  Amend.  738 
Z.C.,  IB.  and  2b.  659 ;  Sb.  703 ;  m,  704 

Property-tax  Bill, 
/i.,  iB.  298;  2b.  713;  3b.  715 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  703;  Com.  700;    Obs. 
(Hon.  the  Acting-Speaker),  744 

Prorogation, 
h.,  866 
Lc,  862 

Provincial  District  Auditors*  Reports, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Brown),  670 

Ptihlic  Bodies'  Leaseholds  BUI, 
h,.  Com.  and  8r.  327 
l,c.,  IB.  328 ;  2b.  402,  428  ;  Com.  520 ;   8b.  544 

Public  Bcvcnues  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  229;  2b.  and  3b.  713 
lc,  iB.,  2b.,  and  8b.  703 

Public  Trustee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  133 

Public  Trust  Office  Bill, 
h..  In.  298 ;  2b.  and  3b.  372 
Z.C.,  IB.  351;  2b.  397 
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PMie  Works  Estimates, 
k,  m.  (Mr.  E.  Richardson),  498 

PtUdie  Works  Expenditure, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Gallaghan),  411 

Pukekohe-Mauku  Telephone, 
k,g.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  19 

Purchase  of  Stark's  Property, 
k,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Moss),  881 

Pm,  Mr.  v.,  Dunstan, 
Glutha  Floating  Mills,  q,  706,  786 
Glatha  Gold,  q.  708 
Gold  Duty  Bills,  m.  490 
Homestead  System,  q.  527 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2r.  649 
Roxbargh  Bridge,  q,  482 
Supply — 

Glass  VI.,  770 
Waipahi-Heriot  and  Lawrence  Railway,  q. 

4U 

Q. 

(tKarts-testing, 
k,  q,  (Major  Steward),  787 


B. 

BMU  and  Smatl-bird  Pests, 
*,,  J.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  644 

SabbU  Bill, 

k,  2b.  438  ;  Com.  654,  712 ;  3ii.  713 
U,  IB.  703 ;  2r.  749  ;  Sr.  744 

Babbit  Nuisance, 
k.,q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  663,  711 

RaUitays  Authorization  Bill, 
K,  iR,  550 ;  2r.  707  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  781 
U.,  IB.,  2n.,  and  3r.  744 

UsUxcays  Construction  and  Land  Bill, 
*.,  3b.  707 
U.,  IB.  and  2b.  703 ;  3b.  744 

Sailway  Contracts, 
*.,2.  (Mr.  Bruce),  786 

Railway  Management, 
K  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  661 ;  q,  (Mr.  Sutter),  711 

Recess  House  Committee, 
K  m.  (Mr.  Beetham),  864 

Red  Hill  Prospecting, 
A.,S.(Mr.  Seddon),787 

Reke,  Mr.  D.,  Stawnore, 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  3b.  692, 

693 
Paymasters,  g.  527 
Supply— 
Poblic  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  703 
Waiiaa  Gas  BiU,  2b.  130 


Reeves,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury, 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserves  Bill,  2&, 

758,*'759,*  783  ;  Com.  784 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  295* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  756* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  93,*  121* 

Rehearing  of  Native  Land  Claifns, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Grace),  604 

Reid,  Mr.  D.,  Bruce, 

Beer  Duty  Bill,  Recom.  835 

Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 
869 

Government  Labourers,  q.  495 

Grain  and  Mineral  Railway  Tarifis,  q.  40d 

Midland  Railway,  q.  410 

Moore,  W.,  and  Others,  q.  786    ' 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  818,  843 

Representation  Bill,  m.  718 

Supply- 
Class  XIII.,  584 

Representation  Bill, 
h,,  2b.  567,  648 ;  w.  715 

Reynolds,    Hon.   W.  H.,  Otago  (Member  of 

Executive  without  portfolio), 
City  of  Christchurch  Municipal  Offices  Bill, 

3b.  365* 
Civil  Service  Bill,  2b.  170  ;*  Com.  353 ;  3b. 

401* 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  588* 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

488,*  525 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  820* 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

2,'  4,*  8,*  524  ;•  m.  853,*  487* 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  353* 
Joint  Library  Committee,  m.  544 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserves  Bill,  2b. 

758 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  475,*  478,*  483,* 

485  ;*  m.  542* 
North  Island    Main   Trunk   Railway  Loan 

Application  Bill,  2b.  487* 
Loan  BUI,  3b.  591* 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2Br 

589* 
Local  Bodies*  Loans  Bill,  to.  281,*  284* 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill,  Com. 

549 
Port  Chalmers  Fire-Brigado  Site  Bill,  2b. 

324* 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  429  ;*  3b» 

548* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  782* 

Rich,  Mr.  F.  D., 
h.,q,  (Mr.  Macandrcw),  10 

RicHABDSON,  ^Ir.  E.,  C.M.C.,  Kaiapoi  (Minister 
for  Public  Works), 
AraJiura  Bridge,  q.  106 
Annual  Railway  Tickets,  q.  605 
Auckland  Railway,  g.  138 
Ballast- wagons,  q.  667 
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BiOHAKDSON,  Mr.  E.,  CM.G.-'^contirMed. 
Bobin  Creek  Siding,  q.  645 
Burnett  and  Yule,  q.  712 
Canterbury  Unemployed,  g.  52 
Cattle  Killed  on  Hailways,  q.  864 
Cost  of  Returns,  q.  670 
Cross  Creek  Employes,  q.  602 
District  Hallways  Purchasing  Bill,  q.  410; 
2r.  443,  444,  459;  Com.  501;  Recom.  655, 
659,  670,  671,  683,  689,  690;  3b.  692,  696 
Duntroou-Hakateramea  Railway  Rating,  q. 

498 
Duplication  of  Auckland-Penroso  Bailway- 

Ime,  q.  787 
Engine-drivers  and  Firemen,  q.  805 
Foxton-New  Plymouth  Railway,  g.  498 
Fruit  Tariff  on  Railways,  q.  604 
Foxton  Wharf,  q.  668 
Gibson's  Siding,  q.  645 
Qore  Railway-crossing,  q.  104 
Gorge  Contract  Specifications,  q.  187 
Government  Contractors,  q.  11,  13 
Government  Labourers,  q.  408,  494  ;  w.  497 
Government  Trucks  on  Manawatu  Line,  q. 

668 
Grain  and  Minerals  Railway  Tariff,  q.  410 
Great  South  Road,  Auckland,  g.  299,  302 
Harbours  Bill,  q,  562 
Hawke's  Bay  Trunk  Railway  Road,  g.  104 
Kaihu  Valley  Railway,  g.  54 
Kaikorai  Siding,  g.  408,  432 
Kensington  Siding,  g.  138,  410 
Kurow  Cattleyards,  g.  601 
Lumsden  Railway-crossing,  g.  105 
Lyttelton-Christchurch  Railway,  g.  493 
Makatoku-Matamau  Railway,  g..  528 
Manawatu  Gorge  Bridge,  g.  601 
Manawatu  Gorge  Contract,  g.  136,  137 
Martin's  Bay  Communication,  g.  53 
Midland  Railway,  g.  138,  410,  526 
Murton,  J.,  g.  825 
Napier  Excursion  Trains,  g.  407 
Napier-Woodville  Railway,  g.  493 
Nelson-Blenheim  Line,  g.  600 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  155 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  g.  105 
Otakia  Railway-station,  g.  528 
Printing-paper,  g.  630 
Pohangina  Bridge,  g.  645 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  g.  411 
Public  Works  Estimates,  m.  498 
Railways  Authorization    and    Management 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  781 
Railway  Contracts,  g.  786 
Railway  Management,  g.  Til 
Rotorua  Railway,  g.  528 
Roxburgh  Bridge,  g.  432 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  II.,  536 
Class  111.,  700,  772 
Class  IV.,  538,  818,  819,  821 
Class  VIII.,  823 
Class  IX.,  700 
Unemployed,  g.  230,  306,  431,  606,  611 
Waimate  and  Sandhurst  Railway-stations,  g. 

492 
Waimakariri  Bridge,  g.  669 
Waimatuku  Goods-shed,  g.  9 


BiCHABDSON,  Mr.  G.  F.,  Mataura, 

Blind  Children  at  School  in  Melboume,  m. 
19 

Cost  of  Returns,  g.  670 

Government  Contractors,  g.  15 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  184 ;  Sb.  396 

Pomahaka  Goldfield,  g.  331 

Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  441 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  518 
Class  XIII.,  535 

Whybrow  Brothers,  g.  133 

Riversdale-Bal/our  Telephone, 
/t.,  g.  (Mr.  Cowan),  492 

Robertson^  Ann, 
Rep.  Com.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  51 

Robinson,  Hon.  W.,  Nelson, 

Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  320* 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m,  281,  283,  660 

Mining  Bill,  Com.  660 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  478  ;*  m.  486* 

Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  289 

Settled  Land  Bill,  2r.  294  ;•  Com.  351,*  352;* 

Cons,  of  Amend.  705 
Sheep  Bill,  2b.  290* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  98,»  121,*  122* 

RoLLESTOS,  3ilr.  W.,  Geraldine, 
Auckland  Land-purchase,  m.  797 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  g.  665 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  m.  550 
Corriedale  Siding,  Obs.  662 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  443, 

457 ;  Recom.  658 
Flax,  g.  646 

Harbours  Bill,  m,  661,  562,  788 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m,  742 
Mines  Bill,  m.  696 

Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  Ill 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  218 
Otaki  Natives,  g.  105 
Representation  Bill,  m.  735 
Robertson,  Ann,  m.  52 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  603 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  499 
Supply- 
Class  III.,  774,  775 

Class  VI.,  776 

Class  X.,  510,  614,  515,  805 

Class  XIII.,  807 

Class  XV.,  807,  808,  809 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  537,  638,  539,  819,  820 
Class  VIII.,  697 
Class  XIII.,  823 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m.  435 

Ross,  Mr.  A.  H.,  Roslyn, 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,   Reoom. 

659 
Dunedin  Volunteers,  g.  299 
Millar,  W.,  m.  355 

Minister  resident  in  Dunedin,  w.  794 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  108 ;   3k. 

Ill 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  g.  811   * 
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Bon,  Mr.  A.  'B.-'-c<mtwued. 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  648 
Supply- 
Class  X.,  515 
Class  Xin.,  585 
Pablio  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  703 
Class  IX.,  700 
Telegraph  Operators,  q.  601 

Botorua  RaUtoay, 
JL,  g.  (Mr.  Grace),  528 

Botorua  Sanatorium, 
K,  q.  pir.  Grace),  605 

Roxburgh  Bridge, 
K  g.  (Mr.  Pyke),  432 

RassEiJ:^,  Captain  W.  R.,  Hawkers  Bay, 
Colonial  and  Imperial  Squadron,  q.  603 
Hawko's  Bay  Trunk  Railway  Road,  q,  104 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  88 
Supply — 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  VIII.,  697 
Woimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  m,  485 


s. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Bill, 

U,,  IR.  1 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Holmes),  165 ;  2r. 
285 

Samuel,  Mr.  O.,  New  Pit/mouth, 
Annual  Railway  Tickets,  q,  605 
Deeds  Registration  Bill,  2b.  8G8 
Kaori  Lexicon,  g.  135 
Kative  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

364 
New  Plymouth-Auckland  Steam  Service,  q. 

667 
Now  Plymouth  Harbour  Loan  Bill,  2b,  173 
Pameli  Vaccinator,  q.  605 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  318 
Public  Trust  Office  Bill,  2r.  372 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  619 
Supply— 

m.  768 

Class  III.,  769 

Class  VI.,  770,  775 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  128 

Sc/ioob  of  Mines,  West  Coast, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  493 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m,  320* 

Seacliff  Asylum, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Bradshaigh-Bradahaw),  15 

Seal  Fisheries  Bill, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Joyce),  17 

Seid  Fishery, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  711 


Seddon,  Mr.  B.  J.,  Kumara, 
Arahura  Bridge,  q,  106 
Bowen-Okarito  Road,  g.  106 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 
Education  Statement,  q,  431 
Gold  Duty,  q.  231 
Goldfields  Counties,  q.  11 
Goldfields  Report,  q.  432 
Government  Labourers,  g.  494 
Inspector  of  Machinery,  g.  787 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  g.  55 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  740 
Midland  Railway,  g.  526 
North  Island    Main  Trunk   Railway  Loan 

Bill,  2b.  426 
Railway  Contracts,  g.  786 
.  Red  Hills  Prospecting,  g.  787 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  580,  &o. ;  Com.  654 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  626 
Stamp  Bill,  Sb.  614 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  778,  801,  &o. 

Class  X.,  512,  &o. 

Class  XIII.,  534,  535 

Class  XV.,  810 

Government  Insurance  Account,  813,  Ac. 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  699,  &c.,  823 
Unemployed,  ?n.  009 

Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  Dis.  434 
West  Coast  Village  Settlements,  g.  825 

Settled  Land  Bill, 
U,,  2b.  291 ;   Com.  351 ;   3b.  400 ;    Cons,  of 

Amend.  705 
;*.,  IB.  430 ;  2b.  615  ;  3b.  655 

SJiag  Point  Coal  Company, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Macandxow),  501 

Sheei)  Bill, 

Z.c,  IB.  229  ;  2b.  290 ;  3b.  328 
h.,  IB.  330 

SJiecp  Diseases, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Grace),  606 

Sheep-shearing, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Dobson),  136 

Shephabd,  Hon.  J.,  Nelson, 
Christchurch  Municipal  Offices  Bill,  3r.  355* 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  3r.  401* 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  (No. 

2),  3b.  543* 
Alining  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  059 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  745 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  IB.  637, 

756  ;•  2b.  782* 

Shbimski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  103* 
Counties  Bill,  2r.  635 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  354 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  482,  485 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  3b.  548* 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill,  2b.  749 
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Sinking  Fund^ 
k.^q.  (Dr.  Newman),  645 

Sitting  of  Parliament  at  Christchureh, 
;*.,  w.  (Mr.  Taylor),  610 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  C,  Waipawa, 
Goonties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 
Govermnent  Labourers,  q.  495 
Government  Printing  Office,  m.  864 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

764 
Napier  Supreme  Court,  q.  825 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  858 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  68 
Postmasters  and  Telegraphists,  q.  185 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  828 

South  Canterbury  Deferred-payment  Land, 
h.,  q,  (Major  Steward),  10 

South  Rakaia  Vaccinator, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Ivess),  645 

ftPBAKER,  Hon.  the,  Ix,  (Sir  W.  Fitzherbert), 
Wellington, 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  Obs.  549* 
Counties  Bill,  2b.  634* 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  Obs.  828* 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  282,*  283* 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  486,*  488* 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  297,*  298* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  1b.  686,* 
781* 

Spbakeb,  Mr.,  h,  (Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Borke), 

Manukau, 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  658 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  532, 562,  661, 

708,  788,  781 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  763 
Members*  Travelling  Expenses,  q.  411 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  m.  641 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  186 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.  108 
Privilege :  Offensive  Words  used,  Obs.  326 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

788 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  654 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  625, 

629 
Supply,  w.  768 

Special  Potoers  and  Contracts  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  430;    2b.  499;    Com.  622;    8b.  033; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  825 
l.e.,  IB.  636  ;  2b.  749 ;  Obs.  781,  784 

Special  Settlements, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  760 

Springston  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  527 

Stamp  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  660  ;  8b.  613 
I.C.,  IB.  684  ;  2b.  633  ;  8b.  659 


Stamp  Duties, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Holmes),  56 

Stark's  Property, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Moss),  712 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  0.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Christchureh  Municipal  Offices  Bill,  Sr.  855 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  168* 
Government  Loans    to   Local  Bodies  Bill, 

2b.  4* 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  854,  408 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  283* 
Port  Chalmers  Fire  Brigade  Site  Bill,  3b, 

824 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2r,  296* 

Stewabd,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Waimate, 
Quartz-testing,  q,  787 
South  Canterbury  Deferred-payment  Land, 

q.  10 
Waimate   and  Sandhurst   Railway-stations, 

9.492 

Stewabt,  Mr.  W.  D.,  Dunedin  West, 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

550 
Deeds  and    Instruments   Registration  Bill, 

2b.  868 
Dunedin  Volunteers,  q.  299 
Government  Contractors,  q.  18 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  408, 

825 
Harbours  Bill,  2b.  20 
Legislative  E^xpenditure,  m.  741 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

565 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

365 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  345 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  621 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  442 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  717 
Settled  Laud  Bill,  2b.  615 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  507 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  827 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  560 
Supply — 

Class  IX.,  779 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  Dis.  484 

Stoats  and  Weasels, 
Ic,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reeves),  98, 118 

Stock-driving  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  430 

Stout,  Sir  R.,  Diinedin  East  (Premier,  Attorney- 
General,  and  Alinister  ot  Education), 

Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  838,  860 

Auckland  Leaseholders,  q.  306 

Blind  Institution,  g.  307 

Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
550,  551 

Colonial  and  Imperial  Squadron,  g.  604 

Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  568,  564,  598, 
688,789 

District  Railways  Purchasing,  q.  108 
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SioCT,  Sir  R. — eorUintied, 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill.  8b.  691, 

692,695 
Election  Petitions  and  other  Acts,  q,  645 
Gladstone,  Mr.,  q.  608 
Government  Contractors,  q,  14 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  8b.  556 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  562,  760, 

787 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions   Bill, 

Com.  327 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  552,  &o.,  638 
Industrial  Schools  and  Orphanages,  q,  602 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  55 
Kaitangata  Relief  Fund,  q.  52 
Lake  County  Council  Accounts,  q,  18 
Land  Grants  to  relieve  Poverty,  m,  866 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m.  741 
Library,  m.  828 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

762 
Matches,  q.  107 
Mmiicipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  564,  565 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  698,  638,  789 
Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  112 
New  Guinea,  q.  709 

New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  fi2.  642 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  195 ;  Sb.  343 
01dMen*s  Home,  West  Coast,  q,  647 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  298 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  Com.   108 ;  3b. 

110;  Obs,  173 
Otago  University  Reserves,  q,  138 
Peisons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  312 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  620, 622 ;  Cons. 

of  Amend.  738 
Public  Trustee,  q.  133 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  567,  568 ;  Com.  715, 

736 
Robertson,  Ann,  m.  51 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  615.  619 
Sheep-shearing,  q,  136 
Stamp  Duties,  q.  56 
Stark's  Property,  q.  712 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  742.  &c. 

Class  II.,  772,  &c. 

Class  III.,  774 

Class  IX.,  777 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  Vin.,  697,  &c. 
Class  IX.,  823 
Taxing  Church  Property,  q.  864 
Unemployed,  m.  229,  612 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  127 

Subiidies  to  Local  Bodies^ 
A.,  5.  (Mr.  Seddon),  56 

Svpply, 
Class  I.,  517.  742 
Class  n.,  517.  772 
Class  IlL,  769,  774 
Class  IV.,  533,  775 
Class  v.,  775 
Class  VI.,  770.  775 
Class  VIIL,  777 
Class  IX.,  777,  801 
Class  X.,  510,  804 
Clabs  XI.,  510 


Supply— conianued. 
Class  XU.,  806 
Class  XIII.,  534 
Class  XIV.,  536 
Class  XV.,  536 

Government  Insurance  Acoonnt,  812 
m.  765 

Public  Trust  Account,  536,  812 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  702 

Class  II.,  536,  700 

Class  III.,  536,  700,  771,  818,  824 

Class  IV..  536,  818 

Class  v.,  540 

Class  VI.,  540,  700 

Class  VII.,  541 

Class  VIII..  696,  822 

Class  IX.,  699,  823 

Class  X.,  700 

Class  XL.  700 

Class  XII.,  702 

Class  XIIL,  823 
Unauthorized,  818 

Supply  of  Statutes  to  Libraries, 
;*.,  q.  (Mr.  Ivess),  627 

Survey  of  Coasts 
/t.,  q.  (Mr.  Bruce),  526 

SuTTEB.  Mr.  J.  H.,  Oladstone, 
Auckland  Land-purchases,  m.  800 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  m.  665 
Deeds  and    Instruments   Registration  Bill, 

2b.  371 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  450  *,. 

Com.  656 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill.  Com.  413 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  3b.  558 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  531,  561,  787 
Lake  County  Council  Accounts,  q.  18 
Library,  m.  405 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

566 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  41,  235 
North  Island    Main  Trunk  Railway  Loaat 

Bill,  2b.  421 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  714 
Railway  Management,  g.  711 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  769,  774 

Class  VI.,  776 

Class  IX.,  778 

Class  X.,  510.  &c..  804 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  VIIL,  697,  &c. 
Class  IX..  699.  &c. 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  Dis.  434 

SwAKsox,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Haibours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  619 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amende 

637* 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b. 

784 

Sydenham  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  407 
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Taiaboa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 
Native  Lands  Rating,  m.  428* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2r.  757* 

Taieri  County  Subsidiea^ 
k,,  g.  (Mr.  Fulton),  431 

Tapuaeliarurtir-ToJcaanu  AfaiZs, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Grace),  106 

Tayuob,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Sydenham, 

Assault  by  a  Police-sergeant,  q.  431 
Canterbury  Unemployed,  q.  52 
Canterbury  Village  Settlements,  q.  407 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  564 
Distillation,  w.  533* 
Government  Labourers,  g.  493,  494 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  3b.  657, 559 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  uf  Amend.  561 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  553 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  246 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

2b.  419 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  2r.  621 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  578;  Com.  717 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  625 
Stamp  Composition  by  Banks,  q.  303 
Supply- 
Class  III.,  769 
Class  XIII.,  536 
Class  IX..  778 
Volunteers,  q.  527 
WairauGasBill,2B.  127* 

Th  Ao,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Western  Maori, 
Maungatautari  Cose,  q.  105  ;  m.  594 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  363 
Otaki  Natives,  q.  105 

Telegraph  Forms, 
7i.,  2.  (Mr.  Gore),  606 

Telegraph  Offices, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  304 

Telephone  Exchange  System, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Johnston),  16 

Te  Whiti, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Conolly),  600 

Thames  Drainage  Boardy 
h.,q.  (Colonel  Fraser),  16 

Thames  Resident  Magistrate, 
h,,  q.  (Mr,  Cadman),  604 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  Auckland  North, 
Bonuses,  g.  407 
Government  Contractors,  q.  14 
Great  South  Road,  Auckland,  q.  301 
Honorary  Volunteer  Corps,  q.  406 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

565 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  235 


Thomson,  Mr.  T. — continued. 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill,  2b. 

316 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  578 
Unemployed,  m.  230 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  36S 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  64 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  129 

Tinwald-Waterton  Telegraph, 
h.,  q,  (3ilr.  Ivess),  530 

ToLE,  3rr.  J.  A.,  Eden  (Jilinister  of  Justice), 
Acclimatization  Societies,  q.  646 
Census  Sub-Enumerators,  q.  709,  825 
Dunedin  Gaol  Warders,  q.  710 
Gaol,  &c.,  Attendants,  q,  761 
Gaols,  q.  710 

Gaol  Warders  and  Gaolcre,  q.  709 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  Obs.  826 
Grand  Juries,  q.  54 
Grand  Jurors'  Expenses,  q.  107 
Grey  Vaccination,  q,  669 
Groymouth  Hospital,  5.  107 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  54 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  East  Coast,  q.  134 
Local  Option,  q,  188 
Napier  Supreme  Court,  q,  326 
Nelson  Creek  Courthouse,  q.  409 
Otakia  Telephone,  q.  331 
Parncll  Vaccination,  q.  605 
Payment  of  Witnesses,  q.  409 
Persons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  308,  310 
Pope,  C,  q.  669 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  438,  442 
Scaclifi  Asylum,  q.  16 
Sheep  Diseases,  q,  606 
South  Rakaia  Vaccinator,  q,  645 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  517,  &c. 

Class  IV.,  583,  534 
Sydenham  Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  407 
Telegraph  Operators,  q,  601 
Te  Whiti,  q.  600 

Thames  Resident  Magistrate,  q.  604 
Unconvicted  Prisoners,  q.  332 

Trimble,  Colonel  R.,  Taranahi^ 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  m,  665 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  2r.  335 
Do  Harvcn's  Settlement,  q.  305 
District  Railwayu  Purchasing  Bill,  2r.  480 ; 

Com.  077  ;  3r.  691,  695 
Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  3r.  558 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  562 
Library,  m.  830 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

763 
!Maungatautari  Block,  m,  594,  597 
Mokau  River,  q.  305 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  862, 

365 
Nelson  Foreshore  Bill,  2b.  112 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Loan  Bill,  2b.  112, 

173 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  345 
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Tbiuble,  Colonel  B.. — continued, 
PeiBons  committed  for  Trial,  q.  809 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  573 
Special  Powers  and  Ck)ntracts  Bill,  Com.  629 
Supply — 

Glass  IX.,  803 

Class  X.,  514,  &c. 

Glass  XV.,  808 

Government  Insurance  Accomit,  812 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  XI  n.,  828,  &o. 
Wauganui  River,  q.  599 

TcKNBULL,  Mr.  R.,  TimarUf 
Auckland  Land-purchase,  m.  799,  800 
CiTil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

550 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

371 
Legislative  Expenditure,  m,  741 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  840 
Private  Bills,  m.  131 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  734 
Bobertson,  Ann,  nt.  52 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  631 
Supply — 
Class  IX.,  779,  Ac.  801,  &c. 
Public  Works  Fund — 
Class  I.,  702 
Class  IV.,  819,  &c. 
Class  VIII.,  697,  &o. 
Unemployed,  m.  608 
Village  Settlements,  q.  787 
Waimate  Village  Settlement  Bill,  Dis.  433 
Wairau  Gas  Bill,  2b.  128 


Village  Settlements, 

Km.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  712;  q,  (Mr.  Tumbull), 
787 

VcKiKL,  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  Christchurch  North 
(Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General 
and  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Stamps  and  Customs), 

Agent-General,  q.  761 

Appropriation  Bill,  3r.  846 

Atiamuri  Telephone,  q.  628 

BeerDuty  Bill,  Com.  138 

Bonnses,  q.  407 

Cast  Telegrams,  q.  601 

Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2r. 
368.  371 

Distillation,  m.  533 

Dreyerton-Mauriceville  Telephone,  q,  11 

Education  Statement,  q.  432 

Pox,  Sir  W.,  q.  647 

Goldfields  Counties,  q.  11 

Government  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2b.  401 ; 
Com.  471 ;  3r.  557 

Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 
460 

Greymouth,  q.  648 

Greymouth-Christchurch  Mail,  q  669 

Bansardy  q.  53 

Kaikoura  Post  Office,  q.  305 

Kauri,  q.  134 


VoGBL,  Sir  J.,  K.ClnLG. -continued. 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m.  108,  768 
Martin's  Bay  and  West  Coast  Mail  Servicer 

2.760 
Members'  Telegrams,  q,  530 
Members'  Travelling  Expenses,  q.  411 
Mortgage  Debentures  Act,  q,  53 
New  Plymouth- Auckland  Steam  Service,  q. 

668 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  21,  209;  Com. 

837,  338 ;  3r.  372,  397 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill, 

2b.  813,  316 ;  Com.  414,  422 
Ophir-Tinker's  Telephone,  q.  808 
Parliamentary  Portrait  Gallery,  q,  409 
Paymaster,  q.  527 

Postmasters  and  Telegraphists,  q.  135 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  713 ;  Com.  714 
Public  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  713 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  713 
Public  Trust  Office  Bill,  2b.  372 
Pukokohe-Mauku  Telephone,  q.  19 
Queenstown-Glenorchy  Telephone,  q.  53 
Rabbit  Bill,  2b.  439 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  q.  664,  711 
Representation  Bill,  m.  732 
Riversdale-Balfour  Telephone,  q.  493 
Springston  Telephone,  q.  408,  627 
Stamp  Bill,  2r.  560 ;  Hecora.  and  3r.  613,  614 
Stamp  Composition  by  Banks,  q.  304 
Supply- 
Class  III.,  769,  775 
I    Class  IX.,  801 

Government  Insurance  Account,  813,  814, 
815,  816,  817,  818 

w.  705,  760,  767,  768 
Taieri  County  Subsidies,  q.  431 
Tapuacharuru-Tokaanu  Mails,  q.  106 
Telegraph  Forms,  q,  603 
Telegraph  Officers,  q.  304 
Telegraph  Operators,  q.  601 
Telephone  Exchango  Systom,  q.  10 
Tinwakl-Waterton  Tolegrapli,  q.  630 
Waimato  Village  Settlements  Bill,  w.   432, 

433,  430 
Wax  Vestas,  q.  60S,  711 
Wire-netting,  q.  410 

Volunteer  Class-firing, 
7i.,  q.  (Ur.  Hamlin),  528 

Volunteers, 

7i.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  52  ;  q.  (Mr.  Taylor), 
527 


w. 

Waikatoa  and  EanJdeburn  Lands , 
7i.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  711 

Waikouaiti  Natives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  52D 

Waimaltariri  Bridge, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pearsoii),  609 

Waimarino  Block, 
h.,q.  (Dr.  Newman),  19 
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Waimate  atul  Sandhurst  Railway-stationa, 
h,,  q.  (Major  Stewaxd),  492 

Waimate  Racecourse  Trustees  Empowering  Bill, 
h.,  SB.  104 
i.e.,  IB.  117 ;  2b.  280  ;  3b.  319 

Waimate  Village  Settlements^ 
h„  m,  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  432 

Waimatuku  Goods-shed, 
*.,  g.  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  9 

Waipahi-Heriotburn  aTid  Lawrence  RaUtoaySt 
fc.,  2.  (Mr.  Pyke),  411 

Wairau  Gas  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  9  ;  2b.  128 

Wakefield,  Mr.  E.,  Selwyn^ 

Appropriation  Bill,  8b.  852 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  G85; 
8b.  690,  694,  696 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  3b.  376,  897 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  578 

Shag  Point  Coal  Company,  m.  507,  509 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  772,  773 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  699,  700 

Walkeb,  Hon.  L.,  Canterbury , 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  118 

Walkeb,  Mr.  W.  C,  Ashburton, 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
Com.  833 ;  Recom.  552 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 
640 

Wanganui  River, 
h.,  g.  (Colonel  Trimble),  599 

Wax  Vestas, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Brown),  602,  711 

Wellington  aiul  Manawatu  Railioay  Company*s 
Additional  Capital  and  Debentures  Valida- 
tion Bill, 
l,c.,  2b.  1 ;  3b.  319 

West  Coast  Steam  Service, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  406 

West  Coast  Village  Settlements, 
h,y  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  825 

Whitakeb,  Hon.  Sir  F.,  Auckland, 
Beer  Duty  Bill,  2b.  488* 
Ciyil  Service  Reform  Bill,  2b.  102* 
DeceSiSed  Persons'  Estates  Duties  Bill,  2b. 

402  ;•  Com.  488* 
Doeds  and    Instruments  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  489* 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  3b. 

329* 
Harbours  Bill,  m.  403* 
Local  Bodies*  Loans  Bill,  m.  282,*  283* 
Mining  Bill,  3b.  6a5* 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  m.  638* 


Whitakeb,  Hon.  Sir  F. — continued. 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  Reserye  Bill,  2ii. 

758  759 
New  Zeoland  Loan  Bill,  2b.  475,*  479.*  484  ;• 

m.  541 ;  8b.  589,*  598* 
Otago  Harbour  Board   Leasing  Bill,  Com. 

428,  549 
Port  Chalmers  Fire-Brigade  Site  Bill,  2r. 

824* 
Property  Assessment  Bill,  Obs.  704* 
Property-tax  Bill.  Com.  706 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  430;* 

Com.  524  ;  8b.  544* 
Railways   Authorization    and    Management 

Bill,  2r.  747* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  749,* 

755,*  781,*  782,*  784* 
Settled  Land  Bill,    2rt.    291,*    298,*  321  ;* 

Com.  852;*    3b.  400;*  Cons,    of   Amend. 

705* 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  119* 

Whitens  Maori  History, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allwright),  9 

Whybrow  Brothers, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  G,  F.  Richardson),  133 

Whyte,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Waikato, 
Bay  of  Islands  Special  Settlement,  q.  666 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Com.  692 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions   Bill. 

Com.  332 ;  Recom.  552,  558,  556  ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  689 
Now  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  70 ;  Rep.  Com. 

839 

WiOLET,  Hon.  T.  K.,  Canterbury, 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  m.  480* 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  289* 
Sheep  Bill,  2b.  290* 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  637 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  121* 

Williamson,  Hon.  J.,  Auckland, 
Government  Loans    to   Local  Bodies    Bill, 

2b.  7    ' 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  519 
Mining  Bill,  8b.  586 

Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  8b.  548* 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2b.  296* 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Foxton, 

Auckland  Land-purcliasc,  m.  800 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  2b.  452  ; 

Com.  689 
Foxton  Wharf  Charges,  m.  326 
Harbours  Bill,  2b.  21 
Pope,  Mr.  C,  q.  669 

Wilson,  Hon.  J.  N.,  Hawke's  Bay, 
Counties  Bill,  Com.  51 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill,  2b. 

489 
Employment  of  Females  and   Others  Bill, 

Com.  101 
First  Offenders  Probation  Bill,  2b.  172 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  320 
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WZI1805,  Hon.  J.  N. — continued, 
Qovamment   Loans  to  Local   Bodies  Bill, 

2b.  6 
Harbonrs  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  408 ;  Conf. 

706;  TO.  758 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  m,  281*  284* 
Maori  Form  of  LegeJ  Terms,  m.  1 
Mining  Bill,  3b.  684* 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  483 
Port  Ghaimers  Fire-Brigade  Sit«Bill,  2b.  328, 

325 
Pablic  Bodies' Leaseholds  Bill,  2b.  429,  522; 

3b.  548 


Wilson,  Hon.  J.  "N,— continued. 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  2b.  289 
Settled  Land  Bill,  m.  706 
SpecieJ  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  2b.  754 
Stoats  and  Weasels,  m.  118* 


Wire-netting^ 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  J.  C.  Buokland),  410 
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Maori  Form  of  Legal  Terms  — Oovernmeut 
to  liocal  BodieB  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakss  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pkatsbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Salmon  and  Trout  Bill,  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
Pfo.  2). 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Wellington  and   Manawatu  Railway    Com- 
pany's Additional  Capital  and  Debentures  Vali- 
dation Bill,  Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2). 

THIRD  READINGS. 
New    Zealand  Bible,   Tract,   and  Book   So- 
eisty  Sill,  Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  Muni- 
otpid  Corporations  Bill,  Destitute  Persons  Bill. 

MAORI  FORM  OF  LEGAL  TERMS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
■lotion  8t£knding  in  his  name,  said  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Nos.  318  and  319  provided,— 

*^  Speeches  addressed  to  the  Council  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  Bills  introduced 
into  the  Connoil  specially  affecting  the  Maoris, 
shall  be  translated  and  printed  in  the  Maori 
toDgoe,  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's 
sobjects  of  that  race. 

•«  Other  papers  may  be  translated  into  and 
printed  in  Maori  by  order  of  the  Council  upon 
motion.** 

Now,  it  occorred  to  him  the  other  day,  when 
lome  Bills  materially  affecting  Her  Majesty's 
anbjects  of  the  Maori  race  were  before  the 
Council,  to  glance  into  the  translation  made 
for  the  information  of  Maori  members,  in  order 
to  aee  whether  it  conveyed  a  true  idea  of  the 
teems  of  the  Bill.  He  was  perfectly  astenished 
at  what  he  saw,  some  of  the  words  being  quite 
strange  to  him,  and  he  was  brought  up  standing 
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at  the  words  tenata  kamana  and  Jiea,  which 
he  had  never  before  seen  in  IMaori,  and  which 
he  knew  weire  not  English.  On  referring' to  a 
skilled  Maori  scholar  he  was  told  that  teiiata 
kamana  meant  *'  tenants  in  common,"  and  that 
hea  meant  **  share."  He  thought  it  was  essential 
that  these  new  words  should  bo  duly  autheuti- 
cated.  He  could  give  a  few  more  instances  of 
the  kind ;  but  any  honourable  gentleman  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  Native  language— and 
he  was  only  slightly  so — need  only  go  through 
the  Kahitif  or  Native  Oazette^  and  in  almost 
every  line  he  would  meet  some  word  which  was 
neither  Maori  nor  English.  He  could  remem- 
ber that,  about  thirty  years  ago,  they  used  to 
bo  amused  to  see  extraordinary  and  unwar- 
rantable words  in  Maori  that  appeared  in  the 
translation  of  the  Scriptures.  For  instance,  in 
the  imprint,  at  the  end  of  the  translation, 
appeared  the  words  ••  He  mea  ta  i  te  poichi  o 
Wareta  Makirowera,  ma  te.Piritihi  me  te  Po-  ' 
reni  Paipera  Hohaiti,"  which  meant  *•  Printed 
at  the  press  of  Walter  McDouall,  for  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ; "  and  tlio 
translation  was  full  of  neologisms.  With  re- 
spect to  tenata  kamaiia  meaning  "  tenants  in 
common,"  he  asked  the  Maori  scholar  in  ques- 
tion what  "joint- tenants"  was  in  Maori,  and  he 
was  informed  that  it  was  tloti  tefmta.  It  was 
for  these  reasons  that  he  moved  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name.  He  ought  to  have  added 
that  he  wished  that  the  list  to  be  compiled 
should  be  printed  and  circulated  in  the  Kahiti, 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That 
the  Government  cause  to  be  prepared,  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  printed  a  vocabulary 'of  such 
English  and  legal  words  and  terms,  in  IMaori 
form,  as  are  now  commonly  inserted  in  official 
translations,  with  the  words  and  terms  which 
they  arc  intended  to  represent ;  such  vocabulary 
to  be  arranged  (a)  with  the  Maori  preceding  the 
English,  (6)  with  the  English  preceding  the 
Maori,  and  (c)  the  IMaori  neologisms  with  the 
full  explanation  of  their  intended  meaning  in 
pure  Maori." — [IJoii.  Mr.  Mantelh) 

The  Hon.  Ur.  WILSON  Loped  the  Council 
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\7ould  not  agree  to  the  motion,  which  would 
only  incur  a  scandalous  waste  of  money.  There 
was  one  gentleman  who  had  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  compiling  a  Maori  lexicon ;  and 
the  work  proposed  now  was  simply  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  class  of  people  whom  he  (Mr. 
Wilson)  cared  little  about  —  these  pakeha- 
Maoris ;  and  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  undertake  this  himself,  and  tlie 
expense  would  be  saved.  Moreover,  he  did  not 
think  the  Maoris  ever  read  these  books  which 
were  compiled  for  their  use.  No  doubt  there 
were  plenty  of  applicsuits  to  do  the  proposed 
work. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  thought  the  aim 
of  honourable  members  should  be  to  combine 
the  two  races  together  as  much  as  possible ; 
and  that  would  never  be  done  until  the  Maori 
language  was  abolished.  His  honourable 
friend  wished  to  upset  the  whole  system  of 
education  in  proposing  his  motion,  and  it 
would  be  very  unwise  to  encourage  that  sort  of 
thing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  thought  the  better 
way  would  be  to  pass  a  resolution  that,  in 
future,  if  there  was  any  Maori  woj;d  needed  to 
explain  an  English  term,  the  latter  should  not 
be  converted  into  a  sort  df  composite  Maori - 
English  word  which  no  one  could  understand, 
but  should  remain  in  its  English  form. 
.  The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  the  mo- 
tion was  only  a  reasonable  one.  They  had  a 
large  population  of  Maoris  in  the  colony,  and 
there  were  Maoris  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  therefore  it  was  only  right  that  these 
should  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  properly 
understanding  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  this 
could  only  be  done  by  supplying  a  true  trans- 
lation of  the  meaning  of  a  technical  term,  in- 
stead of  using  barbarous -words  with  meanings 
arbitrarily  assigned  to  them.  This  might  be 
done  by  the  compilation  of  a  vocabulary  rather 
than  by  means  of  a  systematic  lexicon.  For 
the  last  twenty  years  a  Maori  scholar  had  been 
engaged  in  com'jpiling  a  Maori  lexicon,  but  the 
probability  was  thdt  the  work  would  occupy 
him  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  that  even 
then  it  would  not  be  completed.  He  had  no 
doubt  there  wore  scholars  in  the  Native  Ofiioe 
who  could  compile  a  vocabulary  such  as  that 
indicated,  without  any  extra  expense. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  that  the 
work  could  be  accomplished  within  a  reason- 
able period.  It  ^ould  be  found  exceedingly 
useful,  and  he  intended  to  support  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  IMANTELL  would  like  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reply.  With  regard  to  the  time 
the  work  would  be  likely  to  occupy,  he  did  not 
-think  the  words  wer6  so  numerous  but  what 
any  person  on  the  staff  of  the  Native  Office 
would  be  able  to  complete  it  in  a  week.  Either 
some  such  course  as  he  recommended  in  this 
motion  should  be  followed,  or  they  had  better 
repeal  the  Standing  Orders  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred, because  it  would  be  wrong  to  allow  a  trans- 
lator in  future  to  substitute  tenata  kamana 
for  "  tenants  in  common."  He  was  very 
^lad  indeed  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
offered  objection  to  the  motion,  because  the 
JKon,  Mr,  Wilson 


opposition  came  precisely  from  the  distin- 
guished quarter  of  which  he  was  a  representee 
tive,  and  which  would  be  likely  to  offer  such 
opposition  ;  for,  so  long  as  the  Maoris  could  be 
induced  to  accept  the  gibberish  he  had  pointed 
out,  so  long  would — he  did  not  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but — members  of  his  fraternity 
be  able  to  prey  upon  their  ignorance. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  Tkat 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  28. 

Acland 

Johnson,  G. 

R.  Pollen 

Barnicoat 

Johnston,  J. 

Robinson 

Bonar 

Kenny 

Shephard 

Brandon 

Man  tell 

Stevens 

Brett 

Martin 

Swanson 

Buckley 

McLean 

Whitaker 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

Wigley 

Dignan 

Miller 

Williams 

Eraser 

Peacock 

Williamson 

Holmes 

Noes,  7. 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 

Shrimski 

Peter 

Scotland 

Wilson. 

Reeves 

Majority  for. 

21. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  R  E  YN  OLDS.— Sir,  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  which 
I  now  submit  for  second  reading,  is  a  sequence 
to  one  which  the  Council  was  pleased  to  pass 
last  week — namely,  the  Local  Bodies*  Loans 
Bill.  By  it  general  provisions  were  laid  down 
for  the  raising  of  loans  by  local  bodies,  for  the 
raising  of  special  rates,  for  the  taking  of  votes 
of  the  ratepayers  of  local  bodies,  and  for  the 
repayment  of  the  loans.  The  present  Bill 
empowers  the  Government,  when  loans  are 
duly  authorized  by  the  local  bodies,  to  lend 
them  money  on  the  most  favourable  terms 
possible,  and  under  such  liberal  conditions  that 
it  is  confidently  expected  that  local  bodies  will 
be  in  a  position  to  carry  out  every  useful  under- 
taking without  pressing  too  heavily  on  the 
ratepayers.  I  trust  that  honourable  members 
who  have  studied  this  Bill  will  coincide'^th 
me  that  it  is  a  measure  of  the  utmost  import-' 
ance  to  the  local  bodies,  and  that  it  will  prove 
to  be  a  very  useful  Bill.  Anything  that  will 
make  the  local  bodies  self-reliant  must  be  an 
advantage.  Instead  of  depending,  as  hitherto 
to  a  vory  great  extent  they  have  done,  on  the 
Colonial  Treasury,  they  will  have  to  depend 
upon  their  own  resources;  and,  seeing  that 
they  will  have  to  provide  the  means  for  the 
payment  of  all  the  interest  on  all  the  loans 
which  they  borrow,  it  will  make  them  much 
more  economical  than  they  would  otherwise 
be  in  the  expenditure  of  these  borrowed  funds. 
I  have  always  had  a  very  strong  feeling  that 
it  is  a  groat  mistake  for  one  body  to  find  the 
funds  for  another  body  to  expend.  In  the  good 
old  days  of  Provincialism  there  was  far  less  ex- 
travagance than  there  is  at  the  present  time. 
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2^0  doabt  pax&  of  the  funds  which  were  pro- 
vinci&I  revenue  was  raised  hy  the  General 
GoTeznment ;  but  then,  Sir,  the  local  ezpendi- 
laze  in  each  provincial  district  had  to  be 
chaiged  against  the  provincial  revenues :  and  in 
those  days,  instead  of  every  member  getting 
up  in  his  place  and  asking  for  a  post-of&ce  here 
and  a  telegraph  office  there,  and  a  new  custom- 
house here  and  a  new  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  elsewhere,  they  were  only  too  glad  that 
the  colony  did  not  ei^pend  their  money  on  any 
such  extravagance ;  for  I  hold  that  tiie  great 
prtiou  of  the  work  that  has  hitherto  been 
nndertaken  by  the  colony — I  hope  it  will  not  be 
eo  in  the  future — has  manifested  the  greatest 
pcssible  extravagance.  However,  I  shall  not 
detain  the  Council  with  any  further  remarks  on 
that  subject,  but  I  will  at  once  proceed  to 
explain  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  and  in  doing 
so  I  will  be  as  brief  as  I  possibly  can.  The  Bill 
provides,  among  other  things,  that  no  loans  are 
to  be  available  for  repairs  or  maintenance,  but 
only  for  new  works  and  for  reconstruction  in 
the  event  of  total  or  partial  destruction  by  fire, 
flood,  or  accident,  or  natural  decay.  When  any 
necessary  works  are  destroyed  through  any  of 
these  causes,  the  local  body  is  allowed  to  take 
from  these  borrowed  funds  in  order  to  recon- 
struct; but  the  borrowed  money  is  not  to  bo 
Qsed  for  purposes  of  repairs  or  maintenance. 
With  regard  to  how  loans  ard  to  be  made  to 
local  bodies,  I  may  just  state  that  local  bodies 
are  empowered  to  raise  them  under  this  Bill  or 
any  other  Act,  subject  to  the  liabilities  under 
such  Act.  Of  course  they  could  raise  these 
loans  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act,  but 
they  will  be  subject  by  this  Bill  to  the  liabilities 
€f  the  Act.  Before  any  local  bodies  can  get  a 
kan  they  must  satisfy  the  Treasurer  that  they 
have  made  a  special  rate,  in  compliance  with 
*' The  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act,  188G."  No  loan 
is  to  be  granted  when  security,  either  par- 
tial or  on  the  whole,  is  based  on  rates  to  be 
levied  under  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Bating  Act.  Then,  the  Treasurer,  so  that  he 
need  not  entirely  depend  upon  himself,  is  em- 
powered, in  certain  cases — when  there  is  a 
doubt  in  his  own  mind — to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  and  his 
decision  is  to  guide  the  Treasurer  as  to  whether 
the  advance  can  be  made  or  not.  Then,  for 
these  loans  the  Treasurer  is  to  receive  deben- 
tures from  the  local  bodies,  for  which  the  local 
oodies  have  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
«ent.  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly,  for 
twenty-six  years.  I  may  say,  in  passing,  that 
this  Bill  does  not  provide  for  large  towns  and 
<ities-.it  only  provides  loans  for  the  smaller 
bodies;  and  there  is  a  limitation  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  lent  in  any  one  year — to  a  County 
Cooncil  a  sum  not  exceeding  £6,000 ;  to  a  Road 
«>ard,  not  exceeding  £3,000 ;  to  a  Town  Board, 
not  exceeding  £300 ;  and  a  River  Board,  not 
«C€«ding  £1,000 :  and  the  Treasurer  is  re- 
itricted  from  going  beyond  these  sums,  but  he 
ittay  agree  to  lend  within  two  years  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twice  the  amount  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  for  the  then  current  year.  And  by 
the  Uth  section  it  is  provided  that  any  loan 


or  portion  of  a  loan  not  spent  in  one  year 
may  be  carried  to  the  next  succeeding  year. 
Should  it  then  happen  that  the  works  cost 
a  less  amount  than  that  borrowed,  the  sur- 
plus is  to  be  refunded  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer:  that  is,  supposing  that  the  local  body 
were  to  borrow  £10,000  for  a  particular  work; 
and  the  work  only  cost  £7,000,  then  the 
balance  would  have  to  be  refunded  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  This  is  to  be  carried  out 
in  every  case,  excepting  where  the  sum  is 
ninder  £50,  in  which  case  it  may  be  carried  for- 
ward as  part  of  the  local  revenue.  In  cases  of 
extraordinary  damage  there  is  priority  of  claim 
of  the  districts  where  the  damage  has  occurred. 
Then,  if  sufficient  funds  are  not  available  for 
all  the  loans  that  are  applied  for,  the  loans 
must  be  awarded  pro  rata,  but  a  siun  may  be 
set  aside  and  added  to  the  next  year's  contri- 
bution. In  certain  cases,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers will  see  by  sectipn  19,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer may  refuse  to  grant  loans  under  this  Bill 
— cases  in  which  the  applicants  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  the  Act,  or  where  there 
is  no  money  available,  or  if  the  security  is  not 
sufficient.  The  next  section  makes  the  Trea- 
surer's decision  to  be  final,  and  not  subject  to 
any  legal  proceedings.  If  it  should  happen 
that  any  particular  work  should  require  more 
than  what  is  voted  for  by  the  ratepayers  under 
a  poll,  the  Treasurer  may,  to  the  extent  of  10 
per  cent.,  advance  the  balance,  without  en- 
tailing a  fresh  poll.  The  object  of  that  is, 
supposing  a  work  is  incomplete  and  only 
requires  a  few  pounds  more — not  exceeding  10 
per  cent.  —  than  the  amount  authorized,  to 
permit  the  Treasurer  to  advance  the  10  per 
cent.,  without  calling  upon  the  ratepayers  to 
take  another  poll.  Then  there  is  also  pro- 
vision made  in  case  local  bodies  should  prove 
defaulters  in  paying  interest.  I  think  the 
provision  is  ample.  If  honourable  members 
will  refer  to  section  24  they  will  see  what 
the  provision  is.  As  already  stated,  these 
lofuns  are  not  applicable  to  boroughs  having 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants — 
four  thousand ;  but  moneys  may  be  borrowed 
for  the  construction  of  a  wharf  or  bridge  on 
a  main  road  not  exceeding  £800 — that  is,  by 
boroughs  having  a  lower  number  than  four 
thousand  inhabitants.  Sections  27  to  31 
merely  provide  relief  to  borrowers  under 
"The  Roads  and  Bridges. Construction  Act> 
1882."  Several  local  bodies  have  issued  de- 
bentures under  that  Act,  and  they  will  be 
able  to  cancel  those  debentures  and  issue 
other  debentures  under  this  Bill.  By  the  former 
Act  they  would  be  paying  9  per  cent. ;  by  this 
Bill  they  will  only  pay  5  per  cent.,  which  would 
prove  a  great  relief  to  those  districts  which 
have  borrowed  money  under  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act.  Sections  32  to  35 
provide  for  the  assumption  of  the  debentures  of 
the  local  bodies.  Then,  we  have  also  provision 
as  to  what  sums  are  available  for  each  year. 
The  sums  available  are  such  as  may  be  voted 
by  Parliament ;  but,  supposing  there  is  no 
vote  by  Parliament,  then  the  Treasurer  is  au- 
thorized to  advance  to  the  extent  of  £200,0O3» 
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but  Dot  on  any  consideration  to  exceed  that 
amount.  No  doubt,  Sir,  it  will  be  expected 
that  I  should  inform  the  Council  how  the 
Treasurer  is  to  get  the  funds  to  make  the 
adyanoes.  He  is  allowed  to  borrow  from  the 
Public  Account ;  from  a  banlr  or  monetary  insti- 
tution ;  also,  by  the  sale  of  local  debentures : 
also,  by  the  hypothecation  of  local  debentures  ; 
and  if  honourable  members  will  refer  to  section 
41  they  will  see  that,  by  an  Order  in  Council, 
he  may  be  empowered  to  borrow  any  moneys 
from  the  Postmaster- General,  the  Public' 
Trustee,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public 
Debts  Sinking  Funds.  In  order  to  pay  off  the 
debentures  in  the  twenty-six  years,  the  colony 
is  to  lay  aside  a  sinking  fund  of  2  per  cent. 
per  annum  on  the  debentures,  and  that  for  a 
period  of  twenty-six  years.  An  annual  report 
of  the  Treasurer  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  all  applications  made,  granted, 
or  refused,  of  advances  made  to  local  authori- 
ties, of  moneys  borrowed  or  raised  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  of  outstanding  liabilities  and 
assets.  This  is  to  be  laid  before  Parliament 
within  ten  days  of  its  meeting.  I  think  there 
is  nothing  else  that  requires  any  explanation 
in  this  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  if  any  further 
information  is  required  I  shall  be  happy  to 
give  it  in  my  reply.  I  beg  to  move,  That 
this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLIiIES.— I  think  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  the  Council  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time  immediately  after  its  provisions 
have  been  explained  by  the  honourable  the 
mover.  There  are  some  provisions  that  require 
to  be  thought  over,  and,  to  enable  the  Council 
to  do  this,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KEYNOLDS.  — I  have  not. 
the  least  objection  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  if  it  is  the  general  wish  of  the  Council, 
but  I  do  object  to  one  member  getting  up  and 
demanding  it  in  this  fashion.  The  Bill  has 
been  before  Parliament  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  honourable 
members  could  not  easily  understand.  There 
is  no  mystery  in  it,  and  therefore  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  will  withdraw  his  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  Let  us 
proceed  with  the  business  we  have  before  us. 
If  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  this  evening,  I 
shall  not  have  any  objection  to  fixing  "the  com- 
mittal for  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — I  hope  the 
honourable  member  will  not  insist  on  his 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  the  Bill  that 
necessitates  any  such  delay,  so  far  as  its 
general  provisions  are  concerned ;  and,  if  there 
are  any  amendments  to  be  made,  these  can  bo 
effected  in  Committee.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
as  the  session  is  coming  to  a  close,  it  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  if  it  were  decided  to  adjourn 
the  debate  on  the  secotid  reading  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  wish.  Sir,  that 
the  Government  would  name  their  Bills  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  could  be  more  easily  and 
accurately  distinguished  from  each  otlier  than 
48  the  case  in  reference  to  the  present  Bill. 
Hon.  Mr,  Reynolds 


While  the  honourable  the  mover  was  explaintq| 
at   length   the  principles  of  this   Bill,  I  jnj 
•*  fogging  '*  over  the  Local  Bodies*  Loans  . 
which  is  a  different  Bill  altogether,  tho 
very  similar  in  title. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— That  Bill 
already  been  passed  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  did  not  happfli 
to  be  here  when  it  was  passed,  and  it  is, 
course,  my  fault  that  I  was  absent.    It  does  i 
matter  to  me,  however,  whether  this  Bill 
read  a  second  time  or  not  to-night,  as  I  ci 
master  its  provisions  at  a  later  stage. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— There  is  leaU; 
nothing  to  consider.  The  Bill  is  not  nearly  s 
bad  a  one  as  the  honourable  the  mover  has  n 
presented  it,  or  as  any  one  might  suppose  afte 
listening  to  his  exposition  of  its  scope.  I  think 
however,  that  when  we  get  into  Committee  wi 
shall  be  able  to  put  it  into  proper  shape,  aiu 
I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  to  be  read  a  secon( 
time  this  evening. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  have  no 
ticular  desire  to  press  my  motion,  but  I  oaxino 
perceive  the  necessity  for  any  hurry  in  thj 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Before  the  Bill 
read  a  second  time  I  would   like  to  ask  thel 
honourable  gcntlciuan  who  has  introduced  itt| 
why  it  is  provided  in  clause  G  that — 

*'  Before  granting  any  loan  the  Treasurer  i^ 
shall  bo  satisfied  tliat  the  local  authority  has 
been  duly  empowered  to  raise  money  by  way  | 
of  loan  for  the  construction  of  a  public  work, 
and  has  made  a  special  rate  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  interest  and  other  charges  thereon, 
and  has  taken  all  necessary  steps  to  comply 
with  an  Act  passed  in  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  called  *The  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Act,  188G,'  or  with  such  other 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  as  may  empower 
the  focal  authority  to  construct  or  undertake  a 
public  work  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act, 
and  borrow  money  upon  the  security  of  a 
special  rate,  or  upon  the  security  of  a  special 
rate  together  with  such  other  security  as  maj 
be  authorized  by  any  such  Act  and  this  Act. 

"  The  Treasurer  shall  not  grant  any  loan  to 
any  local  authority  under  this  Act  in  any  cas^ 
where  any  part  of  the  special  rate  forming  t^e 
whole  or  part  of  the  secuiit}'  for  such  loan  is 
payable  by  or  could  bo  levied  upon  the  Crown 
or  Native  owners  in  respect  of  Crown  landft 
or  Native  lands  under  the  proWsions  of  *  The 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  1882,'  or 
any  amendment  tlieroof." 

i  want  to  know  why  it  is  that  these  rates 
are  to  be  exempted  from  the  security  which 
may  be  tendered  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing 
under  this  Act.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
ment have  a  substantial  teason  for  this;  but  I 
should  like  to  hear  that  reason.  According  to 
the  Bills  we  have  already  had  before  us,  it 
is  apparently  intended  for  the  future  to  make 
it  impossible  to  bring  Native  lands  under  the 
operation  of  this  rating  Act. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  wish  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  with  the  view  of  eliciting 
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infoaDAtion .    There  is  a  very  singular  pzo vision 
In  this  Bill,  by  which  debentares  are  to  be  issued 
Ijr  the  local  authority.     According  to  the  Bill 
the  local  authority  has  to   pay  the   interest 
dozing  the  whole  curr^icy  of  the  loan';   but 
upon  the  face  of  the  debentures  issued  the 
Colbnial  Treasurer  engages  to  repc^  the  prin- 
cipal.   The   peculiarity  .of    that   will    strike 
lifflionrable   members,    I    think,    at    once.    I 
ihoald  like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
if  the  Government  have  fully  considered  that 
part  of  the  question,  and  what  are  their  reasons 
lor  adopting  that  singular  procedure.    The  Bill 
i^ptars  to  me  to  be  a  very  fair  attempt  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  local 
bodies,  not    being  municipalities,  raising  the 
money  necessary    to    enable    them  to  make 
small  public  works  in  their  district ;  and  if  it 
is  the  intention  that  they  shall  lean  upon  the 
State  in    these    matters,   instead    of   raising 
money  on  their  own  credit  entirely,  1  believe 
this  measure  is  one  that  may  very  fairly  be 
accepted.    That  question  has  been,  I  suppose, 
decided  some  years  ago  in  the  affirmative ;  and 
the  Beads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  was 
an  attempt  in  that  direction  which  was  not 
altogether  successful.    My  own  impression  is 
that  the  present  Bill  is  a  better  measure  than 
the  Boads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act.     I 
wish  to  call  the  honourable  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  25th  clause.    In  this  clause  there  is 
a  provision  that  a  local  body,  in  the  form  of 
the  Council  of  a  borough,  may  obtain  funds 
mider  this  Bill  to  make  a  bridge  on  a  main 
»ad,  provided  that  not  more  than  £800  be  lent 
to  any  one  local  body  in  any  one  year.    Then 
it  Bays  that   the   local   bodies  which   are   to 
be  eligible  for   this    grant    are    those  ^  whose 
popalation  is  under  four  thousand.     A  wharf 
J3  also  one  of  the  works  which  may  be  con- 
structed in  this  manner.    1  do  not  know  why 
thcie  should  be  a  limit  of   a  population  of 
foor  thousand.     It  appears  the  definition  of 
what  is  a  main  road,  so  far  as  this  is  concerned, 
Rsts  entirely  on  the  discretion  of  the  Minister. 
The  general  question  of  main  roads  is  entirely 
untouched  by  this  Bill,  as  any  one  may  see  who 
chooses  to  look  at  the  public  works  estimates. 
We  arc  as  completely  astray  with  regard  to  tho 
settlement  of  that  question  as  ever.     I  want  to 
know  also  whether  the  Public  Trust  Board  or 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  will  be  entirely 
^  to  exercise  their  own  discretion  as  regards 
*he  security  and  as  regards  the  general  expedi- 
ency'of  making  these  loans,  or  whether  they 
are  really  to  accept  a  direction  from  the  Minis- 
try that  the  loans  are  to  be  made.    There  is 
one  other  point  In  the  same  connection  which 
I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to.    Is  it  con- 
{emplated  that  any  of  the  Post  Office  Savings- 
hftok  funds  should  be  employed  in  this  man- 
lier?   Because,  if  it  is  so,  I  venture  to  think 
that  those  funds — ^which  are  likely  to  be  called 
<ai  at  any  moment — should  not  be  enciplpyed  in 
Rich  permanent  investments  as  these.    Those 
jw  tiie  principal  points   I  wish  to  call  my 
'Wnoarable  friend's  attention  to.    I  may  say, 
gQQ€xally,  that  if  those  points  are  satisfactorily 
«i9l«ia«d  I  will  support  the  BilL 


The  Hon-  Dr.  POLLEN.  —  Perhaps  tho 
honourable  gentleman  will  tell  us  why  it  is 
proposed — seeing  we  have  already  made,  ample 
provision  under  the  Mimicipal  Corporations 
Bill  for  all  local  works  in  boroughs — that  there 
should  be  a  provision  in  this  Bill  for  munici^ 
palities.  Will  the  honourable  gentleman  also 
say  why  it  is  propos^  to  relieve  those  looal. 
bodies  which  have  borrowed  money  under  tiie 
Boads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  from  the 
engagements  into  which  they  have  already  en- 
tered? The  Boads  and  Bridges  Construction 
Act  provides  that,  where  loans  have  been  raised 
for  tho  purpose  of  constructing  main  roads, 
tho  local  bodies  concerned  are  only  required 
to  rejoay  one-fourth  of  the  amount  so  raised 
by  them  for  that  purpose,  and  they  have  a 
period  of  fifteen  years  in  which  to  pay  that  - 
amount,  without  interest.  In  the  other  case, 
where  loans  have  been  raised  for  district  roads, 
the  local  bodies  are  required  to  provide  every 
year  for  a  certain  period— a  shorter  period,  ten 
years  I  think — an  annual  amount  which  would 
be  equal  to  9  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  that 
they  have  borrowed.  I  do  not  know  why  this 
arrangement  should  be  disturbed,  or  why  it  is 
proposed  that  these  debentures  should  be  called 
in  and  inscribed,  and  reissued  under  this  Bill 
upon  terms  very  much  more  favourable  to  tho 
local  bodies,  and  very  much  more  unfavourable 
to  the  general  public,  who  have  ifi  provide  the 
sinking  fund  and  make  provision  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  debt.  My  honourable  friend 
will  no  doubt  be  able  to  tell  us  tho  reasons 
which  induced  the  Government  to  make  these 
changes. 

The  Hon.  "Mi.  ACLAND.— I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  this  Bill,  but  to  ex- 
press a  hope  somewhat  to  the  same  effect  as 
that  expressed  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  At 
present  Municipal  Coi-porations  have  power  to 
borrow,  and  so  have  counties;  then,  we  have 
just  passed  a  general  borrowing  Bill,  the  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill ;  but,  not  content  with  that, 
now  the  Government  has  introduced  another 
Bill  under  which  the  Government  is  willing  and 
anxious  to  lend  money  to  local  bodies.  Counties 
have  three  methods  of  borrowing — as  counties, 
as  local  bodies,  and,  thirdly,  direct  from  the 
Government.  I  should  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation why  there  is  this  immense  diversity 
of  borrowing -powers  distributed  all  over  the 
country. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  McLEAN.— The  few  minutes 
I  have  had  to  look  over  this  Bill  satisfies  ncie 
that  it  has  all  the  faults  which  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act  originally  had.  That 
Act  originally  left  everything  in  the  power  of 
the  Treasurer,  whereas  afterwards  it  was  seen 
fit  by  the  Assembly  to  lay  down  a  "rule,  so 
that  the  question  should  not  be  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Treasurer.  I  should  think,  my- 
self, that  tliis  matter  should  be  made  to  work  on 
a  principle  whereby,  if  certain  conditions  are 
complied  with,  the  local  bodies  should  not  be  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  Bill 
provides  that  the  Treasurer  may  refer  the  case 
of  any  loans  required  to  the  Auditor-Geueral. 
In  saoh  a  case  the  Treasurer  is  bound  by  tha 
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Auditor-General ;  but  the  Treasurer  ia  not  by 
«ny  means  bound  to  refer  any  case  to  that 
officer,  but  is  at  liberty  to  make  any  loans  he 
may  think  proper. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 

The*  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— My  honourable 
friend  says  "No;"  but  I  think  he  will  find  that 
that  will  be  the  end  of  it.  Under  the  Boads 
and  Bridges  Construction  Act  two  or  three 
counties  stole  a  march  on  the  others  and  bor- 
rowed large  amounts.  From  the  faults  I  see 
in  this  Bill,  probably  it  will  allow  the  same 
thing  to  be  done.  That  is  a  thing  which  might 
be  remedied  in  Committee.  It  is  proposed  to 
lend  moneys  out  of  Saviugs-bank  funds. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Well,  these  funds 
may  be  used  for  that  purpose.  These  deposits 
are  received  from  the  people,  and  are  tied  up 
in  general  finance,  and  no  debentures  are  kept, 
as  they  uned  to  be  in  case  of  a  run  upon  the 
bank.  Hitherto  we  have  had  an  Imperial- 
guaranteed  loan,  which  was  kept  as  a  sort  of 
safeguard  to  borrow  money  on  in  case  of  sud- 
den emergency.  The  whole  of  the  funds  have 
now  been  jumbled  up  together,  and  now,  in 
case  of  a  sudden  demand,  it  is  possible  the 
Government  could  not  comply  by  paying  out 
a  large  amount  of  the  deposits  — and  these 
deposits  are  now  becoming  a  large  sum ;  and  it 
behoves  the  Government,  like  other  banks,  to 
keep  a  large  sum  of  money  to  meet  these  sud- 
den emergencies. 

An  Hon.  Member. — So  they  have  done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Well,  probably  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  be  able  to  explain 
where  these  sums  are  now.  Circumstances 
look  as  though  they  rendered  it  necessary  that 
the  Government  should  get  all  the  money  they 
oan  get  hold  of.  I  do  not  profess  to  review  this 
Bill  now ;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  have  the 
defects  at  first  contained  in  the  Boads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— Would  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  whether  this  Bill  will 
in  any  way  do  away  with  other  powers  of  bor- 
rowing ?  Is  this  the  only  way  in  which  loans 
are  to  be  raised  ?  As  it  appears  to  me,  the  power 
to  grant  loans  under  this  Act  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer;  and,  again, 
there  is  only  a  certain  amount  of  money  to 
be  borrowed  in  each  year,  so  that  it  may  nap- 
pen  that  public  bodies  tiiat  require  loans  for 
carrying  out  public  works  may  be  prevented  for 
the  time  being  getting  that  money  to  carty  out 
those  works.  The  5th  and  6Ui  clauses  certainly 
seem  to  place  it  in  this  light ;  but  I  imagine  it 
is  simply  a  machinery  Bill,  and  that  it  simply 
offers  an  easy  method  of  obtaining  money  which 
local  bodies  have  been  authorized  to  raise 
under  other  Acts.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  that 
the  Bill  is  a  good  one.  I  should  like  to  be 
satisfied  on  the  point  I  have  raised,  because  it 
would  be  hardly  fair  if  loans  were  confined 
simply  to  certain  bodies  which  might  be  more 
fortunate  than  others  in  being,  perhaps,  the 
first  to  apply  for  a  loan,  or  for  oUier  reasons. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  the  way  in  which  the 
Orown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act  works.  I 
Han,  Mr,  McLean 


imagine  the  object  of  that  Act  was  to  mako 
certain  lands  within  a  district  where  improve- 
ments are  going  on,  and  lands  which  are 
benefited  by  those  improvements,  contribute 
a  fair  share  towards  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments; and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  so 
essentially  a  fair  principle  that  I  cannot  see 
why  it  should  be  eliminated.  It  m&y  be 
thought  right  that  Crown  lands  should  not  bo 
called  upon  to  pay  rates;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  Native  lands 
should  contribute  their  p9rtion.  Under  the 
Bill  we  were  considering  in  Committee  to-day 
it  is  proposed  to  take  away  the  power  of  deal- 
ing with  these  Native  lands  altogether,  and  to 
compel  tliose  lands  to  be  sold  through  the 
Government.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  prin- 
ciple, and  I  am  glad  enough  that  it  should  be 
so ;  but  I  do  recognize  that,  for  a  time  at 
any  rate,  it  will  put  a  stop  to  negotiations  for 
leasing  or  selling  Native  lands,  and  in  those 
districts  in  which  there  is  a  large  extent  of 
Native  land  the  progress  of  settlement  will  be 
retarded.  It  seems  hard  that  in  those  districts 
che  settlers  should  be  compelled  to  go  on  making 
roads  and  improving  the  value  of  these  Native 
lands  without  getting  any  assistance  frosk 
them.  In  some  districts  in  the  North  Isluid 
this  will  be  to  a  very  large  extent  the  case.  I 
am  not  at  all  an  advocate  for  placing  impro- 
perly-heavy burdens  upon  Natives — I  quite 
recognize  the  position  their  lands  are  in  at  the 
present  time  ;  but  I  do  think  we  ought  to  con- 
sider the  settlers.  In  various  parts  of  the 
country  there  ar6  settlers  who  have  paid  large 
prices  for  their  land,  and  who  have  done  a  great 
cleal  in.  the  way  of  improvements,  in  making 
roads,  and  so  forth,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  as 
if  they  are  to  be  put  to  all  the  expense  of  im- 
proving other  lands  whioh  ore  not  to  be  taxed. 
If  this  Bill  is  what  I  term  a  machinery  Bill — 
namely,  one  to  enable  the  local  bodies  to  obtain 
their  loans  authorized  under  other  Acta  in  an 
easy  manner  and  on  good  terms  —  it  is  one 
which  should  certainly  be  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— As  I  understand, 
the  intention  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  make  advances  on  loans 
which  have  already  been  authorized  under  the 
authority  of  some  Act.  That  is,  I  think,  very 
imperfectly  carried  out  by  this  Bill.  I  presume 
that  the  Bill  has  been  hastily  drawn,  and  haa 
not  been  considered.    The  5th  clause  says, — 

"  Every  local  authority  is  hereby  empowered 
to  borrow  and  raise  money  by  way  of  loan 
under  this  Act  for  the  construction  of  a  publio 
work  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act;  and 
shall  have  and  may  exercise  all  such  powez8» 
rights,  and  authorities  as  such  local  authority 
has  or  could  exercise  under  any  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  respect  of  works  or  under- 
takings which  it  is  therebv  empowered  to  con- 
struct or  undertake,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all 
such  liabilities  in  respect  thereof  as  would 
arise  under  any  such  Act." 

I  do  not  find  any  machinery  in  that  at  alL 
I  conoeive  that  that  must  have  been  a  mistake 
in  drafting  the  Bill.  The  object  of  this  Bill,  I 
oonoeive,  is  that,  where  a  power  to  borro#  ia 
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gi?en,  certain  conditions  are  reqairad  to  be  ful- 
filled before  the  loan  can  be  raised,  and,  those 
oonditions  being  fulfilled,  the  Treasurer  may 
make  the  advance.  But  in  this  clause  it  says 
that  any  local  authority  is  empowered  to  raise 
loans.  I  do  not  find  any  machinery  to  raise 
the  money  under  this  Bill  at  all.  There  is 
maohineiy  to  borrow  money  from  the  Colonial 
Treasury.  That  may  be  considered  a  Com- 
mittee question,  but  it  strikes  me  that  the  Bill 
very  imperfectly  expresses  what  was  intended. 
The  Bill  gives  the  sole  power  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  make  advances.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  satisfactory  at  all.  In  Committee  I 
will  move  that  it  be  left  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  decide  who  shall  make  these 
Advances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— We  have  had  a 
number  of  Bills  in  the  course  of  the  session 
ftQthonzing  local  bodies  to  borrow,  and  pre- 
scribing the  terms  and  conditions  under  which 
they  can  borrow.  I  must  again  express  my 
regret  that  the  legislation  this  session  has 
been  such  as  to  stimulate  local  bodies  to 
borrow,  and  to  give  them  increased  faci- 
lities for  doing  so.  Having  laid  down  condi- 
tiooa  under  which  all  tiie  various  local  bodies 
can  borrow,  we  now  say  that,  independently 
and  exclusively  of  the  different  modes  already 
fcuihorized,  they  can  borrow  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent in  another  way — namely,  that  laid  down 
in  this  Bill.  What  is  that  way  ?  It  depends 
entirely  on  the  Colonial  Treasurer :  they  borrow 
from  the  C-olonial  Treasurer.  The  Bill  provides 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may  lend  to  various 
local  bodies ;  and  also  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
.issembly  not  voting  the  money,  he  can  still 
lend  money.  Where  is  tlie  money  to  come 
from  ?  It'  may  come  from  the  public  trust 
funds.  It  would  be  a  most  unwise  thing,  in 
my  opinion,  to  give  the  Treasurer  power  to  lend 
to  local  bodies  from  such  funds  as  ho  n^ay  be 
tble  to  appropriate  for  the  purpose.  This  Bill 
gives  the  Colonial  Treasurer  the  option  to  take 
money  from  various  sources.  He  may  borrow 
from  a  bank.  Is  it  likely,  I  ask,,  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  could  borrow  from  a  bank 
in  order  to  lend  to  a  County  Council  or  Town 
Board  so  as  to  make  it  a  profitable  transaction? 
Idoubi  very  much  if  he  could.  The  probability 
i>  that  if  he  does  lend  he  will  borrow  from 
trust  fan  in.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  giving 
of  this  addicional  advantage  will  only  give  him 
ft  certain  amount  of  patromige,  and  1  do  not 
think  it  advisable  that  that  patronage  should  be 
given.  Then,  there  is  another  aspect  of  the 
qoestion:  the  colony  becomes  responsible  for 
the  loans  coming  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill.  Is  that  the  first  step  towards  making  the 
colony  responsible  for  all  the  various  debts  of 
pabUc  bodies  ?  I  have  not  the  least  doubt — it 
may  be  before  the  session  is  over — an  attempt 
^l  be  made  to  get  the  colony  to  become 
iQtpondble  for  the  repayment  of  loans  to 
certcun  local  bodies,  and  it  is  almost  certain 
that  before  long  the  colony  will  be  asked  to 
become  responsible  for  the  debts  of  many 
public  bodies.  The  colony  made  a  serious 
mistake  by  taking  the  provincial  loans  at  par. 


and  I  hope  that  no  action  that  may  be  adopted 
now  will  be  such  as  to  induce  or  encourage 
local  bodies  to  go  on  borrowing  with  an  arrilbre 
pens4e  that  at  a  subsequent  period  they  will 
attempt  to  maJce  the  colony  liable.  If  a  pre- 
cedent is  made — and  if  in  a  single  instance  the 
colony  takes  up  the  liabilitiies  of  public  bodies 
a  precedent  will  assuredly  be  made  —  it  will 
be  most  certainly  followed,  and  public  bodies 
will  become  more  reckless  in  borrowing,  in  the 
hope  that  at  a  subsequent  time  the  colony  will 
be  made  responsible  for  them.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  really  required, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  likely  to  be  of  service 
if  it  is  passed,  and  I  believe  it  might  well  be 
postponed  till  next  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Sir,  in  the 
case  of  this  Bill  we  can  hardly  object  to  the 
Government  becoming  responsible  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  loans,  inasmuch  as  the  Govern- 
ment advance  the  money.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  reason  for  their  becoming  responsiliio 
for  the  repayment  of  this  money  is,  that  tluy 
themselvos  may  be  able  to  borrow  on  the 
securities  they  obtain.  One  thing  I  object  ta 
in  this- Bill  is  that  it  seems  to  provide  that  the 
Natives  shall  not  contribute  anytliing  to  the 
security  for  these  loans.  I  notice  that  another 
Bill  wliich  was  before  the  Council  this  after- 
noon provides  that  Natives  shall  succeed  to 
certain  property  without  any  word  at  all  about 
the  property  contributing  to  the  revenue  ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  to  provide 
against  the  possibility  of  their  contributing  at 
all  towards  improvements. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BATHGATE.— I  beg  to  ex- 
press  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is 
a  remarkably  good  one.  It  is  an  instalment  of 
what  we  are  all  seeking  for — local  government. 
It  is  a  very  small  step  in  that  direction,  it  ia 
true  ;  but  still  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  we  must  be  thankful  for  small  mercies  in 
such  a  matter.  I  think  the  priuciple  of  the 
Bill  is  perfectly  sound.  The  question  of  local 
government  hinges  very  much  on  how  funds  are 
to  be  provided  for  public  purposes.  We  cannot 
expect  the  present  generation  to  undertake  the 
expense  of  making  all  the  roads  and  bridges. 
Some  portion  of  the  burden  must  be  laid  on 
'*  the  unborn  millions,"  as  the  phrase  goes,  and 
this  seems  to  be  in  that  direction.  The  prin- 
ciple has  been  tested  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment:  indeed,  in  the  English  Parliament  they- 
go  a  great  deal  further.  Under  an  Act  passed 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  about  six  or 
seven  years  ago  advances  are  miide  by  the 
Government  in  aid  of  public  bodies  of  all  kinds 
for  specified  improvements — such  as  bridges, 
drainage,  cottages,  baths,  washhouses,  and 
various  other  things  of  that  kind.  I  am  speak- 
ing from  memory,  but  under  that  Act  I  think 
there  have  been  advanced,  during  the  last  seven 
years,  between  thirty  and  forty  millions  of 
money,  which  the  local  bodies  would  have  had 
to  obtain  elsewhere  but  for  the  Act.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  all  the  local  bodies  in  the  country 
have  some  amount  bt  credit,  and  if  they  chose 
to  pay  7  or  8  per  cent,  they  might  raise  the 
money.    But  by  the  Government  stepping  in 
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as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill  the  money  is  got  at 
the  rednced  rata  of  6  per  cent.,  and  to  that 
extent  the  burdens  on  we  ratepayers  are  very 
znucli  lessened.  I  think  the  principle  a  re- 
markably good  one,  and  that  it  might,  with  very 
great  advantage  to-  the  countxy,  be  extended  a 
good  deal  further  than  this  Bill  proposes  to  do. 
I  must  say  that  this  Bill  is  a  remarkable  im- 
provement on  the  defunct  Act  for  which  it  is  a 
substitute — the  Koads  and  Bridges  Construc- 
tion Act — under  which  that  part  of  the  colony 
about  Cook  Strait  where  political  influence 
was  wanted  was  so  favoured  that  an  amount 
equivalent  to  one-half  the  sum  for  the  year 
under  this  Bill  was  divided  between  two  dis- 
tricts— Iklanawatu  and  Wairarapa— greatly  to 
the  annoyance  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
who  did  not  sbare  in  those  advantages,  and 
yet  shared  in  the  repayment,  and  payment  of 
annual  interest.    I  do  not  think  that  any  ob- 

J'ection  can  consistently  be  urged  against  this 
Bill.  I  miglft  mention,  for  instance,  as  a  citi- 
zen of  Dunedin,  that  it  appears  very  hard  that 
boroughs  with  above  four  thousand  inhabitants 
are  exempted  :  in  other  words,  you  lay  the  bur- 
den of  the  annual  1  per  cent,  that  is  applied  as 
a  portion  of  the  sinking  fund  on  ono-third  of  the 
people  not  receiving  any  direct  benefit.  Yet  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  they  ought  to  contribute 
tliti  small  quota  which  is  required  of  them 
under  this  Bill.  The  cities  and  towns  cannot 
live  without  a  prosperous  surrounding  of  coun- 
try settlers.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  days 
of  old  the  building  of  bridges  was  accounted  a 
work  of  piety.  In  Scotland  you  find  that  the 
bridges  were  built  by  the  bishops ;  and  in  the 
old  Roman  Empire  the  chief  religious  func- 
tionary, the  high  priest,  was  the  Pontifex  Maxi- 
tntis  or  chief  bridge-builder.  I  may  at  least 
ask  honourable  members  to  go  so  far  in  the 
work  of  piety  as  to  assist  those  who  are  anxious 
to  assist  themselves,  by  giving  this  Bill  an  easy 
passage  through  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  do  not 
think  I  have  a  great  deal  to  reply  to  i  but 
there  are  one  or  two  remarks  that  hav^  been 
made  which  may  require  a  little  explanation. 
For  example,  it  has  been  stated  that  this  Bill 
gives  too  much  power  to  the  Treasurer.  Now, 
in  reality,  it  gives  no  power  to  the  Treasurer. 
Tlie  conditions  are  that,  if  the  local  body  ap- 
]>l'>s  for  a  loan,  and  funds  are  placed  at  his 
ilisposal  by  Parliament,  he  must  give  them 
the  advance.  If  the  funds  are  not  sufficient 
to  give  them  the  full  amount,  then,  when  all 
have  applied,  he  must  give  it  pro  raid. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— To  the  first  appli- 
cant? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RE YNOLDS.  —  No ;  to  the 
whole  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.  — But  suppose  he 
has  not  got  the  money  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— If  Parliament 
supplies  him  with  money  he  can  lend  to  the 
extent  of  that  money.  If  he  has  not  got  the 
funds  he  cannot  lend. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  question  is, 
Wlio  will  get  the  priority  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— There  will  be 
HoKf  Mr.  Bathgate 


no  priority.  They  must  have  their  applications 
in  by  a  particular  day,  and  all  apphcations  in 
most  be  considered.  If  he  has  only  £200,CXX>, 
and  applications  are  received  for  £400,000,  and 
a  particular  district  is  applying  for  £50,00O»  it 
would  only  get  £25,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  see  that 
that  is  so  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.-^It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  it  is  so.  Then,  the  objection  has 
been  raised  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
bound  to  pay  the  principal,  but  is  not  so  boand 
to  pay  the  interest.  Under  the  Local  Bodies* 
Loans  Bill  provision  is  made  for  the  payment 
of  interest.  The  local  bodies  have  to  levy  rates ; 
and  if  they  do  not  do  so,  and  are  defaulters,  & 
Receiver -is  appointed,  who  has  to  collect  the 
rates.  If  this  were  left  to  the  Treasurer,  pres- 
sure might  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him  in 
Parliament,  and  the  rate  might  not  be  levied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — That  was  not 
my  objection.  My  objection  was  that  the 
Treasurer  is  responsible  for  the  repayment  of 
the  principal ;  and  I  could  not  understand  why 
he  should  not  also  pay  the  interest,  and  collect 
it  from  the  local  bodies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  Seeing  that 
the  bonds  will  be  held  by  him  unless  he  sells 
them,  the  local  bodies  will  have  to  pay.  If 
they  are  negotiated,  the  local  bodies  woUld 
have  to  pay  the  interest  to  the  parties  holding 
the  bonds.  I  do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  that 
at  all.  Then,  an  honourable  member  called 
my  attention  to  section  25,  providing  that,  in 
case  the  borough  does  not  exceed  four  thousand 
inhabitants,  they  may  obtain  <^id  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  wharf,  or  bridge  on  a  main  road ; 
and  the  question  raised  was,  Who  was  to  decide 
whether  it  was  a  main  road  or  not?  It  would 
be  referred  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
who  would  decide  it. ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  —  That  was  not 
the  point. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— That  is  what  I 
understood. 

The    Hon.    Mr.    STEVENS.  — The  point 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER. —  I  respectfully 
submit  that  we  are  getting  into  a  Committee 
discussion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  submit  to  . 
your  ruling.  Sir ;  but  I  thought  it  desirable  to 
give  the  fullest  information.  The  question  was 
also  asked  whether  any  of  the  trust  funds 
were  to  be  used  for  this  purpose.  There  is 
no  question  that  the  Bill  provides  that  trust 
funds  may  be  so  used;  but  the  persons  in 
charge  of  these  funds  will  have  a  perfect  right 
to  refuse  to  grant  them  to  the  Treasurer  unless 
they  are  satisfied  with  the  security.  At  the 
present  time  the  trust  funds  are  invested  some- 
where— it  would  never  pay  the  Public  Trustee 
or  the  Savings-bank  authorities  to  retain  these 
funds  in  their  hands:  8t  the  same  time  it  is 
entirely  optional  in  the  Bill  whether  they  re- 
fuse to  make  the  advances  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— It  is  clear  that 
the  Treasurer  can  do  what  he  likes  with  the 
Board. 
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The  Hon.  Ifr.  REYNOIiDS.— That  may  be 
tbe  experience  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
Imt  my  experience  is  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  difficnlty  to  get  adyances  from  these 
bodies.  Another  question  was,  Why  does 
the  Bill  make  provision  for  the  municipalities 
to  borrow?  There  is  no  such  provision.  It 
only  provides  for.  counties,  Town  Boards,  Boad 
Boards,  and  River  Boards.  Indeed,  the  grant- 
ing of  loans  to  municipalities  is  prohibited  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  a  borough  the  population  of 
which  does  not  exceed  four  thousand,  and  then 
only  for  a  particular  work  such  as  a  wharf,  or  a 
bridge  on  a  main  road.  Again,  the  question  has 
been  raised  whether  local  bodies  can  borrow 
otherwise  than  under  this  Bill.  Well,  they 
can  borrow  in  any  way  they  please ;  but  I  do 
not  suppose  they  would  be  so  foolish  as  to 
borrow  outside  the  Government  if,  by  coming 
to  the  Government  for  aid,  they  could  got 
their  money  at  5  per  cent,  for  twenty-six  years, 
and  no  principal  to  pay.  Then,  with  regard  to 
clause  6,  which  has  been  quoted,  I  may  point 
oat  that  this  is  subject  to  being  repealed  at 
any  moment,  and  if  it  were  repealed  a  dis- 
trict would  be  able  to  say,  "  We  borrowed  on 
the  strength  of  that ;  and,  seeing  that  we  are 
not  able  to  pay  the  interest,  the  colony  must 
pay  it."  With  regard  to  another  objection,  it 
is  very  possible  that  the  Native  population  are 
becoming  more  civilized,  and  arc  progressing 
in  knowledge  in  their  ordinary  business  affairs, 
and  as  they  do  progress  in  that  knowledge  it  is 
po.^ible  the  colony  will  mcJce  them  pay  the 
ordinary  rates.  I  hope  in  my  day  to  see  that 
eome  about.  In  that  case  it  is  far  better  that 
wc  should  not  pledge  any  fimds  arising  from 
the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act  in 
order  to  enable  the  local  bodies  to  borrow 
money.  I  trust  I  have  explained  all  the  points 
nised  to  the  satisfaction  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, flkud  that  'the  Bill  will  now  bo  read  a 
second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 
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First  Beading— Third  Beading— White's  Maori  His- 
tory— Waimatuku  Goods-Bhed— Xiongwood  Dush 
L&nda— F.  D.  Bich— South  Canterbury  Deferred- 
payment  Land  —  Dreyerton-Mauriceville  Tale- 
phone— Golclfields  Ck)untiea— Govamment  Oon- 
tractor»— Seacliff  Asylum— Telephone  Exchange 
System — Thames  Drainage  Board— Nelson  Har- 
bour—  Nominated  Emigrante  —  Seal  Fisheries 
Bill— Lake  County  Accounte—Pnkekohe-Mauku 
Telephone— Waim&rino  Block— Native  Disturb- 
ance on  the  West  Coast— Natives  on  Electoral 
BoUs— Lectures  in  Mining  Centres— Blind  Cbim- 
zen  at  School  in  Melbourne— Harbours  Bill— 
'Sew  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o*«lock. 

PRATKBS. 


FIBST  READINGS. 
Wairau  Qas  Bill,  Doeds  -and   Instruments 
Registration  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Hutt  and  Pitono  Gas  Company's  Bill. 

WHITE'S  iUORI  HISTORY. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, What  is  the  total  amount  paid  to  Mr. 
White  for  the  compilation  of  Maori  history ; 
and  when  such  compilation  will  be  completed  ? 
He  was  under  the  impression  a  considerable 
time  ago  that  the  item  to  which  the  question 
referred  would  not  appear  on  the  estimates 
again,  but  he  saw  that  not  only  had  it  not  been 
done  away  with  altogether  or  decreased,  but 
that  it  appeared  again  and  was  increased.  He 
would  like  to  know  the  amount  paid  for  the 
work,  and  when  the  work  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  to  inform  the  House 
that  this  work  was  very  far  from  being  com- 
pleted. The  amount  of  money  expended  upon 
it  to  the  present  time  was  iil,775  2s. ;  and  Mr. 
White  said  that  the  work  would  be  completed 
about  the  year  IBOO ;  128  pages  of  tho  work 
had  been  printed,  and  there  were  forty  more 
pages  in  type.  The  first  volume,  which  was  esti- 
mated to  contain  450  pnges,  would  have  been 
))rinted  at  the  present  time  but  for  the  Printing 
Office  being  otherwise  engaged.  Mr.  White 
was  entitled  to  receive  £oOO  at  tho  end  of  tho 
term — when  tlie  work  was  completed.  As  he 
liad  explained  to  the  House  last  session,  the 
Goveniuiunt  liad  received  a  vast  pile  of  mauu- 
Kcripts,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  to  make  anything  of  it,  that  Mr.  White 
eliould  bo  engaged  in  their  translation.  He 
was  engaged  on  that  work,  and  received  for  it 
JEl  per  day,  exclusive  of  Sundays. 

WAIMATUKU  GOODS-SHED. 

ilr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  erect  a  goods-shed  at  Wai- 
matukii  ?  He  desired'  to  say  that  the  settlers 
in  the  district  suffered  very  greatly  for  want  of 
accommodation. 

Mr.  p].  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  additional  accommodation  would  be 
a  great  convenience  ;  but  there  were  a  great 
many  other  railway-stations  in  the  country 
where  similar  accommodation  was  required. 
The  Government,  when  they  found  funds  avail- 
able, would  provide  accommodation  wherever 
it  was  most  wanted. 

LONGWOOD  BUSH  LANDS. 
Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
When  he  will  have  inquiries  made  as  to  what 
bush  lands  shall  be  opened  for  application  in 
the  Longwood  Survey  District,  the  whole  dis- 
trict being  declared  State  forests  imder  the 
Act,  thereby  deterring  settlement  ?  As  the 
Minister  himself  no  doubt  knew,  the  whole  of 
the  Longwood  District  bush  had  been  declared 
a  State  forest,  thereby  stopping  settlement. 
He  would  express  tho  hope  that  the  Minister 
would  have  inquiries  made,  and  that  a  certain 


10 


F,  D.  Rich, 


[HOUSE.] 


F,  D.  Eich, 


[July  20 


amount  of  the  land  \rould  be  thrown  open  to 
settlement. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  liave  the  State  forest  at 
Longwood  resurveyed,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting 
out  those  portions  of  it  which  might  be  avail- 
able for  settlement.  The  land  was  available 
for  settlement  under  the  20th  section  of  the 
State  Forests  Act ;  but  he  was  aware  that 
under  that  section  it  was  only  available  in 
limited  areas.  However,  it  was  to  be  resur- 
veyed, with  a  view  to  classification  if  necessary'. 

F.  D.  RICH. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Government, 
Wliat  steps,  if  any,  they  propose  to  take  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  in  respect  of  two  petitions 
from  Mr.  F.  D.  Rich  ?  This  question  affected 
not  only  the  interests  of  an  individual,  but  also 
the  interests  of  the  railway  revenue,  and  the 
interests  of  a  very  large  and  important  district 
in  the  colony.  Of  course,  in  asking  a  question 
one  must  not  introduce  debatable  matter  ;  but 
he  might  say  that  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee last  session,  and  this  session,  hfid 
made  recommendations  with  regard  to  one 
])etitioii,  and  a  similar  report  regarding  the 
other  had  been  made  for  four  or  five  sessions  ; 
but,  still,  no  effect  had  been  given  to  them.  He 
lioped  that  tho  Government  would  be  pleased 
to  give  a  favourable  answer,  and  that  they 
would  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, said  he  found  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee last  session  had  been  partially  acted 
upon,  but  he  ,was  not  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion had  not  been  finally  settled.  It  had  been 
understood  that  Mr.  Rich  accepted  the  grant- 
ing of  the  extension  of  the  lease  for  fifty  years 
as  a  settlement  of  the  whole  claim.  Had  the 
Committee  been  unanimous  upon  this  ques- 
tion the  repc»rt  would  have  been  entitled  to 
greater  weight  than  it  had  been,  considering 
the  fact  that  the  Committee  was  about  equally 
divided  upon  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Government  were  willing  to  go  be- 
yond the  torms  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Rich,  which 
he  believed  had  been  accepted  by  him  as  a 
final  settlement  of  tho  matter.  However,  the 
matter  would  be  reconsidered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
put  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  at  a  later 
period  of  the  session  he  would  be  able  to  give 
nim  a  definite  answer.  He  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  desired  the  opinion  of 
the  House  upon  the  question,  and  ho  had  no 
objection  to  that;  but  the  Government  were 
not  prepared,  without  further  consideration,  to 
do  more  than  they  had  done  about  tho  exten- 
sion of  t^e  lease. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— What  about  the  other 
question  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  they  must  wait  until 
the  matter  had  been  returned  from  the  Public 
Aooounts  Committee  before  an  answer  could 
be  given  respecting  it. 

.    Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  question  had 
Mr.  H.  Hirst 


been  decided  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  on 
three  or  four  occasions,  and  need  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  The 
decision  of  the  one  Committee  was  surely  as 
good  as  a  decision  of  the  other. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  matter  was  being 
inquired  into,  and  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  postpone  his  question  for  a 
day  or  two. 

SOUTH  CANTERBURY  DEFERRED- 
PAYMENT  LAND. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands, — (1.)  Whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  petitions  of  settlers  in  South  Canterbury, 
praying  for  the  opening-up  of  a  block  or  blocks 
of  land  for  deferred-payment  settlement  under 
clauses  1G2  and  1G3  of  the  Land  Act,  have  been 
referred  to  the  Government  for  consideration, 
tho  Government  will  direct  that  inquiry  be 
made  as  to  what  suitable  land  is  available  for 
the  purpose,  and  whether  any  particular  block 
or  blocks  would  bo  readily  taken  up?  (2.) 
Whether,  if  satisfied  upon  these  points,  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  open  up  the 
same  for  settlement  in  the  manner  desired  by 
the  petitioners  ?  Some  weeks  ago  he  asked  the 
Hon.  tho  Minister  of  Lands  a  question  relating 
to  the  same  matter.  Since  then  a  number  of 
petitions  had  been  presented,  which  had  been 
considered  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
The  Ministpr  had  desired  him  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and 
he  had  taken  the  only  step  open  to  him  to  do 
so  by  communicating  to  those  interested  and 
suggesting  that  thuy  should  petition.  The 
petitions,  he  understood,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Government  for  consideration,  the  question 
being  one  of  administration.  It  was  now,  there- 
fore, necessary  for  him  to  ask  the.  Minister 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  take  any  steps  in 
the  direction  desired  by  tho  petitioners. 

]\Ir.  BALLANCE  thought  he  had  given  the 
honourable  gentleman  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  informed  him  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown  was  not  very 
decided  in  this  matter ;  but  that  opinion  was 
given  more  upon  technical  grounds  than  upon 
the  broad  merits  of  the  case.  He  believed,  upon 
inquiry,  that  there  was  no  agricultural  land 
there,  and  he  believed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  concur  in  the  opinion  that  tho  land 
was  only  fit  for  pastoral  purposes,  for  which  it 
was  now  being  used — being  held  under  lease- 
hold tenure.  Under  the  Land  Act  the  land 
must  be  sold — tho  land  could  not  be  taken 
from  pastoral  tenants  and  disposed  of  under 
lease  again  to  other  pastoral  tenants.  His 
opinion  was  that  pastoral  land  should  not  be 
sold  at  all,  but  should  be  leased ;  and  an  op- 
portunity of  re-leasing  this  would  arise  in  1889, 
for  the  present  leases  would  then  expire.  He 
was  not  satisfied  that  the  clauses  of  the  Land 
Act  referred. to  were  intended  for  this  purpose, 
his  impression  being  that  the  clauses  were 
intended  to  apply  only  to  agricultural  land. 
Considering  all  these  facts,  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officer  of  the  Crown,  and  the  undesir- 
ability  of  selling  pastoral  lands,  he  oould  not 
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Eee  his  way  to  open  the  lands  in'  the  manner 
desired  by  the  petitioners. 

DREYERTON-MAURICEVILLE 
TELEPHONE. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
x&l.  If  the  Government  will  provide  telephonic 
oommunic&tion  with  Dreyerton  and  Mauriqe- 
▼ille?  He  had  already  this  session  aisked  a 
similar  question  to  this;  but  after  the  first 
qaestion  was  answered  the  Postmaster-General 
made  a  statement  that  the  telephone,  in  many 
instances,  returned  20  per  cent,  profit  to  the 
colony.  The  settlers  in  INorth  Wairarapa  would 
consider  that  he  (Mr.  Beetham)  had  not  done 
I  his  duty  in  this  matter,  because  they  under- 
stood that  when  the  railway  was  completed 
this  telephonic  communication  would  be  esta- 
blished. He  had  drawn  attention  to  the  matter 
in  the  interests  of  the  settlement,  and  he  also 
thought  that  the  matter  should  bo  attended  to, 
■o  that  the  20  per  cent,  profit  might  be  added 
to  the  funds  of  the  department. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  afraid  that  there  was  not 
30  per  cent,  to  be  made  out  of  this  line.  ,  It 
was  true  that  some  of  the  telephone  communi- 
tions  paid  very  well ;  but,  6f  course,  they  had 
already  made  the  best  of  the  lines.  There  was 
no  more  money  to  be  devoted  to  fresh  telephone 
works  this  year  beyond  those  already  adopted 
by  tlie  department.  With  regard  to  this  one, 
he  might  say  that  the  Telegraph  Department 
was  in  communication  with  the  Railway  De- 
partment, and,  for  railway  purposes,  provision 
would  be  made  to  carry  the  line  from  Mas- 
.  terton  to  ^Mauricevillo.  It  would  then  pass 
through  Dreyerton. 

OOLDFIELDS  COUNTIES. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  the  Government  will  place  counties 
on  ;,'oldfields  on  a  fair  footing  with  similar 
local  bodies  in  settled  districts  by  making  pro- 
vision on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  this 
financial  year,  and  for  renewing  the  vote  of 
£5,000  for  last  year  payable  to  counties  on 
goldfields  who  rate  above  fd.  in  the  pound, 
c-xclnsive  of  rates  under  the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Bating  Acts,  1882  and  1883?  When  the 
Treasurer  l&st  session  introduced  the  Local 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill  he  provided 
in  the  schedule  that  £2,000  each  should  bo 
given  to  eleven  of  the  goldfields  counties,  so 
w  to  place  them  on  a  fetix  footing  with  other 
coanties  in  the  colony.  That  schedule  was 
not  agreed  to;  but,  in  lieu  Uiereof,  on  the 
snpplementary  estimates  he  brought  in  two 
amounts  of  £5,000  each  —  one  being  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  and  the  other  out  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  One  of  these 
amounts  was  struck  out.  The  local  bodies 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  subsidies 
would  be  payable  up  to  the  80th  June,  and 
that  theii  applications  would  be  in  time  if 
sent  in  before  that  date.  Accordingly  several 
applications  were  m^e.  He  saw  that  the 
amoont  was  not  placed  on  the  estimates  again, 
whilst  liabilities  against  it  had  been  incurred. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Treasurer  if  he  would 


put  those  local  bodies  on  the  same  footing  as^ 
regarded  subsidies. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  sum  placed  on  the  estimates  last 
year  had  been  claimed.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment would  renew  the  amount  placed  on 
the  estimates  last  year,  but  certainly  they 
would  not  put  on  a  double  amount. 

GOVERNISIENT  CONTRACTORS. 
Mr.  DARGAVILLE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  inquire  into  the 
alleged  grievances  that  contractors  for  Govern- 
ment works  in  this  colony  labour  under  in  re- 
spect of  the  conditions  of  their  contracts,  and 
modify  the  conditions  where  reasonable  causes 
for  discontent  are  found  to  exist  ?  The  Minis- 
ter would  probably  bo  aware  that  petitions  had 
been  presented  from  contractors,  north  and 
south,  praying  for  relief  in  this  direction. 
Those  petitions  had  been  carefully  inquired 
into  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  and 
referred  to  the  Government  for  their  considera- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  the  attention  of  the  . 
ilinister  had  boon  drawn  to  what  appeared  to 
be  the  much  more  equitable  conditions  under 
which  contracts  were  entered  into  by  the  Crown 
with  contractors  in  Victoria,  and  a  suggestion 
had  been  made  that  the  conditions  in  New 
Zealand  should  be  assimilated  to  the  Victorian 
conditions.  The  conditions  in .  New  Zealand 
were  grossly  ono-sided  and  unfair,  and  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  do  what  was  right  in  tho 
matter. 

_  Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  this  ques- 
tion was  raised  last  session,  and  for  some  timo 
past  the  general  conditions  of  those  contracts 
had  been  under  the  consideration  of  tho  depart- 
ment. Already  several  very  important  altera- 
tions had  been  made  in  them,  and  the  matter 
was  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  E.  BUCKLAND  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  He  had  a  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  to  the  same  effect.  Ho  presented 
a  petition  signed  by  William  Cameron  and 
forty-seven  contractors,  and  he  brought  down 
all  the  information  about  the  Victorian  rules 
and  regulations.  When  he  attended  the  Com- 
mittee it  was  thrown  in  his  teeth  that  the  Auck- 
land people  were  the  only  contractors  who  felt 
themselves  hurt  in  this  matter.  He  then  found 
out  that  a  petition  was  coming  up  from  Dun- 
edin,  and  he  thought  it  wise  to  defer  taking: 
any  action  until  that  was  heard.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  South  presented  a 
petition ;  they  conferred  together,  and  arranged 
that  thoy  should  wait  until  that  petition  was 
reported  on,  so  that  they  could  take  united 
action.  But  the  very  day  that  that  was  re- 
ported on  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West  saw  fit  to  go  round  and  inquire  from  the- 
Committee  what  they  (himself  and  Mr.  Gore) 
had  done,  before  they  had  time  to  take  action 
in  the  matter.  There  was  a  great  deal  behind 
this  matter.  The  chairman  of  the  Contrac- 
tors' Association  had  very  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land West,  and  probably  that  honourable 
member    would    hear    more    of  this    at    tho 
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next  election.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  West,  after  finding  this  ont,  came 
into  the  House  and  immediately  wrote  out  a 
-question  before  they  had  time  to  put  one  on 
the  Order  Paper.  He  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  parliamentary  etiquette  to  jump  anotlier 
•person's  claim,  and  for  another  member  who 
poked  his  nose  into  other  people's  business  to 
put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  before  other 
members  who  had  the  business  in  hand,  and 
were  conferring  together,  had  time  to  take 
action.  The  honourable  member,  no  doubt, 
<le8ired  to  gain  a  great  deal  of  kudos  among 
the  Auckland  contractors,  although  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject.  Before  these 
petitions  were  presented,  a  deputation  of  con- 
tractors waited  upon  him  and  asked  him  (^Ir. 
Buckland)  to  undertake  the  duty ;  and  he 
went  into  the  matter  fully.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  did  the  some  thing. 
This  was  the  first  time  he  had  seen  such  a 
thing  occur.  He  was  very  sorry  that,  for  the 
sake  of  a  little  popularity,  the  honourable 
member  should  have  been  led  away  to  act 
in  this  manner.  He  (Mr.  Buckland)  did  not 
wish  to  gain  any  particular  credit  for  moving 
in  this  matter,  as  the  matter  did  notj  affect 
him.  He  did  not  stand  for  an  Auckland  City 
constituency,  and  he  did  not  suppose  that  he 
had  a  contractor  in  his  district.  He  was  asked 
as  a  favour  to  bring  this  matter  up,  and  he  had 
done  so ;  but,  lUtcr  beariog  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the.  day,  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land West  stepped  forward  and  tried  to  rob  him 
of  all  the  credit  in  connection  with  it.  He  did 
not  grudge  it  to  the  honourable  member,  who 
would  bo  quite  full  enough  of  contractors  before 
the  next  election  was  over.  He  imderstood 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  he  in- 
tended to  take  some  action  in  this  matter,  and 
he  felt  quite  certain  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  do  so  ;  and  from  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  O'Connor  spoke— he  referred  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Public  Works,  not  to  the  descen- 
■dant  of  ancient  kings — he  felt  quite  .certain 
that  that  gentleman  intended  to  do  justice  to 
the  contractors.  He  would  not  make  any  fur- 
ther remarks,  except  that  he  thought  there 
should  be  a  certain  amount  of  good-fellowship 
^bmong  members,  and  he  was  sorry  that  on 
this  occasion  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  do 
something  not  often  done  in  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  DAHGAVILLE  said  that  this  was  a 
matter  which  had  been  in  his  hands  before 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  North 
was  in  the  House.  The  contractors  of  Auck- 
land had  intrusted  the  matter  to  him  (^Ir. 
Datgaville)  previously,  and  he  had  been  enaea- 
youring  for  years  to  have  this  matter  adjusted 
in  their  interests.  Not  one  session  had  passed 
without  his  doing  so.  When  Mr.  Johnston  waA 
Minister  for  Piiblic  Works  he  made  certain 
promises  to  him  (Mr.  Dargaville),  which  were 
only  to  a  moderate  extent  carried  out.  With 
reference  to  his  action  this  session,  before  he 
left  Auckland  a  gentleman  connected  with  the 
Contractors'  Association  waited  oh  him,  and 
again  asked  him  to  endeavour  to  get  those 
conditions  amended.  He  said  he  would  when 
Mr.  W.  Sf\  Bttchland 


the  opportunity  presented  itself,  and  even  then 
he  waited  this  session  until*  he  received  by  post 
from  the  association  a  circular  again  calling 
his  attention  to  the  matter.  Knowing  that 
petitions  were  before  the  House,  he  waited 
until  the  petitions  were  presented ;  and,  when 
he  found  that  no  one  else  was  taking  action,  he 
felt  it  his  duty,  in  fulfilment  of  his  promise,  to 
ask  the  Minister  a  question.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  could  hardly  be  accused,  in  the 
choice  phraseology  of  the  honourable  member, 
of  '*  jumping  his  cl^im."  He  did  not  envy  him 
any  popularity  he  would  gain,  and  would  be 
well  pleased  if  he  or  -any  other  honourable 
member  would  only  succeed  in  having  this  in- 
justice removed.  He  denied  that  he  was  insti- 
gated by  any  desire  to  deprive  the  honooiable 
gentleman  of  any  popularity  he  might  think  he 
was  entitled  to. 

Mr.  GOKE  said,  as  the  subject  had  been 
raised,  he  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
regarding  some  of  the  grievances  which  con- 
tractors with  the  Government  had  laboured 
under  for  many  years.  The  Government  sub- 
jected contractors,  as  business-men,  to  con- 
ditions which  no  other  business-men  in  the 
colony  were  called  upon  to  submit  to,  and 
which  they  would  not  tolerate  for  an  hour. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  arbitrary  power  of 
compelling  a  contractor  to  do  work  whether 
it  had  been  specified  or  not.  The  specifica- 
tions distinctly  showed  how  a  cutting  was  to 
be  made.  For  example:  the  sections  gave 
the  depth,  and  the  specifications  the  slope ; 
but  if,  owing  to  the  slope  being  insufficient 
or  to  any  other  cause,  a  slip  should  take 
place,  the  contractor  was  called  on  to  remove 
it  at  his  own  expense,  though  that  might  he 
hundreds  or  even  a  thousand  pounds.-  There 
had  been  such  cases.  That,  he  thought,  was 
a  most  unjust  and  arbitrary  clause,  and  it 
had  caused  many  good  contractors  to  refrain 
from  tendering  for  Government  work.  And  the 
Government  had  certainly  to  pay  a  higher  price 
through  imposing  these  stringent  conditions ; 
for  contractors,  in  tendering  for  works,  took 
these  risks  into  account,  and  tendered  at  a 
higher  price.  Surely  it  was  not  right  or  just 
that  there  should  be  such  one-sided  con- 
ditions: the  Government  should  give  a  little 
ordinary  fair-play  to  the  contractor,  and  not 
oppress  him  in  this  extremely  harsh  manner. 
The  contractors'  associations  in  the  two 
Islands  had  drawn  up  sets  of  fair  conditions, 
which  he  believed  had  been  submitted  to  the . 
Government.  These  conditions  gave  the  Go- 
vernment all  they  could  possibly  expect :  they 
stringently  prevented  the  contractors  from 
working  by  the  truck  system,  and  they  pro- 
vided that  wages  should  be  paid  in  oash  or 
other  good  consideration.  One  of  the  Govern- 
ment conditions  which  he  thought  was  most 
arbitrary  was  clause  39,  which  read  thus  :— 

"  In  ease  of  any  dispute  arising  between  the 
contractor  and  the  Assistant  Engineer  or  over- 
seer as  to  the  quantities  or  quality  or  value  of 
materials  or  workmanship,  it  shall  be  referred 
to  the  Besidcnt  Engineer ;  and,  if  the  contrac- 
tor fall  to  refer  any  such  dispute  at  the  time  it 
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to  the  Resident  Engineer,  the  decision 
oC  ihe  Assistant  Engineer  or  overseer  shall  be 
binding  on  the  contractor. " 

He  thought  it  was  a  most  monstrous  pro- 
fisioti  that,  in  case  a  contractor  neglected  to 
myp«al  at  once  to  the  Besident  Engineer,  the 
arbitrary  decision  of  some  inspector  or  overseer 
^-perhaps  a  working-man  who  might  have  ill- 
feeing  against  the  contractor,  and  who  might 
have  Uttle  or  no  knowledge  of  the  matter — was 
to  be  binding  and  final,  and  the  contractor  was 
to  suffer  any  loss  he  might  'be  so  caused,  and 
Id  have  no  redress  whatever.  He  had  not  even 
the  ordinary  resource  of  any  person  engaged  in 
any  other  business ;  for  the  conditions  of  the 
ixmtract  prevented  his  going  into  a  Court  of 
law.    Clause  40  read, — 

'*  Should  any  dispute  arise  as  to  any  matter 
oc  thing  connected  with  the  execution  of  the 
vrock,  or  as  to  the  intent  or  meaning  of  these 
oonditions,  or  any  part  of  the  contract,  it  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  and  his 

I       decision,  interim  or  final,  shall  be  finally  bind- 
ing and  conclusive  oi^  all  parties. 

I  "  But  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Engineer-in- 

Chief  to  refer  to  the  Resident  Engineer,  for  his 
decision,  the  settlement  of  any  dispute  which 
may  arise  as  to  the  quality  or  quantity  or  value 
of  work  or  material ;  and  in  such  case  the 
decision  of  the  Resident  Engineer  shall  be 
finally  binding  and  conclusive  on  all  parties, 
and,  when  necessary,  shall  be  adopted  by  and 
acted  on  by  the  Engineer-in-Chief." 

This  was  a  most  arbitrary  clause.  The 
Engineer-in-Chief  had  the  power  of  saying  that 
a  contractor  should  have  no  redress  if  he  had 
lufiered  loss  at  the  instance  of  an  overseer.  It 
was  one  of  the  first  principles  of  justice  that 
Riiy  man  who  suffered  a  wrong  should  have 
&  remedy.  The  proposed  conditions  to  which 
he  had  referred  provided  that  in  all  cases  of 
disagreement  or  doubt  the  matter  should  be 
referred  to  arbitration  in  the  usual  way ;  and  no 
fair-minded  person  could  object  to  that.  He 
hoped  the  House  v/ould  fairly  and  impartially 
consider  the  case  of  these  contractors.  At  any 
mte,  he  hoped  the  Government  would  give 
their  grievances  very  serious  consideration. 
The  present  system  was  certainly  driving  a 
number  of  good  contractors  from  New  Zealand 
to  the  other  colonies.  The  new  conditions  he 
had  referred  to  would  be  fairer  to  all  parties 
concerned.  There  was  another  clause  to  which 
he  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, although  to  alter  it  would  bo  altering  a 
piactice  which  had  been  followed  for  many 
years.  In  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales, 
work,  instead  of  being  paid  for  in  a  lump  sum, 
was  paid  for  at  schedule  rates,  and  therefore 
the  Government  paid  for  the  exact  amount  of 
work  done.  But  under  the  present  system  here, 
if  a  contractor  made  a  mistake  in  his  calcula- 
tions, and  over-estimated,  say,  the  amount  of 
earth  to  be  removed  by  one-half,  the  Govem- 
meiit  had  to  pay  double  what  it  should  pay. 
Thf  rf^  had  been  such  cases.  The  scliedujo-rate 
«y-tem  worked  most  fairly  and  successfully  in 
Victoria  and  New  .South  Wales,  and  ho  hoped 


the  Government  would  consider  its  adoption 
here. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  had  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  in  connection  with  disputes  in  these  Go- 
vernment contracts,  fitnd  had  invariably  found 
that,  whatever  the  merits  of  the  case  might  be, 
they  were  always  of  a  one-sided  character.  The- 
contractor  always  found  himself  out  of  Court 
at  once,  under  some  condition  of  the  contract 
which  gave  the  Government  a  one-sided  power^ 
He  thought  there  was  no  analogy  between  the 
case  of  an  architect  in  a  private  contract  and 
that  of  an  engineer  under  the  Government.. 
The  architect  had  his  reputation  at  stake,  and 
his  professional  status  was  dependent  on  his 
exercising  fair  judgment  and  a  sense  of  justice 
in  case  of  dispute.  A  Government  engineer, 
on  the  contrary,  was  a  servant,  and  was  subject 
to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  that  position. 
It  might  be  true  that  an  engineer  would  resent 
interference,  and  any  interference  attempted 
might  be  very  tmfair.  But  to  place  all  the  risk 
of  error,  and  accident,  and  arbitrary  change  of 
plans  on  the  contractor,  especially  in  large  con- 
tracts, was  very  great  injustice ;  and,  in  prac- 
tice, it  did  tend  to  keep  many  from  tendering 
who  otherwise  would  tender.  That  could  not 
be  doubted.  Men  of  means,  and  in  every  way 
well  fitted  to  take  up  large  contracts,  would 
hold  aloof  for  the  reasons  stated,  and  the  ten- 
dering would  be  often  left  to  men  of  no  means ; 
and  the  result  was  often  increased  cost  to  the 
country.  !Mauy  of  the  most  stringent  condi- 
tions required  relaxing.  A  system  so  one-sided 
in  its  opeiation  as  this  was  must  be  a  vicious 
system,  and  its  amendment  should  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  at  the  earhcst 
possible  moment. 

Mr.  E.  lilCHARDSON  said  he  had  already 
stated,  as  to  the  points  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  South,  that  they 
were  under  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
Government.  He  would  not  have  said  another 
word  but  for  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West.  He  objected  alto- 
gether to  the  statement  that  the  reputations  of 
the  Engineers  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
were  not  at  stake  just  as  much  as  those  of  any 
arch itect  engaged  by  private  individuals.  Their 
professional  status  was  just  as  dependent  on 
their  excrcii<ing  fair  judgment  and  justice  as 
that  of  any  architect.  The  department  had 
a  class  of  very  highly  qualified  officers,  and  as 
capable  of  acting  fairly  as  any  professional 
gentlemen  in  the  colony  ;  and  he  objected  to 
the  fact  of  a  man  being  a  Government  officer 
being  held  to  constitute  a  ground  for*  putting 
his  professional  status  in  an  inferior  position 
to  that  of  those  outside  the  Government  service. 
Mr.  FP^KGUS  hoped  the  House  would  not. 
regard  this  matter  as  a  mere  question  of  which 
of  the  two  members  deser\'ed  kudos  for  some- 
thing or  another.  lb  was  undoubtedly  the  fact 
that  the  unfairness  of  the  conditions  of  Go- 
vernment contracts  had  deterred  many  good 
contractors  from  tendering.  It  had  not  only 
had  that  efifect,  but  it  had  driven  many  good 
men  out  of  the  country,  and  many  of  the 
principal  tontractors  in  the  other  colonies  now 
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were  menil'who  had  left  New  Zealand  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  their  taking  contracts 
i|rom  the  Gtovemment  with  prudence.  Some 
-of  these  men,  he  knew,  had  said  that  they 
would  not  for  a  moment  think  of  tender- 
ing in  New  Zealand  for  a  Government  work 
under  the  system  in  vogue  here.  He  would 
give  the  House  an  illustration  of  how  things 
were  sometimes  workdd  in  this  colony  in  the 
matter  of  Government  contracts.  One  of 
the  best  contractors  in  Wellington,  a  man 
of  considerable  experience  —  he  believed  it 
would  bo  no  breach  of  confidence  to  say  it 
was  Mr.  Lockie — had  told  him  that  under  the 
specifications  for  the  contract  for  the  Mana- 
watu  Gorge  line  the  contractor  was  to  do  the 
work,  irrespective  of  what  the  specifications 
said,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Supervising 
Engineer.  This  meant  that,  if  a  cutting  was  to 
be  done  with  a  certain  specified  slope,  and  it  was 
found  that,  through  some  defect  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  ground  not  previously  ascertained, 
or  any  other  cause,  a  less  steep  slope  was  neces- 
sary, the  contractor  was  to  make  it  at  his  own 
cost.  The  Inspecting  Engineer  had  the  abso- 
lute power  of  making  the  contractor  take  out 
every  particle  of  loose  material,  and  to.  go  as 
far  back  in  the  hillside  as  he  liked;  and 
for  all  this  work  the  contractor  was  to  get 
no  remuneration  at  all.  He  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South 
that  the  system  of  paying  by  schedule  rates 
would  be  very  much  fairer,  for  then,  if  it  were 
found  that  a  '*  batter "  might  be  less  or  must 
be  more  than  specified,  the  Government  would 
pay  for  exactly  the  amount  of  work  done. 
If  a  less  "batter"  were  found  to  be  enough 
the  Government  would  get  the  benefit  of  it; 
but  if  it  were  found  that  the  engineer  had 
made  a  mistake,  or  if  the  formation  of  the 
ground  was  worse  than  expected,  and  the  con- 
trsbotor  had  to  do  a  largely-increased  amount  of 
work  in  consequence,  then,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  was  fair  and  just,  let  him  be  paid  for  it. 
He  knew  contractors  in  the  colony — good,  true, 
honest  men  of  the  highest  character — who  had 
taken  contracts,  and  when  they  were  in  pro- 
gress slips  had  occurred  cov^ering  the  line  for 
•a  considerable  distance ;  and  yet  they  were  told 
that,  through  the  mistake  of  the  engineer  in  not 
.giving  slope  enough  for  the  state  of  the  ground, 
the  contractors  had  to  remove  the  slip  and 
make  a  fresh  slope  at  their  own  cost,  though  it 
might  be  ruinous  in  amount.  It  was  a  gross 
injustice.  Then,  as  to  another  matter — the  ac- 
ceptance of  tenders — he  would  like  to  see  the 
system  adopted  here  which  was  in  force  in  Vic- 
toria. There,  there  was  a  Board  of  Works,  and 
at  twelve  o'clock  of  the  day  on  which  tenders 
were  sent  in  the  Board  met  and  opened  them. 
The  contractor  could  be  there  himself,  or  have 
an  agent  there,  and  it  was  at  once  declared 
which  was  the  lowest  tender ;  and  if  it  came  at 
all  within  the  estimate  of  the  engineer  it  was 
accepted.  He  might  say  that,  having  done 
work  in  three  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  there 
ware  in  no  colony  any  conditions  at  contract  so 
■arbitrary  as  those  in  force  in  New  Zealand. 
He  hoppd,  after  the  strong  representations  of 
Mr,  Fergus 


the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Sooihy 
who  could  speak  as  an  expert  in  the  matfteti^ 
the  Government  would  take  seriously  into  con^ 
sideration  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  Con- 
tractors* Associcwbions  of  Auckland  and  Dunedii}., 
and  also  those  suggested  to  hoQourable  mem- 
bers by  contractors  in  Wellington. 

lilr.  PEACOCK  was  glad  to  hear  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  state  that  these  conditioiifl 
were  being  considered,  with  a  view  to  their 
modification.'  He  had  also  had  representa- 
tions made  to  him  in  the  matter,  but  did 
npt  consider  it  necessary  to  take  indepen- 
dent action,  as  it  had  been  taken  by  other 
honourable  members.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  conditions  under  which  contractors 
worked  for  the  Government  were  arbitrary  an4 
unfair  in  the  extreme;  but  he  need  not  go 
into  the  details,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  had  done  so.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  contractors  in  this  colony  were 
quite  as  capable  of  carrying  out  work  as  those 
in  any  of  the  Australasian  Colonies ;  but  the 
result  of  the  conditions  being  so  haxd  might 
be  that  the  Government  would  have  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  the  work  undertaken  than 
they  otherwise  would.  He  hoped  the  result  of 
the  Minister's  consideration  of  the  conditions 
would  be  that  the  contractors  would  be  re- 
lieved of  the  grievances  under  which  they  at 
present  laboured. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  hoped  the  debate  would  now 
come  to  an  end,  as  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  stated  the  matter  was  imder  con- 
sideration. He  hardly  thought  it  would  be 
right  to  allow  the  contractors  to  make  their 
own  conditions :  in  fact,  he  had  always  heard 
that  the  Government  came  ofi  worst  in  these 
matters.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  condi- 
tions were  stringmit ;  but  he  did  not  know  that 
they  were  any  more  so  than  those  made  by 
private  individuals  with  contractors.  In  the 
case  of  private  individuals  the  matter  was  left 
generally  to  the  architect,  and  in  Government 
contracts  it  was  left  practically  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  stood  much  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  an  architect  did  in  private  contracts. 
Another  thing  which  must  be  remembered  was 
that  contractors  under  Government  always  had 
an  appeal  to  Parliament ;  whereas  contnu^tors 
for  private  individuals  .had  no  appeal.  It  was 
not  at  all  likely  that  the  Engineer-in-Chief 
would  act  unjustly.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  misunderstand  the  conditions  when 
it  was  said  that  contractors  had  lost  anything 
through  hard  conditions  being  imposed.  He 
did  not  believe  such  had  been  the  case  at  all. 
As  for  the  case  of  Miller  Brothers,  they  had 
never  been  contractors  in  New  ZeaJand ;  and 
as  for  Mr.  Mackay,  those  who  came  from  Otago 
knew  that  he  had,  unfortunately,  to  seek  the 
protection  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  Sydney : 
and  therefore  it  was  wrong  to  say  that  con- 
tractors had  been  compelled  to  leave  the  colony 
on  account  of  the  hard  conditions  imposed  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  thought  the  Premier 
was  in  error  in  saying  that  the  Engineer-in- 
Chief  had   only  the   same   power   as   arohi- 


1886.] 


Government 


[HOUSE.] 


Contractors. 


15 


tects ;  for,  through  the  exertions  of  the 
BuOdetB*  Association  of  Auckland,  the  con- 
ditions with  regard  to  buildings  had  recently 
been  altered,  and  now  any  matters  in  dis- 
pute were  settled  by  arbitration.  That  was 
a  point  which  tiie  Minister  for  Public  Works 
should  consider.  He  was  sure,  from  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  contractors  of  Auckland  whom 
he  had  had  the  honour  of  introducing  to  the 
Minister  for  Public  Woiks,  that  that  honour- 
able gentleman  must  see  that  great  grievances 
existed  which  ought  to  be  remedied.  He  was 
slftd  to  hear  that  the  conditions  were  about  to 
be  altered. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  did  not  think  it  sbould  be  for- 
gotten that  the  present  conditions  with  regard 
to  contracts  in  New  Zealand  had  grown  up 
gradually,  and  had  been  rendered  necessary  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  colony  against  the 
wrongs  which  were  being  inflicted  upon  it  by 
contnbctors,  who,  as  a  rule,  were  well  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves.     Those  who  had  had 
anything  to  do  with  conducting  the  affairs  of 
the  country  must  know  that  contractors  had 
often  drawn  it  into  Courts  of  law,  and  made  it 
pay  very  heavily.    It  might  perhaps  be  shown 
that  some  of  the  conditions  were  rather  hard ; 
but,  still,  there  remained  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  lack  of  contractors   to  carry  on  any 
necessary  work.     However,  there  were  some 
matters  in  regard  to  which  it  might  be  well 
that  the  conditions  of  contract  should  be  re- 
vised, and  one  in  particular — contracts  for  the 
supply  of  fuel.     There  was  no  doubt  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  in  the  quality  of  coal, 
and  yet  large  quantities  of  a  very  inferior  coal 
was  now  imported  by  the  Government  from 
outside  the  colony.    The  Government  appeared 
to  consider  nothing  but  the  price,  and  had  re- 
fused tenders  at  the  same  price — or  a  very  little 
higher — for   New    Zealand  coal,   which  was 
infinitely  superior  to  the  stony  and  useless  coal 
from  Newcastle.     He  did  not  say  this  because 
be  came  from  a  coal-producing  district ;   but 
honourable  Hiembers  could  see,  from  the  con- 
snmption  on  their  own  premises,  how  impossible 
it  was  to  get  any  heat  from  the  imported  coal. 
He  would  also  suggest  to  the  Government  that 
they  should  use  the  small  native  coal  in  en- 
gines and  ironworks,  because  they  could  get  it 
cheaper,  and  the  smallest  New  Zealand  coal 
vas  superior  to  the  largest  Newcastle.    He  had 
no  interest  in  the  supply  of  coal,  but,  having 
seen  how  these  things  were  done,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  mention  the  matter,  as  one  of 
importance. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  had  in- 
tended  to  say  something  on  this  matter, 
but  as  it  had  been  said  by  other  honourable 
members  he  would  not  repeat  it.  He  would, 
however,  point  out  one  matter  which  had  not 
been  alluded  to,  and  that  was,  that  if  the 
Government  would  make  their  payments  more 
punctually  they  would  get  their  contracts 
taken  cheaper.  He  knew  from  experience  that 
iiie  question  of  interest  was  one  of  importance, 
snd  therefore,  under  the  present  system,  con- 
tractors had  to  tender  higlier  than  Ihey  would 
otherwise  do. 


Mr.  GORE  would  like  to  correct  the  Premier, 
who  said  that  the  Engineer-in-Chief  stood  very 
much  in  the  same  position  as  an  architect  in 
private  contracts.  That  was  not  so,  for  two 
years  ago  an  alteration  was  made  in  building 
contracts  by. which  they  were  subject  to  arbi- 
tration. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  was  much  sur- 
prised to  hear  honourable  members  blaming 
the  Government  for  the  stringency  of  the  con- 
ditiohs  of  their  contracts.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers would  only  look  back  to  what  had  taken 
place  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  they  could  not 
fail  to  acknowledge  that  the  Government  had 
seen  the  error  of  their  ways.  It  was  an  entirely 
new  departure ;  and  he  could  say,  without  the 
least  fear  of  contradiction,  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment adopted  the  Midland  Railway  contract  as 
a 'model  there  would  be  no  complaints  from 
contractors  in  the  future. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUGKLAND  was  pleased  that  ho 
had  been  the  means  of  a  debate  taking  place 
on  this  matter.  Ho  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  contractors 
would  be  content  if  the  same  provision  with 
regard  to  arbitration  were  in  force  here  as  was  in 
force  in  ilelbourne,  where  the  Board  of  Works 
had  two  voices  to  one  as  against  the  con- 
tractors. In  reply  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  West— who  said  that  if  he  had 
known  that  some  one  else  was  going  into  the 
matter  he  should  not  have  done  so — he  would 
only  say  that  it  was  very  strange  that  the 
honourable  member  put  his  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper  on  the  very  day  the  petitions  wera 
reported  on. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

SEACLIFF  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  asked  the 
Government,  If  they  intend  to  take  any  further 
steps  to  investigate  the  charges  of  alleged  neg- 
lect of  duty  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Ncill,  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Scacliff  Asylum?  He 
had  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  be- 
cause a  very  Berious  charge  had  been  mado 
against  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  this 
asylum,  which  charge  appeared  in  the  Otago 
Daily  Times y  and  was  signed  by  two  ex- 
warders,  A.  Sutherland  and  M.  Dundas.  To 
make  the  question  more  clear  he  would  read 
the  charge : — 

"  John  Cook  was  a  patient  in  the  asylum  for 
some  time  previous  to  February,  1880.  At 
the  latter  end  of  that  month  he  took  to  his 
bed,  and  Dr.  Neill  instructed  Warder  Dundas 
that  he  was  to  get  up.  Cook  refused,  and 
Dundas  did  not  insist,  as  he  was  clearly  in  a 
low  state  of  health.  After  a  day  or  two  he 
was  ordered  out  of  bed  by  Dr.  Neill  himself, 
in  presence  of  Dundas,  the  doctor  saying  to 
Dundas  that  it  was  '  a  lazy  fit.'  Cook  remained 
up  for  a  few  days,  during  which  Attendants 
WoUey  and  Pullar  remarked  that  he  was  dying 
on  his  feet,  and  ought  to  be  in  bed.  John  Cook 
at  last  went  to  bed  of  his  own  accord,  saying 
he  was  unable  to  be  up  any  longer.  He  wa« 
last  visited  by  Dr.  Neill  on  Thursday,  the  25th 
February,  188G,  when  the  doctor  told  Dundas 
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to  give  him  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  but  afterwards 
said,  *  Never  mind.'  On  Friday,  the  26th,  Dr. 
Neiirs  attention  was  especially  drawn  to  Cook 
by  Dundas  telling  him  that  Cook  was  much 
worse  than  the  preceding  day,  when  the  doctor 
replied, '  He  is  more  knave  than  fool ;  give  him 
a  dose  of  salts,  and  put  him  up.'  Dr.  Neill  did 
not  visit  Cook  at  all  on  the  26th.  On  Saturday, 
the  27th,  Dr.  Neill  passed  through  the  lai^er 
ward,  where  the  attendants  were  on  duty,  but 
did  not  enter  the  room  opening  off  this  larger 
ward,  in  which  smaller  room  Cook  lay  dying. 
To  this  we  can  both  positively  testify,  as  we 
were  both  on  duty  throughout  the  whole  day,- 
and  no  one  could  go  into  the  smaller  room 
without  our  seeing  them,  John  Cook  com- 
plained to  Dundas  at  not  being  visited  by  Dr. 
Neill,  and  said  to  another  attendant  that  he 
was  being  *  done.'  He  died  the  same  Saturday 
evening,  at  twenty  minutes  to  ten.  Dr.  Neill 
was  sent  for,  and  came  fifteen  minutes  later, 
remarking,  '  Heart  disease,  as  I  thought.'  On 
the  lOfch  May  we  respectfully  notified  Dr.  Neill 
by  letter  that  we  were  going  to  lay  the  mat- 
ter before  proper  authority  for  investigation. 
Twenty  minutes  after  receiving  our  letter  he 
came  to  the  ward,  asked  us  if  we  had  written 
the  letter,  and  at  once  ordered  us  to  leave  the 
service.  On  asking  him  for  a  reason,  he  said, 
'  This  impertinent  letter.  I  would  not  have  two 
blackguards  like  you  about  the  place.'  We 
answered  that  he  had  better  bo  careful  what 
he  said.  Dr.  Neill  then  went  away,  and  re- 
turned with  Mr.  Watt,  and  said,  'I  imme- 
diately order  these  two  men  away,  for  insub- 
onli  nation.'" 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  must  interpose.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  now  far  exceeded 
the  latitude  that  was  granted  to  members  in 
putting  questions.  The  reading  of  lengthy  t%- 
tracts  from  newspapers,  full  of  debatable  mat- 
ter, should  not  be  brought  before  the  House 
and  into  the  pages  of  Hansard  under  cover  of 
asking  a  question. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH  -  BRADSHAW  would 
only  add  that  these  two  men  came  to  him 
before  the  session,  but  that  he  had  referred 
them  to  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 
He  believed  that  they  had  cofnmunicated  with 
that  gentleman;  but  these  were  their  state- 
ments after  the  inquiry.  He  might  say  that 
he  knew  Dr.  Neill  very  well  as  a  medical  man 
of  high  attainments,  and  was  convinced  that 
ho  was  a  most  humane  man;  but,  for  Dr. 
Neill's  own  sake,  ib  was  very  desirable  that 
these  statements  should  be  further  inquired 
into,  and  the  matter  put  at  rest. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  he  hod  a  memorandum 
from  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  which 
ho  had  better  read  to  the  House,  after  the 
statements  which  had  been  read  to  the  House 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Cen- 
tral:— 

**  This  matter  has  already  been  inquired  into 
three  different  times— (1)  At  the  inquest,  where 
Messrs.  Dundas  and  Sutherland  ought  to  have 
made  their  complaint ;  (2)  by  the  Deputy-In- 
fepector,  Mr.  W.  P.  Street,  of  Dunedin,  who 
thouglit  the  charges  were  not  made  good ; 
Mr.  Bradsliaigh-Bradshaw 


(3)  by  myself,  as  Inspector  of  Asylums.  1  caxe- 
fully  examined  all  the  persons  concerned,  and 
found  that  the  whole  matter  turned  on  & 
simple  matter  of  fact.  The  oomplainanta 
alleged  that  Dr.  Neill  did  not  viait  the  patient, 
John  Cook,  for  some  time  —  from  the  tim& 
when  he  finally  took  to  his  bed,  on  Thursday, 
the  25th,  till  he  died  on  the  Saturday,  the 
27th  February.  Dr.  Neill,  Chief  Attendant 
Macdonald,  and  Warder  Pollar  (and  Warder 
Wolley,  who  was  not  so  definite)  swore  that 
Dr.  Neill  saw  and  examined  Cook  at  twenty 
minutes  past  fouf  6'clock  p.m.  on  the  27tb, 
and  had  also  seen  him  previously,  which  tiie 
case-book  corroborated.  There  was  thns  a  di- 
rect conflict  of  testimony,  and  I  accordin$;ly 
was  obliged  to  conclude  that  there  was  nothing 
proved.  I  was  further  led  to  this  decision  by 
the  fact  that  Dundas  was  under  notice  to  leave 
before  the  complaint  was  made,  and  Suther- 
land and  Dundas  could  give  no  satisfactory  ex- 
planation why  they  allowed  nearly  two  months 
to  elapse  before  moving  in  the  matter  at  all, 
instead  of  appearing,  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  at  the  inquest." 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Govommont 
did  not  see  any  need  for  further  inquiry. 

TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE  SYSTEM 
Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General, — (1.)  Why  tlie  annual  cost  for  main- 
tenance, repairs,  and  working  expenses  of  the 
telephone-exchange  system  has  not  been  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Post  OflBce  and  Telegraph 
Department  lately  laid  before  this  House  ?  (2.) 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  said  expenditure 
for  the  past  year  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  tliat  the  return  had  been 
prepared,  and  would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days. 

THAMES  DRAINAGE  BOARD. 

Colonel  ERASER  asked  the  Mmister  of 
Mines,  Whether,  under  the  pressing  neoes> 
sities  of  the  Thames  Drainage  Board,  to  which 
his  attention  has  been  called,  he  intends 
placing  a  sum  of  money  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  for  their  relief  ?  The  Minister  would 
be  aware  that  the  Government  constituted  a 
Drainage  Board  at  the  Thames,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Gold-mining  Districts  Act,. 
and  that,  that  Board  having  been  constituted^ 
members  were  elected,  an  area  was  circum- 
scribed, and  contributions  were  levied  upon  the 
different  owners  of  mines  within  that  area ;  bat 
purchases  of  machinery  had  to  be  made,  and 
there  was  no  money  available,  nor  any  means 
by  which  the  Drainage  Board  could  acquire 
machinery ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  alsked 
the  question  which  stood  in  his  name. 

Mr.  LARNACH  replied  that  this  was  aV 
matter  connected  with  the  Big  Pump,  which  \ 
had  so  frequently  been  brought  before  the 
House;  and,  in  order  that  honourable  mem- 
bers might  understand  the  question,  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  reply  at  some  length. 
The  facts  of  the  case  were  as  follow :  Section 
18  of  "The  Immigration  and  Public  Works. 
Loan  Act,   1674,"  authorized  £50,000    to    bo 
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advanced  to  ihe  Provincial  District  of  Aack- 
land  to  aid  works  on  the  Thames  Groldfield. 
An  agreement  was  subsequently  entered  into 
between  the  Superintendent  and  the  Imperial 
Crown.  Tookey,  Caledonian,  and  Golden  Crown 
Gold-mining  Companies  for  an  advance  of  the 
£50,000  for  sinking  a  main  shaft  to  test  the 
low  levels,  and  for  pumping  operations;   the 
Superintendent  taking  security  over  the  plant 
and  property  of  the  associated  companies  for 
payment  of  interest  at  5}  per  cent,  and  1}  per 
cent,  sinking  fund,  the  principal  sum  being 
repayable  in  seven  years — ^namely,  1881.    The 
whole  amount — £50,000 — was  expended  be- 
tween April,  1874,  and  February,  1877.    Inter- 
est to  the  amount  of  £2,866  4s.  5d.  was  paid, 
leaving  a  balance  due  in  February,  1877,  of 
£992  10s.  9d.     Sinking  fund  to  the  amount  of 
£1,061 6s.  lid.  was  also  unpaid.    Section  10  of 
"  The  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appro- 
pdation  Act,  1876,"  authorized  that  the  securi- 
ties referred  to  be  transferred  to  the  Thames 
Goonty  Council,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
by  agreement  dated  the  6th  May,  1877,  the 
county  and  borough  to  maintain   the   pump 
for  two  years — namely,  to  the  Slst  January, 
1879.     This  was  done,  at  a  cost  of  £12,000— 
£4,000  contributed  by  the  borough  and  £8,000 
by  the  county.     By  section  18  of  "  The  Immi- 
gration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation  Act, 
1877,'*   the    property   became  vested    in    the 
county,    whilst    section    14    empowered    the 
coan^  to  sell   the  securities  and  deal  with 
them  as  private  property.    The  pump  and  plant 
were  eventually  sold  to  a  company  for  a  very 
imall  sum — under  £3,000,  he  (Mr.  Larnach)  was 
given  to  understand — to  the  United  Pumping 
Association,  to  recoup  the  county  for  money 
advanced.    A  Drainage  Board  had  then  been 
formed,  with  power  to  levy  rates  and  to  work 
the  pnmping-machinery  for  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned;    and    certainly   these   works    had 
now  no  further  claim  for  consideration  by  the 
General  Government,  if  local  government  was 
ever  to  become  a  practical  reality. 

Colonel  PHASER  said  that,  the  adjournment 
<rf  the  House  having  been  moved,  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  replying  to  the  Minister.  Had 
he  heen  in  a  position  to  reply  he  could  have 
shown  the  honourable  gentleman  where  he  was 
in  error. 

NELSON  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  Whether  the  report  on  the  Nelson 
Hartwur,  as  promised  last  session,  is  com- 
pleted ;  and,  if  so,  when  it  will  be  laid  before 
this  House?  Last  session  the  Government 
promised  that  they  would  get  a  competent  offi- 
cer to  report  upon  the  Nelson  Harbour.  During 
the  recess  he  wrote  to  them  on  the  subject,  and 
was  informed  that  a  survey  had  been  made, 
^  that  the  report  would  be  issued  shortly. 
As  some  considerable  time  had  elapsed  since 
that  promise  was  given,  and  the  report  had  not 
yet  been  forthcoming,  he  should  like  to  know 
something  about  it. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  report  was  nearly 
J^y  for  publication :  the  plans,  in  fact,  had 
"^^  so  far  advanced  that  they  wore  being 

VOL.  LVI  -2. 


copied.  He  hoped  that  before  the  end  of  the 
week  the  report  would  be  available  for  the 
honourable  gentleman's  information. 

NOMINATED  EMIGRANTS. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Immigra- 
tion, If  he  will  consider  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  proportion  of  passage-money  now 
required  to  oe  paid  by  the  friends  of  nomi- 
nated emigrants  ?  In  explanation  of  the  ques- 
tion he  might  read  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  which  he  had  received  : — 

"  Bluff,  12th  July,  1886. 
"  Sib, — I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  can  do  anything  in  assisting  me  to  get 
out  my  wife  and  five  children  under  the  nomi- 
nated -  immigrant  system,  as  I  am  keeping 
two  homes.  I  am  a  fisherman  here  at  the 
Bluff,  and  have  to  work  very  hard,  as  I  have 
been  trying  to  save  money  enough  to  bring  my 
family  out  here.  Now  I  find  that  I  cannot  get 
them  out  under  £10  per  adult  and  £5  each  for 
the  children.  As  my  family  is  large,  it  will 
cost  me  more  m^ney  than  I  can  command.  I 
have  been  out  here  over  two  years,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  raise  the  sufficient  sum, 
through  having  to  send  Home  money  every 
chance  I  get  for  the  support  of  my  family  at 
Home.  Now,  I  think  it  is  very  hard  on  a  poor 
man  like  myself.  Having  to  send  them  money 
keeps  me  a  long  time  in  getting  the  required 
amount.  I  have  worked  both  night  and  day  to 
try  and  get  it,  but  in  my  position  it  takes  time 
to  save  a  few  pounds ;  so  I  have  to  wait,  unless 
I  could  get  a  reduction." 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  case  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  an  exceedingly  hard  one ; 
but  the  regulations  had  to  be  carried  out  in 
their  entirety,  so  that  no  exception  could  be 
made.  He  was  afraid,  in  the  present  mind 
of  the  House,  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
the  vote  for  immigration  being  increased.  If 
£50,000  or  even  £100,000  were  voted  it  would 
all  be  absorbed  by  nominations,  but  he  saw  no 
chance  whatever  of  getting  any  increase  to  the 
vote,  though  he  thought  that  a  much  larger 
sum  than  was  now  spent  should  be  applied  to 
the  purpose. 

SEAL  FISHERIES  BILL. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marino, 
If  he  intends  to  proceed  further  with  the  Seal 
Fisheries  Bill  this  session  ?  He  put  this  ques- 
tion at  the  instance  of  the  flayers  of  the  Bluff 
and  Invercargill,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  latter  place ; 
and  he  miglit  say  that  there  was  a  unanimous 
feeling  in  the  South  that  this  Bill  should  bo 
left  over  until  another  year. 

Mr.  LARNACH  replied  that  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  refoircd 
had  had  this  measure  under  their  considera- 
tion ever  since  the  early  part  of  May,  and  the 
Government  were  impressed  with  the  necessity 
for  this  measure,  so  that  they  hoped  it  would 
be  dealt  with  this  session.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion to  go  on  with  tlie  Bill. 
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LAKE  COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 
Captain  SUTTER  asked  the  Government,  If 
their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  Provin- 
cial District  Auditor's  report  on  the  accounts 
of  the  Lake  County  Council ;  and,  if  so,  what 
f;t4>ps  they  intend  taking  in  the  matter?  His 
Attention  had  been  called  to  this  matter  by  a 
newspaper,  which  had  no  doubt  been  sent  to 
him  for  the  purpose ;  and  from  that  i>aper  he 
should  like  to  read  the  report  of  the  District 
Auditor,  and  remarks  made  thereon : — 

"  Dunedin,  23rd  November,  1885. 
^*The  Chairman,  Lake  County  Council. 

♦*  Sir, — I  am  unable,  for  wtuit  of  two  vouchers, 
to  fonvard  your  accounts  iu  time  for  the  meet- 
ing on  the  2dth  instant;  but,  as  I  furnished  you 
when  in  Queenstown  with  an  unsigned  copy  of 
the  balance-sheet,  I  may  now  place  my  report 
in  your  hands. 

*^  The  reservations  to  my  certificate  are  the 
following : — 

"  1.  *  County  Conference  * — that  is,  delega- 
tion to  Wellington— £160. 

"2.  Salaries  of  clerks  to  Licensing  Com- 
mittees. 

"  For  neither  of  these  is  there  any  authority 
in  the  Counties  and  Licensing  Acts. 

"  S.  A  portion  of  the  expenditure  for  travel- 
ling expenses  of  members. 

*•  Tho  Counties  Act  authorizes  only  *  travel- 
ling expenses  of  members  coming  from  a  dis- 
tance.' 

*'  4.  That  several  of  the  license- fees  were  not 
received  within  the  time  specified  by  the  Act, 
and  the  certificates  were  therefore  void. 

**  Besides  these,  I  have  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  several  irregularities  in  the  keeping  of 
your  accounts. 

"  Your  clerk  has  overdrawn  his  salary  by  one 
month.  You  will  see  by  the  ledger  that  only 
six  instalments  have  been  drawn ;  but,  never- 
theless, this  statement  is  correct.  I  have  again 
and  again,  in  past  years,  brought  similar  irre- 
gularities under  your  notice. 

"■  I  have  specially  to  direct  your  attention  to 
<m6  of  the  still -awanting  vouchers  (Trotter, 
£33  7s.  9d.),  as  bringing  up  a  class  of  very  grave 
irregularities  which  I  have  repeatedly  before 
reported  to  you.  Even  so  recently  as  the  31st 
March,  18S5, 1  took  exception  in  the  certificate 
on  your  balance-sheet  to  a  transaction  of  the 
same  nature,  but  of  even  a  worse  form.  In 
the  present  instance  the  cheque  was  cashed  a 
considerable  time  since,  but  the  money  ap- 
parently not  paid  over  to  the  owner,  who,  at  all 
events,  has  not  yet  signed  a  voucher  for  it. 

"On  your  last  balance-sheet  I  noted  that 
there  was  still  due  from  the  collector  of  dog- 
tax  for  the  years  1883  and  1884  the  sum  of 
£do  15s.  No  portion  of  this  was  paid  up  to 
30th  September  last,  though,  strange  to  say, 
the  same  collector  has  paid  in  &  part  of  the 
current  year's  receipts,  and  furnished  corre- 
sponding returns.  I  must  ask  for  a  special 
examination  into  this,  and  that  the  collector 
be  asked  to  explain.  I  have  also  to  point  out 
that  the  collector  should,  under  the  Act,  pay 
Jiis  collections  into  bank— not  to  your  clerk. 


"  I  observe  that  during  the  half-year  wnaJTig 
30th  September  last  there  were  written  off  yomr 
books  uncollected  rates,  1881-62,  £392  ITs.  6d.; 
and  1882-83,  £488  4b.  I  trust  that  before 
authority  for  this  was  given  the  Council  acted 
on  my  recommendation,  and  obtained  and  ex- 
amined detailed  lists  showing  these  totals.  I 
regret  to  say  that  past  experience  of  the  con- 
duct of  your  business  impels  me  to  bring  this 
subject  specially  before  you. — I  am,  &c., 
•'H.  LrvncasTON, 
"  Provincial  District  Auditor.** 

There  was  another  year  when  the  circom- 
stances  were  even  worse  than  those  he  had  just 
related.  He  thought  that  all  would  agree  that 
there  had  been  a  great  scandal,  and  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  members  must  not 
swell  the  pages  of  Hansard  by  reading  lengthy 
extracts  from  newspapers  when  asking  ques- 
tions, which  were  required  to  be  put  concisely, 
and  without  involving  topics  open  t«  discussion. 
If  members  desired  to  bring  forward  debatable 
matters,  it  must  be  done  b}'  motion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  admitted  that  the  report  of  the 
Provincial  Auditor,  who  was  a  very  able,  careful, 
and  thoughtful  man,  disclosed  a  very  scan- 
dalous state  of  things  regarding  the  Wakatipn 
County  Council  accounts.  If  any  of  the  rate- 
payers petitioned  tho  Governor,  the  Auditor- 
General  would  investigate  the  matter,  and, 
should  it  be  found  that  anything  wrong  had 
been  done,  that  officer  could  proceed  against 
those  concerned.  If  the  new  Counties  Bill 
became  law  it  would  provide  a  more  speedy 
remedy  than  that  at  present  in  existence  in 
dealing  with  an  extraordinary  case  of  thi 
character. 

Mr.  FERGUS  would  have  liked  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  order  to 
refer  to  this  matter;  but,  as  this  could  not 
be  done,  he  only  wished  to  correct  a  mis- 
take of  the  Preniier.  The  County  Council  in 
question  was  not  the  Wakatipu  County  Coon- 
cil :  it  was  the  Lake  County  Council,  which 
embraced  a  portion  of  Southland  and  his  (Mr. 
Fergus's)  district.  He  concurred  with  the  re- 
mark of  the  Premier  that  the  matter  was  a 
most  disgraceful  one,  and  should  be  remedied 
as  soon  as  possible. 

NATIVE  HANSARD. 
Mr.  PEBE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  can  give  any  information  as  to  the  clause 
of  the  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  Native  Hansard  f 
With  regard  to  the  delay  in  the  issuo  of  the 
^^aori  Hansard f  he  wished  to  say  that  last  year 
the  whole  of  tho  translating  was  finished  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  session.  Not- 
withstanding this,  it  was  nearly  six  months 
before  the  Native  Hansard  was  issued :  in 
fact,  the  present  session  was  almost  at  hand 
before  the  Maori  debates  were  sent  to  the 
Maoris.  Last  year  he  prepared  a  list  of  persons 
to  \rhom  he  wished  the  Native  Hansard  sent : 
these  persons  did  not  receive  copies.  He  would 
be  very  glad  if  the  l^Iaori  Hansard  were  issaod 
as  speedily  as  possible,  as  was  the  European 
Hansard. 
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Mr.  BATiTiANCE  said  the  publication  of  the 
Maori  Ranaard  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Goviemment :  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
<)(&cers  of  the  House.  He  understood  that  the 
Interpreters  were  so  much  engaged  during  the 
session  that  it  was  impossible  to  undertake  this 
work  Ull  the  end  of  the  session.  With  regard 
to  the  delay  last  session,  he  understood  that 
there  had  been  no  unusual  delay — that  the 
Maori  Eansard  was  published  at  thd  usual 
time.  All  8X)eeches  with  regard  to  Native 
affairs  had  to  be  interpreted,  and  that  required 
a  great  deal  of  time.  The  Maori  Hansard 
coaldnot  be  put  in  the  same  position  as  the 
oidinary  Hansard,  for  that  would  necessitate  a 
large  staff. 

PUKEKOHE-MAUKU  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Postmaster- General, 
If  he  will  extend  the  telephone  from  Pukekohe 
toMaaku? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  sorry  to  say  there  were 
not  sofficient  particulars  in  the  department  to 
enable  a  decision  to  be  come  to  in  this  matter. 
The  Inspector  had  been  asked  to  report  on  the 
cost  of  the  line,  and  as  to  the  possibility  of  its 
being  remunerative. 

WAIMARINO  BLOCK. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  oaked  the  Government,  When 
they  expect  to  acquire  the  whole  of  the  Wai- 
ntarino  Block,  adjoining  tiie  North  Island  Main 
Tnrnk  Railway  ? 

Mr.  BALLANGE  said  ho  could  not  give  a 
positive  answer  as  to  when  the  block  would  be 
acquired.  The  process  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
-chase  of  Native  land  was  this:  When  the 
Government  had  acquired  all  the  shares  they 
possibly  could  in  a  block,  an  application  was 
laade  to  the  Native  Land  Court  to  have  these 
shares  cut  out.  The  progress  of  the  purchase 
•was  going  on  satisfactorily.  The  Government 
bad  acquired  two- thirds  of  the  block.  There 
^yfiIe  over  a  thousand  owners  in  this  block, 
li^  in  all  parts  of  the  North  Island,  and 
some  in  the  South  Island.  It  was  very  dif- 
ficult to  acquire  the  whole  of  the  shares  in  a 
block,  especially  in  the  winter-time.  The  Land 
I'archase  officers  had  sometimes  to  camp  out 
in  the  snow  in  order  to  carry  on  their  work. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  months  the  Government  would  be  in  a 
position  to  go  into  the  Native  Land  Court  and 
have  its  share  cut  out. 

NATIVE  DISTURBANCE  ON  THE  WEST 
COAST. 
Mr.  BALLANCE.— Before  proceeding  to  the 
^iuers  of  the  Day  I  should  like  to  make  a  sup- 
ptemsntary  statement  with  regard  to  the  Maori 
trjubles  on  the  West  Coast.  I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  the  Ins]>.:ctor  of  Police  stating 
that  all  is  quiet,  and  tliat  there  has  been  no 
'^petition  of  an  attempt  at  forcible  entry,  or  to 
j*ny  on  the  practice  of  ploughing  on  European 
lifids.  I  have  stated  that  a  warning  had,  on 
Saturday  last,  been  given  to  Te  Whiti  that  the 
responsibility  would  resi  upon  his  shoulders  if 
*ny  breach  of  the  peace  occurred.    I  may  now 


state  that  it  was  distinctly  intimated  to  him 
that,  if  any  breach  of  the  peace  did  occur  on 
the  West  Coast,'  he  would  be  immediately  ar- 
rested as  being  the  inciter  of  that  breach  of  the 
peace.  We  have  positive  information,  on  which 
we  can  place  the  utmost  reliance,  that  the 
people  who  made  the  forcible  entry  on  the  land 
were  acting  upon  his  instructions  and  upon  his 
advice ;  and  this  morning,  in  accordance  with 
what  has  taken  place,  and  after  the  troubles 
which  ensued  on  Sunday,  we  proceeded  to  have 
him  arrested,  and  the  arrest  was  duly  made 
this  morning  by  the  Inspector  of  Police.  To 
Whiti  has  been  brought  into  Opunakc,  and  is 
now  there  under  guard  by  the  military  stationed 
at  that  post.  He  will  be  brought  before  the 
Magistrate  in  due  course  of  law,  and  we  believe 
that  the  criminal  law  of  the  colony  is  sufficient 
to  meet  the  case.  Information  has  also  been 
received  from  officers  up  the  coast  that  there  is 
not  likely  to  be  any  further  trouble. 

NATIVES  ON  ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DARGAVILLE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  .laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  number  of  names  of  abori- 
ginal natives  on  the  electoral  rolls  of  tho 
colony,  the  number  within  each  district  to  be 
shown  separately. 

LECTURES  IN  LHNING  CENTRES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing,  in  detail,  the  amount  paid  to 
Professor  Black  and  others  for  lecturing  at  tho 
principal  mining  centres  of  the  colony,  and 
for  the  travelling  expenses  in  each  case,  under 
the  vote  of  £1,700  granted  for  that  purpose  last 
year;  also  a  statement,  as  far  as  practicable, 
of  how  it  is  proposed  to  expend  the  vote  of 
£4,000  submitted  for  the  same  purpose  this 
year. 

BLIND  CHILDREN  AT  SCHOOL  IN  MEL- 
BOURNE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  tablo 
a  return  of  the  number  of  blind  children  now 
kept  at  school  in  Melbourne  either  wholly  or 
in  part  at  the  cost  of  the  colony,  said  return  to 
give  names,  ages,  and  parts  of  the  colony  from 
which  such  children  were  sent. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 
Mr.  LARNACH,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Harbours  Bill,  said, — The  object  of 
this  measure  is  to  enable  Harbour  Boards  to 
acquire  steam-tugs,  boats,  and  barges  for  tho 
purpose  of  carrying  on  their  works.  It  also 
enables  Boards  to  bo  dissolved — that  is,  such 
Harbour  Boards  as  are  unable  to  carry  on  their 
functions  for  want  of  funds,  or  such  as  have  no 
work  to  do.  It  also  provides  for  the  manner 
in  which  Harbour  Boards  shall  keep  their 
accounts.  It  excludes  the  Harbours  of  West- 
port  and  Greymouth,  and  removes  any  doubts 
that  might  have  existed  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Westport  and  Greymouth  Boards  to  construct 
breakwaters.    It  also  empowers  local  govern- 
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ing  bodies  authorized  to  build  wharves  to  ex- 
pend local  funds  for  so  doing.  The  House 
may  require  some  information  with  regard  to 
the  Harbour  Boards  which  it  is  proposed  to 
close  by  the  Bill.  I  propose  to  make  a  short 
statement  in  respect  to  each  of  the  several  har- 
bours it  is  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  extinguish, 
what  they  are  doing,  and  in  what  manner 
they  have  performed  their  functions  since 
they  were  created.  Firstly,  there  is  CastU- 
point  (on  the  east  coast  of  the  North  Island, 
about  half  -  way  between  Wellington  and 
Napier) :  This  Board  is  composed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Castlepoint  Road  Board.  It  has  no 
funds,  except  those  derived  from  the  rent — £1 
per  annum  —  received  from  a  small  reserve 
which  it  was  proposed  to  vest  in  the  Board,  but 
has  never  been  legally  so  vested.  Their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure  for  1885  were  nil.  The 
assets  were— ^ank  balance,  £5  17s.  lid. ;  and 
eighteen  months'  rent  due,  £1  10s.:  and  the 
liabilities  (amount  due  to  Secretary),  £1  15s. : 
leaving  a  balance  of  £5  12s.  lid.  of  assets  over 
liabilities.  The  Board,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
has  never  in  any  way  exercised  any  of  the 
duties  or  functions  of  a  Harbour  Board. 
Secondly,  Foxton  (Manawatu,  west  coast  of  the 
North  Island,  about  thirty  miles  south  of  Wa- 
nganui) :  This  Board  consists  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Town  Board  of  Foxton,  two  members  to 
be  elected  by  that  Board,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Manawatu  County  Council,  and  three  mem- 
bers to  be  appointed  by  the  Grovemor.  The  last 
balance-sheet  received  from  the  Board  is  for 
1882,  although  repeated  applications  have  been 
made  for  those  for  subsequent  years.  Accord- 
ing to  that  statement  all  their  funds  are 
derived  from  the  rent  of  the  Signal-station 
Reserve,  amounting  to  £20  per  annum.  This 
1882  balance-sheet  shows  that  they  cannot 
have  performed  any  executive  function  in  rela- 
tion to  the  harbour.  They  brought  forward  a 
balance  of  £76  158.  7d.,  received  £20  rent,  and 
a  subscription  of  £7  towards  cost  of  telephone. 
They  spent— Salary  of  clerk,  £5 ;  stamps,  16s. 
lid. ;  printing  and  advertising,  £2  Is.  4d. ;  sta- 
tioner>',  58.  6d. ;  rent,  Athenaeum,  £8 ;  law- 
costs,  £1  12s.  lOd. ;  rubber-stamp,  15s. ;  and 
cost  of  telephone,  £90 :  leaving  a  balance  of  5s. 
Their  assets  were — Rent  uncollected,  £8  Gs.  8d. ; 
balance  at  bank,  5s. ;  their  liabilities  being — 
Salary  due  clerk,  £3  15s.,  and  stamps,  3s.  4d. : 
thus  leaving  a  balance  of  6s.  8d.  of  liabilities 
over  assets.  The  harbour  staff  is  administered 
by  the  Qovernment,  and  paid  out  of  funds 
voted  by  Parliament.  Thirdly,  Kakanui  (east 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  about  six  miles 
south  of  Oamaru):  This  Board  consisted  of 
two  members  appointed  by  the  Grovemor,  and 
one  member  elected  by  each  of  the  follow- 
ing bodies  :  Waitaki  County  Council,  Town  of 
Kakanui,  Totara  -  sub  -  Kakanui  Road  Board, 
Incholme-sub-Kakanui  Road  Board,  and  Chel- 
8oa-sub-0tepopo  Road  Board.  This  Board 
asked  to  be  relieved  of  its  functions,  and 
has  now  practically  ceased  to  exist.  In  De- 
cember, 1888,  the  services  of  the  Harbourmas- 
ter— who  was  paid  by  the  Government — wore 
ili-spensed  with,  and  he  was  compensated  for 
Mr.  Lantech 


loss  of  office,  and  the  plant  was  sold.  I  under- 
stand that  few  if  any  vessels  now  go  to  Kaka- 
nui.  Fourthly,  Moeraki  (east  coast  of  Middle 
Island,  about  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Otago 
Harbour) :  This  Board  consists  of  seven  mem- 
bers appointed  by  the  Governor.  The  funds  of 
the  Board  consist  of  a  fixed  deposit  of  £1,800, 
being  the  balance  of  a  grant  of  dBd,000  made 
by  the  late  Provincial  Government  of  Otago. 
Last  year's  accounts  show  that  they  received  aa 
interest  £103 ;  and  they  spent — For  secretary's, 
salary,  £83  6s.  8d. ;  stationery,  2s. ;  insurance, 
£2  17s.  6d. ;  interest  on  overdraft,  £1  Os.  8d. ; 
repairs  to  jetty,  £10  176.  2d.;  rent  of  office,  £3. 
They  carried  forward  a  balance  of  £1,700  at  fixed 
deposit,  and  £77  16s.  lid.  at  current  acconni. 
Their  assets,  besides  the  deposits,  are — Stores 
and  office,  £260 ;  ooal-buckets,  £10 ;  boat  and 
punt,  £5  ;  two  hand-cranes,  £70 ;  and  miscella- 
neous, £12  :  their  liabilities  being  unpresented 
accounts  of  £6.  The  secretary's  salary  has 
since  been  reduced  to  £26  per  annum,  but 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Board 
it  is  difficult  to  define  his  duties.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  report  made  by  the  Provin- 
cial District  Auditor,  Llr.  Livingston,  shows 
clearly  that  no  necessity  exists  for  the  Board ; 
all  it  is  doing  is  spending  the  balance  of  the 
grant: — 

*'  From  an  inspection  of  their  minute-book 
the  Board  appear  to  perform  scarcely  any 
functions  beyond  the  routine  connected  witii 
the  expenditure  of  their  income.  I  believe  no 
vessel  has  visited  the  port  for  several  years» 
and  the  branch  railway  which  formerly  con- 
nected it  with  the  main  line  has  been  lifted. 
The  duties  of  the  Harbourmaster  consisted  in 
looking  after  the  plant,  and  in  keeping  the 
minute-book." 

Fifthly,  Wliangarei  (about  sixty  miles  north 
of  Auckland  City) :  This  Board  is  composed 
of  the  Whangarei  County  Council.  Their 
revenue  last  year  consisted  of — Wharfage,  £36 
7s.  7d. ;  port  charges,  £70  Is.  8d. ;  pilotage,  £1 
13s. ;  and  rent,  £1.  Their  expenditure  was — 
Salaries,  £52  10s. ;  repairs  to  wharf,  £7  Is.  lOd. ; 
collection  of  dues,  £12  5s.  lOd. ;  printing  and 
advertising,  £4 :  leaving  a  balance  of  £49  98. 
Their  assets  are  stated  to  be — Cash  in  bank, 
£49  9s. ;  wharves,  £2,720;  goods-sheds,  £63  153. ; 
buoys,  £140.  Their  liabilities  were — Balance 
of  £49  6s.  4d.  still  due  for  advances  from  tiie 
Whangarei  County  Council.  Of  their  assets, 
one  of  the  wharves  was  vested  in  the  County 
Council,  and  the  others,  I  understand,  have 
not  been  legally  vested  in  the  Board.  The 
buoys  were  provided  and  laid  in  the  harbour  by 
the  Government. 

air.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  there  was  one 
part  of  the  Harbours  Act  of  1878  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  attention.  Section  227  of  that 
Act  contained  a  very  extraordinary  provision. 
It  provided  that,  if,  under  certain  conditions, 
an  action  was  discontinued,  or  judgment  given 
against  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  should  re- 
cover '*  treble  costs."  Why  should  thei^e  be  any 
exception  made  in  favour  of  Harbour  Boards  ? 
He  could  not  understand   this.    It  no  doubt 
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emanated  fiom  some  old  penal  statute  where  a 
certaiu  class  of  actions  existed,  and  when  a 
plaintiff  bringing  such  actions  under  certain 
circnmstances  was  visited  with  certain  costs, 
that  being  the  only  penalty  tbo  Court  could 
inflict.  The  provision,  he  submitted,  was  un- 
adapted  to  modem  circumstances.  II  a  de- 
fendant succeeded  he  was  of  course  entitled 
to  costs ;  but  he  should  not  get  treble  costs.  Of 
coarse  the  term  **  treble  costs  "  had  a  technical 
meaning ;  but  there  was  no  reason  why  there 
flhonld  be  exceptional  legislation  in  favour  of 
Harbour  Boards.  He  would  suggest  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine  that  this  provision  in  the 
BiU  should  be  abolished.  He  also  thought  that 
the  notice  of  action  should  be  abolished,  though 
he  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  to  limit  the 
time  within  which  actions  might  be  brought 
to  piobably  six  months.  No  undue  advantages 
should  be  conferred  upon  the  Harbour  Boards 
to  the  detriment  of  commercial  men  and  others 
who  might  have  dealings  with  them.  He  sup- 
posed the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  BiU  would  agree  to  an  amendment  to  do 
Away  with  this  provision  with  reference  to  costs, 
as  it  was  likely  to  work  injustice  without  bene- 
fiting the  Board:  the  Harbour  Board  would 
not  get  the  money — the  solicitor  of  the  Board 
would  get  it,  and  the  public  would  have  to 
pay  it. 

Mr.  WHjSON  said  that  no  doubt  honourable 
members  thought,  from  the  report  which  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Mines  had  just  read, 
that  the  Foxton  Harbour  was  a  charge  on  the 
colony;  but  that  was  not  the  case.  A  con- 
aderable  amount  went  to  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, which  worked  the  wharf  there,  and  the 
whole  expense  was  borne  out  of  that  fund,  so 
that  the  colony  did  not  pay  anything. 

Mr.  LARNACH  would  be  glad  to  consider 
the  clause  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  West,  and  see  whether  any 
alteration  was  desirable.  He  would  also  be 
pleased  if  the  honourable  member  for  Foxton 
would,  before  the  Bill  went  into  Committee, 
loake  some  inquiries  in  his  district  with  refer- 
ence to  what  he  (Mr.  Larnach)  proposed  to  do ; 
Wid,  if  good  reasons  could  be  shown  for  it, 
Foxton  might  be  left  out  of  the  schedule. 

Bill  read  a  second  tim«. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  was  somewhat  undecided 
whether  I  should  not  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  New  Zealand  Loan  BUI  without  remark, 
leaving  it  to  my  reply  to  meet  any  questions 
that  might  be  raised  upon  it.  But  I  thought 
tliat,  on  the  whole,  it  would  be  more  convenient 
if  I  made  some  explanations  in  moving  the 
^•oond  reading,  in  order,  perhaps,  to  forestall 
discussion,  which  may  bo  unnecessary  if  I  make 
these  explanations.  The  Bill  is  in  accordance 
wiUi  what  was  proposed  in  the  Financial  State- 
a»ent— namely,  to  authorize  a  loan  of  a  mil- 
^  and  a  half  for  stated  railway  purposes.  I 
faww  honourable  members  will  bo  sure  to  raise 
^  question  as  to  differences  between  the  pro- 
posals in  the  Financial  Statement  and  those 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement  regarding  the 


margin    left    in    the    present    Public    Works 
Fund   for   what  I  will  call,  for  convenience' 
sake,  miscellaneous  purposes.    In  the  Finem- 
cial  Statement  I  showed  that  there  was  left 
to   the    Public  Works    Fund  at  the   end  of 
March  last  £768,780,  and  that,  when  that  fimd 
was  repaid  out  of  the  North    Island    Trunk 
Loan  the  amount  advanced  for  the  purpose 
of  expenditure  on  that  line,  there  would  be 
something    in    excess   of    £800,000    available 
for  miscellaneous  purposes  —  that  is  to  say, 
for  purposes  other  than  the  construction  of 
railways.    Now,  honourable  members  will  re- 
collect that  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  raised  a  question  about  the  liabilities, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  unless  I  forestall 
him,  he  will  try  to  raise  the  question  again.     I 
may  tell  him  that  the  necessity  which  arose 
for    increasing    the    amount    which    will    be 
available    for  miscellaneous  purposes  cannot 
properly  be  said  to  have  arisen  on  account  of 
*'  liabilities,"  and,  as  I  have  explained  before,  wo 
have  always  dealt  with  the  question  of  public 
works  expenditure  including  the  liabilities  and 
the  new  votes.    I  showed  to  the  House  that, 
although  there  was  over  a  million  of  liabili- 
ties last  year,  the  honourable  member  himself 
came  down  with  a  proposal  that  the  expendi- 
ture  on   public  works    should    not  exceed  a 
million.     Therefore  it  is  not  a  question  regard- 
ing the  liabilities  especially  :  it  is  a  question  of 
how  much  is  required  to  be  spent  on  purposes 
other  than  railways.    Now,  I  am  going  to  be 
very  frank  with  the  House.    I  should  not  be 
surprised  if,  in  the  "  penny  dreadfuls  '*  which 
will  appear  throughout  the  colony  to-morrow, 
we    see    some    such    heading    as    *'  Cabinet 
Secrets,"  "  P^xtraordinary    Revelations,"    and 
so   on  —  for  I    shall   tell  the    House   exactly 
how  the  matter  stands.    Therefore  I  think  it 
may  prove  unnecessary  for  honourable  mem- 
bers to  consume  the  time  of  the   House  by 
pointing  out  discrepancies  which   I   am  per- 
fectly willing  to  admit,  as  far  as  they  exist. 
When  the  Financial  Statement  was  considered 
by  the  Cabinet — and  this  is  secret  No.  1 1  will 
disclose  to  the  House — the  Cabinet  considered, 
without  going  into  details  of  expenditure,  that, 
if  there  was  an  amount  of  over  £800,000  left 
for  miscellaneous  purposes,  that  would  meet 
the  requirements  for  two  years  of  the  several 
Ministers  who  would  have  the  expenditure  of 
the    votes    for    miscellaneous    purposes.      As 
honourable  members  may  suppose,  from    the 
long  time  that  elapsed  before  the  Public  Works 
Statement  was  made,  there    were   no    public 
works  estimates  made  at  the  time  the  Finan- 
cial   Statement    was    delivered,  when   it  was 
thought  that  £800,000  would  and  should  prove 
sufficient  for  miscellaneous  purposes  for  two 
years.     When  it  was  examined  subsequently, 
and  we  had  to  take  into  account  the  work- 
ing-ofi    of  some  past    obligations    under    the 
Roads    and    Bridges    Construction    Act,    and 
for  the  completion  of  defence  works,  we  carac 
to  the  conclusion   that   £800,000   would   not 
be  sufficient  for  two  years  for  miscellaneous 
purposes;  and  then  it  was  decided  to  adopt  a. 
course  which  has  been  adopted,   and   I    will 
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tell  honourable  membeiB  exactly  the  dif- 
ference between  the  proposals  in  the  Finan- 
ciiU  Statement  and  those  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  So  far  as  affects  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan,  the  repayment  by  that 
loan  of  the  amounts  expended  on  the  North 
Island  Ti-unk  Bailway  is  nothing  new,  and  was 
always  intended :  in  fact,  it  has  been  ratified 
by  law.  But  the  introduction  of  the  charge 
of  £100,000  for  Native  lands  acquired  along  the 
line  was  and  is  a  new  feature,  and  of  course 
it  burdens  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  to  the 
extent  of  £100,000,  and  places  £100,000  more 
at  the  service  of  the  miscellaneous  purposes  to 
which  I  have  referred.  As  regards  the  hundred 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  Native  lands,  it  is 
proposed  that  it  should  be  constituted  an  estate 
which  shall  belong  to  the  railway  specially, 
and  be  serviceable  for  its  extension,  or  for 
making  branches,  trams,  or  roads  in  connec- 
tion with  the  railway.  Honourable  members 
are  probably  aware  that  the  North  Island  mil- 
lion loan  will  be  somewhat  insufficient  to  com- 
plete the  railway,  and  when  that  railway  is 
nearing  completion  no  doubt  some  extra  sum 
will  have  to  be  found.  Still,  the  amount  will 
very  nearly  complete  it  and  provide  for  expen- 
diture until,  at  any  rate,  the  railway  is  in  sight 
of  completion.  Now,  the  next  change  is  that 
out  of  the  new  loan  it  is  proposed  to  purchase 
rails  and  rolling-stock  already  in  stock  and  pur- 
chased from  the  old  fund.  In  other  words,  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  rails  and  rolling-stock  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Works  Department  are 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  new  loan,  and 
that  amount  will  be  available  to  increase  the 
miscellaneous  purposes  of  the  present  Public 
Works  Fund.  All  this  has  been  well  explained 
by  my  colleague  the  Minister  for  Public  Works ; 
and,  since  I  have  seen  assertions  as  to  my 
having  prepared  portions  of  that  Statement, 
and  so  on,  I  may  say  that  that  is  not  so,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  necessary  to  contradict 
such  allegations.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
matter  affects  my  colleague;  but  it  rather 
shows  that  our  plans  are  quite  clear,  and 
that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  upon 
them.  The  statement  was  made  by  my  col- 
league without  any  advice  on  my  part.  I 
did  not  write  a  line  of  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  fully  cognizant  of  the  whole  of 
the  financial  effect  of  the  proposals,  and  he 
summed  up  what  I  had  already  stated.  It 
amounts  to  this :  that,  the  £800,000  supposed 
to  be  enough  for  miscellaneous  purposes  for 
two  years  not  being  found  sufficient,  a  sum  of 
£800,000  odd  was  added  to  the  amount  by 
charging  £100,000  to  Native  lands  for  the 
North  Island  Trunk  line,  and  between  £200,000 
and  £300,000  for  rails  and  rolling-stock  we  had 
in  hand  and  not  used.  Then,  I  wish  to  say  that 
this  Loan  Bill  is  drawn  up  as  it  was  explained 
to  be  intended  in  the  FinajQcial  Statement: 
that  is  to  say,  the  loans  are  so  fixed  and  charged 
that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  divert  them  unless 
there  is  an  express  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the 
Act  by  which  these  amounts  are  made  charge- 
able only  to  the  objects  stated  in  the  sohedlSe. 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


There  will  have  to  be  an  absolute  repeal.  It 
will  not  be  competent  to  deal  with  the  amounts, 
as  hitherto,  by  fresh  votes  that  will  supersede 
the  schedule  already  enacted.  That  schedule 
provides  for  the  expenditure  of  a  million  ajul 
a  half,,  of  which  £63,000  is  put  down  as  the 
cost  of  the  loan  and  for  contingencies.  Na 
doubt  the  sum  is  larger  than  will  be  required 
for  raising  the  loan.  For  rails  and  rolling- 
stock  £270,000  is  put  down  for  the  whole  of  the 
lines  previously  mentioned,  instead  of  its  being 
divided  amongst  them  separately.  It  will  be 
found  more  easy  to  deal  with  the  rails  9bA 
rolling-stock  on  a  principle  of  th&t  kind 
than  by  charging  the  amounts  separately  to 
the  different  railways.  That  is  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Bill  is  constructed.  1  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  question 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  loan.  So  many 
false  statements  have  been  made,  and  so  much 
mischief  has  been  created  by  those  state- 
ments, as  to  a  supposed  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  como  down  with  proposals  for  » 
large  loan,  that  I  should  like — and  this  is  per- 
haps secret  No.  2  that  I  shall  be  revealing  to 
the  House — to  put  the  matter  perfectly  plainly 
before  honourable  members.  The  Government 
did  not  propose,  nor  did  I,  that  we.  should  raise 
a  va£t  sum  of  money  during  this  present  or  any 
particular  year.  The  proposals  I  made  were 
in  the  direction  of  fixing  our  railways  for  a 
term  of  years  to  come,  and  providing  authority 
to  borrow  a  suincient  amount  to  carry  them 
out,  without  intending  to  borrow  any  larger  sum 
this  year  than  we  now  propose  to  borrow.  And 
proof  of  that  is  to  bo  found  in  documentary 
evidence,  because,  if  honourable  members  have 
had  time  to  look  at  the  papers  which  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  concerning  loans  and  the 
conversion  of  debentures,  they  will  have  seen 
that  before  I  spoke  at  Auckland  I  had  stated 
that  the  total  amount  of  loans  we  should  ne- 
gotiate this  year,  including  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Line  Loan,  would  not  exceed  one  and 
a  half  millions.  These  are  the  words  I  used 
in  a  telegram  to  the  Agent  -  General,  dated 
'*  Waiwera,  27th  January,"  before  I  spoke  at 
Auckland : — 

**  Reluctant  negotiate  North  Island  Trunk 
April.  Prefer  borrow  on  short-dated  deben- 
tures until  Parliament  authorize  new  loan, 
which  we  should  negotiate  soon  after  August^ 
to  probable  extent  million  and  a  half." 

That  shows  honourable  members  what  our 
intention  was  then ;  and  it  will  be  found  that 
that  intention  has  been  continued.  We  ask  for 
power  to  borrow  this  year  up  to  a  million  and  a 
half,  including  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan : 
that  is,  if  we  have  to  borrow  part  of  this  loan 
and  part  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  the 
total  of  the  two  borrowings  will  not  amouz^t  to 
more  than  a  million  and  a  half.  Now,  I  would 
call  honourable  members'  attention  to  further 
documentary  evidence  of  the  same  kind.  Jn. 
the  same  papers  I  have  already  quoted  from 
there  is  this  telegram  from  the  Agent-General 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  dated  the  llth 
March : — 

**  Letter  Times  you  intend  proposing  new 
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loan  eight  to  ten  millioos.  Strongly  adviso 
pennission  contradict  immediately." 

To  wluoh  I  replied, — 

"Have  spoken  favour  deciding  railways  for 
eight  or  ten  years  authorizing  loan  negotiable 
as  required.  Objects — avoid  yearly  capricious 
changes,  altering  purposes,  delaying  returns, 
and  spending  money  unproductively.  If  bor- 
row tnis  year,  not  exceed  a  million  and  a 
hftll*  including  Trunk  Loan.  Above  outline  my 
views,  which  English  lenders  should  prefer  to 
present  desultory  operations.  Other  colonies 
adopt  similar  plans.  Inform  me  further  course 
correspondence." 

And  the  Agent-General  replied, — 

'*  Thanks  prompt  message.  Had  understood 
and  frequently  explained  your  intention  ex- 
actly that  sense." 

Later  on  the  Agent-General  wrote  me  pretty 
fully  on  the  subject,  thus : — 

"  7,  Westminster  Chambers, 
I  "  London,  S.W.,  12th  March,  1886. 

"  Sir,— A  letter  signed  '  Mercator '  appeared 
iu  yesterday's  City  article  of  the  Titnes  imputing 
I  to  yon  the  intention  of  raising  a  loan  of  eight 
I  cr  ten  millions  for  three  new  lines  of  railway. 
I  It  being  necessary  to  take  immediate  notice  of 
this  statement,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Times, 
\^hich  you  will  find  annexed.  But  I  telegraphed 
to  you  strongly  advising  you  to  let  me  contra- 
dict *  Mercator's  *  statement,  as  if  left  uncon- 
tradicted it  would  certainly  do  the  colony  great 
barm;  for  I  did  not  feel  justified  in  making 
public,  without  your  leave,  what  you  had  tele- 
graphed to  the  Stock  Agents  some  time  ago, 
aboat  the  amount  to  be  raised  when  Parlia- 
ment should  have  consiLlcred  your  financial 
proposals. 

"  I  bad  the  satisfaction  to  receive  your  an- 
swering message  this  morning,  and  beg  per- 
mission to  express  my  thanks  for  so  prompt  a 
reply.  Yon  will  see  from  to-day*s  City  article 
tliat  the  Times  expects  '  Mercator '  to  take  up 
my  challenge ;  and  your  message  will  enable 
me  to  make  a  statement  which  I  feel  sur«  will 
be  well  received  by  the  market.  I  had  inter- 
preted, and,  indeed,  had  frequently  explained 
in  a  private  manner,  your  intended  policy  in 
•  lactl)  the  sense  you  describe ;  and  I  hope  I 
^  all  1101  l»e  stepping  beyond  my  province  if,  in 
tin- fnithci  letter  which  I  shall  no  doubt  have 
to  write  to  the  Times  prestncly,  I  say  that  per- 
sonally I  entirely  concur  with 'it. 

"Copies  of  the  telegrams  are  annexed. — I 
^^e,  Ac,  **  F.  D.  Bell." 

The  fact  of  the  case  is — there  is  no  disguising 
it,  it  secerns  to  me — that  in  some  quarters  poli- 
tical hostility  is  carried  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  operate  against  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
^ow,  a  statement  was  fabricated  and  tele- 
Ipiphed  from  Wellington  simultaneously  to 
wree  or  four  papers  to  the  effect  that  the  Go- 
'snunent  were  going  to  borrow  ten  millions  of 
money ;  and  this  statement— in  the  same  way 
a«  other  statements  that  have  been  sent  out — 
PWrtessed  to  be  inspired  or  partially  inspired. 
And  the  papers  took  up  that,  and  not  my  state- 
"leat  afterwards  as  the  foundation  on  which 


they  built  their  reflections,  and  it  was  re- 
peatedly stated  that  the  Government  werd 
going  to  negotiate  a  very  large  loan  imme- 
diately. But  all  that  we  had  intended  to  pro- 
pose was  submitted  by  me  and  discussed  by 
the  members  of  the  Ministry  from  time  to 
time.  We  agreed  it  was  most  undesirable 
that,  under  the  pretence  of  constructing  certain 
works,  considerable  sums  should  be  borrowed, 
and  that  then  those  works  should  be  set  on 
one  side.  When  we  came  to  look  into  the  facta 
we  found  that  out  of  the  last  three -million 
loan,  authorized  three  years  ago,  a  large  sum 
had  not  been  devoted  to  the  purposes  stated  in 
the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Act.  We  considered 
it  would  be  better  that  the  schedule  should  be 
tied  down ;  and,  when  proposing  such  a  things 
it  seemed  also  desirable  to  state  in  advance 
the  course  of  proposed  railway- construction  for 
some  years  to  come.  There  is  nothing  very 
novel  in  that.  When  the  colleague  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  brought  down 
his  three-million -loan  proposal  he  said  it  was 
for  part  of  what  would  ultimately  cost  at 
least  ten  millions.  Well,  the  Government 
thought  it  would  be  desirable,  as  I  have 
stated,  to  map  out  the  plans  of  railway-con- 
struction for  a  certain  term  ahead  longer 
than  we  are  now  proposing ;  and  I  am  free  to 
admit  that  we  had  also  then  to  contemplate 
what  appeared  to  be  the  certainty  of  the 
colony  having  to  engage  in  the  construction  of 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  for  at  that 
time  it  seemed  almost  hopeless  that  it  would 
be  undertaken  under  the  contract  made  with 
the  syndicate.  Subsequently  the  attacks  upon 
New  Zealand  were  renewed  so  strongly  at 
Home  that,  acting  undor  advice,  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  better  to  make  provision  for 
two  years  only,  and  bring  down  the  present 
proposal  to  borrow  only  a  million  and  a  half. 
Now  honourable  members  have  all  the  facts 
before  them.  If  I  have  been  unwise  in  re- 
vealing Cabinet  secrota,  I  must  take  the  con- 
sequences of  it ;  for  I  tliink  it  better  that 
these  things  .should  be  known  than  that  persons 
should,  unchecked,  excrcis'3  thoir  ingenuity  in 
stating  things  that  have  never  taken  place  and 
that  have  never  even  boen  thought  of.  Honour- 
able members,  therefore,  will  understand,  and 
it  is  understood  in  London  except  by  those 
who  make  it  their  business  to  try  to  injure 
the  credit  of  tho  colony,  tliat  our  proposal  was 
to  do  as  other  colonies  have  done — to  take 
authority  to  borrow  as  required  a  given  sum, 
extending  the  borrowing  over  a  considerable 
term  of  years,  for  tho  purpose  of  continuing  the 
construction  of  railways  authorized  in  advance 
by  Parliament.  But  we  have  adopted  a  dif- 
ferent course,  because  we  have  been  advised 
that  it  would  be  more  consonant  with  what 
would  be  desired  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  ri' marks  I  have  spoken  of  having  been 
so  strongly  circulated.  Notwithstanding  tho 
colourless  nature  of  those  remarks,  we  have 
still  thought  it  desirable  to  do  as  I  have  ex- 
plained. I  had  intended  to  read  a  letter  sub- 
sequently written  by  tho  A  gent- General  to  the 
Times,  but  it  is  to  the  same  purport  as  what  I 
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have  already  read.  He  stated  that  we  did  not 
intend  to  raise  more  than  a  million  and  a  half 
this  year,  including  the  Korth  Island  Trunk 
Loan.  I  liavo  explained  the  nature  of  this 
Bill,  and  how  our  intentions  have  heen  mis- 
represented, and  the  change  between  the  pro- 
posals made  in  the  Financial  Statement  and 
those  made  in  the  Public  Works  Statement; 
and  before  I  conclude  I  should  like  to  say 
that,  if  honourable  members  think  too  large 
a  sum  is  proposed  to  be  diverted  from  railway- 
construction  purposes  to  miscellaneous  public 
works— using  that  term  as  a  convenient  one — 
they  must  recollect  this:  that  the  fund  pro- 
posed for  that  purpose  is,  like  every  other 
fund,  strictly  subject  to  the  votes  of  the  House 
— that  nothing  can  be  spent  from  that  fund  ex- 
cept on  votes  passed  by  the  House ;  and  it  only 
amounts  therefore  to  placing  a  larger  sum  at 
the  discretion  of  the  House.  We  still  keep  the 
new  loan  entirely  apart  for  railway  purposes. 
It  is  very  hard  on  the  colony  that  it  should  be 
subject  to  the  statements  that  are  made  both 
as  to  its  condition  and  its  prospects.  I  assert 
most  positively  that,  whatever  hard  times  the 
colony  may  have  had  to  pass  through  during 
the  Iftst  three  years,  they  do  not  compare 
for  intensity  or  severity  with  the  very  hard 
circumstances  which  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies have  had  to  contend  with.  The  losses 
madft  by  private  individuals  in  this  colony  are 
mere  bagatelles  as  compared  with  the  enor- 
mous losses  which  have  been  made  in  the 
neighbouring  colonics.  Then,  as  to  the  cry 
that  is  raised  about  the  private  borrowing  in 
this  colony,  and  the  attempt  that  is  made  to 
add  the  private  borrowing  to  the  public  borrow- 
ing, and  to  make  them  a  joint  liability  of  the 
colony,  I  contend  that  these  attempts  are  not 
only  baseless  in  themselves,  but  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly m  ischievous.  I  would  ask  honourable 
members  on  what  plan  the  colonization  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies  has  been  founded  except- 
ing this :  that  the  spare  capital  and  the  spare 
population  of  Great  Britain  would  find  in  the 
colonies  a  means  to  develop  the  new  lands  that 
were  to  bo  colonized.  The  loans  made  to  private 
individuals  sre  in  no  sense  loans  for  which  the 
community  is  liable.  They  are  loans  much  in 
the  nature  of  a  partnership  account ;  and  when 
honourable  members  talk  about  this,  that,  and 
the  other  amount  which  private  individuals 
have  borrowed,  surely  they  must  be  unaware  of 
the  fact  that  transactions,  between  private  bor- 
rowers and  the  money-lending  institutions,  pri- 
vate capitalists,  and  others  who  lend  large 
sums,  are  constantly  liable  to  adjustments  and 
compromise — that  there  are  constantly  going  on 
«uch  things  as  reductions  of  interest  and  other 
alterations  of  terms  to  meet  varying  circum- 
stances which  may  from  time  to  time  arise. 
The  borrowing  of  private  individuals  is  a  con- 
venient method  by  which  persons  at  Homo  or 
at  a  distance,  who  have  spare  capital,  may  find 
investment  in  a  sort  of  sleeping-partnership 
with  those  on  the  spot,  who  can  give  personal 
attention  to  the  business  in  hand.  The  colony 
may  to  some  extent  sufTcr  from  the  rush  to 
Kimberley  should  it  prove  to  be  a  large  one ; 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


but  then  it  will  be  only  a  temporary  loss,  be- 
cause after  a  time  the  large  population  whiidi 
will  be  concentrated  in  the  Colony  of  Westezn. 
Australia  will  overflow  again,  as  has  been  i^bm 
case  before,  and  the  result  will  be  the  bringini;- 
out  of  a  larger  population  from  Great  Britain, 
and  the  creation  of  new  sources  of  demand  for 
our  supplies.  Therefore,  whatever  dimensions 
the  Kimberley  rush  may  assume,  and  to  what- 
ever extent  it  may  for  a  time  injure  the  colony, 
I  do  not  look  upon  it  otherwise  than  as  ulta> 
mately  destined  to  greatly  benefit  not  only  New 
Zealand,  but  the  other  colonies.  As  far  as  at 
present  appears,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
the  rush  is  justified  by  any  great  discovery  of 
gold,  and  I  rather  doubt  whether  it  will  assumie 
such  dimensions  as  some  persons  anticipate. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  reduction  in  the 
prices  of  our  staple  articles,  and  some  private 
losses,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  value  of 
property  on  the  whole  has  increased.  I  have 
laid  on  the  table  to-dav  a  statement  of  the  new 
triennial  valuation  of  the  Property- tax  Depart- 
ment, end  the  result  is  that  there  is  an  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  properties  in  boroughs  of 
£4,TG9,000;  and  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
country  property,  including  the  value  of  pas- 
toral land  let  on  lease,  of  £1,380,000.  So  that 
within  the  three  years  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  property  of  no  less  them 
£6,650,000.  Considering  the  hard  times  and 
the  low  prices  of  produce,  that  is  not  very  bad  ; 
and  it  bears  out  what  I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers may  more  or  less  recognize  to  be  the  case 
— that  we  hear  a  great  deal  more  of  the  losses 
people  make  than  of  the  gains  of  those  who  are 
plodding  along  and  gaining  money.  Those  who 
make  money  say  little  about  it,  while  those 
who  are  losing  are  not  very  silent.  At  any  rate, 
here  is  undoubted  proof  that  the  value  of  pro- 
perty has  increased,  as  a  whole,  in  the  colony. 
I  hope  there  will  be  a  larger  increase  before 
the  next  triennial  valuation  is  taken,  but  I  think 
honourable  members  will  agree  with  mo  that 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  during  the  last 
three  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
value  of  property  to  the  extent  of  six  and 
a  half  millions.  I  have  only  one  other  ;»oint  to 
add ;  and  it  is  this :  With  reference  to  our 
railways,  it  is  nob  for  honourable  members  to 
judge  of  them  by  the  returns  they  yield  to  the 
revenue.  Honourable  gentlemen  must  bear  in 
mind  that  our  railways  are  essentially  not 
worked  for  revenue  purposes.  They  are  worked 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  advantages  to 
settlers.  Were  the  railways  used  for  revenue 
purposes  alone,  there  is  no  doubt  we  could 
obtain  a  larger  return  from  them.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  — Mr.  Speaker,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  addressed  himself  not  only  to  the  Bill 
itself,  but  also  to  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
in  accordance  with  the  understanding  which 
was  arrived  at.  No  doubt  the  Bill  itself  is  of 
very  serious  import  to  the  colony,  but  there  are 
many  things  beyond  the  Bill  in  the  Public 
Works  Statement  which  deserve  very  serious 
consideration.    The  honourable  gentleman  com- 
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menced  his  speech  in  that  dramatic  manner 
which  is  so  dear  to  his  soul,  and  declared  that 
he  ivas  going  to  make  some  startling  revela- 
tions, which  might  almost  be  called  the  dis- 
corenr  of  Cabinet  secrets,  and  surprise  all  and 
sondry.     I  listened  carefully  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman*s  speech,  knowing  that  I  had 
to  follow  him,  and  waited  in  vain  for  these 
startling  disclosures  he  had  alluded  to  in  so 
dxomatio  a  manner.    It  is  true,  indeed,  he  said 
the  Government  had  come  to  a  certain  con- 
dnsion  with  regard  to  the  £'800,000,  to  which 
he  alluded— namely,  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
for  miscellaneous  expenditure — and  that  after- 
Kards  they  changed  their  minds  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
not  bo  sufficient.    But,  Sir,  a  change  of  front 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  is  no  matter  for 
SQiprise  at  all.     What  is  there  on  which  they 
have  not  changed  their  front?    Is  there  any 
article  of  the  policy  they  started  with  when 
they  assumed  the  government  which  they  have 
not  changed  upon  ?    and  how  on    earth   can 
the  honourable    gentleman   expect    us  to  be 
Eorpriscd    when     he     simply    announces     a 
change  of  front    on  so  comparatively  unim- 
portant a  matter  as  the  disposal  of  £800,000  ? 
The  honourable    gentleman   went   on  to  say 
that  they  had  added  to  the  votes  for  certain 
works  or  to  the  money  for  certain  works  by  a 
«im  of  between  £200,000  and  £300,000,  which 
they  had  got  from  old  stock  in  the  hands  of 
the  department — that  is  to  say,   old   railway 
stock.    The  honourable  gentleman  did,  indeed, 
I  think,  show  clearly  enough  that  they  would 
nominally  add  to  these  various  votes  he  refen-ed 
to;  bat  he  altogether  failed  to  show  from  what 
source  similar  railway  stock  was  to  be  supplied. 
While  taking  it  away  from  the  department  in 
that  manner,  and  putting  it  on  various  votes, 
he  fwls,  as  I  say,  to  show  how  the  supply  was 
to  be  kept  up  which  he  hod  taken  away,  or  ho 
^  not  think  it  necessary-,  at  any  rate,  to  show 
it.   The  honourable  gentleman  wont  on  then 
to  complain   very  seriously  that  money   had 
been  voted  in  this  House  for  railway  purposes, 
and  had  been  diverted  to  other  purposes.    He 
seemed  to  think  that  very  wrong  indeed  ;  and 
jet  he  went  on,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  to 
show  that  the   North   Island  Trunk  Bail  way 
I<)an  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase   of 
Kative  land ;  and  certainly  it  is  to  bo  applied 
to  mioos  other  expenditure  which  he  did  not 
specify.     The  honourable    gentleman    laughs 
at  the  House.     He  makes  the  mistake  that 
niany  able   men    do.     He    undervalues    the 
intelligence   of    his  hearers,  and,   in  making 
nch  statements  as  these,  he  is  really  laugh- 
ing at  the  House.      Why,  he  has  told  this 
House  that  it  should  "  ear-mark"  this  North 
Wand  loan,  and  I   believe  there  is  to  be  a 
Bill  introduced   for  the  purpose,  so   that   it 
B»*y  not  be  devoted  to  any  other  purpose  than 
Aat  for  which  it  is  intended ;  and  yet,  mani- 
festly, if  such  a  fund  could  be  taken  for  the 
pttlKJce  of  acquiring  Native  land,  it  can,  and, 
I  may  gay,  ought,  to  be  taken  for  almost  any 
jttiCTpoipoBe  for  which  it  might  be  required. 
"  you  can  do  that  you  can  do  anything  you 


like  with  the  fund.  It  is  also  perfectly  mani- 
fest that  other  works  in  connection  with  that 
line  have  been  paid  for  out  of  that  fund:  so 
that,  if  that  is  the  honourable  gentleman':^ 
idea  of  ear-marking  loans,  I  can  only  say  that 
it  is  a  very  peculiar  one  at  least.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  got  into  a  habit  of  late 
of  denouncing  in  unmeasured  terms  —  terms 
which,  if  they  came  from  any  other  honour- 
able gentleman,  or  from  a  gentleman  occupy- 
ing a  less  high  position,  might  almost  be  called 
abuso  —  any  poople  who  diiTer  from  him. 
Now,  it  is  perfectly  true,  I  believe,  that  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  feeling  expressed,  both 
in  the  colony  and  in  the  Old  Country,  that  we 
have  been  going  too  fast  in  this  matter  of  bor- 
rowing, and  predictions  have  been  made  that 
the  colony  will  have  to  suffer  for  it.  Many 
people,  I  am  aware,  amongst  old  colonists  do 
hold  that  view;  and,  holding  that  view,  it 
surely  must  be  conceded  that  if  they  did  not 
proclaim  it  they  would  be  failing  in  their  duty. 
It  may  be  that  tlie  Treasurer  is  wiser  than  all 
those  people  ;  but  he  has  no  right  to  denounce 
them  for  expressing  tlicir  honest  conviction, 
and  no  right  to  be  continually  j-aying  that 
by  the  expression  of  that  honest  conviction 
they  are  doing  the  colony  harm.  If  it  is  true 
— as  I,  for  one,  believe  it  to  bo  true — then  I 
say  its  exhibition  to  the  whole  world  cannot  do 
us  ultimate  harm,  but  may  do  us  a  great  deal 
of  ultimate  good.  Sir,  he  appeared  to  be  par- 
ticularly angry  at  some  charge  that  was  made 
against  him  that  he  was  going  to  borrow  a 
vast  number  of  millions  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  works  in  the  colony.  I  had  not  tlio 
advantage  of  being  in  the  colony  at  the  time, 
and  know  little  of  the  discussion ;  but  I  have 
seen  a  summary  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  and  I  have  heard  a  little  about  it  since 
I  returned.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  no  right  to  complain  of 
that  at  all,  but  quite  the  contrary,  for  I  think 
he  said  quite  sufficient  to  lead  up  to  that  im- 
pression on  the  part  of  the  public.  Why,  if 
my  recollection  serves  me  aright  of  the  sum- 
mary I  am  thinking  of,  he  actually  took  con- 
siderable pains  to  try  and  remove  the  impres- 
sion-created by  his  own  chief — by  the  Premier 
— at  Invercargill,  and  he  went  on  to  say,  unless 
I  am  mistaken,  that  the  Premier  was  not 
deprecating  large  borrowing  for  railways,  but 
deprecating  borrow^ing  in  a  much  more  limited 
sense  for  roads  or  for  other  purposes  than  rail- 
ways ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  dwelt  upon 
that,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  went  on  to 
say  that  the  public  works  should  be  continued, 
and  a  large  amount  of  money  borrowed,  and 
the  insistency  with  which  he  pronounced  the 
opinion  that  the  colony  ought  to  have  •*  another 
chance  '* — surely  it  was  enough  to  justify  the 
impression  that  he,  at  any  rate,  desired  to  enter 
on  a  large  borrowing  policy.  Well,  Sir,  I  go  a . 
little  further  than  that,  and  I  say,  not  only 
did  he  desire  to  engage  in  a  large  borrowing 
policy,  but  that  he  is  carrying  out  that  desire ; 
for  we  are  even  now  in  for  a  large  borrowing 
policy,  as  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show. 
The  honourable  gentleman  himself  says  that 
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at  that  time  it  Tvas  in  liia  mind  that  that  rail- 
way— the  Midland  Ilailway,  as  we  call  it  now — 
might  not  go  on  as  a  private  enterprise,  and 
that  the  colony  might  have  to  undertake  it.  If 
ho  considered  that  the  colony  might  have  to 
tuulcrtake  a  work  of  that  kind,  how  can  the 
lionourable  gentleman  deny  that  he  had  it  in 
his  mind  at  that  time  that  the  borrowing 
policy  must  bo  a  large  one,  and  wherefore,  I 
add,  should  he  denounce  those  who  merely 
gather  the  legitimate  impression  from  his  own 
speech  ?  This  question  of  excessive  borrowing 
JH,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  best  colonists  of  this  country,  a  very 
serious  one  indeed.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would,  I  have  no  doubt,  think  it  extremely 
wrong  if  any  one  ventured  to  say  that  interest 
was  paid  out  of  loan— he  is  extremely  sensitive 
of  such  assertions  as  that ;  but,  still,  I  would 
point  out  to  him  that  certainly — not  in  the  gene- 
ral sense,  but  in  a  limited  sense — from  the  point 
of  view  of  political  economy  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  balance  of  trade,  it  would  be  right 
to  say  in  that  liiaitcd  sense  that  interest  is  paid 
out  of  loans.  It  is  in  this  way :  If  a  sum  of 
money  were  lent  to  the  colony  2wrs« — a  particu- 
lar sura — that  sum  would  not  be  sent  out  to  the 
colony  in  cash,  but  in  goods ;  and  so,  if  we  have 
to  pay  the  interest  in  London,  we  should  not  send 
Homo  money  in  cash,  but  in  products  exported ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  if  we  are  borrowing  fresh 
money  and  paymg  large  interest,  then,  in  that 
limited  sense,  ii  may  bo  fairly  said  that  the 
interest  on  our  loans  is  paid  out  of  borrowed 
money.  And  it  is  in  view  of  that  particular 
aspect  of  the  case  that  I  am  so  much  alarmed 
at  any  idea  of  stoj>ping  our  borrowing  abruptly  ; 
and  to  my  mind  the  possibility  of  this  occur- 
ring abruptly  in  such  a  manner  is  increased 
just  in  proportion  as  we  go  on  and  on  in  ex- 
cessive borrowinfj.  If  we  are  to  go  on  borrow- 
ing in  this  excessive  manner  we  must  assume 
something,  and  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be 
denied  that  we  may  fairly  assume  that  we  can- 
not go  on  borrowing  in  this  way  indefinitely, 
if  we  do  not  commence  to  taper  ofi  our  bor- 
rowing— or  edge  off,  as  the  Premier  says — and 
if  we  go  on  borrowing  in  this  way  till  the  bulk 
of  the  public  works  contemplated  are  com- 
pleted, 1  say  that  any  sudden  stoppage  in  that 
full  flow  of  borrowing  expenditure  would  be 
most  disastrous  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  for 
it  would  mean  that,  if  that  money  is  not  got  at 
Home,  to  pay  our  interest  in  the  limited  sense 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  then  either  a  lessened 
ajnoant  of  imports  will  have  to  be  sent  to  the 
country  or  a  greater  amount  of  products  will 
have  to  be  exported,  or  something  of  each  ;  and 
suoh  a  disturoance  in  the  trade  of  the  country, 
coming  suddenly,  would  produce  a  catastrophe 
as  great  as  any  of  those  predicted  by  those  pru- 
dent people  whom  the  Treasurer  is  so  fond  of  de- 
nouncing. I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  are 
not  three  people  in  this  House  who  know  to 
what  extent  we  are  being  committed  even  this 
Msoion  in  the  borrowing  direction,  and  I  believe 
it,  because  every  proposal  you  hear  coming 
from  those  benches  hinges  on  borrowing.  If 
you  want  any  Bill  to  have  effect,  borrow.  If 
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you  have  any  proposal  to  make  in  any  dizectaon 
whatever,   borrow.     Borrow,  borrow,  barzowl 
That  seems  to  be  the  one  thing  in  the   imxiA    | 
of  the  Government  witli  the  idea  of  producing   I 
prosperity.    It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  djuk-    i 
gerous  idea,  and  it  is  one  which    I    slioald    i 
hope  some  members  of  the  Government,    ttk 
any  rate,  have  some  little  dread  of  as  well  am 
myself.     However,  I  am  at  a  loss  myself — I 
am  not  one  of  the  three  who  understand  the 
amount  of  borrowing  that  is  proposed,   bu6  I 
can  see  plainly  that  it  is  gouig  to  be  for  a  veiy 
large  amount.    If  you  look  at  the  amount  tluiA 
is  required  in  the  summary  of  the  estixaafefis 
you  will  find  that  the  estimated  amount  re- 
quired to  be  authorized — and  for  the  most  par6 
expended,   I  presume  —  within  two  years,  ac 
distinguished  from  the  second  column,  wliich 
contains  the  estimated  amount  required   lor 
actual  expenditure  this  year— the  amount  re- 
quired to  be  authorized  is  £2,350,400.     Xow, 
the   amount  required  for  actual  expenditure 
this  year  is  over  a  million  and  a  half.     Takm^p 
the  second  column  from  the  third  colomn  jou 
will  find  that  the  balance  remaining  is  £311,000. 
Now  we  come  to  the  question  of  liabilities,  ti> 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  referred. 
The  first  column  shows  these  liabilities  to  be 
£892,000,   exclusive  of    those  contingent    Usa- 
bilities for  tho  purchase  of  Native  Land.       I 
have  always  been  accustomed,  roughly  speaJc- 
ing,   to  think  that  from  year  to  year  there 
would  be  the  same  liabilities  ;  but  when  I  see 
this  sum  here  as  liabilities  for  the  present  year, 
then  I  see  that  next  year  a  sum  will  appear  in  a 
somewhat  similar  column  as  liabilities  remain- 
ing  over  from  the  preceding  year,  unless  there 
is  special  reason  to  suppose  otherwise.    There 
is  special  reason  to  suppose  that  the  liabilities 
will  be  larger  next  year,  and  no  special  reason 
to  suppose   that  they  will  be  smaller.      The 
reason  why  tliey  should  be  larger  is  supplied 
in  the  following  foot-note:  "These  amounts 
are  exclusive  of  £202,145,  prospective   liabili- 
ties   on   account  of    Native -land    purchases, 
which  do  not  enter  into  the  question  of  this 
year's  transactions."    What  I  am  coming  at 
is  this :   that,  if  next  year  the  liabilities  are 
about  tho  same  as  shown  this  year,  then  there 
will  be  for  expenditure  over  those  liabilities 
less   than  nothing.    It   appears  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  that  fact  is  incontestable.    There 
will  not  be  a  sixpence  left  for  new  railways. 
What  does  that  mean?    It  means  that  next 
year  the  Treasurer  will  have  another  dramatic 
declaration  to   make.     He  will  come  to  the 
House  and  say,  *'  I  am  gomg  to  reveal  a  Cabinet 
secret.   I  do  not  know  what  will  happen  to  me, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  take  the  consequences. 
Last  year  we  thought  we  should  have  enoo^ 
expenditure  for  this,  but  now  I  have  to  tell  you 
that  the  Government  has  changed  its  mmd, 
and  we  have  to  ask  you  to  consent  to  a  new 
loan  in  order  to  carry  on  further  expenditure." 
That  is  what  will  and  must  happen,  beoauae 
it  is  nonsense  to  suppose  that  the  House,  next 
year,  will  be  prepared  to  go  on,  when  there  "will 
not  be  enough  balance  in  hand  to  discharge 
the    liabilities.     It  appears    to  me,   at  apy 
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rate,  that  our  expenditure  upon  these  public 
works  must  be  going  on  &t  a  rate  very  consider- 
nbly  oTer  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  which 
vili   be    increased  by  next  year's   proposals 
for  borrowing,  which  must  inevitably  oe  made. 
If  80,  in  my  opinion  we  are  going  on  much  too 
fast.     In  tiie  Public  Worlcs  Statement  there 
are  many  things  to  criticise  —  so  many  that 
one  hardly  knows  where  to  begin  or  to  leave 
off.    There  are  things  absent  from  that  State- 
ment that  one  would  wonder  at,  if  one  had  not 
lost  the  faculty  of  surprise  at  a  change  of  front 
QD  the  purt  of  the  Government.    But  may  I 
ask  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  if  he  remem- 
ben— it  is  not  so  very  long  ago — ^how  strongly 
he  msisted  that  the  Government  had  made  up 
its  mind  to  establish  a  non-political  Board? 
I  should  like  to  know  what  has  come  of  that 
fmposal.    I  see  no  proposal  here  to  give  effect 
to  snch  an  idea.     It  is  one  of  those  changes  of 
irant  on  the  part  of  the  Government  which  no 
koger  creckte  surprise,  but,   considering  how 
rtrang  a  plank  that  was  of  their  platform,  I  do 
tfaifik  that  common  reason  would  have  required 
that  some  sort  of  explanation  should  have  been 
gireii  for  that  very  grave  change.    Now,  there 
it  another  little  matter,  which  I  address  myself 
to  vrith  a  considerable  amount  of  emotion,  in 
a7v;ay:  that  is,  the  reversion  to  that  former 
ijfstem  of  paying  the  Constabulary  partly  out 
of  loan.    I  Imow  how  it  was  explained,  and 
I  did  not  believe   the  explanation  then,  any 
more  than  I  do  now.    What  I  said  last  year  is 
undeniable.    At  one  time,  of  course,  there  were 
war  loans,  and  contingent  defence  votes  out  of 
loan,  and  it  was  necessary  to  pay  that  Force 
uat  of    those   loans    at    that    time,    for    the 
ample  rt'oson  that  it  was  impossible  to  do 
otherwise.    But  as  the  country  progressed  into 
»be;ter  state  it  was  felt,  four  years  ago,  it  was 
no  longer  justifiable,  and  that  that  Force  ouj^'ht 
10  be  paid  out  of   the    consolidated  revenue. 
WaD,  in  spite  of  that,  the  old  syst<»m,  which 
oogfattohave  been  regarded  as  exploded,  was 
WTttted  to,  and  £25,000  was  put  down  for  pay- 
nwat  of  this  Force  out  of  loan.     The  reason 
>:ii"8ii  for  that  was,  that  that  was  really  a  caU 
eolation  of  the  value  of  the  Constabulary  work 
«^on  the  permanent  defence  of  the  country. 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  will  not  hold  wati^r 
at  ^,  becau£e  no  amount  of  calculation  will 
«bow  thrtt  amount  of  work  to  have  been  done 
by  the  Constabulary.     And  there  is  this  diifi- 
colty  to  be  got  over:  that  thoro  was  a  hirge 
sum  upon   i\\Q  estimates  for   Lho  purpose   of 
making  these  works,  and,  if  the  ConstaDulnry 
laboQzbad  to  be  paid  for,  it  undoubtedly  ought 
tohiTebeun  paid  for  out  of  this  larger  sum. 
Putting  £25,000  down  on  the  estimates  for  the 
payment  of  that  Force  was,  I  believe,  wrong 
altogether— certainly  wrong  in  appearanc!\  and 
to  a  large  extent  wrong  in  reality.    This  year  it 
Konly  half  as  b^d,  because  the  sum  is  divided, 
wid£l2,5fX)  is  proposed  to  be  expended  ;  but  it 
i«  effoally  objectionable.      Then,  again,  looking 
at  this  summary,  X  find  that  for  the  purchase 
of  KatiT('  lands  the  estimated  amount  required 
to  be  \oted  for  actual  expenditure  this  year 
appeaa  to  be  £100,000.    That  is  quite  compre- 


hensible ;  but  in  the  third  column,  which  gives 
the  estimated  amount  required  to  be  autho- 
rized, and  understood  to  be  sufficient  to  carry 
on  for  two  years,  it  happens  that  the  same  sum 
is  down.  Certainly  there  ought  to  have  been 
another  £100,000  there,  if  any  regard  is  to  be 
had  to  liabilities,  which  'would  have  increased 
the  amount  at  the  foot  of  the  column,  and 
would  leave,  of  course,  a  smaller  amount,  to 
that  extent,  as  a  balance  available  next  year 
for  carrying  on  public  works.  I  admiti  I  do 
not  understand  how  it  can  be  that  the  sum 
required  for  two  years  is  the  same  as  the 
sum  required  for  one  year ;  but  there  it  is. 
Now,  as  I  have  said,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
was  somewhat  emphatic  in  reference  to  the 
evil  of  spending  money  intended  for  railways 
on  other  public  works.  He  has  frequently 
alluded  to  that ;  and  he  now  proposes,  I  under- 
stand, to  ear-mark  the  tuunk-line  loan.  But,  I 
say  again,  it  is  a  curious  way  of  ear-marking 
any  particular  loan  when  out  of  that  loan  so 
ear-marked  you  can  take  amounts  for,  of  all 
things  in  the  world,  the  purchase  of  Native 
land.  It  is  shown  that  there  is  a  very  large- 
contingent  liability  on  account  of  the  purchase 
of  Native  land — here  is  a  sum  of  ±200,000  cut 
out  and  set  aside.  But  it  must  be  evident  to 
every  one  who  knows  anything  about  it  that  a 
very  largo  portion  of  that  must  fall  in  for  pay- 
ment before  long.  And  many  of  these  liabili- 
ties have  existed  for  a  very  long  time,  and  they 
must  bo  in  respect  of  lands  outside  any  near 
neighbourhood  of  the  route  of  the  trunk  line — 
many  of  the  liabilities  began  before  there  was 
any  attempt  to  buy  leuid  on  account  of  the  trtmk 
line.  Yet  we  find  that  in  respect  to  all  these 
other  purchases  it  is  only  proposed  to  take 
£17,000  on  accoimt  of  the  liabilities,  whereas 
£80,000  pliis  £3,000  is  to  be  taken  in  respect 
of  liabilities  on  land  dealt  with  on  account 
of  the  trunk  line.  It  must  bo  manifest  that 
the  £17,000  must  be  altogether  insufficient  iu 
regard  to  the  general  liabilities  on  account  of 
land-purchase  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Government 
have  used  the  trunk-lino  loan  as  a  convenient 
source  under  which  to  smotlier  up  payments 
upon  lands  away  from  that  lino.  There  is 
anotlier  thing  that  J  may  as  well  speak  of  here. 
It  ajipears  to  mo  that  efforts  are  being  made 
to  take  "  the  power  of  the  purse  "  out  of  the 
hands  of  this  House,,  and  to  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  ^linisters.  Whereas  in  former  years 
—  I  am  not  sure,  though,  about  last  year — 
tho  amount  vottd  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  was  allocated  to  the  different  districts, 
this  year  it  is  put  in  a  lump  sum,  and  its  allo- 
cation remains,  apparently,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Minister.  I  can  soo  no  other  reason  for 
that,  except  the  one  I  havo  already  hinted  at — 
tliat  it  is  thought  desirable  to  utilize  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
these  sums  to  it,  at  the  Minister's  discretion. 
Thero  is  anotlier  thing  that  the  members  of 
tho  Government,  and  especially  the  Premier, 
have  ppoken  on,  both  in  the  House  and  outside. 
Tho  I^reraier  has  always  expressed  his  disap- 
pioval  of  tho  large  sum  taken  from  loan  for 
roads,  and  has  said  that  very  shortly  that  sum- 
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"will  have  to  be  curtailed,  or,  indeed,  the  taking 
of  loan  money  for  that  purpose  put  an  end  to. 
With  respect  to  that  particular  expenditure  I 
■do  not  take  quite  the  same  view  as  the  Premier, 
because  I  think  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  folly — I  do  not  use  the  word  in  a  disrespect- 
ful sense — in  the  idea  that  railways  are  to  do 
everything  in  opening  the  country. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  have  not  said  that. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— "To  do  the  principal  work 
in  opening  the  country:"  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  dissent  from  that. 
I  say  it  is  not  so.  In  my  opinion  roads  will,  for 
many  years,  be  the  principal  means  of  opening 
the  country.  There  are  many  districts  where 
xailways  would  be,  at  least  partially,  a  failure 
if  unaccompanied  by  the  making  of  roads, 
"whereas  if  so  accompanied  the  expenditure  on 
railways  might  be  productive  ;  and  therefore  I 
do  not  quite  agree  with  him,  but  think  that  so 
long  as  we  borrow  money  it  is  well  to  spend 
part  of  it  on  the  making  of  roads.  It  is  true  I 
agree  with  the  Premier  in  some  respects  even 
in  that,  if  he  condemns  the  practice  that  pre- 
vails, even  at  the  present  time,  of  spending 
money  on  opening  up  Crown  lands,  the  proceeds 
from  which  lands  are  now,  and  have  been  for 
years — shall  I  say  ? — nil.  As  to  that,  I  agree 
that  the  expenditure  is  unwise,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  come  out  of  borrowed  money.  The 
Premier  knows  there  are  such  cases,  and  I 
need  not  specify  them.  Another  thing  the  Pre- 
mier says  in  relation  to  this  matter  —  and 
hero  I  am  more  disposed  to  agree  with  him. 
He  deprecates  the  spending  of  so  much  bor- 
Towod  money  on  public  buildings.  I  agree 
^th  him  fully  in  that.  That  has  been  my 
contention  for  years,  and  I  have  in  this 
House,  in  former  sessions,  given  some  rather 
usurious  illustrations  of  that  practice,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  borrowed  money  is  spent  on 
■our  almost  immediate  necessities.  I  agree 
that  that  is  carried  to  an  extent  which  is  per- 
fectly unjustifiable.  But,  while  I  agree  with 
the  Premieres  professions  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  practice  of  the 
Oovemment  in  the  very  same  matter.  Despite 
these  professions  the  expenditure  is  still  very 
large  indeed,  and  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's professions  had  had  much  effect  on  the 
minds  of  his  colleagues  such  reductions  as 
have  been  made  would  have  been  very  largely 
augmented.  Now  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
which  I  think  I  shall  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works.  It  is  with  respect 
to  the  expenditure  on  open  lines.  I  am  sure 
that  that  is  a  thing  which  requires  the  most 
careful  watching.  Several  honourable  mem- 
bers have  pointed  out  with  perfect  justice — or, 
at  any  rate,  with  a  great  amount  of  justice — 
that  the  Working  Railways  Department  and 
the  Construction  Department  are  working  very 
freauently  at  cross-purposes— that  the  Working 
Railways  Department  will  change  a  station 
from  one  side  of  the  road  to  another  almost 
•capriciously,  and  it  really  makes  alterations  in 
the  lines  which  appear  to  me  to  be  quite  un- 
justifiable. Now,  we  are  spending  a  very  large 
amount  of  borrowed  money  on  the  opened  lines 
Mr.  Bnjcr. 


in  the  colony ;  and  I  say  this  to  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works :  that,  so  long  as  the  Undej^ 
Secretary,  or  the  Manager,  or  whoever  he  is 
who  has  charge  of  the  working  railways,  luw 
the  power  to  dip  his  hands  into  a  full  paxM 
of  borrowed  money  for  the  purpose  of  isa- 
proving  the  opened  lines,  so  long  will  the 
expenditure  be  excessive.  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  so.  I  have  observed  the  matter  closely 
myself,  and  I  believe  that  that  is  how  it  is. 
The  Manager  naturally  desires  to  have  rail- 
ways of  very  great  excellence,  and  he  goes  cat 
imjproving  and  improving,  because,  from  h» 
point  of  view,  there  is  no  scarcity  of  money, 
and  it  does  not,  as  it  were,  impair  the  appear- 
ance of  his  balance-sheet  of  the  expenditure 
and  receipts  of  the  railways.  I  would  say  this 
in  respect  to  these  railways  :  that  we  are  only 
a  small  country,  we  do  not  number  our  popula- 
tion by  millions  as  some  countries  do,  and  I 
think  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  we  in 
this  country  should  push  our  railways  to  the 
point  of  excellence  that  can  be  obtained  in 
countries  where  the  traffic  is  very  much  greater. 
I  would  say  this:  that,  where  a  railway  has 
been  formed  and  is  working  fairly  well,  with 
safety  to  the  public  at  any  rate,  and  is  doing 
pretty  good  work,  until  the  traffic  justifies  it 
I  would  not  go  to  a  considerable  expense  in 
improving  it. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — ^I  was  sure  I  should  have  the 
sympathy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  this 
point,  and  I  have  made  these  remarks  more 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  I  would  give 
him  my  support  in  cutting  down  the  expen- 
diture in  this  direction  than  with  a  view  of 
criticising  the  thing.  In  the  section  of  the 
public  works  estimates  referring  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  there  are  some  very 
curious  items.  There  are  items  which  I  know 
something  about,  and  I  do  not  in  all  cases 
condemn  the  expenditure ;  but  there  is  one 
item  of  £4,000  for  fencing  Native  reserves.  I 
do  not  condemn  the  expenditure :  I  know  it 
was  recommended  by  the  West  Coast  Commis- 
sioners, and  I  have  never  condemned  their  re- 
commendation, and  I  am  not  going  to  do  so  now. 
But  it  seems  to  me  very  curious  to  take  it  out 
of  this  vote.  It  might  have  come  out  of  "  Un- 
authorized," or  might  have  been  obtained  by  a 
special  vote  of  the  House ;  but  how  it  should 
come  out  of  the  vote  for  the  purchase  of  Na- 
tive land  I  do  not  know:  and  I  must  make  a 
remark  now  which  I  shall  have  to  make  with 
regard  to  some  other  items — that  I  do  not  know 
how  the  Minister  in  charge  has  managed  to 
get  the  expenditure  past  the  Audit.  It  is  taken 
from  money  voted  by  the  House  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  charging  of  it  under  that  head- 
ing was  passed  by  the  Auditor-General.  Then, 
another  very  curious  item  is  that  for  the  rents 
of  the  Himatangi  Block.  Now,  thereby  hongs 
a  tale.  I  never,  m3r8elf,  believed  in  this  item 
or  the  justice  of  it.  It  has  been  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council,  which  had 
sympathy  with  the  Native  claimemts,  and  re- 
ported in  their  favour.    It  has  also  been  three 
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times  ftt  least  before  the  Native  Afiaira  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  and  twice  that  Commit- 
tee  reported    against    it;     bat    last    session 
^ahnost  at  the  close  of    the  session  —  they 
broaght  in  a  recommendation  in  favour  of  it. 
Kovr,  I  have  said  that  thereby  hajigs  a  tale. 
Pr.  Buller  gave  evidence  before  that  Commit- 
tee that  he  had  orders  for  the  money,  and  that, 
in  fact,  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to  him.    He 
made  no  concealment  of  it,  and  if  he  were 
here  now  he  would  acknowledge  it  at  once. 
Honourable  members  who  are  able  to  carry 
their  memory  back  to  last  session  will  recol- 
lect that  at  one  time  of  it  the  Government 
were,  if  I  may  say  so,  in  the  agony  of  their 
fate,  and  were  saved  by  the  votes  of  the  Maori 
members.    Well,  at  that  very  period  Dr.  Buller 
pervaded  the  precincts  of  the  House,  and  he 
stack  to  the  Maori  members  like  a  Govern- 
ment whip,   but  much  more  effectually  than 
any  Government  whip  could  do.     He  made 
no  secret  of  the  matter,  but  said  that  if  it 
came  to  a  question  of  removing  the  Govern- 
ment from  office  he  was  bound  to  do  every- 
thing he  could   to  keep  them  in.    The  way 
in  which  he  did  that  was  to  pay  very  great 
attention   to    the  Maori   members,    spending 
half  his  time,  while  the  House  was  sitting,  in 
their  room.    I  have  always  doubted  whether  he 
had  a  right  to  frequent  that  room  ;   but,  at  all 
events,  as  long  as  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so 
he  frequented  that  room.     Great  efforts  were 
made  in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  to  get 
this  through,  and  ultimately  it  was  got  through. 
Bnt  here  comes  in  the  peculiar  part  of  tlie 
matter.    The   Government   did    not  wait  for 
the  sncceeding  session  to  put  this  sum  on  the 
estimates,  although  it  had  been  twice  refused 
by  the  Committee,  but  they  actually  put  it  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  that  session,  and 
passed  it  through  on  almost  the  last  day  of  the 
Miiion.    It  is  very  well  known  that  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  come  on  when  honour- 
able members    are    impatient  to    get    home, 
and  those  estimates  generally  pass  with  a  very 
slight  amount  of  discussion.    Where  on  earth 
was  the  hurry  to  do  this,  unless  it  was  to 
let  Dr.  Buller    have   the   money,  under  the 
pretence  that  it  was  going  to  the  Maoris  for 
ttivices  rendered  ?    I  would  say  that  even  that 
£1.000  is  a  doubtful  item  to  pass  the  Audit, 
althongh  I  conceive  it  might  pass,  because  it 
vas  connected  with  the  purchase  of  the  Mana- 
watu  Block  in  former  years.    Therefore  I  do 
not  make  as  strong  an  objection  to  that  item 
PMang  as  I  do  to  the  other.    And,  now,  here 
18  another  thing — tho   purchase  of  the  Ngairo 
Swamp,  JEl.OOO.     This'  was  a  leasehold   held 
by  a  private  individual  from  the  Maoris,  and 
the  Government  purchased  the  lease  from  the 
European.    I  thought  the  idea  of  taking  leases 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  for  the  purpose 
of  settlement  had  been  exploded.    It  has  been 
well  understood  in  this  House  for  years  that 
in  no  single  instance  has  settlement  been  pro- 
moiefl  by  leases  held  on  behalf  of  the  Govem- 
mei'.t.    But  what  happened  in  this  case  ?     I 
have  heard  a  great  deed  about  this  swamp.     It 
i*"-ch,  apparently  ;  but  it  has  come  to  the  know- 


ledge of  people  lately  that  it  is,  in  truth,  a 
submerged  forest,  and,  when  drained,  leaves 
a  perfect  outcrop  of  timber.  I  presume  the 
gentleman  who  had  the  lease  of  it  could  not 
face  the  responsibility  of  draining  it ;  and  what 
more  natural  than  th&i  it  should  occur  to  him 
to  sell  it  to  the  Government  ?  So  he  sold  his 
lease  to  the  Government,  and  got  £1,000  for  it ; 
and  I  am  sure  he  ought  to  receive  congratula- 
tion for  his  enjojnnent  of  that  £1,000 ;  but  that 
is  more  than  the  Government  ought  to  receive, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  a  perfectly  use- 
less transaction,  and  the  money  was  com- 
pletely thrown  away.  But  here  comes  in  this 
point,  and  I  must  lay  stress  on  it :  Again  a  vote 
is  taken  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  and 
the  Government  with  £1,000  of  that  vote  pur- 
chase a  lease  from  a  European,  and  not  Native 
land  at  all ;  and  yet  that  expenditure  passes 
the  Audit !  How  that  was  done  I  do  not  know. 
I  can  only  say  it  would  never  have  occurred  to 
me  to  ask  the  Audit  to  do  such  a  thing,  and 
I  say  now,  in  the  presence  of  the  House  and  the 
Government,  that  it  ought  to  be  accounted  for 
how  it  passed  the  Audit,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
accounted  for.  Sir,  I  put  a  question  to  the 
Native  Minister  tho  other  day  with  respect  to 
the  purchase  of  two  sections  on  the  Waitotara 
River  from  ]Mr.  Henry  Churton,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  good  enough  to  answer  me 
at  considerable  length  and  give  me  information 
which  I  had  not  possessed  before ;  and  I  felt 
obliged  to  him  for  doing  so.  Nevertheless  the 
transaction  was  a  peculiar  one  in  the  highest 
degree.  Thcso  sections  have  been  for  a  con- 
siderable time  in  a  very  peculiar  position,  and 
I  may  say  that  they  have  cost  tho  Government 
a  great  deal  of  money  already.  They  are  two 
four-hundred- acre  sections  of  fairly  good  land 
in  the  confiscated  block,  and  the  former  occu- 
pant was  in  occupation,  or  attempted  occupa- 
tion, but  the  Maoris  so  annoyed  him  and  at 
last  they  made  it  so  "  hot "  for  him  that  he  left, . 
and  the  Government  gave  him  land  elsewhere. 
I  may  say  that  the  chief  at  tho  head  of  the 
hapu  which  occupied  it  was  Tapu  te  Waero, 
and  he  was  told  by  the  Commission  that  ha 
might  depend  upon  it  that  he  would  have  to 
leave  the  sections.  Sir  William  Fox  inter- 
viewed him,  and  ho  also  told  him  that  he 
would  havo  to  leave,  and  that  he  would  not 
recommend  his  getting  anotlier  piece  of  land 
further  up  until  he  had  left  this  land  and 
given  peaceable  possession  of  it  to  Mr.  Chur- 
ton. Then,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
the  other  day,  he  sent  Mr.  Mackay  up  to  make 
further  inquiries  into  the  matter.  Mr.  Mackay, 
who,  I  suspect,  knew  comparatively  little  about 
it,  recommended  that  tho  land  should  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  the  services  of  a  certain 
gentleman  should  be  employed  in  the  purchase 
of  these  two  sections.  The  services  of  the 
gentleman  were  employed,  and  he  got  £200  for 
those  services  ;  and  ho  bought  tho  sections  for 
£4,600,  or  at  tho  rate  of  £0  an  acre,  including 
his  commission.  I  say  that  is  a  very  tidy  price 
for  the  land:  indeed,  it  is  twice  the  value  of 
tlie  land ;  and  I  will  show  it  in  this  way : 
Honourable  members  will  bear  in  mind  that. 
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tho  price  paid  for  the  land  was  £6  per  acre, 
including  tne  £200.  In  1882  these  two  sections 
of  eight  hundred  acres  were  valued  at  £1,800, 
and  in  1885  they  were  valued  at  £2,000, 
hut  then  the  land  was  hough t  for  £4,800, 
being  £4,600  for  the  land  and  £200  for  com- 
mission. In  my  own  mind  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
>choson  not  to  employ  a  commission  agent,  but 
had  intrusted,  the  matter  to  the  regular  officer 
of  the  department,  he  would  have  got  this  land 
for  half  what  ho  paid  for  it ;  but  he  took  this 
exceptional  course,  and  the  colony  has  suftered 
for  it.  I  say  the  purchase  was  altogether 
unjustified,  for  it  shows  the  Maoris  there  that 
they  have  only  to  persist  long  enough  in  de- 
fying the  law  and  in  the  end  they  will  get 
what  they  want.  Now,  Sir,  I  ask,  again,  how 
did  that  large  sum  pass  the  Audit  ?  It  is  not 
Native  land  purchase  at  all.  It  is  paid  for 
out  of  the  vote  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
us  of  the  other  day ;  but  it  is  not  Native  land, 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  bought  it  from 
Mr.  Churton,  a  European.  The  moral  of  this 
story  is  this :  that  if  these  things  are  to  be  done, 
and  such  extraordinary  items  are  to  be  crammed 
on  to  the  Native-land-purchase  vote,  that  vote 
will,  at  any  rate,  have  to  bo  distributed  as  it  was 
formerly,  and  not  be  voted  in  one  large  sum  as 
it  is  now.  That  is  a  very  moderate  and  proper 
-conclusion  to  draw.  But  now  I  come  to  a  very 
much  more  serious  matter,  and  it  is  in  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  Native  land  by  commission. 
What  occurred  in  this  colony  some  nine  or 
ten  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
a  good  many  of  us  in  this  House,  and  it 
would  be  accepted  without  proof  that  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands  under  any  such 
system  is  essentially  vicious,  and  must  end 
in  disaster  to  the  colony.  Why,  members  of 
this  House  ten  years  ago  were  never  tired  of 
harping  on  that  theme  and  showing  beyond 
dispute  that  the  Government,  under  such  a 
system,  was  sore  to  get  bad  land  at  a  high 
price,  while  the  Maoris  retained  the  good  land 
for  themselves.  That  was  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  and  it  will  require  no  argument  to 
-show  that  the  system  had  almost  become  fatal 
to  the  Government.  It  was  so  blown  upon  and 
•exposed  that  it  had  not  one  defender,  and  this 
Assembly  actually  passed  an  Act  which  caused 
its  discontinuance.  That  measure  passed  this 
House  almost  without  debate,  and  through  the 
other  House  with  only  a  few  remarks.  I  will 
read  what  the  Act  says,  so  that  the  House 
may  see  that  this  essentially  vicious  system, 
in  defiance  of  the  lessons  of  history,  is  being 
reverted  to  in  its  worst  form,  but  it  is  being 
reverted  to  unlawfully,  and  in  the  face  of  an 
Act  of  this  Assembly.  This  is  a  portion  of  the 
title  bearing  on  the  subject :  it  is  an  Act  **  for 
discontinuing  the  system  of  purchasing  Native 
lands  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  by  commission." 
Then,  here  is  a  portion  of  the  preamble : — 

"  And  whereas  agents  have  been  employed  by 

the  Government  to  purchase  Native  lands  on 

commission,  and  there  are  a  number  of  such 

purchases  under  negotiation  and  Incomplete : 

Mr.  Bryce 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  that  znoda 
of  purchasing  Native  lands  should  forthwitit,.   ; 
be  discontinued." 

And  so  on.    Then,  in  clause  6  we  have  fk,   \ 
imperatively  set  forth  that  purchases  nndoc    i 
that   system   shall  cease.  The  word   ''xnay,**- 
which  is  sometimes  read  as  "shall,"  is   not 
employed ;    but  the  absolute  word  "  shall  "  is 
employed.    The  clause  says, — 

**  The  Native  Minister  shall,  as  soon  as  coo- 
vcniently  may  be,  make  arrangements  for  tha. 
discontinuance  of  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
on  commission,  and,  for  that  purpose,  maj 
discontinue  the  services  of  any  agent  so  em- 
ployed, upon  such  terms  and  conditions  am 
the  Native  Minister  may  think  fit." 

Now,  it  was  forthwith  discontinued,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  Native  Minister 
thought  fit,  and  arrangements  had  to  be  made 
with  those  people  who  had  transactions  incom- 
plete— and  a  pretty  penny  the  colony  had  to  pay 
to  satisfy  them.    There  are  three  names  that 
are  present  to  my  mind  now  as  those  of  agents 
who  had  to  be  settled  with.    There  was  ^Ir. 
James  Mackay,  who  received  £8,413 ;  there  vraa 
^Ir.  Brissenden,  whose  name  was  pretty  familiar 
to  the  public  then,  who  received  £1,773,  and 
also  a  further  sum  of  £892;  and  there   was 
Mr.  Mitchell,  who  received  £825.    Mr.  Mitchell 
had  been  employed  by  Sir  Donald  McLean  in 
connection  with  leases.    I  have  already  stated 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  has  never 
got  any  benefit  from  any  lease  that  it  has  ev^r 
entered    into,   and,  of  course,  the  thing   has 
long  ago  been  exploded ;  but  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
these  claims.    I,  however,  refused  to  reoogniza 
them  beyond  a  certain  extent ;  and  I  will  ex> 
plain  how  that  was,  because  it  was  a  matter  of 
principle.    They  got  so  much  per  acre  as  paid 
commission  agents.    A  very  large  number  of 
Natives  are  sometimes  interested  in  certain 
blocks,  and  it  is  generally  the  case  that  one- 
half  the  names  are  got  very  easily,  but   the 
further  you  go  on  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
complete  the  transaction ;  but  these  agents  in- 
sisted on  being  paid  pro  rata  on  account  of  tho 
signatures  that  they  had  got.    This  had  been 
recognized   to   a    considerable   extent  in    tho 
case  of  purchases;  but  I  did  not  recogniee  it 
in  the  case  of  the  leaseholds.    However,  the 
matter  came  before  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  then  Government, 
which  at  last  authorized,  as  I  say,  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  £825  to  Mr.  I^Iitchell.    Now, 
I  again  ask  this  House,  is  that  a  system  that 
ought  to  be  revived?    Yet  it  is  being  revived 
in  its  worst  form,  and  unlawfully,  as  I  have 
shown.    The  honourable  member  has  told  us 
that  land  is  being  purchased  along  the  trunk 
line,  and  also  in  the  Taupo  district — the  dis- 
trict represented  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Tauranga.     Now,   in    the    district   repre- 
sented by  the  honourable  member  for  Tau- 
ranga there  are  sellers  who  are  connections 
of  that  honourable  gentleman    by  marriage. 
There  is  also  another  gentleman  of  the  same 
name  as  the  member  and  his  brother,  I  believe, 
who  has  been  appointed  a  regular  purchase 
agent  for  the  Government.    I  offer  no  objection 
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to  that — that  is  right  enough;   but  there  is 
a  tbiid  gentleman,  a  Mr.   Grace,  who  is  a 
cammission  agent;  and,  in  my  opinion,  that 
is  the  sort  of  thing  that  ought  to  be  looked 
after  by  the  House.      This  gentleman,  as  I 
nndeiBtand  it,  is  to  receive  a  commission  of 
2d.  per  acre  from  the  Government ;    and  ho 
is,  at  the    same    time,  I  am  informed,  em- 
lidojed  by  the  Native  Land  Court  to  act  as 
an  interpreter  in  cases    of   title  that  come 
before  the  Court.    Now,  I  think  that  is  not  an 
anangement  that  honourable  members  will  bo 
disposed  to  acquiesce  in.   However,  that  gentle- 
msn  is  employed  to  purchase  at  2d.  per  acre, 
and  there  is  associated  with  him,  I  understand, 
Mr.  ^tchell,  to  whom  reference  has  been  pre- 
viously made.     Now,  there  is  another  point  in 
connection  vrith  this  matter  which  I  ought  to 
mention.    I  am  informed  that  they  propose  to 
purchase  at  Is.  6d.  per  acre.    I  do  not  know 
vhat  particular  land  is  being  bought  there,  but 
I  know  that  there  is  plenty  of  land  there  that 
would  be  dear  at  any  price  ;  but  what  I  want 
to  point  out  is  that,  a£suming  that  the  land  is 
vorth  Is.  6d.  per  acre,  still  2d.  per  acre  is  a 
very  considerable    percentage;    and  you   will 
obwrvo  that  the  regular  purchasing  agents  of 
the  Government  are  to  assist  these  commission 
agents  to  gec  the  land,  so  as  to  secure  the 
tallest  terms — ^which  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
be  an  improvement.     Why  this  is  so  I  do  not 
know.  There  is  a  still  further  peculiarity  about 
it,  if  I  am  rightly  informed.     That  is,  that 
these  commission  agents  are  now  getting  30s.  a 
day  advance — to  meet  current  expenses,  I  sup- 
pose—and to  be  afterwards  deducted  out  of 
the  accumulated    twopenccs.     I    do   not   re- 
gaid  that  as  any  improvement.     I  see    that 
^20  has  already  been    paid  to  commission 
•gents.    I  am  not  quite   suro    whether  this 
payment  to  the   agents  was  regular  or  not ; 
bat  this  sum  has  been  paid,  and  if  honourable 
members  will  look  at  the  amount  of  land  pur- 
chased they  will  see  that   this  sum  amounts 
not  to  2d.   per    acre,   but  to  3.Jd.  per  acre. 
Then,  there  is  a  regular  agent  appointed   to 
parchaso  Native  land  on  the  Wanganui  side 
<rf  the  Upper  Wanganui.    I  do  not  object  to 
that-"!  do  not  object  to  the  regular  agents  ; 
bntwith  this  agent  there  is  also  associated  a 
conunisaion  agent,  a  gentleman  who  will  bo 
remembered  as  a  member  of  this  House — iMr. 
John  Stevens — and  who  has  announced  him- 
*clf  as  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  this  House  at 
the  next  general  election.     This  gentleman  is 
employed  to  purchase  a  large  quantity  of  land 
m  the  neighbourhood  of  the  main  trunk  line, 
jnd  I  understand  that  the  remuneration  which 
*ie»  too,  is  to  receive  is  2d.  per  acre  for  any 
^nantity  that  he  can  buy.     I  simply  say  this 
agiin :  that  this  system  has  not  stood  the  test 
oi  experience,  and  that  we  may  expect  now,  as 
^«  realized  on  a  former  occasion,  that  under 
"s  operations   the    Government  will  get  the 
ba^  land,  while   the  Natives  will  retain  that 
^hu-h  is  good.    In  this  very  Waimarino  Block, 
to  which  I  am   now   alluding,  I   understand 
that  :he  Natives  are  to  havo  the  privilege  of  ro- 
serring  to  tiiemselves  fifty  thousand  acres  in 


various  localities ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  similar  provisions  as  to  a  considerable 
number  of  blocks.  The  land  in  this  block 
is  very  various  in  quality.  It  consists  partly 
of  heavy  bush,  partly  of  pieces  of  very  good 
land  for  settlement,  and  partly  of  very  bad 
land ;  and  what  I  am  afraid  of  is  that  the  Maoris 
will  include  in  their  fifty  thousand  acres  the 
best  of  the  land,  leaving  to  the  Government  tho 
bad  land.  The  reason  I  fear  this  is,  that  you 
cannot  expect  commission  agents  to  look  very 
closely  after  tho  interests  of  the  Government  in 
such  a  matter.  No  doubt  what  they  will  do — 
they  have  done  it  in  the  past :  I  am  now  speak- 
ing of  them  as  a  class,  and  not  in  reference  to 
any  particular  individuals — is  to  make  things 
as  pleasant  as  they  can  for  the  sellers,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  induced  to  sell,  and  that  tho 
commission  agents  may  collect  as  large  a  num- 
ber of  twopences  as  they  can.  My  regret  is 
very  great  indeed  that  the  Government  should 
have  reverted  to  a  system  which  has  been 
proved  to  be  disastrous  in  the  past,  and  which 
is  likely  to  be  disastrous  in  tho  future,  and  that 
they  should  havo  done  so  in  defiance  of  the 
law  which  has  boon  passed  by  this  Assemblv. 
What  I  have  been  saying  has  been  mostly 
directed  to  what  I  conceive  to  be  bad  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  and  I  have  spoken 
as  I  have  done  because  I  have  hoard  this  fre- 
quently from  the  public :  *'  Well,  here  is  the 
Stout-Yogel  Government.  We  say  nothing  in 
defence  of  their  policy  —  in  fact,  thoy  have 
abandoned  their  policy,  and  they  are  ready 
to  abandon  everything  in  the  shape  of  a 
policy.  But  you  cannot  say  anything  against 
their  administration."  Well,  Sir,  if  I  thought 
that  their  administration  was  as  good  as  the 
public  thinks  it  to  be,  I  should  nob  care  much 
about  their  abandonment  of  policy.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  their  administration  is  good. 
I  see  nothing  but  a  breakdown  in  their  policy, 
and  I  cannot  see  that  their  administration  is 
good.  It  is,  of  course,  for  members  generally 
to  say  whether  they  agree  in  that.  Possibly  a 
majority  may  think  tliat  the  best  thing  that 
could  be  done  is  to  support  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. Of  course,  if  they  think  so,  they 
are  at  liberty  to  act  on  their  opinion ;  but  I  have 
my  opinion.  With  respect  to  the  Bill  itself  I 
shall  only  say  a  few  words.  I  think  that  tho 
amount  proposed  to  be  borrowed  is  too  large. 
The  Premier,  on  one  occasion,  challenged  mo 
to  say  what  items  in  tho  public  works  estimates 
I  thought  should  bo  omitted.  I  did  not  respond 
to  the  invitation,  nor  shall  I  do  so  now,  I 
shall  only  repeat  the  remark  I  then  made — 
that  somo  of  these  lines  need  not  be  gone 
on  with.  Then,  I  say  this  :  that,  even  if  we 
a.ssumed  that  the  whole  were  justifiable,  still 
there  would  bo  no  diflficulty,  in  one  sense — a 
good  many  members  would  not  be  pleased,  a 
good  many  localities  would  not  bo  pleased — m 
making  a  smaller  expenditure.  Now,  I  have 
already  indicated  that  1  tliink  tho  expenditure 
is  too  large :  I  mean,  tho  cxpenflituro  of  bor- 
rowed money  is  too  largo,  which,  of  course, 
involves  tho  necessity  for  borrowing ;  and  I 
am  ver>'  much  mistaken  indeed  if  tho  Premier 
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does  not  in  his  heart  agree  with  me  in  that.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  indicate  where  the  reductions 
should  be  made;  but,  if  the  amount  to  be 
borrowed  is  excessive,  then  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment ought  seriously  to  apply  themselves  to 
the  reduction  of  that  amount,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  reduction  of  the  works  to  be  gone 
on  with. 

>Ir.  BALLAKCE.— Sir,  the  House  has  had  a 
most  elaborate  criticism  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  of  the  public  works 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
administration  —  questions  of  administration 
which  depend  to  a  very  large  extent  upon 
the  opinions  —  the  unsupported  opinions  — 
which  have  been  formed  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  mind,  and  without  any  regard 
whatever  to  the  necessity  of  supporting  those 
opinions  by  references  to  facts.  Sir,  I  never 
before  heard  in  any  speech  so  much  distortion, 
so  much  colouring,  or  so  much  misreprc- 
KcntatioD.  I  cannot  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  understood  the  loan  proposals 
uf  the  Government,  for  he  has  really  not  at- 
tempted to  deal  with  them.  But  ho  indulged 
in  one  piece  of  criticism,  and  only  one,  so  far 
as  li<;nrcs  were  concerned ;  and  it  is  this  :  He 
lU'rived  at  the  conclusion  that  at  the  end  of  the 
j)rt  sent  year  there  would  be  liabilities  of  a  cor- 
responding amount  to  what  existed  at  the  end 
of  last  year,  and  that  there  would  be  nothing 
to  meet  them — absolutely  nothing.  The  loan 
would  be  gone,  there  would  be  the  necessity  for 
further  borrowing,  and  there  would  be  nothing 
to  meet  the  liabilities,  which  he  estimated 
would  be  the  same  as  at  the  end  of  last  year. 
Now,  if  anv  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
ut  the  PuDlic  Works  Statement  he  will  see 
that  the  amount  available  for  this  year  is 
£•2,708,700;  and,  allowing  £1,400,000  for  ex- 
penditure, that  leaves  £1,368,780  for  next  year, 
wliicli  is  £568,000  more  than  would  bo  re- 
quisite to  cover  the  liabilities.  That  is  a 
sample  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  minute 
criticism  of  the  figures  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred  to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
and  to  his  dramatic  manner.  Well,  I  do  not 
thuik  the  Colonial  Treasurer  could  possibly  be 
more  dramatic  than  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  upon  some  occasions,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  puts  on 
that  appearance  of  pathos  and  melodrama, 
he  assumes  it  so  well,  so  artistically,  that 
no  honourable  gentleman  in  this  House  is 
likely  to  surpass  him.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
no  right  to  denounce  the  anti- borrowers  — 
the  people  who  are  opposed  to  a  borrowing 
policy.  Ho  ought  to  have  used  the  word 
"criticise"  for  "denounce."  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  not  denounced  the  anti-bor- 
rowers ;  he  has  criticised  them,  and  has  shown 
that  a  moderate  borrowing  policy  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  public  works  which 
are  essential  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  the  colony.  That  is  the  position 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  has  denounced  anti-borrowers.  I  think 
Mr,  Bryce 


there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  the  anti-bor- 
rowers put  forward  with  regard  to  public  ex- 
penditure and  the  constructing  of  lines  of  rail- 
way. The  difficulty,  however,  is  this :  th&t  the 
anti-borrowers,  like  the  honourable  gentleman^ 
go  the  whole  length  of  allowing  no  modificatioSL 
of  borrowing,  and  say,  "  Stop  it  at  once." 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  say  the  oontrary. 

^Ir.  B ALL ANCE.— Then  it  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  us.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will  say,  *•'  Borrow  just  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  o£ 
carrying  on  beneficially  the  public  works  of  the 
colony."  That  is  what  every  honourable  zneni- 
her  says  ;  but  tlie  difierence  is,  that  some  sat 
the  money  should  be  borrowed  for  cert&iQ 
works,  and  others  say  it  ought  not  to  be  bor- 
rowed for  those  works ;  and  when  the  question 
is  examined,  it  comes  to  this :  that  honourable 
members  favour  borrowing  such  money  as  can 
be  got  for  their  own  districts,  and  oppose  bor- 
rowing for  other  districts.  Then,  we  are  told 
that  interest  is  paid  out  of  loan.  How  does  the 
honourable  gentleman  prove  that  ?  Why,  the 
honourable  gentleman  attempts  to  prove  it  by 
saying  that,  when  we  borrow  money  in  the  Eng- 
lish market,  instead  of  sending  out  the  cash 
borrowed  they  send  out  goods,  and,  the  goods^ 
being  sent  out,  wo  do  not  require  to  send  goods 
in  exchange  from  the  colony,  and  that  that 
is  really  taking  the  interest  out  of  borrowed 
money  in  order  to  meet  the  charges  on  loan. 
Now,  I  think  that  is  a  very  wide  stretch  of  the 
imagination.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any- 
thing whatever  to  support  it.  It  may  be  true  in 
a  certain  sense  that,  when  we  are  borrowing 
money  from  a  foreign  creditor,  there  will  be  & 
flush  of  prosperity  at  the  time  and  more  cash 
available  for  all  kinds  of  purposes — for  x>arties 
carr}4ng  on  all  kinds  of  business  as  well  as  for 
the  public  service :  that  is  a  truism,  but  that 
is  not  paying  interest  out  of  loan ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  the  most  extraordinary  piece  of  criticism. 
I  have  ever  heard — that  because  we  borrow 
money  from  a  foreign  source  it  therefore  fol- 
lows that  we  are  paying  interest  out  of  loan. 
On  the  question  of  paying  interest  out  of  loan 
the  honourable  gentleman  seems  not  to  be 
able  to  understand  this  simple  operation.  It 
has  been  explained  again  and  again,  and  I  am 
surprised  that  he  cannot  see  it.  Then,  what 
did  the  honourable  gentleman  do?  He  took 
money  out  of  loan  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
Armed  Constabulary,  and  he  says  in  so  doing 
he  was  quite  right.  That  is  his  position  now. 
We  showed  that  we  were  not  taking  the 
money  for  the  same  purpose,  but  that  we  took 
the  money  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  per- 
manent works  in  the  nature  of  fortifications. 
Eut  the  honourable  gentleman  says,  "Oh,  but 
the  Constabulary  labour  is  not  equal  to  the 
amount  of  money  taken  out  of  loan ;"  and.  he 
says  further  that  a  certain  amount  of  money 
was  put  down  for  the  construction  of  these 
fortiiications,  and  that  we  took  the  money  for 
the  support  of  the  Constabulary  after  the 
money  was  put  down  fof  these  works.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  really  looked  inta 
the  thing  he  would  have  seen  that  there  was 
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80  much  money  less  pat  down  for  the  purpose 

oi  coastmcting   the    fortifications — namely, 

eartiiworks — because  we  anticipated  using  ihe 

Anned  Constabulary.     And   now   leb  me  tell 

him  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  permanent 

force  is  engaged  upon  the  permanent  work  of 

•  erecting  fortifications,  and  that  an  amount  of 

£12,500  will  be  saved  in  oonsequenoe  of  the 

employment  of  t^ose  men.    It  is  as  plain  as 

ABC  that  we  are  using  these  people  for  the 

ooostniction  o|  permanent  works — ^works  as  per- 

msnent  as  any  works  in  the  nature  of  fortificci- 

Uon9  can  be.    Then,  he  came  to  the  question 

of  Native  lands,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 

attempted  to   show  that  we  have  done  very 

wrong  in  employing  commission  agents.    Now, 

I  am  prepared  to  admit  that,  if  looked  at  in 

one  li'^ht,  we  are  acting  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 

the  Act ;  but,  if  it  is  looked  at  in  another  light, 

we  aro  not  going  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 

Act.    I  do  not  think  it  can  in  any  way  bo  said 

that  wo  arc  acting  against  the  letter  of  .the 

I     law:  b'lt  1  admit  that  if  it  were  an  ordinary 

partha-so  of  Native  lands  we  might  be  held  to 

:     b^opTVDsin"  the  spirit  of  the  Act.    But  what  is 

I     till"!  jvjsition  ?     The  position*is  that  the  colony 

I     requires  iui    immediate   purchase  of    a.  large 

I     esunt  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  the  North 

I     Island  Trunk    Railway  —  for   the    purpose    of 

j     ^ettiiiiK  tlio  country  to  be  affected  by  that  rail- 

vrav.    U  ia  really  a  public  work,  and  the  House 

thinks  it  one  of  very  great  urgency ;  and  the 

rieccs.-?  ty  for  acquiring  those   lands  within  a 

•  reas/jnahle  time  is  a  sufBcicnt  justification  of 
*iifrt  v;i;  have  done.  The  honourable  gentleman 
aiV8,  ♦•Oh,  but  the  land  is  valueless,  or  some 
portions  of  it  are."  How  does  he  know  it  is 
valueless?  Why,  the  evidence  giyen  bgforo 
thf  Nr.iive  Affairs  Committee  only  a  day  or 
tw5  a::o  was  that  the  land  was  of  excellent 
quiiitv ;  and  before  the  honourable  gentleman 
&<ivs  tlie  Kirid  is  valueless  he  should  alTord 
^*u\f:  proof  of  the  fact,  and  he  has  afforded 
li'l'-e.  I  say  that  the  land-purchases  which  we 
ROW  are  making  are  not  open  to  the  criticism 
«nich  the  honourable  gentleman  indulges  in. 
TiK'v  uitler  essentially  from  former  purchases. 
Tiio  blocks  are  defined,  the  terms  of  the  en- 
pajenienta  are  limited,  the  amount.of  the  cost 
i^  limited.    If  the  honourable  gentleman  looks 

*  at  I  he  aizrocments — and  I  am  prepared  to  show 
t'l'.in  10  him — he  will  see  that  it  is  impossible 
f"rHbuse.s.to  ahso.  The  Land  Purchase  Agent 
M  Waai^anui  is  one  of  the  most  trusted  men  in 
the  colony,  and  he  said  it  was  impossible. to 
a^o:iin}  tlie  land  without  assistance,  and  he 
recommended  this  gentleman,  who  is  paid  a 
reivjnaUe  commission  for  his  work.  When  the 
*"rk  is  looked  at,  and  the  necessity  for  acquir- 
^"  the  land  considered,  I  maintain  the  Govern- 

.  ^'-nt  will  be  held  to  be  perfectly  justified  in 
*hat  they  have  done.  At  any  rate,  the  agree- 
^?nts  will  show  that  the  purchase  agent  has 
peoQ  carefully  restricted  in'.his  operations — that 
it  ia  impossible  for  him  to  go  outside  them,  and 
winost  impossible  for  any-abuses  to  arise.  The 
^wk  13  conducted  t)y  responsible  ofHcers  — 
^ccK  iuiyhom-I  have  confidence  ;  and  I  think 
"»  work  is  being  carried  on  satisfactorily,  and  | 
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will  bear  the  utmost  scrutiny.  Then,  again,  it 
is  said  that  when  the  allocation  of  the  ^Native 
reserves  comes  to  be  made,  the  Natives  will 
get  all  the  good  land  and  the  Government  all ' 
the  bad,  and  that  the  commission  agent  is 
to  allocate  them,  with  the  temptation  that  he 
should  act  in  a  certain  way  in  order  to  get 
his  commission  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  me 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman,  iii  answer  to 
that,  that  he  is  wrong  there  again.  The 
commission  agent  will  have  no  power  to  allo- 
cate a  single  reserve.  The  reserves  will  not  bo 
allocated  till  the  property  is  purchased,  and 
it  is  not  for  the  Natives  to  say  where  the  re- 
serves shall  be,  but  for  a  trusted  Government 
officer  simply  to  confer  with  the  Natives  with 
regard  to  where  these  reserves  shall  bo  fixod. 
If  the  system  of  land-purcliaso  is  iinderstod  it 
will  be  seen  that  nothing  else  can  be  do  u) :  if 
reserves  are  to  bo  left  for  the  Natives  at  all,  it' 
must  be  done  in  that  particular  way,  by  acjrec- 
ment  between  the  Government  and  the  NatisTs 
after  the  Government  has  Acquired  the  land. 
What  I  say  is  this:  I  have  no  wisii,  i\m\  no. 
member  of  the  Government  lias  nny  wisi),  to 
enter  into*  these  land-purcluiso  Iran sn/' lions, 
but  it  is  necessary  work,  and  woik  which  has 
been  forced  upon  the  Government.  Again  and 
again  the  necessity  of  acquiring  land  for  the 
purposes  of  settlement  along  this  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  has  been  pressed  upon  the 
Government,  and^  it  is  only  for  this  that  the 
commission  agents  have  been  appointed,  and 
only  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing?  this  land  that 
wo  have  increased  the  number  of  Land  Purchase 
officers.  If  ever  there  was  a  question  forced 
upon  the  Government  it  was  this  question  of 
acquiring  land  along  the  route  of  tho  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway,  and  I  say  it  was  not  tlio 
desire  of  the  House  that,  having  entered  upon 
this  work,  we  should,  as  under  the  old  system, 
extend  tho  operation  over  a  long  period  of 
time.  If  tho  Government  were  to  begin  this 
work  at  all.  it  was  work  to  bo  done  quickly.  It 
was  an  opinion  expressed  by  tho  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  and  by  many  othgrs, 
that  the  Government  should  acquire  at  least 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  before  they  went 
on  with  tho  construction  of  the*  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway.  I  say  that  the  steps  wc  hftvo 
taken  have  been  in  accordance  with 'the  ox- 
pressed  wish  of  tho  House.  We  have  gonft 
about  the  matter  in  a  business-like  way,  and 
the  agreements  we  .have  made  will  bear  tlie 
utmost  scrutiny  from  honourable  members. 
Now  I  come  to  tho  question  of  tho  pui chase 
of  two  sections  of  land  for  tho  Native;;;  and 
here  tho  honourable  gontlcman  entirely  distorts 
the  case.  The  fact  was  that  tho  Royal  Com-"' 
missioner  set  aside  a  portion  of  land  for  a 
Maori  hapu,  but  they  were  not  living  on  this 
land.  They  happened  to  be  livin.f?  from  time 
immemorial  on  land  which  had  in  some  way 
been  acquired  by  a  private  individual.  Now, 
what  did  we  find  upon  our  hands  ?  We  found 
upon  our  hands  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  upon  his  hands*  in  this  matter.  Wa 
had  a  Native  difficulty.  The  Native  chief  said 
that  he  would  not  leave  this  laud,  and.  that 
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not  one  of  his  people  would  leave  this  land 
unless  they  were  absolutely  taken  away  by 
force.  And  it  was  recognized  that  it  would 
be  an  act  of  sound  policy  to  acquire  this 
land,  in  order  that  this  chief  might  live  on  the 
land  of  his  forefathers.  I  maV  state  that  on 
this  land  there  is  a  graveyard  which  has  existed 
there  for  hundreds  of  years ;  and  yet  these 
people  were  actually  to  be  moved,  absolutely 
forced,  from  the  land  which  they  had  held  from 
time  immemorial,  and  which  thqy  had  never 
sold  1  What  did  we  do  ?  When  the  successor 
of  Sir  William  Fox  was  appointed,  we  asked 
him  to  look  into  this  matter  and  report  upon 
it;  and  his  report  was  to  the  effect  I  stated 
to  the  House  a  few  days  ago.  He  said  that  it 
was  desirable  to  acquire  this  land,  and  tliat  by 
doing  so  the  Government  would  save  money. 
The  purchase  was  therefore  made  by  the  Com- 
missioner, in  the  interests  of  the  .colony  'and 
in  the  interests  of  peace.  The  Commissioner 
reported  that  if  we  acquired  the  land  at  a  cer- 
tain price  it  would  be  cheap.  Now  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  comes  in,  in  his 
asual  way,  and  puts  a  low  value  on  the  land. 
He  says  he  puts  on  it  the  property-tax  value. 
But  that  is  not  always  the. exact  value.  I 
know  that  the  property-tax  value  varies  in  the 
most  extraordinary  way.  Sometimes  it  is  very 
much  less  than  the  real  value,  and  some  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  hold  .that  in  some 
instances  it  is  much  more  thaii'  the  real  valujQ. 
It  is  merely  a  matter -of  opinion,  and  here  we 
have  the  opinion  of  a  person  well  qualified  to 
judge.  The  honourable  gentleman's  criticism 
cm  these  points,  I  hold,  bears  testimony  to 
the.  soundness  of  our  administration.  With 
regard  lo  the  Ngaire  Swamp,  that  is  considered 
by  those  most  competent  to  judge  to  be  a  de- 
sirable acquisition.  It  is  near  a  railway-station. 
I  was  told  that,  with  drainage,  it  would  carry 
a  largo  number  of  farmers,  and  that  there  was 
very  little  land  in  the  neighbourhood  fit  for 
farming.  We  did  not  acquire  it  for  the  lease, 
but  I  was  assured  that  if  we  got  the  lease  the 
freehold  would  follow.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber tells  us  that  these  things  have  passed  the 

,  Auditor,  but  that  he  cannot  understand  it.  The 
honourable,  gentleman  put  that  very  neatly. 
But  fheir  having  passed  the  Auditor  shows  that 
they  arc  not  irreguiai;;  yet  the  honourable  mem- 
ber says  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  thing  that 
they  have  passed  the  Auditor.  Wo  come  now 
to  the  Himatangi  case.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  his  keenness  to  find  something  which 
he  can'impugn,  does  not  attack  a  vote  upon  the 
estimates  this  year,  but  he  goes  back  to  the 
•estimates  of  lost  year  and  finds  out  this  Hima- 
tangi case.  He-  says  that  the  Native  Affairs 
■Goniniittce  hod  previously  refused  to  pass  this, 
but  that  last  session  it  was  passed  by  a  special 
efiort,  and  that  Dr.  Buller  got  the  Maori  vote 
ior  the  Government.    I  think  my  Maori  friends 

.  will  say  whether  or  not  he  got  their  vote.  The 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  cheered 
that  sentiment ;  but  X  believe  Dr.  Buller  was 
there  not  working  for  the  Government  at  all, 
while  tlio  honoiirablo  member  for  Auckland 
East  was  at  that  time  working  very  hard  to 
Mr,  Bdllance 


get  the  Maori  vote  against  the  Qovemmont. 
Before  Dr.  Buller  said  a  word  to  the  Maori 
members  tliey  gave  me  a  pledge  that  as  they  be- 
lieved in  the  Government  they  would  support  it. 
The  charge  made  against  the  Maori  membeiB 
of  subjection  to   undue  pressure  is  a  charf^e 
entirely  without  foundation.    With  regard  to 
this  question,  I  would  say  that  I  was  not  on 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  When  it  passed 
the  resolution  in  favour  of  this  vote.    I  did  not 
attend  one  single  meeting.      I  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  •  with  it.    The  Native  Afiairs 
Committee  passed  the  resolution  by  a  majori^, 
and  the  Native  Committee  of  the  LegislatiYe  * 
Council  also  passed  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the 
money  being  voted.    When  the  matter  came 
before  me  I  looked  into  it,  and  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Committee  was  right.  What 
did  we  do  ?    Did  we  conceal  it,  as  the  honour- 
able member  would  lead  the  House  to  bolieve  ? 
Did  we  smuggle  it  through?    Ko ;  we  pat  the 
amoiyit  on  the  estimates  ;  the  House  discussed 
it  and  divided  upon  it.    I  was  told  that  there 
was  not  a  single  member  of  the  House  who  was 
not  lobbied  against  this   vote.    There  was  a 
vigorous  system  of  lobbying  and  button-holing 
against   the  vote,   and    after    the    discussion 
honourable  gentlemen  came  in    mechanically 
and  voted  against  the   item.    It  was  carried 
by  a    considerable    majority  in    the    House ; 
and  yet  the    honourable    gentleman    said    it 
was  smuggled  through  I   '  I  may  say,  further, 
that  this  vote  was  strenuously  supported  by 
a  gentleman   not    accustomed    to  vote   with 
the  Government.     I  refer  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the    Bay  of  Islands.      He  very 
strongly  supported  it,  and  arrived  at  the  oon- 
clusio(i  simply  from   the   evidence   he   heard 
before  the  Committee.    It  was  true  there  was 
a  battle  royal  before  the  Isative  Affairs  Com- 
mittee between  Dr.  Buller  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara.    .There  was*  a  personal 
rencofitrc — a  little   skirmish — between   those 
two  gentlemen;  and  because  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  opposed  it,  and  because,    * 
perhaps,  ho  did  not  approve  of  it,  lie  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  thing  was  altogether 
wrong;  but  the  honourable  gentleman's  criti- 
cism of  the  facts  has  entirely  broken 'down.    ' 
Now  we  come  to  the  next  point — about  a  sum 
of  £4,000  upon  the  estimates  for  fencing  Native 
reserves.     Why,  that  is  another  recommenda- 
tion of  the  West  Coast  Royal  Commission  ;  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  came  to 
me  and  made  representations  that  this  was  a 
right  thing  to  do.     I  looked  into  the  matter, 
and   arrived  at  the   same  opinion,  and   that 
the  report  should  be  carried  out.     The  fact 
that  the  Auditor  passed  this  is  an  argument 
that   it  was  a  perfectly,  regular  transaction. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  the  vote 
for 'Native  lands  is  not  distributed.     But  it 
was  also  put  down  in  a  lump  sum  last  session  : 
and  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  over  distributed. 
So  much  was  put  down  for  every  provincial 
district,  said  that  was  the  only  distribution 
that  ever  took  place.     T\^  distriots  in  the 
colony  received  most — W^ellington  aT\d  Auck- 
land.   Then,  with  regard  to  the  amount   of 
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anoney  available  for  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line:  it  is  true  that  the  greatef  portion  of 
4iie  £XOO,000  is  put  down  for  the  trunk  line. 
\Vhj?  Because  we  are  pushing  this  matter 
with  the  greatest  celerity,  so  that  we  may 
jkcquire  the  land  in  a  reasonable  time.  Wo 
hope  to  acquire  it  this  year,  and  that  is 
why  this  amount  is  charged  to  the  railway. 
The  proceeds  will  be  credited  to  the  rail- 
way, and  the  railway  will  not  lose  by  it.  I 
repudiate  altogether  the  charge  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  we  will  acquire 
land  outside  the  area  affected  by  the  railway 
and  charge  it  to  this  account.  The  insinuation 
ts  entirely  unfounded.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  raised  another  point.  He  says 
that  the  same  amount  of  £100,000  appears  in 
the  second  and  third  columns,  and  that  that 
id  strange.  He  evidently  does  not  understand 
the  classification  of  the  columns  at  all.  One 
column  should  net  show  double  the  amount  of 
the  other.  One  shows  what  is  required  to  be 
Toted,  and  the  other  what  is  required  to  bo  ex- 
pended. We  do  not  here  require  to  vote  more 
th&n  we  expend  in  the  year.  Any  one  can  see 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  cover  the  two  years ;  but 
the  honourable  member  could  not  understand 
I  "why  the  amount  for  two  yeturs  was  the  same  as 
I  the  amount  for  one  year  I  I  have  discussed 
now  the  various  points  raised  by  the  honour- 
^le  gentleman,  and  I  think  that,  if  the  Public 
Works  Statement  and  the  public  works  esti- 
mates are  to  receive  no  more  trenchant  and 
no  more  destructive  criticism  than  that  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  applied  to 
them,  they  will  stand  the  test  very  well.  As 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  views  about  the 
rate  at  borrowing,  they  may  or  may  not  bo 
sound ;  but  I  would  point  out  that,  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  honourable  gentleman  never  raised 
his  voice  against  excessive  borrowing  during 
*he  term  of  office  of  the  Government  of  which 
he  was  a  member. 
Mr.  BRYCE.— I  did. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— We  did  not  hear  it,  and 
we  never  saw  the  fruits  of  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  havo  Acquiesced  in  it ;  and 
there  has  never  been  a  Government  in  Kew 
Zealand  which  carried  on  so  largo  a  public 
works  expenditure  as  that  Government  did. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  at  the  figures 
they  -will  gee  that  that  is  perfectly  correct. 
When  they  left  office  they  were  spending  at  the 
«ite  of  £1,800,000  a  year,  and  I  believe  they 
'Were  not  aware  of  the  rate  at  which  tRey 
^ere  going",  but  were  entirely  uncbnscious  of 
•what  they  were  committing  themselves  to.  And 
yet  they  talk  as  if  they  had  been  models- of 
-economy!  The  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  laughs ;  but  he  feels  it,  nevertheless.  I 
Mn  perfectly  certain  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment he  feels  the  truth  of  the  remarks  I  have 
made.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  I  feel 
certain  that  the  criticism  of  our  administration 
oy  the  honourable-  member  fpr  Waitotara  has 
not  damaged  that  administration  in  the  opinion 
oi  the  Honse. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — We    are,   of  course,  now 
a<ldrct5sing  ourselves   to,  the   consideration  of 


the  Public  Works  Statement,  although  .we  are 
nominally  discussing  the  second  reading  of  the 
Loan  Bill.  As  regards  the  Bill  I  desire  to  say 
that,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  question  the 
policy  of  the  borrowing  proposed  in  that  3ill. 
I  consider  that  the  amount  the  Grovemment  pro- 
pose to  borrow  for  railway  purposes  for  two 
years  Is  not  an  excessive  amount,  -and  not  in 
excess  of  what  I  feel  to  be  the  necessities  of 
the  country  at  the  present  time;  and  I  am 
prepared,  to  agree  so  far  that  the.  policy  of 
borrowing  to  that  extent  for  railways  is  a 
correct  policy.  The  Bill  proposes  to  take  a 
new  departure  in  the  direction  of  "  ear-mark- 
ing "  the  loans,  and  as  to  that  there  is  one  point 
thai*  I  desire  to  call  attention  to.  It  is  that, 
in  spite  of  what  is  professed  to  be  done,  there 
is,  out  of  the  million  and  a  half,  no  less  than 
i^83,060 — including  the  expenses  and  chargen 
for  raising  loans— left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Government  as  they  choose,  and  to  be  distri- 
buted as  they  like,  without  the  House  being 
previously  aware  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  used.  '  There  is  £150,000  for  additions 
to  opened  lines ;  and  for  permanent-way  and 
rolling-stock  for  the  lines  named,  £370,000. 
I  thicdc  the  Government,  when  professing  to 
fix  the  amounts  to  be  spoilt  on  these  different 
lines,  should  really  ear-mark  them — it  should 
plainly  allocate  the  various  amounts  for  tho 
different  purposes,  and  let  us  see  exactly 
how  the  money  is  to  be  spent  which  we  are 
called  on  to  vote.  That,  I  think,  is  a  departure 
at  once  from  the  new  principle  which  is  being 
set  up.  That,  Sir,  is  all  I  desire  to  say  now 
with  regard  to  the  Loan  Bill.  Now  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  in  regard  to*  the  public  works 
administration  and  the  public  works  propoHals. 
Tho  Public  Works  Statement  is  a|  Statement 
\vhieh,  especially  at  a  time  like  this,  might  bo 
so  frtimed  as  to  have  a  material  effect  upon  tho 
condition  of  all  classes  in  the  country  ;  and  I  . 
think  the  Statement  submitted  on  this  occasion 
certainly  should  havo  been  framed  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  country.  1  am  talking  of 
this  Statement  as  being'the  production  not  of 
any  particular  member  of  the  Government,  but 
of  the  Government.  It  embodies  their  policy, 
I  take  .it,  and  its  proposals  are  the  proposalB 
of  the  Government ;  and  therefore  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  will  understand  that,  in 
criticising  that  Statement,  I  am  not  referring 
personally  to  him  —  with  whom  I  have  been 
on  the  most  friendly  terms  for  a  great  many 
years-— but  to  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 
And  I  wish  to  start  by  saying  that  I  consider 
this  Statement  a  most  empty  and  unstatesman- 
like  Statement  to  be  ma.de  at  a  time  like  the 
present.  It  appears  to  me  to  fail  altogether 
in  its  conception  of  the  requirements  of  tho 
country,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
considered  by  those  responsible  for  it  how  a 
statesmanlike  and  judicious  distribution  of  tho 
large  sums  we  are  asked  to  vote  might  bene- 
ficially fifffoct  the  colony  at  the  present  timo ;  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  occurred  to  the  minds 
of  thoso  honourablo  gentlemen  how  much 
more  advantageous  to  the  colony  generally  tho 
public  works  proposals  might  havo  been  made. 
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Sir,  what  ajre  the  subjects  which  the  Pablio 
Works  Statement  deals  with  ?  There  are  rail- 
ways, roads,  railway  management,  immigra- 
tion, public  buildings.  Native  land  purchases, 
et  cetera,  I  give  these  as  the  main  subjects 
dealt  with.  I  am  quite  aware  that  many  of 
these  subjects  are  spread  over  other  depart- 
ments as  well  as  that  of  public  works.  Let  us 
first  tak^  the  question  of  railways,  and  I  ask 
this  House  to  recall  what  was  the  policy  the 
Government  said,  when  they  took  office,  that 
they  w£re  going  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  railways.  What  was  the  criticism 
■the  hbnourablc  gentlemen  indulged  in  with  re- 
getrd  to  their  predecessors  ?    They  blamed  their 

Sredecessors  for  having  frittered  away  the  Pub- 
c  Works  Fund  on  small  and  uncompleted  lines 
instead  of  concentrating  their  means  on  the 
completion  of  the  trunk  lines  and  other  larger 
works  already  begun— that  they  did  not  spend 
their  funds  in  a  way  calculated  to  secure  an 
early  return  to  the  colony,  but,  quite  the  con- 
trary, that  they  frittered  away  the  colony's 
money  in  a  way  in  which  it  was  practically 
wasted.  But  look  at  the  schedule  to  this  Loan 
Bill,  and  let  any  honourable  gentleman  ask 
himself  where  there  is  any  new 'departure  in 
the  proposals  of  these  honourable  gentlemen  t 
in  no  case  is  there  any  attempt  to  make  the 
money  to  be  spent  reproductive  at  an  early 
date.  Very  large  sums  are  devoted  to  new 
works  before  old  ones  are  completed.  Before 
'the  trunk  lines  are  finished  large  sums  are 
taken  fpr  branch  lines,  and  there  will  have  to 
be  considerable  further^xpenditure'than  that 
proposed  on  these  branch  lines  before  they 
will  be  completed.  Therefore  the  policy  on 
which  the  Government  professed  to  start,  as 
the  reverse  of  the  policy  which  they  alleged 
had  been  followed  with  very  bad  results^  by 
their  predecessors,  is  not  adopted  in  these  pro- 
.posals  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  follow  exactly  the  same  policy 
that  they  so  strongly  blamed  in  theiif  prede- 
cessors. Let  me  give  an  instanee  or  two  from 
the  main  railways  referred  tain  the  Statement. 
There  is  the  Otago  Central.  I  am  unable  to 
speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  what  the 
vote  proposed  for  it  will  do,  but  nearly  every 
honourable  member  who  comes  from  that  part 
of  the  country  and  with  whom  I  have  spoken 
has  told  me  that  the  amount  proposed  for  the 
line  will  not  carry  it  to  a  point  where  it  will  be 
of  any  material  benefit  to  the  district  itself  or 
to  the  colony,  that  it  will  not  facilitate  settle- 
ment on  the  Crown  lands  there,  and  that  it  will 
not  secure  traffic  which  will  make  the  line  in 
any  degree  a  reproductive  one.  If  that  be  so, 
the  Government  have  entirely  failed  in  regard 
to  that  important  line — entirely  failed  to  give 
effect  to  what  they  declared  should  be  their 
policy  in  regard  to  railway  construction  when 
they  took  office.  The  next  line  I  shall  instance 
is  one  I  know  a  great  deal  more  ab^ut,  tbe 
Napier-Palmerston  line,  which  is  now,  so  far 
as  it  is  made,  the  best-paying  line  in  .the 
colony,  except  a  small  line  at  Grcymouth, 
which  is  a  line  under  altogether  singular  and 
clifierent  circumstances— that  is  to  say,  it  can- 
Mr,  Onnond 


not  be  looked  upon  as  an  ordinary  traffic  Une, 
but  as  a  line  for  a  particular  purpose  and  out- 
side the  ordinary  railway  system.  But  of  all 
the  lines  the  Napier -Paln^erston  line  is  the 
best-paying  in  the  colony  in  proportion  to  the 
expenditure.  And  because  it  is  the  best-paying 
line,  I  suppose,  its  continuation  has  gone.oit 
at  a  snail's  pace  for  many  years — I  think  in 
SiYe  years  only  eleven  utiles  have  been  made — 
and  there  is  no  proposal  here  to  carry  on  the 
construction  of  that  line  at  an  increased  rate. 
Now,  what  is  the  position  in  regard  to  that 
line  ?  Two  years  ago,  when  this  Government 
took  office  and  brought  down  their  first  railway 
proposals,  I  was  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  had  an  interview  with  tlie  ^lin later 
for  Public  Works,  whom  I  found  ready  to  hear 
what  I  had  to  urge  in  regard  to  that  line,  and 
ready  to  push  it  on  to  completion,  as  it  was  a 
main  and  reproductive  line.  He  said  the  line 
should  be  pushed  on  to  completion,  and  pro- 
mised that  it  should  be  completed  by  December 
of  the  present  year.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man gave  a  most  distinct  promise  that  the  line> 
should  be  completed  in  that  period,  and  he  did 
so  on  the  ground  I  urged  and  which  he  ad- 
mitted— that  it  was  a  proper  line  to  push  on 
to  completion;  and  he  took  a  vote  to  do  it. 
That  was  two  years  ago.  Now,  I  hod,  as  I  say^ 
very  distinct  statements  from  the  Minister^ 
first,  that  the  line  should  go  on,  and,  next,  that 
everything  was  ready  for  pushing  it  on.  But^ 
knowing  something  of  the  department,  before 
the  end  of  the  session  I  waited  on  the  honour- 
able gentleman  with  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  and  osked'him  ofli-  • 
cially  to  give  us  the  same  promise  which  he 
had  given  to  me  when  he  spoke  to  me  on  the- 
subject.  We  reported  to  him  that  the  Welling- 
ton-Manawatu  Kailway  was  to  be  completed 
about  the  end  of  the  present  year,  and  we  urged 
him  to  push  the  other  line  on,  so  that  Napier 
might  be  brought  into  communication  with  the- 
other  lines  of  the  colony.  He  met  us  very 
courteously,  by  agttin  repeating  the  assurance 
which  he  had  given  to  me,  that  everything  waa 
ready,  and  that  the  line  should  be  mode  at 
once^^that  ho  would  push  it  on,  and  that  it 
should  be  completed  at  the  end  of  this  year,. 
simultaneously  with  the  other  lino."  We  were 
not  content  with  that  oven,  and  we  asked 
whether  the  Chief  Engineer  was  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and  he 
sent  for  Mr.  Blackett  and  asked  him  whether 
thei;e  was  anything  to  hinder  this  being  done, 
and  Mr.  Blackett  saic>  No  —  that  everything 
could  be  completed  in  the  time;  and  all  that 
offiper  said  wa?,  **  If  you  give  me  the  order,  it 
can  be  done."  The  honourable  gentleman  gave 
the  order  then,  in  our  presence,  saying,  "  You 
can  take  steps  immediately  -to  put  this  line  in 
hand."  I  then  returned  home,  and  then  some 
months  elapsed  without  anything  being  (lone  ; 
and  at  last  I  applied  to  know  why  it  was  so. 
I  was  told  that  there  was  some  temporary 
difficulty,  but  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  be  got 
over,  and  then  the  line  would  bo  proceeded 
with ;  but  still  nothing  was  done  prior  to  last 
session ;  and  up  to  the- present  timd  the  Gorget 
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.^ition  of  the  l|ne  has  not  hpen,  commenced, 
^Uioagh  two  years  ago  we  were  promised  that 
it  should  be  completed  within  a  few  montlis  of 
the  present  time.    But  this  is  not  all.    'Uhe 
promise  was  that  the  line  should  he  completed 
-80  that  it  should  join  with  the  other  lines  of 
the  colony,  and  no  difficulty  was  raised  at  that 
time  on  that  score ;  but  now  the  proposition  is 
that  we  are  to  take  the  line  somewhere  into 
the  Gorge,  and  there  leave  it :  that  is  to  -say,  so 
much  is  to  be  done  as  will  render  the  line  far 
less  productive  in  proportion  to  its  cost  than  it 
is  at  present.    I  ask,  is  that  good  administra- 
tion ?  Is  that  carrying 'out  the  policy  which  the 
-Government  said  they  would  pursue  when  they 
took  office  and  cast  the  reflections  to  which 
I  have  referred  on  jtheir  predecessors  ?    There 
■are  two  main  lines  which  are  to  end  at  places 
which  will  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  be 
reproductive,  and  they  do  not  propose  to  take 
money  to  enable  them  to  carry  those  lines  to 
the  places  they  promised  two  years  ago.      I 
<ay  that  shows  that  they  have  absolutely  failed 
in  giving  effect  to  the  policy  they  enunciated 
with  regard  to  railways.    There  is  no  attempt 
to  so- direct  the  railway  expenditure  as  to  make 
this  Une  productive  in  the  two-  senses  in  which 
it  ongbt  to  be  productive — one,  in  completing 
the  main  trunk  lines  in  such  a  mamier  as  to 
give  reproductive  interest  to  the  colony;  and 
next,  by  either  joining  districts  which  are  now 
settled,  or  opening  districts  in  which  settlement 
can  be  promoted.    In  the  Otago  line  I  am  told 
the  extension  will  not  meet  either  of  these  pro- 
posals, i^d  in  the  case  of  tl)e  Napier  lino  it 
positively  does  not  do  it.    The  population  has 
increased  all  round  the  district  in  which  this 
line  would  terminate  to  an  extent  second  to 
T^o  other  part  of  the  colony ;  and  therefore,  if 
the  Government  had  the    interest  of   settle- 
ment at  heart,  they  would  have  made  some 
■endeavour    to    give    effect    to    the  policy    in 
regard  to  railways  which   they    so    distinctly 
■enunciated  when  they  took  office.    I  therefore 
claim  that  I  have  proved  my  contention  that 
the  Government  have  departed  from  the  policy 
proposed  as  to  railways  when  they  got  into 
power :  and  that  departure  is  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  colony,  but  distinctly  the  contrary.    I 
hope  that  when  we  go  into  'Committee  on  this 
Bill  and  the  schedule  is  considered  the  House, 
will  do  that  which  is  its  undoubted  right  to  do, 
•nd  see  that  votes  are  so  expended  that  they 
shall  be  reproductive  to  the  colony  and  pro- 
mote settlement.     Those  are  the  two  things 
which  a  railway  policy  should  aim  at.    And 
flow.  Sir,  with  regard  to  roads.    The  policy 
stated  -by  the  Government  during  th< '  recess, 
and  the  policy  which,  I  believe,  has  bet  :i  theirs 
ever  since  they  got  pn  those  benches,  is  that 
they  were  not  to  take  any  responsibility  with 
Inspect  to  roads — that  all  expenditure  in  that 
-direction  should  cease  as  quickly  as  possible, 
&nd  that  expenditure  on  roads  out  of  loan  is 
iu>t' jnstifiablo  expenditure.    But  effect  is  not 
^ven  to  that  opinion   in  the  proposals  now 
before  us.     I  ^d  that  the  proposed  votes  in 
legard  to  roads  are,  for  liabilities  £254,000,  and 
^wvotea  JB320,600,  during  the  present  year.    I 


do  not  blame  the  Government  for  giving  up  their 
policy  with  regard  to  roads,' for  I  say  the  policy 
tjiey  announced  is  an  impracticable  and  impoB- 
sible  policy.  Unless  the  country  is  to  stand 
still  roads  must  be  made,  and  they  must  be 
made  out  of  borrowed  money.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  thrown  on  the  large  divisions  of 
the  country  the  right  of  self-government  thay 
might  have  devolved  on  those  districts  the  duty 
of  road-making,  and  I  imagine  that  that  was  in 
their  mind  when  they  enunciated  the  policy  to 
which  I  have  referred ;  but  to  carry  out  that 
policy  under  the  present  system  of  local  go- 
vernment is  impossible.  I  will  explain  why. 
The  roads  which  are  required  in  this  colony, 
and  which  I,  as  a  settler,  would  advocate, 
are  roads  that  would  open  up  territory  which 
at  present  is  lying  waste  in  many  direc-. 
tions  in  both  Islands.  Where  is  this  .ter- 
ritory ?  .  It  is  unoccupied  land,  at  present 
outside  settled  districts ;  and  is  it  to  be  supr 
posed  that  counties  are  going  to  make  the  . 
settlers  responisible  by  rates  to  make  roads 
to  open  up  land  which  is  practically  outside 
settlement?  We  know  they  will  not  do  it. 
There  is,  for  instance,  the  land  between  the 
railway  to  be  made  in  the  North  Island  and 
the  West  Coast.  There  is  in  that  part  of  the 
country  an  enormous  territory,  which  is  per- 
fectly useless  until  it  is  opened  up;  and  siml-' 
larly  there  is  a  large  territory  on  the  East 
Coast:  but  where  are  the  local  bodies  whom 
you  can,  in  justice,  ask  to  provide  the  money 
to  open  up  those  lands  ?  And  ygt  the  future 
prospects  of  the  colony-  depend  upon  having 
those  lands  opened  up.  Then,  again,  going 
from  the  King -country  down  to  the  West 
Coast  you  have  the  same  thing.  There  is 
good  and  fine  land  there ;.  and  we  know  that, 
as  tho  future  of  the  colony  depends  upon  the 
opening-up  of  all  these  territories,  tho  colony 
must  find  the  money  to  do  so.  I  do  not  blame 
the  Government  for  the  policy  they  are  now 
going  to  pursue,  but  I  say  it  is  something  alto- 
gether diCferdnt  from  that  which  they  enun- 
ciated. Sir,  the  next  subject  which  occurs  to 
me,  and  on  which  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two,  is  that  of  railway  management.  This 
is  a  subject  which  would  take  a  long  time 
to  discuss  if  we  had  the  time  to  devote  to  it, 
but,  as  we  have  not,  I  will  try  and  make  my 
remarks  &s  brief  as  possible.  What  is  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  rail- 
way management?  When  ;they  took  office 
the  Minister  at  the  head  of  that  department 
told  us  that  he  had  an  opinion  as  to  how 
to  improve  railway  management. .  There  w^ 
to  be  a  Board  of  Management.  That  was  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  they 
were  to  bring  down  propositions  to  the  House 
to  give  effect  to  it.  But  we  have  never  heard 
any  more  about  it.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men have  been  a  long  time  there,  and  yet  we 
have  heard  nothing  of  it  or  of  the- subject  gene- 
rally, except  that  this  session  a  Committee  has 
been  appointed  to  take  evidence  as  to  the  pro- 
posals of  a  Mr.  Vaile  for  the  management  of  the 
railways  and  for  carrying  but  the  system  gene- 
1  rally.    I  am  on  that  Committee,  butt  having 
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duties  to  perform  in  connection  with  another 
Committee,  I  have  not  had  much  time  to  at- 
tend the  meetings,  and  therefore  cannot  say 
"what  may  be  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of 
that  Committee ;  but  what  I  want  to-  urge  is, 
that  the  Government  does  not  pursue*  its  own 
declared  policy.  The  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  department  has  given  his  opinion  to  the 
colony,  and  the  colony  lias  a  right  to  expect 
that  he  will  give  effect  to  that  opinion.  It  is 
a  subject  which  excites  great  interest  through- 
out the  colony ;  we  have  had  demands  from  all 
directions  that  there  should  be  railway  reform, 
but  we  get  nothing  except  that  the  head  of  the 
department  has  an  opinion  to  which  he  will  not 
give  effect.  That  is  another  instance  of  \yant 
of  administration  on  the  part  of  the  (rovern- 
ment.  In  all  these  things  there  is  a  want  of 
dealing  with  them  in  a  statesmanlike  manner. 
Another  item  which  is  dealt  with  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement  is  that  of  public 
buildings.  I  heard  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Waitotara  express  his  pleasure  at 
having  heard  the  Government  say  they  hoped 
soon  to  be  able  to  rid  themselves  of  nearly  all 
the  responsibility  for  public  buildings.  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  anything  under  that 
heading  except  one  item — the  provision  for 
educational  buildings.  Sir,  before  this  de- 
bate is  over  I  hope  we  shall  have  from  the 
Government  some  statement  as  to  the  course 
they  intend  to  pursue  this  year  in  order  to 
provide  sufficient  funds  for  school-byiildings  to 
give  effect  to  the  Education  Act.  That  they 
are  bound  to  do.  We  have  now  a  system  of 
education  under  which  every  child  is  supposed 
to  be  able  to  obtain  education  free  ;  and  I  say 
the  Government  will  fail  in  their  duty  if  they 
do  not  propose,  and  this  House  will  fail  in  its 
duty  if  it  does  not  vote,  sufficient  funds  to  erect 
buildings  to  give  effect  to  an  Act  which,  of  all 
the  liberal  measures  that  have  been  passed 
in  this  colony,  is  the  most  liberal  and  gives 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the 
colony.  It  is  of  no  use  for  them  to  say  that 
they  have  made  proposals  and  that  the  House 
has  not  accepted  them.  They  have  made  pro- 
posals, as  they  do  day  by  day,  which  are  re- 
jected. They  have  made  proposals  to  throw 
taxation  on  the  local  bodies,  and  so  put  thft  cost 
of  these  buildings  on  the  people  oj^  localities : 
but  that  will  not  do.  The  House  has  refused  to 
recognize  that,  it  was  right,  in  an  important 
matter  like  education,  that  the  Government 
should  devolve  its  own  proper  responsibility 
on  local  bodies  such  as  Road  Boards,  Town 

•  Boards,  and  so  on.  The  House  held,  when  it 
rejected  the  Government  proposals  on  that 
subject,  that  it  was  too  large  a  subject  to  be 
left  at  the  mercy  of  any  small  local  body  ; 
and  they  have  therefore  refused  to  go  into  the 
unstatesmanlike  proposals  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  this  large  and  important  question. 
I  may  say  this,  however :  that  the  sum  which 
Ministers  propose  to  vote  for  school  -  build- 
ings is,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  insufficient ; 
and  that  the  Government  ought  to  consider 
what  is  its  duty  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

J  am  afraid  We  shall  not  get  anything  done 
Mr,  Ormond 


this  session — I  have  no  hope  of  anyUiiiig  beili^ 
done ;  but  we  must,  in  the  early  future,  provide 
some  definite  and  satisfactory  basis  which  shaJl 
afford  proper  provision  for  securing  the  moneya. 
required  for  giving  effect  to 'the  Education  Act. 
The  Government,  in  the  meantime,  have  dis- 
tinctly failed  in  their  duty  in  offering  such  ve^ 
poor  proposals  for   mekking  provision  for  tills 
very  important  service,  for  it  was  their  duty  to 
have  made  proposals  of  a  definite  charactez:. 
The  next  pomt  that  occurs  to  me  to  say  a  few 
words  upon   in   connection  *  with  the  Public 
Works  Statement  is  the  Native-land-porchasft 
vote.    I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  this  question  at 
any  great  length,  for  it  ha^  been  dealt  with 
very  fully  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai« 
totara,  who  also  has  been  replied  to  by  the 
Native  Minister.     I  may  say,  at   the  outset^ 
that  I  do  not  altogether  a^ee  with  the  atti- 
tude taken  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai-  * 
totara.    I  am  not  prepared,  myself,  to  blame 
the  Government  for  doing  what  I  and  other 
members  have  urged  them  to  do — making  par- 
chases  of  land  along  the  route  of  the  main 
trunk  line  of  railway.     I  have  been  one   of 
those  who  have  urged,  and  I  still  urge  it,  asv 
a  ^North  Island  man,  that  it  is  impolitic  for 
the  Government  to  push  on  that  line  beyond 
the  territory  where  we  hsfve  acquired  land  for 
settlement.    I  do  not  blame  the  Government 
for  using  measures  to  profitably  acquire  land 
upon  that  line.    What  I  have  to  complain  of  is. 
that,  from  ther  informatidn  I  have,  the  land 
that  is  being  acquired  is  not,  I  am  afraid,  likefy 
to  be  of  great  value  to  the  colony.   I  believe  that 
the  two  large  blocks  which  have  been  referred  to> 
consist  of  land  which  is  not  likely  to  be  of  any 
great  value  in  the  way  of  providing  for  settle- 
ment.   I  hope  that,  before  the  line  is  pushed 
furtJier  into  the  wastes  into  which  it  is  going,. 
the  Government  will  use  every  exertion  to  ac- 
quire for  the  colony  land  for  settlement  of  such 
quality  as  will  secure  that  as  the  line  pro- 
ceeds it  will  carry  settlement  with  it.    I  do  not 
pretend  that  the  information  which  reaches 
me  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  purchases 
are  being  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner.     Quite    the    contrary.      ]&ut   I    do    not 
choose  to  go  into  detail,  because  I  have  not 
sufficient  data  to' be  able  to  verify  the  state- 
ments that   have  been  made   to  me.      StiJl, 
I  may  say  that  I  do  feax  that  all  the  old 
evils   that  were    complained  of   in    the   past 
are  being  re-enacted,  and  I  think  that  the  sys- 
tem of  purchasing  by  agents  paid  an  acreage 
rate,  which  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara has  shown  us  has  been  revived,  is  one 
that  past  experience  has  utterly  condemned. 
Under  that  system  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
agents  to  secure  acreage,  having  no  regard  fo» 
anything  else.     I  was  quite  amused  with  the 
reply  on  that  point  given  by  the  Native  Minis- 
ter.    He  repudiated  altogether  the  idea  that 
these  gentlemen  would  be'allowed  to  make  such 
arrangements — to  permit  the  best  pieces  to  be 
cut  out ;  but  immediately  afterwards  he  told 
us  in  the  most  simple  manner  that  it  would  be 
a  matter  of  settlement  between  the  agents  and 
the  Native  selleis.    But,  the  sellers  having  re- 
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ceivcd  a  x>ortion  of  the  nionov,  tho  Government 
viU  have  to  agr^e  to  wliatevcr-they  insist  oh. 
The  business  is  one  that  required  a  great  deal  of 
eare,  and,  judging  by  the  Minister's  remarks, 
be  is  not  fully  alive  to  the  diffioalties  of  the 
case.  I  do  not  care  to  go  into  the  question 
at  further  length,  for  I  do  not  think  a  great 
deal  is  to  be  gained  ;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  as  to  the  purchase  of 
the  land  along  tho  railway-line.  Generally,  I 
understood  him  to  express  deep  regret  that  the 
C^vemment  iiad  gone  into  those  purchases. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — The  honourable  gentleman 
has  misunderstood  me.  I  have  advocated,  and 
■still  advocate,  the  purchase  of  land  along  the 
line  of  that  railway  as  strongly  ad  anybody; 
hot  it  is  the  method  of  tho  purchases  that  I 
object  to. 

Mr.   O  R  M  O  N  D.  —  Then    I  misunderstood 
the  honourable   gentleman,   and   there  is  not 
that  conflict  between  our  opinions  that  I  had 
thonglit.     Now,  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two 
word??  with    reference    to   tho   fonner    leasing 
and  purchasing  in  the   Taupo  District  which 
have  been  contiemucd,  for' I  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  them,  either  as  Minister  for  Public 
Works  or  as    agent  representing  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  object  of  these  purchases  or  leases 
was  this— perhaps   honourable  members   will 
hardly  realize  the  position  now  :  that  we  might 
got  a  footing  in  the   middle  of  tho  country, 
60  that  we  might  deal  with  the  then  Native 
difficulty  from  a  legal  position  and  on  a  legal 
footing.      We    leased    largo   blocks   of  Native 
territory  in   tho   Taupo   xlistrict.     The    lands 
■  were   of   li-ttle    value,    but    the    rentals  were 
small,  and  in  that  way  we  acquired  interests  ; 
and  also  by  purchase  we  acquired  territory  for 
tho  purpose  of  settlement.     I   desired  to  give 
that  explanation    of  how  it   was    that    these 
negotiations   were  entered  into.     It  was  con- 
sidered   at    the    time    by     Parliament    that 
these  purcha.scs  were  justified,  and  1  believe, 
myself,  that  the  intention  was  good,  and  that 
it  was  to  the   interest  of  the  colony   that  it 
was  oarricd  out.    I  do  not  desire  to  pursue  the 
laud-purchase   question  further,  but  I   object 
strongly  to  the  projKJsal  which  is  made  by  the 
OoTcriiment  to  take  money  out  of  this  trunk- 
line  loan   for   land  purchases.      What  is  the 
nsc  of  thwr  *'  car-marking  "  this  loan,  and  then 
u.«?ing  it  for  some  other  purpose — entering  into 
a  speculative  business  witluit?    I^  siipposo  that 
the  Govenmicnt  must  mean   to   bring  down 
some  proposal    to    authorize    them   to   divert 
moneys  from   railway -construction    to    land- 
porchase.    1  do  not  think  that  the  two  things 
will  bo  entertained  together,  and  I  think  tliat 
the  Government    should  make   separate  pro-, 
vision  for  land -purchase.      It  seems   to  mc, 
however,  that  the  Government,  judging  from 
the  provision  made  on   these  estimates,  does 
not  expect — I  will  not  say  does'  not  n^ean — • 
to  do  anything  really  practical  in  the  way  of 
Mquiring  the  sort  of  territory  I  would  like  to 
see  acquired  for   the   purpose   of   settlement, 
•nd  thereby  justifying  the  construction  of  th« 
™»hi  trunk  line,  and    procuring    the  settle-  j 


ment  of  the  North  Island.  There  is  another 
question  which  seems  to  mo  to  require  to 
be  dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  Publio 
Works  Statement,  aild  it  is  one  of  the  most- 
important  matters  that  can  come  under  the 
consideration  of  this  Hoqse.  I  refer  to  the 
question  of  immigration.  I  heard  an  explana- 
tion to-day  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  the 
effect,  as  I  understood,  that  the  Government 
would  like  to  make  some  proposal  for  the  pro- 
motion of  immigration,  but  they  did  not  dare 
— that  this  House  would  not  agree  to  it.  Now, 
is  tliat  the  sort  of  way  for  the  Government  to 
act?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  lead  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try, and,  if  they  hold  the  idea  that  it  is  neces- 
sary now.  to  have  at  their  disposal  for  immigra- 
tion a  larger  sum  than  they  have  had  hitherto, 
they  are  failing  in  their  duty  when  they  (Jo  nob* 
make  the  necessary  proposals  to  tho  House. 
It  appears  to  me  that  we  require  to  have  & 
much  larger  amount  spent  on  immigration 
than  we  are  spending  at  tho  present  time.  I 
am  not  referring  to  that  class  of  immigrants 
Vhich  we  formerly  spent,  largo  sums  of  .money 
in  bringing  out  to  this  colony,  but  I  think  that- 
some  better  terms  than  aro  being  given  now 
should  be  given  to  tho  class  in  this  colony  who^ 
nominate  their  relations  to  come  out  here;  and 
I  thinlc  we  might  spend  with  more  advantage' 
in  that  way  some  of  tho. money  which  it  ia 
proposed  to  spend  on  lines  of  railway,  accord- 
ing to  tho  proposals  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. I  am  sure  that  the  expenditure  of  th© 
money  in  that  direction  would  bring  us  very 
much  more  profit  than  its  expenditure  on  some 
of  the  objects  proposed  in  the  Statement.  More 
than  that,  there  is  another  class  which  the 
Government  have  entirely  failed  to  consider,  but 
which  they  ought  to  consider.  I  tliink  thatthey 
should  give  every  inducement  to  bring  out  here 
-^and  there  is  a  great  chance  of  doing  it  just 
now — people  of  that  class  wlio  aro  in  great  dis- 
tress in  England  at. the  present  time.  I  refer 
to  the  farming  class — persons  possessed  of  some 
capital.  Tlicy  might  and  oui^lit  to  be  induced 
to  come  out  here  and  invest  their  money. 
But  as  to  these  people  what  does  the  Govern-  . 
ment  propose  ?  Tlu  y  tell  us  that  the  Agent- 
General  has  had  some  letter  written  to  him 
telling  him  to  assist  people  of  that  class  by. 
giving  them  some  small  assistance  in  the  way 
of  passage-money.  Dothcy  think  that  giving 
this  money  will  assist  to  bring  out  the  class  we 
want  here?  What  such  men  want  is  not  a 
little  assistance  in  the  way  o(  passage-money, 
but  they  want  to  be  assured  that  they  can  get 
land,  and  to.be  informed  of  the  terms  on  which 
it  may  bo  taken  up.  In  ray  estimation  there 
is  nothing  that  can  ho  dealt  with  of  equal  im- 
portance to  tliat  of  taking  advantage  of  tho 
present  state  of  things  in  the  Old  Country  in 
orc4er  to  bring  out  some  of  those  people — not . 
bringing  out  two  or  three  stragglers,  but  bring- 
ing out  large  numbers  of  them.  Thoy  are  the 
class  we  want ;  and  unless  wo  take  steps  to  get 
them  at  this  juncture  we  shall  bitterly  regret 
it  in  years  to  come.  I  venture  to  say  that,  on 
this  subject,  tho  Government  have  neglected  a 
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nioei  important  datj,  and  that  this  proposed 
Tote  of  £19,000  for  immigration  shows  that  the 
Government  &ro  altogether  trifling  with  tlie 
subject,  the  importance  of  which  they  fail  to 
recognize.  The  other  day  there  was  an.  oppor- 
tonity  for  the  Government  to  have  done  some- 
thing to  promote  the  hringing-outj  or  inducing 
to  come  here,  people  of  this  class.  There  was 
a.  gentleman  here  —  with  whom  I  have  not 
hear  in  political  alliance  in  the  past  —  for- 
merly a  member  of  this  House — Mr.  W.  L. 
^ees'  He  was  accredited  by  the  labour  socie- 
ties in  various  parts  of  the  colony  to  societies 
at  Home ;  he  was  accredited  by  other  Ixxlies, 
aoch  as  County  Councils  and  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, to  people  at  Home  ;  and  he  hsul,  in  fabt, 
ever}  thing  that  was  necessary  to  give  him  an 
introduction  to  the  classes  whom  1  am  urging 
we  should  bring  out  here.  I  am  told  that  he 
received  from  the  Government  the  greatest  en- 
oouragemciit  when  first  he  made  the  proposal 
*  to  them  to  go  Home  and  lecture,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  promote  immigration  ol  this  class. 
But  when  he  came  down  here  they  turned  a 
deaf  .ear  to  his  proposals  and  would  not  give 
hiia  the  sjuallest  hope  of  encouragement  or 
assistance ;  and  so  the  whole  proposal  has 
dropped.  As  I  have  said,  I  have  not  been  in 
the  past  on  politically-friendly  relations  with 
that  gentleman ;  but  I  am  not  here  to  say  that 
he  would  not  have  made  a  vcr}*  valuable  agent 
for  promo  tin, '5  that  class  of  immigration.  Ac- 
credited as  ho  was,  I  believe  he  would  have 
done  a  great  deal  of  good  ;  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  a  Goveniment  that  should  be  in 
earnest  in  this  should  neglect  to  give  a  fair 
opportunity  to  such  a  man  to  render  his  ser- 
vices. I  hone  that  this  question  is  one  that 
will  be  tljoii^'ht  more  of  throughout  the  colony 
and  insisted  upon,  and  that,  as  no  provision  is 
made  this  year,  in  another  year  the  colony 
will  unmistakably  declare  that  there  must  be 
steps  taken  to  assist  in  bringing  out  hero  the 
very  best  class  it  is  possible  to  aid  in  bring- 
ing out,  to  assist  >n  bearing  the  largo  burdens 
which  we  are  year  by  year  heaping  up.  If 
we  do  not  promote  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  so  as  to  help  us  to  bear  our  burdens, 
our  burdens  will  press  most  unduly  upon 
everybody  now  in  the  cotfntry.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  relevant  to  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  but  almost  anything  is  rele\ant 
to  that,  and  it  has  come  into  my  mind  now 
•and  I  will  say  that  I  cannot  help  blaming 
the  Minister  of  Lands  for  the  manner,  in  one 
respect,  in  which  the  administration  of  the 
waste-land  laws  is  carried  on.  Thercf  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  infatuation  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  pushing  on  settlement  en- 
tirely of  one  class.  When  we  passed  the. 
liberal  land-law  which  is  the  law  now,  it 
was  understood  that  different  classes  of  settle- 
ment should  bo  promoted  together — land  on 
deferred  payment,  land  on  perpetual  leasing, 
and  land  for  sale.  Now,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge  from  what  I  see  going  on  around  me, 
and  from  the  notifications  I  see  of  land  from 
time  to  time  open  for  sale,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  two  first-mentioned  systems  are  being  pro- 
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moted  and  the  last  neglected.     I  venture  t» 
say  that  this  will  be  found  to  be  a  great  and  a 
fatal  mistake.    The  men  who  are  going  on  to 
land  as  deferred-payment  settlers,  or  are  taking 
up  land  on  perpetual  lease,  are  chiefly   xnen. 
without  capital.     In  some  districts  they  may:, 
I  know,  get  along  for  a  year  or  two,  while  tb^e 
arc  public  works  such  as  railways  going  on  ; 
but  directly  those  works  stop  they  wUl  be  tba 
first  to  blame  —  and  rightly  to  blame  —  tha 
Government  for  not  having  provided  for  settle- 
ment  of  capital  for  their  advantage  and  employ- 
ment.    That  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  failora 
in  the  way  in  which  the  Waste  Lauds  Act  is  a^ 
present  being  administered.     It  is  pertinent  wo 
far  to  our  subject,  and,  feeling  strongly  upon  it, 
I  choose  to  express  my  opinion.    I  have  men- 
tioned the  general  {Mints  which  I  mostly  desire 
to  say  something  upon,  and  J  hold  that  I  am 
justified  in  what  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  my 
remarks  —  that 'the   Public   Works  Statement 
is  an  empty  statement ;  tliat  it  does  not  pro- 
vide for  the  many  large  and  important  subjects 
to  which  I  have  referred ;   that  when  it  does   . 
provide  for  them  it  provides  for  them  on  lines 
of  policy  di£ferent  from  those  which  the  Go- 
vernment themselves  advocate  as  being  proper 
and  right.     I  ask  myself  why  it  is  that  pro- 
posals which  every  member  of  the 'House,  I 
believe,  must   agree   are  fairly  characterized 
in   the   way  I  have    characterized  thcni   are 
entertained,  and  why,  as  wo  know,  they  will 
probably  be  passed.     I  say  that  it  is  becaose 
the   House  is,   in  my  opinion,  absolutely  de-  • 
moralized,  because  we  have  no  parties  and  no 
party  government ;. and  this  is  the  curse — if  I 
may  bo  allowed  to  use  sq  strong  a  word — the  • 
curse   under  which    the    government  of    this 
country  and  the  administration  of  the  public 
affairs  of    the   country  is  suffering:  and  it  is 
the  Government   that  are  responsible    for   it, 
for    they   have    destroyed    any   possibility   of 
party  government  during   the  present  Parlia- 
ment.    When  they  took  office,  how  did  they 
take  it  ?     They  took  it  pledged  to  give  effect  to 
a  particular  policy.  •  They  were  pledged,'  if  ever 
men  were,  to   principles  and  a  policy  which 
tliey  have  entirely  abandoned.    Where  are  evi- 
dences of  effect  being  given  to  the  policy  which 
they  declared  they  went  there  to  give  effect  to? 
Where  is  the  Land  Act  they  were  pledged  to? 
Where   the    local-goveruraent   proposals  they 
were  pledged  to  ?    Where,  I  say,  have  they  done 
anything    material  in  the   reduction  of    that 
expenditure   they   equally  declared  necessary 
to  effect  for  the  good  of  the  country?    As  far 
as  the  last  is  concerned,  there  is  no  material 
reduction  in  the  expenditure.    Any  reduction 
in  the  expenditure  that  has  taken  place  is,  as  I 
have  said  already,  effected  by  placing  on  local 
bodies   the   large   charges  which   were   before 
borne  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue  or  loan, 
to  be  mot  by  direct  taxation  on  the  people  in 
a  way  they  do  not  know,  in  many  instances. 
There  has  been  an  absolute  failure  on  the  part 
of   the   Government    to    effect  any   material 
reductioh  in  the  expenditure ;  and  therefore  I 
jsay  that' I 'am  right,  and  that  if  the  House 
were  not  demoralized  by  its  condition  this  state 
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cf  things  voiild  not  be  possible.    How  is  it 
possible  for  there  to  be  any  reasonably  good 
puty  gDyeinmeiit  'with  things  as  thoy  aro  in 
this  House?     There  is  a  Government  sitting 
there  wearing  the  clothes  of   tlio  Opposition, 
clothed  in  tho.  property-tax,   clothed   in   cen- 
tialism,  clothed  in  everything  that  they  before 
used  to  hold  up  to  derision,  with  effect  given 
to  nothing'  that  they  have  pledi,f('d  tlinnselves 
to.    Therefore  I  say  this  House  is  demoralized, 
and  that  nothing  can  be  cT^pcctod  from   this 
Parliament.    In  my*  opinion,  if  we  did  that 
which  is  right,  we  should  take  up  a  matter 
that  is  now  before  the  House,  and  Rhortly  to 
be  dealt  with  —  thd  readjustment   of   repre- 
sentation— and  we  should  pass  it,  ignore  our 
own  existence. in  this  matter,  and  declare  to 
the  people  of  the  colony  that  we  know  we  can 
do  no  good ;  that  we  aro  not  likely  to  effect 
any  good  here.      We   shall  come   here   next 
year  and  take   the   honorarium  ; '  aud   before 
we  come  here   we   know  that  we   can  do  no 
good— we  know  that  nothing  can  ho  done  that 
eouW  not   be  done   now.     Tho  Government 
know,  and  the  people  of  the'  coloYiy  know,  that 
the  only  chance   ia    to  go    again   before    the 
pec^e,  and  to  come  back,  I  hope,  with  dis- 
tinct party  lines;  so  that  in  future  there  may 
be  a  return  to   parliamentary  ri;presontative 
government.     At  present  that   iH   impossible, 
and  tl^e Government  is  responsible  fur  it.  .If 
that  were  not  so  I  say  that  proposal.!  s  such  as 
arc  made  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  would 
not  be  allowed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SUTTER. —I  just  want  to  sxiy  a  few 
words  upon  this  Bill.  I  may  say  that  I  agree 
with  the  last  speaker  that,  in  the  circum.stances 
^  the  colony,  it  is  necessary  to  borrow ;  but 
I  should  have  hoped  the  Government  would 
haTe  seen  their  way  to  endeavour  to  do  with 
less  than  they  are  proposing  to  raise.  It  is 
said  that  this  is  a  million  and  a  half,  and 
that  it  is  to  egctend  over  two  years ;  hit  1  think 
the  sum  is  much  larger  than  tliat.  There 'will 
be,  within  the  next  two  years,  half  a  million 
from  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  used  to  bo  paid 
oat  of  the  consolidated  revenue.  Another 
tog  is  that  out  of  the  1876  loan  we  have 
^y  something  like  a  million  remaining,  and 


before  the  end  of  the  ydar  that  may  be  in- 
scribed or  done  away  with  in  some  way,  and 
the  wlBsle  Sinking  Fund  would  go  into  the 
Public  Works  Fund — I  believe  something  like  ' 
£400,000;  so  that  the  possibility  is  that,  in- 
stead of  a  million-and-a-half  loan  in  the  two 
years  for  Public  Works  Fund,  wo  have  half  a 
million  in  short-dated  debentures  issued  to 
pay  Sinking  Fund,  and  shall  have  more  thain 
two  and  a  half  millions.  I  do  not  say  it  will 
be  so,  but  I  think  that  it  is  likely  to  bo  so. 
Honourable  members  will  not  notice  where 
this  Sinking  Fund  money  goes  to,  but  I  believd 
it  goes  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
If  I  am  not  right  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
can  correct  me.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  com- 
plained very  much  that  he  was  slandered  about 
the  country,  and  that  members  took  a  pride 
instating  that  he  meant  to  carry  out  a  large 
public  works  policy.  Now,  h6  made  a  brag,  vq, 
two  or  three  of  his  speeches — notably,  in  one 
at  Cliristchurch,  and  in  another  at  Auckland — 
that  he  was  absolutely  going  in  fqr  a  new  public 
works  policy  ;  and  now  he  says  that  he  is  slan- 
dered by  any  one  mentioning  such  a  thing. 
Why;  the  Premier  absolutely  went  down  to 
Invercargill  on  purpose  to  put  a  check  to  the 
statements  he  was  making,  and  told  the  coun- 
try that  he  had  not  adopted  the  borrowing 
policy  of  the  Treasurer.  As  I  have  said,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  assist'  in  borrowing  any 
reasonable  sum  for  carrying  on  tho  public 
works  of  the  colony,  \i  I  saw  it  would  bo  likely 
that  the  policy  would  be  carried  on  with  safety 
to  the  country  itself;  but  I  think  very  few 
honourable  gentlemen  have  considered  the 
state  of  our  finances,  and  the  interest  we  are 
paying.  There  has  been  no  increase  of  revenue, 
exports,  or  production  of  any  kind;  and  the 
interest  is  accumulating  very  rapidly.  I  have 
gone  to  considerable  trouble  in  preparing  some 
•  tables  here,  which  show  our  position.  Honour- 
able members  may  not  care  to  hear  them,  but 
I  think  they  are  necessary  in  order  tliat  tho 
people  of  the  country  may  kAow  our  position ; 
and  I  wish  to  have  them  "Hansardized,"  in 
order  to  show  the  state  of  the  colony  at  the 
present  time.    The  tables  are  as  follow  :— 


TiBLE  showing — (1)  Net  Debt  of  th('  Colony  in  each  Year,  from  1879  to  1885,  both' inclusive 
(2)  Accnied  Sinking  Fund  ;    (3)  Sinking  Fund  paid  in  to  the  Commissioners  for  each  Year  ; 
K)  Interest   on   the  Debt   for    each  year;     (5)    Customs    Revenue;     (6)    Export3 ;     (7) 
Imports;  (8)  Population  for  the  same  Period. 


Year. 

KetDebt. 

Accrued 
Sinking 
Fund.. 

Sinking 

Fund 
for  Year. 

Intorest  on 
Debt. 

Customs 
lievemie. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Popala- 
tion. 

im 

ISbO 

.  mx 

m 

16S5 
1«6 

£         B.  d. 
21.513,303  14    5 
25,617,112  10    7 
27,108.200    4  11 
37.680,293    2    8 
27,785,281  14    9 
29.574,908  19    9 
^,649.099    S    5 
31,688.094    S    6 

£          B.  d. 
1,709,007    5    7 
l,8a5,498    3    8 
2,a57,24l  15    1 
2,260,417  17    4 
2,571,829    5    3 
2,792,6<J8    0    3 
3,041,9'22  17    7 
3,270,872  18    2 

£     . 
116,170 
110.170 

l-20,0r)2 

li».>.052 
119,0.rJ 
lin,Uf>2 
110,05-2 

£           8.  d. 

1,08:^,943    6    3 
l,:j,'57,iiOU  17    6 
l.:«3.49a    0    2 
1,;J.%,819  16    6 
1,390.220    0    0 
1.4'J9,59g    0    0 
1,174,040    0    0 
1,510,155  18  10 

£ 
1,237,259 
1,258,302 
1,421,009 
1,515,910 
1,414,182 

l,4i3,:{9;i 

1,428.809 

£ 

5,713.120 

o,;r)2.o:.'2 

C,U<30.f-00 
C.f  •.58,008 
7,C.9ri.C>99 
7,(191  ,r)(>7 
0,819, 'J39 

£    ' 
■   8,37*4,585 

o.ioii.oii 

7,457,045 
8,009,270 
7,974,a38 
7,003,888 
7,479,921 

403,729 

484,864 
500,000 
617,707 
640,877 

626.517 

Total. 

^.616,35613    0 

19,521,496   1    0 

967.004 

10,908,148  10    3 

9,689,530 

44,808,297 

53,720,758 

3,097.«W 
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Table  showing  tbo  Valuo  of  Pastoral  and  Agricultural  Productions  of  New  Zealand  for 

Years  1879  to  1885,  both  inclusive. 


Year. 

Tallow. 



£ 

1870 

145,505 

18H0 

14G,i>35 

1881 

120.611 

1882 

165,938 

1883 

233,557 

1884 

'2M,S29 

1885 

170,962 

Totals 

1,2:J4,C27 

Hides, 

SheepskiuSt 

Leather, 

and 

Rabbitsklns. 


£ 
122,324 
143,324 . 
170,564 
212,117 
227,478 
227,118 
207,653 


Flour,  Bran, 

Sharps, 

Wheat, 

Barley.  Malt, 

Oats,  and 

Oatmeal. 


£ 

701,130 

U57,700 

1.074,102 

1,134.711 

1,47V, 747 

901.098 

637,211 


£ 

62.327 
52,010 
40.C60 
150,150 
261,427 
527.941 
640,  CtW 


£ 

400 

3,101 

4.162 

50,577 

71,174 

89,290 


Wool. 


£ 
3,126,439 
3,160,900 
2,909,760 
3,118,.554 
3.014,211 
3,267.527 
3,305,275 


Gold. 


£ 
1.134,641 
1,220.963 
096.867 
021.664 
891.445 
988,963 
800.066 


BUTer. 


£ 

4,512 
4.55D 
4.8S6 
1.286 
a,785 
6.1S5 
3,169 


1,316,578 


6.886,704 


1,734,920 


227,704 


21,811,006 


7.043.889 


26.66S 
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Honourable  members  may  think  this  is  a  very- 
dry  subject ;  but  it  is  of  immense  importance, 
because  it  shows  us  what  we  are  borrowing 
upon.  I  liavc  been  corresponding  with  the 
Kegistrar-General  with  the  view  of  Ihscertain- 
ing  as  nearly  as  possible  what  is  the  value  of 
the  pastoral  and  agricultural  products  required 
to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  and  that  officer  tells  me  that,  ds  nearly 
as  lio  can  calculate,  their  value  is  from  three 
to  three  and  a  half  millions  over  and  above 
our  exports.  That  has  to  bo  added  to  the 
figures  I  have  given,  and  then  wo  see  the 
enormous  valuo  of  our  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral pursuits.  The  Minister  of  Mines  made 
a  statement  recently  from  which  it  appeared 
as  if  we  were  existing  on  gold.  In  addition  to 
that  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds' 
•w.orth  of  gold,  we  actually  raise,  by  our  agricul- 
tural and  pastoral  pursuits,  nine  millions  every 
year.  Yet  we  do  not  give  bonuses  to  our 
farmers,  or  make  water-races  for  them. 

Sir  n.  STOUT.— We  make  roads. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— We  make  roads  for  the 
goldficlds,  too.  I  say  the  goldfields  get  50  per 
cent,  more  roads  than  do  other  districts  of  .the 
colony.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
show  me  that  I  am  wrong.  Wiiat  would  the 
Government  say  if  I  were  to  ask  for  a  water- 
race  fur  the  farmers  in  my  district  —  what 
would  the  honourable  gentleman  say  if  I  wero 
to  ask  him  to  put  down  £10,000  or  £20,000  on 
the  estimates  for  that  purpose  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  would  tell  mo  that  the  district 
must  find  money  itself  for  a  water-race.  You 
have  driven  energy  and  independence  off  the 
goldficlds  by  doing  works  which  an  industrious 
people  would  have  done,  and  have  done  at  leps 
expense.  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  ease  off  borrowing.  When  I  first  bc- 
oame  a  member  of  this  House  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  while  Minister,  borrowed 
one  million  a  year;  and  I  have  shown  to-night 
that  the  borrowing  of  the  present  Government 
in  .fact  —  with  the  North  Island  Trunk  line, 
one  million ;  the  Loan  Bill,  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lions; Sinking  Fund  set  free,  £400,000;  and 
a  half-million  of  short-dated  debentures — has 
amounted  in  two  years  to  nearly  three  mil- 
Mr,  Sutter 


lions.  -I  have  pointed  out  that  the  Goftt 
ment  have  been  borrowing  a  quarter  of 
million  a  year  for  the  payment  of  the  Sii__ 
ing  Fund.  The  honourable  member  for  Egnfll 
paid  that  but  of  the  Consolidated  Fmi 
Honourable  members  may  fancy  that  we 
a  large  accrued  interest  which  we  can  J 
hold  of  some  day.  I  think  we  shall  find  tl 
wc  have  as  much  in  short-dated  debentures 
will  swallow  the  whole  thing  up.  The  Sinkil 
Fund  has  all  gone,  and  we  are  putting  that 
loan  which  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  CSoosd 
dated  Fund.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  point  ont^ 
the  House  the  serious  position  we  are  driltii 
into  by  tljis  excessive  borrowing,  and  to  a 
that  the  evil  day  will  soon  arrive  when  1| 
must  face  increased  taxation,  if  we  are  to  ge4 
borrow  iiig. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Sir,  I  have  a  few  words 
say  in  connection  with  this  debate.  The  honoifl 
able  member  for  Waitotara  condemned 
proposals  of  this  Loan  Bill  as  excessive  ad 
extravagant;  and,  generally,  all  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  were  condemned  by  himi 
that  direction.  .He  stated  that,  in  his  opinioi 
the  Government  gave  for  the  Maori  land  thi 
they  bought  double  th^  price  they  ought 
have  given,  and  double  the  price  that  it 
worth  ;  and  afterwards  ho  was  answered  by 
Native  Minister,  who  gave  satisfaction,  to 
view,  and  who  showed  that  the  honour&l 
mcriher  was  wrong  in  his  opinion,  as  the  h 
bou'^ht  wa^  what  this  House  asked  to  be  di 
in  onit  r  to  be  able  to  have  land  for  settlemei 
a\on',y  the  line  of  railway.  Then,  we  hawth^ 
honourable  member  for  Napier,  who  speaks 
directly  in  opposition  to  the  honourable  mem.- 
bcr  for  Waitotara,  every  wotd  of  it 

An  Hon.  ^Member. — No. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,— Yes.  Every  word  of  it  wai 
in  opposition  to  the  speech  delivered  by  ths 
honounJ)lo  member  for  Waitotara.  Ho  said 
tlic  Government  had  departed  from  thoil- 
policy,  and  that  they  ought  to  pursue  a  vigo- 
rous j>olicy  by  completing  the  railway-lines  to 
a  paving  point ;  and  he  went  on  to  xnention 
the  Or  ago  Central  line  as  one  and  the  Napief 
and  Pahncrston  line  as  another.  Now,  Sir, 
from  what  little  I  know  of  these  linosi— I  ^ 
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not  know  veiy  much,  it  is  true,--in  order  to 
loing  these  to  a  paying  point,  as  laid  down  by 
the  honoorable  member  for  Napier,  it  would 
cost  nearly  two  millions  of  money. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Not  to  complete  it  to 
•  paying  point. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — There  is  no  paying  point 
^KIDept  to  the  Palmerston  terminus :  and  he 
ti^Qcted  that  this  should  be  done  within  two 
yeazs.  In  fa<5t,  he  says  that  he  and  the  mem- 
ler  for  Hawke*s  Bay  had  a  promise  from  the 
Govenunent  that  this  should  be  done. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— But  he  says  "to  a 
jaying  point."  • 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — And  I  say  there  is  no  pay- 
ing point  but  the  terminus  at  Palmerston. 
^From  what  I  know  of  the  Napier  and  Wood- 
'yille  line  it  is  at  the  best  paying  point  now  that 
it  erer  will  be  at.  The  line  has  tapped  a  first- 
dass  forest,  and  there  is  no  better  forest  to  go 
to,  80  that  every  additional  mile  will  add  to  the 
cpense,  for  no  useful  purpose.  The  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  says  "  Ugh  I "  and  the 
honoorabie  member  for  Gladstone  emphasizes 
his  argument  in  the  same  way. ;  but  I  do  not 
know  how  the  Hansard  reporter  will  express 
tbat.  But  this  is  what  I  gather  from  two 
i^eeches  from  very  able  men — no  one  in  the 
House  can  doubt  that ;  and  they  are  men,  more- 
wer,  who  have  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand  at 
heart  as  much  as  any  member  of  this  House  : 
When  one  condemns  the  proposals  as  extrava- 
pnt,  the  other  condemns  them  for  not  being 
jroposals  for  a  vigorous  expenditure.  Then, 
the  honourable  member  for  Napier  goes  on  to 
diaia<;terize  the  Government  to  the  effect  that 
ftey  have  demoralized  the  colony.  I  can  re- 
member the  time  when  the  Govemrdent  were 
ttedy  to  walk  off  those  benches,  and  the 
kflttoorable  member  for  Napier  was  the  very 
Ban  who,  with  fifty-two  others,  asked  them 
testop  there,  and  promised  to  support  them, 
wcanse  he  was  not  quite  ready  to  take  their 
pUkce  at  that  date. 

Hajor  ATKIN  SON.— He  had  not  found  them 
oolthen. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— That  was  not  it ;  but  he  is 
■naid  they  will  stop  there  now  longer  than  ho 
^es  to  see  them.  Then  the  honourable  mera- 
Jo  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  immigration 
P«wy.  He  thinks  that  policy  is  not  what  the 
jWHiy  has  a  right  to  expect.  I  think,  however, 
TO  an  immigration  policy  is  just  what  the 
jwwiy  should  not  expect  at  tha  present  time, 
W'we  this  is  not  the  time  to  flood  the  colony 
Wh  immigrants  when  we  have  so  much  labour 
Jjaemploved  as  there  is,  and  so  little  work  for 
wem  to  do.  According  to  the  way  he  put  it — 
*roItook  some  of  his  words  down— it  would 
««t  about  £60,000  this  year  to  carry  out  his 
P^*P<»al8  in  the  directiou  of  immigration :  so 
wat,  to  carry  out  the  proposals  of  the  honour- 
»Wo  member  for  Napier,  they  would  have  to 
5«M  about  £3,000,000  this  year.  It  is  not 
™y  that  the  House  would  consent  to  the 
j;*laiei8tou  line  being  carried  on  and  all  other 
™^m  the  colony  standing  still ;  there  should 
^'^'^""y  be  some  proportionate  expenditure 


them.  .In  order  to  carry  out  the  honourabla- 
member's  proposals  altogether  we  should  have 
to  borrow  ten  milliiDns.  However,  there  is  very 
little  to  answer  in  what  has  been  said,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  answered  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  better  than 
I  could  hope  to  do  ;  and  I  think  the  sooner  we 
go  to  a  division  th«  better.  The  speeches  were 
not  what  I  expected  from  the  Opposition  at 
all. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say" 
a  word  or  two  before  this  Bill  is  read  a  second 
time,  and  I  think  the  present  is  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  do  so.  I  should  like  to  say  that 
the  present  is  the  oacasion  on  which  we  shall 
have  to  take  the  discussion  on  the  whole  of  the 
public  works  policy  of  tho  Government  this 
year,  at  all  events.  I  am  not,  however,  going 
into  the  administration-  of  the  Government  at 
the  present  time,  because  that  has  already 
been  touched  on,  and  we  wish  to  spare  our 
friends  as  mucli  as  possible.  I  should  like  to- 
say,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  could  not  quits 
make  out  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  how  be 
mado  out  tliat  he  was  obliged  to  pay  an  acre- 
age rate  of  2d.  to  the  agents  buying  Native 
land  on  commission ;  because,  if  he  wanted 
more  hands  to  buy.  the  lands,  why  should  he  not 
put  on  more  at  a  fixed  salary?  He  seemed 
to  think.it  was  tho  desire  of  the  House  that 
ho  should  employ  tho  relatives  of  members  in. 
this  way ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  made  his  case 
out  in  that  respect.  Another  opinion  I  have  to- 
give  expression  to  is  this  :  that  either  we  were 
grossly  deceived  last  year  by  the  Government 
or  wo  shall  be  grossly  deceived  this  year.  Last 
year  there  was  put  on  the  estimates  a  vote  for 
the  Helensville  North  extension,  but  by  carry- 
ing Captain  Russell's  resolution  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  estimates  by  £500,000  this  suffered. 
Afterwards,  during  the' recess,  the  Minister  of* 
Justice  taunted  us  before  our  constituents  for- 
our  votes  on  that  occasion ;  he  said  that  by 
our  votes  on  that  occasion  we  had  neglected 
our  duty,  and  that  if  tho  people  had  not  sent 
down  such  a  miserable  lot  of  men  large  con- 
tracts for  public  works  Would  then  have  been 
going  on,  and  there  would  be  £20,000  being 
spent  in  that  district  at  the  present  time.  If 
that  statement  was  true  at  that  time,  how  is 
it  that  wo  cannot  spend  that  money  now?' 
Members  will  laugh;  but  that  will  not  explain 
it.  This,  moreover,  was  only  one  item  out  of 
tho  whole  lot.  Atter  taunting  us  in  this  way, 
ho  went  on  to  show  our  constituents  what 
"  duffers  "  we  were.  We  were  told  in  the  State- 
ment last  year  that  a  contract  would  be  let  to 
extend  the  Helensville  lino  northwards  to  the 
extent  of  £20,000.  In  this  year's  Statement 
we  see  that,  owing  to  no  surveys  having  been 
made,  no  such  contract  can  be  let.  That  is 
what  we  are  told  this  year,  after  being  taunted 
in  the  manner  I  have  indicated.  Perhaps  it 
will  bo  quite  warm  enough  for  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Waitaki,  who  spoke  last,  .to 
reflect  that  we  were  either  grossly  deceived 
last  year,  or  are  being  deceived  this  year. 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  details,  but  we  were 
lectured  before  our  constituents  in  this  wa^' 
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*«--.''  *~z.y/'.*^.\  if  i^-rre  La*I  i>.»:-r- n>  brr-v.n:: 
A.1  &-.     I^s.-;  vesir  '^--r  i:r.i»-n€  wir?  £T,t7j. .-l  ;  • 
t'-^    !X.y,T\t  i'.rit^  T»:ir  1^-4  tr-ir-;  t~.»  1  -..'^^'?.  : 
V«'e  Mi'.y.ri/zii  rr.',re   lie  r.- ^r  t#ef.r_-  .j.=;  :   Tre  [ 
irr-j/^r't-j  -.frrr  .ar::e  cu\£:.::-:5  cf  rt...-  3.7  ircn  " 
ftr.i  rr.vr^r.il,  ar.i  tl.*:.:  ruAes  a  -re:.:  d.::.:  of  , 
t-*    '*::--:f  .r.':*.    The   c-p.r:.-i    K-?:    v^-ir  v.:-re  | 
i/.  -'.'f.'^/*.   feLi    the    velr   l-f;ry    17."  vI/'T.  i 
T;.t.:.  cf  e.,:Lrse,  sh^w'i  ihit  the  rcfim  cf  the  . 
C<,.'.r.iiii  Trf:«.*::r':fT  g:!    r.'A    sf.rt  :ho  c:'.:nv  * 
ir.Vj  fr*.  h   If?.    0:ir  fc:.:rT:.n-   f^Li  cl  i:i   iLc 
«*>^t  *>*  »^it7-?ii  ve==..5.  cr  a  gr:-s  Muna^e 
<jf  C'-iT-rj.     Lacking  gcn-:r-.lly  at  ti.c  rrjiile  of 
Ia.^t  7'''i^.  c-;r  trv^e  wiiri  Vici-ria  fell  cf  one- 
trL^^i.  T..;h  I^tw  Ci*e^or:a  more  ti-an  cne-half, 
and  w.:a  the  Pacinc  isiands  th«:-re  i^as  been  a 
la..;n7-of:  in  imports  bit  an  incres'^e  in  expcns. 
Th'i  export*  to  America  a'.nicst  dcuKiri!  and 
th«  irrip^,r:«i  increase!  br  LVyjiyj.    Oiir  trade 
'With  Ir.  :ia  incr-Astd  by  i:12/^jij,  and  oar  trade 
witn  C;i:na  decreased.    There  was  a  faliirg-off 
in  the  Mauritius  trade.     In  the  imports  the 
principal  increases  for  the  past  vear  were  as 
fo;:ow:     Apparel    and    slcps,    ^io/AO;    bt.er, 
£17/XjO;    boots  and  shoes,   £*iO,0>jO;    cement, 
k2f}.'ff);     drapery,    £100,000;     fancy     poods, 
i:i:>//<j;  ho-iery  and  dressing  goo-is/ £20.0C«0 ; 
locor::Mives.  ^3>.(XK);    tea,  JK7,<X!0;    tobacco, 
i^/y>/>i;  v.>.,.iens,  €2.S.O0O.    Now  let  ns  look  at 
the  r»ecre-j.v:5  f^.r  the  same  period.     Thev  were 
«B  fo;k»w:  Coals,  £'44,00jj:  copra,  £13, (XO;  iron 
raiU  and  railway  bolts  and  fastenings,  ^50,000; 
jewellery,  £14,000;   machinery,  £.So,000;  rail- 
way plant,  £14^.(/X);  specie  (?o1d),  £130,000; 
•tecl  rails,  £2rvXX);  sngar,  £300,000.    The  dc- 
Mr.  W.  F.  Buckkmd 


kalMd 
^xTi£j^  m.  prodcction. 
kz-rnr  Tvry  'mill  i^Ai  «t  are  noc  Tnaking  1 
r:ii:l_z.*i7  Lire,  b«a=«  we  kaow  that  our  i 
=..^^ii.:x^r£S  h^Tt  dtts.  is  a  bad  state. 
c :  tf  ir  !**'%=^^  -i  errcc^  w ^re :  Live  i 
zl:.   »»!•  .-«fc-'-i-  i^r'  -'-— >  tT/XC*:  beer,i 
':-tvrr  £;-/  >-•'■    rri  =  s.-t4   «'i>:ciseese,£20/j 
1-:    s:-.  yy.  .  t-^.  i-   « »•   ti-c£r.  £2,500;1 
£1  J.».  :    T- <-—>«<     s_  :ri: ;    kAlber,    £10 
iLi-eil.     £^:  :•:•:  :      trzz^     oeatz,    £18.0 
'  1  i^:--lI,  ii-AO.  ~  '^?^g-  £5.000; 
=—»».:    T«*'a^--£x=.r_l-    i4.>-C»:     specie 
cT.'  1.-7.    Tae  6e«rr^s?»  m  c^*  expoits 
hjt   fiJ-T  is  :>>!•:  Fr*=  aai  shaips,  £7jD 
MTr^  il:  Jl«- :  r*'.i.  £*. '-»-  -•'•X  :  erain,  i 
\^jr.  -  r:.i:i.  *  i    JX  :  i :??,  il  ^CCO ; 
£.1'  •!  •!• .  s^ir-lf.  rria^  *^^  clivef.  £7,000;  1 
SL^Kt.'-.    :&--:-»,  i^i.^.'XO:   whAlebane, 
»:•::.  5.^    lO.     TiAi  shr-r^  lijis  last  yeart 
ie  ire-a^^-i  "^ery  laz^^'.y  in  **:!ti«  of  oixr  most  1 
X'-r-jb^i  frt^i^rts-     He  t:ia'  increase  in  1 
l::i-:ir.:  zi  izjyrizi^^  '^  1  -  *-^^  Land  ' 
Act   'jks%.  -^i^z  iraks  £!-♦!  7.4c.i,  and  the  ; 
<>^f:r»i:I.':-i.j>4.    T:is2  sh^ws  that  inthe  ] 
Tat*  IT  -  n_:  vr£-5  there  wa^  an  increase  of  1 
f:ur  ni....ii.s  in  two  yrj.r«-    Ti:2t  points  toj 
Ttry  £c^.;^5  i\ct-    C  zi  inl-:bteiness  ^ 

to  nearlv  ci^iity  mil  irns.  taking  it  all  3 
Tne  hrnrnrablt:  neml^r  for  Gladstone  1 
c -t  a  t&r-le  ::r  tile  liist  nve  or  six  years,  bet, I 
the  pnrro^e  I  have  in  vi'-w,  I  have  made  a  i  ^ 
nztes,  5r.?::\-iKC  c:a^  ttad^  f:r  the  last  twBli(fj 
v^ars.  T::e  tiC  uu  im^rrts  into  the  colony  ^"jlj 
il^t  pcr.r^i  were  i:>4.ic2-l^S,  and  the  toW! 
en>:ns  £:i.?,t>*S,-:'16,  so  that  it  wiil  bcscenthw] 
we"  have  :mT>:rt*:-i  iiiring  the  last  twenty  !«■■; 
to  the  value  zi  £:5\4>S.t»72  mere  thanwehajji 
ert>:r:e3.  In  i570  our  exports  were  iXOfip 
mzTc  than  onr  impcrts:  in  1S71,  £1,300,OOJ{; 
and  in  1S72,  £M'.duO:  this  was  immefia»J 
pr.or  to  o:ir  publ;c  woiks  poiicy  being  felt.  Oat 
average  p-r-ilation  for  the  lasi  twenty  jeM* 
has  been  3*79.7i3  Europeans,  and  our  a'^'J 
exrvrrt  £,>,C»^2.175 :  so  that  the  average  eiW» 
trer  h;ad  of  the  population  is  aboat  £15.  NffJ 
in  IS^iO  oar  exports  were  £4,520,0?4;  in  loJJ 
£4.--2:>.756;  in  1S71,  £3,'2S2,0S4;  and  in  IW 
£0,S19.'Jo3 :  so  that  we  are  now  only  £1»137»^ 
above  the  average,  and  i'l^.^JO.SGa  above  Im 
and  this  with  three  times  the  poP^^**?^ 
twenty  years'  development,  and  nearly  thin|- 
two  millions  of  borrowed  money.  I  will  not 
consider  the  average  export  per  head  of  I»P^ 
tion  during  certain  periods  of  the  last  twe^ 
vears.  In  1S66  the  avenuje  export  pet  mm 
Was  £22  lOs.;  hi  1870,  £19  7s.  6d.;  in  IW^ 
£15  10s. ;  in  ISSO,  £13  as. ;  in  1683,  £13  Os,^ ' 
in  1SS5,  £11  12s,  6d.  I  have  included  Iw 
because  it  is  the  latest  year  that  I  ^^®  *JJ? 
able  to  obtain  Australian  statistics  to.  Fw 
these  figures  we  see  that  we  have  been  J^^tJ 
losing  ground.  Now  let  us  compare,  tno* 
figures  with  the  exports  of  other  coJ<>°?^'  * 
have  gone  into  a  careful  calculation  witn^ 
spect  to  the  whole  of  the  other  colonies,  i^ 
following  is  the  table  of  average  ex^  P* 
head  of  popolatioa : — 
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^LE  Bhowing  Average  per  Head  of  Export  in 
Australian  Colonies. 

^"^h^"*      DO"- 

£     8.     d.  £ 

\tm  Soath  Wales,  1883  22  17    6      80,000,000 

beensland.  «     17  10    6      16,500,000 

btana  «     17    6    8      28,000,000 

lonih  Australia       .  ^     16    0    9      15,500,000 

lastem  Aastralia      «      U    6    0  861,791 

BHmania  »      13  15    0        2,838,383 

low  Zealand  ^      13    0    6      32,000,000 

1885   11  12    6      82,000,000 

Ekns,  Ne>Hr  Sonth  Wales   heads   the   list  of 

image  exports  per  head  of  population.     So, 

i  these  colonies,  wo  stand  absolutely  at  the 

bottom  of  tho  tree  as  regards  exports.     The 

ivezage  export  per  head  of  the  whole  of  iihese 

Mloni«s  is  £16  8s.  l^d.,  so  we  are  a  long  way 

bdow  the  average.    It  is  of  no  use  to  blink  th  esc 

hyeU;  we  must  meet  them  face  to  face.    If  wo 

knp  on  borrowing  money   we   shall  .have  to 

Kpd  Home  a  largely-increased^ export,  without 

litTing  a  corresponding  increased  import,  or 

4»  there  must  bo  a  drain  on  the  colony  which 

iloould  not  possibly  stand.    These  figures  show 

Ibit  about  the   time  of   the  starting  of   tho 

|Bblic  works  policy  onr  exports  exceeded  our 

aborts,  but,  since'  then,  our  exports  have  not 

InaeaBed  nearly  in  proportion  to  our  increase 

dporolation.     The  imports  and  the  exports 

kfl^  kept  pretty  close  together  in  amount  all 

ftetime;  and-it  has  been  so  in  the  other  colo- 

na.   In  1886,  with  a  very  small  population, 

«W  ftTerage  carport  per  head  was  about  the 

n&e  as  it  is  in  New  South  Wales  at  the  present 

taie.  When  tho  public  works  policy  was  begun 

n  w«re  far  better  of!  than  we  are  now.     Since 

ttoi  we  have  steadily  drifted  in  the  matter  of 

opoctB,  and  from  all  I  can  see  we  shall  con- 

we  to  drift.     It   is  not  now  a  question  to 

fccfle  whether  wq  shall  borrow  or  not — it  is 

,  to  late  to  talk  about  that — but  the  question 

fa  08  to  decide  is,  What  pught  to  be  our 

CMBse  m  the  future  ?  .  We  are  sent  hero,  as 

wwaable   beings  representing    the  country, 

to  decide  that  question,  and   not   for    each 

■tt  to  scramble  for  what  he  can  get  for  his 

™ict.    We  are  living  in  a  "  fools*  paradise," 

taking  no  thought  for   tho    morrow.     I   am 

•taid  there  has  been  too  much  of  that  in  our 

i  Mnagement  of  public    aflairs,  and  that  the 

««ghtest  accident  may  at  any  moment  entail 

'^••trDns  effects  in  consequence.     The  slight- 

**jccident  in  the  Home  money-market — the 

~pit«t  accident  amongst  the  few  who  run 

«ew  Zealand,  and  the  whole  of  these  colonies, 

*  ttgwd  to  borrowing ;  because  it  is  they  who 

«ke  up  our  loans,  and  sell  them  out  to  smaller 

P^lft-would  bring  us  face  to  face  with  a 

Potion  of  extreme  difficulty.      The   slightest 

J*^wnt  might  at  any  moment  bring  us  face 

wtacewitii  our  inevitable  difficulty;  and  the 

^qnfiBtiou,  to  my  mind,  at   the   present 

JjJ^w,  Can  we  possibly  carry  on  without 

*®owing  an  amount  equal   to  our  interest 

•^'y  Tear?     It   is    a   very    close    question 

!   ^rjjl*'  ^  can  do  without  this  million  and 

1   *  "^  •▼wy  year;  bnt  I  am  .one  of  those  who 


think  "we  can — at  any  rate,  that  it  is  quite- 
feasible  for  us  to  try  the  experiment,  and  see- 
what  we  can  do:  we  might  find  out  that  we 
could  not. '  The  reason  why  our  public  works 
policy  has  failed  to  have  the  effects  it  should 
have  had  is  very  simple.  It  is  owing  to  our 
giving  up  the  immigration  part  of  that  policy.  * 
The  public  works  policy  was  always,  at  first, 
coupled  with  tho  policy  of  .bringing  in  a  large 
population ;  but,  unfortunately,  there  are  many 
who  think,  with  the  last  speaker,  that  bocauso 
we  cannot  aflord  to  employ  those  who  are  here 
we  should  not  get  more.  The  honourable 
member  forgets  that  the  moro  population  we 
have  the  better  it  is  for  all  classes;  because 
the  lighter  the  taxation  is,  and  there  is  a 
better  chanco  of  employment  for  all.  If  we 
had  two  millions  of  people  here  would  it  not  be 
a  moro  prosperous  country  than  now  ?  If  we 
cannot,  in  tliis  large  colony,  aflord  to  have  more 
than  tho  liulf-million  or  so  of  people  wo  have 
now,  wo  had  better  all  leave  at  once.  The 
public  works  policy  has  failed,  first,  because 
while  we  continued  immigration  largo  num- 
bers of  people  unsuited  to  tho  colony  were 
brought  out ;  and,  secondly,  because  wo  stopped 
immigration  altogether.  Both' were  great  mis- 
takes, and  both  together  have  had  tho  effect  I 
state.  I  say  that,  instead  of  borrowing  money 
now  for  moro  railway-lines,  it  would  bo  better 
if  wo  borrowed  and  spent  two  millions  on 
bringing  out  people  with  mefins  to  go  on  our 
lands — if  wo  oilered  a  free  passage  and  five 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  for  nothing  to  every 
man  who,  on  landing,  could  show  that  ho  hod 
£500.  If  that  were  done  the  colony  would  tako 
such  a  start  again  as  nothing  else  can  pos- 
sibly give  it ;  and  it  would  be  spending  our  bor- 
rowed money  to  tho  best  possible  advantage, 
and  in  a  way  which  would  give  us  more  return 
than  wo  can  possibly  got  from  any  railways 
we  can  make.  That,  indeed,  is  our  only  hope. 
If  we  brought  out  hard-working  respcvctablo 
small  farmers,  and  not  mere  hangers-on  of 
towns,  as  many  of  the  immigrants  formerly 
were,  wo  should  do  tho  colony  an  enor- 
mous service.  If  I  wero  the  Minister  of 
Lands  I  would  come  down  with  a  bold  policy 
of  that  nature,  and  I  am  sure  its  operation 
would  put  the  colony  on  its  legs.  1  think, 
indeed,  that  is  tho  colony's  only  chance.  We 
have  been  frittering  and  dribbling  tiway  our 
borrowed  money  for  years ;  and  what  aro  we 
now  the  better  for  it?  During  the'  last  two  or 
three  years  in  which  I  have  been  intimately 
mixed  up  in  politics  I  have  seen  J£2(X),000  or 
£300,000  squandered  away  in  this  House.  I 
have  seen  support  purchased  in  this  House  by 
the  giving  of  useless  and  unremunerative  public 
works  to  particular  districts,  -and  by  billets 
given  to  public  men  when  those  billets  wero 
needless  to  the  country.  We  have  seen  things 
of  this  kind  done — we  all  know  perfectly  well  it 
is  dono  ;  and  yet  wo  como  here  and  s'quabblo 
about  a  fifty-pound  item,  and  in  the  end  we 
do  not  retrench  at  all.  We  support  a  Govern- 
ment that  declare  they  will  retrench,  and  we 
are  sent  here  to  retrench ;  but  wo  do  not  do  it. 
We  do  not  do  our  duty— we  scarcely  even  at- 
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tempt  to  do  it ;  but  we  go  bsMsk  and  tell  oar 
constitiients  that  we  have  done  all  that  was 
possible  to  be  done.  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  that  we  have  mistaken 
our  vocation  altogether  in  coming  here,  and 
that  it  would  pay  the  colony  better  to  keep  us 
away  from  hero  instead  of  sending  us  here, 
if  an  Executive  Govenimont  were  left  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country.  We  are 
sent  here  at  a  very  largo  cost  to  do  business 
that  we  do  not  do ;  and  we  know  the  way  sup- 
port is  obtained  in  this  House.  I  hear  an 
honourable  member  near  mo  say,  *'0h;"  but 
when  that  honourable  gentleman  first  came 
to  the  House  he  got  the  Government  to  let  a 
•contract  for  a  railway  in  his  district ;  but  the 
•contractor  gave  up  the  job,  and  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  changed  sides.  It  was 
(ortunate  for  the  colony  that  the  contractor 
would  not  take  up  the  job  ;  but  now,  appa- 
Tentiy,  the  Government  are  again  going  to 
take  up  that  work,  and  we  see  that  that  line  is 
to  be  made.  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when 
the  people  will  insist  on  those  who  come  here 
trying  to  relieve  the  country.  Now  we  do  not 
do  it,  but  wc  see  a  system  of  buying  and  selling 
support  in  operation  by  works  and  billets,  and 
the  ramifications  and  evil  effects  of  this  system 
.go  through  the  whole  country.  Sir,  I  was  de- 
termined on  this  subject  to  speak  my  mind 
somewhat  freely,  and  I  have  done  so.  We  are 
just  about  how  beginning  to  find  out  how  the 
money  of  the  colony  is  really  spent,  but  we 
cannot  trace  exactly  how  it  is  spent.  No  doubt 
•other  Governments  have  been  just  as  lavish  and 
just  as  bad  as  the  present  Ministry,  and  it  will 
become  a  question  whether  in  the  next  few 
yectfs  we  shall  not  find  that  our  representative 
system  has  broken  down,  and  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  have  the  American  system  of 
an  Executive  Grovemment,  and  let  them  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  country.  I  should  really 
be  almost  inclined  to  adopt  that  system,  as 
against  the  one  we  have  now.  Most  honour- 
able members,  I  know,  think  everything  is 
going  on  very  nicely  and  smoothly,  and  as 
long  as  they  can  keep  their  side  in  dr  their 
friends  in  they  are  satisfied.  But  the  country 
will  not  be  satisfied,  and  I  venture  to  predict 
that,  if  not  at  the  next  election,  then  at  the 
following  one  certainly,  there  will  be  such  a 
"cry"  in  *ho  country  that  a  Parliament  will 
assemble  here  prepared,  like  Alexander,  not  to 
try  to  untie  the  Gordian  knot  but  to  cut  it. 
They  will  come  down  and  simply  settle  the 
question  of  retrenchment  once  for  all,  and  a 
great  many  other  matters  too.  Perhaps  it  is 
right,  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  suggested,  in 
cfEect,  to  go  on  borrowing  as  long  as  we  have 
the  chance ;  but,  if  at  any  moment,  owing  to 
trouble  in  liiurope,  the  money-market  were  dis- 
turbed, or  if  England  herself  wanted  to  raise 
two  or  three  hundred  millions  to  meet  some 
great  emergency,  where  should  we  be  as  to 
borrowing  money?  We  know  that  we  should 
instantly  be  plunged  into  enormous  difficulty. 
Suppose  we  were  unable  to  borrow,  say^  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  and  yet  were  called  on  to 
j)ay  interest  all  that  timo,  iii  what  position 
.     Mr.  W,  F.  Buckland 


would  the  country  be?     This  is  a  queelil 
which  the  House  ought  to  go  into — it  is  or^ 
the  contingencies  that  may  arise ;  and  I 
ture  to  say  that  the  question  has  not  arisettl 
the  -mind  of  one  of  our  leading  politic] 
They  say,  "  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the 
thereof,"  and  they  put  off  any  unpleasant 
tion.    But  it  is  a  question  that  we  shall 
to  face  within  a  short  period,  and  the  only 
to  meet  It  is  by  a  system  of  rigorous  retreiHi 
ment — ^retrenchment  greater  than  the  oolQi 
has  ever  known — ^and  if  we  do  not  carry  it  m 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  our  way.     I  laa§ 
the  day  will  not  come  when,  the  contingeaoi^ 
which  may  arise  at  any  moment  by  the  mem 
accident  will  occur,  but  when  it  does  we  shd 
not  be  able  to  rely  on  our  British  creditor 
I  believe  it  would  perhaps  be  wiser,  while  «l| 
still  have  the  chance,  to  obtain,  say,  a  thseeH 
million  loan,  saying,  "  This  shall  be  our  lasl2i 
wo  will  borrow  no  more,"  and  then  try  to  pi^t 
our  way  without  borrowing.     I  am  quite  soivj 
that  the  British  creditor  would  think  more  of  iv^ 
if  we  made  an  Ifonest  attempt  to  stand  on  oac' 
own  legs,  and  tried  to  get  on  for  a  time  witboul 
this  perpetual  borrowing.    If  our  population 
were  rapidly  increasing  we  might  say  wo  wouML 
go  on  borrowing ;  but,  as.  the  result  of  Yerf, 
large  borrowing,  we  have  seen  that  in  twenlf 
years — that  is,  since  1866 — our  export  has  only 
increased  by  two  millions,  while  our  population 
has  trebled,  and  wo  have  spent  about  thirty*. 
two  millions  of  borrowed  money.    I  do  think 
the  time  has  come  when  those  who  know  th« 
position  of  the  colony  ought  to  speak  in  the 
plainest  terms  of  what  they  do  know ;  but  we 
do  not — we  sit  here  not  daring^to  speak  of  many 
things  which  are  sufficient  to  cause  us  great 
anxiety.    Members  come  hero  and  enjoy  them- 
selves— we  find  time  to  go  into  the  lobbies, 
Bellamy's,  and  the  library;  we  have  th-e  elec- 
tric light,  the  newspapers  of  tho  world,  and' 
every  comfort  and  convenience  provided;  and 
we  simply  let  things  drift  on.    Members  get 
what  they  wajit — '— 

AnHon.  Membek.— No. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— My  honourable 
friend  saying  "  No  "  shows  that  there  is  one 
disappointed  man  in  the  House.  But  he  is 
apparently  halting  between  two  opinions  just 
how^  If  he  managed  his  cards  properly  he 
would  not  say  so.  I  say,  while  we  are  doing 
all  this  living  in  this  "  fools'  paradise,"  and  bor- 
rowing all  this  money  from  tho  British  ozed|j- 
tor,  and  spending  it  all  over  the  colony,  the  day 
will  come  when  we  shall  find  ourselves  like  the 
guests  assembled  at  Bclshazzar's  feast,  and  in 
the  midst  of  our  enjoyment  there  will  appear 
on  the  wall  the  handwriting,  *"  Me^u^  mene^ 
tckely  upluirsin" 

Mr.  MOSS. — Sir,  although  some  honourable 
members  appear  to  consider  the  debate  this 
evening  as  somewhat  useless,  when  tho  histoiy 
of  the  time  is  written  it  will,  I  feel  sure,  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important  debates 
that  have  taken  place  for  some  years  in  New 
Zealand.  It  has  witne.';sed,  I  feel  pleased*  to 
see,,  -a  disposition  en  the  part  of  honourable 
members  to  speak  out  plainly — not  merely  that 
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which,  thej  think  will  be  agreeable  to   their 
|iarty,  but  that  which  they  feel  their  duty  to 
the  coantiy  calls  upon  them  to  say.    There  are 
jnan  J  h<»ioarable  members  who  have  spoken 
oa4  to-ni^t  in  a  manner,  which  will  inspire 
tiioee  who,  like   myself,  have  hitherto  been 
called  '*  croakers "  with  a  new  hope,  and  a 
belief  that  we  shall  see  better  times.     It  is 
aot  those  who   are   abused  by  the  Colonial 
IVeasuier  and  denounced  from  the  Treasury 
bonchei^  as  the  scurrilous  enemies  of  the  colony 
who  are  its  real  enemies.    They  are  not  the 
men   to  blame  for   the    present  condition  of 
afE&irs ;  bat  it  is  those  who,  provided  they  can 
cany  themselves  through  a  session,  disregard 
all  past  promises  and '  professions,  and  feel  a 
greater  regard  for  themselves  than  they  do  for 
the  comitiy  whose  destiny  is  in  their  hands.    I 
say  it  is  ^ey  who  are  to  blame — they  are  the 
zeal  *<  croakers."    It  is  not  we  who  exhort  them 
to  face  the  difficulty,  to  put  our  finances  on  a 
sound  footing,  and  to  give  us  that  local  govern- 
ment which  they  pledged  themselves  to  give 
when  they  went  into  office.    They  are  not  the 
"  croakers."  They  have  the  courage  to  face  the 
difficulty ;  and  I  am  delighted  at  the  speeches 
which  have  been  delivered  by  honourable  mem- 
bsEB  this  evening,  for  they  show  that  there  arc 
many  among  us  who  not  only  recognize  the 
difficulty  in    which   the   country  stands,  but 
&re  ready   to  face    it    and   do   their   utmost 
to  remedy  it.    To  honourable  gentlemen  who 
Are  repeatedly  telling  us  of  the  proud  position 
which  New    Zealand   holds   in    the    London 
mooey-market,  I  would  say  that  I  have  taken 
tiie  trouble  of  extracting  from  the  Ecotiomist 
•of  the  15th  May  a  statement  of  what  was  our 
&iancial  position  then,  as  compared  with  that 
of  other  colonies.    The  following  are  the  colo- 
nies whose  interest   is   payable   in  May  and 
November  as  ours  is,  whose  debentures  would 
^carty  about    the    same    amount    of    accrued 
interest,  and  would  be,  in  that  respect,  on  jin 
equal  footing.   The  first  is  Canada,  whose  4-pcr- 
cent.  debentures  are  quoted  at  £104  to  £105. 
Then  comes  the  small  Colony  of  Mauritius, 
with  4-per-cent.  dcbentui:^es  at  £102  to  £104 ; 
I     and  then  comes  New  Zealand,  whose  4-per- 
eent.  debentures  are  quoted  at  £99  10s.    There 
ace  other  colonies  whoso  interest  is  payable  in 
'     ^nly  and  January,  so  that,  I  presume,  there 
woaH  be  about  two  months*  accrued  interest 
—which  would  be  15s.,  at  the  outside — to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  quoted  list  to  make  the  com- 
parison complete.  They  are — New  South  Wales, 
whose  debentures  are  quoted  at  £108  to  £109  ; 
those  of  Queensland,  at  £102  to  £103 ;  those  of 
i     Tasmania,  at  £103  to  £104  ;  those  of  Western 
!     Australia,  at  £108  to  £104 ;  while  even  the  Cape, 
whose  interest  falls  due  in  June  and  December, 
mid  whose  credit  has  been  rather  shaken  in 
consequence  of  the  enormous  sums  she  has  had 
to  borrow  to  carry  on  a  native  war,  sells  her  de- 
I     bentnre8at£l00to£101.  Victoria,  with  interest 
I     payable  in  April  and  October,  has  her  4- per- 
cent, debentures  quoted  at  £104  to  £105,   These 
are  startling  figures,  and  they  indicate  that  our 
i      credit  is  not  so  high  on  the  Stock  Exchange 
.  as  we  are  led  to  believe.    We  were  told  in  the 


Speech  from  the  Throne,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  that  our  finances  were  in  a  sound 
condition.  I  ventured  to  question  that  at  the 
time,  and  I  repeat  that,  whatever  the  Govern- 
ment may  say,  it  is  evident  the  people  of  Eng- 
land are  not  so  satisfied  as  we  are  supposed  to 
be  here.  I  have  always  regarded  with  the 
keenest  detestation  what  is  called  the  public 
works  policy.  It  appeared  to  me  from  the 
first  to  bo  rash,  presumptuous,  and  unsound  : 
rash,  because  wo  went  into  that  policy 
without  defining  beforehand  how  the  money 
was  to  be  spent;  presumptuous,  because  in 
.calling  it  a  colonizmg  policy  it  was  assumed 
that  there  had  been  no  colonization  before 
in  New  Zealand ;  and  unsound,  because  it 
was  perfectly  clear  to  my  mind  that,  once 
started,  resting  upon  no  principle  and  having 
no  check,  it  must  run  away  with  us 
and  with  the  country,  and  that  wo  should 
find*  it  almost  impossible  to  stop  ourselves 
in  the  career  on  which  it  wpuld  thrust  us. 
Holding  these  views,  I  iQay  again  say  I  feel 
highly  pleased  to  hear  so  many  honourable 
members  this  evening  express  opinions  of.  a 
similar  description.  .Now,  referring  to  what  has 
been  said  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  a 
question  in  regard  to  which  the  Auckland  mem- 
bers  feel  very  keenly-^that  is,  the  Native-land- 
purchase  question — I  may  bo  excused  if  J  even 
repeat  what  other  members  have  already  said. 
I  was  unavoidably,  absent  for  a  short  time, 
and  do  not  know  what  was  then  said ;  but  I 
would  remind  honourable  members  that  this 
is  a  question  on  which  the  Auckland  members 
must  feel  a  great  interest,  because  it  is  one  in 
which  that  province  is  most  lar;,'oly  interested. 
Out  of  the  forty  thousand  Maoris  in  the  North 
Island  thirty  thousand  live  in  that  provincial 
district,  and  out  of  the  land  to  be  purchased 
an  enormous  proportion  is  in  that  provincial 
district  also.  It  is  tlicreforo  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  us  that  Native  alTairs  should  be 
properly  conducted,  and  that  there  should  bo  a 
proper  system  of  Nativo-land  purchase.  The 
points  to  which  I  take  exception  in  the  reply 
of  the  Native  IMinister  to  the  honourable 
member  for  VVaitotara  ajo  these:  In  the  first  * 
place,  he  said  tho  policy  was  justified  on  the 
ground  that  they  want  land  for  settlement. 
No  ono  disputes  that  we  want  land  for  settle- 
ment ;  but  the  contention  is  that  you  are  not 
going  the  right  way  to  get  it — the  contention 
is  that  you  are  going  tk  way  that  will  surely 
land  you  in  the  same  difticulties  as  your  pre- 
decessors, and  that,  though  you  may  fill  you 
returns  with  millions  of  acres,  you  still 
will  have  none  suitable  for  settlement,  none 
which  you  can  turn  to  good  account.  Are 
w6  not  to  profit  by  all  that  has  happened 
in  tho  past?  Do  wo  not  see  that  we  must 
havo  somo  very  different  system  from  that 
under  wliich  previous  Governments  havo  suf- 
fered ?  Look  at  tho  statistics  of  tlie  Auckland 
purchases.  You  havo  purchased  two  and  a 
half  million  acres  of  land,  aud  you  have  nearly 
another  million  acres  of  land  leased  from  the 
^laoris,  making,  in  all,  about  three  and  a  half 
million  acres  nominally  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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Government,  and  which  cost  £600,000.  I 
ohallGnged  tho*  Native  Minister  on  a  former 
occasion  to  say  how  much  of  this  land  was 
settled,  and  how  much  of  it  was  lying  idle 
simply  because  it  was  unsuitable  for  settlement. 
The  fart  is  notorious  that  the  Maoris  have 
sold  yoi  the  \vorst  land  they  have,  and  have 
kept  the  best  for  themselves.  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  me  that  he  would  give  such 
a  return  as  would  refute  the  statement  I  had 
made ;  but  thfvt  return  has  never  been  forth- 
coming. Ho  did,  indeed,  speak  of  some  land 
sold  in  the  Wairarapa;  but  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  my  question.  I  did  not  say  that, 
ho  had  been  unable  to  get  "some  small  quantity 
of  good  land  for  settlement.  I  asked  how  much 
of  this  three  and  a  half  million  acres  of  land, 
which  had  in  tbq  past  been  obtained  from  the 
Natives  under  the- system  which  is  now  really 
being  initiated  again,  was  suitable  for  settle- 
ment, and  how  ipuch  was  settled  in  Auckland, 
and  not  in  Wairarapa,  of  which  I  know  nothing. 
I  still  wait  for  the  reply.  We  all  know  that 
gross  charges  of  corruption  were  made  against 
previous  Governments  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  Native  land.  We  know  that, 
whether  true  or  untrue,  those  charges  shook 
the  faith  of  the  country  in  various  Govern- 
ments at  various  times ;  and,  although  I 
do  hot  pretend  to  say  they  were  all  true,  I 
do  say,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  the 
Land  Turchaso  Agents  of  the  Government  go 
about  the  country  carrying  with  them,  as  has 
been  already  pointed  out,  itinerant  Justices  of 
tho.Peaco,  to  take  the  signatures  more  readily 
at  the  ditTcrent  IVIaori  pas.  That  system  and 
its  results  produced  amongst  the  lilaoris  the 
idea  that  the  Government  was  corrupt  in  its 
dealings  with  Native  lands,  and  therefore  they 
wpuld  not  deal  with  the  Government  for  them, 
.but  prcfcrted  to  deal  with  private  individuals 
instead,  l^ut  now,  to  revive- the  old  evil,  the 
Government  ask  us  to  give  them  nearly  ;£100,000 
to  sp.nul  in  the  same  irresponsible  way.  They 
do  not  give  us -a  statement  in  detail  of  how  it 
is  to  be  ^pcut,  but  they  take  the  whole  lump 
sum  and  spond  it  at  the  will  and  discretion  of 
the  Native  Minister.  To  add  to  the  evil,  they 
have  removed  the  only .  possible  check  upon 
them  by  dismissing  the  permanent' head  of  th'is 
department. 

Sir  U.  STOUT. — There  is  a  pcnnahent  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  department. ' 

Mr.  MOSS. — Yes;  tho  Under-Secretary  for 
•  Native  Affairs,  He  is  to  replace  the  former 
head,  wliO  gave  to  it  all  his, time  and  great 
experience,  and  is  instead  to  devote  to  it  his 
spare  moments,  and  to  get  £100  a  year  for  doing 
80.  But  how  is  he  to  go  rouhd  the  country  and 
superintend  the  Native-land  purchases  ? 

Sir  B.   STOUT.— The  other  officer  did  not 
do  so. 

•  Mr.  MOSS. — I  know  that  he  was  continually 
travelling,  and  I  never  heard  that  his  duty  was 
in  any  way  neglected.  It  is  certain  that  the 
perm&nent  head  of  the  department  is  the  only 
check  on  the  Government,  and  in  his  absence 
the  Minister  of  the  day  has  the  absolute  and 
uncontrolled  spending  of  this  money ;  and  I 
Mr,  Mosa 


cannot  think  that  is  conduoivo  to  good  govezn- 
ment.     Last  year  £325,000  was  spent  in  tltaft 
way  in  Native-land  purchases  and  harbour  de- 
fences.   The  Government  spent  £290,000  ondflv 
the    head  of   harbour  defences,  and  another 
£36,000  for  Native- land  purchases.    Of  all  thie 
no  statement  is  laid  before  the  House,  and  thm 
House   knows  nothing  of  it.    It  is  so  macii 
patronage- money  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    I   ask,  is  that  a  wise  system?    !%» 
present  Government  may  administer  it  iaixlj 
and  hon(;stly;  but  such   a  system  most  lay 
the  seeds  of  gross  corruption.    From  the  state- 
ment laid  before   this  House  as  to  land-pur- 
chases honourable  members  will  see  that  in 
1879  a  largo  amount  of   Native   land,   as   it 
was  called,  was  bought  from  Europeans — that 
is  to  say,   European  claims  were  purchased. 
When   tiic  honourable  member  for  Waitotaza 
came  into  o'Ticc  ho  did  attempt  to  stop  it,  and  - 
the  years  IHSO  arid  1881  show  only  one  such 
purchase.     In  1832  and  1888  there  were  none 
at  all.     No'.v,  last  year  we  have  already  had 
four  such   purchases.     Does  the  House  know 
anything  about  them  ?     They  may  be  perfectly 
fair;  but  who   knows  anything  about  them? 
Four   thousand  six  hundred  pounds  was  paid 
away   for  a    small    block  of  land.      Can  the 
House  Say  the  land  is  worth  the  money?  What 
statements  arc  there  to  show  that  the  porchase 
has  b(!en  a  fair  one  ?    Can  such  a  system,  be 
right?    It    is    altogether    subversive    of   good 
government.     Can  any  one  be  satisfied  who  is 
acquainted   with   past  purchases  of  worthless 
land,  and  with  the  corruption  in  the  govern- 
ment of  tlic  country  that  was  brought  abont 
by  the  old  system  ?     And  what  is  the  reply  of 
Che   Native    Minister  ?      That  the   purchases 
must  be  rl'^dit  because  the  Auditor  has  passed 
them.     What  check  has  the  Auditor,  in  a  case 
like  this,  so  long  as  you  keep  within  the  vote? 
Will  tho  Auditor  interfere  wifch  such  purchases? 
W^ili  he  want  to  know  anything  more  than  th%t 
the  money  has  been  spent,  and  that  it  is  avail- 
able out  of  the  proper  vote?    Svich  a  system 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist,  and  yet  we 
are   told   by  the   Native  Minister  that  every- 
thing must  be  correct  because  tho  Auditor  haa 
passed  the  voucher.    ^X  will  not  trouble  the 
House  witli  many  remarks,  because  the  houins 
late»  but  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  share  with 
the  Premier  his  great  admiration  for  Americait 
institutions  in  many  respects.    I  believe  that 
tho  Americans  have  had  to  go  through  an  exr 
perience,  »  very  bitter  one,  that  we,  under  the 
same  social  conditions  and  under  the  same 
political  conditions,  shall  probably  also  have  to 
pass  through ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that 
1  often  turn  to  American  works,  in  order,. if 
possible,  to  derive  from  them  the  experience 
which  English  works  can  hardly  give,  because 
they  apply  to  a  condition  of  life  and  a  con- 
dition of  society  so  different  from  their  own. 
Now,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  turn  to 
American  history  between  1836  and  1842,  he 
will  see  that  the  American  States  went  through 
identically  the  same  -  course  as  that  through 
which  we  are  now  passing.  They  spent  millions 
in  canals,  railways,  and  other  public  works — 
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not  so  freely  as  we  do,  though  thoir  resources 
'were  eren  larger  than  ours ;  but  they  went  on 
merrily  until  this  point :  that  about  the  year 
1839  their  credit  began  to  shake  on  the  Stock 
Exchange    in    London^  and    they  very    soon 
found  that  their  debentures  were  not  saleable. 
Within  a  year  or  two  from  that  shock  they 
found  themselves  unable  to  pay  interest  upon 
their  debt,  and  they  had  to  go  through  a  career 
of  misery   which  I  pray  God  we  may  never 
have  to  go  through  here.    Some  talk  lightly 
of  not  paying  the  interest  on  our  debt ;  but 
if  they  thought  as  seriously  as  I  do  they  would 
talk  less   lightly.     Do  honourable  gentlemen 
reflect  on  what  it  means  ?     It  means  on  utter 
shock  to  every  institution,  to  every  man,  to 
everj'  business  in  the    country  that    depends 
upon  cretlifc.     It  means  that  business  of  q.11 
kinds  would  be  prostrate ;  it  means  that  you 
woidd  have  your  working-men  seeking   work 
from  people  who  have  nothing  to  pay  them ;  it 
means  that  the  banks  would  no  longer  be  able 
to  accommodate  you ;  it  means  that  the  loan 
oompanies  would   have   to   insist  upon  their 
mortgages  being  paid,  because  they  would  have 
to  meet  in  England  the  demands  made  upon 
them.     Do  honourable  gentlemen  really  reflect 
upon  what  it  means,  and  upon  the  many  years 
of  hard  work  and  hard  trouble  it  would  take 
to  meet  such  difficulties,  and  the  misery  we 
ahonld    liave    to   undergo   in   the  meantime  ? 
Then,  is  it  right  that  we  should  sit  here,  year 
I      ftfter  year,  careless,  and  yet  recognizing  that, 
if  we  do  not  boldly  face  the  position,  some  such 
disaster  must  come  upon  the  country  ?     We 
i      weru  told  to-night  that  it  is  incorrect,  when 
I      it  is  urged   that  we  pay  interest  out  of   bor- 
Bowerl  money.     I  do  not  say  that  we  are  doing 
•0.  bill  I  do  say  that  if  wo  did  not  borrow  we 
shonld  find  it   a  tremendous  struggle  to  pay 
I      interest  and  to  carry  on  the  current  work  of  the 
!      co'jntry.    Therefore  we  should  face  the  thing 
boldly  while  it  is  yet  time.     They  are  not  the 
croaKers  who  urge  this  course.     The  fear  and 
I      the  cowardice  are   on  those  who,  seeing  the 
evil,  are  too  selfish  or  too  timid  to  face  and 
fight  it.    And  let  me  recall  to  the  House  the 
pleasure  with  which  they  listened  to  a  state- 
ment from   the  Government  benches  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session — that  for  the  future 
borrowing  should  only  be  for  railways.     It  was 
not  that  the  Government  did  not  wish  for  roads 
anil  other  necessary  works :  they  wanted  these, 
but  thoy  said  that  borrowing  was  to  be  for  rail- 
ways only.    Some  of  us  hailed  that  statement 
VI ch  the  greatest  delight.     We  thought  that 
now  the  Government  would  devise  some  other 
resource  for  making  roads ;  and  I  took  the  op- 
portunity of  moving  an  amendment,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  the  House  did  not  receive  so 
favourably  as  I  could  have  wished.   The  amend- 
ment was  suggested  to  me  by  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont — that,  if 
that  policy  were  carried  out,  the  Government 
must  de\ise  some   other  system    for    getting 
money  for  roads  and   bridges.      To  give  the 
»Dgg(:8tiori   point,  I    moved    my   amendment, 
which  honourable  members  did    not    receive 
yeiy  favourably,  but  upon  which  I  hope  they 
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will  yet  insist.  That  is  the  financial  policy  we 
desire,  and  which  the  country  as  a  whole  de- 
sires ;  and  I  believe  that  it  is  a  practical  policy 
if  the  Government  only  had  the  courage  to  take 
it  up.  Why  did  not  the  Government  take  it  up  ? 
It  might  cost  them  their  seats ;  but  what  are 
their  seats  in  comparison  with  a  reformation  of 
the  finances  of  the  country?  Some  Govern- 
ment will  one  day  have  to  face  this  difficulty, 
if  we  do  not.  The  necessities  of  the  case  will 
force  them  to  do  so.  My  strongest  sympathies 
were  with  the  present  Government,  and  I 
should  have  been  proud  to  see  them  attempt 
this.  I  should  have  been  proud  to  go  into  oppo- 
sition with  them  if  they  had  lost  their  places 
— just  as  proud  as  I  should  have  been  to  see 
them  successful  in  the  carrying-out  of  a  great 
policy.  They  might  have  failed ;  but  there  is 
honour  in  failing  as  well  as  in  success,  provided 
that  the  cause  be  a  good  one.  So  great  wais 
the  shock  sustained  by  the  pe6p1o  of  America, 
when  they  found  themselves  unable  to  pay 
interest  on  their  debt, — in  those  seven  States 
so  great  was  the  misery,  so  great  tlio  trouble 
caused, — that  from  that  day  thev  have  kept 
a  solemn  obligation  carefully  to  abstain  from 
incurring  any  debt  unless  at  the  time  that 
they  incurred  the  debt  they  made  special  pro- 
vision to  pay  interest  upon  it,  and  to  provide- 
for  paying  oS  the  principal.  There  is  hardly  a 
State  in  the  Union — I  think  I  may  say  that 
there  is  not  one — that  has  not  embodied  in  its 
Constitution  checks  which  prevent  the  State 
Legislature  from  incurring  any  debt  except 
under  the  most  stringent  conditions.  They 
have  power,  perhaps,  to  incur  a  small  debt, 
of  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  but 
not  one  farthing  more,  unless,  in  some  States, 
there  is  an  absolute  majority  of  two- thirds  in 
both  Houses  of  Legislature  agreeing ;  while 
in  other  States  a  proposal  to  borrow  has  spe- 
cially to  be  referred  to  the  people  for  ratifica- 
tion before  it  can  become  law.  The  most, 
complete  checks  are  thus  imposed  ;  and  the 
recollection  of  the  misery  through  which  they 
passed  maintains  those  stringent  conditions 
for  prohibiting  or  for  making  difficult  the 
incurring  of  debt  and  thus  mortgaging  to  the 
foreigner;  not  only  the  property,  laut  the 
bodies,  of  the  people  of  their  country.  We  talk 
of  serfs  in  this  House,  and  we  declare  that  wo 
are  free  ;  but  we  are  slaves  to  a  few  syndicatcy^ 
to  a  few  rich  people  in  London,  and  their 
displeasure  would  bring  upon  our  people  more 
trouble  than  anything  we  could  do  in  this 
House.  We  should  tremble  if  we  heard  that 
the  Bank  of  England  declined  to  inscribe 
our  debentures,  or  if  some  Rreat  caiMtalists 
declined  to  tender  for  our  loans.  \Vo  are 
absolutely  dependent  upon  them;  and  will 
any  one  say  that  this  is  a  right  position  for  a 
free  nation  ?  I  wish  I  could  say  to  the  House 
all  that  I  feel  when  I  think  of  these  great 
issues  ;  but  I  rise  to-night  with  more  hopo  and 
pleasure  than  I  have  experienced  for  many  a, 
day  in  this  House,  for  I  feel  that  tlic  dis- 
ruption of  party  ties  which  has  taken  place, 
and  which  I  have  heard  honourable  members 
lament,  is  really  a  source  of  hope— of  hope  that 


f» 


LocalBodies* 


[COUNCIL.] 


Loans  Bill. 


[July  21 


sew  parties  will  arise  and  devote  themselves  to 
the  immediate  and  urgent  question  of  putting 
on  a  sound  basis  the  affairs  of  the  country. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
•'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  21st  July,  1886. 


Virst 


—  Third  Beadlngs  —  Local  Bodies' 
IB  Bill-Counties  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PBA.TEBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Hutt  and  Pitone  Gas  Company  Bill,  First 
Offenders  Probation  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Cathedral  Site  (Parnell)  Leasing  Bill,  Haka- 
teramca  Racecourse  Reserve  Bill. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  it  will  he 
within  the  recollection  of  the  Council  that,  when 
clause  38  of  this  Bill  was  under  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Council,  a  certain  amend- 
ment was  effected  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  polled,"  and  inserting  "  which  can  be  exer- 
cised," thereby  providing  that,  if  the  number 
of  votes  in  favour  of  raising  a  loan  is  not  less 
than  three-fifths  of  the  total  number  that  can 
be  exercised  instead  of  the  number  polled,  then 
the  resolution  in  favour  of  the  proposal  shaJl  be 
deemed  to  be  carried.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  disagreed  with  the  amendment 
•so  made  by  the  Council,  and  the  reasons  are 
set  forth  on  the  Order  Paper  to-day  under 
Order  No.  4,  as  follow : — 

"  1.  That  the  amendment  will  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  the  real  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers. 

"  2.  That  the  expression  of  opinion  obtained 
will  not  be  fairly  representative  of  the  rate- 
payers if  the  words  after  *  votes ' — *  which  can 
be  exercised  ' — mean  the  total  number  of  votes 
on  the  roll,  independent  of  the  residence  or 
existence  of  the  voters. 

"8.  That  the  words  referred  to — namely, 
*  which  can  be  exercised ' — are  ambiguous. 

**  4.  That  a  vicious  principle  is  introduced  by 
the  clause,  by  allowing  the  votes  of  persons 
who  abstain  from  voting  to  bo  counted  as 
•opposed  to  the  proposal. 

*'  5.  That  by  the  clause  voting-power  is  given 
to  absentees,  and  to  persons  so  indifferent  to 
the  management  of  local  government  as  not  to 
take  the  trouble  to  record  their  votes. 

"  6.  That  it  is  unfair  to  the  resident  settlers, 
who  are  by  their  improvements  and  residence 
increasing  the  valuo  of  the  land,  if  the  resi- 
dents in  the  district  are  to  be  hampered  in 
their  colonizing  efforts  by  the  Legislature 
•declaring  that  the  votes  of  absentees  shall 
•count  against  them. 
Mr  ^oss 


"  7.  That  the  clause  as  passed  by  the  Hbom 
provided  ample  safeguard  against  undue  bor- 
rowing, and  affirmed  a  principle  that  has 
been  previously  recognized  by  the  Genersl 
Assembly." 

I  know  that  the  opinion  on  this  subject  is 
divided  in  the  Council ;  but,  in  order  to  go 
through  the  ordinary  form,  X  beg  to  move. 
That  the  Council  doth  agree  to  the  tanemA- 
ments  made  by  the  House  of  Representative! 
in  clause  38  of  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  opinion  of  this 
Council,  it  is  true,  is  divided  on  this  question; 
but  I  venture  to  say  it  is  very  unequally  di- 
vided,  and  that  there  is  a  very  large  majoxity 
of  the  Council  who  will  insist  upon  the  pre- 
servation of  the  principle  to  which  they  have 
agreed,  and  which  it  is  desirable  should  be 
introduced  in  all  measures  of  this  character- 
that  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
affected  by  a  proposal  to  borrow  money  shall  be 
obtained  before  the  loan  is  permitted  to  be 
raised.  The  reasons  which  are  given  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  for  disagieeing 
with  the  views  of  the  Council  on  the  matter 
bear  such  remarkable  evidence  of  having  been 
drawn  up  in  a  hurried  manner,  and  withont 
sufficient  consideration,  that  I  think  it  would 
be  almost  unfair  to  comment  upon  them  seria- 
tim,  or  to  say  more  than  that,  in  my  opinion, 
they  are  extremely  feeble,  and  are  capable  of 
receiving  a  very  complete  and  effective  answer. 
I  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  this 
Council  doth  insist  on  its  amendments  in 
clause  88  of  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  reasons  to  be  offered  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  Coundl  so 
insisting. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  Thst 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  iO. 
Bamicoat  Peacock  Reynolds 

Bonar  Peter  Scotland 

Buckley  Reeves  Shephard. 

Lahmann 

Noes,  26. 
Acland  Johnson,  G.  R.  Stevens 

Baillie-  Johnston,  J.      Swanson 

Bathgate  Mantell  Taiaroa 

Brandon  Martin  Walker 

Brett  McLean  Whitaker 

Dignan  Menzies  Wigley 

Eraser  Miller  Williamson 

Hart  Pollen  Wilson. 

Holmes  Robinson 

Majority  against,  16. 

Words  omitted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  157. — Special  rate  to  provide  for  in- 
terest and  sinking  fund  of  loan. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  HOLMES  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  words  *'  special  rates,"  at  the  end 
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<A  the  first  paragiaph,  "  not  exceeding  in  all 
fjhzee  iaithings  in  the  poimd  on  the  capital 
tahie.'* 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  Uie  words  proposed  to  he  inserted  he  so 
inserted." 

Ayes,  23. 
Bamicoat  Mantell  Stevens 

Brandon  Menzies  Swanson 

Bntt  Peacock  .  Taiaroa 

Dignan  Peter  Walker 

Raser  Pollen  Wigley 

Hut  Bohinson  Willie^ns 

Holmes  Shepfaard  Williamson. 

Johnson,  G.  B.  Shrimski 


Noes,  10. 

Bathgate            Lahmami 
Bonar                 McLean 
Bnnkley             MUler 
Johnston,  J. 

Majority  for, 
Words  inserted. 

Beeves 

Beynolds 

Whitaker. 

13. 

Gause  288.— Charitahle  aid. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moved,  That  the 
cltnse  he  struck  ont. 
The  Committee   divided    on   the  question, 
;    **  Tliat  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  12. 

Bathgate 

Buckley 

Dignan 

I      TialiTnAnii 

Martin 
Menzies 
Keynolds 
Shrimski 

Noes,  8. 

Swanson 
Taiaroa 
Whitaker 
Williams. 

,     B&micoat 
1     Hart 
,     Holmes 

McLean 

Miller 

Peter 

PoUen 
Wilson. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  289. — May  contrihute  funds  for  the 
establishment  of  agricultural  schools. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved.  That  the 
eltose  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  5. 

Bathgate 
Bucld^ 

Lahmann 
Beynolds 

Noes,  19. 

Taiaroa. 

Adand 

Banueoat 

ChambediQ 

Dignan 

Hart 

Hofanes 

McLean 
Menzies 

Miller 
Peacock 
Peter 
Pollen 

.  Scotland 
Shrimski 
Swanson 
Whitaker 
Williams 
Wilson. 

Martin 

Majority  against,  14. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clause  291. — May  establish  libraries,  Sec. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  the 
fiat  two  words  of  the  clause—"  The  Council " 
—he  fitmck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
•tand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  11. 
Bathgate  Hart  Pollen 

Bonar  Johnson,  G.  B.  Beynolds 

Buckley  Lahmann  Whitaker. 

Fraser  Menzies 

Noes,  16. 
Martin 
McLean 
Miller 
Peacock 
Peter 


Shrimski 

Swanson 

Wigley 

Williams 

Wilson. 


Adand 

Bamicoat 

Brett 

Chamberlin 

Dignan 

Holmes 

Majority  against,  5. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned   at   half-past   nine 
o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE   OF    KEPKBSBNTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  21st  July,  1886. 

Ann  Boberteon  —  Volunteers  —  Canterbui^  Unem- 
ployed —  Eaitangata  Belief  Fund  —  Mortgage 
£)ebontures  Act— Martin's  Bay  Commonication 
—  Queenstown-GIenorchy  Telephone — Hansard 
— Eaihu  Valley  Bsllway— Orana  Juries— JusticeR 
of  the  Peace— Stamp  Duties— Subsidies  to  Local 
Bodies— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pkaybbs. 

ANN  ROBERTSON. 

On  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  Ann  Robertson  being 
read. 

Sir  G.  -GREY  moved,  That  the  report  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  their  reporting  whether  Mrs.  Robertson 
ought  not  to  be  paid  her  expenses  in  coming 
down  to  prosecute  the  petition.  It  seemed  to 
him  that,  as  the  seat  of  Government  was  a 
great  way  removed  from  Auckland,  only  per- 
sons with  money  could  possibly  bring  petitions 
from  Auckland  and  attend  to  support  them; 
and  if  it  was  found  that  the  prayer  of  a  petition 
was  just  and  the  petitioner  entitled  to  relief  he 
thought  Government  might  fairly  allow  costs  to 
the  petitioner  of  presenting  the  petition. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  object  to  refer  the 
report  back  to  the  Committee;  but  he  was 
afraid  the  Conunittoe  might  lay  down  what 
might  turn  out  to  be  a  very  troublesome  pre- 
cedent, if  not  a  dangerous  one.  Had  the  lady 
succeeded  in  her  suit  it  would  have  been  a 
differont  matter;  but,  as  he  understood,  she 
had  lost  both  actions.  If  they  were  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  witnesses  of  unsuccessful  suitors 
for  every  adjournment,  the  Minister  of  Justice 
would  have  to  ask  for  several  thousand  pounds 
for  the  purpose  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE  said  it  was  true  the 
petitioner  did  lose  her  action ;  but  it  was  on 
some  technical  grounds  —  the  merits  of  tho 
case  were  entirely  in  her  favour.  But,  apart 
from  that  altogether,  it  was  on  account,  ho 
,  would  not  call  it  of  an  irregularity,  but  of  the 
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exoeptional  oiiomnstanoes  by  whioh  the  Judges 
were  not  able  to  carry  on  the  basiness  of  the 
Sujpreme  Court  in  the  ordinary  way,  that  the 
petitioner  had  been  put  to  extra  expense ;  skndj 
the  Committee  having  found  that  she  had  a 
substantial  cause  of  grievance,  and  having 
awarded  hex  a  substantial  sum  of  money,  he 
thought  it  was  only  fair  and  legitimate  that 
she  should  be  allowed  her  expenses  of  coming 
to  Wellington  and  following  up  the  petition. 
He  agreed,  therefore,  with  the  proposal  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  that 
the  report  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  order  that  they  might  reconsider 
this  matter.  Mrs.  Robertson's  case  was  excep- 
tional, and  she  had  been  hardly  used  through- 
out. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  desired  to  state  with  refer- 
ence to  this  case  that  all  the  circumstances 
had  been  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
opinion  embodied  in  the  report  had  been  arrived 
at.  Of  course  it  remained  with  the  House  to 
send  the  report  back  to  the  Committee  if  it 
thought  fit;  but  the  case  had  been  fully  in- 
quired into  and  carefully  considered. 

Mr.  FERGUS  wished  to  know  if  the  Chair- 
man  of  the  Petitions  Committee  meant  that 
the  Committee  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  expenses  the  lady  had  been  put  to  in  com- 
ing down  to  Wellington. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— No ;  but  all  other  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  this  case  was  a 
very  exceptional  one,  and  during  the  many 
years  he  had  been  in  Parliament  he  had  never 
heard  of  any  case  which  was  harder  than  that 
of  this  poor  woman.  He  hoped  that  if  there 
was  any  chance  of  doing  anything  in  the  way 
of  relief  for  her  it  would  be  done. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  all  these  cases 
would  be  exceptional.  He  knew  of  one  case 
in  which  a  petitioner  had  spent  over  £400  in 
connection  with  a  petition  oefore  the  House 
last  session,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  that  petitioner  would  come  forward,  and 
justly  so,  and  apply  to  have  these  expenses 
pud.  He  thought  that  they  would  be  esta- 
blishing a  precedent  which  might  turn  out 
very  awkward.  He  knew  nothing  about  the 
ease  itself. 

Mr.  PULTON  said  that  this  petition  was 
before  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  Chair- 
man some  time  ago,  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  hard  case.  It  was  owing  to  some  tech- 
nical objection  that  the  petitioner  was  pre- 
vented from  getting  substantial  justice,  and  he 
thought  that  the  House  and  the  Committee 
might  fairly  take  this  matter  into  consideration 
and  see  whether  they  could  not  grant  her  suffi- 
cient to  cover  her  expenses. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  that  he  was  one  of  the 
Committee  who  considered  this  case,  and  he 
quite  coincided  with  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  when  ho  said  that 
this  was  a  case  of  an  entirely  exceptional  cha- 
racter. He  quite  admitted  the  force  of  the 
Premier's  remark  when  he  said  it  would  esta- 
blish an  exceedingly  dangerous  precedent ;  but 
it  was  such  an  exceedingly  exceptional  case 
JIfr.  DargaviUe 


that  he,  for  one,  if  it  were  put  to  the  vote  oC 
the  House,  would  be  exceedmgly  glad  to  giv* 
the  unfortunate  lady  the  expenses  to  which  iha 
had  been  put,  because  he  recognized  that  it 
was  merely  owing  to  a  technical  error  that  sh* 
was  unable  to  obtain  justice  at  the  hands  o£ 
the  Court. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  Whether  the  long-service  medals 
for  Volunteers  which  were  promised  last  ses- 
sion have  been  ordered  ;  and,  if  not,  why  not^ 
also,  when  such  medals  are  likely  to  be  pre- 
sented ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  understood  to  say  that 
designs  for  the  medals  had  been  sent  in,  and 
that  they  would  be  presented  in  a  month  or  two. 

CANTERBURY  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  there  are  any  public  works 
within  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury, 
provided  for  on  the  estimates  for  public  works,, 
the  contracts  for  whioh  could  be  let  ac  onoe^ 
in  order  that  a  large  number  of  men  at  present 
out  of  work  in  that  part  of  the  colony  may  be 
employed  upon  such  works?  This  question, 
concerned  the  colony  at  large.  In  the  part  of 
the  colony  to  which  his  question  referred  they 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  wealth  in  the 
shape  of  unemployed  labour,  and  he  was  de- 
sirous of  seeing  it  utilized  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony.  If  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  carry  out  any  works  which  might  be 
allotted  to  that  part  of  the  colony  at  once,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  tiding  over  the  present 
difficulty  to  a  great  extent,  and  he  thought 
there  was  every  indication  that  before  manj 
months  this  want  of  employment,  which  had 
continued  so  long  amongst  them,  would  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  when  tha 
estimates  were  put  through  the  House  any  con- 
tracts that  could  bo  put  in  hand  would  be  let. 
The  matter  of  the  unemployed  was  being  care- 
fully watched  by  the  Government. 

KAITANGATA  RELIEF  FUND. 
:Mr.  DARGAVILLE  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  ho  will  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  legislative  enactment  during  the 
present  session  for  the  application  of  a  portion 
of  the  unused  sun^lus  of  the  Kaitangata  Relief 
Fund  towards  relioving  the  distress  caused  by 
the  recent  volcanic  eruption?  There  was 
now  a  large  sum  of  money,  amounting  to 
£13,000  or  £14,000,  to  the  credit  of  the  Kai- 
tangata Relief  Fund.  This  fund  represented 
contributions  from  all  parts  of  the  colony  in 
aid  of  those  who  wcro  suficrcrs  by  the  colliery 
accident  there  years  ago.  Ho  was  credibly 
informed  that  every  legitimate  claim  iipon  that 
fund  had  been  fairly  satisfied  in  the  past,  and 
that  the  interest  now  derivable  from  the  prin- 
cipal was  more  than  sufficient  to  provide  for- 
those  few  persons  who  were  fairly  entitled  to 
moderate  annual  contributions  from  it.  The 
result  was  that  the  fund  was  annually  increas- 
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ing,  whOe  the  demands  upon  it  were  dimiiiish- 
ing.  II  that  state  of  things  were  to  continue, 
is  a  number  of  years  this  fund  would  have 
ftcenmnlated  to  a  very  large  amount  ind'^od, 
and  legislative  enactment  would  be  absol)i  ^ely 
necesauy  in  order  to  divert  it  to  some  legiti- 
mate purpose.  Some  time  ago  inquiry  was 
made  as  to  whether  a  portion  of  the  fund  could 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  sufierers  by  the 
'*Tfiiaroa"  disaster;  but  it  was  then  found 
that  legislation  would  be  necessary  before  any 
part  of  the  fund  could  be  diverted  from  the 
object  for  which  it  was  originally  subscribed. 
In  view  of  these  circumstances,  and  of  the 
disaster  which  had  lately  occurred,  he  hoped 
ihe  Premier  would  be  able  to  give  an  affirma- 
tiTC  replv. 

Sir  R,  STOUT  did  not  see  his  way  to  pro- 
pose legislation  on  the  subject,  and  did  not 
think  it  would  be  a  right  thing  to  do  unless 
introduced  as  a  private  Bill,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  sulbscribers.  Unless  that  were 
done  Parliament  should  not  interfere  with  the 
disposal  of  money  subscribed  for  a  special 
^ject.  It  was  for  the  subscribers  to  say  how 
Ike  fund  should  be  disposed  of ;  and,  if  they 
wanted  to  change  its  purpose,  they  could,  after 
holding  a  meeting  and  applying  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  divert  the  fund  under  the  ezistirj 
law.  But  without  the  consent  of  the  sub- 
scribers he  did  not  think  Parliament  should  do 
anything. 

MORTGAGE  DEBENTURES  ACT. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
How  many  transactions  have  taken  place 
under  "The  Mortgage  Debentures  Act,  1885  " 7 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  unable  to  say  how  many 
transactions  had  taken  place,  but  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  introduced  at  the  solicitation  of 
persons  who  wished  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Act,  would  be  to  cause  it  to  be  much  more 


MARTIN'S  BAY  COMMUNICATION. 
Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
"Works,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  all  communi- 
cation with  Martin's  Bay  has  been  cut  off  by 
le&son  of  several  landslips  on  the  Greenstone 
track ;  and  if  he  will  give  instructions  to  have 
&e  road  made  passable  as  early  as  possible  ? 
"^is  subject  had  been  brought  up  many  years 
a^o,he  believed,  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers.  These  people  were  frequently 
cut  o£[  from  all  communication  with  the  outer 
world,  except  once  in  six  months  by  a  steamer. 
There  were  only  two  tracks  to  the  coar  , — that 
'by  Roatebum  and  that  by  Greenstone  — and 
the  former  was  alv/ays  closed  for  montlis 
during  the  winter  by  snow.  He  had  received 
&  letter  from  the  settlers  in  that  district,  ask- 
ing \m.  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  the  track  opened,  so  that  they 
'^^i  get  supplies  to  keep  them  during  the 
wmter,  and  also  to  enable  them  to  send  their 
*^^  to  market  in  the  Lakes  district.  He 
^ted  the  honourable  gentlemasn  would  be 
*ble  to  give  a  &vourable  answer. 


Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  no  definite  in- 
formation had  reached  the  Government  on  the 
subject,  and  until  he  saw  the  notice  on  the 
Order  Paper  he  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
it.  He  had  taken  steps  to  ascertain  what  had 
taken  place ;  and  if  the  honourable  member 
had  correspondence  which  would  give  informa- 
tion, and  would  give  the  department  the  benefit 
of  it,  the  Government  might  see  their  way  to 
expend  the  £200  now  on  the  estimates  for  the 
purpose  suggested.  Last  year  £150  had  been 
voted,  but  it  was  not  expended. 

QUEENSTOWN-GLENORCHY  TELE- 
PHONE. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  to  construct  a  telephone-line  between 
Queenstown  and  Glenorchy  ?  Some  time  ago 
a  number  of  residents  in  the  district  proposed 
to  the  department  and  guaranteed  to  pay  7  pev 
cent,  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  construction  of 
the  line,  and  there  were  some  gentlemen  now 
willing  to  give  that  guarantee  for  ten  years. 
The  district  was  growing  very  rapidly,  there  was 
a  considerable  number  of  small  farmers  in  it, 
the  mining  coromunity  was  prosperous,  and  the 
district  was  a  great  resort  of  tourists,  both 
from  within  and  without  the  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  question  had  been 
brought  before  the  House  in  two  previous  ses- 
sions by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  line 
would  be  very  costly— -some  £2,000— and  it  would 
entail  the  employment  of  an  ofQcer  at  about 
£150  a  year.  He  could  do  nothing  this  year, 
but  after  this  year  he  would  be  disposed  to  do 
the  work,  provided  the  County  Council  agreed 
to  give  a  subsidy  of  £250  per  annum  for  at 
least  ten  years  ;  otherwise  the  department  did 
not  see  its  way  to  carry  out  this  work,  which 
would  be  a  very  expensive  one,  and  at  present 
would  not  serve  a  large  population. 

HANSARD. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  make  arrangements  whereby 
Hansard  may  be  transmitted  beyond  New  Zea- 
land at  the  same  rate  of  postage  as  is  payable 
on  newspapers?  Hansard  was  mailed  free 
within  the  colony,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  it 
could  be  sent  beyond  the  colony  on  the  same 
terms ;  but,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  the  next 
best  thing  would  be  to  allow  each  number  to 
be  sent  on  the  same  terms  as  newspapers — Id. 
each. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Hansards  of  the 
other  colonies  and  the  Mother-country  were 
not  franked  abroad,  and  to  pro\'ide  for  franking 
the  New  Zealand  Hansard  abroad  would  have 
the  appearance  of  conceit  on  the  part  of  the 
colony,  as  if  the  New  Zealand  Hansard  was 
entitled  to  superior  consideration  to  the 
Hansards  of  other  countries.  The  postage  on 
Hansard  to  Europe  was  now  4d.,  and  there- 
fore to  reduce  it  to  Id.  would  involve  a  loss  of 
3d.  on  every  copy  sent  by  the  services  paid  for 
according  to  results.  Of  course  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service  was  carried  on  for  a  lump  sum ; 
but  if  the  Hansard  copies  were  sent  by  the 
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dixeot  steamers  at  Id.  each  it  would  involve  a 
loss  to  the  revenue,  and  to  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  agree  unless  the  honourable  gentle- 
man induced  the  House  to  carry  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  it,  when  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  MAOANDREW  said  he  should  take  no 
further  steps,  but  did  not  see,  when  newspapers 
were  sent  for  Id.,  why  Han$ard^  which  did  not 
weigh  so  much,  should  not  be  sent  at  the  same 
cost. 

KAIHU  VALLEY  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUOKLAND  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  they  have  entered  into  any 
negotiations  with  respect  to  debentures  autho- 
rized to  be  issued  by  the  Kaihu  Valley  Railway 
Company  owners  under  section  25  of  "The 
District  Railways  Purchasing  Act,  1885  ;  "  and, 
if  so,  with  whom  ?  On  the  15th  April,  1885,  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  being  Chen  in  Auck- 
land, was  interviewed  by  a  number  of  persons 
interested  in  the  railway,  who  asked  to  be  re- 
lieved of  certain  disabilities,  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  the  Government  could  not 
agree  to  any  proposals  to  grant  further  conces- 
sions. As  reported  in  D.-6c  of  the  Appen- 
dices— "The  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  said  he  felt 
assured  the  Government  would  be  averse  to 
entertaining  any  proposals  which  would  involve 
the  granting  of  further  concessions  to  the  com- 
pany." He  asked  this  question  because  it  was 
reported  that  special  concessions  were  to  be 
made,  and  some  members  of  the  House  were 
directly  interested  in  the  matter.  Had  any 
concessions  now  been  granted  which  were  re- 
fused at  that  time?  Possibly  the  honourable 
gentleman  intended  to  lay  further  papers  on 
the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  negotiations  had 
been  going  on  since  the  end  of  last  session  be- 
tween the  Government  (through  himself)  and 
the  directors,  but  no  concessions  at  all  had 
been  made.  The  matter  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Crown  Law  Officers,  and  as  soon  as  they 
reported  that  the  company  had  complied  with 
the  terms  of  the  Act  he  should  authorize  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  guarantee  the  debentures 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

GRAND  JURIES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  the  Government  intend  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  abolish  Grand  Juries  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  on  the  subject  this 
session.  Considering  the  stage  of  the  session 
and  the  condition  of  business,  it  would  be 
useless  to  do  so. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  his  question  was  not 
confined  to  this  session. 

Mr.  TOLE  could  only  speak  of  this  session ; 
but  he  would  be  glad  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

JUSTICES  OP  THE  PEACE. 
Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  the  Government  will  allow  members  of  the 
House  to  inspect   the   papers  at  the  public 
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offices  containing  the  names  of  the  seyexal 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  colony,  the  date» 
of  their  appointments,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  upon  whose  recommendation  they  w«xe 
so  appointed?  He  was  induced  to  ask  this 
question  because  he  had  been  told  by  memhen 
of  the  House  that  their  recollection  coincided 
with  his  own,  that  the  Premier  told  the  House 
on  one  occasion  that  members  had  the  right  to 
go  down  to  the  office  and  get  this  information  ; 
and  he  had  been  much  surprised,  therefore,  the 
other  day,  on  putting  the  question  in  another 
form^  to  be  told  that  giving  the  information 
would  be  extremely  irregular,  as  it  was  some- 
thing uiiprecedented. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that,  speaking  from  his  own 
recollection,  he  did  not  remember  the  Premier 
saying  what  the  honourable  gentleman  alleged 
he  hsbd  said,  and  he  did  not  think  it  likely  that 
Jie  had  made  any  statement  of  the  kind.  He 
had  no  objection  to  furnish  the  honourable 
gentleman  with  a  list  of  the  names  and  of  the 
dates  of  the  appointments,  because  they  could 
be  got  from  the  Gazette,  As  to  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  question,  he  had  already  given  an 
answer  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  contrary  to  precedent  if  the  Government  af- 
forded any  further  information  in  the  direction 
suggested.  He  had  therefore  to  reply  that  the 
Government  could  not  accede  to  the  request 
contained  in  the  last  part  of  the  question. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  The  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
might  laugh ;  but  that  would  not  prevent  him 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  doing  his  duty.  Ho  belonged  to 
that  side  of  the  House  which  thought  a  very 
wrong  thing  had  been  done.  He  understood 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  invitation  given, 
one  honourable  gentleman  did  go  down  to  the 
offices  and  inspect  the  papers. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR,  in  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  adjournment,  said  he  had  a  perfect 
recollection  of  this  matter.  The  Prenuer 
stated  in  the  House  that  every  Justice  of 
the  Peace  who  had  been  appointed  had  been 
recormnended  to  the  Government  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House;  and  he  said,  at  the  saaae 
time,  that  if  any  one  chose  to  go  down,  to 
the  Government  Buildings  he  might  see  the 
recommendations  on  which  the  appointments 
had  been  made.  In  consequence  of  that» 
he  went  down  and  obtained  the  name  of 
the  member  upon  whdse  recommendation  a 
certain  Justice  of  the  Peace  —  whose  ap- 
pointment he  (Mr.  Macarthur)  considered 
disgraceful  —  had  been  made.  He  admitted 
that  he  could  not  find  any  record  in  Etan- 
sard  of  what  the  Premier  had  said.  Why 
that  was  so  he  did  not  know.  Perhaps  the 
statement  might  have  been  made  in  Com> 
mittee.  But  his  memory  was  entirely  with 
that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  in  respect  to  this  matter.  The  Govern- 
ment last  session  distinctly  stated  that  any  one 
might  go  down  and  get  the  information;  and 
now,  this  session,  the  Llinister  of  Justiee-  re- 
fused to  give  the  information.  It  might  be  a 
wise  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  not 
to  desire  to  give  the  names  of  those  pexsans 
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who  had  recomraendccl  tlje  appointment  of 
poisons  03  Justices ;  bat  the  policy  of  tho 
QoTemmcnt  ought  to  bo  continuous  in  this 
respect,  and  he  did  not  understand  why 
thej  should  say  one  thing  one  session  and 
aaother  thing  another  session.  It  seemed  to 
him  that,  ii  the  Government  were  not  ashamed 
of  the  appointments  they  had  made,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  giving  up  tho  names 
of  those  persons  who  had  recommended  the 
appointments.  He  did  not  say  the  informa- 
tion should  be  given  where  the  recommenda- 
tions had  not  been  acted  upon,  because  it 
WBs  quite  right  that  tho  Government  should 
seek  local  information  as  to  the  qualifications 
oi  persons  whom  it  was  proposed  to  appoint, 
and  it  would  be  a  most  invidious  thing  to  make 
public  recommendations  against  any  person; 
but  in  cases  where  the  information  had  been 
of  a  favourable  character  —  and  it  must  be 
assumed  that  the  information  was  favourable 
^hcre  the  appointments  were  made  —  ho  did 
not  see  what  objection  the  Government  could 
have  10  allowing  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
who  made  the  recommendations  to  become 
known. 

Mr.  BRUCE  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Manawatu  was  somewhat  mistaken. 
Ho  hr.d  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  Govem- 
meiit  saying  that  each  Justice  of  tho  Peace  had 
been  appointed  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
member ;  but  if  his  memory  served  him  aright 
it  was  tho  Minister  of  Justice  who  had  made 
the  bUatement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  ho  could  not  charge 
his  memory  with  having  made  the  statement 
which  had  been  attributed  to  him  ;  but  if  any 
member  of  tho  House  was  certain  that  he  had 
made  the  statement  he  could  only  say  that  it 
must  have  had  reference  to  some  special  ap- 
pohitment  that  had  been  brought  under  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— No  ;  it  was  a  general 
statement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  could  only  say  that  he  had  no 
recollection  of  it.  This  information  was  always 
treated  as  confidential.  Of  course  the  dates  of 
the  appointments  were  made  public,  because  tho 
appointments  were  gazetted ;  but  he  thought 
that  if  the  recommendations  on  which  appoint- 
ments were  made  were  to  be  open  to  inspection 
the  Govoniment  would  soon  find  that  there  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  getting  such  informa- 
tion. The  communicatious  were  generally  re- 
garded ,is  confidential. 

3Ir.  BRYCE  said  that  the  difficulty  which 
occurred  to  him  was  this :  He  did  not  dispute 
that  the  position  now  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  a  proper  one,  but  he  thought  that  on 
a  former  occasion  they  went  too  far  in  the  op- 
posite direction.  He  did  not  recollect  what  the 
rtemier  had  said  last  session — perhaps  he  was 
not  in  the  House  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke — but  his  recollection  was  very  dis- 
tinct as  to  what  tho  Minister  of  Justice  had 
aaid  this  session.  He  said  distinctly  that  no 
appointments  had  been  made  except  upon  the 
^commendation  of  members  of.  that  House, 
^ow,  the  weakness  of  that  was  a  weakness  per- 


fectly common  to  tho  Government.  It  waft 
seeking  to  divest  the  Governmont  of  its  respon- 
sibility, and  to  cast  it  upon  members  of  the 
House;  and  that  was  where  the  honourable 
gentleman  erred. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  his  remark  was  not  at 
all  made  for  the  purpose  of  divesting  the  Go- 
vernment of  responsibility;  but  it  was  urged 
that  the  appointments  were  not  justifiable, 
and,  to  show  that  the  Government  had  not 
acted  without  due  care,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
appointments  were  in  nearly  every  case  recom- 
mended by  a  member  of  the  House.  In  reply 
to  what  the  honourable  member  for. Manawatu 
had  said,  he  could  only  state  that,  so  far  as  he 
was  aware,  the  Government  had  never  intimated 
that  any  one  might  go  down  to  the  Buildings 
and  get  information  as  to  who  had  recom- 
mended the  various  persons  who  had  been 
appointed.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  his  authority  to  go  down  to  the  officers  of 
his  department  and  ask  for  this  information; 
and  if  he  had  known  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  going  on  such  an  errand  he 
would  have  stopped  him.  It  would  have  been 
much  better,  ho  thought,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  seen  him  on  the  subject  before 
going  down. 

Mr.  MAGARTHUR  said  that  the  Premier 
distinctly  stated  that  members  might  go  and 
get  the  information. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  tho  Premier  denied  it» 
and  the  honourable  member  for  V/aitotara  said 
he  did  not  recollect  the  Premier  making  the 
statement.  Ho  {Mr.  Tole)  certainly  did  not 
recollect  the  Prosier  making  any  such  state- 
ment, nor  had  he  made  it  himself. 

Mr.  MAGARTHUR  wished  to  say,  in  per- 
sonal explanation,  that  ho  was  certain  the 
statement  had  been  made ;  and  he  might  add 
that  he  should  never  hp.ve  dreamed  of  going 
down  to  the  offices  for  tho  information  unless 
the  statement  had  been  made  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  quite  sure  that  the  Pre- 
mier did  not  make  the  statement  attributed  to 
him.  Ho  recollected  tho  circumstances  under 
which  the  question  arose,  and  ho  remembered 
that  the  remark  made  applied  to  a  specific  case, 
and  it  was  said  that  information  would  be  given 
if  asked  for.  He  thought  that  tho  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  could  confirm  his  recollec- 
tion in  that  respect. 

Mr.  LEVESTAJil  said  that  all  ho  recollected 
was  what  the  Minister  of  Justice  had  said  thift 
session ;  but,  even  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  and  he  himself  did  not  hoar  the 
statement  that  tho  honourable  member  for 
Manawatu  said  was  made,  that  did  not  prove 
that  the  statement  was  not  made.  However, 
the  Premier  denied  having  made  the  state- 
ment, and  his  denial  should  bo  taken.  For 
himself,  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  Go- 
vernment would  permit  to  be  made  public  con- 
fidential communications  of  that  nature. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  he  had  a  perfect  recol- 
lection of  the  statement  having  been  made 
to  the  House ;  but  which  Minister  made  the 
statement  he  was  not  sure.  He  contended  that 
he  was  justified  in  asking  the  question,  and 
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that  the  Minister  of  Justice  should  not  have 
oharacterized  it  as  he  had  done.  He  thought 
the  information  ought  to  be  given.  It  was  a 
matter  for  regret  to  him  that  the  Government 
had  taken  the  course  which  they  had  taken  in 
this  matter. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  Premier  for  an  ex- 
planation of  a  return  of  stamp  duties  which 
had  recently  been  published.  From  this  re- 
turn it  appeared  that  the  total  of  stamp  duties 
for  the  Wellington  Provincial  District  was  about 
three  times  the  amount  collected  in  any  of  the 
other  provincial  districts.  In  Canterbury  they 
amounted  to  £62,000;  in  Auckland,  to  some 
£40,000  or  £50,000;  in  Otago,  to  £72,000; 
whereas  in  Wellington  they  amoimted  to 
£297,000.  He  could  hardly  believe  that  there 
was  so  much  conveyancing  and  mercantile 
work  done  in  Wellington  that  the  stamp  duties 
paid  there  amounted  to  almost  more  thcui 
those  in  all  the  other  provinces  put  together. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  explanation  was  very 
simple.  The  sum  referred  to  was  not  paid  by 
the  people  in  the  Wellington  Provincial  Dis- 
trict. Banks,  public  companies,  and  private 
individuals  were  in  the  habit  of  buying  stamps 
in  Wellington.  The  revenue  derived  from  this 
source  was  put  down  to  the  Wellington  Dis- 
trict, although  the  sums  were  used  in  other 
ports  of  the  colony. 

SUBSIDIES  TO  LOCAL  BODIES. 
On  the  motion  of  Ur.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing  the  name  of  each  County  Council, 
Borough  Council,  Road  Board,  and  Town  Board 
subsidized  last  year  under  "  The  Local  Bodies* 
Finance  and  Powei-s  Act,  1885  ;  "  also  showing 
the  amounts  received  by  each  County  Council, 
Borough  Council,  Road  Board,  and  Town 
Board  under  '*  The  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and 
Powers  Act,  1885,"  from  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act  to  the  30th  June,  1886. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

ADJOUENED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— Sir,  I  understand  that 
this  debate,  although  nominally  a  debate  on 
the  Loan  Bill,  is  really  a  debate  on  the  whole 
of  the  public  works  policy  of  the  Government. 
Unfortunately,  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
was  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
there  was  so  much  noise  going  on  that  I  could 
not  catch  what  he  said.  I  should  like,  there- 
fore, to  know  whether  what  I  imagine  to  be 
the  case  is  correct ;  for  it  will  considerably 
modify  what  I  have  to  say.  I  understand  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment, in  dealing  with  the  celebrated  £1,094,000 
of  liabilities  so  much  talked  of  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  altogether  forgot  it  and 
left  it  out  of  account  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Treasurer  admits  that  he  said  that.  I  hear 
nothing  from  the  Treasury  benches  denying 
that  admission,  and  therefore  I  must  conclude 
Sir  O,  Qrey 


that  it  was  made,  and  that  the  Govern TTMBit  . 
forgot  the  paltry  sum  of    something  over  (ft 
million  pounds  in  the   Financial    StatemflilA 
they  laid  before  the  House.    I  should  like  % 
denial  or  admission  of  the  fact,  and,  &s  X 
neither,  I  must  take  it  that  silence  gives 
sent.     Therefore  I  must  assume  that  it 
forgotten. 

Mr.  LARNAOH.— He  said  nothing  of    th« 
sort. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— -Then  the  Govemmeal 
did  not  forget  the  £1,094,000  of  liabUities  «ft 
against  £768,000  to  the  credit  of  the   PabUe 
Works  Fund  on  the  31st  March  last.     Now  w* 
know  what  to  go  on  with.     The  Treasurer  Sm^ 
tinctly  asserted  that  there  was  £768,780  at  tJw 
end  of  March  last  to  the  credit  of  this  fund, 
plus  £60,780  due  by  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  for  advances  to  that  railway.      Thw 
gives    something    like    £800,000  available   for 
works  other  than  railways.     I  shall  next  pro^ 
cced  to  consider  how  far  the  Statement  which 
we  are  now  discussing  bears  that  view  out; 
because  I  hold — and  it  has  been  asserted   not 
once,  but  a  dozen  times,  and  it  has  never  been 
fairly  disproved  by  the  Government — that  there 
was  no  such  surplus ;  that  the  liabilities  swal- 
lowed it  all  up.      The   salient  point   of   this 
Public  Works  Statement  is  that,  instead  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund  being  to  the  bad,  it 
is  to  the  good.    That  statement  is  distinctly 
made ;  and  I   shall  endeavour  to  show    that 
these  accounts  are  cooked,  if  that  is  a  parlia- 
mentary expression.    I  do  not  want  to  weaiy 
the  House  by  going  through  all  the  details  of 
the   Statement.    No  doubt  every  honourable 
member  has  done  that  for  himself,  and   has 
been  able  to  admire  the  way  in  which  tho  pea 
goes  from  one  thimble  to  another.     However, 
the  general  result  of  the  Statement,  as   it  is 
shown  to  us,  is  that  we  shall  have  for  under- 
takings  other  than  railways  a  sum  of  £1,100,000 
to  vote  during  the  next  two  years.     How  does 
the    honourable    gentleman    make  that  out? 
First    of    all,    without    any  previous  warning 
whatever,  there  is  a  sum  of  £202,145  of  Native 
liabilities  set  on  one  side  altogether.    It  is  put 
down  as  a  liability  in  the  table  attached  to  the 
Financial  Statement;    but,  of  course,  having 
found  out  a  small  mistake  of  nearly  £1,100,000 
in  tho  Financial  Statement,  it  had  to  bo  made 
up  in  some  way,  and  this  was  a  very  easy  way 
of  getting  rid  of  £200,000  of  it.    The  Native 
Department  is  one  which  is  not  much  looked 
into,    and    is    not    very   well    understood    by 
honourable  members ;    but  it  appears  to   nae, 
as  a  matter  of  business,  that  it  is  very  pccaliar 
that  a  sum  of  £202,000  should  bo  set  down  as  a 
liability,  which  we  are  afterwards  told  can  be 
set  aside.    If  that  is  the  case,  we  should  have 
been  told  that  it  was  so  when  the  Financial 
Statement  vyas  brought  down.    It  would  have 
been  very  easy  to  append  a  note  to  the  table 
saying  that,  although  this  was  a  liability,  still 
the  House  need  not  regard  it,  as  it  was  for 
Native  liabilities,  which  probably  would  not  re- 
quire to  be  met  during  the  currency  of  this  loan. 
But,  I  say,  to  get  rid  of  £200,000  in  the  way 
this  has  been  got  rid  of  is  not  fair  to  the  House, 
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because  we  are  told  one  thing  in  the  Financial 
SUtonent  and  another  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement.     In  the  Financial   Statement  we 
are  told  that  it  is  a  liability,  and  in  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  we  are  told  that  it  is  not 
a  liability  at  all  for  present  purposes.    Then, 
d  coarse,  the  liabilities  on  account  of  rail- 
ways were  naturally  thrown  on  the  loan.    It 
was  very  easy  to  do  so,  and  I  shall  not  dispute 
it;  for,  of  coarse,  if  I  did,  the  Government 
would,  no  donbt,  be  able  to  show  good  reiisons 
for  their  having  taken  that  course  :  still,  I  fully 
believe  that  at  the   time   the  Statement  was 
brought  down  this  £387,000  of  liabilities  for 
railways  was  never  taken  into  account  at  all  as 
being  chargeable  against  the  new  loan,  but  was 
in  reahty  forgotten  altogether.    However,  there 
seems  to  be  some  justification  for  charging  it 
on  the  new  loan,  and  I  shall  sav  no  more  upon 
the  matter.    That  gets  rid  of  iiiearly  £000,000 
of  the  £1,094,000  of  liabilities.    We  now  come 
to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Loan — that 
unfortunate  loan  which  seems  to  be  tiie  beast 
of  burden  for  the  whole  colony,  and  which  lias 
to  be  charged  with  all  sorts  of  items  in  order 
to  make  up  the  defects  in  the  Statement  of  the 
Government.  In  connection  with  this  there  is  a 
Jum  to  be  recouped  to  the  Public  Works  Fund 
of  £60,780  when  the  loan  is  raised.     In  looking 
into  that  matter  I  find  this  peculiarity  :  that 
in  the  Statement  the  alleged   expenditure  is 
ii60,780;  but  according  to  Table  C  attached  to 
the  Public  Works  Statement  the  contracts  let 
Me  set  down  at  £106,708.    Now,  if  from  that 
Mnount  we   deduct    the    liabilities,     n.imcly, 
£84,267,  outstanding  on  the  31st  March,  there 
is  left  a  balance  of  £22,441  actually  paid  on 
account  of  contracts  for  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line  up  to  the  31st  March  last.     DediicLing  the 
^2Ml  which    was    actually    paid   from    the 
iW.im,  we  have  a  balance  of  £38,339.   Now,  I 
do  not  quite  see  how  the  Government  account 
for  that  expenditure.     I  know  there  has  been  a 
considerable  expenditure  in  the  way  of  surveys, 
but  that  will  not  account  for  any  considerable 
portion  of  this  sum.    It  may  account  for  about 
i7,000of  it,  and  that  is  about  as  much  as  it 
will  do;  and  I  should  like  to  know  what  has  be- 
come of  the  remaining  £30,000  odd.     Of  course 
it  is  well  known  to  the  House  and  the  country 
that  a  considerable  expenditure  has  been  going 
on  in  snagging  the  Wanganui  River,  and  making 
K»ds  from  that  river,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose 
of  connecting  it  with  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line,  and  with  the  view,  it  is  said,  to  help  the 
construction  of  the  line  by  enabling  the  mate- 
rial to  be  brought  to  the  central  contract,  so 
that  the  whole  line  can  be  carried  on  together. 
I  admit  that,  if  the  policy  at  first  proposed  by 
the  Government   had    been   carried  out  and 
if  the  whole  line  was  to  be  completed  in  three 
or  five  years,  there  would  be  some  justifica- 
tion for  expenditure   on    highways,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Government  to  finish  the  cen- 
^  contract  while  work  is  going  on  at  both 
<jd8  of  the  line  at  the  same  time ;  because 
wiey  could   not  finish  the  line  within  three 
01  five  years  unless  they  carried  out    some 
of  the  difficult  works  in  the  centre  first.    But, 


so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  not  only  as  regards 
this  railway,  but  other  railways,  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  no  intention  of  finishing  this  line 
in  anything  like  five  years:  I  say  five  years, 
because  I  believe  that  was  the  outside  limit  the 
Government  put  for  the  construction  of  this 
railway  in  the  session  of  1884,  when  they  took 
office.  That  is  now  over  two  years  ago.  Two 
3'ears  out  of  five  have  gone,  and  we  have  only  a 
few  miles  of  the  line  constructed,  and  if  we 
are  to  go  on  at  this  rate  it  will  not  be  ten  or 
twenty  years  that  will  see  the  line  finished. 
Setting  aside  all  other  difficulties  that  may 
prevent  the  construction  of  the  line,  at  the 
rate  of  progress  the  Government  seem  to 
think  proper  it  will  take  that  time  to  con- 
struct.' Whatever  advantage  there  maybe  in 
snagging  the  Wanganui  River,  and  in  making 
roads  there,  they  are,'  in  a  sense,  local  works, 
and  works  that  have  no  right  to  be  done  out  of 
the  loan  appropriated  or  to  be  appropriated 
specially  for  this  great  work — the  North  Island 
Trunk  lino.  The  money  is  being  diverted  to 
purx>oscs  it  was  never  intended  for  when  the 
line  was  authorized,  and  for  which  there  is  no 
justification,  unless  the  line  were  being  pushed 
on  at  a  rate  of  speed  that  it  is  not  being 
pushed  on  at,  and  that  there  is  no  intention 
to  push  it  on  at.  I,  of  course,  am  dealing  with 
conjecture  a  great  deal  in  this  matter,  because 
I  see  there  is  this  amount  of  money  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  less  only  the 'cost  of  survey;  and 
I  sliall  be  glad  to  hear  an  explanation  that 
it  has  been  spent  in  some  more  legitimate 
manner  than  snagging  the  Wanganui  River, 
and  doing  other  works  that  are  open  t«  the 
suspicion  of  being  done  for  a  constituency  and 
not  for  a  main  work.  There  is  £100,000  set  down 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  land  along  this  line. 
The  Native  Minister  last  night  said,  if  I  have 
taken  down  his  words  correctly,  that  it  was 
only  intended  to  cover  the  expenditure  for  the 
present  year,  although  in  the  Statement  it  is 
said  the  amount  is  proposed  to  bo  expended 
during  the  next  two  years.  I  take  it  that  the 
process  of  obtaining  these  lands  will  increase  as 
time  goes  on,  and  that,  if  land  worth  £80,000 
were  obtained  this  year,. it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that,  with  the  greater  progress  mado  in  the 
coming  year,  a  great  deal  more  than  .£80,000 
will  be  required  for  buying  land  along  the  line  ; 
hut  it  appears  that  £80,000  is  to  be  sufiicient 
this  year,  and  one-fourth  of  that  amount  next 
year,  if  that  amount  is  spent  at  all.  I  do  not 
quite  work  out  my  figures  in  the  same  way  as 
is  done  in  the  tables  which  the  ^Minister  for 
Public  Works  has  submitted  to  us.  No  doubt 
the  mistake  is  mine  :  I  do  not  assume  that  I 
am  correct  in  tho  matter ;  but  I  notice  this, 
and  should  like  to  be  corrected  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  I  am  wrong,  in  order  that  I  may 
see  where  the  discrepancy  arises :  It  is  a  very 
small  matter,  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
£16,455  of  liabilities  is  charged  upon  the  General 
Purposes  Loan,  while  the  ^linister  for  Public 
Works'  tables  show  that  it  is  £20,000.  It  ifl 
only  a  matter  of  £3,000  or  £4,000,  but  I  should 
like  to  be  shown  that  I  Jim  wrong  in  assuming 
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that  £16,455  shoald  have  been  cbatged  upon 
**  general  purposes  *'  instead  of  £20,000.  So  it 
appears  to  mc,  as  the  Statement  reads : — 

**  On  this  basis  the  liabilities  at  present  exist- 
ing on  account  of  land-purchases  along  this  rail- 
way, which  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about 
£20,000,  out  of  the  £36,455  of  actual  liabilities 
on  account  of  Native-land  purchase,  will  be- 
come a  charge  against  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan." 

That  is  to  say,  £20,000  is  charged  against 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  while  £16,455 
is  charged  against  allocation  out  of  loan  for 
general  purposes.  Well,  taking  that  £16,455, 
I  only  make  out  £771,700  available  for  gene- 
ral purposes.  That  may  be  a  mistake  of  mine, 
but  I  should  like  this  explained.  Now,  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  in  dealing  with  this 
matter  of  liabilities  and  the  assets  he  has  against 
them,  has,  as  I  have  shown,  first  of  all  put 
£202,145  for  that  Native-land-purchase  vote, 
and  now  ho  comes  to  make  up  his  assets  he 
adds  £60,780,  which  is  a  legitimate  recoupment 
from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  ;  but  there 
is  a  serious  matter  of  £290,000,  which  is  trans- 
ferred from  some  account  which  has  not  been 
in  before  —  the  rolling-stock  account  —  and  is 
now  charged  against  the  railways  to  be  con- 
Btructcd.  Well,  that  charge  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  very  unprecedented  one;  but  I  believe  it  is  an 
unprecedented  thing  for  a  Ministry  to  get  rid 
of  a  whole  million  of  liabilities ;  and  to  do  that 
they  have  to  resort  to  some  unprecedented 
expedients.  They  bring  into  charge  £290,000 
for  material  they  have  in  the  colony,  and  they 
charge  that  against  railways  set  aside  for  con- 
struction, and  on  which  a  very  small  portion 
of  this  material  can  be  used  for  some  time  to 
come.  If  they  were  going  to  get  these  railways 
constructed  right  out  of  hand,  and  if  the  loan 
were  sufficient  to  construct  the  railways  and 
finish  them  o£E,  they  might  have  some  justifica- 
tion for  saying,  **  These  railways  are  to  be  con- 
structed within  two  years,  and  therefore  we 
shall  have  to  supply  rolling-stock,  sleepers,  and 
rails  from  stock  we  have  had  in  hand,  and  we 
charge  them  in  advance,  because  we  are  deal- 
ing with  two  years'  accounts."  But,  according 
to  the  votes  which  they  have  proposed,  there 
is  no  chance  of  a  great  many  of  these  railways 
they  propose  tc  construct  being  finished  to  such 
a  point  as  to  require  rails,  sleepers,  and  roll- 
ing-stock within  the  two  years  with  which  this 
Loan  Bill  deals ;  and  therefore  I  hold  that  this 
charge  of  £290,000  is  only  an  expedient,  and  an 
expedient  not  justified  by  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  or  the  facts  of  the  case,  but  only 

i'ustified  by  the  necessity  they  were  under  from 
laving  made,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  a 
Statement  which  can  only  be  characterized  as 
a  Statement  which  would  disgrace  any  Govern- 
ment that  pretended  to  have  a  master  of 
finance  in  its  midst.  Of  course,  the  inter- 
esting point  to  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment— and,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  interesting 
point  to  the  Government  themselves — is  what 
they  are  able  to  hold  out  to  their  supporters  as 
coming  in  the  future,-:-what  they  are  able  to 
Mr,  Macarthur 


say  to  those  gentlemen  is  available  for 
works,  available  to  be  voted  as  the  Honift 
pleases,  and  as  their  supporters  please,  in  direc* 
tions  palatable  to  their  friendfl,  and  which 
will  strengthen  the  support  those  gentlemen 
give  to  the  Government.  I  think  that  is  tha 
policy  which  has  been  very  consistently  icA^ 
lowed  out  by  this  Government,  and  I  take  it 
that  that  is  really  the  gist  of  the  whole  State- 
ment. They  put  it  thus :  *'  If  we  can  only  say  to 
those  gentlemen  and  make  them  believe  that 
we  have  so  much  to  spend,  then  their  votes 
will  be  assured,  and  we  shall  have  a  mneh 
more  secure  position  than  if  they  thought 
there  was  nothing  to  vote  except  what  has  ac- 
tually been  allocated."  Now,  there  is  aooiioos 
discrepancy  between  the  Ministers  themselves 
as  to  the  amount  so  available.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  said  last  night  that  there  would  be  next 
year  £568,000  over  and  above  the  liabilities 
outstanding  in  1886-87.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
made  that  statement,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  in  his  own  belief  he  is  correct.  He 
is  an  ex-Colonial  Treasurer,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  has  had  a  good  deal  to  say  in  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government ;  and  what 
he  says  on  a  matter  of  this  kind  most  be  ac* 
ccpted  by  this  House  with  a  great  deal  of  re> 
spect  and  consideration.  Then,  we  have  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  is  directly  re- 
sponsible for  this  Statement,  giving  a  totally 
different  sum.  He  says  that  the  sum  will  be 
£379,860  available;  and  in  another  part  he 
says  that  there  will  be  available  for  voting  for 
absolutely  new  works  other  than  railways 
£326,865,  in  addition  to  re- voting  the  liabilities, 
amounting  to  £495,705.  That  is  to  say,  the 
Native  Minister  says  it  will  be  £568,000,  and 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  £897,860.  That 
is  only  a  discrepancy  of  a  small  matter  to  them 
—a  ilinistry  that  omits  £1,000,000  may  very 
well  bo  excused  for  inconsistency  in  such  a 
small  matter  as  that.  The  Statement  of  the  , 
Minister  for  Public  Works  says,  "It  will  be 
seen  that  we  shall  have  available  for  voting  for 
absolutely  new  works,  other  than  railways,  a 
sum  of  £623,855,  in  addition  to  re- voting  the 
liabilities  on  the  same,  amounting  to  £495,705." 
Talcing  the  tables  giving  a  summary  of  services 
chargttablo  on  the  Public  Works  Fund,  leaving 
out  the  item  railways  £1,273,400,  we  find  that 
there  will  bo  a  liability  on  the  31st  March  next 
of  £160,500  on  roads,  £8,600  on  waterworks  on 
goldiields,  £62,500  on  public  buildmgs,  and 
£13,100  on  lighthouses,  &c.:  in  all,  £244,700 
outstanding  on  the  31st  March  next.  So  that 
it  is  clear  that  these,  being  authorized,  will 
bo  liabilities.  Now,  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  says  that  if  they  let  the  contracts  these 
sums  can  appear  as  liabilities,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  appear  as  liabilities  on  the  31st 
March  next,  and  we  must  take  this  £244,700 
out  of  the  amount  said  to  be  at  Ministers*  dis- 
posal for  new  works.  So  that  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  can  take  what  comfort  they  can 
out  of  that  fact.  To  that  £244,700  outstanding 
in  March  next  may  be  added  £75,000,  the  sub- 
sidy to  local  bodies.  If  honourable  members 
will  turn  to  page  11  of  the  public  works  esti^ 
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mates  they  will  see  the  proportion  of  the  sub- 
sidies to  local  bodies.    It  was  estimated  there 
would  be  required  for  this  purpose  this  year 
£50|000,  and  the  amount  to  be  authorized  is 
£75,000.  Well,  Sir,  the  Treasurer  has  distinctly 
stated  that  he  will  pay  three-fourths  of  the  sub- 
tidies  to  local  bodies  within  the  financial  year, 
and  will  leave  one-fourth  to  stand  to  the  30th 
June  next.    The  subsidies  are  estimated  to  be 
£75,000,  and,    of   that  amount,  three  -  fourths 
comes  to  £56,250 — I  have  the  exact  figures 
here.    If  you  add  the  liabilities  which  must 
be  paid,  £25,868,  to  three-fourths  of  the  £75,000, 
you  wiU  find  that  a  great  deal    more   than 
£50,000  will  be  required.    It  is  to  some  extent  a 
matter  of  estimate,  but  I  make  it  £81,118.     At 
the  end  of  the  Statement  a  hope  is  expressed 
that  the  Government  proposals  for  charging 
school-buildings  to  local  loans  will  be  approved 
oi    That  is  one  hope  that  has  certainly  been 
dashed  to  the  ground.      The  House  has  clearly 
shown  that  it  will  not  allow  the  onus  of  provid- 
ifig  for  school- buildings  to  be  thrown  on  local 
bodies,  and  the  Government  may  make  up  their 
minds  next  year  that  they  will  have  to  provide 
another  £55,000  for  school-buildings ;  and  that 
will  have  to  be  added  to  the  other  sums  which 
will  be  practically  committed  to  next  year's  ex- 
penditure.  That  will  make  £311,200,  which  will 
wave  available  for  this  class  of  items  £80,000. 
That  is  the  total  amount  that  the  Government 
may  look  to  as  available  for  expenditure  next 
year.    I  believe  they  will  derive  very  little  com- 
fort even  from  that  small  amount,  because  I 
maintain  that  some  amount  of  the  £200,000 
for  Native-land  liabilities — unless  it  is  a  bogus 
liability— must  come  in  for  expenditure  during 
the  current  year.   Now,  having  shown  that  this 
Mlient  feature  of  the  Public  Works  Statement 
—that  is  to  say,  representing  to  the  supporters 
of  the  Govenmient  that  there  will  be  a  large 
som  at  their  disposal  for  new  works  next  year 
—is  altogether  a  sham,  and  that  the  amount  is 
only  one-tenth  of  what  is  represented,  I  should 
like  to  deal   with  one  or  two  of  the  railways 
•cheduled  in  the  Loan  Bill.    I  am  led  to  do 
10  partly  by   what  fell   from   the   honourable 
iDffliber  for  Waitaki.    I  would  not  take  much 
notice  of  what  he  said  if  the  Premier  had  not 
cheered  him,   although   his    statements  wore 
contradictions   of  what  the  Premier  had  pre- 
viously said  himself.     The  honourable  member 
for  Waitaki  was  criticising  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  said,  and  stated  that 
ttat  honourable  gentleman's  speech  answered 
flie  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
fotera,  and  that  they  neutralized  one  another. 
He  is  quite  excusable  for  what  he  said,  because 
w  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying  that  he  did  not 
know  much  about  the  subject;  and  his  speech 
tiwroughly  proves  it.    He  criticised  the  remarks 
S**de  by  the  honourable  member  for  Napier 
on  two  railways  of  which  that  gentleman  had 
fecial  knowledge,  one  being  in  his  own  dis- 
trict and  the  other  known  to  him  in  his  former 
capacity  of  Minister  for  Public  Works.    The 
^■MJurable  member  for  Waitaki  made  some 
yy  absurd  statements  upon  those  railways. 
-He  Mid,  to  begin  with,  that  the  Otago  Central 


and  Napier-Palmerston  lines  would  cost  some, 
thing  like  three  millions  of  money. 

Sir  R,  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.  — Well,  he  said  two  or 
three  millions.  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  the 
Government  the  odd  million,  if  they  like.  He 
said  it  would  take  two  millions  to  complete 
them  to  a  paying  point.  Now,  the  Premier 
cheered  that  statement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No  ;  you  are  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  MAC  ARTHUR.— Of  course,  if  the 
Premier  distinctly  denies  it,  I  am  bound  to 
accept  his  statement;  but  I  took  particular 
notice  at  the  time  that  he  did  cheer  the  state- 
ment. He  was  so  anxious  to  give  heart  to  his 
supporter  that  he  cheered  him  right  through, 
and  did  not  particularize  the  statements  he 
wished  to  cheer — whether  they  were  correct  or 
not.  His  supporter  was  answering  a  dangerous, 
opponent,  and  that  was  all  he  cared  for.  What 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  said  was 
that  it  would  cost  two  millions  to  bring  those 
two  railways  to  a  paying  point,  and  that,  if 
such  an  amount  had  to  bo  paid  on  those  two 
railways,  it  would  involve  a  corresponding 
amount  being  spent  on  all  the  railways  through- 
out the  colony,  so  that  tho  amount  we  should 
require  to  borrow  would  come  up  to  a  very 
large  sum  —  probably  as  much  as  the  ten 
millions  that  the  Government  got  the  credit 
of  intending  to  propose.  Well,  in  the  first 
place,  it  is  unfair  to  club  these  two  railways 
together.  One  is  a  short  one  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  miles,  while  the  other  is  of  great 
length.  I  will  deal,  first  of  all,  with  the  one 
I  know  most  about — the  Napier-Palmerston. 
Railway.  That  railway  is  about  fifteen  miles  in 
length,  and  it  connects  the  railways  on  the 
east  and  west  coasts  of  this  Island.  It  runs 
through  the  ]Manawatu  Gorge  for  four  and  a 
half  miles  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  the 
country  in  the  Gorge  itself  is  utterly  unpro- 
ductive. But  at  the  entrance  to  the  Gorge, 
and  after  the  railway  goes  through  it,  the 
land  is  as  fertile  as  any  in  New  Zealand,  and 
it  is  likely  to  support  a  largo  population  in 
future.  In  addition,  it  is  a  timber  country,  and 
a  large  timber  trafiic  will  spring  up  at  once  as 
soon  as  tho  railway  is  made.  A  proof  of  that 
was  adduced  last  night  by  the  honourabla 
member  for  Napier.  He  showed  that  the  rail- 
way on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Gorge  paid 
£4  ISs.  6d.  per  cent. ;  and  the  connection  of 
that  railway  with  the  other  system  would  not 
only  keep  up  that  percentage  but  would  in- 
crease it.  He  admitted  that  the  construction 
of  the  railway  would  bo  expensive,  but  it  was 
only  a  short  line,  and  the  whole  cost  would  not 
exceed  £150,000.  It  would  therefore  be  seen 
that  it  was  very  unfair  to  club  that  railway 
with  the  Otago  Central,  which  would  cost 
nearly  two  millions.  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
Otago  Central  being  made  up  to  a  paying  point, 
and  I  voted  against  the  amount  being  struck 
off  last  year.  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  so 
much  money  to  lie  dead  in  this  railway,  and  I 
should  like  to  aae  more  spent,  to  make  it  repro- 
ductive. I  have  no  less  an  authority  than  the 
Premier  for  saying  that   tho   Otago  Central 
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-Railway  would  be  one  of  the  most  reproductive 
in  the  colony.  I  remember  a  very  eloquent 
speech  which  he  made,  but  which  was  not  re- 
ported. The  Hansard  reporters  were  worn  out 
•with  work,  and  I  remember  distinctly  the  look 
of  great  disappointment  on  the  Premieres  face 
when  ho  found  that  that  speech  had  not  been 
reported  for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents. 
However,  a  r€sumi  of  that  speech  was  after- 
wards put  in  Hansard;  and  this  is  what  the 
Tromier  said,  in  effect : — 

"  Mr.  Stout  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago  for  many  years, 
and  knew  that  land  had  been  sold  and  settled 
-on  the  understanding  that  the  Otago  Central 
-line  would  be  completed.  The  vote  was  largely 
for  bridges,  and  if  the  line  were  not  completed 
the  settlers  would  come  to  the  House  for 
'Compensation  or  relief.  He  asked  honourable 
members,  before  next  session,  to  visit  the  land 
through  which  this  line  would  pass.  He  had 
himself  visited  the  East  and  West  Coast  Rail- 
^wa;/  route,  and  also  that  through  which  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  would  pass, 
-as  well  as  other  proposed  lines,  and  he  did 
not  believe  there  was  better  land  now  open 
for  settlement  in  the  whole  of  New  Zealand 
than  that  in  the  centre  of  Otago.  The  best 
wheat  that  he  had  ever  seen  in  the  course  of 
'his  life  was  that  grown  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
WansLka.  If  the  line  was  not  pushed  on  to  the 
Taieri  a  breach  of  faith  would  be  committed 
with  the  settlers,  who  would  have  no  market 
for  their  produce,  as  there  was  no  main  road 
along  the  route." 

If  I  required  to  be  convinced  of  the  merits  of 
the  Otago  Central  line  I  should  be  convinced 
lay  that  eloquent  speech.  But  I  was  surprised 
last  night  when  I  heard  the  Premier  cheer  his 
supporter  when  he  spoke  in  derogatory  terms 
of  the  Otago  Central  line. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  MAC  ARTHUR.— Now,  the  Premier  made 
another  statement  last  night  that  I  was  sur- 
prised to  hear.  No  doubt  he  was  somewhat 
irritated  by  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier— a  cutting  and  irritating  speech, 
I  admit,  from  an  opponent.  The  Premier  inter- 
jected that  the  Manawatu  Gorge  line  was  a  new 
line.  That  is  not  a  new  statement  of  the  Pre- 
mier's, because  he  made  the  saane  statement 
—according  to  the  newspapers — to  a  deputa- 
tion which  waited  upon  him.  I  cannot  suppose 
that  the  Premier  is  ignorant  that  the  ver>'  first 
public  works  proposal,  the  very  first  Railways 
Act  passed,  I  believe,  included  the  line  through 
the  Gorge.  It  is  true  that  about  eight  miles  of 
it,  on  the  West  Coast  side  of  the  gorge,  is  new  : 
that  is,  the  junction  with  the  West  Coast  line 
is  to  be  at  Palmerston  instead  of  at  Bunny- 
thorpe,  because  the  grades  and  the  formation 
are  easier.  Therefore  it  can  only  to  that  ex- 
tent be  said  to  be  a  new  line.  It  most  certainly 
is  not  a  new  lino  except  as  to  the  point  of 
junction,  because  every  one  who  knows  the 
geography  of  the  North  Island  must  know  that 
it  is  utterly  impossible  to  change  the  route  of 
the  line  connecting  the  East  and  West  Coast 
railway  systems — ^the  connecting  line  must  go 
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through  the  Gorge;  therefore  any  statemeuft 
that  it  is  a  new  line  is  incorrect.  The  linft 
through  the  Gorge  was  proposed  in  the  ozigiiial 
public  works  policy,  and  it  ought  to  haveoeflA 
made  long  ago  by  the  Government ;  and  if  ii 
had  been  made  the  West  Coast  line  would  not 
now  be  yielding  so  small  a  net  return  as  12s.  108L 
per  cent.  One  reason  for  this  small  return 
is,  as  stated  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Work^ 
that  there  has  had  to  be  a  large  expenditora. 
owing  to  the  inferior  timber  used  on  some 
of  the  bridges  when  the  railway  was  made. 
For  that,  of  course,  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  not  to  blame.  But  the  reason 
why  the  line  does  not  pay  better  is  becanaey 
though  it  runs  through  the  richest  district  in 
the  colony,  it  cannot  take  the  produce  of  that 
district  to  an  outlet.  Timber  is  the  greatest 
product  along  that  railway,  but  the  railway 
can  only  take  that  timber  to  the  small  porte 
of  Foxton,  Wanganui,  or  New  Plymouth  ;  and 
from  those  ports,  which  do  not  admit  large 
vessels,  freights  are  so  high  that  the  West  Coa«t 
saw-millers  cannot  compete  with  those  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  If  the  railway  were  con- 
nected with  a  harbour  like  that  of  Wellington  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  line  would  be  one  of 
the  best-paying  lines  in  the  colony.  As  an  illos- 
tration  of  what  I  am  saying  I  may  state  that 
the  line  from  Foxton  to  New  Plymouth  is  191 
miles  long,  and  the  traffic  returns  on  it  last 
year  amounted  to  £68,141.  Of  this,  £15,551, 
rather  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  total,  was 
derived  from  less  than  a  ninth  part  of  the 
line  —  the  twenty  miles  between  Palmerston 
and  Halcombe  —  that  is,  the  timber  district. 
What  I  am  advocating  is  that  if  the  line  were 
constructed  through  the  Grorge,  and  the  railway 
systems  of  the  East  and  West  Coasts  connected, 
this,  with  the  connection  with  Wellington  by 
the  Manawatu  line  —  which  will  shortly  be 
accomplished — ^would  make  the  present  Fox- 
ton-New  Plymouth  line  pay  much  better  than 
it  does  now.  The  Grovemment  have  not,  in 
this  respect,  pursued  the  policy  which  they 
professed  when  they  took  office.  When  the 
present  Grovemment — that  is,  practically  the 
same  Government — ^first  took  office,  in  1884, 
one  of  the  cardinal  features  of  their  declared 
policy  was  to  connect  the  eastern  and  western 
lines  through  the  Gorge.  They  promised  that 
it  should  be  done  at  once — that  it  should  be 
pushed  on  with  vigour,  and,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier  told  us  last  night,  they 
promised  him  that  it  should  be  pushed  on  ana 
completed  in  a  little  over  two  years.  Ever 
since  the  Government  have  been  in  office 
we  have  been  waiting  to  see  this  line  pushed 
on.  I  was  greatly  disappointed  at  seeing  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  Table  A,  the 
following :  **  Napier  -  Palmerston — Liabilities, 
£28,643 ;  amount  to  be  expended  this  year« 
£40,000."  This  leaves  only  some  £16,500  to 
be  spent  on  the  Gorge  line  during  this  year,  and 
this  for  a  work  the  five  miles  of  which  it  has 
been  estimated  will  cost  £20,000  a  mile.  Of 
course,  that  is  making  no  adequate  provision 
for  a  speedy  connection  of  the  two  railway 
systems;   but  it  mil  rather  be  treating  the 
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ezpeoditoie  as  the  expenditure  on  the  Otago 
CentEBl  has  been  treated :  that  is,  a  large  sum 
of  nioney  will  be  lying  unproductiye  because 
the  work  is  not  completed.  There  can  be  no 
traffic  in  the  Gorge  itself,  and  there  can  be  no 
jwtnza  from  the  expenditure,  till  the  two  lines 
axe  connected.  Kow,  I  would  just  like  to  say 
award  or  two  more  here  with  regard  to  the 
Otago  Central  line  and  the  attitude  of  the 
Premier  towards  it.  I  was  rather  surprised  at 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  last  night 
in  the  House  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki  was  speaking,  and  my  surprise  was 
increased  when  I  recalled  what  the  Premier 
had  so  eloquently  said  in  favour  of  the  line  last 
yeac,  and  what  he  said  to  his  constituents 
sobsequently.  Addressing  his  constituents  in 
Ponedin after  the  session,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber told  them  what  he  had  done  for  the  Otago 
Central.  I  have  taken  the  words ;  I  will  quote 
from  the  report  of  the  Dunedin  Evening  Herald 
--a  paper  supposed  to  be  favourable  to  the  Go- 
venunent,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  said,  as 
10  often  is  said  when  quotations  are  made  from 
nports  in  papers  opposed  to  the  Government, 
fliat  the  report  was  a  biassed  one.  The  Pre- 
mier is  reported  to  have  said,  **  Well,  Captain 
Bossell^s  motion  was  carried  ;  but,  happily  for 
Otago — I  shall  not  tell  you  how  it  occurred,  but 
I  joucan  imagine  it — she  did  not  fare  so  badly." 
Kow,  taken  in  conjunction  with  all  the  cir- 
cnmstances  surrounding  the  passing  of  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawkc's 
Bay,  this  statement  is  very  peculiar.  On  the 
11&  September  last  year,  when  the  motion 
was  proposed,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
told  the  House  the  sums  that  could  be  taken 
off  the  votes  proposed  for  different  lines  if 
the  motion  were  carried ;  and  as  to  this  par- 
I  tieizlar  line  he  said  £70,000  could  be  taken  of!. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said,  according  to 
fiMuard,— 

"Going  down  a  long  distance,  and  omitting 

a  somber  of  small  items  by  the  way,  we  come 

to  the  Otago  Central,  and  there,  if  the  honour- 

aUe  member's  motion  were  carried,  there  would 

j      haw  to  be  a  reduction  of  about  £70,000." 

The  motion  was  carried;  and  three  days 
bier,  when  the  House  was  in  Committee,  the 
hoDoorable  gentleman  was  asked  to  tell  the 
House  what  the  commitments  were  in  regard 
to  each  line,  and  he  told  us  that  the  commit- 
ments on  the  Otago  Central  were  such  that,  in- 
itead  of  taking  £70,000  off  the  proposed  vote, 
only  £25,000  could  be  taken  off  —  apparently 
Ml  increase  of  £40,000  in  the  commitments  in 
ti^e  interval.  This  fact,  taken  in  conjunction 
vitii  the  Premier's  statement  in  Dunedin, 
which  I  have  quoted,  is  a  very  peculiar  one  ; 
ud  Uie  impression  it  mode  on  my  mind  was 
*hat  in  the  mterval  the  Premier  had  "  worked 
the  oracle,"  as  it  is  termed,  to  put  the  Otago 
Cenkial  line  in  a  bettor  position  as  to  the 
pKopoud  reductions  thsku  the  other  lines.  I  do 
^  lay  the  honourable  gentleman  did  it,  but 
I  flay  the  different  statements  by  the  Minister 
mi  Public  Works,  tiUcen  in  connection  with  the 
^l^goa^e  afterwards  used  by  the  Premier  in 
-^^^UDfi^jftre  calculated  to  give  that  impression ; 


and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  did  do  so  the- 
transaction  was  one  that  does  not  redound  tO' 
his  credit  by  any  means.  The  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  no  right  whatever  to  use  his 
position  and  the  influence  of  that  position 
specially  in  favour  of  a  district  of  which  he  is. 
one  of  the  representatives.  I  am  not  accusing 
the  Premier  of  doing  this,  but  it  is  certainly 
a  matter  open  to  explanation— and  that  is  the 
impression  it  made  on  my  mind.  The  se- 
quence of  facts  and  statements  seems  to  show 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  something 
special  for  the  benefit  of  the  Otago  Central 
line  in  the  interval  between  the  proposing  of 
Captain  Bussell's  motion  and  the  taking  of 
the  votes  in  Committee  of  Supply,  for,  in 
the  interval,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  first 
statement  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
the  commitments  on  the  line  had  increased 
by  £40,000,  and  therefore  the  vote  could  only 
be  reduced  by  £25,000,  instead  of  £70,000. 
Well,  it  looked  very  suspicious ;  but  I  was 
anxious  to  give  the  Premier  credit  for  not 
having  done  anything  of  the  kind.  I  stated 
before,  and  I  say  again,  that  any  gentleman 
who  has  risen  to  the  high  position  to  which  he 
had  risen  would  not,  at  any  rate  ought  not  to», 
stoop  to  such  a  thing.  I  therefore  satisfied  my 
curiosity  by  looking  up  the  contracts  let  by  the- 
Public  Works  Department  about  that  time». 
and,  taking  the  Otago  Central,  I  find  that 
there  were  no  contracts  let  —  and  I  assume 
that  the  returns  give  accurate  information  as 
to  the  contracts  let — which  would  at  all  corre- 
spond with  the  11th  or  13th  September,  when 
Captain  Bussell's  motion  was  carried  and  sup- 
ply was  voted.  Nothing  took  plaoe,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  in  the  letting  of  contracts  about  this, 
date  that  would  account  for  that  difference 
between  the  commitments.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  that  the  contracts  on  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral were  not  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  way^. 
and  I  carmot  see  any  evidence  that  the  Premier 
had  done  something  of  the  kind  for  which  ha 
was  trying  to  gain  credit  when  he  addressed 
his  constituents.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  did- 
do  anything  of  the  kind ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  he  was  speaking  then  to  a- 
Dunedin  audience,  perhaps  having  in  mind 
the  probability  of  an  election  that  was  then., 
believed  to  be  forthcoming.  Now,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  the  Premier's  explanation  of  this 
matter.  I  should  like  to  hear  on  which  of  the 
two  horns  of  the  dilemma  which  I  have  stated 
he  chooses  to  rest,  because  it  appears  to  me 
that  he  must  either  admit  that  ho  did  some- 
thing which  is  not  befitting  a  Premier  of  this 
colony  to  do,  or  else  he  was  endeavouring- to 
gain  credit  from  his  constituents  for  a  thing 
which  he  had  never  done.  There  are  the  two 
alternatives  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
choose  from,  and  I  should  very  much  like  to- 
hear  his  explanation  on  the  point.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  on  the  public  works  policy 
of  tho  Government,  beyond  this  :  that  they  seem 
to  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  the  Public 
Works  Statement  to  got  rid  of  the  difficulty  in 
which  they  had  been  placed  by  the  arrears  in 
tho  Financial  Statement.    They  have  managed. 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bin, 


[JutiTtt 


to  patch  up  that  difficnltj  about  the  liabilitiefl — 
they  have  cooked  the  aocoonts  so  as  to  show 
that  the  liabilities  do  not  exist ;  but  it  is  well 
known  throughout  the  House  and  the  country 
that  those  liabilities  were  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  the  Public  Works  Statement,  and 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  discovery 
which  was  then  made  that  the  delay  occurred 
in  bringing  down  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
the  object  being  to  account  in  some  way  or 
mother  for  the  deficiency  which  really  existed. 
The  discrepancy  has  been  accounted  for  in  a 
way  that  is  utterly  unjustifiable — by  payments 
being  thrown  over  into  the  next  financial  year, 
by  things  being  brought  into  account  that  never 
were  brought  into  account  before,  and  that 
would  not  have  been  brought  into  account  now 
if  this  mistake  had  not  been  made.  The  State- 
ment as  it  stands  is  supplementary  to  the 
Statement  of  the  Treasurer :  perhaps  "  supple- 
mentary "  is  not  exactly  the  word  to  be  used, 
because  really  it  is  contradictory  ;  but  it  is 
still  supplementary  so  far  as  it  tries  to  excuse 
an  inexcusable  mistake  made  by  the  Treasurer 
in  ignoring  altogether  immense  liabilities.  I 
should  like  to  say  just  a  word  or  two  with 
regard  to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  loan. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  loan  is  to  bo  mode  the 
milch-cow  for  the  colony,  and  that  everything 
that  cannot  be  got  rid  of  in  any  other  way  is 
to  be  put  on  to  this  loan.  The  sums  necessary 
for  making  roods  into  the  interior,  for  snagging 
the  Wonganui  River,  for  purchasing  land  on 
commission  at  2d.  per  acre,  as  was  pointed 
out  last  night — everything  of  that  kind  is  to  be 
heaped  upon  this  unfortunate  loan,  and  we  are 
not  to  have  even  the  miserable  consolation  of 
knowing  that  the  Grovemment  are  going  to 
fulfil  their  promises  in  respect  of  this  railway 
as  to  getting  it  through  in  five  years.  We 
might,  perhaps,  put  up  with  these  things  if  we 
only  knew  that  the  line  would  be  finished 
within  the  promised  time.  But,  by  so  much 
as  the  funds  are  diminished  by  the  purchase  of 
land  not  readily  sold  will  the  line  be  delayed, 
and  by  so  much  will  the  object  the  House  had 
in  view  when  it  authorized  this  line  be  de- 
feated. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— The  public  works  policy 
of  the  Government  has  evoked  considerable 
criticism,  mild,  indeed,  in  character,  but  still 
amounting  to  a  hostile  attack.  Now,  Sir,  after 
carefully  considering  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment, OS  expressed  in  their  Public  Works 
Statement,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
these  proposals,  although,  as  it  has  been  justly 
said,  they  do  not  carry  out  the  policy  which 
the  Government  originally  initiated  when  they 
took  office,  yet  do  carry  out  the  policy  which 
at  this  time  in  New  Zealand  finds  favour  with 
the  great  mass  of  the  electors  throughout  the 
<50untry ;  and  I  think  that,  in  a  democritic 
country  like  this,  where  the  House  expresses 
the  changing  views  of  the  multitude,  and 
where  the  Government  express  the  views  of  the 
House,  the  greatest  praise  that  can  be  bestowed 
upon  the  Government  is  that  they  really  ex- 
press the  wish  for  the  time  being  of  the  people 
of  the  country.  I  take  it  that,  in  a  country  like 
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this,  with  damoezaiio  institntioas,  and  when 
there  an  many  facilities  for  pablie  opinkn 
expressing  itself,  the  old  idea  that  the  Gormsm- 
ment  moves  the  coontry— that  it  directs  tiw 
policy  of  the  country— is  exploded.  The  real 
function  of  the  Government  now  is  to  throw 
itself  on  the  crest  of  the  wave.  The  wave  must 
be  there  in  order  that  there  shall  be  any  more- 
ment  in  the  country.  Were  the  Government  to 
attempt  to  force  the  country  according  to  their 
way  ot  thinking,  then,  assuredly,  under  tiie  in- 
stitutions we  possess,  they  would  speedily  difl- 
cover  that  their  efforts  would  result  in  fallnze, 
and  disaster  to  themselves.  When  this  Govern- 
ment took  office  they  came  into  the  bnsiness 
like  a  youth  with  high  aspirations  who  is  going 
to  regenerate  society.  He  knows  nothing  abont 
society,  and  he  finds,  as  is  very  often  the  caBO, 
that  the  force  of  circumstances  is  too  much  for 
him,  and  finally  he  settles  down'  in  very  mnelr 
the  same  groove  as  that  in  which  people  have 
lived  before  him  for  years.  Now,  the  Govemmesit 
did  not  fully  realize  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  did  not  fully  realize  the  difficulties  which 
would  meet  them  if  they  attempted  to  cazry 
out  the  magnificent  policy  which  they  initiated 
when  they  took  office.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier,  in  speaking  earlier  in  this 
debate,  criticised  the  Government  because  they 
had,  as  he  said,  demoralized  parties.  I  am. 
sorry  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  go 
more  into  detail,  because  I  should  like  to  know 
what  party  existed  in  this  House  before  tilie 
Government  took  office,  and  therefore  xrhat 
party  they  could  demoralize.  When  another 
Government  was  on  those  benches,  and  a  no- 
confidence  motion  was  moved,  the  Opposition 
had  to  select  a  member  who,  till  then,  at  any 
rate,  had  not  held  any  distinguished  position. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  was  the  whip  of  the 
party. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— But  it  is  not  usually  the 
function  of  the  "  whip  "  to  lead  in  a  no-oonfi- 
dence  motion.  The  reason  why  he  was  selected 
was  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  party  exist- 
ing in  the  House  worthy  of  the  name.  The 
Opposition  then  consisted  of  a  number  of  hete- 
rogeneous sections,  but  there  was  no  pckrty 
capable  of  being  called  an  Opposition ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  good  many  of  those  who 
supported  the  Government  supported  them,  not 
because  they  liked  them,  but  because  they 
were  the  Gbvemment.  For  a  long  time,  ever 
since  this  House  took  up  the  public  woAs 
policy,  the  whole  question  in  Parliament  has 
been.  Who  shall  administer  the  loan  fund  ?  The 
whole  question  has  been  as  to  whether  a  sufS- 
cient  number  of  districts  were  so  satisfied  with 
the  distributors  of  the  loan  fund  as  to  give  them 
a  majority  in  this  House.  Aud  if  this  Honse 
committed  "  the  happy  despatch,"  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  suggested,  I 
think  we  should  find  that  the  same  various 
voices  would  speak  at  the  poll  which  spoke  at 
the  last  general  election.  We  should  again 
have  the  same  heterogeneous  elements,  the 
same  absence  of  any  party-lines  in  the  next 
House,  as  have  occurred  in  this  House.  We 
have  heard  during  this  debate  the  usual  cri- 
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tioism  of  the  bonowing  policy.    Well,  I  think 
th&t  we  borrow,  not  because  this  person  or  that 
peison  or  this  party  or  that  party  desires  it, 
out  because  the  great  mass  of  the  electors  at 
the  poll  have  expressed  a  desire,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident that  they  would  express  the  same  desire 
•gain,  that  this  country  should  borrow.    That 
is  why  we  borrow ;  and  we  shall  cease  to  borrow, 
not  when  a  particular  Government  wishes  to 
do  so,  bnt  when  the  inconvenience  that  arises 
from  borrowing  comes  home  to  the  great  mass 
of  the  electors.    At  the  present  time  the  great 
body  of  the  electors  think  that  the  benefits  of 
borrowing  outweigh  the  inconveniences  of  it ; 
but  there  will  be  a  time,  I  think — when  the 
borrowing  policy  has  been  pursued  further,  and 
when  more  money  has  been  wasted,  as  it  hsks 
been  wasted  in  the  past — when  the  charges  will 
have  become  so  heavy,  and  it  will  be  shown 
so  plainly  that   no    one  can  dispute  it  that 
our  borrowing  policy  has  been  a  failure ;  and 
then,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  large  majority  of  this 
House  will  look  back  with  astonishment  upon 
men  who  could  really  consider  that  the  public 
works  policy  could  be  of  benefit  to  the  country, 
end  will  wonder  how,  in  this  day,  we  voted  for 
such  a  policy.    But,  as  I  have  already  said,  we 
Are  simply  directed  by  the  great  mass  of  elec- 
tors Bt  our  backs,  and  a  large  portion  of  those 
electors  do  not  trouble  themselves  about  ab- 
stract political  questions  or  theories — they  do 
not  lodi  ahead.    "  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof"  for  them.    They  look  at  a 
public  works  policy  simply  from  the  standpoint 
of  its  cost  to  them  to-day,  and  until  its  cost 
becomes  excessive  they  will  not  realize  that 
I      that  policy  is  a  mistake.    It  has  been  said 
that  the  present  borrowing  proposals  do  not 
g3  in  the  direction  of  tapering  ofi  the  annual 
additions  to  the  indebtedness.     I   think  we 
have  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that,  whilst  the 
actual   sum  proposed    to   be    borrowed   may 
be  as  la^e   as   ever,  the   population  of  the 
country  is  much  larger;  and  therefore,  rela- 
tively to  the  population,  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  for  the  present  year  are  really 
I      much  more  economical  proposals  than  a  pro- 
I      posal  to  borrow  the  same  amount  would  have 
been  in  18T6.    The  proposals,  therefore,  for  the 
year  I  consider  to  be  proposals  in  the  direction 
of  economy,  irrespective  of  the  actual  amount. 
I  shall  now  spetLk  of  .two  or  three  statements 
which  appear  in  the  Public  Works  Statement. 
The  first  is  with    regard  to   railways.      The 
honourable  member  for  Napier  declared  that 
the  Government   had  failed  in  carrying  out 
their  policy  with  regard  to  railways — that  they 
I      had  declared  that  their  policy  was  to  be  guided 
by  the  acttial  profits  on  the  works  they  under- 
1       took,  that  they  were  only  going  to  carry  out 
railways  that  would  pay,  and  that  they  were 
going  to  carry  railways  to  completion  —  that 
they  would  not  fritter  away  money  in  making  a 
number  of  different  works  throughout  the  coun- 
try.   The  honourable  member  for  Napier  cited 
the  Otago  Central   line  and   the  Woodville- 
Palmerston  line.    He  was  rather  unfortunate 
in  his  choice  of  examples.    I  think  the  Govern- 
ment might  reply  by  raying,  **  We  could  not 


allocate  a  large  sum  to  the  Otago  Central  line 
were  we  to  carry  out  the  policy  we  enunciated  " 
— because  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  at  which  point  this  railway  would 
pay.  When  the  Government  talked  of  com- 
pleting the  payable  lines  they  did  not  take 
count  of  the  state  of  the  country  whose  public 
opinion  they  expressed.  In  New  Zealand  there 
is  no  national  public  opinion,  but  there  are  a 
number  of  well-informed  provincial  centres  of 
public  opinion.  There  is  no  national  public 
opinion  here,  to  support  the  Government  in 
carrying  out  a  national  policy.  Such  a  policy 
as  the  Government  proposed  was  a  national 
policy,  and  they  did  not  take  sufficient  count 
of  the  fact  that  New  Zealand  is  simply  a 
combination  of  different  States,  possessing 
wholly  different  interests,  and  that  the  carry- 
ing-out of  a  national  policy  in  a  country 
so  constituted  would  be  utterl}'  impossible; 
because  it  is  obvious  that  I,  in  Otago,  am  not 
going  to  be  taxed  to  complete  even  a  repro- 
ductive railway  in  the  North  Island.  The 
provincial  feeling  altogether  overpowers  the 
national  feeling.  As  long  as  a  Government  is 
elected  to  carry  out  a  public  works  policy,  that 
Government  must  diffuse  the  benefits  of  the 
loans  it  borrows ;  and  to  attempt  to  concentrate 
its  resources  on  two  or  three  lines,  however 
paying  they  may  be,  will  simply  enlist  against 
it  the  majority  of  those  provincial  cenlxos  of 
public  opinion.  The  Government  have  been 
attacked  because  they  have  put  on  the  esti- 
mates large  votes  for  roads,  and  it  is  alleged 
that  they  are  putting  large  votes  on  their  public 
works  estimates  for  roads  because  the  local- 
government  scheme  which  they  enunciated 
when  they  took  office  has  proved  a  complete 
failure.  One  word  about  railways  as  contra- 
distinguished from  roads.  I  believe  there  are 
few  people  who  deny  the  benefit  of  roads  in 
opening  up  the  country,  and  that  in  opening  up 
the  country  roads  are  almost  as  valuable  as 
railways ;  but  the  distinction  is  this :  that  roads 
must  be  made  under  local  supervision,  and  rail- 
ways may  be  made  under  national  supervision. 
We  have  some  data  to  go  upon  in  determining 
the  value  of  a  railway,  but  a  road  is  purely 
a  local  work — it  can  be  so  little  scrutinized  by 
this  House  as  a  whole — it  is  altogether  with- 
drawn from  the  ken  of  this  House  ;  and  there- 
fore if  we  vote  money  for  roads  we  put  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government  simply  to 
spend  as  they  like ;  and  the  forces  that  operate 
on  a  Government  always  result  in  this  :  that  a 
great  deal  of  money  spent  by  Governments  in 
road-making  must  necessarily  be  spent  in  in- 
fluential quarters — in  gaining  support  for  the 
Government  of  the  day,  rather  than  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Therefore  it 
is  that  our  roads,  as  a  general  policy,  must  be 
administered  by  local  bodies  ;  and  I  should  like 
to  see  the  whole  question  of  roads — roads  for 
opening  up  Crown  lands,  roads  on  goldficlds, 
and  even  main  roads  —  relegated  entirely  to 
bodies  which  can  exercise  a  more  efficient 
check  upon  their  construction.  The  Govern- 
ment, I  believe,  felt  the  position  of  tho  country 
in  this  respect.    They  felt  that  roads  could  not 
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be  properly  dealt  with  in  this  House,  and  they 
attempted  to  remodel  our  local -government 
system ;  but  when  they  came  to  deal  with  the 
practical  issues  involved  they  found  arrayed 
against  them  a  vast  mass  of  difEerent  condi- 
tions, a  vadt  army  of  officialism,  people  inter- 
ested in  Eoad  Boards,  County  Councils,  Town 
District  Boards,  and  Borough  Councils,  and 
when  they  attempted  to  touch  one  portion  of 
the  existing  system  they  were  met  by  a  scream 
set  up  by  officialism  and  by  conservatism. 
The  people  had  got  accustomed  to  the  dif- 
ferent local  bodies,  and  the  Government  found 
that  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  country  was  that  these  local  bodies  should 
not  be  touched.  The  country  was  very  willing 
in  the  abstract  that  the  whole  system  should  be 
remodelled,  but  when  it  was  proposed  to  touch 
any  one  local  body  there  was  a  howl  set  up 
against  it.  In  short,  the  Government  found 
the  forces  of  conservatism  altogether  too  strong 
for  them  to  combat ;  and  I  very  much  fear  tliat 
on  this  point  public  opinion  is  not  sufficiently 
educated,  and  that  a  long  time  will  have  to 
elapse  and  we  shall  have  to  go  through  a  great 
deal  of  financial  trouble  before  the  colony  sees 
the  necessity  for  the  reorganization  of  its  local- 
govomment  S3'stcm.  The  local  -  government 
proposals  of  the  Government  having  **  gone  by 
the  board,"  they  had  no  resource  but  to  provide 
in  their  public  works  estimates,  as  heretofore, 
the  funds  that  were  to  be  employed  for  making 
roads.  The  Government  tried  to  give  the  local 
bodies  an  assured  finance  when  they  found 
they  could  not  alter  the  system.  There,  again, 
they  had  grand  ideas.  There,  again,  they 
thought  that  they  were  going  to  carry  out  a  colo- 
nizing policy — that  they  were  going  to  provide 
the  poorer  districts  with  the  means  of  opening 
up  the  country.  They  were,  however,  met  with 
the  opposition  of  the  rich  and  populous  dis- 
tricts, and  the  opposition  of  that  local  feeling 
which  has  always  been  the  curse  of  this  coun- 
try, and  which  lias  caused  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
pense to  the  colony.  They  found  that  the  rich 
districts  were  not  prepared  to  accept  a  scheme 
by  which  money  was  to  be  taken  from  them 
and  virtually  given  to  the  poorer  districts. 
The  Government  here  again  showed  that  they 
realized  the  position,  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  express  the  wish  of  the  greatest  nimiber 
throughout  the  country,  and  they  brought  in 
the  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill. 
They  struck  out  the  additional  sums  voted  for 
goldfiolds  counties;  and  it  ended  in  a  system 
which  provided  the  rich  districts  with  luxuries, 
and  which  left  the  poor  districts  utterly  un- 
supported. To  give  an  example  of  this:  One 
of  the  counties  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
loprosent  has  got  ninety-nine  miles  of  main 
arterial  roads  running  through  it.  A  great 
portion  of  the  county  consists  of  Crown  lands. 
The  munificent  assistance  which  the  Govern- 
ment provided  for  the  county  out  of  their 
Xiocal  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act — which 
was  introduced  with  such  a  fiourish  of  trumpets 
— ^has  been  £478.  That  is  the  whole  amount 
which  the  county  has  received,  or  will  receive, 
irom  that  particular  source  towards  tlie  many 
Mr,  Menieath 


burdens  which  it  has  to  bear.  I  believe — 
although  no  statement  has  yet  been  made  a» 
to  tlie  payments  under  that  Act — ^there  are 
wealthy  counties,  one-fourth  the  size  of  InA* 
ngahua  County,  which  get  as  many  thousand 
pounds  under  that  Act  as  poorer  counties,  with, 
large  areas  of  Crown  lands,  get  hundreds.  I 
believe  there  are  rich  counties,  with  credit 
balances,  which  get  something  like  £2,000» 
£3,000,  and  £4,000 ;  whilst  we,  with  ninety-nina 
miles  of  arterial  roads — costing  us,  last  year, 
£6,000  —  only  get  a  few  hundreds.  There  ift 
another  instance  of  the  adaptability  of  the 
Government.  They  found,  following  out  the 
theory  that  the  Government  must  express  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people^ 
that  the  wealthy  and  populous  districts  were 
not  prepared  to  pay  for  aid  to  the  poorer 
districts,  and  therefore  they  adapted  their 
measures  to  meet  those  conditions.  Sir,  I 
am  not  now  speaking  from  a  local  point  of 
view.  If  I  spoke  from  a  local  point  of  view, 
as  representing  a  poor  district,  I  should  not 
hail  this  Statement  with  much  enthusiasm; 
but,  speaking  as  I  do  from  a  colonial  point  of 
view,  I  must  say  that  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment as  introduced  this  year  to  the  House, 
although  it  does  not  carry  out  the  policy  which 
the  Government  enunciated  when  they  cook 
office,  still  does  carry  out  a  policy  which 
any  Government  occupying  those  benches  at 
the  present  time  would  have  to  carry  out.  In 
fulfilling  the  duty  of  a  Ministry  under  these 
conditions  the  Government  are  avoiding  very 
great  expense  and  very  great  friction  through- 
out the  country,  which  would  be  the  result  of 
perpetual  appeals  to  the  country,  where  the 
answer  would  always  be  the  same. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat  has. 
told  us  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is 
generally  approved  of  in  the  country.  He 
admits  that  it  is  not  the  policy  enunciated  by 
the  Government  when  they  took  office ;  but  he 
excuses  the  Government  for  not  carrying  out 
their  policy  on  the  ground  that  in  the  mean- 
time they  have  gained  experience.  He  has 
compared  the  Government  to  the  youth  who 
enters  upon  life  with  high  hopes,  but  who, 
gaining  experience  as  he  goes  along,  settles 
down  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  life.  Now,. 
the  conclusion  I  draw  from  that  is  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  had  not,  when  they  took 
office,  the  necessary  experience — that  they  have 
gained  it  as  they  went  along,  and  that  now 
their  policy  is  in  accordance  with  the  wishea 
of  the  coimtry.  Now,  I  have  alwajrs  looked 
upon  it  that  a  Government  should  lead  publio 
opinion,  and  not  altogether  follow  it.  I  admit 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  accept- 
able to  a  larger  extent  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been,  very  much  from  this  circumstance : 
that  the  community  was  frightened  by  the 
policy  it  expected  the  Government  to  enunciate. 
The  whole  country  was  kept  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment from  about  December  till  the  time  the 
House  met.  Ministers  had  been  going  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and 
they  had  been  saying  all   sorts  of  eztrome. 
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ihings.    Although  the  Colonial  Treasurer  did 
not  say  that  he  was  going  to  propose  a  large 
loan— a  loan  of  ten  millions — yet  I  say  that 
iVBS  the  natural  inference  from  the  action  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.     The  honourable 
gentleman  went  down  to   Ghristchurch,  and 
tfiked  the  people  there,  "  Was  it  fair  to  charge 
him  with  falling  short  of  his  expectations  when 
he  was  denied  the  instruments  to  give  them 
effect?"    Now,  what  is  the  meeming  of  that? 
It  is  simply  this  :  that  he  was  deprived  of  the 
instroments  of  war,  and  that  if  he  had  his 
own  way  he  would  borrow  large  sums  of  money 
with  which  to  construct  public  works.    You 
c&n  take  no  other  meaning  than  that  from  the 
honoarablo  gentleman's  statement.  Then,  there 
was  a  forecast  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
which  appeared  in  the  Otcujo  Daily  Times  of, 
I  think,  the  4th  December.     That  was  followed 
up  by  an  address  to  the  people   of  Tuapeka 
—an  address  which  caused  great  excitement. 
What  (lid  the  honourable  gentleman  say  to  the 
people  at  Tuapeka?     He  spoke  of  resuming 
I    the  public  works  policy.     By  that  he  meant 
that  the  public  works  policy  had  died  out,  or 
was  about  to  die  out  ;  and  he  intended  to  re- 
Mme  it.    I  will  read  the  passage :  "  The  action 
of  the  House  last   session  would  lead  to  the 
coaclusion  that  the  public  works  policy  is  to 
b«  brought  to  an  end  as  quickly  as,  so  to  speak, 
it  can  be  liquidated  ;  and  next  session  we  shall 
ha?d  to  choose  between  this  liquidation  and 
the  resumption  of  the  policy."    By   that,   he 
midoubtedly  meant  that  wo  should  borrow  far 
more  thdn  we   ha,d  been  doing.     In  that  ad- 
drew  tiiere  was  a  great  deal  of  high-falutin'  in 
reganl  to  the  golddelds,  the  public  works,  and 
local  Kovemmenfc,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
iddress  was  t^ken  up  with  Protection  ;  while  at 
the  Same  time  he  gave  prominence  to  the  idea 
of  turning  the  Molyneux  River  at  various  points 
for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  taking  the  hun- 
dreds of  tons  of  gold  that  were  known  to  exist 
m  the  bed  of  the  river.    He  told  the  people 
that  it  was  known  in  Germany  and  France  that 
there  wore  these  inmiense  deposits  of  gold  in  the 
Iwi  of  the  Clutha.     The  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  propose  that  the  Government  should 
undertake    this    work ;    but  it  would  almost 
appear,  from  the  zeal  with  which  he  advocated 
th«  undertaking,  that,  at  all  events,  he  him- 
self, as  a  member  of  the  Government,  would  be 
fcvourabic  to  the  Government  undertaking  it. 
^ow.  Sir,  this   forecast  of  the  policy  of  the 
GoTemment  was  made  previous  to  the  address 
to  the  people  of  Tuapeka,  and  it  may  be  pre- 
»umeii  that  the  Treasurer  had  seen  this  fore- 
st.   In  the  forecast  it  was  stated  that  the 
Government  intended  to  borrow  eight  or  ten 
nuUions;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  deny  tliat,  and  has  not  taken  any  oppor- 
tunity whatever  of  denying  it  that  I  am  aware 
o^  until   yesterday.     In  his  address    to    the 
people  of  Auckland  he   said  that  he  thought 
''e  should  borrow  one  and  a  half  millions  for 
ladwayti,  and   that  a   fourth    of    the    money 
^hich  WAS  spent  should  bo  spent  on  roads  and 
<^er  works,  making  altof^ether  a  round  sum 
of  two  millions  a  year.    Although  ho  did  not 
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specify  any  time  over  which  this  policy  should 
extend,  still  it  is  easy  to  see  that  a  very  few 
years  would  swallow  up  the  ten  millions.  I 
have  been  led  into  these  remarks  by  the  obser- 
vations made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  and  also  partly  to  show  that  the 
Treasurer  is  not  really  justified  in  coming  down 
to  the  House,  as  he  did  yesterday,  and  com- 
plaining very  much  that  he  has  been  mis- 
represented, and  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
borrow  such  a  large  sum  of  money  as  he  wa& 
charged  with  desiring  to  borrow.  There  are 
one  or  two  other  points  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  he  had  not  prepared  any  part  of  the 
Public  Works  Statement  —  that  he  did  not 
write  a  line  of  it.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  that, 
because  I  thought,  in  listening  to  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  that  when  the  Minister  came 
to  the  part  relating  to  the  Public  Works  Fund 
he  really  had  not  written  that  himself.  I  fol- 
lowed the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  that  point,  and  then  I  thought,  Well,  the 
Treasurer  has  composed  this  part  of  the  State- 
ment. The  Minister  for  Public  Works  has  not 
hitherto  shown  any  aptitude  for  arranging 
figures  ingeniously,  and  I  am  sorry  to  think 
that  he  has  begun  to  do  that  sort  of  thing.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  a  plain  business-man,, 
and  usually  expresses  himself  in  a  plain  busi- 
ness-like way.  To  understand  this  ingenious 
part  of  the  Statement  it  is  necessary  to  look 
at  the  Financial  Statement.  The  Financial 
Statement  was  made  on  the  25th  May.  It  ap- 
peared that  at  that  date  there  was  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £768,000.  We  were  so  informed 
by  the  Treasurer.  Now,  the  Treasurer  did  not 
refer  at  all  to  the  liabilities ;  but  it  appeared 
from  the  finance  papers  that  the  liabilities 
amounted  to  £1,094,000,  showing  that  there  was 
an  excess  of  lialailitios  over  the  balance  in  hand 
of  £326,000.  But  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
ingeniously  turned  the  tables ;  he  reduced  the 
liabilities  to  £495,000,  and  then  he  added  to 
the  balance  a  variety  of  assets,  thus  showing 
there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £1,119,000, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  the  assets  exceeded 
the  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £624,000.  Now, 
this  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  very  satis- 
factory ;  but  the  satisfaction  in  this  respect  is 
like  the  satisfaction  we  sometimes  have  in 
other  things — it  is  very  short-lived.  The  lia- 
bilities are  reduced  by  an  item  of  £376,000  for 
railway  works  in  progress;  but  we  find  tliat 
this  is  a  liability  still — only,  instead  of  appear- 
ing as  a  liability  that  is  to  be  mot  out  of 
money  in  hand,  it  is  put  down  as  a  liability  t:> 
be  met  out  of  loan.  And  then  there  are  assets 
put  down  to  the  extent  of  £29(),(XK);  but  we 
find  that  these  assets  have  not  been  paid  for, 
and  they  have  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  new 
loan.  I  would  just  like  to  ask,  what  is  the 
purpose  that  is  intended  to  be  served  by  this 
manipulation  of  figures  ?  It  can  serve  no  good 
purpose  whatever;  and  the  only  effect  in  the 
mind  of  those  at  a  distance,  at  all  events,  wlio 
read  the  Public  Works  Statement  is  to  raise 
doubts  whether  things  are  altogether  right. 
Now,  this  is  one  of  the  discrepancies  referred  to 
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by  the  Treasurer.  It  is  so  far  good  that  we 
have  got  the  Treasurer  to  admit  that  there  are 
discrepancies  between  the  Fioancial  State- 
ment and  the  Public  Works  Statement ;  and 
from  the  wav  he  referred  to  them  it  would 
appear  that  these  discrepancies  are  of  a  glar- 
ing character — so  glaring  that  he  thought  he 
would  refer  to  them  himself,  in  case  other 
honourable  members  might  in  their  speeches 
refer  to  them.  Well,  this  is  one  of  the  dis- 
crepancies ;  and  another  discrepancy  to  which 
he  himself  referred  is  this  matter  of  £800,000. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  in  his 
Financial  Statement  that  this  would  be  ade- 
quate for  miscellaneous  works  for  two  years ; 
but  now  it  appears  that  this  sum  is  to  be  voted 
for  miscellaneous  works  for  this  year  alone. 
I  think  that  the  Treasurer  when  making  his 
Statement  forgot  that  there  was  any  such  thing 
AS  liabilities.  If  he  had  recollected  that  there 
were  liabilities  it  is  very  likely  that  he  would 
have  allocated  the  money  differently.  For  in- 
stance, in  the  case  of  the  Otago  Central  £200,000 
"was  allocated  at  the  time,  but  it  now  appears 
that  during  this  year  and  next  year  a  sum  of 
only  £89,000  is  to  be  available  for  expenditure ; 
while  in  the  case  of  the  Westport  and  Inanga- 
hua  line,  which  has  not  yet  been  commenced, 
it  is  proposed  to  expend  a  sum  not  quite  as  large 
as  on  the  Otago  Central,  but  approaching  to  it 
— namely,  £63,000.  Speaking  of  liabilities  re- 
minds mo  that  I  may  hero  say  a  word  with 
regard  to  the  famous  motion  brought  forward 
by  Captain  Russell.  During  the  recess  Minis- 
ters endeavoured  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
capital  out  of  it.  The  Treasurer  stated  that 
if  that  motion  had  not  been  carried  contracts 
to  the  extent  of  £375,000  would  have  been  en- 
tered into  before  the  expiration  of  the  financial 
year.  If  that  had  been  the  case,  what  would 
have  been  our  liabilities  ?  Even  keeping  out  of 
Account  £200,000,  the  prospective  liabilities  for 
Kative  land,  the  liabilities  would  then  have 
amounted  to  £1,267,000.  If  the  liabilities  had 
amounted  to  this  sum  it  would  have  been 
necessary  this  year  to  ask  not  for  a  loan  of 
one  and  a  half  millions,  but  for  a  loan  of  two 
millions ;  or  we  should  have  been  forced  to 
proceed  much  more  quietly  with  our  works 
than  wo  are  now  in  a  position  to  do.  It 
is  proposed  to  spend  this  year  a  sum  of 
£1,400,000.  We  are  to  authorize  an  expendi- 
ture of  £2,350,000,  of  which  £1,538,000  is  for 
actual  expenditure;  but  we  do  not  intend 
to  spend  more  than  £1,400,000.  I  wish  to 
show  that  this  is  a  larger  expenditure  than  we 
have  been  incurring  for  several  years  past. 
'The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
March  last  was  £1,287,000;  for  the  year  end- 
ing in  March,  1885,  £1.836,000 ;  March.  1884, 
£1,303.000;  March,  1883,  £897,000;  March, 
1882,  £783,000.  So  that  we  propose  to  expend 
this  year  nearly  double  the  sum  wo  spent  in  the 
year  ending  with  March,  1882.  I  do  not  by  any 
means  say  that,  in  a  certain  Benso,  our  ex- 
penditure is  too  largo  this  year— in  the  sense,  I 
mean,  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  execute  the 
works  on  which  the  money  is  to  bo  .<5pent.  I  do 
not  say  that.  But  I  so.y  that  this  expenditure 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson 


is  too  large  considering  our  ability  to  pay  tbc 
interest.  The  Premier,  at  Invercargill,  stated 
that  we  were  spending  too  much,  and  Uial 
we  ought  to  edge  off  our  expenditure — meaniai 
that  we  ought  not  to  spend  so  much  as  vn 
have  been  expending;  and  he  has  on  sevend 
occasions  this  session  said  that  we  ought 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  should 
borrow  any  money  at  all.  If  we  are  to  look 
forward  to  that  time,  wo  should  have 
arrangements  for  not  spending  more  this  ye 
than  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  si>endi] 
during  recent  years.  This  sum  of  £l,40O,O0( 
by  no  means  represents  all  the  money  we 
pose  to  spend  during  the  current  year.  Tba 
Government  propose  to  lend  to  local  bodies  to 
the  extent  of  £200,000.  It  is  true  they  do  nol 
propose  to  pay  this  money  out  of  the  Pnblici 
Works  Fund  :  this  money  is  to  bo  borrowed  in 
other  ways.  However,  it  is  to  be  bori-owed  andl 
lent  to  the  local  bodies,  and,  in  addition  toi 
that,  the  Government  propose  to  subsidize  tbo 
local  bodies  this  year  out  of  borrowed  money  toi 
the  extent  of  £75,000.  The  subsidy  .system  i4 
continued  in  order  to  assist  our  hospitals  and 
charitable  institutions.  From  this  it  appear* 
that  wo  are  really  to  pay  for  our  hospitals  andi 
charitable  in.stitutions  out  of  borrowed  money* 
There  are  put  down  six  new  lines  of  railway, 
of  an  average  length  of  ten  miles,  on  which 
the  estimated  expenditure  during  two  years  in 
£438,000.  On  these  new  lines  of  railway  it  itf 
proposed  to  expend  during  the  current  yeaif 
£33,000.  Looking  at  the  papers  circulated 
with  the  Public  Works  Statement,  I  find  that 
1,171  miles  of  railway  have  been  surveyed  a 
and  that  there  are  under  formation  75  miles, 
and  under  platelaying  103  miles,  making  alto- 
gether 178  miles  of  railway  in  course  of  con- 
struction, apart  altogether  from  the  1,171  miles 
that  have  been  sur\'eyed.  Now,  what  I  think 
wo  should  do  is  this :  Wo  should  direct  onr 
attention  to  making  to  paying  points  the  Lines 
that  wo  have  at  present  in  hand.  We  shonld 
complete  the  178  miles  that  are  so  far  com- 
pleted, and  we  should  complete  to  paying 
points  all  the  linos  of  which  they  form  parts ; 
and,  if  we  do  that,  w^o  shall  be  following  a  wise 
course.  The  large  sum  of  £1,482,000  is  sunk 
in  railways  at  present  in  course  of  construction 
— an  expenditure  from  wliich  we  arc  deriving 
no  advantage  whatever.  This  has  iho  effect 
of  reducing  largely  the  profit  arising  from  the 
money  that  has  been  spent  on  our  lines.  It 
appears  that  our  linos  are  yielding  at  tho  rate 
of  £2  18s.  6d.  per  cent. ;  but  this  largo  sum  of 
money,  which  is  sunk  unprofitahly  as  yot,  re- 
duces the  rate  of  interest  to  £2  12s.  The 
Treasurer,  when  he  was  in  Auckland,  laid  it 
down  as  a  point  of  his  policy  that  we  should  go 
on  expeditiously  \^ith  any  work  that  we  bad  in 
hand — that  we  should  complete  it  to  a  paying 
point.  That  is  a  correct  thing  to  do  ;  but  this 
is  not  in  accordance  with  such  a  policy.  This 
is  simply  making  things  worse  than  they  are 
at  tho  present  time.  In  regard  to  the  six 
lines,  oxtinding  to  sixty  miles,  I  would  just 
like  to  ask  the  House  what  we  know  of  them. 
The  Government  may  know  something  about 
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these  lines,  but  no  report  whatever  hfts  so  far 
heen  laid  on  the  table  regarding  them.   What  I 
think  the  Government  should  do  is  this :  They 
should  obtain    information    regarding    these 
lines  of  railway.     The    House,   before   being 
asked  to  vote  money  for  these  lines,  should 
know  something  about  them,  something  about 
the   country   through  which  they  are  to  go, 
the  traffic    likely   to    be  on   those   railways, 
and  something  about   the  revenue  they  are 
likely  to  yield.     We  know  nothing  in  regard 
to  them.     The  Government  should  make  all 
possible  inquiries  as  to  these  lines,  and  even 
go  to  the   expense  of  surveying  them  during 
the  recess  ;  and  they  should  come  down  next 
session  with   reports  from  their  own  officers 
and  others  in  regard  to  these  lines,  and  let  us 
know  exactly  what  we  are  doing.    Now,  with 
regard  to  this  loan,  I  should  have  been  pleased 
If  the  Government  had  so  laid  their  plans  that 
It^ould  have  been  necessary  this  year  to  ask 
for  a  loan  of  only  one  million.     Many  mem- 
bers daring  tho  recess  gave  expression  to  the 
I     idea  that  one  million  a  year  was  quite  enough 
I     for  the  coimtry  to  borrow.     I  said  so  myself  to 
I     my  constituents,  and  I  think  there  is  a  vciy 
j     general  feeling   throughout  the   country  that 
I     one  million  is  quite  enough.    At  the  present 
i     time  we  should  bo   cautious.     I  do  not  wish 
to  draw  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  countr>%  but 
I  Miy  that  at   the  present    time   this   House 
should  be  cautious  in  all  its  actions.     Look 
at  the  revenue  of  our  railways.     Why,  last 
year  it  was  only  a  very  little  more  than  it 
was  the  previous  year ;  and  for  the  current 
Tear  the  estimated  net  revenue,  even  includ- 
ing that    from   the    district    railways,   about 
^hich  wo  have  heard  so  much,  is  even  less 
than  the  actual  revenue  of  last  year.    Then, 
look  at  our  Customs.    Last    year  they  were 
only  a    very  little    beyond    the     receipts    of 
the  previous  year;  and  tho  estimate  for  tho 
■current  year   is   even  less  than  tho  receipts 
of  last  yefitr.     All  these  things  show  that  we 
should  be  cautious  in  all  our  actions ;  and  the 
people  of  tho  country,  knowing  these  things, 
think  one    million   a   year   is   quite  enough 
lor  ns  to  borrow.    At  the  same  time,  I  admit 
that  the  people   are   not   altogether  opposed 
to  this  one   and  a  half  millions  which  it  is 
proposed  to  borrow ;  and  the  reason,  as  I  said 
oefore,  is  ju.st  this:  that  the  people  thouglit 
j       the  Government  were  coming  down  with  a  very 
I       lar-io  borrowing  policy  indeed,   and  they  arc 
I       pl':dsod  to  find  that  tho  policy  is  so  moderate. 
I       It  is  beyond  what  thoy  wiish ;   but  still  they 
I       «re  pleased,  and    almost   astonished,   at  the 
j       moueration  of  tho  Government.    I  would  just 
I       liic  now  to  refer  to  this  point.:   whether  we 
r      are  to  have  a  loan  next  year.     I  raised  tliis 
j       question  in  the  House  on  the  occasion  cf  dis- 
I       c'l^sing  the  Financial   Statement,  when    tho 
j       Premier  said  that  the    Govcmment    did    not 
!       intrnd  to  mise  a  loan  next  year— that  is,  to 
;       ask  the  authority  of  tho  House  to  raiao  a  loan 
next  year.    The' Premier  said  "  No  "  to  the  ro- 
j        laaii which  I  niodo  that  the  Government  would 
have  to  ask  tho  House  next  session  to  agree  to 
•A  loan. 


Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  aware  that  I  dealt 
with  that  matter  at  all.  I  said  that  I  hoped 
this  loan  would  last  for  two  years ;  and  I  havo 
no  doubt  it  will. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.  —  That  is  a  very 
different  thing.  The  honourable  gentleman 
now  says  he  hopes  it  will  last  two  years.  That 
is  exactly  the  point  I  am  ooming  to.  This 
remark  from  the  Premier,  that  this  loan  will 
last  for  two  years,  is  quite  consistent  with  the 
remarks  that  have  been  made  by  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  in  his  Statement.  Now,  the 
position  of  affairs  when  the  Treasurer  made  his 
Statement  was  this  :  He  said,  **  We  propose  to 
spend  on  railways  during  the  year  half  the 
loan;"— that  is,  £750,000.  Then,  he  said,  "  We 
propose  to  spend  on  miscellaneous  works  half 
tho  money  in  hand — say  £400,000  ;  and  then  wo 
propose  to  complete  the  railway  through  the 
North  Island  in  four  years,  and  that  would 
mean  an  average  expenditure  of  £250,000  a 
year.'*  But  this  line  will  cost  very  much  more 
than  a  million.  The  estimated  cost  of  thla 
railway,  as  brought  out  in  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Select  Committee  in  1884,  is  £1,300,000, 
and  I  have  heard  it  said  that  it  will  cost  very 
much  more  evea  than  that.  If  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  spend  on  this  line  only  at  the  rate 
of  £250,000  a  year,  I  am  afraid  our  friends  in 
Auckland  will  have  to  put  off  their  Exhibi- 
tion for  more  than  four  years — perhaps  for  five 
or  six,  or  even  ten  years — and  then  we  may 
have  this  great  Exhibition  in  the  City  of  Auck- 
land. Well,  if  we  add  all  these  items  together, 
we  have  the  round  sum  of  £1,400,000.  Now, 
the  assets  were  the  £1,500,000,  and  then  there 
was  the  balance  in  hand,  making  together 
£2,268,000.  The  estimated  expenditure,  taking 
it  roundly,  was  £1,400,000  ;  leaving  a  surplus  at 
the  end  of  tho  year  of  £868,000.  At  this  time 
there  was  nothing  said  about  borrowing  half  of 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  of  one  million. 
Well,  looking  at  the  position  as  put  by  the 
Financial  Statement — that  we  should  have  a 
balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  of 
£868,000—1  say  we  are  in  as  good  a  position 
this  year  to  do  without  a  loan  as  we  shall  bo 
next  year  to  do  without  another  loan.  In 
fact,  according  to  the  Financial  Statement  we 
shall  be  in  almost  the  same  position  at 
the  beginning  of  next  year  if  we  do  raise 
this  loan  now  as  we  should  be  this  year  if  we 
were  not  to  raise  it ;  for  now  we  begin  this 
year  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  £763,000, 
whereas  wo  are  told  wo  shall  begin  next  year 
with  a  balance  of  £868,000,  or  just  £100,000 
more.  Wo  therefore  ought  to  be  in  just  as  good 
a  position  this  year  to  do  without  a  loan  as  wo 
shall  be  next  year  to  do  without  one.  But  now 
we  have  tho  Public  Works  Statement,  and  wo 
have  a  review  iu  that  extending  over  two  years. 
Now,  what  are  tho  moneys  we  havo  available  ? 
There  is  this  proposed  loan  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  half  the  loan  of  one  million  for  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line,  and  £768,000  in  hand— a 
total  of  £2,768,0 JO.  Well,  it  is  proposed  to  ex- 
pend this  year  £1,400,000,  and  tiion  tliero  would 
be  availabb  for  next  year  £1,863,000.  Sup- 
posing  tho   Government  borrowed    those   twa 
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sums,  and,  with  the  balance  from  last  year,  had 
a  total  available  of  £2,768,000,  and,  out  of  that, 
spent  this  year  £1,400,000,  leaving  available 
for  next  year  £1,368,000,  would  they  be  able 
to  do  without  a  loan  next  year  ? 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE.— There  would  be  the 
other  half-million  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— That  just  shows  the 
ignorance  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  They 
caimot  possibly  have  that  half -million,  because 
that  is  to  be  "  ear-marked  ;'*  and  this  £500,000 
of  the  trunk-line  loan,  which  the  Government 
intend  to  raise  in  the  meantime,  is  to  bo  spread 
over  the  next  two  years  for  that  work ;  so  they 
could  not  next  year  raise  the  other  half -million 
of  the  trunk-line  loan,  and  use  it  for  miscel- 
laneous purposes.  Now,  supposing  that  next 
year  we  can  see  there  is  an  available  balance  of 
£1,368,000,  what  then  ?  Well,  there  are  three 
courses  open.  One  alternative  is  to  look  for- 
ward to  bringing  the  public  works  policy  to  a 
close  in  March,  1888.  Are  the  Grovernment 
to  do  that?  It  would  then  be  necessary  to 
borrow  the  amount  of  the  liabilities,  and  then 
we  may  say  the  public  works  policy  would 
be  wound  up.  Then,  there  is  this  other  course 
open  :  We  may  vote  money  without  providing 
the  ways  and  means.  But  this  House  would 
not  do  that.  It  would  not  be  justified  in 
voting  money  without  providing  the  ways  and 
means.  This  year  we  vote  £2,860,000.  Why  do 
we  vote  that  large  sum  of  money?  Simply 
that  the  Government  may  during  the  current 
year  enter  into  contracts  that  will  not  become 
payable  till  the  year  following.  Now,  I  do 
not  think  that  next  year,  with  an  available 
balance  of  £1,368,000,  we  are  at  all  likely 
to  vote,  say,  over  two  millions,  as  we  are 
doing  this  year.  It  would  be  altogether  a 
wrong  thing  to  do  it ;  and,  if  we  did  it,  what 
would  happen  ?  Why,  as  soon  as  this  House 
met  in  the  following  year  — 1888 — it  would 
bo  necessary  to  authorize  a  loan  immediately, 
and  raise  it  with  all  possible  speed — there 
would  be  no  alternative.  I  say  that  is  a  posi- 
tion into  which  this  House  should  not  on 
any  account  be  forced.  What  is  the  other 
alternative?  It  is  this:  that  next  session 
the  Government  will  come  down  and  ask  this 
House  to  agree  to  a  loan.  I  think  that  this 
is  what  will  happen.  In  fact,  it  must  happen. 
Wo  are  to  spend  this  year  £1,400,000,  and 
an  expenditure  of  that  kind  simply  means 
borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  a  year.  What 
the  Government  intend  to  do  next  pession  is 
a  very  important  point;  and,  indeed,  I  should 
not  have  spoken  at  all  if  I  had  not  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  point. 
If  they  intend  to  ask  us  to  agree  to  a  loan  next 
session,  I  think  they  should  say  so  at  once; 
and  I  hope  that  before  the  debate  closes  the 
Government  will  be  more  explicit  on  this  point 
than  they  have  been.  Though  I  have  made 
these  remarks  I  intend  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill :  not  that  I  agree  with  it 
altogether ;  for,  as  I  have  said,  I  think  a  mil- 
lion would  have  been  quite  enough  for  us  to 
borrow ;  but  I  think  that  the  Government  have 
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so  laid  their  plans  for  the  immediate  faiiiz» 
that  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  pass  tlii(. 
Bill. 

Ui.  SMITH.— There  is  not  much  intezesfc 
taken  in  this  debate,  although  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant question  we  have  under  consideration. 
The  reasons  why  this  is  so  are  easily  found. 
There  are  two  of  them  :  one  is  that  no  hostils 
amendment  has  been  moved,  and  the  other  is* 
that  the  members  of  the  Opposition  feel  that 
they  have  an  uphill  fight.  Throughout  th»^ 
recess  they,  and  their  papers,  continuooslj 
stated  that  the  Government  intended  to  pro- 
pose a  loan  varying  in  amount,  according  Uy 
rumours,  from  ten  to  twenty  millions ;  so  th&t 
now  that  the  Government  have  come  down 
with  reasonable  proposals  the  Opposition  have 
very  little  to  say.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  there  is  no  opposition  in  the  country  to 
the  reasonable  proposals  which  the  Government 
have  brought  down.  Now,  in  reference  to  this 
question  of  public  works,  the  members  who- 
have  spoken  in  opposition  may  be  divided  inta 
two  classes.  One  class  think  that  the  million 
and  a  half  proposed  in  the  Bill  is  too  large,. 
while  others  think  that  it  is  not  large  enoogh. 
Those  who  think  the  proposals  are  too  large 
should  bear  this  in  mind :  that  last  session  for 
the  first  time  for  a  great  number  of  years  no 
loan  was  raised,  the  Government  not  having 
asked  for  any  loan,  so  that  the  present  loan 
really  is  for  two  years ;  and  I  say  that  a  million 
and  a  half  for  two  years  is  not  for  a  moment  to 
be  considered  large  when  we  remember  the 
immense  sums  that  have  been  spent  in  past 
years.  In  1882  we  had  a  three-million  loon 
Bill  brought  down ;  and  the  arrangement  then 
made  by  the  Treasurer,  Major  Atkinson,  was- 
that  a  million  a  year  should  be  spent,  whioh 
was  considered  to  bo  very  moderate  indeed.  Il 
million  was  to  be  expended  each  year  upon 
particular  railways  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Loan  Bill ;  but  we  know  that  more  than 
a  million  a  year  was  spent,  and  that,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  at  the  end  of  the  three  years  there 
was  a  large  deficit,  and  that  a  large  part  of  the 
loan  raised  two  years  ago  by  this  Government 
had  to  be  applied  to  meeting  that  deficit.  Now» 
there  have  been  some  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  respecting  a 
railway  in  my  district  to  which  I  should  like 
to  reply.  He  commenced  by  speaking  of  the 
Otago  Central,  and  was  very  sympathetic  with 
the  members  interested  in  that  railway ;  but  I 
think  he  only  referred  to  it  to  introduce  this 
other  railway  which  ho  wanted  to  speak  of. 
He  said  to  the  Otago  members,  "  Poor  fellows! 
I  think  you  are  very  badly  treated;"  but  if 
honourable  members  will  cast  their  minds 
back  to  last  session  they  will  find  that  he  then 
said  it  was  a  line  that  ought  not  to  be  made ; 
he  condemned  it,  together  with  the  Midlcmd 
Bailway.  Ho  just  used  this  lino  to  lead  up  to 
his  own,  and  then  he  proceeded  to  make  some 
extraordinary  statements  about  the  Gorge 
line.  He  said  that,  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawko's  Bay,  he  two  years  ago  waited 
upon  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  that 
he  was  then  promised  the  Gorge  line  should  ba 
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let  at  once.  The  honourable  gentleman  ma^ 
be  making  a  great  mistake  on  this  point.  He 
oonld  not  possibly  have  had  such  a  promiFo. 
I  mjsell  had  the  honour  of  waiting  on  Hie 
Hlnister  for  Public  Works  on  the  same  subject 
about  that  time ;  aJid  what  the  Minister  scid  to 
me  was,  "  We  propose  to  at  once  let  a  contract 
far  the  line  from  Tahoraite  to  .Woodville." 
That  was  the  line  that  he  agreed  to  let  at  once ; 
and  he  did  let  it  immediately  after  the  session. 
He  said,  with  reference  to  the  Gorge  line,  that 
the  working  surveys  were  not  made — thero  was 
only  a  trial-survey  then  made;  but  he  pro- 
miaed  to  push  on  the  surveys  as  fast  as  possiole, 
and  have  specifications  made  out  for  the  work ; 
and  he  hod  the  surveys  pushed  on,  but  the  work 
took  a  longer  time  than  he  had  anticipated. 
There  were  unexpected  difficulties  about  the 
engineering,  and  it  was  altogether  a  most  diffi- 
cult piece  of  work,  and  very  expensive ;  and, 
owing  to  the  number  of  tunnels  and  bridges 
mTohed,  there  had  to  be  great  care  exercised 
in  regard  to  the  specifications.  Now,  the  House 
will  quite  understand  the  position.  It  was  the 
end  of  September  when  the  House  broke  up 
th&l  year ;  but  when  the  House  met  last  year 
the  Gorge  contract  was  ready  to  be  let,  and  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  was  prepared  to  go 
en  with  the  work.  But  what  happened  ?  Wo 
had  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay, 
who  was  also  so  anxious  for  this  work  to  be 
pushed  on,  moving  that  £500,000  should  be 
taken  oS  the  estimates ;  and  this  work,  with 
others,  was  stopped  in  consequence.  The 
honourable  member  for  Napier  went  home 
i  before  that  motion  came  on ;  so  that  he  did 
j  not  vote  for  that  line  being  gone  on  with. 
;  The  Government  were  refused  funds  to  carry 
en  the  line,  and  therefore  it  is  these  two 
gentlemen  who  prevented  the  Gorge  line  being 
gone  on  with  lost  year.  Yet  the  Govemmeiib 
ire  now  blamed  for  the  delay.  Then,  dealing 
with  the  Napier- Woodville  line,  the  honour- 
able member  said  that  this  line  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  had  been  pushed  on  at  a 
Oifiil's  pace.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  just 
covetB  the  time  that  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
lepreaenting  in  this  House  the  district  through 
which  that  line  is  being  made.  Now,  what  are 
the  facts  of  the  case  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  mention  that  during  the  period  ex- 
tendmg  from  1879  to  1881,  when  the  honourable 
genUeman  was  representing  the  district,  and 
was  supposed  to  have  great  influence  with  the 
Government  in  power,  the  line  stopped  short 
at  Makatoku,  and  no  work  was  gone  on  with. 
Jor  two  years  that  line  remained  there,  al- 
tiiough  it  was  sure  to  be  one  of  the  best  .  raying 
nixes  if  it  was  extended,  and,  moreover,  would 
have  been  of  great  value  to  the  settlers.  Tho 
une  was  not  then  gone  on  with.  But  what  has 
happened  since  1882  ?  There  has  been  always 
«je  contract  under  way,  and  sometimes  two. 
ihe  first  contract  was  the  Matamau  Bridge — 
J  bridge  which,  with  the  necessary  cuttings,  it 
took  two  years  to  do — and  ever  since  then  the 
™e  has  been  pushed  on,  and  at  the  present 
toe  it  is  fast  approaching  Woodville.  I  think 
w&fc  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  honourable 


gentleman  in  reference  to  that  line  are  not 
borne  out  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  may  say 
that  I  like  to  see  these  lines  pushed  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible — we  all  of  us  like  to  see 
that  in  our  respective  districts — but,  suppose 
the  Govenmient  proposed  to  take  votes  foi 
completing  within  a  short  time  such  lines  as 
this  Gorge  line  and  the  Otago  Central,  why, 
other  districts  would  want  their  lines  pushed 
on  with  equal  rapidity,  and  there  would  be 
so  much  money  wanted  that  the  House  would 
never  consent  to  vote  it.  Then,  there  is  one 
other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  this  railway  ought  to  be 
pushed  on,  because  settlement  had  advanced 
and  population  had  increased.  Well,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
correct  in  that.  But  whom  have  we  to  thank 
for  it?  We  have  to  thank  the  ^linister  of 
Lands  for  pushing  on  settlement  in  that  dis- 
trict. He  has  put  more  people  on  the  land 
there  during  the  past  two  years  than  were  put 
upon  it  for  many  years  previously.  Instead  of 
blaming  the  Goverimient,  ho  ought  to  thank 
them.  I  would  just  point  out,  before  leaving 
this  part  of  the  question,  that  the  Gorge  line, 
about  which  so  much  fuss  is  being  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  is  not  the  portion  of 
the  line  that  will  pay.  It  is  the  portion  that 
is  nearly  completed  to  Woodville  that  is  going 
to  pay.  The  Gorge  line  will  take  the  whole  of 
the  traffic  on  to  a  private  company's  line,  and 
they  will  get  the  benefit  of  it,  not  the  colony. 
However,  I  admit  that  the  Gorge  line  will  be  a 
benefit,  but  all  that  the  colony  will  receive  will 
be  the  returns  from  the  short  piece  from  Wood- 
ville to  Palmerston — something  like  fifteen  or 
sixteen  miles.  In  reference  to  the  question  of 
roads,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Government 
said  they  would  not  use  any  loan  -  money  for 
roads — that  the  loan  would  go  towards  raO- 
ways.  But  I  apprehend  that  thero  is  a  large 
vote  for  roads,  which  is  to  be  spent  in  opening 
up  Crown  lands ;  and  it  could  bo  used  for  no 
better  purpose.  With  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  vote  for  immigration,  honourable  mem- 
bers blame  the  Government  because  they  have 
not  put  sufficient  money  on  the  estimates  to 
bring  out  immigrants.  I  maintain  that  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  colony  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  bring  out  more  people.  We  have 
no  lands  to  settle  them  upon  when  they  do 
come  here,  and  there  is  a  large  number  of 
people  throughout  the  colony  in  want  of  work 
at  the  present  time,  and  these  people  should 
not  be  interfered  with  by  outside  labour — at  all 
events,  labour  brought  in  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony.  There  is  a  talk  of  bringing  out  farmers. 
We  should  be  very  glad  to  see  farmers  with 
money  coming  here.  That  is  the  class  of 
immigrants  we  want.  Encouragement  should 
be  given,  and,  I  believe,  is  given,  to  this  class. 
The  honourable  member  for  Napier  was  very 
strong  on  this  point  of  immigration  ;  but  he 
quite  forgot  what  passed  during  his  term  of 
administration.  In  my  own  district  a  number 
of  Scandinavians  were  brought  out,  and  were 
put  on  bush-land  of  some  forty  acres  each. 
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mi  Norecwood  and  other  places.  At  first  they 
had  to  work  at  very  low  wages  indeed.  The 
honourable  member  for  Napier  got  a  num- 
ber of  them  to  sow  grass-seed  on  his  run  at 
a  very  low  rate.  Those  were  the  immigrants 
who  were  brought  in  during  his  administra- 
tion. There  is  no  inducement  for  farmers 
to  come  out  to  the  Hawkc's  Bay  District, 
simply  because  the  open  land  has  been  all 
t&ken  up  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
friends.  There  is  one  other  question  which 
was  brought  up  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Napier  which  has  not  been  touched  upon 
by  any  other  speaker  —  namely,  that  party 
government  is  destroyed.  I  should  like  to 
ask,  who  helped  to  destroy  it?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  and  one  or  two  o!  his  friends. 
He  would  not  follow  any  party,  and  he  cannot 
get  any  party  to  follow  him ;  and  therefore, 
according  to  his  idea,  there  cannot  be  any 
party  government.  The  honourable  gentleman 
talks  about  passing  the  Hcpresentation  Bill 
and  going  to  the  country-,  because  there  is  no 
party  in  the  House  to  suit  him.  I  am  quite 
certain,  from  what  I  know,  that  he  is  the  last 
person  who  would  like  tc  go  to  his  constitu- 
ents. He  has  ucvcr  shown  any  wish  to  go 
to  his  constituents  in  the  past,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain he  has  no  wish  to  go  to  them  now.  It  is 
simply  talk  on  his  part.  Every  Government 
that  he  has  come  down  to  support  he  has  tried 
to  destroy.  It  was  so  in  the  case  of  the  Stafford, 
the  Hall,  and  the  Atkinson  Governments.  He 
was  returned  at  the  last  election  to  oppose  the 
Atkinson  Government,  and  he  was  going,  he 
said,  to  support  the  Stout- Vogel  Government  ; 
and  vet  he  voted  against  this  Government  on 
the  first  important  division,  and  has  opposed 
them  ever  since.  I  can  tell  the  Government  a 
way  in  which  they  could  get  the  member  for 
Napier*s  support — that  i.s,  by  bringing  in  a  short 
Bill  of  two  clauses.  The  fin>t  clause  should  be, 
that  no  property  he  holds  in  the  colony  is  to 
be  taxed  either  for  local  or  general  purposes ; 
the  second  clause,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  be  allowed  to  purchase  Native 
lands  unrestrictedly  at  his  own  price.  If  any 
Government  will  bring  in  such  a  Bill  they  will 
have  his  support.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
jNolicy  up  to  the  present  time  has  been  an  en- 
tirely personal  policy.  Whenever  a  Govern- 
ment attempted  to  tax  his  proi^crfcy,  or  to  put 
a  stop  to  his  purchasing  Native  lands,  then  he 
at  once  opposed  that  Government,  no  matter 
whether  they  were  his  greatest  friends  or  not. 
One  of  his  objections  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  that  they  put  in  a  restrictive  clause 
proclaiming  the  land  round  the  trunk  line ;  and 
now  he  talks  of  the  destruction  of  party  in  this 
House.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment propose  under  this  Bill  to  ♦'  ear-mark  "  the 
money  for  different  works.  I  hope  that,  when 
it  becomes  law,  they  will  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  proposals  of  the  measure,  and  that  we 
shall  not  have  a  repetition  of  what  happened 
in  1882.  In  that  year  a  three-million  loan  was 
authorized,  and  the  railways  were  specifically 
mentioned  on  which  the  money  was  to  be 
spent ;  and  then,  after  two  or  three  years,  we 
Mr.  Smith 


find  that  half  the  money  has  been  spent  on. 
works  on  which  it  should  not  have  been  spen^ 
and  that  some  districts  have  got  a  much  larger 
share  than  they  should  have  received.  I-  havft. 
very  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  BilL 

Mr.  WHYTE.— Sir,  the  honoxirable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  appears  to  think  that 
he  has  a  special  mission  in  this  House;  and 
that  mission  is  to  **  pitch  into  '* — as  it  is  vulgarlj 
called  —  the  honourable  member  for  Napier. 
Now,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  he  generally  doea 
it  very  well.  But  I  would  venture  to  sug- 
gest, in  the  mildest  manner  possible,  that  tha 
House  is  getting  a  little  tired  of  it,  and,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  his  views  on 
general  questions,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
be  of  very  great  value,  and  would  be  listened  to 
with  very  great  interest.  In  his  remarks  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  had  no  loan  since  they  came  into 
power.  I  wonder  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  forgetting  the  fact  that  in  1884  they 
borrowed  one  million  and  a  half,  and  they 
not  only  had  that,  but  they  had  a  million 
in  hand  of  the  previous  three-million  loan. 
Perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  has  also 
forgotten  that  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
brought  in  that  Bill  he  said  it  was  for  tha 
purpose  of  replacing  moneys  which  had  been, 
abstracted  by  the  previous  Government  from  tha 
three-million  loan.  Now,  I  will  just  put  it  to 
the  House,  how  much  of  that  money  which  was- 
said  to  have  been  abstracted  has  been  replaced? 
I  have  only  a  very  few  remarks  to  make  on  the 
general  question  before  the  House ;  but,  befora 
doing  so,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  para- 
graph in  the  first  page  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  Waimea 
Plains  Railway.    It  is  to  this  effect : — 

**  I  [the  Minister  for  Public  Works]  also* 
think  it  right  to  mention  that,  when  I 
brought  this  matter  before  the  Cabinet,  three 
of  my  colleagues — the  Premier,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  the  Mini.ster  of  Mines  —  re- 
quested that  they  should  in  no  way  bo  con- 
sulted, and  the  negotiations  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  Government  have  been  carried 
on  by  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet  and. 
mysQlf." 

f*rom  that  it  is  apparent  that  at  all  events, 
three  members  of  the  Cabinet  are  now  at  last 
permitted  to  "  run  alone."  I  am  very  glad  to- 
notice  that ;  and  apparently  it  is  for  the  first  ^ 
time,  or  it  would  not  be  mentioned  so  promi-  * 
nently.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  notice  thia 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  I  feel  a  great  interest 
in  this  Government,  and  have  a  great  admira- 
tion for  the  individual  members  of  it;  and  I 
have  always  thought  their  power  was  too  much 
cramped  by  the  two  leading  minds  in  the  Minis- 
try, and  more  especially  by  the  one  leading 
mind  as  regards  finance.  I  have  alwa}*^ 
thought  they  might  be  allowed  a  little  more 
rope,  more  especially  since  the  Government 
took  up  our  policy.  Since  the  Government  did 
that,  I  have,  of  course,  been  exceedingly  anxioua 
that  that  policy  should  be  administered  as  well 
as  possible.    I  have,  as  I  say,  taken  a  great  in- 
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terest  ia  tlio  Cihiiict,  oiiJ  I «.:  j  not  care  how  long 
ihey  roznaizi  where  they  are  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  administer  the  policy  they  have  taken 
from  us.    I  therefore  think  it  is  well  that  at 
least  three  members  of  the  Cabinet  have  *'  got 
off  the  chain;"  and  I  would  venture  respect- 
fully to  suggest  that  the  principle  should  bo 
carried  a  little  further,  and  that  other  mcm- 
hers  of  the  Cabinet  should  be  allowed  a  little 
more  liberty,  so  that  their  individual  abilities 
may  be  fully  developed.      We   have    noticed 
lately  that    several  members  of   the   Cabinet 
have  b<ieii  doing  very  well,  and  have  justiliod 
the  character  t   have   ahvn,ys  entertained  of 
them.    The  ^liiiistcr  of  .Justice  has  been  bring- 
ing in  Bills,  and  not  only  tlitvt,  but  has  been 
m^iking  speeches  without  being  "jumped  upon" 
by  his  colleague? — and  very  good  speeches  in- 
dee\l  be  has   made.      The    Minister  of   ISIines 
has  ul.^o  *'  (;ome    out  of   his  siiGli,"  and  has 
tctir.'.lly  made  two  Statiiments,  and  it  will  bo 
acknowledged  by  the  House  that,  able  as  the 
tin>s  0  10  was,  tiio  second  one  wfts  even  more 
80.     'i'iicrefore.  juilging    from   what    has   oc- 
carr.u  m  this  respect,  it  mic,'ht  bo  as  well  for 
the  <  Government  to  extend  a  little  more  liberty 
to  til. -St*  members  of   the   Cabinet  than  they 
kive  had  in  t\\j  pa.-;c  :  in  fact,  it  miglit  be  as 
VkII  l.>  allow    thorn   to   bo    i>c-rrnanently   "oil 
the    ci;a!»i/'  —  subjoct,    of    course,    to    *' K'^^d 
bchav.our."    Turning  now  to  the  Public  Work.s 
biiti'iueut,    we    linil    tliat    there     are     many 
niAit' rn   in    it   which   confirm    the   l^inancial 
Stuf.-[:i!.nt,  and  tliero  aro  many  other  matters 
in  ii  whicii   do  not   contirm   that  .Statement, 
hi    o::'?    part    of    the    Financial     S;atcment 
tho  T:..';;ojr«:r   telLs   us   tluit   "the   obligations 
Wiiicii  remain  to  be  fuhilUd  make   it   neccs- 
Kiy  tiii'.t   other    moans   .should    be   provided  ; 
bui  a:  present  tlio  oi>4y  moans  e.viistcnt  is  the 
^^>r  ii  l;.la:id  Tnnik  llailway  Loan."     I  ro.^^rct 
to.-.v  iluit  tlic  Public  Works  Statonicnt  siiows 
Ihac  to  ue  ab.soli.tely  correct:  and  accordin-^'ly 
that  loan   is    to    be    openly  misappropriated. 
The  Trea'^urer   also   said   that   '*it  is  well,  in 
matter:;  <;f  ii'^uros,  tliat  you  should  prove  them 
bytv.'j  iiroct  ss.s,"  and  that  "  tlic  double  view 
gives  the  artnal  result."    Kow,  we  have  had  the 
Unaiicts  of   tlic   coluny  put  before   us  in   two 
dilitrf:;*-  ways,  and  wo  have,  by  mrans  of  the 
8*^'.iid.  arrived  at  "the  uctnal  ro.-.ult."      The 
1       tirs:  viu-.v,  given  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
iUii  Fi:,i.ne;al    Statenunt,   ^Vil.■;   to   the   general 
efi^rt;  tii.a  v.o   had  .i;.S(.;0,UUO  in  iumd  lor  pur- 
i       posi-.s  otr:cr  than  railways,  and  that  we  could 
I       vote  it  ai,  \>'o.  pleased,  and  also  that  we  should 
I       havo,  irom  ih.>  now  loan,  £l,oUi).000  free  for 
j       iic\f  niii\,;iy   \vork>.      It  is  true   that  several 
I       honouru.L.ic  m«;ni;jers  cirew  attention  to  the  fact 
\       ihat  tijH:-^  were,  in  round  nunioeis,  .{.T.IO.'J.IXX) 
i       of  jiab!i!:ie.i  improvided  for:  but  tiio  Treasurer 
I       still  htuck  to  his  tera.     That  was  the  lirst  view. 
I       Now  v»e  have  a  very  different  cue,  and  it  is  to 
ihis general  effect;  that,  alth.ougii  tliere  arelia- 
biliueb  to  the  value  of  about  £1,100,000,  if  you 
^ftke  ou  £200,000  for  purchase  of  Native  land 
•ndsayit  is  not  a  liability,  you  reduce  these 
liabiuue.s  to  something  under*i:900,(/)0.    Then, 
if  you  charge  to  the  nuw  loan  £400,000,  ap- 


proximately, of  liabilities  on  railways  you  fur- 
ther reduce  the  amount  to  something  under 
£500,000.  Then,  again,  if  you  charge  to  the 
now  loan  the  payment  for  plant  which  is  al- 
ready in  hand,  to  the  value  of  nearly  £300,000,. 
you  get  it  down  to  about  £200,000 ;  and  after- 
wards, if  you  make  a  variety  of  other  charges 
and  get  a  refund  from  the  North  Island  Trimk 
Railway  Loan,  you  will  cut  it  down  to  £100,000> 
and  so  extinguish  nearly  all  the  liabilities. 
Last  night  the  Treasurer  admitted  iiiiat  he  had 
to  reconsider  the  estimates  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000.  Therefore  we  have  the  highly-neces- 
sary double  view  of  our  financial  position,  and, 
as  the  Treasurer  says,  by  that  double  view  we 
get  "the  actual  result."  But  the  actual  result, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  that  half  the  new  loan  is 
already  anticipated,  that  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  Loan  is  mortgaged,  and  that  we  have 
contingent  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £200,000 
for  Native  -  land  purchases  which  have  to  be 
pro\'ided  for,  and  which  will  be  hanging  over 
us  in  the  future  ;  and,  further,  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  bought  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds*  worth  of  sleepers  and  rails 
before  they  were  wanted.  That  appears  to  be 
the  actual  result  of  the  double  view  of  our 
finances,  and  what  the  colony  may  think  of  it 
remains  to  be  seen.  Now  we  come  to  the  next 
statement  that  I  notice  in  tlie  Public  Works 
Statement,  and,  I  think,  also  in  tlie  Financial 
Statement  —  that  is,  that  "the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  should  bo  made  inalien- 
able." Now,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  words  very 
often  hangs  on  their  application,  and  if  the 
meaning  of  "inalienable"  in  this  case  means 
that  the  money  will  be  put  whore  this  House 
cannot  get  at  it,  or  where  it  cannot  bo  used  for 
votes  of  tills  House,  then  I  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  pursue  a  sakr  course  than 
that  which  they  propo^:0  with  regard  to  this 
loan — that  is,  to  buy  bad  land  with  it.  Of 
course  it  may  be  said  that  we  are  not  bound 
to  buy  had  land,  for  there  is  very  good  land 
along  this  lino  ;  b\it,  if  it  were  our  deliberate 
intention  to  buy  bad  land  with  it,  then  you 
could  not  devise  any  better  scheme  than  that 
of  buying  it  on  commission,  to  be  calculated  at 
so  much  per  acre,  irrespective  of  qu;'vliLv.  I 
happen  to  know  some  of  tliese  Land  Purchase 
Agents  in  my  neiglibourhood,  and  am  happy  to 
say  that  you  could  not  easily  find  better  men 
than  the  jle.^srs.  Grace  and  .Mitel. eli ;  but  human 
nature  is  human  nature,  and  if  men  are  paid 
by  tlie  acre,  irrespective  of  quality,  tlie  result 
will  inevitably  be  that  you  will  get  a  great  deal 
of  bad  land,  and  tlio  Natives  will  ke;3p  a  great 
deal  of  tlie  good  land  for  themselves.  However, 
I  was  rather  shocked  at  the  answer  of  the 
Native  ^Minister  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  when  that  honourable  gentleman 
pointed  out  to  him  that  in  carrying  on  this 
systoin  he  was  breaking  the  law.  The  Native 
Minister  admitted  that  he  had  broken  the  law 
either  in  letter  or  in  spirit — I  was  not  very 
clear  which — but  he  justified  it  by  pleading  the 
urgent  necessity  of  securing  land  along  the 
line;  but,  still,  the  fact  remains  that  there  ia 
a  law  against  purchasing  Native  lands  on  com 
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TDission,  and  that  purchasing  Native  land  on 
commission  is  going  on.    Therefore,  as  I  said 
before,  if  the  object  ip  to  put  this  money  beyond 
the  reach  or  notice  of  this  House  you  could 
not  pursue  any  surer  course  to  attain  that  end 
than  to  buy  bad  land  with  it.    Then,  also,  we 
were  told  in  the  Financial  Statement  —  and 
I    am  not   sure   that    it    is  not  repeated  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement — that  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway  was  to  be  finished  in 
1890,  and    we    were   to   have   an   Exhibition 
in  Auckland   in   that   year  to   celebrate   the 
event.      On    hearing    that,    of    course,    one 
naturally  goes  to   the  estimates  to  see  how 
this  is  to  be  carried  out,  and,  when  one  sees 
that  only  £46,000  is  available  for  the  work  this 
year  and  £100,000  next  year — that  is  to  say 
that,  up  to  March,  1888,  we  are  only  to  spend 
£146,000  on  the  work — it  really  seems  to  be 
almost   too   absurd  to   say  that  the  railway 
will  be  finished  by  1890.    In  fact,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  with   the  honourable   member  for 
Waitotara  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  a 
very  low  estimate   of   our  intelligence   if   ho 
expects  us  to  believe  that,  with  the  present 
rate  of  progress  on  that  line,  it  will  bo  finished 
in  1890.     In  the  Public  Works  Statement  it 
is  stated  that  "  the  Government  will  now  be 
more  strictly  tied  down  to  carry  out  its  pro- 
Dosals  than  certain  Governments  have  hitherto 
Been."    I  am  glad  of  this,  and  I  am  particu- 
larly glad  to  see   by  it  that  the  Government 
themselves    recognize    their    weakness.     And 
when  we  remember  what  happened  in  1884, 
when  the  million-and-a-half  loan  was  intro- 
duced, as  the  Treasurer  said  at  the  time,  in 
order  to   replace  money  which  had  been  ab- 
stracted by  his  predecessors  from  the  three- 
million  loan,  and  when  one  knows  how  little 
of   that    money  has  been  replaced,   one  cer- 
tainly sees  the  necessity  for   this  provision. 
There  is  also  another  part  of  our  policy  which 
the  Government  have  taken  up,  although  it  was 
a  part  with  which  they  found  great  fault  when 
coming  into  office,  and  that  is  expenditure  on 
open  lines.    That  is  a  practice  which  was  very 
much  condemned  at  one  time  by  the  members 
of  the  present  Government ;  but  now  honour- 
able members  will  find  that  it  is  going  on  as  ex- 
tensively as  ever,  and  the  Government  actually 
propose  to  go  on  with  it,   as  shown   in    the 
schedule  to  this  Bill.     Another  part  of  the  de- 
clared policy  of  the  Government  is  that  rail- 
ways  should  be  prosecuted  with  vigour,   and 
they  have    undertaken    to    do    this  with  the 
money  available  out  of  the  proposed  loan  and 
the  money  in  hand.     Let  us  see  what  pro- 
spect there  is  of  that  being  carried  out.    Take 
the  first  item,  the  railway  north  of  Auckland. 
That  is  estimated  to  cost  £718,000,  and  the 
vote  for  it  this  year  is  £4,000,  and  next  year 
there  is  to  be  £46,000— making,  in  all,  £50;boO. 
That  is  the  vigorous  policy  in  that  part  of  the 
■country.     Then,  in  the  matter  of  the  Penrose 
Bailway,  £5,000  is  to  be  spent  this  year  out  of 
£28,000.    The  Rotorua  Railway  is  estimated  to 
-cost  a  great  deal ;  but  for  this  year  we  have  to 
vote  only  £15,000,  and  next  year  £75,000--and 
even  this  small  vote  is  accompcuiied  with  an 
Mr,  Whyte 


ominous  warning  that  "recent  changes  xnXl 
have  to  be  carefully  considered."  I  hope  tbofe 
phrase  is  not  to  be  interpreted  in  the  waj 
that  we  were  in  the  habit  of  interpreting  the 
old  term  wo  were  at  one  time  so  accustomed 
to  —  "  kept  steadily  in  view."  Then,  as  re- 
gards the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  :  As 
I  have  said,  there  is  only  to  be  £46,000  ex- 
pended this  year,  and  £100,000  next  year, 
and  that  is  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
money  is  actually  available  and  can  be  raised 
at  any  time.  That  is  the  way  the  vigorous 
policy  is  to  bo  pursued  in  regard  to  that  rail- 
way. In  fact,  I  think  I  am  not  unfair  in  saying 
that  it  looks  to  me  that  this  slow  rate  of  pro- 
gress means  that  this  fund  is  to  be  brought  to 
the  rescue  from  time  to  time  whenever  it  is 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury. 
Then,  as  regards  tliat  important  railway,  the 
Otago  Central,  it  is  only  proposed  to  expend 
on  it  £36,000  this  year.  However,  before  I 
conclude,  there  is  one  exception  to  this  mat- 
ter of  vigorous  expenditure,  and  that  is  the 
Greymouth-Hokitika  Railway.  I  see  it  has  a 
very  large  vote — nearly  as  largo  a  vote  a^  there 
is  set  down  for  that  important  railway  the 
Otago  Central.  Thirty  thousand  pounds  is  to 
be  voted  for  it  this  year,  out  of  £55,000 
for  the  two  years.  Now,  it  was  currently 
reported  through  the  House  last  year  that, 
in  the  Premier's  opinion,  that  was  "an  ut- 
terly useless  railway."  The  Premier  is  not 
here  to  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  but,  if  that 
is  so  —  and  I  am  credibly  infoimed  he  gave 
expression  to  that  opinion — then  he  must  liave 
"  reconsidered  his  convictions."  At  any  rate, 
there  is  a  vote  to  be  asked  for  of  £30,000  for  this 
railway,  which  is  nearly  as  much  as  is  asked 
for  the  Otago  Central.  In  reviewing  the  whole 
of  the  so-called  *'  viperous  policy  "  I  am  driven 
to  a  conclusion  similar  to  that  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  although  by  an  entirely  diCfcrent 
process,  and  I  think,  as  he  puts  it  in  the 
Financial  Statement  —  and  he  usually  puts 
things  very  neatly  indeed — I  am  driven  irresis- 
tibly to  the  conclusion  that,  even  under  this 
so-called  vigorous  policy,  "many  generations 
will  pass  away  before  the  colonies  beneath  the 
Southern  Cross  reach  the  culminating  great- 
ness of  their  destiny." 

Mr.  IVESS. — I  look  upon  this  debate  as 
embracing  two  matters — namelj',  the  public 
works  loan  proposal,  and  criticism  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Public  Works  Statement.  I  think 
it  would  be  quite  idle  and  profitless  for  us  to 
go  round  the  compass  and  introduce  by  way  of 
side-wind  matters  which,  properly,  should  be 
introduced  in  what  may  bo  fairly  termed  a 
no-confidence  debate.  Ample  opportunity  has 
already  been  afforded  to  treat  of  such  matters 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and,  seeing 
that  we  are  all  naturally  anxious  to  get  away, 
I  think  that  it  is  idle  in  the  extreme  to  import 
matters  of  that  nature  into  the  present  debate. 
I  have  always  believed  in  a  judicious  prosecu- 
tion of  public  works,  together  with  a  moderate 
railway  tariff.  I  hold  that  no  questions  could 
be  more  advantageously  advanced  in  this  House 
than  these  two.    I  also  hold  that  the  people  of 
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New  Zealand  attach  far  greater  importance  to 
these  two  subjects  than  to  two-thirds  of  the 
legislation  which  "we  from  time  to  time  pass. 
I  hold,  too,  that  if  the  cost  of  that  legislation 
were  applied  in  the  direction  I  have  alluded 
to  it  would  be  more  likely    to    advance  oui^ 
interests,  and  the  people  of  New  Zealand  would 
be  better  pleased,  and  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  raising  this  colony  to  such  importance  as 
would  place  it,  if  not  in  the  front  rank,  at  least 
Tery  close  upon  the  other  colonies.    Now,  it  is 
notorious  that  many  of  our  loans,  at  the  outset 
cf  the  public  works  policy ,  were  raised  at  a  time 
when  we  were  called  upon  to  pay  higher  rates  of 
interest  than  we  were  justified  in  giving,  and 
that  the  money  was  not  advantageously  ex- 
pended, and  the  colony  is  now  suffering  through 
that  extravagance.    I  was  rather  pleased,  on 
pernsing  the  General  Manager's  report,  to  find 
how  our  local  productions  had  increased  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years.     That  has  been 
mainly  secured  by  our  railroads,  because,  if  the 
Bulroadfi  had  not  been  extended  into  the  in- 
terior, it  is  evident  that  the  local  productions 
vonld  not  have   advanced,  nor  our  railways 
have  shown  such  a  fair  percentage  of  profit. 
When  we  contrast  the  extent  of  our  railways 
with  the  railways  in  other  colonics,  I  say  that 
New  Zealand  has  a  just  right  to  feel  proud  of 
the  great  progress  that  has  been  made  during 
the  short  period  the  public  works  policy  has 
been  in  force.     But  I  think  the  Government 
has  not  judiciously  managed  those  railways. 
I  have  always  held  that  our  railways  should 
be  better  managed,  and  I  had  hoped  that  when 
a  change  of  Government  had  taken  place  tlie 
management  of  our  railways  would  have  been 
gttatly  improved ;    but,  much  to  my  disap- 
pointment, as  well  as  to  the  disappointment 
•f  the  country  from  which  I  hail,  that  im- 
provement is  not  apparent.     I  have  always 
made  a  prominent    plank    in    my    election 
speeches  "Our  Bailway  Management,"  and  I 
hold  that  it  is  idle  on  the  part  of  a  candidate  or 
of  members  when  addressing  their  constituents 
to  air  their  eloquence  and  expose  grievances 
onlesB  they  will  take  the  opportunity  in  this 
House  when  it  is  afforded  to  thejn  to  make  tho 
complaints  here.    Now,  in  a  very  short  time 
this  House  will  be  dissolved,  and  the  country 
Till  demand  from  their  representatives  an  ac- 
Munt  of  their  stewardship,  and  I  take  it  that 
Ais  is  a  fitting  occasion  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment that  he  has  not  effected  tho  improve- 
ments which  most  of  us  had  anticipated,  from 
the  great  experience  which  he  was  credited 
with  having  commanded  in  connection  with 
the  department.     In  the  course  of  our  debates 
America  is  often  quoted  as  an  example,  and, 
although  that  great  country  possesses  a  popu- 
lation of  fifty  million  people,  and  has    con- 
«tracted,  up  to  the  present  time,  something  like 
«ne  hnndr^  thousand  miles  of  railway,  and  is 
^onnally  constructing  from  eight  to  ten  thou- 
EBod  miles,  I  hold  that  we  cannot  expect  to 
ttake  such  gigantic  extensions,  even  in  propor- 
tion, as  that  country  has  made ;  but  I  believe 
We  can  do  a  very  great  deal  more  than  we  have 


done  in  the  past  by  judiciously  extending  our 
railways  into  the  interior  in  order  to  encourage 
settlement.  Now,  the  General  Manager  of  Bail- 
ways,  in  his  report,  states  that  during  the  last 
year  large  reductions  have  been  effected  in  the 
tariff.  I  fail  to  see  that  that  statement  is  cor- 
rect. I  will  read  the  paragraph  —  it  is  very 
short : — 

"  During  the  past  two  years  largo  reductions 
have  been  made  in  railway  rates,  chiefly  affect- 
ing local  productions  of  various  kinds,  as  agri- 
cultural produce,  agricultural  lime,  native 
coals,  timber  for  export,  sheep  and  pigs,  agri- 
cultural implements,  cheese  and  milk,  grass- 
seed,  flax,  &o.,  and  in  passenger  fares  and 
others.  Particulars  of  these  alterations  will  be 
found  in  the  Table  No.  32.  While,  therefore, 
the  traffic  has  grown,  there  has  net  been  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  gross  revenue." 

Now,  I  have  had  a  comparative  table  supplied 
to  me.  I  do  not  vouch  for  its  accuracy,  because 
it  has  been  roughly  compiled ;  but  it  will  show 
the  difference  in  the  charges  between  New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  New  Zealand,  and 
it  will  give  us  an  idea  as  to  whether  our  railway 
tariff  is  as  liberal  as  we  have  a  reasonable  right 
to  expect.  I  take  Class  E — Grain,  &c. — which 
refers  to  the  carriage  of  local  productions 
mainly : — 
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8.   d. 

8.     d 

8.   d.'y.      d. 

£    8.    d. 

New  South  Wales 

4     0 

4    6 

7     4,11     9,0  18  10 

Victoria 

3     6 

3    6 

6    Oil     00  19    6 

New  Zealand*     . . 

4     55    6 

9    813  101     2    2 

*  Including  allowance  for  loading  and  uuloadiug. 
I  have  also  got  a  comparative  statement  show- 
ing the  passenger  fares  per  mile   charged  in 
those  three  colonies,  which  will  prove  that  we 
are  also  ahead  : — 


Fu-Bt. 

Second. 

First. 

Second. 

8.     d. 

B.    d. 

8.       d.'       8.       d. 

Sat.  Return. 

New  Zealand    ..   0    2i 

0     IS 

0         1     0    2i 

ExcurFion. 

New  South  Wales  0    2J 

0    u 

0     3 

0     2 

Victoria             ..0    2 

0     li 

0     3 

0     2 

I  will  not  detam  the  House  by  alluding  to  the 
concessions  made  in  the  other  colonies  respect- 
ing excursions,  or  what  are  known  as  Saturday 
return-fares.  I  think  the  time  has  certainly 
arrived  when  substantial  reductions  should  be 
made  in  connection  with  freights  and  railway 
passenger  fares.  Of  course  it  might  be  argued 
that  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  have  & 
greater  population  than  Now  Zealand — that, 
consequently,  the  revenue  accruing  from  the 
railways  there  would  be  larger,  and  that 
those  colonies  could  afford  to  carry  passengers 
at  lower  rates;  but  I  think  it  must  not  be 
dismissed  from  our  minds  that  the  population 
in  those  great  colonies  is  concentrated  in  the 
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cities,  and  that  in  New  Zealand  wo  have  a 
larger  population  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, al:>o  that  wo  have  a  larger  area  of  country 
under  cultivation  than  they  have  in  New  South 
Wales.  In  New  South  Wales  they  have  1,688 
miles  of  railway,  and  852,017  acres  under  crop ; 
while  in  New  Zealand  we  have  1,570  miles  of 
railway,  and  1,132,241  acres  under  crop.  There- 
fore it  will  be  seen  that  the  gradual  growth  of 
our  trade  in  that  respect  is  due  entirely  to  our 
railways.  I  hold  that  it  should  be  our  policy 
to  borrow  moderately  for  what  may  be  termed 
reproductive  works,  in  order  that  the  people  of 
lihiglaud  and  New  Zealand  may  bo  able  to 
sell  what  the  other  needs  to  buy,  and  to  place 
our  cultivators  within  an  easy  market,  because 
in  other  countries  where  wheat  is  grown  to  a 
largo  extent  I  find  that  very  great  facilitic:^ 
are  extended  to  cultivators  to  send  their  pro- 
duce to  markets.  This  is  notably  the  case 
in  liulia  and  also  in  America.  I  need  not 
detain  the  House  by  quoting  the  extraordinary 
facilities  that  are  extended  to  agriculturists  for 
the  transit  of  their  produce  to  markets  ;  but  it 
must  bo  apparent  to  the  minds  of  honourable 
members  that  the  agriculturists  of  New  Zea- 
land have  to  compete  with  them  in  the  markets, 
and  tiiat  therefore  we  should  extend  every 
facility  to  the  producer  to  forward  his  grain  to 
those  ]>laccs  where  they  are  called  upon  to 
compete  with  the  exporters  of  grain  from  other 
countries.  I  hold  that  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealojid  could  not  have  any  higher  duty — no 
matter  how  it  has  been  neglected  in  the  pa^t — 
than  to  aCord  every  facility  for  the  transport  of 
our  colonial  products,  because  it  is  only  by  the 
development  and  extension  of  those  resources 
that  v.o  can  reasonably  expect  our  railways  to 
pay  a  fair  amount  of  interest ;  and,  although 
our  railways  have  been  constructed  at  a  high 
rate,  1  think  that,  looking  through  the  returns 
that  have  been  published  from  year  to  year,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  they  will  compare  very 
favourably  witli  otlier  colonies.  But  I  think 
that  more  yet  could  be  got  out  of  the  railways 
if  they  were  fairly  managed.  In  looking  over 
the  rate  of  interest  paid  by  the  railways  in  the 
more  important  centres  of  New  Zealand,  I 
find  a  steady  increase,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions. I  have  quoted  four  years— 1883,  1884, 
1885,  1886 — showing  the  rates  of  interest  per 
oont.  on  the  cost  of  construction  which  these 
railways  yield,  after  deducting  working  ex- 
penses : — 


1883. 

1884. 

1835. 

188C. 

Auckland     . . 
Napier 
"Wellington  .. 
Wanganui    . . 
Hawke's  Bay 

£   s.   d. 

2  9     2 

3  9     6 
1  14     0 
I     8     3 
1     6     5 

£    s.   d. 

2  7     7 

3  19     1 
18     0 
0  12     7 
3     7     2 

.s.  a. 

2  12     0 
4     0     5 

2  2     C 
0  18     0 

3  12  IC 

.£   s.   d. 
2     9     1 
4  18     9 

2  11     2 
0  12  10 

3  5     9 

Erom  that  table  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance 
that  our  railways  are  yearly  improving   their 
position,  and  all  that  is  required  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Ivess 


the  Government  is  to  extend  greater  facilities 
to  our  producers  to  enable  them  to  utilize  lines 
that  have  been  constructed  at  an  immeziM 
outlay ;  because,  although  a  large  falling-off' 
has  taken  place  in  the  carriage  of  agricultimi- 
produce,  that  is  due  mainly  to  the  high  rates 
charged,  while  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  Uis 
carriage  of  merchandise.  It  must  not  be  dis- 
missed from  our  minds  that  the  Atkinson- 
Whitakcr  Government  were  displaced  mainly 
because  they  refused  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  Canterbury  representatives 
for  a  reduction  of  railway  rates ;  and  the  agri- 
culturists did  hope — but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
we  are  disappointed — that  the  new  Govemmeiit 
would  make  a  reasonable  reduction.  I  say  the 
same  complaint  still  exists,  and  it  will  be  re- 
suscitated at  the  general  election ;  and  I  merely 
point  this  out,  as  it  is  my  duty  to  do,  represent- 
ing a  large  agricultural  community,  and  having 
been  returned  for  that  purpose,  and  I  should 
be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  now  rise 
to  complain.  I  have  been  elected  nearly  two- 
years,  and  I  should  bo  twitted  on  my  return  if  1 
did  not  say  what  I  am  now  saying ;  and  as  one 
who  hope  to  return  to  this  House  again,  and 
having  some  respect  for  my  election  pledges 
and  the  opinions  I  expressed  on  the  platform, 
I  hold  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so.  I  am  not  saying 
this  in  opposition  to  the  Government,  because 
the  Government  has  not  a  stronger  supporter 
than  I  am ;  I  am  not  one  who  waver  at  all 
in  my  allegiance ;  but,  still,  I  think  it  is  my 
duty—  if  one  section  of  it  is  mismanaged  or  is 
not  managed  according  to  the  desires  or  in- 
terests of  the  country — it  is  proper  and  right, 
when  a  fitting  occasion  presents  itself,  thatthia 
should  bo  ]Dointed  out  to  the  Government. 
To  give  an  idea  of  the  dissatisfaction  that 
existed  in  Canterbury  in  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  our  railw^ays,  I  need  only  quote  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  a  prominent  member  of 
tiiis  House  two  years  ago ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
tlie  arguments  which  he  advanced  against  the 
then  mismanagement  of  the  railways  must 
nccesr^arily  carry  weight  with  this  House,  be- 
cause he  occupies  a  high  position  in  connection 
with  railway  management.  This  is  what  he 
said : — 

'*  I  refer  to  what  I  know  and  have  seen.  I 
niiglit  allude  particularly  to  the  train  which 
runs  frcjm  Christchurch  to  Timaru.  That  train 
is  a  mixed  train,  as  it  is  called — it  runs  with 
goods  and  passengers.  It  runs,  according  to 
tiie  time-table,  at  a  speed  of  fourteen  miles  an 
hour,  and  those  who  have  had  the  misfortune  of 
travelling  by  that  train  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  about  the  most  curious  and  agonizing 
torture  that  one  could  possibly  endure  in 
travelling  by  rail.  Of  course  in  the  old  days  of 
stage-coaches  one  was  prepared  to  put  up  with 
discomfort  in  travelling ;  but  we  expect  some- 
thing better  than  that,  now  that  we  have 
railways.  Now,  the  way  in  which  the  running 
of  this  train  is  managed  is  not  likely  to  be 
attended  with  anything  like  economy,  but 
absolutely  the  reverse." 

That  was  said  by  the  present  Minister  for 
Public  Works.    Tho  same  agonizing  tortures 
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exist  now  as  were  then  described  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  was  in  opposition. 
Seeing  that  he  has  now  the  management  of 
these  rallwaj-s,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  his  first  step  would  have  been  to  improve 
what  he  condemned.  In  speaking  of  the 
maziagemcnt  and  condition  of  the  Southbridge 
line  this  is  what  the  same  honourable  gentle- 
man said : — 

"  K  any  one  from  Christchurch  has  business 
aloog  that  line,  to  get  there  by  railway  he  must 
kftye  Christchurch  by  a  quarter  past  seven  in 
the  morning,  and  cannot  get  back  iftitil  the 
same  hour  at  night.  What  is  the  consequence  ? 
Nearly  every  one  to  whom  time  is  an  object 
goes  by  road.  If  people  club  together  and  take 
a  buggy,  they  can  not  only  save  time,  but  go 
at  half  the  price  for  which  they  could  go  by 
train.  I  do  not  consider  that  good  railway 
management,  or  even  a  reasonable  effort  to 
wcoorage  traffic.  That  is  an  instance  of  how 
a  bzanch  line  is  managed." 

The  same  thing  exists  now.    There  is  just 
one  hour  saved  in  getting  back  to  Christchurch. 
In  that  part  of  the  district  the  complaints  are 
qmte  as  great  as  they  were  two  years  ago.     I 
think  that  really  the  time  has  arrived  when 
our  railway  management  should  be  placed  on  a 
better  and  more  efficient  footing.     It  has  been 
frequently  said  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  not  the  control  or  absolute  manage- 
ment of  the  railways,  and  that  they  are  more 
ctmtrolled  by  the  General  ^Manager  than  by  the 
Minister.    New  Zealand  has  arrived  at  that 
stage  when  the  Minister  should  assert  his  au- 
thority, and  not  be  controlled  by  any  General 
Mwiager,  no  matter  whether  his  views  are  in 
opposition  to  the  views  of  the  Minister  or  not. 
Hie  opinion  hold  by  half  the  people   in  the 
country  is  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
is  only  second   in   command,    and   that    the 
General  Manager  really  dictates  to  him  what 
should  be  earned  out.    I  have  often  had  occa- 
sion to  communicate  with  the   ]Ministcr    for 
Bailways,   and  I  must  certainly  say  that  in 
Marly  every  instance  my  communication — per- 
haps not  purposely  —  has  been  treated   with 
^difference.     W^eeks  and  months  have  passed 
Siway  before  I  got  a  reply.     Matters  also  which 
I  brought   under  his  notice    as   Minister  for 
Pubhc  Works  have  been  treated  with  the  same 
indifference.   This,  no  doubt,  was  due  in  a  great 
loeaBure  to  the  amount  of  work  in  his  depart- 
ment; and  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  management  of  our  railways  and  of  public 
^oAs  should  be  separated,  and  the  manage- 
Dwntof  the  railways  should  be  placed  in  the 
kands  of  one  man,  and  the  control  of  our  public 
^tks  in  the  hands  of  another.     It  will  bo  re- 
membered  that  the  honourable    member  for 
Kaiapoi  (Mr.  I.  Wilson)  carried  the  following 
^solution : — 

"That  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
^wal  productions  —  for  export  or  otherwise  — 
^  a  readjustment  of  the  rates  of  railway 
^K^t.  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that 
the  freight  on  agricultural  produce  is  too  high, 
ttd  that  the  railway  tazifE  should  bo  readjusted 


with  a  view  to  a  substantial  reduction  before 
next  grain  season." 

This  is  what  that  honourable  gentleman  said 
in  reference  to  the  carrying  of  that  resolution 
on  the  occasion  of  his  re-entry  to  the  House, 
and  when  speaking  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment's management  of  railways : — 

**  Now,  I  have  stated  over  and  over  again 
that,  to  my  mind,  another  interpretation  should 
be  put  upon  that  resolution;  and,  had  that 
interpretation  been  put  upon  it,  the  result,  I 
think,  would  have  been  greatly  beneficial  to 
the  railway  system.  I  consider  that  what  was 
wanted  was  a  thorough  readjustment  of  these 
rates,  and  an  amended  classification  right 
through  the  piece.  It  should  be  made,  as  it  is 
in  other  places,  much  more  in  the  direction  of 
assisting  local  industries  and  local  productions 
of  all  descriptions  than  it  is  at  present." 

Fruit  is  a  very  important  production  of  this 
country,  but  there  is  almost  a  prohibitive  chargo 
placed  upon  it.  The  chargo  is  something  liko 
double  that  of  grain,  and  I  hold  that  that  pro- 
duction should  be  placed  in  the  same  class. 
Now,  the  x;)eoplo  of  America  aro  confident  of 
their  future,  and  they  push  on  their  public 
works  in  anticipation  of  settling  the  peoplo  on 
the  land,  and  realizing  upon  the  value  of  that 
land,  with  the  hope  that  its  occiipatioii  will  bo 
the  means  of  considerably  swelling  the  revenue. 
As  an  illustration  of  tlie  great  advantages  that 
have  resulted  from  railway  construction,  I  need 
only  point  to  what  the  railway  has  done  for 
Illinois.  Before  tho  railway  was  constructed 
to  that  State  it  was  almost  a  prairie,  but  it  was 
not  long  before  the  j) reduce  of  that  State  was 
doubled,  and  Chicago  can  bo  pointed  to  as  an 
evidence  of  what  the  railway  has  done  ;  and  I 
need  only  point  out  Nebraska  to  show  what 
railway  extension  has  done  in  that  country. 
The  Americans  are  in  the  habit  of  adaiDting 
their  charges  to  their  needs,  and  that  is 
v;hat  New  Zealand  requires.  Tliero  aro 
many  districts  in  New  Zealand  that  requira 
special  advantages  as  compared  with  other 
districts.  Take,  for  instance,  Canterbury  and 
Otago.  These  arc  almost  exclusively  grain- 
producing  districts,  and  I  know  that  they  re- 
quire special  consideration  at  tho  hands  of  the 
Government.  A  hard-and-fast  rule  should  not 
be  applied  to  those  districts,  because  it  is  only 
by  encouraging  farmers  there  to  crop  their  land 
that  we  can  hope  for  trafiic  for  our  railways. 
I  may  bo  pardoned  for  giving  one  other  illus- 
tration of  tho  great  advantages  secured  for 
America  by  railway  extension.  Mr.  Poor  says 
that  "tho  gain  to  producers  and  consumers 
which  was  secured  in  one  year  was  no  less  than 
£7,200,000 ;  wliilst  the  freight  in  tho  same  year 
was  increased  from  £ii,800,UOO  to  £3,000,000;" 
and  he  adds  that,  "  if  it  were  not  for  tho 
facilities  given  to  producers  that  year,  every 
bushel  of  grain  would  have  been  produced  at  a 
loss."  The  same  applies  to  us  in  reducing  our 
railway  charges.  I  do  not  think  I  need  trouble 
the  House  at  any  great  length.  I  hope  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  will  be  carried.  I 
am  quite  suro  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
I  country  to  see  public  works   prosecuted  wi*^*^ 
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Tigoar  and  economy,  and  it  is  idle  for  honour- 
able members  to  waste  time  to  criticise  it, 
because  the  country  demands  that  our  railways 
«hould  be  pushed  forward.  Although  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  stated  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  second  reading,  it 
was  idle  and  fruitless  on  his  part  to  say  that 
one  million  would  suffice  for  this  year.  I 
hold  that  the  colony  has  arrived  at  that 
stage  when  it  is  insulting  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  to  say  that  a  proposal  to  increase  the 
public  works  -  expenditure  by  half  a  million 
would  meet  with  any  resistance  on  their  part. 
The  people  of  New  Zealand  are  desirous 
of  completing  their  main  lines,  which  have 
been  carried  on  at  a  snail's  pace,  and  it  be- 
hoves the  Government  to  push  on  to  comple- 
tion the  main  trunk  lines  with  all  the  speed 
possible,  to  bring  them  up  to  a  paying  point. 
I  need  only  contrast  the  way  in  which  the 
main  lines  of  Victoria  and  other  colonics  are 
pushed  on  to  completion.  During  my  short 
stay  in  Victoria  I  have  seen  a  line  extending 
from  Melbourne  to  Sandhurst,  a  distance  of 
■one  hundred  miles,  commenced  and  completed 
in  six  years."  That  is  a  pattern  of  enterprise, 
and  I  hold  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
«jre  imbued  with  the  some  enterprise,  and  all 
we  want  is  a  courageous  Government  deter- 
mined in  their  own  minds  to  push  on  those 
works.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  would  bo  sup- 
ported in  the  country  if  the  Government  only 
had  the  courage  of  their  opinions.  I  believe 
the  Government  are  deserving  of  every  credit 
for  having  up  to  the  present  time  shown  a 
desire  to  push  forward  the  extensions  of 
our  railways,  though,  of  course,  they  were 
disappointed  in  their  wishes  last  year,  owing 
to  a  cause  to  which  I  need  not  now  refer. 
I  say  the  people  of  New  Zealand  are  anxious 
to   push   forward   our   railway-lines   to    com- 

gletion  ;  and  if  that  were  done  we  should  not 
ave  tliis  deplorable  yearly  **  cry  "  from  the 
unemployed,  nor  should  we  see  many  of  our 
•colonists  anxious  to  leave  the  colony — colonists 
many  of  them  brought  to  the  colony  at  the 
expense  of  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  there- 
fore by  their  leaving  the  whole  cost  of  their 
introduction  is  lost.  We  should  do  everything 
to  retain  and  increase  our  population,  by  in- 
suring that  they  shall  have  employment,  and, 
•above  all,  we  should  give  them  every  possible 
facility  for  settling  on  our  lands.  During  the 
short  tune  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
have  a  seat  in  this  House  it  has  been  my 
desire,  and  it  always  will  be  my  desire,  to  see 
our  public  works  pushed  on  with  all  the 
rapidity  in  our  power,  because  by  so  doing 
we  insure  the  settlement  of  the  lands  of  the 
colony  ;  and,  unless  we  do  that,  the  labours  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  both  Native 
Minister  and  Minister  of  Lands  to  facilitate 
and  hasten  settlement  will  not  have  the  great 
effect  they  deserve.  We  know  that  the  lot  of 
those  who  settle  on  land  in  the  out-districts 
is  often  a  hard  and  monotonous  one ;  but  by 
giving  them  good  means  of  communication 
with  the  older  -  settled  districts,  and  giving 
them  means  to  bring  their  produce  to  where  it 
Jlfr.  Ivess 


can  be  disposed  of,  we  can  do  much  to  mitigiito 
that  hardness  and  make  their  life  easier.  Wv 
give  them  a  greater  enjoyment  of  life  at  Hm 
same  time  that  we  do  enormous  service  to  tte 
country  in  many  ways,  and  chiefly  by  ligliteBr 
ing  the  burden  on  the  colonists  by  distribuLtiiigil 
over  a  greater  number.  Sir,  I  hope  the  pablie- 
works  proposals  of  the  Government  will  !»• 
assented  to  by  the  House,  and  I  have  xnadi 
pleasure  in  giving  them  my  support. 

Mr.  PERE.— Sir,  I  wish,  first,  to  reply  to  ^ 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotafa  last  night.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  Dr.  BuUer  had  induced  tha 
Native  members  to  support  the  present  Go* 
vernment.  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  able  to  see  into  thft- 
depths  of  my  mind  and  learn  the  reason* 
which  induced  me  to  vote  in  the  way  I  did. 
He  did  not  give  his  grounds  or  his  authority  for 
making  that  statement,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  be  the  cleverest  man  that  ever 
existed  if  he  was  able  to  read  what  was  in  my 
mind.  I  will  tell  the  House  the  reason  why 
I  have  supported  the  Government.  The  prin- 
cipal reason  is  that  I  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
policy  of  the  previous  Government,  and  espe- 
cially with  that  of  the  honourable  member  lor 
Waitotara,  who  was  a  member  of  that  Govern- 
ment. His  policy  as  to  Native  lands  weighed 
very  heavily  on  people  of  small  means.  The 
late  Government  brought  in  a  Bill  providing 
that  the  duty  on  Native  lands  should  be  paid 
in  a  lump  sum ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  also  responsible  for  the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act,  under  which  Natives  ars 
obliged  to  pay  rates  on  lands  from  which 
they  do  not  derive  any  profit  whatever.  The 
honourable  gentleman  also  proposed  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  under  which  the  administration  A 
Native  lands  would  be  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  It  was  to  oppose 
this  policy  that  I  was  elected  by  my  Native 
constituents.  There  were  many  other  objec- 
tionable features  in  the  policy  of  the  late 
Government.  After  I  was  elected  I  waited  on 
the  then  Premier  —  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont — with  the  other  Native  mem* 
hers,  and  asked  him  if  he  saw  his  way  to 
remove  the  pressure  that  was  bearing  down 
the  Native  people ;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man replied  that  he  could  not  help  us.  Why, 
then,  should  I  support  such  a  Government? 
Was  I  not  perfectly  free  to  support  any  new 
Government,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  do 
something  to  relieve  the  Native  people?  I 
give  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotata 
credit  for  being  a  wise  man,  and  I  say  it  is  out 
of  place  in  him  to  accuse  the  Native  members 
in  the  way  he  has  done.  Perhaps  he  made 
that  statement  out  of  the  desire  of  his  heart  to 
return  to  the  Government  benches.  This  19 
not  an  idle  statement  of  mine.  I  believe  I  am 
justified  in  making  it.  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  very  anxious  to  be  Native 
Iklinister  again,  and  it  will  be  for  those  per- 
sons who  have  received  benefits  from  him  and 
his  policy  to  return  him  to  the  Government 
benches ;  but  he  must  not  ask  me  to  help.    T 
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ifill  not  aJlade  to  that  matter  any  further,  but 
will  say  a  few  words  now  as  to  railways.    It 
Mroears  to  me  that  honourable  gentlemen  in 
tms  House  are  constantly  asking  for  railways 
and  other  public  works  to  be  made  in  their 
own  districts,  and,  if  the  Government  favour 
one  district,  then  the  people  of  other  districts 
ace  up  in  arms  at  once.    Those  who  have  had 
tiioir   fill    and    got  what  they  want  become 
envious  of  those  who  want  something,  and  at 
the  same  time  they  are  not  backward  in  making 
lorther  requests.    Perhaps  it  would  be  bettor 
if  the  present  Government  were  to  raise  oue 
anozmous  loan  that  would  satisfy  everybody, 
and  so  have  done  with  it.    If  that  were  done  it 
would  be  necessary  to  spend  a  large  sum  in 
immigration,  so  that  we  could  have  all  our 
lauds  settled.    By  that  means  people  possessing 
capital  might  be  induced  to  come  to  Now  Zea- 
land and  cast  in  their  lot  with  us.    Seeing  that 
there  appears  to  be  a  general  scramble  to  get 
public  works,  I  am  myself  inclined  to   maJce 
an  efiort  in  the  same  direction  for  my  own 
district.    But  the  people  in  my  district  would 
be   fully  prepared  to   meet   the    charge    for 
interest    on    any   public    works    there.      The 
district  I  represent,  though  it  has  contributed 
Tsrjr  largely  to  the  interest  upon  the  money 
spent  in  other  districts,  has  not  received  any- 
thing like  a  fair  share  itself  from  tbe  Public 
Works  Fund — it  has  not  received  any  equiva- 
lent for  the  taxation  it  has  contributed  for 
many  years  past.    I  think  the  time  is  near  at 
hand  when  we  should  have  a  railway  in  my 
district ;  but  for  fear  of  objections  being  raised 
I  have  hitherto  remained  silent  about  it.    I  am 
afraid  that  if  I  had  put  forward  that  claim 
ihere  would  have  been  objections  raised  to  it. 
I  win  now  refer  to  Government  land-purchases. 
Daring  the  two  years  in  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  the  House  has 
put  pressure  on  the  Government  to  purchase 
Afl^ve  land.    It  was  even  suggested  that  the 
Korth  Island  Trunk  Railway  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with  until  the  Native  lands  along  its 
nmie  had  been  purchased ;  that  before  that  work 
was  proceeded  with  the  Government  should  buy 
all  toe  Native  lands  sdong  it,  the  object  being, 
I  sappose,  to  prevent  the  Natives  having  the 
banent  of  the  largely-increased  value  of  their 
lands  given  by  the  making  of   the  railway. 
I  should  like  the  Government  to  retire  alto- 
gefher  from  Native-land-purchasing.    I  believe 
that  if  the  Government  had  not  made  an  effort 
to  buy  land  as  directed  by  the  House  probably 
a  want-of-confidence  motion  would  have  been 
brought  against  them,  and  they  would  have 
been  turned  oft  those  benches.    I  think  that 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  object  to  the 
Goremment  on  the  score  of   land-purchases 
aie  not  consistent.     I  will  not  make  a  long 
defence  of    those  honourable  gentlemen,   be- 
cause I  think  they  can  take  care  of  them- 
Hlves.    I  wiU  just  say  this :  that  I  believe  it 
would  he  better  if  the  Government  retired  from 
the  purchasing  of  Native  lands  entirely.    If 
this  disturbing  element  were  removed  these 
chaiges  against  the  Government  for  purchas- 
ing land  would  not  be  made,  and  the  Govern- 


ment would  be  in  a  better  position  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  Native  people.  They  would- 
be  able  to  give  their  undivided  attention  to  the 
settling  of  land  and  the  carrying-on  of  public 
works.  I  am  quite  in  favour  of  raising  a  very 
large  loan,  so  as  to  satisfy  tho  cravings  of 
every  honourable  member  in  this  House.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  last  year 
prevented  the  Government  from  carrying  out 
their  policy,  and  curtailed  their  spending- 
power ;  and  yet  that  honourable  gentleman  is 
now  acting  against  the  Government  because 
they  do  not  prosecute  public  works  mora 
vigorously  in  his  district.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  at  all  consistent.  I  think  a 
man  should  be  consistent,  and  stand  by  what 
ho  has  said  formerly.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  wo  go  on  borrowing  a  million  every  year 
there  will  always  be  some  wants  unsatisfied. 
I  say,  Let  us  have- one  loan  and  have  done  with 
it,  and  not  have  any  borrowing  afterwards  ;  so 
that,  after  we. have  raised  this  great  loan,  and 
spent  it,  we  may  set  to  work  to  discover  how 
the  interest  is  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — Sir,  the 
House  laughed  at  tho  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  because  he  suggested 
that  we  should  have  one  big  loan  that  would 
satisfy  everybody.  But  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  said  that». 
did  not  know  what  I  believe  to  be  a  f act- 
namely,  that  that  is  precisely  tho  view  held  by 
tho  Colonial  Treasurer  himself,  and  also  that 
at  no  very  distant  time  back,  I  believe,  it  was 
held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, including,  possibly,  the  Premier  himself. 
My  object  in  gettijig  up  now  is,  not  speci- 
fically to  reply  to  any  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  spoken,  but  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Treasurer  in  introducing-, 
this  Bill.  Tho  central  fact  of  this  Bill  and  the- 
Public  Works  Statement,  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected, is  that  we  are  to  raise  a  loan  of  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half,  which  is  to  extend  over  a  period 
of  two  years — that  is  to  say,  to  be  spent  at  the 
rate  of  £750,000  a  year — a  small  sum  in  com- 
parison with  the  borrowing  of  the  past.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  took  occasion  to  remark 
that  he  had  never  intended  that  any  proposal 
materially  differing  from  this  should  be  carried 
out,  that  the  proposal  involved  in  his  present 
policy  was  the  proposal  that  he  had  always 
intended  to  be  carried  out,  and  that  those  who- 
asserted  that  he  intended  to  raise  a  largo  loan 
of  eight  or  ten  millions  had  merely  distorted 
the  facts,  had  been  animated  by  political  hos- 
tility to  himself,  and  some  of  them  with  a. 
desire  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  colony.  I  am 
perfectly  free  to  confess  that  I  am  actuated 
by  political  hostility  to  the  Treasurer — though, 
I  hope,  by  no  other  kind  of  hostility  —  tho 
reason  for  which  is,  simply,  that  I  believe  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  himself  has  done  more  to- 
injure  the  credit  of  this  colony  than  any  other 
individual  in  it.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  in  his  place ;  but 
I  see  the  Premier  is  taking  notes,  and  he  is. 
very  well  able  to  look  after  tho  interests  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.    Now,  what  I  assert  j^* " 
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*'f  %  \:.i^  th<»  Colonial  TreaFurcr,  daring  the 
/*//'w,  Cf..,'^trA*jbly  kei  himRc-If,  ^ith  or  without 
U.'i  *j*%:.*'>'Ai.f:*i  of  the  Government,  to  imprejr- 
f.A.V;  l',«  ;/.*n<is  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
*.*,/*  IM;  2itr'x;ioiJ8  doctrine  that  prosperity  was 
V^  i/^  f<y  jiile'J  to  this  colony  hy  means  of  a  large 
K'«x,-'»/.at,  as  in  1870  he  had  called  propperity 
U^U*  *'.x:''-Xi  uttc.  hy  that  means,  so  now  he  could 
fff.ixA  it  i/y  a  hiniilar  procei-8.  Tliis  is  a  matter 
rfu,*,\i  ha«  not  hern  all u fled  to  specially  by 
t,iiy  hoiiOtirribJo  mcniher  that  I  am  aware  of 
:$.'.y\,*jn'f'\i  it  i»  a  very  important  one  in  its 
Xff'.'.nu';**  on  tJie  coloriy—exc'pt  hy  the  honour- 
fcUe  in<.mU  r  for  Clutlia  in  his  very  able  speech 
i/t-ti'>ii}ii'  I'Ut  there  are  some  points  which 
he  h.ft  oiit,  and  I  think  it  is  as  well  to  take 
tli^^n  up,  TlioKC  views  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
mter  v.i^re  nkctclied  ort  in  various  8j>ecclics 
tijrtt  lie  mrulc  during  the  recess.  But  he 
reac'ied  the  climax,  I  think,  in  the  speech 
thrxt  he  a'l<1r<HKed  to,  I  believe,  tlio  people  of 
TuH./'  I'rv.  That  addn.'ss  I  have  now  p;ot  before 
ine,  and  tlie  principal  points  to  v/hich  I  will 
tiU'.r  are  contained  in  a  few  sentences.  First 
of  all,  the  (Colonial  Treasurer  pointed  out  the 
fa/  L  that  t)uj  deprest.ion  whicn  existed  in  this 
c/ilnny  now  was  not  to  he  compsTcd  with  that 
\i\nt  h  exJHted  in  1800,  and  th(  n  he  went  on  to 
»»f»,y  thiit,  **  if  our  couru;els  " — that  is  to  say,  the 
v,\iUi:fU  of  hinihelf  and  of  his  Government — 
*' ar#t  \'\^U'\\tt{  to,  the  colony  v/ill  onco  more 
ti'vjtS.  itii  I'lide  of  plaf'c  and  reKO'.ircc."  What 
v.er"  lljes'n  eoun«eU  ?  T  think  tlicy  are  pretty 
lin;';|j  to  he  gathered  from  tlic  following  pas- 

♦•'rh«  ^P'at  dilTenjnco  of  opinion  between 
thorn?  who  hnpport  the  (lovornmcnt  and  those 
wlio  are  anxious  to  seo  a  change  is  that  our 
ojiponents  ar«  averso  to  that  policy  of  progro<is 
tvhit^h  to  UM  secniH  so  essential.  The  question 
hanjjH  very  unioh  unon  a  decision  as  to  whether 
tlm  public  works  policy  inaugurated  in  1870  has 
or  hiiH  not  been  on  the  whole  a  success.  It  is 
marvellous  that  any  number  of  jiersons  can  bo 
found  to  <}U(mtion  a  success  which  appears  to 
Die  to  be  as  clearly  eHtublished  as  that  one  and 
one  n\ako  two.  .  .  ,  The  action  of  the 
IhniMo  last  HcHNion  would  lead  to  tlio  oonolusion 
that  tl\e  public  wcnks  policy  is  to  bo  brought 
to  un  iM\d  as  quickly  as,  so  to  speak,  it  ciui  bo 
liquiuatod  ;  ajul  next  hoshIou  wo  shall  have  to 
choose  botwoon  this  liqulilation  and  a  resump- 
tion of  tho  policy." 

Then  ho  gvvs  on  to  remark  that  when  ho 
brought  down  that  policy  there  was  a  universal 
chonis  of  opposition  FOt  up  by  two-thirvls  of  tho 
inciulvrs  of  iho  then  House,  He  proeetnls  to 
yom:  out  whai  llu^  faults  of  that  policy  of  1S70 
>\oiv : — 

**Nv^  doubt  a!<o  thoro  have  been  faults, 
w>.:oh  our  cxixtionco  new  enables  \:s  to  detect, 
T.  o  Lvnvn\i:u  wA^i  fv^r  puriv^es  of  1\.h^  general 
ft  r.\:v.r\\  For  i-vory  sV..'".:^,^  oxponJed  on 
r>\:*v.,V>^  ni>rv.*  :h.\ri  ;&  :^V.iy..:'.^^  was  tApvUvud 
v^u  c:>.:r  oycv';c>;  ui.i  La  lue  i^os^xriiy  that 

js.^  ;  a:  j;.!*.  :>-o  .'.'"^rrvr-vX^  so  lv>  n:ado  in  the 
rev.-  IX-'  :y  Yrc.<  :>  w  :.  .  rr^-.  v  wii<  :o  bo  siwnt 


laneoos  purposes,  and  no  mone]^  wag  to  In 
Fpent  on  imicignition.  Now,  if  any  meaning 
attaches  to  this  language  at  all,  what  wtf 
here  sket<!hed  o::t  was  that,  whereas  the  colooj 
was  in  the  deepest  possible  state  of  depression, 
although  not  so  deep  as  in  lSo9,  nerertiielea 
the  Treasorer,  bj  a  big  loan,  was  to  recall 
prosperity  to  ns;  that  he  expected  the  sazne 
chorus  of  disapproval  from  members  of  the 
present  House ;  but,  if  that  chorus  of  disap- 
proval could  in  some  way  or  other  be  got  over, 
ho  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  country 
would,  by  that  means,  once  more  assert  "its 
pride  of  place  and  resource."  It  is  important 
to  remember  that  at  the  time  he  uttered 
those  statements  this  colony  had  been  bor- 
rowing, for  j'cars  before,  —  say,  five  or  six 
years, — at  tho  rate  of  exactly  a  million  and  a 
half  per  annum.  That  was  during  a  period  of 
great  depression — say  since  1879 ;  so  that  it  is 
perfectly  evident  that  when  he  wrote  that  ad- 
dress—for I  may  licrc  state  that  it  was  not 
delivered,  but  was  written  in  cold  blood, and  was 
therefore  not  like  any  speech  in  which  a  person 
is  liable  for  the  moment  to  overstep  the  lx>unds 
— it  is  evident,  I  say,  that  by  that  he  intended 
some  new  and  startling  policy,  involving  mainly 
a  new  and  large  loan.  And,  in  fact,  it  was 
taken  up  in  that  sense  by  the  entire  population 
of  tho  colony  and  also  by  the  Press,  even  by  the 
newspapers  that  supported  the  Government — 
they  all  concluded  that  some  new  and  startling 
policy  was  to  ho  brought  down.  In  the  pas- 
sages I  have  read  it  is  perfectly  true  that  there 
was  no  explicit  statement  of  amount — there 
was  no  mention  of  eight  or  ten  millions.  !nie 
wholo  thing  was  a  scries  of  innuendoes.  It  was 
intended  merely  to  suggest  that  such  was  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  see 
how  far  it  would  take  with  tho  public.  It 
was  intended  to  strike  the  public  mind,  and 
yet  to  keep  the  Treasurer  clear  of  conmiit- 
ting  himself  in  any  way.  Now,  here,  then, 
wo  have  a  policy  which,  if  adhered  to,  only 
involves  an  expenditure  of  £750,000  a  year. 
Can  it  possibly  be  said  that  in  any  sense  this 
policy  which  we  now  have,  this  comparatively 
moderate  policy,  is  the  policy  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  intended  when  he  wrote  that  address 
to  the  people  of  Tuapoka,  or  when  he  addressed 
tho  people  of  Auckland  and  told  them  that  this 
colony  could  and  ought  to  go  in  for  an  expendi- 
ture of  loan-money  of  two  millions  per  annnm, 
ono  and  a  half  millions  to  be  expended  on 
railways  and  half  a  million  on  other  forms 
of  public  works?  Either  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer intended  that  [wlicy  to  be  carried  ont 
or  ho  did  not.  If  he  did  not,  it  is  clear 
he  should  not  have  led  the  people  to  be- 
lieve that  ho  intended  it,  and  if  he  did  intend 
to  carry  it  out  he  should  not  have  gone  the 
le7\i:tU  of  denying  it  when  introducing  this 
Inli,  or,  at  any  r.ito,  of  fencing  with  the  ques- 
tion. Immediatoly  after  that  I  had  occasion 
to  address  my  constituents ;  and  I  am  perfectly 
free  to  say  this:  that  I  never  yet  addressed 
ti\ein  in  such  a  state  of  fear  and  trembling 
for  tho  hvnoful  influence  upon  their  minds 
iluit  th:so  speeches  of  the  Colonial  Trcasore 
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mi^t  have  had ;  for  there  was,  I  am  sorry 
to  saj,  a  pretty  general  idea  in  many  quar- 
lera  in  the  South  that  prosperity,  so  sa.dly 
wanted,  could  be  reccdled  by  these  methods. 
And  I  had  to  put  it  to  my  constituents 
in  this  way  :  I  had  to  point  out,  as  I  have 
aheady  stated  to  the  House,  that  wo  had 
been  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  a  year 
ever  since  the  depression  set  in  in  1879,  and 
that  as  that  money  was  borrowed  the  depression 
deepened.  I  had  to  put  the  problem  in  this 
war:  If  borrowing  nine  and  a  half  millions 
hfti  produced  so  much  depression  in  the  past, 
bow  much  depression  would  ton  millions  pro- 
duce in  the  future  ?  That  was  the  only  way 
that  I  could  see  of  striking  their  minds.  It 
seems  to  be  the  one  idea  running  through  the 
mind  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  the  only 
way  of  bringing  prosperity  to  a  district  or 
to  a  country  is  by  borrowing — by  bringing  in 
streams  of  foreign  money;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  that  is  an  idea  which  we  must  sum- 
marily stamp  out,  if  we  are  to  have  our  politics 
kept  pure.  I  did  not  use,  when  speaking  to  my 
constituents  at  Naseby,  an  argument  which  I 
think  might  very  well  be  used  in  this  PTousc, 
hecause  I  thought  that  it  would  be  out  of 
place;  but  I  hold  that  it  could  bo  proved,  on 
scientific  principles  and  with  mathematical 
accmacy,  that  the  question  of  prosperity  in 
this  country,  or  in  any  country,  is  not  to  be 
connected  with  the  expenditure  of  borrowed 
money.  When,  in  certain  cases,  scientists 
wish  to  find  out  the  cause  of  some  phenome- 
non, they  have  a  certain  formula,  which  they 
call  the  process  of  exclusion,  by  which  they 
can  do  it.  They  say, — Such-and-such  a  thing 
is  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon :  Take  that 
tliiog  away  and  the  phenomenon  remains : 
Therrfore  that  thing  was  not  the  cause  of  the 
phenomenon.  And  so  they  go  on.  A  some- 
'what  similar  formula  may  be  applied  to  our 
honowing.  The  formula  might  be  stated 
thus: — Borrowing  is  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
■perity:  The  borrowing  remains,  but  pro- 
sperity has  given  place  to  depression :  There- 
fore borrowing  was  not  the  cause  of  the 
pwfiperity. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—That  is  not  "  tho  process 
ofezolnsion"  at  all. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  honour- 
•hie  gentleman  will  pardon  me,  but  I  have  no 
^uht  that  he  will  twist  it  into  something 
which  may  appear  not  to  be  that  process,  with 
Jffl  usual  ingenuity.  Tho  formula  is  not  the 
««me,but  the  log^c  is.  Now,  it  is  a  curious  fact, 
and  one  that  will  certainly  be  worthy  of  notice 
when  our  political  history  comes  to  be  written, 
that,  while  the  Treasurer,  speaking  in  tho 
various  cities  of  Auckland,  Wellington,  and 
other  places,  and  ultimately  at  Tuapeka,  was 
Binking  deeper  and  deeper  into  tho  abyss  of 
prodigal  horrowing  and  extravagance,  the  Pre- 
mi^  advanced  step  by  step,  by  regular  degrees, 
"ontil  he  reached  a  considerable  degree  of  sound- 
ness and  economy.  The  Premier  made  three 
different  speeches  during  tho  recess,  and  in  the 
OKt  of  them  ho  made  no  allusion  to  this 
question  of  borrowing  at  all ;  but  in  the  second 


he  did,  in  a  cursory,  vague  way,  whioh  shows 
conclusively,  to  my  mind,  that,  while  he  was 
somewhat  startled  by  the  eSect  upon  the  pnblio 
mind  of  the  Treasurer's  speeches,  and  dis- 
appointed at  their  effect,  he  then  began  to  see 
that  some  sort  of  economical  administration,  so 
far  as  the  borrowing  and  spending  of  money  was 
concerned,  would  be  necessary — that  extra- 
vagance would  not  be  popular.  In  the  first  of 
those  speeches,  as  I  have  said,  he  mado  no 
reference  to  borrowing  at  all ;  but  in  the  second 
speech  he  used  the  following  language : — 

"  Hallways  were  going  on  in  Australia  and 
America ;  and  we  could  not  stand  still.  At  the 
same  time  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  no 
political  or  public  pressure  would  force  him  to 
consent  to  any  scheme  that  meant  simply 
borrowing  a  large  number  of  millions  without 
seeing  that  they  were  properly  expended,  and 
not  too  hastily.  There  was  a  danger  if  they 
went  into  the  market  to  borrow  a  large  number 
of  millions." 

I  should  think  not  indeed;  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  that  language  is  peculiarly  flabby^ 
as  if  tho  Premier  were  haltmg  between  two 
opinions.  At  Invercargill,  however,  the  Pre- 
mier arrived  at  what  I  may  call  the  highest 
point  of  economical  protestation.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that,  as  the  Treasurer  went  to  the 
lowest  deep  at  Tuapeka,  so  the  Premier,  acting 
on  the  reverse  principle,  reached  the  highest 
point  at  Invercargill,  for  there  almost  every 
statement  ho  made  of  any  importance  the 
Treasurer  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  go 
on  to  a  public  platform  and  apologize  for.  No 
one  could  have  supposed  that  the  several 
speeches  made  by  these  gentlemen  were  made 
by  colleagues  in  the  same  Government.  If  a 
stranger  had  landed  in  the  colony  at  that  par- 
ticular time,  and  had  heard  tho  Premier  de- 
liver his  speech  on  the  advantages  of  thrift  and 
economy,  and  had  heard  him  condenm  at  In- 
vercargill extravagant  borrowing,  and  then  had 
heard  tho  reply  which  was  immediately  made 
by  the  Treasurer  at  Wellington,  he  would  have 
supposed  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  instead  of  Treasurer  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  Government.  I  do  not 
blame  the  Premier,  because  in  each  of  these 
speeches  he  displayed  a  new  phase  of  develop- 
ment in  tho  direction  of  economy.  I  do  not 
blame  him  for  it  at  all. 

I  held  it  truth,  with  him  who  sings 
To  one  clear  harp  in  divers  tones, 
That  men  may  rise  on  stcppinf^-stones 

Of  thoir  dead  selves  to  higher  things. 

But  I  have  my  doubts,  after  what  I  have 
read  and  seen,  whether  the  Premier  really 
rose  at  all,  and  whether  he  was  not  rather 
dragged  upstairs,  by  the  force  of  public  opin- 
ion, on  tho  way  to  economy  and  soundness. 
And  now  the  honourable  gentleman  seems, 
like  tho  Colonial  Treasurer,  as  he  sits  there,  a 
perfect  picture  of  tlirift — like  Economy  upon, 
a  monument.  But  I  think  it  is  not  so  many 
months — and  my  opinion  is  borne  out  by  tho 
evidence  before  us— since  he  was  prepare^^ 
go  any  length  that  the  Treasurer  w«' 
pared  to  go;  and  that  is  saying  a  g* 
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I  have  no  desire  to  detain  the  House  for  any 
length  of  time,  and  therefore  I  will  here 
say  about  this  Bill  that  the  policy  itself  is 
not  a  bad  one.  It  is  not  perhaps  an  extrava- 
gant one — that  is,  assuming  that  the  spending 
of  this  loan-money  can  be  spread  over  two 
years,  as  is  intended.  But  there  is  no  possible 
guarantoo  that  we  shall  not  require  a  loan 
next  year;  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the 
£750,000  will  do  for  one  year ;  and  I  hold  that, 
so  long  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  occupies  a 
seat  on  those  benches,  there  is  a  very  solid 
guarantee  indeed  that  if  he  sees  his  way 
to  got  loan -money  next  year  he  certainly 
will  try  to  get  it.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  the  Treasurer  and,  possibly,  the 
Government  are  simply  baulked  of  what  they 
wanted,  and  that  they  will  wait  their  oppor- 
tunity. I  recollect  that,  in  one  of  his  ad- 
dresses, the  Treasurer  stated  that  he  dreaded 
anything  that  would  take  the  attention  of  the 
public  mind  off  the  policy  of  public  works. 
There  was  nothing  else  to  be  attended  to,  he 
thought;  no  question  of  policy  could  arise, 
nothing  could  arise  in  connection  with  the 
education  system,  nothing  could  arise  in  the 
process  of  raising  the  people  in  the  political 
scale— nothing  of  the  sort  was  contemplated ; 
but  he  regretted  anything  that  would  divert  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  from 
the  question  of  public  works — that  is  to  say, 
simply  from  the  question  of  public  borrowing. 
It  appears  to  me  that  a  perfect  craze  has  set  in 
in  connection  with  public  works,  and  the  result 
of  all  this  is  that  new  schemes  are  being  con- 
jured up  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  we  are 
having  brought  under  our  notice  a  new  group 
of  public  works,  which  must  in  time  land  us  in 
the  utmost  difHculty.  Any  one  who  has  read 
the  Financial  Statement — from  which  I  take, 
for  mere  convenience,  the  schedule  of  works — 
will  Kt;c  that  there  is  no  rest  from  this  borrow- 
ing, but  that  new  undertakings  are  being  put 
forward  for  the  expenditure  of  huge  sums  of 
money.  Sometimes  merely  small  sums  are 
mentioned,  and  at  other  times  very  large  sums ; 
but  what  I  want  to  make  clear  to  the  House  is 
that,  whenever  these  sums  are  once  scheduled 
for  particular  works,  we  can  never  get  rid  of 
the  liability  then  involved.  Once  these  lines 
are  mentioned  they  never  will  be  allowed  to 
drop.  The  liabilities  will  remain,  and  they  will 
be  such  as  cannot  be  ignored  in  the  light  and 
airy  way  in  which  the  Government  ignored  the 
£1,094,000  the  other  day.  Then,  there  is  the 
construction  of  this  double  line  out  of  Auck- 
land southwards. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  not  a  new  railway. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No ;  but  it  is 
a  new  proposal.  Then  there  is  the  Hokitika- 
Greymouth  Railway. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  not  new. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— If  not  new,  it 
is  very  improper,  and  not  so  long  since  it  was 
new. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  partially  made. 

Mr.  M.  J,  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  should  never 
have  been  made,  wholly  or  partially.  Then  there 
is  the  Blenheim-Tophouse  line — I  presume  the 
Mr.  M»  J.  S,  MackengtA 


Premier  will  hardly  say  that  is  not  ne^ 
the  Westport-InangGbhua  line,  which,  as  I  ] 
informed,  oven  the  people  in  the  district 
not  want.     And  then  there  is  a  line  xnejit^  ~ 
during  the  recess,  and  which  is,  I  undei 
now  being  surveyed,  but  which  the  honoi 
gentleman  did  not  care  to  put  down  here- 
is,  the  Lawrence-Roxburgh  line.   That,  &L9<^  \ 
a  line  which  has  been  mentioned,  and 
no  doubt  it  will  not  be  sdlowed  by  the  p(3oplft 
the  district  to  drop,  and,  although  it  is  nofc  i 
the  schedule,  depend  upon  it  it  will  appear 
the  schedule  on  some  future  occasiozi. 
those  lines  are  either  entirely  new  or  th.eyji 
unnecessary,  or  they  are  almost  new,  and    " 
will  entail  future  expenditure  on  a  very- 
scale.    I  feel  that  lines  which  really  d<^ 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  order 
compluto  them  to  workable  points  are  put  £a^ 
thcr  and  further  back  for  the  sake  of  theaa 
new  lines.    Look  at  the   Otago  Central,    for 
instance.     Honourable  members  laugh  when.  I 
mention  the  Otago  Central,  but  I  do  not  sup- 
pose they  will  laugh  when  they  get  the  facts  of 
the  case.     The  honourable  member  for   Wai« 
pawa  condenmed  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier    because    he  was   against    the    Ota^ 
Central  line   last  year  and   is   in  favour    of 
it   this   year.      I   presume    that   the   fact    of 
the    matter    is    that    the    honourable    mem- 
ber for  Napier  looked  into  the  merits  of  the 
line  in  question  during  the  recess  and  found 
that  it  was  a  very  good  one;   and  if  other 
honourable  members  would  do  the  same  I  hava 
not  the  slightest   doubt  they  would  come  to 
tlie  same  conclusion.    It  only  proves  that  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Napier  gets  old^ 
he  gets  wiser,  and  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Waipawa  does  not.    The  Otago  Central  lino 
has  been  eight  years  in  being  constructed.     It 
was  commenced  in  1878.    There  has  been  voted 
for  it  no  less  a  sum  than  £570,800,  and  there 
has  been  spent  upon  it  only  £318,418,  including 
the  liabilities  of    £51,000,    leaving  a  balance 
due  to  the  line    at  the    present  moment    of 
£432,382.    I  am  not  going    to    say  an}'thing 
about   the   Otago   Central   line    except  this: 
tliat  this  House  has,  in  past  years,  thought  fit 
to  vote  all  that  money,  and  that  the  money  has 
not  been  spent.    Therefore  it  is  not  fair  that 
this  line  should  be  allowed  to  drag  on,  being 
constructed  at  the  rate  of   one  mile  a  year» 
while  a  number  of  new  and  useless  lines  are 
only  now  appearing  on  the  surface.    As  regards 
the    district   railways  which  have  been  pur- 
chased, we  were  told  that  they  were  only  to 
be  paid  for  by  debentures,  and  therefore  they 
would  not  demand  a  sum  of  money.     Every 
transaction  is  made   with   debentures  nowa- 
days— it  may  be  called  Government  by  deben- 
ture.   It  is  nothing  else  but  loans  and  deben- 
tures.    The  purchase  of  the  district  railways 
last  year  was  not  supposed  to  demand  any  loan- 
monevR,  and  now  wo  find  that  an  extension  of 
the  Thames-Te    Aroha  line  is  put  down  lor 
£80,000.    It  is  a  very  wrong  thing  that  lines 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  this  House  and 
the  country  as  national  lines,  whether  they  be 
good  or  bad,  so  long  as  they  have  been  so  sane- 
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iioned,  shonid  have  their  claims  forestalled  in 
this  way.    The  Otago  Central  line,  having  been 
so  lonsj  kept  in  hand,  ought  now  to  be  brought  to 
a  woricable  point :  I  do  not  care  where  that  point 
is,  so  long  as  it  is  found  to  be  a  suitable  one  ; 
and  tiiat  should  be  done  before  any  new  lines 
are  comnienced.     I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
in  connection  with  entirely  new  lines  we  are 
•'  laying  up  for  ourselves  wrath  against  the  day 
of  WKLth."     We  all  know  and  feel  that  they  are 
not  wanted — that  they  will  not  pay,  and  will 
not  be  useful  in  developing  the  settlement  and 
progress  of  this  colony.     What  I  do  feel  sad 
about  is  that  the  sole  object  of  entering  upon 
all  those   new  lines  is  simply  to  enable  the 
Government  to  consolidate  support  to  itself  in 
the  House.    That  is  my  deliberate  conviction. 
In  coiiclusion,  I  say  that  we  may  make  light  of 
'   it  now,  and  laugh  at  honourable  members  such 
as  the  honourable   member  for  Pamell,  who 
•  has  warned  tliis  House  and  the  country  against 
I    eict>5ivc  bo  11  owing ;  but  I  believe  there  is  a 
day  coming  when  we  shall  certainly  pay  dearly 
for  ou  carelessness.     Only  the  other  day  I  was 
;    reading  of  an  occasion  when  the  great  states- 
man, Charles  Fox,  was  dining  with  Edmund 
Burke,  and  Burke  was  declaiming  about  the 
French  Revolution  and  the  evils  it  would  entail 
on  Great  Britain  by  its  example.     Fox  said, 
•'  Never  mind,  Mr.  Burke  ;  depend  upon  it  we 
shall  go  on  as  we  are  until  the  day  of  judg- 
ment."     "  That  may  be   very  true,"   replied 
Burke ;  •'  but  it  is  the  day  of  no-judgment  I  am 
afraid  of."     Sir,  it  is  the  day  of  no-judgment  I 
am  afraid  of.     I  beUeve  the  judgment  of  the 
pnbhc  mind   of    New  Zealand   is  being   cor- 
rupted and  demoralized  by  this  constant  stream 
of  borrowed  money.     We  are  being  taught  not 
to  rely  on  our  own  resources.     We  all  know 
that  prosperity  can  only  come  to  any  country, 
and  can  only  belong  to  it,  by  the  quantity  of 
its  products,  by  the  price  those  products  bring 
in  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  by  the  favour- 
able rei.ition   of    that    price   to   the   cost    of 
production.      Prosperity  can  only  come  when 
we  can  produce  largely,  and  when  that  pro- 
dace  sells  at  a  profitable  price.     A  new  doc- 
trine is  being  foisted  on  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land by  those  in  high  places,  and  that  is  that 
whenever  we  are  in  depression  we  must  look  to 
borrowed  money  to  get  us  out  of  it.     I  believe 
that  doctrine  has  produced,  and  will  produce  in 
future,  most  disastrous  results.     As  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  the  great  apostle  of  that  doctrine, 
all  I  can  say  is,  that  I  trust  this  House  will, 
though  it  may  not  perhaps  do  it  this  session, 
Assert  itficll  at  no  distant  date ;  and,  if  the 
House  docs  not,  that  the  country  will  take  the 
matter  in  hand  and  send  members  to  this  House 
who  'Will  demand  a  change  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Government,  as  a  result  of  which  a  better 
and  sounder  economy  may  be  instilled  into  it. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— Sir,  I  understand  that  in 
the  discussion  on  the  present  measure  the  re- 
marks of  speakers  are  not  necessarily  confined 
to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  but  that  we  may 
make  a  general  criticism  of  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Grovemmcnt  and  their  public 
"Works  policy.    In  the  very  few  remarks  I  intend 
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to  make  I  have  no  wish  to  go  much  beyond  the 
measure  which  we  have  before  us.  There  can 
be  very  little  doubt  that  the  utterances  of  the 
Treasurer  during  the  recess  led  to  an  impres- 
sion throughout  the  country  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  bring  down  to  this  House  a 
further  largo  scheme  of  borrowing  ;  and  it  was 
only  the  feeling  which  was  evoked  in  tlie  public 
mind  against  such  a  large  scheme  that  has 
tended,  I  believe,  towards  the  modification  in 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  which  they 
are  now  submitting  in  this  Bill.  The  feeling 
which  was  very  strong  in  the  country  resulted 
from  this  consideration :  that  a  large  borrow- 
ing policy,  if  promulgated  and  acceptod  by  the 
country,  would  contain  no  guarantee  tliat  the 
objects  to  which  the  loan  was  to  be  applied 
would  be  of  a  reproductive  character  —  that, 
in  fact,  there  mi.i^ht  be,  and  would  be,  a  re- 
currence to  the  expenditure  of  money,  as  in 
the  past,  on  works  not  necessary  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  colony,  and  which  it  would  be 
desirable  to  leave  for  some  future  time.  The 
Treasurer,  in  speaking,  tried  to  form  two  classes 
in  the  community :  one  being  those  opposed  to 
all  borrowing  and  who  were  in  favour  of  an 
immediate  stoppage  of  public  works,  nud  the 
other  being  those  who,  like  himself,  were 
desirous  to  pusli  on  public  works,  as  lie  said, 
'*  vigorously  " — that  is  to  say,  those  who  were 
in  accord  with  liimself  as  to  the  pace  at  which 
the  colony  should  go  in  tlie  way  of  b(jrrowing 
money.  I  think  it  will  be  allowed  by  the 
House  that  the  number  of  those  who  consider 
it  desirable  that  our  borrowing  money  should 
stop  and  our  public  works  should  cease  is  very 
small  indeed  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  those  who  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  heavy  indebtedness  of  the  colony  and 
the  necessity  for  prudence,  and  yet  believe  that 
we  must  go  on  borrowing  to  a  limited  extent, 
and  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  stop  in  our 
career  of  public  works,  is  very  large.  It  was,  I 
believe,  tlio  strength  of  feeling  amongst  that 
class,  which  the  Treasurer  seemed  to  ignore, 
that  was  the  means  of  causing  the  Government 
to  reconsider  their  first  intentions  and  to  come 
down  w^ith  much  more  moderate  proposals  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  submitted.  I  may 
as  well  state  at  once  that  I  do  not  object  to  the 
amount  which  it  is  proposed  to  borrow  in  this 
Bill,  but  I  do  object  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  proposed  to  be  spent.  I  do  not  think  the 
railways  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill  on  which  this  money  is  to  be  spent  are 
of  a  kind  which  are  necessary  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  colony,  or  that  they  are  even  in 
accord  with  the  views  the  Government  expressed 
as  to  tlie  kind  of  railways  on  which  money 
should  be  spent.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
are  several  lines  in  the  South  Island  mentioned 
in  this  list  which  are  not  only  small  lines,  but 
also  new  works,  and  which  might  fairly  wait 
until  times  were  more  prosperous  in  the  colony, 
when,  by  the  increase  of  our  population,  there 
would  be  a  greater  likelihood  of  traffic,  and  they 
would  to  some  extent  be  of  a  paying  character. 
It  was  understood  that  the  cardinal  point  iu 
the  public  works  policy,  when  inibmted, 
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that  the  main  trunk  lines  of  the  oolony,  at  all 
erentf ,  should  be  made ;  and,  then,  there  was 
this  other  leading  feature— «uid  latterly  it  has 
been  agreed  to— that  those  lines  which  have 
already  been  made  up  to  a  certain  point  should 
be  carried  on  until  they  came  to  a  point  at 
which  they  would  be  paying.  Then,  again, 
there  is  a  third  class  of  works,  consisting  of 
thoHC  railways  which  already  exist,  and  which 
require  to  have  additional  permanent-way  and 
accommodation  for  the  public  by  reason  of  the 
increased  traffic  upon  them.  These  are  the 
three  claftses,  as  I  understand,  which  deserve 
particular  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  House, 
axid  which  should,  in  a  great  measure,  sway 
the  House  and  the  Government  in  determin- 
ing the  manner  in  which  the  money  borrowed 
for  railways  should  be  spent.  And,  to  show 
that  I  am  not  misjudging  the  Government  in 
the  statement  I  have  made  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  they  proposed  that  the  money  should 
be  allocated  for  railway  purposes,  I  need  only 
refer  to  what  the  Treasurer  said  in  1884.  He 
then  Raid  that,  in  the  interest  of  prudence  and 
ooramon-sense,  railway  works  must  be  carried 
on  with  some  regard  to  early  returns  as  the 
works  progressed.  Can  that  bo  said  of  many 
of  thcHc  small  lines  to  which  I  have  referred 
as  contained  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill?  I 
do  not  think  it  can;  and  I  believe  that  in 
nutting  those  linos  in  the  list  the  Government 
have  been  forgetful  of  that  which  they  sketched 
out  OS  the  policy  which  should  be  followed. 
Then,  again,  what  has  become  of  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Financial  Statement  of  1885? 
In  that  Statement  we  find  the  Treasurer  say- 
ing this :  that  in  future  there  should  be  three 
classes  of  rail^^ays ;  and  these  were  —  first, 
forest  railway 8,  the  cost  of  which  was  to  be 
recouped  by  tlie  sale  of  the  forests  and  forest 
land  ;  second,  diutrict  railways,  the  peculiarity 
of  which  was  to  be  that  the  local  bodies  would 
have  to  pay  half  the  interest  which  might  be 
required  in  excess  of  the  receipts,  presumably 
to  restrain  the  desire  for  useless  railway-lines ; 
then  there  were  the  main  tnmk  lines.  These 
are  the  three  classes  of  railways  which  the 
Treasurer  mentioned  in  his  Statement  of  1885 ; 
and  I  Hhould  like  to  ask  what  has  become  of  the 
pulioy  which  was  shadowed  forth  in  that  State- 
ment. It  seems  as  if  those  honourable  gentle- 
men had  no  sooner  promulgated  their  ideas 
with  regard  to  the  future  than  they  at  once 
disregarded  those  intentions,  and  we  hear  no 
mure  about  them.  Again,  when  the  Treasurer 
was  in  Auckland,  and  was  speaking  on  this 
subject  of  railways,  and  referring  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Premier  at  Dunedin,  ho  stated 
that,  if  the  money  is  to  be  expended  in  re- 
productive works,  it  ought  to  be  arranged  that 
the  returns  from  those  works  should  come  in 
by  way  of  relief  to  the  general  revenue.  I 
desire  to  emphasize  this  point,  and  to  say  that, 
while  this  is  the  feature  which  the  Government 
laid  dowa  to  the  country  as  characterizing 
their  policy,  they  do  not  give  effect  to  it  in  the 
li.st  of  rail>Yays  now  before  the  House,  and  on 
which  the  money  to  be  borrowed  under  this 
Bill  is  to  be  expended.  In  regard  to  the 
Mr,  M.  J,  S,  MacheiuiU 


North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  I  am  not  _ 
to  twit  the  Government  with  reepect  to 
statement  now  made — that  it  wiU  take 
years  to  make  that  line,  or  say  that 
have  failed  in  their  promise  as  to  the 
at  which  that  line  would  be  completed, 
believe,  myself,  that  the  statement  they 
made  as  to  the  short  time  it  would  take 
incorrect;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
willing  to  allow  that  that  railway  has  at 
been  retarded,  as  the  Government  have 
quently  avowed,  by  the  action  of  this  House  ia! 
restricting  the  money  to  be  expended  on  ita^\ 
ways  last  session.  The  Government  profess  lo'i 
have  taken  active  steps  regarding  the  pnrchaw.- 
of  land  along  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway-' 
line ;  and  I  am  not  going  to  take  any  objeo> 
tion  to  that — on  the  contrary,  it  has  my  Teiy 
hearty  approval ;  but  I  cannot  condemn  in  too 
strong  terms  the  proposal  they  have  now  mads 
— to  take  the  money  for  that  purpose  from  thA 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan.  We  all  know  how 
the  Government  hinted  during  the  recess  thai 
they  might  take  this  money  and  use  it  in 
carrying  on  other  works,  and  it  was  only  when 
a  feeling  of  horror  was  evoked  throughout  the 
whole  country  at  such  an  idea  that  they 
departed  from  their  intention  in  that  re- 
spect. Then,  we  find,  when  frightened  by 
public  opinion,  that  they  turned  round,  and 
the  Treasurer,  in  Auckland,  stated  that  the 
Government,  so  far  from  intending  to  use  this 
money  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for 
which  it  was  voted  in  1882,  were  proposing  to 
make  it  still  more  clear  that  the  money  should 
only  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended.  It  was  very  satisfactory  to 
find,  from  that  speech,  that  the  Treasurer 
had  come  to  a  right  frame  of  mind,  and  that 
he  was  thoroughly  in  earnest  in  his  determi- 
nation to  see  that  the  money  was  devoted  to 
its  right  object.  In  his  speech  at  Auckland  he 
said,  ^'  I  may  state  that  I  have  taken  steps  to 
enable  this  loan  not  to  be  raised  until  the 
House  has  had  an  opportunity  of  devoting  it  to 
those  purposes  for  which  it  was  destined  to  be 
raised."  That  is  all  very  well ;  but  what  are 
we  to  think  of  the  Treasurer  now,  when  we  find 
that,  with  the  same  breath  in  which  he  says 
that  they  are  going  to  "  car-mark  "  this  loan, 
he  also  says  that  they  are  going  to  use  it  for 
the  purchase  of  Nativo'land  ? — a  purpose  which, 
honourable  gentlemen  will  have  no  difBculty  in 
seeing,  was  not  at  all  contemplated  when  ths 
loan  was  originally  authorized  to  be  raised 
in  1882.  We  all  know  very  well  why  this 
proposition  to  use  this  money  for  purchasing 
Native  land  along  the  Nortii  Island  Trunk 
line  has  come  from  the  Government.  We 
know  that  it  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
Treasurer  made  a  mistake  in  his  Statement 
when  he  said  that  there  would  be  £800,000 
available  for  works  other  than  railways.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  that  mistake  we  should  very 
probably  not  have  heard  of  this  proposition. 
It  was  no  doubt  because  of  this  deficiency,  and 
of  his  temporary  oblivion  of  the  fact  of  these 
liabilities  existing  to  the  amount  of  over  a 
million  pounds,  that  he  had  to  make  some  shifts 
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a  Older  to  make  np  that  deficiency.    It  was 

fj  doing  sach  things  as  proposing  to  bring  in 

be  money  for  rolling-stock  and  plant  which 

night  be  debited  to  the  varioas  railways  in 

the  list,  and  thus  set  free  some  of  the  amount 

to  be  borrowed  to  be  expended  on  other  works 

iian  railways,  and  by  this  other  shift  of  using 

br  the  purchase  of  land  the  money  intended 

31|]y  for  the   construction  of  the  main  trunk 

line,  that  he  has  seen  his  way  to  make  up  some 

irf  the  deficiency  which  he  has  been  able  to  per- 

eeive  since  he  made  his  erroneous  Statement. 

Aiid  now  the  qnestion  is  this :  The  (jovemment 

hAxing  found  that  they  had  made  a  mistake  as 

to  the  money  available  for  works  other  than 

nilways,  how  is  that  money  to  be  provided? 

My  own  idea  is  that  it  would  be  a  much  more 

<ati:{factory  proceeding  on  their  part  if,  instead 

olaiiempting  to  take  the  money  from  the  North 

i^&jid  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  and  devoting  it  to 

the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  they  were  to  cur- 

t&il  some  of  the  smaller  lines  in  the  list,  which 

-ue  not  necessary  in  the  present  condition  of 

ihe  colony,  and  which  are  not  in  accord  with 

the  avowed  intention  of  the  Government  as 

to  the  manner  in  which  the  borrowed  money 

should  be  spent  on  railways.    I  shall  certainly 

-oprose  the  diversion  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 

Lc^n  to  any  other  purpose  than  the  construction 

cf  tae  line,  and  I  shall  be  one  of  those  who 

«U1  leave  it  to  the  Government  to  devise  some 

means  of  finding  funds,  either  in  the  way  I  have 

wggeated  with   regard  to  curtailing  some  of 

xhisi&  in  the  schedule,  or  such  other  course 

as  the  Government  may  be  able  to  propose 

vhichwill  commend  itself  to  the  approval  of 

tbe  House. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — Before  you  put  the  question, 
Sir,  I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  ;  and 
1  may  almost  preface  thorn  by  saying  tliat  I 
5«arcel?  know  whether  I  should  speak  at  all, 
l«cause  I  recognize  this  fact :    that  speeches 
nrely  influence  a  man's  vote  in  a  division — if 
I  may  put  it  in  that  way.    But  perhaps  our 
cottstitaents  expect  us  to  express  our  opinions 
on  sabjects  of  large  importance  such  as  this  be- 
fore OS  on  the  present  occasion.    Perhaps  that 
"•ill  justify  my  action  in  rising  to-night.    Now, 
^  of  all,  I  wish  to  take  notice,  in  the  few  re- 
fflatks  I  am  about  to  make — because  they  will 
^  few,  as  I  shall  condense  them  as  much  as 
possible — I  wish,  first,  to  take  notice  of  some  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.    He, 
£rst,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  informed  us  that  he 
had  some  secrets  to  disclose  to  the  House — 
some  Cabinet  secrets.    Well,  if  I  understand 
the  English  language  at  all,  the  secrets  he  dis- 
cl«ed  to  the  House  were  that  in  reality  he 
had  made  a  very  great  mistake  in  reference 
^0  that  £800,000,    which   had   so   long  gone 
missing,  but  of  which  the  honourable  member 
ior  Egmont — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  put  it 
in  that  way  —  discovered  the   locality.     The 
Colonial  Treasurer  appears  now  to  disclaim 
emphatically  that  he  had  ever  been  advocat- 
e's a  large  borrowing  policy — I  mean,  during 
the  recess.    Now,  it  seems  to  me  impossible 
to  deny,  reading,  at  any  rate,  between  the  lines 


of  the  speeches  the  honourable  gentleman 
delivered  during  the  recess,  that  he  was  the  ad- 
vocate of  a  very  large  borrowing  policy  indeed. 
When  he  addressed  a  very  la^e  meeting  at 
Auckland  he  made,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
so,  a  piteous  appeal.  He  said,  "  Are  you  going 
to  give  the  colony  another  chance  ?  "  and  the 
colony,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  accepted 
that  view  of  the  situation ;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui — 
I  suppose,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Cabinet — 
suggested  the  idea  of  a  dissolution.  And  what 
were  the  questions  which  suggested  themselves 
to  the  constituencies  ?  I  will  put  that  to  the 
House.  Why,  every  candidate  who  was  dangled 
before  a  constituency  represented  by  an  Op- 
position member  represented  himself  as  an 
advocate  of  borrowing  ten  millions  and  a  policy 
of  Protection  combined. 

Mr.  HATCH.— A  good  line,  too. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Well,  if  I  were  to  suggest  any 
two  things  which  I  thought  would  sink  the 
ship  of  State  it  would  be  Protection  and  heavy 
borrowing  combined.  It  has  been  alleged 
during  the  course  of  the  debate,  by  some 
Government  supporters,  following  the  cue  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  he  did  not  mean 
heavy  borrowing.  Well,  then,  where  was  the 
necessity  for  the  Premier  of  the  colony  to  go 
down  to  Invercargill  and  practically  disclaim 
the  policy  of  his  colleague,  after — I  wish  to  note 
this — after  the  colony  had  pronounced  against 
it,  that  is  to  say,  after  all  those  who  wished 
to  make  this  beautiful  colony  their  home  had 
pronounced  against  it  ?  We  know  perfectly  veil 
that,  had  this  heavy  borrowing  been  brought 
down,  it  would  have  attached  the  vote  of  every 
man,  presumably,  who  had  nothing  to  lose ; 
but  we  who  had  made  this  colony  our  home, 
and  intend  to  make  it  our  home,  will  certainly 
oppose  proposals  which  can  only  land  us  in 
disaster.  There  is  another  matter  which  I 
wish  to  allude  to  in  reference  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  speech.  He  made  a  statement 
which,  I  must  say,  appeared  extraordinary,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  He  contended — I  do  not 
recollect  his  exact  words — that  if  we  borrowed, 
nationally,  thirty  millions,  and  if,  individually, 
we  borrowed  another  thirty  millions,  the  latter 
was  not,  in  reality,  a  colonial  liability.  Now,  I 
say  this  is  an  extraordinary  thesis  for  a  man 
in  his  position  toi  lay  down  in  this  House. 
Let  us  test  the  principle  by  extension.  Sup- 
posing, for  argument's  sake,  that  this  colony 
owed  sixty  millions  of  money,  and  only  one 
million  of  it  had  been  borrowed  nationally, 
would  any  man  in  his  senses  contend  that  we 
did  not  still  owe  that  other  fifty-nine  millions. 
The  thing  appears  to  me  absolutely  ridiculous? 
and  it  seems  extraordinary  that  a  man  in  the 
position  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  ad- 
vance such  a  theory.  All  the  difference,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  is  this :  Nationally,  we  borrow  at 
4^  or  5  per  cent.,  and  we  waste  a  great  deal  of 
the  money ;  individually,  we  borrow  at  7  or  8 
per  cent.,  and  we  do  not  waste  so  much.  That 
is  practically  the  difference.  There  is  another 
matter  in  the  speech  of  the  Treasurer  to  which 
I  wish  to  make  a  passing  allusion.    The  Trea 


84 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bill, 


[July  21 


surer,  I  contend,  went  far  to  denounce  those 
who  have  held  that  a  borrowing  policy  for  this 
colony  can  only  end  in  disaster — he  wished  to 
hold  them  up  as  people  who  would  deory  the 
credit  of  the  colony.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
"  croakers  "  who  believe  in  absolutely  stopping 
the  borrowing  policy ;  but  I  say  that  those  who 
differ  from  mc,  those  who  believe  that  that 
policy  will  end  in  disaster,  have  a  perfect  right 
to  express  that  opinion  in  this  House  or  in  the 
country;  and  I  say  that  they  deserve  every 
credit  for  giving  expression  to  that  opinion, 
because  we  know  that  with  many,  I  think  I 
may  say  with  the  many,  those  opinions  are 
unpopular ;  and  for  that  reason  those  men  who, 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Parncll,  have 
continually,  I  might  almost  say  ad  nauseam^ 
told  us  that  this  policy  would  only  end  in  dis- 
aster are  entitled  to  credit  from  the  thinking 
men  of  the  colony,  because  they  are  sincere  in 
their  belief,  and  they  are  not  afraid  to  give 
expression  to  their  honest  convictions.  Now  I 
wish,  before  I  pass  from  the  subject  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  to  give  expression  to  one 
opinion  of  my  own,  which  I  know  differs  from 
that  of  many  honourable  members  in  this 
House ;  and  it  is  this :  that,  although  I  do  not 
in  practice  agree  with  him,  I  do  theoreti- 
cally to  a  very  large  extent,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  I  believe  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
as  desirous  as  I  am  of  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  colony.  Now,  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  with  reference  to  the  utterances  of 
another  Minister — the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui.  The  Native  Minister,  in  replying 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara, 
made  what  appeared  to  me  the  extraordinary 
remark  that  that  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  had  been  one  of  misrepresentation  and 
distortion.  Sir,  I  think  I  am  expressing  not 
only  the  feelings  of  this  House  and  the  opinions 
of  this  Uouie  but  of  the  whole  Colony  of  Now 
Zealand  when  I  say  that  if  there  is  one  man 
in  the  colony  more  incapable  than  another 
of  misrepresentation  and  distortion  it  is  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  although  these  assertions  were 
uttered  in  the  heat  of  debate,  in  his  calmer 
moments  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui 
"will  indorse  my  views  with  reference  to  this 
matter.  The  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui appeared  to  me  scarcely  to  represent 
fairly  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
meinber  for  Waitotara.  I  will  take  one  as  a 
specimen — the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui's  allusion  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara's  remarks  in  reference  to  the  £4,000 
that  had  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  fencing 
the  Native  reserve.  Now,  I  may  say  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  in  alluding 
to  tliat  subject,  said  that  he  had  no  fault  what- 
ever to  find  with  the  money  being  used  for 
that  purpose,  but  that  he  did  object  strongly 
to  its  being  placed  to  an  account  which  was 
practically  that  of  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
and  his  contention  was  that  under  that  head- 
ing it  should  not  have  passed  the  Audit  De- 
partment. The  Hon.  the  Native  Minister, 
an  replying;  dwelt  considerably  upon  the  fact 
Mr,  Bruce 


that  this  was  a  legitimate  expenditure,  and 
that  it  had  been  sanctioned  even  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki.  Now,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  has  expressed 
approval  of  the  expenditure,  but  ho  had  disap- 
proved of  its  being  passed  by  the  Audit  Deport- 
ment in  the  manner  it  had  been ;  and,  Sir,  tb&t 
contention,  from  my  point  of  view,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui  utterly  failed  to 
answer ;  as  also  he  did  another  argument  ad- 
vanced against  his  administration  in  reference 
to  the  sale  of  some  sections,  to  which  I  will  iiut 
further  allude.  However,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  made  it  apparent  that  he  was 
progressing  very  rapidly  with  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands  along  the  central  line.  Well,  lam 
very  glad  to  hear  that  such  is  the  case— ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  hear  it,  because  contingent 
upon  that  fact  is  the  success  of  the  line.  Un- 
less that  line  has  settlement  alongside  it  the 
carriages  will  never  pay  for  the  grease  on  their 
wheels.  That  is  just  as  certain  as  that  2  and  2 
are  4.  However,  as  I  see  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  in  his  place,  there  is  one  question 
I  wish  to  put  to  him.  His  colleague,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  shows  most  unmistakably  that  he 
is  rapidly  acquiring  land  alonp;  the  line,  and  1 
wish  to  ask  lum  why  it  is  that  he  is  not  doing 
his  share  and  pushing  on  that  line  rapidly. 
Why,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  line  he  has 
only  let  a  contract  for  four  or  five  miles  this 
year.  At  the  northern  end  twenty  miles  have 
been  let,  for  what  reason  he  knows  best  himself. 
I  voted  last  year  against  the  rapid  construction 
of  that  line  before  land  was  acquired  along  it 
for  settlement,  because  I  recognized  this :  that, 
if  I  voted  otherwise,  amongst  other  things  I 
should  have  been  guilty  of  a  distinct  and  ab- 
solute breach  of  faith  with  the  southern  mem- 
bers who  walked  into  the  lobby  with  mc  for  the 
central  route  —  I  wish  that  to  be  thoroughly 
understood — and  also  because,  as  I  have  before 
remarked  to  the  House,  that  vote  of  mine  last 
year  landed  me  in  considerable  tribulation 
during  the  recess.  However,  I  have  the  ap- 
proval of  my  own  conscience.  I  just  wish  to^ 
say  this  with  reference  to  the  Central  line :  I 
believe  that,  as  land  is  being  acquired  rapidly 
along  its  route  for  settlement,  the  work  of  the 
construction  of  the  line  should  be  proceeded 
with  rapidly.  I  can  say  this  with  reference  to 
the  southern  end  of  it :  that  I  know  that  for 
sixty  miles  from  Marton  it  will  tap  some  of  the 
finest  country  in  New  Zealand — finer  country 
than  members  of  this  House,  I  believe,  are 
aware  of — the  country  lying  between  the  Cen- 
tral line  and  the  Buahine  Mountains.  Well, 
in  reference  to  this  matter  I  shall  not  rake 
up  past  grievances — I  am  not  a  man  of  that 
disposition ;  but  I  think  that  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  has  hardly  treated  me  fairly 
in  reference  to  this  whole  question.  I  hope- 
that  our  relations  in  the  future  will  be  of  a 
more  amicable  nature  than  they  have  been  in 
the  past ;  for,  although  we  are  political  oppo- 
nents, I  have  no  personal  enmity  to  a  political 
opponent ;  and  I  think  I  have  shown  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  that  he  has  hardly  treated 
me  fairly  in  this  matter.    Now,  I  wish  to  mak» 
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%  few  reznaiks  on  the  policy  of  the  Govemmeiit. 
[  am  one,  to  use  an  expression  of  my  own 

Px>fession,  who  steers  by  his  own  compass — 
like  to  form  my  own  opinions  and  to  hold  my 
own  views.     I  think  the  Government  cannot 
be  said  to  have  £k  policy  at  all,  and  I  do  not 
Uame  them  for  that.    I  belieye  we  hear  too 
omch  of  heroic  policies  altogether.    I  hold  the 
oountry  responsible    for    that.      The  country 
continually  expects  the  Government  to  have  a 
policy  —  to  be  doing  something,  even  if  that 
something  means,  which  it  too  often  does,  mis- 
chief of  some  kind  or  another — ^that  is,  incum- 
bering the  Statute  Book  with  legislation.    If 
tiie  Government  has  a  policy  at  all  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  Opposition.  The  honourable  mem- 
htt  for  Inangahua  delivered  a  speech  which  I 
listened  to  attentively,  as  I  always  do  to  any- 
thing that  falls  from  that  honourable  member, 
ifi  I  recognize  in  him  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
this  Assembly.      He  made  a  most  ingenious 
-defence  of  the  Government.     He  wished  to 
make  it  appear  to  us  that  the  Government  was 
perfectly  justified  in  accommodating  itself  to 
circumstances.    That  is  practically  the  posi- 
tion.   Probably  I  am  the  greatest  neophyte  in 
the    House.      I    came    here    under   singular 
•^^sad vantages.      My  life  has   been    spent    in 
utter  obscurity.    But  it  does  not  accord  with 
my  ideas  of  constitutional  procedure  that  a 
Government     should     be    without   principles 
of  its  own,   and   accommodate  itself  to  cir- 
comstances.    I   believe    that    a    Government 
ihould   come    down    with    pronounced    prin- 
-<iples,  and  stand  or  fall  by  those  principles. 
I  could  have  made  a  better  defence  of  the 
Government  than  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  did.    I  should  have  said  for  them 
that  the  circumstances  in  this  House  were 
entirely  exceptional.    As  such  they  have  ap- 
peared to  me.    One  Government  had  been  in 
ior  several  years,  and  we  know  perfectly  well 
t^,  in  this  world  of  action  and  reaction,  the 
country  wished  for  a  change.     The  country 
TOs  not  prepared  for  the  return  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  and  his  party;  and 
I  might  also  put  it  in  this  way :  that,  as  the 
pendulum  swings  either  way  in  this  world,  it 
i«  injudicious  to  arrest  its  stroke.     I  think 
tiiat,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment were  justified  in  holding  to  their  seats, 
Jwcause  it  was  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the 
Bouse  that  they  should  do  so.     I  could  see 
nothing  but  chaos  in  the  future.    The  country 
^id  not  wish  for  the  return  of  the  party  which 
W  been  in  power,  and  I  could  not  see  any 
stability  in  those  who  were  prepared  to  take 
their  places.   If  there  is  any  difierence  between 
the  poHcy  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
I   ^nt  and  that  of  the  present  Government  it 
ffl  this :  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
I   would  make  more  roads  out  of  borrowed  money 
than  the  present  Ministry.    The  present  Minis- 
!   ^  appear  to  think  or  believe  tiiat  unless  rail- 
I   'ays  are  made  out  of  borrowed  money  no- 
thing else  will  be  reproductive.      Now,  this 
appears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  thesis  for 
*nuui  of   the   unquestioned  abifity  of   the 
ftemier  to  lay  down.     What  is  a  road  or 


a  bridge?  It  is  a  means  to  an  end,  the 
same  as  a  railway.  To  what  end  ?  To  lessen 
the  cost  of  production,  and  thus  swell  the 
volume  of  our  produce.  That  is  practically 
the  position.  If  we  made  roads  and  ran  cars 
on  them,  and  charged  fares  for  those  oars,  we 
should  make  them  as  directly  reproductive  as 
railways.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe,  in 
reference  to  our  railways,  that  they  have  been 
managed  on  a  rule-of-thumb  principle,  not 
merely  by  this  Government,  but  by  preceding 
Governments.  It  is  a  subject  I  have  given  con- 
siderable thought  to,  and  I  believe  that  the 
railways  have  not  been  run  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation  at  large,  which  borrowed  the  money 
to  make  them.  However,  this  is  not  the  time 
to  enter  into  that  discussion ;  but  I  hold  very 
pronounced  views  upon  that  question.  The 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  North  said 
that  with  our  public  works  policy  we  should 
have  an  immigration  policy.  Well,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  the  more  men  with  capital 
we  introduce  under  present  conditions  the  bet- 
ter. But  I  say  that  we  must  keep  a  judicious 
equilibrium  between  labour  ajid  capital,  and 
we  must  not  introduce  more  labour  than  there 
is  capital  to  absorb :  I  do  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment is  at  fault  in  this  respect.  But  I  am 
quite  in  accord  with  those  who  believe  that  the 
Government  should  deal  a  little  more  leniently 
with  severed  families.  I  have  in  my  mind's 
eye  an  instance  of  a  man  whose  family  is  at 
Home,  and  whose  earnings  are  entirely  in- 
capable of  allowing  a  union  of  the  family.  In 
such  cases  I  think  the  Government  might  be 
a  little  more  lenient.  I  was  just  saying  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  roads,  and  t  must 
say  I  quite  agree  with  what  fell  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  in  reference 
to  that  matter.  This  Government  deserves  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  the  amount  of  work 
it  has  attempted  to  do.  It  has  attempted  a 
scheme  of  local  finance  which,  although  it  does 
not  meet  with  an  unqualified  approval,  is  yet, 
all  things  considered,  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. But,  if  the  Premier  declines  to  make 
roads  in  outlying  districts-with  borrowed  money, 
and  if  he  is  inclined  not  to  give  facilities  of 
education  to  those  outlying  districts,  he  will 
stunt  the  settlement  and  colonization  of  this 
country ;  and,  when  the  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  the  head  comes  to  be 
written,  if  he  does  not  adopt  different  tactics 
I  fear  the  record  of  colonization  during  his  ad- 
ministration will  be  rather  a  melanclioly  one. 
It  has  been  alleged  during  this  debate  that 
we  have  no  pflirties  in  this  House ;  and  I  quite 
agree  with  that  assertion.  It  is  absolutely 
ridiculous  for  any  one  to  state  that  we  have 
party  ties  in  this  House.  We  will  assume,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  a  question  which  is  not 
now  within  the  region  of  practical  politics  is 
throvTn  down  on  the  floor  of  the  House — that 
is,  the  question  of  Protection  and  Free-trade. 
If  we  each  had  to  go  into  either  lobby  as  Pro- 
tectionists or  Free-traders,  where,  then,  would 
be  the  cohesion  in  the  ranks  of  the  Government 
party?  The  cohesion,  as  has  already  been 
remarked  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
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liv  is  rf  ft  ntiliunmn  character.  I  shall  Tote 
iar  i^r  sccccd  reading  of  this  Bill  if  it  is  poshed 
to  a  iivisirn,  becaose  I  reoogniM  the  fact  that 
w  hAve  practically  committed  omselTes  to 
ki^rsakisgs  which  it  is  advisable  shotdd  be 

;£^  What  would  be  the  use  of  making 
the  v^U  of  a  house  without  roofing  it  ?  It  is 
ab6cl:::^T  necessary  that  we  should  push  our 
pRs&ent  public  wo^  to  completion;  and  I 
*>»^^  that  under  existing  conditions  the  de- 
manis  of  the  Government  upon  the  public 
poise  are  of  an  exceedingly  moderate  charac- 
ter. I  do  not  take  a  gloomy  view  of  the  future 
of  this  beautiful  colony.  I  say  *' beautiful 
eolony :  **  1  have  been  a  great  wanderer  through 
the  countries  of  the  world,  and  in  this  colony  I 
have  made  my  home,  because  I  prefer  it  to  any 
other  country  I  have  visited  ;  and  I  say  that  I 
do  take  a  hopeful  view  of  its  future.  I  believe 
that  it  has  great  resources,  and  I  have  suf5.cient 
faith  at  least  in  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
sit  on  those  benches  to  believe  that  they  will 
use  the  money  now  asked  for  in  the  best  m- 
terests  of  the  colony.  I  am  sure,  at  least,  that 
they  will  use  it  so  as  to  satisfy  their  supporters. 
I  do  not  presume  to  be  anything  but  a  very 
humble  member  of  the  rank  and  file  of  this 
House ;  but,  as  I  have  alluded  to  a  policy,  I 
should  like  to  furnish  the  Government  with  a 
policy,  and  I  venture  to  say,  that  although  I 
am  not  an  assuming  man,  a  better  policy  was 
never  published  in  this  House.  That  poUcy  is 
the  advice  which  Hercules  of  old  gave  to  the 
wagoner — that  we  should  advise  every  one  in 
the  country  not  to  trust  to  this  House,  which 
is  only  a  committee  of  the  people,  to  rescue 
him  from  any  depression  which  exists,  or  to 
banish  it  by  any  heiv>ic  policy,  but  rather  to 
pot  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  extn> 
oate  himsolf :  because  I  am  quite  certain  that 
it  is  only  by  steadfast  and  well-directed  effort 
indiviiiuAlly  —  by  economy  and  industry  inii- 
viduiilly — that  we  can  again  resume  our  course 
in  the  jv^thtv^vs  of  piv^gress  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  LKVKST.XM.  — 1  must  confess  that  I 
have  st^laom  listened  to  a  speech  so  full  of  con- 
tra*.lioiions  as  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
menilvr  for  KangitiKoi.  He  commenced  by 
telhi\g  us  that  he  steeivd  by  no  compass  at  all. 
He  hAs  just  driftevi  aK^ut  as  every  brcaih  of 
wind  drive*  him.  He  found  fault  with  the 
nreiknU  tVovemment  one  mv>ment  because  they 
had  no  p^^lioy :  aiul  the  next  mv^ment  he  t«?r.s 
us  that  thov  h.^\-*  a  iv^lioy.  becau^  they  have 
taken  up  the  policy  c^f  Uie  Oppositiv^n,  iVouId 
msk  h;m  now  \vh,\i  has  beT.^u  tlie  policy  of  the 
Oriv^siijou,  1  have  now  Uvn  a  moniber  of 
the  Ho;:^>  for  a  number  of  years,  and  1  haxv 
to  f*T  :Ai\\l — and  other  honouraKe  member? 
have  !A:U>d  al>^^— to  hiixl  out  wh,-*t  the  ivviov 
of  the  v'^ppoNiXivMi  i*.  Their  tactiv^  when  in 
powx^T,  were  those :  The  House  met>  and  we  sat 
beiv  month  aiier  month,  and  the  V^r.ancial 
SttUir.ont  asid  the  l\\Mio  Wc^rk^  Sutep.iont 
iswre  kept  S*ek  ur,:d  wry  near  the  end  of  the 
•ftSKv^si— ur.ul  the  v-v^wnunout  ha*i  mai^.a^od  to 
«nr»ot  iiv>n\  the  then  Or^v^situMi  the  Moas  cxf 
a  few  measures,  ^iv.oh  tJu\v  a^iopt^vi  as  their 
jpo^cy,    l^uK  st«u\ce  to  «>\  after  the  hvMXv^ur- 
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able  gentleman  made  the  remarks  I  b^aii  bj 
referring  to,  he  went  on  to  state  that  Itt 
does  not  blame  the  Oovemment  for  having  no- 
policy,  becaose  they  ought  to  have  lume; 
and  he  next  says  their  oxdy  policy  is  to  stick 
to  their  seats,  and  he  afterwards  tells  them 
that  they  ought  to  stick  to  their  seats  be- 
cause we  want  them  to  do  so.  Now,  a  greater 
mass  of  contradictions  in  one  speech  I  have 
never  listened  to.  Then,  the  honourable  goitle- 
man  foimd  fault  with  the  remarks  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  made  in  defence 
of  the  Government  in  saying  they  wuKtupteA 
themselves  to  the  necessities  of  the  case; 
but  a  little  later  on  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  informed  us  that  it  is  the  proper 
function  of  the  Government  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  the  Government 
should  have  no  policy,  and  a  little  later  <m 
he  said  he  would  give  them  a  policy.  He  also 
told  us — speaking  as  to  the  merits  and  de- 
merits of  roads  and  railways — ^that  it  conies  to 
just  the  same  thing  whether  we  make  roads  or 
railways,  because  we  can  charge  toUs  on  roads,, 
and  so  eet  some  return  for  them,  the  same  as 
from  railways.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  recognize  the  great  difference  there  is- 
in  this  respect :  that  the  average  cost  of  road- 
making  is  very  much  more  than  the  cost  of 
railways,  and  that  on  railways  we  pay  for  the 
cost  of  haulage,  which  is  very  different  from 
paving  a  toll  to  be  allowed  to  haul  with  our 
own  power.  The  honourable  gentleman  also 
said  there  are  no  party  lines  here ;  bat,  s^ange 
to  say,  whenever  a  diviruon  involving  the  fate 
of  the  Government  takes  place  he  is  invariably 
found  voting  against  them ;  and  if  that  is  not 
showing  party  spirit  and  iMfty  differences  I  do- 
not  know  what  is.  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  has  also  made  some 
extracrvMnary  statements  this  evening.  That 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  when  he 
i  last  adiressed  his  constituents  he  was  in  a 
I  very  great  di^culty,  and  did  not  know  how  to> 
I  put  the  position  to  them ;  but  he  ultimately 
decided  to  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  qoestion — 
thus:  H  nine  and  a  half  millions  have  pro- 
j  duced  a  certain  amount  of  depression,  how 
much  will  ten  millions  produce?  That  is  a 
•  very  profound  question:  and  it  seems  to  have 
'  been  so  profound  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
:  that  he^viii  not  enlighten  us  as  to  what  the 
i  answer  is.  I  rather  pity  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fv>r  having  been  in  such  a  quandary.  I 
think  I  should  have  told  those  I  was  addr^sing. 
not  only  what  I  thought  the  answer  was,  but 
I  that  I  cv^uld  not  stspport  a  Government  which 
■  pK^p^skNi  to  take  what  I  believed  to  be  a  wrong 
I  oour>e.  Rut  the  honourable  gentleman  seems 
to  havv  bexn  a^iaid  to  say  anything  one  vray  or 
the  oiher.  So  he  put  the  question  to  them,. 
aiSvi  dii  t:o;  civ^  the  answer^^ 

Mr,  M.  J.^  S,  MACKENZIE,— I  gave  them 
that. 

Mr.  LFVFSTAM.— Well,  if  so,  I  do  not 

know  exactly  where  the  thing  comes  in.     The 

hvAouralrle  'menber  then  gave  what  he  stated 

i  to  be  the  grounds  of  his  opposition.     He  said 


1686.] 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bill. 


87 


that  in  scientific  investigations,  when  it  was 
foond  that  a  giyon.  cause  produced  certain 
phenomena,  if  the  cause  was  taken  away  and 
the  phenomena  remained  it  was  proof  that  the 
phenomena  had  not  been  produced  by  that 
caase.  So,  he  says,  if  borrowing  is  a  cause  of 
prosperity,  if  the  borrowing  remains  the  pro- 
sperity must  remain  :  but  instead  of  prosperity 
we  had  depression ;  consequently,  borrowing 
was  not  the  cause  of  prosperity.  But  I  would 
uk  the  honourable  gentleman,  how  can  bor- 
rowing cause  prosperity  ?  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  judicious  expen- 
ditare  of  borrowed  money  induced  prosperity, 
ind  that,  if  that  judicious  expenditure  was 
taken  away,  then  depression  would  follow,  he 
would  have  said  a  sensible  thing.  Borrowing 
JB  nothing  in  itself,  but  the  judicious  expendi- 
toie  of  what  is  borrowed  is  something.  To 
prodnce  an  effect  there  must  be  a  cause ;  but 
surely  mere  borrowing  in  itself  never  caused 
anything  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  Treasurer 
said  it. 

Jlr.  LEVESTAM.— My  honourable  friend 
mast  be  rather  weak  to  form  the  premiss  of  a 
proposition  in  which  he  himself  admits  there  is 
codling.  The  bulk  of  his  speech  was,  in  effect, 
this :  that  the  expenditure  of  money  can  bring 
DO  prosperity.  That  was  the  basis  of  his  argu- 
ment about  the  nine  and  a  half  millions.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well 
^t  the  judicious  expenditure  of  money  does 
eaose  prosperity.  He  says  the  only  thing  that 
ean  cause  prosperity  is  to  get  production  from 
the  comitry,  and  to  sell  what  is  produced  in  the 
markets  of  the  world  at  a  profit.  But  does  not 
the  judicious  expenditure  of  money  tend  to  that 
wiy  result?  If  by  expending  money  we  lessen 
the  cost  of  the  producer  getting  his  produce  to 
Biarket— that  is,  if,  say,  by  making  a  railway 
we  enable  the  farmer  to  get  his  produce  more 
cheaply  to  the  nearest  port — is  not  that  really 
fttsemng  the  cost  of  production,  and  so  help- 
ing to  enable  the  producer  to  sell  at  a  profit 
m  the  markets  of  the  world  ?  The  honourable 
member  then  deprecated  the  Treasurer's 
^ting  the  public  attention  to  be  always 
ditected  to  the  public  works  policy,  and  he 
■aid  the  public  works  should  give  way  to  every- 
thmg  else  which  will  raise  the  people  of  the 
eountry  to  a  high  political  standard.  The 
lUAourable  gentleman  instanced  education ; 
hut  I  think  he  was  rather  unfortunate  in  his 
choice  of  an  instance,  because  I  think  it  could 
he  shown  that  we  in  this  colony  devote  more 
stteation  to  education,  and  spend  more  pro- 
portionately on  it,  than  in  either  of  the  other 
colonies,  or,  indeed,  any  country  in  the  whole 
waid.  But  does  not  this  judicious  expendi- 
toxe  on  public  works  tend  to  bring  about  that 
political  superiority  for  whioh  my  honourable 
mend  strives?  The  honourable  gentleman 
■bowed  the  cloven  foot  at  last,  for  he  told  us 
that  the  reason  he  finds  so  much  fault  with 
tile  public  works  expenditure  is  that  the  Otago 
Ccmtial  line  is  not  pushed  on  so  rapidly  as  he 
*lnnkB  it  ought  to  be.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man finds  fault  with  the  amount  scheduled  in 


a  Loan  Bill  for  the  Blenheim- Tophouse  line. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says  that  we  are 
initiating  new  works.  But  this  Blenheim- 
Tophouse  line  is  a  line  far  older  in  contem- 
plation than  the  Otago  Central  is.  The  first 
public  works  proposals  included  a  trunk  rail- 
way from  Invercargill  to  Cook  Strait,  and  the 
Blenheim-Tophouse  line  is  part  of  it.  It  was 
formerly  a  question  whether  the  northern  end 
of  the  line  should  go  along  near  the  coast  or 
farther  inland ;  but  the  late  Government  are 
responsible  for  choosing  the  Tophouse  route. 
The.  honourable  gentleman  urged  that  the 
Otago  Central  ought  to  be  pushed  on  because 
money  has  been  voted  for  it  from  time  to  time. 
But  has  not  money  been  voted  far  oftener  for 
other  lines,  and  not  been  spent?  Has  not 
money  actually  been  scheduled  in  the  Loan 
Acts  for  the  lines  from  Blenheim  and  Belgrove 
southwards,  but  spent  on  other  works,  even  on 
the  Otago  Central  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — Well,  where  but  from 
loan  has  the  money  spent  on  the  Otago  Central 
come  from  ?  In  the  last  Loan  Act  £90,000  was 
scheduled  for  the  line  from  Blenheim  south, 
and  £40,000  for  the  line  from  Belgrove  south 
—a  total  of  £120,000 ;  and  how  has  it  been 
spent? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— And  £300,000  was  scheduled 
for  the  Otago  Central  too. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  am  not  speaking  of  that 
line  now.  Of  this  total  of  £120,000,  only  £29,000 
has  been  spent  on  the  works  for  which  it  was 
scheduled.  The  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  gave  credit  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  inasmuch  as,  though  last  year  he  was 
opposed  to  the  Otago  Central,  this  year  he  is  in 
favour  of  it  —  that  he  has  during  the  recess 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  work,  and 
now  admits  that  his  former  view  on  the  subject 
was  wrong.  Where  did  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  get  the  information  which  has 
effected  the  change  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — From  the  Otago  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  do  not  know  that  he 
can  place  much  reliance  on  those  members. 
Now,  the  Royal  Commission  said  the  Otago 
Central  is  one  of  those  lines  that  ought  never 
to  have  been  begun. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^What  Royal  Commis- 
sion? 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
himself  was  a  member  of  one  Commission,  and 
made  a  report  which  he  has  never  had  time  to 
read ;  or  if  he  had  he  would  never  have  opposed 
the  continuation  of  the  southern  trunk  Une  as 
he  has  done.  We  have  the  report  of  the  En- 
gineer in  Charge  of  the  South  Island,  which 
speaks  favourably  of  our  railway  ;  but  there  is 
no  such  report  as  to  the  Otago  Central. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes :  there  are  two  favour- 
able reports  on  record. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Yes ;  but  by  whom  were 
the  reports  made  ?  That  is  the  question.  Al- 
together, I  must  confess  that  those  honourable 
gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred  have  not 
distinguished  themselves  by  being  very  logice' 
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in  their  deductions.  There  is  another  of  my 
honourable  friends  who  spoke  yesterday — 
that  was,  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin 
North.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  worth  my 
while  to  follow  him  through  his  speech  ;  yet  ho 
made  some  statements  which  I  presume  will 
go  into  Hansard,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  as 
well  to  correct  them  in  a  few  particulars.  My 
honourable  friend  was  satisfied  with  giving  a 
whole  string  of  figures  without  going  into  any 
explanation,  or  telling  us  what  was  meant  by 
them.  He  told  us  that  the  imports  had  fallen 
off,  and  that  the  exports  had  fallen  off.  I  pre- 
simie  he  meant  us  by  that  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  colony  was  in  a  much  worse 
state  than  it  really  is  in.  But  these  figures, 
to  be  worth  anything,  should  be  amplified  a 
little.  Ho  should  also  tell  us  the  population — 
what  it  is  and  what  it  was  ;  because,  if  our  im- 
ports have  lessened,  and  our  exports  have  in- 
creased, then  I  think  the  colony  is  in  a  better 
condition.  I  think  the  Government  have  done 
all  in  their  power  to  foster  the  local  industries 
of  the  colony.  He  should  also  have  told  us  that 
on  the  imports  the  profits  of  the  producer  are 
added  to  the  price,  and  that  to  the  exports 
something  like  20  per  cent,  ought  to  be  added. 
My  honourable  friend  told  us  yesterday  that 
we  had  not  produced  any  machinery,  or  very 
little.  If  lie  had  attended  the  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition that  was  held  here  a  short  time  ago 
he  would  liave  scon  machinery  displayed  there 
which  must  have  convinced  him  that  a  great 
deal  has  been  produced  here,  or  such  perfection 
would  not  have  been  attained.  I  do  not  know, 
however,  that  we  need  pay  much  attention  to 
what  he  says,  because  he  tells  us  that  from 
his  earliest  infancy  lie  has  been  taught  to  look 
upon  the  public  works  policy  with  the  greatest 
distrust  and  abhorrence.  Seeing  that  the  pub- 
lic works  policy  was  only  introduced  sixteen 
years  ago,  my  honourable  friend  must  bo  so 
very  young  that  his  opinion  should  not  carry 
any  weight.  He  goes  on  afterwards  to  tell  us 
that  we  on;.'! it  to  borrow  more  money,  because 
we  could  not  do  without  it.  These  have  been 
the  argujni  iits  from  all  the  members  that  are 
opposed  to  the  Government.  They  tell  us  the 
only  thing  they  have  to  find  fault  with  is  that 
they  had  believed  the  Government  were  going 
into  a  very  great  borrowing  scheme ;  and  they 
are  much  disappointed  that  the  Government 
have  not  done  so,  because  they  had  made  up 
their  minds  that  they  would  make  some  very 
strong  speeches  against  the  Government,  and 
they  had  not  the  opportunity  of  letting  them 
off.  We  are  told  by  the  honourable  member, 
too,  that  all  members  come  here  for  selfish 
purposes.  If  I  had  been  here  I  should  have 
told  him  to  speak  for  himself.  I  do  not  come 
here  for  myself,  but  for  my  district ;  and  there 
are  not  many  members  here  who  have  asked 
for  so  little  as  I  have  done.  With  regard  to  im- 
migration, there  is  no  doubt  that  we  want  more 
population ;  but  I  hold  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  borrow  money  and 
expend  it  in  railways  and  roads,  before  we  can 
contemplate  bringing  a  large  population  here. 
We  have  been  told  also  of  the  vast  amount  of 
Mr,  Levestam 


money  that  has  been  borrowed  in  the  past.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  spoke  of  the 
nine  and  a  half  millions  that  had  been  frittered 
away.  I  would,  however,  ask  him  to  remember 
that  it  was  former  Governments  that  frittered 
it  away,  and  very  largely  on  unproductive  woris. 
The  present  Government  have  stated  over  and 
over  again  that  they  are  opposed  to  borrowing 
merely  for  the  sake  of  borrowing.  They  have 
said  that  the  roads  of  the  country  shonld  be 
made  out  of  consolidated  revenue  as  far  as  pas- 
sible. They  realize  the  fact  that  it  cannot  be 
done  altogether  out  of  consohdated  revenue, 
and  therefore  they  say,  "  We  will  lend  you  the 
money;  but  we  know  from  past  experience 
that  roads  have  not  always  been  made  because 
they  were  wanted,  but  often  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  causing  expenditure  in  the  district,  and 
therefore  we  require  that  you  should  make 
yourselves  responsible  for  paxt  of  this."  WTien 
we  consider  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been 
uselessly  spent  in  public  buildings,  I  think  we 
may  well  pause  before  continuing  in  such  a 
course  as  has  been  followed  in  the  paat.  I  do 
not  look  forward  to  the  future  with  the  same 
despondency  as  my  honourable  friend.  I  look 
forward  to  a  time  of  prosperity,  and  I  believe 
that  a  judicious  expenditure  of  public  money 
will  bring  us  to  that  state  of  prosperity  which  I 
hope  to  see. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Sir,  there  is  scarcely 
any  topic  which  I  can  speak  on  to-m'ght 
which  has  not  been  already  spoken  upon  by 
the  various  members  who  have  addressed 
you.  Even  the  story  of  the  wagoner  and 
Hercules,  which  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to 
relate,  has  been  narrated  by  another  mem- 
ber; and  it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  new 
that  is  worthy  of  attention.  But  one  of  the 
reasons — in  fact,  the  principal  reason — why  I 
get  up  to  address  you,  Sir,  this  evening  is  in 
consequence  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua — dehghtfnl 
in  diction,  but  most  dangerous  in  doctrine. 
What  was  his  argument?  His  argument  was 
that  the  Government  should  be  guided  by  the 
ebb  and  flow  of  what  passes  as  public  opinion* 
and  endeavour  to  float  on  the  creit  of  the  wave; 
that  the  members  of  this  House  —  who  are 
supposed  to  be  the  leading  men  of  the  conn- 
try— should  no  longer  attempt  to  guide,  but 
only  follow,  those  whose  knowledge  of  public 
affairs  must  be  less  than  their  own— presumably 
because  they  are  no  longer  fit  to  lead.  The  doc- 
trine he  preached  was  that  the  highest  duty  of 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  was  to  watch  how 
the  cat  was  going  to  jump.  I,  at  any  rate, 
have  the  courage  of  my  convictions,  and  have 
got  up  to-night  to  say  that  such  a  doctrine  is 
dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  the  colony ;  and,  if 
we  have  not  the  courage  to  speak  when  we  see 
the  country  on  the  road  to  perdition,  the  coun- 
try will  in  all  probability  go  to  that  perdition^ 
from  which  a  word  of  warning  might  save  it. 
Sir,  almost  without  exception,  as  honourable 
members  have  addressed  you  one  after  another, 
thev  have  expressed  more  or  less  disapproval 
of  the  Loan  Bill  and  the  public  works  policy, 
but,   notwithstanding  that,   they  have    each 
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decided  to  Yoto  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.    Well,  if  there  is  any  chance  of  a  division 
on  the  Bill,  I  shall  be  happy  indeed  to  tell 
against  the  Bill.    I  realize  that  it  is  impossible 
to  throw  the  Bill  out,  but  it  is  our  duty  to 
place  our  ideas  on  record  if  we  think  that  a 
borrowing  policy  is  inimical  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.    That  it  is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  certain   amount  of  expenditure 
I  have  admitted  before ;    but  the  policy  of 
spending  large  sums  of  money  for  the  sake 
of  expenditure  I  believe  to  be  injurious;  and 
I  shsJl  not  hesitate  to  say  so,  whatever  the 
result  may  be  to  me.     Apart  from  a  policy 
'  of  a  lavish  public  worics  expenditure,  I  con- 
ceive that  this  Loan  Bill — or,  rather,  I  should 
say,  the  schedule  of   the  Loan  Bill  —  in  in 
itself  very  badly  drawn.    It  inaugurates  the 
commencement  of  a  new  series  of  public  works 
which  are  absolutely  unnecessary — ^which  are 
absolutely  not  wanted    by  the   country,  nor 
wanted  for  any  purposes  of  colonization.    Also, 
the  money  which  is  placed  upon  this  schedule 
seems  to  me  to  be  distributed  in  a  manner 
which  is  in  itself  inexpedient,  and  will  not 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.    There 
are  one  or  two  of  the  railways,  vnth  which 
I  am    acquainted,    to   which   I   will   briefly 
refer.    I  have  said  just  now  that  there  are 
several  railways  in  this  schedule  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to    commence.     One  of  these  I 
will  more   especially   mention  —  the   railway 
from  Westport  to  Inangahua.    It  was  my  good 
fortune  to  serve  on  the  Commission  which  in- 
quired into  what  is  now  known  as  the  Midland 
Railway ;  and,  among  other  things,  it  became 
my  duty  to  visit  the  Town  of  Westport ;  and,  in 
making  official  inquiries  as  to  the  best  line  of 
railway  that  could  be  zoade  between  the  East 
and  West  CSoasts,  the  point  was  mooted  as  to 
whether  the  railway  could  go  from  Westport 
to  Beef  ton,  and  so  over  to  the  eastern  coast. 
Sir,  you  will  scarcely  believe  it  that,  although 
the  Government  have  now  brought  down  the 
sum  of  £6:3,000  on  this  schedule  for  the  West- 
poit  and  Inangahua  Bailway,  the  authorities 
in  Westport  would  scarcely  take  the  trouble  to 
answer  our  questions   when  we   asked  them 
which  way  they  desired  the  line  should  go. 
They  wanted  harbour  works ;  and,  when  we 
Asked  them  if  they  wanted  a  railway,  they  had 
'      no  more  thought  of  it  than  they  have  at  the 
present  moment — it  had  never  crossed  their 
minds.     They  reiterated,  **  We  want  a  har- 
hour."    I  speak  on  this  subject  from  official 
knowledge :   they  had  no  notion  whatever  of 
demanding  a  railway,  the  commencement  of 
which  would  be  absolutely  useless.    And  yet  we 
find  £63,000  put  down  for  this  railway,  while 
[     other  railways  which  would  benefit  by  being 
piished  on  with  the  money  are  stinted,  and 
;      the  money  is  frittered  away  in  all  directions 
where  the  people  have  not  even  asked  for  it. 
Coming  to  two  other  railways  that  I  know 
!      of,  there  are  the  Woodville-Palmerston  line 
and  the  Masterton-Woodville  line.    And  here 
I  shonld  like    to   corroborate   the   statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier.     The 
honourable  member  for  Waipawa  has  told  us 


this  evening  that  there  was  no  promise  made 
that  the  Woodville-Palmorston  line  should  be 
gone  on  with.  I  presume  he  said  this  because 
he  did  not  hear  such  a  promise  ;  but  how  any 
honourable  member  can  say  what  was  or  was 
not  promised  to  another  when  he  was  not  pre- 
sent I  cannot  conceive.  But  what  I  remember 
of  the  occasion  is  this :  There  was  no  question, 
so  far  as  I  remember,  of  the  letting  of  a  con- 
tract down  the  Gorge ;  and,  possibly,  to  that 
extent,  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa 
was  right. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 

Captain  KUSSELL. — But  I  am  also  clear  on 
this  point :  that  there  was  a  distinct  assurance 
<X\.\'on  that  the  lino  to  Palmerston  through  the 
Cror^'(.>  should  be  opened  as  soon  as  the  Welling- 
ton-Manawatu  line  was  finished.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  a  contract,  but  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  that  there  was  a  promise  that  the 
line  should  be  open  to  Palmerston  as  soon  as  the 
Manawatu  line  was  completed.  Then,  again, 
the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa  twitted 
me  with  being  against  all  railways,  and  said 
that  the  result  of  the  motion  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  move  last  session  on  the  public 
works  estimates  prevented  this  Gorge  line  from 
being  made. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Honourable  members 
may  say,  "  Hear,  hear,"  but,  although  I  am  op- 
posed to  frittering  away  public  money,  I  have 
never  suggested  that  such  a  railway  as  that 
which  runs  from  Napier  to  Tahoraite — which 
pays  £4  18s.  9d.  per  cent. — ^should  not  be  gone 
on  with.  What  I  protest  against  is  railways 
being  made  that  cannot  possibly  pay.  That 
is  folly.  But  a  railway  that  is  paying  more 
than  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction 
is  one  that  I  shall  not  oppose.  But  even 
under  the  alleged  circumstances,  wo  know 
that  at  this  very  present  moment  the  surveys 
have  not  been  completed  on  that  line,  and  that 
it  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  call  for 
tenders,  whatever  money  the  Government  may 
have  in  hand,  because  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment has  not  got  the  surveys  made  for 
the  construction  of  the  line.  Then  I  come  to 
the  railway  from  Wellington  to  Woodville.  It  is 
possible  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  form  that 
railway  by-and-by ;  but,  owing  to  the  distance 
from  Woodville  to  Wellington  by  way  of  the 
West  Goa^t  being  so  much  shorter  than  it  is  by 
the  line  through  the  centre  of  the  Island  by 
way  of  Masterton,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  the  line  beyond  Eketahuna 
for  a  considerable  period.  I  may  also  point 
out  that  the  result  of  completing  the  line  from 
Palmerston  to  Woodville  will  be  to  connect  the 
East  Coast  with  Wanganui  and  Taranaki  on 
the  one  side,  and  with  Wellington  and  the 
South  on  the  other.  It  will,  in  fact,  be  the  con- 
necting-link between  the  East  and  West  Coasts 
and  Wellington,  and  with  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line  at  Marton.  The  amount  necessoiy 
to  make  that  connection  could  be  spent  much 
more  profitably  during  the  next  two  years  than 
any  expenditure  on  the  Woodville-Mauriceville 
line  could  be.    It  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
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another  yezy  good  reason  why  that  latter  line 
should  not  be  pushed  on  at  present.  The  spe- 
cial-settlement schemOi  of  which  we  hear  so 
much,  and  of  which  so  much  is  expected,  but 
from  which  I  fear  very  little  good  wul  come  for 
a  number  of  years,  is  now  being  tried  in  that 
district,  and  at  the  present  time  plenty  of  what 
we  may  call  foreign  capital  is  being  poured  into 
those  bush  districts.  People  who  have  taken 
up  land  are  felling  bush,  erecting  fences,  build- 
ing houses,  and  generally  doing  the  work  of 
colonization,  and  therefore  there  is  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  -  capital  being 
spent  there  in  that  way.  There  is  also  being 
spent  money  in  the  construction  of  roads  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  land  available  for 
settlement.  There  is,  on  the  whole,  great  pro- 
sperity there.  I  suppose  that  there  is  more 
prosperity  in  those  bush-districts  at  the  present 
time  than  there  is  in  any  other  part  of  the 
colony.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  are  going  to 
pour  in  this  railway  money,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  almost  useless  expenditure.  The  people  are 
not  in  want  of  money.  I  may  be  told  that  the 
people  are  in  want  of  a  railway  for  transport ; 
but  it  is  no  such  thing,  for  there  is  nothing  to  bo 
sent  out  of  this  district,  nor  is  there  likely  to  be 
anything  to  be  sent  out  for  some  time  to  come. 
Wnen  the  people  have  felled  their  bush,  have 
burned  it,  have  fenced,  and  have  grassed  their 
land  there  may  bo  something  to  send  off  the 
land ;  but  that  will  not  bo  for  some  time  to 
come :  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  years 
before  there  will  bo  anything  to  send  off  the 
land  except,  perhaps,  stock,  which  will  proba- 
bly travel  more  cheaply  on  foot  than  by  rail. 
But,  certainly,  for  three  or  four  years  there  will 
be  nothing  at  all  to  send.  And.  now  here  is 
another  reason  why  I  say,  Do  not  push  on  this 
line  now  :  in  three  or  four  years  many  of  these 
deferred-payment  settlers  will  probably  be  re- 
duced to  their  last  penny.  It  takes  years  to 
make  a  bush-farm  pay ;  and  it  will,  no  doubt, 
bo  the  case  that  when  these  men  have  sunk 
their  capital  in  improving  and  stocking  their 
lands  they  will  be  very  short  of  ready  cash. 
They  will,  no  doubt,  have  plenty  of  food,  but 
no  money;  and  then,  if  ever,  would  be  the 
time  to  push  on  public  works  in  the  district, 
so  as  to  give  them  a  chance  to  survive  a  bad 
time.  They  will  have  a  certain  ckmount  of 
produce  to  send  away,  and  they  will,  moreover, 
Be  **  hard  up,"  and  the  expenditure  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  them.  In  the  meantime 
the  expenditure  will  be  unnecessary,  and  cer- 
tainly very  unprofitable.  There  has  been  so 
much  said  about  the  missing  £800,000  that  it 
is  almost  unnecessary  that  I  should  say  any- 
thing about  it ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out  one 
circumstance  to  the  House,  and  that  is  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  very  unequal  manner 
in  which  this  money  is  likely  to  be  expended, 
judging  by  the  estimates  which  we  have  here 
rmder  the  head  "Miscellaneous  —  Boads  and 
bridges. '^  In  answer  to  a  request  which  I  made 
the  other  day  for  a  survey  for  a  road  in  that 
mach-neglected  part  of  the  colony  known  as 
the  East  Coast,  between  Napier  and  Wairoa,  I 
iras  told  that  there  was  no  money  available. 
Captain  Bussell 


The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  oomitey 
have  never  had  a  fair  share  of  the  public  woiks 
expenditure,  and,  in  truth,  they  have  been  alto- 
gether neglected ;  and  yet,  when  I  asked  that 
even  surveys  should  be  made,  I  was  told  that 
there  was  no  money  available  for  the  purpose. 
Still,  here,  in  these  estimates,  we  find  that  the 
more  populous  districts  and  the  richer  ports  of 
the  country  are  to  have  large  sums  of  monev 
given  to  them  for  expenditure  in  the  erection  of 
bridges.     In  the  district  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  a  road  cannot  be  surveyed  ;  but  here 
there  are  proposals  to  spend  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds  for  bridges  and  roads  in  districts 
which  are  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
I  suspect  that,  when  this  missing    £800,000 
comes  to  be  found,  a  good  deal  will  be  dis- 
covered in  bridges  in  more  favoured  district 
than  that  I  have  the  honour  to  represent—I 
mean  favoured  by  Ministers,  not  by  Natnie. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  speaking  when  in- 
troducing this  Bill,  told  us  we  ought  only  to 
get  new  loans  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
railways.    It  may  be  considered  a  somewhat 
peculiar  line  of  argument  for  me  to  take  op, 
seeing  that  I  contend  that  money  should  only 
bo  expended  —  and  then  wiUi  extreme  care 
—  upon  works  which   are  likely  to  be  repro- 
ductive, when  I  say  that  money  should  be 
expended  on  roads  as  well   as  on  railways. 
Well,  the  argument  must  be  taken,  not  for 
what  I  think  should  be,  but  for  what  is ;  and,, 
if  large  loans  are  raised,   then   they  should 
be  expended  on  roads  as  well  as  on  railwajs. 
In  fact,  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  they  should 
not  be  expended  on  roads  in  preference  to- 
railways;  though  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  said  is  true,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  railways  through  good  land  vdll  lead 
to  the  sale  of  that  land  at  an  early  period 
by  bringing  it  into  communication  wili  the 
rest  of  the  colony.     But  what  I  contend  is 
that  roads  are  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
make  the  railways  pay ;  and,  more  than  that,, 
they  are  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests 
of  settlement,  because  you  can  have  no  satis- 
factory settlement  unless  you  have  roads  along 
which  people  can  travel  from  their  land  in 
order  to  get  to  the  local  centres,  where  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing  business.     Unless 
there  is  some  scheme  by  which  the  outlying 
districts  are  able  to  obtain   a  share  of  th& 
money  for  the  construction  of  roads,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  useless  to  push  on  railways. 
To  build  railways  without  at  the  same  tim& 
making  roads  to  feed  them  is  much  like  building 
an  aqueduct  miles  and  miles  and  then  finding 
that  there  are  no  rivers  or  streams  to  supply  it. 
Unless  there  is  an  ample  supply  of  roads  to 
feed  the  railways,  the  railways  cannot  possibly 
obtain  freight,  and  the  railways  might  jnst  as 
well  not  be  formed  at  all.    The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer went  on  to  say  that  the  railways  were 
worked  for  the  benefit  of  settlement,  and  not 
for  the  benefit  of  property.    I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  such  a  policy  is  to  be  adopted;   but  at 
present  it  is  notorious,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  is 
universally  stated,  that  the  railways  have  been 
managed  upon  anything  but  bosiness  pnn- 
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dples.    Happily,  I  am  able  to  give  an  illus- 
todon  of  -what  I  allude  to.    There  is  a  large 
lefngerating  establishment  situated  in  Hawke's 
Baj.    Probably  it  does  a  larger  business  of  its 
kind  than  any  other  institution  in  the  colony. 
I  do  not  think  I  overstate  the  case  when  I  say 
that  it  deals  with  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
aheep  per  annum.     I  am  told  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  any  large  proportion,  or  any  large 
quantity,  of  those  sheep  can  be   carried  by 
xaQ  to  that  establishment.    Whether  it  could 
be  done  or  could  not  be  done  I  do  not  at 
present    say;    but    the  proprietor   has    abso- 
lutely assured  me  that  a  very  large  quantity 
of  sheep  might  be  brought  to  his  establish- 
ment by  rail,  and  at  a  profit  to  the  depart- 
ment, if  the  tariff  allowed  it.    I  do  know  that 
the  establishment  does  not  use  the  railway  very 
lazgely  in  moving  sheep,  and  I  also  know  that 
the  fuel  used  in  this  establishment  is,  almost 
the  whole  of  it,  imported  from  New  South  Wales 
or  across  sea.    The  proprietor  also  assures  me 
that  he  has  a  large  amount  of  bush — at  any 
nbte,  quite  sufficient  to  supply  his  wants  in  the 
way  of  fuel.    But  the  charges  are  so  prohibi- 
tive that   he  cannot  send  his  timber  to  the 
works  by  railway.    In  fact,  he  finds  it  cheaper 
to  carry  coal  from  Australia  than  it  is  for  him 
to  get  timber  from  his  own  land  for  the  works, 
and  if  the  charges  were  more  reasonable  it 
would  enable  him  to  use  timber  for  the  whole 
of  his  fuel  instead  of  coal ;  but  the  rates  are 
prohibitive,    and   it    is   cheaper   for   him    to 
obtain  coal  from  Newcsbstle  instead  of  taking 
timber  from  his  own  land,  which  is  only  dis- 
tant fifty  or  sixty  miles.    These  I  believe  to 
be  facts ;  and  I  commend  the  matter  to  the 
notice  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.    If  it 
is  true  that  the  railways  can  be  managed  in 
the   interests    of    settlers,    the    sooner    it   is 
done,  and  the  sooner  complaints  of  the  kind 
I  have  mentioned   are   removed,  the  better. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member   for  Eg- 
mont  has  stated,  during  this  session,  that  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government  must  be  extraordinary 
administrators,  for  they  do  not  know  how  the 
money  is  being  expended ;  and  he  illustrated  his 
arguments  by  proving  that  £800,000,  or  rather 
£1,090,000,  had  gone  astray  in  the  accounts: 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  neither  of  them  did 
know  what  money  they  were  spending.    I  am 
bound  to  say  this  :  that  that  argument  has  been 
appUed  all  round.     I  cannot  remember  any 
Umistry  which  has  not  had  a  similar  charge 
laid  against  it.    Is  it  true  that  successive  Minis- 
tries have  not  known  how  the  money  has  gone  ? 
Is  it  possible  also  that  we,  the  members  of  this 
House,  do  not  know  how  the  money  has  gone  ? 
Is  it  true  that  we,  who  ought  to  be  able  to 
inform  the  country,  do  not  £iow  where  it  has 

C?  How  can  the  country  know,  if  we  do  not 
'?  I  believe  it  is  the  fact ;  I  believe  that 
neither  Ministers,  nor  members,  nor  the  country 
have  the  least  idea  how  the  money  is  expended. 
I  am  perfectly  convinced  of  this,  and  say  that 
that  point  alone  is  one  which  should  induce  us 
to  consider  the  advisableness  of  curtailing  our 
pohtic  works  expenditure,  for  it  is  a  state  of 
things  which  should  be  put  an  end  to  at  once. 


The  Native  Minister  stated  also  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  denounce  his  oppo- 
nents— that  he  only  criticised.  I  will  not  take 
the  trouble  to  refute  that;  but  I  may  say 
I  have  a  very  distinct  remembrance  of  how 
I  myself  was  denounced  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony  during  the  recess,  and  by  no  one  more 
roundly  than  by  the  Colonial  Trea.surer.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  me  by  an  enemy  that 
the  denunciations  heaped  upon  me  have  done 
more  to  inunortalize  my  name  than  anything 
I  could  have  possibly  done  myself.  Well,  I 
am  prepared  to  leave  it  in  that  position ;  but- 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  denimciations  will  not 
deter  me  from  saying  that  I  think  we  ought  to 
be  very  careful  in  our  public  works  expenditure. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  value  of 
our  railways,  and  about  the  soundness  of  the 
principle  of  constructing  these  railways;  but 
let  us  take  the  results  as  given  by  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  himself  in  his  Statements.  It 
will  be  admitted  that  the  railways  hitherto 
made  have  been  made  through  the  most  pro- 
ductive ajid  populous  parts  of  the  colony ;  and 
what  has  the  result  been  ?  In  1882  the  profit 
was  £8  18s.  2d.  per  cent,  on  the  capital  in- 
vested ;  in  1885  it  was  reduced  to  £2  15s.  4d. 
per  cent. ;  and  in  1886,  taking  the  Minis- 
ter's own  statement,  it  was  £2  12s.  per  cent. 
How  long  is  this  thing  to  go  on?  Is  it  to- 
be  the  more  lines  of  railway  we  make,  the- 
more  public  works  we  create,  and  the  more 
money  we  spend  the  less  return  we  are  to  get 
from  it  ?  It  may  be  all  right ;  it  may  be  that 
this  will  not  lead  to  repudiation  ;  but  in  the  case 
of  a  man  managing  his  private  business  I  know 
what  the  result  would  be  in  the  end.  If  he 
borrows  money  from  his  banker  at  7  or  8  per 
cent.,  and  only  succeeds  in  getting  8  or  4  per 
cent,  upon  it,  the  inevitable  result  is  that  he 
goes  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court.  I  admit  that  a 
State  is  somewhat  different  from  an  individual, 
but  a  relative  ajnount  of  prudence  ought  to  be 
applied  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  colony : 
if  not,  a  day  of  retribution  must  come  upon  it. 
We  had,  in  1885,  1,477  miles  of  railway,  smd  a> 
revenue  of  £1,045,000.  In  1886— that  is,  this 
year — we  have  increased  our  railways  to  1,61S 
miles,  and  have  increased  our  revenue  to 
£1,047,000.  I  am  leaving  out  the  odd  figures. 
As  the  result  of  this  we  have  increased  our 
miles  of  railway  by  136  and  have  increased  our 
revenue  by  £1,706.  It  may  be  that  by  going  on 
in  this  way  we  shall  be  bringing  the  country 
into  a  state  of  great  prosperity  ;  but  I  confess 
I  do  not  see  it  myself.  It  seems  to  me,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  more  railways  we  make  the 
more  serious  will  be  the  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue  when  we  come  to  meet  them.  The. 
136  miles  of  new  railways  added  to  our  lines 
this  year  cost  £662,620,  and,  the  increase  of 
revenue  being  only  £1,706,  it  is  evident  they 
earned  something  under  £13  per  mile.  Then» 
I  find  these  words  in  the  Statement  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works :  "  I  think  honour- 
able members,  when  they  realize  this  fact» 
will  admit  that  the  result  is  a  favourable 
one."  Sir,  that  is  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary sentences  which  it  was  possible  to  put. 
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into  a  Public  Works  Statement.  We  have  not 
yet  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  abyss,  be- 
cause the  almost  hundreds  of  miles  of  rail- 
way which  have  been  constructed  in  a  very 
short  time  have  yet  to  suffer,  and,  when  all 
the  wooden  viaducts  and  huge  bridges,  built 
•  of  timber,  begin  to  decay  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  years,  a  very  serious  expenditure 
must  take  place  to  replace  those  works  by 
more  permanent  structures.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  do  as  I  contend  we  ought  we  should 
pay  for  all  such  repairs  out  of  revenue.  We 
should  then  have  to  deduct  enormously  from  the 
net  annual  revenue,  and,  instead  of  getting  £2 
128.  per  cent,  from  our  railways,  probably  the 
percentage  on  the  cost  of  construction  within 
a  very  short  period  would  go  down  to  2  per 
cent,  at  the  very  outside.  Then  comes  the 
question,  To  what  extent  have  we  benefited 
by  the  public  works  ?  Our  gold  export  has  di- 
minished. The  wool  exported  in  1884  was 
worth  £130,0)28  loss  than  it  was  in  1875,  or 
ten  years  ago.  I  do  not  say  that  the  pub- 
lic works  are  to  be  blamed  for  that;  but  I 
only  point  out  the  difticultj*  of  paying  interest 
under  such  circumstances.  The  yield  of  grain 
is  diminishing  enormously.  Our  exports  have 
during  the  same  time  increased,  in  round 
numbers,  one  million,  and  our  population  has 
nearly  doubled.  It  is  true  that  we  produce 
much  more  in  the  colony  instead  of  import- 
ing; but  I  think  it  must  be  a  fact  that  less 
money  is  circulating  now  amongst  the  people, 
ja.nd,  consequently,  that  they  are  less  able 
to  bear  taxation  than  they  were  in  former 
years.  I  know  the  Colonial  Treasurer  pre- 
pared a  taMo  last  year  by  which  he  showed 
th.it  theie  was  no  n:ore  taxation  now  per  head 
of  the  pcpiilalion  than  there  was  in  IbTO ;  but 
I  ma:::tain  that  undtr  the  Customs  revenue 
we  are  more  hLaviiy  taxed,  and  that  on  those 
articles  which  are  manufaciurfd  in  the  colony 
new  we  are  payir.g  a  vt.r>-  Loavy  taxation  in- 
dt-eJi — iiiuirect,  no  doubt,  and  shown  in  no 
tat'Je  of  statistics,  but  caused  by  tiie  heavy 
duties  iir.p-  >€d  on  similar  articles  inijxirted, 
\sh:ch  enables  tLe  manufacturer  to  charge  the 
p"Mio  the  cost  of  the  article  plus  the  import 
duty.  Since  the  public  works  policy  we  have 
created  the  beer  Lxcise,  the  property-tax  has 
boon  intrtviucod,  tb.e  Sinking  Fund  has  been  ab- 
sorlv-^i,  and  more  burdens  liave  been  thrown  on 
the  local  Ixxiics,  and  the  Customs  duties  nearly 
doubled.  Why  is  all  this?  Is  it  not  direct  evi- 
dence that  the  public  works  policy  has  failed  ? 
And,  in  addition,  we  have  swarms  of  unem- 
ployed. With  increased  taxation  and  nmnbers 
of  people  unemployed  in  the  colony,  who  can 
«ay  that  the  public  works  policy  lias  been  a 
Ruoooss?  But  yet  the  cry  is,  '^More  expendi- 
ture*, more  oxpendituro;  go  on  borrowing.  If 
you  only  go  on  long  enough,  prosperous  and 
nnppy  cIhvh  will  n^turn  again."  I  do  not  believe 
tliitt,  but  aHN«»rt  it  will  bring  ns  very  near  in- 
d»«i«(l  to  that  national  misfortune  which  is  called 
rcpiiiliatiftn.  1  do  not  think  we  would  will- 
JhhIv  rnntrinplato  n^puduvtion,  but  fear  the 
il«v  will  rntnci  when  it  will  lie  almost  an  im- 
|MmA)bHKy  to  pay  our  interest  in  full.  The 
(luptnin  Himdl 


Colonial  Treasurer — and  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  has  also  been  guilty  of  the 
same  heresy — in  saying  that  the  people  are  not 
taxed  more  heavily  now  than  they  were  before 
the  public  works  policy,  omitted  one  important 
consideration,  and  that  is  that  the  male  adult 
population  is  not  pro]3ortionately  so  numerous 
as  it  was  some  years  ago.  These  are  some 
figures  which  I  have  extracted  from  census 
returns,  which  bear  on  the  subject,  and  which 
justify  my  argument  that,  per  head  of  popu- 
lation, we  are  more  hea\*ily  taxed  at  pre.<;enc, 
inasmuch  as  the  breadwinners  have  decreased 
proportionately.  The  last  census  before  the 
inauguration  of  the  public  works  policy  was  in 
1SG7,  when  the  proportion  per  cent,  of  males 
between  twenty-one  and  fifty-five  years  of  age 
— which  I  take  to  be  the  bread-earning  a^ 
— was  59-44.  In  1881,  which  is  the  last  census 
I  have  been  able  to  get  at,  the  percentage  is 
46 -89 — a  reduction  of  18  per  cent,  durmg  those 
years.  In  the  year  1864  the  percentage  of  the 
bread-earning  class  was  61  of  the  population 
of  the  colony,  showing  the  adult  male  popu- 
lation which  ori^inallv  preponderated  in  the 
early  days  of  colonization  is  steadily  diminish- 
ing, as  of  course  it  naturally  must  and  shoidd. 
We  have  passed  through  an  era  of  almost 
unexampled  prosperity.  We  have  bad  tens  of 
millions  of  public  money  expended  amongst  a 
mere  handful  of  people,  and  a  similar  amount 
in  municipal  and  other  local  loans.  Large 
sums  of  private  money  have  also  been  spent. 
There  is  no  place  probably  on  the  globe  where 
so  much  capital  has  been  poured  out  on  so 
small  a  population  in  so  few  years.  We  have 
been  paying  much  of  our  railway  revenue  and 
Customs  out  of  borrowed  money,  as  our  luxuries 
and  our  travelling  have  been  paid  out  of  our 
borrowed  money,  and  not  from  our  leintimate 
earnings.  We  shall  go  on  increasing  our  debt, 
no  doubt ;  but,  though  we  do  izo  on,  it  will 
not  be  in  the  same  proportion  as  it  wa.-N,  and 
we  shall  have  less  money,  and  more  people  to 
spend  it  amongst;  and  the  rampant  uavs  of 
prosnerity  have  gone,  I  am  afniid,  never  to 
return.  1  shall  be  told.  peii:ars,  that  the  cessa- 
tion of  expenditure  will  inj..riously  afiect  the 
poorer  clauses.  Unprofitable  expenditure  can 
do  these  classes  no  good.  It  may  give  a  tem- 
porary fillip :  but  that  is  not  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  We  must  act  for  the  many,  and  not 
for  the  few :  we  must  think  of  those  who  are 
bound  to  live  here  and  to  die  here.  Though 
there  mav  be  a  small  temporary  prosperity 
brought  about  by  this  lavi-h  expenditure, 
we  must  remem'ocr  those  people  who  will 
have  to  remain  in  the  coloiiy.  and  who  will 
have  to  pay  the  taxation  hereafter.  These 
are  the  people  that  we  must  study,  for,  inevit- 
ablv,  this  lar^e  expenditure  will  come  upon 
them.  Thev  cannot  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  richer  classes  may  be  able  to  go  away ;  but 
the  pocrer  cannot — they  must  remain,  and,  in 
their  interest,  we  must  be  prudent.  I  am 
scrrv  to  sav  that  in  many  places  in  this  colony 
I  have  heaxd  the  same  policy  advocated  as  was 
advocated  by  the  Giadstone  Ministor  when 
they  set  oai  to  relieve  General  Gordon— a 
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policy  that  was  termed  the  **  smash  and  scuffle 
policy."  A  great  number  of  people  in  this 
colony  have  advocated  a  policy  of  scuttle  first 
and  smash  afterwards — a  "  boom  and  be  off  " 
policy.  That  is  a  policy  which  I  have  heard 
advocated  in  many  parts  of  the  colony.  Every 
member  in  this  House  would  stand  aghast  were 
I  to  dare  to  use  the  expression  "repudiation  ;" 
but  in  what,  I  ask,  does  that  differ  from  the 
*'  boom  and  be  off  "  policy  ?  Sir,  when  that 
policy  comes  to  be  advocated,  not  by  the  poorer 
but  by  the  richer  classes,  who  say,  "Let  us 
have  more  loans  to  bring  about  a  rise  in  values, 
so  that  we  may  sell  and  clear  out,"  do  not 
they  virtually  repudiate  their  engagements  to 
the  colony  ?  And  who  shall  say  that  the  no- 
torious article  in  the  Staiidard  is  absolutely 
onjustifiable  ? — I  dare  not,  for  one.  I  know 
I  shall  be  called  a  disciple  of  the  "  lie  down 
and  wait  *'  party ;  but  hero  I  may  say  that 
my  practice  is  that  of  the  wagoner  in  the  fable, 
of  which  simile,  by  the  way,  I  have  been  partly 
robbed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei.  Still,  I  would  point  out  that  we  are  not  a 
"  he  down  and  wait "  party.  When  the  wagoner 
found  himself  in  difficulties  he  knelt  down  and 
prayed  to  Hercules  to  help  him,  and  Hercules 
answered, "  Put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
help  yourself."  But,  Sir,  we  dare  not  pray  to 
Hercules ;  we  should  fear  that  great  god  might 
eome  down  and  sweep  our  Augean  stable.  No ; 
we  kneel  and  pray  to  Plutus  and  beg  of  him 
to  come  to  us  and  help  us  with  his  metals — 
Ms  gold ;  but  there  are  some  of  us  who  believe 
that  honest  independence  and  individual  effort 
are  to  be  preferred  to  borrowed  and  squandered 
gold,  and,  if  that  is  a  policy  of  "  lie  down  and 
wait,"  we  are  proud  of  the  policy,  call  it  what 
you  will. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ton  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday f  22nd  July,  1886. 


Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill— Stoats  and  Wease  s— Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill— Employment  of  Females  and 
Others  Bill— Civil  Service  Reform  Bill— Com- 
panies'Branch  Begisters  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Phayees. 

LOCAL  BODIES*  LOANS  BILL. 
The  Hon.   Dr.   POLLEN   brought    up    the 
following  reasons  for  the  Council  insisting  on 
its  amendments  in  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans 
BiU:— 

"The  object  of  clause  38  of  the  Local  Bodies' 
Loans  Bill  is  to  obtain  the  real  opinion  of  the 
ratepayers,  so  far  as  that  can  be  made  evident 
^y  a  majority,  more  or  less  pronounced,  of 
^ttroisable  votes.  As  the  burden  of  taxation 
^Acessarily  imposed,  if  loans  be  raised,  must  be 
^'    i  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  not  always, 


or  even  generally,  by  those  at  whose  instance 
the  debt  is  incurred,  it  is  but  right  that  there 
should  be  reasonable  precaution  against  reck- 
lessness and  improvidence.  In  practice,  no 
serious  diflBloulty  has  been  found  in  eliciting 
the  *real  opinion'  of  ratepa5''er8  by  this  method. 
The  polls  taken  under  *  The  Napier  Harbour 
Board  Empowering  Act,  1884,'  and  under 
*  The  Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Act,  1884,'  may 
be  cited  as  evidence.  In  each  of  these  ccLses, 
in  which  a  majority  of  the  whole  was  required, 
a  vote  of  the  ratepayers  of  a  very  extensive 
district,  which  was  almost  unanimous,  was 
obtained. 

"  The  words  *  votes  which  can  be  exercised ' 
have  no  other  meaning  than  the  total  number 
of  votes  on  the  roll.  As  the  rolls  are  periodically 
made  up,  the  *  non-existent '  voters  must  be,  at 
any  time,  a  minute  quantity.  The  non-resi- 
dence of  a  voter,  as  it  does  not  absolve  him 
from  taxation,  ought  not  to  deprive  him  of  his 
franchise.  In  practice  the  words  *  which  can 
be  exercised,'  or  their  equivalent,  have  not 
been  found  to  present  any  ambiguity. 

**  The  clause  38,  as  passed  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  did  not,  as  is  asserted,  pro- 
vide ample  safeguard  against  undue  borrowing, 
it  being  possible  under  its  provisions  so  to- 
operate  as  that  a  small  interested,  and  there- 
fore active,  minority  could  impose  serious  i^er- 
manent  burdens  upon  a  district. 

'*  The  principle  affirmed  by  clause  38,  as 
amended  by  the  Legislative  Council,  has  been 
previously  recognized  by  the  General  Assembly,, 
and  in  practice  has  been  found  beneficial." 

STOATS  AND  WEASELS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said, — Sir,  a  careful 
perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Babbit  Nuisance 
Committee  confirms  me  in  the  propriety  of  the 
course  which  I  am  now  taking,  because  I  can 
find  no  just  reason  in  the  report  for  the  course 
which  is  there  proposed  to  be  taken.  On  the 
contrary,  I  find  tliat  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee itself  appears  to  bo  that  the  step  in 
question  would  not  be  productive  of  any  ma- 
terial good  results — certainly  not  results  of  a 
character  to  justify  the  proposal  to  introduce 
into  this  colony  largo  and  constant  supplies  of 
destructive  vermin  such  as  stoats  and  weasels. 
I  would  wish  to  say  also  that  in  the  action  I 
am  now  taking  I  have  no  desire  in  any  shape 
or  way  to  obstruct  the  objects  of  the  Commit- 
tee. I,  in  common  with  most  other  sensible 
people,  I  suppose,  fully  appreciate  the  danger 
by  which  one  of  our  chief  industries  is  threat- 
ened, and  the  very  adverse  circumstances  that 
people  who  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  it  out 
are  suffering  under.  We  must  all  feel  very 
great  sympathy  with  their  position,  and  I  am 
sure  we  all  desire  to  do  everything  in  our 
power  to  aid  in  destroying  the  pest  with  which 
they  are  threatened.  All  that  I  object  to  is 
that,  in  this  particular  case,  in  importing  the 
animals  in  question  we  are  following  an  unwise 
and  dangerous  course.  I  will  ask  the  Council 
not  to  suppose  that  this  is  a  matter  of  trivial 
mportance.    We  know  by  experience  what  & 
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tfiw  mistakes  oi  Uug  kind  have  led  to,  and  what 
httve  b«i3]i  Ihe  conBeqaenoes  in  many  cases.  It 
has  otten  occozred  to  me  that,  starting  as  we 
iiil  in  Che  early  days  in  this  colony  with  a 
cluan  shet^t,  eo  to  speak — ^without  any  noxious 
Animftlft  oi  any  kind— it  was  wonderfully  short* 
aghct-d  on  oar  part  and  on  the  part  of  the 
«arlier  GoTemments  not  to  take  the  subject  of 
acclimatiiation  in  hand  from  the  first,  and 
insist  that  no  animals  should  be  imported  into 
this  colony  without  a  very  careful  examination 
ol  tiieir  merits  and  demerits.  I  need  hardly 
point  out  some  of  the  mistakes  and  their  con- 
soqucnces.  From  sentimental  reasons  more 
than  anything  else,  we  imported  the  sparrow ; 
and  what  has  been  the  consequence  ?  At  the 
present  moment  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
sparrow  has  been  more  a  benefit  or  an  evil. 
At  any  rate,  in  the  agricultural  portions  of  the 
colony  it  is  costing  thousands  of  pounds  to  the 
faruiers  to  keep  the  sparrow  under  control. 
Then,  some  one  in  the  early  days  thought  how 
Very  nleasiuit  and  agreeable  it  would  be  to  have 
a  httlo  watcr-cres8  for  brei\kfast  I  The  water- 
cress was  introduced ;  the  \vater>crcss  ran  riot ; 
and  now  a  yearly  rate  is  imposed  in  many 
ph\epa  in  onler  to  clear  the  rivers  of  the  pest. 
TI\on,  again,  wo  imixjrtod  the  lark  purely  from 
motivoH  of  sentiment.  The  larks  are  considered 
by  Uio  farmers  to  he  oven  more  destructive 
{\\i\\\  the  si>arr<»W8.  To  come  nearer  the  point, 
Koiuo  gontlomiui  in  the  early  da^-s,  wishing  to 
hrtvo  a  lilllo  sjx^rt,  imported  the  nibbii.  We 
kuv^w  now  what  has  lHH»nthe  fa  to  of  the  rabbit, 
oi\  mthor,  what  has  Ihh^u  the  fate  of  those  who 
JVA'  surtVriug  fixnn  the  inrv>«uls  of  the  rabbit. 
\\  0  are  a^'j^k^xl  to  reiuoviy  this  evil  by  imiK^rtuig 
most  do>trucii\\>  prxdalory  aiiitnals.  1  think 
w**  :r.Ay  \vt>il  |v\use  be  ton*  hslciuiv»;  to  tlie  advice 
o(  ;^^o  Oonmutteo  on  Ihi^  «\uo<i\on.  and  asking 
tho  v'»x>v<^n\n;oni  lo  tuni  the  Crv^xvn  lauds  of  the 
iv'.x  v.y  in;o  ^^rw'^onos  (or  st<\\ti(  and  weasels, 
I  vv.;;u'»  aorwvji  a  \\un\j;n\i>h  the  other  vlay  in  a  j 
no\Av\\^\vr,  whu^h  rx^latovi  m  mthor  ananuisin^ 
\XA\  sonu>  of  the  rt^suUs  o(  iiu|vrtir.g  noxious 
air. IV. A U  into  ihooountrv,  aiul  ihon  univ^rt;ng 
ar,;;o;otos»  \\  uh  the  jvnnisMon  v^C  the  Council.  , 
IwiUtxwlit:    - 

**  U  our  o\\vneno<»  of  this  folly  ho*  nv^t  Kvn 
euo\;<*\,  thoiv  au*  other  Oxnuviuos  able  iv>  fur- 
\\.v*\  uMr.Me  e\Am\V»os  vitb.out  envl,  Vho  cas<* 
ot  J;iv.\rtioa  b,A>  Kon  au\usu\i:'\  oiSor\N\l»  In 
o;y\r  to  ^^v.t  xUnxn  tb.o  n;r».\o  b.,^ok  r,\tx  a 
.»,r  UsVAU  io^on\o\  x^l  tV.o  last  ooi.iury  btv^VvV.S 
u\  ^I  o  "'ortv.,^  \v,oo  »-Ar'  VV.\N  auiw.al  a,<» 
Ka.^k  \':^t^  xx\;,^,;.;\,  ;-.,;,  fv^r  chouv*  tv.Avio  lls» 
XV  ».^;  on  r.o  ^^  S'^»'*>^xu>,  ar.o,  o.;a  i:',o  ^v.v»x;a« 

?  s  "v  ;;r^r.  TNO   %\,^*r.^;^<V        .\  s\\S\Ox  ot    AUt    XX.%S 

t    .  ";    vr.s:,,,i  to  ,\^j   Kb,o  >o,;v.»»  n^;!s  i".;t  \xAs 
t>  .     .,.  x\  \\\   t.sN  :jv,>\   to  iJmn  tx  !    ,•*  W.OvJ  o\o\\ 
'     '\v   ***^''   ot    rtx>   »N",.otO  n^;,  IV   »n  ,\\r.\-^  xN-^. 

Ns^  xs       ,yx'    .'/',;  Vu\<    \\;»%    bw^OxK^.I    t*x\^r,\   X^u.h 


.%^ 


^v\ 


xiv>;     >uuV,uv.H^    a.\M    \x 


x\  \      ,x^V     <0.0    Ox%\5x*   )\,,SO     l.^lv    Ar.xl,    SxUtV 

s.vx^  vv'xX  xs^v,x„>x  u^Mo  b,>\sv  a»,vov<n; 
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when  the  cane-piecers  ran  short  the  mongoose 
helped  itself  to  anything  and  everything  which 
seemed  at  all  nourishing  or  agreeable.  Most 
Jamaicans  of  to-day  talk  rather  bitterly  of  the 
wisdom  of  their  acclimatizing  ancestors ;  and 
this  is  not  wonderful.  We  ourselves  know  a 
somewhat  similar  deling.  Yet  there  are  men 
amongst  us  who,  in  their  panic  at  a  dangerous 
enemy  like  the  rabbit,  are  prepared  to  repeat 
once  more  the  old  blunder.  Surely  the  un- 
reason of  such  a  step  should  be  logically  plain 
enough." 

We  are  asked  to  import  stoats  and  weasels  in 
large  and  constant  supply.  It  is  well,  perhaps, 
that  we  should  know  something  of  their  habits. 
There  is  nothing  more  difficult  to  obtain  than 
accurate  and  definite  information  on  any 
matters;  and  I  may  say  that  in  the  case  of 
stoats  and  weasels,  which  we  are  asked  by  the 
Committee  to  import  in  large  and  constant 
supplies,  I  was  rather  surprised  at  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  Committee  being 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  their  rate  of  increase. 
He  said  they  bred  once  a  year ;  whereas,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  breed  two  or  three  times 
a  year  in  the  Old' Country,  and  would  most 
probably  breed  four  or  five  times  a  year  here. 
I  will  read  the  following  extracts  from  standard 
works  on  natural  history  relating  to  the  habits 
and  nature  of  the  stoat  and  weasel.  The  first 
is  from  a  work  by  Mx.  Wood,  who  says  of  the 
weasel — 

•'  The  audacity  of  this  little  creature  is  really 
remarkable,  although  it5  diminutive  size  renders 
it  an  insi^naiiicdnt  opponent  to  man  or  dog; 
\ec  It  c.\n  wage  a  sharp  battle  even  with  such 
jx^ucrfui  fxxs.and  refuses  to  yield  except  at  the 
last  necessity.  It  is  very  fond  of  eggs  and 
yoiuig  birvis  of  all  kinds,  and  robs  the  nests  of 
tc^.:s  or  your.^.  Like  the  polecat  and  others  of 
:l:c  same  group.  th<?  \\t\\>el  is  most  destructive 
in  its  nature.  kiHii:::  m.^ay  more  animals  than 
it  coa  ctvour,  sii..r'.y  for  the  pleasure  of 
killir.^.  Evt;n  sucl:  ..ir^e  animals  as  hares 
have  tyx-n  Sxi:i  to  :V.l  victims  to  the  weasel. 
.\s  an  instance  cf  i:s  exceeding  audacity,  the 
fv '.'.x^wir.c  luAy  be  ciiti :  '  Two  men  were  riding 
r.car  v.l:vl:t:-.>.ar2:  oi:e  dismounted,  leaving  his 
horse  m  clirce  .f  :^e  ether;  a  weasel  came 
out  oi  the  iicvUe,  I3»t trued  on  the  fetlock  of  the 
horse,  and  wcu-i  njt  loosen  its  bold  until  killed 
>Y  :^.e  owner  of  i>.e  horse.'  Several  instances 
jirv  on  rtx^vri  in  %*liijh  a  man  would  have  been 
NX  v"n-tvvi  by  the  assxaulti:  of  weasels  had  he  not 
Kvu  r>:>cut:vt  ry  tiii-^ly  assistance.  It  is  well 
kuotin  t'-iA*  w?:as^1>  will  unite  their  forces  for 
3.  0  rur.x^sc*  et  attack,  and  will  bunt  down 
S'.x'tr  i:.^:v.4*  in  rv\;v..ar  form.  The  ntmiber  of 
wnvc  vir.u-h  :>.e  ti£,\<*'1  generally  produces  at 
c,^x"\  0  ::>.  :>  f.ur  cr  r.ve,  and  there  are  usually 
two  or  cAcn  lhr:v  litttis  in  each  j'ear." 

v^t  ;   c  Ntoj*:.,  ^Cr,  V»  cv:»a  says, — 

*"  V.;<e  :^tv.fti  :>  Cvr.<:ii'rai»iy  larger  than  the 
>ft\\VN*-.,  n'•.v^3ii^uTl::c  nuth-.r  more  than  fourteen 
;v.x. -*•?#>  ;n  loiA.  iVjith,  li  is  a  most  determined 
V.,Vx>r^  rx.Tsc;"  c  :t;s  c.xme  with  such  perti- 
VAx.ou*  ;sk.  1  t-Ai  ::  s«^!x:?m  escapes.  The 
\a:v.  t^o.  vh  tAi  v-tt.tttr  than  the  stoat,  and 
i-^ixSt^U  a  **c%x  aiii,  dtutxuini^  fighter  when  ii 
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IB  matched  against  aniTnals  that  are  possessed 
of  twenty  times  the  muscular  powers  of  its 
assailant,  frequently  falls  a  victim  to  the  stoat. 
As  to  the  food  of  the  stoat,  it  seems  to  be  easily 
c<mtented  in  this  respect,  lolling  and  eating 
almost  any  description  of  wild  animals,  birds, 
and  reptiles.  Birds'  nests  of  all  kinds  are 
plundered  by  this  incorrigible  posicher.  On 
account  of  its  agile  limbs,  sharp  teeth,  and 
ferocious  disposition,  even  a  single  stoat  would 
be  an  unchancey  opponent  for  an  unarmed 
man;  but  if  several  stoats  should  unite  to 
attack  a  man  he  would  find  himself  in  a  bad 
case,  armed  or  not.  Such  a  circumstance  was 
lately  told  me,  my  informant  having  heard  it 
from  the  principal  actor  in  the  scene.  A 
gentleman  was  walking  along  a  road  near 
Crickdale,  when  he  saw  two  stoats  sitting  on 
the  path.  He  picked  up  a  stone  and  knocked 
one  over ;  the  other  uttered  a  loud  and  peculiar 
ciy,  which  was  answered  by  a  number  of  its 
companions,  who  issued  from  a  neighbouring 
hedge  and  sprang  upon  their  assailant,  running 
up  his  body  and  striving  to  reach  his  neck. 
When  he  saw  the  stoats  coming  to  the  attack, 
he  picked  up  a  handful  of  stones,  thinking  of 
repelling  his  little  enemies,  but  they  came 
boldly  on  in  spite  of  stones  and  stick ;  fortu- 
nately, he  had  on  a  woollen  comforter,  which 
protected  his  neck.  Finding  he  had  no  chance 
of  beating  oS.  the  pertinacious  animals,  he  flung 
sway  his  stick,  and,  pressing  his  hands  to  his 
neck,  ran  home  as  fikst  as  he  could.  By  degrees 
several  of  the  animals  dropped  off,  but  when 
he  arrived  at  his  stable  no  less  than  five  stoats 
were  killed  by  his  servants  as  they  himg  on  his 
person.  His  hands,  face,  and  part  of  his  neck 
were  covered  with  wounds.  The  distance  from 
the  place  where  he  was  attacked  to  his  own 
home  was  nearly  four  miles." 

This  is  a  work  to  be  found  in  the  library,  and 
it  is  essentially  a  work  of  authority  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  will  next  quote  a  few  remarks  from 
another  writer,  Mr.  Richard  Jeffries,  a  writer 
of  the  present  day — one  whose  very  pleasant 
papers  are  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  London 
papers  and  leading  inagazines,  and  who  is  the 
author  of  some  delightful  books  on  natural 
history  that  are  to  be  found  in  our  library. 
He  says, — 

"  The  thirst  of  the  weasel  for  blood  is  insa- 
tiable. The  keeper  looks  upon  the  weasel  and 
stoat  as  bitter  foes,  to  be  ruthlessly  extermi- 
iiated  with  shot  and  gun.  He  lays  to  their 
charge  deadly  crimes  of  murder — the  death  of 
rabbits,  hares,  birds ;  the  theft  and  destruction 
of  yomig  birds  ;  even  occasional  abstraction  of 
chickens  close  to  his  very  door,  despite  the  dogs 
chained  there.  They  are  not  easily  shot,  being 
qnick  to  take  shelter  at  the  sight  of  a  dog ; 
they  will  snap  viciously  at  the  dog  that  over- 
tsik^  them,  even  when  sore  wounded,  always 
aiming  to  fix  their  teeth  in  his  nose,  and 
fighting  savagely  to  the  last  gasp.  The  keeper 
slayg  a  wonderfid  number  in  the  course  of  a 
}6ar;  yet  they  seem  as  plentiful  as  ever. 

"But  even  more  remarkable  is  the  list  of 
those  creatures  which  have  stood  their  ground 
in  ^ite  of  traps,  guns,  and  dogs.    Stoats  and 


weasels  are  always  shot  when  seen ;  they  are 
frequently  trapped,  and  in  every  manner  hunted 
to  death,  and  their  litters  destroyed,  the  last 
the  most  effective  mode  of  extermination. 
But,  in  spite  of  the  unceasing  enmity  directed 
against  them,  stoats  and  weasels  remain  com* 
mon ;  they  still  take  their  share  of  game,  both 
winged  and  ground.  Stoats  and  weasels  will 
not  be  killed  out.  As  they  are  both  defenceless 
creatures,  and  not  even  swift  of  foot,  being 
easily  overtaken  in  the]  open,  their  persistent 
continuance  is  curious :  if  any  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  it,  it  must  be  because  they  spend 
much  of  their  time  in  burrows,  where  they  are 
comparatively  safe ;  and  because  they  do  not 
confine  themselves  to  woods,  but  roam  corn- 
fields and  meadows.  Certainly  if  man  has 
tried  to  exterminate  any  creature  he  has  tried 
his  hardest  to  get  rid  of  these  two,  and  has 
failed.  It  is  even  questionable  whether  their 
numbers  show  any  appreciable  diminution. 
Kept  down  to  the  utmost  in  one  place,  they 
flourish  in  another." 

I  do  not  know,  although  it  is  my  business  to 
bring  an  indictment  against  the  stoat  and  the 
weasel,  that  I  can  prove  more  than  what  is  here 
stated  by  these  impartial  natural  -  historians. 
We  find  that  these  little  animals  are  most  in- 
satiable, bloodthirsty,  audacious  robbers  ;  that 
they  hold  their  own  against  armies  of  game- 
keepers, against  the  whole  country  population, 
against  boys  and  dogs,  and  are  to  bo  found  in 
as  great  numbers  now  in  England  as  they  were 
two  or  three  hundred  years  ago  :  and  these  are 
the  animals  we  are  asked  to  import,  or,  rather, 
the  Government  is  asked  to  import  to  turn 
loose  on  unfenced  ground — lands  of  the  rough- 
est description,  where  they  will  have  ample 
supplies  of  fpod,  where  no  man  will  interfere 
with  them,  where  they  will  hold  their  own 
from  this  time  forward,  and  where  they  will 
probably  increase  at  twice  or  three  times  the 
rate  they  increase  at  in  the  Old  Country. 
On  looking  at  the  report  of  the  ConMuittee 
I  am  surprised  to  find  that  no  reasons  of 
any  weight  at  all  are  assigned  why  such  an 
infliction  as  this  should  be  imposed  on  the 
people  of  this  colony.  It  is  evident  to  my  mind 
that  this  is  a  piece  of  panic  legislation.  The 
very  plans  attached  to  this  report  point  to  the 
samo  conclusion.  They  divide  the  colony  into 
districts  where  the  rabbits  swarm,  where  they 
are  more  or  less  hurtful,  and  where  they 
will  come  if  they  are  not  stopped ;  and  it 
is  on  these  grounds — grounds  of  pure  panio 
— that  I  believe  Parliament  is  asked  to  sup- 
port a  report  vhich  recommends  the  intro- 
duction of  these  noxious  animals.  I  would  ask 
the  Council  to  consider  whether  we  should 
not  pause — whether  we  should  agree  to  com- 
mit this  wrong  in  the  future  on  the  colony. 
I  find  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  report  that 
the  Committee  recognizes  that  the  means  it 
recommends  for  the  destruction  of  the  pest  are 
not  radical  cures;  and  that,  until  some  dis- 
covery shall  be  made  more  searching  and  fatal 
in  its  effects  than  anything  at  present  known, 
the  absolute  eradication  of  the  pest  caimot  be 
looked  for.    So  that,  if  even  we  import  largd^ 
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mad  r/,r^\*jui\  *■  'ipf^ies  of  these  animals,  ve  still, 
aeer,r  :.r.g  to  ihh  Commutee,  cannot  hope  for  a 
coztb  'A  if.i%  rabUt-pest.  Sxxrelj,  if  that  is  the 
eaa«,  ««;  may  well  leave  oat  this  one  particn- 
lar  r*r'w.-rft^;,''''.tion  of  the  Committee — a  re- 
eaa^i.'.i.  .wi-ju  fraoght  with  great  danger  and 
fntare  :r  'ittU  to  the  agricoltoral  parts  of  the 
colony,  Vitiat  will  be  the  inevitable  effect  if 
th/;V:  w&^te  lands  of  the  Crown  are  turned 
int^j  pro<t/:rves  for  raising  unlimited  numbers  of 
MtrjAifi  and  weasels  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
they  wiJl  remain  there?  Can  it  be  supposed 
that  tI,o  rabbits  themselves  will  remain  there 
in  the  mi'ijit  of  preserver  of  stoats  and  weaseU. 
whtiii  the  rost  of  the  country  is  open  to  them 
to  go  r/hero  they  like  ?  The  rabbits  will  leave 
thefee  lano'>  and  spread  themselves  faster  over 
the  countr/,  and  the  stoats  and  weasels  will 
inevitably  follow  them,  and  go  down  into  the 
seitlr-'i  parts  of  the  country.  They  will  then, 
ns  a  matter  of  course,  become  pests  to  the 
Uann  ,  ,  v;ho  will  be  unable  to  raise  their  poul- 
try 111  ::.f';ty,  and  the  stoats  and  weasels  will 
hecoifio,  asj  they  are  elsewhere,  an  intolerable 
nuiHar.cc.  It  hem  been  said  that  it  is  quite  out 
of  ilic  question  that  they  will  attack  lambs. 
My  own  opinion  is  entirely  different.  It  is  said 
that  it  In  almoKt  unknown  that  lambs  suffer 
from  tho  atta<;ks  of  these  animals  at  Home. 
The  Td'A^on  is  perfectly  obvious.  The  care  ni 
sheep  at  Home  is  a  totally  different  thiivj;  fivni 
what  it  1-4  here.  During  the  lambing-f^ci-^on 
especially,  lambs  are  under  the  continuous  and 
watch fuT  care  of  the  shepherd.  Here,  in  the 
neigh Ixiurhood  of  the  country  where  these 
animals  are  to  be  turned  out,  will  bo  found 
largo  riJiii  and  largo  flocks  of  sheep.  During 
the  lanibing-Heason  the  sheep  are  driven  to 
the  quietest  place  that  can  be  found,  and 
where  there  in  the  least  interruption.  Then, 
they  arc  only  looked  at  once  or  twice  during 
the  course  of  the  week,  to  see  that  they  are 
resting  quietly.  That  is  as  much  care  as  is 
required,  (nler  these  circumstances,  it  ap- 
pears to  W",  to  ho  tlie  most  likely  thing  in  the 
world  that,  if  wo  are  to  raise  large  preserves  of 
these  destructive  little  animals,  in  the  course 
of  time  they  will  make  themselves  perfectly 
free  of  the  lambs.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the 
future  wo  shall  find  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  are  now  so  very  anxious  that  the 
Oovernmont  should  import  these  stoats  and 
weasels  and  turn  them  looso  on  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  will  bo  just  as  anxious  for 
the  Oovornmciit  to  take  stops  at  an  enormous 
expense  to  destroy  them.  I  trust  the  Council 
will  agree  to  tho  motion  I  have  put  on  the 
Order  Paper.  I  trust  wo  shall  not  permit  such 
an  injustice  to  tho  country  as  to  recommend 
tho  course  which  it  has  been  proposed  should 
bo  taken  by  tho  Government ;  and  I  trust  tho 
Government,  even  if  they  should  be  recom- 
mended to  take  that  course,  will  have  tho  firm- 
ness not  to  adopt  the  suggestion  until  they  find 
out  moro  olearly  than  they  have  at  present  any 
opportunity  of  doing,  what  the  general  opinion 
of  tho  colony  on  this  question  is  likely  to  be. 

Motion  made,  and  question  i)roposed,  "  That, 
in  tho  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  highly  inex- 
H(m»  Mr,  Eeevea 


pedient  that  the  Goremment  should  take  step* 
to  provide  a  large  and  constant  supplj  of  ta« 
destmciive  vermin  known  as  stoats  and  weasel^ 
as  i^commended  in  the  report  of  ths  JToisI 
Habbit  Xuisance  and  Sheep  Act  Amendmeaft 
Committee." — {Hon.  Mr.  Beeves.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BATHGATE.  — I  have  veay 
great  sympathy  indeed  with  those  irho  am 
at  present  suffering  from  the  rabbit-pest ;  bnt  I 
also  share  very  strongly  in  the  alarm  iK-hich  th# 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves  has  expressed  in  regard  to  tha 
future  prosperity  of  the  colony  if  we  aire  to  per- 
mit the  Government  to  introduce  a  continucus 
supply  of  ravenous  beasts  of  prey  such  as  stcr.t& 
and  weasels.  We  have  to  thank  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  the  very  clear  way  in  which  he 
has  stated  his  case,  and  also  for  having  referred 
us  to  the  important  authorities  he  has  quoted, 
bearing  so  very  forcibly  on  the  subject.  The 
Committee  strongly  urged  that  the  Govemmens 
should  without  delay  take  steps  to  have  a  large 
and  constant  supply  of  stoats  and  weasels.  It 
we  are  to  gather  any  main  fact  from  the  report^ 
it  is  this:  that  the  pest  has  increased,  thjtt 
all  the  means  hitherto  adopted  to  suppress 
or  mitigate  it  have  utterly  failed;  in  other 
words,  that  the  machinery  which  has  been  sat 
up  at  the  expense  of  the  colony  for  the  supprt-s- 
sion  of  this  pest  has  utterly  broken  do\\-n. 
How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  The  very  nature 
of  the  machinery  was  certain  to  lead  to  such 
a  conclusion.  This  colony  is  very  fast  from 
year  to  year  drifting  into  this  position : 
that  we  are  governed  by  experts.  The  Minis- 
ters of  tho  Crown  are  as  nothing  in  the 
hands  of  these  experts  :  they  are  the  com- 
plete slaves  and  subordinates  of  the  under- 
chicfs  in  all  departments.  And  I  charge  this 
department  with  having  already  inflicted  a 
serious  and  aggravated  injury  on  tho  colony 
in  tho  introduction  of  stoats,  wea^^ls,  and 
ferrets,  and  other  animals.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  no  ^linister  of  the  Crown,  no- 
educated  man  taking  any  large  hold  of  what 
is  g  ;od  for  the  country,  would  ever  dreain  of 
introducing  ravenous  beasts  of  proy.  No  doubt 
the  rabbits  thrive  in  an  extraordinary  degree  in 
this  country  ;  but  aro  we  on  that  account  to 
introduce  tho  natural  enemies  of  the  rabbits? 
And  what  is  the  object  in  view?  It  is  that 
these  natural  enemies  should  overcome  this 
plague.  I  suppose  that  the  department  fully 
expects  that  this  dangerous  experiment  and 
their  labours  will  ultimately  end  in  the  rab- 
bits, at  least,  being  kept  under.  Then,  hero 
is  the  position  in  which  the  thing  will  be  left: 
Wo  shall  have  the  plague  of  rabbits  sub- 
dued, but,  instead  of  the  plague  of  rabbits,  wa 
shall  have  swarms  of  theso  dangerous  animaU 
in  their  place.  After  theso  animals  have  dono 
their  work,  can  any  profitable  use  be  made  of 
them  ?  Will  they  form,  in  any  shape  whatever, 
an  article  of  commerce  ?  Certainly  not.  Theso 
ravenous  animals  will  be  left  to  prey  upon 
whatever  is  left  suitable  for  their  subsistence. 
The  whole  thing  appears  to  me  to  be  an  utter 
absurdity.  I  am  afraid  the  mischief  is  done 
alreeidy.  The  remedy  of  introducing  these 
animals  will  undoubtedly  prove  worse   than 
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the  disease ;    bnt   I    am  afraid  we  are   suf- 
fering from  the  fatal  step  of  the  original  intro- 
dnctiozL  of  these  yermin.    I  am  informed}  on 
the  best  authority,  that  an  honourable  member 
of  this  Council  saw  fit  to  introduce  stoats, 
weasels,  and   ferrets    upon   his    estate    in   a 
southern  portion  of  the  colony.    I  understand 
that  since  the  introduction  'of  these  veri^in 
there  is  not  a  single  duck  to  be  found  within 
twenty-four  miles  of  the  estate.     It  is  quite 
well  Imown  in  natural  history  that  these  ani- 
mals have  attacked  men  repeatedly.    I  saw 
an  account  in  the  newspapers  the  other  day 
of  a  mother  finding  a  weasel  at  the  throat 
of   her  child.     If   these   animals   spread    it 
will  be  impossible  for  surveyors  to^camp  out 
in  prosecuting   their  duties.    It  will  be  dan- 
gerous, too,  for  stock-dnvers,  who  have  often  to 
sleep  out  for  many  nights.    Sleeping  on  the 
ground  will  become  absolutely  impossible.    I 
have  no  doubt  whatever,  if  these  vermin  over- 
come the  rabbits,  they  will  attack  any  living 
animal  that  they  can  possibly  overcome  ;  and 
it  is  idle  for  us  to  say  they  will  never  attack 
lambs.    Who  could  have  foretold  ten-  or  twelve 
years  ago  that  the  keas  would  prove  so  de- 
structive a  plague  as  they  have  proved  in  some 
districts  in  the  South  Island?     It  would  be 
impossible  for  small  settlers  to  keep  poultry : 
we  should  probably  have  to  mourn  the  scarcity 
of  poultry  and  eggs  ;  and  thus,  too,  a  valuable 
export  might  be  cut  off.    We  should  destroy  all 
chances  of  our  small  settlers  having  an  article 
of  trade  open  to  them  by  which  they  could  in- 
erease  their  resources.    In  every  aspect,  look- 
ing  at    the    introduction    of    these    ravenous 
animals,  I  am  positively  filled  with  fear  and 
dismay.    There  was  never  a  more  dangerous 
itep  proposed  to  be  taken  than  the  introduction 
of  such  animals   into  a  colony  like  this.      I 
have  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  coming  to  the 
oonclusion  that  this  part  of  the  report  should 
not  be  acted  upon.     If  you  ask  mo  to  provide 
•n  efKcient  remedy,  I  will  tell  you  one.    There 
was  considerable  alarm  seven  or   eight  years 
tgo,  when  the  spread  of  rabbits  became  general ; 
but  in  some  quarters  they  were  regarded  as 
the  friends  of  the  people.    The  true  remedy  is 
to  break  up  large  estates  and  the  waste  lands 
of  tbe  Crown  into  small  sections,  and  to  settle 
industrious  settlers  upon  them.    I  am  bound 
to  say  there  would  be  no  trouble  with  rabbits 
sftcr  that.    I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— The  Hon. 
Kr.  Reeves  commenced  his  remarks  in  a  way 
which  seemed  to  me  rathor  to  infer  that  the 
Committee  have  placed  in  that  report  all  the 
information  they  have  obtained,  and  that  they 
bA?c  expressed  in  that  report  all  that  they 
li&ve  done  to  get  information  regarding  this 
pest  in  the  colony.  I  might,  perhaps,  refer  to 
s  report  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  already  referred.  It  is  from  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Lyttelion  Times,  and  it 
was  from  that  article  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  quoted  a  little  with  regard  to  the 
introduction  of  the  animals  in  Jamaica.  That 
article  commences  in  this  way  :~ 
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"  For  the  last  two  months  a  Parliamentary 
Committee  has  sat  in  Wellington  to  consider  a- 
means  of  meeting  the  rabbit-pest.  So  far  as  is 
known,  the  Committee  has  done  nothing  yet 
except  consider;  but  rumour  has  it  that  its 
members  are  about  to  do  something — some- 
thing that  had  much  better  be  left  undone." 

I  infer  from  that  that  the  writer  of  that 
article  either  did  not  know  that  the  Committee 
were  taking  evidence  and  making  all  inquiries 
with  regard  to  the  pest,  or  that  he  was  not 
willing  to  give  that  information  to  others.  The 
Committee  have  had  very  many  sittings.  They 
have  examined  a  great  many  persons  of  ex- 
perience in  the  matter  of  rabbits,  and  they 
have  got  answers  to  questions  relating  to  the 
rabbit -pest  from  all  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  object  has  been  to  get  opinions  from 
every  side  regarding  the  subject.  The  result 
is  this:  that  not  only  did  the  witnesses 
strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
but,  out  of  sixty-eight  or  seventy  replies  re- 
ceived from  different  parts  of  the  colony,  the 
answers  have  been  almost  unanimously  in 
favour  of  the  introduction  of  these  animals.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Itceves  that 
stoats  and  weasels  are  undesirable  animals  if 
there  is  no  occasion  for  importing  them.  I 
would  not  import  them  for  amusement  or  where 
there  was  no  occasion.  But  we  must  recollect 
what  this  matter  is  we  are  dealing  with.  The 
report  states  that  the  question  is  not  second  in 
importance  to  any  that  can  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  I  maintain  that  that 
is  a  correct  statement.  We  hear  from  all  parts 
of  the  colony  of  the  dreadful  ravages  committed 
by  rabbits.  This  pest  certainly  has  cost  the 
colony  at  least  two  millions  sterling,  and  we 
cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  see  the  end  of  it. 
It  calls  upon  us  to  act  in  the  way  which  we 
consider  most  effective.  It  is  a  question  of  ex- 
treme importance,  and  it  is  on  these  grounds 
that  the  importation  of  these  animals  is  recom- 
mended. I  would  point  out  that  it  is  recom- 
mended that  these  animals  should  be  placed 
on  the  roughest  and  most  inaccessible  portions 
of  the  Crown  lands  of  the  colony  —  districts 
where  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with  the  rabbit- 
pest  in  any  other  way.  It  was  shown  clearly 
to  the  Committee  that,  Whilst  in  ordinary 
country  poisoning  by  grain  is  very  effective, 
and  may  keep  the  rabbits  down,  in  the  high 
and  unoccupied  lauds  it  is  impossible  in  many 
instances  to  carry  grain  for  the  purpose  of 
poisoning  the  rabbits.  It  has  been  urged  that 
what  we  should  do  is  to  settle  the  land — to 
break  up  the  large  holdings.  There  are  some 
honourable  members  who  never  lose  an  op- 
portunity of  raising  that  cry.  Wliat  would 
be  the  state  of  the  colony  now  if  wo  had  not 
had  large  holdings  as  well  as  small?  It  is 
useless  to  talk  of  at  once  cutting  up  the  land 
into  small  holdings  and  introducing  settlers 
upon  these  holdings.  I  quite  acknowledge 
that  in  thickly-populated  districts  rabbits  will 
bo  kept  down  :  in  fact,  in  agricultural  districts 
they  will  bo  kept  down  as  soon  as  we  can  pre- 
vent the  rabbits  coming  in  great  numbers  from 
the  high  lands.     The  way  proposed  by  the  Com- 
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mittee  is  the  only  way  we  can  see  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  I 
hope  honourable  members  will  not  adopt  this 
motion.  The  conclasion  come  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  arrived  at  hastily ;  it  was  not 
come  to  without  a  large  amount  of  evidence 
being  taken,  and  the  opinions  of  a  great  many 
people  being  received.  I  think  I  can  fairly  say 
that  the  general  voice  of  the  colony  is  in  favour 
of  adopting  this,  which  appears  to  be  the  only 
safe  remedy  for  the  rabbit-pest.  Even  suppos- 
ing stoats  and  weasels  became  very  numerous 
in  some  parts  of  the  colony,  they  would  not 
be  found  in  any  numbers  among  the  small 
settlers.  If  the  rabbits  were  kept  down  the 
stoats  and  weasels  could  easily  be  got  rid  of. 
Stoats  and'  weasels  are  easily  trapped.  The 
Committee  report  that  the  Government  will  be 
•obliged  to  iprevent  by  all  means  in  their  power 
the  destruction  of  stoats  and  weasels  in  those 
districts  where  they  are  turned  out.  Stoats 
and  weasels  are  very  easily  caught  and  de- 
stroyed. I  say  again  that  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  not  lightly  reject  a  report  of  this 
description,  because  I  am  very  certain  it  is 
most  necessary  that  these  animals  should  be 
introduced. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  much 
pleased  that  my  honourable  friend  has  brought 
this  motion  forward.  He  has  done  it  in  the 
way  that  ho  does  everything  which  he  under- 
takes in  this  Council.  First  of  all,  he  has  tried 
to  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  subject.  Every  honourable  member  will 
give  him  credit  for  being  disinterested  in  the 
views  he  takes  in  this  matter,  seeing  that  he  is 
not  so  personally  concerned  in  it  as  some  other 
honourable  members  are.  The  honourable 
gentleman  deserves  all  the  more  credit,  there- 
fore, for  having  studied  the  matter  so  carefully. 
I  am  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Committee;  for  then  we 
should  have  had  a  question  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  whether  the  introduction  of 
these  animals  would  be  detrimental  or  other- 
wise properly  considered.  My  honourable  friend 
has  mentioned  several  kinds  of  animals  which 
have  been  introduced  already  as  having  proved 
a  great  nuisance ;  but  I  entirely  disagree  with 
him  in  regard  to  what  he  has  said  concerning 
sparrows.  He  has  in  a  wonderful  manner 
painted  the  noxious  animals  the  introduction 
of  which  is  now  proposed.  Bengal  tigers  and 
lions  are  nothing  to  them.  Barnum  was  very 
great  as  a  showman ;  but,  if  ho  could  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  pick  up  with  some  one 
to  describe  these  ELuimals  in  the  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  did,  I  think  ho  would 
have  achieved  even  greater  success  than  he 
•did. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— Not  my  descrip- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Well,  it  was  a 
•quoted  description.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man quoted  a  story  of  a  man  who,  when  four 
miles  from  home,  was  attacked  by  weasels, 
which  hung  on  to  him  for  a  long  time  and  were 
ultimately  killed  on  the  man  reaching  home. 
It  seems  to  me  they  were  a  long  time  in  trying 
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to  kill  him.  I  admit  that  stoats  and  weasefa  | 
are  very  dangerous  animals  to  introduce ;  bol  | 
we  have  a  desperate  case  to  deal  with,  aad  | 
desperate  remedies  are  necessary.  And  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  would  not,  on  the  whol^ 
be  a  mistake  to  bring  those  animals  into  tfa» 
country.  The  coloured  maps  attached  to  Uio 
report  show  where  rabbits  are  very  thick  indeed 
— ^where  they  are  what  is  called  "  dangerous,* 
and  where  they  are  just  beginning  to  spread. 
From  all  the  evidence  we  have  gathered  H 
seems  to  bo  an  established  fact  that  the  rabblte 
are  spreading  very  fast  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  if  these  animals  are  to  be  introduced, 
and  are  to  live  here  and  to  be  a  success,  joa 
will  have  to  turn  them  out  amongst  the  rab- 
bits. The  first  effect  of  this  step  will  be  to 
scatter  the  rabbits  in  every  direction  over  the 
country.  I  see  the  Government  arc  recom- 
mended to  introduce  them  in  large  numbers ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  introduction, 
will  have  no  effect  in  this  country  if  3*ou  allow 
them  to  spread  east,  north,  south,  and  west. 
You  can  do  nothing  unless  you  fence  in  the 
rabbits;  and,  if  you  do  that,  the  danger  to 
which  my  honourable  friend  has  referred  will 
be  reduced  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  the 
rabbits  will  be  exterminated  in  any  part  of 
the  country  into  which  stoats  and  weasels 
have  been  turned  out  sooner  than  would  be 
the  case  if  these  animals  were  allowed  to 
wander  from  one  place  to  another.  ]My  honour- 
able friend  said  that  these  animals  do  not  kill 
lambs  at  Home.  He  tells  us  that  there  lambs 
are  very  well  taken  care  of,  and  that  the 
shepherds  are  always  at  hand  to  protect  them. 
But  that  is  not  the  case  at  all.  The  stoats  have 
just  as  good  a  chance  of  killing  lambs  in  the 
Old  Country  as  they  have  here,  and,  in  fact, 
a  better  chance.  This  is  certamly  the  case 
in  some  parts  of  Scotland,  where  stoats  and 
weasels  are  in  large  nimibers.  Then,  again, 
with  regard  to  the  statement  that  their  intro- 
duction into  this  colony  is  only  for  the  bene- 
fit of  one  class,  I  deny  it  entirely.  It  is  really 
for  the  benefit  of  everybody  in  the  colony — 
first  of  all,  those  whose  interests  arc  directly 
affected,  and,  secondly,  and  thirdly,  and  so 
on,  those  who  derive  indirect  benefit.  We  are 
also  told  that  the  rabbit -pest  will  be  likely 
to  prove  of  advantage  to  the  country,  inasmuch 
as  it  will  have  the  effect  of  breaking  up  the  big 
estates.  I  expect  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Shnmski  will  say  "  Hear,  hear,"  to  that.  But 
how  ridiculous  is  such  a  statement  !  What 
would  have  been  the  result  if  these  estates  had 
been  so  broken  up  in  the  early  days  ?  There 
would  have  been  scarcely  any  one  here  at  the 
present  time.  The  men,  however,  who  came 
out  at  that  time  were  different  from  those  who 
come  out  at  the  present  time.  A  great  deal  of 
the  depression  is,  I  believe,  owing  to  tlie  facs 
that  those  who  come  out  now  will  not  go  into 
the  country,  tut  remain  in  the  towns.  Then,  it 
is  said  that  if  the  country  were  settled  in  thi?; 
manner  it  would  have  the  effect  of  exterminat 
ing  these  rabbits.  But  will  those  who  say 
that  bring  out  the  settlers  and  put  them  on 
the  land,    or    give   it  them    free,  as  at  the 
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Iffesent  time  is  becoming  the  common  prac- 
tice of  the  countiy — making  them  a  present 
of  it?     And  what  will  the  small  farmers  do 
with  it  when  they  get   it?    Nothing.    They 
would  not  kill  the  rabbits ;  the  rabbits  would 
be  there  still.     And  none  but  those  who  know 
something  about  the  matter  can  at  all  appre- 
ciate the  amount  of  damage  which  the  spread 
of  rabbits  is  likely  to  entail  on  the  colony. 
Although  I  should  have  to  bear  my  share  of 
the  taxation,  I  say  that,  if  you  proposed  to 
borrow  five  millions  to-morrow,  and  by  doing  so 
could  kill   the  rabbits  out  in  New  Zealand, 
I  would  vote  for  it,  and  I  think  the  work  would 
be  done  cheaply  at  the  price,  especially  if  you 
sdded  the  benefits  that  would  thereby  accrue 
to  the  country,  either  directly  or  indirectly.    I 
had  no  idea  at  the  outset  that  this  discussion 
vould  have  assumed  so  much  importance.    It 
is  very  easy  indeed  to  find  fault ;  but  neither 
of  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
found  so  much  fault  with  the  proposed  intro- 
duction of  the  vermin  in  question  has  suggested 
any  other  remedy.    And  here  I  do  not  wish  it 
to  be  understood  that  I  say  in  an  unqualified 
manner  that  this  remedy  alone  will  be  suffi- 
cient, or  will  be  a  good  thing.    I  have  already 
said,  and  I  say  again,  that  I  believe  the  intro- 
doction  of  these  vermin,  instead  of  being  on 
advantage  to  the  country,  will  be  a  very  great 
disadvantage  indeed  unless  by  a  rabbit-proof 
fence  you  can  confine    the  rabbits  to  where 
they  are.    If   you    are    going    to    turn  them 
OQt  indiscriminately  on  the  country,  then  I 
say  you  will  be  doing  the  greatest  possible 
harm  you  can  to  the  country.    You  will  have 
left  nothing  but  the  nuisxince,  without  any 
advantage  being  derived  therefrom.    But  I  say 
that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  has  suggested 
any  improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs.    They 
say,  "Do  not  introduce    stoats  and  weasels. 
Tbey  are  a  nuisance.    They  hang  on  to  our 
seeks  and  those  of  our  horses,  and  we  have  to 
nm  home  to  get  our  grooms  to  knock  them  off 
and  kill  them."    At  the  rate  the  rabbits  have 
been  spreading  in  the  past,  it  will  soon  be 
impossible  for  any  settler  to  derive  a  liveli- 
hood from  the  lands.     Talk  of   repudiation  I 
if  it  is  possible  to  bring  the  colony  to  such 
a  climax,  it  will  he  the  rabbits.    Get  this  pest 
spread  all  over  the  country — it  is  antagonistic 
to  the  interests  of  the  settlement  of  the  colony 
—and  you  will  find  it  difficult  to  meet  your  en- 
^ements.    I  have  troubled  the  Council  some 
time— much  longer  than  I  had  intended  to  do 
—but  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  bo  seriously 
entertained.    My  honourable  friend  the  mover 
of  the  motion  has  said  that  this  is  a  piece  of 
p>inic  legislation.    I  do  not  see  that  it  is.    I 
•am  gore  that  everybody  is  discussing  it  in  as 
calm  a  manner  as  possible,  and  I  am  glad  this 
important  subject  is  being  so  well  ventilated. 
It^  ventilation,  I  think,  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  may  possibly  stimulate  some  persons 
to  discover  some  means  of  getting  rid  of  this 
fearfal  pest  in  this  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— The  honourable 
member  has  given  us  some  reasons  for  not 
vishisg  to   adopt  the    recommendation  con- 


tained in  this  report.  I  will  discuss  the  matter 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  First,  upon 
the  suppression  of  the  rabbit-pest  depends  in 
a  measure  the  amount  of  our  export  of  wool 
to  England.  That  amounts  to  three  millions 
per  annum.  Upon  the  suppression  of  the  pest 
depends  the  food  of  nearly  all  the  cattle 
and  stock  in  addition.  That  means  another 
million  per  annum.  What  state  would  the 
country  have  been  in  now  if  war  had  not  been 
waged  against  the  rabbits  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years  ?  I  can  tell  honourable  members 
that  on  a  certain  run  of  sixty-five  thousand 
acres  four  hundred  thousand  skins  were  got  in 
one  yecu:;  and  the  cost  of  killing  the  rabbits 
was  more  than  the  value  the  skins  realized. 
Then,  look  at  the  export  of  skins.  The  export 
every  year  for  some  years  past  has  averaged 
nine  xnillion  skins,  and  still  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  number  of  rabbits  in  the  colony  is  on  the 
increase.  Sir,  we  have  already  introduced 
ferrets,  a  few  stoats  and  weasels,  and  the 
mongoose.  Very  recently  I  had  a  memoran- 
dum from  a  runholder  in  the  South  Island, 
stating  the  improvement  the  land  had  under- 
gone by  reducing  the  rabbit -pest  by  ferrets, 
this  improvement  being  borne  witness  to  by 
the  state  of  the  grass  and  the  condition  of  the 
stock.  There  is,  too,  another  point  of  view  to 
look  at  the  matter  from.  Last  year  the  rents 
of  Grown  lands  realized  £167,080.  When  the 
rabbits  prevailed  extensively,  many  of  the 
runs  were  given  up,  and  in  other  cases  two 
or  three  sets  of  tenants  occupied  the  same 
land  in  succession,  but  were  ruined  by  the  pest. 
Were  we  to  cease  our  efforts  to  deal  with  this 
pest  it  would  result  in  a  great  loss  to  the 
revenue,  and  the  pest  would  spread  from  one 
end  of  the  Islands  to  the  other,  and  the  country 
would  be  almost  valueless.  The  very  existence 
of  the  settlers  eixgaged  in  pastoral  pursuits 
depends  on  the  eradication  of  the  rabbits.  It 
is  the  Grown  lands  whioh  have  caused  all  the 
mischief.  They  are  usually  difficult  of  access, 
and  there  the  rabbits  have  increased  to  an 
enormous  extent,  and  have  swarmed  down  on 
to  surrounding  country.  The  Gouncil  may  rest 
assured  that  the  Babbit  Nuisance  Gommittee 
would  not  have  proposed  the  introduction  of 
stoats  and  weasels  if  there  was  not  a  good  rea- 
son for  it ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  evident  that 
there  is  a  very  good  reason  for  importing  this 
natural  enemy.  From  the  evidence  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  are  instances  of  small  farmers 
being  occupied  in  keeping  down  the  nuisance 
by  employing  a  man  constantly.  If  this  is  the 
case,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that,  as  has  been 
said,  the  pest  would  bo  eradicated  by  settling 
the  land  with  small  farmers  ?  My  opinion  is 
that  unless  the  natural  enemy  is  obtained  iu 
large  numbers,  and  turned  out  to  deal  with  tho 
pest  without  let  or  hindrance,  the  pest  will 
increase  and  continue.  1  believe  that,  with 
poisoning,  and  turning  out  tho  natural  enemy, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  tho  pest  will  bo 
kept  within  reasonable  limits. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— The  honourable 
member  who  moves  this  motion  comes  forward 
as  the  champion  of  the  small  settlers  and  th& 
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small  holdors,  as  I  imagine  from  some  of  hit 
Rmarks ;  but  the  fact  is  that  in  Canterbury^ 
at  all  events,  in  the  part  of  Canterbury  in  ^hieh 
Ghxistchuroh  is  situated  —  they  do  not  know 
vhat  rabbits  are ;  they  have  not  the  remotest 
idea  of  them.  From  some  of  the  evidence  tiiat 
was  taken  before  the  Committee  it  seems  that 
some  of  these  small  holders  in  the  part  where 
the  pest  is  are  quite  as  much  interested  in  the 
matter  as  any  of  the  large  holders.  They  say 
the  rabbits  are  on  the  mountains  five  or  six 
thousand  feet  high ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  sup- 
pose that  such  country  as  this  can  be  broken 
up  into  such  small  holdings  that  the  settlers 
could  do  anvthing  with  them.  As  it  is,  Uie 
rabbits  live  there,  and  come  down  on  the  small 
holdings  in  the  surrounding  districts,  and  the 
fanners  are  unable  to  kee]^  them  down.  There- 
fore it  is  a  matter  of  quite  as  much  interest 
to  thorn  as  it  is  to  the  runholders.  Indeed, 
this  is  not  a  runholders*  Question  at  all — quite 
the  contrary:  it  is  a  colonial  question  alto- 
geUK'x.  It  affects  the  staple  product  of  the 
colv^nv  —  wool ;  also  meat.  I  ao  not  suppose 
the  honourable  member  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  r>»ad  tho  evidence,  or  else  I  think  he  would 
look  on  this  subiect  in  a  different  iray.  The 
settloK  are  unable  to  keep  up  the  usual  num- 
ber of  sheep;  and  therefore  not  only  the 
supply  of  mutton,  but  the  wool  also  is 
afi««osod  by  the  rabbit-pest.  With  regard  to  the 
Quesuon  of  danger,  that  is  an  important  point. 
The«e  are  undoubtedly  dan^ious  animals. 
Well,  so  are  ferrets.  In  some  of  the  works  I 
h^ve  nNul  chey  say  that  tame  ferrets  are  more 
dd^ijCeivus  than  wild.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber iu:;o  uiade  a  grv^it  point  of  the  ecnstAnt 
*5x>rts  mci^o.e  to  de*:rv\Y  &:..vk:$  anvl  wea$eli  in 
KiXji:';^xvt.  anil  yet  they  had  been  unable  to 
axi;.ri\jk:e  them  there.  That  is  perftx*:>  trse  : 
and  ore  juuwer  inven  to  the  Couir:i::;ee  shows 
oiie  i\Jt>on  why  they  *re  no:  ex5ertii.u4i*"vi  ir. 
V:'^'a.-,U  It  was  uier.::.-uc\i  :::45  a  ru.A:i  o^ervxi 
ts*  SA.-'-'tvi  out  ^;v>a:$  frvui  FuiilAnd  as  ^s^  arieo*. 
T.'.i*  "wyts  wksht^r  vioub;cvi.  beoAiise  she  Conir-i:5- 
liK'  thov^ht  they  were  s:r,:oh  civ-^re  eTivr.^i'r*, 
astvl  the  oc^  vvu*i  bo  allied  to  by  crivjiu::^ 
tb.-:»»  ,*.;: .  arsd  tb/^  v-a*  ihe  .jue;?:;.;!  asiiO  ci 
tb.43  v»,;iio».  ""Cdkn  yvu  rtAiv.e  :he  jk,^^m  wbj' 
>iiou"C  >^'vv^  yv«i  as  shas  i^*rv  .*"    Ij:e  az-j-w^-r 

Wro^i.  r.-:*  b^ATv  vi^v*  r:o5  *::.-»  trsry  rjc 
-  o:%»  i*  A  #rcrt:vi":rAa — arL«i  <oc>«fv:  .:.*•:>  i:::rv 
arv  A  iTVA3*v.*.i*ry  *cv.n*5j  th-^Te.'"  *  Tbi:  us  :be 
re«Jk<\**,  ^-\Y  li^*  «c»i:s  Are  2:05  exier::::.  njiCvvi  jz. 
Y.-^  j.:"C  -b«^.nfcu^^*?  rji  y.Av>»  wj^^jt*  i.-.*r!?  Are 
6,'.\,av  A:;vi.  ^r^i-*  Are  «<  ;,'i:  >ccAi>  a' 
5Jv*--<.'  *>,-*.  ,"&  ^  i.i?>sir-,*^  !.%•  >:rcA2> 
A3C  ,  ?'.»r^wv*:e  ;*  js^  :roc  .  v^ .'« 
'wv'u.c  i_-',«  *r*r.\% -,{  I  : 
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attacked  by  a  savage  dog.  No  one,  howtfigf^ 
says  on  that  ground  that  dogs  are  not  of  UBe. 
If  the  rabbits  are  to  be  stopped  from  over* 
spreading  the  Canterbury  Plains,  the  ooljr 
means  of  stopping  them,  in  addition  to  poison- 
ing them,  is  to  turn  out  their  natural  enemi«a 
in  the  wild,  hilly  parts  of  the  country. 
Debate  sdjoumed. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  requesting  a  Free  Gonferene* 
on  the  amendment  made  by  the  Council  tx 
clause  S8  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  fh]» 
Council  agree  to  a  Free  Conference  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  subject  of 
their  amendment  in  clause  88  of  the  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill :  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  and  the  mover 
be  MflU[iagers  for  this  Council. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF    FEMALES    AND 
OTHERS  BELL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the- 
Emplovment  of  Females  and  Others  BUI, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,~The  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  was  good 
enough  to  aiiow  the  committal  to  be  postponed 
for  a  few  days  in  order  that  some  papers  fot 
which  I  moved— namely,  the  reports  of  the 
Inspectors  under  the  Act — ^might  be  laid  before 
the'Council.  The  dme  has  been  so  short  since 
the  papers  were  presented  that  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  paying  much  attention  to 
the  master.  There  are  o^y  two  reports  on  the- 
table.  and  one  c£  t.:ese  vn&s  before  the  Council 
on  a  pxevious  ocrjL-:-n.  These  are  the  only 
reports  which  kATe  bc-?n  received  by  the  Go- 
vieinnent.     Tee  In>r«o:or  for  Dune^n  says, — 

*'  D  JXLi:^  thi  a -Ar;er  I  have  visited  at  various 
ti=i*5  the  fAc;cr.e5i  Ani  tr-rkrcoms  in  this  dis- 
tncs.  and  itr::h  only  7^2  ^r  three  exceptions)  I 
fcui:A  no  cesire  'n  tlie   part  cf  employers  to 

contrakvw-,*  :ii  A  r :.    7 <  m  iy  p?«5ibly  be  owing. 

a  f  A>i  ieal  :c  ih*  I--Tr:>>-::i  xrhich  exists  here 
as  ih*  pres^m  i^r:e  n:;  ofiring  sufficient  in- 

•"Thire  hAT-^  boc-  r-'y  txD  informaticMis 
Ia:I  iTirri  ihr  .y--r-  r  :rr  breaches  of  the 
A>r5  :  1:1^  ±r?z  -ar-Ai  "jji  \ .- -  5.:..-:-.  -z.  6.  for  employ- 
ir^  A  x*y  An,£r  :-▼:  7  li  :-  5A:zrlAT;  and  the 
rc-iir  u.~.i*r  5cb<^c:--M  1  _  »ec:i:a  7 — ^namely, 
:cr  ^=7^,'.  j:::^  a  rt._  :.r  z::ir3  t.An  fear  and  a 
-A.:  hjCTf  w-ij::..!  az.  iz.:.,rvsl:  in  each  of 
wh^ci  c<A9e«    i^'i    rvr^i   was   crnriiied  and 
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•r^  ,♦:  :j  *  Ar:  a:* I  I  •  :^^f  •:?  Asi  hmooraUe 
o.  -tvzrra  w^-,:.  .r  :>ty  "v-V  ihere  is  soffi- 
-••,--*  ^~.-«iiiii  >j :  v-i  i-c  ib>*  a^:^rii:r~  which 
«;  2i  S'."*  rr.-.vsc  ;-  nki^^  One  Inspector 
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ao^:7>«.  .N»».t  ,  V -.  :i  >  i^LT-fosisc  &?  be  £2  front 
»Tvr-*v  r^.  4:7 1  2^    s  .*^  .'Ci2lj,'ii.  ihas  scmethinf 
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4hat  kind.  These  are  the  reports  from  the  clB- 
^lal  side.  There  are,  however,  statements  on 
4lie  other  side  from  those  persons  who  havo 
been  injmioasly  affected  by  the  operation  of 
the  Act,  which,  I  think,  are  quite  as  worthy  of 
consideration  as  those  of  the  detectives.  From 
-amozigsi  a  great  many  other  communications 
which  I  have  received  on  the  subject  —  for 
I  seem  to  have  become  quite  a  distinguished 
individnal  in  connection  with  this  Employment 
«!  Females  Act  —  ^m  various  parts  of  the 
■colony,  I  will  just  quote  one,  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  form  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Auckland  Evening  Star^  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  I  specially  desire  to  direct  your  attention, 
and  also  the  tradesmen  of  Auckland,  to  the 
oomtinual  acts  of  oppression  which  are  being 
brought  into  operation  against  the  employers 
of  labour.     The  various  clauses  of  the  Employ- 
ment of  Females  and  Others  Act  are  exceed- 
ingly unjust  and  oppressive.    The  other  day,  at 
-cor "law-court,  a   poor    tradesman,  who   em- 
ployed but  one  girl  occasionally  to  assist  his 
wife  to  trim  hats,  was  &ied  £2  for  not  having 
a  notice  of  the  hours  of  labour  posted  up  in 
his  zoom  ;  also  another  was  fined  the  same 
amount  for  having  failed  to  send  a  copy  of  his 
work-hours  to  the  Inspector;  and  a  third  for 
having  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  upon  the  premises 
•After  2  p.in.  on  Saturday,  although  it  was  shown 
that  the  lad  was  waiting  to  deliver  a  parcel  of 
woik  which  had  to  be  delivered  on  the  said  day. 
I  ask,  are  these  the  laws  to  have  upon  the  Statute 
Book — laws  to  oppress  the  honest,  hardworking, 
4Ukd  industrial  classes  of  the  community  ?    I 
sfmeal  to  all  liberal  and  sensible  minds.     .    ." 
Now,  we  have  the  Inspectors'  reports  that,  in 
spite  of  the  inherent  wickedness  in  the  nature 
■<2  employers  of  labour,  the  Act  works  fully  to 
tiie  satisfaction  even  of  the  detectives ;  but,  on 
{he  other  hand,  we  have  the  complaints  of  those 
persons  who  suffer  from  its  operation,  which,  I 
think,  are  quite  worthy  of  consideration  before 
we  seek  to  make  these  provisions  more  intoler- 
able and  injurious.    On  a  recent  occasion  I  was 
myself  subjected  to  what,  I  am  sure,  will  now 
he  admitted  was  a  very  unfair  attack  for  the 
part  which  I  had  taken  in  opposing  the  further 
enactment  of  measures  of  this  character.    I 
was  accused  of  sneering  at  the    workpeople 
—of  having    spoken   in    a    sneering    manner 
of  the  classes  who  wore  affected  by  this  Bill — 
that  is,  of  sneering  at  the  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion, and,  by  implication,  of  using  such  terms 
I     with  respect  to  them  as  that  they  were  '*  the 
^     »:un  of  the  earth." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Pardon  mc  ;  but 
I  never  applied  that  to  the  honourable  :.iem- 
W.  I  said  this  was  language  used  yeais  ago 
by  speakers  on  the  subject.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  mistmderstood  me. 
I  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— By  implication, 
the  honourable  member  intended,  I  believe,  to 
convey  that,  from  the  well-known  inclination  of 
my  mind  with  reference  to  the  working-classes, 
I  was  capable  of  using  such  language,  or  think- 
mg  in  such  language. 
The  Hon.  Mr.   WILSON.— The  honourable 


gentleman  misunderstood  what  I  said.  I  do  not 
withdraw  one  word  of  what  I  did  say,  which  was 
that  those  were  the  terms  in  which  the  working- 
classes  were  spoken  of  by  statesmen  years  ago. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  my  honourable  friend  is 
not  capable  of  using  such  language  or  of  ' 
thinking  in  such  language. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  I  misunderstood  my  honourable  friend.  I 
hold  honest  labour  in  high  esteem ;  but  there  is 
a  class  for  whom  I  have  supreme  contempt — 
those  who  are  the  base  parasites  of  the  worlong- 
classes.  They  are  not  of  the  working-classes ; 
they  are  men  who,  scorning  themselves  to  labour, 
are  mean  enough  to  profit  by  and  live  upon  the 
labour  of  others.  These  are  the  men  that  I 
have  a  contempt  for ;  but  there  is  no  man  in 
the  colony  who  has  a  greater  respect  for  the 
honest  working-man  than  myself — not  one, 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  nor  any 
other  member  of  this  Council.  But  I  do,  as  I 
say,  scorn  the  parasites  who  prey  on  the  wodL- 
ing-man  and  who  trade  on  his  ignorance ;  they 
are  panderers  to  the  mob,  and  ambitious  seekers 
for  popular  applause.  They  have  individual 
interests  in  dealing  with  questions  of  this  kind; 
and  I  think  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
infiuence  the  legislation  of  this  colony  for 
their  own  purposes.  Having  failed  on  former 
occasions  to  induce  the  Council  to  take  the 
view  that  I  do  take  of  this  Bill,  and  while 
refusing  my  consent  to  the  Bill  being  read  a 
second  time,  I  will  not  now  make  any  motion 
on  the  subject.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Com- 
mittee, I  am  quite  sure  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  Council  will  not  permit  it  to  leave  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  shape  m  which  it  is  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  should  like 
this  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time,  because  a 
statement  in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  is  such 
that  some  alteration  in  the  existing  law  is 
indispensable  in  the  event  of  the  law  at  present 
not  being  sufficient  to  authorize  such  altera- 
tions. The  paragraph  in  the  report  of  the 
Inspector  which  has  been  referred  to,  cmd  which 
I  will  only  refer  to  again  by  its  number — 6 — 
was  such  that  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  no 
power  in  the  Act  as  it  exists  now  for  remedy- 
ing the  state  of  things  disclosed  in  that  para- 
graph. I  hope  the  Colonial  Secretary  wiU  in- 
troduce amendments  to  remedy  that  state  of 
things.  There  is  also  a  necessity  for  a  further 
amendment  in  connection  with  the  facts  stated 
in  the  eighth  paragraph  of  the  same  report.  In 
it,  the  Inspector  states  the  employes  could  not 
take  their  mid-day  meals  under  shelter.  They 
were  obliged  to  go  into  the  street  and  take 
their  meals  in  the  rain.  If  there  is  not  power 
in  the  law  at  present  to  remedy  that  state  of 
affairs,  then  we  should  amend  that  also.  I 
trust  that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  will 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  Council  that  the  amend- 
ments he  proposes  will  prevent  such  impro- 
prieties. 

UX  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
Chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The   Hon.    Mr.    McLEAN    moved,   as   an 
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•riu«  Hon,  Sii'  W  W 1  \  ITA K  K U.  I  have  como 
t(i  I  ho  OMiirluHtou,  aftor  vt^ry  oavoful  oousiilera- 
lion,  I  hat  I  oanuot  nupport  this  lUU,  bocauso 
\\  luvtilvtm  two  uriiioiploH  Uolh  of  \\Uioh  1  think 
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ot^^U'tH  iMH^  t\^  ho  a)^\H>u\to\i :  a\ul  it  i»  a  nu>$t 
(tvhu^udvuaiv  )m>\iNUvu:  uommatiou  i$  u^  bo 
\\y  Ihw  uumiUhm*  o(  I  ho  Uonso  o(  Ueprcsonuv 
ti>o>«.  'rho  Uou,  iho  l\^Un\uil  Sooiviary  has 
nhowu  IW»»  a  ^^^^^ovo^M\Uvuun^  tviionitunis  whioh 
ho  \i\i«m\U  ^^  mx^^Hv^o  ut  (h(<  oIau^' ;  and  1 
\\iU\Wa\  \>ah  U\rtl  uvNlortd  o(  tho  v^^^ij^'-vni  in 
iho  \\\\\y  \  thiwk  0\o  op»;.:\,U  v-^iwaI  \>a* 
\\\\   \\wY\yW\w*sV\\\  V\\\  w  \>s»s  no;  >o  Kul  ;ii 
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and  other  Bervants,  and  I  think  that  is  mort 
objectionable.  This  is  the  introdncUon  of  a 
Bystem  which,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  most  ob- 
jectionable features  of  the  American  GoTea- 
ment,  and  that  is,  that  there  is  to  be  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  Civil  Service  periodically :  when- 
ever a  new  Ministry  come  in  they  may  give 
all  the  Oivil  servants  three  months'  notice. 
I  think  that  would  entirely  destroy  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  colony.  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience of  our  Civil  servants,  and  I  say  thst 
there  are  some  verv  excellent  men  amongst 
them.  No  doubt,  where  you  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  there  will  be  some  drones  and 
some  unsatisfactory  people.  That  is  so,  and 
always  will  be  so;  but,  taking  the  Service 
as  a  body,  I  say  they  are  an  efficient  body  of 
servants  to  the  colony,  and  that  it  would  be 
the  greatest  possible  pity  to  destroy  the  Ser- 
vice. There  are  other  serious  objections  to  the 
measure ;  but  these  two  are  fully  sufficient  ta 
justify  mo  in  objecting  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— The  objection  I  haw 
to  tlio  Bill  is  that  it  is  an  experiment,  and  the 
old  maxim  says,  Fiat  expcritmntum  in  eorpon 
vili.  To  enact  by  experiment  on  such  a  body 
as  the  Civil  Service  of  New  Zealand,  which 
is  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  colony, 
is  an  impolitic  act,  in  my  opinion,  and  it  rnss 
counter  to  the  principle  laid  down  by  tme  of 
the  first  economists  of  the  present  centniy, 
who  has  rx^coctly  passed  to  his  rest.  I  think 
his  worvls  should  be  written  in  letters  of  gold, 
aiul  placed  in  our  Assembly  hails  for  the 
giiivlivnco  of  hor.ourablo  members.    He  says,— 

"  We  have  learned  that  in  all  questions  re- 
lating to  human  s.-^cietx,  in  all  controveisKS 
whoro  the  a5:cEcv  of  human  beinjirs  i»  to  be 
rvliovl  ujv?u  for  wcrkini:  out  evtn  the  snuDes^ 
rcsi:'.:>,  il:e  on>  sound  bas:>  upcn  which  wt 
ca:i  t.-uui  dcx:ir:iirsw  And  sull  nicre  ure  only 
sjk:\'  bA>:s  urvr.  Tk  ~:-h  Wi  c.?^  «r>L>rt  Ia^^  is  not 

>u,::\\bu:  vvr..:^<:.:L5AiiI  rf ifonir^furwated 
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shoald  not  be  dono  again,  tiivl  done  in  every 
dep9ftment  of  the  Service?  1  am  opposed  to 
elaase  9.  If  that  clause  were  carried,  I  think 
the  result  would  be  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  the  Civil  Service  would  overawe  and  con- 
trol the  Govenunent,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
like  what  the  Civil  Service  is  in  Russia.  I 
ihall  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— It  cannot  be 
denied  that  for  some  time  past  the  public  have 
been  agitating  for  a  change  in  the  Civil  Service. 
If  lionourable  gentlemen  will  only  look  back 
a  few  years,  when  another  Ministry  was  in 
power,  they  will  remember  that  a  Commission 
was  appointed  at  an  enormous  expense  to  the 
colony  to  go  not  only  througli  this  colony,  but 
over  the  whole  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  to 
acquire   information  with  a    view   of   saving 
expense  in  our  Civil  Service.     The  cost  was 
very  heavy,  but  up  to  the  present  time  none  of 
ns  know  what  has  become  of  the  report.    The 
report  has  been  mislaid  or  taken  out  of  the 
offices,  and  when  the  succeeding  Ministry  went 
into  othce  it  was  not  to  be  found.    Far  bo  it 
from  me  to  say  one  word — nor  can  I  say  one 
word— against  the  Civil  servants  of  tlic  colony — 
against  their  honesty,  integrity,  or  ability;  for 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  Civil  servant  does  his 
best  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service.    But 
what  can  they  do  when  there  is  a  cry  through- 
ont  the  colony  for  change  and  retrenchment? 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  seems  to  me  that 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  always  talking 
about  retrenchment  invariably  do  their  utmost 
to  oppose  any  measure  that  is  likely  to  carry 
out  reircnchment.     We  have  a  statement  from 
kbe  Premier,  who  pledges  himself  by  this  Bill 
to  save  from  £30,000  to  £40,000. 
An  Hon.  Member. — How  ? 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  not  here 
to  say  how— I  am  not  Premier  at  present ;  but  if 
e^er  I  have  the  honour  to  be  in  that  position, 
and  am  called  upon  to  make  an  explanation 
of  how  that  saving  could  bo  effected,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  do  so.     I  may  merely  suggest  that 
the  Government  have  faced  the  difliculty  in 
bringing  this  matter  before  Parliament,  and  in 
trving  to  save  money  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony;  and  yet  the  moment  the  Bill  comes  be- 
fore this  Council  an  objection  is  taken  to  it  by 
the  ver>'  gentlemen  who  are  always  crying  out 
in  favour  of  retrenchment.    What  does  the  Bill 
propose  to  do  ?    In  the  first  instance  it  proposes 
that  no  one  shall  enter  the  Civil  Service  unless 
he  has  passed  the  Civil  Service  examination — 
not  only  young  men,  but  also  young  women. 
We  have  had  petitions  sent  to   this  Council 
against  the  employment  of  females  in  the  capa- 
city of  barmaids,  and  now  we  are  trying  to  pre- 
sent them  from  entering?  the  Civil  Service. 

Tiie  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  —  The  Bill 
does  not  provide  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— This  Bill  raises 
the  question.  Then ,  we  find  honourable  gentle- 
men very  much  aggrieved  in  regard  to  making 
the  zeeommendations  for  the  appointment  of 
cadets  in  the  Civil  Service.  ^Members  of  this 
Council  are  excluded  from  that  privilege.  I 
^ink,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  a  compli- 


ment passed  to  the  membors  of  this  Council, 
because  now  they  will  not  be  pestered  aa 
they  have  been  by  friends  wishing  to  have 
their  sons  enter  the  Civil  Service.  I  think 
it  is  rather  a  boon  to  be  excluded  from  being 
asked  to  bring  our  sisters,  our  cousins,  and  our 
aunts  into  the  Civil  Service.  I  know  from  per- 
sonal experience  that  it  is  an  impossibility  to 
give  every  one  satisfaction;  and  the  applica- 
tions made  to  members  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  if  they  were  complied  with, 
would  make  the  Civil  Service  ten  times  as  big 
as  it  is  at  the  present  day.  What  is  to  be 
done,  then?  Whatever  good  measures  come 
forward  there  seems  to  be  an  opposition  got  up 
to  destroy  them.  With  regard  to  the  provision 
in  clause  10  that  in  cases  where  there  are  more 
applicants  for  the  appointment  than  one  they 
should  be  balloted  for,  surely  that  is  fair 
enough.  Then,  with  regard  to  making  pro- 
vision for  their  savings,  I  think  that  is  also  a 
very  fair  and  proper  clause.  Why  should  not 
the  Civil  servants  make  provision  for  them- 
selves and  their  families?  They  would  be 
more  independent  by  doing  that  themselves 
than  having  to  depend  upon  tho  Crown  grant- 
ing a  pension  or  anything  of  that  kind.  It 
is  far  more  honourable  to  lay  by  a  small  sum 
in  this  way  than  to  be  dependent  on  a  pen- 
sion and  subject  to  all  tho  insinuations  that 
are  usually  cast  upon  them.  With  respect  to 
the  three  months'  notice,  I  am  sure  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  have  been  in  public  life> 
and  who  have  been  in  tho  Govefnmont,  must 
know  perfectly  well  that,  as  to  a  great  number 
of  Civil  servants  who  apply  for  six  months'  leave 
of  absence — no  doubt  they  deserve  it,  being  in 
the  office  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other — 
the  granting  it  throws  the  office  into  a  state 
of  confusion,  especially  in  tho  case  of  the 
chief  of  the  department  being  called  away.  I 
think  that  three  months  is  quite  sufficient* 
When  the  Government  does  face  the  difficulty 
in  bringing  forward  a  Bill,  without  any  expense 
incurred  by  the  country  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
to  do  justice  to  the  people  and  the  Civil  ser- 
vants, then  it  is  attacked  immediately.  I  trust 
honourable  members  will  give  the  matter  fair 
consideration,  and  will  allow  the  Bill  to  come 
into  operation. 
Debate  adjourned. 

COMPANIES'   BRANCH   REGISTERS 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  tho  Companies'  Branch 
Registers  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  facilitate 
the  transfer  of  shares  among  people  residing  in 
country  districts.  It  would  onQblc  those  people 
to  carry  on  transactions  without  going  to  the 
expense  of  doing  so  by  power  of  attorney. 
Clause  10  was  a  mere  machinery-clause  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  Crown  in  New  Zea- 
land. Provision  was  made  that  on  the  death 
of  a  shareholder  his  shares  should  be  liable  to 
stamp  duty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  tlie  clause  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  would 
have  a    most    mischievous   effect.    It   would 
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<(«t>rivo  t)to  oniony  of  rovonue  which  belonged 
to  it ;  iiiul  ho  oouUl  not  neo  why  shares  entered 
it\  ft  (llNtriol  vi>KiHU*r  should  bo  exempt  from 
Ntivnip  duty  nioro  than  §haroB  entered  in  the 
luaiu  oHUmi.  Ho  doubted  very  much  whether 
tl)o  \\\\\  would  not  afford  facilities  for  fraud; 
ftiul  it  would  bo  quito  poRsiblo  to  uso  registered 
dooumcuts  to  obtain  monoy  on  thorn,  whilst 
thf^  (ioouniont  lui^iit  be  being  UKcd  at  the  other 
0nd  AN  well. 

Tho  lion.  Mr.  HUCKLKV  said  that  was  pro- 
vidod  (or. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  IIOLMKS  contended  that 
ihoro  wan  a  doubt  upon  tho  point  ho  raised 
with  r>»foronro  to  tho  stamp  duty.  IIo  thought 
tho  Ihll  would  doprivo  New  Zealand  of  stamp 
dutv. 

Tho  H.>n,  Mr.  noNAU  thought  tho  Bill  a 
vi^ry  \»i«oful  ivud  ueoessary  one  for  companies 
OMnn»K  ou  huHineKrt  in  New  Zealand  which 
had  hui;t>  JunnhevH  of  Hhan^hoMers  in  London, 
mid  K  \\»MiM  ho  Iho  nieuuH  of  preventing  a 
jlivut  \le«\l  \«(  (mud  and  triekery  in  tho  event 
t>(  au\  HUeh  eon\piuues  retiuiring  to  ho  womid 

Tho  Mon.  Mr.  Mi'I.K  \N  ngnnHl  that  tho  Kill 
>nw>i  \eiv  usof\il  and  ueoe.wuy.  It  ^^«V5  sim]>ly 
a  e\^p\  \\i  an  l'nsi»'')i  Aet  d\n\n  lo  eKiuso  10. 
Then  eamo  au  o\U:unviiuj\rv  prxnision*  tho 
0\Mi>«eipieuo»?*  of  wiueii  to  OvM»u\*»nios  seeking 
|\^  hl\u>{  u\lo  tho  in;^tket  V'u^:l'.sh  oviates  he 
>\aj«  af\A.vl  »^(  »f  I  ho  1m. I  p;\vv^\i  j«  Jts  pi\^<oiu 
fthrtjsv  \\\'  il.xnij.V.t  tVo  li\h  o'.Ar.^e  Wv^u'.vl  Iv 
>vl\  uu>olu.  xv^^iv  .  i*s\\"t.^;\^  ho  WvuM  yau^ie 
\\\  \^\\\v^  \V\'  Imm  a  K^^v,^»;o  tV.;\^;'sh  l.io  Ooun- 
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THIRD  READINGS. 
Waimate  Racecourse  Trustees  Empowenag 
Bill,  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  City  <rf 
Christchurch  Municipal  Offices  Bill,  Auckland 
Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  TRUNK  RAILWAY  ROAD. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  tho  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  cause  a  detail  surrey 
to  be  mado  of  the  best  line  of  road  from  the 
end  of  the  Patea  Road,  Hawke's  Bay  Gonnty, 
through  Rangitikei  County,  to  the  nearest  con- 
venient position  for  a  station  on  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway?  Tho  position  of  this 
rocul  was  that  it  was  a  sort  of  "  no  man's  land." 
It  could  not  in  any  way  benefit  the  Rangicikei 
County,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Hawke's 
Bay  County  had  no  power  to  enter  on  the  land 
and  make  a  survey  for  the  construction  of  a 
road.  It  was  very  important  that  a  road  made 
so  many  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  countiy 
should  be  prolonged  to  tho  railway  as  soon  ns 
the  route  of  the  railway  was  ascertained. 

Mr.  K.  RICHARDSON  said  that  he  stated 
last  vtar  that  tho  Government  would  cause  a 
survey  of  some  sort  to  be  made,  so  that  a  road 
eould  Ih?  niaJe  as  soon  as  the  railway  was  ap- 
proach ir.g  ccmpicticn ;  and  that  was  the  present 
u; tor. lion.  Tr.o  work  would  be  taken  in  hand 
I  cfore  tile  railway  was  completed  there. 

OOKK  K ATT. WAY-CROSSING. 
^ I r,  COW  AX  ;i-:,v,l  the  Minister  for  Public 
\Vork>i,  I:  '.v  \^:.»  cA:«e  a  level  crossing  to  be 

'  r;.;  :rx  or.  H;:ru-.u:-Bl-:i:  lir.e.  at  Hyde  Street, 
viv^r^ :'  r.us  vv.bt  0-:  was  creating  a  great  deal 
.'•  ,;  ->.\t;-M.'::   •    :::  h:<  c:-:r.ct.     Xo  doubt  the 

'  M:i:<:-.r  fr  :Vv  .x'  \\  ^ta-  wvr.id  inform  them 
:••.••;  ;;  v.vi  f  r  ;.:,  ^>.:\:y  f  the  traflic  that 
:..,-.*  vW.\.:  i--»-  v.vrx.  nri  granted;  but 
>«  :'-  v^.':  ;  .;  :1 .:  u  ■  \mi'.t:it  ou;zht  to  see 
:.-..^;  ;.?'  r.>.J.  i^-  .-;  i>-  -^.v  ;o\vrs  vkhieh  were 
.  -  : .  ,1  :v.  TV  - .:  • :  .  r.  *;• ..  ti hi  n.  the  traffic  wau 
,:.•:  .IT-*:  >>  v  .  .  .-i^-  v\-.ry  fAc.I.ty  fcr  going 
.v,.v-  \r*<  ,-'  •  .'  -.- .*r-<  r.:rj<5  :;:e  railway, 
xV^  -u:,,  >    v.  ^   : sx:.:.::;.    .:    iLe   railway 

?•  - :  V  T. :  v^  ■ : ;  ?. :  -  ;  N  c  - :  te  r  ETceu  that  it 
«A''".^  :  x:  :s  «  ■;..:.-.:-.>::  To.r.t:- to  cross  the 
•V.  '  *  :  :  i:  :  -  -v*  — .-  -  v..^.  ine  h?r.ourable 
r..'  .'.  -  ~  -:  ;  v  :  .:  i_-rv  xTtr-^  already 
*  -  •.:  ,--  -x.-  ^  :'.  r-.  ^-^-  -  .-ir  litre.  If  a 
■^^  »■  ^^  ^  -.  '  -  •_  a:  -:  cica:  dis- 
>•     xN  .  •  .  .     •:       ■•,,  --  -:_li  I-.  found, 

■'  -  «•  .  -  -  -  r  J.  -.:  -  up  ihis  road 
V^  -  '  -^  ■  -v.rrr  :.i:  _^  couli  not 
^v    *  ^   *  '  i      's    iT    ,:,?  .-r:>f:rg  to  be 

■V  ,,.  s.*  c    ^  ;,  :.     .::_  i_:,„*T  m  txiitince. 

'''      -  sN    .-..:...  :..     .jCct  f:r  Public 

'     ^^  .  ^        --.  ^  1      -.     ;r.^v— c  to  be 
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«ide,  vid  Lanark  Stroot ;  but  if  he  went  round 
by  the  nearest  crossing  he  had  to  travel  to  his 
work  half  a  mile  each  way,  as  the  nearest  cross- 
ing was  several  chains  away.  Ho  had  received 
notice  from  the  Inspector  of  Permanent  Way 
that  if  he  persisted  in  crossing  where  there 
was  no  legal  crossing  he  would  bo  prosecuted. 
The  cost  of  making  the  crossing  would  be  a 
mere  trifle — ^just  the  cost  of  a  couple  of  loads 
<«f  gravel  and  the  necesssary  timber  to  protect 
the  rails;  therefore  the  question  of  expense 
could  not  deter  the  department.  He  urged 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  endeavour  to  give 
the  necessary  facilities  in  this  case,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  give  a  favourable  answer. 

Mr.  £.  BIGHABDSON  said  this  matter  was 
not  considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  ex- 
pense, but  the  objections  weio  on  very  much 
the  same  grounds  as  in  the  last  case.  How- 
ever, as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
information  that  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  had  not 
bad  previously,  he  would  have  further  inquiry 
made  into  this  case. 

MAUNGATAUTARI  CASE. 

Mr.  TE  AO  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  have  the  report  made  by  Judge  Smith 
on  Uie  Maungatautari  case  printed,  and  trans- 
lated into  the  Maori  language  ?  He  asked  this 
in  consequence  of  a  motion  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East.  Seeing  that 
the  session  was  very  nearly  at  an  end,  he  was 
very  anxious  that  something  should  bo  done, 
lest,  by  the  time  passing,  it  should  be  too  late. 
Many  petitions  bearing  on  this  subject  had 
been  presented  from  the  Natives,  and  had  not 
jet  been  dealt  with ;  and  the  Natives  were  very 
«nxious  to  know  the  nature  of  this  report. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  report  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  he  under- 
stood it  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  A  trans- 
lation would  be  made  by  an  officer  of  the  House. 

OTAKI  NATIVES. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Will  the  Government  afford  some  aid  to  the 
l^ative  inhabitants  of  Otaki  to  provide  for 
medical  a&sistance  at  that  place  ?  He  included 
in  that  the  country  extending  as  far  as  Ohau 
iiid  Horowhenua,  in  which  the  Native  popu- 
lation numbered  628.  They  were  greatly  in 
'Want  of  good  and  proper  medical  assistance. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Government  did 
▼hat  they  possibly  could  by  providing  a  medical 
man  for  urgent  cases  in  that  district,  and  they 
sapplied  some  fifteen  pounds'  worth  a  year  of 
medicines  to  the  Anglican  clergyman  at  Otaki 
to  be  dispensed  among  the  Natives.  Providing 
a  doctor  specially  would  entail  a  large  cost. 

Mr.  TE  AO  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
UoQse.  The  gentleman  to  whom  the  Govern- 
ment sent  the  medicines  had  no  medical  know- 
ledge, and  oould  not  make  a  proper  use  of  the 
medicines.  The  Natives  wanted  a  competent 
medical  officer  to  deal  with  cases  of  sickness. 
Some  yean  ago  a  medical  officer  was  there,  paid 
by  &e  Government.  It  was  objectionable  to 
place  drugs  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  did 
aot  andentand  how  to  apply  them.    If  this 


person  had  some  knowledge  of  medicine  it 
would  be  different. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Maoris  in  that  dis. 
trict  were  dying  out  in  a  shockingly -rapid 
manner,  and  he  thought,  if  the  Minister  could 
see  his  way  to  provide  that  a  medicoi  man 
should  visit  the  settlement — say,  by  the  Mana- 
watu  Railway  from  Palmerston — once  or  twice 
a  week,  it  would  be  a  very  great  advantage. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  reports  to  tho  de- 
partment did  not  show  that  the  Natives  there 
were  dying  out  rapidly.  It  was  true  that  a 
layman  was  not  the  best  person  to  dispense 
medicines,  but  he  did  not  know  that  the 
Government  could  provide  a  doctor  for  overy 
Native  community  in  the  colony.  In  this  dis- 
trict there  were  some  Natives  exceedingly 
wealthy  —  large  landed  proprietors,  and  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  considerable  income — and  if  the 
Natives  would  raise  a  sum  of  money  in  that 
district  for  the  payment  of  a  medical  man  the 
Government  would  be  prepared  to  subsidize  the 
amount  raised.  Mr.  Te  Ao  might  consider  that 
suggestion. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  if  the  Government  would 
give  an  equal  amount  to  that  raised  by  the 
Natives. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  would  take  time  to  consider 
that,  but  probably  they  would,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  another  con- 
dition should  be  that  those  wanting  medical 
assistance  should  *'  take  the  blue-ribbon."  Free 
medical  attendance  should  not  be  given  to 
people  addicted  to  excessive  drinking. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  would  suggest  that. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY.  • 
Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  during  the  recess,  get  such 
surveys  made  as  will  enable  an  opinion  to  be 
formed  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  routes 
to  connect  Taranaki  with  the  main  trunk  iine 
by  Stratford  and  Mimi?  There  was  a  very 
strong  belief  in  the  district  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  that  a  very  good  route  could  be 
found  for  a  line  to  connect  the  Taranaki  Dis- 
trict with  the  main  trunk  line.  He  under- 
stood, of  course,  that  such  a  line  could  not  be 
immediately  made — these  things  were  not  done 
in  a  hurry.  It  was  very  generally  believed 
that  a  good  connecting  route,  comiug  out  some- 
where near  Stratford,  could  be  found.  Ho  saw 
that  the  Minister  had  got  some  information  of 
an  important  character  as  to  tho  suitability  of 
the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Iklimi  as 
a  connecting-route,  and  he  was  anxious  that, 
before  any  steps  were  taken  to  commit  the 
Government  to  any  route,  the  Stratford  route 
also  should  be  thoroughly  explored,  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not,  as  was  believed  by  many  com- 
petent persons,  a  good  line  could '  be  found  in 
that  direction.  He  hoped  tho  honourable 
gentleman  would  see  his  way  to  give  a  favour- 
able reply  to  this  question. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  during  the 
last  recess  the  Government  had  received  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  information  on  this  subject, 
and  the  Engineer-in-Chief  had  recommended 
that,  as  soon  as  a  competent  railway  engineer 
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'Vfts  Avmil;ib!e«  he  should  be  sent  to  the  dis- 
tno:  to  »v<o«.r:a.in  vrhich  was  the  best  and 
»^o<w$s  r.nito  ;  and  that  would  be  done.  The 
di>:aiivO  X :;  \^hioh  fresh  and  definite  infonna- 
Uoa  \«.*.s  r«..iuiivvi  was  under  twenty  miles  on 
coo  Kv^viw.  and  about  thirty -five  on  the  other. 
The  Kiiiiiutx^r-in-Chief  bad  recommended  that 
W(h  iwutos  siiould  be  examined,  and  so  soon 
as  a  n^liab.o  r.ihvay  engineer  could  be  spared 
th.>  would  Ik?  aone. 

TV^^AKHARrRU-TOKAA^'U  MAILS. 

Mr.  GUACK  a^iked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  ho  will,  this  year,  make  provision  for  a  weekly 
i>r  fortnightly  mail  service  between  Tapuaeha- 
rtiru  ftud  lokajuiu.  Taupo ?   There  was  a  weekly 
mail  ovVfcch  from  Tauranga  and  Napier  to  Ta- 
puacU.ururu.  Taupo,  but  there  was  no  provision 
luaiio  for  ilelivering  a  mail  at  the  Tokaanu  or 
south  t'ud  of  the  hike.   Tliore  wore  about  rifteen 
KurvMvans  and  over  tive  hiuuhrevl  Maoris  liviu.; 
in  ihv^  vioinity  of  Tokaanu.  and  the  want  of  a 
n»K»l'^»'  mail  htvd  for  a   long  time  been  vtry 
muoh  foU.     The  di>tAnce  Wtwoou  Tapuacha- 
turu  .uul  Tv^kAiUUi  Nxas  alvat  thirty-nve  milts 
bv  lar.d  and  t\vouiyti\e  by  water.     Th^re  was  1 
a  \esNol  of  alvui  ti  u  tons,  a  tracer  on  the  lake.  I 
and   no  doubt  for  a  small  subsiviy  the  owmr  j 
tl\^  Uv^f  wvMiKl  ur.vUTtake  the  rt^gul.vr  dvl:ver>-  i 
ot  il.o  mad  at  Tok.uuiu  :  ar.vl  one  of  the  Io-caI  ' 
>iN»i\  \v  1  \viN  wvniUl  prolviMy  Im?  q;:;:o  \\...»i.v;  ;o  , 
ftot  aN  jv^>tma>ior  t»u  rx».  i 

N,i  J.  VvH'iV  I,  Sikid  if  I'.is  service  oou'.i  Iv 
dvM\o  txNi  a  n\.\iora;e  amount  he  woul.;  vv.u>e  ;: 
U\   bo  oavrud  oo.t.  aiui  m  t.ie  iv.car.xtV.i.t   i.-.-  ' 
oa;iSi    iwo'.uiixS  to  K  ir.a«',c  on  tlic  sui>-  . 
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conjunction  with  the  honourable  member  & 
Hokitika,  for,  although  the  road  was  in  tht 
gentleman's  district,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  wi 
member  of  the  local  body  most  concerned.  Hi 
position  of  the  road  was  this:  that  it  wi 
part  of  the  main  trunk  constructed  by  the  G< 
vemment  between  Nelson  and  Okarito,  and  ha 
been  mentioned  in  the  Public  Works  State 
ment  as  a  colonial  road,  but,  owing  to  the  i 
of  funds,  it  had  been  converted  into  a  tzaci 
and  now  needed  widening  by  some  4ft.  to  mak 
it  available  for  cart- traffic.    There  was  \a 
good  land  between  Okarito  and  Boss,  whic 
would  be  opened  up  by  this  road.    That  was 
fact  which  the  Minister  of  Mines  could  touc 
tor.    lie  had  pnt  the  question  in  snch  a  way 
tiuit   the  Government  would  be  able  to  say 
whether  they  saw  their  way  to  assist  if  the  loew.. 
body  found  a  portion  of  the  money.    It  WM,1 
however,  he  might  say,  impossible  for  the  local 
bo^ty  to  hnd  a  sum  equal  to  £10,000,  and  that 
was  the  sum  that  it  would  cost  to  widen  tht 
track.     He  held  in  his  hand  the  telegram  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  to  which 
ho  had  maie  reference.     It  spoke  for  itself, 
arid  \«  as  as  iuUows  : — 

"R.J.  Seldcn,  Esq. 

"  Have  this  day  wired  Ministers  Public 
\Vork>  ar.l  Mines  r^  regret  felt  here  no  simi  on 
«.<:.ir.A:es  wi inning  Bowen-Okarito  Boad,  and 
ii  r...^  pr:\.-;jn  will  be  made  for  same  on 
<  .J^ ..::_:. uiry  estimates.  Am  requested  by 
C  •.•:.:i.  :c  .v-k  yciLr  assistance  in  this  matter. 
A:  l.%«:  n  .:  .:*s  meeting  resolution  carried  ex- 
yre<-  :  c  i  >i7:^  intment  at  fact  that  all  votes 
vU  c-:„:i:.:-s" '::r  works  in  county  this  year 
TV.  It  >  -  :  y  rt-v::-:-  cf  votes  passed  last  year, 
r.ic  C:.i.-/-1  s::rTr->-i  a:  this  outcome  of  all 
:...  '-r:iii:-;>  niilc,  ani  hope  you  will  be  able 
:    .:  :  icniiil^m*:  «i:ne  on  supplementary  esti- 

—  ^ ; V  Ss.  "  *  .LlL^S  C LABKE, 

^'Coimty  Ghauman. 
:•::  :   -».  1 1.  i:  iJie  Minister  would  be  able  to 
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>i  ihat  the  Government 

:..:.:  i__5  v.  j^:  a  very  desirable  woik 

..  .:  -_=.  iLnI  the  sooner  the  better; 

:  .-.j>;  a  cj->:icrable  sum,  and  the 

:  TB-.re  i::c  rrvrwtrid  to  spend  im- 

^:  ^   -  1  i  :v--3-ired.     He  quite 

:    1  ^ts  a  TxiTtof  the  main  road 

V.  >i  ;o    :tsi::,  and  that  it  would 

:» -   >  „  r\ :  It  /i-»ntitT  of  Crown  land 

-  :    iri  : jc  izjki  KAScua the Govem- 

..  ~  « ;:--•  ::ii.i.-:r  stnous  oonsiderar 

-.*    ...  1  >«»s  i--:-::r  way  to  give  the 

•.--  -:l-  -,  i.:  .'i:r«,  a  siun  would  be 

.  ,  *-.L-^i.;«s  ry  way  of  a  subsidy 

sX  ^  ^ :  i  10  SAT.  as  a  matter  of 

•     *.-.*;.  :.-•    ulj^  rcAd  being  in  the 

',•   :*£  -»-.-:>-' :=r  to  nenresent,  that 

'    A   :f .::rra=i  siinilar  to  that 

:t  ,  •  r. : '  :T\r=  b-couraUe  mem- 

X-*.     r.;  :=i.c- :  alfo  say  that  he 

-  <  V  I'i  r^oJ-TC  cf  the  telegram, 
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GovQzmnent,  and  that  it  had,  in  consequence, 
Iwen  brought  nnder  the  consideration  of  the 
Oabinet.  He  said  this  lest  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  he  had  been  indifferent  to  the  im- 
poztance  of  the  question.  Such  was  not  the 
ease.  He  agreed  with  all  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honouTable  member  for  Kumara.  This 
mis  a  most  important  work,  and  it  was  one  in 
which  he  had  been,  and  still  was,  deeply  inter- 

ttled 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  that  the  honourable 
geatleinan  was  exceeding  the  latitude  granted 
to  a  member  who  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation. 

GRAND  JURORS'  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on 
tiie  supplementary  estimates  for  payment  of 
Ihe  actual  travelling  expenses  of  grand  jurors 
attending  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  ?  At 
a  recent  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Hoki- 
tika  the  Grand  Jury  made  a  presentment  to 
the  presiding  Judge,  the  Chief  Justice,  in  which 
&0J  pointed  out  that  it  was  very  hard  that 
they  should  have  to  travel  from  between  fifteen 
and  twenty  miles  to  attend  sittings  of  the 
Court  to  give  their  services,  and  that  they 
should  receive  no  allowance  for  coach-fares  or 
horse-hLre.  The  Chief  Justice  indorsed  what 
was  said,  and  promised  to  forward  the  present- 
ment on  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  for  favour- 
able consideration.  There  was  no  sum  on  the 
estimates  for  paying  the  grand  jurors  these 
expenses,  and  as  the  Minister  of  Justice  had 
stated  that  there  was  no  intention  to  abolish 
the  Grand  Jury,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the 
honoozable  gentleman  would  place  a  sum  on 
the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  it  was  quite  true  that 
a  presentment  hod  been  made,  and  had  been 
forwarded  on  to  him ;  but  there  was  nothing  in 
the  way  of  a  recommendation  from  the  Chief 
Justice.  He  might  say  that  there  was  no  law 
aathorizing  the  payment  of  these  expenses,  and 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
ftsk  for  any  amendment  of  the  law  in  that 
respect,  because  they  did  not  think  that  ex- 
penses should  be  paid  to  grand  jurors. 

GREYMOUTH  HOSPITAL. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
"Whether  they  will  pay  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Gieymouth  Hospital  the  sum  of  £193  2s.  7d. 
churned  by  them  as  subsidy  on  contributions 
noeived  from  the  District  Hospital  and 
Charitable  Aid  Board  for  the  period  ended  the 
Slfit  March,  1886  ?  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Act  the 
Government  were  bound  to  pay,  as  subsidy,  to 
separate  institutions  pound  for  pound  upon  the 
amomit  received  from  the  District  Board  by  the 
Trastees  of  these  institutions.  The  Trustees 
of  this  institution  at  Greymouth  had  received 
ftsm  the  District  Board  £193  2s.  7d.,  but, 
iiioagh  the  Trustees  had  applied  for  a  subsidy 
on  this  srmQ,  they  had  been  unsuccessful  in 
their  application.  He  should  be  glad  to  hear 
^  teaacynfl  why  the  money  was  not  paid. 


Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  there  had  been  some^ 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  amount  to  be  paid, 
but  that  had  been  ascertained,  and  the  vouchers 
had  been  passed,  and  the  money  would  be  paid' 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

MATCHES. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Government,  If  they- 
will  introduce  a  Bill  requiring  that  the  word 
"  Poison  "  should  be  attached  to  each  package 
or  tin  of  poisonous  matches  which  may  be  sold 
in  the  colony  ?  He  might  state,  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  parent  of  one  child  who  had  been  poisoned 
that  ho  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  poisonous 
nature  of  the  matches  at  the  time ;  and  he 
might  say  also  that  there  were  a  great  variety 
of  matches  sold,  and  that  all  were  not  of  a 
poisonous  kind ;  and,  seeing  that  the  poison 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  some  matches 
was  of  the  most  deadly  kind  known,  it  should 
be  required  that  the  word  •*  Poison "  should 
be  put  upon  each  box  of  these  matches.  He 
was  told  that  the  reason  why  it  was  held 
that  these  matches  did  not  come  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  the  sale  of 
poisons  was  that,  in  this  case,  there  was  some 
other  material  mixed  with  the  poison  :  but  he 
apprehended  that  there  was  not  such  a  thing 
known  as  a  pure  poison.  He  thought  that  the 
Act  was  sufficient  to  authorize  the  prosecution 
of  any  person  who  sold  these  poisonous  matches 
without  due  wamicg ;  but,  as  the  Government 
held  a  contrary  view,  he  trusted  that  they 
would  so  alter  the  law  as  to  secure  that,  at 
least,  all  persons  who  bought  them  should  have 
fair  warning ;  for,  under  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  a  large  number  of  children  were  poi- 
soned annually  for  want  of  proper  warning 
being  given.  There  was  also  this  to  be  con- 
sidered :  that  these  matches  ignited  by  pres- 
sure—.at  least,  so  ho  was  informed ;  and  there 
could  bo  no  doubt  that  several  fires,  some  of 
which  had  been  attended  with  fatal  results, 
had  originated  in  the  colony  owing  to  these 
matches.  Ho  did  not  think,  therefore,  that  he 
had  made  an  unreasonable  request  in  order  to 
prevent  children  being  poisoned  in  this  horrible 
manner. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
action  cf  the  honourable  gentleman  had  so 
thoroughly  drawn  attention  to  the  poisonous 
nature  of  these  matches  that  the  adult  popu- 
lation of  the  colony  were  now  fully  aware  of 
the  danger  of  using  them.  He  did  not  think, 
therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  this  question.  The  printing  of  the 
word  "  Poison  "  could  only  inform  the  parents, 
for  the  children  likely  to  be  poisoned  could  not 
read  the  word  "  Poison,"  nor  would  they  know 
what  it  meant  if  they  could.  The  Government 
had  no  intention  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  on  the 
subject.  At  any  rate,  the  Government  had  no 
intention  of  dealing  with  the  matter  this  ses- 
sion. There  were  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper 
now  which  it  might  be  impossible  to  get 
through. 

Sir  G.  GREY  had  to  thank  the  honourable 
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gentlenuui  for  the  information  that  children 
ooold  not  read,  but  he  should  like  to  say  also 
that  there  were  many  parents  in  the  colony 
who  did  not  know  that  these  matches  were 
poisonous.  He  had  found  that  the  editors  of 
newspapers  were  not  aware  that  they  were 
poisonous.  The  subject  was  so  important  that 
ne  thought  no  time  should  be  lost  in  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  on  the  subject. 

DISTBICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASING. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  measures  for  having  the  inquiry  into  the 
purchase  by  the  Government  of  the  Waimate 
railway  debentures  carried  further,  in  the 
direction  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
foxEgmont? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  think  that 
any  further  inquiry,  so  far  as  he  could  gather 
from  the  evidence,  was  necessary;  and,  of 
course,  it  was  a  reflection  upon  the  Committee 
— a  suggestion  that  they  had  not  done  thoir 
duty — to  ask  for  a  further  inquiry.  Therefore 
he  did  not  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  make 
any  further  inquiry. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  insisting  on  their  amendments  in  clause 
<88  of  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  and  stating 
reasons  therefor. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  moved,  That  the  House  ask 
for  a  Conference,  and  that  Mr.  Bal lance,  Mr. 
Macarthur,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  Man- 
agers on  behalf  of  the  House  at  the  Confer- 
'•nce. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BRIDGE  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Otago  Harbour 
Bridge  Bill  be  committed, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  when  this  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  there  were  a  number  of  objections  raised 
against  it.  He  might  now  sa^  that,  in  order 
to  remove  every  possible  objection,  he  pro- 
posed in  Committee  to  eliminate  the  whole 
of  the  clauses  relating  to  rating — to  do  away 
with  them  altogether ;  and  also  to  exclude  the 
Peninsula  Road  District  from  the  operation 
-  of  the  Bill.  He  also  proposed  to  insert  one  or 
two  other  provisions,  at  the  instance  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Roslyn,  who  was  the 
ez-Chairman  and  a  member  of  the  Otago  Har- 
bour Board.  With  these  amendments  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  possible  objection 
to  the  Billpassing. 

Mr.  GORE  said  that  when  the  Bill  passed 
its  second  reading  he  mentioned  several  objec- 
tions to  it.  There  were  many  more  he  might 
have  mentioned;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
^hen  an  old  member  of  the  House  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  intro- 
duced a  Bill  its  second  reading  was  supported 
as  a  matter  of  course.  That  practice,  he 
thought,  was  wrong.  By  the  second  reading  of 
«  Bill,  he  took  it,  its  principle  was  affirmed, 
however  much  it  might  be  altered  in  detail 
in  Committee.  He  would  like  to  state  to  the 
gi/r  Q.  Grey 


House,  respecting  the  proposed  brid^Td,  tha^  — 
far  back  as  1866,  Mr.  Balfour,  the  then  n>«^. 
vincial  Marine  Engineer,  repon»d  very  ^^A: 
upon  the  Otago  Upper  Harbour,  and  in  niMr 
report  he  condemned  reclamation  except  to^ 
very  limited  extent,  and  gave  as  hia  reasBHT- 
that  it  would  affect  the  tidal  flow,  and  t™j-»^ 
the  result  would  be  that  the  bar  at  the  TTnugir 
would  eventuaUv  be  silted  up.    Now,  he  woal4r 
put   it  to  the  honourable  member  in  i  liiifgfti 
of  the  Bill,  did  he  wish  the  ground  above  IM 
bridge  to  be  reclaimed  to  spoil  the  scour  of  tii*; 
har^ur,  and  to  interfere  with  Port  Cbalmnm. 
as  much  as  with  the  City  of  Dunedin?     Tha. 
Minister  of  Mines  had  said  that  the  best  a«» 
the  Harbour  Board  could  make  of  the  poe- 
tion  of  the  Upper  Harbour  above  the  badge 
would  be  to  reclaim  it.    Now,  if  that  were  dona 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  result,  accord- 
ing  to  the  high  authority  quoted,  and  also  ac- 
cording to  the  authority  of  Sir  Johri  GoodA» 
who  reported  against  further  reclamation.  _   If 
the  reconunendation  of  the  Minister  of  MingB 
were  carried  out  it  would  destroy  the  Uppec, 
Harbour.    He  trusted  that  honourable  mem- 
bers would  not  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  ihm 
Bill.    He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill  in 
Committee,  because  he  did  not  see  how  it  oonUL 
be  altered  so  as  to  make  it  unobjectionable. 
What  he  objected  to  was  the  destruction  of 
the  harbour,  and  no  alteration  in  the  detafla 
of  the  Bill  would  alter  the  effect  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge  would  produoe.      He 
also  wished  to  have  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speator 
upon  this  point.    The  honourable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  said  he  hod  taken  out  the 
rating  powers ;  and,  if  that  was  the  case,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  Gore)  that  it  was  certainly 
no  longer  a  local  Bill,  but  must  be  a  private 
Bill.    He  would  like  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  clauses  refened 
to  had  not  been  taken  out  yet,  and  of  course  it 
was  a  local  Bill  so  far  as  the  House  was  con- 
cemed.  He  could  not  answer  for  the  positioa 
the  Bill  would  be  in  when  it  came  out  of  Com- 
mittee, but  he  did  not  think  that  would  affect 
the  matter. 

Mr.  ROSS  thought  that  the  contingency  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin South  was  one  that  would  never  arise. 
He  believed  that  the  Harbour  Board  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  insist  upon  a  free 
inlet  in  the  structure  erected,  in  order  that  the 
Board  might  dredge  above  the  bridge  rather 
than  reclaim  it.  Several  plans  had  already 
been  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  the  Board 
had  always  insisted  upon  there  being  one  or 
two  swing-bridges,  so  as  to  admit  the  paasagt 
of  large  vessels. 

Sir  R.  STOUT,  personally,  did  not  think 
that  the  bridge,  if  properly  constructed,  would 
affect  the  flow  of  the  water  in  the  Upper  Har- 
bour ;  but  he  intended  to  move  in  Committee  a 
clause  saying  that,  in  addition  to  the  Harbout 
Board  approving  of  the  plans,  the  City  Counoil 
of  Dunedin  should  also  approve  of  them.  £^ 
thought  that  would  meet  the  objection  raised. 
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Mr.  BRTGS  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
«>tiie  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
'to  an  objection  made  by  him  in  a  very  few 
ivords,  to  which  objection  no  alltision  had  been 
made.    The  question  he  zeferred  to  was  that 
regaiding  the  imposition  of  tolls.    The  honour- 
able member  had  said  that  he  pronosed  to  re- 
move every  possible  objection.    Did  he  intend 
to  remove  that  objection  by  making  the  bridge 
Iceeof  toU? 
Mr.  MA.GANDREW.— No,  of  course  not. 
Mr.  BBYGE.~Of  course  not  1    Well,  it  was 
not  such  a  matter  of  course,  because  this  im- 
positioii  of  tolls  on  bridges  had  become  almost 
obsolete.      There  was  scarcely   any  one  now 
vifao  vrould  defend  the  imposition  of  tolls  under 
SQch  circumstances;  and  therefore  their  im- 
position was  not  a  matter  of  course.    Did  the 
Mooarable  gentleman  suppose  that  the  House 
would  deliberately  consent  to  a  thing  that  it 
had,  of  late  years  at  all  events,  constantly  set 
ite  face  i^ainst  ?    The  honourable  gentleman 
Btost  be  aware  that  the  system  of  collecting 
revenue  in  that  manner  was  open  to  serious 
objection,  and  had  been  condemned  all  over 
the  world.    He  thought  that,  before  an  attempt 
was  made  to  impose  such  a  condition  afresh, 
tt  any  rate  they  should  discuss  the  principle 
of  toUs,  and  show  that  it  was  justifiable  in 
ttiis  case.    That  had  not  been  done.    He  pre- 
•amed  that  what  was  meant  was  that  the 
tdOs  were  looked  to  to  furnish  the  interest 
which  would  be  due  on  the  amount  raised  for 
the  bridge — that  there  was  no  other  revenue 
provided,  and  of  course  they  must  have  tolls  if 
they  had  the  bridge.    The  system  of  tolls  had 
been  greatly  discussed  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, and  almost  universally  condemned ;  and 
he  hoped  that,  in  reply,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  address  himself  to  a  justification  of 
a  system  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  per- 
petuate. 

Mr.  MAGANDBEW  had  only  to  say  that  he 
ms  as  much  opposed  to  tolls  as  was  anybody 
in  the  House,  but  it  was,  in  this  instance,  a 
ease  of — ^Tolls  or  no  bridge.  They  could  not 
possibly  have  a  bridge  without  tolls.  If  the 
nonourable  gentleman  could  show  that  it 
might  be  otherwise,  he  would  be  delighted. 
With  regard  to  what  the  Premier  had  said 
ibont  inserting  a  clause  giving  the  City  Coun- 
cil a  voice  in  the  matter,  he  might  say  he 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  that,  because 
he  believed  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  were  very 
much  interested  in  the  erection  of  this  bridge. 
Had  there  been  any  public  spirit  amongst 
them  it  would  have  been  erected  years  ago,  for 
it  would  add  another  lung  to  Dunedin,  and  in 
many  respects  make  it  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive cities  in  the  colony. 
Motion  for  committal  of  the  Bill  agreed  to. 

IN  OOMMITTEE. 

(Saose  6. — Consent  of  Harbour  Board  and 
City  Council  of  Dunedin  to  be  given. 

Mr.  BABBON  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
woris  **and  the  Borough  Council  of  Caver- 


The  Committee  divided. 


Bryce 
Gore 
Hobbs 
Lake 


Atss,  10. 

Montgomery     VL^St!^"^^' 
Bichardson,  G.  ^"^^^^ 
Trimble.  ^°^°"y- 


Noes,  22. 
Ballance  O'Conor  Taylor 

Bruce  Peacock  Tole 

Duncan  Beese  Yogel 

Garrick  Bichardson,  E.  Walker. 

Guinness  Boss 

Levostam  Steward,  W.  J.  Tellers. 

Macandrew        Stewart,  W.  D.  Buckland,  J.  G. 
McKenzie,  J.    Stout  Mackenzie,  M. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "and  the  Borough  Councils  of  South 
Dunedin  and  St.  Kilda." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bryce 
Buchanan 
Gore 
Hobbs 


Ballance 
Buckland,  J.  C 
Garrick 
Guiimess 
Hislop 
Levestam 
Macandrew 
Mackenzie,  M. 


Ayes,  11. 
Lake  Tole. 

Lamach  Tellers, 

Montgomery      Barron 
Bichardson,  G.  Beid. 

Noes,  22. 
McKenzie,  J.     Taylor 
.  Menteath  Trimble 

Peacock  Vogel 

Beeso  Walker. 

Bichardson,  E. 
Boss  Tellers. 

Steward,  W.  J.  Bruce 
Stewart,  W.  D.  Duncan. 


Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Gonolly.  Stout. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  BBYCE  said  he  understood  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  ob- 
jected very  strongly  to  tolls ;  yet  here  he  was 
seeking  to  perpetuate  the  levying  of  tolls. 
There  was  an  inconsistency  in  that  which  wsA 
quite  appalling.  However,  what  he  wanted  to 
say  was  that  he  feared  the  time  would  come 
when  a  sum  would  be  required  from  the  Gene- 
ral Government  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  this 
bridge  from  tolls. 

Mr.  MAGANDBEW.  — We  must  not  be 
judged  by  the  Wanganui  standard. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  was  going  to  quote  that 
very  instance,  because  he  was  one  of  those  who 
attached  considerable  importance  to  the  teach- 
ings of  experience.  He  rocollcctcd  that  the 
House  had  to  vote  a  sum  of  £17,000  to  free  the 
Wanganui  Bridge  of  tolls,  and  also  a  large 
sum  to  similarly  free  a  bridge  on  the  Waikato 
Biver;  and  he  feared  that  before  long  they 
would  be  asked  for  a  sum  to  free  this  bridge  of 
tolls.  He  wished  to  have  this  view  placed  on 
record,  in  order  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
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might  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  that  such 
a  demand  would  never  be  made  upon  the  colony. 
If  it  ever  should  be  made,  the  House  would 
be  justified  in  refusing  to  listen  to  it,  seeing 
that  this  warning  had  been  given. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  would  bo  very 
hard  for  him  to  maJce  the  statement  that 
a  demand  would  never  be  made  upon  the 
colony  ;  but  he  would  say  this :  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  such  a  demand  would 
ever  be  made,  and  certainly  it  would  not  be  so 
long  as  he  was  above  the  ground.  He  did  not 
like  tolls ;  but  they  must  recognize  facts,  and 
-they  could  not  expect  to  have  this  bridge 
unless  they  submitted  to  a  toll. 

^Ir.  GORE  said  that,  although  he  had  spoken 
against  the  Bill  at  previous  stages,  he  must 
again  say  a  few  words  against  it,  for  he  felt 
very  strongly  that,  if  this  project  was  carried 
out,  it  would  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect 
upon  the  Otago  Harbour.  The  Bill  had  now 
come  out  of  Committee  an  entirely  different 
Bill  from  what  it  was  when  it  was  committed. 
As  originally  introduced  it  recited,  "whereas 
the  local  bodies  herein  named  are  desirous  of 
constructing  and  maintaining  a  bridge  across 
the  Otago  Harbour,  with  the  object  of  bringing 
the  road  districts  herein  named  more  con- 
veniently into  communication  with  the  City  of 
Dunedin."  Now,  thofe  representing  those  dis- 
tricts had  entirely  repudiated  any  connection 
with  this  measure,  and  had  declined  to  be 
rated.  In  one  csise  the  Borough  Council  had 
carried  a  resolution  against  this  Bill,  and  in 
another  case  a  large  meeting  of  ratepayers  had 
■objected  to  the  Bill,  and  therefore  the  rating- 
power  was  cut  out  of  the  Bill.  Then,  it  was 
said  that  the  construction  of  the  bridge  would 
-do  equal  good  to  the  Peninsula  people ;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  that  at  all,  for  it  could 
only  affect  the  lower  road.  It  was  utterly  im- 
possible to  make  even  a  dray-track  between 
the  lower  road  and  the  upper  road.  It  would 
be  too  steep  to  be  of  any  value.  But  his 
principal  objection  was,  that  it  must  affect  the 
navigation  of  the  harbour,  and  in  that  way  it 
must  affect  prejudicially  every  resident  in  the 
district ;  for,  if  expense  were  incurred  in  work- 
ing a  drawbridge,  and  vessels  had  to  be  towed 
through,  the  cost  would  be  added  to  the  price 
•of  goods,  and  every  consumer  would  have  to 
pay  so  much  more.  Then,  why  should  not  the 
Borough  Councils  of  South  Dunedin  and  St. 
Kilda  have  a  voice  in  the  matter  ?  They  were 
both  interested.  They  owned  property  close 
to  the  foreshore.  The  South  Dunedin  Council 
had  reserves  very  close  to  the  foreshore.  There 
seemed  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have 
a  voice  in  the  matter  when  they  were  so  ma- 
•terially  interested.  The  Council  of  St.  Kilda 
had  passed  resolutions  against  the  Bill ;  and 
the  City  Council,  at  its  last  meeting,  on  the 
12th  July,  had  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  "  The  City  Council  does  not  approve  of 
the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  bay,  as 
it  will  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the 
Upper  Harbour,  and  the  interests  of  the  city.*' 
Then,  there  was  this  feeling  in  his  mind :  that, 
if  this  bridge  were  put  there,  the  Act  made  it  a 
Mr,  Bryce 


a  roadway  under  the  Public  Wod»  Act»  aafj 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  any  company  th4(] 
might  be  formed  to  build  a  bridge  from  "^^*^Tjg 
a  natural  roadway  by  filling  up  the  hazboi^ 
and  thus  preventing  the  scour,  and  doing  hMttJj 
not  only  to  the  Upper  Harbour,  but  also  to  4l£^ 
Lower  Harbour  and  work  at  the  Heads.  Ge^! 
tainly  Port  Chalmers,  as  well  as  other  plaee^.  \ 
should  be  considered.  If  the  scour  was  intei*. ; 
fered  with,  Port  Chalmers  would  be  as  mocli. ; 
injured  as  Dunedin  by  the  construction  of  tka  ^ 
bridge.  In  order  that  the  matter  nuyg^t  have  a  ' 
little  more  consideration  he  would  move,  TfaaA 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  month. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  his  reply  was 
this  :  that  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  would  ham 
to  determine  whether  this  bridge  should  bp 
built.  Nothing  could  be  done  without  iheac 
consent,  and  the  matter  might  safely  be  left  to 
them :  at  any  rate,  he  was  prepared  to  leave 
it  to  them.  As  to  the  meeting  to  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  had 
referred,  he  must  confess  that  he  was  veiy 
much  astonished  when  he  read  the  report  A 
it.  What  were  the  reasons  urged  against  thfi 
building  of  the  bridge  ?  They  were  most  selfish 
reasons,  and  simply  meant  that,  as  the  biidgs 
would  enable  the  people  of  Dunedin  to  reside 
in  its  most  healthy  suburb,  and  would  bring 
within  their  immediate  reach  the  means  <2 
health  and  recreation,  it  should  not  be  per- 
mitted, and  certain  landowners  in  Dunedin 
objected  to  facilities  being  given  to  people  to 
reside  out  of  the  city.  That  was  very  selfish 
reasoning,  and  reasoning  which  he  thought  the 
House  would  not  sustain. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  do  now  iwss, 

Mr.  BAiRRON  said  he  had  sent  down  to 
the  Survey  Office  to  ascertain  on  undoubted 
authority  —  such  as  the  House  would  accept, 
even  against  the  Premier's  —  whether  the 
Borough  of  Caversham  owned  any  of  the  fore- 
shore; because  in  Committee,  when  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Borough  of  Caversham 
should  be  consulted  before  the  plans  were 
agreed  to,  the  Premier  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  Borough  of  Caversham  owned 
none  of  the  foreshore,  and  therefore  had  no 
interest  in  the  matter.  He  was  not  aware  on 
what  authority  the  Premier  spoke,  but  he  had 
known  that  honourable  gentleman  sometimes 
to  risk  very  positive  assertions  upon,  to  put  it 
mildly,  rather  slender  authority.  Therefor* 
he  had  sent  down  to  the  Survey  Ofl&ce  to  get 
official  information ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  messenger  had  not  returned,  and 
meantime  he  must  let  the  matter  go,  on  the 
assurance  of  the  Premier.  At  the  same  tini« 
he  (Mi.  Barron)  was  confident  that,  as  h» 
stated  in  Committee,  the  Borough  of  Caver- 
sham had  some  foreshore  there. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  could  only  say,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham,  that  any 
person  who  knew  Dunedin  foreshore  must  know 
that  South  Dunedin,  which  was  at  the  head  of 
the  harbour,  had  most  of  the  foreshore— ail 
with  the  exception  of  a  little  bit  at  Kensing- 
ton, which  possibly  the  Borough  of  Caversham 
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migbt  have;  but  his  impression  was  that  the 
Borough  of  CaTersham  had  none  of  the  fore- 
^ore.  His  impression  was  that  the  road 
boonded  the  Borough  of  Gaversham,  and  he 
should  be  greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  that 
^FAB  not  so.  If  it  were  so,  then  the  Borough  of 
CaTeraham  had  none  of  the  foreshore,  for  the 
land  on  ihe  other  side  of  the  road  belonged 
•either  to  the  Goyemment,  or  to  the  Harbour 
Board,  or  to  the  Municipality  of  South  Dun- 
edin.  There  was  no  rateable  property  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road,  so  that,  if  the* Borough 
olf  Gayersham  had  interests  there,  they  were 
merely  nominal. 

Mr.  ROSS  said  he  should  have  opposed  the 
Bill  had  he  not  thought  that  there  were  suf- 
ficient safeguards  secured  against  injury  to 
the  harbour.  The  plans  for  the  bridge  had  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Harbour  Board  engineer, 
who  had  to  certify  to  the  Board  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  plans ;  and  it  was  also  provided 
that  the  jtlans  had  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Oovetnor  in  Goxmcil,  who  would  be  advised  by 
the  Marine  Engineer  for  the  colony.  Thus 
there  appeared  to  bo  every  precaution  taken 
against  injury  to  the  harbour,  and,  under  those 
•dicxmistances,  he  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
Bill. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

KELSON  FORESHORE  RESERVE  BILL. 
Mr.  L  EVE  ST  AM,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill, 
said  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  detain  the 
I  House  by  making  any  long  speech  upon  it. 
It  was  a  very  simple  Bill.  There  was  a  por- 
1  tion  of  the  Nelson  foreshore  which  was  mort- 
gaged by  the  Superintendent  to  one  Thomas 
Cawihom.  This  foreshore  was,  at  low  water, 
•entirely  dry,  and  was  a  source  of  great  danger 
to  the  city  as  it  was,  because  it  was  simply  a 
fever-breeding  d^pdt.  He  did  not  think  that 
there  was  anything  in  the  Bill  that  called  for 
explanation.  It  simply  asked  that  this  piece 
of  foreshore  should  be  vested  in  the  Corpora- 
tion, so  that  they  might  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  had  omitted  to  mention  a  most  important 
point.    This  land  at  present  was  charged  with 
a  mortgage  of  £15,000,  and,  in  making  over  the 
freehold  to  the  Corporation,  it  was  expressly 
provided  that  they  were  not  to  be  liable  for 
that  £15,000,  and  therefore  the  colony  was  to 
i      part  with  the  land  and  to  pay  the  £15,000.    It 
I      was  therefore  an  endowment  or  a  present  to 
the  City  Corporation  of  Nelson  of  the  sum  of 
£15,000.    He  did  not  say  whether  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  so  doing  were  commen- 
surate with  the  expense.    He  (Mr.  Conolly)  was 
i      aware  that  it  W£is  of  great  importance  that  this 
I      foreshore,  which  was  now  a  pestilential  mud- 
flat,  should  be  reclaimed,  for  tne  benefit  of  the 
'      health  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  it  was  another 
I      <luestion  whether  the  Corporation  which  would 
have  the  reclamation  of  this  land,  and  be  able 
then  to  deal  with  it  and  to  obtain  a  revenue 
from  it,  should  also  be  presented  with  the  sum 
•of  £15,000.    He  thought  the  honourable  mem- 


ber had  hardly  treated  the  House  fairly  in 
leaving  every  member  of  it  to  derive  that  infor- 
mation from  the  Bill,  instead  of  stating  it  when 
moving  its  second  reading.  He  desired  to  men- 
tion this,  so  that  the  House  might  be  distinctly 
aware  what  they  were  voting  for,  for  it  would 
be  for  a  gift  not  only  of  the  land,  but  of  the 
sum  of  £15,000  to  be  paid  by  the  colony,  which 
had  hitherto  been  chargeable  upon  this  land. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  the  House  had  a 
right  to  expect  to  hear  from  the  Government 
what  it  thought  of  this  Bill.  If  the  Corporation 
of  Nelson  was  to  have  a  present  of  this  land, 
he  could  not  see  why  they  should  not  at  once 
proceed  to  give  reserves  away  generally  to  muni- 
cipalities, for  there  were  many  municipalities 
that  were  badly  off  for  want  of  reserves,  and 
had  made  application  for  them.  Those  applica- 
tions had  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  give  to  the  municipalities 
the  colonial  revenue.  He  knew  of  no  reason 
why  this  reserve  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
Nelson  Municipality ;  and  at  the  present  time 
it  was  under  engagements  to  tenants  of  the 
Crown.  At  any  rate,  it  would  bo  a  fair  thing 
to  leave  the  settlement  of  this  question  until 
such  time  as  the  leases  fell  in.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  hear  from  the  Government  their 
view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that,  so  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment were  concerned,  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time,  as  he 
would  propose  certain  amendments  in  Com- 
mittee ;  and  if  the  Corporation  reclaimed  a  large 
portion  of  the  ground,  which  was  a  pestilential 
part  of  the  harbour,  it  would  do  a  great  deal 
of  good.  So  far  as  the  mortgage  was  concerned 
the  Government  had  not  agreed  to  change  its 
position  in  respect  to  it,  or  to  take  it  over  en- 
tirely ill  the  interests  of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  BRYCE  wished  to  know  if  the  consent  of 
the  Crown  had  been  given  to  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  did  not  think  the  Minister  of 
Marino  had  given  an  answer  to  the  question 
put  by  the  honourable  member  for  Picton.  The 
question  was,  Was  the  colony  to  be  responsible 
for  the  £15,000  mortgage  upon  the  foreshore  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  responsible  for  it 
now. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  said  if  it  was  to  be  responsible 
for  it  that  matter  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Minister  of  Marine  must  be  in  error  with 
regard  to  the  Bill.  The  4th  clause  of  the  Bill 
was  as  follows  :  "  The  said  Corporation,  or  the 
revenue  or  funds  of  the  said  city,  shall  not  be 
liable  for  the  payment  of  any  principal  or 
interest-moneys  secured  by  the  said  mortgage." 
*'  The  said  mortgage  "  was  explained  and  set 
out  in  the  preamble  as  the  mortgage  given  by 
the  Superintendent  to  one  Thomas  Cawthorn 
to  secure  the  repayment  of  the  sum  of  £15,000 
and  interest ;  and  the  clause  referred  to  abso- 
lutely specified,  and  when  passed  would  enaot» 
tliat  the  Corporation  was  not  to  be  liable  for  it, 
although  the  land  under  the  Bill  was  to  be- , 
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etmvtyed  to  the  Corpontion.  Clearly,  m  ha 
r«ftd  It,  the  (iovemment  wm  giving  up  this 
Mum  of  £l/>/X/i,  wliichwM  secured  by  the  piece 
<il  Uud,  if  it  gave  up  the  title  to  the  Coipoxa- 
tion. 

Kr  MONTGO^IERY  said  it  appeared  that 
the  laijd  might  be  worth  a  great  deal  or  it 
might  be  worth  very  little,  but  in  either  case 
the  Government  was  responsible  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  money;  and  he  would  like  to 
know  whether,  in  handing  the  land  over  to  the 
Corporation,  tlio  Government  would  be  able  to 
divert  itself  of  that  responsibility. 

Hir  U.  STOUT.— We  hope  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  man  must 
have  h'lH  liecurity,  and  he  could  not  be  deprived 
of  that  hy  Act  of  Parliament.  The  question 
WAS,  whether  thin  land  which  had  been  held  in 
trust  for  the  whole  country  should  be  handed 
ovur  to  tho  Town  of  Nelson.  The  Prime  Minis- 
Utr  shouhl  explain  the  matter,  for,  although  the 
honourahlu  member  for  Nelson  might  explain 
it  Juktly  and  fairly,  still  that  honourable  gentle- 
man wan  anxiouH  to  get  tho  Bill  passed. 

Mr.  UCjLLKSTON.— Why  should  it  not  be 
kept  OH  a  harbour  endowment  ? 

Hir  U.  HTOUT.— IJocauHe  there  is  no  Harbour 
Hoard  at  NeUon.  The  position  of  the  matter 
was  Himply  thiM :  lie  was  not  aware  of  a  single 
nieeo  of  land  like  this  in  the  colony — a  piece  of 
land  useluHH,  wliich  was  covered  with  water  at 
liigh  tide  —that  had  not  been  handed  over  to  a 
Jonal  body.  Ho  might  say  that  the  mortgage 
would  still  remain  over  the  land,  and  the  Cor- 
poration would  take  the  land  subject  to  the 
mort(<aK<'.  and  would  have  to  pay  interest  on 
ihu  moitK'iigo  out  of  tho  proceeds  of  the  land. 
That  would  bo  a  Having  to  the  colony,  which 
waH  Kt^ttiuK  nothing  out  of  the  land  at  present. 

(!oh)nel  THIMHLK  had  tonoint  out  that  tho 
(h)vcrnuirnt  were  liable  for  tne  interest  on  tho 
Xirj.OiK)  at  the  proBont  time,  and  that  interest 
wuM  paid  hy  tho  Government;  but,  under  this 
Hill,  tlio  HouBo  was  going  to  hand  over  to  tho 
i'ity  of  NoIhou  land  which  it  must  be  presumed 
woM  >vorth  i' 15,000,  and  in  the  very  same  Bill 
they  wero  asked  to  exempt  the  Corporation  of 
Nelson  from  all  liability  in  relation  to  the 
mortgage  on  the  land.  The  land  was  not  to  be 
exomptod,  but,  if  it  were  found  that  the  land 
was  not  sutViciout  to  pay  of!  the  £15,000,  then 
the  Corporation  was  to  be  free  from  all  lia- 
bility to  make  up  the  deficiency.  That  meant 
tliat  some  other  party  must  make  it  up. 

Sir  K.  STOrT.— Who  makes  it  up  now  ? 

Colonel  TKIMBLK— The  colony;  and  the 
colony  would  therefore  be  liable  for  any  de- 
tioieney  in  the  future.  It  was  said  that  this 
would  be  a  very  valuable  endowment :  and,  if 
so,  why  could  not  tho  Government  in  some  way 
satisfy  the  deb:  out  of  the  thing  itself? 

Mr.  l.KYKSTAM,  in  answer  to  the  objection 
raisovl  by  the  Uvss  speaker,  that  tho  Town  of 
Nelson  was  to  be  free  from  all  liability  in  re- 
gard to  the  morcga^j  on  this  land,  might  point 
oat  that  the  money  was  borrowed  for  two  pur- 
posve*.  one,  to  biiiid  the  lunacic  asyluin:  and 
the  ochor.  to  erec5  the  wharf.  If  the  Liad  in 
tho  Harbour  of  Nel^n  had  not  been  mortga^;cJ, 


and  the  money  found  in  that  way,  tbe  ootlongr' 
would  have  had  to  find  it;  but  whether  tfaer' 
found  it  or  not  was  outside  the  questkni,  aa  " 
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colony  had  taken  over  both  the  lunatic  \ 
and  the  wharf.  The  mortgage  ofn  thfi 
would  still  remain.  It  was  said  thai  the 
was  not  worth  £15,000;  but,  if  it  were  redaimeA 
by  the  Corporation,  and  they  spent  a  lazg* 
amount  of  money  in  making  it  more  ^mlnahhv 
surely  the  risk  the  colony  ran  would  be  moflia ; 
lessened.  The  land  was  at  present  perfectly' ; 
useless,  because  there  was  a  rise  and  fall  oC 
tide  in  the  harbour  of  from  12ft.  to  14ft, ;  ■» 
that  the  land  was  covered  at  high  water,  asA 
at  low  water  it  was  a  mud-flat,  on  which  all 
the  refuse  of  the  town  was  deposited,  cansu^ 
fever  and  other  diseases.  It  was  therefore  im- 
perative in  the  interest  of  health  that  the  land 
should  be  reclaimed;  and,  as  there  was  no4 
the  slightest  probability  of  the  Government  or 
colony  doing  it,  the  only  way  was  for  the  Cor- 
poration to  do  it.  The  money  which  had  been 
raised  on  the  land  had  been  expended  on  worka 
which  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  colony, 
and  therefore  the  colony  might  fairly  be  asked 
to  retain  its  responsibility.  He  trusted  ih^ 
House  would  agree  to  the  second  reading. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  LOAN 
BILL. 

INTERRUPTED   DEBATB. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that,  when  he  was  last  speaking,  he  was 
calling  attention  to  some  misrepresentations 
made  in  reference  to  the  sailing  of  the  ship 
"  Gairloch  "  from  Waitara  Harbour.  At  that 
time  he  quoted  from  a  letter  from  the  Chair- 
man of  tho  Waitara  Harbour  Board  giving  the 
real  facts  of  the  case.  He  had  now  to  say  that 
two  days  ago  ho  received  a  telegram  from  the 
captain  of  the  "  Gairloch,"  which  completely 
confirmed  what  he  said  on  the  previous  occa- 
sion. Tho  captain  referred  to  two  matters.  *'  I 
adhere,"  he  said,  "  to  aU  I  said  about  the 
'  Clansman  '  entering  the  Waitara  River.'' 
That  was  in  reference  to  a  statement  by  the 
captain  of  the  "  Gairloch  "  and  the  captain  of 
another  vessel  which  traded  regularly  to  the 
port  as  to  the  depth  of  water  required  by  the 
"■  Clansman  "  in  entering  the  river,  which 
showed  that  it  could  go  in,  at  spring-tides,  full 
of  cargo  and  passengers.  The  telegram  was  in 
reply  to  that  read  by  the  honouraUe  member 
for  New  PU-mouth  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  went  on  to  say:  "I  deny  that 
'  Gairloch  *  was  detained  in  Waitara  for  wont 
of  water.  Did  arrive  in  Auckland  to  catch  Syd- 
ney boat  with  butter. — ^Fdtdlat  Macabthub." 
The  allegation  bad  been  that  the  water  was  so 
low  thj.t  the  *' Gairloch"  could  not  get  out, 
and  that  in  tryins;  to  do  so  she  stack  on  a  bank ; 
and  in  reply  to  that  he  had  shown  that  she  was 
detained  for  two  days  on  account  of  a  north- 
east wind  w  hich  sprang  up,  and  which  prevented 
the  shipping  of  £iie  cattle  that  were  waiting. 
Another  allegation  was  made  in  regard  to  the 
iudujnce  of  the  New  Plymouth  Breakwater 
in  lowering  freights.     He  had  replied  to  that 
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«iifiiciently  so  for  as  freights  from.  Onehunga 
were  concerned;  bat  he  had  not  then  exact 
infoimation  as  to  freights  from  elsewhere.  He 
now  had  the  exact  figures.  Timajni,  amongst 
other  places,  was  mentioned,  as  well  as  Welling- 
ton and  Lyttelton.  He  would  now  read  the 
following  telegrams  : — 

**>Ir.  Samuel  stated  in  the  House  freights 
Timaru  to  New  Plymouth  seventeen  shillings 
and  sixpence.  I  am  a  regular  trader  to  Wai- 
tara,  and  have  been  for  years.  My  freight  is 
fifteen  shillings  from  Timaru,  and  twelve  shil- 
lings and  sixpence  from  Lyttelton.  —  E.  A. 
Bailey,  master  and  owner  of  schooner  *  Colo- 
nist.' " 

**  The  *  Cora '  has  been  running  to  Waibara 
Rgularh  about  three  years,  drawing  eight  feet 
six  inches,  with  no  mishap  whatever;  and  I 
consider  it  a  safe  workable  bar.  Sailed  in  on 
the  19th. — GEoaGE  Mabtin,  master,  *Cora.'" 

"The  Freezing  Company  have  received  an 
offer  to  convey  all  freight  from  here  to  Welling- 
fajn  at  ten  shillings  per  ton. — Thouas  Bayly." 
Yet  they  were  told  that  an  enormous  expen- 
ditare  was  requisite  at  New  Plymouth  to  get 
eheap  freights.  He  thought  he  had  quite 
proved  to  the  House  that,  if  the  people  wanted 
cheap  freights,  they  had  got  them  now ;  and 
it  was  not  a  question  of  cheap  freights,  but  of 
other  things,  if  the  trade  did  not  pay.  Then, 
«ith  regard  to  the  capacity  of  the  Waitara 
Biver  for  improvement,  of  course  they  had 
been  told  over  and  over  again  that  it  had  not 
been  improved  and  could  not  be  improved.  He 
did  not  think  the  honourable  member  for  New 
PIrmo'jth  was  as  good  an  authority  upon  that 
pwnt  as  Sir  John  Coode.  The  conclusion  that 
Sir  John  Coode  arrived  at,  after  careful  inspec- 
tbn  of  the  harbour,  was  as  follows : — 

"•The  south  breakwater  would  terminate  in 
12ft.  at  low  water  or  21ft.   at  higli  water  of 
•pring-tides ;  w^hilst  in  the  case  of  the  northern 
»nn  the  depths  would  be  9ft.  and  18ft.  respec- 
tively, which  latter  would  represent  the  depths 
that  could  be  relied  upon  as  available  for  navi- 
,   puion  on  completion  of  the  piers  to  the  full 
exU:nt  above  described     The   channel  in  the 
entrance  would  be  subject  to  some  temporary 
leduction  in  depth,  say,  to  the  extent  of  2ft., 
>/ter  heavy  on-shore  gales;   but    the  normal 
:    depths  above  named  would  bo  speedily  restored 
'    twi  the  recurrence  of  settled  weather.    It  will 
:    thu^  he  evident  that,  subject  as  the  entrance 
would  be  to  the  temporary  reduction  of  depth 
;    jost  explained,  training  -  piers  of  less  length 
;    woD{d  fail  to  afford  such  an  approach  to  the 
j    Waitara  as  would  be  desirable  if  any  material 
I    improvement  is  to  be  effected." 

fjir  John  Coode  said  that  if  they  carried  out 

I    tto*-?  improvements  they  would  give  21ft.  at 

one  i-icr  and  ISft.  at  another.    Allowing  2ft. 

for  •'  send  " — and  that  would  be  considerably 

i    more  than  the  "  send  "  in  the  river — they  would 

I    ^  able  to  bring  in  at  spring-tides  vessels  draw- 

;    ing  from  16ft.  to  19ft.  of  water.     TJiat  would 

I    gi^esufh- lent  depth  for  the  ordinary  steamers 

i    that  traded  on  the  coast  of  New  Zealand.     He 

would  now  give  some  information  about  the  I 

cost.   The  whole  cost  of  the  works  actually  | 
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carried  out  upon  the  recommendation  of  Sir 
John  Coode,  deducting  the  wharves  and  other 
things  which  were  incidental  to  the  trade  of 
the  place,  and  apart  from  repairs  to  the  bridge,. 
had  been  about  £16,000.    Mr.  Thomson,  the 
engineer  they  had  had  in  charge  of  the  work 
— who   was  now   engineer   at   Gisbome,   and, 
he  maintained,  the  best- trained  engineer  in 
the  colony  for  harbour  works  —  stated  tliat 
something  like  £20,000  to  £25,000  more  would 
carry  out  the  whole  of  the  uncompleted  works 
recommended  by  Sir   John   Coode.    Without 
one  penny-piece  expense  to  the  colony  as  a 
whole — without  a  penny  of  rating  on  the  dis- 
trict— the  works  recommended    by  Sir    John 
Coode   could  be   carried  out,   and  the  whole 
trade  of  the  place  for  the  next  fifty  years  could 
be  accommodated.     In  regard  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  at  New  Plymouth,  he  would 
turn  to  what  the  same  great  engineer  had  said ; 
and  he    (Colonel   Trimble)    said    the  amount 
was  something  frightful.     Sir  John  Coodo  gavo 
alternative  schemes.     The  cheapest  of  those 
schemes,  when    completed,    would   cost   very 
nearly  a  million  of  money — over  £940, 000.    Tho 
interest  on  the  cost  of  the  work  contemplated 
by  Sir  John  Coode  and  by  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict would  amount  to  as  much  as  the  whole 
cost  of  the  works  at  Waitara,  which  would  give 
sufficient  accommodation  for  at  least  a  genera- 
tion.   He  was  not  one  to  say  that  in  the  course 
of  time  it  would  not  be  requisite  to  look  for 
other  accommodation ;  but  the  natural  thing 
was  to  take  what  accommodation  they  had  as 
sufficient  until  it  was  proved  to  be  insufficient. 
Supposing  they  went  on  with  the  trade  of  tho 
place   until  population  had  increased  to  two 
or  three    hundred    thousand,    he    could   very 
well  understand   people  saying  that   Waitaia 
was  not  sufficient  for  tho  trade,  and  that  they 
should  have  a  larger  and  more  expensive  port. 
He  would  accede   to  that,   in  case   of  need ; 
but  for  a  small  population  like  theirs — under 
seventeen  thousand  in  the  whole  provincial  dis- 
trict— to  go  into  this  huge  expenditure  meant 
that  the  trade  of  the  place  could  never  pay  for 
it,  and  the  burden  upon  the  people  must  neces- 
sarily crush  them  to  the  ground.     With  regard 
to  this  taxation,  ho  had  a  word  to  say.    From 
time  to  time  he  told  the  people  in  tho  district, 
both  in  public  and  private,  that  the  time  was 
rapidly  coming  when  the  rates  would  be  upon 
them.     But  ail  the  so-called  authorities — the 
Harbour  Board,  and  the  newspapers,  and  all 
those  who   believed  in   the  work — maintained 
that  this  was  not  true.     In  fact,  the  woid  '*  lie  '* 
was  used  freely  in  reference  to  it.     Now,  what 
was  tho  case  at  tho  present  time  ?     Why,  the 
newspapers  in  the  district  were  up  in  arms, 
saying,  "  Oh,   you  will  have   a  tax,  and  you 
are  going  to  have  one  immediately.    You  may 
thank  Colonel  Trimble  for  it.     He  is  the  man 
who  is  bringing  the  tax  upon  you."    They  no 
longer  deny  tho  tax  ;  but  they  are  looking  round 
for  a  victim  to    sacrifice  to   their  own   folly. 
There  was  to  be  no  tax  whilst  they  were  trying 
to  inveigle  people  into  their  schemes  ;  but  now 
that  they  were  in  the  position  of  seeing  the  tax 
was  close  upon  them  they  said  that  tho  people 
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to  bo  blamod  wcro  those  \7ho  were  trying  to 
open  tho  eyes  of  the  public.    Now,  the  object 
of  this  loan  was  that  the  tax  might  not  come, 
and  Ro  long  as  there  was  money  in  the  treasury 
tho  tax  would  not  come,  but  the  interest  would 
be  paid  out  of  loan.     As  long  as  there  was 
plenty  of  money  in  the  coffers  there  was  a  way 
of  evading  the  due  liability  of  the  district.   The 
honourable  gentleman  told  the  House  that,  al- 
though tho  nominal  revenue  from  the  dues  and 
endowments  together  last  year  amounted  to 
only  £440,  and  although  the  Harbour  Board 
itself  had  to  acknowledge  that  that  was  a  bogus 
figure,  and  that  the  real  surplus  was  nothing 
at  all,  yet  there  must  be  in  future  an  enor- 
mous- surplus,  because  they  were  getting  GO 
per  cent,  more  revenue  during  tho  last  five 
months  than  during  the  corresponding  months 
of  last  year.      Supposing   it  were   so,   would 
anybody  say  that  would  give  them  the  reve- 
nue tho  honourable  gentleman  talked  about? 
What  would  GO  per   cent,  upon   nothing  be, 
BO    far  as    tho    net    result    was    concerned  ? 
\Vhy,  of  course,  it  would  be  nothing  at  all. 
The  argument  looked  very  grand  indeed  until 
thoy  began  to  analy^^e    the  figures.      It  was 
Btatod  to  the  Local  hills  Committee  that  the 
Hoard  had  about  .^83,000  in  hand  with  which 
to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund,  it  being  ac- 
cumulated Laiivl  Fund,  and  interest  on  it  while 
invented,  he  pivsumod.      The  Committee   re- 
coiuiuended  that  this  money  should  bo  used  in 
t>xtei\dmg  the  works,  overlooking  the  fact  that 
tho  Act  of  1877   said  most  emphaticallv  that 
tho  ivooipts  fivm  tho  Land  Fund  slioiild  be 
usivl  for  no  other  pur^x^ses  than  payment  of  in- 
tei.'vt  .u\d  siiikiugfuiul;  and  therefore  tho  Com- 
mittee's reeiMuniendaiion  \\i\s  against  tho  law. 
At   a    n.eeung   at    lr.i;le\M\-Ki    tho    Chairman 
i^i;\(ed  that  the  Uoi\i\l  would  he  able  to  r.so  this 
nu>ney  on  the  works:  tuivi  he  (Colonel  Trimble^ 
wnnunl  him  at  Oie  time  thrvt  l>.o  w.\s  niakir.ij  a 
nn^ti^ke,  juul  tliat  if  the  nu-mlvrs  of  the  IV'-^rvl 
ihd  not  nnuvi  wh!\t  thev  >\erx^  dv^ii:.:th,  y  ni;i:>.t 
cet  n\to  Neru>u<  peril.   *SinvV  tlu  n.  i!in^V.i:>.  lijo  I 
uiNOUvsjons  in  U\e  House.lr.e  l\\>idh,ui  i.wnuxi  | 
\\V,,U  iheN  ov^s-^J   to  b.rtve  known  ViArsavv^ —  I 
th.^t  \i  i\w\  UMsi  the  1  and  Kur.v'.  fv>r  any  other  ■ 
pv.MVNO  ;h:\n  \\ument  et  ir.:erx'<;  and  s  '^\-.-  c 

(xV  Co  nvM.ex.  "Now.  nm\>:  \\.r\»  ;.  «\  go  :.^ 
to  xio^*  l!e>'  h..Kl  ae\;<i\l  ,-\  no;.\e:e  Sv^lu  nuv 
T^u\  >Ad  a  \ej\  elexor  C  :;>::::i,\n,  w.o  1  ,\  1 
toutuj  vNU  t',at  She  r^xv^ui  h.^,.i  ;;ov-.::— ;,;:.  a 
in;e\VNi  rt>ui  e\*n  ivr.uvunvl  r^to:^'-:  —  :.^- 
v\\»M  ?;\nu  IMO  inxx^v'v,;,  r.j  ot  Co  1  a-:,^  r;:v..\ 
when  A  rtee,\n'u:,*,.d  tV,-:er  ;>.;v.i  ;;  >.,;v;  iv.r! 

^v^;.  ot  Co  to..-.^  of  a.v'.aW  ;v.a  :he\  xv,  u 
^x  ,  : o  '», v.-  t "  X  ^\- ; .  ,.\.  V  n  ;  /  xw:  \>;, *  N .  w . 
\'e  s,  ,.   |»    e.,x;\..,N  ,'^  xx^u'-.-,;  to  ;>.e  1-.^ 

r    XI     W    \     ox     O.N,. 4    v'o     vO    .;     XX  .;x    O*     V    Vx 
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done  eo,  thought  the  eyes  of  every  one  elm 
were  shut  to  what  it  was  doing  and  proposing. 
Now,  what  would  bo  the  effect  of  taking  fxou, 
tho  works  a  fund  clearly  set  apart  by  Act  for 
tho  security  of  the  bondholders  ?  Every  ntem- 
ber  of  the  Board  would  be  personally  liable  for 
tho  amount  so  taken  ;  and  they  should  not 
imagine  that  the  English  bondholder  would  be 
like  their  own  neighbours  —  easy-going,  cara- 
less,  or  poor  people.  When  the  English  bond* 
holder  found  that  there  was  no  money  for  his 
cou][)on  when  due,  he  would  naturally  ask  why 
it  was;  and,  having  found  that  Uie  Board 
had  used  funds  for  other  purposes  which  the 
law  said  should  be  used  only  to  meet  interest 
and  sinking-fund  payments,  was  it  to  be  sDp> 

Eosed  that  tho  bondholder  would  have  acy 
owels  of  compassion  for  people  sixteen  thou- 
sand miles  away,  whose  folly  had  brought  the 
trust  into  that  condition  ?  It  was  a  very  sexiocs 
position  that  these  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  driv- 
ing into,  and  he  said  now,  clearly  and  publicly, 
that  he  did  hope  they  would  pause  in  time, 
and  strictly  conform  to  the  law  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  funds.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
clearing  of  bush  land  added  four  times  to  its 
value ;  and  this  had  been  used  as  an  arfrunxent 
to  show  that  the  Board  would  in  a  short  time 
be  able  to  extend  its  rating  over  a  much  larger 
amount  of  property  than  now — that  was  to 
pay,  that  tho  total  rateable  value  of  the  district 
would  be  muoli  increased  —  and  that  there 
would  be  no  ditticulty  whatever  in  raising  the 
requisite  funds.  That  statement  was  like  all 
the  others  made  by  tho  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  in  his  advocacy  of  the  Bill — 
it  was  purely  giio'^sxvork,  and  made  at  random  ; 
and  the  honourahle  gentleman  did  not  and 
could  not  know  anything  personally  about  tho 
matter.  Ho  would  like  to  be  told  what  the 
best  bu<h  l.\nd  in  Taranaki  had  increased  in 
V5\lue.  say,  sincj  l.-^To — wlicn  he  settled  there — 
above  the  ic:*il  of  its  first  cost  and  the  cost  of 
cle^xr^:  g  :*iid  «;:\issing  it.  He  spoke  of  what  he 
also'.,^:io'.y  knexv,  and  he  s.aid  it  h.id  not  in- 
creased in  va'.iie  one  penny-piece.  Within  a 
r.r.Ie  of  x»  acre  !.e  lixed  there  was  land  alongside 
t'.io  TAirAAv  w.:Ioh  w:\s  for  sale  now  for  less 
t'ian  its  f.r<:  c.  <t  and  the  cost  of  clc;iring  and 
^cr.\><irv  it,  '.tAxmc  cut  tl  e  cost  of  fencing  and 
e:..er  i..i}  r.n  :r.tn:>.  Ti:.\t  was  the  actual 
i^.-::  vU  of  s;::.»'.r^;  a:: a  :t  was  not  a  new  po6i- 
;  v^"..  v-r  ."A":>e  ;:  ...vi  b-.cn  s.^  since  1S79:  and 
t.i.re  ^^^'::^^^  to  be  r..^  l.ktlihcvvd  of  improve- 
rs :t  a:  yr.  *rt.  T.:  >e  x\.^o  knew  anj'thiog 
ef  :>e  .•  >h  .I.>:r:::<  k  a-  that  it  took  a  long 
:.'..-  to  f.  .tl;  5^.  :::•::_:.:..;  5  in  them.  Taking 
r;^  ^r* -•  '*:."..  a  ii::l:'.  r'or.giied  it.  and  imxne- 
.'.  /.:i .»  c  i  r..x  uc::.n  :r:in  it:  h.it,  with  bush 
.-•.  •.  :;  ;^.-v  at  l-:^-;  :..r-.  ^  years  before  the 
>.  .:,r  n.,N  ::.."x  :;  '.:p  c  ^  jld  s*»ll  iuiything 
r  yi..o:.:  !r:--:  ::  P  iri!  -  ti.at  time  tho 
"'•'.'.■"*-  :^-  •'  ^-'^\' .:!:.<.>  to  undergo,  and  if 
X-  /A  .  v-vi  v-.v.iaI  ..V  ni  >i  either  go  oil  the 
'.  .,  ^:.^.:.;r  v-_le  r:i:i>;  work  for  wages 
:.r  o;  ,r  >vy  i^.  ^.-.t-  c-->*iucnca  was  that 
^.:,  >;u.-'  ;  .:.  S.:<^  d.>;r.:t5  progressed  very 
^.cw  r,  ;  .-^  V  r.*  r>-»  rv"v.  X  and  access  to 
t-U"  ^^»:=i  xi^  ^.icuIIh  ai-i   vciy  lew  pcopla 
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«oald  afford  to  foco  the  situation.    Taking  all 
these  things  into  account,  it  would  be  found 
that  settlement  in  Taranaki  could  not  progress 
with  the  rapidity  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  stated,  but  very  slowly.    What 
he  (Colonel  Trimble)  said  was  borne  out  by 
ftctaal  citable  facts.    In  1875  the  land  in  his 
own  district  was  opened  for  sale,  and  he  was 
himself  one  of  the  first  buyers.     During  the 
fitst  two  years  very  large  settlement  took  place, 
hut  in  the  next  five  or  six  years  there  was  very 
little  land  token  up.    It  always  went  on  in 
that  way — by  fits  and  starts.    The  income  of 
tiie  Board  at  one  time  from  the  Land  Fund 
was  very  considerable.     While  the  Waimate 
Plains  were  being  sold  the  Board's  share  of  the 
land  revenue  amounted  to  as  much  as  about 
^^,000  in  one  year.    But  what  was  the  case 
now?    Last  year  they  got  only  £4,900  from 
land  revenue,  and  the  Surveyor-General  esti- 
mated that  this  year  the  Board  would  get  only 
1^,100  from  that  source:  so  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  the  income  of  the  Board  from  Land 
Fund  was  only  about  a  tenth  of  what  it  had 
fcrmerly  been;   and  the  amount  was  getting 
less.    The  amount  of  Crown  land  unsold  in  the 
Taranaki    District  was  about  half  a  million 
acres ;  but  it  was  not  surveyed,  there  were  no 
loads,  and,  in  fact,  it  was  not  in  the  market, 
and  it  must  take  a  long  time  before  the  greater 
p»t  of  it  could  be  got  into  the  market.     So 
that  year  by  year,  instead  of  the  Board's  in- 
come from  the  Land  Fund  increasing,  it  would 
probably  decrease,    as   the    deferred-payment 
settlers  completed  paying  their  instalments — a 
Tcry  large  proportion  of  them  would  complete 
their  pa^-ments  at  the  end  of  next  year.    There- 
lore,  while  the  total  of  the  Land  Fund  still  to 
accrae  to  the  Board  might  be  a  large  sum,  the 
amonnt  to  be  received  in  any  one  year  must 
henceforth  be  small,  and  ahvays  getting  less. 
On  the  other  hand  the  charges  the  Board  liad 
io  meet  were  fixed.    If  the  Land  Fund  was 
eaoiifih  to  meet  the  wholo  yearly  charge   on 
the  old  loan — £14,000 — and  gave  a  surplus  they 
woald,  in  time,  be  able  to  clear  off  the  debt, 
^'^  in  fact,  to  e::tend  the  works  with   the 
means  from  that  source ;  but  the  fact  was,  they 
vere  not  getting  anything  like  that  amount  of 
land  Fund,  and  year  by  year  the  position  in 
that  respect  was  becoming  worse,  and  the  situ- 
tion  wooJd  become  more  and  more  dangerous. 
Before  the  Bill  left  the  House  he  would  con- 
clusively prove    to    the    House  —  as    he    had 
already  proved  to  the  Committee — that  when 
the  Land  Fund  was  used,  even  with  the  full 
ftting-power  exercised,  there  would  be  a  iargo 
deficiency  every  year   in    the  amount  due  to 
tfce  bondholders ;  and  he  believed   the  House 
^ocld  agree  with  him  when  he  had  finished 
'hat  the   net   amount  the   bondholders  must 
lose,  unless  the  Houso  stepped  in  and  made  up 
the  deticiency,  would  be  something  like  i>:3,000 
aypar  at  the  very  least. 

The  hour  of   half -past   five   o'clock  having 
*^ved,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSK    RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 


EDUCATIONAL  FRANCHISE  BILL. 

IN   COMHITTEE. 

Clause  8. — ^Definition  of  **  householder.'* 
The  Committee    divided  on    the    question, 
*  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  23. 


Ballance 

Levestam 

Steward,  W.  J 

B.-Bradshaw 

Macandrew 

Stewart,  W.  D 

Bruce 

McMillan 

Stout 

ConoUy 

Moat 

Taylor 

Garrick 

Beid 

Walker. 

Hatch 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Hursthouse 

Ross 

Cowan 

Lamach 

Smith 
Noes,  27. 

Pulton. 

AUwright 

Kerr 

O'Conor 

Atkinson 

Lake 

Pearson 

Barron 

Lance 

Russell 

Brown 

Macarthur 

Seddon 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Wakefield 

Buckland,W.P.  Mitchelson 

Whyte. 

Grey 

Montgomery 

TelUrs. 

Harper 

Moss 

O'Callaghau 

Hislop 

Newman 

RoUeston. 

Holmes 


Pairs. 


For.  Against, 

Duncan  Dargaville 

McKenzie,  J.  Peacock 

TumbuU.  Thompson,  T. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Clause  struck  out. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
leave  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  30. 

AUwright 

Kerr 

Richardson, 

E. 

Atkinson 

liamaoh 

RoUeston 

Ballance 

Mackenzie,  M 

Russell 

Barron 

Menteath 

Smith 

Bryce 

Mitchelson 

Stout 

Cadmau 

Montgomery 

Wakefield 

Dargaville 

Newman 

Whyte. 

Fraser 

O'Callaghan 

Tellers. 

Garrick 

O'Conor 

Buckland.W.P, 

Grey 

Pearson 

Hislop. 

Holmes 

Noi:s,  26. 

B.-Bradshaw 

Hatch 

Richardson, 

G. 

Brown 

Hursthouse 

Ross 

Bruce 

Lako 

Seddon 

Buchanan 

Lance 

Steward,  W 

J. 

ConoUy 

Levestivm 

Taylor 

Cowan 

MacHiKlrow 

Walker. 

Duncan 

^lacarthiir 

Tellers. 

Fulton 

McMillan 

Moat 

Harper 

lieid 

Paius. 

Stewart,  W. 

D. 

1 

V. 

Against. 

Dargaville                 Duncan 

Peacock                     McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  T.           Tumbull. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Motion  agreed   to,   and   the   Ciiatrman  left 
the  chair. 
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m  COIOCITTEE. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND  moved,  That  the 
Ohairman  do  le&ye  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allwright 

Ballance 

Bryce 

Buckland,  J, 

Dargaville 

Dodaon 

Fitzherbert 

Grey 


Bruce 

Conolly 

Cowan 

Dmican 

Fergus 

Eraser 

Pulton 

Garrick 

Gore 

Guinness 

Hatch 

Hirst,  H. 

Holmes 


Ayes,  28. 
Hakuene 
Hislop 
Hobbs 
C.  Huruthouse 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mitchelson 
Moat 

Noes,  37. 
Kerr 
Lake 
Lance 
Lamach 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McMillan 
Montgomery 
O'Callaghan 
Pearson 
Reid 
RoUeston 
Ross 
Seddon 


Newman 
Ormond 
Fere 

Richardson,  E. 
Richardson,  G. 

Tellers. 
Buckland,W.P. 
O'Conor. 


Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Stout 

Te  Ao 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

TumbuU 

Walker 

Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Wakefield. 


Majority  against,  14. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND  moved.  That  the 
Chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  21. 
Ballance  Hirst,  H. 

Beetham  Hislop 

Bryce  Hobbs 

Buchanan  Levestam 

Dodson  Macarthur 

Fitzherbert        Mitcholson 
Grey  ^loat 

Hakuene 

Noes,  35. 
B.-Bradshaw     Lance 
Bruce  Lamach 

Conolly  Macandrew 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  M. 

Duncan  McMillan 

Fergus  ^Montgomery 

Fulton  Pearson 

Goro  Reid 

Hatch  Rolleston 

Hobnes  Ross 

Kerr  Seddon 

Lake  Steward,  W.  J 

Majority  against,  14. 

^lotion  negatived. 

Clause  2. — Local  authority  may  fix  20s. 
for  dogs. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  a  pro- 
viso that  the  section  should  not  apply  to  dogs 
kept  for  the  management  of  live-stock,  or  to 
destroy  rabbits,  or  to  any  dog  belonging  to  any 
aboriginal  native. 


Newman 
O'Conor 
Pere 
Smith. 

Tellers. 
Buckland,W.F. 
Hursthouse. 


Stewart,  W.  D. 

Stout 

Taylor 

Te  Ao 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tumbull 

Wakefield 

Walker 

Whvte. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
,  O'Callaghan. 


fee 


Mr.  O'CONOfe  moved.  That  the  word  « s 
ginal "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee   divided   on   the  qa 
«*  That  the  word  be  retained.'* 

Ayes,  41. 
Ballance  Gore 

Barron  Grey 

Beetham  Hakuene 

B.-Bradshaw     Kerr 
Brown  Lake 

Bruce  Lance 

Buchanan  Lamach 

Conolly  McMillan 

Cowan  Montgomery 

Dargaville  O'CaUaghan 

Dodson  Pearson 

Duncan  Pere 

Fergus  RoUeston 

Fulton  Ross 

Noes,  12. 
Bcyce  Macarthur 

Buckland,  W,F.  Menteath 


Steward,  W*^ 

Stewart,  W.' 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taylor 

Te  Ao 

Thomson,  J.' 

Tole 

Wakefield 

Walker 

Whyte. 

TeUen. 
Reid 
Seddon. 

Tumbull. 

TeUen. 
Levestam 
O'Conor. 


Fitzherbert        Moat 
Hislop  Ormond 

Hursthouse 

Majority  for,  29. 

Word  retained. 

The  Committee  divided    on    the    questidv 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 

Ayes,  33. 
Ballance  Hakuene 

Beetham  Kerr 

B.-Bradshaw     Lance 
Brown  Lamach 

Brace  McMillan 

Buckland,  W.F.Newman 


O'Callaghan 

Pearson 

Pere 

Seddon 

Smith 

Noes,  24. 
Lake 

Macarthur 
Mitchelson 
Moat 

^fontgomery 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Reid 


Stewart,  W.  D. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taylor 

Te  Ao 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

W^alker. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Cowan 

Dargaville 

Dodson 

Dxmcan 

Gore 

Grey 

Barron 

Bryce 

Cadman 

Conolly 

Fergus 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

^lajority  for,  9. 

Proviso  added. 

Mr.  W.  F.   BUCKLAND  moved.  That  pro* 
gress  be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Rolleston 

Ross 

Tumbull 

Wakefield 

Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Hursthouse 
Levestam. 


Fitzherbert 

Hobbs 

Hursthouse 

Ballance 

Barron 

Bruce 


Ayes,  8. 
^lacarthur 
Moat 
O'Conor. 


Tellers. 
Buckland,  W.F.- 
Levestam. 


Noes,  38. 

Buchsinan  Cowan 

Cadman  Dargaville 

Conolly  Fulton 
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Iftknene  Pere 

lolines  Beid 

Lerr  Richardson,  E. 

lake  Rolleston 

[jance  Smith 

[Amaeh  Steward,  W.  J, 

tfacandrew        Stewart,  W.  D. 
tfcMillan  Stout 

MontgoineTy      Sutter 
lyCalla^haii      Taylor 

Majority  against. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  moved  the 
proviso  of  the  words  "  and 


Te  Ao 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

Tumbull 

Wakefield 

Walker 

Whyte. 

Tellers, 
Duncan 
Pearson. 
30. 

addition  to  the 
used  for  house 


Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  16. 
fiackland,  J.  C.  Hursthouse 
Buckland,  W.F.  Macarthur 
DmK»n  Menteath 

Hiist,  H.  Moat 

Hislop  Moss 

Hobbs  Newman 

Noes,  27. 
Bailance  Holmes 

Buion  Kerr 

Bmce  Lance 

Buchanan  Lamach 

CoDoUy  McMillan 

O'Callaghan 
Peacock 
Reid 
Rolleston 


Pulton 
Gore 
Hiiper 
Eatch 


Reese 
Tumbull. 

Tellers, 
Guiimess 
O'Conor. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Walker. 

Tellers. 
Cowan 
Pearson. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Dodson  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fitzherbert  Macandrew 

Wilson.  Vogel. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Committee    divided  on    the   question, 
"That  the  clause,  as  amended,  be  a  part  of 
*lie  Bfll." 

Ayes,  23. 
Bnce 
Bockhu 
Cowan 
Fergus 
Gore 

Guinness 
Harper 
Hatch 

Conolly 
Doncan 
Hislop 
Bobbs 


Holmes 

Steward,  W.  J. 

a,  J.  C.Kerr 

Stout 

Lance 

Sutter 

Tjamach 

Taylor 

McMillan 

Walker. 

1           O'Callaghan              Tellers, 

Reese 

Pearson 

Reid 

Rolleston. 

Nobs,  11. 

Lake 

O'Conor. 

Macarthur 

Tellers. 

Moat 

Buckland,\/.P. 

Newman 

Hirst,  H, 

Pairs. 

Far. 

Against. 

Fitzherbert 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Dodson 

Vogel 

Wilson 

Wakefield. 

HursthoQse. 

Majority  for,  12. 
C^ATiie  retained. 


Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  a  new  clause  limiting 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  the  Provincial  Dis- 
trict of  Canterbury. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Hislop 
Hobbs 
Macarthur 

Ballance 

Buchanan 

Conolly 

Cowan 

Gore 

Harper 

Holmes 

Kerr 

Lake 


Ayes,  7. 

Moat 
O'Conor. 

Noes,  25. 
Lance 
Lamach 
McMillan 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Reese 
Reid 

Rolleston 
Russell 


Tellers, 
BucklandjW.  F. 
Duncan. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taylor 

Walker 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
O'Callaghan 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against, 

Buckland,  J.  C.         Barron 
Dodson  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fitzherbert  Macandrew 

Guinness  Bruce 

Hursthouse  Wakefield 

Levestam.  Tumbull. 

Majority  against,  18. 
Motion  lost. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  23rd  July,  1886. 

First  BeadlDgs— Second  Reading— Third  Reading— 
Iiocal  Bodies'  Loans  Bill— Unemployed— Stoats 
and  Weasels— Counties  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chaii  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Otago  Harhour  Bridge  Bill,  Auckland  Harbour 
Board  Loan  Bill,  City  of  Ghristchurch  Muni- 
cipal Offices  Bill,Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan 
Bill,  Waimate  Racecourse  Trustees  Empower- 
ing Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Compsmies'  Branch  Registers  Bill. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL, 
The  Hon.  Dr.  PoLiiEN  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Free  Con- 
ference on  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill : — 

"  The  Managers,  on  behalf  of  the  Legislative 
Counoil,  of  the  Free  Conference  on  the  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill  have  the  honour  to  report 
that,  having  met  the  Managers  on  behalf  of 
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Stoats  and 


[COUNCIL.] 


Weasels. 


[JuiiY  1 


the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  they  hayo  been 
nnable  to  come  to  any  agreement." 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  desire  to  say, 
in  reference  to  the  report,  that  the  Managers, 
taking  their  instructions  from  the  vote  pskssed 
bj  the  Council  on  this  subject  yesterday,  in- 
nstod  on  the  majority  of  the  votes  recorded 
being  the  basis  of  any  negotiations  ;  but  it  'was 
found  that  this  point  would  not  be  conceded  by 
the  other  side,  and  the  Managers  had  therefore 
DO  other  course  to  pursue  than  to  report  that 
they  were  unable  to  agree  on  the  subject. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ^fENZIES  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  organizing  some  mode  of  giving  outdoor 
relief,  in  the  shape  of  food  or  otherwise,  and 
with  or  without  the  condition  of  a  labour  test, 
to  persons  who  are  unable  to  obtain  employ- 
ment otherwise,  and  to  their  families?  He 
said  he  had  noticed  in  the  newspapers  the 
last  two  or  three  days  that  considerable  dis- 
tress existed  at  Auckland  and  Dunedin ;  and 
it  was  stated  that  in  both  places  there  were 
several  persons  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  In 
similar  cases  at  Home  it  wa«  usual  to  give 
assistance  partly  in  food,  with  a  view  to  afford- 
ing relief  to  those  in  danger  of  starvation. 
In  the  apprehension  tliat  the  tendency  was 
here  rather  to  give  employment,  he  put  this 
question  suggestively  to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  his  honour- 
able friend  had  been  good  enough  to  confer 
with  him  on  this  subject  previous  to  placing 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  might 
state  (^that  the  Government  had  the  matter 
under  their  very  serious  consideration,  and  the 
iliiuflter  for  Public  Works  was  taking  every 
possible  means  to  find  employment  for  those 
who  were  in  need  of  it.  He  gathered  that  the 
giving  of  food  was  an  element  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question :  but  such  a  system  would 
be  very  difficult  to  organize.  He  might  add 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  any  one  suffering 
from  starvation,  or  even  being  on  the  verge  of 
it.  Means,  however,  would  be  taken  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  case. 

STOATS  AND  WEASELS. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE.— I  have  very 
few  words  to  say  with  respect  to  this  motion, 
which  I  most  cordially  support,  especially  after 
the  information  supplied  to  the  Council  on  this 
subject  by  the  honourable  the  mover  yesterday, 
and  I  think,  in  view  of  that,  the  Council  will 
not  hesitate  to  agree  to  the  motion.  I  am 
rather  of  opinion  there  should  be  a  restriction 
on  the  importation  of  the  mongoose.  In  its 
domestic  state  this  animal  is  like  a  good  tom- 
cat about  the  house,  but  in  its  wild  state  it  is 
a  most  vicious  animal.  I  have  had  personal 
experience  of  them,  and  can  testify  to  that.  A 
friend  of  mine — Mr.  Bichmond — imported  some 
of  these  animals  a  year  ago,  and  turned 
them  out,  and  shortly  afterwards  found  them 


scattered    twelve    miles  away.      They 
therefore  soon  scatter  all  over  the  country 
do  much  mischief. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WALKER.  — I  listened 
very  great  pleasure  to   the  speech  deli- 
yesterday  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  B« 
and  was  pleased  with  his  straightforward, 
cisive    eloquence.      In   regard  to  stoats    j 
weasels  I  think  the  very  qualities  on  acooant 
which  they  are  condenmed  are  the  qualities 
account  of  which  we  ought  to  introduce  thf 
It  has  been  said  that  the  measure  has  ^ 
proposed  on  account  of  a  panic:  but 
sometimes  do  good.     We  had  a  panic 
years  ago— the  Russian  scare— and  the 
of  that  was  the  erection  of  magnificent    ^^ 
teries  all  over  the  colony.    But  I  deny  tM| 
there  is  a  panic  in  this  case ;  and,  unless  tUm 
rabbit  nuisance  is  dealt  with  energetically  mim 
immediately,  the  ruin  of  the  country  stan^ 
in    the    face.      Then,  again,   the   honourahi^ 
us  gentleman  quoted  the  last  paragraph  of  th* 
report  not  in  a  quite  intelligible  manner.     H#] 
seemed  to  infer  that,  as  those  means  previonalyl 
resorted  to  to  stamp  out  the  pest  had  not  ^^^^i 
sufficient,  so   the   importation  of  stoats   audi 
weasels  might  not  be  successful  in  that  resi)eci»1 
But  we  have  not  yet  got  stoats  and  weasete'j 
here  in  any  largo  numbers,  so  that  I  cannot  sett  ^ 
how  he  can  come  to  such  a  conclusion.    I  hop»  ^ 
the  honourable  member  will  not  allow  inere  j 
sentiment  to  interfere  with  the  importation  of 
these  animals.    They  will  be  turned  out  on  the 
high  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  and,  if  they^ 
come  down  on  the  small  farms,  two  hundred 
yards  of  wire-netting  at  6d.  a  yard  will  stop 
them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Sir,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  address  the  Council  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  I  have  not  had  sufficient  expen- 
ence  in  the  matter  to  enable  me  to  speak 
authoritatively  upon  it.  But  I  rose  to  refer  to 
some  remarks  made  by  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Bathgate.  Those  remarks  gave  me  con- 
siderable pain,  and,  in  my  opinion,  were  utterly 
imcalled-for.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the  ex- 
tirpation of  this  pest  is  a  thing  much  to  be 
desired,  and  it  is  a  pity  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  introduced  a  class  question 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  regarding  which,  if 
we  do  not  agree  as  to  the  details,  we  are  all  at 
one  in  striving  to  attain  the  object  aimed  at. 
No  one  can  doubt  the  mischief  caused  by  this 
pest;  it  is  a  national  pest,  and  a  loss  to  the 
whole  colony.  I  am  pleased  with  the  discussion 
that  has  already  taken  place.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeves,  I  think,  made  out  a  very  good  case ;  but,, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  was  very  much  struck 
with  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  IMr.  Robinson. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  introduction 
of  these  animals  will  fail  in  the  object  desired, 
and  will  be  productive  of  mischief  in  the  future. 
Since  the  debate  yesterday  I  have  seen  a  gentle- 
man who  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
these  matters,  and  his  suggestion  is  that  a  great 
niistake  is  made  in  poisoning  in  the  summer- 
time, as  it  only  drives  the  rabbits  from  one 
place  to  another ;  and  the  only  remedy,  in  his 
opinion,  is  to  make    a  determined  effort  Uy 
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poisoa  in  the  v;intcr.  Tliat  is  not  my  opinion. 
Where  I  reside  we  have  not  this  pest,  and  we 
hope  to  remain  free  from  it. 

The  Hon.    Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Although 
not  an  expert  in  this  matter,  yet   I  take  an 
interest  in  it,  because  I  think  it  is  a  question 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  colony  at  large. 
I  have  Ustened  to  the  debate  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest.    I  have  also  listened  with  pleasure 
to  my  honourable  friends  opposite,  Mr.  Reeves 
and  Mr.  Bathgate,    who    have  certainly  put 
their  case  very  well.     So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  the  evidence  we  have  before  us  is  really 
m  favour  of  these  stoats  and  weasels.     So  far, 
therefore,  I  judge  that  we  should  go  on  import- 
ing them  until  wo  have,  to  a  certain  extent, 
exterminated  the  rabbits,  or,  at  all  events,  ren- 
dered them  so  few  in  number  that  they  will 
have  ceased  to  be    the  pest   they  are  at  the 
present  time.     We  have  not  yet  adopted  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  and  the  consequence 
is  chat    after  this    debate,    which    has    been 
a  Very  good   one,  the  matter  will  be  left  in 
eiacdy  the   same  position  as  before.     I  think 
we  have  only  half  done  the  work ;   and,   in 
order  to  test   the  Council  as   to  whether  or 
not  ii  would  be  advisable  that  these  animals 
ihould  bo  imported  for  the  purpose  of  exter- 
minating the  rabbits,  I  shall  propose  a  short 
amendment  in  the  second  line  of  tho  motion 
as  printed  on  the   Order  Paper.     I  propose  to 
strike  out  **  in,"  in  tho  word  •*  inexpedient," 
which  will  give  it  tho  opposite  effect  to  that 
which  it  has  as  printed.     If  the  Council  agrees 
to  that,  I  believe  we  shall  have  done  some  good. 
The  question  is,  whether  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Government  should  import  these  animals 
or  2ot.     I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  from 
all  1  have  read  and  heard,  tliat  it  is  an  ex- 
pedient thing  for  tho  Government  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  believe  we  shall 
bave  an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  question 
in  connection  with  a  short  Bill  which  is  to 
come  before  us  to  give  effect  to  tho  recom- 
mendations of  the  Rabbit  Committee.  Before 
tbat,  however,  every  member  will  have  an  op- 
portuiiity  of  perusing  tho  evidence  taken  by  tho 
Comniittce,  and  that,  no  doubt,  will  assist  us 
to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject.  As 
honourable  members  know,  this  subject  has 
received  the  very  serious  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature on  more  than  one  occasion  previously. 
Two  years  ago,  and  two  years  before  that,  Joint 
Committees  were  appointed  to  inquire  into  tho 
matter,  and  on  eacli  occasion  the  inquiry  was 
exhaustive.  Having  been  a  member  of  these 
Committees  on  two  or  three  occasions,  I  know 
iomtthiiig  about  the  matter.  On  this  occasion 
the  Conmiittee  took  a  great  deal  of  cvidenco 
from  p<^'rsons  who  are  supposed  to  have  much 
practical  experience,  and  the  conclusion  drawn 
by  the  Committee  from  the  evidence  was  that, 
while  this  post  has  been  a  scourge  to  the 
colony,  and  has  occasioned  o.  very  serious 
amount  of  loss,  both  public  and  private,  and 
while  various  steps  have  been  taken  to  en- 
dta\our  to  diminish  tho  pest,  no  steps  that 
nave  yet  been  taken  will  be  effective  to  keep 
It  Within  reasonable  bounds  —  none.    Poison- 


ing by  phosphorized  grain  has  been  found  to 
be  the  most  effective  way,  and  it  has  been 
most  effective  during  winter;  and,  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  Inspectors  during  tho  last  two 
or  three  years,  the  assistance  of  tho  settlers 
has  been  moro  systematic  and  continuous  in 
laying  down  poisoned  grain  than  formerlv,  and 
simultaneous  poisoning  lias  been  carried  on  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  with  much  greater 
effect.  And  yet  it  was  found' that,  if  the  num- 
ber of  rabbits  had  been  reduced  to  what  seemed 
to  be  a  reasonable  extent,  the  few  rabbits  that 
were  left  bred  so  quickly  that,  if  tho  breeding 
was  allowed  to  go  on  undisturbed  during  the 
summer-time,  the  number  would  soon  be  very 
little  less  than  before  the  destruction  began. 
This  circumstance  would  naturally  ruin  tho 
colony,  in  time.  Phosphorized  grain  is  very 
effective;  yet  it  involves  largo  expenditure, 
and,  if  no  other  effective  means  are  employed, 
this  expenditure  must  be  continued  from  year 
to  year.  Every  witness  told  tlie  Committee 
that  his  experience  of  poisoning  during  the 
summer  was  that  it  was  less  effective  than 
during  the  winter ;  but  in  some  cases  summer 
poisoning  has  been  very  effective  in  checking 
the  spread.  Tho  result  of  tho  inquiry  has  been 
to  prove  that,  though  the  use  of  phosphorized 
grain  may  check  the  pest  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, yet  it  is  not  sufficiently  effective ;  and 
that  to  make  it  alone  sufficiently  effective 
would  entail  very  great  and  continuous  ex- 
pense. The  Committee  therefore  came  to  tho 
conclusion  that  no  other  plan  could  be  so 
effective  and  economical  as  tho  encouraging 
and  multiplication  of  tho  natural  enemies  of 
the  rabbit.  Stoats  and  weasels  are  supposed  by 
the  Committee  to  be  about  the  best.  Ferrets 
are  very  effective  in  the  low  country,  but  they 
are  not  so  hardy  as  tho  ether  animals.  The 
Committee  also  took  a  further  point  into  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  one  which  did  not  escape 
the  practical  mind  of  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Bathgate,  who  pointed  out  that  it  would 
be  desirable,  if  we  introduced  another  natural 
enemy,  that  it  should  bo  one  which  would 
multiply  exceedingly  ;  and  it  was  a  choice  of 
evils  that  the  Committee  had  to  consider. 
They  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  far 
better  to  introduce  these  natural  enemies,  see- 
ing that,  though  they  v.ould  increase  and  be- 
come a  pest  when  the  rabbits  were  killed 
out,  yet  tht.-y  could  be  afterwanls  easily  killed 
out  themb^elvos ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  stoat, 
its  fur  is  so  valuable  that  it  may  be  made  an 
article  of  commerce.  The  chief  difference  be- 
tween stoats  and  weasels  and  ferrets  is  some- 
thing in  this  wise :  Whereas  the  ferret  is  tho 
mora  delicate  animal,  and  is  supposed  to  do- 
servo  the  reputation  which  it  enjoys  of  being 
a  mere  pot-hunter,  stoats  and  weasels  kill  for 
the  mere  pleasure  of  killing.  That  is  tho 
thing  to  be  desired.  I  think  what  I  have  said 
will  show  that  the  contention  of  the  honour- 
able jneniber  is  not  one  that  can  be  sustained, 
and,  if  tho  introduction  of  stoats  and  weasels 
may  lead  to  a  nuisance,  yet  they  are  easily 
trapped,  and,  when  trapped,  their  fur  will  bo 
valuable.    I  hope  I  have  satisfied  the  Council 
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that  it  U  deurable  to  concur  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  FRASER.— I  should  like 
to  refer  to  wliat  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  said 
yesterday.  He  in  &  large  property-owner,  and 
he  said  he  was  prepared  to  support  a  Bill  for 
the  extermination  of  rabbits  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  stoats  and  weasels,  notwithstanding 
that  he  has  Taluable  game  on  his  estate,  and 
that  these  animals  will  destroy  game.  He 
also  said  that  the  rabbit-pobt  had  cost  three 
millions  of  money  to  the  colony.  It  is  ridicu- 
lous to  say,  as  has  been  said,  that  the  stoats 
and  weasels  are  dangerous  to  man.  It  hoA 
aUo  been  said  that  bt^jat*  and  weasels  will  kill 
lambs ;  but  I  was  on  the  Rabbit  Committee 
two  sessions  ago,  and  it  came  out  in  evidence 
then  that  not  a  single  Umb  had  been  killed 
by  those  that  had  bc«n  introduced  into  the 
colony,  and  we  know  that  at  Kaikoura,  where 
ferrets  have  been  turned  out,  there  is  not  a 
■ingle  rabbit  in  the  place  now.  A  stoat  has 
been  known  to  (ix  on  the  jugular  vein  of  a  hare 
and  to  be  carried  away  for  two  miles.  The 
rabbit- pest  is  ruining  many  of  our  oldest 
■etticrK,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  introduction 
of  stoats  and  weasels,  which,  I  feel  sure,  if  they 
be  introduced  in  sullicient  numbers,  will  have 
the  effect  of  exterminating  the  rabbits. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— If  this  goes  to  a 
division  I  shall  vote  for  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker's  am  end  men  t :  not  because  I  like 
stoats  and  weasels,  but  because  I  tliink  these 
are  the  only  meau.s  of  attacking  the  rabbits  in 
the  hill -country.  The  disadvantage  under 
which  wo  all  labour  is  that  we  have  no  evidence 
and  the  Committee  had  no  information  as  to 
the  effect  that  Ktoats  and  weasels  have  upon 
the  high  country.  We  know  perfectly  well 
that  in  Uie  accessible  country  wo  can  keep  the 
rabbits  under  by  means  of  poinoncd  grain.  No 
doubt,  if  you  can  only  get  at  the  country,  and 
can  lav  down  phosphorized  grain,  you  can  keep 
the  rabbits  under  with  tho  help  of  ferrets.  But 
how  are  wo  going  to  attack  this  inaccessible 
country?  How  are  wo  going  to  attack  such 
countiy,  for  instance,  as  Wanakaand  Wakatipu, 
referred  to  by  one  honourable  member,  where 
the  mountains  rise  to  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  tho  lakes?  All 
tho  Governments  in  tho  world  could  not  put 
poisoned  grain  over  that  country,  and  tho  only 
things  we  have  yet  heard  of  that  are  effectual 
in  such  places  are  stoats  and  weasels.  It 
mav  bo  a  very  doubtful  experiment,  and  it 
will  bo  a  disagreeable  one,  for  I  am  sure 
that  New  Zealand  will  not  bo  improved  by 
the  introduction  of  tlicso  vermin ;  but,  of  two 
evils,  I  think  it  is  better  to  import  tho  stoats 
and  weasels,  rather  than  to  allow  these  large 
tracts  of  country  to  bocomo  simply  breeding- 
grounds  for  rabbits.  If  there  was  not  this 
inacccssiblo  country  I  should  voto  for  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves's  motion ;  but  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bathgate,  and  persons  who  reside  in  towns, 
never  seem  to  understand  tho  immense  amount 
of  inaccessible  country  there  is  in  New  Zea- 
land. I  do  not  know  that  I  should  be  exag- 
l^erating  in  stating  that  three-fourths  of  the 
Hen.  Mr,  Menzw 


country  is  inaccessible.  Let  any  one  go  throiiiA^ 
a  mustering,  and  then  he  will  onderstand 
thing  about  it.     It  takes  very  sharp  men 
deed  to  master  sheep  in  these  countries,  f  ^ 
it  would  be  impossible  to  deal  with  the  nkMI^I 
there  except  by  stoats  and  weasels.     I  beliawW 
the  Committee  have  come  to  the  right  < 
elusion ;  and  if  wo  destroy  the  rabbits  we 
afterwards  destroy  the  stoats  and  weasels  Iq^i 
trapping:  and  it  is  also  possible  that   theMt.- 
stoats  and  weasels  may  destroy  the  keas.     It  ■" 
well  known  that  the  kca-pcst  is  only  second  t» 
tho  rabbit-pest,  and  no  one  can  tell  us  hov 
to  get  at  tho  keas.    I  cannot  help  referring  t» 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bathgate  with 
reference  to    breaking    up  the   great    estates 
and  settling  the  people  on  the  country.     Tb* 
amount  of    ignorance    he    displayed,    in  that  | 
respect   is   surprising;    and    his   remarks  re- 
minded mo  of  a  friend  of  my  own,  who  haa 
been  twenty-four  years  in  tho  interior  of  New 
Zealand — one  of  tlie  most  industrious  men 
that  ever  entered  this  country,  but  who  was  ; 
obliged,  in  consequence  of  tho  rabbit-pest,  to 
{ibandon  his  place  in  a  day,  and  to  go  forth 
into  tho  world  again.     What  utter  nonsense  it 
is  to  talk  like  that !    ^len  who  have  displayed 
the  greatest  energy  possible  have  been  obliged 
to  succumb  to  this  evil.    It  is  of  such  magni- 
tude,   where    the   country   is   so   inaccessible 
and  extremely  rough,  that  I   can  only  hopa 
those  stoats  and  weasels  will  overcome  the  diffi- 
culty there.     I  must  say  that  I  feel  extremely 
doubtful  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— There  is  a  maxim 
in  ethics  and  morals  that  wo  ought  not  to  do 
evil  oven  that  good  may  follow.  I  ki^ow  that 
certain  casuists  have  questioned  the  general 
applicability  of  tho  maxim  ;  neverthelefjs,  I 
think  it  is  one  which  on  all  occasions  ought 
to  bo  observed.  No  doubt  it  would  bo  a  very 
good  and  desirable  thing,  if  it  could  be  accom- 
plished, that  all  rabbits  should  bo  destroyed; 
but  I  am  satisfied  —  and  I  gather  from  the 
admissions  that  have  been  made  oven  by  the 
advocates  of  these  vermin  —  that  tho  conse- 
quence of  their  introduction  would  bo  much 
more  serious  than  tho  post  for  which  they 
are  proposed  as  a  remedy.  Wo  have  been  told 
by  tho  Hon.  ^Ir.  Menzies  that  stoats  arc  of  a 
very  amiable  character,  and  that  their  skins 
would  be  found  to  be  a  valuable  article  of  com- 
merce after  the  work  of  destroying  tho  rabbits 
has  been  accomplished  with  their  aid.  I  think 
the  destruction  of  tlicFo  vermin  would  not  be  at 
all  so  easy  as  honourable  gentlemen  seem  to 
suppose.  I  take  the  weasel.  Unless  acclimati- 
zation should  very  much  change  the  character 
of  the  weasel,  I  believo  trapping  weasels  wUl 
not  bo  easy.  There  is  a  proverbial  saying  that 
any  ono  who  catches  a  weasel  asleep  mnst 
be  exceedingly  smart.  As  for  tho  ferrets,  my 
personal  experience  of  them  is  that  they  aie 
tho  most  sanguinary  and  vicious  animal  that 
could  possibly  bo  mtroduced.  I  had  some 
rabbits  on  a  place  of  mine,  and  ferrets  were 
used  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  them.  Now 
and  then  one  of  them  escaped,  and  on  suoh 
occasions  the  butchers'  bill  in  the  ponltiy-yazd 
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would  be  something  enormous.    I  have  seen  a 
flock  of  duoks  killed  or  torn  to  piecos  by  a 
single  ferret  at  one  time,  and  that  not  on  one 
occasion  only.    Under  these  circumstances,  I 
leel  boond  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  tlio  Hon. 
Mr.  Reeves,  and  against  the  stoats  and  weasels. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY.— I  think  that  my 
hononrable  friend,  if  he  had  made  the  same  tour 
as  I  did  three  months  ago  through  the  lakes 
and  the  inaccessible  coimtry,  and  had  seen  the 
extent  of  the  damage  done  by  the  rabbits  there, 
would  vote  for  any  remedy  to  eradicate  this 
pest.     Buildings  and  stations  once  occupied 
and  thriving  were  then  deserted,  and  stations 
where  a  few  years  ago  they  were  shearin;,'  forty 
thoosand    sheep    were    reduced    to    nineteen 
thousand.    I  suppose  next  year  they  will   bo 
reduced  to  ten  thousand,  and  the  year  after- 
wards probably  to  five  thousand.     The  country 
deicribed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  is  so  moun- 
taiuons  that  it  is  impossible  to  reach  it,  and 
the  only  chance  of  killing  the  rabbit  tlicro  is 
bv  trying  the  natural  enemy. 
*The  Hon.  Mr.  EEEVES.— I  understand  that 
the  amendment  so  skilfully  introduced  by  the 
venerable  tactician,  my  honourable  friend  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  has  practically  de]irived 
me  of  the  right  of  reply,  and  therefore  1  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  upon 
this  amendment.     I  have  listened  carefully  to 
€Tery  possible  objection  that  has  been  taken  to 
the  motion  during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
bat  I  failed  to  find  one  single  argument  that 
<    has  touched  the  real  point  at  issue,  and  ttiat  is 
that  these  pests, — ^for  all  who  have  spoken  admit 
that  they  are  pests, — when  they  have  been  in- 
troduced— supposing,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  they  are  introduced— will  themselves,  in 
torn,  be  as  great  a  nuisance  as  rabbits  ;  and 
then,  how  are  we  to  dispose  of  them  ?     Is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  they  will  remain  in  the  hill- 
eountry  where  they  are  to  be  placed — will  re- 
main there  year  after  year — that  they  will  not 
come  down  to  the  settled  districts,  and  that 
they  will  not  prove  an  intolerable  pest  to  the 
mtlers  in  those  districts — that  they  will  not, 
in  fact,  prove  to  be  what  in  truth  they  are,  not 
the  natural  enemy  of  the  rabbits  alone,  but 
the  enemy  of  every  living  thing  which  comes 
within  their  power  to  dispose  of  ?    Tliat  is  the 
qnestion,  and  it  remains  entirely  unanswered  ; 
and  I  say  that  the  Council  has  no  right,  by  its 
vote  on  this  occasion,  to  insist  that  this  dan- 
gerous remedy — which  all  admit  to  be  a  most 
dangerous  remedy — should  be  imported,  even 
to  remedy  what  we  all  know  to   bo  a  most 
dangerous  disease.    I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
rtood  as  making  emy  reflection,  in  the  remarks 
I  am  making,  in   regard  to  the   Committee 
Md  the  verdict  of    that   Committee.      That 
Committee  has  been  properly  chosen   on  ac- 
coont  of  the  individual  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  the  members  about  the  rabbit-pest  as 
it  affects  the  sheep-farming  interest.     If  you 
took  down  the  list  you  will  find — and,  I  say,  very 
propetly— -that  all  these  members  are  more  or 
leas  Ultimately  connected  with  this  industry ; 
bot  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  accepting 
theiz  dictum  as   to  whether  a  pest  of    this 


kind  should  be  introduced — which  all  admit  to 
bo  a  most  dangerous  remedy,  to  bo  destructive 
animals,  and  such  as  will  spread  all  over  the 
colony  and  become  absolutely  ineradicable — 
then  I  say  that  on  that  question  this  Commit- 
tee are  not  entitled  to  decide,  and  their  opinion 
is  not  entitled  to  remain  unchallenged.  This 
is  a  colonial  question,  and  the  opinion  of  every 
settler  throughout  the  land  is  entitled  to  bo 
taken  before  any  decision  is  arrived  at;  and, 
even  should  the  Council  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment, I  think  the  Government  would  not  be 
justified  in  attaching  too  much  weight  to  that 
opinion,  or  in  taking  action  upon  it,  until  some- 
thing much  more  decisive  as  to  the  voice  of  the 
country  has  been  heard.  I  shall  not,  as  I  had 
intended  to  do,  answer  the  remarks  that  fell 
from  the  various  speakers  further  than  to  say 
that  the  logical  conclusion  of  the  greater  part 
of  their  speeches  is  that  I  ought  to  receive 
their  votes  —  especially  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson,  who  states  that  the  animal  is  of  a 
very  dangerous  character,  and  that  i)robably 
it  may  attack  lambs 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not  think 
I  said  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— Yes;  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that 
these  animals  should  not  be  introduced  with- 
out fencing  on  a  large  scale — a  thing  which  is 
not,  at  any  rate,  Ukely  to  be  enforced;  and 
therefore  I  say  I  have  a  right  to  claim  my 
honourable  friend's  verdict.  I  think  the  debate 
has  been  an  exceedingly  interesting  one,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  have  a  good  effect  in  the 
future. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  Sir,  I  should 
not  trouble  the  Council  any  moro  except 
for  the  remark  which  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  that  it  is  not  right  to  do  evil  in 
order  that  good  may  result.  But  I  must  re- 
mind him  of  another  proposition,  •'  Of  two  evils 
choose  tho  less  ;"  and  I  consider  that  in  this 
case  the  less  evil  is  the  remedy  now  proposed. 
I  said  yesterday  that  unless  fencing  was  carried 
out  to  some  extent  the  mtroduotion  of  stoats 
and  weasels  would  not  bo  the  success  that  it  is 
expected  to  be.  Without  fencing,  tho  rabbits 
would  simply  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  stoats 
and  weasels,  and  scatter  all  over  the  country. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  who  has  introduced  this 
question,  has  posed  to-day  as  the  friend  of  the 
small  farmer.  He  tells  tho  Council  that  we 
have  no  right  to  discuss  this  question  at  all. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.  — I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  tliat  the  Council 
had  no  right  to  give  a  veto  on  tliis  matter, 
whivih  affected  the  whole  country.  I  think  no 
other  construction  could  be  put  upon  tho  words 
of  my  honourable  friend.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  phosphorized  grain  is  very  effica- 
cious, and  by  it  alone  you  can  nearly  extirpate 
tho  rabbits;  but  it  has  also  been  discovered 
that  in  summer-time  rabbits  will  not  take  this 
grain  so  readily  as  in  tho  winter,  when  food  is 
scarce.  In  the  summer,  therefore,  these  ver- 
min the  introduction  of  which  is  proposed 
wiU    not    only  destroy  the   young  ones,  but 
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also  old  or.cs.  What  reason  has  been  assigned 
against  th(;  proposal  to  introduce  these  animals? 
The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  tells  us  that  they  killed 
his  ducks.  But  suppose  they  killed  all  his 
ducks,  that  would  be  nothing  in  comparison  to 
the  damage  the  rabbits  are  doing.  But  you 
can  rear  ducks  in  spite  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  hope  it  will  not 
be  supposed  that  I  was  pleading  the  murder  of 
my  ducks  as  the  reason  why  a  certain  great 
moral  principle  should  be  adopted.  I  only 
mentioned  the  incident  of  the  ducks  in  illus- 
tration of  the  habits  of  the  ferret,  the  animal 
in  question. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  have  heard 
that  theso  animals  arc  never  satisfied,  but  go 
on  killing  just  for  the  mero  pleasure  of  it ;  and 
that  is  why  I  advocate  their  introduction.  I 
am  surprised  at  my  honourable  friend  saying 
he  \vi;s  deprived  of  his  reply.  Ho  was  not :  ho 
had  Jiis  reply.  What  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  have  said  was  that  by  the  amend- 
mcnt  he  was  deprived  of  having  the  last  word. 
And  what  has  he  said  ?  That  tho  Committee 
is  composed  of  gentlemen  who  are  entirely  in- 
terested in  sheep-farming,  and  nothing  else. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— To  put  it  in  the 
mildest  way,  I  think  tho  honourable  member 
is  mistaken.  Looking  down  the  list,  I  saw  the 
names  of  one  or  two  members  who  might  be 
tornicd  "farmers"  in  tho  general  acceptation 
of  tho  word,  on  the  Canterbury  Plains.  The 
honourable  member  is,  by  this,  introducing 
party  spirit  into  this  question.  He  is  trying  to 
make  it  appear  that  wo  aro  going  to  overrun 
the  country  with  noxious  vermin,  which  will 
destroy  all  the  ducks,  and  so  forth ;  and  simply 
for  tlie  benefit  of  tho  sheep-farmer.  But  where 
these  vermin  are  to  bo  turned  out  will  be  in 
places  where  there  aro  no  sheep-farmers  at  all, 
and  which,  until  wo  get  rid  of  the  rabbitr.,  v.ill 
never  be  occupied  again.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  my  honourable  friend  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  MAN  TELL.  — One  after 
another  of  the  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  during  this  debate  has  referred  to  it  as 
being  a  highly-interesting  one.  I  have  heard 
certain  honourable  members  who  have  cast  in 
tboir  lot  with  the  sheep  interest  favour  in  a 
most  desperate  manner  the  introduction  of 
those  dangerous  animals,  and  those  interested 
in  poultry  deprecate  their  proposed  introduc- 
tion. I  have  also  heard  one  honourable  gentle- 
man who  voted  for  tho  amendment  say  that 
their  introduction  was  very  desurable,  but 
highly  inexpedient.  There  was  a  time  wlion  I 
was  in  charge  of  a  littlo  Bill  whoso  object  was 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  noxious  animals, 
and  tho  little  Bill  nearly  got  through  Commit- 
tee but  was  killed  in  connection  with  a  pro- 
posal to  include  the  Tasmanian  devil.  Since 
that  time  these  noxious  animals  havo  been 
introduced  into  this  colony,  including  tlio 
rabbit.  The  recollection  of  that  little  Bill 
leads  me  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reeves. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
H(m,  Mr,  Robinson 


the  syllable  *in,*  proposed  to  be  struck  ont, 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
Ayes,  14. 


Baillio 

Peacock 

Swanson 

Bathgate 

Pollen 

Taiaroa 

Hart 

Reeves 

Wicley 
WiEon. 

Johnston,  J. 

Reynolds 

Man  tell 

Sh  rim  ski 
Noes,  23. 

Acland 

Grace 

Robinson 

Barnicoat 

Holmes 

Shephard 

Brandon 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  Stevens 

Brett 

Kenny 

Walker 

Buckley 

Lahmann 

Whitaker 

Chamberlin 

^lartin 

Williams 

Dignan 

Menzies 

Williamson 

Eraser 

Miller 

Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  have  a  further 
amendment  to  make.  I  think  it  is  expedient 
tliat  these  stoats  and  weasels  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  inaccessible  ports  of  the  country. 
It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  low  parts 
aro  pretty  well  guarded  by  the  present  means 
— tho  report  says  so;  and,  in  order  to  provide 
that  the  animals  should  be  confined  to  the  in- 
accessiblo  parts,  and  to  prevent  a  worse  pest 
than  the  rabbit  being  established,  I  beg  to 
move  tho  addition  of  the  following  words  at 
the  end  of  the  amended  motion :  "  Provided 
they  bo  confined  by  proper  fencing  to  tho  in- 
accessible portions  of  the  country." 

The  Hon.  I\lr.  BUCKLEY.— I  would  ask  my 
honourable  friend  if  he  is  really  serious  in  pro- 
posing that.  In  order  to  carry  out  his  proposal 
it  would,  I  need  hardly  say,  be  necessary  to  go 
to  vast  expense  in  tlic  way  of  fencing.     - 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.  — It  is  simply  a 
practical  joke.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  carry 
ont  such  a  proposal.  They  would  chmb  up 
anv  fence  ;  they  even  climb  up  trees. 

Tho  Hon.  I^Ir.  ROBINSON.— My  honourable 
frionvl  is  proposing  nonsense.  I  do  not  think 
he  can  ever  have  seen  a  stoat  or  a  weasel. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  I  am 
quite  in  order.  Sir,  in  saying  I  do  not  think  he 
lias.  If  he  has,  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
put  mo  right.  His  amendment  would  be  im- 
possible to  carry  out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

r.Iotion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  105.— When  resolution  deemed  to  be 
carried. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved  to  strikeout 
tho  first  tv/o  lines  down  to  '*  aforesaid,"  in  order 
to  insert,  '*  If  a  majority  in  number  of  tho  rate- 
payers vote  in  favour  of  the  proposal,  and  the 
number  so  voting  are  entitled  to  more  than 
one-half  in  number  of  the  votes  which  can  be 
exercised  b}'  the  whole  number  of  ratepayers." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 
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Ayes,  18. 

Bamicoafe 

Kenny 

Reynolds 

Bathg&te 

Lahmann 

Shephard 

Bonftr 

Peacook 

Swanson 

BreU 

Reeves 

Walker. 

BaeUey 

Noes,  13. 

Htft 

PoUen 

Whitaker 

Holmes 

Robinson 

Williams 

Menzies 

Shximski 

Williamson 

XiUer 

Stevens 

Wilson. 

Peter 

The  Ghaibman  gave  his  casting-vote  i/rith 
the  "  Ayes." 

Clanso  agreed  to  as  printed. 

New  clause  99a. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  proposed  the 
following  new  clanso :  "  The  Council  may,  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  county,  from  time  to  time 
make  such  annual  or  other  allowance  to  the 
Chairman,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  Chair- 
man, by  way  of  palary,  as  they  may  think  fit : 
Plowed  always  that  in  no  case  shall  such 
3Blazy  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
in  any  one  year." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  10. 

Bamicoat 

Hart 

Shephard 

Bonar 

Kenny 

Swanson 

Bntt 

Reeves 

Williams. 

Buckley 

Noes,  16. 

BaOigate 

Peacock 

Walker 

Holmes 

Peter 

Whitaker 

Lahmann 

PoUen 

Wiglcy 

Meazics 

Reynolds 

Williamson 

Uiller 

Stevens 

Wilson. 

i  luajority  against,  5. 

Clause  negatived. 
I        The   Council    adjourned    at    half-past    ten 
,      o'clock  p.m. 
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Third  Reading— Wairau  Gas  Bill- Private  Bills— Go- 
Tominent  Insurance  Association  — Hauuaford'B 
Li^ithoose— Whybrow Brothers— Public  Tnistoo 
—Kauri— J uf-t ices  of  the  Peace  for  East  Coast- 
Lake  District— Maori  Lexicon— Postmasters  and 
Telegraphiiscs  —  Sheep  -  shearing  —  Mauawutu 
Gorge  Contract— Gorge  Contract  Specifications 
—Local  OiJtion  —  Midland  Railway— Otago  Uni- 
▼ersity  Beserves — Kensington  Siding— Auckland 
Railwey— Beer  Duty  Bill— Now  Zealand  Loan 
BUI. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- past  two 
o'clock. 

PRAYEBS. 

THIRD  READING. 
Mortgage  Debentures  Bill. 

WAIRAU  GAS  BILL. 
Mr.  HISLOP,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
eC  this  Bill,  said,  though  he  understood  it  would 


be  opposed,  he  did  not  see  how  there  could  be 
any  valid  objection  to  it.  The  Bill  was  to  vest 
the  Blenheim  gasworks  and  plant,  which  had 
been  established  by  a  private  individual  under 
an  agreement  with  the  Corporation,  in  a  com- 
pany. The  gas  plant  had  been  there  throe  or 
four  years,  and  the  works,  he  understood,  were 
just  beginning  to  pay.  A  little  time  since  it 
had  been  decided  by  the  Borough  Goimoil  of 
Blenheim  to  prolong  the  time  within  which  the 
works  could  be  extended ;  but  some  opposition, 
ho  believed,  had  since  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Council.  He  had  read  the  petition 
presented  against  the  Bill  by  that  body,  and 
it  had  been  before  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  Committee  seemed  to  think 
that  the  matter  could  properly  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  House,  and 
they  recommended  tiio  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  to  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed.  He 
submitted  that  it  would  bo  very  much  more 
convenient  to  follow  the  usual  course  in  these 
proceedings,  and  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee. He  understood  that  the  honourabla 
member  for  the  Wairau  intended  to  propose  & 
contrary  course;  but  ho  thought  the  House 
should  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  a  Committee, 
whero  any  differences  could  be  fought  out. 
The  statements  and  counter-statements  that 
might  bo  made  in  regard  to  the  Bill  could  not 
possibly  be  fought  out  in  the  Houso  with  con- 
venience. Witnesses  could  not  be  examined  by 
the  House,  and  the  views  and  representations 
of  all  parties  could  not  be  so  well  advanced  in 
the  House  as  before  a  Committee.  He  there- 
fore moved  the  second  reading  of  tho  Bill,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  sent  to  a  Committee. 

;Mr.  DODSON  said  tho  last  speaker  v/as 
quite  right  in  saying  that  this  Bill  was  opposed. 
It  \Vii3  opposed  by  the  people  of  Blenheim 
almost  to  a  man,  and  was  unanimously  op- 
posed by  tho  Borough  Council,  which,  as  to  & 
matter  of  this  kind,  miglit  bo  taken  to  repre- 
sent the  opinions  of  tho  town.  Before  proceed- 
ing to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Bill  he  would 
refer,  shortly,  to  the  extraordinary  manner  in 
which  tho  Bill  had  reached  its  present  stuge. 
It  was  not  more  than  a  week  or  so  ago  tiiafc 
it  camo  to  his  knowledge  that  a  very  impor- 
tant Bill  affecting  his  own  electorate  and  tho 
largest  centre  in  Marlborough  was  being  pro- 
moted as  a  private  Bill,  and  on  making  in- 
quiries he  found  that  on  the  8th  July  the  first 
notice  was  given  of  the  intention  of  tho  pro- 
moters to  introduce  the  Bill.  He  immediately 
put  himself  in  communication  with  those  he 
thought  likely  to  have  a  knowledge  of  tho  mat- 
ter, and  received  intimations  from  Blenheim 
that  tho  Bill  was  very  distasteful.  Ho  could 
not  understand  the  reason  why  it  was  intro- 
duced, and  certainly  saw  no  reason  why  tliere 
should  bo  such  extraordinary  haste  in  the 
matter.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  first 
notice  appeared,  which  was  on  the  Sth  July, 
the  Borough  Council  of  Blenheim  met.  The 
meeting  was  on  the  13th,  so  that  tho  House 
would  see  that  there  was  no  undue  delay.  Tho 
Council  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  ask- 
ing him  to  oppose  tho  Bill  at  every  stage,  and 
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to  inquire  how  it  was  that  the  Standing  Orders 
had  been  set  aside  in  this  case,  none  of  them, 
apparently,  having  been  complied  with.  He 
had  received  the  Mayor's  telegram  conveying 
this  on  the  14th  July,  and  immediately  waited 
on  the  Examiner  of  Standing  Orders  on  Pri- 
vate Bills,  and  also  wrote  a  letter,  to  make 
sure  that  there  should  be  no  mistake,  and  with 
it  forwarded  the  original  telegram  from  the 
Mayor.  He  received  an  intimation  from  the 
Examiner,  and  then  for  the  first  time  it  came 
to  his  knowledge  that  there  had  been  some 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Bills 
previously  on  this  subject.  He  thought  it 
extra.ordinary  that  the  member  for  the  district 
80  much  affected  should  have  no  knowledge  of 
this  matter,  and  he  went  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Private  Bills  Committee  on  the  15th  July,  and 
there  asked  the  Examiner  if  he  would  read  the 
telegram  and  his  (Mr.  Dodson's)  letter,  and 
stated  generally  what  his  position  was  as  to  the 
Bill;  and  he  was  very  much  surprised,  because 
it  came  to  him  as  a  new  revelation,  that  a 
member  of  the  House  could  not  appear  before 
the  Committee  and  give  evidence  with  refer- 
ence to  a  subject  greatly  affecting  his  district. 
But  he  was  informed  that  he  hod  no  posi- 
tion there,  and  that  the  first  step  to  be  taken 
before  he  could  have  a  position  before  the 
Committee  would  be  to  present  a  memorial 
and  petition  from  the  Borough  Council  op- 
posing the  Bill.  He  took  the  precaution  to 
have  the  telegrams  and  letters  in  his  posses- 
sion on  the  subject  read  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  notice  given  that  the  Bill  would  be 
opposed  at  every  stage,  as  being  injurious  and 
distasteful  to  the  people  affected ;  and  he  then 
left  the  Committee.  He  did  not  blame  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  who  were  older 
members  of  the  House  than  himself,  and  no 
doubt  acted  in  strict  accordance  with  the  usual 
procedure ;  but  still  it  struck  him  as  very  ex- 
traordinary that  a  Bill  should  pass  to  that  stage 
without  the  member  for  the  district  affected 
knowing  anything  about  it ;  and  then,  a  thing 
more  extraordinary  still,  although  he  had  given 
notice  of  opposition,  and  had  laid  documents 
before  the  Committee,  and  had  stated  that  he 
was  certain  there  would  be  petitions  sent  by  the 
next  mail,  the  Committee  agreed  to  dispense 
with  the  Standing  Orders,  and  reported  ac- 
cordingly to  the  House,  without  waiting  for  the 
petitions.  Next  day  the  petitions  came,  and 
ne  sent  them  to  the  Committee ;  but  of  course 
it  was  too  late  to  affect  the  decision  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders.  He  might  read  the 
petition  of  the  Borough  Council,  as  it  very 
olearly  and  concisely  stated  the  objections  to 
the  Bill  :— 

"1.  That  a  Bill  is  before  your  honourable 
House  intituled  *  An  Act  to  enable  the  Wairau 
•Gas  Company  (Limited)  to  supply  the  Town  of 
Blenheim  with  Gas.* 

•*  2.  That  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  General 
Assembly  relative  to  private  Bills  require  that 
Buch  Bills  shall  be  initiated  by  a  petition  pre- 
sented at  the  Examiner's  office  either  before 
^e  meeting  of  Parliament  or  within  fourteen 
days  after. 

Mr.  Dodson 


"  S.  That  Parliament  this  year  met  on  tihe 
13th  day  of  May. 

*'  4.  That  the  public  notice  of  intention  to 
present  a  petition  praying  for  leave  to  intzo- 
duce  a  Bill  intituled  as  above  recited  is  daM 
the  7th  day  of  July,  1886,  or  fifty-five  days  aftar 
Parliament  met  this  year. 

"  5.  That  your  petitioners   are  aware  that 
there  is  provision  in  the  Standing  Ozdezs  \if 
which  such  Standing  Orders  as  have  not  been    i 
complied  with  may  be  dispensed  with.  | 

"  6.  That  your  petitioners  are  opposed  to  any  I 
of  the  Standing  Orders  which  may  affect  tha  I 
Bill  being  dispensed  with.  | 

"  7.  That  the  passing  of  the  said  Bill  is  in  no    | 
way  a  matter  of  urgency  requiring  the  Standiflg    I 
Orders  to  be  dispensed  with,  as  there  is  an    ' 
unexpired  arrangement  for  supplying  Blenheim 
with  gas  for  a  period  of  two  years  and  five 
months  from  this  present  date.  < 

*'  8.  That  on  the  10th  day  of  June  last  a 
public  meeting  of  the  burgesses  of  Blenheim,    i 
called  by  the  Mayor  at  the  request  of  seveial 
burgesses,  was  held  to  consider  the  Blenheim 
Gasworks  question. 

*'  9.  That,  after  discussion,  the  following  re- 
solutions were  imanimously  agreed  to:  *(1.) 
That  it  is  desirable  that  the  gasworks  for 
the  supply  of  gas  to  the  Borough  of  Blenheim 
should  be  the  property  of  the  borough.*  *  (2.) 
That  a  copy  of  the  previous  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Borough  Council,  with  a  request  that 
the  Council  take  the  necessaiy  stops  to  give 
effect  to  the  desire  of  the  burgesses  as  set  forth 
therein.' 

"  10.  That,  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  Borough 
Council,  held  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1886,  to 
consider  the  foregoing  resolutions,  they  were 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  a  resolution  passed 
that  all  necessary  steps  be  token  to  give  effect 
to  the  same. 

'*  11.  That  the  Borough  Council  is  now  taking 
the  necessary  steps  to  place  the  burgesses  in 
the  position  of  supplying  gas  to  the  Borough  of 
Blenheim  from  works  to  be  owned  by  ^am- 
selves. 

*'  12.  That  if  the  Bill  above  named  be  parsed 
great  trouble  and  expense  may  be  inflicted  on 
the  burgesses,  inasmuch  as,  under  section  292 
of  *  The  Municipal  Corjsorations  Act,  1876,*  it 
may  become  necessary,  in  carrying  out  the  de- 
termination of  the  burgesses  to  establish  gas- 
works of  their  own,  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
a  special  Act  in  that  behalf. 

*'  18.  That,  as  the  burgesses  of  Blenheim  de- 
sire to  supply  themselves  with  gas  from  their 
own  works,  and  to  have  the  sole  right  of  break- 
ng  up  streets,  and  other  powers  necessaiy  in 
connection  with  such  works,  and  also  to  have 
for  themselves  any  profits  and  advantages  aias- 
ing  from  gas  which  they  are  to  use  and  pay  for, 
your  petitioners  beg  to  submit  that  for  yoor 
honourable  House  to  grant  such  powers  and 
advantages  to  any  other  person  or  company 
would  be  manifestly  unjust. 

"Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray 
that  your  honourable  House  will  on  no  account 
pass  the  said  Bill ;  and  your  petitioners  further 
pray  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  oounflel, 
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sgentB,  and  finesses.    And  your  petitioners, 
as  in  dnty  bound,  will  eTer  pray,  &o." 

It  was  not  necessaxy  to  say  more  upon  that 
point,  as  the  matt-er  was  stated  very  plainly  in 
the  petition ;  but  he  would  like  to  refer  to  the 
a^raement  t^at  had  been  made  between  the 
proprietor  of  these  gasworks  and  the  Gorpora- 
ticm.  It  was  a  six  years'  agreement,  with  two 
and  a  half  years  yet  to  run.  No  one  in  Blen- 
heim had  desired  to  put  the  slightest  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  proprietor.  On  the  contrary, 
they  had  given  him  every  facility,  and  ho  was 
not  aware  that  the  proprietor  had  ever  made 
any  complaint  that  the  people  of  the  town,  or 
the  Corporation,  had  ever  thrown  difficulties  in 
his  way.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Corporation 
had  had  grave  grounds  of  complaint  owing  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  streets  had  been  cut 
up.  However,  they  were  not  desirous  to  push 
those  complaints,  but  were  willing  to  put  up 
with  the  inconvenience  rather  than  in  any  way 
intofere  with  tiie  agreement.  He  might  also 
say  that  the  Town  of  Blenheim  was  rapidly 
ioereasing  both  in  population  and  in  material 
WMlth.  During  the  last  three  years  the  popu- 
lation had  increased  from  2,100  to  8,095,  so 
that  it  had  now  more  population  than  either 
New  Plymouth  or  Hokitika ;  and  a  town  of  such 
'  importance  should  be  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideiation  at  the  hands  of  the  House.  In  the 
I  period  the  rateable  value  had  increased 


I      from  £253,879  to  £890,000.   That  was  a  material 
increase ;  and  a  town  of  that  size,  so  increasing, 
i      mi^t,  he  thought,  be  left  alone  to  manage  its 
own  akfiairs  in  its  own  way  without  interference 
by  the  House  or  by  such  a  measure  as  that 
which  was  now  before  the  House.    The  Gor- 
poxfttion  was   one   of   the    earliest   that  had 
been  formed  in  the  colony,  and  it  had  managed 
its  affairs  with  such  judicious  carefulness  and 
pzopriety  that  it  was  quite  on  a  level  in  these 
respects  with  any  Corporation  in  New  Zealand. 
The  town  had  been  curiously  situated.    It  had 
always  this  difficulty  to  contend  with  :  that  it 
I       was  liable  to  floods.     Despite  this  difficulty, 
'       however,  the  town  had  managed  its  affairs  so 
well  and  with  such  care  that  the  Corporation 
had  incurred  no   debt.    It  had  alwaya    con- 
tented itself  with  raising  its  own  money  and 
I       spending  it,  and  therefore  it  was  perfectly  free 
\       A  debt.    It  was  true  that  a  sum  of  £3,000 
had  lately  been  raised,  but  that  was  for  spe- 
cific works,  and  it  was  not  yet  spent.    One  or 
two  members  had  told  him  that  day  that  this 
BQl  was  similar  to  other  Bills  of  the  same 
character  which  had  been  passed ;  and  he  was 
refened  to  one  passed  this  session — the  Pitono 
Gas  Bill.    On  comparing  that  Bill  with  the 
I       one  now  before  them,  it  was  singular  to  note 
I        that  the  two  Bills  ran  very  closely  together,  so 
i       closely  that  the  only  change  was  the  change  of 
I       name  of  the  localities,  but  with  one  important 
!       clifierence,  which  he  would  point  out.    In  the 
I        Pitone  Bill  there  was  a  clause — numbered  47 — 
which  was  very  important,  and  bore  directly  on 
I       the  groimds  of  the  opposition  that  he  was  ofler- 
ing  to  this  Bill.    The  clause  was  as  follows : — 
"Either  of  the  Town  Boards  or  other  the 
^<^  0£  corporate  bodies  for  the  time  being 


exercising  authority  in  place  thereof  over  the 
Townships  of  the  Hutt  or  Pitone  may,  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  purchase  from  the  company 
the  gasworks  of  the  company  on  giving  to  the 
company  twelve  months'  previous  notice  of  an 
intention  to  so  purchase.  The  amount  of  pur- 
chase-money, and  the  terms  of  purchase,  shall 
be  determined  by  an  arbitration  between  the 
company  and  the  Town  Board,  local  or  cor- 
porate body,  giving  such  notice  in  the  usual 
manner  of  arbitrations  between  private  indi- 
viduals." 

That  was  the  only  clause  which  had  been 
left  out  of  this  Bill.  Why  it  had  been  left  out 
it  was  for  the  House  to  determine.  Perhaps  it 
was  one  of  the  consequences  of  the  unseemly 
haste  which  had  been  exhibited  in  pushing  on 
this  meetsure.  However,  the  clause  was  left 
out,  and  the  result  was  that  the  people  of 
Blenheim  would  have  no  right  to  take  over 
those  works,  as  in  the  case  of  Pitone,  at  a 
valuation  or  on  arbitration,  or  in  any  way  of 
that  kind.  They  were,  on  the  contrary,  to  be 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  this  private  company 
or  this  private  person ;  and  so  a  monopoly  was 
to  be  continued  for  all  time,  and  the  burgesses 
of  Blenheim  were  to  be  charged  just  what  the 
monopolists  pleased  for  gas.  How  that  had 
worked  in  the  past  might  be  inferred  from  the 
prices  that  they  were  compelled  to  pay  the  pro- 
prietor. The  price  charged  was  17s.  6d.  per  thou- 
sand feet,  to  be  reduced  for  lighting  purposes 
to  15s.,  and  for  heating  purposes  to  128.  6d. ; 
so  that  the  people  in  Blenheim  were  at  a  great 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  those  living  in 
towns  not  very  much  larger,  where  the  charge 
was  only  9s.  or  10s.  or  lis.  per  thousand.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  town  was  justified 
in  objecting  to  this  Bill,  and  that  he  was 
warranted  in  the  course  ho  was  adopting  in  the 
matter.  He  had  been  told  by  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Ministry  that  it  was  a  most  unusual 
thing  to  oppose  the  Bill  at  this  stage  :  and  the 
mover, — who,  by  the  way,  knew  nothing  about 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  effoct  the  Bill 
would  have, — in  moving  the  second  readinpf  of 
the  Bill,  had  treated  the  matter  a:>  being 
purely  a  formal  affair,  and  had  stated  that,  if 
there  was  to  be  any  opposition,  it  should  be 
brought  forward  before  the  Private  Bills  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  Bill  must  bo  sent.  May, 
however,  entirely  supported  the  course  taken 
in  offering  opposition  to  the  Bill  at  this  stage. 
That  authority  said,  on  page  779,  '*  The  second 
reading  corresponds  with  the  same  stage  in 
other  Bills,  and  in  agreeing  to  it  the  House 
affirms  the  general  principle  and  expediency 
of  the  measure."  Again,  on  the  same  page, 
*•  Where,  irrespective  of  such  facts,  the  prin- 
ciple is  objectionable,  the  House  will  not  con- 
sent to  the  second  reading."  Again,  on  page 
800,  "If  the  Bill  be  opposed  upon  its  prin- 
ciple, it  is  the  proper  time  for  attempting  its 
defeat."  That  was  exactly  what  he  was  going 
to  do,  if  he  could  —  namely,  to  defeat  the 
Bill.  There  were  very  good  reasons  why  the 
people  of  Blenheim  did  not  want  to  bo  handed 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  any  one,  giving 
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him  a  right  to  open  tho  streets  at  any  time 
he  might  please,  for  it  was  most  dangerous  to 
give  any  one  power  to  open  the  Ptreets  in- 
dependently of  the  town  authorities.  The 
people  were  opposed  to  this  Bill  simply  on 
public  grounds,  and  not  from  any  desire  to 
push  the  proprietor  of  the  works  into  a  comer, 
as  had  been  suggested.  In  fact,  he  might  say 
that,  as  there  was  so  much  feeling  on  the 
matter,  he  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  visit 
Blenheim  last  week,  in  order  to  fmd  out  for 
himself  what  it  was  that  the  people  meant, 
and  whether  they  were  sincere  in  their  oppo- 
sition, or  whether  they  were  trying  to  get  tho 
proprietor  into  a  comer,  or  to  make  him  come 
to  terms;  but  ho  must  nay  that  ho  never 
heard  a  word  from  the  Mayor  or  Councillors 
or  inhabitants  which  would  indicate  that  they 
had  the  slightest  desire  to  take  any  a<lvan- 
tage  of  Mr.  Pritchard.  On  tho  other  hand, 
they  were  verj'  desirous  that  he  should  re- 
ceive the  fullest  consideration.  They  were 
quite  willing  to  purchase  ;  but  tho  purchase 
mu.st  take  place  under  some  sort  of  valuation, 
because  tho  borough  could  not  be  expected 
to  give  any  price  that  might  be  asked.  It  was 
not  reasonable  that  they  sliould  be  expected 
to  do  so.  To  show  what  sort  of  a  price  would 
very  probably  be  asked,  he  might  mention  that 
when  he  was  Mayor  of  I^k.nhciiii,  three  years 
ago,  the  propriety  of  the  purchase  of  these 
works  by  the  borough  was  decided  upon  by  tho 
Council  and  himself,  aud  he  endeavoured  to 
negotiate  with  Mr.  Hutcheson,  who  was  then 
tho  owner.  Ho  theji  asked  £10,C00  for  tho 
works ;  but  inquiries  showed  that  tho  plant  was 
only  v.'orth  about  £6,000.  Not  wishing  to  drive 
too  haid  a  bargain,  he  was  prepared  to  givo 
£8,000 ;  but  the  ratepayers  had  taken  umbrage 
at  the  sum  of  £10,000  being  asked,  and  no  pur- 
chase was  made.  If  they  could  have  obtained 
tho  works  for  £8,000  the  purchase  would 
have  been  made.  Since  that  time  no  great 
extension  had  taken  place,  and  thero  had  been 
some  little  wear  and  tear.  Tho  present  pro- 
prietor became  tho  sole  purchaser  of  tho  plant, 
and  the  price  now  asked  for  was  no  less  than 
£14,000.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  that 
was  too  high.  Personally,  he  knew  nothing 
respecting  its  value,  but  it  did  seem  a  very 
large  price  for  a  small  plant  liko  that  in  Blen- 
heim. If  the  proprietor  thought  the  works 
worth  £14,000  now,  he  (Mr.  Dodson)  was  certain 
that,  if  the  Bill  passed,  tliey  would  bo  worth 
£4,000  more,  for  it  would  give  him  a  monopoly  ; 
and,  as  the  tov/n  was  peculiarly  situated,  and 
the  people  were  desirous  of  having  tho  sole 
right  to  open  up  their  own  streets,  ho  was  sure 
that  the  proprietor  had  oul}'  to  ai-k  for  JL:1S,CK)0 
and  it  must  bo  given,  for  sooner  or  later  the 
Corporation  would  have  to  buy  the  works,  at 
any  price.  He  therefore  thought  the  House 
would  Hce  the  reasonableness  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  tlie  measure,  and  tho  rtnisonableness 
of  the  course  ho  was  taking  in  opposing  the 
%i'(<)i\d  n.afiiijg,  although  that  course  might  bo 
w ^u\i'.'w\\iit  unusual.  It  had  been  said,  in  con- 
r\t  '-UfTi  v.'ith  thin,  that  tho  proper  time  to  oppose 
(h  i'ill  wan  uiicn  it  v.as  before  the  Committee 
%1r.  Dofhon 


— that  the  second  reading  might  safely  go,  and 
then  it  would  be  sent  to   the  Committee  d 
Selection  to  deal  with  as  a  private  Bill,  and  to 
take  the  matters  he  had  referred  to  into  ooo- 
sideration,  so  that,  if  there  were  reasons  wlij 
the  Bill  should  not  be  thrust  upon  the  town, 
those  reasons  would  be  dealt  with.    As  he  hid 
pointed  out,  however,  the  people  of  Blenheim 
were  anxious  to  keep  within  the  m&ik,  and 
to  borrow  no  more  money  than   they  could 
help ;    and,    that   being   so,    they  were  care- 
ful  how   they  spent   their  money.      Now,  if 
the  Bill  were  read  a  second  time,  and  went  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Bills,  this  would  tab 
place  :  They  would  have  to  get  evidence  fica 
Blenheim ;  and,  knowing  very  well  the  astute- 
ness of  the  legal  gentleman  in  charge  of  tha 
Bill,  he  would  not  meet  him  before  the  Com- 
mittee, but  must  go  armed  with  legal  ability 
equal  to  his  own.     He  would  not  assume  the 
responsibility  of  acting  otherwise.    Having  to 
get  evidence,  and  to  employ  kgaJ  talent,  the 
result,  he  need  not  tell  the  House,  would  be  a 
heavy  bill  of  costs,  and  that  cost  ought  not  to 
be  inflicted  upon  a  community  that  had  done 
nothing  to  deserve  it.    The  Bill  was  simply 
designed  for  tho  aggrandizement  of  a  private 
individual,  who  already  had  the  community 
sufficiently  at  his  mercy.      He  (Mr.  Dodson) 
had  been  told  that  there  were  reasons  for  this 
Bill,  and  that  tho  proprietor  hp-d  represented 
that   he   had   been   somewhat   unfairly  dealt 
with.     It  had  been  alleged  that  the  Corpoia- 
tion  of  Blenheim,  by  resolution,  did  agree  to 
extend  the  agreement  for  a  number  of  yean; 
that,  in  consequence,  the  proprietor  expended  a 
considerable  sum ;  and  that,  w^hen  he  had  com- 
menced to  spend  the  money,  the  Coipontion 
rescinded  the  resolution.    If  that  were  true,  it 
would  be  a  very  unfortunate  position  for  the 
town  to    have  placed  itself  in;    but  he  was 
pleased  to  say  that  it  was  not  tme.    What  was 
done  was  this  :  In  Fobmary  last  the  proprietor's 
agent  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Council  asking  for  an 
extension  of  his  agreement.    The  letter  was  a 
very  plausible  one,  cmd  admitted,  practically, 
that  the  town  had  cause  to  complain  of  the  way 
in  which   tho  footpaths  had  been  broken  up. 
Thero  was,  ho  might  say,  this   extraordinazy 
thing  done  under  the  agreement,  which  it  was 
never  expected  would   bo  done.      Power  was 
given  to  break  up  the  streets,  as  required,  to  lay 
down  the  pipes ;   but,  instead  of  laying  down 
the  mains  on  the  water-tables  or  the  centres 
of   the  streets,   in  every  single   instance  the 
mains  had  been  laid  through  the  footpaths. 
The  footpaths  were  broken  up  in  the  middle, 
and  by  the  time  tlie  footpatlis  got  into  good 
order  again  they  were  again  broken  up.    There 
had  no  doubt  been  an  oversij^ht  in  the  agree- 
ment, and  he  did  not  blame  tho  proprietor  of 
the  works,  who  no  doubt  was  acting  within  the 
four  corners  of  the  agreement.     The  footpaths 
were  raised,  and  afforded  the  most  ready  means 
of  laying  down  the  mains,  and  they  were  so 
laid  simply  to  save  tho  proprietor  money.   In 
the  letter  referred  to  it  was  stated  that  in  this 
respect  the  proprietor  was  prepared  to  observe 
more  care  than  had  been  previously  exercised. 


1886.] 


Wairau 


[HOUSE.] 


Gas  Bill 


127 


It  also  contained  this  important  passage,  which 
he  would  quote,  to  show  that  there  was  some 
justification  for  the  memhers  of  the  Council 
thinking  that  it  was  not  an  unreasonable  thing 
to  give  a  further  extension  of  time.    The  letter 
-eontained  this  clause:  "Mr.  Pritchard does  not 
desire  to  have  the  sole  right  of  opening  streets 
for  gas-supplying  purposes.    He  is  quite  willing 
to  take  his  chance  of  tho  Corporation  or  pri- 
vate individuals  starting  gasworks  hereafter." 
17ow,  there  was  a  frankness  about  that.    Ho 
-said  that  he  did  not  want  a  monopoly — give 
him  an  extension  of  time,  and  then  if  they 
chose  to  erect  gasworks  themselves  ho  would 
not  object,  and  would  not  object  to  other  per- 
sons   starting  gasworks    there.     If  this   Bill 
passed  it  would  be  impossible  to  erect  other 
gasworks  there,  because  it  was  very  unlikely 
the  burgesses  would  allow  the  Corporation  to 
xmdertake    the   erection  of   gasworks   in   op- 
position to  works  already  established.     There 
was  therefore  some  reason  for  the  resolution 
passing  as  it  did ;  but  as  to  its  leading  tho  pro- 
prietor to  undertake  certain  works,  and  then 
being  rescinded,  he  would  state  the  facts.    He 
would  quote  from  the  local  paper,  the  Marl- 
loTxmgh  Express.    The  resolution  agreeing  to 
the  extension,  in  answer  to  the  letter,  ran  as 
follows :  "  That  an  extension  of  the  concessions 
for  opening  streets  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
down  gas-mains  be  granted  to  the  proprietor  of 
the  gasworks  in  terms  of  Mr.  iMuir  the  man- 
ager's letter."    That  was  passed  at  a  meeting  on 
the  19th  February ;  and  at  tho  same  meeting, 
hefore  the  Council  separated,  notice  of  motion 
was  tabled  that  at  the  next  meeting  they  would 
challenge  this  resolution,  and  move  to  rescind 
it.    One  of  the  Councillors  present  gave  this 
notice  of  motion :  *'  I  give  notice  of  motion  at 
the  next  ordinary  meeting  to  revoke  the  de- 
cision of   the    Council   to-night  re   gasworks 
concessions."    Could  any  one  contend  that  the 
proprietor,  seeing  the  decision  was  come  to  on 
a  mere  resolution  of  the  Council  which  ha.d 
been  challenged  the  same  evening,  had  a  right 
to  proceed  to  construct  expensive  works,  and 
then  to  complain  that  he  had  been  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  by  the  resolution  being  passed? 
That  was  certainly  not  a  justifiable  cause  of 
complaint.     The  resolution  come  to  in  favour 
oC  granting  the  concessions  was  only  carried  by 
five  to  four — a  majority  of  one.     The  motion 
rescinding  that  resolution  was    carried  in  a 
fuller  Council.     He  might  say  that  the  Mayor 
of  Blenheim  was  not  present  at  the  meeting 
when  the  original  resolution  was  passed ;  but 
he  was  present  when  the  rescinding  motion 
came  on,  on  the  20th  March.    The  Mayor  then 
nsed  these  words :  "  Had  he  been  present  he 
would  have  given  his  vote  and   casting-vote 
against  the  concession  which  Councillor  Bilcy 
now   sought   to    revoke."     The    motion   was 
earned,  five  voting  for  it  and  three  against. 
So  strongly  did   the    Mayor   feel    upon   this 
subject  that  he  was  prepared  not  only  to  ex- 
ercise his  deliberative  vote,  but,  if  necessary, 
to  give  his  second  vote  to  prevent  so  grave  a 
blunder  being  made  as  to  grant  tho  concessions 
I     asked  fo*.    It  was  said  that  the   rescinding 


motion  was  carried  on  the  casting-vote  of  the 
Chairman :  but  nothing  of  the  kind  had  taken 
place.  There  was  a  casting-vote  given  at  that 
meeting,  but  it  was  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  ;  and  the  motion  for  rescinding  the  re- 
solution passed  at  the  previous  meeting  agree- 
ing to  the  concession  was  carried  by  five  to 
three.  It  was,  he  thought,  clearly  shown  that 
no  injustice  had  been  done,  and  no  attempt 
made  at  injustice  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
works.  He  was  aware  that  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  would  have  the  right  to  reply,  and 
he  had  therefore  gone  fully  into  the  matter. 
He  moved.  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  second  time 
that  day  month. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  had  much  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  amendment,  because  ho  sympathized 
strongly  vrtth  the  honourable  tho  mover  in 
conneotion  with  this  matter.  Ho  held  that  the 
Corporations  throughout  tho  colony  should 
have  the  sole  control  of  lighting  and  watering, 
and  by  granting  monopolies  of  this  character 
to  one  man  an  injury  was  done  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.  He  was  always  opposed  to 
such  monopolies,  and  he  hoped  that  the  honour- 
able member  would  succeed  in  his  attempt  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  tho  measure. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  not  have  spoken  had 
he  not  been  specially  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairau.  He  had  informed 
him  that  it  was  quite  unusual  that  there 
should  be  a  motion  of  this  kind  mado  on  the 
second  reading  of  a  private  Bill.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rau had  delivered  the  speech  he  had  given,  be- 
cause, if  this  was  going  to  bo  tho  case  with 
private  Bills,  they  might  as  well  abolish 
private-Bill  legislation,  and  treat  all  Bills  as 
public  Bills.  This  was  entirely  out  of  prece- 
dent. Ho  did  not  say  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  within  his  right.  Of  course  he 
was  within  his  right,  and  such  a  thing  might 
bo  done  on  rare  occasions ;  but  ib  was,  he  sub- 
mitted, wrong  to  discuss  private  Bills  as  thoy 
would  public  Bills,  and  discuss  special  features 
in  them.  Ho  would  give  the  lion  curable  mem- 
ber the  views  of  ono  of  tho  ablest  authorities 
on  the  subject  —  namely,  Sir  W.  Anson.  He 
would  read  ono  or  two  extracts  to  show  that  a 
private  Bill  was  quite  different  from  a  public 
Bill.  It  was  of  a  judicial  character,  and  the 
Parliament,  in  order  to  perform  its  judicial 
functions,  appointed  Committees  for  the  pur- 
pose. Ref?arding  the  second  reading  of  a  pri- 
vate Bill,  Sir  W.  Anaon  said, — 

"  It  is  then  read  a  second  time ;  and  here,  if 
at  all,  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill  is  dis- 
cussed in  the  House.  But  the  effect  of  a 
second  reading  is  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
public  Bill,  to  affirm  the  principle  of  the  Bill — 
it  merely  indicates  that  the  Bill  contains  no 
obviously-objectionable  features." 

And  again, — 

*'The  Committee-stage  is  tho  really  interest- 
ing and  exciting  part  of  the  career  of  a  private 
Bill,  for  there  the  judicial  aspect  of  tho  House 
in  its  dealings  with  these  measures  is  brought 
into  strong  light :  and  it  appears  in  a  judicial 
character,  not,  as  in  the  preliminary  stages  <sM 
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the  Bill,  to  insuro  compliance  with  forms  of 
procedure,  but  to  hear  a  keen  and  animated 
contest  upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  conducted 
by  counsel  for  the  promoters  and  opponents, 
and  supported  by  witnesses  examined  upon 
oath." 

If  honourable  members  were  going  to  debate 
private  Bills  in  pursuance  of  the  precedent  set 
up  by  the  honourable  member  to-day,  then  pri- 
vate-Bill legislation  would  have  to  come  to  an 
end.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Bill  was 
right  or  wrong  ;  but,  unless  it  contained  some 
obviously-objectionable  features,  it  should  be 
allowed  to  go  to  a  Committee  to  be  treated  as  a 
private  Bill.  If  the  House  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  report  of  the  Ck>mmittee  the  Bill  could 
be  rejected  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  FULTON  would  ask  the  Premier  to 
kindly  state  why  the  Standing  Orders  in  this 
case  should  have  been  dispensed  with. 

Sir.  R.  STOUT  did  not  know  anything  about 
that.  That  was  a  different  point.  It  might 
have  been  right  for  the  House  to  refuse  to  dis- 
IHjnse  with  compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  thought  he  would  dis- 
prove, in  a  few  words,  the  statement  of  the 
fionourablo  member  for  Wairau  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  had  acted  with 
extraordinary  liastc.  A  petition  with  reference 
to  this  Bill  was  duly  presented  at  the  Ex- 
aminer's Office,  and  the  Examiner  reported  that 
the  Standing  Orders  had  not  been  complied 
with.  Eventually  the  House  instructed  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  to  see 
what  was  to  bo  done  with  the  question.  The 
Committee  met,  and  all  the  members  were  pre- 
sent, with  one  exception.  After  considerable 
discussion  thoy  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  should  ask  the  House  to  dispense  with 
Standing  Orders  10  and  20.  When  he  moved 
the  suspension  of  those  two  Standing  Orders  he 
stated  distinctly  that  the  following  Standing 
Order — No.  10 — had  not  been  complied  with  : 
*'  Evorj'  private  Bill  shall  be  initiated  by  a 
petition,  which  shall  be  presented  at  the  Ex- 
aminer's Office  either  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  or  within  fourteen  days  after." 
With  reference  to  Standing  Order  20,  he  had 
pointed  out  that  notice  had  not  been  published 
in  the  Gazette.  The  promoter  explained  that, 
owing  to  certain  circumstances  which  had  taken 
place  in  Blenheim,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
comply  with  the  Standing  Orders.  The  Com- 
mittee therefore  considered  that  it  would  be 
right  to  ask  the  House  to  suspend  those  two 
Standing  Orders,  in  order  that  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  might  bring  it  forward.  When  the 
House  consented  to  suspend  those  Standing 
Orders,  the  Committee  unanimously  decided 
that  they  should  not  allow  any  further  consi- 
deration of  the  question  to  take  place  until  nine 
days  after,  in  order  that  thoy  could  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  notice  had  been  published 
in  the  Gazette^  and  also  that  notice  had  been 
published  in  the  local  papers  of  Blenheim. 
They — the  Committee — said  if  that  were  done 
they  would  allow  the  Bill  to  go  on,  but  they  did 
not  in  any  way  say  that  the  Bill  would  become 
Sir  B.  Stout 


law,  or  tha".  no  opposition  'would  be  offered  tH 
it.  On  th.tt  occasion  the  honourable  mi  mlwflj 
for  Wainui  lid  attend;  but,  seeing  that  it ^ij 
merely  a  d  liberative  meeting,  he  was  aikifl 
by  the  Chatnnan  to  retire.  The  hononnbbi^l 
member  for  Wairau,  in  reading  an  extract  froa 
May,  stoppo.l  short  just  where  he  should  liaimj 
gone  on,  wm  n  he  would  have  seen  that  tln^ 
conduct  of  the  Committee  was  quite  rii^i^ 
The  passaj^'o  in  May  was  as  follows: — 

»'  The  s.  contl  reading  corresponds  with  tihm 
same  stn^e  in  other  Bills,  and  in  agreeing  feft 
it  the  Ilonsu  affirms  the  general  principle  or 
expediency  (^f  the  measure.  There  is,  bow 
ever,  a  di^tinciion  between  the  second  readii^ 
of  a  public  anl  of  a  private  Bill  which  shonla 
not  bo  ovcrlo.'kod.  A  public  Bill  being  founded 
on  reoKons  of  St  ate  policy,  the  House,  in  agree- 
ing to  its  siconl  reading,  accepts  and  aflinnc 
those  reasons ;  hjit,  the  expediency  of  a  privatm  \ 
Bill  hebifj  viainhj  founded  upon  allegatimis  qf  \ 
fact  whi(;h  lia\c  not  yet  been  proved,  tM 
House,  in  a-^rocing  to  its  second  reading 
affirms  tho  ])rinciple  of  the  Bill  condiiwnoMijf, 
and  sub: vet  to  the  proof  of  such  allegatiaiu 
before  the  Committee.** 

The  ho!iourable  gentleman  had  taken  an  ex- 
traordinary course  in  endeavouring  to  stop  tha 
second  rea«lini;.  He  (Mr.  Hamlin)  did  not  wish 
to  commit  himself  to  the  Bill.  Until  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  met  and  told  off  a  Commit- 
tee to  try  the  Bill  it  was  unfair  to  bring  the 
whole  ni'oasuro  licre,  because  the  possibility  was 
that,  wlion  tlie  Committee  was  chosen,  it  might, 
in  accordance  witli  tlie  Standing  Orders,  throw 
the  Bill  out;  and  if  this  were  done  the  time 
they  had  already  taken  up  in  attempting  to 
discuss  the  measure  at  the  present  time  would 
bo  wasted. 

^Ir.  BRUCE  Raid  that,  after  listening  to  the 
speech  of  the  Premier,  he  would  feel  bound  to 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
Tlio  authority  quoted  implied  that  a  Bill 
should  he  passtxl  on  its  second  reading  if  it  had 
no  obviously-objectionable  features.  Kow,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairau  had  shown  that 
this  Bill  had  obviously-objectionable  features, 
as  it  would  give  a  hard-and-fast  monopoly ;  and 
he  would  therefore  vote  against  the  second 
reading;. 

Mr.  SA^IUETj  hoped  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairau  would  withdraw  his  , 
amendment.  After  the  lucid  explanation  given 
by  the  Premier,  and  the  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  nieniher  for  Franklin  South,  they 
must  bo  convinced  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
test  the  quei^^tion  now  whether  the  Bill  should 
pass  or  not.  It  sliould  go  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, where  evidence  would  be  taken  and 
counsel  heard  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  TURNBLLL  thought  the  House  should 
be  much  more  careful  in  future  about  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders.  If  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  had  been  complied  with  they  would 
not  have  boon  in  this  difficulty.  However, 
after  the  explanations  that  had  been  given  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau 
would  witlidraw  his  amendment.  There  was 
no  doubt  tho  honourable  gentleman  had  fully 
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jostified  the  action  he  had  taken;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  take  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plvmouth. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairau  was  present  when  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  was  moved. 
That  would  have  been  the  time  to  raise  his 
¥oice.  \VTien  the  Bill  came  before  them  for 
second  reading  it  was  only  a  stage  on  its  way 
to  a  Committee  which  could  inquire  into  the 
merits  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be 
better  now  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  before  the 
Committee,  and  he  trusted  that  his  honourable 
friend  would  not  think  that  those  who  voted 
against  his  amendment  did  not  pay  sufficient 
attention  to  his  arguments,  because  he  himself 
at  the  present  moment  considered  this  was  a 
d&ngerous  Bill ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  wished 
the  pros  and  catis  to  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mit U:e. 

Mr.  J.  W,  THO^ISON  said  the  course  taken 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau  was  not 
altogether  without  precedent.    May,  referring 
to  the  second  reading  of  a  private  Bill,  said, 
"  If  the  second  reading  be  deferred  for  three  or 
fix  months,  or  if  the  Bill  be  rejected,  no  new 
Bill  with  the  same  object  can  be  offered  until 
the  next  session."    It  therefore  appeared  that 
is  was  not  unusual  to  defer  the  second  read- 
ing of  a   Bill   of   that  kind  for  three  or  six 
months.    That  was  exactly  what  the  honour- 
able member  desired  —  namely,  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  that  day  month.     The 
Premier  stated  that  the  second  reading  of  a 
Bill  was  an  admission  that  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  anything  obviously  objectionable  in  the 
■  BilL    There  were  objectionable  features  in  this 
BilL    One  objectionable  feature  was,  as  had 
been  stated,  that  it  was  going  to  give  a  mono- 
poly.   Another  objectionable  feature  was  that 
thfi  borough  was  not  to  have   any  power  of 
pQTCiiasing    these  gasworks.      The  thing  that 
weighed  with  him  above  all  others  was  this : 
the  great  expense  to  which  the  municipality 
WM  to  be  put,  without  any  good  reason  being 
given.    On   that  ground    he  thought  it   very 
undesirable  that  the  House  should  read  the 
Bill  a  second   time.     He  was   informed  that 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  would  cost  the  borough 
£200  or  £:300.    He    was   also   told    that   the 
borough  itself  was  very  much  opposed  to  the 
Bill.    That,  ho  thought,  should  weigh  with  the 
House  in  deferring  the  second  reading. 
I      Mr.  HI  SLOP  said  those  who  were  opposed 
'   to  the  Bill  on  proper  grounds  were  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  consideration  as  they  would 
I    receive  in  a  Court  of  justice.    He  hoped,  there- 
\    fore,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  at 
once  withdraw   his  opposition  to   the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  allow  the  matter  to 
I   go  before  the  Committee  constituted  for  the 
I   purpose.    After  the  remarks  of  the  Premier  he 
thought  the  House  would  see  the  expediency 
I   of  adopting  the   advice  he  gave,  because,   al- 
I   though  it  concerned  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
that  day,  it  might  be  the  turn  of  other  honour- 
able members  on  other  occasions  to  have  similar 
objections  taken  against  them.    The  honour- 
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able  member  for  Clutha  ought  to  know  that  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill  would  not  put  himself  to 
the  expense  of  coming  to  the  House  and  run- 
ning the  risks  he  did  unless  he  knew  he  had  a 
very  good  case  to  appeal  to  the  House  upon. 
With  regard  to  the  principle  of  opposing  a 
Bill  on  the  second  reading,  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  find,  on  reference 
to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
the  private  Bills  ho  had  referred  to  were  Bills 
whose  principles  were  objected  to  by  the  House. 
How  could  it  be  said  that  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  was  objected  to  by  the  House,  when  already 
this  session  similar  Bills  had  been  passed  ? 
The  only  objection  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairau  was  a  Committco  amend- 
ment, which,  he  (Mr.  Hislop]  had  authority  to 
say,  would  be  considered  oy  the  promoter, 
and  every  attempt  would  be  made  to  have  a 
provision  put  in  the  Bill  which  would  suit 
both  parties.  As  to  the  assertion  that  the  Bill 
would  confer  a  monopoly,  the  Bill  gave  the  pro- 
moter no  riglits  additional  to  what  he  already 
possessed,  except  the  security  which  an  Act  of 
Parliament  gave  him — the  additional  conveni- 
ence which  arose  from  special  legislation. 
There  was  no  monopoly  at  all.  The  following 
was  part  of  the  agreement,  and  the  promoter 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  its  being  incor- 
porated in  the  Bill : — 

**  The  Council  reserves  to  itself  tlio  riglit  to 
grant  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  hody  or 
bodies,  after  the  expiration  of  six  years  from  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1883,  powers  and  privileges 
with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  gasworks 
similar  to  or  greater  than  those  hereby  granted 
to  the  contractor:  Provided  that,  in  case  the 
Council  sliall  at  any  time  exercise  its  right 
under  this  clause,  it  will  nob  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with,  and  will  prevent  all  interference  by, 
its  grantee  or  grantees  with  the  present  con- 
tractor's w(^rks  and  Jiis  right  to  use  the  samo 
for  the  supply  of  gas  to  such  consumers  as  he 
may  have  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term 
of  six  years." 

Under  the  present  agreement  the  promoter 
had  the  power  to  lay  as  many  pipes  as  he 
pleased  during  the  tenn  of  six  years  from 
January,  18S3,  and  after  that  ho  had  full  power 
to  work  them.  The  Bill  conferred  on  him  no 
greater  power.  Under  the  Municipal  Coipora- 
tions  Act  the  Corporation  had  power  to  H})ply 
to  the  House  for  special  provisions  in  or<ler  to 
erect  gasworks  of  their  own.  Ho  thouglit  it 
would  bo  against  all  justice  to  force  the  pro- 
moter to  sell  to  the  Borough  Council.  Tho 
very  fact  that  the  Council  had  altered  its  mind 
within  so  short  a  period  as  stated  showed 
that  tho  promoter  was  entitled  to  have  his 
rights  placed  on  a  more  substantial  basis  than 
they  were  on  at  the  present  time.  It  would  be 
more  consonant  with  tho  usual  practice  of  the 
House,  and  more  consistent  with  its  dignity, 
that  the  discussion  on  such  matters  should  not 
take  place  in  the  House ;  but  the  Bill  should 
be  relegated  to  the  machinery  which  had  been 
framed  for  dealing  with  these  Bills. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  the  authorities  which 
had  been  cited  on  both  sides  seemed  to  poi~ 
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distinctlj  to  this :  that  the  usual  thing  to  be 
done  was  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  as  it  were,  pro  forma,  and  then  should  be 
remitted  to  a  Select  Committee ;  but  the  au- 
thorities went  further  than  that,  and  showed 
clearly  that  there  might  be  exceptional  cases, 
and  also  that  such  exceptional  cases  had  arisen. 
He  submitted  that  the  case  under  considera- 
tion was  an  exceptional  one,  and  therefore  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairau  was  clearly 
justified  in  resisting  the  Bill  at  its  present 
stage.  There  was  no  necessity  whatever  for 
the  Bill  this  session.  The  agreement  referred 
to  was  iU' force  for  two  more  years.  At  present 
the  promoter  had  not  a  monopoly,  but  he 
wi.shed  to  establish  a  monopoly,  and  also  to 
exclude  the  usual  condition — namely,  that  the 
Council  should  have  the  right  of  purchase. 
The  Bill  had  been  brought  down  at  a  very 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  the  Standing 
Orders  had  been  allowed  to  be  suspended. 
He  must  confess,  as  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders,  that  he  looked 
upon  that  Committee  as  of  very  little  use. 
He  was  not  able  to  be  present  when  this  Bill 
was  under  consideration,  as  he  was  Chairman  of 
another  Conmiittee  ;  but  he  had  been  present 
on  the  Committee  on  other  occasions,  and  his 
experience  was  that  whenever  the  Standing 
Oiders  hod  not  been  complied  with  the  House 
was  recommended  to  dispense  with  them. 
They  might  just  as  well  have  no  Committee  at 
all,  if  the  Standing  Orders  were  dispensed  with 
in  that  way.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairau  was  prevented  from 
boon  present  when  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  this  Bill  came  down  to  the 
House,  or  he  would  have  opx)osed  it  then.  He 
could  confirm  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
most  of  what  he  said,  and  would  not  detain  the 
House  by  going  over  the  particulars  again  *,  but 
what  he  wished  to  point  out  was  that  the  Pre- 
mier had  not  alluded  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  exceptional  cases,  and  seemed  rather  to 
try  to  lead  the  House  to  believe  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairau  carried  his 
motion,  it  would  be  an  entirely  new  practice. 
There  need  be  no  fear  that  if  the  amendment 
were  carried  it  would  be  made  a  precedent,  for 
honourable  members,  unless  in  exceptional 
cases,  would  always  follow  the  usual  course. 
Having  shown  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  this  Bill  was  brought  in,  and  how 
it  was  iopposed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict affected,  it  would  be  infinitely  better  for 
all  parties  that  the  Bill  should  not  proceed 
further,  with  the  likelihood  of  putting  either  or 
both  parties  to  heavy  expense  by  having  to  de- 
fend their  cases  before  the  Select  Committee. 
If  the  result  were  unfavourable  to  the  Bill  it 
would  be  almost  certain  to  be  rejected ;  and, 
even  if  the  Committee  should  report  favourably 
on  it,  then  ho  thought  sufficient  grounds  could 
be  shown  in  the  House  for  rejecting  it  on  the 
third  reading.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  carried. 

Mr.  BARBON  said  this  was  a  very  simple 
matter.    The  House  might  be  doing  a  great  in- 
justice to  the  Borough  of  Blenheim  by  passing 
Mr,  ConoUy 


the  Bill  as  it  came  now  before  them.  Bal 
it  might  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to  tl» 
promoters  if  it  refused  further  inquiry.  A 
reference  to  the  Committee  could  not  pa»> 
sibly  do  any  harm,  and  the  result  of  its  in- 
quiries need  not  commit  the  House  to  the  BiH 
in  any  way.  The  Committee  was  the  beil 
means  available  for  collecting  the  evidence 
which  was  required,  and  when  that  evidenct 
was  obtained  the  House  would  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  which  it 
could  scarcely  do  now,  as  honourable  membeu 
were  really  very  much  in  the  dark  with  regud 
to  it.  He  would  therefore  vote  for  sending  tha  | 
Bill  to  the  Committee.  i 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That  : 
the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
Ayes,  26. 
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Hatch 

Richardson,  E 
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Buchanan 

Macarthur 

Trimble 

ConoUy 

McEenzie,  J. 

Tumbull 

Eraser 

McMillan 

Wakefield 

Hakuene 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Hirst,  H. 

Pearson 

Tellers, 

Hobbs 

Richardson,  G 

Dodson 

Hursthouse 

Bolleston 

Taylor. 

Johnston 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against 
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Majority  against,  1. 

Word  struck  out. 

On  the  question.  That  the  words  '*  this  day 
month  '*  be  added, 

Mr.  REESE  moved.  That  the  words  "next 
sitting-day  "  be  substituted. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  *  this  day  month '  stand  part  of  the 
question.*' 


Ayes,  28. 
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Majority  for,  2. 
Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  this 
d^j  month. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  motion  stsknd- 
ing  iu  his  name,  said  he  did  not  know  if  there 
VQJi  any  objection  to  it.  In  order  that  honour- 
able members  m.ight  be  fully  cognizant  of  the 
cfiect  of  passing  the  motion  he  would  read  the 
two  Standing  Orders : — 

"  60.  The  Committee  on  each  Bill  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint  the  day  upon  which  they 
vill  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  such  Bill, 
and  on  which  they  will  require  the  parties 
severally  promoting  or  opposing  the  same  to 
enter  appearances  ;  and  two  clear  days'  notice 
at  the  least  of  such  appointment  shall  be  given 
hj  the  Examiner  in  his  office." 

*'  76.  Every  private  Bill,  as  amended  in  Com- 
mittee, shall  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
paities  applying  for  the  same,  and  delivered  to 
the  Clerk  for  the  use  of  the  members  two  clear 
days  at  least  before  the  consideration  of  the 
Bill." 

The  sole  object  of  the  motion  was  this: 
There  were  three  private  Bills  before  one  or 
other  of  the  Houses,  and,  owing  to  the  ad- 
Tanced  stage  of  the  session,  it  was  just  pos- 
lible  that,  without  any  fault  whatever  on  the 
urt  of  the  promoters  of  these  Bills,  they  might 
Be  prevented  from  passing,  and  the  promoters 
wodd  then  lose  the  £20  or  £25  they  had  paid 
in  fees.  He  simply  moved  the  motion,  and 
left  it  to  the  House  to  say  whether  it  was  de- 
niable to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  or  not ; 
and,  of  course,  if  the  House  decided  against 
suspending  them  the  Committees  on  the  Bills 
must  adhere  strictly  to  the  Standing  Orders, 
whatever  the  consequences  might  be. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  private 
Bills  at  present  before  this  House,  Standing 
Orders  Nos.  69  and  76  of  the  Orders  relating 
to  private  Bills  be  dispensed  with  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session." — {Mr.  Hamlin.) 

Mr.  DODSON  said,  after  the  recent  illustra- 
tion of  the  evils  of  suspending  the  Standing 
Orders,  he  should  consistently  and  continuously 
oppose  all  such  suspensions.  He  did  not,  how- 
e^'er,  much  object  to  the  motion  applying  to 
unopposed  Bills,  and  would  therefore  move  an 
amendment  to  insert  the  words  "as  relating 
to  unopposed  Bills  "  after  the  words  '*  dispensed 
•with."  Opposed  Bills,  however,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  only  subject  to  the  constitu- 
ticmal  safeguards  provided  by  the  rales  of  the 


House.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  could  not  accept  the  amend- 
ment. The  three  Bills  to  which  he  hod  re- 
ferred were  the  Wellington  -  Manawatu  Kail- 
way  Bill,  the  Hutt  and  Pitone  Gas  Bill,  and 
the  Cathedral  Site  (Pamell)  Leashig  Bill.  If 
the  promoters  of  these  Bills  were  left  out  in 
the  cold,  the  onus  would  rest  on  the  shoulders 
of  those  members  who  were  unwilling  to  trust 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  on 
Private  Bills. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  one  of  the  Standing 
Orders  proposed  to  be  suspended  related  to  the 
printing  of  the  Bills,  and  the  other  to  two 
days  being  allowed  to  elapse  between  two 
stages  of  a  Bill.  Surely  the  desire  to  avoid 
the  delay  that  would  follow  from  compliance 
with  those  provisions  was  not  a  sufficient 
reason  for  suspending  the  Standing  Orders. 
He  thought  they  had  seen  and  heard  enough 
that  afternoon  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the 
suspending  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  that,  if  private 
Bills  were  prevented  from  passing  through  the 
preliminary  stages — ^which  they  had  invariably 
been  allowed  to  do  hitherto — and  this,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  owing  to  no  fault  of  the 
promoters,  the  fees  should  be  refunded.  Could 
the  motion  be  amended  to  that  effect  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  could  not. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  what  had  caused 
the  delay  in  proceeding  with  the  Bills.  Was 
it  owing  to  neglect  of  the  parties,  or  was  the 
delay  unavoidable  ? 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  it  was  not  due  to  neglect. 
The  Bills  had  been  introduced  in  the  proper 
form  and  been  proceeded  with  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders;  but,  as  it 
seemed  that  the  session  was  to  end  earlier 
than  usual,  Bills  of  much  importance  might, 
if  the  Standing  Orders  were  not  suspended,  fail 
to  be  passed  simply  through  having  to  comply 
with  <^e  formalities  imposed  by  those  Orders ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  wrong  that  the 
promoters  of  those  Bills  should  be  left  out  in 
the  cold  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  He 
had  stated  clearly  what  the  effect  of  passing 
the  motion  would  be,  and  he  therefore  thought 
honourable  members  should  understand  clearly 
the  reason  why  the  motion  was  moved. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  if  any  one  of  the  three 
Bills  was  opposed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  did  not  think  so. 

Mr.  Dodson's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

Mr.  Obmond  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port : — 

'*  Your  Committee  has  inquired  into  and 
taken  evidence  at  considerable  length  on  tho 
subjects  referred  to  them,  both  as  to  purchase 
of  building-sites  and  the  general  working  of  tho 
Government  Insurance  Association  under  tho 
present  Board. 

*•  As  regards  the  purchase  of  building-sites, 
the  Conmiittee  finds  that  properties  were  pur- 
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chased  at  Wellington  and  Dunedin  prior  to  the 
Board  coming  into  office,  and  that  a  purchase 
in  Ghristchurch  had  been  under  negotiation, 
and  was  completed  by  authority  of  the  Board  ; 
also  that  a  site  at  Auckland  was  purchased  by 
the  Board. 

"  It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  all  these 
purchases  were  made  with  the  object  of  secur- 
ing sites  for  the  erection  of  imposing  buildings, 
on  the  ground  that  such  were  necessary  to 
influence  and  promote  business. 

**  The  Wellington  purchase  was  made  from 
the  Government,  the  price  paid  being  £18,000. 
The  business  of  the  Association  at  Wellington 
is  conducted  in  a  portion  of  tlie  building,  the 
remainder  of  the  space  being  let  as  offices  to 
other  Government  departments.  The  results 
aro  estimated  to  represent  6  per  cent,  on  the 
purchase.  The  Committee  learns  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  pull  down  the  present  building, 
and  erect  in  its  place  a  structure  estimated  to 
cost  £35,000.  Plans  have  been  prepared  and 
paid  for,  and  architects  are  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing working  plans  and  specifications,  with  the 
view  of  calling  for  tenders. 

*•  The  Dunedin  purchase  was  made  in  Decem- 
ber, 1884.  The  price  paid  was  £35,500,  costs 
and  expenses  bringing  the  price  up  to  £36,029 
9s.  2d.  The  premises  have  not  been  used  by 
the  Association,  other  offices  being  rented  in 
another  part  of  Dunedin  at  a  rental  of  £75  a 
year.  Portions  of  the  premises  are  subject  to 
leases  which  have  some  years  to  run.  Some 
of  the  buildings  are  described  as  being  in  a 
dilapidated  state.  The  present  rents  return 
£2,007.  The  evidence  shows  that  to  utilize  the 
purchase  a  largo  expenditure  on  new  buildings 
will  be  required. 

••The  Ghristchurch  property  was  purchased 
from  two  different  parties,  the  larger  portion 
from  ^Ir.  ]\Ialing  for  £10,250,  and  an  adjoin- 
ing section  from  Mr.  Phillips  for "£1,500.  The 
Maling  property  has  since  been  let  to  him  for 
twenty-five  years,  at  a  rental  of  £500  per  annum 
for  five  years  and  £600  per  annum  for  twenty 
years.  It  has  been  proposed  co  build  offices 
for  the  conduct  of  the  Association's  business  on 
Mr.  Phillips's  section. 

*•  At  Auckland  a  property  was  purchased  from 
Mr.  Shera,  the  price  paid  being  £19,000.  The 
purchase  was  made  on  the  31st  March,  1885, 
and  the  buildings  have  been  unoccupied  since 
the  31st  October,  1885,  although  the  Associa- 
tion rents  other  premises  as  offices. 

*'  The  Committee  has  to  report,  in  respect  to 
those  purchases,  that  an  outlay  of  £84,779  has 
been  incurred ;  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Wellington  building,  the  premises  are  not  used 
for  offices  by  the  Association ;  that  costly  build- 
ings were  intended  to  be  constructed  on  the 
sites  ;  that  all  the  purchases  must  be  regarded 
as  having  been  made  partly  for  speculative  pur- 
poses, and  that  it  was  undesirable  the  funds  of 
the  Association  should  have  been  so  invested. 

*•  The  Committee  considers  the  erection  of 
costly  buildings,  with  the  idea  of  thereby  at- 
tracting business,  quite  unnecessary,  and  re- 
commends that  only  such  buildings  be  provided 


as  are  requisite  for  the  proper  euid  convenient 
conduct  of  the  Association's  business. 

**  The  Committee  considers  it  extremely  ad- 
visable that  any  future  purchases  of  land  or 
buildings,  and  all  salaries  of  officers,  should  bft 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  Parliament. 

"  In  respect  to  the  general  working  of  the 
Association  under  the  present  Board,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee  the  evidence  jus:i- 
fies  the  following  conclusions  : — 

••  That  the  disagreements  on  the  Board,  and 
the  publicity  given  to  these  disagreements,  hare 
acted  injuriously  to  the  interests  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

*'  That  the  working  expenses  of  the  Associa- 
tion have  been  considerably  increased,  and  that 
no  proportionate  advantage  has  accrued. 

*•  That  the  interests  of  the  policy-holders 
require  that  a  portion  of  the  funds  should  be 
invested  in  securities  yielding  a  better  return 
than  can  be  obtained  from  Government  securi- 
ties. 

•'That  canvassing  for  lives  is  necessary  to 
the  success  of  the  Association. 

••  Your  Committee  has  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  it  recommends  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  : — 

•*  That  the  present  Board  should  be  abolished. 

**  That  the  general  management  of  the  Asso- 
ciation's business  should  be  intrusted  to  an 
officer  of  high  character  and  attainments,  pos- 
sessing experience  in  the  business  of  insurance. 

••  That  the  Act  of  1874  be  re-enacted,  subject 
to  the  recommendations  of  this  Committee. 

"  That  not  less  than  one-half  of  the  funds  of 
the  Association  should  be  invested  in  Govern- 
ment securities  and  in  debentures  of  public 
bodies  in  New  Zealand  secured  by  rates. 

•'  That  the  remainder  of  the  funds  should  be 
invested  in  advances  on  policies  and  on  mort- 
gage of  freehold  properties  in  New  Zealand; 
provided  that  no  such  mortgage  shall  exceed 
£10,000,  and  the  money  lent  shall  not  exceed 
one-half  the  market- value  of  such  property. 

•'  That  all  moneys  lent  on  mortgage  should 
be  invested  in  the  various  provincial  districts^ 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  in  the  proportion  in 
which  the  same  have  been  derived  from  such 
districts,  provided  this  can  be  done  without 
loss  to  the  Association. 

••  That  applications  for  loans  not  exceeding 
£500,  secured  upon  real  property,  should  have 
priority  over  applications  for  larger  sums. 

*•  That  for  dealing  with  investments  a  special 
Board  should  be  appointed  ;  such  Board  to  con- 
sist of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  General  Manager,  the  Surveyor- 
General,  the  Property- tax  Commissioner,  and 
the  Public  Trustee. 

*•  That  no  investment  by  mortgage  or  loan 
should  be  made  without  the  unanimous  vote 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  present  at  the 
meeting  at  which  such  loan  be  considered,  and 
that  in  all  cases  the  assent  of  not  less  than 
three  members  shall  be  required. 

•*  That  canvassing  for  lives  should  be  con- 
tinued, and  that  every  encouragement  should 
bo  given  to  the  issue  of  small  policies." 

Mr.  OBMOND  asked  whether  the  Goyem- 
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in«nt  intended  to  deal  with  the  matter  this 
session,  or,  if  not,  whether  they  would  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Government 
did  intend  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  a  Bill 
would  he  introduced  at  once,  so  that  there 
would  be  a  full  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
qaestion. 

HAKNAFORD'S  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  If  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  Hannaford's  newly-invented  "iron  skeleton 
windmill  bell-tower  lighthouse ; "  and  if  he 
will  grant  Mr.  Htinnaford  clerical  assistance 
towards  making  working-plans  for  the  same? 
He  hoped  that  some  assistance  would  be  af- 
forded to  Mr.  Hannaford,  because  it  was 
possible  that  a  very  important  discovery  had 
.  been  made,  and  one  that  would  be  the  means 
of  saving  thousands  of  lives  on  these  coasts. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  Mr.  Hannaford's  discovery  or 
invention  by  a  petition  which  was  presented 
kss  year  to  the  Government.  That  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Marine  Engineer  and 
mother  officer  of  the  Marine  Department,  and 
the  report  was  adverse  to  having  anything  to 
do  with  it.  As  far  as  he  was  aware,  clerical 
assistance  had  never  been  given  to  inventors 
for  the  preparation  of  plans  or  otherwise,  and 
the  Government  did  not  think  it  at  the  present 
time  desirable  to  begin  in  that  direction. 

WHYBROW  BROTHERS. 
Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Native 
Minister,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  Half-caste  Grants  Bill 
this  session ;  and,  if  not,  whether  ho  will  in- 
clude the  grants  to  the  brothers  Whybrow  at 
Otara  in  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Bill  ?  In  asking  the  question  he  would  remind 
tile  Native  ^linister  of  the  promise  he  made 
last  session  that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
to  deal  with  this  matter ;  but,  owing  to  the  late- 
ness of  the  session,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  a 
Bill  would  not  be  introduced,  and  he  would 
like  to  get  a  favourable  reply  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session.  He 
had  hoped  that  information  would  have  been 
obtained  by  the  Royal  Commissioner  on  these 
claims,  but  he  found  he  had  to  wait  for  special 
Ifipslation.     He  did  not  propose  to  include  the 

I  matter  in  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
BUI,  bat  would  submit  it  to  the  Royal  Com- 
missioner. 

i 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
be  is  aware  that  in  the  case  of  Lowe  and  Others 

I  verms  the  Public  Trustee,  heard  in  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court  at  Westport,  judgment 

^  bag  been  recorded  against  the  Public  Trustee, 
«>  nomine ;  that  a  distress  warrant  in  the  above 

i  «*8e  has  been  issued,  and  returned  nulla  bona ; 
«id  whether  Government  will  make  provision 
*o  give  eatlsfaotion  to  the  public  in  similar 


cases  where  judgments  may  be  obtained  against 
the  Public  Trustee?  He  wished  to  explain 
that  some  time  ago  a  miner  in  the  district  he 
represented  died,  and  his  property  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee.  The  Public  Trus- 
tee sold  the  property,  and  subsequently  there 
were  some  receipts  accruing  on  the  property, 
and  the  Trustee's  agent  at  Westport  claimed 
the  amount,  although  he  had  sold  the  property 
to  the  parties  mentioned  in  the  question.  When 
the  parties  entitled  to  the  money  heard  this, 
they  claimed  the  money,  and,  not  getting  it, 
sued  the  Trustee  and  got  a  verdict  against  him ; 
but,  instead  of  getting  back  the  whole  of  the 
money  the  Trustee  had  received  wrongfully,  he 
returned  the  amount  less  expenses  he  had  been 
put  to  in  defending  the  case.  In  this  way  the 
persons  getting  the  judgment  ha,d  been  wronged 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  deprived  of  the 
money  which  was  lawfully  theirs,  and  of  the 
costs  awarded  to  them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  facts,  as  he  under- 
stood them,  were  these:  The  Public  Trustee 
was  simply  acting  as  the  administrator  of  a 
deceased  person,  and  distributed  the  money 
in  March,  1884,  according  to  an  order  of  the 
Court,  paying  the  creditors  something  like  4s. 
in  the  pound.  The  estate  was  sold  to  Lowe  and 
party,  and  there  was  a  dispute  between  the 
Trustee  and  the  purchasers  as  to  an  amount  of 
£17  Is.  lOd.  They  claimed  the  money,  and  he 
claimed  it,  and  the  Trustee,  as  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  money  belonged  to  the  estate, 
said  that,  unless  good  reason  were  shown,  he 
should  treat  it  as  belonging  to  the  estate. 
Instead  of  showing  good  reason  to  the  Trus- 
tee, these  persons  brought  an  action  for  the 
amount,  which  the  Trustee  defended,  and 
for  the  defence  two  guineas  were  paid  ;  Lowe 
and  party  obtained  judgment,  and  tlie  Trustee 
handed  to  them  the  amount  less  the  cost  of  de- 
fending the  action.  Of  course  tho  Trustee  had 
no  money  beyond  that,  and  it  would  be  a  mon- 
strous thing  to  hold  that,  if  there  were  iiiHolvent 
estates,  tho  Public  Trustee  would  have  to  make 
up  any  balance  to  the  creditoi-s.  That  would 
be  a  new  use  to  put  the  Public  Trust  Office  to. 
No  more  could  be  got  out  of  this  estate,  and 
therefore  no  more  could  bo  paid  out  of  it. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  that  the  money  was 
wrongfully  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  a  point  that  had 
been  raised  and  decided  by  law. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Judgment  was  given  against 
the  Public  Trustee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  all  the  money  there 
was  in  the  estate  had  been  handed  over  in 
satisfaction  of  the  judgment,  and,  unless  more 
money  came  to  the  estate  from  some  source, 
that  was  all  that  could  be  given. 

KAURI. 
Mr.  CAD  MAN  asked  the  Government,  If 
their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  large 
amount  of  balk  kauri  timber  now  being  ex- 
ported to  Australia,  in  order  to  save  the  Cus- 
toms duty  imposed  in  the  Australian  Colonies 
on  our  sawn  and  dressed  timber ;  and,  if  so, 
will  they  devise  some  legislation  whereby  this 
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colony  may  reap  the  benefit  of  having  our 
kauri  timber  manufactured  before  being  ex- 
ported? This  question  referred  to  kauri  timber 
only ;  because  the  export  in  balk  of  rimu  and 
kahikatea — or  white-pine,  as  it  was  generally 
called — was  very  trifling.  He  imderstood  that 
balk  timber  was  admitted  into  the  Australian 
Colonies  free,  while  sawn  and  dressed  timber 
had  a  duty  ranging  from  Is.  6d.  to  3s.  per  100ft. 
superficial  charged  upon  it.  The  result  of  this 
was  that  the  export  of  balk  timber  from  New 
Zealand  had  been  increasing,  while  there  had 
been  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  export 
of  sawn  and  dressed  timber.  The  Govern- 
ment were  of  course  aware  that  a  large  amount 
of  labour,  machinery,  and  capital  was  re- 
quired to  convert  logs  into  building  materials ; 
and  this  labour,  machinery,  and  capital  were 
now  being  utilized  for  the  benefit  of  Australia, 
a  large  portion  of  the  produce  of  New  Zealand 
forests  being  transferred  there.  This  was  being 
done  while  there  were  unemployed  here  asking 
the  Government  for  assistance,  and  it  was  with 
a  view  to  alter  this  state  of  things  that  he  had 
asked  the  question. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  was  a  question  to 
which  he  had  given  a  great  deal  of  attention, 
but  he  could  not  say  that  his  mind  was  made 
up  respecting  it.  In  all  the  colonies  there 
was  a  difierential  duty  upon  dressed  and  log 
timber,  and  the  difference  was  very  large.  In 
our  own  colony  we  made  a  very  large  difier- 
ence.  Whilst  we  admitted  logs  free  of  duty,  we 
charged  4s.  per  100ft.  superficial  on  dressed 
timber,  and  2s.  on  undressed.  All  the  colonies 
followed  the  same  plan.  It  was  undoubtedly 
the  case  that  a  large  quantity  of  kauri  went 
away  in  logs,  and  last  year  the  amount  was 
larger  than  it  had  been  for  two  years  pre- 
viously, being  not  less  in  value  than  £27,000. 
It  seemed  hard  that  we  should  have  to  send 
away  our  forests,  and  he  noticed  that  it  was 
actually  the  case  that  in  some  of  the  island 
groups,  where  kauri  timber  was  required,  it 
was  found  easier  and  better  to  get  it  from 
Sydney  than  from  Auckland.  The  question, 
however,  was  a  very  large  one,  and  could  only 
be  dealt  with  in  connection  with  other  tarifi 
changes,  and  he  need  scarcely  say  that  the 
House  was  not  inclined  to  take  at  all  a  lenient 
view  of  encouraging  local  industries  by  means 
of  the  Customhouse.  It  was  certainly  not  a 
question  that  could  be  dealt  with  singly,  but  it 
was  one  which,  he  thought,  must  come  up  for 
consideration  whenever  the  question  of  the 
adjustment  of  the  Customs  tarifi  had  to  b« 
considered  by  Parliament. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE   FOR  EAST 
COAST. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, If  the  Government  will  appoint  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  east  coast  of  the  Wellington 
Provincial  District  ?    He  did  not  wish  to  make 
complaints,  and  had  no  doubt  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  would  tell  him  that  the  pressure 
of  business  had  been  so  severe  that  he  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  the  matter.     If  that  were 
the  case  he  had  not  much  to  say;  but  the 
Mr,  Cadman 


honourable  gentleman  would  bear  him  out  ii 
the  statement  that  he  had  brought  before  hia 
and  the  Government  a  great  msjiy  times  tin 
necessity  for  some  such  appointments.  Then 
was  a  stretch  of  a  hundred  miles  on  the  eail 
coast  of  this  provincial  district  where  then 
was  not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  be  found,  an^ 
he  was  aware  that  in  many  cases  settlers  whc 
wished  to  sign  various  documents  had  to  maki 
a  journey  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  nearesi 
Justice.  It  could  not  be  said  that  there  was  nc 
one  fit  to  undertake  the  duties  of  a  Justice  oJ 
the  Peace  upon  that  coast,  and  he  was  sure  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  admit  that  the  namef 
he  had  mentioned  were  unexceptionable. 

Mr.  TOLE  had  not  thought  it  possible  thai 
there  could  be  a  stretch  of  coimtry  of  a  hundred 
miles  in  this  colony  without  a  Justice  of  ths 
Peace,  but  he  found  now  that  that  was  so.  The 
matter  should  be  considered  after  the  session. 

LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  11 
they  will  consider  the  advisability  of  meeting,  tc 
a  certain  extent,  the  claims  for  assistance  from 
the  Natives  of  Tarawera  and  the  Whakatane 
district  by  purchasing  the  Lake  district  foi 
the  purpose  of  securing  so  interesting  a  localit^r 
as  a  national  park?  He  thought  the  present 
time  the  most  opportune  one  for  considering 
this  great  question  of  the  a.dvisability  of  esta- 
blishing a  national  park  in  New  Zealand,  andi 
would,  in  few  words,  state  what  had  been  done  ia 
America  on  a  similar  question.  He  alluded  to 
the  Niagara  Falls.  The  New  York  Legislature* 
in  1885  passed  an  Act  making  a  State  resentu 
tion,  at  a  cost  of  $1,400,000,  and  on  the  15tl> 
July  the  Nia>gara  Falls  Reservation  was  formally 
opened  to  the  public.  The  Canadian  Govern- 
ment considered  the  matter,  but  they  were  not 
able — he  supposed,  from  want  of  funds — to  deal 
with  it  in  the  same  spirit.  But  this  was  whair 
was  done :  In  Noveniber,  1884,  Sir  A.  Campbell, 
on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  Government,  held 
a'conference  with  Mr.  Mowat,  Premier  of  Onta- 
rio, in  reference  to  the  best  steps  to  be  taken 
for  expropriating  the  required  territory  on  th* 
Canadian  side  of  the  Falls.  It  did  not  appear 
that  either  the  Dominion  or  the  Ontario  Gro- 
vernment  would  undertake  the  duty  of  esta- 
blishing the  proposed  International  Park ;  but 
it  was  agreed  to  incorporate  a  private  company 
to  which  the  land  owned  by  the  Government 
should  be  given,  with  power  to  acquire  addi- 
tional land  for  a  park ;  the  company  to  be  com- 
pelled to  keep  the  park  and  the  view  of  the 
Falls  always  tree  to  the  public,  but  to  have  the 
right  to  construct  tramways  and  build  hotels  in 
it,  subject  to  control  of  rates  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  had  been  urged  upon  him  that  this 
was  not  an  opportune  time  to  bring  forward  a 
motion  of  this  kind,  and  that  the  Natives  would 
very  likely,  when  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  House,  open  their  mouths  too  wide^ 
and  require  too  large  a  price  from  the  Govern- 
ment. But  he  thought  honourable  members 
would  see  that  if  that  were  the  case — if  they 
felt  themselves  in  a  position  to  demand  such 
an  excessive  sum  for  the  purchase  of  their  land 
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that  the  Government  could  not  consider  the 
question  of  making  this  reservation  —  then 
these  Natives  were  not  fit  recipients  of  public 
charitj.  He  considered  that  the  extortionate 
demands  by  the  Natives  of  the  Lake  country 
by  way  of  tolls  in  the  past  rendered  some 
action  by  the  Government  a  necessity. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  only  assure  the 
honourable  member  that  the  Natives  of  the  dis- 
trict attached  very  great  value  to  the  part  of 
the  country  where  the  hot  springs  were.  It 
was  quite  true  they  were  in  a  state  of  destitu- 
tion at  the  present  time,  but  that  did  not  at  all 
affect  the  estimate  of  the  value  which  they  at- 
tached to  these  springs,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
right  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  them  in  con- 
sequence of  that  fact.  Representations  had 
been  made  t&  the  Tuhourangi  section  of  the 
Arawa  Tribe  respecting  a  proposed  exchange  for 
the  place  where  the  terraces  were,  and  round 
about  Rotorua;  but  ho  could  not  say  that 
much  progress  had  been  made.  The  Natives 
were  not  apt  to  come  to  a  conclusion  quickly. 

Mj.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  get  an  as- 
surance from  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
in  the  meantime  the  Government  would  not 
relax  the  operation  of  the  Thermal  Springs 
Act. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  Government  had  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  doing  so.  He  had  in- 
teniled  to  Kay  that  the  Thermal  Springs  Act  did, 
to  a  certain  extent,  stand  in  the  same  position 
as  the  enactment  of  the  New  York  Legislature 
to  which  the  honourable  member  for  \Vairarapa 
North  had  referred,  and  in  a  sense  it  made  the 
whole  of  this  country  a  public  park,  although 
the  land  really  belonged  to  the  Natives. 

MAORI  LEXICON. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Maori 
Lexicon,  on  which  Mr.  Colenso  has  been  em- 
ployed since  the  year  18G4 ;  when  the  work  is 
likely  to  be  completed ;  and  what  will  be  its 
total  cost  to  the  Government  ?  In  18G1  the 
House  affirmed  the  desirability  of  obtaining  a 
Maori  lexicon.  In  the  early  part  of  18G4  the 
Govermncnt  agreed  with  !Mr.  Colenso  that  ho 
should  furnish  such  a  work,  together  with  three 
nnall  school-books,  for  £300.  The  work  was 
to  b«  completed  by  the  beginning  of  18G0. 
Before  the  time  for  completion  arrived  mother 
agreement  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  Colenso, 
who  received  £200  a  year  for  some  time  ;  and 
subsequently  another  agreement  was  entered 
into  that  he  should  receive  £500  on  tlie  eoni- 
pletion  of  the  work,  in  addition  to  any  nioiu  vs 
previously  received.  In  the  session  of  1«S4 
he  (Mr.  Samuel)  asked  a  question  on  this 
inbject;  and  the  Native  Minister,  who,  by 
the  way,  had  only  just  taken  office,  gave  a 
fnll  explanation  of  what  had  been  done,  or 
lather  of  what  had  not  been  done,  to  carry 
out  the  resolution.  A  sum  of  £1,180  had  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Colenso,  but  only  twenty  sheets  of 
matter  had  been  supplied  to  the  Government. 
lAst  session  ho  put  another  question  on  the 
Order  Paper;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 


then  informed  him  that  things  were  going  on 
very  well,  and  that  there  was  a  prospect  of 
sometliing  being  obtained  for  the  money  spent. 
He  was  therefore  anxious  to  learn  what  had 
passed  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  some  progress 
had  been  made,  as  they  had  got  to  the  end  of 
the  letter  "  A,"  and  that  meant  about  249 
pages  of  foolscap.  They  thought  they  had 
made  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Colenso  last  year ;  but  he  was  sorry  that  the 
correspondence  had  come  to  a  deadlock,  pend- 
ing some  proposed  arrangement  that  Mr. 
Colenso  had  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Government.  He  could  not  say  when 
the  other  portions  would  be  ready.  It  was 
intended  to  publish  the  work  in  parts.  The 
Governmont  had  done  all  they  possibly  could 
to  brin-r  this  matter  to  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. There  was  no  expenditure  at  present 
being  incurred  in  connection  with  this  work, 
and  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  incur  any  expenditure  without  a  specific 
arrangement.  It  might  be  possible  to  make 
some  arrang<nnent  with  Mr.  Colenso  to  pay  so 
much  for  each  part  when  supplied. 

2^1  r.  SA^IUEL  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  consider  whether  any  steps 
should  be  taken  against  Mr.  Colenso  for  breach 
of  contract. 

Mr.  0R:M0ND  did  not  think  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  acted  fairly  in 
introducing  debatable  matter.  To  his  know- 
ledge, Mr.  Colenso  had  broken  no  contract. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  had  been  a  kind 
of  contract  in  the  shape  of  correspondence,  but 
no  delinite  contract;  and  the  position  was  very 
much  the  same  as  that  which  existed  a  hun- 
dred years  ago,  wlien  Dr.  Johnson  was  called 
upon  to  com])lete  iiis  "  Lives  of  the  Poets.'* 
He  promised  from  time  to  time,  but  he  never 
did  it ;  but  when  a  requisition  was  made  upon 
him  which  touched  his  honour  he  completed 
it  at  once.  The  Government  had  tried  to 
touch  Mr.  Colenso  in  the  same  sensitive  part; 
but  they  had  not  succeeded  up  to  the  present 
moment. 

Mr.  DODSON  thought  that  at  the  present 
rate  of  progress  the  Maori  language  would  be  a 
dead  one  when  the  lexicon  was  completed. 

POSTMASTERS  AND  TELEGRAPHISTS. 

Jklr.  SMITH  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  the  gratuities  promised  last  session  have 
been  given  to  those  country  postmasters  and 
telegraphists  who  have  to  keep  their  ofiiees 
open  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eight 
p.m. ;  and  also  whether  these  gratuities  will 
be  continued  this  year?  The  Postmaster- 
General  was  asked  last  year  if  a  sum  would  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  paying  a  small 
bonus  to  those  officers.  The  reply  wiw  that 
ho  would  not  put  a  sum  on  the  estimates, 
but  that  a  small  gratuity  would  bo  given.  He 
was  not  aware  whether  that  had  been  given, 
but,  if  so,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  see  his  way  to  do  the  same  this  year. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  no  gratuities 
were  given  last  year,  as  the  department  con- 
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sidered  that  the  attendance  referred  to  was 
part  of  the  departraeutal  work,  and  that  no 
extra  payment  should  be  made  for  it. 

SHEEP-SHEARING. 

]\rr.  DODSON  asktd  the  Government,  If 
they  will  instruct  the  Sheep  Inspectors  of  the 
colcny  to  furnish,  in  their  annual  reports,  the 
iiuniU  r  ui  shearers  and  other  hands  employed 
at  the  principal  shearing  at  each  station,  and 
the  kind  and  size  of  buildings  in  which  the 
men  so  employed  have  to  sleep  ;  such  informa- 
tion to  apply  only  to  stations  havmg  four 
thousand  sheep  or  upwards  ? 

Sir  II.  STOUT  said  that  the  Goveniinc  nt  had 
no  objection  to  give  instructions  to  the  Sheep 
Inspectors,  if  it  would  not  cost  any  additional 
Fum  of  money.  He  could  see  the  object  of  the 
question  —  namely,  that  shearers  and  other 
hands  should  have  proper  lodging-places  when 
on  a  station.  That,  he  thought,  \\as  very  ne- 
cessary, and  he  was  reminded  that  ho  had 
movt  d  himself  in  this  direction  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Otago  many  years  ago. 

MANAWATU  GORGE  CONTRACT. 

Llr.  OKMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  I-  he  aware  that,  in  calling  for  tenders 
for  the  Gorge  contract  on  the  Napier  to  Pal- 
merstonlinc,  the  spccitications  are  so  indefinite 
and  open  to  iiiisconstruction  as  to  be  likely  to 
interfere  wiih  advantageous  tenders  being  re- 
ceived, nuu  will  he  take  steps  to  have  the  speci- 
ficaticns  anieuded  ?  He  liad  put  this  question 
at  the  request  of  a  party  who  was  an  intend- 
ing contractor,  who  had  written  to  him  stating 
that  the  specification  as  it  now  stood  was  in 
a  condition  which  prevented  anybody  from 
estimating  by  many  thousands  of  pounds  wliat 
Le  was  contracting  for.  This  work  lay  along 
the  face  of  a  precipitous  gorge.  The  specitica- 
tions  declared  that  there  should  be  a  lump 
sum  for  the  vrork,  but  the  contract  was  framed 
in  such  a  way  that  the  Engineer  was  to  be  the 
.«^ole  judge  aj;  to  whether  it  was  to  be  rock 
formation,  or  some  otlier  formation  which 
would  have  f«  v  entirely  different  slope ;  and  this 
would  mean  iliat  the  contractor  might,  on  the 
judgment  of  tiie  Engineer,  bo  ordered  to  spend 
many  thousands  of  pounus  more  or  less,  as  the 
case  mij;ht  Ic.  This  could  be  got  over  if  the 
contract  were  spceilled  to  be  on  a  particular 
basis,  foundtvi  upon  contract  prices  per  yard. 
That  would  put  the  work  within  the  reach  of  a 
large  nuniber  of  contractors  who  under  pre- 
sent circiim.stances  could  not  look  at  it.  He 
was  told  that  the  contract  was  quite  unusual, 
and  almost  prohibitive,  except  to  a  man  v.  ho 
was  ablj  to  run  great  risks.  He  was  sure  the 
^linister  would  not  like  contractors  to  be  put 
in  such  a  position  with  a  piece  of  work  like 
this.  He  would  suggest  whether  it  was  not 
possible  to  alter  the  specifications,  so  that  there 
should  be  a  maximum  quantity  of  rock  or 
other  formation  which  should  be  chargeable 
at  schedule  prices.  By  so  doing  the  price  of 
the  contract  would  bo  largely  reduced. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  great  pains  had 
been  taken  to  show  the  difierent  classes  of 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


material  in  the  contract  referred  to»  and  he  did. 
not  see  how  any  great  difference  of  opinica 
could  come  in  the  carrying-out  of  the  oontrad. 
Although  the  decision  rested  with  the  Kesid^ife 
Engineer,  questions  'could  be  referred  to  thft 
Engineer-in-Chief.  The  practice  adopted  in 
this  colony  in  regard  to  specifications  was  pi«- 
cisely  the  same  as  that  adopted  at  Home,  feet 
it  was  diilerent  from  the  practice  in  AustraiJA. 
Although  tiiere  had  been  very  great  difference 
of  opinion  in  this  matter,  he  was  assured  by 
New  Zealand  contractors  who  had  worked  ia 
Australia  that  they  much  preferred  the  system 
adopted  here — that  it  was  open  to  fewer  dift- 
agreements  than  was  that  in  Australia,  where 
a  schedule  of  prices  was  given  for  the  different 
materials.  A  very  large  number  of  contracton 
were  looking  into  this  particular  contract,  and, 
so  far,  he  had  not  heard  any  question  raised 
as  to  the  terms  of  the  specifications.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  of  the  principal  contractors 
in  the  colony  had  approved  of  the  alterations 
which  had  been  made  in  the  specifications  of 
this  particular  contract. 

Mr.  FERGUS  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  He  did  not  know  where  the  Minis- 
ter got  his  information  that  a  number  of  con- 
tractors were  pleased  with  the  alterations 
which  had  been  made  in  the  sixjcifications  of 
this  conti-act.  Not  a  day  passed  but  he  (Mr. 
Fergus)  received  bitter  complaints  from  con- 
tractors from  all  parts  of  the  colony  as  to  the 
specirieationa  of  this  particular  work.  He 
could  mention  the  names  of  a  dozen  contrac- 
tors who  strongly  objected  to  the  specifications. 
Wliat  the  contractors  complained  about  wm 
this :  that  the  work  was  purely  and  simply  a 
gambling  transaction.  The  Minister  for  Pablic 
Works  said  that  a  considerable  amotmt  of  ex- 
pense had  been  gone  to  in  opening  up  cuttingis 
to  show  the  kind  of  material.  He  (Mr.  Fergus) 
was  infoiTued  that  nothing  had  been  done  in 
tlie  way  of  digging  trial-pits.  In  the  pr^ent 
case  contractors  were  absolutely  and  irre- 
vocably in  the  hands  of  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  work.  The  Minister  for  Public  WorifcB 
said  that  mo<le  of  tendering  obtained  in  the 
Old  Country.  Did  it  obtain  in  the  case  of  the 
Tav  Bridge',  or  in  the  case  of  other  large  world? 
Did  it  obtain  at  the  present  time  in  any  ol 
tlie  Australian  Colonies  ?  The  Minister  said  it 
might  be  a  question  as  to  what  was  certain 
material;  but  that  could  be  very  easily  goi 
over  by  saying  that  there  should  be  an  avera^ 
slope,  andj  if  extra  work  was  required,  then  the 
contractor  should  be  paid  for  it.  It  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Resident  Engineer  cither  to  give 
to  the  person  who  obtaiueJ  tliis  contract  an 
absolute  fortune  or  to  ruin  him  altogether. 
That  was  too  great  a  power  to  put  in  the  hands 
of  anybody.  There  should  bo  absolute  fairness 
and  justice  to  all  contractors,  irrespective  of  the 
amount  of  intluence  or  person:^.!  popularit}' with 
tjie  Ke^iJent  Engineer,  who,  in  respect  of  the 
work  under  considei-ation,  was  made  the  sole 
judge  of  what  was  right.  The  Government  had 
no  right  to  put  such  arbitniry  power  in  the 
hands  of  any  man.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  said  he  had  heard  from  New  Zealand 
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contractors  that  they  approved  of  the  sys- 
tem adopted  in  New  Zealand  with  regard  to 
contracts.  Would  the  Minister  mention  any 
names  ?  He  (Mr.  Fergus)  could  mention  the 
names  of  twenty  contractors  who  held  oppo- 
site opinions  to  those  expressed  hy  the  Minis- 
ter. The  universal  opinion  on  this  subject  had 
been  expressed  again  and  again  in  petitions 
presented  to  the  House,  and  also  by  a  number 
of  members — that  the  conditions  wore  most 
arbitrary  and  unjust.  The  result  would  be 
Uiat  very  many  of  the  best  men  would  not 
tendfer  at  all  for  this  work ;  some  men  would 
tender  because  they  thought  they  had  power 
and  could  bring  influence  to  bear  on  the  House 
to  get  off  easily.  Gould  the  Minister  name 
any  man  at  all  of  standing  in  the  contracting 
line  in  the  colony,  or  any  engineer  outside  the 
Public  Works  Department,  who  approved  of 
the  present  system?  Some  Government  En- 
gineers had  expressed  their  opinion  that  the 
thing  was  iniquitous,  but  that,  in  order  to  make 
the  required  alterations,  there  v.oukl  have  to 
be  a  larger  stafi  than  the  present  one.  It  was 
nmply  and  purely  a  gambling  transaction,  and 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  works  had  power  to 
make  the  fortune  of  the  contractor  or  to  ruin 
him. 

!M>.  ORMOND  said  he  put  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  for  the  sole  object  of  asking 
the  Minister  to  rectify  what  seemed  to  be  a 
mistake.  It  had  been  plainly  shown  to  him 
that  there  would  be  too  much  risk  for  any 
reasonable  man  to  tender  for  the  work  referred 
to.  If  that  was  so,  it  seemed  to  him  to  bo  an 
undesirable  thing  to  let  any  contract  in  that 
way.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  had  a  technical  knowledge  of  these 
Aings.  He  (Mr.  Ormond)  had  not ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  perfectly  plain  that  there  was 
midue  risk  to  the  contractor  in  undertaking 
the  work,  as  had  been  explained  so  clearly  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  consider  the  matter. 
It  was  undesirable  that  the  Government  should 
let  any  contract  which  coidd  not  be  competed 
for  by  all  persons  who  were  capable  of  doing 
the  work  and  had  the  means  to  do  it.  His 
opinion  was  that  men  could  not  enter  into 
the  contract  under  the  conditions  which  were 
imposed. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  House  had 
listened  to  a  dissertation  from  the  contractors' 
point  of  view.  He  had  to  look  at  the  matter 
from  another  point  of  view,  and  that  was,  the 
interest  of  the  colony.  He  would  look  into  the 
question  and  see  if  there  was  anything  unfair 
in  the  conditions.  The  work  contracted  for  in 
the  colony  for  some  time  past  had  been  upon 
•pecifications  much  more  stringent  than  those 
which  applied  to  the  present  work ;  and  the 
prices  had  been  considerably  lower  than  those 
paid  in  Australia  during  the  same  period  of 
time. 
Motion  negatived. 

GORGE  CONTRACT  SPECIFICATIONS. 
Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Woriu,  If  it  is  correct  that,  wliile  plans  and 


specifications  of  the  Gorge  contract  on  the 
Napier  and  Palmerston  line  are  not  available 
to  intending  contractors  at  Napier,  such  plans 
and  specifications  are  available  at  Wanganui ; 
and  whether  it  is  also  correct  that  one  intend- 
ing contractor  at  Auckland  has  been  specially 
furnished  with  such  information?  He  had 
lately  asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
whether  he  would  have  these  plans  and  spe- 
cifications made  available  for  contractors  at 
Napier  to  see  them,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  replied  that  it  would  be  too  expen- 
sive to  do  so,  as  they  were  very  lengthy,  and 
that  he  did  not  think  it  necessaay.  He  might 
sp.y  til  at  lie  believed  there  were  several  con- 
tnictors  at  Napier  who  would  be  ready  to 
tciulc;r  f.Ji-  the  work  if  they  had  an  opportunity  ; 
but  t]jo  I\linister  had  refused  to  send  plans  and 
specifications  to  the  place  which  was  most 
interested  in  this  work,  and  had  sent  them  to 
Wanganui,  where  there  was  not  likely  to  be 
any  competition.  He  could  not  speak  from  his 
own  knowledge  on  the  subject,  but  this  was 
what  was  told  him  by  one  of  his  constituents, 
who  also  told  him  that  when  a  contractor 
at  Auckland  asked  for  the  specifications  they 
were  furnished  to  him,  although  they  had  been 
refused  to  the  people  at  Napier. 

Mr.  E.  RICHAKDSON  said  that,  from  some 
extracts  from  local  papers  which  had  been  sent 
to  him  within  the  last  day  or  two,  statements 
very  similar  to  those  contained  in  this  ques- 
tion had  been  made  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
until  recently  Resident  Engineer  of  the  Napier 
District.  The  fact  was  that,  from  motives  of 
economy  and  other  reasons,  that  gentleman's 
district  was  done  away  with,  and  was  merged 
in  the  Wanganui  District;  and,  as  the  head- 
quarters of  the  District  Engineer  were  at  that 
place,  the  plains  and  specifications  were  sent 
there.  With  regard  to  the  second  portion  of 
the  question,  he  miglit  say  that  the  only  ground 
for  such  a  statement  was  that  contractors  at 
all  places  in  the  colony  could  see  plans  and 
specifications  between  the  hours  of  half-imst 
four  in  the  afternoon  and  nine  o'clock  next 
morning,  the  Engineer  in  Charge  arranging  tliat 
they  should  take  them  in  turn.  No  special 
plans  had  been  given  to  any  particular  con- 
tractor. However,  he  might  add  that  he  found 
that  dui)licate  copies  could  be  made  of  the 
plans  and  specifications,  and  he  had  given 
instructions  to  have  them  sent  to  Napier,  and, 
if  not  gone  already,  they  would  soon  be  sent. 

LOCAL  OPTION. 
Mr.  FULTON  asked  tlie  Government,— (1.) 
Wliother  their  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
action  of  the  Waireka  Licensing  Committee, 
who  lately  granted,  as  it  is  alleged,  in  defiance 
of  a  local-option  vote  to  the  contrary,  a  license 
to  one  Jeremiah  Kenny  ;  and  to  the  case  of  the 
police  against  Kenny,  tried  in  the  Police  Court 
at  Oamaru,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
decision  renders  nugatory  section  45  of  "The 
Licensing  Act,  1881  "?  (2.)  Whether  they  will 
consider  the  propriety  of  testing  such  decision 
in  a  higher  Court?  At  the  last  local-option 
vote  in  the  Waireka  Licensing  District  it  waa 
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decided  that  no  new  licenses  should  be  issued ; 
but,  three  years  subsequently,  at  the  election 
of  a  Committee,  two  persons  appeared  and 
elected  a  Committee.  One  of  those  two  electors 
was  named  Jeremiah  Kenny.  The  Committee 
afterwards  met,  and,  in  defiance  of  the  local- 
option  vote,  granted  a  license  to  the  same 
Jeremiah  Kenny.  The  police  then  took  action 
against  him  for  selling  without  a  license,  and 
the  case  was  tried  in  the  Police  Court,  when  it 
was  shown  that  he  held  a  license.  The  Magis- 
trate decided  that  he  could  not  go  behind  that, 
and  also  expressed  an  opinion  that  his  Court 
was  not  one  by  which  the  right  of  a  man  to 
Bell  liquor  could  be  taken  away  if  he  held  a 
license,  and  that  the  question  would  have  to 
be  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Jfr.  TOLE  had  observed  this  case,  and  also 
the  decision  which  was  mentioned  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  he  thought  it  was  not  one  in  which 
the  Government  could  interfere.  The  remedy 
seemed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people  them- 
selves, who  elected  the  Licensing  Committee, 
and  who  would  doubtless  refuse  to  re-elect  men 
who  had  defied  tlie  law.  He  would  make 
further  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  second  part 
of  the  question. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  direct  the  attention  of  the 
contractors  for  the  ^Midland  Railway  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Oxford  Road  Board  in  reference  to 
the  existence  of  an  alternative  route  on  the 
north  side  of  the  gorge  of  the  Waimakariri 
River  ?  Two  years  ago  the  Oxford  Road  Board 
sent  their  officer — a  gentleman  of  considerable 
experience,  and  one  whoso  work  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Land  Department  as  very  valu- 
able— into  the  country  to  supervise  the  con- 
struction of  roads  to  open  up  land  ;  and  he 
reported  as  to  this  alternative  line.  His  report 
had  been  sent  to  the  Ministerfor  Public  Works, 
and  he  (!Mr.  Pearson)  would  bo  glad  if  that 
honourable  gentleman  would  call  tlie  attention 
of  the  contractors  for  the  Midland  Railway  to 
the  report.  He  might  say  that  the  report  was 
not  that  of  Mr.  P.  T.  Williams. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  he  held  the 
report  in  his  hajid,  and  would  submit  it  to  the 
contractors  when  they  arrived. 

OTAGO  UNIVERSITY  RESERVES. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Whether  ho  has  received  from  the 
Otago  University  Council  any  return  of  the 
names  of  the  tentuits  of  the  University  reserves 
who  have  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  their 
rents ;  and,  if  so,  has  he  any  objection  to  name 
them? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  when  notice  of  this 
question  was  given  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
matter ;  but  lie  had  since  referred  it  formally 
to  the  Registrar  of  the  University,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  following  reply  : — 

"  William  Doherty,  for  whom  C.  Begg  acts 
as  attorney,  is  owing  £1,700,  due  1st  May,  for 
JBenmore  Run.  Previous  rents  have  been  paid 
Mr,  Fulton 


by  R.  Campbell  and  Sons*  cheque.    Legal  pro- 
ceedings are  now  being  taken. 

*'W.  H.  Manspord, 
"  Registrar,  Otago  University." 

KENSINGTON  SHDING. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government;, 
Whether  they  will  now  comply  with  the  fre- 
quent requests  conveyed  to  them  by  residenlfr 
in  the  district  for  a  public  railway-siding  al^^: 
Kensington  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  all  actioa 
in  connection  with  this  matter  had  been  sasr- 
pended  for  some  time  past,  as  there  was  att 
action  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.  As  he 
was  not  aware  that  that  action  had  been  ] 
settled,  he  could  not  say  when  anything  would  \ 
be  done. 

AUCKLAND  RAILWAY. 

!^Ir.  DARGAVILLE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  what  action  he  was  taking  in  , 
reference  to  the  petitions  of  R.  Wamock  and  ] 
others  and  Patrick  Mullins  and  others,  re- 
presenting the  wishes  of  a  large  section  of 
the  population  of  the  City  of  Auckland,  and 
whether  he  would  proceed  with  the  necessary 
survey  and  inquiry  respecting  compensation,  so 
that  the  sum  of  i23,000,  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated out  of  loan  for  the  purpose  of  doubling 
the  railway-line  out  of  Auckland,  might  be  de- 
voted, if  found  fairly  practicable,  to  the  con- 
struction of  such  double  line  by  the  western 
route. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  sur- 
vey, for  all  practical  purposes,  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  question  had  now  resolved  itself 
into  the  matter  of  compensation.  A  large 
quantity  of  land  would  have  to  be  taken  for 
this  purpose,  and  steps  had  been  taken  to  as- 
certain, in  a  rough  way,  what  amount  of  com- 
pensation would  be  likely  to  be  asked  for.  He 
liEbd  received  a  communication  that  day  sug- 
gesting that  a  new  terminus  should  be  erected, 
but  he  had  replied  that  the  Government  would 
not  consent  to  erect  a  second  terminus,  as  that 
would  entail  enormous  expense. 

BEER  DUTY  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

SirJ.  VOGEL  moved  the  addition  of  a  new 
clause  prohibiting  brewers,  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  £20,  from  carrying  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  aerated  waters ;  the  clause 
not  to  come  into  operation  for  twelve  months. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  32. 
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Ballance 

Lance 

Taylor 
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Cowan 

^IcKenzie,  J. 

Tole 

Duncan 

[McMillan 

TurnbuU 
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[Montgomery 

Vogel 
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Allwright 
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Bijce 


Noes,  36. 
HursthouBe 
Kerr 
Lake 
Locke 
Macarthur 


Buckland,  J.  C.  Mackenzie,  M, 
BucklandjW.F  .Menteath 


Gonolly 

Fitzherbeit 

Goinness 

Hatch 

Hirst,  II. 

Hislop 


Mitchelson 

Moat 

^foss 

Ormond 

Pearson 


Bichardson,  G. 

Bolleston 

Boss 

Bussell 

Samuel 

Seddon 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Trimble 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Fergus. 

,4. 


Majority  against 
Motion  negatived. 
Progress  reported. 


NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

ADJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

Mr.   FERGUS. — Sir,  we  have  had  a  oon- 
dderablo  latitude  allowed  to  various  speakers 
in   this    debate ;    and,   indeed,  a   number  of 
gentlemen  who    have  spoken    seem    to   have 
fired  o£E  shots  which  were  intended  to  be  ad- 
dressed, or  should  have  been  addressed,  more 
particularly   to   the  Financial   Statement.     I 
propose  to-night  to  confine  my  remarks  as  far 
as  I  possibly  can  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Pnblic  Works  Statement,  only  touching  very 
lightly  on  side-issues  which  have  been  raised 
daring  the  debate  by  a  very  few  speeches — 
ind  effete  speeches  I  may  say  —  which  have 
been  made  by  those  gentlemen  who  support  the 
Government  at  present  sitting  on  those  benches. 
It  has  been  the  proud  boast  of  the  Ministerial 
supporters,  and  especially  of  the  members  who 
are  always  loudest  in  their  own  praise — and 
self-praise,  we  know,  is  no  recommendation — 
and  of  the  Ministerial  Press,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government  was  good.    However 
HHich  we  may  condemn — and  Goodness  knows 
the  whole  cotmtry  and  the  whole  House,  both 
sides  of  it,  do  condemn — the  policy  of  the  Go- 
▼emment,  which  is  simply  one  of  adaptation 
—they  have  learned  how,  like  Macsycophant, 
to  '•  boo "  and  not  to  stand  erect  in  the  pre- 
sence of  one  greater  than  themselves,  that  is, 
public  opinion — it  has  been  the  custom,  I  say, 
of  the  Press  to  commend  them  for  one  thing, 
and  that  is  their  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country.    I  know  right  well  that  when 
yon  repeat  any  statement  again  and  again,  be 
it  ever  so  absurd,  the  time  will  undoubtedly 
crane  when  it  will   take  root  in  the    public 
mind  and  people  will  absolutely  believe  that 
which   in    itself   is    utterly    untrue.      I,   for 
one,  utterly  deny,  and   have   denied  —  and  I 
say  there   has   been  no  speech  made  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  which  has  proved  to  me, 
or  even  endeavoured  to  prove  to  the  House  and 
the  country — that  the  administration  of  the 
present  Government  has  been  good  in  any  one 
particular ;  and  least  of  all  has  there  been  any 
improvement  in  that  department  in  which  I 
hold  we  had  a  perfect  right  to  expect  an  im- 
I      ptovement.    In  the  administration  of  some  of 
Hlb  departments  of  the  Government  service 


there  are  mere  tiros,  and  we  can  pardon  their 
mistakes,  and  hope  that  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  learn  a  little  better  and  improve. 
But  when  one  who  is  blazoned  from  north  to 
south  of  the  colony,  and  held  up  to  our  venera- 
tion as  everything  that  could  be  desired — who 
should  be  qualified  for  his  office  by  experience 
gained  from  a  very  considerable  life  —  gained 
as  an  engineer  and  as  an  official  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  another  colony — gained,  too,  as  a 
contractor  and  one  who  had  the  carrying-out  of 
large  works  in  the  colony — gained,  too,  in  the 
service  of  the  colony,  having  previously  occupied 
politically  a  responsible  situation  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country — ^when,  I  say,  a  gentleman 
of  this  character  holds  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant Ministerial  portfolios,  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  better  things.  I  hailed  with  extreme 
satisfaction  the  advent  of  that  honourable 
gentleman  to  office,  for  I  deemed  that  the  time 
was  come  when  the  stable  would  be  cleaned 
out  and  a  new  system  of  things  inaugurated.  I 
looked  to  the  undoubted  ability  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi,  the  present  Minister 
for  Public  Works — to  his  vast  experience  — 
to  his  minute  knowledge  of  everything  apper- 
taining to  the  public  works  of  the  colony  and  of 
other  colonies — for  something  to  be  done  to 
amend  what  I  consider  to  be  the  disgraceful 
state  of  things  which  exists  at  the  present  time 
in  the  colony.  And,  although  I  thought  he  had 
got  into  very  questionable  company — as  I  have 
no  doubt  he  himself  thought  at  that  time,  and 
as  he  has,  no  doubt,  since  found  out — 1  did 
think  that  he  had  sufficient  backbone,  suffi- 
cient stability  of  purpose,  to  carry  out  to  a 
successful  issue  the  broad  lines  ho  laid  down 
when  he  joined  that  most  miserable  of  all  Go- 
vernments. Why,  in  his  Statement  in  1884  what 
did  we  find  the  honourable  gentleman  doing  ? 
He  speaks  with  no  uncertain  sound.  It  is 
said,  *'  If  the  trumpet  gives  forth  an  uncertain 
sound,  who  shall  prepare  himself  for  the 
battle?"  He  gave  no  imcertain  sound,  but, 
in  clarion  tones  which  rang  right  through  the 
land,   he   told  us  what  he  was  going   to   do. 

When  I  fmd  in  his  Statement  of  1884 the 

honourable  member  for  Christchurch  South 
interposes  his  musical  laugh  hero  ;  but  he,  too, 
believed,  I  know,  in  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  and  was  as  confident  as  I  was  that, 
whatever  department  of  the  Government  might 
go  to  the  wall,  this  one  at  least  would  be  pointed 
to  as  one  that  was  well  and  wisely  administered. 
Let  me  bring  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
task.  In  that  celebrated  Public  Works  State- 
ment made  by  him  in  1884, 1  find  he  used  these 
words  :  '*  Although  I  am  not  as  yet  prepared  to 
state  to  what  extent  reductions  can  be  made, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  staff  is  much  larger 
than  is  necessary  for  the  due  supervision  of 
the  works  the  colony  now  has  in  hand.'* 
That  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  ex- 
perienced Minister  for  Public  Works.  We 
could  have  pardoned  him  during  the  first 
year,  without  special  experience,  and  when  he 
was  driven  from  pillar  to  post  even  by  his  own 
colleagues  —  because  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that  they  never  could  agree  on  any  subject* 
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But  what  has  the  honourable  gentleman  done 
since  then  ?  Where  are  the  savings,  where  the 
officers  who  were  to  be  dispensed  with  ?  How 
much  has  the  country  gained  by  the  honourable 
gentleman's  experience  ?  Nothing  at  all ;  and 
he  sits  there  to-night  confounded  by  his  own 
Statement.  Ho  said  he  would  make  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  administration  of  the  Public  Works 
Department;  but  he  has  done  literally  nothing 
to  justify  the  opinions  he  then  expressed. 
This  matter  of  the  public  works  expenditure 
is  a  very  serious  one.  If  honourable  gentle- 
men will  come  down  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  they  will  find  that  the  cost  of  our 
surveys,  our  official  and  engineering  expenses, 
is  something  truly  enormous.  We  have  spent 
but  a  very  little  sum  on  railways  in  the  colony. 
What  do  I  find  when  1  take  the  various  figures  ? 
Why,  that  the  cost  of  ofiicial  and  engineering 
expenses  has  been  no  less  a  sum  than  £657,081. 
In  other  words,  we  have  been  absolutely  paying 
for  the  engineering  of  our  paltry  railways  about 
•6  per  cent,  on  our  entire  capital.  That  does  not 
include  for  a  moment  the  cost  of  supervision. 
The  cost  of  supervision  is  charged  to  each  parti- 
cular work ;  and  neither  I  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House  can  obtain  information  as  to 
what  that  is.  You  see  vast  sums  put  down  on 
various  votes ;  but  these  sums  are  unaccounted 
for,  and  we  cannot  trace  them  in  any  way. 
By  no  departmental  inquiry  can  you  find  where 
these  sums  of  money  have  gone.  If  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  would  take  example  by 
the  cost  of  engineering  on  the  ^lanawatu 
Eailway,  he  would  find  that  it  would  come  to 
infinitely  less.  I  am  informed — and,  I  believe, 
truly  —  that  it  has  not  cost  one-half  what  it 
-costs  on  ours.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  right  well  what  such  cU\ss  of  work 
should  cost ;  and  why  did  he  not  justify  the 
opinions  he  laid  down  in  1884,  when  he  said  he 
■would  clear  out  many  of  the  superfluous  officers 
in  the  department  ?  There  is  another  matter  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke  in  his 
■celebrated  Statement.  He  spoke  of  making 
our  railways  up  to  paying  points,  and  said, — 

•'  It  was  to  this  2'Si  miles  of  unfinished  rail- 
way that  my  honourable  colleague  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  principally  alluded  when  he  stated 
that  it  will  be  our  endeavour  to  push  on  to  a 
■peedy  completion  the  various  unfinished  por- 
tions of  lines,  so  as  to  add  this  extra  mileage  to 
our  revenue-producing  railways." 

How  has  the  honourable  gentleman  dealt 
with  that  particular  part  of  his  avowed  policy  ? 
Why,  he  has  left  it  in  as  great  a  mess  as  ever 
it  was  in.  It  has  been  said  that  it  was  the  Atkin- 
son policy  to  keep  all  parts  of  the  colony  going 
■with  a  little  bit  of  railway  here,  a  little  bit  there, 
and  a  little  bit  yonder,  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
multitude  of  claims  for  public  works ;  but  this 
Gk)vemment  was  going  to  abandon  that  policy 
altogether.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  said 
it  was  a  policy  most  disastrous  to  the  country  ; 
and  he  was  going  to  set  his  gigantic  mind  at 
work,  and  bring  all  the  powerful  influence  of 
his  Government  and  their  numerous  supporters 
to  bear  on  the  question,  and  bring  all  those 
omfinished  railways  to  a  payable  point.  Has 
Mr.  Fergus 


he  done  so  ?  He  has  done  nothing  of  ihe  1 
He  has  never  attempted  it.  If  it  ■was 
policy  of  the  Atkinson  Government  to  oc 
struct  fragmentary  pieces  of  railway  throuf 
out  the  country,  he  has  out-Heroded  Here 
and,  instead  of  sticking  to  the  schedule  pass 
by  the  House  in  1864,  which  I  proved  wot 
cost  ten  or  eleven  millions,  he  has  initiated 
number  of  other  railways,  and  thus  rendei 
the  completion  to  a  payable  point  of  lines  tb 
under  construction  still  more  remote.  T 
honourable  gentleman  has  quietly  sat  there 
receipt  of  his  Government  salary,  and  in  t 
proud  position  of  a  ^linister  of  the  Crown,  & 
allowed  all  his  professions  and  protestations 
1884  to  melt  into  the  thinnest  of  thin  air.  Itl 
a  very  serious  matter  for  this  colony  to  tliinkl 
the  amount  of  money  which  wo  have  lying  id] 
in  the  various  unfinished  lines  throughout  f* 
country.  Would  it  surprise  this  House  to  i 
that  we  have  considerably  more  than  10 
cent,  of  the  money  which  has  been  actna 
spent  upon  the  Government  railways  hi 
absolutely  dormant  at  the  present  time  ? 
this  Government  have  not  in  any  way  mc4 
an  endeavour  to  bring  those  uncompleted  linj 
to  a  payable  point.  Tlio  entire  amount 
money  which  has  been  spent  up  to  the  31st 
March,  1886,  is  £13,726,166  ;  the  money  whicW 
has  been  spent  on  opened  lines  is  £12,472,000: 
leaving  a  balance  of  £1,253,352,  which  is  lying 
waste  and  useless.  I  venture  to  say  that,  if 
those  gentlemen  remain  in  office  much  longer, 
and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  continues  to 
adorn  those  benches,  the  time  will  come  when 
a  very  large  amount  of  that  money  will  have  to 
be  borrowed  again,  and  a  grcp.t  deal  of  the  woii 
done  now  will  have  to  be  done  again,  to  the 
infinite  detriment  of  the  colony.  I  have  very 
briefly  alluded  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  said  and  done  in  the  matter  of  public 
works  and  engineering — that  is,  with  reference 
to  the  construction  of  railways.  Now  I  come 
to  another  point — and  this  is  a  verj'  much  more 
serious  charge  against  the  honourablo  gentle- 
man. When  he  accepted  office  he  told  the 
House  distinctly,  in  1884 — and  we  believed 
him — that  he  had  accepted  ofiice  only  on  cer- 
tain well-defined  conditions.  Hero  is  what  he 
said : — 

••  Without  wishing  to  cast  any  reflections  on 
the  present  General  !Manager  of  Railways,  I 
unhesitatingly  express  my  opinion  that  the 
condition  and  management  of  our  railways  are 
in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  ^ly  honourable 
colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer  recently  said 
that  in  many  of  the  railway  systems  not  nearly 
BO  large  as  that  of  ours  in  New  Zealand  it  would 
bo  thought  absurd  to  leave  to  one  man  the  vir- 
tually irresponsible  control  and  management, 
without  any  one  to  consult,  on  the  many  diffi- 
cult points  which  arise  from  day  to  day.  Yet 
such  is  the  case  here ;  and  I  fear  no  great 
change  for  the  better  can  be  expected  till  the 
whole  system  is  altered. 

*♦  I  have  been  of  the  opinion  ever  since  our 
first  railways  were  opened  that  such  a  system 
of  management  as  at  present  prevails  could  not 
produce  satisfactory  results ;   and  as  each  year 
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bas  passed  by  that  opinion  has  been  strength- 
ened. And,  if  an3rthing  was  wanted  to  convince 
me  that  a  great  change  was  wanted,  the  short 
time  I  have  held  office  has  afforded  me  ample 
proof  that  it  cannot  be  made  too  soon. 

"  It  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  to  me 
that,  owing  to  the  late  period  of  the  year,  the 
Government  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  through  a  Bill 
this  session  creating  Boards  of  Management 
which  wonld  be  responsible  for  the  working  of 
OUT  railways  ;  and,  did  I  not  feel  convinced 
tikat  the  Government  and  the  House  were  de- 
t^mined  to  take  this  course  at  the  earliest  date 
possible,  I  should  not  have  consented  to  take 
ofBce." 

Those  are  the  words  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  became  Minister  for  Public  Works  in 
1884.    The  year  1885  passed :  we  gave  him  a 
considerable  amount  of  tether,   feeling  quite 
lore  that  what  he  then  said  was  not  a  mere 
empty  boast.     Now  1886  has  come,  and  still  he 
sits  there  without  ever  having  attempted  to 
justify  his  action.    Year  after    year   he    sits 
^re  and  takes  credit  for  being  a  good  ad- 
ministrator, for  having  carried  on  the  Public 
Works  Department  and  the  Working  Railways 
Department  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  yet 
be  has  not  attempted  to  bring  down  and  pin 
his  fate  to  a  measure  for  the  creation  of  Boards 
of  Management.     If  his  words  meant  anything 
they  meant  this :  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
Buui  was  determined  to  revolutionize  that  sys- 
1  tem,  after  years  of  consideration — for  he  was 
\  no  novice  in  the  business.    But  year  after  year 
we  have  been   irresistibly  driven  to   the  con- 
i  dosion  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
;  at  ail  mean  what  he  said  in  1884,  or  he  would 
MO  up  from  those  benches  which  he  now  sits 
cm,  and,  if  his  speeches  are  to  be  taken  for 
anything,  does  not  adorn.     He  ought  to  rise 
^p  and  leave  the  Government  if  they  will  not 
:    Kmg  in  a  measure  to  accomplish  these  much- 
needed  reforms.    There  is  more  than  that.    I 
1    shonldnot  consider  that  the  inactivity  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  to  be  condemned  in 
^  slightest  degree  if  it  was  not  productive  of 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  mischief.   People 
■    sopefcimes,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and 
I    without  thought,  talk  of  things  of  which  thoy 
I    know    nothing,     and    which    they     do    not 
!    Bieaa;  but   what   did   that    Statement,   laid 
down  with    so    much    vigour   and  force   in 
1    1884,  do?    I  will  tell  the  House.    It  has  ren- 
;    dared  every  superior  officer  in  the  Working 
I    Railways  Department,  from  Auckland  to  the 
I    Bluff,  insecure  in  his  position.    They  were  all 
;    e^iecting  that  chanf;e3  would  be  inaugurated, 
I    S^  ^^  ™^^  know  when  his  time  would  come. 
I    What  is  the  result  of  that  ?     That  we  have 
I    ^»oi  losing,  and  are  likely  to  lose,  some  of  the 
W'  best  men  who  fill  responsible  positions  in 
[    ^Working Railways.    The  honourable  gentle- 
»»M  in  1885  took  credit   to  himself  and  the 
Ojilway  system  because  they  had  trained  Mr. 
Alison  Smith,  who  had  obtained  a  high  post 
Ui  Victoria.    But  we  do  not  find  him  this  year 
^l^jratulating  the  House  and  country  on  losing 
^  semces  of  a  man  who,  I  believe,  was  just 


as  capable  and  fulfilled  his  duties  as  well  in  his- 
line  as  Mr.  Smith.  We  have  lost  the  servicea 
of  the  District  Manager  in  Canterbury,  Mr. 
Back ;  and  he  has  gone  to  another  colony — not 
because  he  obtained  a  better  position  there. 
He  took  a  position  in  that  colony  even  at  a» 
lower  salary.  No  doubt  he  felt  perfectly  dis- 
satisfied with  the  way  things  were  being  car- 
ried on  in  this  country.  He  felt,  undoubtedly, 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  so  weak 
and  vacillating  that  he  did  not  know  the  day 
when  some  drastic  change  would  be  introduced. 
The  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
says, "  Oh !"  I  wonder  what  he  is  *•  Oh  "-ing  at  \ 
I  am  not  repeating  any  conversation.  I  say  that 
in  my  opinion  he  felt  so :  I  did  not  say  that 
he  told  me.  I  know  this  is  a  matter  of  fact : 
that  half  a  dozen  of  the  best  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice in  this  colony  at  the  present  time  applied 
for  the  very  position  which  Mr.  Back  obtained. 
These  men  are  the  very  best  men ;  but  I  am 
not  at  liberty,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  di^nilge 
their  names.  And  it  is  all  owing  to  the  in- 
security which  they  feel  in  the  department  at 
present,  presided  over  as  it  is  by  a  man  who 
does  not  seem  to  know  his  own  mind  from  one 
year  to  another.  There  is  another  matter  which 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  in  the  speech  of  1884 ; 
and  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  go  back  so  far, 
because  last  year  I  did  not  criticise  the  public 
works  proposals  of  the  Govornment  at  length. 
One  thing  which  brought  those  gentlemen  into 
power,  and  kept  them  in  power  on  the  first 
division,  was  the  hope  on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  a  better  system  of  local  government 
would  be  inaugurated.  This  has  been  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  ;  and 
he  has  been,  as  I  have  been,  very  much  dis- 
appointed with  what  has  been  done.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  sliadowed  forth  a 
very  drastic  change  which  was  to  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  cuantry  districts.  He  said  in 
that  celebrated  Statement, — 

"  Taking  the  present  year  as  a  starting-point, 
the  object  after  this  year  will  be  to  bring  the 
expenditure  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
within  the  means  of  that  fund  without  the  aid 
of  the  property-tax.  We  foresee  that  that  can 
easily  be  done  by  shifting  to  local  expenditure^ 
some  of  the  present  charges  made  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  —  notably  the  charitable  ex- 
penditure and  some  other  small  items,  let  us 
say,  amounting,  with  the  charitable  aid,  to  some 
£100,000  a  year.  It  is  clear  that  the  local 
bodies  cannot  undertake  this  without  an  addi- 
tional revenue,  and,  to  dispense  with  needlesa 
points  of  controversy  at  present,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  the  £100,000  is  supplied  by  either  a 
property-tax  or  a  land-tax." 

These  were  the  proposals  which  were  made 
by  the  Government,  sanctioned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  bronofht  down  to  this  House  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  in  1884.  True  it  is 
they  have  shifted  from  the  Consolidated  Fund 
on  to  the  local  bodies  the  charitable-aid  expendi- 
ture. They  have  given  subsidies  towards  it, 
and  have  proposed,  by  a  measure  which  they 
have  introduced  this  year,  to  shift  the  mainte- 
nance of  Bohool-buildjngs  to  the  local  revenue.. 
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B:;i  vbcn  ig  tbe  |)r]peftT.«ftx  and  the  laad- 
tbz  w!ljic:jl  tAe  kica^  irxLri*  v€fe  ^oing  to  get 
tcr  <:XA«^  U^ea  v>  pexisce  thdir  fanrtiop*? 
5'/v  1  eoBM;  to  tCMb  pt'.^oulU  of  the  Govced- 
BbiU  i'sr  ikjt  fotcre.  I  t£.v:i:d  be  willing  to 
U*sA  their  d«;:£»7:x&iCM«  ir  the  nst  lighUj— 
I  >.'- -^ii  te  V  :^.  J^^  ^'xaioa  to  oTerlodc  them.  If 
I  c^y^il  Me  eri'MrijiH;  ti^AS  t:.«7  were  going  to 
Js.*.:A  thesr  wftrt  I  ec-:..  J  f ^rg.Te  them  a  mnlta- 
t'-c^  <<  uju.  B'-t  tct  oiJy  LATe  thcj  adhered 
y/iX'.**-.  YAiKj  wL*cx.  li-itr  oilfc  acd  all  denounced 
tt,r,'.yLU'r^\  New  7jr^,HvA,  u\  uiAy  have  they 
a/ivpt«d  aii  ti:;«  beti  po  j^tt  of  the  Atkinson  Go- 
▼«rT.zneDt,  bat  li^er  ha%e  taken  ail  the  wont 

EjiLUmd  itiXet.%.i.*-A  t'.eia.  Tney  have  fol- 
ir'^  in  th«  iA.ts%  <A  the  faalto  of  their  pre- 
d«r';*rt«or»  to  %^tx  an  extent  that  I  do  not  think 
t/;'rr<;  i«  a/iV  pr'^pect  of  amendment  for  them 
in  ir.';  future.  We  have  given  them  an  oppor- 
tuf..tv  of  feuowing  what  tisey  are  going  to  do  in 
t:.*;  Mrecti/^  ol  hr.t.'Au%  to  a  parable  point 
t/««  'Jjil  miles  of  railways  or  any  portion  of 
th'Tii,  By  the  Bill  i^l'ji*:  the  House  we  are 
^'j.i.y  to  borrow  a  w*:...'  r.  aiid  a  half  of  money, 
ai.'i  that  mofj'rv  js  X/j  h*i  t-j^mt  in  the  prose- 
c. '.n  of  P1.0..C  vork-».  I  have  been  to  the 
try>r/ie  of  taking  oat  tbe  various  items  in  the 
ni.>:>on'and-a-half  Loan  Bill  —  although  by 
%')iti*!  means  the  Government  got  into  a  fog, 
f.-sf/'.cially  the  Premier,  about  the  balance  at 
ihf:  riiHposal  of  the  Government  for  roads  and 
brii^en,  I  think  it  will  be  unanimously  ad- 
mitted }ty  all  sections  of  the  House  that  the 
hrixn  must  provide  for  all  the  liabilities  of  rail- 
v/HV'f  now  in  course  of  construction;  I  have 
tliMeforo  taken  out  the  liabilities  on  the 
v.irious  lines,  and  I  find  that,  while  we  pro- 
poKc  to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half,  we  have  to 
pr-jvide  out  of  that  no  Ichb  a  sum  than  £121,223 
for  liabilities  cxinting  on  those  railways,  of 
whir  h  I  may  say  there  in  no  less  a  sum  than 
£01^,000  on  the  line  which  the  Premier  has 
taken  so  much  credit  to  himself  for  pushing 
on  :  I  mean  the  Otago  Central.  Then,  there  is 
£200,000  for  open  lines— that  is  to  say,  to  put 
open  lines  into  an  efficient  state  of  repair  and 
running  condition.  Then,  there  is  £63,000  for 
contingencies.  If  we  deduct  all  these  items 
we  find  that  the  Government  have  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  £1,100,000  in  order  to  push  on 
this  vigorous  public  works  policy  of  theirs.  The 
thing  is  most  amusing ;  and  if  any  honourable 
gentleman  will  carefully  take  out  the  figures 
contained  in  tliis  Statement,  and  will  apply 
thorn  to  the  various  railway-lines  which  are 
to  be  pushed  to  a  speedy  and  successful  com- 
phaion,  he  will  find,  I  think,  that  not  in  one 
in<Uvi(Iual  case  has  the  Premier  provided 
Hunici(>nt  funds  in  the  Loan  Bill  to  take  any 
ono  railway  to  a  successful  completion  or  to 
a  payable  point.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
siiiiply  playing  with  the  country — he  is  simply 
playing  with  this  House.  If  they  want  a 
policy  which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  bulk 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  to  the 
oomnion-senso  of  every  business-man,  I  would 
say  this  to  them  :  Gall  in  an  independent  Com- 
iniHsion  of  suitable  and  substantial  men,  whose 
opinions  would  bo  of  some  value,  and  let  these 
Mr,  Fergtis 


]  men  go  frac  oki  le  csd  of  the  country  and 
'  dcnm.  one  by  cee.  the  vazioos  imfinished  ] 
wmy-lines,  aiti  trea  Itz  tbe  colony  bind  i1 
to  ecmpkete  thr^se  ^es — ^in  the  order 
mended  by  these  =«n— to  payable  points ; 
imrtrad  of'fcavizg  «o  cneh  money  lying  idle 
we  have  now.  we  ^zzM  have  the  Minister  i 
'  Pablie  Wocks  fiilnlLng  the  law  he  laid  down 
I  1SB4.  When  the  £a5t  and  West  Coast  Raiiw 
j  Bill  waa  befcre  the  H  yzse  in  1634  I  showed* 
think,  inDontestabh-  th^  it  woold  take  a  _ 
much  larger  STim  than  the  estimate  of  tks* 
department  to  complete  the  railways  whicV 
had  been  s^hadowed  finh  and  which  the  coloHf 
was  bouc  i  to  7  r^cetr^  with,  and  which  have  be«lK- 
retonchcd  and  reaathorized  by  the  presefl^^ 
Government.  Bat  let  us  think  of  this:  Wf 
are  embarking  on  a  new  borrowing 
pubUc  works  policy.  Up  to  the  present 
we  have  borrow  lI  something  like  twenty* 
three  millions,  and  we  have  only  spent  about 
half  that  sum  in  the  ccnstruction  of  rail* 
ways.  According  to  this  I/oan  Bill  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  **  ear-mark*'  every  item« 
and  are  going  to  spend  the  balk  of  the  monej 
— that  is  to  say,  a  million — on  railways; 
but  I  do  not  believe  they  are  able  to  do  it. 
I  think  that  what  has  obtained  in  the  pajt 
will  obtain  in  the  future ;  and  that,  while  we 
know  that  it  will  take  something  like  twelve 
millions  of  money  to  complete  the  operations 
to  which  the  Government  are  at  present  com* 
mitted,  if  we  add  something  like  23  per  cent, 
to  that,  we  shall  find  that  it  will  take  some- 
thing like  sixteen  millions  of  money  to  bring  to 
anything  like  terminable  points  the  railways 
the  Government  at  present  have  in  hand.  I 
want  to  know  a  little  more.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  House  would  appoint  a  Commissioii 
to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  show  us  where  the 
various  sums  of  money  go.  We  are  cold  that 
on  the  Otago  Central  Kail  way  sums  have  been 
expended,  and  liabilities  incurred,  amounting 
to  £318,421  5s.  Id.  I  have  taken  out,  at  some 
considerable  trouble,  the  contracts  which  have 
been  let  on  that  lino,  and  I  find  that  there 
have  been  let  contraots  amounting  to  £169,238 
5s.  lOd.  These  contracts  were  let  BkS  follow : 
By  this  Government,  £98,065  IBs. ;  and  by  pre- 
vious Governments,  £91,172  7s.  lOd. :  that  is  a 
total  of  £189,238.  There  are  liabilities  amount- 
ing to  £51,203.  Where  has  the  balance  — 
£129,182 — gone  to  ?  Does  any  one  mean  to 
tell  me  that  work  to  the  value  of  £318,000  has 
been  done  on  that  line  ?  The  thing  is  utterly 
monstrous.  It  is  the  laughing-stock  of  thd 
colony ;  and  we  do  not  find  a  single  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  administration  of  public 
works,  or  a  single  expert,  who  approves  of  what 
has  been  done.  Wo  presumed  and  hoped  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  have  seen 
that  the  expenditure  was  made  justly,  and  that 
the  money  was  laid  out  in  the  most  judicious 
manner.  But  what  are  the  facts  ?  On  that 
line  no  less  than  £129,000  has  gone— no  one 
knows  where  I 
Mr.  HOLMES.— Spent  by  whom  ? 
Mr.  FEKGUS.— I  do  not  care  by  whom;  bat 
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I  say  the  greatest  part  has  been  expended  by 
the  present  Government.    It  is  going  on  now, 
and  I  thoroughly  believe  that  the  number  of 
inspectors,  of  overseers,  and  of  gangers  on  that 
line  exceeds  the   number  of  men  employed. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works  said  the  depart- 
mental expenditure  was  much  greater  than 
the  work  which  the  Government  had  in  hand 
justified :  but  still  those  expenses  are  kept  up. 
Indeed,  I  believe  that  since  he  has  taken  office 
the  expenditure  has  very  much  increased.    The 
honoorable  member    for   Christchurch   South 
asks  me  by  whom  this  expenditure  ha.s  been 
made.    I  will  tell  him  of  ono  work  on  which 
there  has  been   a  great  deal  of  expenditure 
"which  we   cannot    trace  —  the  North   Island 
Trunk  line.     PreWous  Governments  had  very 
little  to  do  with  that.     I  find  there  has  been 
ipent  on   that  line   £145,047.     I   have   taken 
out  the  contracts  on  the  line,  and  I  find  that 
they  amount  to  £106,000,  leaving  a  balance  of 
138,000,  or  between  30  and  35  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  which,  I  unhesitatingly  say,  has  been 
frittered  away  in  objects  which  were  never  con- 
templated when  we  voted  the  money.     If  we 
Are  going  on  in  that  way  with  the  rest  of  the 
line  we  shall  find  that  it  will  require  something 
like  two  millions  to  complete  the  railway.    The 
m&nner  in  which  work  has  been  let  in  this 
country   has    always    seemed    to    me    to    be 
wrong;  and  in  this  I  do  not  specially  blame 
the  present    ilinister    for    Public   Works,   al- 
though  hitherto   we    have    not    had  in   that 
of&ce  a  gentleman  so  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  carrying-on  of  work,  both  from  the 
engineering  point  of  view  and  practically,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman.     I  find  that,  out  of 
the  whole  1,613  miles  of  railway  constructed 
in  New  Zealand,  which  cost  £12,472,000,  the 
Avenge  cost  per  mile  of  railway  constructed 
by  the  Government  has  been  something  like 
^,949.     The  district  railways,  seventy-seven 
miles  of  which  we  have  purchased,  have  cost 
the  colony  d£3,675  a  mile  ;  so  that  we  have  this 
RtAring  us  in  the  face :  that  the  railways  con- 
structed by  the  Government  have  cost  some- 
thing like  £4,000  a  mile  more  than  the  railways 
constructed  by  private  companies.     I  say  that, 
as  far  as  departmental  expenses  are  concerned, 
this  heavy  extra  expense  is  caused  through 
^ving   fragmentary  lines  going  on  simulta- 
neously throughout  the  colony.    It  is,  of  course, 
Decessary  to  have  inspection  and  supervision 
on  all  these  lines,  which  causes  extra  expense ; 
but,  even  then,  I  think  the  staff  is  far  too  great 
for  the  work  done.     I  appeal  to  the  Statement 
oi  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  in  1884  to 
confirm  what  I  am  saying ;  and  I  have  only  to 
express  my  regret  that  he  should  continue  a 
system  which  at  that  time  he  condenmed  in 
^^ely  terms.     He  has  been  boasting  of  getting 
work  done  cheaper  than  elsewhere ;  but  let  me 
^all  attention  to  one  piece  of  work  on  the  line 
between   Masterton  and  Woodville.      It  was 
^dered  for  at  £14,000 ;  but  the  Government, 
JD  their  wisdom,  took  it  over ;  and,  according  to 
*  local  paper,  this  work  is  costing  the  colony 
^.OOij,  it  has  been  so  bungled.     I  say  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  responsible  for  that. 


And  what  else  do  we  find?— that  everywhere, 
from  the  north  to  the  south  of  the  colony,  on 
all  these  railways  which  the  colony  has  made, 
the  bridges  are  decaying,  the  cuttings  are  fall- 
ing in,  and  the  banks  are  giving  way;  and 
on  the  Otago  Central  line  so  bad  has  the 
work  been  which  has  been  done  by  the  unem- 
ployed that  it  will  absolutely  take  more  to  put 
the  line  in  order  again  than  the  original  esti- 
mate of  the  Engineer.  So  it  is  with  all  these 
fragmentary  lines.  I  could  find  some  justi- 
fication for  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  if  he 
had  stopped  even  at  the  vast  number  of  lines 
which  were  proposed  in  1884  ;  but  what  do  we 
find  the  honourable  member  doing  at  present  ? 
He  is  going  from  north  to  south  of  the  colony, 
and  doing  a  little  piece  here  and  a  little  piece 
there  of  lines  which  any  business-man  must 
know  will  not  be  finished  for  years  to  come. 
But  he  is  doing  more.  This  House  has  given 
authority  to  construct  a  railway  from  Brunner- 
ton  to  Springfield  and  to  Nelson,  and  it  is  also 
true  that  we  authorized  the  construction  of  a 
railway  from  Hokitika  to  Greymouth  ;  but  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  comes  down  to  the 
House  and  tells  us  that  there  is  a  proposition 
to  take  that  railway  by  way  of  Kumara.  In 
other  words,  this  colony  is  going  to  construct  a 
railway  two-thirds  of  the  length  of  which  will 
run  through  land  owned  by  a  private  company. 
There  can  be  but  one  of  two  reasons  for  such  a 
thing:  it  is  cither  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
company's  shares  in  the  London  money-market, 
or  else  it  is  to  catch  the  votes  of  the  members 
for  the  district.  Then,  there  is  another  line — 
that  from  New  Plymouth  to  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line — which  is  to  be  constructed  at  the 
small  cost  of  £8,000  a  mile — a  line  which  the 
people  do  not  want  in  any  way.  Again,  we 
have  the  Lawrence-Roxburgh  line,  which  will 
cost  considerably  more,  and  there  are  surveyors 
at  work  there  now.  Then,  there  is  another  line, 
and  upon  this  I  cannot  speak  with  so  much 
certainty — the  line  in  the  Gisborne  District. 
They  are  pledging  the  colony  right  and  left  to 
an  expenditure  which  they  cannot  justify, 
which  no  colonist  could  justify,  and  an  ex- 
penditure which  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
overtake.  The  conclusions  I  draw  from  all 
these  premisses  are  these  :  that  in  1884  the 
Government  did  not  mean  what  they  said ; 
and  that  they  are  perfectly  unable  to  carry 
out  the  proposals  they  are  now  making.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has  passed  the  day 
when  he  was  able  to  tackle  the  expenditure  of 
the  ofiice  of  which  he  is  the  head.  I  give 
him  credit  for  sufficient  knowledge,  and  I  say 
he  is  all  the  more  blameworthy;  but  I  can- 
not— in  the  face  of  all  the  facts  I  have  stated — 
give  him  credit  for  the  ability  and  backbone  to 
carry  out  what  are  undoubtedly  the  deliberate 
opinions  which  he  has  formed  after  a  long 
career  and  great  experience — opinions  which, 
if  he  could  carry  them  to  a  final  and  just  issue, 
even  if  to  do  so  it  were  necessary  that  he  should 
leave  the  colleagues  with  whom  he  is  now  asso- 
ciated, would  cover  his  name  with  renown,  and 
all  colonists,  and  we  and  you,  Sir,  and  every  one 
would  feel  that  he  was  worthy  the  position  hO(._ 
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occupies,  and,  indeed,  too  good  for  the  society 
into  which  he  is  cast. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  in  the  very  brief 
remarks  I  intend  to  make  I  shall  not  travel 
outside  tlie  Financial  Statement  and  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement.  I  shall  not  go  back  to 
what  has  been  said  during  the  recess,  nor,  in- 
deed, shall  I  do  more  than  touch  upon  any 
matter  which  has  already  been  spoken  on. 
This  matter  of  the  £800,000,  of  which  so  much 
has  been  said,  and  which  the  Treasurer  has 
acknowledged,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  to  be 
ft  great  mistake,  I  shall  only  touch  upon  to  this 
extent :  It  is  proposed  to  purchase  material 
worth  £290,000  already  in  hand,  and  which 
was  purchased  out  of  the  proceeds  of  former 
loans,  out  of  the  loan  we  are  about  to  raise. 
We  are  to  purchase  it  in  this  way  in  order 
to  provide  means  for  carrj'ing  on  works 
other  than  railways.  Now,  in  my  opinion, 
had  the  honourable  gentleman  put  a  sum 
of  £290,000  in  his  Loan  Bill  for  roads  and 
bridges,  and  other  miscellaneous  works,  in 
order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  this 
£800,000  which  is  fion  est^  it  would  have  been 
a  more  straightforward  course  than  to  add  a 
lot  of  figures  together,  as  the  Minister  for 
Public  Words  did,  and  subtract  others,  and  so 
leave  the  matter  in  a  state  of  utter  confusion 
to  most  minds.  It  would  have  been  far  better 
to  have  acknowledged  that  this  deficiency  of 
£800,000  would  have  to  be  supplemented 
from  the  new  loan ;  for  that  is  really  what  we 
are  doing,  and  the  Minister  is  only  doing  the 
same  in  a  roundabout  way,  which  is  not  worthy 
of  tho  Treasurer  or  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  It  would  have  been  better  frankly  to 
have  owned  that  there  was  not  so  much  money 
left  as  they  expected,  and  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, in  addition  to  tho  million  and  a  half  for 
railways,  to  ask  for  £290,000  for  other  works. 
I  merely  speak  of  that  £290,000  now  because  I 
think  wo  could  have  arrived  at  a  result  a  good 
deal  betu  I-  I)y  putting  that  amount  in  the  Loan 
Bill.  TJieii,  as  to  tho  £100,000  to  bo  taken  from 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Line  Loan  :  it  is  pro- 
posed that,  when  eventually  the  land  so  bought 
comes  to  be  sold  by  the  GovcrnuiLnt,  sufiicient 
of  the  proceeds  shall  be  paid  to  tlie  credit  of 
the  fund  for  the  construction  of  the  lino  to 
recoup  what  has  been  taken  for  the  purchase 
of  land ;  and  we  are  also  to  take  care  that  for 
the  future  the  fund  for  the  making  of  that  line 
shall  be  ear-marked — that  the  fund  shall  be 
tied  down  to  the  specific  purpose  for  which  it  is 
raised.  Now,  the  Act  passed  for  raising  a  spe- 
cial loan  for  the  North  Island  Trunk  Ime  says 
the  money  shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpose 
than  the  making  of  that  line;  and  what  can 
the  House  and  the  country  think  of  a  ^linister 
who  proposes  to  deliberately  violate  the  inten- 
tions of  the  House  by  taking  pojrt  of  the  money 
directed  by  Parliament  to  be  used  for  one 
special  purpose,  and  then  talks  about  tying 
down  and  ear-marking  the  rest  ?  And  lot  mo 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  part  of 
the  Bill  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  tie  down 
the  remainder  of  that  money.  After  providing 
that  £100,000  may  be  used  for  the  puzchase  of 
Mr,  Fergus 


land,  and  that  2i  per  cent,  in  value  of 
land  so  acquired  is  to  be  set  apart  for  endc 
ments  for  charitable  aid,  the  Bill,  in  clause  5^ 
goes  on  to  say, — 

*•  The  remainder  of  such  lands  shall  cons 
tute  a  railway  reserve,  the  proceeds  of  whic 
shall  be  applied,  as  Parliament  shall  from  timi 
to  time  direct,  in  the  construction  of  the  said 
main  trunk  railway,  and  of  branch  railwajra,^ 
tramways,  or  roads  in  connection  therewith. 

Sir,  did  we  vote  for  the  borrowing  of  tiia*?| 
million  of  money  to  make  tramways  and  branclt,| 
railways  ?    No  ;  the  House  dedicated  that  \onutJl 
to  one  purpose,  and  one  purpose  only  —  ^^^^ 
making    of   the  main  trunk  line  through  tha^,^ 
Island.    Then,  £200,000  of  what  are  consider 
to  be  prospective  liabilities  are  postponed  in-1^ 
definitely,  we  are  to  take  those  off  the  amount  A 
of  our  present  liabilities,  because  it  is  eonsi*  i 
dered  that  they  will  not  fall  in  till  some  f u  t,ur»"  | 
day.     It  was  the  intention  of  this  House,  whea  j 
passing  a  Bill  for  a  loan  for  the  North  Island  ] 
Trunk  Railway,  and  when  agreeing  to  the  con-  j 
struction  of  tliat  railway,  that  lands  should  be  :. 
purchased  along  the  route  of  that  railway  before  "^ 
the  railway  was  made.    That  was  clearly  ex-    - 
pressed  and  laid  down  by  Parliament,  not  onlx 
in  the  session  in  which  the  Loan  Bill  was  pas»cd» 
but  at  other  times  previously.    It  was  ackiiow- 
ledged  by  the  whole  House  that  it  would  not  be 
a  right  thing  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  the  money, 
or  any  portion  of  the  money  in  point  of  fact, 
until  we  had  acquired  sufficient  land  from  the 
Natives  by  the  sale  and  settlement  of  which  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  the  line  could  be  recouped 
to  the  colony,  and  by  providing  that  there  should 
be  settlement  where  possible  along  that  line,  st> 
that  the  line  itself  might  be  made  reprodnctive. 
I  know  very  well  that  the  Native  Minister  has 
said  that  we  have  purchased  som  j  land  along 
the  route  of  tlie  railway  ;  but  allow  me  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  the  land  is 
that    we  have  purchased.     Early  in  the  ses- 
sion I   asked  a  question  on  this  subject,  and 
I   asked  the  Native  Minister  if  he  would  be 
good  enough  to  lay  on  the  table  of  tho  House 
a  map  showing  the   locality  of  the  land  pur- 
chased,  so   that   tlie  House  might   be   in   the 
possession  of  the  infonnation.      I  did  this  be- 
cause, having  been  a  member  of  the  CJommitteo 
which  sat  on  this  subject  in  1884,  I  knew,  from 
the  evidence,  that  much  of  the  land  along  the 
route  of  the  line  is  imfit  for  settlement,  and 
wanted  to  see  where  the  land  bought  is.     Well, 
I  have  not  rob  the  information,  beyond  some- 
thing   vague    that   it  is   somewhere    between 
Mounts  Ituapchu  and  Tongariro  aad  the  Wa- 
nganui    River,   one  hundred  to  one   hundred 
and  fifty  miles  by  railway  route  from  Marton. 
Now,  the  land  there  —  that  is,  if  I  am  right 
in   the   assumption,   from   the   very   little  in- 
formation afforded  us  by  the  Minister:  of  the 
locality — was  described  to  the  Committee,  in 
1884,   by   persons   who  had  seen   it,    as   poor 
pumice-land.     Of  course  honourable  members 
generally  can  only  speak  in  the  light  of  what 
indirect  information   they  can  get  —  possibly 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  and  one 
or  two  other  members  know  the  locahty ;  but 
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in  the  absence  of  a  map,  other  mcmbors  have 
no  definite  information  as  to  where  the  land  is. 
Mr.  BALLiANCE. — It  is  on  the  railway-line. 
^Ir.   MONTGOMERY.— I  know.    Now,  the 
land  there,  according  to  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  Conunittee,  is  pumice-land :  I  have  looked 
np  the  evidence  to-day,  so  as  not  to  have  to 
trust  my  memory.    The  quality  of  the  land  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  trees  have  no  tap- 
root, but  that  tlie  roots  are  forced  to  go  out  late- 
xally  to  find  sustenance;  and  therefore,  when 
a  tree  blows  down,  the  roots  bring  up  with  them 
a  mass,  as  one  witness  described  it,  *'  as  big  as 
a  house."     That  is  as  to  the  land  wliich  is 
covered  with  timber,  which  is  considered  pretty 
good  land ;   and  the  open  pumice-country  is 
very  mnch  poorer.     I  venture  to  say  that  that 
k  not  the  class  of  land  we  should  purchase  at 
the  present  time,  because  it  is  not  land  on 
which   we   can  settle  a  largo  population.     I 
grant  that  that  land  should  be  purchased,  but 
I  ny  that  the  land  which  should  first  be  ac- 
quired is  the  land  for  twenty-five  miles  on  each 
nde  of  the  line  for  the  fifty  miles  between  the 
Vokau  Bange  and  Te  Awamutu.    That  is  the 
land  we  should  acquire  for  settlement,  but  the 
Natives  will  not  sell  it.    I  understand  that  the 
Native    Minister  speaks  of  that  land  as  not 
having  vet  passed  the  Court. 
Mr.  BALLANCE.— It  has  passed  now. 
Mr.   :aiONTG0MERY.  —  The  House  under- 
stood,   when  it  sanctioned    the   railway    and 
passed  the  Loan  Bill,  that  we  should  not  make 
a  railway  to  greatly  increase  the  value  of  that 
land — and  it  must  raise  it  very  greatly — until 
the  Crown  had  acquired  large  portions  of  it  for 
•ettlennent ;   because  that  is   a  district   that 
eon  Id  bear  the  settlement,  probably,  of  a  hun- 
dred  thousand  people.    The  Government  has 
not  acquired    any    land   there,  but  we    have 
paned  a  Bill  which  will  allow  the  Natives  to 
fell  thoir  land — through  Governraent  Commis- 
sicneTs  acting  on  the  advice  of  Native  Com- 
mittees— at  the  increased  value  to  be  given  to 
it  by  the  construction  of  the  railway.     I  do  not 
believe  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of 
Lands  will  think  I  am  saying  this  out  of  hos- 
tility to  him,  but  I  consider  it  was  all-impor- 
tant that  we  should  have  got  hold  of  that  land 
More  a  single  mile  of  the  railway  was  made. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
Honse.    IJiit,  at  all  events,  the  House  decided, 
without  a  dissentient  voice — it  does  not  appear 
in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
unquestionable  —  that  we  should  acquire  the 
land  before  the  making  of  the  railway.    Now, 
what  I  am    about    to    mention  may  appear 
a  !>maU   matter,    but  I  wish   to    say  it  has 
been  stated    by    the  Government    that  it  is 
not  proposed  that  we  should  pay  current  ex- 
penditure out  of  loan,  directly  or  indirectly. 
Bat  is  it  not  a  fact  that  we  are  asked   to 
take  out  of  the  loan  to  be  raised  this  year 
^'».4no  for  payment  of  rates  on   Crown  and 
Native  lands?    It  is  contended  that  the  rates 
paid  on  Native  lands  will  be  refunded  at  some 
foture  time ;  but  we  know  the  Treasurer  has 
stateil  iliat  the  present  value  of  the  liabilities 
en  account  of  moneys  advanced  by  the  Govcm- 
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ment  for  rates  on  Native  lands  is  only  10s.  in 
the  pound.  The  taking  of  loan-money  for  thia 
purpose  is  taking  it  in  aid  of  ordinary  revenue. 
It  was  the  intention  of  Parliament,  when  pass- 
ing the  Act  for  rating  Native  and  Crown  lands, 
that  the  rates  should  be  paid  out  of  ordinary 
revenue  or  Land  Fund  ;  but  here  we  are  taking 
£35,400  of  borrowed  money  for  current  expemli- 
ture  I  If  the  Treasurer  can  show  me,  in  rcplv- 
ing,  that  it  is  anything  else  I  shall  be  happer 
than  I  am  now,  because  I  oaimob  now  see  that 
it  is  anything  but  actually  aiding  ordinary 
revenue  by  loan.  Now  I  come  to  another  mat- 
ter ;  and  I  ask,  does  any  member  of  this  House 
know  the  total  amount  that  these  railways 
mentioned  in  the  scheiule  to  the  Loan  Bill 
will  cost  before  they  are  completed  ?  I  do  not 
mean  the  amount  of  money  we  are  asked  to 
vote  to  be  spent  on  them  this  year  and  next 
year,  but  what  they  will  cost  to  finish.  When 
we  have  begun  these  works  and  spent  large 
sums  on  them  we  know,  of  course,  that  they 
must  bo  completed  at  some  time;  hut  does 
any  honourable  member  know  what  the  total 
cost  of  the  completion  of  the  whole  of  them  will 
be  ?  Does  any  one  know,  except  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  ? — and  he  has  not  enlightened 
us.  The  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu 
says  it  will  he  fourteen  millions ;  but  I  do  not 
assume  it  will  bo  so  much  as  that.  At  any 
rate,  we  are  asked  to  vote  money  for  a  number 
of  works  without  knowing  what  those  works 
will  cost— the  information  is  not  given  to  us. 
There  is  no  question  that,  having  begun  each 
of  these  railways,  we  must  finish  it,  or  the 
large  sums  we  have  spent  on  them  will  be  en- 
tirely lost.  As  to  one  line — that  from  Hokitika 
to  Greymouth — we  do  not  even  know  the  direc- 
tion it  is  to  take. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  is  a  short 
deviation. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— That  deviation  may 
be  an  improvement  on  the  original  route  or  it 
may  not  be  ;  but,  at  all  events,  we  have  not 
the  information  that  would  enable  us  to  judge, 
for,  as  I  have  said,  we  do  not  even  yet  know 
the  route  the  line  is  to  take.  Then,  as  to  the 
line  between  Blenheim  and  Tophouse,  we  are 
asked  to  vote  £100,000  for  that  line,  without 
any  idea  whatever  of  what  the  line  will  cost, 
for  we  are  actually  asked  to  vote  the  money 
before  the  line  is  even  surveyed,  and  there- 
fore before  it  is  possible  to  know  what  it  will 
cost.  I  will  not  go  through  all  the  lines,  but 
I  think  that  that  is  a  question  which  is  worth 
considering.  Take  the  case  of  the  Helensvi He- 
North  of  Auckland  line.  I  see  it  is  marked  on 
the  map  as  far  as  the  Bay  of  Islands.  That 
may  be  a  very  desirable  line,  and  it  may  be 
true  that  an  extension  for  eight  or  nine  miles 
would  be  very  advisable ;  but  what  informa- 
tion have  we  about  it?  I  ask  honourable 
members,  what  do  they  mean  by  voting  this 
money  ?  Do  they  mean  to  carry  on  the  rail- 
ways at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  year,  as  was 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont,  or  do  they  mean  to  adopt  a  policy  which 
has  been  spoken  of  by  the  Prime  Minister  as 
a  policy  of  '*  edging  off"?    I  should  like  to 
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understand  what  the  policy  of  the  Government 
it«  When  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
va«  dealing  with  this  question  he  said  that  we 
•hoiild  spend  a  million  a  vear. 

Mr.  HOIiMES.— But  he  did  not  stick  to  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  know  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  said  that  it  is  necessary  to 
«dgQ  off ;  and  if  we  are  to  borrow  a  million  and 
a  half  now»  and  tliat  is  to  last  us  two  years,  it 
means  that  tlie  Government  propose  to  8X>end 
threo> quarters  of  a  million  a  year :  but,  if  we 
<are  to  go  on  with  the  railways  mentioned  in 
Uiis  schedule,  it  means  that  we  are  to  spend  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  Minister  proposed 
during  the  next  two  years,  or  incur  liabilities 
which  must  bo  met  after  the  Slst  March,  1886. 
1  want  to  know  what  the  policy  of  the  G<>vem- 
mont  is.  I  ank,  is  it  a  wise  thing  to  vote 
money  to  commence  lines  the  cost  of  which 
wo  do  not  know,  and  as  to  the  time  when  they 
are  to  bo  fuiislied  we  have  no  knowledge? 
Then,  I  winh  to  sa^  a  few  words  on  what  the 
Treasurer  said  in  his  Statement.  We  all  know 
that  the  indebtedness  of  this  colony  is  very 
large— wo  know  that  the  public  indebtedness 
is  vorv  great,  and  that,  notwithstanding  what 
the  TiVAsurer  said,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
roturu  we  rcooivo  for  our  ex|x>nditure  on  rail- 
wi\\H  i«  very  much  loss  thiui  Uie  people  of 
Now  South  NVrtlos  and  Victoria  receive  in  re- 
•p<H>t  of  their  rxjHMuliture.     But  there  is  one 

rirtioular  siatonjont  of  iho  Treasuror's  to  which 
wi^h  to  call  snooial  att<'ntion.  He  said  that 
our  private  ludoUtodiioss  is  mnhiiig.  it  dul  not 
cor.nt,  hcortiiso  we  hhouKl  look  ujv^n  the  piv^ple 
in  I'.j'K^rtud  ^^ho  lent  monev  to  ^x^rsons  in  the 
eoU»uy  a'*  Wm^;  \virino«  in  the  transaction 
—  ihrtt  I  hoy  riNk  thoir  money,  and  are»  in  fact. 
jMvrtuti'H,  lUit  ihoy  are  >virtncrs  who  take  all 
the  *oouritv.  Tlio  funnor — the  |vn^Mi  who 
unpivvcs  t)>e  h\nd  -  has  his  lar.d  pUsi^cd. 
\i  \w  H  aMo  lo  ]\ay  nit«  ivst  auvi  niivke  a 
evMutvMtah'«*  lnn,|;.  wcU  aiui  govxl.  IVat  if 
he  i«  \>nrtMo  to  V'^y  his  w.\y.  if  l;c  is  ur.Allo 
lo  )^^v  »nlo»\  nI,  the  n^'T.ov  Ur.vior  t^'kkcs  care 
^*^  ii»\uun:\to  tlu*  \\ivt»uiNi'.:i\  To  sivak  of 
ih«  xnonov  -  hna»^r  •  •  iJ\o  toiY»;i\  c,ii>';.\'.;st  — 
a'i  hc\r.»i  a  ^vutt^cr  with  tie  ^vop'e  to  wiunr. 
he  *,,  5MS  tl\i»  n\xM\cv  is  «v.uu,%lor,t  to  sjw;:^ 
th.xt  X  H*  rtlv<oi.!co  ia'^y.v  ;\\  is  a  UATtiu^r  \\.:l. 
h-s  tci,,>v.ix  ;'i;o  uuM.ox  "ev^xior  Ur./.s  i..> 
tr..M^,  \  t,  i\\  Ci^  A,<rut^.  AX  xi  ^^«%^^  ,\»:cv;>  iv.,  >: 
jicl  l;N.r  '.v,;inx^M,  lt\  .5u;x<m,  wo  r...i  t..o 
ms^r.^x  U*\x'.cr  or  0.^  4AVvV,o;\i  a\;rjt  ».i\  il.:* 
<N^o.i\tr\   5*«^   «  >'*.J  ^.A\^^  Ns^u'.o  Knx«.s  oi  c\^v,v 

tv  *^.^rA;c  tur  N  v  a  n^*.t  o!  Vw  \.«  >:.  ,a^  v/.v-x  r- 
r  .*  co.'virx  ,"*\\*  N.or.o^  V.;;  w>..n;  i.^c  ;iv.v.s 
«x  ,  ,*'.  ,x  >.o:.,^  j,  'vr»,/.  A\^,  av^''V;i  <V<*  ;u,x'*^r.Av; 
5,*;^  ,  y  "x  M".\  \\\\,  o„<  V.  c  )^^;«r.<;  aJ  V.^^r.v- 
J^  :x  s,    X  ",^  ci%\ /\u  Ara  r..<^  NK.iVs  .   .  V  v.s^  ;o 

\  ,,>    "'.•'♦^X    w   ,^v    o^^^^v    X    ^    w*^'.  k  ^.a;    ;s    "t^.^; 

a  ^^^v.:.»^  ,*  >M».'»  .-»v'  »,\  ",  .'v  ;x  O'  'v  ^''. 
vt  ^•;  *v^  '  I  Xs^  \^  ^,  ',  \  w.v.'.  TO  ^•..':  1  V, 
V4   ,:    V  ,  r  ,v  *,x  V    o   ,^>>'/    >\\  V,  */.^   »     Axv^  lo 

T\ "  >"  vx      N.M  x*^'    \    ri  >,>>  >*.\NN  ;    ,,,"   o;   ^■'r 
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public  men,  who  have  dared  to  say  that  iSk$ 
country  is  as  they  believe  it  to  be.  I  wish  to 
say  that  these  men  whom  the  Treasurer  hsi 
denounced — of  whom  he  has  said  that  they  an 
decrying  the  credit  of  the  colony  and  injaifii| 
its  financial  position — have  their  homes  hs^ 
their  families  are  here,  the  colony  is  their  hcaod, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  injure  fcb 
land  in  which  they  live  and  which  they  regui 
as  their  home.  If  the  Premier  of  this  coioi^ 
— wlio  is  almost  a  son  of  the  soil,  for  he  cams 
here  when  he  was  but  a  lad,  and  is  entitled  te 
speak  about  the  colonists — had  said  thiis,  iilM 
had  deprecated  the  utterances  of  public  men, 
and  said  he  regretted  the  statements  that  hal 
been  made,  we  should  have  known  that  be  hal 
been  prompted  by  the  aspirations  of  a  tniecol^ 
nist,  and,  though  we  might  have  disagreed  vitk 
him,  at  any  rate  we  should  have  respected  ha 
opinions  ;  but  I  do  not  respect  the  opiuioDS  ol 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  when  he  denoimcestha 
public  men  of  New  Zealand. 

Major  ATKINSON.—  I  confess  that  I  ted 
somewhat  disappointed  that  neither  the  Fie- 
mier  nor  the  Minister  for  Public  Worits  faai 
thought  it  necessary  to  rise  in  reply  to  ajijof 
the  very  important  speeches  which  have  beea 
delivered  by  several  members  of  tlie  Hocsa, 
and  I  can  only  conclude  that  the  speeches  an 
unanswerable.  There  the  honourable  gentle- 
men have  sat — I  do  not  exactly  know  how  to 
describe  their  position,  but  I  have  been  watch- 
ing them  most  carcfuUv.  1  am  a  soft-hearted 
man.  and  I  have  really  felt  for  them— itheie 
the  honourable  gentlemen  have  sat,  dumb,  a&' 
able,  I  siiproso,  to  answer  the  speeches  that 
have  In^cn  made.  I  can  only  suppose  that  their 
object  has  Iven  to  get  all  the  speeches  on  the 
I  other  side  deliTereu,  and  then  to  cover  up  the 
I  fac:s  in  a  clo^id  of  v^ords,  and  so  mislead  the 
I  public.  That  is  the  only  conclusion  that  I  cap 
I  come  to.  But  I  may  tell  them  this:  that  if 
they  think  they  are  g'^ing  to  conduct  the 
busir.css  of  the  House  in  this  way  they  are 
t:T>  At.y  r.jistAkcn  ;  for,  if  their  speeches  reqaiie 
su;>wer.:.c,  answered  they  sliall  be  bsfore  the 
er.xi  v^f  I.  e  Otl Ale,  and  the  responsibility  fof 
lcri::htr.:rj:  the  debate  must  rest  upon  the 
hcA.i  oi  the  Goven':r.«:-nt.  Wo  were  willing  to 
•j'.ve  tht-r.i  e\cry  a>sS.>tarce  in  our  }X)wer,  oxA 
:ht  V  j^rv"  sh  :k::  c  :>.v:r  dr.iy  to  the  House  and 
to  :  e  o.^u:;:rv.  &:.a  lo  the  Opposition,  and  they 
:^  ;:>:  s-.ftr  it  :t.  B^-ic-re  begiiming  the  re- 
r.-.ArWs  wh.ch  i  an:  aloui  to  make,  I  wish  to 
k"^^  ;f  ire  h.^r.-^ir.^l'.e  gentlemen  opposit* 
\%:.»  ht*  kv  «  cr..~rch  lo  t<'.;  me  what  it  is  that 
:  :\v  y:-  p.se  :o  <\;>r-d  upon  Native  land  next 
vtoir,  1  v.A<  i;r..ur  the  impression  that  I 
.,r/..r^%v\',  :".  »•  r>:::r..-.;es.  i:ke  my  honourai»le 
:  i*^./;  :,.?»  :x-'-.vr  :\r  \Vai;otara,  until  the 
:.x:r,  >:  r  -f  :  ^-^  v.s  c::  up  £u?.d  said  the  mero- 
.cr  t.  r  \»A  : -v.r.'.  h*.:  er::rvly  mistaken  the 
.V-  .".v:<--^  1  <ii  • -^  i.;\.»MCO  was  only  fof 
:  -  <  ^,^*^s  ^v.xi  ...:urt.  ai^.d  that  they  in- 
,>  ."iv^  ;o  >:x;.,;  a;:o:hcr  certain  sum— I  o^ 
Vxv;  X-  .  u  • ,  u  —  c>. — r^txt  year.  Now,  I  wiwj 
*x"  *;>:  V  ,  .V-  :  e  :aci*  as  they  stand,  M« 
Vv  5  v.x  •  i  •:.  :. .««:  ii:vrr  f.v:-res,  and  I  shall 
;.u:\>.:v  ^<  ^..i^  u  t-::c  ccnoutahle  gentlcDicai 
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mill  tell  me,  longhly — I  do  not  wish  to  tie  them 
iown  to  a  few  thousands — ^what  they  propose  to 
•pend  next  year.  Can  the  honooiable  gentle- 
vieii  tell  me  that  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— We  have  not  thought  of 
next  year. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Not  thought  of  it? 
Mr.  BALLANCE.— Certainly. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  I  ask  the  House 
to  thmk  of  that.    These  honourable  gentlemen, 
having  undertaken  to  purchase  large  tracts  of 
hnd  along  this  North  Island  Trunk  Railway, 
tell  us  now  that  they  have  not  even  thought  of 
vhat  they  are  going  to  spend  next  year.    I  just 
^ssk  the  House  to  think  of  what  sort  of  finance 
fteiis  must  be  t    What  sort  of  finance  must 
ie  possible  when  they  declare  that,  and  ap- 
prently  with  a  light  heart?    I  have  never 
beard  such  a  conf  es.sion. 
Mr.  HOLMES. — You  would  not  confess  it. 
Major  ATKINSON.— No  ;  I  always  looked  a 
^ear  or  two  ahead.   I  knew  what  I  was  going  to 
'do.   I  suppose  the  Colonial  Treasurer  agrees 
vith  what  has  been  said  by  the  Native  Minis- 
ter ;  and  I  siippose  the  reason  that  they  have 
not  thought  of  what  they  are  going  to  do  next 
jrear  is,  that  they  will  have  no  money  to  pay 
for  any  land. 
^Ir.  HOLMES. — And  a  very  good  reason,  too. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  I  accept  that  as  a 
leason,  as  a  very  excellent  reason,  for  gentle- 
men who  are  content  with  voting  away  all  the 
money  they  have  got,  trusting  to  something  to 
tarn  up  next  year  to  provide  for  their  neces- 
sities.   I  can  understand  that  sort  of  finance : 
ittt  I  want  the  country  to  understand  it,  and  I 
vut  the  House  to  understand  it.    And  now 
ve  have  it  confessed  by  the  Minister  of  Lands 
«Mi  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  no  provision 
<i  funds  has  been  thought  necessary  for  the 
KativQ  lands  which  those  honourable  gentle- 
men have  determined  to  buy — for  they  have 
determined  to  buy  them.    Honourable  mem- 
bers will  recollect  the  interruption  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  met  with  when  he 
aesnmed— and  was  justified  in  assuming,  ac- 
«o^ling  to  these  estimates— that  the  £100,000 
^i  for  expenditure  during    the    two   years. 
^*ow,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  very  kind  the 
other  night,  and,  as  it  is  a  very  unusual  thing 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  so  kind 
«id  solicitous,  the  commencement  of  his  speech 
•^  take  us  a  little  by  surprise ;  but  he  failed 
altcgother  in  persuading  the  Opposition,  at  any 
^T'te,  that  after  the  speech  which  he  made  it 
^ns  unnecessary  for  us  to  refer  to  the  matter. 
He  was  kind  enough  to  Fay  he  was  going  to  put 
tlie  matter  in  such  a  clear  light,  that  he  was 
tcinsr  to  reconcile  the  Financial  Statement  and 
the  Public  Works  Statement  in  such  a  clear 
^^^Miner,  that  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for 
an^botly  else  to  say  a  word  upon  it.     Well,  I 
aiinire  the  honourable  gentleman's  statements 
vfiHr-  much,  especially  if  they  are  intended  not 
to  contey  the  true  facts  of  the  case.     I  say  this 
•j^'^ply  in  a  parliamentary  kind  of  way,  but  I 
know  nobody  who  can  make  what  is  called  a 
clean  breast  of  it  and  yet  not  supply  a  single 
lAct  better  than  th,>  hoiloiu-able  gentlemxin-can 


do  it.  That  was  very  much  the  position  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  up  the  other  night 
when  -he  oame  down  and  let  us  into  two 
Cabinet  secrets  which  were  no  secrets  at  all, 
and  whioh  the  world  had  known  for  I  do  not 
know  how  many  months  or  weeks.  Now,  I 
am  not  going  to  lay  a  general  bill  of  indictment 
against  the  Government  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  shall  probably,  before  the  end  of  the 
session,  have  to  catalogue  some  of  their  sins 
— ^not  all,  for  that  would  take  up  a  greater 
quantity  of  Hansard  than  I  should  be  justified 
in  taking  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  but 
I  shall  probably  catalogue  some  of  their  sins, 
for  convenience  of  general  reference.  They 
have  hidden  them  up  so  well  in  this  padding  of 
the  Financial  Statement  and  the  Public  Works 
Statement  and  other  documents  of  that  kind 
that  it  is  necessary  to  catalogue  them,  to  sift 
the  ohaff  from  the  wheat,  in  order  that  the 
public  may  got  at  the  real  faots  of  the  case. 
But  to-night  I  am  going  to  confine  myself  to 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment and  the  Loan  Bill  which  is  under  con- 
sideration. Now,  with  regard  to  the  Statement 
itself,  I  want  to  say  that,  as  far  as  I  can  sec, 
in  matters  of  detail  the  Statement  is  full  and 
business-like.  With  the  notable  exception  of 
pages  17  and  19 — to  which  I  shall  have  to  refer 
presently — it  seems,  in  all  matters  of  detail,  to 
be  a  fairly  business-like  and  full  Statement ; 
but  those  pages  were  evidently  written  either 
with  the  object  of  clouding  wisdom  by  a  num- 
ber of  words,  or  they  were  written  without  a 
proper  knowledge  of  the  facts  which  they  pre- 
tend to  elucidate.  With  these  exceptions,  the 
Statement  generallv,  so  far  as  matters  of  detail 
go,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fairly  business-like  and 
full  Statement.  But  when  I  have  said  that,  I 
have  said  all  I  can,  for  it  is  perfectly  guiltless 
of  any  attempt  at  policy.  There  is  nothing 
like  a  policy  in  it ;  there  is  not  even  what  we 
may  call  a  reference  to  policy.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  evidently  been  instructed  by 
the  Cabinet,  because,  if  pledges  and  promises 
go  for  anything,  there  is  no  doubt  that,  if  he 
had  been,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti  described  it  the  other  day,  *4oose  off  the 
chain '*  when  he  wrote  this  Statement,  it  is  clear 
he  would  have  sketched  out  for  ua  a  little  more 
policy  in  the  matter:  he  would  at  any  rate  have 
given  us  some  reasons  for  his  proceedings ;  but 
it  is  evident  that  here  was  the  conflict  between 
the  Premier  and  the  Treasurer.  The  Premier, 
knowing  very  littlo  about  these  things,  at 
length  woko  up,  very  late,  to  what  was  being 
done  ;  and,  having  suddenly  determined,  "  We 
must  curtail  our  expenditure,"  no  doubt  ho 
cautioned  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  on 
110  account  to  commit  the  Government  to  any- 
thing like  a  scheme.  '•  We  must  gradually  draw 
in,"  said  the  Premier.  But  there  i«  no  doubt 
the  ^Minister  for  Public  Works  also  got  a 
word  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  said, 
**  Although  you  do  not  give  a  general  scheme, 
bo  careful  to  bo  lavish  in  expenditure,"  And 
it  is  these  contradictory  orders  that  reflect 
theuisolves  in  the  Statement,  as  I  shall  show 
before  I  sit  down.    Now,  I  want  to  say  a  fe>¥" 
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wozda  about  the  management  of  our  railways, 
first  of  all.  And  here  I  am  not  going  to  say  very 
much,  because  it  was  so  ably  dealt  with  by  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wakatipu 
that  I  need  not  go  very  much  into  the  matter ; 
but  I  do  want  to  know  from  the  Minister  how 
it  is  that  he  has  so  completely  changed  his 
opinion,  or  how  it  is  that  he  sits  upon  those 
benches.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  us,  when  he  came 
into  office,  that  the  railways  were  the  most 
wretchedly-managed  railways  that  were  known 
to  exist  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  they 
were  mismanaged  in  every  possible  way — ^mis- 
managed as  to  the  trains,  mismanaged  by  waste 
of  money ;  and  that,  generally,  they  were  the 
most  inconvenient  and  most  expensive  lines 
one  could  well  imagine  for  such  a  country  as 
this.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke 
as  an  expert,  spoke  as  a  man  knowing  what  he 
was  spei^ng  upon ;  and  he  told  us  that  he  was 
so  impressed  with  this  matter  that  he  would 
not  have  joined  the  Government  if  he  was  not 
fully  satisfied  that  both  Parliament  and  the 
Government  meant  to  place  those  railways 
under  the  charge  of  two  Boards — one  for  the 
North  Island  and  one  for  the  South.  That 
was  the  distinct  pledge  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and  then  this  year  we  find  the 
honourable  gentleman  saying — I  do  not  like 
to  say  "whining;"  but,  if  that  is  a  parlia- 
mentary expression,  it  seems  to  me  that  that 
is  really  what  the  honourable  gentleman  does 
in  this  Statement — that  it  is  useless  to  attempt 
it.  He  says,  **  I  still  believe  in  it " — though  he 
does  not  say  that  so  distinctly  as  he  did — "I 
still  believe  in  it ;  but  neither  Parliament  nor 
the  country  will,  apparently,  listen  to  me.  The 
Government  are  afraid  Parliament  will  not 
have  it,  so  I  must  do  the  best  I  can."  And  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  this  matter  is  not 
singular,  for  exactly  the  same  spirit  pervades 
every  member  of  the  Government.  Every 
member  puts  off  responsibility  on  somebody 
else — "Somebody  told  me  to  do  it."  Why, 
Adam  and  Eve  are  nothing  to  it.  Somebody 
told  him  to  do  it ;  and  that  is  a  full  answer — 
as  it  used  to  be  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  only  say,  "  The  late  Government  did  so." 
Now  the  late  Government  has  passed  out  of  view 
for  a  little  time,  and  they  have  got  into  the 
habit  of  saying,  "  Somebody  told  me  to  do  it." 
There  is  the  Treasurer  with  his  millions :  where 
are  they  ?  His  tools  have  not  attended  him, 
prosperity  has  not  come,  every  promise  is  gone ; 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  is  still  content 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  country  in  the 
way  in  which  the  Opposition  will  permit  him  to 
do  it.  I  might  go  over  all  the  Ministers,  one 
after  another,  and  show  just  the  same  thing ; 
but  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  practically  useless,  because  it 
is  admitted.  The  honourable  gentlemen  seem 
rather  to  glory  in  it,  and  their  idea  of  Respon- 
sible Government  is  not  that  they  are  respon- 
sible, but  that  somebody  else  is  responsible ; 
and  they  are  willing,  apparently,  to  do  anything 
anybody  else  directs  them  to  do,  satisfied  with 
the  plea,  "  They  told  us  to  do  it."  I  leave  them 
Major  Atkinson 


there  at  present.  Now  I  want  to  know  from 
Minister  how  it  is  that  this  change  has  ei 
about.  If  he  had  come  down  boldly  and  ■ 
"  My  two  years*  experience  has  tau^t  me  1 
I  was  wrong ;  I  see  that  the  railways  can 
managed  better  by  a  Minister,"  I  could  1 
understood  his  position.  It  would  have  li 
quite  right  and  honest  of  him  to  do  that ; 
still,  to  believe  in  these  Boards,  and  to  sit ' 
— I  confess  I  am  astonished  that  the  hoBfl 
able  gentlenoan  should  submit  to  that !  Tk 
did  he  not,  apparently,  administer  the  railw 
in  a  most  wretched  manner,  as  sho\m  by  i 
of  the  great  supporters  of  the  Govennnent 
and  I  hope  always  to  be  saved  from  such  s 
porters,  except  in  this  one  respect,  and  tj 
covers  a  multitude  of  sins:  Tne  honouzal^ 
gentleman  always  votes  right.  There  was 
honourable  gentleman  last  night — he  got 
in  his  place  and  showed  that  the  trains ' 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  formerly  pir 
out  for  special  animadversion  were  stiU 
ning  at  tne  same  times  and  doing  the  s 
work  as  the  honourable  gentleman  described  ifl 
a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  community.  I  Mi 
referring  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wakfr 
nui.  I  confess  that  I  did  think  that  on  tl^ 
matter — and  there  is  no  matter  of  much  moft 
importance  than  the  management  of  oar  ibA^ 
ways— the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  on  U^ 
ing  office,  would  have  changed  it,  and  I  t$f, 
that  to  tell  the  House  that  he  cannot  chaaff 
it  is  not  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  Besponsibli 
Minister.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  a  Ministrf 
to  sit  there  and  see  the  whole  countiy  roSb* 
managed — the  whole  of  the  railways  being  ims- 
managed — ^because  the  Government  of  whidt 
he  is  a  member  have  not  the  courage  to  iaetj 
the  position.  Well,  next  I  come  to  the  jKa^j 
posed  works  ;  and  these  I  must  divide  into  thntj 
classes — i^e  railways,  roads  and  mi8cellaneoi»| 
works,  and  the  land-purchases.  And  now  I; 
want  to  call  honourable  members*  attention  te 
this:  The  great  cry  of  this  Government  froa 
the  very  beginning  has  been,  "We  will  msk* 
railways,  and  not  roads."  That  is  a  distinct 
policy.  It  is  quite  right,  if  the  honomaUs 
gentlemen  hold  those  views,  that  they  shonH 
give  effect  to  them ;  but  what  I  do  dislike,  sM 
what  I  say  this  House  should  condemn,  i* 
Ministers  is  professing  one  thing  and  doinf 
another.  They  liave  told  us  distinctly  thst 
railways  arc  what  they  believe  in,  and  not 
roads. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL.— No,  no. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What,  another  chitfg 
of  front !  Well,  I  have  seen  it  and  gncssed 
it  was  coming  for  some  time.  I  was  coming  to 
that  presently.  What  I  wanted  to  do  was  to 
put  Ministers  in  a  right  position.  If  they  MJ 
really  in  favour  of  roods  and  not  railwayi  * 
will  not  find  fault  with  them — a  late  repent- 
ance is  better  than  no  repentance  —  ®^^_^ 
death-bed  repentance,  and  that  has  veryneai^ 
come  now.  Well,  the  honourable  gentleman* 
in  favour  of  roads,  so  ho  tells  us;  but  he  ^^ 
guises  very  mucli  from  the  public  and  fro® 
this  House.  I  am  sure  the  House  had  no  idea 
that  the  honourable  gentlemen  were  in  fatoff 


^iS86.} 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


LoanBiU. 


U9 


4l  zoftds.    They  were  in  favour  of  roads  bei.ig 
>«oiitf6rueted  by  local  bodies,  and  out  of  local 
ftttnce  entirely :  at  any  rate,  no  assistance  was 
Id  be  gi?en — the  Roads  and  Bridges  Act  was  to 
be  repealed,  and  their  wonderful  Local  Bedicci' 
Foweis  and  Finance  Bill  was  to  take  its  place. 
Ibat  was  laughed  out  of  the  House,  of  course, 
the  honourable  gentlemen  have  come  round 
fndually,  in  their  legislation  this  year,  so  that 
tikis  House  must  help  to  make  roads.    It  is 
•foite  evident  now  that  the  Treasurer  is  for 
JeclaEing  for  a  roads  policy,  instead  of  railways. 
S  he  has  not  declared  so  in  words,  he    has 
pnctieally  done    so    in  the  Statement  I  am 
4ntictsiug,  and  not  only  in  this  Statement,  but 
ift  his  action  from  beginning  to  end.    It  may 
be  that   he    did    not    know  it ;   but,  at  any 
ate,  anybody  who  looks  on  the  amount  spent 
by  tliose  honourable  gentlemen  in  roads  and 
bridges  will  see  it  is  the  fact.    This  was  a  Go- 
wmment  of  railways,  as  I  was  saying.    That 
'««B  what  they  preached,  and  they  told  us  the 
nason  why — Because  railways   are  reproduc- 
tive, and  upon  reproductive  works    we   must 
^pend  ear  money.    But  after  the  Treasurer  had 
Men  all  over  the  country,  and  had  acquired 
•ome  knowledge  of   the  requirements  of  the 
ieeal  bodies,  and  had  submitted  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  last  session,  the  honourable  gentleman 
arriTed  at  the  conclusion  that  a  million  and  a 
balf  a  year  should  be  spent  on  railways,  and 
bslf  a  million  on  other  works.    Then  he  went 
«i  \d  say  that  some  provision  would  have  to 
be  made  to  take  the  place  of  the  Beads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act ;  so  he  is  gradueJly 
coming  lound.    But,  still,  he  persisted,  and  on 
Mvezal  occasions  he  had  to  interpret  the  Pre- 
mier.  The  Premier  made  a  celebrated  speech 
U  InTercargill,   in  which  ho  said  he  was  not 
going  to  submit  to  unlimited  borrowing  for 
nilwayg  or  anything  else.    But  the  Treasurer 
vas  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  speech  of  the 
Premier,  and  he  had  to  interpret  it  to  the  pub- 
lie.  He  said  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  sup- 
poEe  that  the  Premier  had  any  idea  of  limiting 
Ijonowing  for  railways.    The  borrowing  wa.s  to 
in  practically  unlimited ;  but  only  a  limited 
UDount  was  to  be   spent  upon  roads.     That 
WM  what  the    Premier    meant    by    gradual 
^^ntailmant,  the  Treasurer  told  us.    He  inter- 
pted  it  to  the  Wellington  people  in  the  first 
mstance,  and  to  us  since.    I  suppose  that  was 
tile  interpretation,  as  the  Premier  has  never 
I   denied  it.    But  it  looks  a  little  doubtful  when 
jRB  consider  the  acts   of  the  present  session. 
«>«e  works  were  to  be  reproductive.    Now,  if 
««y  wereto  be  reproductive,  this  House  had  a 
*°gbt  to  expect  that,  when  a  scheme  of  rai '  .vays 
J« proposed,  and  a  loan  to  carry  them  oi.  c,  we 
AotUd  be  shown    the   reason   for  executing 
»«  partidnlar  works.    I  should  like  it  to  be  ez- 
^^ed  by  some  Minister — the  Minister  for 
I   ^lic  Works,  if  he  has  sufficiently  recovered 
^^  the  speeiches  delivered ;   or,  if  not,  the 
,    "*»ier.   Of  conrse,   the  Premier  is  always 
i    '•"y  to  speak  on  any  subject — ^I  will  not  say 
i  ^  tty  cide,  because  that  would  be  disrespectful 
^is  House.    But  we  know  that  in  another 
(^  the  kenoarable  genUamoQ  is  ^repued, 


on  proper  representations  in  the  way  of  fees, 
to  talk  on  whichever  side  may  be  necessary.  I 
should  not  like  to  say  anything  about  it  here ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  I  hope  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  if  he  has  sufficiently  recovered 
his  spirits,  will  be  able  to  tell  us  to  what  class 
these  railways  belong.  I  have  a  special  right 
to  ask  for  this,  because  it  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  honourable  gentlemen  that  the 
Treasurer  told  us  this,  when  he  was  forediadow- 
ing  his  great  schemes : — 

"  As  regards  railways,  besides  the  main-trunk 
lines,  there  are  hundreds  of  miles  for  which 
a  cry  comes  up  from  different  parts  of  the 
country.  We  propose  that,  in  future,  there 
shall  be  three  classes  of  railways  :  Forest  rail- 
ways, the  cost  of  which  the  State  forests  will 
defray;  district  railways,  for  which  the  local 
bodies  recommending  them  shcdl  defray  one- 
half  the  yearly  interest  in  excess  of  receipts ; 
and  main-trunk  lines,  for  which  the  colony 
shall  be  wholly  liable." 

Now,  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  those  days  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  some  idea  of  a 
scheme  that  he  was  going  to  give  effect  to :  and 
he  has  been  full  of  schemes  ever  since.  It  is 
quite  clear  from  his  own  Statement  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  borrow  ten  millions ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  he  intended  to  borrow  some  large 
sum — perhaps  eight  or  nine  millions — in  order 
to  map  out  the  colony  in  railways,  and  gradu- 
ally to  pursue  them  to  completion.  Now,  I  want 
to  know,  if  that  has  gone,  what  other  position 
has  the  Government  taken  up  ?  If  that  is  not 
the  case,  how  is  it  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  not  told  us  to  which  class  these  rail- 
ways belong — that  he  has  not  told  us  whether 
they  will  be  reproductive,  and  to  what  extent  ? 
It  is  quite  clear  that  a  great  many  of  these 
railways  have  no  business  in  this  Bill  at  all : 
and  we  shall  probably  have  a  word  or  two  to 
say  about  that  presently.  I  do  not  think  they 
can  be  said  to  come  within  any  of  the  proposals 
that  the  Government  have  made  in  their 
speeches  to  this  House  or  the  country.  The 
very  same  year  that  that  Statement  was  made 
to  the  House  the  Treasurer  suddenly  saw 
another  scheme  looming  in  the  distance — the 
celebrated  Meiggs  scheme.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  remember  that  that  was  to  be  the 
opening  of  a  new  era  in  the  colony.  There 
were  glorious  vistas  of  railways  connecting 
Taranaki,  Napier,  Gisbome,  and  I  do  not  know 
where  else  down  south.  No  doubt,  had  the 
Treasurer  submitted  the  scheme  founded  on 
the  proposals  to  Meiggs  we  should  have  rail- 
ways classified  as  forest,  district,  and  main 
lines.  But  again  I  ask,  why  are  they  not 
classified  now  ?  Why  euro  we  not  told  what 
these  railways  are,  and  what  return  may  be 
expected  from  them  7^--because  this  is  not  a 
Government  carrying  on  railways  by  little  bits 
here  and  there,  but  they  are  pursuing  a  con- 
tinuous policy,  completing  first  the  main  lines, 
and  then  carrying  on  the  railways  only  to  such 
points  as  they  think  will  pay.  But,  if  this  is 
so,  where  is  the  information,  and  why  have  we 
not  got  it  7  I  just  want  to  ask  the  House  to 
,look  at  their  proposals  this  yeari  and  I  want  to- 
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refer  to  what  they  really  propose  with  regard 
to  railways.  I  may  here  compliment  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  upon  toe  change  in  the 
way  in  which  he  pro})oses  to  talce  the  esti- 
mates. I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  sorry  for 
it  afterwards,  and  especially  if  he  ties  it  up'too 
much  he  will  get  into  very  great  difficulty.  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  public  will  be  very  much 
benefited ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  an  at- 
tempt to  let  the  House  see  what  is  being  done, 
and  to  that  extent  it  is  very  laudable.  I  think 
it  is  quite  well  worth  while  trying  the  experi- 
ment, although  I  would  advise  him  to  silow 
himself  sufficient  means,  and  not  tie  him- 
self up  too  tightly,  or  I  foresee  that  consider- 
able difficulty  may  arise.  But  what  is  the 
proposal  here?  The  Government  propose  to 
spend  and  to  commit  us  to  liabilities  during 
the  current  year  to  the  extent  of  £2,350,000 ; 
and  out  of  that  there  is  only  £1,273,000 
set  down  for  railways.  For  departmental  ex- 
penditure £14,000  may  be  added,  so  that  you 
may  say  £1,280,000.  That  is  all.  Is  that  car- 
rying out  their  policy?  Very  little  over  half 
of  the  money  to  be  voted  now  for  expenditure 
and  for  liabilities  to  the  end  of  the  year  is  to 
be  applied  to  railways.  Do  not  let  mo  be  mis- 
understood. I  am  not  saying  that  the  expendi- 
ture upon  roads  is  unwise.  What  I  complain 
of  is  this:  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  no  right  to  go  to  the  country  and  pretend 
to  the  country  that  they  are  only  spending 
money  on  reproductive  works»  while  they  come 
before  members  as  providing  everything  that  is 
wanted  for  the  various  districts.  Then  I  come 
to  the  question  of  land -purchases.  I  confess 
I  webS  astonished  at  the  answer  the  Native 
Minister  gave  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara,  if  answer  it  could  be  called.  It 
was  no  answer  whatever.  It  was  simply  a 
dcficmce  of  the  law  and  of  this  House,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  neglected  his 
duty  in  beginning  the  purchase  of  this  land  at 
the  proper  time.  What  excuse  did  he  give  for 
returning  to  this  wretched  system,  which  will 
cost  the  country  thousands  of  pounds — the  com- 
mission system  ?  He  covered  it — as  Ministers 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing  —  with  a  cloud  of 
words.  Ho  says  this  House  was  inBisting  upon 
the  purchase  of  land  along  the  North  Islsknd 
Trunk  Bail  way-line.  The  House  said  it  was 
to  be  done;  and  in  his  anxiety  to  fulfil  the 
desire  of  the  House  he  was  obliged  to  em- 
ploy agents  on  commission.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  occasion  to  employ  those  gentlemen 
on  conmiissi&n.  I  say  nothing  against  those 
gentlemen ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is 
grave  reason  to  suspect  political  influence  in 
the  matter,  and  it  is  my  business  to  say  so.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  will  see  who  those  men 
arc  who  are  receiving  commission  they  will  see 
that  there  is  grave  reason  to  think  that  there 
are  other  motives  at  work  than  merely  a  desire 
to  get  the  land  speedily.  I  say  that  if  more 
officers  were  wanted  they  should  have  been 
appointed  for  the  department.  The  officer  con- 
ducting the  negotiation  is  a  thoroughly  capable 
man;  and  I  say  that  to  employ  an  ex-mjember 
•of  this  House,  and  an  avowed  candidate  at  the 
Major  Atkinson 


next  election,  for  this  purpose  is  not  jusi 
under  the  circumstances.  There  can  be 
reason  for  it  whatever ;  and  the  officers  of 
department  should  have  been  employed, 
is  na  doubt  this  matter  was  very  < 
considered  by  the  House,  and  deli' 
at  a  large  expense,,  the  House  got  rid  of  _ 
wretched  system ;  and  yet,  despite  the  low 
the  land — which  can  only  be  got  over  by 
quibble,  if  it  can  be  got  over  at  all— des] ' 
the  law,  which  says  that  no  land  shall 
bought  on  commission,  the  honourable  gont]»^ 
men  go  on,  simply  on  the  plea  of  "  urgency**^ 
and  employ  agents,  at  2d.  an  acre,  to  buy  laadL-i 
There  is  no  question  that  large  quantities  <£ 
land  will  be  bought  which  are  utterly  wortlh- . 
less ;  and  then  the  honourable  gentleman  geli^' 
up  and  says,  "  The  Natives  are  not  to  fix  tibft- 
reserves :  they  are  to  meet  the  Oovemmenl. 
officers  and  determine  where  they  are  to  be." 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  anything  ; 
of  the  purchasing  of  Native  land  he  kno«»  i 
that  the  Natives  always  select  the  reserves  ok  '■ 
the  first  instance — the  Natives  know  well 
where  the  reserves  are  to  be.  If  the  honouraUer 
gentleman  thinks  the  Natives  are  to  be  pot 
ofi  with  a  bit  of  pumice,  and  that  he  is  going, 
to  get  the  good  land,  he  will  be  grievously 
mistaJcen.  There  is  no  excuse  whatever  for 
returning  to  this  wretched  system,  and  I  hope 
the  Government  will  announce,  before  thita 
debate  is  over,  that  they  intend — ^in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  the  land — to  give  up  this  s^ 
tcm ;  and,  if  not,  I  hope  the  House  will  tal» 
steps  to  see  that  this  system  shall  be  discon> 
tinned  at  once.  Except  for  this  wretched 
necessity  of  making  up  for  forgetting  the  lia- 
bilities, how  is  it  possible  for  the  Treasurer  to- 
reconcile  with  the  repeated  statements  made 
to  this  House  that  he  was  going  to  ear-maik 
these  loans  his  asking  this  House  to  take  away 
£100,000  from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan 
for  the  purchase  of  land  ?  Of  course  it  is  only 
done  to  relieve  the  £800,000.  The  object  is 
clear  enough,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  the  courage  to  say  so.  I  only  wish 
that  this  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  BUI  had 
not  been  brought  down  before  I  made  that 
statement,  and  I  venture  to  say  this  clause 
would  not  have  been  in  the  Bill  at  all,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  that  this  £800,000  was  available 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  and  now  no- 
Native  land  is  to  be  charged  against  it.  If  we 
had  had  that  Bill  down  before,  no  such  clause 
as  this  would  have  been  in  it.  I  hope  this- 
House,  when  this  clause  is  proposed,  will  stnka 
it  out.  It  is  all  very  well  to  put  in  the  clause 
that  land  is  to  be  set  apart  as  a  railway  reserve, 
and  that  it  is  to  be  sold  from  time  to  time  to 
recoup  the  main  trunk  line,  and  that  we  axe 
then  to  make  branches  and  tramways.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  nothing  about 
the  main  trunk  line  and  had  merely  said  that 
the  money  was  to  be  applied  to  branches  and 
tramways,  I  could  have  understood  it,  because 
there  is  no  doubt  about  this:  If  the  main 
line  is  not  to  be  completed  until  that  monej 
is  in  hand,,  in  1890  there  will  be  no  Ezfair 
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itioQ  in  Anckland,  and  in  the  year  2000  we 
flih&ll  see  no  Exhibition  in  Auckland.    It  is 
Bznply  absoid  to  say  that   they  will  recoup 
this  money.    Now  I  come  to  the  question  of 
ways  and  means ;  and,  first,  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  statement  made 
by  the  Treasurer  about  the  three-million  loan. 
Honourable  members  will  recollect  that  out  of 
the  three -million  loan  the  late  Government 
applied  £870,000    for  expenditure  upon  open 
Ixnes.    That  matter  was  brought  under    the 
notice  of  the  House — it  was  fully  explained  to 
the  House  why  it  was  done — and  it  was  stated 
tii&t  the  Government  proposed  to  recoup  that 
amount  at  an  early  date  :   in  fact,  they  in- 
tended to  borrow  money  to  recoup  it.'    Then 
the  Government  were  turned  out  of  office,  and 
the  present  Government  took  office.    The  first 
thing  the  honourable  gentlemen  did  was  to  ask 
the  authority  of  the  House  to  borrow  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  the  avowed  object  of  the  extra 
half -million   was   to  recoup    tbe  money  im- 
properly expended   out  of   the  three  -  million 
loan.    Honourable  members  will  find  that  in 
tbe  Financial  Statement.    Yet  will  this  House 
eredit  it  that,  without  a  word  of  explanation, 
the  honourable  gentleman  comes  down  to  this 
House  and  says   that  no  less   a    sum    than 
£670,000  has  been  wrongly  applied  out  of  the 
tiiree-million  loan !    The  honourable  gentleman 
•ays  that  in  his  Statement.    That  is  to  say, 
instead  of  recouping  the  money  that  we  had 
taken  nnder  peculiar  circumstances,  and  which 
ire  expressed  regret  for  having  to  take,  and 
which  we  proposed  to  recoup,  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  down  and  says  that  no  less 
tium  £670,000  was  taken  out  of  the  three-mil- 
lion loan.    The  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
explain.    The  honourable  gentleman,  out  of  the 
last  loan,   uses  another  £300,000  besides  the 
money  given  to  him  by  this  House  to  recoup 
the  account  I  have  referred  to — that  is,  with- 
out a  word  of  explanation. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Entirely  incorrect. 
Major  ATKINSON.— In  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  this  year,  page  3,  we  read  the  follow- 
ing :  "  To  show  the   extent  of  the  diversion,  I 
may  mention  that  there  were  certain  purposes 
let  forth  in  the  schedule  to  the  Three-Million 
Loan  Act.     That  loan  has  been  expended."    Of 
coarse  this  may  be  all  wrong,  like  the  £800,000. 
I  confess  I  feel,  when  I  take  up  these  docu- 
ments, as  though  I  were  on  somewhat  tender 
gnmnd.    I  used  to  feel  that  I   was  on  solid 
ground,  but,  through  the  doubt  thrown  on  these 
Statements  by  the  Treasurer  and  others,  I  feel 
a  little  delicate  in  making  a  quotation:  but  the 
House  must  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.    This 
is  out  of  the  Financial  Statement,  and,  if  the 
I     honourable  gentlemen  refuse  to  credit  it,  that 
iest8  with  them :  at  any  rate,  for  my  purpose 
it  is  good  authority.    It  goes  on  to  say, — 

"Besides  which,'  thero  have  been  raised  two 
loans,  one  for  a  quarter  of  a  million,  the  other 
^amillionandahalf.  Deducting  the  balance 
on  the  31st  March  last,  there  was  at  that  time 
**>out  four  millions  of  borrowed  money  ex- 
pended since  the  authorization  of  the  three- 
million  loon.     Nevertheless,   there  then   re- 


mained unexpended  on  the  objects  provided  by 
the  schedule  to  the  Three  -  Million  Loan  Act 
no  less  a  sum  than  £673,000." 

I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by 
referring  to  the  other  Financial  Statement,  but 
honourable  gentlemen  will  find  it  borne  out 
in  my  Financial  Statement  at  the  time  that 
£370,000  was  the  amount  then  outstanding; 
and  I  said  that  that  amount  ought  to  be  re- 
stored. Now  the  honourable  gentleman  comes 
down,  without  a  word  of  explanation,  and  tells 
us  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £670,000  was  so 
taken.  We  are  entitled  to  know  why  these 
lines  are  not  to  be  carried  to  paying  pointSi  and 
I  ask  the  Minister  to  tell  us  the  reason.  Wa 
shall  have  to  go  carefully  into  that  in  Com* 
mittee.  I  venture  to  think  that  in  Committee 
we  shall  have  to  strike  out  several  of  these 
lines.  I  do  not  think  we  are  justified  in  be- 
ginning new  lines,  in  the  present  state  of  tha 
colony.  One  honourable  gentleman  refers  to 
the  old  lines.  There  are  some  of  the  old  lines 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  struck  out,  and  there 
are  some  lines  which  never  ought  to  have  been 
gone  on  with. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Which  are  they? 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  The  Livingstone  line 
had  no  business  to  have  been  gone  on  with. 
We  were  assured  by  our  officers  that  going  on 
with  that  line  was  a  greater  waste  of  money 
than  leaving  the  money  there  dead ;  so  we  did 
not  go  on  with  that  lino.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  gone  on  with  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  give  the  Committee  reasons  when 
he  comes  to  this  line.  It  surely  is  a  great  de- 
parture from  the  railway  principle  which  these 
honourable  gentlemen  laid  down,  to  transfer 
the  whole  of  the  liabilities  that  were  incurred 
under  the  late  loan  to  the  new  loan,  leaving 
the  late  loan  entirely  free  from  responsibility 
for  railways.  Surely  that  is  not  justified  by 
any  principle  which  these  honourable  gentle- 
men have  laid  down,  except  the  principle  of 
expediency.  Having,  as  I  said  before,  told  us 
that  this  £800,000  was  free,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  to  set  it  free  as  well  as  ho  could.. 
He  has  not  succeeded,  as  I  shall  show  presently ; 
but  he  has  gone  some  way  in  that  direction. 
The  first  thing  he  had  to  do  was  to  transfer  the 
railway  liability,  and  then  he  had  to  go  &.  little 
further.  He  thought  he  was  all  right  when  I 
was  answered  by  various  [Ministers,  and  told^ 
••  Oh  I  the  liabilities  will  bo  carried  forward. 
There  is  no  difficulty."  But  they  see  now  that 
some  of  them  cannot  be  carried  forward,  and 
they  have  got  into  a  difficulty,  and  we  have  it 
from  the  Treasurer  that,  when  Ministers  came 
to  consider  this  £800,000  — or,  I  should  say, 
this  nominal  £800,000 — they  found  there  was 
not  enough  for  their  requirements. 

Mr.  KERR. — You  said  there  was  none. 

l\Iajor  ATKINSON.  — I  said  there  was  the 
£800,000,  but  it  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  they  proposed.  Well,  that  was  a 
clever  way  of  putting  it  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  wish  to  make  a  clean  breast 
of  it,  and  only  wished  to  appear  to  be  doing  so. 
He  said  the  £800,000  was  there,  but  then  he 
had  forgotten  the  liabilities;   and  when  they 
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refer  to  what  they  really  propose  with  regard 
to  railways.  I  may  here  compliment  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  upon  the  change  in  the 
way  in  which  he  proposes  to  take  the  esti- 
mates. I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  sorry  for 
it  afterwards,  and  especially  if  he  ties  it  up'too 
much  he  will  get  into  very  great  difficulty.  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  public  will  be  very  much 
benefited ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  an  at- 
tempt to  let  the  House  see  what  is  being  done, 
and  to  that  extent  it  is  very  laudable.  I  think 
it  is  quite  well  worth  while  trying  the  experi- 
ment, although  I  would  advise  him  to  allow 
himself  sufficient  means,  and  not  tie  him- 
self up  too  tightly,  or  I  foresee  that  consider- 
able difficulty  may  arise.  But  what  is  the 
proposal  here  ?  The  Government  propose  to 
spend  and  to  commit  us  to  liabilities  during 
the  current  year  to  the  extent  of  £2,350,000 ; 
and  out  of  that  there  is  only  £1,278,000 
set  down  for  railways.  For  departmental  ex- 
penditure £14,000  may  be  added,  so  that  you 
may  say  £1,280,000.  That  is  all.  Is  that  car- 
rying out  their  policy  ?  Very  little  over  half 
of  the  money  to  be  voted  now  for  expenditure 
and  for  liabilities  to  the  end  of  the  year  is  to 
be  applied  to  railways.  Do  not  let  me  be  mis- 
understood. I  am  not  saying  that  the  expendi- 
ture upon  roads  is  unwise.  What  I  complain 
of  is  this:  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  no  right  to  go  to  the  country  and  pretend 
to  the  country  that  they  are  only  spending 
money  on  reproductive  works,  while  they  come 
before  members  as  providing  everything  that  is 
wanted  for  the  various  districts.  Then  I  come 
to  the  question  of  land-purchases.  I  confess 
I  was  astonished  at  the  answer  the  Native 
Minister  gave  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara,  if  answer  it  could  be  called.  It 
was  no  answer  whatever.  It  was  simply  a 
defiance  of  the  law  and  of  this  House,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  neglected  his 
duty  in  beginning  the  purchase  of  this  land  at 
the  proper  time.  What  excuse  did  he  give  for 
returning  to  this  wretched  system,  which  will 
cost  the  country  thousands  of  pounds — the  com- 
mission system  ?  He  covered  it — as  Ministers 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing  —  with  a  cloud  of 
words.  Ho  says  this  House  was  insisting  upon 
the  purchase  of  land  along  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Bail  way-line.  The  House  said  it  was 
to  be  done^,  and  in  his  anxiety  to  fulfil  the 
desire  of  the  House  he  was  obliged  to  em- 
ploy agents  on  commission.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  occasion  to  employ  those  gentlemen 
on  commission.  I  say  nothing  against  those 
gentlemen ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is 
grave  reason  to  suspect  political  influence  in 
the  matter,  and  it  is  my  business  to  say  so.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  will  see  who  those  men 
are  who  are  receiving  commission  they  will  see 
that  there  is  grave  reason  to  think  that  there 
are  other  motives  at  work  than  merely  a  desire 
to  get  the  land  speedily.  I  say  that  if  more 
officers  were  wanted  they  should  have  been 
appointed  for  the  department.  The  officer  con- 
ducting the  negotiation  is  a  thoroughly  capable 
man;  and  I  say  that  to  employ  an  ex-member 
•of  this  House,  and  an  avowed  candidate  at  the 
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next  election,  for  this  purpose  is  not  justifiaibfilb. 
under  the  circumstances.     There  can  be  n* 
reason  for  it  whatever ;  and  the  officers  of  tit0t 
department  should  have  been  employed.    Thaw- 
is  na  doubt  this  matter  was  very  carefa]^ 
considered   by   the   House,  and  deliberaielfl^. 
at  a  large  expense,,  the  House  got  rid  of  tfani' 
wretched  system ;  and  yet,  despite  the  law  «|. 
the  land — which  can  only  be  got  over  by  lb 
quibble,  if  it  can  be  got  over  at  all— despite 
tne  law,  which  says  that  no  land   shall  W 
bought  on  commission,  the  honourable  gentle- 
men go  on,  simply  on  the  plea  of  "  urgexicy»"* 
and  employ  agents,  at  2d.  an  acre,  to  buy  laad. 
There  is  no  question  that  large  quantities  oC 
land  will  be  bought  which  are  utterly  wortii- 
less ;  and  then  the  honourable  gentleman  get^ 
up  and  says,  '*  The  Natives  are  not  to  fix  tbe 
reserves :  they  are  to  meet  the  Oovcmment 
officers  and  determine  where  they  are  to  be.'*~ 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  anything 
of  the  purchasing  of  Native  land  he  know» 
that  the  Natives  always  select  the  reserves  ii& 
the    first   instance  —  the    Natives   laiow  well 
where  the  reserves  are  to  be.    If  the  honourable 
gentleman  thinks  the  Natives  are  to  be   pat    | 
off.  with  a  bit  of  pumice,  and  that  he  is  going 
to  get  the  good  land,  he  will  be  grievously 
mistaken.     There  is  no  excuse  whatever  for 
returning  to  this  wretched  system,  and  I  hope 
the    Government   will  announce,  before   this 
debate  is  over,  that  they  intend — in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  the  land — to  give  up  this  s^ys- 
tem ;  and,  if  not,  I  hope  the  House  will  take 
steps  to  see  that  this  system  shall  be  discon- 
tinued  at  once.      Except  for '  this   wretched 
necessity  of  making  up  for  forgetting  the  lia- 
bilities, how  is  it  possible  for  the  Treasurer  Uy 
reconcile  with  the  repeated  statements  made 
to  this  House  that  he  was  going  to  ear-made 
these  loans  his  asking  this  House  to  take  away 
£100,000  from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Ixmui 
for  the  purchase  of  land  ?    Of  course  it  is  only 
done  to  relieve  the  £800,000.    The  object  is 
clear  enough,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  the  courage  to  say  so.    I  only  wish 
that  this  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  Bill  had 
not  been  brought  down  before  I  made   that 
statement,  and  I  venture  to  say  this  clause 
would  not  have  been  in  the  Bill  at  all,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  that  this  £800,000  was  available 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  and  now  no- 
Native  land  is  to  be  charged  against  it.    If  we 
had  had  that  Bill  down  before,  no  such  clause 
as  this  would  have  been  in  it.    I  hope  this 
House,  when  this  clause  is  proposed,  will  strike 
it  out.    It  is  all  very  well  to  put  in  the  clause 
that  land  is  to  be  set  apart  as  a  railway  reserve, 
and  that  it  is  to  be  sold  from  time  to  time  to 
recoup  the  main  trunk  line,  and  that  we  axe 
then  to  make  branches  and  tramways.    If  the 
honourable  gentlemEtn  had  said  nothing  about 
the  main  trunk  line  and  had  merely  said  that 
the  money  was  to  be  applied  to  branches  and 
tramways,  I  could  have  understood  it,  because 
there  is  no  doubt  about  this:  If   the   main 
line  is  not  to  be  completed  until  that  money 
is  in  hand,,  in  1890  there  will  be  no  Ezhi- 
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ition  in  Auckland,  and  in  the  yoar  2000  wo 
sh&ll  see  no  Exhibition  m  Auckland.    It  is 
amply  &bsnid  to   say  that  they  will  recoup 
this  xnoney.    Now  I  come  to  the  question  of 
ways  and  means ;  and,  first,  I  want  to  call  the 
sttention  of  the  House  to  a  statement  made 
\rf  the  Treasurer  about  the  three-million  loan. 
Honourable  members  will  recollect  that  out  of 
the  three -million  loan  the  late  Government 
applied  £870,000    for  expenditure  upon  open 
Imes.    That  matter  was  brought  under    the 
notice  of  the  House — it  was  fully  explained  to 
the  House  why  it  was  done — ajid  it  was  stated 
that  the  Government  proposed  to  recoup  that 
tmoont  at  an  early  date  :   in  fact,  they  in- 
tended to   borrow  money  to  recoup  it.    Then 
Uie  Grovemment  were  turned  out  of  office,  and 
the  present  Government  took  office.    The  first 
thu3g  the  honourable  gentlemen  did  was  to  ask 
the  authority  of  the  House  to  borrow  a  million 
ind  a  half,  and  the  avowed  object  of  the  extra 
half -million    was   to  recoup   tbe  money  im- 
properly expended  out  of   the   three  -  million 
loan.    Honourable  members  will  find  that  in 
the  Financial  Statement.    Yet  will  this  House 
credit  it  that,  without  a  word  of  explanation, 
the  honourable  gentleman  comes  down  to  this 
House  and  says   that  no  less   a    sum    than 
1670,000  has  been  wrongly  applied  out  of  the 
three-million  loan !     The  honourable  gentleman 
nys  that  in  his  Statement.    That  is  to  say, 
instead  of  recouping  the  money  that  we  had 
;    taken  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  which 
I    we  expressed  regret  for  having  to  take,  and 
\    which  we  proposed  to  recoup,  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  down  and  says  that  no  less 
:    than  £670,000  was  taken  out  of  the  three-mil- 
I    lion  loan.    The  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
i    ixplain.    The  honourable  gentleman,  out  of  the 
I    last  loan,  uses  another  £300,000  besides  the 
i    money  given  to  him  by  this  House  to  recoup 
I    the  account  I  have  referred  to — that  is,  with- 
out a  word  of  explanation. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Entirely  incorrect. 
Major  ATKINSON.— In  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  this  year,  page  3,  we  read  the  follow- 
ing; "To  show  the   extent  of  the  diversion,  I 
may  mention  that  there  were  certain  purposes 
I     let  forth  in  the  schedule  to  the  Three-Million 
I     Loan  Act.    That  loan  has  been  expended."    Of 
I     course  this  may  be  all  wrong,  like  the  £800,000. 
i     I  confess  I  feel,  when  I  take  up  these  docu- 
I     ments,  as  though  I  were  on  somewhat  tender 
I     ground.    I  used  to  feel  that  I   was  on  solid 
!     ground,  but,  through  the  doubt  thrown  on  these 
j     Statements  by  the  Treasurer  and  others,  I  feel 
I     a  little  delicate  in  making  a  quotation :  but  the 
I     House  must  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.    This 
I     is  out  of  the  Financial  Statement,  and,  if  the 
'     hODoumble  gentlemen  refuse  to  credit  it,  that 
refits  \rith  them :  at  any  rate,  for  my  purpose 
it  is  Kood  authority.    It  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  Besieges  which,  there  have  been  raised  two 
loans,  one  for  a  quarter  of  a  million,  the  other 
fw  a  million  and  a  half.  Deducting  the  balance 
^  the  31st  March  last,  there  was  at  that  time 
about  four  millions  of  borrowed  money  ex- 
pended since  the  authorization  of  the  three- 
DulHon  loan.      Nevertheless,   there  then  re- 


mained unexpended  on  the  objects  provided  by 
the  schedule  to  the  Three  -  Million  Loan  Act 
no  less  a  sum  than  £673,000." 

I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by 
referring  to  the  other  Financial  Statement,  but 
honourable  gentlemen  will  find  it  borne  out 
in  my  Financial  Statement  at  the  time  that 
£370,000  was  the  amount  then  outstanding; 
and  I  said  that  that  amount  ought  to  be  re- 
stored. Now  the  honourable  gentleman  comes 
down,  without  a  word  of  explanation,  and  tells 
us  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £670,000  was  so 
taken.  We  are  entitled  to  know  why  these 
lines  are  not  to  be  carried  to  paying  points,  and 
I  ask  the  Minister  to  tell  us  the  reason,  Wa 
shall  have  to  go  carefully  into  that  in  Com- 
mittee. I  venture  to  think  that  in  Committee 
we  shall  have  to  strike  out  several  of  these 
lines.  I  do  not  think  we  are  justified  in  be* 
ginning  new  lines,  in  the  present  state  of  tha 
colony.  One  honourable  gentleman  refers  to 
the  old  lines.  There  are  some  of  the  old  lines 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  struck  out,  and  there 
are  some  lines  which  never  ought  to  have  been 
gone  on  with. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Which  are  they? 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  The  Livingstone  line 
had  no  business  to  have  been  gone  on  with. 
We  were  assured  by  our  officers  that  going  on 
with  that  line  was  a  greater  waste  of  money 
than  leaving  the  money  there  dead ;  so  we  diii 
not  go  on  with  that  line.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  gone  on  with  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  give  the  Committee  reasons  when 
he  comes  to  this  line.  It  surely  is  a  great  de- 
parture from  the  railway  principle  which  these 
honourable  gentlemen  laid  down,  to  transfer 
the  whole  of  the  liabilities  that  were  incurred 
under  the  late  loan  to  the  new  loan,  leaving 
the  late  loan  entirely  free  from  responsibility 
for  railways.  Surely  that  is  not  justified  by 
any  principle  which  tlieso  honourable  gentle- 
men have  laid  down,  except  the  principle  of 
expediency.  Having,  as  I  said  before,  told  us 
that  this  £800,000  was  free,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  to  set  it  free  as  well  as  he  could^ 
He  has  not  succeeded,  as  I  shall  show  presently ; 
but  he  has  gone  some  way  in  that  direction. 
The  first  thing  he  had  to  do  was  to  transfer  the 
railway  liability,  and  then  he  had  to  go  K  little 
further.  He  thought  he  was  all  right  when  1 
was  answered  by  various  jSIinisters,  and  told^ 
'*  Oh  !  the  liabilities  will  bo  carried  forward. 
There  is  no  difficulty."  But  they  see  now  that 
some  of  them  cannot  bo  carried  forward,  and 
they  have  got  into  a  difficult}',  and  we  have  it 
from  the  Treasurer  that,  when  Ministers  came 
to  consider  this  £800,000  — or,  I  should  say, 
this  nominal  £800,000  —  they  found  there  was 
not  enough  for  their  requirements. 

Mr.  KERR. — You  said  there  was  none. 

:^lajor  ATKINSON.— I  said  there  was  the 
£800,000,  but  it  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  they  proposed.  Well,  that  was  a 
clever  way  of  putting  it  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  wish  to  make  a  clean  breast 
of  it,  and  only  wished  to  appear  to  be  doing  so. 
He  said  the  £800,000  was  there,  but  then  he 
had  forgotten  the  liabilities;   and  when  they 
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came  to  Bee  what  each  ^linister  coald  spend 
thej'  found  it  was  not  enough  for  what  they 
wanted.  Tlien  he  looked  about,  and  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  suggested  the 
plan  they  axlopted  must  have  known  something 
of  the  Province  of  Auckland,  which,  as  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  recollect,  lived  for  some 
time  on  the  proceeds  of  the  Oiieliunga  rails. 
So  they  discovered  that  tlioy  had  a  nice  little 
a,a&et  in  the  way  of  permanent-way  and  rolling- 
stock,  and  they  determined  to  transfer  this 
also  to  the  new  loan.  In  otlier  words,  they 
transferred  nearly  £700,000  to  the  new  loan, 
:uid,  practicallv,  that  amount  of  the  loan  has 
been  spent  in  that  way.  There  is  no  question 
about  It  that  that  operation  is  exactly  the  same 
as  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  placed  the 
£290,000  in  the  schedule  of  the  new  loan.  But, 
with  all  the  ingenuity  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  wonder  he  did  not  go  a  little  further. 
I  should  like  to  ask  why  he  did  not  buy  the 
earthwork  that  is  completed,  as  well  as  the 
permanent-way  and  rolling-stock.  What  is  the 
difference  between  the  two  ?  There  is  a  wrinkle 
for  him.  I  would  suggest  to  him  that  he 
should  direct  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
estimate  what  the  earthworks  would  sell  for, 
and  then  transfer  that  to  the  new  loan,  and  so 
get  more  for  general  purposes.  We  therefore 
see  that  the  new  loan  is  used  to  relieve  the  old 
loan  from  railway  matters  to  no  less  an  ex- 
tent than  nearly  £700,000.  Now,  I  want  to 
ask  upon  what  principle  that  is  done  ;  for  I  can 
see  no  other  than  expediency — if  you  can  call 
that  a  principle.  And  he  docs  this  in  oider 
to  get  money  to  carry  out  works  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  themselves  have  told  us 
are  not  wanted.  The  amount  of  money  which 
has  been  spent  on  roads  and  bridges  and  public 
works  generally  is  something  enormous.  Out 
of  the  last  loan  I  fancy  there  must  have  been 
something  like  half  spent  on  works  other  than 
railways  —  indeed,  I  have  very  Jittle  doubt 
<ihat  it  would  be  found  to  be  more  than  half ; 
and,  practically,  out  of  the  new  loan  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  spent  half  upon 
roads  and  other  works  not  railways.  I  speak 
in  round  numbers,  and  I  say  that  by  trans- 
ferring these  two  items  he  has  already  spent 
tliat  amount  of  the  new  loan.  Tlicy  were  fair 
charges  in  proportion  against  the  £800,000,  and 
nothing  but  the  honourable  gentleman  having 
forgotten  them  could  have  induced  him  to  act 
as  he  did  ;  because  if  he  had  thought  of  them 
in  the  first  instance  he  would  have  told  the 
House,  and  would  not  have  said,  *'  I  am  going 
to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  for  new  rail- 
ways." At  page  18,  paragraph  2,  of  his  State- 
ment the  Minister  for  Public  Works  says, 
**  Assuming  that  the  loan  of  a  million  and  a 
half  is  authorized  for  new  railways  ;  "  and  there 
•can  be  no  doubt  that  passage  was  written 
before  those  celebrated  pages  which  I  have 
quoted  were  written.  Of  course  we  cannot 
think  in  any  way  of  new  railways,  with  such 
liabilities  as  these  against  the  loan,  We  now 
come  to  the  question  of  roads  and  general 
public  works ;  and  to  this  I  wish  to  draw  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House,  because  it 
Major  Atkinson 


is  evidently  a  very  serious  matter.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  in  his  Financial  Statement  told  us 
there  was  £829,000  available  for  expenditure  on 
roads,  bridges,  public  buildings,  and  the  par- 
chase  of  Native  lands.  That  was  free  for  us  to 
vote  on  those  purposes,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man told  us.  But  the  Public  Works  Statement 
tells  us  we  have  got  not  only  the  £800,000, 
but  also  £290,000  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man got  by  the  purchase  of  these  celebrated 
rails  and  rolling-stock:  so  that  the  Minister 
for  Pubhc  Works  tells  us  we  have  £1,119,000 
available  for  what  I  may  term  general  public 
works.  That  has  got  to  meet  the  liabilities, 
less  the  £380,000  for  railways.  The  first  thing 
the  honourablp  gentlemen  proceed  to  do  is 
this — and  it  is  very  cleverly  done,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  like  the  question  of  the  land- 
purchase,  they  have  never  thought  any  mars 
about  it,  for  it  is  a  matter  not  worth  consider- 
ing :  The  first  thing  they  do  will  be  found  on 
page  3  of  the  public  works  estimates,  where  % 
note  to  this  effect  will  be  found:  **lliese 
amounts  are  exclusive  of  £202,145,  prospective 
liabilities  on  account  of  Native-land  purchases, 
which  do  not  enter  into  this  year's  transactions." 
I  ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  remember  that 
— '*  this  year's  transactions."  But  he  does  not 
venture  to  say  that  it  will  not  enter  in^  next 
year's  transactions.  We  know,  if  he  keeps 
faith  with  the  Natives,  a  considerable  amount 
of  this  must  enter  into  next  year's  tra.u8ac- 
tions.  The  House  will,  no  doubt,  be  astonished 
that  we  hear  no  more  of  this,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  whole  of  this  scheme  is 
supposed  to  provide  for  two  years'  expenditure; 
but,  as  this  £200,000  is  not  required  for  this 
year,  it  disappears  altogether.  I  ask,  what  sort 
of  finance  is  that?  I  want  to  kuow  what  is 
to  become  of  it,  and  how  the  honourable 
gentlemen  are  going  to  provide  for  it.  They 
tell  us  nothing  about  it,  and  it  has  disappeared'; 
but  I  say  that  half  of  that  amount  is  a  chazge 
against  the  £1,119,000,  and  I  must  ask  honour- 
able members  to  remember  that,  although  it 
has  disappeared  out  of  the  accounts  by  that 
note.  It  is  very  important  that  honourable 
gentlemen  should  bear  this  in  mind,  because 
they  will  be  greatly  disappointed  when  they  see 
the  effect  of  what  I  am  now  explaining.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  House  does  not  understand 
it.  I  do  not  kuow  whether  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  miderstands  it,  but  I  almost 
fancy  not,  for  in  the  two  celebrated  pages  from 
which  I  have  read  he  has  confined  himself  to 
generalities.  If  he  does,  however,  we  shall,  no 
doubt,  have  a  satisfactory  explanation,  anil  I 
shall  bo  very  glad  if  one  is  possible.  Out  of 
this  £1,119,000  the  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  spend  during  the  current  year  ou 
these  votes  £709,(XX).  and  he  asks  us  to  vote 
on  tlie»o  estimates  £950,000.  Now,  supposing 
we  agree  to  transfer  the  £200,000  to  the  new 
loan,  the  liabilities  being  a  charge  against  the 
£1,119,000,  I  ask  lionourable  gentlemen  to 
think  how  much  there  wUl  be  left  at  the  end 
of  this  year.  Mind,  these  are  two  years'  esti- 
mates. At  the  end  of  the  year  there  will  be 
left  £170,000.    This  is  all  we  can  apply  to  new 
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•jotes  next  jear.     Bat  what  is  there  against 
this  £170,000  which  must  be  provided  for,  whe- 
ther we  like  it  or  not  ?    First  of  all  we  have 
the  sabsidies.     It  is  curious,  but  I  see  the 
Treasurer  again  asks  for  £75,000,  and    talks 
as  though  he  paid  that  amount  to  local  bodies 
IB  subsidies;    and  the  country  is  under  the 
impression  that  we  are   getting  £150,000  in 
aid  of  local  bodies.    But  that  is  not  so  at  all. 
IXmble  the  amount  of  subsidies  paid  to  local 
bodies  is  £122,000,  judging  by  last  year  and 
by  the    way  they   will    be    paid   this    year. 
Now,  thus  year  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
Mkod  for  a  vote  of  £75,000  to  meet  the  sub- 
sidies for   the    current  year;  and  there  are 
liabilities  against  that  of  £21,000.    The  sub- 
fidies,  therefore,  will  not  be  £75,000,  but,  in 
round  numbers,  £61,000 ;  so  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  this   year,  having  only  asked  for 
£75,000,  has  to  provide  actually  £86,000.    He 
will  have  to  pay  away  before  this  House  meets 
next  year  £86,000,  if  he  does  not  hold  back  the 
tubaidies  to  local  bodies  as  he  did  last  year — 
that  is  to  say,  £11,000  more  than  is  voted.    So 
there  will  be  carried  over  till  next  year,  against 
this  £170,000,  liabilities  of    £11,000  on  that 
account.    That  makes    £72,000    for  subsidies 
next  year    that   we    must   provide    for  next 
Mssion.    Then,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
tells  us  in  his  Statement  that  £40,000  is  held 
for  harbour  defence.    Then,  there  will  be  also 
at  least  £10,000  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
land.    H  honourable  members  will  just  add 
these  amounts  together,  they  will  find  that 
there  is  practically  "  ear-marked  "  out  of  the 
£170,000  left  no  less  than  £122,000;  so  that 
there  is  only  £50,000  left  to  provide  for  this 
£200,000  which  you   have    lost    sight   of,    to 
provide  whatever  is  wanted  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  land  above  £10,000,  and  to  provide 
for  school-buildings,  public  buildings,  for  the 
extension  of  telegraphs,  and  for  sJl  the  other 
miscellaneous  works  which  appear  in  the  public 
works  estimates.    There  is  only  dB50,000  to  pro- 
vide for  all  these.    Well,  I  ask,  what  sort  of 
finance  is  that  for  two  years?    And  yet  this 
proposal  is  made  to  honourable  members,  and 
honourable  members  are  led  to  believe  that 
&exe  will  be  £400,000  free  to  spend  for  new 
works  during  the  next  two  years.    Now,  I  tell 
honourable  members  that  they  cannot  have  a 
tingle  halfpenny  more  than  there  is  in  these 
estimates  next  year  for  roads,  bridges,  school 
and  public  buildings,  or  for  tiie  extension  of 
telegraphs.    It  is  all  gone  in  these  estimates. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — There  will  be  a  fresh 
loia  next  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  coming  to  that. 
That  is  the  difficulty.  The  Premier  will  not 
sgree  to  a  new  loan  next  year.  I  want  to  im- 
pnss  on  honourable  members  that  they  are 
now  'Voting  all  they  can  vote  for  two  years 
under  the  proposals  of  the  Qovemmeut.  *  I  do 
not  know  U.  ^e  Government  know  it.  They 
have  said  they  are  bound  to  tell  the  House 
the  position,  and  they  led  us  to  believe  that 
tfaflKB  was  plenty  of  money  to  carry  on  these 
neoesflazy  works.  Now,  I  have  shown  that 
4h«n  is  £50,^000  at  the  outside  to  provide  for 


the  whole  of  these  necessary  liabilities  next 
year,  of  £200,000  on  account  of  purchase  of 
Native  land,  for  public  buildings,  school-build- 
ings, and  all  the  numerous  purposes  which  are 
enumerated  in  the  public  works  estimates.  I 
ask  the  Ministers,  do  they  believe  it  possible 
to  carry  on  the  country  with  such  finance  as 
that  ?  Do  they  think  the  House  will  be  con- 
tent next  year  to  vote  nothing  for  all  the 
purposes  outside  of  railways?  I  venture  to 
say  that  Ministers  cannot  answer  a  word  upon 
that.  At  any  rate,  I  do  hope  that  perhaps 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  will,  now  that  I 
have  spoken,  pluck  up  sufficient  courage  to  get 
up  and  tell  us.  I  hope  he  will,  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  successful  —  selling  his  earthworks  is 
too  little  an  item  to  help  him  much — in  fmd- 
ing  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  during  next 
session  and  after.  Now,  the  Premier  has  told 
us,  at  Invercargill,  at  Dunedin,  and  in  this 
House,  that  we  are  gradually  tapering  oS  bor- 
rowing, that  the  loan  expenditure  was  less  than 
before,  and  that  that  was  what  he  intended. 
No  doubt  that  expresses  his  real  aim,  and  if 
he  could  only  see  his  way  to  attain  it  no 
doubt  he  would.  Perhaps  the  Opposition  may 
help  him  a  little,  if  his  own  side  will  not. 
We  helped  him  out  of  terrible  difficulties  la.st 
session,  for  if  we  had  not  carried  the  resolution 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
we  should  not  now  be  asked  to  vote  a  loan 
of  a  million  and  a  half  or  two  millions—that 
would  not  now  do  for  us,  but  we  should  have 
had  to  borrow  three  millions,  if  we  had  allowed 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  have  full  swing 
last  session.  'What  is  it  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  do  this  year  ?  Although  the  Premier 
has  told  us  they  are  tapering  ofi  the  spending, 
they  are  going  to  spend  a  million  and  a  half 
this  year.  That  is  what  they  ask  us  for.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  is  very  frank  with 
us,  and  he  puts  a  special  column  in  his  esti- 
mates showing  that  the  amount  to  bo  spent 
this  year  is  £1,538,000.  But  does  the  Premier 
know  what  wo  spent  last  year  ?  That  is  a 
quarter  of  a  million  more  than  we  spent  last 
year.  That  is  like  a  Dutch  auction.  Is  that 
the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  is  going  to 
taper  of!  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
gives  me  the  key.  He  says  the  Premier  con- 
siders that  we  spent  last  year  not  only  the 
million  and  a  quarter  actually  spent,  but  the 
half-million  we  struck  ofi.  I  should  never  have 
thought  of  that  if  a  Government  supporter  had 
not  told  me.  But,  in  all  seriousness,  I  ask 
the  Premier  how  he  is  going  to  permit  this. 
He  says  he  will  have  the  expenditure  gradually 
tapered  ofi.  Then,  I  want  to  know  how  he  is 
going  to  spend  a  quarter  of  a  million  more  this 
year  than  last  year.  No  doubt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  explain  that  presently. 
But  I  may  be  told  that,  although  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  takes  a  million  and  a 
half,  he  is  not  going  to  spend  it  all,  but  that 
he  wishes  to  have  a  little  over  to  look  a  little 
better  next  year — to  be  able  to  say  that,  though 
the  money  was  voted,  it  was  not  all  expended, 
and  that  he  has  spent  only  £1,400,000.  Well, 
let  us  take  ofi  that,  and  still  we  have  £150,000 
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more  than  was  spent  last  year.  How  is  the 
Premier  going  to  justify  that?  I  hope  he  will 
instruct  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to 
reduce  his  estimates,  and  gradually  taper 
down.  The  Opposition,  according  to  the  Pre- 
mier, did  great  harm  when,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  they 
last  session  made  reductions.  I  hope  that  this 
year  the  reductions  will  be  made  in  Cabinet, 
and  that  the  Opposition  will  not  be  troubled  to 
do  it,  and  then  I  know  only  such  reductions 
will  bo  made  as  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  In  criticising  the  Financial  State- 
ment I  said  to  the  House  that  it  was  apparently 
moderate,  but  that,  although  it  was  apparently 
moderate,  it  would  really  necessitate,  if  effect 
were  given  to  it,  the  borrowing  of  at  least 
another  million  and  a  quarter.  My  words  arc 
absolutely  borne  out  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  It  is  impossible  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  give  effect  to  that  Statement 
without  borrowing  at  least  another  million 
and  a  quarter  next  year.  Now,  the  Premier 
has  assured  us  that  we  shall  not  have  any 
borrowing  next  year — I  beg  pardon,  though : 
he  did  not  tell  us  that,  but,  with  his  usual  cau- 
tion, lie  said  the  spending  of  this  loan  would 
be  extended  over  two  years. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  it  was  intended  to 
provide  until  the  31st  March,  1888. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Does  the  Premier  ad- 
here to  that  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
But  then  we  shall  want  very  material  modifi- 
cations in  the  public  works  estimates  ;  and  I 
would  suggest  that  as  soon  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  answered  me  the  House  sliould 
adjourn  for  a  day  or  two  to  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  time  to  make  them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— We  shall  have  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  work  on  Sunday  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  yes  I 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  no  1  He  does  not 
spend  his  Sunday  as  I  and  my  honourable 
friend  do.  He  has  his  Lyceums,  and  other 
things  in  connection  with  them,  to  attend  to. 
But  I  am  quite  serious  in  what  I  say ;  and  I 
say  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  and  when  the 
honoura,blo  gentleman  considers  what  I  say  he 
will  see  it  is  quite  impossible,  to  give  effect  to 
these  proposals  of  the  Government  without 
borrowing  next  year  a  million  and  a  quarter. 
I  venture  to  think  the  Treasurer  must  know  it. 
I  am  just  going  to  put  it  in  a  nutshell,  so  that 
honourable  gentlemen  will  see.  According  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  if  this  year,  in- 
stead of  spending  a  million  and  a  half,  he  spends 
only  £1,400,000,  he  will  have  just  the  same 
amount  to  spend  next  year.  And  when  he 
comes  to  the  end  of  next  year  where  will  he 
be  ?  He  will  have  spent  every  halfpenny  of  his 
money,  and  Parliament  will  not  meet  for  some 
months  after.  Is  he  going  then  to  bring  the 
public  works  policy  to  a  close  ?  He  will  have 
nis  liabilities,  and  nothing  to  meet  them. 
The  Treasurer  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that 
Major  Atkinson 


he  must  take  authority  next  session  to  booo^ . 
about  the  sum  I  have  named,  if  he  is  going  i^ 
give  effect  to  this  Public  Works  StatemenW^^ 
The   Minister  for  Public  Works  has   told  vm 
that  he  is  going  to  spend  £1,400,000  this  jeai^'; 
and  the  same  sum  next  year;  and  that  is  i^\ 
total  amount  available  up  till  the  3l8t  Marohr 
1888,  and  Parliament  will  not  meet  for  two  or 
three  months  after  the  money  is  all  sx>enL: 
Why,  it  is  preposterous  to  tell  us  that  th» ' 
finance    is  practicable.     The    Premier    moBi 
look  into  it,  and  he  will  see  that  he  mnafc* 
come  down  next  year  and  ask  for  power  to 
borrow  if  these  proposals  are  to  be  carried  out. 
Now,  I  hope  one  of  two  things  will  hapj^en :  I 
hope  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  will  b* 
able,  with  the  help  of  the  Premier — whom  I 
believe  to  bo  serious  in  what  he  has  said — to 
cut  down  the  estimates.    That  would  be  the 
gradual  tapcring-ofi  the  Premier  has  spoken  of: 
because  we  spent  a  million  and  a  qnarter  las6 
year ;  and  if  he  continues  the  tapering,  and 
spends  only  £800,000  next  year,  then  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  on  with  a  very  much  smaller 
amount  than  the  million  and  a  quarter  which 
we  must  borrow  next  year  if  these  proposals 
are  given  effect  to.     Is  the  Premier  going  to  be 
true  to  his  promises,  and  to  realize  the  hopes 
he  has  raised  in  the  country?     He   told  his 
constituents  there  should  be  reductions,  and  to 
carry  out  that  promise  the  honourable  gentle- 
man   must   remodel    his    estimates.     If   the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  bo  faithful 
to  his  promise,  as  I  believe  he   is,  he  must 
remodel  these  financial  proposals ;  and  there  is 
no  other  way  in  which  he  can  keep  his  promise 
to  his  constituents,  to  this  House,  and  to  the 
country.    And  now  I  have  done  so  far;  but 
I  just  want  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  people  who  express  opinions.    The  Treasurer 
has  been  pleased  to  say  that  I  have  discredited 
tlie  colony — that  statements  I  have  made  have 
discredited  the  colony.    Now,  I  claim  to  be  a 
colonist,  I  claim  to  have  as  deep  a  stake  in 
the  colony  as  any  one  in  this  House  or  in  the 
country,  and,  as  a  colonist,  I  claim  the  right  of 
free  speech,  and  if  I  think  the  colony  is  going 
wrong  I  will  speak  and  use  my  influence  to 
bring  it  back  in  the  right  line  in  any  direction 
where  I  think  that  influence  will  have  effect. 
And  tlie  same  freedom  which  I  claim  for  my- 
self I  desire  to  give  to  every  fellow-colonist. 
And,  although  I  do  not  sympathize  at  all  with 
people  v/ho  are  called  "  croakers,"  knowing  the 
men  they  are,  I  say  I  respect  them ;  and  I  say, 
furtlier,  that  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  ex- 
press their  views,  whether  they  are  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own  or  not.    I  may  regret  it ;  but 
I  say  they  should  not  be  made  the  subjects  of 
attack  by  such  a  high  official  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.     I  would  use,  as  I  have  often  done, 
all  the  influence  I  had  to  counteract  the  in- 
fluence of  those  gentlemen  ;  but  it  should  not 
be   by  personal  abuse.      That  was  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  really  resorted  to  the 
other  day.    He  called  them  ••  slanderers  of  the 
colony  " — there  is  no  doubt  about  it.    But  if 
we  want  to  preserve  the  credit  of  the  colony 
we  need  not  go  and  look  abroad.    In  this  House 
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ii  most  be  done ;  and  no  one  has  such  a  power 
tor  good  or  for  evil  during  the  time  they  are 
Sn  office  as  the  Government  of  the  day.  And  I 
venture  to  say  that,  if  the  credit  of  the  colony 
k  floffenng  at  the  present  time  at  Home)  it  is 
not  owing  to  what  the  colonists  are  saying,  but 
to  what  Uie  Government  are  doing  at  the  pre- 
wnt  time*  And  if  such  a  finance  as  this  is  to 
fo  forth  to  the  world  as  what  is  called  "  a 
pendent  finance/'  then  not  only  will  the  repu- 
likiion  of  the  Premier  be  wrecked,  but  I  fear 
greatly  that  the  colony  will  have  to  pass 
through  a  very  difficult  time.  I  am  not,  and 
never  have  been,  one  of  those  who  doubted  the 
inherent  soundness  of  this  colony,  or  that  it  is 
well  able  to  bear  the  burdens  imposed  upon  it ; 
for  I  think  it  is  able  to  bear  burdens  to  a  very 
much  larger  extent  if  there  were  occasion  for  it : 
but  if  we  are  to  allow  the  colony  to  have 
another  chance,  and  to  avoid  difficult  and 
dangerous  times,  we  must  not  go  on  heaping 
burdens  on  ourselves  as  long  as  we  can  stand 
them. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  very 
great  length.  In  the  first  place,  I  think,  so  far 
M  this  debate  goes,  I  have  very  little  reason 
to  complain  of  the  criticism  that  honourable 
members  have  passed  on  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  Certainly,  one  or  two  members 
have  spoken,  I  might  almost  say,  in  bitter 
terms ;  but  the  House  well  understands  the 
reason  for  their  taking  up  the  attitude  they  have 
taken  towards  the  Government.  First,  then,  I 
may  refer  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont.  And  I  shall  take 
,  the  last  portion  of  his  speech  first,  because  it 
VSfekted  to  me,  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
hie  made  out  that  at  the  end  of  the  present 
financial  year  we  should  only  have  £170,000 
available  for  fresh  votes,  instead  of  about 
£400,000,  as  shown  by  me  in  the  Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Available  for  fresh 
votes  I  The  honourable  gentleman  will  have 
£900,000  extra  unspent.  He  will  have  re- votes. 
He  is  asking  the  House  for  £950,000  in  column 
3,  and  the  whole  of  that,  I  understand,  he 
will  have  spent  for  let  contracts.  Out  of  the 
£950,000  he  proposes  to  spend  £700,000  during 
the  current  year.  The  balance  ho  proposes  to 
bave  in  contracts  let  and  liabilities  at  the  end 
of  the  present  year ;  so  that  there  will  only  be 
2170,000  for  re-voting. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— As  far  as  that  is 
Qoncemed,  the  only  difference  between  the 
poeition  now  and  that  which  is  referred  to  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement  is  this:  that, 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  House,  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  to  find  the  money  for  school- 
boildings  from  other  sources. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  there  is  the  pur- 
bhase  of  Native  lands. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  I  will  not  go 
bother  into  these  details.  As  these  estimates 
now  stand  there  will  be  £40,000  available  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands  for  the  year  bo- 
ginnmg  on  the  1st  April  next  out  of  the  funds 
ptovided  by  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan. 
iU  I  wish  to  say,  thotefore,  is  that  I  followed 


the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  as  closely 
as  I  could;  but  I  could  not  discover  in  his 
figures  any  practical  difference  in  regard  to 
any  of  those  in  the  Statement.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  some  other  provision  will 
have  to  be  made  for  the  school  -  buildings,  as 
the  House  has  objected  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  that  direction.  The  honour- 
able member  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
expenditure  will  not  come  up  to  £1,538,000; 
and  an  estimate  has  been  made  which  brings 
the  amount  to  £1,400,000.  That  will  leave 
£1,800,000  for  expenditure  during  the  next 
year ;  and  if  the  House  chooses  to  be  moderate/ 
that  amount  will  carry  us  on  during  the  year. 
There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  question  it,  though. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  am  not  going  to 
follow  the  honourable  member  through  all  his 
speech.  I  shall  only  take  three  or  four  points 
which  strike  mo  as  being  necessary.  The 
honourable  member  referred  to  the  necessity 
for  further  information  about  tho  railways.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  shall  be  glad,  when  the  pro- 
per time  comes — when  the  estimates  are  going 
through,  or  when  the  schedule  to  this  Bill 
comes  up  for  consideration— to  tell  the  House 
exactly  how  far  the  money  will  go  that  we  ask 
the  House  to  vote  this  year,  and  also  to  state 
what  will  be  required  to  complete  each  of  these, 
several  lines.  I  think  I  shall  bo  able  to  show 
that  the  proposals  wo  have  made  are,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  lines  which  had  been  commenced 
when  we  took  office.  As  to  the  Livingstone  line, 
to  which  the  honourable  member  referred,  and 
said  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  gone  on 
with,  I  can  only  say  that  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement  of  1883,  made  by  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  in  the  Government  of  the  honour- 
ablo  gentleman,  it  was  then  stated:  |' Exten- 
sions have  been  made,  or  are  in  progress,  on 
the  following  branches :  Little  River,  Ashbur- 
ton,  Albury,  Livingstone,  Palmorston,  Catlin*s 
River,  Tapanui,  and  Seaward  Bash."  And  the 
Engineor-in-Chief  then  said,  in  his  report, — 

*'  Ngapara- Livingstone  Branch.  —  The  only 
work  in  progress  during  the  past  year  is  the 
tunnel  at  Rakis  Table,  which  is  now  nearly 
finished.  On  account  of  the  softness  of  the 
limestone  rock  through  which  tho  tunnel  is 
driven,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  line  it 
throughout.  Tenders  are  now  advertised  for 
the  second  tunnel,  286  yards  long,  which  prac- 
tically completes  the  formation  for  twelve 
miles." 

Thus  the  House  will  see  that  the  line  was 
commenced  a  considerable  time  back,  under 
the  approval  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  Government,  that  it  was  being  constructed 
when  we  took  office,  and  that  what  we  are 
doing  is  simply  to  take  votes  for  permanent- 
way  and  station-buildings  at  a  cost  of  £15,000,. 
being  all  that  is  necessary  to  complete  and 
bring  into  working  order  this  line,  on  which 
some  £54,000  has  been  already  spent.  I  think 
the  honourable  members's  statements  with  re- 
gard to  this  line  were  hardly  candid.  I  cannot 
see  why  that  work  should  be  abandoned,  seeing 
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that  so  much  has  been  expended  upon  it ;  but, 
apart  from  that,  it  passes  through  very  rich 
country,  and  there  ^ould  be  enough  traffic 
to  pay  a  reasonable  amount  of  interest.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  stated  that  the 
lands  being  purchased  on  the  line  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  are  utterly 
worthless ;  but,  far  from  that  being  the  case, 
I  understand  that  the  land  purchased  is  above 
tiie  average,  and  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
land  is  of  a  very  fine  description.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  wo  are  not  going 
on  vigorously  with  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways. I  would  point  out  that  during  the 
year  1881-82  his  Government  spent  on  rail- 
ways £454,833,  in  the  year  1882-83  £436,054,  m 
the  year  188a-84  £662,046 :  whilst  this  Govern- 
ment spent  during  the  year  1884-85  £663,063. 
Last  year  we  spent  £544,028,  and  this  year  we 
propose  to  spend  £709,400 :  and  that,  I  think, 
18  quite  as  fast  as  we  are  warranted  in  going. 
Further,  with  regard  to  the  Otago  Central, 
which  railway  our  friends  opposite  persist  in 
saying  we  have  so  much  neglected,  I  find  there 
was  spent  in  1882  £20,939,  in  1883  £24,894,  in 
1884  £11,830 ;  and  by  this  Government  in  1885 
£29,353,  in  1886  £75,829;  and  wo  propose 
spending  this  year  £87,000.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  a  good  deal  to  say  in 
tiie  way  of  complaint  about  railway  manage- 
ment. I  am  not  going  into  details  now ;  but 
I  wish  just  to  say  this:  that  he  and  several 
other  honourable  members  would  have  acted 
more  fairly  if,  when  referring  to  what  has 
taken  place  since  I  have  taken  charge,  they 
had  alluded  to  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
year  over  130  more  miles  of  lino  have  been 
opened,  and  that,  though  this  necessarily  in- 
volves large  additional  expense,  not  only  have  I 
done  without  increasing  the  expenditure,  but 
the  expenditure  has  been  decreased.  It  also 
has  to  be  remembered  that  there  would  have 
been  £50,000  or  £60,000  more  revenue  had  not 
the  rates  been  altered  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  industries  of  the  colony.  Any  one  who 
will  look  at  the  question  of  railway  management 
from  a  practical  point  of  view  will  admit  that 
these  changes  must  have  had  a  material  efiect 
upon  the  revenue  ;  but  I  think  that  the  results 
of  the  working  of  our  railways  will  compare 
favourably  with  the  results  obtained  from  rail- 
ways in  other  countries,  and  the  more  so  where 
the  circumstances  are  at  all  similar.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  charged  me  with  having 
departed  from  the  opinion  I  expressed  when  I 
took  office  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
gieneral  management  of  the  railways — ^whether 
the  present  system  should  be  continued,  or 
whether  there  should  be  management  by 
Boards.  Speaking  generally,  I  may  say  that 
my  opinion  is  very  much  the  same  now  as  it 
was  when  I  took  office ;  but  I  have  found  this : 
that  when  a  Bill,  carefully  drawn,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constituting  Boards  was  submitted  to 
members  of  this  House — and  I  think  I  am  not 
far  wrong  in  stating  that  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  gentlemein,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  was  the  same — the 
House  was  not  by  any  mecme  inclined  to  accept 
Mr,  E,  Richardson 


it.    Besides   the  unwillingness  of  the  Hoom 
to  accept  the  proposal,  I  had  this  fact  1 
me:   that  if  the  Bill  were  carried  into 
there  would  necessarily  for  two  or  three  ;, 
have  been  an  increase  in  the  expenses,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  two  or  three  of  these  Boaidf 
would  have  had  to  be  created,  and  that  then 
would  have  had  to  be  two  or  three  sepuate 
aocountants'  departments  created ;  and  thia  ex- 
pense we  were  not  prepared  to  incur  at  the  pK»- 
sent  time.    There  has  been  a  proposal  moofcai 
that  we  should  have  Boards  of  Advice,  and  two 
separate  Bills  have  been  prepared  with  tiiat 
object ;  but  I  see  very  great  difficulties  in  tfie 
way  of  creating  these  Boards  of  Advice,  be- 
cause, unless  they  spent  a  considerable  iinM 
in  mastering  the  details  of  railway  mana^ 
ment  and  its  intricacies,  particularly  that  of 
the   goods-traffic,  they  would  be   pracUe^y 
useless  except,  perhaps,  to  the  Minister,  idio 
could  use  them  as  a  buffer  between  the  paUie 
and  the  Government.    And  then,  if  yon  got 
the  Boards  of  Advice,  I  am  afraid  thatthak 
advice  would  consist  mainly  of  a  repetition  d 
that  pressure  which  business  people  are  new 
constantly  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  Minister 
to  secure  reductions  in  freights  or  extra  con- 
veniences.   There  is  no  doubt  that  great  diffi- 
culty surrounds  the  whole  subject,  and  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  this  House  would  consezil 
to  such  a   buffer  being    set  up  between  the 
people  and  the  Minister.    I  can  only  further 
say  in  that  regard  that  it  has  been  stated  fay 
one   honourable   member,    who   certainly,    I 
suppose,  ranks  with  those  who  are  called  the 
friends  of  the  Government,  that  during  the 
time  I  have  held  office  I  have  done  nothmg  te 
fulfil  the  pledges  I  made,  or  to  correct  the 
abuses  which  I  stated   existed    at  the  time 
that  I  took  office.    I  would  just  say  that  many 
changes  in  the  working  of  the  railways  have 
been  made  since  I  went  into  office,  and  those 
changes  are  now  going  on  to  a  larger  extent 
than  previously.    It  can  be  shown — and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  looks  in  a  table  towaidi 
the  end  of  the  Public  Works  Statement  it  will 
be  seen — that  the  classification  has  been  'veiy 
largely  altered,  and  that  the  rates  have  been 
revised.    That  has  been  going  on  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  I  have  held  office.    I  can  ssf 
no  more  in  that  respect  except  this :  that  so 
long  as  the  pressure  continues  for  additional 
accommodation,  unless  you  have  a  Board  ok 
General  Manager  who  will  clearly  and  honestly 
advise  the  Minister  to  decline  any  additions, 
accommodation,  or  reduction  in  charges  ex- 
cepting such  as  are  really  required,  the  pro- 
ceeds— the  results — of  the  railways  must  be 
anything  but  eneouraging.     The   hononraUs 
member  for  Egmont  made  a  eonsiderable  point 
of  the  questicm  of  expenditure  on  open  rail- 
ways, for  which  we  have  estimated  the  amount 
to  be  taken  out  of  new  loan  at  £200,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  was  £200,000  in  tha' 
Financial  Statement — reduced  now  to  £150,000. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  is  £lfiO,OM 
for  works  upen  lines  and  £50,000  lor  zaili* 
sleepers,  and  rolling  -  stoek.  I  was  aiao^: 
going  to  say  that  Ihe  appUoationa  foe  these- 
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tdliiioiis  axe,  I  think,  at  something  like  the 
nto  of  £400,000  a  year.     That  is  the  rate 
ai  which  they  have  been  made  during  the 
last  year,   at  all  events;    and  certainly  one 
of  the  most  difficult  things  a  Public  Works 
Miiiister  has  to  deal  with  is  this  question  of 
eoatinuoua  applications  for  additionaJ  accom- 
modation.    The  public  at  large  seem  to  forget 
liiat   these  railways  are  not  of  the  class  of 
raQways  they  have  been  accustomed  to  in  the 
<Hd  Country,  and  that  in  many  cases  in  a  great 
park  of  the  country  they  are  railroads,  in  place 
of  lailways  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term.    The  people  of  the   country  want  the 
■une  accommodation  as  they  received  in  the 
Old  Country ;  but  if  we  con  only  continue  to 
hold  out  against  this  pressure,  and  convince 
those  who  use  the  railways  that  they  need  not 
expect  the  accommodation  which  has  been  so 
Buch  asked  for  in  past  years  —  and,  I  think, 
too  readily  given — we   may  hope  to  reduce 
tlie  annual   expenditure  on  these  open  rail- 
ways still  lower  than  the  Government  esti- 
mate to  be  required  for  this  and  next  year. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  seemed 
to  me  to  have  misunderstood  the  reading  of  the 
ihizd  column  in  these  estimates,  because  he 
biought  out  the  most  astonishing  results  with 
ngazd  to  liabilities  which  would  exist  at  the 
•ad  of  the  year.    He  is  not  here,  and  I  shall 
not  refer  to  his  remarks  further ;  but  what  I 
kavB  to  say  is  that  he  appeared  to  expect  that 
the  amounts  iu  the  third  column  would  be  ex- 
pended during  the  year,  in  place  of  ba'V'ing  a 
am  amount  left  in  hand.    That  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  explanation.     Now  I  come  to  say 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  what  fell  from  the 
honoorable  member  for  Napier.    The  honour- 
shle  gentleman  is  not  in  his  place  ;  but  I  shall 
nevertheless  refer  to  his  remarks,  because  he 
laid  very  great  stress  on  the  failure  of  the  Go- 
wmment  to  carry  out  what  he  said  was  the 
main  feature  of  our  policy,  and  that  was,  to 
vrais  on  the  trunk  lines,  and  not  to  go  on  with 
little  bits,  as  he  called  it;  and  he  took  as 
his  ezamplef!  the  Otago  Central  and  Napier- 
Woodville   lines.     Now,  with    regard  to  the 
Hapier-Woodville  line,  he  gave  us  an  account 
of  two  or  three  or  four  interviews  which  he  said 
he  had  had  with  me  on  the  subject  of   the 
oontinuation  of  that  line.    In  1884,  when  the 
Oevemment  took  office,  one  of  the  first  things 
I  did  was  to  go  over  the  list  of  these  railways ; 
sod,  as  regards  the  Napicr-Woodville  line,  I 
WIS  informed  that  it  had  been  the  fixed  inten- 
tiou  of  the  former  Government  not  to  proceed 
with  that  work  beyond  Tahoraite,  and  that 
witii  that  object  in  view  a  very  large  expendi- 
ture had  been  gone  to  in  the  shape  of  special 
accommodation  for  a  terminus   there.     The 
Government  took  a  different  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  expressed  an  intention  of  pressing  on 
the  oonstruction  of  that  line.    The  nonourable 
aismber  for  Napier  put  a  question  to  me  in 
the  House,  and  afterwards  saw  me  privately ; 
Uid  my  impression  of  the  interview  which  he 
had  then  is  that  it  had  reference  more  to  con- 
timung  the  line  on  to  Woodville  than  on  to 
^AlmesBton.    Certainly,  I  could  not  help  know- 


ing, and  I  am  sure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, if  he  thinks  of  it,  must  know,  that  no 
survey  was  made  through  the  Gorge  at  that 
time  ;  and  that  it  was  impossible  that  I  could 
have  said,  or  that  he  could  have  thought  I 
meant  it,  if  I  did  say  it,  that  the  railway  should 
be  finished  in  two  years.  The  honourable 
member  for  Hawke*s  Bay  referred  to  that  in- 
terview, and  he  made  a  very  much  modified 
statement — that  we  then  intended  to  have  the 
line  completed  by  the  time  that  the  Mana- 
watu  line  was  opened.  That,  no  doubt,  was 
the  then  intention  of  the  Government ;  but 
I  think  it  would  have  been  more  honest  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Napier  had  stated 
that  the  prosecution  of  the  work  was  pre- 
vented by  a  vote  of  the  House  last  year.  We 
had  then  the  information  which  would  have 
enabled  us  to  at  once  call  for  tenders  for  the 
line  through  the  Gorge;  but  the  money  for 
that  work  was  taken  off  by  the  House,  and 
therefore  the  liability  could  not  be  incurred ; 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  construction 
of  the  line  through  the  Qorge  had  to  be  de- 
layed for  one  year.  In  regard  to  the  Otago 
Central  exactly  the  same  thing  occurred.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  acquit  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  of  any  intention  to  mislead  the 
House,  but  he  ought,  before  making  such  a 
charge,  to  have  ascertained  what  were  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  he  might  easily  have  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  them.  If  he  had  looked 
at  the  Public  Works  Statement  made  by  my- 
self last  year,  he  would  have  seen  that  I  drew 
special  attention  to  the  fact — and  even  in  1884 
I  think  I  drew  attention  to  it — that  all  the  work 
which  had  been  done  on  the  Otago  Central 
line  had  been  done  beyond  a  great  viaduct 
or  gap  left  seven  or  eight  miles  away  from 
the  main  trunk  line;  and,  consequently,  that 
it  was  useless — utterly  useless — to  go  on  to 
any  great  extent  with  the  railway  till  that 
gap  was  filled  up.  Immediately  on  taking 
office  that  work  was  put  in  band,  and  it  is  now 
going  on  satisfactorily.  If  the  honourable 
member  had  looked  at  the  present  Public 
Works  Statement  he  would  have  found  that 
the  contracts  were  let  over  that  length,  and 
he  would  further  have  found  that  provision 
had  been  taken  under  the  present  loan  that 
would  not  leave  that  line  in  a  place  where  it  was 
of  no  use,  but  would  thoroughly  complote  it  up 
to — I  think  the  place  is  called  Sutton,  where 
the  line  opens  out  on  something  like  level  land, 
at  a  point  to  which  the  line  could  be  remunera- 
tive. I  think  the  two  examples  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier  has  alluded  to,  and  laid  a 
great  amount  of  stress  upon,  were  not,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  fortunate  choice  for  him  to 
make.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
kato  twitted  the  Government  on  not  going  on 
with  the  main  trunk  line  sufiiciently  fast  to 
carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Government. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  I  can  say  there 
is  an  absolute  blank  of  a  year  in  the  time  in 
which  that  line  should  be  constructed,  owing 
to  the  reduction  of  the  votes  made  last  year. 
The  works  that  were  to  have  been  put  in 
hand  were  not  put  in  hand,  and  the  surveys,. 
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to  a  great  extent,  were  stopped  in  the  same 
way ;  and  consequently  the  works  that  are 
at  present  to  be  put  in  hand  are  largely 
the  works  that  were  to  have  been  undertaken 
last  year.  The  honourable  member  said,  if  I 
understood  him  rightly,  that  only  £46,000  was 
to  be  expended  on  the  North  Island  Trunk 
lino  this  year;  but  the  fact  is  that  the  lia- 
bilitioH  proposed  to  be  incurred  this  year  will  be 
£230,000,  and  that,  I  am  sure,  will  enable  the 
lino  to  bo  carried  on  as  fast  as  the  country  will 
care  for.  It  is  astonishing  to  hear  honourable 
menibors  in  this  respect.  Some  honourable 
members  find  fault  because  we  do  not  go  on 
quickly  with  this  raih\ay,  and  immediately 
afterwards  they  are  answered  by  otlier  mem- 
be  i-s,  who  say  we  have  no  business  to  po 
on  so  quickly  because  we  have  not  purchased 
auflieient  Native  land.  I  think  North  Island 
mtmlK're  would  be  greatly  di>appoiiited  if  we 
did  not  proceed  witli  tliat  line  until  we  liad  pur- 
chased all  tlie  Native  laud  bttwecn  Te  Awa- 
mutu  and  Mokau.  It  is  ^ ill  understood  that 
Native  land  can  onl\  bo  piirchastd  in  a  certain 
way;  and  txAX*  years  ai:o  it  won  lit  havt.  bti-n  looked 
upon  almost  as  an  nb^uruity  if  anybody  said 
that  the  Nativis  ihtre  \\\iiM  at  the  prL>ent 
time  be  prayin*:  iht  GoMiumt  r.t  to  cstai  '.i-h  a 
lAr.dCourt  thin?.  Tht  hcr.oi:r^lle  memlvrfor 
Fi:r..vV.t  and  rthtr  1.0!::;.:aMc  numbers  have 
til". kid  alvnt  onr  prr:v-.r.t:  ntw  iir.us.  Now, 
it  1"  o:.^'  A  d.'kv  or  two  .iiio'  >.:.«. o  I  was  asked  by 
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5ur^t\s  v!  a  ^.r.t  i^  o.'.r.Cvi  TA:A:.Axi  w:ih  the 
N.^iTh  UlJLT.a  Tn::.t  l.r.o.  I>  thai  net  rro- 
}^^^.:  ^  a  r:i^  '.-r.f  *  No  J.::b:  :he  hv-^r.cv.r.il  le 
r::ii.".»'-r  *ruli  be  cjit-e  ri.".».'y  to  a<^:*^l  the 
Or»t:i.i=.ti;i  :o  gtt  *av.:r.:r.:y  for  a  Itji  fcr 
it  ill  l-:.r  Thti:"  ihe  ii:::.uraVlc  m-.r-.Ur  fcr 
EaT^it  *  B&y  hs*  alfo  ":>tt;i  ynsiiiv  '"^r  vtrv 
ei"£r.N.^e  5.cr5'f v>  vi  rA:.».l*  n-iiim  i-ii  I:isi  Kw 
Ciy>      Vatt  rt-t-r  b :r.-.-r.\.lc  :r t i:/r«t rs  have 
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i:/*I  Tc  I.,  .nf.  "c  n  u  :1-.,^  l-v.  Kin  Jkrv-^vi^-d 
r.*  c.  ..r;  :- X-  :rTv-a^;:::-  :.^  :.■•->  ?.-  -wjz.i  hs'oe 
Kv  r  ct: *:  -  tv-  .  >.'.l-  T L:  hs  r.rr rs.':  f  r-ur-iw r 
f.r  :-.-.-  i-  >  ?xi\  u'rV^.ct'i.  a  3x*4n.::  .at  c-i**  ic 
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broken  down,  and  that  it  would  not  be  kq 
before  the  country  would  find  itadf  in  th 
position  of  not  being  able  to  pay  interest  anil 
loans.  I  hope  the  honourable  member  will  tm 
out  a  false  prophet ;  and  I  feel  confident  1^ 
come  what  may,  this  oo1on3'  wiU  not  find  itsd 
in  that  position,  and  will  not  allow  the  onfesd 
creditor  to  be  deprived  of  his  interest.  Whsl 
ever  the  colonists  do  they  will  stop  in  time 
60  that  they  will  be  able'  to  pay  the  interesi 
and  will  pay  it.  The  honourable  member  k 
Manawatu  made  a  series  of  charges  running  si 
over  the  country,  and  those  which  have  no 
been  taken  up  by  other  honourable  memba 
have  already  been  referred  to  by  myself 
but  there  was  one  which  he  laid  great  stza 
upon.  He  stated  that  very  Isjge  soms  bai 
been  expended  on  the  Wanganai  River  wed 
and  in  road-works  from  Te  Awamncn  sootii 
wards.  Now,  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  the 
on  the  improvements  in  the  Wan^anui  Rive 
£1.527  has  been  expended  ;  an!  on  roads  sosti 
of  Te  Awamutu.  £2,1  U  :  and  for  a  cart-bzidge 
to  approach  the  rail  way- works,  £1,119.  Then 
has  also  been  expended  for  wages,  tools,  and 
other  materials  1:1.393.  It  is  impossible  to 
pa.n:c'j '.arize  them  here,  but  tbey  have  beeo 
praciically  used  in  making  the  necea-saiy  pre- 
paraiion>  :o  get  approaches  to  the  line.  Honour- 
able members  w..i  reccllect  i::xi  in  the  esti- 
mates fcr  that  ra:>.aya  s::^)  of  x^.OOOai^iesB 
for  th;«i  panic y.ar  p-rpose.  If  this  line  goes  ob 
at  a'.l  r-r:  'ly,  very  ccusiieral.t  sums  will  have 
to  bv  sj^iii  en  ar7r:iic":ie5  to  ihe  line.  There 
IS  a  pcint  cr  rsio  ::.a:  I  sLcii'I  refer  to  in  the 

1  speech  ci  iLe  he -cur-:  leEiit:ii:w5.r  for  Wakatipo. 

'  He  apptirs  to  Lave  fere  men  what  he  oaed 

•  to  impress  T:por.  L:«  h€ar>:rs  Trhen  foUowiog 
his  or.g-.nik!  v.-c::.:;:is_  He  crmpared  the 
c.>t  of  cur  ra:>-y>  wiih  ;he  ccis*  of  distiict 

\  railways  mace  ty  rrrraie  ccmpanies,  with  a 
new  tc  shr'snnc  i^e  «iraTairAr:ce  of  the  Go- 
vrrr.z:t:r.t  m  ta.  -BAT-ccTLi-ir-^ticn.  If  that 
h:r-:-:Lr.»':le  ncir.'>-r  wer>:  a  nonce  in  these 
=!-.::£ rs.  iz.l  nzi  an  eTper:,  I  should  not  be 
a>;::-iiC-:'i.  r-i  ii-:  h:c:  j.r*':".t  member  knows 
ptr:i.r:.y  Till  zr.M  il  >-^i*  j_a^:r.c:  railways  have 
:»e%ii  n-i*.  :r  CTrrv  casv.  w-rie  the  woiks 
.»rv  :5  Uf  Tv-x  1  ri:£«  7c»><:le  nacoie,  and 
ilf  AJ-rjr—rCk:  n  r~  i*-.z: — as  it  is  on  Go- 
vfjT.r-i' :  :r:i.T  :"i  -li* — Is  ::  I'^-e  t«it  simplest 
£11.1.  Hi  r:r•-7^Lrt'^  ih.a^  -a.ii  Govemsient 
-T?^-*  "u*:l.:"ji  hi'^e  tl  .^s  a:_I  rr.iles  of  heavy 
"r-  "r:*  >-:.':'ri  ":  i^*  se^t-Tisi  floods,  and 
^:.rf  1- :  v.rw-  lt-  cc  p^aa  iiiaznitade,  in- 
>:,i.A  re  :-:~r:-r  " :  t'-n  »  :h  ihe  Goveminent 
:ri-r  :h  l.r-.>  o.o.r  :r'i -- Lcr  sisiilar  coodi- 
:.-u-<v  ».  :^  i£  '.  .  I  !i^  i  hj.1  ic  show  that 
iJLi  -  :-^ .  i-TJUt  r :  _-  .  ^  -v  . :«  jc=.5Srjct€d  for 
:.  T  1  Tt r  .-V ,  I.  .->  iLiJi  il.e  pciv&te  lines. 
S  :  A  :•  '.  -»•  -  -'■  ■  \-  "-•-  "T-t  :•;  :s  exceedingly 
,  r-.  -  '  ■  '  «^  •  ':  i^  ^  L 1  >-i:ii  experioiee 
;•.  -.  >.  :  T  :  -l^  -j  •  1  ,*t  L-:  'j=:-:vi  to  attempt 
: :  ^-  !„.-  I  i*-  ; ;  .-  1--  -  •-  5«^  :*1  -  '•  =^i  on  to  state 
zi'^z  :::  r.->a  -c  t- ^  .-"--i-:  via  6  per  cent. 
A  u:  !  '♦i^  T-;rT  rj-r,r— I  TCipared  a  short 
irr;  1-?*  «;^ '▼-•:£  «T»f  T^JCTfjuv^-e  of  ccst  f or 
;' ,-.:  vr.:^  fc.:  £  ^.'t*  -^'^iy-'c  .ia«  5^ea^:  and  it 
•..,^i.^vL   ^^i  -i  :.— >  **J»  ^^^-^  *^*  whole  «x- 
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fense  of  snpervislon  amounted  to  5^  per  cent. 
the  amount  of  outside  work  and  supervision 
^ne  by  the  department  is  a  very  large  item 
indeed*    The  department  is  still  being,  to  a 
certain  extent,  called    upon    to  report  upon 
harbours,  bridges,  and  other  works  all  over  the 
colony :  if  a  fair  allowance  were  made  for  that, 
it  would  reduce  the  percentage  for  supervision 
veiy  considerably  below  5  per  cent. ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  honourable  members  are  aware 
that  the  ordinary  charge  for  supervision    of 
railway  contracts  is  5  per  cent.    Architects  get 
eren  a  higher  percentage  on  the  works  which 
(hey  supervise.    The  honourable  member  said 
that  in  order  to  gain  the  votes  of  tho  West 
Coast   members   the   line   from    Hokitika  to 
Greymouth  was  going  by  Kumara.    The  plans 
ss  now  prepared  do  not  show  that  the  line  is 
going  by  Kmnara.    A  petition  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Government, 
asking  that  the  line  should  go  by  Kumara.    A 
report  will  now  be  made  as  to  what  the  cost 
wUl  be  of  taldng  the  railway  by  way  of  Kumara, 
whether  such  a  course  is  desirable,  and,  as  an 
alternative,  the  cost  of  constructing  a  branch- 
Ime.    That  is  how  the  position  stands.    There 
is  no  determination  by  the  Government  to  take 
the  line  by  Kumara.    There  is  very  little  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  hereafter  this  line  will  have  to 
be  made,  either  by  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany or  by  the  Government.    The  honourable 
gentleman  had  no  right  to  make  such  a  state- 
ment as  he  did  about  the  line  from  Gisbomo 
inland,  unless  he  had  some  reasonable  autho- 
rity for  doing  so.     Sir,  this  was  news  to  tho 
Government  and  myself.      All  that  has  been 
done  in  that  matter  is  that  an  exploration 
has  been  made   by  an    engineer,  and  a  re- 
port on  the  subject  laid  upon  the  table ;  and, 
if  the  honourable  member  did  not  know  that, 
he  must  pay  very  little  attention  to  what  goes 
on  in  this  House.   I  shall  not  trouble  the  House 
any  further.    I  shall  have  opportunities  to  go 
into  details  on  several  items  which  appear  in 
the  schedule  of  this  Loan  Bill  when  the  Bill  is 
in.  Committee,  and  also  when  the  estimates  are 
before  the  House.    I  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  criticism  which  has  been  passed  on 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  and  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  attempt  made  to  alter  in  any  serious 
degree  the  proposals  of  the  Government ;  as,  if 
there  is,  I  am  quite  suro  it  will  lead  to  very 
considerable  waste  of  time  and  money,  and 
probably  go  far   to  revert  to   the  system  in 
vogue  up  to  the  time  of  this  Government  taking 
office,  and  undo  much  of  the  good  that  has 
been  effected  by  the  system  adopted  during  the 
Ust  two  years. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.— Tho  district  from 
'which  I  come  is  one  of  those  parts  of  New  Zea- 
land which  have  nothing  to  gain  except  from 
the  wise  expenditure  of  borrowed  money.  I 
-quite  allow  that  a  member  of  this  House 
ought  to  look  beyond  the  narrow  bounds 
of  his  district,  and  consider  himself  as  reprc- 
sentuig  the  colony;  and  I  wish  that  more 
members  would  take  that  wider  view.  IMany 
members  are  unable  to  take  a  fair  view  of 
•anything  connected  with  the  expenditure  of 


money.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  say  that  he  is  satisfied  with  the 
criticisms  which  the  Government  have  met 
during  the  last  few  days.  I  rose  with  a  feeling 
of  commiseration  for  them,  and  with  a  feel- 
ing that  the  Government  had  been  sufficiently 
battered,  and  therefore  that  they  would  not 
expect  anything  of  that  sort  from  me.  Any 
stranger  sitting  behind  your  chair.  Sir,  and 
listening  to  this  debate  must  have  thought  that 
a  large  number  of  members  were  making  very 
rash  statements,  or  else  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  hold  their  seats  any  longer.  That 
part  of  the  debate  which  has  dealt  with  tibe 
manipulation  of  figures  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
at  any  great  length.  I  have  taken  consider- 
able trouble  with  those  figures,  but,  looking  at 
the  way  in  which  honourable  members  have 
already  gone  into  this  question,  I  will  not  do  so 
at  length  now.  These  manipulations  reminded 
me  of  the  pleasure  I  had  when  a  child  in 
seeing  a  magic  lantern.  I  was  pleased  to  see 
a  large  deficit  turned  into  a  large  balance 
ready  for  expenditure.  This  debate  has  been 
approached  in  the  manner  of  an  ordinary 
want -of -confidence  debate.  One  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  of  a  democratic  country  like 
this  to  float  on  the  crest  of  the  popular 
wave.  My  opinion  is  that  a  Government  should 
have  principles,  and  should  stand  by  those 
principles,  and  should  endeavour  to  lead  on 
enlightened  country;  and  to  say  that  the 
country  is  to  dictate  to  the  Government  and 
to  members  is  an  absurdit3^  Members  go 
back  to  their  constituents  with  considerable 
experience  in  public  matters,  and,  assisted  by 
the  widely-read  pages  of  Hansard,  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  forming  public  opinion. 
There  is  no  man  who  moro  than  myself 
allows  full  value  to  an  enlightened  and  ma- 
ture public  opinion,  and  I  say  that  under 
our  various  institutions  men  will  always  come 
forward  who  represent  that  opinion,  and  the 
men  in  office  ought  to  be  in  accord  with  that 
opinion.  They  ought  not  to  be  diametrically 
opposed  to  it,  like  the  members  of  the  present 
Government.  It  is  true  that  the  Government 
has  shifted  about  very  much.  The  considera- 
tion of  those  honourable  gentlemen  is,  how  the 
votes  of  honourable  members  are  affected. 
They  would  be  very  glad  to  lead  an  enlightened 
public  opinion  or  to  ride  on  the  crest  of  the 
wave ;  but  the  crest  of  the  wave  on  which  they 
arc  riding  is  a  wave  within  this  House,  and 
their  object  is  to  land  themselves  in  some  par- 
ticularly safe  cove.  Their  principles  are  thoso 
of  the  Vicar  of  Bray,  who  changed  his  religion 
four  times.  That  celebrity,  when  taxed  with 
inconsistency,  replied,  *'Not  so.  I  always  stick 
to  my  principles,  which  arc,  to  live  and  die 
Vicar  of  Bray."  If  thp  gentlemen  sitting  on 
those  benches  had  been  seeking  to  represent 
on  enlightened  public  opinion,  we  should  not 
have  hod  the  system  of  local  self-government 
which  it  is  proposed  to  enact.  Local  self- 
government,  to  tho  outside  people,  means  that 
they  shall  have  largely  tho  management  of 
their  own  affairs :  not  because  they  want  to 
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their  own  affairs,  bnt  because  they 
ooDflider  that  they  can  manage  their  own 
afiaira  at  less  expense  and  more  judiciously 
than  the  Goyemment  can.  In  the  few  cases  in 
which  local  self-government  has  been  grcinted 
there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  the  central  Government.  Another  thing 
which  the  public  desire,  and  which  this  Go- 
vernment manifests  no  desire  to  grant  them,  is 
reduced  expenditure.  If  there  has  been  one 
matter  more  than  another  in  regard  to  which 
public  opinion  has  expressed  itself,  through  the 
Press  and  other  channels,  it  is  that  Skll  our 
future  borrowing  should  be  reasonable,  and  kept 
as  far  as  possible  within  such  bounds  as  that  it 
will  either  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  country  in- 
directly or  be  made  immediately  remunerative. 
I  will  show  presently  that  our  borrowing  is  not 
very  reasonable ;  and  here,  again,  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  not  in  accord  with  the  feel- 
ing of  tbe  public.  I  can  hardly  refer  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  have,  from 
first  to  lELst,  abandoned  all  the  principles  which 
they  once  laid  down,  without  travelling  over 
ground  which  has  already  been  very  ably  dealt 
with  by  other  honourable  members ;  but  I  may 
say  this :  that  there  is  no  question  on  which  they 
are  now  making  a  stand  regarding  which  thoy 
did  not  express  diametrically  opposite  opinions 
at  no  very  distant  date.  Take,  for  example, 
the  purchase  of  Native  land  in  this  Island. 
The  Native  Minister  was  so  opposed  to  the  sys- 
tem at  one  time  that  he  declared  when  he  came 
into  office  that  he  would  buy  no  more  land,  but 
would  try  to  back  out  of  the  transactions  which 
had  been  commenced,  and  he  always  advised 
the  Natives  to  sell  no  more  land ;  but  now  he  is 
going  in  the  very  opposite  direction.  There  is 
one  matter  which  is  rather  apart  from  any 
general  line  that  one  might  be  supposed  to  take 
in  making  a  speech  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this ;  but  I  should  like  just  to  refer  to  it.  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  duties  of  the  Minister 
of  Klines.  And  here  I  might  say  that  great 
promises  were  made  as  to  what  was  going  to  be 
done  for  this  industry.  I  allow  that  tne  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charg^^  of  that  department 
is  anxious  to  do  all  he  can  in  that  direction ; 
but  he  is  mistaken  in  the  direction  in  which 
his  efforts  should  tend.  It  is  absurd  to  expend 
the  large  sums  of  money  that  are  yearly  voted 
for  water-races  on  goldfields.  Up  to  the  time 
when  that  system  became  general  the  miners 
were  ready  to  face  any  difficulty  in  order  to  get 
the  gold,  if  thoy  knew  it  was  there ;  but  now 
they  depend  on  the  Government  for  everything. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  Minister  of  Mines 
direct  his  efforts  to  assisting  the  public  as  far 
as  possible  in  ascertaining  where  the  gold  is. 
If  ne  will  do  that,  the  miners  are  quite  quick 
enough  to  bring  their  appliances  to  bear  to  get 
the  gold,  if  they  think  there  is  any  chance  of 
success.  What  the  Government  should  do  is 
what  is  done  in  other  colonies.  They  should 
get  boring-machines,  and  then  test  those  parts 
of  the  country  which  are  likely  to  bear  mine- 
rals. I  believe  that,  if  the  ton  or  twelve  thou- 
sand pounds  which  are  now  spent  yearly  on 
water-races  were  spent  in  boring  wlierc  there 
ITr.  J.  C,  Bttckland 


is  any  likelihood  of  success,  we  should  have  fat- 
mote  men  working  on  the  mines  than  we  havB 
under  the  present   system   of  paupexizixig  a 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants.     Down  ia 
the  part  of  the  country  imm  which  I  corns 
we  believe  that  coal  underlies  the  soil,  but  il 
is   at   such   a   depth   that  we  are    not  riek 
enough  to  get  machines  to  sink  for  it ;  wheraa. 
if  the  Government  had  machines,  aiid  wouU 
let  them  out  at  a  reasonable  rate,  'we  should 
very  soon  have  plenty  of  people  employed  th»e» 
Then,  there  are  a  great  many  places  in  differrait 
parts  of  the  colony  where  gold  is  suspected  t» 
exist  in  deep  leads,  but  where  the  people  azt 
not  rich  enough  to   bore  for  it    themselv^; 
but,  if  the  Government  would  only  prove  tba 
ground,  thousands  of  men  would   come  for- 
ward to  work  the  fields  without  any  of  this 
expenditure  on  water-races.    I  commend  these 
few  remarks  to  the  Minister  of  Mines.     A  short 
time  ago,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  was  speaking,  an  honourable  gentle- 
man on  the  Government    benches  suggested 
that  we  should  point  out  where  there  could  be 
a  saving  in  the  expenditure  on  the  proposed 
schedule  of  railways.    Well,  I  am  prepared  to 
show  where  there  can  be  a  considerable  saving 
on  railways  and  other  things  made.     And,  first, 
dealing  with  the  Bill  itself,  there  is  one  item 
here  which,  although  it  is  rather  trifling,  still 
it  might  be  well  to  have  to  our  credit  next 
year:  I  mean  a  sum  of  £12,000  for  new  depart- 
mental buildings  at  Auckland. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— That  is  not  to  be  spent  this 
year. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.  — But  it  is  to  be 
voteH,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  that  sum  is  wanted  to  put  a 
building  on  the  Government  Insurance  site  in 
Auckland. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.— Then  I  will  say  no' 
more  about  it.  To  the  other  part  of  the  build- 
ing vote  I  have  no  objection ;  and  the  sooner 
a  large  and  well- ventilated  printing-office  is 
erected  in  Wellington  the  better.  I  come  now 
to  the  railways,  and  these  are  evidently  dis- 
tributed around  so  as  to  catch  the  votes  of 
honourable  members.  Take  the  Te  Aroha- 
Thames  Railway,  for  instance.  I  wonder  thai 
any  man  in  his  senses  could  ever  think  Uiat 
that  line  would  pay.  I  have  been  through  all 
that  country,  and  cannot  think  that  this  line 
can  possibly  pay  at  present ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  the  line  up,  and  it  is  evidently 
nothing  more  than  a  political  line.  If  you 
want  to  retrench,  here  is  an  opportunity  at 
once,  for  the  Upper  Thames  district  will 
bo  admirably  well  served  by  the  Te  Aroha- 
Hamilton  line,  which  gives  it  all  the  oom- 
mimication  it  con  want  with  Auckland.  Here 
is  money  that  is  going  to  be  thrown  away 
far  more  effectually  than  if  you  threw  it 
into  the  sea,  because  you  will  have  to  keep 
an  unprofitable  line  in  order,  after  it  is  made. 
The  only  possible  advantage  it  can  give  is 
to  the  labourers  who  will  be  employed  on  its 
construction.  The  next  note  I  have  mtbde  is 
with  regojrd  to  the  expenditure  in  clearing  the 
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Wftnganni  Biver.  Of  course,  if  the  Minister  of 
Lands  wants  to  gain  some  patronage  by  having 
money  spent  in  his  district  it  is  very  natural 
tliat  he  should  come  to  the  House  and  tiy  to 
get  it;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
most  foolish  expenditure.  We  have  been  fur- 
nished with  some  very  pretty  pictures  of 
the  scenery  along  this  river;  but  from  what 
I  have  heard  I  believe  it  is  a  very  shal- 
low river,  and  that  the  only  effect  of  re- 
moving the  snags  and  other  obstructions 
in  the  narrows  will  be  to  so  lower  the  water 
that  the  river  will  be  of  very  little  use  for 
navigation.  At  present  the  contractors  for 
the  tunnel  contract  on  the  trunk  railway  are 
taking  their  materials  up  on  pack-horses  from 
Alexandra,  and,  if  all  that  we  bear  is  true,  it 
b  very  doubtful  whether  the  work  of  clearing 
the  river  will  be  completed  before  the  contract 
is  finished.  The  only  good  that  this  work 
can  be  is  that  by -and -by  it  will  bring  down 
toarists  who  come  by  the  central  line ;  but 
I  think  we  might  very  well  wait,  before  we 
make  provision  for  that,  until  we  see  how  the 
railway  it<;elf  is  getting  on.  It  may  be  very 
well  then  to  go  on  with  this  work ;  but  surely, 
in  oar  present  straitened  circumstances,  this 
expenditure  is  absolutely  a  waste  of  money. 
There  is  another  railway  also  to  which  I  phould 
bice  to  draw  attention,  and  that  is  the  Master- 
ton-Woodville  line.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  land  between  Woodville  and  Mauriceville  is 
second  to  none  in  the  country ;  but  at  present 
there  aro  no  settlers  to  take  up  that  land,  and 
to  ask  for  a  largo  sum  of  money  to  spend  on 
that  line  now  is  entirely  unneces.sary.  It  is  all 
densely-timbered  land,  of  which  far  more  is 
already  opened  up  than  can  bo  occupied  or 
dealt  with.  I  should  be  glad  to  support  a 
nseful  railway  like  that  when  the  proper 
timo  comes ;  but  when  we  know  that  we 
h&vp  KQch  a  large  quantity  of  land  open  for 
Kttlement,  and  no  one  to  settle  on  it,  I 
think  that  railway  might  stand  over  for  a 
time.  Then  we  come  to  tho  Hokitika-Grey- 
moath  line.  Now,  we  have  spent  a  great  deal 
of  money  on  the  Hokitika  and  Greymouth 
harbours'  It  is  true  that  the  payment  of  the 
money  is  so  arranged  that  it  is  presumably 
to  be  a  charge  on  the  districts  ;  but  we  know 
that  in  the  end  it  will  become  a  charge  on 
the  colony :  and  I  cannot  see  the  reason  for 
spending  money  on  a  railway  between  two 
ports  on  which  we  have  already  spent  so  much 
money.  A  more  utterly  foolish  thing  to  do  at 
this  time  I  cannot  conceive.  If  it  is  said  that 
it  is  to  give  communication  to  the  Midland 
Railway,  then  I  say  let  us  see  that  railway 
"^ell  on  its  course  to  completion  first.  The 
Ble:ilicim-Tophouso  Hallway :  can  any  one  in 
hiss  senses  think  that  money  should  be  spent  on 
snch  ft  railway  as  that  ?  I  trust  that  when  we 
get  into  Committee  on  this  Bill  any  voto  for 
joch  a  line  will  be  struck  out  of  the  schedule. 
Then  \vc  come  to  tho  Westport  Railway,  which 
Diay  in  time  be  a  useful  line  ;  but,  if  a  sum  is 
iisked  for  now  for  expenditure  on  it  in  view  of 
its  connection  with  the  Midland  Railway,  I 
think  it  should  not  be  granted.    We  know  the 
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Midland  Railway  is  by  no  means  an  assured 
railway  in  the  meantime ;  and,  even  if  it  were^ 
it  will  be  a  long  time  before  it  wants  this  West- 
port  Railway.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
it  is  merely  a  political  railway,  to  catch  tho 
votes  of  certain  members  who  come  with  such 
narrow  views  that  they  will  not  look  at  ther 
interest  of  the  colony  a.8  a  whole,  so  Iton^  a4- 
they  can  get  something  for  their  own  districts, 
I  know  a  man  puts  himself  in  a  very  invidious 
position  who  gets  up  here  and  says  that  this  or 
that  railway  should  not  be  proceeded  with ;  butr 
I  come  from  a  conservative  part  of  the  colony 
— conservative  in  this  way:  that  it  gets  no  ex- 
penditure of  borrowed  money  ;  and,  thougli 
we  look  with  friendly  feeling  on  all  the  rest 
of  the  colony,  and  are  qnite  willing  to  allow 
expenditure  which  any  ordinary  man  of  busi- 
ness would  think  right,  we  strongly  object 
to  this  waste  of  public  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  votes.  My  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  Otago  Central  line.  Well,  I 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  travel  the  wholo 
length  of  that  railway,  from  where  the  works 
are  now  going  on  right  up  into  tho  interior.  I 
went  along  the  main  roaid  to  see  what  kind  of 
country  the  railway  would  open  up,  and  I  am 
not  so  blinded  or  prejudiced  as  to  say  that  it 
will  be  a  paying  line  for  some  time ;  but,  as 
compared  with  a  large  number  of  railways  in  . 
this  schedule,  it  is  a  magnificent  railway,  and 
will  open  up  large  tracts  of  very  good  country. 
Amongst  the  other  railways  which  we  have 
here  there  is  the  Livingstone-Windsor  line — a 
line  which  ought  never  to  have  been  com- 
menced. It  runs  parallel  to  another  line  and 
only  four  or  five  miles  from  it,  and  the  terminus 
is  close  to  that  line,  which  is  really  the  railway 
of  the  district.  If  the  Government  see  their 
way  to  stop  expenditure  on  a  perfectly  useless 
railway,  they  will  strike  this  one  out  of  tho 
schedule.  I  cannot  imas;ine  what  support  of 
any  sort,  political  or  otherwise,  they  expect 
to  gain  by  spending  money  on  tins  line, 
for  the  very  members  for  the  district  them- 
selves know  how  foolish  it  would  be  to 
spend  money  on  such  a  railway.  I  have 
left  for  a  moment  the  Otago  Central,  and 
I  want  now  to  say  that  that  railway  has 
not  been  fairlv  treated  in  the  distributiou 
of  tho  Public  Works  Fund.  Sums  have  been 
voted  for  it  repeatedly,  but  not  spent.  In  this 
proposed  schedule  .£200,000  is  set  opposite  this 
work  ;  but  no  doubt  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
liabilities  to  come  off  that,  and  £C0,()()0  is 
charged  against  it  as  the  value  of  material  nnd 
rSUing-stock — as  if  the  lino  would  bo  carried 
during  the  next  two  years  to  any  point  at 
which  there  would  bo  traffic  rcquirinf^  rolling- 
stock  I — which  we  know  perfectly  well  it  v»ill  not 
be.  We  shall  see  repeated  what  iias  occurred 
before;  and,  ren,lly,  if  that  line  gc^ts  oxpeiulod 
on  it  £75,000  out  of  the  ■£2(X),(X)0  put  down  for 
it,  I  shall  be  very  well  satisfied.  Now,  to  con- 
clude, 1  want  seriously  to  consider  tlie  position 
in  which  wo  shall  find  our.splves  this  tiiiic  iioxt 
year.  In  these  proposals  there  is  a  new  idea 
about  spending  money :  it  is  that  of  commit- 
ting the  colony  to  a  very  large  cxpendituie  of 
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»  number  of  works,  and  to  prevent  the  money  | 
in  the  future  going  in  a  different  direction  from 
what  is  contemplated  now.    If  the  proposals 
.cf  the  Government  are  given  effect  to,  and  are 
adhered  to,  there  will  be  nothing  to  be  voted 
for  works  next  year  except  what  is  re-voted.    I 
understand  that  the  liabilities  this  year  are 
very  much  the  same  in  amount  as  they  have 
been  in  previous  years ;  and  we  may  assume 
that  next  year  will  be  no  exception :  indeed, 
the  Treasurer's  figures  show  that  there  will 
have  to  be  re-votcd  at  least  £811,000  of  lia- 
bilities ;  and  therefore,  taking  these  figures  of 
the  Government,  there  would  be  £418,000  to 
deal  with  anew.    But  against  that  tliere  will  be 
the  £202,000  which  has  been  for  the  moment 
written  off,  but  which  must  be  returned  as  a 
liability,  and  a  considerable  amount  will  have 
to  be  charged  for  replacing  the  material  and 
xoUing-stock  taken  at  the  present  time.    Then, 
if  I  am  right,  the  whole  of  these  two  millions 
we  are  now  raising  will  be  exhausted  except  for 
re-voting.    There  may  bo  a  small  balance  for 
railways,  but  not  one  farthing  for  general  pur- 
poses.    I  use  the  expression  "  two  millions  *' 
advisedly,  because  I  wish  it  to  go  forth  to  the 
country  that  it  is  not  a  million  and  a  half,  but 
really  two  millions  that  we  are  proposing  to 
borrow — that  is,  a  million  and  a  half  under 
this  Bill,  and  half  a  million  under  the  al- 
ready-sanctioned North  Trunk  Kailway  Loan. 
Kow,  it  will  be  an  absurd  thing — and  I  have 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  authority  for  saying 
that  —  to  go  on  next  year,  spending  money 
without  having  money  borrowed  to  meet  that 
expenditure.    The  honourable  gentleman  has 
said,  if  we  wish  to  avoid  future  ^ascos — he  was 
then   referring    to    the    alleged   fiasco  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont — we  must  not 
incur  expenditure  in  excess  of  means  to  meet  it. 
Well,  if  that  means  anything,  it  means  that 
when  we  meet  here  next  year  we  must  be  asked 
lor  power    to   borrow   another  million  and  a 
half,  or  else  we  shall  have  at  the  end  of  the 
year  liabilities  to  that  amount  and  a  stoppage 
of  further  public  works,  unless  the  House  next 
session  authorizes  the  works  without  providing 
funds;    and  then  we  should  have   to  vote  a 
loan   immediately  on    our   meeting   in   1888, 
and  to  raise  the  money  at  once ;  and  that  is 
a  position  no  honourable  member  would  like 
to  see  the  country  in.    The  proposal  next  year 
must  be  that  we  shall  borrow  another  million 
and  a  half.   I  want  the  public  to  be  most  clearly 
and  fully  informed  as  to  that,  and  that  wo  are 
now  borrowing  two  millions  by  a  disingenuous 
manner  of  concealment,  instead  of  a  million 
and  a  half.    The  impression  a  casual  reader 
would  form  from  the  language  used  would  be 
that  we  are  only  borrowing  a  million  and   a 
half — we  are  not  told  that  it  is  two  millions — 
and  that  it  is  to  last  two  years;  and  the  natural 
inference  is  that  next  ses.sion  we  shall  not  be 
asked  for  authority   to   borrow  anything.      I 
should  be  pleased  if  there  was  to  be  no  more 
borrowing  for  two  years,  and  that  a  clause 
should,  if  it  were  any  way  possible,  be  put  in 
the  Loan  Bill  saying  so  ;  and  then  the  Govern- 
ment would  bo  compelled  to  leave  out  of  their 
Mr.  J.  C.  BvcUand 


present  proposals  some  railwa3rs  that  are  pob. 
lectly  useless.  The  position  altogether  is  % 
very  serious  one,  and  I  cannot  understand  tk*  \ 
blindness  with  which  honourable  members  c 
the  Government  benches  are  starting  of!  on  whaft  ^ 
really  is  the  policy  that  was  laid  down  duriiif ; 
the  recess,  which  is  a  new  public  works  policy, 
and  nothing  less.  I  say  if  every  proposed 
work  now  before  us  is  carried  out  the  countiT' 
is  not  in  a  position  to  bear  the  liability  tfaail 
will  be  involved.  We  are  building  up  a  hooM 
of  cards,  and  a  very  slight  shock  might  afc 
any  time  bring  down  the  whole  structora. 
There  are  not  wanting,  even  at  the  present 
time,  signs  that  some  of  the  municipalitiet 
that  have  borrowed  large  sums  of  money  an 
quite  unable  to  meet  the  consequent  lar^s 
charges  for  interest ;  and,  of  course,  if  the  in- 
terest due  even  from  our  local  bodies  is.  in  any 
case,  not  forthcoming  when  due  in  London, 
the  effect  on  the  credit  of  the  colony  wiU  be 
such  that  we  shall  have  difficulty  in  1x>rrowiog 
money;  and,  in  fact,  some  of  these  Harbour 
Boards  and  Corporations  that  have  borrowed 
BO  largely  are  going  to  make  default  presently, 
and  then  there  will  bo  nothing  for  it  but  for 
the  colony  to  take  up  the  obligation,  if  it  is  to  \ 
maintain  its  credit  unimpaired.  The  public  \ 
in  London  will  not  distinguish  between  the  | 
local  and  the  general  public  obligations  of  the  I 
colony.  This  house  of  cards  we  are  building  | 
up  on  all  sides  at  once  —  whichever  way  we 
turn  there  are  debentures  for  debt — and  so  it 
goes  on  :  there  is  an  inevitable  crash  before  us, 
if  I  am  anything  of  a  prophet,  unless,  as  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  said  just  now,  we 
pull  up  in  time.  But  I  say  that  time  is  now, 
and  that  we  should  take  a  wise  step,  in  voting 
on  this  Bill,  by  saying  it  is  now.  By  going  on, 
and  not  pulliug  up  till  compelled,  we  may  have, 
of  course,  a  period  of  comparative  plenty,  but 
there  can  be  no  other  ending  than  that  of  in- 
ability to  meet  our  interest.  There  is  no  man 
in  tlic  colony  who  wishes  to  repudiate  our  obli- 
gations, and  I  do  not  want  even  to  use  that  ugly 
word ;  but,  unless  we  take  the  hint  very  wisely 
given  us  just  now  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  pull  up,  and  at  the  proper  time,  we 
shall  come  to  be  in  a  position  of  being  unable  to 
meet  our  interest ;  and  the  outside  public  wiU 
then  use  that  word  which  we  do  not  like  to  use 
ourselves. 

Mr.  KERR.— Sir,  I  read  in  the  paper  the 
other  day  something  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  I  could  not 
understand  then  what  it  meant ;  but,  after  the 
speech  we  heard  just  now,  I  can  understand  it. 
1  was  very  much  disappointed  with  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  I 
should  like  to  read  this,  to  start  with.  I  think 
it  is  verv  appropriate  just  now 

Mr.  H0I5BS. — Is  it  in  order  to  refer  to  a  past 
debate  ? 

Mr.  KERR. — Tt  is  out  of  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — What  has  it  to  do  with 
this  debate  ? 

Mr.  KERR. — T  will  show,  Sir,  how  it  comes 
in.     It  is  this,  from  a  Wellington  paper : — 

*^  The  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  (Mr. 
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'Hobbs)  has  evidently  not  a  very  high  opinion 
*  of  the  religions  status  of  mombers  of  our  Par- 
liament. While  officiating  as  chairman  at  the 
Free  Methodist  Church  last  night,  he  begged 
his  audience  *to  pray  earnestly  for  members 
of  Parliament,  as  they  sadly  needed  praying 
for.  He  felt  at  times  like  a  fish  out  of  water 
'  amongst  them,  and  would  not  have  been  there 
imless  he  realized  it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord. 
He  urged  them  to  elect  Christian  and  not 
€odless  men  if  they  wanted  good  and  pure 
laws.'  He  concluded  by  entreating  them  to 
pray  more  earnestly  for  members  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

Now,  after  all  the  talk  there  has  been  during 
(his  debate   for  the  last  three  or  four  days, 
1  was  waiting    earnestly   for    the    speech  to 
be  delivered  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont,  thinking  he  would  prove  beyond  all 
doubt  that  there  was  not  one  farthing  of  this 
i^00,000  we  have  heard  so  much  about ;  but, 
after  his  speech   and  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti,  I  really  think  a  chap- 
lain would    be  most    useful    in    this   House, 
and  if  the   Rev.   Mr.   Hobbs  were  appointed 
chaplain    of    this    House    I    think    it    would 
be  a  very  good   thing,  because  it  appears   to 
me  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  dust 
thrown  in  our  eyes,  though  it  all  ends  in  the 
one  thing — •'  I  do  not  blame  the  Government 
in  the  least."    The  honourable  member    for 
Egmont  said  he  gave  the   Colonial  Treasurer 
eiidit  for  making  a  full   explanation  in  the 
Financial  Statement.    Well,  we  all  know  that ; 
we  all  know  that  he  gave  a  very  lengthy  and 
clear  exposition:  but  the  end  of  it  was  that 
the  honourable  member  did  not  understand  it. 
I  really  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
tmdeistand  it ;  and,  if  he  did  not,  ho  listened 
attentively  to  the  Statement  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  and  seemed  thoroughly  satis- 
fied with  the  statements  given..  The  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  went  on  to  say  that 
the  management  of  the  railways  is  very  bad. 
Docs  not  every  member  in  this  House  know  it 
ffl  very  bad  ?    But  did  not  things  get  into  such 
a  mess  when  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self was  in  power  that  the  present  Government 
have  not  been  able  to  put  it  right  yet  ? — and 
I  think  they  are   deserving  of  sympathy  in 
the   job   they    have    had.      The    honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  winds  up  his  speech 
by  saying  that,  take  it  all  in   all,  the  pre- 
sent Clovcmment  are  not  such  a  bad  lot  at 
all.    But,  after  condemning  almost  everything, 
the  honourable  gentleman  concluded  —  and  I 
knew  exactly  what  was  coming — by  intimating 
that  all  the  railways  in  the  country  ought  to 
be  stopped  but  the  Otago  Central.     And  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  finished,  in  his  last  sen- 
tence, by  saying  that  the  Government  policy 
was  not  a  bad  one,  after  all.    Now,  when  a 
large  number  of  men  sit  in  this  House  day 
after  day,  expecting  these  big  guns  to  go  olt,  to 
inform  us  little  ones  what  the  country  wants, 
and  to  lead  us,  it  is  really  a  pity  that  when 
they   do  speak  they  should  not  know   what 
they  arc  talking  abouc.    I  really  think  that  if 
■  I  were  talking  against  time  I  could  not  make 


so  had  a  speech  as  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti.  Sir,  I  really  think 
we  must  have  a  chaplain.  The  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  spoke  about  a  speech 
delivered  by  one  of  the  Ministers  in  Ota^o ; 
but  that  was  a  speech  which  I  think  wo  shall 
all  remember  all  the  days  of  our  life,  and  it 
was  a  better  speech  than  the  one  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  promised  us 
at  the  time  he  went  round  on  the  national- 
insurance  business.  The  people  did  pay  at-  • 
tention  to  the  speech  of  the  Premier,  but 
they  would  not  listen  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  at  all:  and 
he  promised,  likewise,  that  he  was  going  to 
stump  the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
and  he  did  get  to  Auckland  ;  but  he  took  good 
care  not  to  come  down  south.  If  he  had  como 
down  our  way  I  can  assure  him  that  we  have 
not  forgotten  him,  and  I  can  promise  him  that 
if  he  ever  comes  down  there  they  will  hold  him 
in  remembrance,  because  there  never  was  more 
mismanagement  in  this  country  than  by  his 
Government.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu  made  a  very  good  speech,  and  if 
he  never  makes  a  worse  one  than  he  did  to- 
night I  shall  never  have  to  find  fault  with  him. 
I  hope,  if  ever  I  retiun  to  the  House,  and  am 
kept  waiting  like  this  for  days  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont,  that  he  will  make  a 
speech  that  we  can  understand.  He  has  done 
everything,  in  the  House  and  out  of  the  House 
to  assure  me  that  there  will  not  be  a  shilling 
left  to  spend  next  year;  and  yet  the  Treasurer 
comes  down  and  shows  that  there  will  be 
£600,000  over.  The  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  says  we  shall  have  nothing  to  spend 
next  year:  but  what  has  that  got  to  do  with 
this  year?  .  The  only  fault  I  have  to  find 
with  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  that  he 
sticks  too  long  to  the  money  voted.  I  main- 
tain it  is  not  his  duty  to  save  a  shilling  of  the 
money  that  is  voted.  I  may  say  that  last  year 
there  was  a  vote — a  very  small  one — for  myself, 
and  if  he  had  given  me  the  money  to  spend  at 
the  proper  time  one  pound  would  have  gone  as 
far  as  two  pounds  otherwise.  However,  perhaps 
he  treats  his  other  friends  better  than  he  does 
me.  I  cannot  understand  at  all  how  honour- 
able members  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  can  possibly  take  the  trouble  to  hood- 
wink sucli  as  me,  because  I  really  thought  he 
did  know  something  about  finance.  I  thought 
I  was  a  novice  ;  but  I  can  say  that  I  plainly 
see  that  he  did  not  believe  what  he  was  saying 
himself.  Any  one  knows  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment daro  not  come  down  with  a  Budget 
and  say  they  liave  more  money  than  they  have 
in  the  Treasury.  If  tlicy  did  they  would  have 
to  go  to  Kimberley  very  quick.  But  I  will  not 
take  up  tho  time  of  the  Honsc  any  longer.  I 
will  only  say  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida,  when  he  sees  in  print  tho  speech 
he  made  last  night,  will  be  thoroughly  asliamed 
of  it. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,   and   afterwards   to  make  a   few 
remarks  on  the  Public  Works  Statement.     lu_ 
the  fii-st  place,  I  ^vish  to  say  that  I  cxcccdi'' 
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TCgKl  if  mnj  zomarka  of  mine  in  another 
pUee  azhI  ai  a  religious  meeting,  have  caused 
ofienoe  to  anj  member  of  this  House.  I  had 
no  intention  of  doing  so,  and  I  am  aware  that 
the  honourable  member  opposite  me  had  no 
bad  intention  in  the  reference  he  made  to  my- 
aeli.    He  has  simplj  been  made  a  tool  of. 

Mr.  KBRB.—Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  noTer  accused  the  honourable  gentleman  of 
Maying  it  in  a  wrong  manner.  I  think  he  did 
pecfeotly  right,  and  I  think  he  is  very  useful  as 
the  chaplain  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— It  is  just  as  well  to  make  the 
esEplanation.  You,  Sir,  open  this  House  with 
prayers  every  day.  Whether  it  is  a  formal 
matter  or  not,  you  do  it.  Sir,  in  a  manner 
that,  to  my  mind,  is  very  impressive.  And  at 
churches  we  hoar  the  Queen  and  Koyal  family 
and  the  members  of  the  Legislature  prayed  for ; 
and  in  the  Legislature  of  America,  which  is 
often  held  up  as  a  model  for  our  imitation, 
they  have  a  chaplain,  and  I  might  furnish  the 
honourable  member  with  some  of  the  prayers  of 
that  oHlcial.  They  are  not  set,  but  are  extem- 
pore. I  may  say  that  I  was  not  joking,  nor 
had  I  the  slightest  desire  to  reflect  on  any 
member  of  the  House;  and  I  am  exceedingly 
sorry  for  one  remark  I  made,  in  which,  it 
appears,  it  was  thought  I  was  hoUling  myself 
up  as  a  model.  One  member  of  this  House 
has  been  endeavouring  to  lead  other  members 
to  suppose  that  I  was  anxious  to  make  honour- 
able  members  think  that  I  was  better  than 
otlior  people.  Such  an  attitude  or  intention 
is  vorv  far  from  my  thoughts.  I  am  deeply 
sonsiblo  of  my  own  shortcomings,  but  feel 
that  portions  who  go  to  church  and  repeat 
responsive  should  follow  out  during  the  week 
wliftt  thoy  profess  on  Sunda\*s.  I  have  no 
wish  to  lecture  the  House,  or  to  obtrude  my 
religions  vio\\s  on  the  members  of  this  House  ; 
and  I  should  not  have  miuio  this  explanation 
had  it  not  boon  forced  upon  me,  thoi:gii  I  am 
not  svurv  for  the  opp^^rtunity  ftffon.ioU  me  of 
puttin,';  m>solf  right  with  tlie  House.  I  will 
nvnv  niako  a  few  ronnuks  on  the  Public  Works 
SU^touiont.  The  Treasurer,  who  introduced 
tho  LoAu  KilU  lu  his  renuvrks  re£orrt\i  to  ex- 
aggomunl  stAtomonts  th.^t  bad  Iven  made 
thrvniv^iunit  tho  country  of  what  he  .<,^id  at  his 
luootiuv;  in  Auckland  about  the  loans  that 
ho  IuuUnI  wore  noocssar\\  anvl  tl;o  amount  of 
uionov  that  \\a:«  to  be  borrv>\vcd.  L  as  an 
AuckIatuI  nunnlvr»  may  make  a  few  remarks 
on  tho  subject.  It  \mU  l>o  r^^nienUvnxl  by 
Uio  Houvo  tliat  tho  Trcasurv^r  wont  to  Wai- 
won% :  a:ul  while  therx\  as  a  ski'.tul  ijoncral, 
he  h^vl  vniissi\rivs  to  supply  liini  \\;:>.  i;.toriua- 
tiv^n  a^  to  the  tVv  l;ng  in  Auv^klau^l  eu  tlus  ques- 
tion ot  lAr>rv»  Iviivwiu^.  Ihorx^  Wiv<  cvnisiv'.er- 
ablo  la  Ik  auvl  cxciiomont  in  tho  l^vnincial 
Distrust  of  Auck'.aud  as  to  tlu<  lar>;o  Ivrr^nMHi: 
scluUK\  which  >\as  in  eNiTyKxlvs  iv.s^utli.  1 
kno\\»  inwolt.  thoiY  were  gentlomcn  ^^l;v^  rVund 
their  WAN  to  \NAivh>ra  to  di>cu>s  ih.e  e,  ..cation 
XI Uh  the  Trcasuivr.  who  was  anxious  to  .lave  a 
nuvti;;^  in  Auckland,  whcrv  h.^  cvniM  sIxavIv^w 
fvmh  his  ^x^Iioy:  auvl  a  m^(N^;ing  was  arr^i  »:ovi 
fv>r  anvl  a^iv'.v^scvl  by  him.     As  1  s^^uvi  ;o  inv 


constituents,  there  was  no  question  that  laa 
address  from  beginning  to  end  was  an  appeal  t9  [ 
the  cupidity  of  the  people.  There  was  no  qnes-  : 
tion  that  he  made  a  very  pathetic  appeal,  aod  : 
said,  "  Will  you  not  give  the  country  anothsr ; 
chance  ?  "  He  also  said  that  the  Govemmeiit  \ 
were  anxious  to  have  a  vigorous  prosecution  cf  ; 
public  works ;  and,  from  beginning  to  end,  hia 
address  shadowed  forth  a  large  scheme  of  bor- 
rowing. It  was  telegraphed  to  England,  and 
no  doubt  the  Agent-General  thought  it  his  dufy 
to  cable  out  here  to  know  whether  it  was  tnis 
or  not.  The  Auckland  members,  as  well  as 
many  others  in  the  colony,  were  opposed  to 
this  scheme  ;  and  the  Premier,  at  Invercazgill, 
endeavoured  to  tone  the  matter  down.  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  these  remark 
because  there  is  no  question  that  the  Trea- 
surer himself  led  the  people  to  suppose  there 
was  to  be  a  large  borrowing  scheme,  and  I  know 
the  people  of  Auckland  had  a  most  uncomfort- 
able feeling  about  it.  The  Treasurer,  in  his 
speech  in  introducing  this  Bill,  said  that  this 
Bill  was  to  lix  the  railways,  and  then  find  the 
money  to  carry  them  on.  What  I  complain 
of  is  that  they  are  not  doing  this.  The  Korth 
Auckland  Railway — ^here  I  may  say  that  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  speak  on  this,  because  it  is  tho 
only  opportunity  I  shall  have  of  addressing 
the  House  on  the  public  works  policy  —  this 
line  was  included  in  the  original  public  works 
scheme  of  the  Treasurer;  and  I  think  it  is  right 
I  should  speak  on  this  question  pret^  plainly* 
as  I  hold  that  the  Government,  as  it  is  oon- 
stituted  now,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
southern  one.  We  have  only  one  member  that 
belongs  to  Auckland,  and  the  Premier  himself 
has  only  been  there  once,  and  took  a  flying 
visit  to  Whangarei;  and  the  Native  Minister 
called  at  the  Bay  of  Islands ;  but  they  know 
not  what  the  requirements  of  the  country  are* 
and  they  cai:nut  realize  the  position.  Even 
the  Minister  of  Mines,  when  appealed  to  by 
members  of  the  House  from  the  southern  min- 
ing districts,  informs  them  of  the  importance  of 
a  work  Kcaus-.  he  was  there  on  a  visit  through 
the  district.  In  the  Xorth  we  suffer  very  much 
from  the  Ministry  being  practically  a  southern 
one,  and  we  r.re  not  represented  in  the  Ministry 
as  we  should  ho.  Tiiat  may  be  one  reason; 
but,   at  fti\v   n-.to,    ti:ere    is    another  equally 

•  ctrtA-i^.  xluit  ttio  North  of  Auckland  Railway, 
,  as  s<.;ivL  wtvi  i.  r:h  in  liio  original  Public  Works 
j  Stattintut,  h.^s  not  oeen  carried  on  as  it  ought 
I  to  have  borin  :  ar, ';  now  we  are  advocating  that 
I  this  work  saouii  Do  carried  on  by  a  syndicate 
I  or  anv  ctlur  :i'.:ans  so  long  as  we  can  sio  some 

p^>ss;^ility  o :  c*.  ting  it  completed.    If  it  goes  on 
I  at  il:e  tacj  ::  :>  g.^ins,  when  will  it  be  fuushedf 

•  And  I  \iAv,>  tliis  kuid  of  feeling :  I  have  not 
'  been  e:i:ul.*;.'.i^  tlie  enterprising  Press  reporter 

•  w':;.>  iorvd  a  iulo  through  the  floor  to  enable 
Ui:a  to  iuwr  di»:nt»t  secrets,  with  the  hope  of 
Ui:-.;:  a",  lo  to  t*:L^raph  some  news  through  the 
country.  ',.  u;  I  can  easily  imagine  what  takes 
plAce  w  .iv  n  a  Ca;jinci  meeting  is  held  to  con- 
ssivier  ;lie  cue^tica  of  public  works.  One  mem- 
ber o:  ;:.e  ti.  vcn.ment  will  perhaps  mention 

I  the  ^cxth  of  Auckland  Railway,  but  the  mat* 
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Cer  is  soon  disposed  of.    *'  Oh !  "  xirill  be  tl  o 
feply,  "  Hobbs  and  Mitchelson  come  from  that 
put  of  the  country,  and  it  will  not  do  to  give 
Ifaem  anything.    Certainly,  there  is  Moat — ho 
.gives  OS  a  vote  sometimes.    We  will  pat  £50,00.  J 
in  the  schedule  for  the  line,  but  we  need  rot 
spend  very  much."    So  it  has  been  from  the 
outset.    Now,  we  see  this  year,  by  the  public 
vorks  estimates,  that  there  is  Ji:6,000  to  be 
spent  on  this  line— a  perfectly  ridiculous  sum 
4o  be  put  down  for  a  trunk  line.    Why  is  the 
line  treated  in  this  manner  ?    Why  are  such 
dnbblets  spent  on  it  ?    Is  this  a  vigorous  pro- 
«ecation  of  public  works,  which  was  a  cardmal 
point  in  the  policy  of  this  Government?    I 
thiak  I  have  a  right  to  complain  of  new  works 
being  undertaken  when  a  line  like  this  is  treated 
In  &ach  a  manner.    Why  are  new  works  being 
proposed  before  these  old  works  are  completed  ? 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— This  is  a  new  line. 
Mr.  HOBBS.— I  differ  from  the  honourable 
pntleman.     It  was  mentioned  in  the  very  first 
Pablic  Works  Statement  that  was  brought  down, 
«nd  before  there  was  any  loan  for  pubUo  works, 
«>  that  it  is  not  a  new  work  in  any  sense  of  the 
vord,  any  more  than  the  Otago  Central  is.    It 
is  no  wonder  that  we  feel  hurt  about  the  treat- 
mens  we  receive.    I  feel  strongly,  and  therefore 
I  speak  strongly.    Justice  should  be  done  in 
tiiis  matter.    If  the  Government  would  only 
bring  down  a  definite  scheme,  and  say  that  the 
line  shall  be  finished  in  so  many  years,  there 
mold  be  some  fairness  about  the  action  of  the 
^vemment.     Under  the  present  system  the 
ailway  will  never  be  made  and  the  country 
Berer  opened  up.    Nor  are  there  suiy  votes  to 
speak  of  set  down  for  roads  and  bridges  in 
^e  district.    A  former  Government  placed  a 
sum  of  £100,000  in  the  Loan  Bill  for  roads  and 
bridges.    That  was  provided  for  in  the  three- 
million  loan;  but  since  then  there  has  been 
a  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half  and  another  loan 
oC&  million,  and  yet  there  is  a  balance  unex- 
pended df  the  sum  set  apeurt  for  this  purpose 
in  the  Three-Million  Loan  Act.     I  say  that 
'When  money  is  voted  it  should  be  expended, 
4nd  not  be  kept  dangling  before  the   House 
"J^tt  after  year,  leading  the  people  to  suppose, 
when  they  see  the  sum  mentioned  year  after 
jnr  in  the  Public  Works  Statements,  that  a 
luge  amount  of  money  is  being  spent  in  the 
district.     The  people  in  my  district  have  been 
Tezy  long-suSenng  in  this  matter.     They  have 
J*en  paying  property-tax  a  long  time  for  the 
^)«nefit  of  tile  South,  and  they  feel  that  the 
time  has  now  come  when  they  have  a  right  to 
<ome  consideration,  no  matter  what  Govern- 
ment may  be  in  power.     When  the  proper 
time  comes  I  shall  have  something  more  t'  say 
•AboQt  the  schedule  to  this  Bill ;   but  at  ihis 
late  hoar  of  the  evening  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
4he  Hoase  longer.    Perhaps  I  should  not  have 
isen  at  aU  were  it  not  that  I  desired  to  make 
ufi  personal  ezphmation  which  I  have  mode, 
lean  only  say,  again,  that  it  is  far  from  my 
Wi  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one  in  the 
Boose,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  honourable 
'^nihet  for  Waimea  gave  me  .on  opportunity 
amaking  an  explanation. 


Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  moved.  That  the  debata 
be  adjourned. 
The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  80. 
Ballance  Lake  Boss 

Barron  Lanoe  Stout 

Beetham  Lamach  Taylor 

Bevan  Macarthur         Trimble 

Bruce  Montgomery      Vogel 

Buokland,W.F.  Moss  Walker 

ConoUy  Newman  Wilson. 

Duncan  Richardson,  E.         Tellen. 

Hirst.  H.  Richardson,  G.  Hamlin 

Hobbs  RoUeston  McKenzie,  J. 

Kerr 

Noes,  13. 
Cadman  Holmes  Turnbull. 

Cowan  McMillan 

Fraser  O'Gallaghan  Tellers, 

Guinness  Reese  AUwright 

Hatch  Thompson,  T.    Pearson. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  26th  July,  1886. 


Second  Beading— Third  Beading— Salmon  and  Tront 
Bill— Civil  Service  Beform  Bill— First  Oflfenders 
Probation  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  *took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

SECOND  READING. 
Hutt  and  Pitone  Gas  Company  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Coal-mines  Bill. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  the  Salmon 
and  Trout  Bill  had  already  passed  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  where  it  was  treated 
as  a  public  Bill.  The  promoter  did  not  ima- 
gine that  it  would  be  treated  otherwise  than 
as  a  public  Bill,  and  therefore  did  not  take 
the  proper  steps  to  have  it  advertised  in  the 
ordinary  way.  He  (Mr.  Holmes),  however,  held 
in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  petition  signed  by  185 
persons  living  in  the  locality  affected  by  the 
Bill,  and  comprising  the  great  bulk  of  the 
population  in  tiiat  district,  and  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill.  He  therefore 
asked  that  the  Standing  Orders  might  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  that  the  Bill  might  be  allowed 
to  pass  through  that  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
It  was  a  Bill  of  only  one  clause,  and  dealt  with 
a  very  simple  subject.  

The  Hon.  Oaptain  FRASER  had  much  -^ 
sure  in  seconding  the  motion.    In  thr 
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Hirer  there  was  a  great  flow,  which  brought  in 
a  Uir^e  amount  of  fish,  and  these  went  back 
at  the  ebb.  Thus  there  was  a  great  wealth  of 
fish  thore  which  ought  to  be  utilized,  and  if 
this  Bill  became  law  they  could  be  caught. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the'  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  would,  in  this  case,  be  allowed 
to  take  place. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **  That 
the  Standing  Orders  on  Local  Bills  be  sus- 
pended so  far  as  to  allow  of  the  passAge  of 
the  Salmon  and  Trout  Act  1867  Amendment 
Bill."— (Hon.  Mr.  HohKfs.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  wished  to  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker,  before  making  any  remarks 
on  the  subject,  \shether  the  merits  of  the  Bill 
could  be  referre^l  to  in  ihi.-  deb»i:e. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  jyiid  this  motion 
had  notliing  whatever  to  do  with  the  merits  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MEXZLES  would  rein^et  very 
much  that  a  Bill  of  so  import^uit  a  cuaracter 
^diould  bo  set  a^ivie  without  ihc  merits  of  tiie 
question  bein^  debated.    It  wa<  a  sr.bjec:  which 
no  doubt  would  be  very  ketiily  debated  here- 
after.    This  was  the  lirst  oce;*>:c^n  on  which  a 
proposal  to  intrOv>:ce  a  Bill  of  i>.is  character 
had  come  up,  iuid  tlie  Hon.  the  Speaker  had 
rulevl  that  it  was  not  now  coir. jx  tent  to  deal 
with  the  Bill  on  its  merits.     He  was  extremely 
dosirvnis  of   dilv\:ing   the    Biii    on   its  merit^j, 
Uvauso  this  B:il  proposed,  for  tho  rirst  time  in 
this  colony,  tc»  give  a  legal  s^metioa  to  a  pro-  I 
posal  to  establish  lixed  o seines  for  destroying 
nsh,  and  ho  would  like  to  jv  int  out  how  ver>-  i 
injurious  these  lixovl  engines  had  been  in  ihe  ■ 
Home-oountrv.     Ihtv  wer»^  nr<;  es:Abl:>h.^J  in 
tho  last  century,  but  t^.e  r.>'!.oric<Wvre  four:d  to 
deteriorate  so  much  th.At.  in  the  course  of  f.f:een  ; 
>*oar«,  they  were  proiv.ouovi  by  '.igis'.aiiv^a.  ani  ' 
a  tier  Uiat  the  ii>h  inorc.VMM  verv  much  and  the  . 
fisheries  were   grxwtiy   iir.prv^vevi.      B.:>n?  the 
OvnmcU  nnaKy  o.eaU  w  :",i  the  subject,  whatever 
Uu»  wsuU  of  th;s  nK>;-.s^u  r.:  g>.:'be,  :.e  shc^uld 
takt*  ati  v^pix^rtun;5y  v'*:  \eu;..o;:r^  i::e  question 
i^n. 

The  Hon.  Pr  IVl  I  VX  t.-oiig:.:  tl^at  a 
K»|vrt  suoh  :vs  haa  been  vrtxr.Uxi  to  t::e 
Counod  vMi  ih'.s  H.^l  by  the  1  .v\%»  Bf.'.s  Com- 
llutt<iN>  ought  to  dov'.v'.e  t:.e  Co-.r.v*il  at  or.vN* 
in  rt\j:^rvi    to   i^-c^    :r,.^:iv"»n    of   t>.e    Hon.   Mr 

::s-.:ab:e,  to  h:s 


Hv^imcs,     The   Iv'.l  \>as  v 
mro.d.  x\n  t'lo  »:'.vur.v;  :>.as 


bad 


not  »vvn  ov^:nv.:.\:  \v;h.  ar. 


a-so  tnas  u  vtvr..>\  ;v  a  iv.>vit  oo>vt:>"v.ao»e  i>f:n- 
eir'e  thaj^  a':vr  evv\:',vv.i.g  a  lar^v*  sv.u>  of 
tt\>>Rey  :u  aovl  .v..^:^.  .Vg  :o:\;vV,  r.s>..  :V.:s  F.'.l 
ptvnvxkxi  to  leg^  ,-o  er.g;r.vS  toj  vK^i::v.n  v.vg 
tiiiiu.     He  *>«o.;.i  OtrtA;:.^  oviv^k*  t>.c  uu^Ux^r. 

c;y;;  svkvuk  kv>V:;^:  i:i;, 

TS^  Hoc:  :V  v-H  Vv  >\     ;  o.o  «.><  t>..  k  ar,x^ 

a>.*  a4*^r.u><  to  ssr;;.,"  t>.^  .at>^*  ^uos::,^  vV 
C^C  S<nixV  ro:on:^„  It  ^l.v*  Wo4  s»jv^v.  to  r^»^ 
V  |S^fcX*«ve  «^*>.  az'v  >v:,^  x>i  i>.o  x\.*^.',:',:;«t  this 
^\i^  ia  w  jai.\a  w  u*x»  $?\\a4  ^;^<^^4iN^c:.    is  or , 


do  I  think  that  Civil  Service  reform  will  be 
possible  in  this  colony  imtil  Parliament  elecH 
to  constitute  an  independent  Board  and  clothe 
it  with  the  necessary  authority  for  the  simpli- 
fication, as  far  as  possible,  of  the  machineiy 
under  which  the  departments  work,  and,  still 
further,  to  give  that  Board  absolute  power  to 
dispense  with  those  officers  in  the  departmeiUs 
who  are  either  unneoessary  or  incompetent, 
and  commensurately  to  remunerate  the  officea 
throughout  the  Service  who  are  of  value  to  tk« 
State.  H  honourable  members  will  recall  the 
return  which  Sir  Julius  Vogel  quoted  in  his 
speech  delivered  in  this  city  they  will  see  the 
proportions  to  which  the  Civil  Service  has  ex- 
tended in  other  parts  of  the  colony  outside  ci 
this  city.  I  think  it  will  be  found,  on  inquiiy, 
that  retrenchment  is  vastly  more  possible  at 
the  extremities  of  the  colony  than  it  is  at  the 
centre — though  I  do  not  say  that  retrenchment 
is  at  all  impossible  here.  The  first  power  which 
it  is  necessary  to  ^ve  to  an  unprejudiced  Board 
is  tiiat  of  dispensing  with  incompetent  servants. 
The  next  is  the  power  of  concentrating  duties 
in  the  hands  of  capable  men,  and  holding 
them  responsible  for  the  economical  and  effi- 
cient management  of  their  departments.  I 
cannot  think  that  Sir  Robert  Stout  consideied 
that  he  had  taken  even  the  first  step  towards 
solving  this  dimculty  when  he  submitted  this 
Biii  for  the  consideration  of  Parliament.  Con- 
sidering the  view  which  I  take  in  relation  to 
the  wLjIc  subject,  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment en  this  occasion,  because  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  condition  of  the  colony  neoes> 
sitates  many  radical  reforms  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, and  the  interests  of  the  Service  still  mora 
call  for  radical  change. 

Tne  Hon.  Dr.  FOIJ.F.X.— We  know  that,  if 
not  the  Government  as  a  whole,  certainly  some 
inr^uentiai  menibersof  the  present  Grovemment 
an?  gT>eat  admirers  of  what  is  called  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  government ;  and  one  peculiar 
charactensiic  of  the  American  system  of  go- 
Tvrrr:ient  is.  no  doubt,  what  is  called  the 
**srv:.ls'*  g.^in^  to  the  successful  party  for  the 
moiiitut  m  tlie  Assembiy.  It  is  one  of  the 
moo^t  nairrani  abuses,  and  one  which  the  best 
men  m  Aiueri.-a  have  been  endeavouring  to 
amend  ani  in.xi-.fy.  That  system,  is  that  upon 
:>.e  cc-oosion  of  each  Presidential  election  it  is 
uie  ouscoui  thjki  all  the  Civil  servants  should  be 
iurtit\i  out  of  their  o^ces,  and  that  the  pation- 
ace  o:  nouimatua  to  the  dinerent  offices  shoold 
■^e  r.ven  :o  the  s:ucceissful  party.  The  Repub- 
I:car.s  as  one  tiirte.  the  Democrats  at  anotiier, 
extrx-.si*  :h:s  ivwer.  The  moment  the  Pre- 
s-Acr.:iAl  elt-cucn  is  over — I  do  not  know 
w":ie:>t"r  evert  what  is  crcposod  to  be  given  in 
ij-.is  i^..l.  tin^ee  months*  nouee,  is  given  to  the 
v:\il  s<:n-\i:is  in  America  —  the  members  of 
s>.*t  S^r^-.v*^  a;*  turned  out  of  office.  The 
orvr^:..*^  o;  this  Bill,  if  not  exactly  the  same, 
m'0".^i  Sf«  certainly  in  all  its  worst  features, 
s::u.i.!jbr  tc  t^e  A=i^*rioan  system.  At  any  zate» 
.1  ot>;2s  the  dcor  to  that;  and  so  certainly ftB 
tj>«^  ooor  ss  ooeced  for  the  c»«n:i«a  of  snck 
r^kir-^^wcf.  io  'wrtaaklr  will  it  be  used,  and  so 
c^;^ai^>  vC  it  be  Abend.     In  this  BUI  tbeze- 
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is  notliiii;;  but  those  two  c!auscs.  Tho  real 
question  is,  whether  tho  American  system  is 
to  be  introduced  into  the  government  of  this 
ooantn*.  I  think  that  ought  not  to  be.  I  shall 
TOtc  for  tho  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.  — I  have  heard 
nothing  really  in  opposition  to  this  Bill.  It  is 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  reform  in  the  Civil 
Service  is  essentially  necessary ;  and  I  think 
that  we  shonld  get  some  assistance  from  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  so  as  to  obtain  ro- 
fonn  of  the  Service.  I  have  learned  one  thing 
donng  this  debate  —  namely,  that  when  any 
measure  is  introduced  by  the  Government  there 
is  always  hostility  displayed  to  it  by  a  certain 
Bomber  of  gentlemen  in  tho  Council. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
Tho  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  sure  it  is 
ao;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  is  of  a  very 
limited  character.  I  am  not  speaking  in  regard 
to  myself  personally,  because  I  have  received 
more  than  ordinary  indulgence  from  the  Coun- 
cil; but  I  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion 
tii&t  I  have  stated.  It  i.s  admitted  that  reform 
in  the  Service  is  necessary  ;  and,  having  been 
admitted,  the  country  looks  to  this  Council  to 
•ftsLst  in  that  reform.  Tho  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  in 
hiss]>eech,  said, — 

"  Most  Ministers  who  have  had  any  experi- 
ence of  official  work,  if  they  had  the  honesty  to 
confe:>3,  would  admit  that  in  the  business  of 
administration  they  themselves  did  no  more 
than  represent  what  are  called  the  walking- 
•fci&tants  in  the  draper's  shop,  their  business 
being  to  look  pleasant,  and  make  themselves 
agreeable  to  customers  who  have  votes,  and  see 
that  the  shop  is  closed  at  the  proper  time." 

No  such  thing  obtains  at  the  present  time.  I 
We  had  the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  aji 
Un<ler-Sccretary  who  is  one  of  tho  ablest  men 
m  the  colony,  and  I  have  found  that  the  assist- 
ance which  he  has  afforded  me  has  rendered 
my  position  less  difficult  as  it  would  other- 
wise have  been.  Sly  colleagues  and  myself 
have  never  shirked  our  duty  in  this  matter  of 
rcfonn  of  the  Civil  Service.  My  honourable 
friend  says,  "  This  is  tho  vaunted  measure  of 
lefortu.'*  I  say  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind  ;  it  is 
w  attempt  at  reform.  Tho  Premier,  in  intro- 
ducing this  measure  into  the  House  of  liopre- 
•entatives,  informed  the  House  that  by  the  pro- 
pwittl  reform  the  Government  would  effect  at 
least  a  saving  of  from  £30,(J00  to  £40,(XX)  a  year, 
I«  that  not  reform  ?  Owing  to  tho  action  I 
took  on  entering  the  Council  and  subsequently 
in  regard  to  reform  of  the  Civil  Service  1  found 
tbat  I  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
greatest  enemies  of  the  Civil  Service ;  but  I 
say  that  we  have  in  the  Civil  Service  at  this 
ffioment  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  country, 
lender  our  present  system,  however,  I  believe 
we  arc  driving  out  really  good  men.  By  this 
measore  the  Government  is  trying  to  give  the 
ooontry  the  full  benefit  of  the  superior  men  now 
in  the  Service.  I  hope  the  Council  will  allow 
thia  Bill  to  go  into  Committee,  and  there  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  amending  it  and 
niaking  it  a  more  satisfactory  Bill  than  it  is  at 
F^^csent.    Exception  has  been  taken  to  nomi- 


nations by  members  of  Parliament,  and  it  is 
said  that  that  is  in  a  great  measure  following 
out  the  American  system.  There  is  no  such  in- 
tention. Most  of  the  Civil  servants,  especially 
the  younger  men,  are  taken  from  tho  centres 
of  population,  and  generally  from  this  city; 
and  we  desire  that  the  Civil  servants  should  bo 
taken  from  all  parts  of  the  colony.  This  moa- 
suro  will  effect  a  reform  which,  I  am  fcertain, 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  service  of  tho  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  its  second  read- 
ing. Some  reform  is  no  doubt  needed  in  the 
Civil  Service.  The  misfortune  is  that  when 
any  Ministry  undertakes  the  work  of  reform  it 
meets  with  the  utmost  opposition.  I  do  not 
look  on  this  Bill  as  a  perfect  measure  at  all. 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  tentative  measure,  which 
will  lead  to  something  better  hereafter.  There 
are  several  provisions  in  tho  Bill  to  which  I 
object.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  system  of 
nomination  by  members  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  I  hopo  tho  Bill  will  be 
passed,  so  that  tho  Premier  may  be  able  to 
say  that  he  has  the  support  of  Parliament  in 
his  attempt  at  reform.  If  this  Bill  is  thrown 
out  it  will  be  said  directly  that  Parliament  is 
not  in  earnest  in  its  wish  that  some  reform, 
should  take  place.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  ro- 
trenchmcnt  is  possible  without  injury  to  the 
Service.  I  agree  with  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  the  Civil  Service  contains  now 
some  of  the  best  servants  which  any  Govern- 
ment has  ever  had.  I  am  sure  also  that  it 
contains  some  very  bad  ones.  Tho  difficulty 
of  dispensing  with  the  bad  ones  is  very  great. 
I  may  refer  to  a  case  in  which  an  officer  was 
dismissed  the  other  day  for  insubordination. 
He  had  already  been  twice  dismissed.  Yet  it 
is  a  positive  fact  that  this  man  is  entitled  to 
appeal  to  a  Board  to  try  him,  and  I  believe  tho 
question  is  now  before  the  Law  Officers  as  ta 
whether  the  hearing  of  his  case  shall  bo  an 
open  one  or  not.  How  could  any  person  carry 
on  private  affairs  on  any  largo  scale  who  was 
subjected  to  such  a  regulation  as  that  ?  There 
is  no  question  about  it,  these  officials  have 
too  much  power.  As  to  giving  three  months' 
notice,  that  is  a  matter  of  detail,  which  can 
well  bo  dealt  with  in  Committee.  There  are 
several  provisions  which  I  entirely  approve  of — 
for  instance,  that  with  regard  to  superannua- 
tion. I  think  that  few  honourable  gentlemen 
can  doubt  that  that  is  a  very  vital  thing.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time,  for  this  Bill  is,  I  believe,  an 
honest  endeavour  to  bring  about  reform  in  the 
Civil  Service  ;  and  that  is  much  required. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— I  wish  to  ask 
if  the  reports  of  the  two  Royal  Commissions, 
which  were  appointed  some  years  ago  to  in- 
quire into  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Service  will 
be  laia  before  the  Council.  I  think  tho  re- 
ports of  these  inquiries  should  bo  laid  on  the 
table.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  come  to 
a  decision  until  we  know  the  result  of  those 
reports.  In  England,  after  the  Crimean  war 
had  ended,  all  the  offices  connected  wit** 
War  Department  had  half  the  number  '' 
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clezks  dLsini>sed.  bf^cansc  the  pressure  there  had 
been  on  th«-'»e  oitces  duni^ik'  me  war  had  ceased. 
There  is  co  d- ':L:  that  during  the  sjiiirg  of 
Pr.rli.Mneni  i:.tr*.  n:::<t  be  a  er*a£  ninibcr  of 
c'.-  rjcs  appo.;i:»ni ;  and  I  shcu.d  Lite  to  know  jf 
diiring  the  rt:c«.3>s  a  red uc lion  is^  n^ade  in  ti.e 
r ember  of  li.o>«;  tU-rks  Au  i...'>  iiAf:>ncil:oc 
sii-uld  be  !ai  i  before  tiio  C«'*^nc;l  luriore  tre  Arv 
asked  to  ccme  to  anv  utc.-.cn  ri-^AivIirg  ti*^ 
BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK —I  d-  c -;  tliii^k 
that  the  measure  btf  re  us  ls  a  xvrf.ct  or:e, 
b-.t  I  tL:nk  it  is  a  .<;:ep  in  the  rij-.:  vlirT:::n. 
Th'jre  are  <ev»ril  rl-.i'^t'*  m  it  v  ..icr.  I  t^::.k 
will  be  Ter%'  u^-.f   .  i:  Itt ":  —  icr  ix.-vt.'.cc- .  tlic 


rtfcrrii^c 


13  and  14.  1  t.  ir.k  -o::.-  uicaj-^ire  -.f  i'.:s  k.ui 
shcaii  be  ra.-5^U.  m  crl.  r  to  ;::\tr  t^e  *tz\-  n:- 
mect  scmo  c  Mr.^l  cvcr  tx-c  S-=-rMce.  The  i-iia 
elazise  v:.!.  1  :r-:nk-  rr.vvi::  Trr\-  i::ucli  aL*u>e. 
The  quest,  n  !.«:»  lvcii  vl:-i?u<--  '  ■jui-cf-dcr^  a 
eonsidw-ral '.r:  i.m?.  T^e  -.iL.tr  H.u-e  bas  tAk.n 
•une  steps  t':'.>Ard5  it;  end  1  vhculd  bo  Tcr>- 
80fTv  ini.-ei  d  t.::«  Cii:iir.icr  were  to  put  a::y 
impeiisicnt  m  tr.e  \ray  of  an  atvmrt  b*:::^ 
iE.'*»:e  ;r.  the  .Mrcciicn  tLit  t  li-i  B;li  c-r.teu.- 
p.*^:e«.     I  >l.\'.l  >-r7  "'•  *-^  .^^c  r.d  rea  img. 

The  llzr..  Mr.  .*>x  r.VilN^". — Mr,  I  was  ra:her 
sturrli.-i  at  the  c..'.; 'a::.:.  I  u- *y  alinc^t  as-iv 
the  bitter  c:r:rh\:r.t.  ma.  !e  by  mv  hcncurab.e 
fnend  the  Co  :r.:-.l  Se^r»-;jir>-  as  uy  t^e  treat- 
icent  tr.e  L-rverT.n:e:.t  }:*  *.  r.  >,:ve-'i  \r:th  r*it>:c; 
to  their  n.i-ji- Jir-rs  >j..:  ^  :.-e  j  rt-^-r-t  st<».^a. 
I  was  un'-vr  the  i:^Tr-.>-.  n  t.i.fct  th.>e  nitia- 
flsres  hsd  l-er:-!:  r'.cr.vt.i  vtry  fairly  en  the 
whcle:  ar.  h  if  t'-«y  :.uve  r.^:.  I  sh^u^d  hke  to 
kiiTT;'  h'"»  It  i>  T..\t  Wc  ^:»ve  t.:t  wiintsa*j  t.ie 
thr--».i-j-:"t  cf  Gvtn.m.r.t  measures  a:  :..e 
pr-:>  :  :  -:-  _--.  I  am  l,:  :»vMre  of  any  h:;v.ng 
fc^  n  :.  r:T ..  -  ::  ^i  ah.tx^-cv:  il.c-  Sharcl.rv:kcrs> 
bi^h  2Iy  hr^^ri  le  fr.viid  L»is  tolvl  ns  tl^At 
th:^I»:  .  :s  a  -.■I'.v  :..—.. s.<ir},  en  t;:e^roiii-.l> 
cf  •  c  r  rzv.  1  Li::.*:  :.:v  h::...:r.\..  .e  frl«.n.i  f:r- 
g€t»  t  -:  m  the  cr  i..njl  :;.-r.i  cf  :.;is  Bhi  tlit-re 
;f  w..:ch  ^as  to  secure 
f,  but  ::  at  in  the  i>:.i 
chouse  has  vanishti 
al:'<:t:..-r — irr.t  :^.  rrcvi  .n.  ^  a  C:n::i.:ss..on 
to  ir.vt-i.c^M-  h  w  r^i;:h  or  h:w  h:t'.e  a  m.\n 
C':i.i  hv^  up::.,  i..r.i  to  r-Z":'a:o  his  salar>- 
aci-i-ri-ntly.  T..<irr::re  I  tnir.k  the  excus'^ 
thnt  m.^L^l  be  in-».-le  if  we  tcrew  out  t^is 
Bi.i.  that  we  prv-.tnted  ecr.oir.v  being  excr- 
ci-trd,  h:s.«  cniirt.y  vjx'>r.->i  with  the  t?:cj- 
sicn   of  t..e   c'au-*:?   I  n:-. n::;n.     I   kr.rw  ihat 
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::n,  w.^^:evtr  diat  .•e  l^e 
opimrri  ol  n:v  n  :.  •j.n*b.e  fr.eni  Mr.  K>yn:'.Js. 
My  hcncunau'le  intnd  fail  rofrnn  was  neces- 
sarv,  but  neiUivr  in  L'>  cp::.  ng  reci^rk^  mr 
up  to  the  pr-st-nt  time  l.z\c  I  iir^ri  frzni  ii-m 
Anything  which  wc:'.  1  ^h'w  the  c.-.u-^;.s  ci  th.> 
being  necessary.  We  have  ali  b-.-en  prep:.'"-..'. 
to  listen  to  him  in  any  exposition  be  might 
make  on  that  sab;ec;,  ani  to  listen  in  tne 
fairest  manner,  and  attach  due  wtizhi  to  what 
he  might  have  to  say.  But  we  h^ve  hc-arJ 
nothing,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  my  honour- 
able fnond  has  fallen  into  the  common  custom 
of  pabli<^B||^ii  this  country,  whenever  they 
IBnU 


I  have  cot  nothing  else  to  do,  of  abusing  two 
I  certain  in>t:tat;cns — the  one  is  the  Civil  Ser- 

•  vice,  ani  the  ether  Is  the  Legislative  GioiiiciL 

•  My  h.n durable  fnen.l  has  not  tak<:n  up  the 
,  la;:*.r  njxt  of  the  pr: gramme,  it  ia  true ;  bat  he 

has  fahen  fcul  of  tno  Civil  S*-rvice,  Now,  with 
'  re^ar.l  lo  cur  C:vii  Service,  I  maintain  it  ought 
to  be  f.^«:r.  '.■--«  i  en  a  fcehiig  of  security  on  the 
piTt  cf  its  oihctris — that  this  should  be  one  of 
i:;»  chief  fwatures.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that, 
L*:caj.^M»  in  seme  places  three  monihs  are  eon- 
i:  it  red  to  lie  su^cicnt,  therefore  it  should  he 
s-D  m  the  C.v;i  Service.  In  private  pt»ctice 
t'l-.T^  is  Tv:  at  w;i;  never  be  found  in  the  Civil 
>-  rv; -0.  ai.i  that  is  a  fueling  of  absolute  con- 
n-tlti-Ci.  i-ei^tien  the  emploverand  employed, m 
wl^uh  CLurvt-nt  men — and  incouipe tent  men, 
for  tha:  nia::^r — may  feel  assured  that  they  will 
never  m'-c:  wiih  any  injistice  at  the  bands  of 
::  trir  emr-.'^Tcri-  I  am  afraid  they  will  not  be 
^.•.»iy<  >o  ai:.:a:i-v* — un^It-r  t*.as  Government,  or 
.vi.yo:^fr.  B^it  Ltre  we  have  the  key  to  the 
s^vi:..n  of  thi-  B.h  :  ani  I  will  read  *  few 
extracts  hvre  ti-at  w;Ll  iiiu^trate  my  meaning: 
**T..:^  is  t.ie  qr^wniwork  of  the  Bili:  that  tha 
Ciy.'^  Scr-.cc  :s  to  r«  a  three  months'  service." 

The  H.^n.  th*  SPEAKER.  —  I  hope  ths 
hon.-urallo  geii;Iec2an  is  not  quoting  anything 
from  a  sce^Nrn  on  this  subject- 

The  H:.n.  Mr.  STEVES'S. — It  is  not  under 
ii-c':s>;on  at  tee  present  time — but»  however, 
I  w.I  r.  :  take  up  time  by  readiii,?  it.  I  maj 
>Av  that  the  view  tJ^kcn  of  this  Bill  by  the 
C^'hT..al  Sccre:-*ry  is  il.is:  tl.at  in  the  vitw  of 
:he  o.vcrr  I'ltru:  the  Civii  Service  is  to  be  a 
three  mzr.ths'  serv.oe,  with  this  o'ujeot:  that 
ti.ere  :s  t.^  b?  no  permanency;  a^id  tnerefoce 
the  fvthuc  cf  sjcunty  to  which  I  have  aliuded 
will  njt  exi>:  any  l.^^^ger  :  and  tha;  is  the  vciy 
ftat-re  »l..ch,  al^  ve  i.l  eLhers,  in  my  opiuko, 
IS  the  mc-.t  raiie^iratle  to  m:rc<icce.  i  con- 
teni  th.\s  my  hiuour*L'.e  fnerd  has  al:ogether 
fa:>i  to  -h-  w  :-.e  ci.;e?i  for  which  he  claimed 
to  mtrrCuoe  th.s  prjv.^.n — thst  it  was  to  in- 
>';re  that  eo>i  n.cn  sh.uli  be  obtained  for 
the  Civil  Svrvce.  He  has  not  succeeded  m 
>hcwing  in  wha:  wav  superior  men  are  to  be 
brruzhi  :n  tf  r^-'Ui.h  ti.e  o  xrM.cn  of  this  Bill. 
I  sr.al:  surr^.n  t..«  am-rnlnient. 

Tue  H:V."-  Mr.  B'NAK.— Sir.  I  merely  rise  to 
say  tl  at.  in  c:niu:-«n  with  :he  majority  of  the 
members  of  ii-^s  C:'uncih  I  have  eiid^avonied 
to  aprroacn  th.»  >nr.  aj;  w.ili  a  due  de<ire  tQ 
CO  ;u>uoe  to  the  C.v..  Service  and  to  assist  the 
Gcven.ment  in  ev-ry  way  ux  their  efiorts  to 
imprcve  ani  reform  that  Srrvire.  The  Cinl 
Service  Act  oi  l^^-o  was  supy.zt^e'i  to  gite  the 
Government  full  pc-rr  to  control  the  Cifll 
Service  ani  make  c.assihraurns,  ani  liable 
them  to  put  it  on  a  «=Uw*>ian:ial  footing.  So 
f.ir  as  I  know,  tr.e  Act  has  ntcuan^vi  a  deed- 
le::er:  but  if  anv  G:vem=2:nt  had  ch>ien  to 
ijlve  eiiect  to  it  the  C.^.*  Serrh-s?  wcild  now 
be  in  a  perfectly  sAti<fao:rrv  c-nii;i':>n.  I  am 
aware  that  v.ir.."'us  >naLsn:?.hr  cirrrss  hate  been 
m&ie  to  d?  tr.is,  ani  up  to  this  tme  these  have 
a,to;:e:her  failci.  It  is  not  t::*  ^^ilt  of  the 
Legislature,  bu;  i:  is  rather  the  fanilt  of  the  Ad- 
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noment  ample  power  exists  on  our  Statute 
3ook  to  place  tlie  Civil  Service  on  a  substantial 
knd  proper  footing  il  the  question  -wQie  properly 
managed.    When  measure  is  brought  before 
OS  OS  a  Reform  Bill,  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
it  clearly  shown  that  the  measure  is  really 
for  the  benefit  of   tho   Service ;    and  I  think 
it  also  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  any 
measure  which  is  brought  forward  should  be 
of  such  a  character  as  to  establish  a  feeling  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  em  ploy  6  that,  so 
long  as  he  discharges  his  duty  faithfully  and 
weU  to  the  comitry,  ho  shall  have  a  permanency. 
I  simply  take  the  speeches  made  by  my  honour- 
able friends  Dr.  Pollen — who  has  had  a  large 
experience  in  the  Civil  Service — and  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  to  the  effect  that  thoy  would  not 
wish  to  see   any  children  of  theirs  embrace 
the  Civil  Service  as  a  profession  in  life  ;  and 
I  say  that  that  is  the   best   testimony   that 
could  be  offered  that  the  present  state  of  the 
Service   is    unsatisfactory.     We   give  no   per- 
manency to  the  Civil  Service  if  an  officer  is  to 
be  liable  to  dismissal  at  three  months'  notice, 
-and  under  that  provision  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  get  good  men  to  enter  the  Service  or  remain 
in  it,  ^cause  it  is  well  known  that  employ- 
ment in  the  highest  branch  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice is  not  as  remunerative  as  that  which  can 
be  obtained  in  the  mercantile  and  banking  pro- 
fessions by  men  of  equal  activity,  energy,  and 
intelligence ;  therefore  we  should  never  be  able 
to  insure  having  a  satisfactory  Service  at  all. 
What  we  want  is  to  get  people  to  join  the  Civil 
Service  with  something  of  a  hope  that  it  may 
be  t  permanency,  and  we  ought  to  encourage 
among  them  an  esprit  de  corps.    In  reference 
to  the  Bill,  I  think  tho  Government  have  been 
singularly  unfortunate  in  the  proposals  which 
tiiejhave  brought  forward.    So  far  as  I  can 
understand  the  difficulty  which  exists  at  the 
jtresent  time  in  connection  with  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, it  is  this  :  It  is  not  so  much  the  difficulty 
of  appointing  officers,  because  the  power  lies 
with  the  Government  to  make  a  selection  out 
of  the  material  offered  them ;  but  the  difficulty 
is  in  the  question  of  dismissal  in  the  event  of  an 
•officer  being  found  incompetent  for  his  position. 
But  I  mft.i>t4V''Ti  that  by  this  Bill  you  increase 
the  difficulty  a  hundredfold,  because,  if  mem- 
bers of  the  Civil  Service  are  to  be  appointed  on 
the  reconunendation  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, you  will  never  he  able  to  dismiss  an 
•officer  at  all ;  and  I  think,  myself,  that  members 
of  Parliament  should  have  little  or  nothing  to 
do  with  appointments  in  connection  with  the 
Civil  Service,  and  I  would  rather  pass  an  Act  to 
prohibit  them  from  saying  a  word  to  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  whom  they  shall  appoint  or 
vhom  they  shall  dismiss.    Is  it  likely  the  Go- 
vernment would  dismiss  a  cadet  who  had  been 
teconunended  by  a  strong  political  supporter  ? 
As  I  have  said,  the  difficulty  would  be  iu  creased 
a  hundredfold  if  we  allowed  that  sort  of  thing 
to  be  done,  and  we  should  then  have  the  intro- 
duction of  repeated  changes  with  repeated  Ad- 
Bunistrations,  as  one  Gk>vemment  went  out  and 
-another  Government  came  in.    This  would  lead 
4o  the  adoption  of  the  American  system,  and  I 


think  that  would  be  a  very  inexpedient  thing, 
and  I  hope  this  colony  will  for  many  yecurs  to 
come  keep  free  from  such  an  abuse  of  power. 
In  this  Bill  I  think  the  provision  with  refer- 
ence to  the  superannuation  fund  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  enable  officers  who  have 
made  arrangements  with  a  life-insurance  office 
to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  5  per 
cent.,  as  they  would  still  have  to  keep  up  their 
premiums.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  for  tho  reasons 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  state. 

The  Hon.  Captain  KENNY,— Sir,  it  is  my 
intention  to  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  but,  in  arriving  at  that  conclusion,  I  find 
myself  in  a  very  peculiar  position.  I  -find 
I  am  obliged  to  state  that  there  is  hardly  a 
provision  in  the  Bill  I  approve  of.  At  the 
same  time  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  because 
I  feel  strongly  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
reform  in  the  Civil  Service:  not  a  reform  of 
the  character  indicated  in  this  Bill,  which  is  a 
mere  superficial  attempt  to  meet  the  question 
at  issue,  bat  one  that  will  go  to  the  root  of 
the  matter.  My  honourable  friend  ^Ir.  J3onar 
has  just  pointed  out  two  distinct  objects  to 
be  kept  in  view.  It  seems  to  mo  that  \vu  arc 
to  effect  tho  satisfactory  solution  of  this  ques- 
tion only  by  keeping  in  view  justice  to  tlic 
officers  as  well  as  economy  in  tho  public 
service.  We  talk  about  giving  pensions  and 
making  allowances ;  but  we  forget  that  we  must 
also  pay  highly,  if  we  expect  to  get  superior 
men  in  the  j)ublic  service.  My  honourable 
friend  has  pointed  out  that  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits the  pay  is  much  higher,  and,  conse- 
quently, they  get  better  men.  But,  while  it 
is  admitted  that  in  some  of  the  senior  officers 
of  the  public  service  we  have  men  of  un- 
doubted ability  and  character,  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  thoy  are  not  paid  as  much  as 
men  who  are  in  private  employment.  In  regard 
to  the  question  of  dismissal,  I  am  persuaded 
that  no  Government  would  dismiss  a  really 
efficient  officer.  It  is  not  to  their  interest  to 
do  so.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  heads  of 
departments  ought  to  be  intrusted  with  mor« 
power  in  the  discipline  of  their  departments, 
and  the  Ministry  of  the  day  should  only  look 
generally  to  the  working  of  the  public  cervice. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that,  if  that  were  done 
and  there  were  less  interference  in  tho  appoint- 
ment and  promotion  of  officers,  there  would 
be  more  confidence  felt  by  gentlemen  in  the 
Service,  and  the  process  of  picking  out  tlio  best 
men  and  getting  rid  of  those  who  are  incom- 
petent would  be  effected.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  retirement,  I  may  say  that  I  wish 
to  see  the  officers  treated  with  the  greatest 
possible  consideration ;  and  I  hope  that,  when 
this  Bill  passes  through  Committee,  a  proviso 
will  be  inserted  to  prevent  its  having  retro- 
spective action,  as  officers  now  in  the  Service 
would  suffer  unjustly  under  its  proposals.  In 
regard  to  the  future,  I  do  not  think  that 
three  months  is  sufficient  notice.  It  app< 
to  me  that  something  more  is  required;  ' 
however,  that  is  a  matter  of  detail.  ''' 
only  one  more  point   to  refer  to,  ar 
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this:  I  am  not  at  all  dear  that  the  pro- 
TiRioit  for  ap|x>inting  cadocs  ia  a  soand  one. 
I  SCO  thoro  are  a  good  many  exceptions  made 
in  ri -lard  to  those  brandies  which  are  of  a 
more  or  lo^s  tochuieal  character.  Bat  I  do 
not  understand  why  there  should  be  a  hard- 
and-fnst  ru'.o  mado*  that  no  one  shall  enter 
the  other  di-rartraents  except  as  a  cadet.  I 
vent-.iro  to  ^.ly  that  there  are  men  in  the 
Civil  S<'rv;oo  who  have  entered  in  middle  life, 
and  who  luive  shown  themselves  capable,  not 
only  from  I'uir  intelligence  and  capacity,  but 
from  their  ex|vricnce  of  the  world.  Where 
will  ilio<e  youths  who  arc  to  bt»  cv^ped  up  in 
itovommeiii  oihees  obtain  their  experience  an^l 
knov»Ie.iK'"  v^f  the  worKl  ?  1  hope  this  subject. 
hav.usi  Ik  en  taken  in  hand  by  the  iTOvernmont. 
wiii  m  any  CiV^o  no:  be  dropj  t^l,  and,  whctner 
lh;<  Iv'll  i\v-*i»es  or  not.  that  the  que<;t'.on  of 
the  i-rVu-.i-iioy  of  the  Civil  Sorvieo  will  not  be 
aUo\%tvl  t.'  re<t, 

r.ie  Hon.  Dr.  ?OLLKX.— I  s'.ioald  like  to 
m.iKi*  a  per>on;\l  expianativ^n.  Sir.  1  unaer- 
s;:.::.i  :V..vt  tlie  Hon.  llie  Colo:i:al  S<.ore:.\ry 
ai-^ivji^iK.Nheil  me  jv;  ivir.«  the  leA^ier  of  the  Op- 
}v>>.,:v-n  t-^  the  tiv>veriiir.cnt  in  this  Co'ineil. 
\i\  ;\j;.\rvl  to  th.\t,  I  d.'<ire  to  j<\v  th.At  I  am. 
in  ;.;«uHr  ar.vl  by  a^svviaiion  ai.i  la. .:.  ai.d 
ai\v..\>  have  lKvn»  a  si^.p;virtor  of  au;>.  ^rl:v; 
3u^:  ;h.*l  I  iiAve  m  th.is  i\^:;neil  a'.w.\yii  ucyro- 
e.'^toi  i.,e  fonuation  of  p.\rtuh:,  ar.j.  bo:h  a>  a 
Mr.,  -su^raii.l  .is  a  priv.\;e  memlvr.  havc  »ilw.\\" 
'Jo!  v.u  fav^e  .•v^Ai!'.>t  it-  Hv^v.v^'ur.'.'v  le  r.ivr.i.v^rs 
\\:H  .u'know^x'ue  :''.at  I  h;^\e  n^Aoraske..  :.»•.::: 
for  a  \ole  ;  rt;;d  the  ii..l.u!*,v*e  1  e\trt  '..vr*  1 
*\iit  simply  jvs  a  nr.it  m  sixwkir.j:  frv^in  my 
p  .\.N\  ;uia  n.^^  ;vs  jno:n:vr  ef  an  v*;':v"v.:..-n  tv 
ii><^  i.overjunont  m  e.\rr\  .'^c  o.:t  t:.c:r  i^'.ia- 
Nnn -*  \\  iu  iv\*^r  I  e;\.i  >.:p:v'r:  the  ^-.^-rii-  ' 
n^x  '.it,  1  .lo  >o  ;  whe".v\»  r  I  v.i:;r.::,  I  e\rrvS<  '.u\ 
op.;..  »r.>  w  :'.Nn5t  o,>n.\  .:  \\.:h.  a  .y  txrs,*:i.  ...:i.l 
l:^\    ai.^    ;.\N;n    tv,u;ly   f.r  u..a;     ih.y    arv 
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a' vnx.\|  to  e\ph\.n  :\'>.^,  I  >  :o.:h\  Vvi*  to  <-^y 
i.:.>t  I  AU»»  »v..ro;\  ts^kir...^  t.:-.^  iu^uo/.-^.-i.-.e  j:.::;.-.- 
".>;;»v.  >  own  >fcoro,s.  Vi.;.^  i  h.v'  ^  a>  v.'-,*.;  oa,  >^\\r.4l 
\v,aN.,^iis  ;h.,%:  on  i:.iu  o,x'Vx^.\.\;  ;.;e  ur. ::>,:.»' 
x"^,^..:^^  of  •  ,v\.r<  to  t.\ke  e.^:;.-.^.^  A.-;:or.  :r.  ;...- 
i  o,;r,"..  i  '.^;  \<  ti>:o  k  r.x,  ot  o.^v  >  :  or.  I  rvVr 
to  I  "vr*  v>^;v/,,v  of  to  ,'v>.v.>:.\':o'e  I  h.A*. . 
:vva:  a  .  \v'. ;\xsl  fro.n  h.'^  ^r.  vanv::.;  r.:;A- 
>.:r,^v  ,  :  ,  ,-  v-.^xvrr,:v. :;:,  .-^v.^v  .:  1  h.%\s^v  ....:.*;•.. 
•»     «     *    is'   w.xvij.  I    ;;v.\;  )   >\  .^a  to  at  c:  o. 

th.-  *.v.';  '''"-w;  o,^  ^v:,"  ;  ;o  ;*,".  ;^^  <  ^^-  .  *<  <.,'.■• 
t.vv'  N.'^.  t^t  OA^";  N.-^  .-^ '^.,'*\  .v:  w  Os    \ 

'^^  :  -V  >s,^  ;  •>:  , -,«  ^-,.  o.v.-.-a,  .r,  -  ,\v.  -  .^i  "S,-  .\ 
r-  '  .vr<  .^'^  :  ;.r  or.^^v.  o:  to  ;.v,N\,:,:rf 
*  .V  ,>  v,^  /,  .c.i  ;x  A,vv;;  5'- A  J  a:  .%  V  ,ri." 
'•«►-'  .v.v"^.  'v.-^'.";':.-  >K*cl  .>:  o.-  sv;  o^"i  ;\^,>j>v,  ."^x  >vr:A  "^ 
v.v  .rs:  .'  -.v^v.,vr*  as  50  i  *^  v"  x  ^  —  ^-'^ 
C-v,  ,v"  A  ;'  ^c  ^-^o-  :''s*r,.5  xV  tor  U\%a  .c  ;  •  .- 
>,■-'•.  .V  ^V  •  : \<:  ,;,vs  ^v^  ax\^  >  to  o  ^  >,V  ^. 
r.  ft.'.  -...>.:*  ,•>.-.  An  ,  5  \  A  V  >;,.'"  ,v;  ;o  ,  ^ 
*.v.>.:  ^    A  A  t     -  ?%^.\x3-       \v   to  J    .'  .NV- 

x^'T,  .%::;:..;   i    .>L   ;'.,•«.    ,\,/.  r.^  ^v;x :    ,  .^ 


whole  of  the  oilicers  imder  the  Govezziinenfe> 
on  the  election  of  a  President,  it  will  do  ismf 
such  thing.  Good  officers  are  not  so  easily ^ 
obtained,  and  when  they  are  obtained  evetf 
Minister  will  take  good  care  to  keep  th^a. 
I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  that  we  fa&i»; 
some  of  the  very  best  men  in  the  colony  in  Urn 
Service ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  are 
who  arc  useless,  who  are  not  suitable,  and 
have  possibly  got  their  appointments  throng 
influence,  and  once  they  are  in  the  Serrie* 
tliere  is  little  or  no  possibility  of  getting  zid 
of  them.  1  do  not  say  that  this  is  a  peifeei 
Bill.  It  is  not  entirely  in  harmony  with 
my  pri>*ate  views.  In  fact,  I  should  likft 
to  see  it  go  mnch  furtlier  than  it  does.  At 
the  same  time,  I  hold  this :  that  it  is  an  ear- 
iiv'st  of  what  we  must  do  with  regard  to 
the  Civil  Service  in  the  future.  We  can  make 
the  Bill  better  in  Committee,  and  in  time 
it  might  be  brought  into  a  more  perfect  state. 
Why  should  the  Civil  servants  be  placed  in  a 
diiferent  position  from  persons  employed  in 
banks  and  other  institutions?  Can  it  be  said 
for  a  single  moment  that  a  board  of  a  ^^nVirg 
I  institution,  having  a  good  man,  would  be  likely 

•  to  get  rid  of  him  becau.<%  they  happened  to 
.  know  they  could  do  so  on  a  notice  of  three,  six^ 
:  or  twelve  m-.nihs?  Xo ;  they  will  do  all  they 
'  can  to  reUiin  his  services.  And  so  it  would  be 
■  with  the  G-jvemment. 
i      Tne  Hon.  C;*ptam  KENNY.— I  would  like 

to  say  I  had  in  view,  at  the  time  I  made  that 
a'.l-sion.  perh>i3  of  retrenchment,  when  offi- 
cers were  d.>penst-i  with  not  in  consequence 
of  any  f.v.f.:  foun-i  with  them,  but  owing  to 
the  eiiccnous  of  the  pubhc  service.  I  think  in 
thtse  oa^:<  ni^re  in  '1^.  jonce  should  be  shown. 

•  The  H::i-  Mr.  KEYX OLDS.— But  if  these 
cai.ij:  tntcr  the  Government  service  with  a 
kT:.wlt.Ii:e  cf  the  terms  of  their  engagement, 
;hi^  Grvirr.n:rnt  should  not  be  asked  to  recoup 
i.-.cin  for  1-^ss  cf  enice.  Of  course  that  ques- 
:: :r.ci.^n  S^-  >^::.tv'.  -n  Committee — as  to  whether 
:Vc  !:::.?•*  :>  s"3.±i.':en-  or  not.  There  is  no 
u>c  :::  i^-kir^;  the  matter.  The  affairs  of 
u:c  c:".r-v  xrt  nri  in  a  position  to  stand  the 
--re><'::  s:rA-n.  T-itrr^  is  depression  throogh- 
.-.::  1-1.-  o-.'^v:  ani.  if  honourable  members 
tto'.-  .1  -.:>:  .o:k  at  tr.*  falling  revenue  for  the 
Tvi  >  -. : :  ^-  =1 :  -: :: >.  I  h :  y  wo-ni  J  see  that  it  is  abso- 
..;:.  >  r.:.v--virY  iIia:,  n^t  only  in  regard  to  the 
v\> .".  <:r».--j,  > .::  cveryihing  else,  the  Govem- 
r.u- "  :  ^h.-^  ^. .".  >t;iAy  ili-^  uim:*si  economy.  A  great 
.•.c\    h:--   KtMi  sjLii  aboi:t   security  of  tenure 

~.  ;.:;*  v'  T,.  <^-:rc.r^-  If  Civil  servants  do  their 
.^::^  :  :  .r  :<  turf  :>  >=».'^::i«.  The  Hon.  Mr,  Bonar 
>A  .  :.^r  V -.  „  SriT^.v-^  A.'t  of  1S66  gives  the  Go- 
w:  .~*.r,:  Tva^r  to  rt'^ate  and  manage  the 
v\» ..  Si  r*^fci  :*v  i  -T ny  tr^u  a  Minister  has  any 
T^.'-tivr  fx,-^ra  ic  scispe^i  as  oficer,  and  then 
:,  &:  .'f^,.vr  ^Jkr  Ciria2>i  a  Board  of  Inquiry ^ 
Av.\  i^ta;  K-^Jkri  n->J  ooixsist  of  Civil  ser- 
x"^  ■  ^^.  CA>i^  >  sv^  h&7r«aed  where  Miidsters 
":&■.'  s.^<7vr..lxv,  ar.I  wii^ie  those  suspended 
^.i.v  .^-  :,  jfc^:  :.-.l  a:s  ir.c-iiry.  At  that  inquiry 
:^*  V  .v.-4.-r  ;>  .v^r.i  to  prove  some  fault  on 
: ;.  -sv^r:  oc  li?  cc^.-ir.  a:::;i  ii  is  a  very  difficult 
u^ ,.'.».  :c  yirc-  ^i-  a  ii^^l.;..    Tae  Minister  may  show 
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h/A  the  officer  is  useless ;  but  that  is  not  a 
ufficient  fault.  If  the  Minister  says  the  officer 
•useless  or  does  not  do  his  work  satisfactorily, 
ihat  is  held  to  be  no  reason  at  all  for  getting 
ad  of  him,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the 
ifidaion  is  given  against  the  Minister  and  in 
EwDurof  tho  Civil  servant.  I  trust  the  Bill 
Mill  be  read  a  second  time,  and  I  give  this 
HSQzance  :  that  I  am  quite  prepared  to  accept 
■ly  reasonable  amen<£nents  when  the  Bill 
goes  into  Ck>muuttee,  and  then,  if  it  is  not  con- 
ndered  satisfactory,  it  can  be  rejected  on  the 
duid  reading.  The  Government  have  promised 
to  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  that  a  re- 
duction of  between  £30,000  and  £40,000  shall 
like  place  this  year  in  the  cost  of  the  Civil 
Service ;  but  that  is  subject  to  this  Bill  pass- 
ing, or  some  provision  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  efiect  that  saving.  It  will  be  a 
wry  great  responsibility  for  this  Council  to 
tike  if,  through  its  action,  the  Government 
iK  put  in  such  a  position  that  they  can  draw 
huk  and  say,  "  We  are  not  able  to  make  the 
pnnnised  reduction,  because  you  have  not  given 
US  the  power  to  make  a  saving."  It  is  of  no 
ue  calling  out  for  retrenchment  unless  both 
bomches  of  the  Legislature  are  prepared  to 
Kooorage  the  Government  and  to  help  them 
to  make  reductions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— How  will  this 
Bill  assist  the  Government  to  effect  retrench- 
ment? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Govern- 
ment are  satisfied  that  it  will  enable  them  to 
ntrench,  and  they  have  bound  themselves  to 
ntrench.  « 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.— I  have  looked 
Mtfeially  through  this  Bill  and  I  cannot  find 
one  single  clause  or  hint  as  to  how  tho  pro- 
mised reduction  in  expenditure  can  take  place. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
tite  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WEST  OFFENDERS  PROBATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
*cond  reading  of  the  First  Offenders  Proba- 
wa  BUI,  said,— It  is  seldom  I  have  had  the 
pofilege  of  introducing  in  this  Council  a  Bill 
with  which  I  have  more  sympathy  than  I  have 
a  wipect  of  this  measure.  The  object  of  the 
,  Bill  is  tp  give  pezsons  who  are  known  as  first 
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offenders  a  lociis  pcBnitentifTy  without  their  going 
through  the  pain  and  punishment  of  being  sub- 
jected to  prison  discipline,  where  they  possibly 
and  probably  are  subjected  to  indignities,  and 
where  they  probably  have  to  mix  with  people 
who  are  old  offenders.  The  Bill  is  somewhat 
similar  to  one  which  was  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  little  while  ago  by  one 
of  tho  most  experienced  men  in  connection 
with  matters  of  this  character.  I  refer  to 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent,  now  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  who  formerly  was 
chief  of  the  Criminal  Investigation  Depart- 
ment. That  gentleman,  seeing  the  advan- 
tage of  a  measure  of  this  kind,  introduced  a 
Bill  similar  to  this  ono  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  but,  owing  to  the  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment, he  was  not  able  to  take  the  Bill  further 
than  tho  first  reading.  The  object  of  this  mea- 
sure is  to  give  to  the  Court,  and  to  tho  Court 
only,  the  power  of  saying,  after  trial,  upon  cer- 
tain recommendations  and  certain  conditions, 
that  a  first  offender  may  be  released  upon  ob- 
taining sureties,  or  upon  paying  the  costs  of  the 
criminal  prosecution.  One  condition  is  that  he 
shall  report  himself  from  time  to  time  to  an 
officer  who  is  to  bo  called  a  Probation  Officer. 
The  Bill  provides  for  tho  appointment  of  Pro- 
bation Officers,  and  no  doubt  these  officers  will 
be  Chief  Inspectors  of  Police.  I  need  scarcely, 
I  am  sure,  refer  in  detail  to  a  measure  of  this- 
kind.  The  Minister  of  Justice,  during  the  re- 
cess, communicated  with  several  countries,  and 
received  communications  of  a  very  satisfactory 
character  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Bill  which  he 
introduced  last  session.  Amongst  others,  he 
received  tho  following  : — 

'*  In  commencing  a  review  of  these  records 
(for  the  past  five  years)  wo  are  mot  with  the 
discouraging  fact  that  223  persons  have  thrown 
away  the  opportunity  offered  them  to  reform 
without  punishment,  and  have  been  surren- 
dered and  sent  to  prison ;  and  that  44  others  of 
the  same  character  have  run  away  to  escape 
punishment.  If  wo  add,  to  these,  107  who  had 
done  well  on  probation,  and  were  discharged 
by  Court,  but  who  have  sinco  been  convicted  of 
some  offence,  wo  have  a  total  of  374  persona 
that  we  may  count  as  lost.  But  when  we 
examine  further,  and  find  that  this  loss, 
amounts  to  less  than  15  per  cent.,  and  that 
2,187  persons,  or  more  than  85  per  cent.,  so 
conducted  themselves  while  on  probation  as  to. 
merit  tho  approval  of  the  Court  before  whom 
they  were  convicted,  and  have  since  led  respect- 
able lives,  there  would  seem  to  be  substantial 
reasons  for  encouragement." 

This  is  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where 
an  Act  of  a  similar  character  to  this  is  in  force. 
I  will  read  one  or  two  other  extracts  to  show 
how  this  Bill  is  approved  of : — 

*'  Would  *  whippmg  at  tho  post,*  *  drawing  out 
of  town  at  the  cart's  tail,' '  exposure  of  a  female 
on  the  elevated  platform,'  'public  executions 
on  the  common,'  *  tho  exhibition  of  a  stake 
driven  through  the  body  of  a  duellist,'  or  the 
spectacle  of  '  a  human  skeleton  hung  in  chain 
on  the  gibbet,'  have  had  a  better  influence  ' 
preventing  crime,  or  secured  a  more  desiift^ 
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result  with  those  who  have  hod  the  benefit  of 
this  humane  law  ? 

"  The  work  of  probation  in  this  division  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years  has  saved  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  prison  expenses  more  than  $62,000 
in  money.  But  who  shall  estimate  the  value 
of  a  change  from  a  course  of  vice  and  crime  to 
one  of  rectitude  and  usefulness  in  hundreds  of 
lives,  or  the  value  of  cheerless  homes  made 
bright  and  happy  ?  " 

My  sympathies  are  very  much  with  this  Bill, 
and,  as  one  who  has  Iiad  probably  as  much  ex- 

Sericnco  as  any  member  of  this  Council  in  the 
efence  of  criminals,  I  say  I  know  nothing 
which  commends  itself  more  to  my  mind  than 
the  passing  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  I  remember 
a  case  where  a  person,  owing  to  drink,  com- 
mitted an  offence,  and  was  convicted  of  it.  I 
remember  conversing  with  him  subsequently, 
and  he  assured  me  that  it  was  not  till  three 
weeks  after  he  was  convicted  that  he  knew 
what  he  was  imprisoned  for.  If  he  hod  not 
been  a  strong-miudcd  man  probably  ho  would 
have  been  led  into  crime  by  association  with 
criminals.  Wo  have  not  in  this  colony  at  the 
present  time  any  classification  of  criminals  in 
order  to  remove  first  offenders  from  old  offen- 
ders. I  am  sure  that  in  passing  this  measure 
we  shall  be  tempering  with  mercy  our  criminal 
law.  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  entirely  approve 
of  the  object  of  this  Bill;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  although  the  intention  is  good,  I  think 
the  i3ill  is  drafted  in  an  unsatisfactory  luaii- 
ner.  The  Bill  as  it  stands  I  do  not  think  will 
effect  the  object  desired.  The  Bill  requires 
amendment.  1  think  that  the  provision  with  re- 
gard to  police  supervision  during  probation  will 
totally  defeat  any  benefit  which  can  be  ob- 
tained under  the  Bill.  I  should  like  to  sec  the 
Bill  amended  in  this  way :  that  it  should  be 
in  the  power  of  the  presiding  Judfie,  if  the 
offence  is  a  comparatively  veniai  one,  to  order 
recognizances  to  be  entered  into,  or  malcc  such 
conditions  as  he  may  think  proper.  I  may 
mention  one  case  which  has  come  under  my 
notice.  A  young  woman,  of  full  age  I  believe, 
went  to  a  draper's  shop  and  induced  some  by- 
stander to  go  in  and  obtain  goods  valued,  I 
think,  at  under  £1.  She  was  ultimately  con- 
victed of  the  offence  of  obtaining  goods  under 
false  pretences.  Her  parents  were  exceedingly 
respectable,  and  when  the  prisoner  was  called 
on  for  sentence  his  Honour  said,  "I  cannot 
discharge  this  young  girl,  who  has  conunitted 
a  very  serious  offence,  for  that  would  give  great 
encouragement  to  crime ;  there  must  be  some 
substantial  punishment  for  it."  The  learned 
Judge  ordered  her  parents  to  enter  into  re- 
•cognizances  for  her  to  appear  in  twelve  months' 
time ;  in  the  interval  she  was  to  take  a  situation 
in  some  respectable  fajnily,  and  if  her  conduct 
there  was  good  she  was  to  be  restored  to  her 
parents.  That,  I  think,  in  all  probability  was 
the  best  course  to  take.  Under  this  Bill  that 
could  not  have  been  done.  Under  it  there 
is  to  be  polioe  supervision,  which  I  think  will 
^tally  defeat  the  objects  of  the  measure,  be- 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 


cause  no  person  under  police  supervisioii 
practically,  take  any  respectable  employs 
This  Bill  is  drawn,  I  believe,  on  the  lines  of  At 
measure  introduced  in  the  House  of  Coiniiiflii' 
by  Mr.  Howard  Vincent.  That  genileman  «Mt 
for  a  long  time  in  charge  of  the  l>etee$tm 
Department  at  Home.  Honourable  meznlMW 
of  this  Council  are  well  aware  what  the  po&o» 
are.  They  look  on  the  human  race  as  bsivg 
under  their  control,  and  on  a  certain  nnmbet 
who  have  been  convicted  as  under  theiz  imf 
mediate  control.  The  rest  have  not  yet  beea 
found  out,  but  tliey  hope  to  find  them  ouft 
some  day.  The  fault  I  find  with  this  mofcsnrs 
is  that  it  is  equivalent  to  the  old  system  of 
ticke t-of -leave ;  but  there  is  this  di^ff^reoce: 
that  those  who  had  tickets-of -leave  were  gena- 
rally  persons  who  had  been  previously  oonvieted 
more  than  once.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  woolii 
not  be  almost  better  that  first  offenders  should 
be  in  custody  for  a  short  time  than  be  released 
and  be  under  police  supervision.    If  the  BiO 

E asses  the  second  reading,  I  will,  to-mocrow, 
ring  down  a  clause  such  as  I  have  indicSited. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  am  very  glad 
indeed  to  give  this  Bill  my  cordial  suppozt. 
I  have  had  considerable  experience,  as  a  Visit- 
ing Justice  to  one  of  our  gaols,  as  to  t^ 
difficulty  of  keeping  first  offenders  frcnn  old 
criminals.  This  mea.suro  will,  I  think,  saw 
a  great  many  first  offenders  from  conthraiiif 
in  a  course  of  crime.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson's  suggestion  as  to  the  pio- 
bability  of  it  being  better  that  first  oSenoezs 
should  be  imprisoned  for  a  short  time  than  be 
subjected  to  police  supervision.  This  is  a  ten- 
tative measure,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  hMs 
first  offenders  under  very  close  supervisien. 
There  would  be  the  difficulty  also  of  sepa- 
rating first  offenders  from  old  crinmals;  be- 
cause in  this  colony  we  have  no  system  of 
classification.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— One  of  my 
objections  to  this  Bill  would  be  that  it  pro- 
poses to  create  a  new  department. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— If  that  is  not 
the  case  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 
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Firet  Reading  — Third  Reading  —  Otago  Harboor 
Bridge  Bill— New  Plymouth  Harbour  Iioui  Bill 
—New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PlUTBBS. 

FIRST  READING. 
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THIRD  BEADING. 
Port  Chalmexs  Fiie  Brigade  Site  Bill. 
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OTAOO  HABBOUB  BBIDGE  BILL. 
Mr.  BARBOK  said  he  doaired  to  make  a  per- 
noal  esq^lanation.    When  the  Otago  Harbour 
Bnclga  Bill  was  being  considered  in  Committee 
ke  endeaTonred  to  hare  a  clause  inserted  under 
^lieh  it  would  have  been  necessary  that  the 
jibttis  of  the  proposed  bridge  should  receive  the 
QOQMnt  of  the  Borough  Council  of  Caversham. 
Stat  clause  was  opposed,  by  the  Premier  on  the 
ground  that  the  Borough  of  Oaversham  had 
uma  of  the  foreshore  within  its  boundaries. 
Oa.  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  he  explained 
that  he  had  sent  to  the  Survey  Office  in  order 
to  got  information  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
iriiether  the  Premier's  statement  or  his  own 
waa  the  more  accurate;  but  no  reply  was  re- 
oeiTed  before  the  Bill  had  passed  its  third  read- 
ing.   He  was,  however,  now  in  the  possession 
«f  an  authorized  map  and  information  which 
•hewed  that,  upon  petition,  the  boundaries  of 
tiia  borough  hod  been  extended,  and  a  Gazette 
notice  had  been  published  on  the  13th  of  De- 
osmber,  1877,  including  twenty  acres  of  the 
Soreahore  wil^in  it.    He  desired  to  put  this  on 
BBeoid,  because  ho  intended  to  endeavour  to 
bave  the  desired  amendment  made  in  the  Bill 
in  another   place.    The  Premier  must  have 
&Uen  into  an  error,  and  evidently  had  not 
noticed  the  second  Ckuette  notice  proclaiming 
tho  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  borough. 
At  the  borough  was  oigrnally  constituted  it  did 
not  include  any  of  the  foreshore  of  the  bay. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
extension  of  the  borough  had  escaped  his  notice, 
lor  he  was  certain  that  the  position  was  as  ho 
lad  stated  in  the  original  constitution  of  tho 
boioagh.  The  honourable  member,  however, 
«M  in  error  in  saying  that  he  had  opposed  tho 
introdaction  of  the  clause  because  the  borough 
had  none  of  the  foreshore.  His  objection  was 
thai  none  of  these  boroughs  hod  any  interest  in 
tlie  matter,  and  that  therefore  they  should  not 
olsim  the  right  to  be  consulted. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  LOAN 
BILL. 

!  ADJOURNSD    DEBATE. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  he  wished,  before  the 

honourable  gentleman  who  was  speaking  when 

tiie  debate  was  adjourned  resumed  his  speech, 

to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  make  a 

pononal  explanation.    That  honourable  gcntle- 

BHUL  had  sisked  what  were  his  intentions  with 

ngud  to  this  Bill.    He  might  say,  with  regard 

.    to  the  amendment  which  had  been  tabled  by 

the  duurman  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 

onhodying  the  recommendations  of  that  Com- 

;    mittee,  he  proposed  to  adopt  the  whole  of  them, 

I    sod  also  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of 

the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  and  take 

I     ttio  votes  of  the  whole  of  the  districts  on  the 

•wne  day.    He  scarcely  ventured  to  hope  that 

this  mi^t  possibly  conciliate  the  honourable 

I     member  and  those  who  wore  acting  with  him, 

i     »nd  prevent  them  from  obstructing  further. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  wished  to  know  whether 

the  honourable   gentleman  would  adopt  the 

^^le  of  the  amendments  as  proposed  upon  the 

^^zdn  Pi^er-^that  was,  including  the  amend- 


ment of  the  honourable^member  for  Oamaru 
enlarging  the  rating-area,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Premier  with  regard  to  Crown  and  Na- 
tive lands.  These  were  the  things  he  wanted 
to  know. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  he  was  prepared  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment  of  the  Premier;  but  to 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oamaru  would  be  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ments of  tho  Local  Bills  Committee. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  speaking  to  his  constituents 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  and 
not  to  the  House,  in  the  explanation  ho  had 
mode.  On  a  former  occasion  ho  had  objected 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  describing  two  of 
his  (Colonel  Trimble's)  constituents  as  land- 
sharks — ^as  persons  who  had  a  largo  amount  of 
land — and  saying  he  hoped  that  the  taxation  for 
this  harbour  and  other  purposes  would  have 
such  aji  application  with  regard  to  those  gentle- 
men as  that  their  estates  would  be  cut  up, 
and  that  he  hoped  they  would  lose  by  the 
transaction.  Upon  that  occasion  he  informed 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  ho  thought 
it  was  a  pity,  whon  he  was  denouncing  big  es- 
tates, and  denouncing  the  profits  that  would 
be  made  upon  them,  that  he  did  not  say  any- 
thing when  he  had  on  opportunity  with  refer- 
ence to  tho  profits  of  lending  money.  He 
wished  to  correct  a  mistake  he  made  on  that 
occasion.  Ho  then  said  that  the  interest  and 
other  charges  amounted  to  17  per  cent.  He 
now  found  that  it  was  only  14  per  cent.  He 
maintained  that,  if  dealing  in  land,  which  at 
present  yielded  3  or  ly  per  cent.,  was  to  be 
denounced,  then  tho  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  have  token  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
denouncing  the  making  of  money  at  Id  per 
cent,  when  his  own  constituents  were  con- 
cerned. On  the  last  occasion  ho  spoke  he 
referred  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  a 
Marlborough  paper  in  reference  to  the  mode  of 
getting  up  news  and  support  for  certain  cases, 
and  he  thought  he  was  able  to  apply  the  article 
therein  to  one  which  had  appeared  in  tho  West 
Coast  TimeSj  which  was  clearly  written  by  an 
occupant  of  a  certain  bench  in  the  House.  Ho 
had  just  seen  another  article  in  that  trashy 
little  paper — tho  West  Coast  Times — of  the  16th 
July.  Ho  believed  the  article  was  clearly  trace- 
able to  a  member  or  members  of  tho  House. 
It  said, — 

**  Colonel  Trimble,  the  member  for  Taranaki, 
who  is  noted  for  opposing  every  progressive 
measure,  then  addressed  the  House,  and  it 
quickly  became  evident,  from  his  deliberate 
style  and  wearisome  reiteration,  that  ho  de- 
sired to  impede  business.  He  moved  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
His  arguments  were  of  the  usual  stock  class  to 
those  short-sighted  politicians  who  oppose  pro- 
gress in  every  form,  and,  being  conscious  of 
their  own  incapacity,  hug  the  fond  belief  that 
others  are  as  incapable  as  themselves." 

He  appealed  to  honourable  members  whether 
every  statement  in  that  extract  was  not  ab^' 
lutely  the  reverse  of  truth.  Ever  since  1879,  v ' 
he  first  entered  the  House,  he  had  votr 
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'every  measure  of  pro^^ss,  and  against  every 
reactionary  measure.  He  challenged  anyone  to 
produce  an  instance  to  the  contrary.  He  would 
go  even  further,  and  say  that  for  the  past  forty 
or  more  years  ho  hod  been  in  favour  of,  and  had 
advocated,  every  measure  of  reform  proposed 
either  at  Home  or  here ;  and,  even  beyond  that, 
he  could  say  what  perhaps  few  could,  that  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  been  animated  by 
the  same  desires,  and   had  a^tcd  accordingly. 

.  As  to  the  statement  that  his  manner  of  speak- 
ing was  deliberate  and  marked  by  reiteration, 
he  would  say  that  there  were  not  two  sentences 
from  beginning  to  end  of  what  ho  had  said 
that  did  not  bear  on  the  subject.  He  always 
had  been,  and  always  would  be,  most  careful 
never  to  reiterate ;  and  that  afternoon  he  in- 
tcrded  to  bring  in  new  matter,  and  not  to 
reiterate  what  ho  had  formerly  said  on  the 
subject.  And,  so  far  from  his  having  any  desire 
to  impede  business,  he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  any  honourable  member,  except  the 
honourable  members  for  Clutha  and  Picton, 
who  sat  in  the  House  so  persistently  to  press 
on  the  business  as  he  did  himself.  The  state- 
ment as  to  his  using  the  usual  arguments  of 
short-sighted  politicians,  and  so  forth,  was  a 
very  grand  one,  and  was  like  the  writer  as  a 
speaker:  very  grand  altogether.  His  (Colonel 
Trimble's)  arguments  were  not  of  the  stock 
class,  because  they  were  details  of  facts  and 
figures  adduced  in  proof  of  his  contention  that 
with  the  full  rating  allowed  by  law  there  must 
hy-and-by  be  a  deficiency  in  the  Board's  income 
to  meet  expenditure.  That  ho  had  proved 
beyond  all  doubt.  He  was  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hokitika  had  run  away  out  of 
the  House  when  reference  was  being  made  to 
an  article  in  which  that  honourable  gentleman 
was  probably  greatly  interested.  Ho  wished 
the  writer  of  that  article  were  in  his  (Colonel 
Trimble's)  place,  trying  to  accomplish  the  task 
which,  unfortunately,  he  had  to  undertake,  and 
in  which  he  was  doing  his  best,  and  in  which 
he  was  fully  conscious  of  his  own  incapacity. 
As  to  the  charge  of  deliberateness,  no  doubt 
the  honourable  member  fof  Hokitika  would 
flow  on  for  any  length  of  time  like  a  torrent — 
in  fact,  like  a  barrel  of  beer,  which,  when  once 
the  tap  was  turned,  would  run  till  it  was  turned 
o£E  again ;  and,  no  doubt,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  were  in  his  place  he  would  flow  on 
till  it  was  time  to  turn  off  the  flow.  The 
article  he  had  referred  to  then  attacked  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka,  and  accused 

.  him  of  stonewalling.  He  was  exceedingly 
sorry  that  in  various  quarters — in  the  district 
of  the  \Vc8t  Coast  Tirnes,  in  Taranaki,  and  even 
in  the  district  of  Lyttelton — the  honourable 
member  for  ^Totueka  had  been  accused  of 
being  a  stonewaller.  He  (Colonel  Trimble)  had 
never  but  once  given  that  honourable  gentle- 
man the  credit  of  being  a  stonewaller,  and 
that  was  in  1881,  when  the  Representation 
Bill  was  before  the  House,  and  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  delivered  a  lecture  on 
the  timbers  of  the  colony  that  did  not  seem 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  tho  subject 
■  -of  the  representation  of  the  people.  But  in 
Colonel  Trimble 


speaking  on  this  Bill  he  had  not  used  one  mm^ 
tence  that  was  not  perfectly  a  propos  ;  and,  W 
show  that  he  had  not  stonewalled,  lie  Ymk 
left  off  an  hour  or  so  before  the  debate  iM 
adjourned,  when  he  might  have  gone  on  ^riK 
the  utmost  ease  the  whole  time.  The  honon^ 
able  member  had  spoken  nothing  but  Btzcfl|f 
sterling  common -sense  on  really  one  of  tW 
largest  subjects  ever  brought  before  the  Hoas%| 
and  it  was  most  ungenerous  that  a  wretciMi| 
little  paper  should  accuse  him  of  having  sk)D»^; 
walled.  He  was  sorry  the  honourable  member' 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  run  away,  because  ha 
was  now  going  to  refer  to  a  part  of  the  aitida 
which  dealt  with  the  "  unwearied  exeruons*' 
of  that  honourable  gentleman  in  *'disclasu^ 
the  merits  "  of  the  Bill.  Where  had  been  his 
unwearied  exertions,  and  what  had  been  th» 
merits  he  had  disclosed  in  those  unweaxied 
exertions  ?  The  unwearied  exertions  had  nol 
been  made  nor  the  merits  of  the  Bill  disclosed 
cither  in  the  House  or  before  the  Local  Bflk 
Committee,  and  therefore  they  must  have  been 
in  the  lobby,  and  that  was  how  the  writer  of 
the  article — probably  a  member  of  the  House 
—must  have  known  of  the  "unwearied  exer- 
tions." But  shortly  afterwards  the  writer 
found  fault  with  lobbying,  and  therefore  be 
had  given  the  honourable  member  in  chaise 
of  the  Bill  the  greatest  *'slap  in  the  face"  pos- 
sible from  his  own  point  of  view.  The  writer 
went  on  to  say  that  the  honourable  member 
would  have  carried  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  by  an  overwhelming  majority  but  for  the 
exertions  of  persons  from  Waitara.  The  writer 
therefore  argued  that  attempts  at  lobbying 
were  not  injudicious  in  themselves,  but  were 
only  so  when  they  were  unsuccessful.  Thai 
was  the  high  standard  of  morality  which  the 
House  was  to  accept  from  that  wretchedly  ob- 
scure journal  the  West  Coast  Time^.  It  was 
very  curious  that  this  journal  used  almost  ex- 
actly the  same  language  as  the  local  journal ; 
and  the  question  arose  whether  it  was  not  a 
case  of  "You  scratch  me,  and  I  will  scratch 
you,"  in  regard  to  the  arrangement  which  had 
been  come  to  with  respect  to  this  Bill.  He 
would  now  turn  to  another  paper  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  by  he  knew  not  whom — the 
Poverty  Bay  Herald  of  the  12th  July — ^which 
contained  an  article  headed  "  Harbour  Warn- 
ing." It  remarked  that  the  experience  of  the 
Taranaki  people  with  regard  to  their  hsfboiB 
works  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  the  people 
of  Gisbome.  The  Taranaki  people  had  first 
borrowed  £200,000  for  harbour  works,  and,  be- 
sides that,  they  got  25  per  cent,  of  the  Land 
Fund  from  the  district.  That  revenue,  which 
had  been  very  large,  had  now  dwindled  down 
to  nothing.  That  was  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  the  writer,  because  the  land  revenue  had 
not  dwindled  down  to  nothing,  although  it  was 
now  so  small  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  pay 
one-third  of  the  intere.st  on  the  first  loan.  It 
was  estimated  at  £4,050  for  the  present  year, 
and  in  a  year  or  two  it  would  be  oonsiderably 
less,  because  the  deferred-payment  people  had 
paid  up  their  dues,  and  therefore  the  revenue 
from  that  source  would  decrease.    In  three  er 
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Uxa  years  it  would  not  be  over  £3,000,  and  that 
was  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  what  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  interest  on  the  old  loan.    After 
laying  that  a  great  part  of  the  money  had  been 
fooled  away  in  useless  plant  and  other  bungles. 
ihfi  writer  went  on  to  say  that  part  of  a  break- 
]pater  had  been  built  at  which  coasting  steamers 
could  call  in  certain  states  of  the  weather,  but 
that  practically  all  the  stock  was  shipped  at 
Waitara   for    Auckland ;    that    ships    of    six 
hundred  tons  could  enter  that  river,  and  that 
€Oon  the  whole  district  would  be  in  ready  com- 
munication by  railway  with  Wellington ;  that 
the  people  of  New  Plymouth  still  wished  to 
ipend  money  on  the  breakwater,  but,  notwith- 
itanding  all  the  urgency  of  the  case  and  the 
fwrore  of  those  people,  no  good  case  had  been 
made  out  for  an  increase  of  expenditure.    Then 
the  paper  said  that,  as  the  rating  district  was 
sow  proposed,  the  decision  for  further  borrowing 
irouid  rest  with  the  people  of  New  Plymouth, 
and,  of  course,  they  were  aghast  at  the  stop- 
page of  the  expenditure  to  which  they  were 
accustomed,    and    were     trying    to    persuade 
Parliament  that  they  only  wanted   so  many 
thousands  more  to  make  the  whole  thing  per- 
fect.   As  he  had  already  pointed  out,  this  was 
simply  the    spendthrift's  argument — "I  have 
ipent'£l ;  I  will  spend  another  pound  to  make 
the  first  productive."     Then  the  writer  said 
that  Colonel  Trimble,  who  represented  some  of 
those  who  were   so  strongly  opposed  to   this 
expenditure,   had  made   out  a   crushing  and 
overwhelming    case,   to  which    there  was  no 
leply.    After  that  came   a  warning  which  he 
would  give  to  the  Premier  :  **  The  House,  im- 
bued with  a  general  feeling  to  borrow  and  let 
borrow  as  much  sub  possible,  shutting  its  eyes 
to  everything  else,  does  not  take  much  notice 
of  adverse  arguments,  even  when   unanswer- 
able."   He  would  illustrate  this  by  what  had 
oecuired    in   the   House.     The   day   after  he 
deliiered  his  speech  against  the  Bill  he  met 
a  gentleman   who  was   opposed    to    him    in 
politics,  and  also  in  regard  to  this  Bill.    This 
honourable    gentleman   said,    **You    made   a 
crushing  speech  —  there  is  not  a  leg  left  for 
your  opponents  to  stand  upon  ;  but  1  am  sorry 
to  say  you  have  not  altered  the  voting  on  the 
Bill."    That  honourable  gentleman,  like  others, 
had  promised  to  vote  for  the  Bill  before  he  had 
heard  the  arguments  with  regard  to  it.    The 
paper  from  which  he  was   quoting  also   said 
that  he  made  **  a  crushing  speech,"  to  which 
DO  reply  was  attempted ;  and  it  went   on  to 
point  out  that  in  all  probability  there  would  be 
a  deficiency  in   the  amount  required  for  the 
payment  of  interest  at  no  distant  time.     Had 
Uie  evidence  given  before  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee been  recorded,  and  had  the  writer  seen 
a  copy  of  it,  he  would  have  seen  that  when 
before  the  Local  Bills  Committee  the  Chairman 
oiihe  Board  had  stated  distinctly  that  there 
would  be  a  deficiency,  both  in  regard  to  the 
^,000  loan  and  the  £00.000  loan,  and  that 
within  about  three  years  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  impose  a  tax  on  the  settlers.     Then 
the  writer  went  on  to  point  out  that  if   this 
deficiency  occurred  the   colony  must  become 


responsible  ;  and  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  had  pointed  out  the 
same  thing  —  that  sooner  or  later  all  these 
unsound  harbour  schemes  would  come  upon 
the  Government  of  the  country,  and  that 
therefore  any  Government  which  allowed  these 
Bills  to  pass  was  responsible  for  what  might 
afiect  the  credit  of  the  colony.  Then,  there 
was  a  reference  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Oamaru ;  and  with  regard  to  Gamaru  ho  should 
like  to  point  out  that  the  House  ought  to  con- 
sider the  peculiar  position  of  that  town.  All 
went  on  swimmingly  there  while  the  town  con- 
tinued to  borrow  money  for  harbour-  and  water- 
works, and  all  other  sorts  of  improvements ; 
but  what  was  the  position  now  ?  That  the  people 
were  so  overtaxed  that  they  were  going  into 
the  country  to  live,  and  were  carrying  on  their 
business  outside  the  town;  and  now  an  effort 
was  being  made  to  see  whether  the  boundaries 
of  the  borough  could  not  be  extended  so  as  to 
include  those  who  had  actually  fled  from  the 
borough  owing  to  the  taxation  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  them.  That  should  be  a  serious 
warning  to  the  House ;  for,  if  that  had  occurred 
in  the  rich  district  of  Oamaru,  what  might  be 
expected  to  happen  in  a  poor  district  like 
Taranaki  ?  Then,  in  Timaru  they  wore  begin- 
ning to  feel  the  burden,  though  they  had  only 
borrowed  £200,000,  and  there  was  a  rateable 
value  of  nearly  £7,000,000,  whereas  here  in 
the  case  of  Taranaki  it  was  only  £1,100,000 
within  the  proposed  rating -area.  Then  he 
came  to  another  somewhat  personal  matter  ; 
and  he  was  justified  in  referring  to  it  because 
it  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, spoke  very  disparagingly  of  two  consti- 
tuents in  his  (Colonel  Trimble's)  district — 
Messrs.  J.  Elliot  and  T.  Bayly.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  very  hardly  of  them ;  and 
the  House  would  recognize  that  he  was  placed 
in  a  rather  peculiar  position,  owing  to  his  rela- 
tionships with  them,  when  he  had  to  defend 
them.  The  position  was  this  :  \Vlien  he  went 
Home  after  the  short  session  of  1884  he  visited 
New  Plymouth  the  day  after  arrival  at  his 
home,  and  in  response  to  a  request  he  agreed  to 
attend  a  meeting  about  election  matters  the 
same  afternoon.  He  went  to  tho  County 
Council  ofiice,  and,  on  arriving  there,  he,  to 
his  great  surprise,  found  there  the  honour- 
able member  for  [New  Plymouth  and  the  two 
gentlemen  now  referred  to  so  disparagingly  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  Tho  three,  with 
another  gentleman,  were  there,  as  he  found, 
as  a  deputation  from  a  meeting  which  ha<l 
been  held  the '.night  before,  and  they  placed 
before  him  what  was  afterwards  known  in 
Taranaki  as  tho  "  political  catechism."  They 
went  over  a  number  of  opinions  he  had  spoken 
to  in  the  House,  and  wanted  to  he  informed 
whether  he  intended  to  stick  to  tliem,  saying 
that  if  ho  intended  to  adhere  to  them  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  be  re-elected,  and 
one  would  be  brought  forward  to  op] 
The  honourable  member  for  New  f 
asked  him  not  to  be  in  a  hurry,  but 
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time  to  consider  before  he  replied.  His  answer 
was  that  ho  did  not  care  to  take  time :  he  had 
held  certain  opinions  for  forty  years,  and  some 
of  them  for  nf ty  years,  and  was  not  going  to 
torn  his  back  upon  them  for  the  sake  of  the 
Taranaki  seat.  If  his  opinions  suited  TaYanaki 
he  would  represent  that  constituency,  and,  if 
they  did  not,  the  constituency  might  elect  some 
other  representative.  Now,  would  the  House 
believe  that  the.  honourable  gentleman  who 
instituted  all  this — the  god  outside  the  machine, 
and  wlio  afterwards  came  inside  it  to  work  it 
properly — was  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  who  had  determined  that  one  of 
'the  two  gentlemen  whom  he  had  since  de- 
nounced should  be  the  opposing  candidate  !  One 
of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  did  become  his 
opponent,  and  an  honourable  opponent.  Those 
Rontlomen  had  been  denounced  in  strong  terms 
by  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
who  had  also  got  the  proprietor,  or  editor,  or 
correspondent  of  the  West  Coast  Times  to  de- 
nounce them.  The  House  would  therefore 
sec  that  that  honourable  gentleman,  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  a  moment,  was  not  very  particu- 
lar, not  so  particular  as  one  occupying  his  very 
honourable  position  ought  to  be.  Then  came 
the  question  of  the  rating-area.  In  the  Tara- 
7iaki  Herald  of  the  15th  June  there  appeared 
a  telegram  from  Major  Atkinson,  «•  Re  harbour : 
Finally  decided  not  to  include  Hawera  or 
Waimate.  No  need  of  petition  or  deputation." 
The  rating-area  of  this  Bill,  and  the  Bill  itself, 
were  not  adonted  until  he  (Colonel  Trimble) 
had  loft  the  district;  and  for  postponing  the 
consideration  of  these  matters  there  was,  he  be- 
lieved, no  reason  but  this  one :  that  they  know 
that  if  ho  had  been  in  the  district  he  would 
hav(>  raised  a  row  about  it.  He  heard  that 
after  be  had  left  town  a  meeting  of  the  Harbour 
Boanl  was  held,  at  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  was  present,  and  the  Board  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  differed 
very  considerably  with  regard  to  the  rating- 
area.  The  Board  wanted  not  only  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  old  ratinpf-area,  but  also  to  include 
the  l^orouRh  of  Hawera  and  the  Riding  of 
Hawera.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
on  the  other  band,  wanted  not  only  that  the 
borough  and  riding  of  Hawera  should  not  be 
included,  but  that  the  Waimate  Riding  also, 
and  a  portion  of  the  country  round  Opunake, 
should  be  excluded.  They  differed  about  this, 
and  it  appeared  from  after-events  that  they  did 
not  agree  at  that  meeting  which  was  the  most 
prudent  thing  to  do.  The  people  belonging  to  the 
Board  naturally  wished  to  find  as  broad  a  back 
for  tho  burden  as  possible,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Kpniont,  on  the  other  hand,  wished, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  throw  the  burden  off  the 
shoulder.^  of-,  bis  own  constituents  upon  the 
shoulders  of  bis  (Colonel  ^Trimbles)*  consti- 
tuents—that was  the  beauty  of  it.  That  took 
place  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  it  was  not 
settled  until  the  middle  of  June,  when  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  sent  the  tele- 
gram he  had  read.  The  people  of  New  Ply- 
mouth wanted  tho  spendinij  of  the  money,  but 
did  not  want  to  pay  the  interest  upon  it,  but  to 
Coloftiel  Trimble 


leave  the  constituents  of  the  honourable  ; 
her  for  Egmont  and  his  oonstituentB  to  pmj  th» 
money.  And  then  there  was  the  coxxuaaesit  tf 
the  sapient  journal  the  Herald,  of  the  15Ui  of! 
June — namely,  "  We  do  not  know  wh&fc  is  the 
meaning  of  the  last  telegram,  but  we  acmso^ 
think  the  House  will  permit  a  district  whidi 
derives  so  much  benefit  from  the  h&rbonr  t» 
escape  from  the  liability."  The  House  would 
now  see  how  it  was  that  tho  honourable  me^nr 
her  for  New  Plymouth  could  not  get  oat  of 
the  compact  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  euid  did  not  want  to  get  out  of 
it;  for,  if  the  larger  area  were  incladed,  be 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  larger  area  wonld 
vote  down  tho  new  loan,  and  that,  in  addi> 
tion  to  that,  he  would  have  the  bostility 
of  the  honourablo  member  for  Egmont  t» 
encounter.  He  wished  to  show  the  natural 
modesty  of  these  gentlemen  in  making'  ^e 
arrangements.  In  his  evidence  the  honoarable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  anticipated  the 
question  which  must  naturally  have  occurred 
to  every  one,  as  to  why  he  (Colonel  Trimble^ 
was  not  included  in  the  conference,  and  said 
that  tho  reason  he  was  not  asked  was  that 
they  did  not  consider  it  expedient  for  tbem 
to  introduce  a  discordant  element ;  bat  the 
thing  had  been  carefully  gone  into,  and  so  on. 
That  was  admirable  modesty,  and  a  most 
convenient  principle.  If  they  had  a  dis- 
pute with  a  man  about  what  he  owed  them 
it  would  be  well  not  to  introduce  "a  disr 
cordant  element,"  but  to  settle  it  themselves. 
He  would  show  the  interest  this  '*  discordant 
element "  had  in  the  matter.  He  would  not 
use  a  word  he  felt  inclined  to  use  regarding 
it,  for  that  would  be  deemed  unparliamentary, 
but  he  would  show  the  honourable  members 
present  what  were  the  facts,  and  leave  them  to 
characterize  such  conduct  in  their  own  way. 
Ho  would  read  two  or  three  figures  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  The  rating-area,  so  fat  as  pri\-ate 
lands  were  concerned,  as  to  valuation,  was, 
in  round  figures,  £1,200,000.  Taking  the  valua- 
tion  of  the  district  at  that  amount,  and  ex- 
cluding the  Crown  and  Native  lands  from  the 
area — which  was  rather  against  him — the  whole 
interest  of  the  constituents  of  tho  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  would  be  £305,000 ;  of  the 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
£317,000 ;  and  of  his  own  constitoents, 
£547,^>00 ;  so  that  his  interest  in  the  matter 
just  about  equalled  the  interests  of  the  other 
two  put  together ;  and  yet,  because  he  was  a 
discordant  element,  he  was  not  asked  to  the 
conference  to  say  what  should  or  should  not  be 
rated.  He  need  hardly  say  that  the  result  of 
the  discordant  element  being  away  was  that 
these  gentlemen  made  a  comfortable  arrange- 
ment amongst  themselves  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  rating-area  in  the  constituency  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  should  be  cut 
out  in  order  to  secure  the  support  of  thai 
honourable  gentleman.  That  was  clearly 
stated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  Board  in  his  evidence.  He  wooid 
read  to  the  House  some  of  the  I  evidence 
taken  by  the  Committee.    He  would  first  take 
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the  evidence  of  the  honourablo  member  for 
Hew  Plymouth.  He  said,  **I  do  nob  know 
thftt  it  is  necessary  to  deal  with  the  objections 
to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  raised  by  Colonel 
Tiimble."  He  might  explain  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  was  the  last 
of  the  witnesses,  and  had  a  decided  advantage 
in  knowing  what  had  been  said  by  all  those 
opposing  and  supporting  the  Bill.  He  (Colonel 
Tnmble)  was  called  first.  He  did  not  blame 
the  Committee,  because  he  supposed  that  was 
the  practice ;  but  it  occurred  to  him  that  the 
onus  of  proof  lay  on  those  who  were  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill,  and  not  on  the  opponents. 
He  had  raised  o4)jections  to  the  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  and  particularly  the  4th  clause,  which 
aaid, — 

"  The  Board  may  repay  out  of  any  such  loan 
any  overdraft  or  liabilities  existing  at  the  time 
of  the  raising  thereof,  and,  during  the  con- 
itraction  of  the  works  for  which  the  loan  is 
raised,  may  pay  out  of  such  loan  the  interest 
theroon." 

That  would  explain  an  article  which  had 
appeared  in  the  Taranaki  Herald.  It  was  a 
very  impudent  statement.  After  having  stated 
falsehoods  on  the  subject  for  a  long  time  past, 
they  now  told  their  readers  that  a  tax  must 
be  imposed  almost  immediately,  and  they  said 
that  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  was  the  cause  of  it. 
How  could  he  be  the  cause  of  it  ?  They  put 
it  in  this  way :  If  they  got  a  loan  of  £60,000 
they  would  not  have  to  pay  any  interest  out  of 
i&tes;  but  if  they  did  nob  get  a  loan  they 
would  have  to  raise  a  rate  to  pay  interest  on 
the  money  borrowed.  That  meant  that  under 
this  4th  clause,  by  some  juggling,  some  hocus- 
pocos,  known  to  the  very  ingenious  gentlemen 
on  the  Harbour  Board,  they  would  pay  out  of 
loan  not  only  the  interest  on  that  loan,  but 
also  on  the  old  loan.  That  was  to  say,  as 
long  as  there  was  money  in  the  purse,  no 
matter  what  it  was  got  for,  they  would  be 
able  to  pay  interest  on  the  old  loan  as  well 
as  on  the  new  one.  It  was  quite  evident 
that  the  Board  would  pay  interest  out  of  the 
new  loan,  out  of  the  balance  in  hand,  or  out 
of  the  Land  Fund,  as  long  as  it  was  possible 
to  put  off  rating.  He  (Colonel  Trimble)  had 
objected  before  the  Committee  to  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  said  that  meetings  to  be  held  to 
unction  the  new  loan  might  be  held  on  dif- 
ferent days.  If  he  had  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  aright,  he 
had  expressed  himself  as  willing  to  alter  that. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  have  carried 
oat  that  by  framing  an  amendment  and  putting 
it  oil  the  Supplementary  Order  Paper.  Had 
he  some  other  arrangement  by  which  it  was 
thought  to  secure  votes  in  favour  of  the  loan  ? 
He  (Colonel  Trimble)  objected,  of  course, 
^ery  strongly  to  the  schedule,  and  also  to  the 
absence  of  any  provision  for  preventing  dupli- 
cation  of  votes:  that  was  to  say,  each  voter 
should  vote  only  in  the  place  in  which  he 
welded.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  had  urged  that  this  Bill  as  it  stood 
■hould  be  passed,  because  its  rating  provisions 
were  the  same  as  those  in  previous  Bills  of  the 
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same  class ;  but  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  had 
objected  to  all  the  previous  Bills  on  that  ac- 
count— to  those  of  Gisbome,  Napier,  Timaru,. 
Oamaru,  and  Wanganui.  He  had  protested 
against  the  phraseology  of  every  one  of  those 
Bills  on  that  account.  He  had  voted  against 
the  phraseology  and  had  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple throughout.  But  the  question  for  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  wns 
not  whether  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  objected  to 
the  phrsbseology,  out  whether  he  was  right  or 
not.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  never 
addressed  himself  to  that  at  all.  He  was  a 
mighty  man,  and  had  the  weight  of  the  whole 
of  New  Plymouth  on  his  shoulders,  and  he 
seemed  to  have  no  regard  for  the  little  men. 
Had  not  the  honourable  gentleman  ever  heard, 
**  The  more  you're  strong,  be  marciful,  O  woman 
o*  three  cows  1 "  Because  she  had  three  she 
looked  down  on  those  who  had  only  one.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  big  man  who 
represented  four  thousand  people,  while  he 
(Colonel  Trimble)  was  a  little  fellow  who  repre- 
sented only  five  thousand  four  hundred.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  so  big  that  it  was  a 
mercy  he  let  a  smaller  man  live  at  all.  He 
(Colonel  Trimble)  had  opposed  the  rating  clause 
in  the  Timaru  Bill  the  previous  year,  but  with- 
out efiect,  and  therefore  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's saying  the  present  Bill  was  the  same 
as  that  was  no  answer  to  his  objection.  He 
hoped,  however,  on  this  occasion  to  bo  mora 
successful,  and  that,  if  the  Bill  got  into  Com- 
mittee, it  would  be  much  modified,  and  made  a 
Bill  they  could  all  be  proud  of.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  condemned  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  giving  of  power  to  absentees  in 
regard  to  voting  for  the  loan;  but  this  Bill 
as  it  stood  gave  very  large  power  indeed  to 
absentees.  It  was  in  this  way  :  Every  man  in 
New  Plymouth  who  owned  a  quarter-acre  sec- 
tion in  either  of  the  small  bush  townships- 
many  of  them  on  paper  only — would  be  able 
to  exercise  a  vote  on  account  of  that  section. 
There  were  several  large  towns  without  people 
in  Taranaki,  and  all  the  owners  of  those  towns 
would  have  votes,  and  the  owners  lived  mostly 
in  New  Plymouth.  Therefore  the  Bill  did  the 
very  thing  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  was  an  evil ;  and  still  he  did  not  propose 
to  alter  it.  No  doubt,  if  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee,  the  House  would  alter  ic  so  as  to 
make  it  more  just  to  all  parties,  and  not 
give  undue  powers  to  absentees.  Would  the 
honourable  gentleman  consent  to  an  amend- 
ment in  this  direction,  providing  that  only  resi- 
dents within  any  part  of  the  district  should 
vote  in  that  part  ? 

Ur.  SAMUEL.— Will  you  sit  down  if  I  do  ? 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  wanted  to  know.  It  wa» 
most  demoralizing  to  make  bargains  in  the 
House,  and  he  would  never  mako  a  bargain 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  about  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  honourablo  member  for 
Egmont  which  would  be  very  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  Taranaki,  and  he  was  not  goir- 
to  follow  a  bad  example.  Let  the  honoiur 
member  put  on  the  Supplementary  Order  V 
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tbe  amonclments  he  proposed  to  make  in  Com- 
mittoe,  and  let  him  say  among  other  things 
who  were  to  be  the  voters — whether  they  were 
to  '  be  residents  within  the  districts  voting 
within  those  districts,  or  bogus  voters  vot- 
ing in  half  a  dozen  districts.  As  a  zxde  the 
farms  in  Taranaki  were  very  small,  but,  still, 
they  were  all  that  the  farmers  possessed ;  but 
the  townspeople  with  these  bogus  votes  had  no 
interest  in  the  country  except  that  they  lived 
on  the  commission  on  the  trade  which  passed 
through  their  hands  from  the  country  people 
whose  property  they  now  wanted  to  vote  away. 
In  his  so-called  evidence  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  the  Timaru  Act  was  very  carefully 
gone  into,  and  on  its  lines  this  Bill  was  founded : 
but  that  was  all  the  worse  for  this  Bill,  because 
the  Timaru  Act  was  the  worst  that  was  ever 
passed  except  this  one.  The  Timaru  Act  was 
moderate  as  compared  with  this,  bscause  in 
Timaru  they  borrowed  £200,000  on  a  rateable 
value  of  nearly  seven  million  pounds,  whereas 
here  it  was  proposed  to  borrow  £260,000  on  a 
a  rateable  value  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
pounds.  With  regard  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
rating-aroa  he  would  point  out  that  the  honour- 
able member  said  that  these  were  arranged  at 
a  conference  between  himself,  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
and  that  the  portion  beyond  the  watershed  of 
the  river  was  rightly  excluded.  But  why  had 
it  ever  been  included?  Simply  from  greed. 
The  eastward  boundary  of  the  provincial  dis- 
trict was  origi Dally  the  boundary  of  the  rating- 
district  ;  but  when  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  harbour  found  that  the  small  portion  be- 
yond it  had  become  valuable  they  stretched 
out  their  hands  over  that  also,  so  that  actually 
a  portion  of  land  outside  the  Taranaki  District 
was  absolutely  included  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill — land  that  could  never  in  any  way  be  con- 
nected with  the  harbour  of  New  Plymouth. 
It  was  pure  greed  and  land-grabbing  that  got 
this  included  in  the  Bill.  He  presumed  that, 
at  this  privileged  conference,  the  Minister  of 
Lands  saw  at  once  that  this  would  not  do,  and 
that  he  could,  not  consent  to  the  honourable 
.gentleman  going  beyond  the  Province  of  Tara- 
naki, and  taking  land  which  the  Government 
was  trying  to  buy,  and  which  would  be  sold 
afterwards,  and  therefore  taxable.  And  now 
the  honourable  gentleman  came  to  the  House 
and  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  grace,  ho  would 
exclude  that  portion  of  the  land  and  accept  the 
area  as  laid  down  by  the  Committee.  Why  did 
the  honourable  gentleman  do  that?  Simply 
because  he  knew  that  he  could  not  got  what  he 
wanted.  So  that  the  House  might  say,  "  Thank 
you  for  nothing."  Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  law  adviser  to  the  Board,  draft  the 
Bill? 

Mr.   SAMUEL.  — I  did  not  do  so  in  the 
capacity  of  law  adviser  to  the  Board. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE   presumed   the  Board 
would  consult  its  law  adviser.    Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  draft  the  Bill  ? 
Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  drafted  it. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  presumed  the  honourable 
igentleman,  then,  drafted  the  schedule. 
.^_         Coljiicl  Trunble 


Mr.  SAMUEL  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  ignorant  of  the  duty  of  a  lawyer  in 
this  respect.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  a  lawyer 
to  draft  such  a  schedule  to  a  Bill. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  could  only  suppose,  then* 
that  the  most  important  part  of  the  BiU  had 
been  left  to  a  clerk  to  draft.  At  all  events, 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  conscious 
that  the  Board  wanted  to  grab  the  land  be- 
tween the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki  and 
the  railway.  The  fact  was,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  taken  a  great  interest  in 
the  Bill,  and  in  the  harbour,  and  in  everything 
connected  with  it,  or  he  would  not  have  been 
a  member  of  the  House  for  J^ew  Plymouth. 
Therefore  there  was  not  a  thing  connected  with 
the  Bill  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  advised  or  agreed  to ;  and  yet,  when  he  went 
before  the  Committee,  having  been  found  out, 
he  had  to  acknowledge  that  the  Committee  was 
right,  and  that  the  Board  must  be  put  right 
as  to  the  boundaries ;  but  he  would  never  have 
said  a  word  about  it  if  the  Committee  had  not 
found  it  out.  He  did  not  blame  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman,  who  had  worked  hard  in  the 
interest  of  his  constituents,  or,  rather,  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  interest  of  his  constituents 
— because  what  he  proposed  to  do  would  im- 
poverish his  (Colonel  Trim  bio's)  constituents, 
and  would  eventually  impoverish  the  towns- 
people of  New  Plymouth.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  taken  that  into  considera- 
tion ;  he  was  too  anxious  for  the  game  of  the 
moment,  and  forgot  the  ulterior  object  of  the 
game ;  and  he  would  never  be  a  good  politician 
until  he  found  that  out.  With  regard  to  in- 
cluding the  land  north  of  Waitara  and  ex- 
cluding that  about  Hawera,  the  honouzabls 
gentleman  said, — 

**With  regard  to  including  the  land  about 
Waitara  and  excluding  that  about  Hawera,  in 
my  view  Waitara  town  and  port  is  the  port  for 
cattle  and  sheep  for  Hawera ;  but  I  agree  en- 
tirely with  Major  Atkinson  that  it  is  not  the 
port  for  the  land  round  it." 

He  asked  the  House  to  pay  special  attention 
to  that  point :  Waitara  was  the  port  for  Hawera, 
which  was  forty-five  miles  away ;  but  it  was  not 
the  port  for  the  cattle  cofning  from  north  of 
Waitara,  which  was  close  to  it.  The  people  who 
resided  to  the  north  of  Waitara  were  to  drive 
their  cattle  past  Waitara  to  New  Plymouth, 
twelve  miles  from  Waitara;  while  the  people 
who  lived  at  Hawera,  forty-five  miles  away, 
were  to  send  their  cattle  to  Waitara,  and  not 
to  New  Plymouth.  The  thing  was  absurd. 
The  fact  was,  Waitara  was  the  natural  port  for 
the  country  of  Clift»n,  which  mainly  lay  to 
the  north  of  Waitara.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man know  nothing  of  business.  Ho  had  con- 
ned himself  to  musty  old  tomes,  and  knew 
nothing  ef  business.  If  he  had  served  as  1od(; 
an  apprenticeship  to  business  as  ho  (Colonel 
Trimble)  had,  he  would  know  a  little  more 
about  business,  and  be  aware  that  people  would 
not  drive  their  cattle  twelve  miles  more  than 
was  necessary  before  shipping  them;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  nothing  of  busi- 
ness. 
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Mr.  SAMUEL.  — I  hope  the  honourable 
^genUem&n  has  been  as  saccessful  in  business 
«a  I  have  been. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  he  had  been  ucccss- 
fal  and  unsuccessful,  and  perhaps  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  within  fifteen  days 
•of  sixty-two  years  of  age  he  might  not  have 
been  any  more  successful.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  with  regard  to  the  butter 
trade,  "  The  butter  and  other  produce  does  not 
go  through  Waitara,  and  is  not  likely  to  in  the 
future."  He  (Colonel  Trimble)  had  pointed  out 
the  other  day  that  at  least  one-third  of  tlie 
-whole  of  the  butter  trade  went  by  way  of  Wai- 
tara, and  ho  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  butter,  being  an  article 
-of  small  bulk,  could  never  form  a  very  large  item 
•of  freight.  The  whole  of  the  butter  exjwrt  of 
the  colony  last  year  did  not  exceed  a  thousand 
tons,  and  would  not  produce  a  revenue,  so  far 
as  harbour  dues  were  concerned,  of  more  than 
£100.  As  to  taxation,  tlie  honourable  member 
said,  *'  With  regard  to  the  increase  of  taxation 
I  agree  with  Major  Atkinson."  It  was  a  pity 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  give 
hia  own  evidence  instead  of  resting  on  Major 
Atkinson.  He  always  had  to  rely  on  some  one 
else.  When  he  wanted  taxes  he  impoBcd  them 
on  the  country  districts,  and  when  he  wanted 
arguments  he  had  recourse  to  Major  Atkinson. 
Mr.  KERR.  —  Major  Atkinson  is  the  man 
who  is  doing  all  the  injurv. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  he  objected  to  those 
constant   references   to   Major  Atkinson   as  a 
shelter  for  the  honourable  gentleman.     Then, 
he  said,  **  In  order  to  relieve  us  of  our  taxation 
it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  value  of    pro- 
perty."   That  was  a  good  saying.     They  must 
relieve  the  taxation   by  increasing   the  value 
of  the  property  !     And  how  was  it  done  ?    By 
robbing  the  country  settlers — by  putting  them 
in  such  a  position  that  they  could  not  incroa^-e 
the  value  of  their  property.     They  were  taxed 
«o  effectually  under  this  Bill  that  the  value 
■of  their  property  could  not  be  increased.     The 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  he  had 
come  to  that  House  to  leavn ;  and  it  certainly 
▼as  time  now  that   he  did   learn  something. 
He  should  read  the  classics  of  political  eco- 
nomy.    If  he  did  not  learn  now,  ho  would 
not  loam  during  his  life.     It  was  also  said  by 
the   honourable  gentleman,  in   his    evidence, 
**Tho  proposed  expenditure  will  greatly  relievo 
the  taxpayers."      That   was  an  extraordinary 
thing.    How  would  it  relievo  them  ?     It  would 
relieve  their  pockets.     That  was  a  sort  of  relief 
that  the  taxpayers  of  Taranaki  did  not  want. 
"Having  got  rid  of   tho   Native  troubles,  the 
valun  of  property  must  increase."     Haviiijt  got 
rid  of  the  Native  troubles,  which  had  prevented 
them  selling  their  land,  and  having  begun  to 
M  that  they  were  getting  up  in  the  world  a 
little,  the  honourable  gentleman  caino  with  his 
Bill  and  gave  them  a  push  down.     It  reminded 
him  very  much  of  Buddha's  hell.     The  descrip- 
tion of  this  was  that  there  was  a  sea  of  molten 
metals,  terribly  hot,  and  into  this  the  soul  was 
popp.d  and  went  down  to  the  bottom,  shrieking 
•*Gu^f,  ;;i:g.  gug;"  then  it  rose  to  the  top,  still 


shriekmg  "  Gug,  gug,  gug,"  and  as  soon  as  it  did 
so  Providence,  in  a  paternal  kind  of  way,  hit  it 
on  the  head  and  sent  it  down  again ;  and  so  it 
went  on,  taking  a  thousand  years  to  go  down 
and  a  thousand  years  to  come  up.  That  was 
the  way  with  Taranaki.  They  had  first  their 
Native  difficulty  to  send  them  down,  and  no 
sooner  did  they  get  rid  of  that  than  they  found 
the  tax-gatherer,  in  the  shape  of  a  Harbour 
Board,  in  a  paternal  way,  about  to  hit  them, 
BO  that  down  they  must  go  again.  It  was  said 
that  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  would  have  been  a 
discordant  element  in  the  conference 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — You  would  have  stonewalled 
the  conference. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  the  Harbour  Board 
could  not  say  he  had  stonewalled  them  since 
1877.  The  land  in  the  whole  of  the  district, 
excluding  Crown  and  Native  land,  was  valued 
at  about  a  million  and  a  quarter.  Of  that  valua- 
tion, taking  the  area  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Bill,  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  repre- 
sented about  £305,000;  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth,  £317,000  ;  he  himself, 
£547,000 :  that  was  to  say,  in  round  figures, 
his  c«nstitueuts  had  as  much  interest  as  the 
other  two  together.  But  they  did  not  want  the 
discordant  element  represented  at  the  confer- 
ence, because  tho  fewer  interests  were  repre- 
sented the  moro  free  they  could  be  to  tax  other 
people.  Had  he  been  there  he  would  naturally 
have  said  that  his  word  ought  to  be  tcbken  as 
worth  something,  because  he  represented  as 
much  as  the  other  two  together;  and  yet  he 
was  left  out  in  that  manner.  If  the  Crown 
lands  and  Native  lands  were  added  in  each 
case,  the  comparison  would  be  even  more  in 
his  favour,  and  therefore  there  was  no  ex- 
cuse for  this,  except  the  determination  to 
put  the  thing  there  at  all  costs,  without  the 
slightest  reference  to  objectors;  and  tht  y  had 
been  encouraged  to  do  this  because  he  had  bijcn 
patient  for  nine  years.  In  1877  a  Bill  was 
introduced  which  had  been  frequently  referred 
to  in  the  debate,  and  he  and  Mr.  Thoman 
Bayly  then  came  up  at  the  request  of  the  grent 
bulk  of  the  farmers  of  the  district  to  represent 
them,  and  they  did  so  come  up  at  their  own 
charges.  The  three  members  for  the  district 
never  told  them  that  the  Bill  would  go  before  a 
Committee,  but  thoy  werekept  in  the  dark  con- 
cerning the  proceedings  of  the  Houst.'.  They 
got  promises  from  the  members  that  the  thing 
would  be  fairly  discussed :  but  it  was  not  dja- 
cussed  at  all.  In  the  House  not  a  word  wiin 
said  about  it,  excepting  a  question  put  by  Mr. 
Swanson,  asking  whether  the  Ministers  liod 
not  some  tiling  to  say  about  it.  From  tht'  tinif 
that  liill  was  passed  he  had  not,  by  oru'  word, 
spoken  or  written,  or  by  any  act  of  hi-i,  in- 
tei'fcred  in  any  way  whatever  with  the  working 
of  the  Act  to  the  best  advantage.  He  might 
have  got  upon  the  Board — they  would  only  liavn 
been  too  glad  to  Imve  got  him  upon  it— or  1im 
might  have  got  his  friends  upon  it;  but  lie 
had  said  that  thoso  who  were  opposed  eoj  " 
Board  getting  the  harbour  ought  not 
on  the  Board ;  ho  had  objected  to  the 
cordant    element    being   introduced    ial 
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Boaxd,  and  he  had  said  to  his  friends,  "  Do 
not  put  anybody  upon  the  Board  for  this  dis- 
tricti  or  any  other  who  is  not  in  favour  of  the 
harbour,  now  they  have  got  the  Bill.*'  For 
nine  years  they  ha^d  traded  upon  his  patience  ; 
and  now,  when  the  time  came  to  consider  the 
whole  question,  because  he  had  been  patient 
they  considered  that  he  had  no  courage.  The 
honourable  gentlemen  knew  that  perfectly 
well,  but  if  they  thought  to  ride  rough-shod 
over  him  they  would  find  themselves  mistaken 
upon  this  occasion.  They  would  perhaps  find 
out  that  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  con- 
sulted the  opponents  of  the  Bill — wiser  to  have 
introduced  the  discordant  element  into  the  con- 
ference and  fairly  to  have  met  it,  particularly 
as  that  discordant  element  was  the  most  power- 
ful of  the  lot;  and,  though  its  voice  was  not 
heard  now  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  time  would  not  come  when  it  would 
be  heard.  The  honourable  member's  evidence 
then  proceeded  thus : — 

*'The  Minister  of  Lands  has,  in  company 
with  the  Surveyor-General,  gone  through  it 
and  indicated  the  lands,  and  drafted  the  sche- 
dule with,  I  believe,  his  own  hands ;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  ofier  any  objection  to  the  de- 
tails bemg  altered  in  this  direction." 

Of  course  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  offer  any  objection  or  he  would  have  done 
so.  The  whole  object  of  himself  and  his 
clients  was  to  prevent  objections,  and  therefore 
it  was  that  he  cut  ofi  a  particular  district 
that  was  likely  to  prove  obstreperous ;  and  they 
would  have  cut  oi!  his  (Colonel  Trimble's) 
district  also,  only  to  have  done  so  would  have 
been  to  have  cut  oft  the  bod^  of  the  animal  and 
to  have  simply  left  the  tail.  They  could  not 
aSord  to  do  that,  and  so  they  let  the  Minister 
of  Lands  and  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  take  what  they  wanted,  and  they  hsid 
still  the  corpus  of  the  animal  left.  It  was  said 
that  **  to  exclude  lands  round  Waitara,  within 
ten  or  twelve  miles  from  New  Plymouth,  Wai- 
tara being  only  fit  to  be  used  for  the  export 
of  cattle  and  sheep,  was  unreasonable."  Upon 
this  point  he  had  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Watt,  a 
sailor  and  an  expert,  and  it  would  completely 
demolish  the  evidence  given  with  regard  to 
Waitara  being  a  port  fit  for  nothing  but  the 
export  of  cattle  and  sheep.  He  ventured  to 
think  that  the  House  would  believe  Mr.  Watt, 
who  was  a  gentleman  well  known  and  respected 
as  a  man  of  great  intelligence  in  his  own  pro- 
fession. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.~Sir,  the  question  before 
us  is  one  of  such  great  importance  to  the  coun- 
try that  I  desire  to  express  my  opinions  on  the 
subject  before  the  matter  is  decided  upon.  The 
debate  that  has  taken  place  on  this  Bill  to 
borrow  a  million  and  a  half  for  public  works 
Colonel  Trimble 


has,  in  my  oninion,  taken  the  shape  of  a  no- 
confidence  deoate,  without  a  motion  to  gtn 
effect  to  it.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  quarzel 
with  that,  but  to  say  something  with  r^atd  to- 
the  statements  that  have  been  made  by  varioni 
honourable  members  while  speaking  on  thtf 
debate.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  aitor 
listening  to  all  the  speeches  made  by  memben 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  their 
opposition  to  the  measure  is  simply  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  on  the  Govemmeni 
benches.  I  believe  if  they  were  on  thoae 
benches  they  would  propose  exactly  the  same 
policy.  It  appears  to  me  their  only  grievanoe 
against  the  Government  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  come  down  to  the  House  with 
a  proposal  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  mone^. 
They  thought,  no  doubt,  when  they  saw  it  re- 
ported in  the  Press  of  the  colony  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  come  dovn 
with  a  teu-million  scheme  of  public  wocb^ 
that  their  time  had  come;  and  I  can  almost 
fancy  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  de- 
claring that  his  opportunity  had  again  arrived^ 
and  that  he  was  now  certain  of  another  tenn  of 
office.  The  honourable  member  was  perfectly 
well  aware,  like  other  honourable  members,, 
that  if  any  such  policy  were  to  be  proposed 
to  this  House  and  to  the  country  it  would  not 
be  supported  by  either;  and  that  once  mare 
he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  coming 
across  to  this  side  of  the  House  and,  with  his 
friends,  declaring  themselves  once  more  **  the 
saviours  of  the  country."  But  during  this 
debate  I  have  heard  from  that  side  of  the 
House  that  the  Government  has  stolen  ^ 
policy  of  the  Opposition.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  claim  they  have  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  or  what  right  they  have 
to  say  it  is  their  policy.  Do  they  imagine 
there  are  no  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  with  sufficient  Intelligence  to  know 
the  requirements  of  the  country  jxist  as  wdl 
as  they  know  them  ?  If  the  Government  come 
down  with  a  policy  that  gives  satisfaction  to 
honourable  members  and  to  the  country,  and 
which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  right  the  Opposition 
have  to  say  it  is  their  policy.  Surely  they  re- 
cognize the  fact  that  there  are  on  the  Treasoiy 
benches  and  on  other  benches  on  this  side 
of  the  House  honourable  members  who  hav» 
just  as  much  interest  in  the  colony,  and  who 
have  its  welfare  and  prosperity  just  as  much 
at  heart,  as  the  honourable  members  oppo- 
site have.  If  honourable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  a  wrong  thing  to  bring  down 
a  mad  scheme  to  borrow  ten  millions, 
and  if  they  came  down  with  a  moderate 
scheme  for  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half, 
have  they  not  the  right,  as  well  as  the  Opposi- 
tion, to  do  it  ?  The  speeches  that  have  been 
made  by  honourable  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  have,  to  a  very  large  extent, 
been  to  the  effect  that  borrowing  is  a  very  bad 
thing.  But,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
many  honourable  members  have  spoken  in 
that  direction,  and  have  pointed  out  the  future 
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injury  to  the  colony  that  horrowing  znoiuy 
for  public  wor]LB  must  have,  still  they  have 
-concluded  by  saying  that  they  are  going  to 
support    the    second    reading   of    this    Bi^l. 
The  hononiable  member  for  Clntha,   for  i.i- 
ttance,  made  a  speech  in  which  he  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  borrowing  so  much  money 
would  be  a  great  evil  to  the  future  of  the 
colony,  and  he  pointed  out  the  evils  that  were 
likely  to  occur  from  such  a  policy ;  but,  still, 
he  concluded  by  saying  that  he  intended  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.    Then, 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei    also 
made  a  very  able  speech — as  he  always  does — 
and  he  too  pointed  out  the  evils  of  a  borrowing 
policy,  but  ended  by  saying  he  should  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  measure.     Now,  to 
be  consistent,  they  should  have  stated  their 
intention  to  oppose  the  Bill :  but  it  is  quite 
plain  that  a  large  number  of  members  of  the 
Opposition  will  vote  for  this  Bill,  believing  it 
to  be  the  best  measure  in  the  interests  of  the 
eountry  that  could  be  at   present  proposed. 
Then,  we  had    a    speech   from   the   honour- 
able member  for   Mount  Ida  which  showed 
clearly  to  myself  and  other  honourable  mem- 
bets  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
reading    the    public    press    very    extensively 
daring  the  recess,  and  has  discovered  that  the 
members  of  the  Government   have  not  been 
consistent  during  the  recess — that  one  member 
of  the  Government  said  one  thing  and  another 
member  of   the  Government  said  something 
different.     But,  if  the  Government  meet  this 
House  when  it  assembles  here,  with  a  policy  on 
which  they  are  united,  what  of  that  ?    It  would 
be  a  very  bad  thing  if,  when  we  meet  here,  the 
members  of  the  Government  were  at  variance 
u   to   what    should    be    submitted    to    the 
Hoase,  as  their  proposals  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony.    But  how  has  the  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida   acted   towards  his  own   dis- 
trict, as  to  always  being  of  the  same  opinion? 
Two  years   ago   this   month  he  was  wooing 
&e  electors  of  Mount  Ida ;  and  whom  did  he 
lay  he  was  coming  here  to  support  ?    Was  it 
the  present  Premier,  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East,    or    the    honourable  member   for 
Akaroa?    No;    he    said   he  would   come   up 
to  support  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  —  (No.)  — 
Tea;  he  said  he  would  come  up  and  support 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  unconditionally — that 
be  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  was  the  proper  person  at  that  time 
to  bring  the  colony's  affairs  into  good  order, 
and  that  he  would  come  here  and  support  him. 
Bat  we  find  that  in  one  short  year  the  <  :olo- 
iiial  l^easurer  becomes  his  political    h  iTor. 
^ow,  wise  men  change  their  views  sometimes, 
and  I  do  not  find  any  fault  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  changing  his  views ;  but  I  say 
tbat  if  he  does  so  he  should  allow  the  same 
pnTilege  to  others.     Supposing  the  Premier 
did  take  into   consideration   the  desirability 
^  borrowing    ten  millions,  which  I  do   not 
admit,  I  think   it   should   be  a  subject  for 
^ogratulation  to  the  honourable  member  for 
.  ^oont  Ida   and   others  that,  on  more   ma- 


ture consideration,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man decided  to  come  down  with  a  policy  more 
acceptable  to  the  House  and  the  country  and 
more  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  Now  let 
us  see  what  are  the  opinions  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida  on  the  question  of 
borrowing.  If  you  boil  down  his  utteranoef 
till  you  get  the  true  essence  of  them  it  amounts 
to  this :  that  it  would  be  a  very  proper  thing 
for  the  colony  to  borrow  half  a  million  for  the 
Otago  Central,  and  nothing  at  all  for  any  other 
railway  in  the  colony.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber went  on  to  tell  the  House  about  a  discus- 
sion that  took  place  between  Fox  and  Burke  in 
the  last  oentury  on  the  question  of  borrowing. 
It  is  quite  evident  the  nonourable  gentleman 
must  have  been  searching  the  musty  re- 
cords of  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  questions  to  be  dished  up  for  this 
House.  I  wondered,  when  I  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman,  what  any  discussion 
on  a  question  of  borrowing  in  the  last  oen- 
tury in  the  Old  World  could  have  to  do  with 
a  proposal  for  borrowing  a  million  and  a  hall 
for  public  works  here  now.  The  discussion 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  was  as  to 
the  propriety  of  England  borrowing  money  to 
keep  up  large  armies  on  the  Continent  to  fi^ht 
the  battles  of  Europe — quite  a  different  thmg 
from  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  for  open- 
ing up  the  country  by  railways  in  this  young 
colony.  I  do  not  see  how  it  applied  in  any  way 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  show  to  the 
House,  and  no  doubt  to  the  country,  that  the 
cause  of  all  our  depression  was  too  muoh 
borrowing,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  we 
were  to  expect  if  we  were  to  borrow  ten  millions 
more.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  very  fond 
of  raising  up  an  argument  in  order  to  knock  it 
down  again;  because  we  are  not  talking  of 
borrowing  ten  millions  at  all,  but  of  borrowing 
a  million  and  a  half ;  and  surely  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  contend  that  the  de- 
pression we  are  suffering  under  is  caused  by 
borrowing  money  to  carry  on  public  works. 
Why,  every  one  knows  that  the  cause  of  the 
depression  has  been  the  fall  in  the  prices  of 
produce,  and  the  fact  that  prices  had  fallen  so 
low  that  in  many  cases  it  cost  more  to  pro- 
duce an  article  than  it  was  afterwards  sold  for. 
Then,  I  ask,  if  we  have  so  much  depression 
after  borrowing  so  much  money  to  open  up  the 
country  with  railways,  to  construct  bridges  and 
roads  and  harbours  throughout  the  country,  so 
as  to  give  facilities  to  the  settlers  to  get  their 
produce  to  the  markets  of  the  world,  what 
would  have  been  the  result  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years  if  there  had  been  no  railways  at 
all  ?  Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to 
argue  that  it  would  have  been  possible  for  the 
large  number  of  settlers  who  are  now  settled 
down  in  the  country  to  have  done  so,  and 
to  have  got  their  produce  to  the  London 
markets  at  a  reasonable  cost,  if  they  had  not 
had  these  railways  ?  The  honourable  memhiw 
for  Mount  Ida  has  the  reputation  of  be^'' 
very  brilliant  speaker,  and  he  receiver 
attention  from  the  House  when  he  does 
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but  I  think  that,  if  he  were  to  pay  a  little 
more  attention  to  the  practical  wants  of  the 
country  and  a  little  less  to  the  debates  that 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
last  century,  ho  would  arrive  at  something 
more  sati^factoi-y  to  the  House  and  the  country. 
The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  the  country  and  this  House  would 
demand  that  the  jycrsoniiel  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment should  be  altered.  Does  he  want 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  to  come 
back  on  these  benches?  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  silent.  Ho  will  not  commit  him- 
self. If  he  does,  let  us  have  a  look  into  the 
records  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kgmont 
and  see  what  he  has  done  in  the  shape  of 
borrowing.  During  the  last  ten  years  ho  lias 
been  four  years  and  ten  months  in  office — he 
took  office  on  the  10th  October,  IST'J,  and  ho 
resigned  on  the  8th  August,  1884 — and  during 
that  time  ho  put  loans  on  the  colony  to  the 
extent  of  £9,250,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No;  part  of  that  was 
proposed  by  the  Grey  Government. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— In  1871)  the  lionour- 
able  member  proposed  a  loan  of  five  millions. 

:Major  ATK1^:S0N.— No  ;  tliat  was  the  Grey 
Government. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  raised  the  money,  and  that  is  all 
tlu-  same.  In  1882  he  put  a  Loan  Bill  for 
£3,000,000  (fn  the  Statute  Book,  and  the  same 
year  he  passed  a  small  Loan  Bill  for  £250,000, 
and  also  the  North  Island  Trunk  Raihvav  Loan 
Bill  for  £1,000,0(X),  making  £9,250,000"  which 
he  had  to  spend,  if  he  did  not  raise  it. 

Major  ATKINSON. —  The  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  could  not  be  spent. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  at  all  events 
the  honourable  member  had  the  spending  of 
£8,250,000;  and  what  was  tlie  position  when 
ho  left  offjcc?  After  liaving  all  that  money 
so  allocated  that  the  House  had  no  control 
over  it,  he  had  deficiency  bills  to  tlie  extent 
of  £150,000,  and  he  took  £".00,000  out  of  the 
loan  of  1882  to  spend  on  works  outside  the 
intention  of  the  IJouse.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  is  prcjniicd,  after  that, 
to  put  the  honourabli;  member  for  iOgmontback 
on  these  benches, — he  cannot  be  consistent  as 
to  his  new  opinions  on  borrowing.  'J'htn,  we 
had  a  veiy  able  speech  from  tlio  honourable 
member  for  Wukatipu,  and  it  struck  me  very 
forcibly  that  if  the  elYccts  of  that  spc-eeli  were 
equal  to  its  sound  and  fury  this  CJuvernment 
would  not  last  long.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has:  proved  beyond  a  doubt — if  not  to  tlie 
House,  at  any  rate  to  himself — that  if  ever  he 
succeeds  in  getting  the  lionourable  member 
for  Egmont  back  on  tliese  benehcs  the  only 
person  in  the  colony  capalile  of  conduciing  our 
public  works  and  railways  i**  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu.  Tlie  honourable  mem- 
ber wishes  to  have  a  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  public  works  of  the  colony.  1  think 
he  was  rather  unfortunate  in  that  proposition, 
because  the  Government  lie  supported  during 
the  last  Parliament,  and  the  party  he  is  now 
Associated  with,  were  great  on  Commissions 
Ifr.  J.  McKensie 


when  in  office.  I  think  there  were  no  less 
than  three  Royal  Commissions  on  the  public 
works  of  the  colony ;  and  one  of  them,  which 
went  all  about  the  colony,  was  known  ai 
"the  flying  Commission."  Did  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  on  that  occasion  take 
the  advice  of  the  Commission  or  act  on  their 
report?  I  think  that  Commission  reported 
against  the  Otago  Centred  line,  and  certainly 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  did  not 
take  their  advice  on  that  subject.  The  same 
Commission  reported  against  the  Wellington 
and  Manawatu  Railway,  and  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  take  their  advice  so 
far  as  that  railway  was  concerned,  and  it  cer- 
tainly has  turned  out  a  very  expensive  thing 
to  the  colony  that  he  did  not  do  so.  Then, 
there  was  another  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  necessity  for  a  railway  to 
Cook  Strait  from  Canterbury.  On  that  Com- 
mission sat  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri,  and  the  report  which  was  brought  up 
was  just  such  a  one  as  we  might  expect  from 
the  honourable  gentleman,  for  it  was  a  milk- 
and-watery  report.  He  did  not  give  offence  to 
any  person,  and  he  did  not  bind  the  Govern- 
ment to  anything,  nor  did  it  servo  any  good 
purpose.  Then,  wo  had  another  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  necessity  of  a  railway  between 
Christchurch  and  the  West  Coast.  I  think 
that  Commission  was  called  "  the  naked  Com- 
mission," for  the  reason  that  the  colony  had  t-o 
find  its  members  in  blankets,  coats,  stockings, 
and  all  sorts  of  things  before  tiiey  could  start  to 
do  tlieir  work.  They  also  reported,  and  they 
said  that  they  did  not  think  it  wise  to  construct 
a  railway  between  the  East  and  W' est  Coasts  at 
that  time.  While  I  am  speaking  about  Com- 
missions I  might  refer  also  to  another  one 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
appointed  —  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 
What  has  become  of  the  report  of  that  Com- 
mission ?  Has  it  ever  seen  daylight?  Did 
the  honourable  gentleman  act  upon  it  in  any 
shape  or  form,  and  what  benefit  has  it  been 
to  the  colony,  after  all  the  expense  it  cost,  so 
far  as  retrenchment  is  concerned?  I  think, 
tlierefore,  that  the  reference  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu  to  Commissions  was  a 
very  had  one,  or  unfortunate  to  himself  and 
his  party.  We  had  next  a  speech  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  in  which 
he  laboured  very  hard  to  show  to  the  House 
that  the  result  of  the  measure  now  before 
us  would  be  the  borrowin;^  of  two  milHons 
of  money.  I  could  not  possibly  see  how  a  pro- 
posal to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  of  money 
could  mean  tlie  borrowing  of  two  millions. 
Wheu  I  was  at  school  I  was  considered  pretty 
sharp  at  figures,  and  got  several  prizes  as  on 
arithmetician,  and  I  think  I  knew  a  httlo 
about  it ;  but  after  listening  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  other  night  I  camo  to  the  con- 
clusion that  my  education  in  that  respect  must 
have  been  very  much  neglected,  for  I  could 
not  make  out  how  tho  honourable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  could  make  two  millions  out 
of  a  million  and  a  half.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  found  fault  with  the  Govern^ 
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ment  for  not  retrenching  i'l  tlio  Civil  Si^rvioii. 
I  gliould  like  to  kiiuw  wiiut  he  lias  done  to 
Msist  the  Government  in  that  direction.    If 
it  were  in  order  to  refer  to  a  x^revious  debate  I 
ooald  point  oat  that  when  the  Government 
viflhed  to  obtain    permission    to  reduce  the 
i&Iaries  in  the  Civil  Service  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  support  them  in  their  action. 
He  voted  on  the  Civil  Service  lleform  Bill  so 
u  to  prevent  them  reducing  salaries.    Then, 
we  ha<.l  a  speech  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa,  and  if  it  meant  anything  it 
meant   that    the    schedule    of    this    Bill    re- 
quired altering.    So  far  as  I  could  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman  ho  did  not  oppose 
the  borrowing  for  public  works,  but  ho  thought 
that  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  should  be  altered. 
I  tbiuk  he  should  have  given  us  some  idea  of 
how  he  wished  it  altered,  as  it  might  have  been 
instructive    to    honourable  members   to  know 
what  ilie  honourable  gentleman  woiiKl  put  in 
place  of  the  railways  he  wished  struck  out  of 
the  Bill.     Did  he  mean  that  he  would  insert 
the  Little   Kiver-Akaroa  Hallway  instojwl  of 
loine  of  those  in  the  schedule? — because,  as 
I  URilcrstand  it,  that  railway  will  co.<t  sonie- 
tlimg  hke   £350,000,  and  it   would  require   a 
laT'.;^  number  of  the  railways  in  tlie  schedule 
to  Ui  struck  out  to  make  Wiiy  for  it.     It  seems 
to  mo  aluit  the  honourable  {gentleman  did  not 
do  hiitiself  justice   in  the  remarks   ho  made, 
Wcau-'-e  wo  know  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man lias  great  weight  in  tlie  House,  and  that 
he   cnnld    have    shown    how    his    proposition 
conl.i  i>o  carried  out,  and  that  probably,  if  he 
Wt  (lone  so,  he  would  have  had  a  hir^'e  num- 
ber .>r.['nortin^  him:   at   any   rate,   ho   would 
have  ii:'.  i  tlte  support  of  the  honourable  member 
for  CA'.cT^liam.      I  now  come  to  the  question 
of  lior'-ov.iiig    more    money    for    ri}iroiluctive 
worL^iti  the  colony;  an.l  I  wish  to  a-;k  if  there 
is  A  Single  niGinhcr   in  this  House  wh.o  is  b.>ld 
enou-h  Lo  say  that  we  sliould  stop  all  borrow- 
in?,    li  is  iiupo>>sible   for    tiiis  colony   at  tlio 
pnsenl;  moment  to  do  without  further  borrow- 
ing.   I  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
I     sham  Kiy,  **  Yes,"     I  ask,  what  would  bo  the 
rcsjJt  to  liie  colony  if  \\c  v/ero  to  stop  borrowing 
now?    It  would  mean  that  the  colony  would 
los.:  cilx.ut  two  and  a  hall  inillious,  whirh  have 
bc'ns'.nt  on  works  that  arc  now  pr(\t^ressing 
tow/vfl.i    er.:npletion,   and    fr-.m    wnieli    there 
wouM  iji'  ipj  r-jturn.     It,  would  moan  ealamity 
and  i:',':::.tion  througii'jut  l-ie    eoi:i:try,    a.ul 
*  ttt:<  ^liV'^  stc;p   in   ti^o   colwuizatijii    of    the 
col.jjiv.      Such  a  policy   v. ouKi  not   rjceive  a 
nie^i  nL's   sajport  from  thi.-^   H.»r. ^o   or    from 
tlie  C'  aiiirv,  iior  v.ould  it   i)e  cf  tiie  sli;.;l;ttht 
advr.iit  1-0  to  ilio  country.     Then.   I  say  that, 
if  t'lo  ni''mb:rs  v.iio  oyv)  mo  tiii^  i>lll  have;  any 
bc'l...i  :..;..  iiic  to  put  before  the  i  louse  it  is  tln/ir 
.^     duty  :>  I'lii-  iIou.^e  and  the  coUiit'-y  to  state 
whiit  tl':'!  scheme   is.     If    they  think    that   a 
I      niih-on  uiiii   a  half  is  too  much,  they  should 
''a;.  Mi.    If  thr y  tiiink  that  v..;  c;ui  c.o  v, ith  loss, 
It  i'l  t'-..ir  plain  diity  to  l.Ly  their  views  before 
!      the  H-.u-e,  and  to  ena'jlc  the  c..>untry  to  come 
j      to  a  uj::(:hision   ad  to  what  ou;;ht  to  be  done. 
j      Let  us  take  this   suheJiule    for   a   uiomont  — 


the  Rchcdulo  to  this  Bill  we  arc  now  con- 
sidering —  and  consider  what  support  would 
be  received  in  the  way  of  striking  out  any 
of  the  lines  that  are  in  the  schedule  of  the- 
Bill.  There  is  £219,000  set  down  for  four 
raihvays  in  Auckland;  and  I  ask,  will  any 
member  from  the  Auckland  District  vote  for 
striking  out  any  of  those  lines?  I  venture  to 
say  No — not  a  single  one  of  them  would  vote 
for  such  a  proposal.  Then,  there  is  £193,000 
allocated  for  railways  in  the  WeUington  Dis- 
trict ;  and  again  I  ask,  would  any  of  the  Wel- 
lington members  vote  for  striking  out  cither  of 
the  lines  for  which  that  money  is  set  down? 
I  think  not.  Then  there  is  £104,000  for  lines 
in  the  Marlborough  District,  £28,000  for  th» 
Gatlin's  River  branch,  and  £140,000  for  the- 
Otago  Central.  Will  the  members  from  any 
one  of  those  districts  vote  for  striking  oufe 
the  respective  lines  in  those  districts?  I 
do  not  think  it  is  at  all  likely.  I  hear 
an  honourable  member  behind  me  say,  **  Log- 
rolling." Well,  I  do  not  believe  in  "log- 
rolling." Honourable  members  may  laugh  ; 
but  certainly  I  have  no  log  to  roll,  for  this 
schedule  shows  that  there  is  not  a  penny 
allocated  for  any  work  in  my  district.  At  any 
rate,  I  can  take  an  impartial  view  of  tlie  whole 
question.  The  only  way  in  which  I  am  in- 
terested in  this  schedule  is  as  to  how  it  will 
aRect  the  colony  as  a  whole  ;  and  I  know  that 
what  will  cause  the  whole  colony  4.o  progress 
will  cause  my  district  to  })rogrcss.  Efforts  have 
been  made  to  show  that  the  admini.jtration  of 
the  Government  during  the  last  two  years  has- 
been  very  bad.  Well,  I  ask  the  Hc'use  to  look 
at  tliO  subject  in  this  way  :  During,'  the  last  two 
years,  and,  in  fact,  since  the  ])res(.nt  Govern- 
ment took  office,  the  colony  has  bren  suilering 
from  a  depression  such  as  it  ha  I  never  pre- 
viously experienced  in  it  ;  hi^torv.  Tlio  price 
of  v.'heat  was  lowi-r  tiian  it  had  been  for  a 
hundred  years,  and  wool  also  was  lower  than 
it  had  been  for  many  years,  and  the  low  prices 
of  these  our  piincipal  jnoducU  have  caused 
the  industries  of  the  colony  to  lan^Tuish,  and 
the  general  progress  of  the  colony  has  been 
stopped,  and  this  iias  creal,"d  a  depression  in 
New  Zealand  such  as  Ikis  never  hcf-ii  known 
before.  Yet,  in  sj)ito  of  these  adverse  circum- 
stances, the  Government,  on  th:.'  two  occasions 
wiKMi  they  have  had  to  come  uov/n  to  the  Konso 
with  I'inancial  SLateincnt:;,  hi\.\\i  si, own  tis  that 
the  revenue  is  (([ual  lo  I  he  c^xT^eu  iitur-',  and 
Jiave  not  soiight  to  i>su«'  delicienev  bills  in  aid 
ot  revenue,  such  r.s  had  been  ihnio  by  the 
Atkiiihon  ( rovermnent  in  more  prw.^p'iou.s  times. 
I  do  not  vvisli  to  sav  tiie  (;.jver:iment  is  per- 
fect: I  do  not  know  of  ary  Government  having 
been  jx-rft'ct  during  mv  L':perioncc  in  politics; 
i)ut  1  ct;rtainly  do  say  tliat  they  Imvo  fairly 
a.hninisLer<-d  the  affairs  of  the  colony  during 
tiie  two  years  tluit  they  Jiavo  been  in  ottice, 
a:id  tiuit,  we  ought  to  take  this  into  considera- 
tion \\hen  wo  arc  debating  a  subject  of  this 
kind,  and  finding  fault  witli  tlieir  administra- 
tion, i  regard  this  proposal  to  borrow  a  million 
and  a  hall  as  an  efiort  at  progress  coupled  w''' 
moderation.     1  rcccgiui:e  that  this  is  a  pc 
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which  the  colony  cannot  at  present  do  without, 
and  for  these  reasons  I  support  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Hou<ic. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.—I  wish  to  moke  a 
few  remarks  on  the  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
and|  in  doing  so,  to  refer  to  the  Financial  State- 
ment, in  wliicli  the  proposed  allocation  of  this 
loan  was  first  brought  under  our  notice.  The 
proposals  made  in  the  Fiuaiicial  Statement 
are  scarcely  given  effect  to  in  the  schedule  of 
this  Bill.    The  Colonial  Treasurer  then  said,— 

**  The  Marlborough-Tophouae  line  will  open 
to  Wellington  the  road  to  the  West  Coast  in  a 
few  hours.  The  railway  between  Greymouth 
and  Hokitika  will  be  proceeded  with  vigorously. 
That  also  must  prove  a  paying  line.  Tlie  Otago 
Central  will  be  continued  rapidly  and  pushed 
on  with  energy.  The  railway  from  Blenheim 
to  Awatere  will  bo  completed." 

These  proposals  are  not  carried  out  in  this 
schedule  ;  and,  while  speaking  on  the  Financial 
Statement,  I  should  like  to  say  this:  that  I 
thmk  we  must  accept  the  statements  therein 
contained  as  conveying  the  deliberate  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  as  regards  the  duration 
of  this  loan.  It  is  there  said,  **  We  look  for- 
ward to  it  [this  loan]  yielding  at  least  two 
years*  provision."  That  is  precisely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressions  of  opinion  given  by 
the  Premier  when  he  visited  Invercargill. 
There  is  one  very  peculiar  expression  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  On  page  7,  speaking  on 
the  question  of  railways,  the  Treasurer  says, 
**  The  increase  in  cxpcnditm-e  is  compensated 
by  the  larger  revenue  expected."  When  we 
look  at  the  Public  Works  Statement  we  see 
where  the  expected  increased  revenue  is  to 
come  from.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
aays,  on  this  point,  "  We  have  always  calculated 
upon  considerable  additions  to  our  receipts 
from  the  extensions  of  the  railways  which  we 
hope  to  have  under  construction  in  a  few 
weeks."  Now,  my  experience  of  rajlway-con- 
etruction  in  that  part  of  the  colony  from  which 
I  come  does  not  give  me  any  hope  that  there 
will  bo  this  increase.  There  are  railways  upon 
which  expenditure  commenced  in  1876,  but  on 
which  at  present  there  is  no  traffic.  They  re- 
main in  exactly  the  same  position  now  as  they 
were  in  in  1884,  and,  as  a  fact,  the  Public 
Works  Statement  this  year  contains  exactly 
the  same  reference  to  them  as  the  Statement 
of  1884.  Seeing  the  manner  in  which  railways 
have  been  allowed  to  remain  unfinished,  it 
is,  I  think,  a  sanguine  view  to  take  to  suppose 
that  this  year  "  there  are  likely  to  be  consider- 
able additions  to  our  receipts  from  the  exten- 
sions of  railway  which  we  hope  to  have  under 
construction  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks." 
There  was  some  allusion  made  to  classifying 
the  railways,  and  I  understood  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  to  say  that  no  classification  had 
-ever  been  made.  But  I  wish  to  say  that  there 
was  a  classification  proposed,  for  I  was  one  of  a 
deputation  of  Southland  members  who  in  1884 
waited  on  the  Tklinister  for  Public  Works  to  ask 
in  what  class  the  Seaward  Bush  Railway  was 
to  be  placed,  for  if  it  was  to  be  classed  as  one 
on  which  the  district  would  have  to  pay  2 
Mr.  J.  McKenzie 


per  cent.  I  should  have  had  to  oppose 
being  proceeded  with  until  I  had  htud  an  ofh 
portunity  of  conferring  with  the  people  in  tkt 
district:  and  we  were  told  it  was  classed  asii 
forest  railway.  Some  remarks  have  also  be^ 
made  during  this  debate  with  regard  to  t^  ^' 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  i 
Hawke's  Bay ;  and  here  I  would  like  tt 
state  that  I  think  that  the  use  made  by  tte 
Government  of  that  resolution  wi^  very  ixm 
generous.  As  a  member  of  a  local  body  I  ha«i 
received  letters  from  Government  departmenli 
constantly,  saying,  '*  In  consequence  of  Captosft 
Russell's  amendment"  this  or  that  could  nol 
be  done.  Now,  I  ask,  who  was  responsible  for 
Captain  Russell's  amendment  ?  Why,  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  an  expression  of  the  will  of 
the  House  accepted  by  the  Government.  Tlit 
Government  accepted  it,  and  gave  effect  to  it; 
and  yet  during  the  recess  they  reiterated  that 
they  were  prevented  from  doing  this  or  that  in 
consequence  of  Captain  Russell's  amendment 
I  say  it  was  not  right  of  them  to  accept  the  mo» 
tion  and  then  to  refer  to  it  as  they  have  dons. 
Now  to  turn  to  the  Public  Works  Statement 
The  North  Island  Trunk  line  is  not  included 
in  the  schedule  to  this  Bill ;  but  I  want  to  say, 
with  regard  to  that,  that  I  am  still  of  ths 
opinion  that  I  have  expressed  formerly,  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  rapidly  acquire 
land  adjacent  to  that  line — that  greater  uigency 
should  be  put  into  the  matter  of  acquiring  land 
than  of  prosecuting  the  work  itself,  but  that, as 
the  land  is  acquired,  the  line  should  be  pro- 
secuted with  increased  vigour.  The  Helens- 
ville  North  and  Woodville-Palmerston  lines 
appear  to  be  the  lines  desei-ving  more  parti- 
cular attention  ac  the  present  time.  In  regard 
to  the  former  the  Minister  says,  in  his  State- 
ment,— 

"  As  was  also  shown  last  year,  there  are  tim- 
bered lands  and  valleys  containing  consider- 
able  areas  of  rich  agricultural  land,  well  fitted 
for  settlement,  throughout  the  proposed  route 
of  this  railway,  and  the  cost  per  mile  would 
not  be  more  than  the  average  of  our  railways 
already  constructed." 

To  my  mind,  the  most  important  line  of  all 
the  lines  now  under  consideration  in  the  North 
Island  is  the  Woodville-Palmerston  line,  and 
for  that  line  I  do  not  think  anything  like 
a  sufficient  amount  has  been  placed  upon  the 
schedule.  The  Woodville-Palmerston  line 
connects  the  East  and  West  Coast  railway 
systems  in  this  Island,  completing  the  con- 
nection between  Taranaki  and  Napier.  The 
honourable  member  who  last  sat  down  said 
that  if  any  member  of  this  House  disapproved 
of  the  scheme  of  the  Government  it  was  his 
duty  to  give  expression  to  his  views,  and  I  may 
say  at  present  that  the  schedule  as  it  appears 
here  might  be  very  materially  improved  In  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  Coming  to  the  South 
Island,  we  have  first  a  work  which  we  have 
already  sanctioned  this  session — the  East  and 
West  Coast  Railway,  about  which  I  have  already 
on  previous  occasions  said  sufficient.  Bat  I 
wish  to  refer  to  a  matter  which  has  occurred 
since  the  passage  of  that  Bill.     I  notice  that 
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the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  reported  to 
have  said,  in  reply  to  a  c^aestion  as  to  whether 
the  Government  would  insist  on  grades  of  not 
less  than  1  in  50,  and  curves  of  not  less  than 
Tl  chains  radius,  that  they  would  insist  on  it. 
How  they  can  do  so  in  face  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  that  have  heen  agreed  to  I  cannot 
conceive;    hut  I  am    veiy  happy  to  observe 
that  the  Government  see  their  way  to   give 
effect  to  this  in  the  case  of  the  Ea.st  and  West 
0)ast  Bailway,  the  more  so  as  during  the  last 
month  there  have  been  two  fatal  accidents 
in  another  colony  happening  from  laxity  in 
this  respect.      In   the  course   of   an  inquest 
held    at    Liaunceston,    on    the    3rd    of    this 
month,  on  the  body  of  John  Bradsliaw,  the 
^mer  of  a   special   train,   the  Engineer -in - 
Chief  deposed  that  he  recognized  the  place 
marked  upon  the  plan  as  tlio  scene  of   the 
late  accident.     That  spot,  as  marked,  was, 
approximately,  the  centre  of    a    curve  of    5 
chains  radius.    On  the  13th  of  this  month  also 
another  accident  occurred  on  the  Tasmanian 
railway,  in  this  case  also  at  a  sharp  curve. 
So  that  it  is  with  considerable  gratification  that 
I  receive  the  assurance  of  the  Government  that 
they  see  their  way  to  remedy  the  provision 
I  have  alluded  to  in  regard  to  the  East  and 
West  Coast    Railway.     Following   the    same 
tobject,  it  is  well  understood  by  members  of 
the  House  that  we  are  giving  to  this  company 
blocks  of  land  at  its  value  as  at  the  signing 
«f  the  contract,  and  consequently  any  public 
money  expended  within  the  land  to  be  given 
to  them  will  be  enhancing  the  valuo  of  the 
laiul  for  their  benefit,  and   at  a  loss  to  the 
colony.      I   am  mentioning  this  because  the 
Loan  Bill,  among  other  railways  on  which  ex- 
penditure is  proposed  to  take  place,  includes 
the  Grcymouth-Hokitika,  which  is  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  within  the  limits  of  the  land 
tbal  may  be  acquired  by  the  company  I  have 
alluded  to ;  and  also  the  two  new  railways  in 
the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill  are  more  or  less 
—one  wholly  and  the  other  partly — under  the 
same  conditions.    My  own  opinion  is  that  we 
shoald  spend  no  money  there  for  railways,  roads, 
mines,  or  any  public  purposes  at  all  in  the  way 
of  works  until  the  company  has  made  a  selec- 
tion of  the  lands  to  be  granted  them.    The 
Ota^o  Central  takes  the  place  in  the  Middle 
Island  that  the  Palmerston-Woodville  takes  in 
the  North  Island  in  regard  to  its  importance. 
The  provision    which    the    Government  have 
Diade  in  this  direction  enables  the  railway  to 
be  carried  through   the  difficult   and  broken 
countiy  and  enter  on  the  lands  fit  for  settle- 
inent ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that,  when 
the  difficult  and  expensive  part  of  the  work 
^l  have  been  completed,  they  had  not  seen 
their  way  to    put   down   a    further   sum    of 
money,   when    the    further    extension    would 
have  been  at  a  very  small  cost  per  mile,  and 
wonld  open  land   fit  for  settlement  on  both 
tides.    I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the  railway 
which  specially  affects  me — the  Toitois  branch 
—has  set  apajrt  for  it  a  sufficient  amount  to 
««ny  it  to  the  first  working  point.    When  that 
^fooDgy  is  expended  I  believe  the  wants  of  this 


portion  of  the  district  will  be  met  for  some 
years.  The  Seaward  Bush  Bailway,  however, 
has  not  been  quite  so  well  treated.  Five  and 
a  half  miles  have  been  opened.  It  has  been 
carried  from  the  Town  of  Invercargill  to  the 
limit  of  the  alienated  land.  It  is  now  entering 
the  Crown  lands  which  extend  for  some  distance 
on  both  sides.  Farther  on  it  emerges  from  the 
bush,  and  would  be  of  considerable  service  to 
the  deferred-payment  and  other  settlers  in  that 
district.  That,  I  take  it,  would  require  about 
another  six  miles  from  the  present  terminus. 
The  amount  put  down  in  the  public  works 
estimates  and  on  the  schedule  of  the  Loan 
Bill  for  this  is  only  sufficient  to  complete  the 
formation  of  another  five  miles,  which  is  not 
of  the  slightest  use,  unless  there  is  suffi- 
cient money  to  complete  the  platelaying  and 
open  the  line.  The  most  objectionable  feature, 
however,  to  my  mind,  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Loan  Bill  is  the  proposal  to  commence  new 
railways,  for  which  there  seems  no  warrant. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  construct  them  through 
agricultural  lands  suitable  for  settlement:  it  is 
not  proposed  to  construct  them  from  anywhere 
to  anywhere  in  particular.  The  position  of 
these  two  new  lines — I  allude  to  the  Blenheim- 
Tophouse  and  the  Westport-Inangahiia,  for 
which  a  sum  of  £175,000  is  set  down—is  that 
they  are  absolutely  useless,  pending  the  com- 
pletion of  a  portion  of  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Kailway,  which,  if  this  scheme  is  ever  carried 
out,  will  form  one  line  itself.  Now,  there 
is  not  a  word  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment to  show  the  probable  traffic  returns,  the 
probable  development  of  settlement,  or  any 
good  or  sufficient  reason  for  the  expenditure  of 
this  money ;  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  expenditure  of  this  £176,000  is  but  the  im- 
mediate vote  which  we  are  asked  to  give  for 
these  works.  The  actual  cost  of  these  works  is 
estimated  by  the  Engineer-in-Chief  at  £710,000. 
It  appears  to  me  that  not  only  are  these  works 
quite  uncalled  for,  but  that  it  is  beyond  argu- 
ment that  their  position  is  absurd.  Until  the 
East  and  W^est  Coast  Kailway  is  completed 
up  to  this  point  there  caimot  oe  a  shadow  of 
ground  for  commencing  or  voting  any  money 
at  all. 

Mr.  KERR. — It  goes  through  the  plain. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.  — It  may  go 
through  a  plain,  but  a  very  narrow  one. 

Mr.  KERR. — Five  or  six  miles. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— The  Blenheim- 
Tophouse  Railway  of  course  starts  from  Blen- 
heim up  the  Wairau  Valley — a  very  rich  valley, 
but  of  limited  extent ;  and,  so  far  ns  my  memory 
serves  me,  the  best  agricultural  land  in  that 
plain  is  within  easy  distance  of  the  present  rail- 
way facilities  at  Blenheim.  I  have  alluded  also 
to  the  fact  that  these  two  lines  are  within  the 
limits — the  one  wholly  and  the  Blenheim-Top- 
house  partly— of  the  lands  granted  for  the  East 
and  West  Coast  Railway.  Now,  I  hold  that  it 
is  extremely  bad  policy,  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  country,  without  some  further  warrant 
than  we  have  in  this  case,  to  think  about  tibdfStmi^ 
ing  new  railways.  We  have  not  the  mea* 
borrow  sufficiently  to  complete  those  w 
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on  hand-  v,'«!  bavo  a  very  Iftrgo  anioimt  of  pub- 
lic) inonry  lying  idlo  iu  untiiiished  works,  from 
ono  ('ud  ()(  tlio  colony  to  the  other;  and  I 
nan  miii  no  reaKon  for  making  this  new  de- 
pibfturo,  and  lulling  tho  colony  into  further  lia- 
olliticH  of  a  t.imilar  nature  to  those  we  have  on 
hand,  witli  tiio  difloronco  that  in  this  case  it 
will  not  dcvoli)])  Kettloment  to  any  great  extent; 
Mui,  wiiatrv.  r  ihero  ruay  bo  said  m  favour  of 
MUrh  linoH  iu  tiie  future,  it  is  quite  time  to 
oonhiilor  that  (|Ui:tilion  when  that  time  arrives. 
Kvrn  tim  ])<-())»U!  of  Blcnlicim,  ko  far  as  I  can 
Judg"  by  wImI  I  have  hranl  in  this  House,  havo 
prliLi<»n<'(l  f'tr  another  niihvay,  and  not  for  this 
one  III  all.  A  |Mt'lii»n  has  hecn  pn-.-^ented  to  this 
lloii  .M  not  for  llio  liLiiht'ini-rophouso  Kail- 
vvuv.  Iml  for  tho  railwuy  hy  the  Kai  Valley.  It 
a])p  ••I'M  that  tho  pt'opif  of  Blinht'im  have  n.)t 
inatli'  up  tlH'ir  nunds  which  tlu y  will  prcftir,  huu 
thi'u'  I'*  u«>  jTitson  fi-r  a>suu\iug  that  thoy  want. 
tho  I'l 'uh.  iui  Topli  ui>t  lino  lo  in'  made.  Ll 
IH  to  l>»«  niiuh'  with  tho  ohjt  ft  of  joinin:^  the 
|''„i  .1  .vti'l  \^■l•^.l  t'oast  lii»o  at  Toplu'uso,  afler  we 
liuM  riM'U  lli(>  t'oMip.it\y  tho  ri  ,hl  of  di\ergi)i«; 
and  nmKitr^  llu'ir  rv»;'.io  owo  which  will  noc  frv> 
U'MM-  T-'ph-'Uso  at  all.  Wo  h;uo  givtn  too 
Mi.ll.unl  Hallway  C'oi.;i>An>  tlie  rl^ht  of  di\iM\- 
\\\)\  .lowu  tho  MoliJtUi.  V.illox,  an  altcir.alivo 
ivnto  up  tho  r.uiu\«^r  a'\d  \\o\\^  Ki\.n>. 

Su   U    sr<H    r       W  herv'il  will  uocr  ;,v>. 

Ml  K^  K.  KU'K  ^.;'>^0^.— h  i..ay  u.  vii  k'^ 
bv  ,m;»'.  I  ll'.  \\  rouio  or  il;..  vT..*^  ;  W\\  s::ll.  r.'i'u 
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their  in  teres  tft  better,  if  wc  put  a  limited  adfi* 
tional  amount  down,  for  this  work  to  cazijfl 
south  of  the  Awatere  River,  and  let  this  laip 
scheme  of  railway — the  Blenheim-Top' 
Railway — alone,  at  any  rate  in  the  meant 
In  view  of  tho  remarks  I  am  maMng,  aod  i 
tho  hope  of  giving  effect  to  them« 
the  Government  will  bo  open  to  accept  i 
able  suggestions,  and  to  consider  how 
matters  affect  the  interests  of  the  cok 
I  am  gou'.g  to  propose  an  amendmffint,  '\ 
I  am  ia  order  in  doing  so,  regarding 
points  on  which  I  have  spoken.  The  azne 
ment  which  I  wish  to  propose  is  this :  To  < 
all  the  words  of  the  question  after  *'That,* 
and  to  insert  tho  following  words  in  lita; 
thereof:  "this  House  will  agree  to  read  tfa|p, 
Bill  a  second  time  so  soon  as  the  schedule  hasj 
been  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  compieting 
or  carrying  to  a  working  point  unfinished  rail- 
ways befoi\3  new  linos  are  commenced.  Tha^ 
therefore,  tho  items  '  Blenheim  -  Tophouse,: 
1GJ,(X)0,'  and  *  Wcbtport-lnangahua,  £63,000,' 
be  struck  out,  and  the  item  *  PermaJient-way, 
sLepcrs,  and  rolling-slock,  £370,000,*  be  re- 
d.:ced  by  tiie  sum  of  £44,0(X),  baing  the  propoc- 
tiv^uate  amount  proposed  to  be  expended  out  oC 
tiiis  item  u^xn  t.ho  aforesaid  lines;  and  thattiis 
jl17o.».\\)  so  t^aved  be  allocated  in  the  follow- 
ii.4  j)rop(  rtions :  (1)  To  the  main  trunk  line* 
iu  :.i:i>v.iie  lionhwarus,  £3o.000  additional; 
t.  I  to  tiu  N.vpi<:r-i\\hncrston  North,  £4o,000ad- 
M  I  «Mi:il ;  (oitT  the  lilcnhcira-Awatere,  £25,0(X> 
.litiv  :•...;;  (M  to  thj  Ota.u^)  Central,  £60,000 
»\:  :.t   --ll  ;   lo)  to  tl.j  Sv.Jkv..ird  Bush,  £10,000 

Mr.    S •■' ' ' A K TV..  —  A   pvneral   resolution  of 

::..>  u.::  I.  •J:.>iy   .  v-r^  of  certain  expenditure 

:  r     .^^.,»  "-■'.  I...    L    .',  ».:.vi  suggesting  cxpcndi- 

,    : ■   V-.  V  ...>r  V.U.1-'  v.^:.:,  uppears  to  me  to  bft 
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Sir  R  STOUT.— Then   it   would    mean 
nothing. 

Mr.  DAKGAVILLE.— Although   I  rise  for 
the  poipose  of  formally  seconding  this  amend- 
\  jnant,  I  do  not  wish  to  disguise  for  a  moment 
I  mj  opinion  that  the  object  of  it  is  simply  to 
;  difintegrate  parties,  to  extend  this  debate  for  a 
;  fow  days  longer,  and  to  give  certain  gentlemen 
1  an  opportonity  of  again  airing  their  eloquence 
:  before   the  House    and   before    the   country. 
With  reference  to  the  debate  proper,  if  I  may 
ID  call  it,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  say  a  few 
words  before  it  comes  to  a  conclusion.    The 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  who  replied 
m  the  first  instance  on  behalf  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  the  motion  that  this  Bill  should  be 
lead  a  second  time,  was  so  fully  and  so  ably 
•oswered  by  the  Native  Minister  that  I  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  add  much  in  that  direction. 
:  I  should  like,  however,  to  remark  very  briefly 
apon  two  points  which  form  the  gravamen  of 
the  charge  which  that  honourable  gentleman 
jnade  against  the  Government.      In  the  first 
instance   be   charged  the    Government   with 
laving  broken  down  absolutely  in  their  ad- 
aunisiration.     '*  Hear,  hear,"  the  honourable 
nernber  for  Geraldine  says.   I  ask  that  honour- 
able member,  and  I  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara,  whom  I  believe   to  be   an 
bonest  and  straightforward  man — I  ask  him 
whether  ho  means  to  say  that  the   adminis- 
tntion  of  Native  affairs  by  his  successor  has 
bzoken  down  or  has  been  a  failure.    I  ask  him 
Ib&t  question.     He  is  too  honest  to  answer  me 
in  the  negative.    That  honourable  gentleman, 
Ikt  member  for  Waitotara,  found  it  necessary 
to  keep  five  or  six  hundred  armed  men  on  the 
west  coast  of  this  Island,  to  employ  coercion 
and  terrorism,  and  to  invoke  special  legislation 
ksm  this  Parliament  in  order  to  maintain  the 
peace  there.    In  fact,  so  resolute  was  he  upon 
Mserting  his  own  opinions  upon  this  question, 
•ad  dominatiii^r  his  colleagues,   that  he   ac- 
taally  resigned  office  at  one  time  because  ho 
aould  not  at  first  get  a  majority  of  the  Cabinet 
toj^grec  with  liim.     That  was  tlie  policy  which 
be  claims  to  have  been  a  success  —  coercion 
'amd  special  legislation.    Then,  my  honourable 
fiiend  the  Native  Minister  appears   upon  the 
acene;    and    what    is    his    policy?      Having 
•sactly  the  sajnc  difficulties  as  his  predecessor 
bad  to  deal  with,  his  policy  was  forbearance, 
justice,  reliance  upon  the  ordinary  laws  of  the 
colony.    I  ask  you.  Sir — I  ask  every  member 
if  this  House — to  say  honostly  and  truly  which 
administration  has  been  the  more  successful. 
Biere  is  no  question  about  it.    Notwithstand- 
ing the  dire  forebodings  with  which  the  lionour- 
.thle  members  for  Waitotara  and  Egmont  tried 
|at  the  time  to  fill  the  public  mind,  the  Native 
Minister  withdrew  the  armed  forces;   and  it 
[eannot  be  denied  that  the  results  of  my  honour- 
jable  friend's    policy    fully  and   triumphantly 
Ifindieate  him    against   the  aspersions  of  the 
ilonourable    member    for   Waitotara.     Then, 
0B  other   point  upon  which  the  honourable 
Jiember  for  Waitotara  appeared  to  lay  great 
\tkeas  was  that  this  Government  departed  from 
jibe  previous  practice,  and  purchased  Native 


lands  under  a  system  of  acreage  commission, 
instead,  I  presume,  of  pa3'ing  agents  salaries. 
When  that  honourable  gentleman  read  to  this  • 
House  the  amounts  of  commissions  paid  to^ 
the  agents  formerly  employed  in  that  way,  why 
did  he  not  follow  it  up  and  state  also  the 
areas  of  the  various  blocks  that  were  pur- 
chased, the  prices  paid  for  them,  and  then^ 
on  the  other  hand,  state  the  present  actual 
values  of  those  blocks?  Had  he  done  so,  I 
venture  to  assert  that  it  would  be  found  that, 
the  colony  had  been  a  very  large  gainer  by 
those  operations.  What  has  been  the  result  of 
the  operations  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  imder  his  system  of  purchasing 
Native  lands  ?  As  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
they  proceeded  at  a  snail's  pace;  and,  if  the 
construction  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Rail- 
way had  dependerl  upon  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's exertions  in  the  way  of  acquiring  land, 
the  youngest  men  in  this  House  would  have 
been  octogenarians  before  the  line  would  hav* 
been  completed.  If  salaried  officers  are  em- 
ployed for  work  of  this  kind,  their  interest  lies 
in  what  direction?  Dilatorincss.  These  gentle- 
men aro  only  human,  and  so  far  as  they  are 
human  and  not  divine  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  their  interests  will  lie  in  the  direc- 
tion of  spinning  out  these  negotiations  for  an 
indefmito  time,  because  the  duration  of  their 
appointments  dopends  upon  the  time  taken  to 
complete  certain  transactions.  I  say,  there- 
fore, that  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara, so  far  as  my  honourable  friend  the 
Native  Minister  is  concerned,  has  not  made 
out  his  case.  The  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  lias  of  late  attained  to  very  great 
popularity — and  deservedly  so— in  this  colony  ; 
but  it  has  been  attained  by  means  altogether 
apart  from  his  })olitical  career :  and  I  regret 
that  his  party  liavo  seen  fit,  I  was  ^oing  to  say, 
to  utilize  him,  and  make  a  stalking-horse  of 
him,  to  enable  thcni  to  recover  to  some  extent 
the  popular  favour  which  thoy  have  lost 
through  their  maladminiytnition  in  the  past. 
The  attempt,  however,  has  not  been  a  success. 
So  much  for  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara. 1  had  intended  to  do  myself  the 
honour  to  crilieiso  tiio  very  brilliant  and  able 
speech  of  the  honourable  memlier  for  Mount 
Ida  ;  but  that  has  been  so  very  well  done  by 
the  honoural)le  member  for  Moeraki  that  I 
hesitate  to  entur  upon  such  a  cuun^e.  Ho 
declares  tliafc  there  sliall  be  no  more  borrow- 
ing. He  says  tiiat,  if  tho  colony  is  to  recover 
there  mu.«t  bo  no  more  borrowing.  Ho,  the 
disciple  and  adherent  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer— he,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was 
elected  by  his;  coii.-^lituents  for  tiie  expre'^s  pur- 
pose of  suppcrLuig  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
the  policy  which  lie  ennnciated  to  the  colony 
— nov/  declares  that  there  must  be  no  more 
borrowing;  and, further  than  tiiat,  that  byiioxt 
session,  ai  all  events,  there  must  be  now  blood 
and  new  ideas  infused  into  the  IMinistry.  New 
ideas  !  Of  course  those  new  ideas  aro  tho  ideas 
of  the  honourable  member  himself? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— New  ideas  of 
borrowing. 


188 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bill, 


[July  26 


Mr.  DAEGAVILLE.— Well,  that  is  an  ex- 
planation. I  leave  it  to  honourable  members 
to  accept  or  reject  that  as  the  explanation  of 
what  was  in  the  honourable  member's  mind 
when  he  said  the  Ministry  must  have  new 
ideas  next  session.  The  inference  is  that  un- 
less the  Ministry  have  these  new  ideas  he  is 
not  going  to  support  them.  He  has  performed 
that  extraordinary  acrobatic  feat  which  very 
few  people  are  able  to  do — that  is,  in  one 
session  he  has  absolutely  turned  his  back 
upon  himself.  Notwithstajiding  the  extremely 
modest  and  suggestive  manner  in  which  he 
alleged  that  these  new  ideas  must  be  infused 
into  the  Ministry,  he  led  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  ho  is  willing  to  rise,  quoting  his  own 
poetry, — 

on  stepping-stone 

Of  his  dead  self  to  higher  things. 

The  higher  things,  in  this  case,  obviously  mean 
the  things  appertaining  to  a  portfolio  on  the 
Ministerial  benches.  I  am  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay  is  not  in  his 
place,  because  I  had  intended  to  notice  briefly 
his  speech.  He  condemns  borrowing.  He  is 
80  far  consistent — he  has  always  condemned 
Dorrowing  so  far  as  I  remember :  but  on  this 
occasion  he  condemns  borrowing  except  so  far 
as  the  Napier-Woodville  lino  is  concerned; 
and  the  Gorge  line  is  also  an  exceptional  case. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  in  fact,  is  ready  to 
sacrifice  every  other  part  of  the  colony  except 
his  own  neighbourhood.  I  will,  however,  do 
him  the  justice  to  say  that  it  is  seldom  indeed 
that  he  is  so  entirely  illogical  and  inconsistent 
as  he  has  been  in  his  speech  on  this  occasion. 
And  now  with  trepidation  I  come  to  consider 
the  powerful  speech,  as  it  has  been  called,  of 
the  honourable  member  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position (Major  Atkinson).  I  am  sorry  the 
nonourable  gentleman  is  not  in  his  place.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  should  be  absent  on  the  occasion 
of  debates  like  the  present.  He  should  be 
here  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  his  party, 
and,  if  he  thinks  it  worth  while,  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  want  for  a  moment  to  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  shown  the 
white  feather ;  because  there  is  one  charac- 
teristic of  that  honourable  gentleman  I  have 
always  admired,  and  that  is  his  fighting  quality. 
His  absence  will  to  a  very  large  extent  qualify 
what  I  have  to  say  about  him  and  his  speech, 
because  I  do  not  like,  even  in  this  Assembly, 
to  reflect  upon  any  honourable  gentleman 
when  he  is  not  face  to  face  with  me.  It  has 
never  been  my  fortune  to  meet  an  honour- 
able gentleman  who  possesses  in  a  greater 
degree  than  he  the  gift  of  making  *'  the  worse 
appear  the  better  reason."  No  wizard,  no 
magician,  can  so  ably  or  readily  confuse  and 
bewilder  his  audience  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  when  he  chooses  to  plunge 
into  a  labyrinth  of  figures.  Whenever  I 
listen  to  the  honourable  gentleman  on  such 
occasions  as  that  on  which  he  made  his  recent 
speech  I  am  reminded  of  a  story  that  I 
heard  in  my  early  days  of  a  boy  who  went 
into  a  shop  in  London  to  buy  a  tart.     The 


confectioner  moved  over  the  tart  to  the  boy, 
who  took  it.  After  a  moment's  hesitatkn 
he  returned  it,  saying,  "  I  do  not  want  that 
tart.  Give  me  a  caJce."  The  confectioner  gavi 
him  a  cake,  which  he  ate,  and  presently  begn 
to  retire.  The  confectioner  said,  "  Hallo,  mf 
boy !  you  have  not  paid  me  for  that  cake." 
"  Pay  you  for  the  cake  I  '*  said  the  boy, "  Why, 
I  gave  you  a  tart  for  it."  "  Well,  yon  ymsg 
ruffian,"  said  the  confectioner,  "  pay  me  im 
the  tart."  **Pay  you  for  the  tart!"  said  Uie 
boy ;  ♦*  That's  a  good  'un  I  Didn't  I  give  it  bftflk 
to  you  1 "  And,  while  the  confectioner  vu 
left  bewildered  as  to  the  rights  and  wroopi 
of  the  case,  the  boy  walked  off  without  pay>^ 
ing.  That  boy  is  said  subsequently  to  hwi 
emigrated  to  the  colonies,  and  I  believe  he 
became  a  member  of  Parliament  and  a  finuh 
cier.  I  listened  to  the  honourable  memhci 
for  Egmont  attentively,  and  I  was  at  a  !<«.; 
to  gather  what  his  own  views  and  opimooi; 
were  as  to  what  ought  or  what  ought  not  to ! 
be  done  in  the  present  juncture  of  affairs.  Hj 
one  time  it  appeared  to  me  that  he  proved  io^ 
contestably  that  the  Government  were  notpnKj 
posing  to  borrow  enough  money,  and  a  litfltl 
later  it  appeared  to  me  that  his  allegation  nm] 
that  they  were  about  to  rush  into  recUev 
extravagance.  There  was  a  sort  of  refrain^ 
liowever,  which  was  heard  occasionally  in  tiK 
burden  of  his  song,  and  it  was  this:  "Wt 
must  taper  off  borrowing."  The  honouiaUi 
gentleman  is  now  out  of  office,  and  we  mul 
taper  off.  Perhaps  when  the  honouraUt 
gentleman  comes  back  to  the  Treasury  benchU 
it  will  be  time  to  '* taper  on"  again,  it! 
such  an  expression  may  be  used.  V^beA  di£ 
the  honourable  gentleman  do  in  the  ^my  fli 
tapering  off  during  the  four  or  five  years  ht 
was  in  office?  His  predecessors — the  Gm| 
Ministry  —  during  the  year  1878-79  expendA 
a  million  and  a  half  on  public  works.  ThA 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  came  intft 
office,  and  in  the  year  1879-80  spent  a  mi^ 
lion  and  three-quarters ;  and  in  the  followiq| 
year — 1880-81 — he  spent  on  public  works  M 
less  than  £1,960,000.  I  have  his  own  Finok 
cial  Statement  and  the  Appendices  to  tli 
Journals  of  those  years  here  at  my  hand  k. 
order  to  confirm  my  statements,  if  they  in 
doubted  or  contradicted.  The  average  flO^ 
penditure  of  his  Government  during  the  fii9 
years  it  was  in  office  amounted  to  no  less  th^ 
a  million  and  a  half  a  year.  And  this  was  It 
prosperous  times,  when  such  expenditure  vtf 
not  absolutely  necessary,  when  it  was  not  d^ 
manded,  as  I  say  it  is  now  by  the  exceptian 
circumstances  in  which  the  colony  is  plaoe^ 
It  was  expended  in  prosperous  times,  and ' 
the  most  part  on  unproductive  works.  I 
*'  unproductive,"  except  in  so  far  as  it 
productive  of  very  large  support  being 
in  this  House  to  the  honourable  geni 
and  his  Government,  and  of  the  very 
tenure  of  office  which  they  enjoyed, 
was  the  product — and  the  most  sal 
product,  I  venture  to  say,  so  far  as 
honourable  gentleman's  feelings  are  com 
— of  his  large  etxpendituze  during  five  yetfC 
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Bat  the  hononzable  gentleman  objects  to  this 
IGnistzy,  not  merely  because  they  do  not 
l^ei  ofi  as  he  reqoires  that  they  should,  but 
be  objects  to  their  changes  of  front.  The 
diftDges  of  front  of  which  he  accused  the  pre- 
iBnt  Government  were  made  a  strong  point, 
iriiich  he  ahnost  gloated  upon.  But  what 
VBTO  the  changes  of  front  of  himself  and  his 
colleagues?  Why,  they  were  so  numerous,  so 
ndden,  and  so  extraordinary  that  they  ro- 
fonbled  phantasmagoria  before  the  eyes  of 
knouiable  members  and  the  country.  What, 
2  ask,  has  become  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
Ban's  national  compulsory  provident  insurance 
-feheme,  by  which  he  was  going  to  reform  the 
iriwle  social  fabric  —  that  great  scheme  by 
iriiich  the  poor  were  to  be  forced  to  contribute 
In  times  as  much  as  tiie  rich  towards  the 
ibntable  aid  of  the  colony?  What  has  become 
cf  that?  Where  has  it  gone  ?  Echo  answers, 
*  Where?"  It  has  vanished.  Where  is  the 
Bill  which  he  told  us  he  was  determined  to 
Insg  in  in  1883  to  tax  the  lands  benefited  by 
fte  making  of  railways  ?  Where  is  that  Bill  ? 
lofao  answers,  "  Where  ?  "  The  honourable 
intleman  found  that  the  large  landholders 
Vfao  were  to  be  taxed  by  this  proposal  were 
mnse  to  it.  They  were  his  chief  supporters, 
lad  he  found  it  expedient  to  drop  that  mea- 
jme.  He  dropped  it.  It  is  gone.  Do  the 
Bembers  of  this  House  forget  the  Local  In- 
iMiibed  Stock  Act  of  1882,  which  the  honour- 
|iUe  member  for  Egmont  inveigled — if  that  is 
Ift  parliamentary  term — this  House  into  pass- 
It^  apon  his  representation  that  a  quarter  of 
i  million  of  5-per-cent.  debentures  were  to  be 
lold  only  amongst  the  economical  and  in- 
intnal  classes  of  this  country,  to  encourage 
Imft  and  to  encourage  them  to  save  their 
lej  ?  I  wonder  what  explanation  the  honour- 
)  gentleman  has  ever  been  able  to  give  of 
change  of  front  in  respect  of  that  Act. 
'  was  that  change?  As  soon  as  it  was 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  colony  his 
the  financiers  and  bankers  intimated 
him  that  it  would  never  do,  that  it  would 
'ae  with  their  deposits  and  their  opera- 
— ,  and  that  he  must  get  out  of  it  the  best 
Wj  he  could ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
lot  only  abstained  from  giving  effect  to  the 
lirt,  but  he  went  further  than  that.  He 
not  come  to  this  House  and  say*  **  I 
that  this  Act  is  impracticable,  that  it  will 
rfere  with  the  commercial  transactions  of 
country,  and  I  ask  the  House  to  repeal  it." 
:  he  quietly,  secretly,  and  without  any  pro- 
lation  in  the  Gazette,  as  was  required  by 
Act,  without  any  intimation  to  the  House 
to  the  country  as  to  what  he  was  about  to 
»— privately  and  secretly,  I  say,  sold  the  whole 
Barter-million  of  these  debentures,  and  ap- 
Bed  the  proceeds  to  public  works  in  the  dis- 
lieta  of  £ds  supporters  —  a  trick  of  financial 
getdemain  such  as  cannot  be  surpassed. 
Hiae  are  his  proposals  with  reference  to 
Bosions,  which  at  one  time  he  said  were 
bsoltttely  necessary  in  order  to  have  effi- 
iency  in  the  Civil  Service  ?  Where  is  the 
Svil  Service  Reform  Bill    itself,   which,  as 


the  honourable  member  for  Moeraki  has  just 
said,  he  intended  to  introduce  in  this  House  ? 
Where  are  his  schemes  of  retrenchment? 
Where  is  his  plan  for  denominational  education^ 
which  occasionally,  and  at  convenient  inter- 
vals, he  tells  his  constituents  is  a  matter  that 
is  very  near  and  dear  to  his  heart?  Where  are 
all  these  ?  Changed.  Abandoned.  Vanished. 
And  I  say  that  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
former  colleagues  should  be  the  last  in  this 
House  to  twit  any  Government  with  a  change 
of  front.  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  the  front 
Opposition  benches  full,  and  I  see  on  them  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  and  next  to 
him,  leaning  over  him  in  friendly  communion, 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  WeU, 
when  I  look  back  a  short  year  or  two,  when 
I  remember  what  the  relations  of  those  two 
honourable  gentlemen  were  towards  one  another 
in  politics,  when  I  remember  a  certain  news- 
paper published  in  Timaru,  which  I  used  to 
recbd  with  amusement  in  the  far  North,  and 
wondered  at  the  ability  which  could  invent 
such  scathing  invective  as  that  with  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  in  those 
days  lashed  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont —  when  I  think  of  these  things,  and 
now  see  the  affection,  the  friendship,  and  tho 
confidential  intercourse  between  these  two 
honourable  gentlemen,  I  say  that  as  professing 
Christians  it  is  extremely  creditable  to  them, 
but  as  politicians  it  would  be  interesting  if 
they  would  give  some  explanation.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  who  is  the 
apostle  of  abolition  of  the  provinces,  sits  next 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine,  who 
was  the  champion  of  Provincialism ;  and  nezi 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  is  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  who  retired 
from  the  Ministry  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men in  1880,  because  his  colleagues  would  not 
allow  him  to  march  five  or  six  hundred  armed 
men  into  Parihaka  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
country.  Then  Te  Whiti  said  he  would  plough 
the  land,  "the  potato  is  cooked,"  the  fences 
should  be  pulled  down;  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine,  who  had  taken  the  port- 
folio of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara,. 
lost  heart  and  gave  it  back  to  him  again,  the 
Ministry  agreeing  that  he  might  have,  not  five 
hundred  men,  but  a  thousand,  if  necessary,  to 
relieve  them  of  the  responsibility.  I  refer  to 
these  things  to  point  out  the  absurdity  and 
the  inconsistency  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  Opposition  benches  now  accusing  my 
honourable  friends  on  the  Government  benches 
of  changes  of  front,  and  saying  that,  because- 
they  may  not  happen  to  be  perfectly  agreed 
on  any  given  point  of  policy,  therefore  they 
are  not  fit  to  occupy  their  present  position.  If 
those  honourable  gentlemen  in  their  criticisms 
of  the  present  Government  were  to  appeal  more 
to  our  reason,  if  they  were  more  fair,  more  just, 
and  even  more  generous,  and  if  they  showed 
less  vindictiveness  and  selfishness,  chey  would 
not  by  such  means  render  any  further  distant 
the  time  when  this  House  may  again  see  fit  to 
intrust  them  with  the  governmental  authority. 
Now  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  Government,. 
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if  I  may  be  pcnnittcd ;  and  it  is  this :  I  am 
not  entirely  satisfied  with  their  proposals.  I 
-am  at  variance  with  tlio  proposal  to  take 
£100,000  out  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Line 
Million  Loan  to  purchase  Native  land ;  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  those  lands,  even  when  pur- 
chased, could  be  utilized  in  time  to  allow  of 
their  proceeds  being  available  for  the  purpose  of 
the  construction  of  the  line.  When  the  Bill  is 
in  Committee  I  shall  oppose  that  part  of  the 
schedule,  and,  if  necessary,  divide  the  Commit- 
tee against  the  Government  upon  it.  Then,  as 
to  school-buildings,  too,  there  is  something  as 
yet  unexplained ;  and  probably  when  the  Pre- 
mier or  the  Treasurer  replies  to  the  speeches 
that  have  been  made  on  this  subject  ho  may 
point  out  how  they  are  to  bo  provided  for.  I 
entirely  object  to  these  buildings  being  pro- 
vided by  the  local  bodies.  These  buildings  are 
there  for  a  generation,  or  two  generations,  and 
it  is  not  fair  that  the  burden  of  the  cost  of 
erecting  them  should  be  placed  on  the  persons 
who  happen  to  bo  using  them  now,  and  whose 
children  may  only  benefit  from  them  for  the 
next  two  or  three  years.  I  say  it  is  a  pur- 
pose to  which  borrowed  money  may  properly 
be  applied,  and  I  hope  the  Premier  will  show 
us  that  by  some  amended  proposals  provision 
will  be  made  for  school -buildings  through- 
out the  colony.  I  have  also  to  say  that  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  inadequate  provision 
which  is  made  for  the  extension  of  the  North 
■Auckland  Railway.  While  I  say  this,  I  wish,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  give  every  credit  to  the 
present  Government  for  their  action  in  the 
matter.  They  are  the  first  to  recognize  the 
rights  and  the  claims  of  the  people  in  the  far 
North,  who  have  been  neglected  for  so  many 
years  past.  During  the  five  yeai*s  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  represented  the  Go- 
Temment  in  this  House,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  proceeds  of  the  Five-million  Loan 
came  under  his  disposal,  and  not  only  the 
Five-million  Loan,  but  two  millions  out  of  the 
'Three-million  Loan  that  we  borrowed  under 
the  Three-million  Loan  Act  of  1882 — notwith- 
standing that  fact,  during  the  whole  of  those 
five  years  not  one  single  shilling  was  allocated 
towards  the  construction  of  that  line.  It  is 
true  that  certain  general  surveys  were  made 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  kind  of  country  the 
line  would  run  through ;  but,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  who  represented  the  two  districts 
that  would  be  most  benefited  by  this  expendi- 
ture, were  staunch  and  unwavering  supporters 
of  the  Atkinson  Ministiy  during  all  those  years, 
not  one  single  shilling  was  ever  voted  by  them 
for  that  purpose.  The  present  Government, 
when  they  came  into  office  two  years  ago,  pro- 
posed that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  expended 
in  commencing  this  line.  But  what  hap- 
pened ?  A  member  of  the  last  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment, the  honourable  member  forHawke's 
Bay,  proposed  a  resolution,  by  which  even  that 
small  and  tardy  recognition  of  the  just  claims 
of  these  ill-used  peox'le  north  of  Auckland  was 
rendered  useless  ani  was  swept  away.  I  say 
Mr.  Dargavillc 


therefore  I  thank  the  present  Government  for 
their  recognition  of  the  claims  of  these  peoplfl^ 
and  I  rely  upon  them  to  go  into  this  rsaHat 
in  an  earnest  manner  and  to  prosecute  fti 
work.     In  addition  to  that,  the  oxtension  cf 
the  Otago  Central  line  should  be  gone  on  ^tii. 
I  say  those  are  the  two  lines  which  have  tfat 
chief  claims  upon  this  or  any  Government; 
and  I  say,  further,  if  it  becomes  necessary  to 
provide  money  for  the  purchase  of  Native  Iflods 
in  the  North  Islajid,  if  it  becomes  necessaiy 
in  order  to  provide  funds  for  the  erection  i 
school-buildings  throughout  the  colony,  and  if 
it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  funds  for  thi 
extension  of  the  Otago  Central  line  to  a  paying 
point  at  the  Taieri  Lake,  and  for  the  extai* : 
sion  of  the  Helens ville  line  northwards— ii, 
for   these    purposes,  it  will    be  necessary  ta 
borrow  a  further  sum  next  year,  why  shonU 
it    not    be    borrowed?      What  objection  hw| 
been  pointed  out  ?    I  regret  that  the  Premiar  ; 
has   been   at  one   stage    of    this  debate  en- 
trapped, as  it  were,  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
tion  into  a  statement  that  under  no  circum- 
stances whatever  would  he  borrow  any  fnrthat 
amount  next  year.    I  was  sorry  to  hear  that» . 
because  I  believe  his  duty  to  the  colony  wiH: 
demand  of  him  that  he  shall  propose  a  for-i 
ther  loan  of,  say,  a  million  next  year.    latik^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  how  he  is  going  to' 
purchase  Native  lands  if,  as  I  hope  and  lie>; 
lieve,  the  £100,000  which  he  proposes  to  taki 
from    the  North  Island  Trunk   Loan  is  not! 
made  available  for  the  purpose.    Is  he  going  to! 
suspend  operations  in  the  purchase  of  NatRti 
lands?    If  not,  he  must  provide  funds  for  tin i 
purpose.    I  ask  him  also  how  he  is  going  to! 
provide  for  school-buildings.    That  has  notbeeBj 
made  to  appear  anywhere  to  this  House  yet; 
I  say,  also,  with  regard  to  the  Otago  C^tal; 
extension  and  the  North  Auckland  extensioQil 
that  the  Government  must  provide  funds  &f | 
those  purposes.     I  say,  as  I  have  said  befoit 
in  this  House,  that  it  is  not  in  times  of  deprtt-i 
sion  that  we  should  diminish  our  expenditas^ 
on  public  works.    It  is  in  times  of  prosperi^ 
that  the  colony  can  afford  that :  when  priwSI| 
enterprise  is  on  foot,  when  money  ia  abundai4| 
when  the  Customs  revenue  is  elastic,  and  who. 
there  is  prosperity   among  the  community— 
then  is  the  time  when  we  con  taper  off  our 
expenditure  on  public  works  without  inflicting: 
any  injury   on   the   community.    But  a  tim»; 
of  depression  and  stagnation,  when  hundredii 
I  might  almost  say  thousands,  of  persons  ait^ 
unable  to  find  employment — that  ia  not  the  timt 
when  the  Government  should  diminish  expettii 
diture  on  public  works.    I  hope  that,  when  ^ 
Premier  rises  to  reply  to  the  speeches  wh^ 
have  been  made  against  his  Administration,  M 
will  qualify  the  reply  he  gave  to  the  leader^ 
the  Opposition ;  because  I  can  see  very  cleam 
that,  xmless  serious  injury  is  to  be  inflicted  m 
the  community,  and  unless  their  interests  aii 
to  be  sacrificed  to  a  pledge  hastily  given— « I 
understood  it  to  be — it  will  be  absolutely  noc«i| 
sary  for  the  honourable  gentleman  during  nan 
session  to  ask  for  a  further  moderate  loan. 
Dr.  NEWMAN.  — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sial 
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ifaat  those  of  qs  who  have  been  in  Parliament 
iozing  the  last  few  years  must  have  been 
iBmsed  by  the  lecture  which  the  honourable 
■intleman  who  has  just  sat  down  gave  to  the 
tooorable  member  for  Egmont.  He  talked 
aoDt  the  phantasmagorial  changes  of  the 
KDOorable  member  for  Egmont.  I  have  had 
fee  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  for  two 
p$n,  and  if  I  were  asked  which  member 
tf  the  House  was  most  distinguished  above 
ftk  others  for  phantasmagorial  changes  I 
jloald  at  once  point  to  the  honourable  gentlc- 

fewho  has  thought  it  right  to  lecture  the 
r  of  the  Opposition.    Last  year  the  Go- 
ent  whips  never  knew  for  a  moment  on 
side  the  honourable  gentleman  was  going 
bvoto;  but  towards  the  close  of  the  session 
ma  was  passed  a  certain  Act,  and  ever  since 
pat  favouring  gale  blew  from  the  Government 
iBidics  towards  the  honourable  gentleman  his 
l^itical  vane  has  kept  steadily  towards  them, 
pdi  will  keep  steadily  to  the  end  of  this  ses- 
iaa.   To  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  lec- 
fK  on  the   subject  of  inconsistency  was   to 
iftke  one  think  of    the  arch-fiend  lecturing 
lisstthe  iniquity  of  sin.    Can  any  one  tell, 
litoagh  the  honourable  gentleman  is  support- 
tho  Government  this  session,  and  will,  no 
iMibl,  continue  to  support  them  till  its  close, 
b&t  he  will  do   next  session  or  the  session 
fter?    At  all  events,  the  honourable  member 
Egmont  has  been  honourably  in  opposition 
the  last  two  years — he  has  been  consistent 
I  lus  opposition  ;  but  the  honourable  member 
Aackland  West  has  been  everywhere.    In 
I7  opinion  it  is  well  that  we  should  not  hear 
kh  speeches.      I    remember  hearing,   from 
Soder  gallery,   a  speech  of    the  honourable 
BDtlemfin's  characterized  as  something  akin 
kftthsomc  slime.    The  term  was  allowed  to 
H  then,  and  I  suppose  it  is  parliamentary, 
i  speech  to-night,  J.  am  happy  to  say,  was 
milder  and  better.     I  believe  that  some  of 
!  speeches  which  have  been  delivered  have 
t  Deen  creditable ;  and  in  what  I  have  to  say 
the  Public  Works  Statement  and  this  Loan 
BO  I  shall  steer  clear  of  any  such  attacks  on 
k  Ministry.     I  could  not  help  thinking,  as 
hb  debate  rolled  along  from  day  to  day,  that, 

P»ll,  some  lines  written  long  ago  describe 
mneh  that  has  been  said  here, — 
It  is  the  jjyso  nowadays 
r»  Of  6OIU0  janjjling  jayes 

£  To  try  to  discomiuond 

What  they  carmot  amend. 

ttaefoiB  I  was  glad  when  the  honourable 
'sjnlJer  for  Mataura  got  up  with  such  a  useful 
■>8n^ent.  The  Premier  is  a  man  for  whose 
Hdom  I  have  so  much  respect  that  I  am  sure, 
f^  he  reads  this  amendment,  he  will  see  the 
J^  of  it.  If  he  had  known  it  as  long  as  I  have, 
b  would  have  seen  hour  by  hour  fresh  merits 
fcii  The  more  it  is  studied  the  more  merit 
•fi  be  discovered  in  it,  and  I  venture  to  hope 
^  it  will  bo  carried.  We  have  heard  a  great 
jttlduiing  this  debate  about  what  the  Colonial 
g^prsr  said  at  one  place,  and  what  the 
•^^er  said  at  another ;  but,  after  all,  one 
tt»Iy  look  on  such  things  as  what  the  French 


call  ballons  d'essai.  They  are  political  balloons, 
and  they  are  very  useful  in  their  way.  One 
member  of  the  Ministry  says,  "  It  is  necessary 
to  borrow  to  a  large  extent ;  "  and  then,  when 
he  finds  that  will  not  go  down,  the  balloon 
bursts,  and  it  is  easy  for  another  Minister  to 
say,  at  Invercargill  or  some  other  place,  that 
they  will  only  propose  borrowing  to  a  moderate 
extent :  and  so  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  are  ascertained.  After  all,  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  very  aptly 
described  the  position  of  this  or  any  other  Go- 
vernment— that  it  is  politic  to  see  how  the  cat 
jumps.  In  old  days,  m  the  medical  profession, 
they  had  what  was  called  "  expectant  treat- 
ment." This  was  very  simple.  Wlien  they  did 
not  know  what  disease  the  patient  was  suffer- 
ing from,  the  doctors  used  to  say  they  would 
give  some  expectant  medicine ;  and  the  patients 
did  not  know  what  that  was.  It  really  meant 
this  on  the  part  of  the  doctors:  "We  do  not 
know  what  is  the  matter  with  the  patient,  and 
we  will  wait  and  see  what  it  turns  out."  And 
not  only  this  profession,  but  every  other  will  do 
the  same  thing.  The  only  question  of  interest 
is  to  see  during  the  recess  which  balloon  will 
burst,  and  which  will  float  the  Government 
through  the  session.  There  was  one  part  of 
the  Public  Works  Statement  which  I  could  not 
help  thinking  was  put  in  for  my  special  benefit. 
During  this  session  I  divided  the  House  on  the 
question  of  giving  contracts  to  Natives  alone ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  evidence  afforded 
by  the  Public  Works  Statement  shows  clearly 
that  my  contention  was  a  just  one.  The 
Maoris  cannot  take  contracts  at  as  low  a  rate 
as  Europeans.  And  in  this  \cry  Statement  we 
are  told  that  the  Natives  demanded  excessive 
rates,  and  that  when  they  did  the  contracts 
were  advertised  and  let  by  public  tender.  I 
venture  to  say  that  to  give  Natives  employ- 
ment at  8s.  and  8s.  Cd.  a  day  for  work  which 
Europeans  are  not  allowed  to  do  is  altogether 
improper  and  unjust.  While  Europeans  in 
Dunedin,  Auckland,  Christchurch,  and  other 
places  are  unable  to  get  work,  and,  if  they  are 
employed,  are  only  given  4s.  or  4s.  Gd.  a 
day,  it  is  not  a  pleasant  thing  to  know  that 
Maori  landlords  are  being  given  an  exclusive 
right  to  earn  8s.  a  day ;  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  if  the  people  of  this  colony  knew  that 
thousands  of  pounds  of  public  money  are  being 
at  this  moment  put  into  the  hands  of  these 
Maori  landlords,  who  hold  largo  trixcts  of  lands 
which  they  might,  but  will  not,  cultivate,  while 
at  the  same  time  numbci*s  of  our  own  people 
are  out  of  work,  the  colony  would  strongly 
object  to  the  continuance  of  such  a  state  of 
things.  And  while  I  am  on  this  question  I 
would  like  to  say  a  fow  words  ou  the  question 
of  immigration.  No  one  believes  more  strongly 
than  I  do  in  the  advantages  of  obtaining  a 
stream  of  immigrants  for  this  country  :  but  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  class  of  imm-pnuits  wn  \r.ul 
poured  into  this  colony  a  few  ycrj>j  ago — immi- 
grants entirely  of  one  class,  that  is  to  say,  those 
who  are  wage-earners :  and  I  say  that  for  us  to 
spend,  as  wc  did  the  year  before  last,  and  la^- 
year,  cind  as  is  proposed  this  year,  a  largo  a 
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<A  sjujc-i^  -n  hnnnn^  out  people  of  thia  class  | 
ZA  suz'iz    i.~f.ur  ii   iiw  p#iople   who  are  oiit  of  i 
V3CX :  Atii  Siier  if'-.f  •  ]  lac  as  I  have  voced  in  pre-  ' 
rxxA  'rAn  io  I  s.:.^i.  vote  thw  year,  for  cuctmg 
-;oTRi  %-....  firt^-r  t.ie  amount  that  U  is  pr> 
>>M«^  :  .  ippr-cr:.i:t»  for  immi-rracion  parpos<;:j. 
Ii -4  «r  :•'.>)  '.'.ti  r.:ople  here  who  cann-jt^iC 
"•..n.  ar.ii  irirti  '-    inose  wdo  are  bfjUxlit  out :  ■ 
a&i.  >*s.  :»-H,  li  :a  -  Kimberiey  ni.-»a  wLicn  seeing  ^ 
ca   ii-..i   v-ra"*  of    ^^ttmg   in    should  actiLii*v  . 
*-r«Tir,  w^  ^.jL:  r.r.J  that  we  had  »p.?nt  a  very 
'.ht^^.  i.:-:i  >f  a.  >.-^.y  to  pro^i'ie  population  for  j 
'.vMCcni  A.i.<cr,i..  w:   and  that  certainly  wciM  ■ 
=jcjc  i^  a  r«rr->r2.  uve  work.     I  could  not  help 
t  \ixmi:L'i.  M  I  uave  heard  member  after  m-^m-  , 
r.er  2-i-    ip   and    make  complaints  abc-Jt  the  ' 
siana^  -.u.^c;   of   the    working    railways,    tliat 
M-'y   W'ire   rata»r    unfair;    because   it   seems  • 
S.1    xne.    af^er    m^  i^ihing    the    matter    prc:tv  i 
cjkrari..y.   toat.   on    the    whole,   the    railways  ; 
are   fa.r:y  w*f.i  n^anaged.     Of  ccursc  we  have  | 
not  ail  tne   luxuries  and  conveniences  which  . 
.orAir.  at  Home,  nor  is  there  any  possib:.::y  i 
o:    ^e'«'..r.i5    the    er.ormous    revenue    which    is 
oon.T.tne<i  at  Hor^^e ;  but  I  think  that,  looking  ■ 
a&  tn.^  limited  mean^  and  opportunities  at  their  \ 
■  h.^'^o'^ai,  the   Government   are  managing   the  i 
ru.'.vayH  fairly  w^U.   considering  the  circum-  ' 
stances  of  tho'  country.     I  think  that,  if  these  i 
g>nttemen   wLo    complain    so    bitterly  would  i 
taink  about  the  matter  a  little,  they  would  see 
that  there  is  not  so  much  reason  for  complaint.  | 
But  I  must  also  sav  this :  that  I  think  that  j 
the  irini-«»:^r  for   Public   Works   is  largely   to  i 
blame  for  tbe  present  complaints;  for  it  will  ' 
b<5  rrrneinb-  red  that  when    he  was  trying  to 
get    into    ofnce    he    went    about    inciting    the 
Cant^-rUnrv  people   to   make   complaint-i,   and 
tell  111  i?  th.'ni  that  if  he  were  onlv  in  ofiice  ho 
rould  do  so  much  in  the  way  of  giving  them 
what  thtv  required.     Promises,  like  curses  and 
youiiii  chickens,  come  home  to  roost;  and  his 
promises   are   coming  home   to    roost  in  this 
raso  with  a  venceance.     Now,  I  wish  to  refer 
again    to   the   Financial   Statement,    because, 
after  all,  that  dominates  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment.    When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
reading  out  in  those  wonderful  tones  of  his  how 
much  money  he  had,  and  made  the  statement 
that  he  had*i-800,aX)  in  hand,  I  was  so  surprised 
—in  fact,  so  startled— that  ho  should  have  so 
large  a  sum  of  money  when  I  believed  he  had 
none  that  I  put  it  down  on  my  notes  as  one  of 
the  things  to  be  looked  up  afterwards  ;  and,  of 
course,   when   I  came  to    look  it  up,   I  was 
equally  astonished  to  find  that  he  had  for- 
gotten the  wliole  of  his  liabilities,  amounting 
to  Bomo  iJl,(>U4,000.     I  was  the  more  surprised 
when  he  mwlo  the  statement,  because  during 
the  ro(!fiHH  w«  hoard  nothing  but   the  one  cry 
that  thirn  wiiH  iw)  money  in  the  clicst.-  I  re- 
moniber  tliat  th<ii«'  was  one  honoui-ablo  member 
who  hii'l  Kot  hill-;"  huimh  put  down  on  the  esti- 
mat«'H  for  rotwU  mA  hridK*'"  i"  l^is  district,  and 
ho  told  IMH  III  th««  MM-PH-^,  in  tones  of  deepest 
dospair,  thitt  wIimi  hn  wmt  to  the  ^linister  to 
got  till'  tfiori«y  «»|M  "di'tl  hn  waH  told  that  there 
was  no  inonuy,  and  that  thowo  largo  votes  were 
UBoUmM,  IhouKh  li«  h»wl  Incn  iu  the  meantime 
l)t.  iSewman 


feasted  and  fdted  in  his  district  for  h&via^  gd 
so  much  out  of  the  Treasurer.    This  in  itssl 
was  remarkable,  seeing  that  in  JanuazT'  ImI 
vear  the  Treasurer  had  boiiowed  a  i^iin^f^ 
and  at  the  end  of  April  another  million  aa^ 
a  half  ;  and  yet  in  four  or  five  montiis  tfai 
cry  was  that  he  had  no  money.    Still,  it  wm 
g-^ne  rally  recognized  that  there  was  no  mocef; 
and  that  this  was  so  was  shown  by  the  fael 
that  the  Treasurer  gave  it  out  that  he  wooU 
have  to  lay  violent  hands  on  the  North  Island 
)Iain  Trunk  Loan  to  obtain  funds  for  cazxy- 
ing  on  the  ordinary  works;   and  oorrcspond- 
ence  before  the  House  actually  shows  cleazli 
en^u,;!i  that  such  was  the    intention,  for  on 
the  z4tu  February  in  this  year  an  applicatioa 
was  made  to  the  Govemnor  to  sign  authodtv 
for  the  raising  of  the  whole  of  the  North  Lslaad 
Tmnk  Railway  Loan.    It  was  patent  enoai^ 
to  any  one  who    knew    anything   about   tfaa 
n nances  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  mada 
some  error  about  the  £800,000  being  free  to 
be  voted  for  general   purposes  ;     and    sozoly 
eno::ga  it  was  found,  when  the  accounts  wa» 
looked  into,  that  the  liabilities  had  been  fov- 
gotten.    I  venture  to  say  that  had  the  manager 
or  director  of  any  private  company  done  such 
a  thmg  the  shareholders  in  the  concern  would 
at  once  have  called  upon  him  to  resign.     Thai 
mi'i^ake   has  disammged  the  whole   of   thev 
tinance  ;  for,  trusting  to  the  £800.000  which  did 
not  exi^t,  they  then    made  the  proposal  for 
borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  for  railways 
alone ;    and,  finding  they   were  this  £800,009 
sh:>rt,   thoy  had    to    resort  to  what   I  migfal 
almost  call  subterfuges — buying  up  old  raOs;. 
€t   cetera,   for    £370,000    and    charging   them 
a::aiiist  the  million  and  a  half,  while  no  less 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  the  million  and 
a  half   raised  for  railway  purposes  alone  k 
to  be  devoted  to  general  purposes.     Then,  we 
are  told,  in  this  Financial  Statement,  that 
the  (lovemment  think  that  there   should  b» 
legislation  to  prevent  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  Loan  being  applied  to  any  other  pot- 
pose  than  the  construction  of  that  line;  uA 
a  Bill  has  actually  been  brought  down  bearing 
the  title,  ''  The  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bail- 
way  Loan  Application  Act;**  but,  unless  tht 
Bill  is  greatly  altered,  I  shall  move,  when  i 
title  comes  to  be  considered,  that  for  the  i 
*'  Application "   there   be   inserted    the   ^ 
**  .abstraction,*'  because  as  the  Bill  stands  it 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  Bill  to  rob  i 
main  trunk  loon.    I  must  not  disonss  the  Bi 
and  therefore  I  will  not  say  more  about 
Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  I  m 
say  that  I  believe  that  once  before  in  t 
history  of  the  colony  some  such  blunder 
has  been  made  about  this  £800,000  was  mic 
I  have  heard  that  a  million  of  a  certain  fii 
million  loan  was  lost  sight  of.    If  that  is 
it  will  be  agreed  that  it  is  very  curious  h( 
history  does  sometimes  repeat  itself.    The 
I  should  like  to  say,  after  looking  ' 
this    Financial    Statement    and    the 
Works  Statement,    that  they  are   really 
ceedingly  intricate  and  involved.    They 
tako    men   who  know  something    about 
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finaDce  of  the  colony  a  considerable  time  to 
master  them,  and  even  then  it  could  not  be 
done  without  some  friendly  hints  and  explana- 
tions; and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
not  guipiifiing,  though  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  so  few  members  of  the  House 
leaily  take  the  trouble  to  go  into  these  matters. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  tJiis  year  introduced  a  new  system 
which  he  calls  "  clearness  of  account."    I  must 
lay  that  it  is  a  very  great  improvement,  and  I 
hope  that,  whether  he  continues  in  office  or 
whether  another  Ministry  comes  in,  this  will 
be  continued;  and    I  would  like  to  ask  the 
bonoorable  gentleman  not    to  leave  out  the 
tables,  as  he  suggests  doing  in  his  Statement. 
He  may  not  think  it,  but,  though  during  the 
session  we  may  not  take  the  trouble  to  read 
these  tables,  for  want  of  time,  yet  during  the 
recess  they  do  form  very  interesting  reading, 
and  we  should  very  much  regret  losing  them. 
I  think  he  has  made  an  improvement,  and 
I  hope  that  he  will  not  vitiate  it  by  leaving 
out  these  tables.     When  I  read  the  Financial 
Sutemcnt  and  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
aod  compared  them   with   the   public   works 
estimates,  I  was  utterly  surprised  at  the  eztra- 
oidinary  discrepancies  between  them.    I  was 
leminded  of  the  science  of  imaginary  mathe- 
aatics   and  geometry,    the    object    of   which 
was  to  prove  something  equivalent  to  this : 
ttat  two  and    two  did   not  make   four,  but 
fvc,  or  some  other  number  which  it  was  not 
within   the  power  of    ordinary  men  to  make. 
I  saw  that  the  Premier  had  set  himself  the 
nme  task,  and  that,  after  one  month's  hard 
work,  he  had   entirely   failed,   and   that  the 
Ally  result  was  the  North  Island  ^lain  Trunk 
►Bailwray  Abstraction  Bill,  and  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  which  on  the  face  of  it  shows  that 
itconld  not  have  been  carefully  thought  out. 
Hie  Premier  the  other  day  told  us  that  there 
was  to  be  no  more  borrowing  of  money  until 
ti»  3Isfc  March,  1888 ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
His  clear  that  the  Government  cannot  do  with- 
«it  more  money,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
Wtter  for  this  House  and  the  country  if,  in- 
itead  of  coming  down  with  a  statement  of  that 
Imd,  they  had  kept  the  North  Island  Railway 
loan  to  its  purpose,  and  had  come  down  with  a 
inposal  to  borrow  a  million  this  year  and  a 
ksillion  next  year.     I  am  not  one  of  those 
lAo  say  that  we  must  stop  borrowing ;  and  I 
venture  to  think  that  that  would  have  been 
fte  better  plan.    By  no  possible  means  can  we 
feake  ends  meet  on  the  present  amount  in 
koA,  includii^  the  million  and  a  half  to  be 
iofrowed.    We  most  raise   a  loan  next  year. 
Bk  total  amount  that  the  Government  have  at 
beir  conunand  is  a  million  and  a  half,  £500,000, 
RmI  £768,000  which  they  have  over  from  last 
Mr.    If  we  look  at  the  estimates  and  take 
Bio  account  each  item  we  shall  find  that  they 
feve  not  nearly  enough  money  to  provide  for 
iKise  estimates.    They  had  £1,119,000  available 
Rr general  purposes,  of  which  they  say  they  are 
lending  £722,000,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
Hy  are  spending  £949,000.    I  am  aware  that 
ihen  a  statement  of  this  kind  was  made  the 
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other  night  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  it  was  denied ;  but  I  have  carefully  gone 
into  the  matter  since  then,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  position  is  as  I  state  it.  I  can  see 
where  the  Minister  gets  the  £722,000  from; 
but  he  has  not  taken  into  account  the  ab- 
stract of  liabilities  from  the  third  column,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  true  amount 
is  £949,000;  and,  if  we  take  this  from  the 
£1,119,000,  the  amount  available  for  next  year 
will  be  £170,000.  And  against  this  there  are  a 
variety  of  liabilities  that  must  be  taken  into 
account.  There  is  the  liability  for  Native 
lands,  £208,000  —  whatever  that  may  mean. 
There  is  also  £100,000  for  new  Native -land 
purchases ;  and  then  there  are  the  supplemen- 
tary estimates  for  this  year.  Last  yeai-  the 
amount  brought  down  was  £130,000,  but  it  was 
afterwards  reduced,  and  this  year  I  suppose  it 
will  be  less.  Then,  from  the  £170,000  there 
will  be  deductions  for  a  variety  of  things— for 
instance,  £72,000,  subsidies ;  £40,000,  defence  : 
£18,000,  Native  rates :  which  makes  a  total  of 
£125,060 ;  so  that  the  total  amount  available 
for  free  votes  will  be  £45,000.  It  is  absurd  to 
say  that  that  will  be  sufficient,  as  I  can  show  in- 
contestably.  We  shall  require  another  £100,000 
for  Native  land  next  year;  this  year's  and 
next  year's  supplementary  estimates,  £25,000 
each;  £60,000  for  school- buildings  next  year; 
£50,000  for  public  buildings  next  year ;  £15,000 
for  goldfields  is  not  an  extravagant  estimate ; 
£20,000  will  be  required  for  telegraphs  exten- 
sion; £10,000  for  lighthouses;  £20,000  for  har- 
bour defences;  £40,000  for  roads:  and  here 
we  have  a  total  of  £560,000,  against  which 
we  have  a  contingent  sum  of  about  £45,000. 
I  think,  however  startling  it  may  be  to  honour- 
able gentlemen,  they  will  find,  on  perusing  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  that  this  is  incontest- 
able ;  and  therefore  the  Government  will  next 
year  have  to  do  one  of  two  things.  They  can- 
not touch  the  North  Island  Trunk  Hallway 
Loan,  because  that  is  to  be  ear-marked ;  there- 
fore the  only  alternatives  are  to  provide  for  the 
letting  of  contracts  so  late  that  the  money 
cannot  bo  spent,  or  to  have  a  fresh  loan.  Their 
proposal  to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  this 
year  and  take  a  half -million  out  of  the  ^lain 
Trunk  Eailway  Loan  simply  means  borrowing 
two  millions  a  year;  and  if  they  mean  to 
stretch  it  over  two  years  it  will  come  to  that 
♦•loudly  cursed"  loan  policy  of  the  Atkinson 
Government,  which  has  been  so  liberally  de- 
cried. I  believe,  for  my  own  part,  that  one 
million  a  year  is  the  amount  which  ought  to 
be  borrowed  annually  by  this  Parliament.  I 
shall  have  something  to  say  on  the  Main 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill  when  that  comes 
down ;  but  I  should  also  like  to  say  something 
about  it  now.  And  here  I  might  refer  to  the 
proverb  which  says  that  **  Broken  promises,  like 
chickens  and  curses,  come  homo  to  roost.'* 
Two  years  ago  we  were  told  that  in  three  years 
from  that  time  we  should  have  the  railway 
running  from  Auckland  to  Wellington.  These 
years  have  gone,  and  yet  not  one  half-mile  of 
that  line  has  been  completed.  And  here  I 
would  like  to  say  that  the  Public  Works  Minis- 
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tar  twitted  tbo  honourable  member  for  Waikato 
very  unfairly  in  his  reference  to  the  probable 
period  of  openiiii^  this  railway.  Yet  in  the 
Financial  Statement  we  lind  it  stated  that  it 
wns  proposed  to  liold  a  Jubilee  Exhibition  in 
WJO  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  trunk  line ; 
and  the  sixty  thousand  people  in  the  northern 
OApital  were  immensely  delif;hted  at  the  idea 
of  having  a  grand  Jubilee  Kxhibition.  But  it 
was  all  m^^H^nshine.  This  will  never  be  till  1900. 
The  other  day  the  M.nister  for  Public  NVorks 
told  us  that  tho  luMiourable  member  for  Wai- 
kato was  ur.fiUr  U>  the  ciovernment,  because 
last   ve.'ir  the  :\miiu»invnl   of   the  honourable 


"  national  expend ii:ire  <tc  ;ild  be  &  memns  of  ccK 
operation  for  the  l«.r.'.±:  z^lz  o^lIt  of  some,  fac^ 
of  all  the  nicmbc-rs  cf  th-  c.:n:ir::iiiity,"  tiiii 
Statement  is  a  direci  cccmTcniion  of  thift 
canon,  and  thort-  are  v:':i*  rr-^w^-vi  here  whic^ 
will  not  bene!::  t\>2c  -zz.zzj  z^i  zzllj  the  distik^ 
affected,  ana  tLa:  •zz.'.y  ic  ia-t  ex^'nt  of  faa^iDg. 
a  little  money  af  C2.;  i^ire.  3I:r«cTer,  a  millica 
and  a  half  is  nos  il:^  >tl:3.  ziu^  c::£h!  to  han 
been  put  down,  nr;':=«;.^  zjL'.jxrz  ?:iiig  to  bono» 
much  more  next  vt^r.  In  th"^  ccLcnv,  of  afl 
the  coIonii.'S,  ?o  L^z  as  i  have  read — for  thjsf 
have  no:Lii-g  Lie  lie  c!".\rjc^  cf  snch  &  pro- 
sperous c^ijt-r  a^  tl-ls  hi5 — ^..  hiTc  a  gtaod 


mem:vr  f.^r  H.\\\Ke'<  r».iv  ir.tcrfcred  with  the  ■  oppor:ui:;ty  f^r  pr:,:c»ci_n^  t::i^ productiTepab- 
Slvnil.:  .;  v^f  ir.^  :un\    r.ut  I  would  ask  ihe  Minis-  |  he  works.     L'-it  in  t-jiis  ccl:c.j  there  aze  tmo 
t^r  fv^r  !V.l  :c  \\  v  rks  :.>  t'jm  t-^  the  Financial  '  cla^^sof  r::>.^r.s,     I.-.^re  are  seme  who,  lik» 
SiAten^.tnt   1.15  yt;\r,  arvi  he  will  i::;d  tl.ai  a  I  tl.e  Prcnii.r  an  i  m-icX  Ctli^ve  in  Xew  Zea- 
dv>v".  ".:.-, i.t   \\..  vl.   ^0    vlia    not    wiiio    him-^vlf  'Aui  ar.I  ir.  its  ::i::irf,  who  h-iv^  sject  all  then 
d<.,»xr..:.  y  i<;\>  ::  At  :::  f:  :r  years  it  will  be  iives   litre,  cjii   Lj.vi5   cj  nc-d    to  go  Home 
Oiv:^.     T...:.:.rv  i    c  h.'^c-urille  member  was  '  — unle-^*  ila  Premier  is  seen  gcmg  to  Wejt- 
|i::»ct\rT  c:.:  :r  !-:<  -::.:t:.::jn.  and  I  would  ciLiiater ;  "tn;  ih:  zr^a:  mvcr.rrcf  us  hope  to 
l.kt  lo  -v.;  :  .-  .1  :>a:  :-;\.   viaiv  a^«?  ;t  was  sa.:d  live  ani  Cie  h*re.     hiz  iz:r^  :<  aL^o  another 
ih.'.;    :.-i    z'Tl    -i-'iT   v.;"i5  :.'   i-e   j^-.a  £r:m  Wei-  cIj^-*.  xv^^  ir?  il-^Aj?  :=^  i^e  rein:  of  desertit^ 
l-:^:.7  ::    N^v^r  -.»:-:  :le  i.i.e  tLc  V^jia-  tlie  c:l:z-.  ini  ir;  n.T=r  ^£i£t  i.    Tliose  aro 
m-*;,:  F^ji...i»j».    u^v  cy>. :.-■..      I  "c^llcvtd  t..tn.  n:;  the  iri-i   l:.-:--j  cf   ihc   cvi. ^cy.    I  hax% 
«SJ~  I  :«— i^s  rr^.  1   a:  li  *.:  "^as  .m  :.:!•?  siAi-i-  ::-\xri  is  sj^I  Iv  a  j:  -il-nin  ihit  he  wasonij 
SI.    :  :«*  r.  :.i.t.     >  :     ~^  :r.  :_i  t\_:le  <ch£iule  ^:^r  to  rti^j.^ii  .:•  ii-jr  ziziiihs:  and  now  he  is 
v.-    :»i    jc    {*.::•    i:.  t   ".:.r^    :r.   *o    l:^ce  a  C'~cr:i.rc  :*:r  ni_L-:«:5.     Are  «■•*  not  here,  and 
r::    :\  l<  :>  .-.      Z    :  ::    .r  r.:r::-n  r:  :_►:  Im-s  >-.l11  w--  n.:  !:•=   h.rr  in  ten  Tears'  time?    I 
ic  .  ^-^  _^  r .  V  !.:»•    :  it  !>-  ^^i   ryrc.:.!.  .^n  :1".£  ll:  ri  sc  .    xri  ?c   "vill  cir  scz^s  and  oangh* 
<tc^>u    I   .".■- '.r. ::  .  : .  jr.\  ill  >   -  .1  >t>^  i-rih^r  icr^:   azI  I  ^  tc  t_i;  Ln  r^rntj  re^trs*  time 
r^^^-    ^  •  i--.   .:.:i:  ::  -r:"^:  .--  iI-a:  -:zc.     i  -Mve  n.:-:    :i  -j.*  ^^.  c^?  hira  sii^.      3jt  that  we 
i»*^-i    -:  •    V:  —  .?>.'«":■:    :    ->  i<   a  r-.v  >.:--.!  j-j^T^f  i;_:  r. :'i  3*7 -rniirtjjire  works  that 
1:^:.;       :  :i   l    •    .i    lo   j---r:    t-f    rr-.rrsi-l*  '*- .  r*:*  ri?  7- -;....:  ':»-:ca-:se  we  mav  not  be 

<•: '  ...:.. I.'    :*  ■;    -t    "it    :^.-     "    "-'-rx^  ^:'.:£~  .*  .r*  t.r  l:».aj:  ":^i  :  i-ifii.  l?  a  mr'*:  pomicioos 

X  .    :    ..   1"~.      .   •          :■;:.•.:  ::  '-^  -T•^;    ..  '  i:c-r_'j.      7  -^  ::l-r7  l*  l:«:-:ii:il:as  in  its  re- 

^r   ''     •  '.    •    i"-z  ^:   ..-•.'^  :.  -r.  i.-.  A::  ■*  _-.m  i^  ir:-^i     iJii  if  w*  zr'.j  z^^  c;kr%?  vc  shall  do 

J.:        *             1  - '  *  •  ,  tr^  -v^ .'.  f.T.-i  - ' .'  :.rv::  -  :*  "»....     "    :  :n  ^.jzlz^  ir»  bad  we  sh:?uid  not  be 

,*c  '  .1"        ^.       7    •   :      -   z   ■•^.*   *    '      ;~  —  :•_  5.-i-:jjr..-li  :n  :it  icrr^-vinz:  bnt  ^hcn  times 

?.♦  ^  Tfc.   '»  i    ,'.'•:        •:  -    .:.:  :    -'   V  i--;  :::  ".    ?  i'~J  -  '"i  "=■-  ^-  '  --  i  ^-f  rf  :f .  ar.i  in  ihu^  way 

Yi,'^H  v*.\t<     -  :/  "".J.   '. .    ; -.        'V-     A  "- ^  ^'   >- ■      •   ^';*   L:zzTxrT  zi--:h  better.    Bnt 

^     -<  i  ..     r  .%  .:  >-  .r-  :.  u.::    ^  a  •' •  r  i-  -  -  .<  ::  i    T^f^^.  .z  .rc:^.  inl  we  are  all  mkei^ 

jr-i.v     :    ;       •,    <  A  ^-v-;     .     v     ::  ;;  •*  •      1  :»i  u. :.  i--  :  :    z-  i  \j-i:  ijij  nirrr?  bcrrowing,  and 

jy^  ...  .^.    nv^        ..  -.  ^     •    .  ^.    *  V-.  4.T«£  !>:•  z*:  ;!•;  :r^  -  ^.-cvin^.s  ^  :rr«i  in-Iw:rs€:  and  when 

^  -o  V    '    -    :    •:..-*."-*:*.:   :v^c  r:.  .-.r-L:--^-;    -  i:  Lr>^_zj:  wi  rav«  pre  royals  to 

T'»'' >r-.i  '       »      •      •            .':•/-';-, —^'.r:  I---  :i--~;v   t        m>   it:  i   z:      :::i<  cf  money,  stili 

^^.'»    vv\-      •  .*            •  ^.   ■.    >   , ' ;    ,--•      '  .:...-a   .-v  ::'_:  r  _- :..~ --^  il: :  71:.  :  i-:'::  cf  the  colony; 

,-v.:i-  '.''^   I   izzL   jiTi    ij.j^   ^v:r7  —  .\"»  will  realize 

'I.-:  i:  M.i-  *-:*..!   i  tc-ic^:^"?  i:?  zn.'i  il:iAt  will  iinhiiige 

sz'-'>ic  i^x'vr-    1-.  i   .c  &  XTii;  iril  c>f  hArm.     It  is 

\  •   :•  r  I'i'^        jii- i    *-:j.i    a  oaj:     i.   friend   is  one 

,  '  :  -  '.v;  :.     -  -.1   :z^  •  i-mr.:  tr-::.     I  am  ^c^mg  to 

.  ^-z  •»•    1    : -1     .    T'      :    :.'    :li^   ?r::i:icr  and  tell 

.'^    a  '   •    ;    ..  .1  .-.  ' — 7.  .L-.':it  ili-r£:>.     One  is  that 

,  ..-^  ■    .  -^*   :•:  \        1  . :  "  IT.  i»:r^*irLd  that  he  is  the 

.^  .  7-,  T.,.  -  ^    _..  -  .  n  -  ii^i  --a:  he  woaid  fed 

•    T  ,  '      •  ^       :.     '  I .  Tvc-i*  lc«:jc  to  him  as  the 

..     %  ■--  •      -    .  :  .  "    i^'*  .--r-i-::  ihas  the  people  of 

.,    •.'  -                 V   .    >  •-  .r.^z  ^j  tbit  he  is  on© 

:  r~   1:-  r?  :.-c  colony  ever  saw. 

•  .     ;    -^ ...      .      ^\i-i;S  :s  thiS  he   does  not 

>»:       ^     >.                                                      ;        <  .      .\  .       •  ^.      I  :►<  'j^::  :c  ill.  and  how  high 

\  .^  .  ^     \        .....        •  .    V  ^           .       '  ^  :v    -..-.:.■  -•   .-c-.n  mm  ci  the  people,    I 

).x.x  ,        V    •    »  \                                ^.    f  •.      «^»  ».•:.-.        >-    •  -  .".-•,•  r-rzcc£<:T  which  inter- 
H>    .v.»..,    %       ^                           .......             .♦--..::-  ^:.,-v-r.      I  think,  if  the  Pre- 

'fc.   v    v.x    *    V   V.'    .      ,    ,      •.•>.•          ^   ■.*  -  •           :x,  .  '       'v.:  i    .-.t'.?  ri-re  careful  in  the 

ttvN    ;    «.                              .     -  -     •     .        *-  ^•-'  ■  "^.  Mid  had  acted 
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vonld  have  been  far  better  than  it  is.  I  may 
say  tbat  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  also  for  the  amendment  proponed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  be- 
cause, while  the  Otago  Central  line  is  hung  up, 
while  the  Seaward  Bush  line  is  dragging  its 
slow  length  along,  while  the  Palmerston  line  is 
still  unfinished,  and  the  Auckland  line  crawling 
alosg,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  borrow  this 
money  and  proceed  with  these  works.  I  should 
also  like  to  see  included  in  the  schedule  the 
short  line  from  Christchurch  to  Sumner,  cost- 
ing only  a  few  thousand  pounds,  because  this 
would  he  infinitely  more  profitable  and  of  far 
greater  convenience  to  the  people  living  tlicre 
m  giving  them  a  sea-outing,  and  would,  at  any 
rate,  be  better  than  spending  £70,000  on  the 
Westport-Inaugahua  line.  If  the  Government 
iroald  only  put  that  line  on  the  schedule  I  feel 
sure  that  tliere  is  not  a  member  of  the  House 
■who  would  not  gladly  support  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shoold  have  risen,  even  at  this  late  hour,  to 
speak  in  this  debate  if  it  had  nob  been  for 
the  amendment    moved   by    the    honourable 
member  for  Mataura.   I  wish  to  take  the  oppor- 
tanity  of  stating  the  position  we  intend  to  take 
cp  iu  that  matter.    Before  I  deal  with  that, 
towcver,  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  about 
the  manner  in  which  this  debate  has  been  con- 
dacted.    I  have  listened  to  many  debates  in 
4his  House,  and  I  have  read  many  debates  in 
«ther  Houses ;  but  this  is  certainly  the  most 
peculiar  debate  I  ever  listened  to  or  read  of  in 
any  Parliament.    How  has  it  been  conducted  ? 
First,  instead  of  having,  as  ono  would  have 
€zpccted  there  should  be,  a  speech  from  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara  addressed  the  House,  and 
the  object  of  his  address  was  not  to  attack  this 
I  Loan  Bill  nor  to  attack  the  schedule  of  the  Bill, 
I  hut  his  object  was  to  prove  some  acts  of  mal- 
:  administration  against  the  Government;  and 
I  the  acts  of   maladministration   consisted    of 
:  the  payment    to    the    Natives    of    rents    on 
,  account  of  the  Himatangi  Block,  some  pur- 
I  chase  of  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  Churton,  and 
I  thccmplo}'ment  of  Mr.  Stevens  to  purchase  Na- 
I  feve  lands  on  the  North  Island  Trunk  Bailway- 
;  line  on  commission.    Then,  what  did  we  have 
;  ^ter  that  speech  ?    That  speech  was  replied  to 
:  Inr  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  for  Native 
i^its,  and,  I  think,  was  replied  to  in  such  a 
vay  that  the  remaining  members  of  the  Oppo- 
;  Btion  thought  it  best  to  drop  the  criticism  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  had  started  ; 
and  then  not   till    a    long   while   afterwards 
had  wo  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  getting  up 
anl  complaining  that  no  more  ^linisters  had 
tpckcu  in  the  debate,  and  hinting  that  if  they 
did  not  speak  ho  would  have  an  amendment 
prepared  in  order  that  he  might  make  a  second 
«p€cch  in  the  one  debate.    What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  all  this  ?    Does  this  House  believe  that 
this  amendment  was  moved  by  accident,  or  that 
all  this  was  in  accordance  with  some  arrange- 
ment that  had  taken  place  ?    We  know  wliat 
vas  happening.     We  know  that  in  a  room  not 
fftr  from  this  there  were  meetings  after  meet- 


ings to  see  if  they  could  not  devise  something 
to  bring  down — a  sort  of  counter-schedule  to 
the  schedule  of  this  Bill ;  and  the  lot  fell  upon 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  and  in 
order  to  please  the  honourable  gentleman  they 
put  in  this  £10,000  for  the  Seaward  Bush, 
and  arrived  at  the  schedule  in  that  way.  How 
the  arrangement  was  made  we  can  understand. 
It  is  not  as  if  the  honourable  member  for  Ma- 
taura had  himself  drawn  up  this  schedule.  I 
have  no  doubt  be  said,  '*  I  am  not  going  to 
move  this  if  I  am  to  get  nothing  for  my  district ;" 
and  hence  the  reference  to  the  Seaward  Bush 
line.  That  has  been  the  whole  arrangement  of 
this  debate,  and  instead  of  allowing  the  debate 
to  close — as  I  understood  it  was  to  close — after 
certain  members  of  the  Opposition  had  spoken 
the  honourable  member  for  ^lataura  comes  in 
with  this  amendment.  I  assure  that  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  colony  that  so  long  as 
I  have  a  seat  in  this  position  I  shall  not  allow 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  to  dictate  what 
the  schedule  of  any  Bill  shall  be,  and  that  if 
this  motion  is  carried  other  Ministers  will  have 
to  take  charge  of  this  Loan  Bill.  The  position 
the  Ministry  take  is  this :  As  a  Ministry  we 
submit  a  Bill,  and  we  propose  to  submit  the 
schedule  to  the  Committee.  The  Committee 
have  a  right  to  discuss  the  schedule,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  wrong  in  the  Government  to 
attempt  to  fetter  the  free  discussion  of  any  item 
— they  should  not  prevent  that,  any  more  than 
they  shoald  prevent  the  discussion  of  any  item 
on  the  estimates  ;  but,  if  the  Opposition  come 
down  with  a  rival  Loan  Bill,  I  say  that  means 
that  they  wish  for  other  Ministers,  and  I  shall 
regard  it  as  such.  Now  let  me  refer  to  the 
speeches  made  in  the  debate  ;  and  I  may  say 
here  —  what  is  well  known  perhaps  —  that  I 
should  have  spoken  earlier  in  the  debate  only 
that  my  colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
to  reply,  and  for  the  first  two  nights  of  the 
debate  he  was  in  such  a  state  of  health  that  ic 
was  thought  proper  I  should  wait  to  sum  up 
the  debate  in  case  he  was  not  able  to  reply 
on  the  Bill.  I  wish  to  say  ono  or  two  words 
about  the  attitude  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara.  First,  in  consequence 
of  the  short  notice  of  his  attack,  my  col- 
league the  Native  Minister  did  not  say  what 
might  have  been  said  in  reference  to  those 
various  charges  of  what  has  been  called  "  mal- 
administration"— and  I  may  say  that,  if  all  the 
charges  of  maladministration  that  coji  bo  made 
against  a  Government  are  the  three  or  four 
items  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  then  I  think  the  Government  is 
in  a  very  enviable  position.  What  about  this 
Himatangi  Block  ?  I  thought  that  matter  had 
been  fouglit  out  last  year  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  that,  when  the  vote  was  taken, 
there  the  matter  ended ;  but  it  was  made  a 
charge,  and  hinted  at  by  other  members,  that, 
a  certain  Dr.  BuUcr  being  interested  on  be- 
half of  some  Maoris  in  the  Himatangi  Block, 
the  Government  had  put  this  vote  on  tho 
estimates  in  consequence  of  that.  How  unfair 
it  was — I  would  not  like  to  use  a  harsher  term 
— that  the  honourable  member  forgot  to  men- 
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tion  that  this  same  matter  had  been  before 
the  Legislative  Council  year  after  year,  and 
that,  in  1888,  when  it  had  on  its  Native  Affairs 
Committee  men  like  the  Hon.  Mr,  Richmond, 
the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  and  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  and  others  well  acquainted  with 
the  whole  matter,  this  Committee  brought  up 
a  report  recommending  the  Government  to  pay 
the  Natives  the  back-rents,  and  they  said,  in 
that  report,  signed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rich- 
mond ,— 

**That,  though  the  justice  of  petitioners' 
olaim  to  Himatangi  was  recognized  by  the 
preamble  to  tlio  Act,  the  restoration  to  the  land 
was  not  achieved  without  many  efforts,  some 
expenditure,  and  the  incurring  of  considerable 
liabilitios  by  petitioners.  Your  Committee 
Uierofore  rocommend  that  the  claim  for  ac- 
oruod  rents  and  interest  should  be  discharged 
in  full  by  the  Government,  and  that  the  pro- 
priety of  reimbursing  the  expenditure  and  dis- 
charging the  reasonable  liabilities  inourzed  by 
tho  petitioners  in  this  matter  should  be  con- 
sidorod  in  a  liberal  spirit." 

That  matter  oame  u^  again  in  1885  before 
tho  Legislative  Council,  and  the  Council 
afliruu  vl  the  previous  report  of  1883.  I  ask,  in 
view  ot  ihose  facts,  was  it  honest  in  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  get  up  and  hint  that  the 
Govornuient  was  led  to  settle  this  claim  simply 
becauHo  a  certain  lawyer  advocated  it,  when 
tho  I.o^islative  Council  in  1883  and  1885  had 
nH^onuucnded  that  this  settlement  should  take 
place  ?  I  ask  the  House  to  read  the  names  of 
Uio  Committee,  to  see  who  they  were,  and  to 
soo  if  thoy  would  be  intluonced  by  anything 
T>r.  lUi Uer  said.  When  it  is  remembered,  too, 
that  \>hen  the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs 
Comnuttce  of  this  House  which  the  Govern- 
moiU  carrievl  out  last  session  was  agreed  to 
nwio  *.4  the  Ministers  were  present*  and  that 
tht\v  never  induenced  any  members  of  the 
Conn lut tee  to  get  it  pa.<s\.Hl,  how  can  it  be 
i!;t\ivi  tl.at  that  substantiates  a  charge  of  mal- 
adiui tiis^t lotion  a^nst  the  Government  ?  Then, 
a«  tv^  tho  C burton  purehase:  it  has  been 
e\|'U^uu\l  that  that  was  done  on  the  express 
r^'coiumenvlativ^n  of  a  Juvige  of  the  Native 
l.;Mul  Court,  as  the  only  means  of  setUing  a 
iiK\>:  complicated  Native  ti:Ie.  Then*  as  to 
tho  eiuplo\ment  of  Mr.  Steveu-*  to  purchase 
Native  laitds  on  commission.  Tho  statement 
wa^i  ;aat  he  mi^ht  be  a  prv^K\lvo  candidate^  j 
WoIU  what  was  the  party  to  \\h:ch  he  was 
ar.u\l  in  thi*  House  WtVro  ?  He  was  with 
the  honoun*i>*e  member  for  K.::uor.5»  and  voted 
with  him  on  ev^ry  di\i>:oti.  I  chaik,  except 
alvut  the  last  Native  Land  T^.H :  and  he  was 
a(^|vtu;ed  by  the  Ov»Yeniaie::t»  not  betraose  of  , 
auy  kuowl^i^e  ol  his  beu'^s  a  prvcable  candi-  j 
date,  bui  solely  on  ihe  reov^iiiitu-tlarisat  oi 
Mr  l^o.;i^r»  wbo^  a»  the  honourable  mem-  ' 
K*r  ovi\\«te  wUI  avlmit*  i*  a  very  competent  j 
\\rtxvvr.  and  oce  wK^se  reccmicocClA::cnVu^ht  ; 
to  Iv  foUs^wevU  I  thiak  tlias  di>tx^se*  of  iIio:?e 
charjces  of  caaladmLiiLL^acatioa.  L>v^k.  she  nex? 
iH>^\^s«iiUoa  siveck  of  any  iiv.tx^rtaii.v  was 
the  spevoh  of  tte  bonourab>*  ii>.."r:'X'r  Kr 
^A^\>-:  .  Jk:'s.l  hU  S|peechwa5  ovr;ji:r  y  jk  tuoji;  ^ 


peculiar  one.    He  is  in  the  habit  of  ^ 

peculiar  speeches,  but  I  tbink  that  in  peef  ^ 
Uarity  this  one  excelled  them  all.  First,  }m> 
began  by  stating  that  there  was  no  policy  in  th»' 
Statement — that  it  was  a  barren  Statemesi^ 
and  contained  nothing.  I  should  like  to  kncnr 
what  he  means  by  a  policy  in  a  Public  Woiks' 
Statement.  Did  he  explain  what  **  policy"* 
meant  ?  Did  he  mean  change  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways?  The  only  policy,  I 
apprehend,  that  there  can  bo  in  a  Public 
Works  Statement,  if  works  are  to  be  carried 
on,  is  simply  one  defining  what  works  are  !» 
be  carried  on — what  railways  or  roads  are  to  be 
constructed.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
complained  of  this :  that  it  faOed  to  gcapple 
with  the  thing  in  a  statesmanlike  manner. 
Well,  I  waited  for  about  half  an  hour  to 
hear  how  he  would  grapple  with  anything  of 
the  sort  either  in  a  statesmanlike  manner  or 
in  any  other  way,  and  could  not  hear  a  sug- 
gestion from  the  honourable  gentleman.  What 
was  his  criticism  —  the  criticism  which  he 
and  most  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  in  the  debate  have  indulged  in  ?  They 
make,  first,  a  general  attack  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  then  wind  up  by  saying,  "  Our  dis- 
trict has  not  got  enough  public  money."  Is 
our  colony  to  progress,  are  we  to  have  anythini^ 
at  all  like  politics,  if  members  of  the  House 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  get  up 
and  say,  "There  is  not  enough  for  my  dis- 
trict *'  ?  Wliy,  it  is  that  which  has  degraded 
the  politics  of  the  colony  —  it  is  that  which 
is  degrading  them.  Sir,  until  there  has  been 
practised  in  this  colony  something  like  self- 
denial  by  the  districts,  and  self-denial  by  mem- 
bers, we  cannot  hope  that  there  will  be  any- 
thing like  sound  finance  or  politics  ruled  by 
principle  in  the  colony.  I  was  surprised  to  heaf- 
ihe  honourable  member  wind  up  his  speech 
with  a  sort  of  whine  that  the  Napier-Palmcr- 
ston  line  had  not  got  enough  money  voted 
for  its  construction.  Now  I  will  come  back  to 
what  I  think  should  be  our  policy  on  this  ques- 
tion of  borrowing  ;  but  I  wish  to  refer  now  to 
one  or  two  more  iliingrs  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said.  The  nrsc  thing  he  said  was  that  the 
Government  had  no  policy,  and  then  he  said 
that  our  rolioy  was  that  we  should  not  be  bor- 
rowing mouc  V  for  reads.  I  still  think  that  this 
colony  has  i^ren:  too  much  loan-money  on  roads. 
I  still  thirik,  and  do  not  go  back  from  that, 
that  if  tl::>  colony  wants  a  sound  finance  it 
cannot  a:f  oxu  to  spend  enormous  sums  on  roads 
out  of  Icrr.^wed  mcnev:  but  it  must  cast  on 
the  Ioo-aI  bellies  the  niakLng  of  roads.  I  do  not 
say  tlii;  tlie  Gov^jrniiiciit  should  not  assist 
the  loctl  bodit5,  ani  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Fill  sjijws  how  they  may  assist; 
and  I  do  no:  say  the  Gc vemment  should  not 
assist  ou:Iv- :  i  ^l  >;.-'  Jts  in  colonixing  works.  It 
m::<:  K'  <:.  ^  n^joosarr  for  the  Government  to 
aid  ir  :',:>  wvrk  of  ccljnlsition;  but  if  yon  are 
to  Aovi  :.;e  .:  -:r..ds  to  relv  on  the  Govemnaent 
for  e\vr>  .ri-U^  *nd  rdd  they  want,  you  wHl 
ujxtr  >.jfc' .:  jt  >4.',ijid  diujice  in  ihe  colony:  and 
I  sav  :' .jv  Are  n,"  S5.v:e:>r:::<?n  or  lovers  of  their 
oc^mtry  \il.c  j.re  ccnsm^ally  pieachicg  to  the 
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iistricts  to  rely  on  the  Government  for  roads 
lad  bridges.    Is  tliis  borrowing  policy  never  to 
stop?    Is  there  to  be  no  time  in  the  history 
ol  New  Zealand  when  we  shall  put  no  more 
loans  on  the  London  market  ?    I  say  it  should 
be  the  policy  of  statesmen  to  gradually  cast 
opon  the  consolidated  revenue  the  aid  given  to 
oolonizing  operations,  and  to  taper  oft  the  bor- 
iDwing.    I  charge  honourable  members  that,  if 
Cfur  present  system  of  local  government  is  not 
nifficicnt  for  colonizing  operations,  they  are  to 
Uame.    Those  who  consented  to  what  was  done 
in  1875-76  should  not  charge  the  blame  upon 
vs.    We  are  but  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  go- 
vernment which  they  themselves  created.     I 
do  not  say   the    Colonial  Treasurer  was  not 
4lso  to  blame.    He  wgls  not  in  the  colony  when 
Abolition  took  place,  but  he  accepted  the  re- 
sponsibilitv  of  it  afterwards. 
Major  ATKINSON.— He  was  here  in  1874. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— In  1874  it  was  only  pro- 
posed to  do  away  with  the  provinces  in   the 
Korth  Island.    The  next  thing  that  came  on 
vas  a  hint  that  the  Government  should  do 
nmethiug  in  the  way  of  promoting  free  immi- 
gration.   I  have  never.  Sir,  been  a  believer  in 
State-aided  immigration  to  any  great  extent.   I 
iaire  believed  all  along  that  we  ought  to  make 
1hi8  colony  so  attractive  to  the  people  of  other 
conntries  that  they  will  come  to  us  without 
«2r  borrowing  money  to  bring  them  here  ;  and, 
i!  this  colony  is  going  to  start  a  further  scheme 
«f  borrowing — as  the  honourable  member  for 
Kapier  recommends — to  bring  people  here,  I 
idc,  again,  where  is  the  borrowing  to  end  ?   We 
ire  to  have  new  loans  for  roads  and  new  loans 
fcr  immigration.     I  should  like  to  know  where 
the  borrowing  policy  is  to  stop,  if  that  is  to  be 
tiis  scheme.    Then,  the  honourable   member 
Wgan  to  charge  the  Government  with  not  hav- 
ing been  sincere  with  their  local-government 
proposals,  or  in  dealing  with  the  question  of  land 
and  property  taxation.    I  am  amazed  at  the 
bouoarable  member.    Does  he  imagine  that 
las  constituents  —  for  he  did  not  seem  to  be 
addressing  the  House,  but  his  constituents — 
does  he  imagine  that  his  constituents  are  so 
ignorant  of  what  is  taking  place  in  this  House 
«  not  to  know  how  votes  are  recorded  ?    We 
Itad  tested  a  few  nights  ago  the  sincerity  of 
those  who  advocated  a  land-tax  as  against  a 
property-tax.     That  came  up  on  a  question 
laised  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply— on 
aquestion  witn  reference  to  where  charitable 
aid  was  to  come  from ;  and  how  did  the  honour- 
able member  vote  7    Why,  Sir,  the  object  with 
him  and  several  others  in  this  House  is  to 
shift  the  burdens  from  land,  and  put  them 
on  to  the  Consolidated  Fund — on  the  Customs 
lEvenue.     He  wishes  to  get  the  burdens   of 
^d  reduced,  and  to  increase  the  burdens  on 
personal  property  and  the  Customs    revenue. 
We  have  tried,  by  the  Property  Assessment 
Bin  of  last  year,  and  in  every  way  we  can, 
^  get  the  land  to  bear  its  proper  share  of 
teaens,  and  the  honourable  meniber  does  his 
•est  to  block  that.    I  warn  him  and  other 
ttige  landowners  that  their  attemipt  to  cast 
opon  the  consolidated  revenue— ^i^hich  is  to 


cast}  it  practically  on  the  poor  people — all  the 
charges  of  Government  will  end  in  a  reversal 
of  pablic  feeling,  and,  instead  of  the  public 
bei.  [f  content  with  moderate  taxation  of  land, 
W(!  shall  see  that  taxation  largely  increased.  I 
hope  the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  will 
pardon  me  for  not  referring  to  his  speech,  be- 
cause really,  though  I  sympathize  with  much 
of  what  he  said,  his  speech  was  so  unprac- 
tical that  I  could  not  mako  out  what  policy 
he  meant  to  advise.  From  one  part  of  his 
speech  you  would  have  thought  he  was  against 
all  borrowing;  in  another  part  of  his  speech 
he  was  in  favour  of  borrowing ;  and  in  a 
third  part  of  his  speech  the  only  salvation  was 
**  local  government,"  which  ho  did  not  define. 
Then  we  had  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Manawatu,  and  the  sole  things 
which  seem  to  have  affected  him  were  some 
improvements  made  in  the  Wanganui  River; 
and  he  repeated  no  less  than  four  times 
£1,110,000  and  £800,000,  which  put  me  in  mind 
of  what  we  read  in  Carroll's  "  Hunting  of  the 
Snark" — "I  said  it  thrice;"  and  he  thought 
that  put  an  end  to  the  whole  discussion.  The 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  all  loans,  in  general  and  in  particular, 
and  yot  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Loan  Bill 
and  oi  our  proposals;  and  therefore  I  claim  his 
vote  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Waikato  made  one  of  his  humorous 
conmientaries  which  he  calls  criticism.  The 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  consisted,  it  seemed  to  mc,  of  a  sort  of  re- 
statement of  his  speech  which  lie  delivered  to 
his  constituents  during  the  recess.  He  told 
his  constituents  that  three  things  were  neces- 
sary for  the  colony — namely,  economy,  aboli- 
tion of  the  gold  duty,  and  the  Otago  Central 
Railway.  That  was  the  way  in  which  he,  in 
common  with  some  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, spoke.  After  dealing  with  a  few  generali- 
ticF.  it  came  down  to  some  particulars  affecting 
their  own  districts. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  never  said  a 
word  about  the  gold  duty. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  the  honourable 
member  said  so  in  his  speech,  but  he  did  so  in 
his  address  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  never  men- 
tioned it  to  my  constituents. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  will  read  an  extract  from 
a  paper  which  the  honourable  member  knows 
— the  Mount  Ida  Chronicle — which  says,  "  He 
thought  the  real  cure  was  retrenchment. 
Economy  and  the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty 
must  go  hand  in  hand."  When  I  speak  my 
aemory  is  pretty  correct.  The  honourable 
.nember,  I  tiiink,  was  unfair  in  suggesting 
that  this  loan  schedule  was  proposed  in  order, 
as  he  said,  to  **  consolidate  support." 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  name  a  railway  which  he  thinks 
was  put  in  for  that  purpose  ?   We  will  take  the 
Tophouse-Blenheim  line.    That  goes  through_ 
the  District  of  Marlborough,  represented  ' *■■ 
two  of  DUX  opponents.    That  is  one  of  th^ 
which  the  Opposition  caucus  thinks 
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be  struck  out.  Tako  tho  Helonsville  North 
Railway.  Docs  he  mean  that  ?  That  benefits 
two  districts  also  represented  by  honourable 
members  who  do  not  support  us.  I  wish  the 
honourable  member  would  really  name  the 
railway.  I  am  surprised  that  the  honourable 
member  should  make  such  suggestions,  because 
he  ought  not  to  make  suggestions  of  that  cha- 
racter unless  he  is  prepared  to  support  them.  I 
will  not  go  through  all  the  speeches  :  it  would 
take  too  long  to  do  so.  I  may,  however,  say 
this :  that  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  followed  the  lead  of  other  honourable 
members.  After  preaching  economy  and  no 
loans  whatever,  in  winding  up  his  speech  he 
said  what  was  required  in  his  district  was  a 
road  survey  between  Napier  and  Wairoa,  and 
unless  that  was  done  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony  could  not  be  attained.  So  he  fell  into 
the  same  line  as  those  who  had  already  ad- 
dressed the  House  —  namely,  that  tho  thing 
necessary  for  the  colony  was  simply  to  give 
some  money  for  their  own  districts. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Incorrect. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— In  what  respect  ?  Did  the 
honourable  member  not  say  it  was  necessary 
there  should  be  a  road  survey  in  his  district  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  it  must  have  come 
out  by  accident  when  ho  was  speaking  about 
borrowing. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  deprecated  all  bor- 
rowing, but  said,  if  the  Premier  would  have 
borrowing,  I  ought  to  have  my  share. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — The  honourable  member 
deprecates  all  borrowing;  but  he  has  not  the 
courage  of  his  opinions  to  oppose  all  borrowing 
and  to  show  self-sacrifice ;  but  he  says,  "  Well, 
let  us  have  a  scramble,  and  I  must  get  so  much 
for  my  roads."  The  next  thing  we  had  was  a 
speech  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu.  The  honourable  member  for  Moeraki,  I 
think,  has  very  well  criticised  it.  It  consisted 
of  sound  and  fury,  or,  to  put  it  in  another  way, 
there  was  the  thunder  without  the  lightning. 
I  will  give  one  test  as  to  the  accuracy  of  his 
facts.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  private 
companies  have  been  able  to  construct  railways 
cheaper  than  the  Government,  and  I  think  ho 
instanced  the  Rakaia  Forks  and  other  branches. 
He  did  not  mention,  perhaps,  these  particu- 
lar lines,  but  I  understood  that  he  was  hinting 
at  them.  I  would  point  out  to  him  that  the 
cheapest  -  constructed  line  in  the  colony  has 
been  constructed  by  the  General  Government. 
Forty-two  miles  of  railway  were  constructed 
at  a  cost  of  £2,648  per  mile  —  namely,  the 
Malvem-Whitecliffs  Railway;  so  that,  as  far 
as  this  is  concerned,  his  facts  were  wrong. 
The  next  thing  we  heard  about  was  railway 
management.  I  should  like  honourable  mem- 
bers to  state  exactly  what  they  mean  by  rail- 
way management.  Do  they  wish  the  fares  to  be 
lowered  ?  Do  they  want  fewer  trains  to  be  run  ? 
Do  they  want  fewer  employes  on  the  railways  ? 
Do  they  want  worse  carriages  ?  Let  us  hear  it 
stated  wherein  they  consider  the  management 
defective.  I  know  the  honourable  member  re- 
ierred  to  certain  officers  leaving  and  going  off 
Sir  R,  Stout 


to  other  colonies.    Why?    Because  they  got 
better  pay  there. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No,  they  did  not. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  the  reason  given^ 
and  we  could  have  retained  Mr.  Smith's  ser- 
vices if  we  had  been  prepared  to  pay  a  larger 
salary. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  about  Back  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  not  aware  of  the  facts 
in  that  case,  but  I  am  informed  that  we  could 
have  retained  his  services  if  we  had  paid  him  & 
larger  salary.  I  can  say  this,  also:  that  the 
tendency  of  New  Zealand  has  always  been  to 
keep  the  salaries  of  our  officers  small.  If  yon 
take  Victoria,  the  General  Manager  of  lUil- 
ways  gets  £3,000  a  year.  If  you  take  Sydney 
you  will  find  the  same  large  salaries  paid.  You 
cannot  expect  officers  of  a  high  class  to  remain 
in  New  Zealand  on  salaries  *of  £600,  £800,  or 
£1,000  a  year  if  they  can  get  £2,000  a  year  in 
other  colonies.  I  want  to  know  the  specific 
blot  in  the  railway  management.  What  is  it? 
Let  me  deal  now  with  the  question  of  fares. 
So  far  as  fares  are  concerned,  the  Government 
have  reduced  fares  to  such  an  extent  that  we 
have  given  to  the  producers  at  least  £50,000  or 
£G0,000,  if  not  more. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  producers? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — I  think  the  honourable 
member  has  always  said  that  there  is  only  one 
class  of  producers  in  New  Zealand — namely, 
the  agriculturists.  They  have  been  the  per- 
sons who  have  mainly  benefited.  The  gold- 
fields  have  not  benefited.  The  agriculturists 
and  those  who  produce  wool  have  got  the  bene- 
fit of  these  reduced  fares.  Could  honourable 
members  do  with  a  less  number  of  trains,  with 
fewer  officers,  with  fewer  conveniences  upon 
our  railways?  We  are  placed  in  this  diffi- 
culty: We  have  what  may  be  termed  "cast- 
iron  charges,"  which  apply  to  almost  all  parti 
of  the  colony  :  there  are  only  a  few  exceptions. 
We  cannot  do  w^hat  a  private  person  would  do. 
Suppose  a  man  wished  to  have  eo  many  tons  of 
goods  or  thousands  of  sheep  carried,  he  might 
go  to  a  private  person  and  say,  **  If  you  mak» 
a  concession  you  will  get  my  freight."  The 
Government  cannot  make  concessions.  We 
can  only  say,  *'  There  are  our  rates,  and  w» 
can  only  be  guided  by  our  rates."  Are  you  U>. 
say  that  non-political  Boards  are  to  manflf^ 
our  railways,  and  that  the  country  is  t» 
allow  these  Boards  to  say  what  tho  rates  an 
to  be,  and  what  private  arrangements  are  to 
be  made?  I  say  this  Parliament  will  never 
yield  to  that.  There  is  an  enormous  danger 
in  handing  over  the  management  of  any  of  our 
affairs  to  Boards  which  have  no  responsibility; 
and  we  have  had  an  example  of  that  already. 
When  I  was  at  Melbourne  some  three  yeait 
ago  there  was  then  a  great  craze  there  aboat 
divesting  Parliament  of  all  its  powers  and 
giving  those  powers  over  to  Boards.  I  thon^ 
over  it,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  papeOi 
pointing  out  what  this  would  mean.  It  ^routt 
mean  that  democracy  had  been  a  failara.  B 
our  Parliament  is  unable  to  manage  our  bw 
ness,  and  if  we  must  hand  over  all  our  afiaiii 
to  non-political  Boards,  what  does  it  mean  ?  II 
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means  that  popular  iiistitiitions  have  failed — 
tepresentative  institutions  have  failed.    Then, 
we  ask,  where  is  the  thing  to  end?    What 
tiien  is  to  be  done  ?    I  say  you  have  this  other 
lUfficnlty  to  meet :  that  you  cannot  trust  any 
Government   to  make  what    arrangements  it 
pleases  with  those  who  wish  freight  to  be  car- 
ried ;  and  you  must,  whatever  damage  it  may 
do  the  railways  now  and  again,  keep  to  certain 
fixt-d  tariff  rates  to  the  letter.    You  will  always 
have  this  difficulty,  and  it  is  a  difficulty  you 
cannot  get  over.     Where,  then,  has  the  maua|;e- 
mcnt  been  ineffective?   I  ask  those  honourable 
XDcmhers  who  make  general  charges  to  name 
vberc  the  defect  is,  and  let  us  see  what  it  is. 
Kow,  I  have  referred  to  the  question  of  railway 
man&gement,  and,  before  passing  to  the  ques- 
tion of  general  borrowing,  lot  me  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  schedule  of  the  Bill.     We  have 
attempted,  in  dealing  with  this  schedule,  to 
ewrry  out  v/hat  we  laid  down  in  1884 — namely, 
to  bring  to   paying   points   the   uncompleted 
railways.    I  am  not  going  over  the  whole  of 
the  railways.     Some  of  them  I  know  only  par- 
tially, though,  no  doubt,  I  have  seen  them,  and 
have  information  regarding  them  from  reading. 
But  the  others  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  as 
to  n^ost  of  the  lines  we  have  been  guided  by  our 
'■  exports,  and  have  allocated  to  each  a  sufficient 
B«3ir>  to  make  the  money  already  expended  pro- 
duce something.    Let  us  take  the  railway  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
fts  rji  example  of  the  line  followed  in  dealing 
^ith  that  schedule.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man frankly  admitted  that,  as  far  as  the  Eden- 
dale  -  Fortrose   Eaihvay  is   concerned,  if  the 
monoy  proposed  for  it  is  expended  it  will  take 
the  line  to  a  paying  point,  and  it  will  make 
of  ^me  value  a  railway  that  has  been  par- 
tially constructed  for  years.     There  are  some 
miles  of  line  there  on  which  a  train  hardly 
ever  runs— perfectly  useless ;  and  it  will  con- 
tinue to  bo  useless   until   a  tunnel  is  made 
about  a  mile  farther  on,  to  enable  the  line  to 
reach  a  main  road.    Tliat  is  the  line  we  have 
followed  in  dealing  with  this  schedule.     So  far 
as  the  Seaward  Bush  Railway  is  concerned, 
the  vote  proposed  will  not  take  it  to  a  very  pay- 
ing point,   but  to  a  point  where   it  will  pay 
something,  because  bush  and  village  settlement 
is  ;,'oing  on  there.     We  have  followed  the  same 
principle  as  to  the  Switzers  line.    If  the  money 
prcpoged  is  not  expended  tlicre,  many  thousands 
of  ponnds  already  spent  must  continue  to  lie 
tJtterly  v;astcd.     As  to  the  Otago  Central,  too, 
when  the  money  asked  for  is  used  it  will  be 
found  that  that  lino  will  be  used,  that  part  of 
it  will  be  opened  for  traffic,  thougli  it  will  not 
he  carried  to  a  point  that  will  make  it  a  very 
paying  line,  because  it  will  not  go  sufficiently 
far  into  the  interior  of  the  country.    Coming 
to  the  North  Island  lines,  wo  have  followed  the 
same  principle  there.     W^e  propose  to  take  on 
the  WeUington-Woodville  line  from  Jlaurice- 
ville  to  what  will  be  the  large  centre  of  Eketa- 
hnna,  and  that  line  will  then  pay  more  than  it 
would  if  it  were  left  at  Mauriceville.    As  to  the 
Gorge  line,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said, 
behave  not  asked  for  sufficient  to  construct 


the  line  to  Palmcrston  from  Woodville.  But 
we  know  it  must  take  more  than  two  years  to 
complete  that  line,  looking  at  the  nature  of  the 
work,  and  therefore  we  have  asked  for  sufficienir 
for  two  years,  and  when  the  two  years  have 
passed  another  vote  will  have  to  be  asked  for. 
It  is  absurd  to  talk  about  that  line  paying 
till  the  whole  of  the  line  is  made.  It  can- 
not be  carried  to  any  special  paying  point 
until  the  whole  line  is  made.  There  has  been 
some  hint  thrown  out  that  the  construction 
of  the  Westport-Inangahua  line  will  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Midland  Railway  Company. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  it  will  be:  I  do  nob 
disguise  it  for  a  moment.  But  I  ask  those 
honourable  members  who  have  complained 
as  to  the  Gorge  line,  does  not  precisely  the 
same  argument  apply  in  regard  to  it?  Does- 
not  the  completion  of  the  Gorge  line  before  the 
Masterton  line  is  finished  to  Woodville  mean 
the  diverting  of  all  the  Hawke's  Bay  traffic  to- 
the  line  of  the  Manawatu  Company? — and  if 
you  force  on  the  construction  of  the  Gorge  line, 
you  are  simply  forcing  the  Government  to  buy 
the  Manawatu  Company's  line  at  their  own 
price.  I  warn  the  House  of  that.  I  say  there 
will  be  an  attempt — I  see  it  coming — by  the 
Manawatu  Railway  people  to  force  the  Go- 
vernment to  buy  that  line  at  an  extravagant 
price  ;  and  the  sudden  completion  of  the  Gorge 
line  is  simply  giving  them  a  premium  for  that 
purpose ;  and  I  ask  the  House  to  be  careful  of 
that  in  dealing  with  this  question.  It  has  been 
said  of  the  Blenheim-Tophouse  and  Westport- 
Inangahua  lines  that  their  construction  will 
benefit  the  Midland  line.  I  admit  at  once 
that  they  will  beneiit  the  Midland  line  when 
it  is  completed ;  but  how  do  we  propose  to  deal 
with  that  matter?  I  ask  the  House  to  look 
at  the  counter-proposition  of  the  Opposition, 
What  is  it?  Has  this  House  forgotten?  Has 
it  not  read  the  schedule  of  the  Three-Million 
Loan  Act  ?  Their  proposition  was  to  construct 
a  line  along  what  may  be  called  the  Kaikoura 
Cliffs  to  join  the  Canterbury  line  at  Red- 
post.  It  was  to  be  a  line  from  the  Awatere 
along  the  eastern  coast.  And  what  would  the 
construction  of  that  eastern  line  mean  ?  Talk 
about  constructing  useless  lines  of  railway! 
why,  the  construction  of  that  line  would 
very  largely  increase  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty of  a  gentleman  who  practically  owns 
the  County  of  Cheviot,  and  it  would  largely 
increase  the  value  of  Clifford  and  Wells's  pro- 
perty northward ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Go- 
vernment ought  not  to  start  the  construction 
of  such  a  lino  as  that  until  it  has  got  from 
the  present  landowners  sufficient  land  to  make 
a  number  of  small  settlements.  It  has  no 
right  to  make  a  railway  which  would  largely 
increase  the  value  of  those  properties,  withdut 
getting  any  equivalent.  And  yet  the  l^onour- 
ablo  member  for  Mataura  moves  such  an 
amendment  that  its  whole  object  is  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  large  landowners  in  thi 
Provincial  District  of  Marlborough.  I  know 
the  land,  and  I  know  also  the  pressure  pu^ 
the  Government  in  reference  to  this,  *•" 
honourable  members  opposite  also. 
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An  Hon.  Member.— The  Land  for  Settlement 
Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— A  hint  is  enough  to  ft  person 
who  understands.  Kow  I  come  to  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Tophouse-Blenheim  line.  I  say 
this  House  has  to  face  this  thing :  Wo  have 
to  connect  the  East  and  West  Coasts,  as  was 
promised,  hy  one  of  two  ways — either  to  run 
a  line  down  the  East  Coast  in  front  of  the 
Kaikoura  Mountains  to  Red-post,  or  to  take 
a  lino  from  Tophouse  to  Blenheim — and  the 
question  that  the  House  has  to  settle  is,  Which 
is  the  cheaper  mode?  And  I  appeal  to  any 
honourahlo  member  who  takes  the  plans  and 
the  routes,  and  the  information  which  is  avail- 
able, to  say  what  conclusion  can  bo  come  to. 
I  say  there  is  only  one,  and  that  if  ihe  colony 
can  get  rid  of  constructing  a  line  down  the 
East  Coast  to  Red-post  it  will  be  cheaper  and 
better  to  make  the  line  to  Tophouse.  But 
what  do  we  propose  in  reference  to  that  line  ? 
We  propose  that  only  the  surveys  shall  be 
made  this  year,  because  wo  recognize  that  if 
the  Midland  lino  is  not  constructed,  or  if  it 
does  not  go  that  way,  then  the  Tophouse  line 
will  not  serve  a  sufficiently  good  purpose,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  constructed.  We  there- 
fore ask  for  only  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
surveys  this  year ;  and  next  year,  if  we  see  that 
the  Midland  line  is  going  by  Tophouse,  we 
propose  to  proceed  with  the  work.  And  so  it 
is  in  reference  to  the  Westport-Inangahua  line. 
I  would  like  to  know  what  the  House  is  going 
to  do,  if  that  line  is  not  to  be  made.  Are  we 
to  maintain  at  a  largo  expense  the  present 
BuUer  Road  fit  for  heavy  traffic  ?  The  county 
cannot  maintain  it.  It  is  merely  a  question 
of  cheapness — whether  the  colony  shall  main- 
tain a  good  road  for  heavy  traffic,  or  shall 
continue  the  railway  to  take  up  the  traffic. 
I  had  forgotten  the  reference  to  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan.  Many  honourable  mem- 
bers have  referred  to  that,  and  some  have 
spoken  of  nothing  else,  though  we  have  been 
discussing  the  general  Loan  Bill.  I  do  not 
blame  them,  however,  because  it  may  shorten 
our  debates,  and  that  is  something  that  re- 
quires attention,  considering  how  many  days 
we  have  spent  over  this  Bill.  But  honourable 
members  have  been  entirely  inaccurate  in  say- 
ing that  all  the  money  has  been  taken  from 
that  loan  for  road  and  river  works.  We  have 
incurred  no  less  than  £109,301  5s.  8d.  expen- 
diture for  railway  works  proper  on  the  trunk 
line — that  is,  for  purely  railway  works — ^while 
the  total  amount  taken  for  surveys,  roads  and 
river  works,  station-buildings,  and  all  other 
purposes,  including  contracts  let  to  Natives, 
salaries,  wages,  and  everything,  does  not 
amount  to  so  much  money.  The  fact  is,  the 
money  already  expended  on  railway  works 
alone  on  the  trunk  line  amounts  to  £30,000, 
and  we  have  liabilities  to  the  amount  of 
£79,170;  so  that,^;So  far  as  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Line  Loan  is  concerned,  we  have  at- 
tempted faithfully  to  carry  out  what  we  pro- 
posed years  ago  in  reference  to  the  expenditure 
on  that  line.  Now,  it  is  said  we  have  no  right 
to  take  expenditure  for  the  purchase  of  Native 


land  out  of   that  loan.     Where  else  is  it  ti 
come  from? 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Out  of  the  £800M^ 
free  for  the  House  to  spend. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Out  of  the  £800,000?  1 
simply  means  this :  Is  it  to  come  out  of  tfc| 
other  loan-money?  And  those  honouiaUj 
members  who  continually  say  we  should  mti 
borrow  money  are  asking  us  to  borrow  more  fK 
the  purchase  of  Native  land.  VTh&t  was  teJ 
resolution  passed  last  year?  It  was  that«», 
should  purchase  at  least  five  hundred  thousaai- 
acres  of  Native  land;  and,  as  I  understooi3 
it,  many  honourable  members  thought  i 
should  have  a  good  many  hundred  thousazA' 
acres  more.  Is  payment  for  all  that  to  corns ' 
out  of  loan-money  ?  Is  this  borrowing  never 
to  cease?  Those  honourable  members  win 
stand  up  here  and  denounce  an^'  more  bomnh^ 
ing  are  the  very  members  who  demand  thik  I 
there  should  be  more  borrowing  to  pay  for  | 
Native  land.  I  believe  that  under  our  Natii*  , 
Land  Administration  Bill  there  will  not  be  the  | 
same  need  for  purchasing  Native  land  by  the 
Government  as  there  has  been  in  the  past  I 
hope  the  Natives  themselves  will  be  able  te 
provide  for  the  disposal  of  their  land  on  settle- 
ment conditions,  and  that  the  State  will  doI 
need  to  interfere  in  that  as  it  has  done  in  the 
past.  But  I  tell  honourable  gentlemen  that 
they  have  got  to  face  this  question  about  more 
loan -money  ;  and  I  say  that  the  taking  of  thk 
£l00,tKX)  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands- 
considering  that  we  propose  that  any  profit 
which  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  land 
afterwards  shall  go  in  aid  of  the  North  IsUnd 
Trunk  Railway — is  a  reasonable  and  just  pro- 
position, and  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  it 
I  come  now  to  the  question  of  the  general  bor- 
rowing, which  the  colony  has  to  face.  I  have 
already  said  that  I  do  not  believe  this  colony 
caji  afford  to  go  on  borrowing  vast  sums  of 
money  for  all  kinds  of  works.  I  believe  it 
should  attempt  to  construct  its  buildings  oat 
of  its  consolidated  revenue ;  I  believe  it 
should  attempt  to  construct  its  roads — except 
those  which  are  required  to  open  up  Crown 
lands,  and  perhaps  some  into  very  remote  dis- 
tricts— by  giving  aid  to  local  bodies;  and,  so 
far  as  railways  are  concerned,  it  must  finish 
some  of  its  lines,  and  it  may  have  to  constrnefi 
some  new  lines.  I  disagree  entirely  with  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  say  that  roads  aie 
of  more  importance  than  railways.  I  say  that 
a  country  which  has  got  to  export  its  produce, 
and  has  got  to  rely  upon  a  large  export  of  pro- 
duce to  maintain  its  present  position,  cannot 
do  away  with  the  machines  which  make  pro- 
duction at  a  cheap  rate  possible — and  these 
aro  railways.  If  you  wish  to  see  what  btf 
been  done  in  the  way  of  increasing  production, 
go  to  India  and  see  how  many  miles  of  railway 
have  been  made  there.  Something  like  fifteeo 
thousand  miles  of  railway ; — and  I  believe  it  is 
proposed  to  make  some  twenty  or  thirty  thoa- 
sand  miles  more.  And  what  is  the  resolt? 
They  have  cheapened  production  to  such  sfi 
extent  that  India  is  now  able  to  compete  with 
the  colonies  and  other  wheat-producmg  cosn* 
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tries.     It  is  impossible  for  us  to  compete  -with 
other  coontries  if  we  have  no  railways  to  take 
our  products  to  the  seaboard.    Take,  for  ex- 
Ample,  central  Otago.      We  know  that  there 
«re  thousands  of  acres  in  the  centre  of  Otago  of 
the  finest  wheat  land  in  the  colony  or  perhaps 
m  any  country.      Can  the  people  there  get 
their  produce  to  the  seaboard  at  a  rate  which 
mil  pay,  unless  they  have  a  railway?    It  is 
impossible.    Again,  in  the  interior  of  this  very 
province,  can  you  make  a  bush  settlement  be- 
tween Mauriceville  and  Woodville  pay  without 
a  railway  ?    And  the  settlements  in  the  North 
of  Auckland — can  they  be  successful  without  a 
lailway  ?    I  say  you  cannot  make  these  settle- 
ments'in  the  North  of  Auckland  prosperous 
vith  roads  and  water-carriage,   because  you 
lequiro  a   considerable   amount  of  money  to 
make  your  roads  to  the  water  —  and  indeed 
they  would  cost  more  than  to  extend  the  rail- 
way up  to  the  north.     Therefore  the  colony 
lias  to  face  the  question  that  it  cannot  com- 
pete with  other  countries  in  its  produce  un- 
less it  has  railways,    so   that    it   may   have 
theap  carriage  to  the  seaboard  for  its  wheat 
and  wool.      I    ask    the    House    to   think  of 
that  in  connection  with  borrowing.     Honour- 
able members  have  said  that  my  views    on 
borrowing  have  changed.     Sir,  I  deny  that.     I 
«ay  that  in  every  speech  I  have  made— and  I 
spoke  twice   at  Dunedin  and  once  at  Inver- 
cargill  —  there  has  been  no  conflict  in  any 
statement  I  have  made.      I  said  to  my  con- 
stituents at  Dunedin  the  same   as  I  said  at 
Invercargill.     I  said  I  was  not  going  to  bo  one 
to  call  for  large  borrowing  for  borrowing's  sake; 
but  I  said  to  them  as  I  have  said  to-night — and 
I  gave  them  the  same  illustration — that  if  you 
wish  to  increase  production  in  this  colony  you 
must  have  the  means  of  cheap  transit  to  the 
seaboard,  and  that  can  only  be  got  by  railways. 
Therefore  we  cannot  stop  borrowing.   But  I  say 
sow,  as  I  said  then,  that  those  who  wish  to  sec 
this  colony  prosperous,  and  who,  like  myself, 
have  made  it  our  home,  must  be  very  careful  as 
to  how  we  treat  that  borrowing.     I  say  that  in 
two  or  three  years  we  shall  have  to  stop  borrow- 
ing.   I  ask  the  House  to  face  that.    I  have 
said  that  all  through  the  session,  and  I  have 
asked  the  House  to  rise  to  the  occasion  with  a 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice ;  but  I  got  no  response. 
I  said  that  with  regard  to  school-buildings, 
aa  well  as  with  regard  to  our  own  Govern- 
ment bdildings,  we    should   make  no  provi- 
oon  for  them  in  future  out  of  loan.    Could 
1  get  a  response  to   that?      Could  I  get  a 
majority  for    that    proposition  ?    No.    Mem- 
bers would  not  face  the  difficulty.     And  I  say 
that,  as  for  any  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  having 
been  displayed  in  this  House   by  those  who 
have  most  denounced  the  system  of  borrowing 
befoie  their  constituents,  there  has  absolutely 
been  none.     Have  they  shown  any  of  that 
^int  of  self-sacrifice  which  would  render  bor- 
rowing unnecessary  ?     No ;  not  the  least.     I 
tell  them  now  again  that  if  the  colony  is  not 
to  he  driven  into  ruin  the  time  must  come 
i    iriien  we  shall  have  to  face  direct  and  indirect 
i    *«ation,  and  when  this  colony  wiU  borrow  no 


more.  But  how  is  that  to  be  done  ?  Have  I 
seen  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House  this 
session  to  do  it?  No;  none.  Honourable 
gentlemen  have  been  continually  saying,  "  We 
will  not  have  any  burdens  put  on  the  people  ; 
there  shall  be  nothing  put  on  the  land.  No  ; 
not  even  charitable  aid  shall  bo  charged  to 
the  land  ;  school-buildings  shall  not  be  charged 
on  the  land :  but,  come  from  whore  it  will,  we 
must  have  the  money,  and  you  dare  not  touch 
the  land."  But  will  the  Consolidated  Fund 
bear  it  ?  It  is  not  increasing,  but  decreasing ; 
and  we  have  to  face  that  question  also.  And 
how  is  it  to  be  met  ?  By  strict  economy.  And 
when  I  attempted  to  apply  a  general  principle 
to  dealing  with  the  Civil  Service  in  regard  to 
economy,  how,  again,  was  I  met  by  this  House  ? 
Those  very  honourable  members  who,  inside 
and  outside  the  House,  continually  talked  about 
economy  and  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  Civil 
servants — how  did  they  act?  When  I  proposed 
a  perfectly  fair  scheme  of  an  independent  Com- 
mission, so  that  at  the  same  time  the  rights  of 
the  Civil  servants  and  the  rights  of  the  colony 
should  be  preserved,  and  economy  obtained 
— how  did  those  honourable  gentlemen  act? 
They  voted  dead  against  the  proposal.  I  say 
this  House  is  not  sincere  in  its  expression  of 
desire  for  economy  and  no  more  borrowing. 
I  do  not  believe  that  one-half  of  those  honour- 
able members  who  spoke  so  much  about  eco- 
nomy when  before  their  constituents  have 
shown  the  least  practical  desire  for  it  this 
session.  And  now,  with  reference  to  this  Loan 
Bill,  what  is  their  proposal  ?  Let  mo  test  their 
proposal.  They  propose  that  the  Government 
shall  amend  the  schedule  by  striking  out 
£175,000,  which  they  say  is  unnecessary ;  but 
they  are  going  to  devote  it  to  other  works.  I 
tell  them  that,  if  they  were  true  economists, 
they  would  boldly  say  at  once,  "  Knock  that 
off  the  loan.  We  will  do  with  so  much  less." 
I  say  it  is  a  perfect  farce  and  sham  to  talk  as 
they  do.  How  did  they  hawk  this  amendment 
about?  They  have  had  caucuses,  and  there 
has  been  lobbying  going  on.  There  are  two  or 
three  ways  of  caucusing.  Sometimes  a  caucus 
is  held  by  tvro,  or  three,  or  four  ;  and  this  one 
will  say,  **  How  do  you  think  this  will  do  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  that  ?  Will  you  agree  to 
this  ?  "  I  knew  of  this  amendment  before  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  it.  I  knew 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
meant  when  he  said  that  there  might  be 
something  moved.  I  knew  why  he  did  not 
speak  on  the  first  night.  He  was  waiting  for 
something  to  turn  up.  Sir,  the  very  fact  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  moving 
such  an  amendment  and  not  proposing  to  re- 
duce the  loan  by  £175,000  shows  that  he  and 
those  who  vote  with  him  are  not  sincere  in 
their  professed  desire  for  no  more  borrowing. 
And  how  is  this  new  allocation  to  be  made? 
The  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  talked 
of  consolidating  votes;  but  I  should  like  to  ask, 
is  there  no  consolidation  of  votes  here  ?  Why, 
the  thing  is  too  plain;  it  is  too  transparent. 
Let  me  read  it.  Tophousc-Blenheim  Hallway 
— ^that  is  to  be  struck  out.    But  what  will  th — 
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honourable  member  for  Wairau  say?  ^Yhat  ' 
vtiix  tln^  honourablo  member  for  Picton  say? 
It  will  r.cver  do  to  ofTeiul  them.  Wo  must  pro- 
pose soiuetliirg  eUc.  What  shall  it  be  ?  We 
will  give  them  half  for  the  Awatcro  line  :  that 
will  meet  their  views.  Then,  of  course,  thero 
aro  hor.oiirable  members  north  of  Auckland 
wlio  have  to  be  looked  after ;  so  wo  will  give 
a  littlo  moil',  to  them.  And  Hawke's  Bay  has 
to  bo  appv.iued.  Tlio  honourable  member  for 
llawko's  Bay  has  had  the  honesty  to  say  that, 
although  he  is  opposed  to  all  borrowing!,  still, 
as  loans  are  going  al)out,  ho  may  as  woli  liavo 
a  littlo  for  his  district, ;  so  we  \m11  appease  him 
by  giving  a  little  more  to  the  Gorcro  lino.  I'h-  n 
there  aro  tho  Wellington  mcmbois;  and  there 
is  tho  Wellington  and  ^lanawatu  Company, 
which  has  a  pretty  strong  intUience  i:x  this 
House  :  wo  must  also  please  them.  And  then 
they  wish  to  catch  the  honourable  mcmht-r  for 
Mount  Ida  and  to  consolidate  his  vote  ;  so  tlioy 
give  another  £GO,000  to  the  Otago  Central 
Kail  way.  The  thing  is  too  transparent.  But. 
at  all  events,  I  was  pkiu^ed  to  see  that  the 
movi-r  of  the  amendment  was  content  with  tho 
littlo  gift  they  gavo  liim  of  £10,000  for  his 
tronhie  in  preparing  the  amendment.  Con- 
solitK.Ling  votes,  indeed  1  the  thing  is  too  tranb- 
parent.  These  are  the  proposals  of  the  non- 
borrowers  I  And  what  does  this  amen'linont 
mei.v.  ?  Wo  have  provided  this  year  liia^  only 
the  ;i mount  for  surve^s  in  connection  with  the 
exp.  .i.:iture  .of  this  i*  170, (KK)  —  about  .i:i!.()00 
or  i  .000 — sliail  be  spent,  and  in  the  meantime 
tlii.<  '.175,0uO  will  reniiun  in  the  chest.  *'  Ah  ! 
but,"  the  honourable  gentleman  says,  '*  do  not 
let  it  remain  there.  I  Lave  no  borrowing,  no  ex- 
per.  .itiire:  but  Lt  us  spend  tliis."  1  ask  tho 
llou- •  to  lock  at  th»'  matter  from  an  economi- 
cal |.  »:i.t  of  view.  H«  \v  does  it  affect  that  ?  If 
it  SI  .Id  turn  out  tlu.C  the  Miuhmd  Railv.ay  is 
not  e ju^tructed  as  propo.std,  and  we  find  it  is 
not  Cv)  go  on,  then  wt-  shall  have  this  money  to 
be  ('.e.Jt  with  bv  Parliament  by  some  alteration 
of  this  Loan  Bill  at  a  future  time;  but  if  tliis 
amt  inlmcnt  is  carried  the  money  is  gone.  But, 
if  the*  Midlaiid  Railway  is  constructed,  I  ask 
ihe  House  to  say  whether  the  members  from 
Cai.tLrbury,  Marlborough,  Ntlson,  and  West- 
Jaiui  demjind  that  there  shall  be  communica- 
tion by  way  of  Tophou-e,  and  what  will  happen 
then. '  They  will  come  down  and  ask  for  more 
money  to  construct  this  line  :  and  the  iMarl- 
borough  people  will  say,  *'  We  will  vote  for 
tliis.  We  have  got  tlie  A\%atere  line,  but  there 
i.>  no  reason  why  wc  should  not  have  this  also." 
And  so  thoy  will  vote  for  it.  Do  not  let  the 
llou>o  bo  led  astray.  They  will  vote  for  this 
amendment  now,  and  then,  if  the  Midland  Rail- 
way is  made,  this  Tophouseline  must  be  made, 
and  in  a  year  or  two,  when  all  this  money  is 
gone,  the  House  will  be  called  upon  to  provide 
funds  for  constructing  that  line.  Sir,  that 
is  what  the  llou^o  has  to  face.  I  say  il.e 
only  tnie  way  to  put  a  stop  to  borro\\ing  is 
ln>t  to  bi^j;iu  and  cast  what  you  can  on  the 
loealities  and  on  the  Consolidated  Fund.  That 
is  how  wo  ».h.\U  ha\o  to  benn  to  edge  cl!. 
You  must  do  ( hat  gradually.  Vou  cannot  do  it 
.Sir  U.  Stout 


all  at  once.  And,  Sir,  I  have  Attempted  ear 
since  I  have  been  on  these  benches  to  get  ih» 
House  to  face  it,  because  we  have  got  to  faceifc 
sooner  or  later — within  two  or  three  yean,  I 
think ;  and  if  this  colony  is  to  pass  throngh  rte 
financial  crisis  satisfactorily  it  will  be  the  dotf 
of  the  Houso  to  arrange  its  finances  so  that  «• 
may  bo  able  to  edge  off  by  placing  some  of  t^ 
ch argils  upon  the  local  bodies,  and  by  puttisf 
others  upon  tho  consolidated  revenue.  I  look 
forward  to  the  time  when,  instead  of  borro^nag 
a  million  a  year,  wc  shall  spend  half  a  million 
a  year  of  borrowed  money.  But  you  can  ocly 
do  that  by  getting  rid  of  the  expenditure  cm 
roads  and  general  purposes.  We  ore  attempt- 
ing that  to  some  extent  this  year,  and  we  have 
to  do  more  in  that  direction  nest  year.  I  hope 
that  next  year  wo  shall  not  have  half  the  tain 
for  these  purposes  on  tho  estimates  that  we 
have  on  this  year.  I  hope  wc  shall  get  rid  of 
at  least  £100^000  for  defence.  Then  there  is  ft 
largo  amount  left  to  us  as  a  legacy  under  the 
Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act:  I  hope 
we  shall  see  nothing  of  that  next  year.  I  hope, 
too.  that  next  year  there  will  be  nothing  for 
ro;ul«?  and  bridges  north  of  Auckland.  And  so 
I  might  go  on  through  each  item  if  time  per- 
mitted. I  will  only  say  that  I  hope  that  nexi 
year  the  public  works  estimates  will  show  s 
reduction  on  these  items  of  one-half,  and  that 
gradually  we  shall  get  rid  of  them  altogether. 
I  ask  this  House,  I  entreat  this  House,  to  think 
of  this  in  the  future.  I  say  that  none  of  us 
have  really  felt  what  we  ought  to  feel;  bat 
since  I  have  been  in  office  I  have  striven,  by 
various  Bills  introduced,  to  get  the  House 
and  the  colony  to  face  the  difficulty  by 
throwii.g  chargrs  on  to  localities,  and,  as  ftf 
as  possible,  on  the  consolidated  revenue. 
This  House  was  not  inclined  to  face  it  in 
18^1,  it  was  not  inclined  to  face  it  last  year, 
a:.d  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  inclined  to  face 
it  thi.^year.  And  let  me  say  one  word  mote. 
I  admit  tho  generous  spirit  which  has  been 
shov.n  to  the  Government  by  many  membeis 
of  this  House  ;  but  I  say — and  I  do  not  ssy 
it  merily  for  myself — that  every  one  of  the 
Mini^tLrs  has  endeavoured  to  the  utmost 
degree  to  promote  economy  in  the  public  ser- 

'  vice.  And  only  those  who  have  been  on  these 
benches  know  the  difficulties  of  the  position- 
know  the  wants  and  demands  that  are  con* 

'  stan:ly  made  upon  ^linisters ;  and  in  grappling 
with  those  diiiiculties  we  may  have  offended 
many  mtmbers.  because  we  have  had  to  ssy, 
*•  We  cannot  aiTord"  this  or  that.  And  I  say 
this,  further,  to  the  House:  that,  if  oar  sap- 
portt  i>4  and  our  opponents  will  only  meet  us  in 
a  gi.nerous  spirit,  if  they  will  only  aid  us  in 
preventing  burdens  of  debt  and  other  burdens 
being  added  to  this  colony,  which  it  cannot 
bear,  we  may  bo  able  to  promote  true  economy. 
Of  course  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way, 
especially  in  a  democratic  colony  like  this,  ai 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  pointed 
out ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the 
weakness  of  a  democracy  :  that  it  does  not  look 
far  enough  ahead.  And  members  of  this  Bocae 
have  to  combat  influences  which  ought  not  to 
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be  brought  to  bear  against  them.  I  admit  the 
difficulties ;  but  they  must  be  met.  I  ask  this 
House  to  think  of  that.  I  ask  it  not  to  agree 
to  this  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura,  because  it  is  not  moved  in  a 
friendly  spirit ;  but  I  say,  let  the  House  discuss 
the  schedule  if  it  will.  If  honourable  members 
can  honestly  say  that  money  can  be  saved  on 
that  schedule,  let  it  be  saved,  and  let  us  borrow 
•0  much  tlic  less.  Let  us  commence  at  once 
to  taper  off  the  borrowing,  and,  whatever  the 
oonsequcnces,  show  our  regard  for  the  future 
of  the  colony  and  for  the  happiness  of  its 
people. 

Mr.  BKYCE. — I  had  not  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  full  purport  of  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Premier ;  but  I  did  hear  him,  as  I  came 
into  the  Chamber,  say  that  a  Committee  of 
the  Legislative  Council  had  twice  passed  a  re- 
solution in  favour  of  the  Himatangi  claims  to 
which  lie  said  I  did  not  refer.  I  must  say  I 
think  the  Premier's  excellent  memory  has 
failed  him  on  this  occasion,  for  1  did  mention 
the  fact  with  the  utmost  distinctness. 

Sir  R-  STOUT.— You  mentioned  that  the 
Legislative  Council  once  passed  the  resolution. 
Mr.  BRYCE.— I  said  a  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council  had  passed  a  resolution, 
As  for  the  rest — the  manner  in  which  Dr. 
Boiler  worked  about  the  lobbies,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  estimates  were  rushed  through 
—these  are  matters  of  notoriety ;  and  if  tho 
Premier  did  not  know  of  them,  well,  I  can  only 
Mj  that  evcr>'  one  else  did. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — I  wish  also 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The  House 
may  remember  that  the  Premier  stated  that  I, 
in  speaking  to  my  constituents,  referred  to  only 
thrM  subjects — economy,  the  Otago  Central, 
•nd  the  gold  duty;  and,  when  I  interjected 
that  I  had  never  mentioned  the  gold  duty  at 
all,  the  Premier  picked  up  a  newspaper  and 

?Tioted  some  thing  which  seemed  to  confute  what 
had  said.  I  can  only  say  that  tho  paper 
from  which  ho  quoted  is  in  my  hand.  It  is  a 
report  of  a  Bpoccn  which  I  delivered  at  Nascby. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— St.  Bathan's. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  coming 
to  that.  The  only  speech  which  is  reported  is 
the  speech  that  I  delivered  at  Nascby,  and  it 
is  here  in  six  columns;  and,  although  I  was 
■peaking  to  a  mining  commimity,  it  so  hap- 
pened that  I  never  mentioned  tho  gold  duty 
oom  beginning  to  end.  But  at  the  end  of  the 
ipeech  there  are  twenty  or  thirty  lines  headed 
*•  Mr.  Mackenzie  at  St.  Bathan'sV*  That  is  an 
oatlying  portion  of  the  district ;  and,  as  far  as 
I  remember,  the  particular  remark  alluded  to 
ivas  in  answer  to  a  question  about  the  gold 
^nty,  when  I  said  that,  as  it  was  always  ob- 
jected that  the  revenue  could  not  stand  the 
low  of  the  duty,  room  would  have  to  be  made 
for  it  by  a  reduction  in  expenditure.  I  think 
10  still ;  but  it  is  characteristic  of  the  Premier 
that  he  should  pass  over  a  verbatim  report  of 
my  speech  and  fasten  on  one  in  which  accuracy 
ffinst  necessarily  be  sacrificed  to  condensation. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 


man allow  me  to  read  an  extract  from  the  re- 
port ?— 

"  Mr.  ^Mackenzie  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ing, and  was  listened  to  with  the  closest  atten- 
tion throughout.  He  went  over  a  good  deal  of 
the  same  ground  as  at  Nasoby,  but  dealt  more 
particularly  with  Protection  as  it  affected  the 
mining  interest.  He  went  into  the  question  of 
the  gold  duty,  and  said  that,  while  every  one 
was  willing  to  admit  that  it  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, tho  invariable  addition  was  that  wo  could 
not  do  without  tho  revenue.  He  thought  the- 
real  cure  was  retrenchment.  Economy  and  the 
abolition  of  tho  gold  duty  must  go  hand  in 
hand." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  listened  to  the 
very  eloquent  and  powerful  speech  of  tho 
Premier  with  mingled  feelings  of  pain  and 
pleasure :  pain.  Sir,  because  the  honourable 
gentleman  soeras  to  bo  utterly  unconscious  of 
tlio  absolute  contradiction  of  tho  speech  de^- 
livcred  to-niglit  with  the  wholo  of  his  action  in 
this  noils'^,  and  with  the  wholo  of  the  proposals 
of  the  Goveinnient  now  under  tho  considera- 
tion of  the  House  ;  pleasure,  from  the  fact  that 
it  seems  at  hist  that  the  Premier  has  risen  to 
his  duty,  and  has  assumed  the  position  that  we 
have  long  desired  that  he  should  occupy.  The 
honourable  gentleman  lauglis.  I  regret  that 
he  docs  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Is  it  your  desire  that  I 
should  remain  Premier  ? 

Major  ATKINSON. — There  are  many  other 
things  wliich  I  would  rather  happen  than  that 
t'le  Premier  should  bo  displaced.  I  can  believe 
— in  fact,  I  do  believe  strongly  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  the  Premier  is  probably  the  best  man 
we  can  get  for  tho  position  he  occupies ;  but 
that  is  on  the  one  condition  that  the  Premier 
will  give  effect  to  his  own  opinions,  to  his  oft- 
expressed  opinions,  to  his  reiterated  opinions. 
But,  Sir,  wiiat  do  we  find?  Can  any  one  put 
his  finger  upon  one  single  stand  ho  has  taken 
in  this  House  in  the  direction  of  the  speech 
wliich  he  has  made  to  us  to-night  ?  Not  one, 
I  do  not  know  why  —  it  is  not  my  business 
to  say  why  —  but  I  am  going  to  ask  him 
to  do  it  now,  after  his  declaration.  But  lot 
us  look  for  a  moment  at  tho  whole  history 
of  his  proceedings  since  he  assumed  tho  Pre- 
miership. Let  us  seo  whether  it  would  bear 
comparison  with  tho  speech  he  has  delivered 
to-night — a  speech  which  I,  for  one,  wish  him  to 
give  effect  to.  But  consider,  I  say  ;  lock  at  the 
fact  of  his  joining  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
the  first  instance.  What  was  the  one  ground 
upon  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  returned  to 
politics?  Was  it  economy?  Was  it  tapering 
off  borrowing  ?  No ;  the  colony  must  have 
*'  another  chance."  Large  borrowing  must  be 
undertaken  if  the  colony  was  to  be  saved. 
Enormous  sums  were  to  be  borrov/ed,  and  there 
was  no  other  chance  for  the  colony  but  the 
borrowing  of  large  sums.  •'  Economy  "  was  a. 
word  at  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  jeered. 
It  was  a  mere  .sham.  Has  he  ever  pointed  out 
an  instance  of  where  economy  can  be  practised? 
Yet  now  the  Premier  tells  us — and  I,  fo*"  * 
believe  it — that  if  we  are  not  to  get  in* 
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clifficulties  we  must  economizo.  I  ask  the  Pre- 
mier, where  is  he  going  to  economize  ?  where 
has  he  shown  the  way  to  economy  ?  where  has 
he  led  the  House  in  the  direction  of  economy  ? 
in  what  respect  ? — unless  it  was  that  wretched 
Civil  Service  Bill,  which  was  to  fix  the  salary  of 
Civil  servants  according  to  the  price  of  pota- 
toes. Why,  Sir,  the  thing  is  ridiculous  upon 
the  face  of  it.  To  call  that  a  step  in  the  direc- 
tion of  economy  is  trifling  with  the  House.  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  that  measure  had  worked 
to  the  extent  that  the  Premier  expected  it 
would — and  I  speak  with  some  knowledge  of 
the  Civil  Service — it  could  not  have  affected 
expenditure  to  the  extent  of  more  than  £500  a 
year.  How  absurd,  then,  to  talk  of  saving 
£30,000  a  year  by  that  wretched  Bill  I 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  never  said  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman  never  said  so  ;  but  he  insinuated 
that  it  would  do  so,  just  as  he  has  insinuated  it 
to-night;  because  when  he  proposed  the  Bill  Jie 
said,  "  If  this  Bill  is  passed  this  year  we  shall,  I 
hope,  reduce  the  Civil  Ser\'ice  expenditure  by 
£30,000  to  £40,000  a  year."  It  is  quite  true  he 
did  not  say  that  reduction  would  result  from 
the  operation  of  the  Bill ;  but  every  honourable 
member  knows  that  when  he  introduced  the 
Bill  that  was  what  he  meant,  and  that  was 
how  he  was  going  to  effect  the  reduction. 
Then,  following  him  up,  let  us  see  what  he 
has  done  since.  First  of  all,  he  came  in  with 
the  object  of  and  in  the  interests  of  economy — 
of  introducing  a  better  system  of  local  govern- 
ment. Sir,  the  Provincial ists,  so-calleii,  and, 
I  regret  to  say,  some  of  the  old  Abolitionists, 
-who  shrank  from  their  first  love — for  wliat  rea- 
sons I  have  never  been  able  to  fathom — com- 
bined :  they  were  not  going  to  restore  the  pro- 
vinces, but  they  were  going  to  introduce  a 
better  system  of  local  government,  led  by  the 
Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  What 
has  become  of  that  ?  Where  is  tlie  better  sys- 
tem of  local  government  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  introduced  ?  And  he  tells  us 
to-night  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  do  it 
•because  he  has  not  been  supported;  but  he 
never  told  the  country  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House  so  before.  He  was  clear  what 
he  was  going  to  do.  He  would  have  a  large 
majority  to  do  it ;  and  he  was  supported  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier — who  felt  very 
strongly  in  this  matter — in  tliis  great  work. 
But  it  was  only  ignorance — if  I  may  use  the 
word  in  a  parliamentary  sense — that  made  the 
honourable  gentleman  take  that  stand  ;  and  so 
soon  as  he  had  been  through  the  country  and 
had  seen  its  institutions  he  had  the  manli- 
ness to  say  that  revolution  could  not  build  up 
a  Constitution,  and  that  we  must  gradually 
develop  the  institutions  that  we  have ;  and 
we  have  seen  the  result  in  amended  Coimties 
Act  and  other  amending  statutes  that  we  have 
since  had  placed  before  us.  He  thought  all  we 
had  to  do  was  to  cut  the  Bead  Boards  adrift — 
no  more  assistance  and  no  more  roads  ;  and 
they  were  to  be  left  to  develop  on  the  legisla- 
tion that  had  been  standing  for  years,  and 
'which  the  honourable  gentleman  came  in  to 
Major  Atkinson 


undertake  to  change.    Then,  I  ask,  has 
honourable  gentleman  introduced  any  econom 
in  this  matter  ?    Yes,  he  has  :  the  economy  < 
gradually  placing  everything  that  was  possiU 
on  local  rates  instead  of  on  the  consolidate 
revenue.    That,  Sir,  is  all  the  economy.    I  a 
where  is  it  that  the  honourable  gentleman  1 
led  us  to  ?    In   what  has  he  reduced  our  < 
penditure,  and  what  has  been  the  effect  upo 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  charging  the  lea 
bodies  with  all  these  matters  with  which  til 
honourable  gentleman  has  now  charged  them 
A  great  effect  indeed.    The  Colonial  Treasa 
is  in  the  proud  position  of  coming  down 
telling  this  House — although  he  told  us  a  vei 
different  tale  during  the  recess  and  last  sessic 
from  that  which  the  Premier  told  us  to-ni^ 
— that  he  can  remit  one-sixteenth  of  a  penn] 
on  the  property-tax.    That  is  indeed  a  climax 
We  may  indeed  rejoice  that  now  we  have  az 
economical    Government     to    administer   onj 
affairs.    Before  I  go  any  further  I  might  hen 
point  out  that  he  has  been  an  absolute  failon 
in  regard  to  local-government  legislation ;  anc 
I  congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman  upoj 
having  faced   the  question  manfully,  thoo^ 
he  and  his  colleagues  were  wrong  in  the  grounds 
they  took  up,  and  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Napier  has   had  to  leave   them 
because  they  have  become  apostate  in  the  cause 
of  local  government.    But  I  do  not  think  so; 
I    think  they  are   to  be  greatly  commended 
for  having  become  possessed  of  a  knowledge 
which  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  bei 
possessed  of  many  years,  and  not  only  possessed 
of,   but    have  been   acting   upon.     Then,   we 
were  to  have  great  economies  and  advantages 
if  we   would  only   consent  to  have  Bail  way 
Boards.    The  Premier  seems  greatly  troubled, 
and  he  asks,  in  much  astonishment,  *'  Why  do 
not   honourable  members  tell  me  what  it  is 
they  mean  by  *  railway  reform '  ?    WTiat  is  it 
they  want?"     Shall  I  refer  him  to  his   own 
speech  when  he  wgls  in  office,  and  those  of  the 
present  Minister  for  Public   Works?     Yes,  I 
will  refer  him.    His  memory  is  good ;  and  I 
will  venture  to  say  he  has  already  in  his  mind 
a  definition  of  what  is  meant  by  "railway 
reform."    The  Minister  for  Public  Works  told 
us  the  other  day  that  so  important  did  tlie 
Government  consider  it  to  have  satisfactoiy 
tariffs  that  hardly  a  week  passed  without  a 
revision    of    the    tariff.    Just   think  of    that. 
After  two  and  a  half  years  of  being  in  office, 
the  honourable  gentleman  —  an  expert,  who 
knew  everything  about  railways,  and  came  fot 
the  purpose  of  reforming  our  whole  system 
— after  two  and  a  half  years*  careful  studying 
of  the  matter,  with  full  and  absolute  power 
to  do  as  he  liked,  not  hampered  with  a  Boaid, 
and  having  everything  at  his  fingers*  ends,  and 
not  objecting  to  sacrifice  a  large  amount  of 
revenue  in  order  to  make  things  pleasant  and 
useful  for  the  coimtry — the  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  say,  now  tells  us  that,  after  all  hit 
labours,  he  is  still  obliged  to  make  weaUj 
alterations  in  the  tariff. 

Mr.  E.  BICHARDSON.— That  is  the  BMDt 
with  every  railway  in  the  world. 
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Major  ATKINSON.  — That,  indeed,  is  a 
dincher.    I  undeistand  a  little  of  this  matter. 
I  am  not  blaming  those  honourable  gentlemen 
for  this — I  am  only  blaming  them  for  having 
assmned  a  knowledge  and  power  which  they 
found  themselves  utterly  incapable  of  applying. 
I  say  they  obtained  their  seats  under  false  pre- 
tences.   They  have  made  confession  in  many 
matters.    The  Colonial  Treasurer  laughs ;  but 
nobody  confesses  his  sins  more  than  he  does — 
after  he  is  found  out,  Sir.    He  confesses  them 
in  a  very  cheerful  and  perkjr  way  that  is  all 
panUlel  with  it.    But  in  his  confessions  he 
trices  care  to  put  a  favourable  light  upon  them 
with  regard  to  himself.    Any  one  rcadiug  his 
Financial  Statements  will  see  that  he  has  had 
to  confess  that  he  was  mistaken  in  every  state- 
ment that  he  made  originally ;  and  so  with  the 
Premier,  and  so  with  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.    And  to-night  the  Premier  has  had  to 
teU  us  that  he  has  acted  in  contradiction  to  his 
opnions  up  to  to-night.    His  actions  have  cer- 
tainly given  the  lie  to  his  statement  as  given 
to  the  country.    Well,  these  Kailway  Boards 
were  to  be  the  salvation  of  the  country.    If 
that  had  not  been  so  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  would  not  have  joined  the  Government 
under  any  circumstances.      But  I  will  go  a 
little  further  back,  and,  if  I  remember  aright, 
the  Governor's  Speech  said  the  same  thing. 
Was  the  Premier  connected  with  the  Governor's 
Speech,  or  was  that  Speech  written  by  some- 
body else?     We  must  assume  the  Premier's 
responsibility  in   this   matter.      He  was   un- 
doabtedly  responsible  both  for  the  Statement 
rf  the  Minister   for  Public    Works   and  for 
His  Excellency's  Speech.    However,  we  have 
BOW  got  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  on  behalf  of 
file  Qovemment,  backing  out  of   this.    As  a 
Batter  of  course  we  see  one  Minister  getting 
^  and  contradicting  a  most  important  state- 
ment made  by  another.    I  can  remember  the 
time  when,   after  such   a  statement  by  the 
Ptemier  contradicting  a  statement  made  by  a 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  we  should  have  ex- 
pected to  see  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
ntire ;  he  could  have  done  nothing  else.    They 
BO  more  think  of  retiring,  however,  when  they 
do  not  agree,  than  they  think  of  flying.     I 
un  thanktul,  at  any  rate,  that  the  Kailway 
Boards  are  done  with.    Even  if  my  honourable 
Wand  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  should 
Ricceed  in  surviving  till  another  Parliament, 
we  ahall  have  no  more  of  that ;  and  so  my 
hononiable  friend    the    Minister    for    Public 
Woia  wiU  have,  in  his  next  Public  Works 
Statement,  whenever  it  may  be,  to  recant,  and 
strike  out  that  paragraph,  as  he  understands 
BOW  that  the  Premier  means  to  have  none  of  it. 
Well,  I  do  not  propose,  for  I  should  take  up  too 
long  a  time,  to  follow  the  Premier's  history 
right  np  to  the  present  time.     I  have  only 
tonched  upon  these  salient  points  to  show  that, 
80  &if,  the    honourable    gentleman  has  not 
jssisted  the  House  in  the  direction  which  he 
has  b^ed  us  to  go  in  at  the  present  time.    I 
ihall  pKscntly  have  more  to  say  about  the 
position  at  the  present  time,  because,  I  take 
itf  that  is  a  matter  of  much  greater  import- 


ance than  those  points  I  have  been  touch- 
ing upon ;  but  they  were  necessary,  as  the 
Premier  seems  now  at  last  to  have  stepped 
out  in  a  direction  in  which,  I  venture  to  say, 
he  will  find  two-thirds  of  the  House  follow 
him.  I  will  deal  with  that  presently;  but, 
for  the  moment,  I  come  to  those  parts  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  spee(^i  in  which  he 
refers  to  the  amendment  of  my  honourable 
friend.  I  know  a  little  about  this  amend- 
ment. I  happen  to  have  seen  it  before.  It  is 
possible  that  the  honourable  gentleman  may 
be  surprised  to  hear  that ;  but,  like  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  I  propose  to  make  a  clean  breast 
of  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  was  amended  in  red  ink. 

]\Iajor  ATKINSON.— Very  likely.  We  always 
like  to  have  things  perfect.  The  Premier 
seemed  to  be  surprised  to  find  that  we  had  it 
in  order — he  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  not 
in  order.  Now,  what  were  the  remarks  of  the 
Premier  upon  this?  Very  eloquent  he  was 
upon  the  Palmerston  junction  to  Woodville. 
"  Why,"  he  said,  "  is  this  House  going  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  a  private  company  ?  Can  it  be 
true  that  the  House  proposes  to  finish  this  line 
before  it  connects  Woodville  with  Master  ton  ?  '* 
I  venture  to  think  that  this  is  quite  news  ta 
the  House  and  to  the  country :  that  the  Govern- 
ment hid  any  intention — especially  a  Govern- 
ment that  could  not  borrow  after  two  years 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— In  two  or  three  years,^ 
the  Premier  said,  the  borrowing  would  have  to 
stop  ;  but  if  I  have  misunderstood  the  Premier 
I  do  not  want  to  be  arguing  upon  a  false  basis. 
Will  the  honourable  gentleman  kindly  tell  me 
what  he  did  mean  to  say  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  two  years.  In 
a  few  years. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  understood  the  pur- 
port to  be  this :  that  in  the  immediate  future 
we  ought  to  stop,  and  that  in  the  meantime  our 
business  was  clear — to  taper  off  borrowing  at 
once,  and  not  lose  any  time,  because  wo  could 
not  stop  all  of  a  sudden  without  great  diffi- 
culties arising ;  and  that  in  two  or  three  years — 
that  is,  in  a  few  years ;  that  is,  very  soon — we 
shall  not  be  able  to  borrow  at  all,  and  we  must 
immediately  begin  to  taper  off  borrowing  if  wo 
do  not  want  to  ruin  the  colony.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  lays  that  down.  Now  I  go 
back  to  the  point  about  the  Palmerston  and 
Woodville  line.  The  honourable  gentleman 
asks,  Can  it  be  true  that  we  are  actually  going 
to  push  this  line  through  before  we  complete 
to  Woodville?  Sir,  how  much  would  it  take 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  complete  to  Wood- 
ville ?    It  means  several  very  large  loans. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  How  much  does  it 
mean? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  present  loan  would  take 
it  beyond  Ekatahuna. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  it  must  be  con- 
ducted much  more  economically  than  hitherto ; 
but,  then,  there  is  more  than  thirty  miles  to  _ 
Woodville.      But  I  say  it  has  never  been  cr 
templated  by  the  House  to  postpone  the 
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struction  of  that  lino  until  the  completion  of 
the  Woodville  gap;  and  I  say,  further,  knowing 
the  country,  that  when  that  gap  is  completed 
through  passengers  will  not  come  down  the 
Government  line,  but  down  the  Wellington 
and  Manawatu  Company's  lino,  because  it 
will  be  thirty  miles  cheaper,  and  a  mucli  easier 
route.  All  those  who  know  the  circumstances 
under  which  that  line  was  agreed  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  company  know  tliat  it  was 
agreed  to  under  the  idea  of  not  pushing  on  this 
Woodville  line  for  some  years.  Tliat  was  the 
fair  understanding.  It  was  possible  wo  might 
take  it  on  to  Ekctahnua,  but  it  was  not  thought 
then  advisable  to  take  it  as  far  as  that ;  and  it 
was  considered  that  wo  ouglit  to  have  the  con- 
iiectiQu  with  New  Plymouth,  Napier,  and  Wel- 
lington completed  by  means  of  tho  ^lanawatu 
Company's  line.  There  is  no  doubt  that  was 
tho  understanding  when  the  company  under- 
took the  lino,  and  tho  pledges  to  Napier  and 
New  Plymouth  were  quite  clear  that  the  lino 
was  to  be  pushed  through  and  completed  by 
tho  time  the  Palmerstou-Wellington  lino  was 
opened  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  tho  present 
Minister  for  Public  Works  was  a  party  to  that 
arrangement — that  ho  intended  that  that  lino 
should  be  completed,  and  that  he  has  made 
capital  out  of  the  fact  that  the  Oj'iposition  last 
year  cut  off  so  much  money  from  that  loan,  and 
that  was  the  rc^ason  it  wjus  not  conipletod.  And 
now  we  arc  asked  by  the  Preini(;r,  with  horror 
depicted  on  his  countenance,  will  we  do  this,  in 
the  interests  of  a  private  company  ?  Sir,  I 
would  dare  to  complete  it ;  and  I  say  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  it  is  right  that  we 
should  complete  it  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
That  the  Government  have  got  to  buy  that  Ma- 
nawatu line  I  have  not  tho  slightest  doubt,  and 
have  never  had  any,  any  more  than  I  had  with 
regard  to  the  district  railways.  I  know  that  I 
have  been  alone,  or  nearly  alone,  in  my  party 
in  that  opinion ;  but  I  havo  always  held  tluxt  the 
Government  must  own  all  tho  railways  in  this 
country,  and  it  was  only  because  of  the  terrible 
pressure  put  by  the  country  upon  the  House 
and  the  Government  that  any  of  these  lines  have 
been  permitted  to  be  made  by  companies  for 
land.  Sir,  that  is  my  opinion,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  hide  it.  I  have  always  entertained  it. 
We  know  that  the  Goveniment  were  in  treaty 
with  this  company  for  their  line,  and  there 
is  no  question  at  all  that,  sooner  or  later,  it 
must  be  bought ;  and  the  completion  of  the 
Napier -Palmers  ton  Railway  lino  will  not  in 
any  way  affect  the  price  that  the  Wellington- 
Manawatu  Railway  will  cost  the  colony,  be- 
cause the  company  would  not  permit  the 
postponement  of  tho  completion  of  these 
links  to  affect  the  matter.  Then  we  come  to 
the  question  of  the  Tophouso  line.  •'  Why  has 
that  been  struck  off?"  asks  the  Premier;  and 
he  says,  "  Look  how  very  economical  we  were, 
look  how  particularly  thoughtful  wo  were  for 
the  public  good :  what  is  proposed  is  simply  to 
take  a  sum  of  money  to  survey  the  line."  But 
the  Premier  did  not  tell  us  this :  that  he  was 
going  to  borrow  £100,000  for  the  purpose  of  this 
loan,  and  that  he  was  going  to  ear-mark  it  so 
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that  it  could  not  be  applied  to  any  other  pur- 
pose without  a  breach  of  public  faith,  because, 
if  it  is  borrowed  in  the  London  market  for  that 
purpose  and  that  purpose  alone,  the  pablie 
creditor  would  understand,  would  see,  througfa 
the  schedule  of  the  Bill  and  through  the  claasef 
of  it,  that  we  could  not  apply  the  money  h(x- 
rowed  for  these  several  lines  to  any  other  pur- 
pose whatever.  And,  I  would  ask,  in  what  posi- 
tion should  we  be  in  if,  after  this,  wo  presently 
applied  it  to  some  other  purpose  —  to  roadg 
and  bridges,  or  railways  in  other  parts  of  the 
country? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY. —The  same  position 
that  you  were  in  in  1881. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — No;  my  honourable 
fi-iend  does  not  understand  the  position  at  all. 
There  was  no  such  indication  on  the  London 
money-market  —  we  borrowed  for  general  pur- 
poses. If  wo  were  in  tho  same  position,  why 
docs  tho  honourable  gentleman  want  the  pro- 
vision saying  the  money  shall  not  be  applied  to 
other  purposes  ?  Well,  Sir,  I  can  only  supply 
arguments  ;  I  cannot  go  further  with  the 
honourablo  gentleman,  if  he  cannot  see  the 
distinction  ;  but  I  say  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  and  would  be  looked  upon  as  such 
by  all  the  financial  newspapers  in  London,  if 
we  were  to  alter  tho  purposes  of  this  money, 
which  is  solemnly  set  apart  by  Act.  And  I  do 
not  know  how  we  could  get  it  applied  to  other 
l)urpot>es  except  by  a  fresh  Act,  and  a  fresh 
Act  would  be  applying  money  borrowed  for  one 
purpose  directly  for  another;  and  I  venture  to 
think  thp.t  a  proceeding  of  that  sort  could  not 
bo  justified  n gainst  reasonable  criticism,  and 
wo  should  suffer  for  it  when  we  again  went  on 
the  money-market.  Of  course,  if  the  Premier's 
year  or  two  more  of  borrowing  means  that 
this  money  may  be  wanted  for  something  else, 
and  that  wo  shall  not  need  to  go  into  the 
money-market  again,  we  might  be  indifferent 
to  outside  opinion ;  but,  if  we  have  to  go  to 
the  London  money-market  afterwards,  such 
dealings  as  I  have  referred  to  with  money  set 
apart  by  Act  would  throw  great  doubt  upon 
our  proceedings.  If,  therefore,  the  Opposition 
do  not  believe  that  this  money  is  required 
for  tho  Tophouse  -  Blenheim  line  they  a» 
right  in  moving  that  the  item  be  struck  out 
Tiien,  the  Premier  is  very  eloquent  in  the 
next  matter.  He  says,  "  Dare  you  extend  this 
railway  to  the  Awatere,  dare  you  cross  the 
Awatere  River  and  increase  the  value  of  the 
great  men's  land,  and  with  that  object  cany 
the  line  along  tho  East  Coast  along  the  face  of 
certain  cliffs?"  Sir,  that  is  all  imagination 
— the  honourable  gentleman  intends  to  do  the 
same  thing  exactly.  Tho  honourable  gentle- 
man has  a  vote  to  extend  it  nearly  to  the 
river.  Why  docs  he  extend  it  there,  if  it  is  not 
for  the  convenience  of  the  district  to  which  it 
IS  going  ?  Is  tho  putting  it  here  a  sham  ?  It 
must  be  put  hero  for  some  purpose ;  and,  if  it  i» 
not  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  persons  to  get 
their  goods  and  produce  down,  for  what  pnr- 
pose  is  it  ?  The  proposals  of  the  Opposition  aie 
simply  these — if  these  are  the  proposals  of  the 
Opposition,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  object  to  say 
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SD  at  all :  They  are,  to  carry  the  railway  to  a 
point  where  it  will  bo  useful  for  tho  purpose 
for  which  the  Premier  is  applying  about  half 
the  money.  That  is  the  only  difference.  So 
that  the  indignation  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  really  fall  upon  his  own  ^linistcr  for 
Public  Works,  for  daring  to  propose  that  this 
line  should  be  constructed.  So  far  as  it  fails 
to  reach  this  land,  so  far  is  it  a  failure  from  a 
pubhc-works  point  of  view,  and  therefore  we 
propose  to  carry  it  to  a  point  where  it  will  be 
really  useful.  I  sympathize  with  the  Premier 
when  ho  asks,  **  Are  wo  to  make  railroads  to 
increase  the  value  of  the  property  of  large 
landowners?"  I  venture  to  say  that  ho  will 
have  the  support  of  the  Opposition  almost  to  a 
man,  if  not  to  a  man,  on  any  fair  proposal  he 
makes  to  charge  with  a  proportion  of  the  cost 
of  construction  any  properties  that  are  in- 
creased in  value  by  railways  being  mado  to 
them.  At  any  rate,  I  can  answer  for  myself, 
he  will  have  my  support,  and  my  thorough 
support,  in  any  such  proposal.  So  that  my 
fffoposal  does  not  go  in  the  direction  ho  sup- 
poses, to  benefit  any  particular  class,  but  is 
simply  based  on  the  belief  I  have  that  these 
nilways  must  be  made  to  a  paying  point ;  and 
if  the  lands  of  large  or  small  holders  are  greatly 
benefited,  then  I  say,  if  ho  will  make  any  pro- 
posal to  obtain  fair  contributions  from  those 
lands,  he  will  have  my  hearty  support. 

Sir   R.    STOUT.  — The   amendment    says 
"  working  points,"  not  "paying  points." 

Major  ATKINSON.— Wo  will  alter  the  word 
to  "  paying  points."  Wo  shall  be  very  happy, 
K  soon  as  we  carry  that  resolution — which  I 
have  no  doubt  we  shall — to  have  any  amend- 
ments from  the  Premier  that  will  improve  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  never  thought  of 
defending  this  Tophouse  route,  as  I  understood 
him.  He  never  thought  of  defending  tho  Ina- 
Dg&hna  and  Westport  Railway. 
An  Hon.  Member.— Oh  ! 
Major  ATKINSON.-  Well,  I  lost  that  part 
of  his  speech.  I  feel  more  sorry  for  him  than 
ever,  because  these  lines  seem  more  indefen- 
sible than  ever.  I  understand  that  the  Pre- 
mier is  quite  ready  and  willing  to  assist  the 
House  in  reducing  this  loan  by  any  amount 
that  is  now  standing  in  it  for  new  works.  I 
think  he  will  find  that  the  Opposition  will  bo 
yery  glad  to  help  him  in  that  direction  ;  but, 
in  looking  over  the  schedule,  it  seemed  to  us 
that  the  proposal  had  been  so  badly  considered 
that  it  did  not  do  what  the  Premier  wanted 
—namely,  to  carry  those  lines  to  reasonable 
working  points ;  and  that  is  why  the  proposal 
^Mnefrom  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
Dot  to  strike  off  tho  amount,  but  to  add  the 
amount  to  other  railways  which  required  that 
money  to  carry  them  to  reasonable  points  for 
them  to  be  something  like  reproductive.  If 
tho  Minister  for  Public  Works  can  show  us 
that  this  amount  of  extra  money  is  not  re- 
quired by  these  railways  to  carry  them  to 
rwsonable  points  —  to  points  at  which  they 
will  pay — he  will  have  our  support,  he  will 
have  the  support  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura,    to    reduce    tho    loan    by    that 


amount.  Wo  have  some  knowledge  in  this 
matter.  I  venture  to  think  that,  if  this  loan 
is  to  be  nearly  tho  last,  wo  shall  bo  very  wise 
to  spend  our  money  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  this  amendment.  Now  I  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  land-purchase.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
struck  the  House,  but  my  breath  was  almost 
taken  away  when  the  Premier,  triumphantly, 
asked,  "If  I  cannot  take  the  money  for  the 
purchase  of  this  land  out  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Loan,  where  am  I  to  get  it  from?" 
That  was  most  extraordinary.  The  honourable 
gentleman  showed  us  the"  other  night  that 
they  had  never  given  any  consideration  to 
this  subject  whatever.  Tho  honourable  gentle- 
men are  not  prepared  to  look  ahead.  Of 
course,  we  know  that  when  the  Financial  State- 
ment came  down  the  honourable  gentleman 
told  us  so ;  and  he  has  never  denied,  except  in 
acts— not  in  words— that  the  £800,000  was  to 
provide  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  But 
all  that  is  gone  :  there  is  nothing  about  charg- 
ing the  £'800,000  with  the  purchaso  of  Native 
lands ;  and  now  tho  Premier  asks,  *'  Where  am  I 
to  get  the  money,  if  I  do  not  take  it  out  of  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan  ?  "  It  is  quite  true 
there  is  nowhere  from  whicli  he  can  take  it. 
If  we  make  tho  allocation  tho  lionourable 
gentlemen  have  got  in  public  works  for  general 
purposes,  the  £950,000,  there  is  nowhere  to  get 
the  money  from.  As  I  pointed  out  in  the 
debate  on  the  Financial  Statement,  there  is  no 
fund  for  this  purpose ;  and  now  tiie  Premier 
comes  down  and  asks  triumphantly,  "Where 
are  we  to  get  tho  money?  We  shall  have  to 
raise  another  loan  if  wo  do  not  take  it  out 
of  this."  What  can  we  think  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances  of  tho  colony  when  the 
Premier  is  reduced  to  such  arguments  as  that 
for  taking  the  money  out  of  a  loan  which 
wo  have  repeatedly  said  shall  be  used  for 
no  other  purpose  than  that  of  making  tho 
North  Island  Trunk  line  ?  I  am  afraid  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  havo  to  exercise  his 
ingenuity;  I  am  afraid  this  House  will  not 
allow  him  to  take  it  out  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Loan  :  I  think  tho  House  will  tell  him 
he  must  find  it  somewhere  else.  Then,  where 
is  he  to  get  it?  The  embarrassment  is  not 
mine,  it  is  the  honourable  gentleman's.  He 
says,  "I  am  going  to  spend  the  money."  I 
think  we  must  ask  him,  before  he  spends  it, 
where  he  is  going  to  get  it.  Then  we  come  to 
the  question  of  school-buildings.  "  Did  the 
House  rise  to  the  occasion,"  the  Premier  asked, 
"  when  I  wanted  to  charge  school-buildings 
locally?"  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  ever 
tell  us  he  proposed  to  charge  school-buildings 
locally?  No,  Sir,  never;  but  he  slyly,  in  one 
Act  after  another,  inserted  clauses  that  would 
enable  him  next  .session  to  take  us  all  by  sur- 
prise and  tell  us,  "You  did  not  oppose  theso 
clauses;  wc  are  going  to  make  no  further  pro- 
vision. The  local  bodies  them.sclvcs  must  now 
borrow  to  obtain  the  money."  Why  did  tliis 
House  reject  those  proposals?  Not  because 
members  were  not  prepared  to  receive  any  rea- 
sonable proposals  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  simply  because  thoy  said  they  would 
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not  deal  with  this  matter  piecemeal.  They  said, 
"  Let  us  have  yoar  policy  with  regard  to  school- 
buildings;  let  us  imderstand  what  you  are 
going  to  call  on  the  districts  to  do,  and  then  we 
will  consider  the  matter."  We  have  never 
been  asked  to  consider  the  matter  except  by 
these  side-ways  ;  and  now  the  Premier  gets  up 
and  asks,  **  Did  the  House  rise  to  the  occasion  ? 
did  it  assist  me  in  this  matter  ?  "  No,  Sir ;  and 
why  not?  Because  we  wanted  a  lead.  We 
never  had  any  proposal  on  the  subject  worthy 
of  the  Qovemment  in  considering  so  great  a 
matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  deny  it.  Look  at  the 
Qoverament  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill.  It  is 
provided  for. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  exactly  what  I 
state ;  it  was  slyly  done. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  slyly  at  all,  but  openly. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — In  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  the  Counties  Bill,  and 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  clauses  were 
inserted  under  which  local  bodies  might,  if  thoy 
liked,  borrow  for  this  purpose.  Think  of  a 
great  question  like  this  being  thus  dealt  with ; 
think  of  dealing  with  the  national  education 
system  suddenly,  and  thrusting  these  buildings 
on  the  local  bodies,  not  in  an  open  manner, 
not  after  proper  consideration,  but,  by  clauses 
which  were  apparently  voluntary,  offering  the 
local  bodies  the  power  to  do  ic  if  they  liked, 
and  then,  next  year,  for  it  to  be  turned  into 
compulsion — not  "  You  may,"  but  "You  shall." 
Is  that  the  right  way  to  deal  with  a  question 
of  that  sort?  The  House,  rightly,  rejected 
such  proposals.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wishes  to  deal  with  this  miestion  of  school- 
buildings,  let  him  tell  us  definitely  what  his 
proposal  is,  and  how  to  remedy  the  inequali- 
ties that  exist;  and  let  him  tell  the  people 
distinctly  what  it  is  they  are  to  bear.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  asks,  **  Is  the  House 
sincere  ?  Does  the  House  really  want  eco- 
nomy? Does  the  House  want  to  reduce  the 
loans  ?  "  I  venture  to  say  the  House  does 
want  economy,  and  I  venture  to  say  the  House 
does  want  reduced  loans,  and  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  country  wants  what  the  Premier 
told  us  it  required — a  gradual  tapering -ofi. 
Now  I  turn  to  the  Premier,  and  I  ask  him,  if 
he  will  permit  me  to  do  so  without  offence,  is 
he  sincere  ?  If  he  is,  let  him  come  down  to 
the  House  and  say,  "  I  mean  to  take  so 
much  off  the  estimates ;  I  see  my  way  to  do 
that  now— not  during  the  recess,  but  now — if 
you  will  only  strengthen  my  hands ;  I  will 
take  off  £30,000,  £40,000,  £50,000,  £70,000,  or 
£100,000" — whatever  amount  ho  can  see  his 
way  to  save ;  let  him  tell  us  how  much 
money  he  can  see  his  way  to  save,  and  I 
think  I  can  guarantee  him  hearty  support  in 
any  reduction  he  proposes  to  make,  and  will 
strengthen  his  hands.  I  cannot  doubt  his 
sincerity;  I  do  not  doubt  it;  but,  then,  I  ask 
the  Premier  to  take  the  lead  m  the  direction 
in  which  he  has  asked  us  to  go,  and  I  say 
we  are  prepared  to  follow  him  in  that  matter. 
And  if  ne  will  only  tell  us  what  reduction  is 
possible,  and  what  he  is  prepared  to  make,  we 
Major  Atkinson 


will  vote  for  it  at  once,  cheerfully  and  willin^y, 
and  trust  it  to  his  hands  to  give  effect  to  ik 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  loan,  and  those  w<xks 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  says  may  bi 
struck  off — he  says,  "  If  they  are  not  wanted, 
why  not  strike  them  off  ?  "  I  say  they  are  nol 
wanted,  and  that  we  are  quite  prepared  to 
strike  them  off,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  is- 
sincere:  and  I  do  not  doubt  he  is,  after  the 
stand  he  has  taken.  I  say  that  we  ore  qniie 
prepared  to  reduce  the  loan,  and  taper  off  to 
any  amount  the  honourable  gentleman  says  is 
necessary ;  and  I  say  that,  if  he  wants  to  staiid 
before  the  country  as  he  ought  to  stand  before 
it,  after  his  speech  to-night,  this  loan  pro- 
posal will  have  to  be  reconsidered  from  top  to 
bottom.  Every  one  of  these  proposals  in  the 
schedule  will  have  to  be  amended,  and  some 
of  them  struck  out,  and  others  very  much 
reduced,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  really 
means  what  ho  says — that  we  must  taper  off 
borrowing,  and  that  we  cannot  borrow  for  more 
than  a  few  years  more — two  or  three  rears, 
the  honourable  gentleman  said,  meaning,  I 
imderstand,  a  few  years.  And  I  say  let  him  at 
once  now  rise  in  his  position  in  this  House* 
and  the  HoUse  is  ready  to  rise  and  follow  him. 
The  honourable  gentleman  laughs ;  but  I  say, 
'*  Give  us  a  trial,"  and  the  responsibility  ynH 
be  off  his  shoulders  at  any  rate,  and  he  will 
be  able  to  say  whether  he  feels  it  his  duty  to 
resign,  or  whether  he  is  prepared  to  carry  on. 
At  any  rate,  he  will  be  able  to  stand  clear 
before  the  country  and  say,  "  Here  are  my  pro- 
posals for  reduction."  As  I  have  pointed  oat 
over  and  over  ftgain,  the  proposals  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  involve  large  borrowing  this 
year  and  large  borrowing  next  yoar,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  to-night  told  ns  be 
hopes  there  will  not — he  docs  not  say  there 
will  not — be  one  halfpenny  more  required  to 
bo  raised  next  year.  But  I  nsk  where 
the  £200,000  for  roads  is  to  come  from  next 
year.  There  is  not  one  halfpenny  provided 
for  that.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  has 
proposed  to  vote  every  halfpenny  available  this 
year — except,  possibly,  £50,000  against  the 
money  in  hand  for  miscellaneous  works.  He 
tells  us  we  shall  have  more  money  to  spend  next 
year:  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  We 
are  now  voting  this  year  all  the  money  we  have 
to  vote,  except  the  £50,000  I  have  referred  to. 
Now,  the  Premier  has  told  us  that  £200,000 
will  be  wanted  for  roads  alone  next  year,  and 
no  provision  is  made  for  that  or  for  other  works. 
I  will  show  the  Premier,  privately,  before  one 
of  his  accountants  if  he  chooses,  or  all  of  them, 
that  everything  I  have  said  as  to  figures  is 
absolutely  correct.  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  responsible,  and  I  say  that  if  he  will  look  into 
the  thing  he  will  see  that  what  I  have  said 
as  to  the  disposal  of  the  loan  is  true.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the 
consolidated  revenue  is  falling,  and  he  would 
not  have  told  us  so  if  it  was  not  true.  He  says 
the  revenue  is  falling,  and  that  we  have  to  pre- 
pare for  a  falling  revenue,  and  that  we  must 
taper  off  borrowing.  Yet  we  are  borrowing  more 
largely  this  year  than  we  have  done  for  some 
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timei  and  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
if  he  will  only  go  into  the  figures — and  there  is 
no  disputing  them — he  will  see  that  we  shall 
have  to  borrow  largely  next  year  and  the  year 
after  for  works  we  are  now  practically  under- 
taking afresh  under  this  Financial  Statement. 
And  I  do  beg  of  the  Premier,  as  ho  has  begged 
of  the  House,  to  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  to 
come  down  to  this  House  and  load  this  House 
in  the  direction  of  economy,  and  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  loan  by  a  very  large  amount. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  the  House  has  to-night 
heard  the  great  speech  of  the  Premier  and  the 
little  speech  of  the  honourable  member  who 
last  spoke,  and  honourable  members  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging  between  the  intellect, 
the  grasp,  and  the  power  of  the  one  and,  if  I 
may  say  so  without  offence,  the  very  little 
points  taken  hold  of  in  and  tho  p^ttishness  of 
the  other.  And  j'ct  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  presumes  to  treat  tho  Premier 
as  if  he  were  something  less  than  a  child,  with- 
out an  ordinary  amount  of  understanding ;  for 
the  whole  purport  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's speech  is  a  patronizing  manner  of  taking 
the  Premier  under  his  wing,  and  telling  him 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  sense  aboxit  what  he 
says,  but  tliat  he  does  not  understand  wliat 
is  the  deduction  to  bo  drawn  from  it,  and  that 
he  is  speaking  in  favour  of  a  policy  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  that  which  the  Government 
has  proposed.  Now,  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  ho  will  answer  me  truly — does  he, 
in  his  own  mind,  suppose  the  Premier,  when 
spsaking  to-night,  was  not  supporting  the  policy 
of  the  Govern mcnt  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes  ;  undoubtedly. 

Sir  J.  VOGP'Fj. — Does  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man suppose  chat  the  Premier  was  actually 
insulting  the  House  by  speaking  against  tho 
policy  for  which  he  has  vot«d,  and  for  which 
hLs  followers  have  voted,  and  which  has  boon 
sabmitted  by  tho  Government  of  which  ho  is 
the  Premier? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Tho  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  on  that  assumption,  and  throughout  his 
remarks  he  kept  hinting  and  inviting  the  Pre- 
mier to  rise  to  tho  occasion,  and  saying,  in 
efle":,  that  the  Premier  did  not  understand  the 
deduction  from  what  he  was  saying,  but  that 
he\Hould  explain  it  to  him,  and' would  tell  the 
Premier  v/hat  to  do  in  consequence.  This  device 
is  very  stale,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  be  tired  of  it  now,  for  it  figures  more 
or  le<s  in  all  his  speeches.  Now,  I  wish  to 
remark  on  some  of  the  points  he  referred  to, 
although,  in  doing  so,  I  feel  that  I  ought  almost 
to  apologize  to  the  House,  because  the  reply  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  the  speech  made 
before  he  rose  is  so  utterly  inadequate  that  I 
might  well  leave  it  unanswered.  The  honour- 
able member  said — I  noted  his  remarks  as  they 
fell  from  him — "The  Colonial  Treasurer  re- 
turned to  politics  with  the  view  of  introducing 
a  new  borrowing  policy."  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  a  strangely  bad  memory ; 
because  what  are  the  facts  of  tho  case  ?  I 
wtumed  to  poHtics   because   I  observed  tho 
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lamentable  condition  to  which  the  honourable 
member  had  brought  the  colony,  the  want  of 
confidence  which  had  arisen  from  his  strangely 
vacillating  policy,  the  depression  which  ex- 
isted, not  owing  to  any  material  causes,  but 
owing  to  the  want  of  confidence  and  the  want 
of  energy  caused  by  the  way  in  which  the 
honourable  member  kept  on  preaching  his 
"  Lie  down  and  wait "  policy.  That  was  the 
explanation  of  my  return  to  politics;  and  the 
honourable  member  is  perfectly  aware  that 
there  ore  many  honourable  members  who  vote 
with  me  who  were  amongst  those  who  wel- 
comed the  policy  which  I  expressed.  Then, 
the  honourable  member  raised  a  question 
which  he  has  raised  before  in  this  House — 
whether  the  Civil  Service  Bill  which  has  i)t;en 
introduced  by  the  Goveniiueut  would  cueet  a 
saving  of  £30,000  a  year  to  the  country.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  liad  the  explana- 
tion before,  and  he  knows  well  enough,  because 
I  stated  so  on  the  first  night  that  tho  esti- 
mates were  taken  into  ComuiiLtee  of  Supply, 
that  what  my  colleague  tho  I'jvnuer  had  said 
when  speaking  of  tho  Bill  was  tliat  lie  saw  his 
way  to  saving  £30,000  or  £40,000  upon  the  esti- 
mates as  they  were  brought  down.  Then  the 
honourable  member  asked,  "  Where  is  the  bet- 
ter system  of  local  government  ?  "  I  will  reply 
to  tho  honourable  member  that  we  are  gradu- 
ally improving  the  system  of  local  govern- 
ment, but  wo  can  get  no  support  from  him. 
Wo  have  amended  the  Counties  Act.  Wo 
have  thrown  upon  the  local  bodies  and  locali- 
ties tho  management  of  charitable  aid  and 
hospitals.  It  is  quite  true,  as  my  colleague  has 
said,  that  it  has  net  met  with  an  altogether 
encouraging  reception;  nevertheless,  that  has 
been  done.  Above  all,  we  have  repealed 
the  Eoads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act,  and 
have  introduced  in  its  placo  a  measure  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  could 
not  take  exception,  for  he  has  admitted  that 
it  is  much  better  than  his  measure,  which 
it  replaces.  Tho  honourable  member  speaks 
about  our  localizing  charges.  Surely  he  must 
bo  aware  that,  if  duties  are  localized,  charges 
also  must  be  localized.  No  ono  can  say  that 
in  localizing  the  charges  for  charitable  aid  and 
hospitals  the  Government  have  not  taken  u])on 
the  consolidated  revenue  an  enormous  respon- 
sibility, seeing  that  tho  management  is  put 
entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  tho  Government. 
The  amount  of  subsidies  given  is  very  large, 
and  it  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  tho  Ijonour- 
able  member  to  object  to  that  Act,  bccaiso  he 
tried  to  introduce  a  similar  one  and  failed. 
And  when  ho  talks  about  our  measures  being 
thrown  out  of  tho  House,  has  he  no  recollection 
of  tho  poor  little  bantlings  of  his  that  the 
House  rejected  session  after  session,  with  utter 
indifference  on  his  part  so  long  as  he  could 
weather  the  session?  As  regards  Kaihvay 
Boards,  no  ono  has  said  more  about  that  than 
the  honourable  gentlemen's  own  Government. 
I  have  before  mo  two  successive  Public  Works 
Statements  made  by  Mr.  Walter  Woods  John- 
ston, in  the  first  of  which  he  says, — 
"  In  1880  the  Railway  Commissioners  strongly 
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recommended  that  the  administration  of  con- 
structed railways  should  be  transferred  to  a 
Board  of  Mana^omeiit,  having  the  same  powers 
and  functions  as  a  board  of  directors  of  an 
English  railway  company.  So  far  as  my  short 
term  of  ofhcc  enables  me  to  form  an  opinion,  I 
incline  to  the  belief  that  it  might  be  advan- 
tageous to  have  some  such  a  Board,  not  only 
because  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  with 
which  it  could  deal  with  the  questions  that 
engaged  its  attention,  but  also  because  it  would 
be  removed  from  political  pressure.  But  the 
House  will  recognize  that  it  is  impossible  to 
hurriedly  arrive  at  any  conclusion  upon  such  a 
large  subject,  with  which,  therefore,  tlie  Go- 
vcrnmtntdoes  not  intend  to  deal  during  this 
session." 

But  then  they  came  to  deal  with  the  quf^s- 
tion  of  appointing  another  Ministvr — and  this 
is  just  a  propas  of  what  I  am  saying.  Was  the 
honourable  member  for  Kgmont  very  much 
ashamed  when  he  failed  to  carry  that  feature 
of  his  policy  —  the  appointment  of  another 
Minister?  I  think  he  was  quite  content  to 
abide  under  that  portion  of  his  defeat.  \Yhat 
I  have  read  wiis  said  by  Mr.  Johnston  in  1JS82. 
In  the  following  year  he  said,  in  his  Public 
Works  Statenient, — 

*' The  Ctovernnunt  purpose,  during  this  ses- 
sion, to  ask  tlie  Legislature  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  another  Minister,  and  this  will 
enable  such  an  arrangement  to  bo  made  as 
will  permit  a  Minister  of  Kailways  to  devote 
the  whole  of  his  attention  to  this  branch  of  the 
administration." 

The  lioard  propo>?ed  one  j'ear  was  replaced 
by  a  "Minister  tlio  next,  and  that  Minister 
alniMiIom  vl.  I  may  say  that  this  question 
still  eni,ai;i's  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
My  eolloi»^uo  has  sliown  to  the  House  the 
dilViculty  of  removing  the  responsibility  of  the 
management  of  tlu  se  larfje  aftairs  fix»m  the 
Government  whilst  Parlian\ent  has  a  rij^ht  to 
take  direct  eogni^^anee  of  the  consequences  of 
such  in!U.a«;oment.  Tliere  is  no  doubt  about 
that  ditliculty  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  my 
colleague  acknowkdcod  the  advantage  that 
would  ari^e  if  the  Government  could  have 
the  aid  of  local  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
management  of  the  n\ihvays.  We  hear  com- 
plai!Uf»  now  as  to  the  management  of  the 
railways,  and  we  are  told,  from  \-arioui> 
parts  of  the  country*,  that  this,  that,  or 
the  other  arrangenunt  is  bad.  The  ex- 
planation is  simpU-  this :  that,  so  long  as 
you  have  one  uniform  tariti  on  the  ^aihvay^ 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  the 
milways  must  be  managed  at  a  disadviuitage. 
Under  other  systems  the  railways  tire  worked 
according  to  circumstances.  If  the  circum- 
stances in  one  part  of  tl:e  country  ask  for  a 
smr.Uer  taritT,  or  if  particular  opposition  has 
sprung  up  in  one  part  of  the  country,  the  local 
circumstances  are  dealt  with.  Here,  ho^^evt^. 
we  aro  confronted  with  this  ditTiculty :  that,  if 
wo  wish  to  meet  the  competition  in  one  part 
of  the  country-  aiid  wo  lower  our  tarilT  to  meet 
the  eirci'.mstance^.  wo  have  at  once  a  de- 
j^and  fr»nii  all  ether  parts  of  the  country 
Sir  J.  \\>>7c: 


that  their  tarifif  also  shall  be  lowered,  so 
matter  how  different  the  circumstances  inij 
be.  Therefore  we  have  to  throw  away  busine^ 
and  refuse  to  go  into  competition  because  ve 
know  that,  whilst  we  might  save  a  couple  vi 
hundred  pounds  by  doing  so  in  one  phice,  ve 
should  lose  thousands  of  pounds  in  other  part^ 
of  the  country,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  havicg 
uniform  charges  no  matter  what  the  difference 
of  circumstances  may  be.  Whatever  system  i« 
adopted,  whether  a  board  of  management  or  & 
board  of  advice,  or  separate  management  in  e&ch 
Island,  .sooner  or  later  we  shall  have  to  recog- 
ni7.e  that  tliis  demand  for  a  uniform  tarifif  is 
inconsistent  with  the  railways  being  worked  to 
advantage.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  we  have 
not  remodelled  the  local -government  system 
as  readily  and  easily  as  we  hoped  when  we 
came  into  office;  but  the  explanation  is  ver.* 
easy.  The  fact  is  that  we  found  the  state  of 
affairs  far  worso  than  we  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect, and  we  soon  found  that  it  would  take 
much  longer  to  bring  them  round  to  the  con- 
dition wo  desired  than  we  anticipated.  Bat 
look  at  what  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
tw  o  years.  Tho  whole  of  the  laws  are  bciiig 
remodelled,  so  that  there  is,  even  now,  veiy 
little  of  Atkinson ian  legislation  left  on  thie 
Statute  Book,  and  if  we  go  on  for  a  few  years 
more  there  will  be  none.  I  do  not  knoft* 
wluther  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be 
grateful  for  his  eflfacement.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  may  be  an  annoyance  to  him  to  be  sepa- 
rated from  his  connection  with  these  mea- 
sures ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  b«- 
grateful  to  us  for  removing  from  the  Statute 
Book  laws  which  his  experience  must  han^ 
proved  to  him  were  more  or  less  misehievouF. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  spoken  of  our 
having  taken  these  .seats  on  false  pretences : 
but  let  me  call  honourable  members'  attention 
to  the  facts  of  the  case.  In  1SS4  he  went  to 
tlie  countr>'  after  being  defeated  in  the  House. 
and,  whatever  decision  the  constituencies  came 
to  as  to  who  should  take  tho  reins  of  power, 
there  was  one  thing  quite  certain — they  would 
have  no  more  of  the  honourable  gentleman  a*? 
a  member  of  the  Government.  W^hen  he  talks 
about  our  taking  these  seats  on  false  pre- 
tences, let  me  recall  this  fact  to  his  mind: 
that  it  was  not  many  da^s  after  Parliament 
met  when  a  striking  verdict  was  given  as 
to  its  confidence  m  him.  After  having  re- 
signed as  a  re.-ult  of  the  elections,  he  a^&iii 
ai  pcared  before  the  House  as  the  bead  of  a 
Government,  and  three  days  afterwards  he 
had  once  more  his  coruje.  Then,  last  year  ho 
came  Juwn  and  moved  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
d^nee  ill  the  Government;  and  what  was  the 
re^-iilt  ?  Why.  that  he  was  so  far  from  being 
able  to  carry  his  resolution  that  a  new  and  in- 
exvxrienced  member  of  the  House,  the  honour- 
al  L'  member  for  Oiunaru.  who  had  seconded 
the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech 
at  the  couimenccment  of  the  session,  had  to 
take  the  matter  out  of  the  honourable  genUe- 
man's  hard^,  and  was  very  much  nearer  cany- 
i!.g  t!!o  r-  v,^l:;::on  than  the  honourable  member 
fcr  Fjiiiciit,  iuid  the  honourable  member  for 
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Egmont   accepted  the  deep  humiliation,   for 
which,  as  an  old  colleague  and  friend,  I  felt  very 
Sony  at  the  time.     He,  absolutely,  tried  to  help 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa,  an  honourable 
member  who  had  made  one  of  the  most  person- 
ally-hostile attacks  upon  him  that  I  have  ever 
heard  in  this  House,  and  who  told  him  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  resolution  because  it 
was  in  his  hands,  although  he  would  vote  for 
it  if  proposed  by  any  other  honourable  mem- 
ber.    Still,    the   honourable   member   helped 
those  gentlemen  to  carry  the  resolution,  instead 
of  at  once  saying,  **  Since  I  have  no  longer  the 
position  of  leader  of  the  Opposition  I  will  re- 
sign it  and  take  my  own  line."    And  what  do 
we  see  to-night?    The  honourable  gentleman 
dared  not  move  this  amendment  himself,  know- 
ing as  he  does  the  feeling  of  the  House  and  the 
country  w^ith  regard  to  him,  and  so  he  asks  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  to  move  it, 
and  is  ready  to  support  that  honourable  gentle- 
man.   1  think  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
better  not  talk  any  more  about  our  occupying 
this  position   on   false   pretences,   for  it  only 
leads  to  retorts,  which  I  am  very  sorry  to  have 
to  make.    Then  the  honourable  gentleman  in- 
dul;;ed  in  a  long-drawn-out  speech  with  regard 
to  the  Mauriceville-Woodville  communication  ; 
and  I  ask  him  how  it  is  that,  if  there  were  a 
solemn  engagement  to   complete  the  railway, 
as  he  says,  he  thought  it  right  to  vote  against 
the  proposition  we  made  last  year.     Surely,  if 
he  had  deemed  there  was  an  engagement,  he 
would  have   voted  in  favour  of  it,   though  it 
might  have    entailed    some    loss  of   political 
action.     And  now  as  regards  the  Native-land 
purchases,   and    other    matters  in  that    con- 
nection, to  which   the   honourable  gentleman 
referred.    I  made  a  candid  explanation  that 
the  amount  of   £800,000,  which  we  supposed 
to  be  sufficient,   when   the    Financial   State- 
ment was  brought  down,  for  the  expenditure 
for  two  years,  was  found  to   be  insufficient ; 
and  therefore  w^e  did  what  was  perfectly  right 
in  charging  the  various   railways  with  plant 
and  stock  out  of  the  general  fund,  crediting 
that  fund  with  an  equivalent  in  money.    Then, 
as  regards   the   charge  on   the   North   Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  of  £100,000  for  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
other  honourable  gentlemen  have  often  urged 
that  the  lands  contiguous  to  the  line  should  be 
parcha&ed,  and  should  be  considered  a  necessary 
purchase  if  the  railway  was  to  be  carried  on. 
And  here  I  may  say  that  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa  spoke  so  strongly  against 
the  proposition   the  other  night  I  could  not 
help  recollecting  a  passage  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  when  he   was  a  member  of  the 
Ministry,  in  which  it  was  expressly  stated  that 
we  intended   to  push   on   the    North    Island 
Trunk  Railway,  and  that  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  obtain  land  alongside  it  for  settle- 
ment.   If  there  was  any  force  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  statement  he  must  be  very 
inconsistent ;  but  if  I  gauge  him  by  one  part  of 
his  remarks  I  rather  think  that  he  would  ask 
lor  a  htfger  loan.    We  did  not  think  it  desirable 


to  do  so,  and  therefore  we  made  the  arrange- 
ment we  did ;  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a  better  arrangement.  If  the  decision  is 
that  it  is  not  necessary,  then  the  money  will 
remain  there  and  will  only  be  expended  with 
the  permission  of  the  House.  Then,  as  regards 
the  diatribes  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont,  and  his  bearing  generally  with  respect 
to  this  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken  before 
on  that  side  of  the  House  have  taken  very 
different  views  from  his ;  and  notably  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  commenced  his 
speech  by  saying  that  the  sum  asked  for  was 
reasonable ;  and  I  have  only  to  add  that,  not- 
withstanding all  the  high-flown  sentences  in 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  indulged, 
there  is  no  member  of  the  House  who  knows 
better  than  he  docs  that  if  he  or  any  other 
honourable  member  were  in  power  he  would 
have  to  ask  for  a  loan  to  carry  on  the  public 
works  of  the  colony.  As  for  the  question  of 
education  buildings,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  conveniently  unmindful  of  oxplanations 
when  he  does  not  wish  to  receive  them.  When 
the  education-building  proposals  were  first  dis- 
cussed in  the  House  the  honourable  gentleman 
endeavoured  to  set  members  of  the  Government 
against  each  other,  and  said  these  clauses  were 
introduced  by  the  Treasurer  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Premier.  The  Premier  ex- 
plained subsequently  that  it  was  not  so ;  that 
he  was  anxious  to  see  education  buildings  per- 
manently provided  for,  and  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed was  a  desirable  one  to  adopt;  that  it 
would  give  an  assurance  to  the  Education 
Boards  that  buildings  would  be  available,  and, 
though  we  did  not  propose  to  use  it  this  year, 
it  would  be  a  convenient  plan  for  the  Educa- 
tion Boards  in  future.  That  explanation  was 
made ;  yet  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
now  says  that  no  sufficient  explanation  was 
given  to  the  House,  and  in  a  sort  of  way  apolo- 
gized for  opposing  the  proposal.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  talks  of  economy ;  but,  with  my 
colleague  the  Premier,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
there  is  any  general  desire  for  economy  in  the 
House,  for  1  must  say  that  the  applications 
made  to  the  Government  this  year  for  expen- 
diture in  various  parts  of  the  country,  not 
by  members  on  the  Government  side  only, 
but  by  members  on  the  other  side  also,  have 
been  fully  as  large  and  as  numerous  as  in 
previous  ycais,  if  not  more  so.  I  am  afraid 
to  think  of  what  would  be  the  total  amount 
if  we  totted  up  all  the  various  applications 
made  for  expenditure,  not  only  out  of  tho 
Consolidated  Fund,  but  also  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
followers  of  the  honourable  gentleman  have 
such  conlidonce  in  the  fairness  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  are  just  as  ready  to  ask  for 
expenditure  as  any  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  may  say  that  we  do  consider  all 
these  applications  in  an  impartial  manner. 
As  regards  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  I^Iataura,  of  course  it 
is  a  very  taking  amendment,  but,  as  an  honour- 
able member  said  to  me,  it  is  too  obvious,  it 
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too  coarse.  It  is  apparent  that  it  is  designed 
to  catch  members  from  various  parts  of  the 
country ;  but  it  is  too  obvious,  and  members 
with  any  self-respect  are  not  likely  to  fall 
into  such  a  trap.  Wlien  the  schedule  is  under 
consideration  would  be  the  proper  time  for  con- 
sidering each  item ;  and,  although  you,  Sir, 
have  ruled,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  rightly,  that 
an  abstract  resolution  of  this  kind  may  be 
considered,  yet  such  a  resolution  is  distinctly 
contrary  to  our  parliamentary  system,  for  we 
know  that  it  is  not  competent  for  expenditure 
to  be  proposed  in  the  House  imtil  after  a  mo- 
tion has  been  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ; 
yet  this  rcKolution  proposes  additional  expen- 
diture to  the  extent  of  £175,000  in  a  certain 
direction,  without  any  of  the  usual  formalities. 
In  fact,  tliis  resolution  proposes  to  do  what  it 
is  impossible  for  the  House  to  do  when  in 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  It  proposes  an  amend- 
ment which  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
would  not  allow  to  be  suggested — to  increase 
an  item  under  consideration.  However,  I  do 
not  wish  to  raise  the  technical  point.  I  only 
wished  to  point  out  how  unusual  it  is ;  and,  of 
course,  it  amounts  to  a  no-confidence  motion. 
As  I  shall  not  have  a  right  of  reply  on  the 
whole  dobate,  it  will  not  be  considered  unfair 
if  I  go  into  the  previous  debate  and  notice 
some  of  the  speeches  which  have  been  made 
during  the  past  few  days.  I  will  not  make 
my  remarks  so  full  as  I  should  otherwise 
have  done ;  but  it  would  not  be  right  that 
I  should  allow  the  debate  to  close  without 
noticinj^  speeches  which  have  been  delivered. 
The  lirst  honourable  member  wliose  speech  I 
wish  to  refer  to  is  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara.  I  cannot  understand  what 
that  honourable  gentleman  desired.  That  he 
has  a  poor  opinion  of  the  Government  is  a 
matter  of  course :  that  was  perfectly  clear 
from  his  remarks.  That  he  does  not  consider 
that  the  various  members  of  the  Government 
arc  in  accord  was  also  clear  ;  that  he  disagrees 
with  our  policy  is  also  clear :  but  it  was  not 
clear  what  the  honourable  member  wished  to 
substitute  in  place  of  those  matters  of  which 
ho  complained.  I  think  he  was  particularly 
unfortunate  in  casting  blame  upon  the  Native 
policy  of  my  colleague.  There  is  an  old  adage 
winoii  says  that  *'  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is 
in  tlic  eating  of  it ; "  and  no  more  remarkable 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  policy  of  the 
Native  Minister  could  have  been  shown  than 
wJiat  has  taken  place  during  the  last  few  days. 
When  we  contrast  what  has  been  done,  with- 
out the  sliglitest  exciteniont,  by  my  colleague 
in  putting  down  the  difticulty  at  Manaia, 
without  the  fuss  and  expense  and  agitation 
which  accompanied  the  action  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  in  the  Parihaka 
affair, — when  we  compare  the  manner  in  which 
my  colleague  has  put  that  disturbance  down, 
by  telegraphing  directions  and  sending  up  a 
few  armed  constables,  with  the  expedition  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  on  a 
white  horse,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  men, 
— we  at  once  see  the  difference  between  the 
two  policies.  When  we  contrast  the  noisy 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


action  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara with  the  quiet  and  simple  mamier 
with  which  the  Native  Minister  has  dealt  witii 
the  question,  we  at  once  see  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  men.  And  why  is  it  that  my 
colleague  is  able  to  deal  with  the  disturbance 
with  such  ease,  and  with  an  absence  of  that 
sensation  which  occurred  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  took  the  matter  in 
charge  ?  The  explanation  is  simple.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  set  himself 
to  govern  the  Natives  by  harshness  and  severitT, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  Natives  dis- 
trusted him,  and  he  would  not  have  dared  to 
take  such  action  as  has  been  taken  in  this  case 
unless  it  were  accompanied  by  a  great  force. 
On  the  other  hand,  my  colleague  has  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  Native;:, 
and  when  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  take 
action  ho  can  do  so  freely,  because  he  knows 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  Natives  agree  with 
him,  and  support  him  in  his  assertion  of  the 
majesty  of  the  law.  Now,  mere  straws,  thcv 
say,  will  show  the  way  the  wind  blows  or 
the  water  flow^s.  There  is  one  little  passage 
in  the  speech  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber lately  which  gives  a  very  good  idea  of  the 
gloomy  views  he  always  takes  of  the  affairs 
of  the  colony.  When  I  made  my  Finan- 
cial Statement  i  argued  out  plainly,  as  I 
thought,  upon  economical  grounds,  why,  in 
my  opinion,  there  was  likely  to  be  a  rise  in  tho 
price  of  wool.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  came  to  remark  upon  the  Financial 
Statement,  was  very  angry  with  me  for  ha^nng 
done  so ;  he  objected  to  my  giving  the  colonir^ts 
any  hope,  and  said  that  a  reaction  in  the  price 
of  wool  was  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  was 
not  to  be  expected.  He  is  so  gloomy  that  he 
cannot  bear  to  think  of  there  being  any  pr> 
spect  of  good  fortune  awaiting  the  colony  — 
he  always  loves  to  dwell  on  the  dark  side  ;  f 
affairs ;  and  how  singularly  he  was  mistakeit 
is  abundantly  proved  by  what  has  taken  plac(> 
in  tho  wool-market  since  I  made  my  Finaii- 
cial  Statement.  Thou  I  come  to  t!ie  honour- 
able member  for  Napier.  That  honourable 
member  appears  to  be  in  a  most  discontented 
frame  of  mind,  and  his  speech  was  full  *''f 
complaints  of  tho  policy  of  the  Govermncn!» 
or  of  the  want  of  policy  of  tlie  GovernmeMi. 
Well,  I  ask,  why  does  he  not  challcrge  tin 
policy  of  the  Govenimont  in  this  House  ?  Is  it 
not  because  ho  feels  tho  sense  of  the  House  is 
against  him  ?  But,  wliile  he  complains  of  tli« 
action  and  policy  of  the  Government,  in  the 
next  breath  he  tells  us  th.at  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Opposition,  and  that  we  are  wearing  the 
clothes  of  tho  Opposition  and  supporting  the 
policy  of  the  Opposition.  If,  as  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  says,  we  are  wear- 
ing tho  Opposition  clothes  and  carrying  out  tlie 
policy  which  ho,  as  a  member  of  the  Oppc>i- 
tion,  favours,  why  should  there  be  so  much  ca- 
villing and  objection  to  our  actiou  on  the  part 
of  the  honourahle  gentleman,  when  we  are  but 
giving  effect  to  his  sentiments?  Then,  I  think» 
he  complained  that  the  Government  were  mis- 
leading the  House.    He  told  us  that  the  House 
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ms  ntterly  demoralized  by  the  action  of  the 
Govemiueut.  That  is  a  much  stronger  reflec- 
tion upon  the  House,  which  allows  itself  to 
be  demoralized  by  the  Government,  than  it  is 
upon  the  Government.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  insulting  the 
Hoase  when  he  makes  such  a  remark.  I  shall 
make  a  short  reference  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Clulha.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  complains  that,  when  I  spoke 
at  Tuapeka — he  was  not  quite  right  in  this, 
because  I  did  not  speak  to  the  people  of  Tua- 
peka, but  I  wrote  to  them — I  called  attention 
to  the  auriferous  wealth  of  the  Clutha  River. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  district,  and  has  been  asso- 
ciated witli  it  for  a  long  term  of  years,  and 
I  should  have  thought  that  he  would  have 
been  grateful  to  me  for  recalling  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  Tuapeka  to  this  fact :  that, 
some  twenty-three  years  ago,  owing  to  the  ex- 
ceedingly low  condition  of  the  river,  miners 
were  able  to  dig  out  gold  with  knives  and  picks 
from  portions  of  the  river-bed  which  were  then 
eiceptionally  uncovered.  Thousands  of  men 
camped  alongside  the  river,  and  for  weeks  and 
months  waited  for  the  river  to  fall  again.  They 
remained  until  the  rush  to  Hokitika  took 
place.  Nevertheless,  this  is  the  case,  and  a 
angular  fact  it  is:  that  the  river  has  never 
fallen  since  that  time  to  the  level  at  which 
it  then  stood.  There  must  be  great  deposits 
o!  gold  in  the  river-bed,  covered  somewhat  by 
the  tailings  which  have  been  washed  into  the 
river  for  many  years,  and,  except  by  dredging, 
no  adequate  attempt  has  been  made  to  get  at 
these  deposits.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
are  large  quantities  of  gold  available,  and  that 
if  means  could  only  be  devised  for  wimiing  it 
from  the  river-bed  it  would  be  an  admirable 
thing  for  the  district  and  for  the  colony.  I 
think  that  the  honourable  member,  instead  of 
sneering  at  mo  for  calling  attention  to  the 
Kubjcct,  should  have  been  glad  that  I  noticed 
It.  And  I  may  say  now  that  I  have  pursued 
the  question  further,  and  that  I  have  infor- 
mation which  leads  me  to  think  that  there 
are  many  rivers  in  the  colony  containing  enor- 
mous amounts  of  gold,  which  only  wants  engi- 
neering skill  to  be  won.  On  the  West  Coast, 
and  in  Nelson,  and  on  that  piece  of  land  which 
the  IcUi  Minister  of  Lands  allowed  to  be  pur- 
chased by  a  syndicate  at  the  Little  Wanga- 
nui,  I  am  told  that  gold  exists  in  largo  quanti- 
ties, and  that  it  is  to  be  obtained  by  adequate 
methods.  I  should  have  thought  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  grateful  to  me 
for  having  raised  this  point  in  connection  with 
the  deposits  in  the  district  with  which  he  has 
been  associated  for  so  many  years,  and  that, 
at  any  rate,  my  remarks  would  have  received 
sympathy  from  him.  I  wish  now  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  honourable  member 
lor  Mount  Ida.  If  I  imderstand  rightly  the 
speech  which  the  honourable  member  made 
upon  the  Public  Works  Statement,  it  was  one 
originally  designed  to  be  given  upon  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  But,  as  I  do  not  see  him  in 
luBseat,  and  I  have  something  to  say  about 


his  remarks,  I  had  better  defer  my  remarks 
on  this  head,  in  the  hope  that  he  may  appear 
before  I  have  concluded.  Now  I  come  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  I  shall  say 
something  much  more  unpleasant  about  him 
than  I  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  doing. 
I  have  shown  the  honourable  gentleman  for- 
bearance time  after  time ;  but  I  And  that  the 
consideration  I  have  exhibited  has  led  to  an 
exaggeration  of  the  offence,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  be  so  lenient  for  the  future  as  I  have  been. 
There  is  one  honourable  member  in  this  House 
whose  speeches  always  delight  me — the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  —  who,  together 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa,  must 
have  misunderstood  what  I  said  about  the 
£800,000;  and  I  was  rather  surprised  that  I 
was  not  successful  in  making  myself  under- 
stood: but  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so  now. 
What  I  said  was  this:  We  have  always  been 
accustomed  to  deal  with  new  works  and 
liabilities  as  new  expenditure  in  voting  from 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  Two  or  three 
years  since  the  liabilities  left  over  at  the 
end  of  one  year  nearly  equalled  the  expen- 
diture of  the  two  succeeding  years.  I  ex- 
plained also  that  the  amount  of  £800,000  was 
expeet'd  to  be  sufficient  when  the  total  was 
submiiucd  to  the  Cabinet,  but  when  it  came  to 
the  test  it  was  found  that  it  was  not,  therefore 
£300,000  more  had  to  be  found.  There  was  no 
mystery  in  the  matter;  the  thing  was  very 
clear.  Perhaps  this  was  misunderstood  not 
from  want  of  understanding,  bub  from  my  in- 
capacity to  explain.  The  honourable  member 
for  Akaroa,  in  his  peroration,  saw  fit  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  tho  Premier  and  myself, 
as  to  one  being  a  colonist  and  the  other  not 
being  a  colonist.  The  distinction  was  nomi- 
nally made  between  my  colleague  and  myself, 
but  its  meaning  was  a  comparison  of  mo  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  himself ; 
and  the  design  was  to  transparently  hint  that 
I  am  deficient  in  wealth. 

Mr.  ]\IONTCtOMERY.— I  did  not  say  a  word 
about  myself ;  I  spoke  about  the  colonists  gene- 
rally. 

sir  J.  VOGEL.— No ;  he  ingeniously  put 
forward  the  Premier.  I  have  devoted  myself 
to  public  life  in  New  Zealand.  Those  who 
have  not  done  so  may  have  been  more  success- 
ful in  regard  to  this  world's  goods.  I  married 
here,  and  lived  the  best  years  of  my  life  here, 
and  my  children  were  born  here,  and  whatever 
fame  and  distinction  I  have  gained  has  been 
in  connection  with  New  Zealand  ;  and  it  is 
r3ssible  my  name  will  be  remembered  in  the 
■  3lony  long  after  his  is  forgotten.  If  I  am  to 
oo  despised  because  I  am  not  a  rich  colonist, 
how  i:.  it  that  the  honourable  member  did  me 
the  honour  to  join  the  Government  I  formed  ? 
Is  it  grateful  on  his  part  that  I  should  be 
assailed  in  this  manner,  after  giving  him  tho 
only  chance  he  has  had  of  joining  a  Govern- 
ment ?  If  I  am  not  worthy  of  holding  a  seat 
in  the  Government  now  because  I  am  not  a 
colonist,  was  I  less  entitled  to  do  so  then  ?  I 
see  that  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
has  come  into  the  House.    I  havo  already  said 
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that  I  believe  he  gave  us  a  statement  on  the 
public  works  policy  which  was  originally  de- 
signed to  be  delivered  on  the  Financiflil  State- 
ment. It  was,  of  course,  none  the  worse  for 
that.  I  dare  say  some  honourable  members 
enjoy  the  possession  of  a  musical-box,  and  are 
aware  that  some  of  the  tunes  played  by  these 
instruments  are  bad,  while  others  are  good. 
In  order  to  reach  the  good  ones,  all  the  villain- 
oas  ones  have  to  be  endured.  And  it  may  be 
that  without  going  through  the  tune  set  to  the 
Financial  Statement  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  get  to  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. Some  of  his  remarks  are  extremely 
felicitous,  and  I  think  he  is  led  away  by  the 
facility  he  possesses  for  making  epigrams.  He 
is  not,  however,  in  the  habit  of  framing  his 
epigrams  upon  the  facts,  but  of  framing  his  facts 
upon  the  epigrams.  So  we  see  the  love- sick 
youth  who  becomes  a  poet  for  the  sake  of  the 
lady  he  adores,  and,  in  making  his  rhymes, 
selects  two  words  that  rhyme,  and  then  fills  in 
the  lines.  He  said  last  year  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  House  to  keep  the  Government 
in  and  their  measures  out;  whereas  I  judge 
from  what  he  said  the  other  night  that  he  now 
thinks  it  is  the  policy  of  the  House  to  keep 
their  measures  in  and  the  Government  out. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE. -I  never  said 
one  or  the  other. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — There  is  no  one,  I  believe, 
destined  to  take  a  higher  place  in  the  future  in 
public  life  than  the  honourable  member;  but  I 
regret  his  changes  of  opinion.  These  turns, 
however,  are  not  unknown  in  the  history  of  the 
House :  but,  still,  I  cannot  help  thinking  they 
are  somewhat  significant.  Now,  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks  about  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  The 
honourable  member  says  the  Government  are 
not  in  favour  of  roads.  I  demur  to  that.  If 
he  had  said  that  we  were  not  in  favour  of  his 
system  of  obtaining  road.s  and  using  them  for 
political  purposes,  he  would  liave  been  correct. 
We  adopt  the  test  of  whether  the  ratepayers  are 
willing  to  rate  themselves  for  the  works  or  not. 
That  is  the  fundamental  difference  between 
our  policy  and  his  ;  and  I  say  t!iis  policy  of  ours 
would  give  a  greater  development  to  works 
and  roads  which  would  o])oii  up  the  country 
than  the  system  that  the  lionourable  member 
attaches  his  faith  to.  Now  as  to  what  the 
honourable  member  has  said  about  my  state- 
ment that  €070,000  had  been  misspent  out  of 
the  Three-million  Loan.  I  do  not  think  I  used 
the  word  ♦'  misspent."  I  pointed  out  that, 
notwithstanding  the  expenditure  of  over  four 
millions  since  the  schedule  had  been  brought 
out,  the  original  expenditure  of  the  Three-mil- 
lion Loan  has  not  been  completed  by  some 
£070,000.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  1878  all  the 
schedules  of  all  previous  Loan  Acts  were  re- 
pealed in  a  general  repeal  Act.  Now  I  come 
to  a  matter  of  very  great  importance.  I  do 
not  follow  the  honourable  members  for  Wai- 
totara  or  Akaroa  or  Egmont  in  their  allega- 
tions that  there  can  be  no  harm  in  making 
statements  prejudicial  to  the  colony  because 
they  are  the  truth.  Half-truths  blurted  out 
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are  sometimes  whole  untruths ;  and  when  yon 
come  to  make  an  attack  upon  anybody,  and 
state  only  the  bad  features  and  pass  by  th« 
good  ones,  you  are  not  giving  a  correct  view. 
The  statement  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  about  the  condition  of  Canter- 
bury and  the  Middle  Island  last  year  was  one 
of  the  most  deplorable  things  ever  uttered  in 
this  House.  Nothing  is  easier,  under  the  guise 
of  what  is  called  **  stating  the  truth,"  than  to 
give  a  most  false  impression.  Take  the  well- 
known  two  lines  honourable  gentlemen  hare 
often  heard, — 

The  naked  every  day  he  clad. 
There  you   have   the  description  of  a  grand 
philanthropist,  a  man  who  may  be  assomed 
to  have  been  always  looking  about  to  do  office 
of  charity.     But  what  says  the  other  line  ? — 

When  he  put  on  his  clothes. 
There  you  have,  from  the  two  lines  together, 
merely  a  selfish  individual  who  fulfilled  an 
ordinary  domestic  duty.  That  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  what  half-truths  may  be.  There  is- 
no  greater  mischief  effected  in  the  world  thaa 
that  which  is  done  under  the  guise  of  "  Yoa 
must  speak  the  truth."  Every  old  woman 
who  runs  from  house  to  house  carrying  scandal 
and  gossip  says,  **  Oh,  my  dear,  there  is  no 
harm  in  speaking  the  truth,  you  know"— 
and  then  things  are  uttered  which  cause  ruin 
to  families  and  untold  misery.  Is  there  any 
business  in  the  world  that  could  stand  the  pub- 
lication of  all  its  losses  without  an  accompany- 
ing statement  of  its  gains?  In  making  such 
statements  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
may  say  that  he  should  be  excused  to  some  ex- 
tent because  he  does  not  speak  under  the  same 
sense  of  responsibility  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont.  That  honourable  gentleman 
could  not  have  misunderstood  what  I  said  the 
other  day,  that  it  was  inadvisable  that  we  should 
come  down  with  proposals  for  a  larger  loan. 
Probably  the  honourable  member  had  the  same 
information  from  London  as  I  had,  and  he 
could  not  have  been  unaware  of  it ;  and  yet  his 
speech  the  other  afternoon,  and  part  of  his 
speech  to-day,  was  an  attempt  to  draw  from  me 
a  statement  as  to  the  future  borrowing  of  the 
colony — knowing,  as  he  must  know,  for  he  has 
quite  sufficient  acquaintance  with  public  life  to 
know  it,  the  meanuig  of  what  I  said,  and  know- 
ing, as  he  does,  that  to  discuss  the  question  of 
future  borrowing  must  have  a  prejudicial  effect 
upon  the  loans  now  under  consideration.  I  say 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  not  allow 
political  feeling  on  his  part  to  make  him  un- 
mindful of  the  larger  duty  he  owes  to  the  coun- 
try of  becoming  reticence  when  such  reticence 
is  demanded  of  him. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  object  to  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretences. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  inclined  to  go  further  and 
say  such  a  questionable  thing  as  *^  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretences."  I  am  hint- 
ing at  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  sufficient  acquaintance  with  the 
money-market  in  London  to  be  aware  that  full 
particulars  are  ascertained  by  those  mterested 
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a^  to  t!ie   Ioslus  authoiizcd.     Tho   honourablo 
member  is  attempting  to  draw  me  out  on  the 
question  of  future  loans,  which  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  discuss,  and  which  he  knows  it  is 
not  desirable  to  discuss.    There  is  no  question 
of  borrowing  imder  false  pretences.     If  these 
lactics  had  been  adopted  in  the  other  colonics, 
it  is  difficult  to  say  what  might  have  been  the 
disiisters  which  would  have  overtaken  them.    I 
B3p;i060  it  is  an  open  secret  that  tho  Australian 
Coiunies  have  been  threatened  with  very  serious 
difficulties,  and  it  is  pretty  well  known  that 
some  of  the  colonies — New  South  Wales  and 
South  Australia — have  borrowed  in  advance  of 
their  wants,  so  that  there  should  be  ample 
fonds  at  command.    These  questions  aro  not 
blmtcd  out  in  the  other  colonies.     Differences 
of  opinion  aro  strong  there— party  fooling  runs 
high ;   but  there  are  topics  which  it  is  con- 
iidcred  not  right  to  deal  with  in  a  spirit  of 
merely  party  criticism  —  topics    which  affect 
the  welfare,  the  well-being,  of  tho  colony  ;  and 
on  these,  both  sides  are  ablo  to  agree.    The 
Colony  of  New  South  Wales  borrowed  during 
the  four  and  a  half  years  from  1881  to  1885  no 
less  than  twcnty-ono  millions.      She  has  now 
borrowed  another  five  and  a  half  millions ;  and 
be>iijc3  these  twenty-six  millions  she  has  had 
tt-n  millions  of  land  revenue  at  her  disposal. 
^ov.^  wliat  has  been  the  consequence  ?    Not- 
outstanding  a  period   of  unprecedented  dif5- 
cultits  and   enormous   losses  to  private  indi- 
Nbli.ds,    those    diflicultics    have    been,    to    a 
Lv'  oxt€nt,  stavod  off   by  the    colony  being 
ill   .k   position    to    give    employment    to    the 
liiihKir    of    the   colony,   and  to    maintain  its 
pc-pniatiou.      I    am    quite   aware    that    there 
.uc  honourable  members  who   do  not    think 
that  a  wise  policy;  but  still  tho  fact  remains 
«'f  its    adoption,    and   of     its    effect.      Now 
eoiiii^    the    question  of    the    resolution  car- 
rici  last  year  by  the  honourable  member  for 
lUv;ke'3  Bj,y,  and  I  frankly  say  to  that  honour- 
able ;;eiitleman  that  if   there  was  anything  I 
uttered  last  year,  in  referring  to  this  matter, 
calculated  to  be  personally  offensive  to  him,  I 
witiidraw  and  heartily  regret  it;    but  I   am 
none  the  more  able  to  agree  with  him.    ^ly  col- 
lta:^iie  the  Premier  stated  this  evening   that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  tho  courage 
of  Ills  opinions,  because  of  his  supporting  the 
am-juimtnb  under  consideration ;  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  ^hown  a  great  deal  of  courage,  not  only  in 
moving  the  resolution  last  year,  but  in   the 
action  he    took    on    various    occasions    since 
theu.    I,  however,  look  upon  his  action  from 
an  entirely  different  x>oint  of  view  from  that 
of   the    honourable    gentleman,    and,    to    my 
mind,  he  has  done  incalculable  injury  to  tho 
colony.    I  will  put  an  illustration,  which  will 
show  how  different  are  our  opinions.     We  will 
suppose  that  a  field,  we  need  not  say  of  what 
dimensions,  can  be  placed   under  cultivation 
for  a  thousand  pounds.     Now,  if,  before  the 
reduced  rate  of  wages,  twelve  months  ago,  it 
would  have  cost  £1,200  to  put  that  field  into 
the  same   stato  of    cultivation,  the   honour- 
able gentleman  will  consider  that  it  was  a 


gain  to  have  been  able  to  effect  this  work  for 
£1,000  instead  of  £1,200.  From  my  point  oi 
view  it  was  quite  the  contrary.  I  think  that 
the  £200  is  saved  to  the  individual,  but  los1» 
to  the  whole  community  to  a  great  extent, 
because  if  it  had  been  paid  away  in  the  shapo 
of  wages  for  labour  it  would  have  been  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  community,  and  have 
had  a  far  wider  distribution  than  it  was 
capable  of  in  the  hands  of  a  single  person. 
Of  course  I  am  supposing  that  in  both  cases 
—  the  £1,000  and  the  £1,200  — tho  operation 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses, 
and  fair  interest  on  capital.  That  being 
the  case,  I  say  the  general  distribution  of  the 
£200  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity than  that  one  individual  should  save 
that  money.  My  opinion  is,  and  I  have  often 
said  it  before,  that  nothing  is  more  indicative  of 
tho  prosperity  of  a  country  than  that  the  labour 
within  it  is  kept  remuneratively  employed. 
It  has  been  calculated  that  every  adult  immi- 
grant is  worth  £200,  and,  though  people  com- 
plain about  the  immigration  winch  has  taken 
place,  I  carmot  but  think  that,  having  brought 
out,  between  1870  and  1880,  a  hundred  thou- 
sand immigrants  who  represent  now  probably 
a  hundred  ajid  twenty-five  thousand  souls — I 
cannot  but  think  that,  if  there  were  3  or  4 
per  cent,  of  those  unsuited  for  the  colony,  the 
balance  are  a  bright  example  of  the  success  of 
inducing  immigrants  to  come  to  the  colony. 
We  have,  I  think,  to  look  forward  to  the  time 
when  we  can,  with  justice  to  those  already  in  the 
colony,  without  the  danger  of  bringing  down  the 
price  of  labour,  resume  assisted  immigration. 
That  time  has  not  yet  come.  I  ask  honourable 
members  what  is  the  most  valuable  product  of 
the  colony.  I  dare  say  there  are  some  who- 
will  say  that  it  is  wool ;  or,  if  they  come  from 
goldfields  districts,  thoy  will  probably  say  that^ 
it  is  gold.  I  think,  without  exception,  that  the 
product  which  is  of  the  largest  value  is  the 
labour  employed  within  the  colony.  I  have 
made  a  rough  calculation,  or,  rather,  I  have 
had  it  made  for  me  by  the  most  competent 
authorities  I  could  find,  and  they  show  that  we 
are  paying  something  like  £11,600,000  a  year 
for  labour,  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions,  of  men 
and  women  in  the  colony.  It  is  my  contention 
that  a  great  part  of  that — I  should  say  at  least 
one-third  of  it — in  running  through  the  com- 
munity fructifies  and  becomes  converted  into 
actual  wealth.  It  is  not  merely  the  £200  that 
would  be  saved  in  the  example  I  have  given, 
but  that  the  moneys  the  labourers  receive  are 
spent  over  and  over  again,  time  after  timc^ 
fructifying  to  a  large  extent  as  they  pass 
through  the  hands  of  sliopkeopers,  manufac- 
turers, and  others,  and  leaving  a  benefit  to  all. 
You  may  depend  upon  it  that  a  large  fall  in 
the  value  of  labour  is  a  greater  loss  to  tho 
country  than  a  large  fall  in  the  value  of  any 
particular  staple.  I  do  not  say  that  I  would 
artificially  keep  up  the  price  of  wages.  I  do- 
not  urge  anything  in  that  direction,  except 
to  encourage  the  consumption  of  locally - 
made  articles.  That,  however,  is  a  question 
I  am  not  going  into  at  present.    But  to  a-r*^ — 
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ficially  lower  wages  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  error; 
and  that  is  what  I  charge  tho  honourable 
member  for  Hawkc's  Bay  witli  having  done  —  I 
believe  quite  unintentionally,  but  still  I  believe 
he  has  done  it.  What  was  it  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  ?  At  a  time  when,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things,  we  should  continue  the 
policy  of  our  public  works,  which  had  been 
the  established  policy  of  tho  country  for  years 
past,  and  must  continue  to  be  so  more  or  less 
for  years  to  come,  tlio  honourable  gcntkmau, 
by  tne  action  he  took,  arrested  thtir  continu- 
ance; and,  before  Parliament  could  make  any 
further  arrangements  for  tho  cnrrving-on  of 
the  works,  they  were  stopped  and  labour  was 
thrown  out  of  employment,  so  that  the  labour 
which  ordinarily  goes  into  tho  public  works 
became  a  competitor  with  labour  of  other 
kinds  ;  and  we  have,  as  a  result,  in  my  opinion, 
a  fall  of  not  less  than  from  10  to  12^  per 
cent,  in  wages  of  all  descriptions.  I  believe 
that  fall  has  taken  jjlace  from  one  end  of  tho 
colony  to  the  other,  and  that  it  certainly 
was  not  less  than  10  per  cent. ;  and  I  believe 
that  fall  was  an  indirect  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  honourable  member.  If  I  am 
right  m  gauging  the  wages  paid  for  labour  at 
£11,000,000,  the  honourable  member  will  sec 
that  a  loss  of  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  means 
a  loss  of  over  one  million  of  money  to  the 
wage-earners  of  the  colony,  and  to  those  who, 
directly  and  indirectly,  depend  upon  tho  fruc- 
tification of  the  money  which  arises  from  the 
spending  of  the  labour,  rs.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  those  persons  who  have  had  the  work  done 
have  gained  by  it.  The  great  mass  of  working- 
people  have  been  sn^Tcreis,  and,  through  them 
the  great  mass  of  the  industrious  people  of 
the  colony  who  indirectly  dep(>nd  upon  tlic 
expenditure  of  the  mojiey  which  circulates 
through  the  eonimunity  as  a  consequence  of 
the  employment  of  labour.  I  am  not  de- 
fending— nor  do  I  wish  to  defend — borrowing 
for  the  purpose  of  employing  labour.  If 
honourable  members  have  cliaiged  me  with 
doing  so,  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  have  not  been 
successful  in  making  myself  understood.  The 
colony  suffers  very  greatly  from  a  jicrmanent 
fall  in  the  value  of  labour.  I  know  that  is  not 
an  opinion  that  is  generally  accepted  :  still,  it 
is  an  opinion  that  I  hold  very  strongly.  At 
present  the  labouring -classes  are  suffering 
intensely,  especially  because  of  the  refuse- 
woik  of  cheap  labour  in  other  countries  being 
shovelled  into  the  colony  in  prodigious  quan- 
tities in  the  shape  of  imports,  without  paying  a 
Bufiicient  amount  of  duty.  I  shall  not,*^  how- 
ever, pursue  that  question ;  but  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  more  words  on  the  labour  question. 
There  have  been  floating  through  my  mind 
for  years  past  relieetions  which  it  would  take 
a  long  while  to  work  out  to  a  solution,  and 
I  am  too  old  now  to  do  so  ;  but  I  cannot  help 
feeling  this:  that,  as  all  traces  of  slavery 
and  feudalism  die  out,  it  will  bo  recognized 
that,  if  there  is  to  be  a  universal  currency, 
its  standard  must  depend  upon  the  value 
of  human  labour.  Not  that  all  labour  will 
have  the  same  value.  The  labour  which  is 
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merely  one  of  force,  tho  labour  which  comes 
from  training,  or  that  greater  labour  still 
which  is  the  result  of  God- given  genius — aQ 
these  will  have  their  separate  value ;  but  the 
unit  on  which  all  values  will  be  reckoned  wiU 
be  represented  by  human  labour  for  a  giTCB 
time.  Everything  that  we  have  subservient 
to  our  use  is  made  so  by  the  labour  of  man. 
Nature,  it  is  true,  beneficently  places  at  his 
command  the  material  upon  which  to  woik. 
Look  around  you,  look  everywhere  ;  all  that  yon 
see — books,  houses,  electric  light,  great  works  cr 
little  works,  even  capital  itself,  ever>'thing  we 
use,  all  represent  so  much  Iiuman  labour;  and 
my  tlioughts  flow  always,  and  have  for  years 
flowed,  in  the  direction  of  considering  what 
is  best  calculated  to  give  the  most  beneficial 
employment  to  man.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  taunts  me  with  my  schemes. 
I  say  that  those  "  schemes,"  if  they  maj 
be  so  called,  do  run  in  that  direction;  an^ 
I  think  they  are  more  beneficial  than  that 
grand  scheme  of  his  of  national  insurance, 
which,  instead  of  giving  encouragement  to 
labour,  would  give  encouragement  to  those 
wlio  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  work,  an-l 
who  are  likely  to  be  a  burden  upon  others, 
My  schemes  are  in  the  direction  of  finding 
employment  for  human  labour,  and  leading 
the  community  into  paths  in  which  human 
labour  is  most  largely  and  profitably  employed; 
and  if  honourable  members  will  look  at  the 
broail  Teatures  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
they  will  see  that  they  all  run  in  the  groove 
which  I  have  described.  Tho  Goverament  are 
gradually  and  surely,  I  think,  carr^•ing  out  the 
policy  of  dceentralization — a  policy  of  thro\Y- 
ing  larger  duties  upon  the  local  bodies  througb- 
out  the  colony,  a  policy  of  throwing  upon  a 
larger  number  of  human  beings  a  larger  amount 
of  work.  \Vc  are  cultivating  friendly  relations 
with  the  Natives — that  is  a  cardinal  feature  of 
our  policy:  it  is  a  policy  of  giving  the  Natives 
the  best'  opportunity  of  workin.g  out  to  the 
largest  advantage  their  destinies  f or  tlie  future. 
We  are  promoting  settlement ;  we  desire  to 
encourage  local  industries  of  all  kinds:  there, 
again,  is  the  same  feature  of  affording  occupa- 
tion to  human  labour.  We  are  pushing  on  the 
railways  ;  we  desire  to  see  them  pushed  on, 
seeing  ho.v  largely  they  assist  in  the  progress  of 
settlement;  we  desire  to  see  them  pushed  on, 
not  for  the  pur^K^ses  of  levenue,  but  with  the 
view  of  giving  advantages  to  those  who  are  able 
to  use  them  and  who  are  distant  Ironi  the  sea- 
board. Those  are  the  broad  features  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  and  they  all  run  in 
tho  elirection  of  depriving  *'  the  few"  of  mono- 
polies, and  giving  to  "  the  many  "  opportunities 
of  advancement  and  distinction.  If  honourable 
members  would  deal  w  ith  the  broad  features  gf 
the  policy  of  Ministers,  and  not  with  carping 
questions  of  how  much  they  were  able  to  do 
last  session  and  how  much  this  session,  greater 
justice  would  be  done  to  the  Government,  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish  to  put  myseU 
right  with  the  House  on  a  point  with  which 
some  honourable  members  were  tolerably  veil 


1886.] 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bill. 


217 


acquainted  before.    What  I  have  to  say  is  called 
iocth  by  the  words  used    by    the    Treasurer 
when  he  said,  referring  to  luo,  "  Why  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  join  tlio  GoverDmenfc  I 
foirned?    He  was  ungrateful.     I  gave  him  the 
chance  of  getting  on  the  Government  benches." 
In  1SS4,  when  my  honourable  friend  opposite 
x^igned,  I  was  asked  to  join  the  Government 
al  Uie   present  Premier.     I   would  not  have 
joined  any  Government  with  the  Treasurer  at 
the  head  of  it.    I  joined  the  Ministry  with  the 
Premier  at  the  head,  and  I  joined  it  along  with 
Mr.  Macandrew,  because  the  Premier  said  it 
w&s  necessary  that  we  should  join  it ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  that  I  would  not  have  joined  the 
Government.     When  the  Prcuiitr  went  south 
lie  left  Mr.    Macandrew  and   me  to   arrange 
matters  with  the   Treasurer.     I  slmll  say  no 
more  upon   that  point,   because    no  more  is 
required  to  be  said.     If  I  am  in  opposition  to 
the  Treasurer  at  the  present  time,  i  supported 
to  tlic  best  of  my  ability  the  policy  which  the 
Government  brought  down  in  1S84,  which  was 
Agreed  to  during  the   few   days  I  was  in  the 
Government.     What  were    the  measiues  that 
Government    proposed    they   should    carry   in 
this  House  ?     The   abolition  of   tJie  property- 
tax,  the   substitution   of    the   land-tax,   local 
government,  and  Railway  Boards.     When  we 
Vfcnt  out  of  office  the  present  Trtasnrcr  said 
if  he  had  been   allowed  to  remain   lie  would 
have  established  a  sound  financo  ;  that  there 
should  be  diminished  expenditure  ;    that  con- 
fidince    would    be    restored,    and    the   colony 
progress  "  by  leaps  and  bounds."     That  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasurer.     He  knew   nothing 
about  tlie  condition  of  the  countrw     It  is  evi- 
dent he  did  not,  and  he  has  acknowh  <Tgcd  to- 
night that  he  did  not.      Why  did  1  dilicr  from 
him    afterwards  ?      Instead   of   a   propo-.al   to 
diminibh  taxation  and  to  establish  local  govern- 
ment, what  had  we  ?    In  1885  I  came  up  to  this 
Hour»e  with  the  hope  and  intention  of  support- 
ing the   Government.     Instead  of  diminished 
taxation,  I  found  a  proposal  to  enornioui^ly  in- 
crease  taxation  on   the  people.     Did   we  not 
find,  mstead  of  economy  and  prudence,  a  pro- 
pc5;tl  by  which  the  local  bodies  were  to  receive 
^11,000,  equal   to   seven  and  a  lialf  millions 
for  twenty-live  years?     That  was  so  contrary 
to  the  proposals  of  the  Ministry  1  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tliat  of  course  I  voted  against  it,  as  I 
was  bound  to  do.    When,  last  year,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  came  down  with  tlic  proposal 
togivtt  J^T.COO  a  year  for  twenty  years  to  the 
Mcigis    company,    could    I    supp;)rt    such    a 
thin^?    Why,  the  present  company  will  con- 
strutt  the  railway  without  the  £*j7,CG0.     Wliat 
would  have  been  the  position  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  had  his  way  ?     The  colony 
Would  have  been  saddled  with  a  payment  to  the 
contractor  of  £97,000  a  year  for  twenty  years  ; 
and  now  we  have  contractors  who  liave  taken 
the  work  without  any  guarantee  beyond  that 
in  the  Act  of  1884. 
An  Hon.  Membee. — ^No. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— ThcBo  arc  the  facts. 
I  had    hopes    of    the   honourable  gentleman 
when  he  camo  to  the  colony.    As  to  his  great 


ability,  there  is  no  one  who  will  more  fully  or 
frankly  acknowledge  that  than  I.  I  hoped 
that,  with  his  ability,  and  the  prudence  which 
I  trusted  would  characterize  his  ripened  judg- 
ment and  mature  years,  good  to  the  country 
would  result  from  the  advent  of  the  Jilinistry  ; 
and  I  joined  the  Ministry  of  Sir  Robert — 
then  Mr. — Stout  with  the  hope  of  assisting, 
as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  do  some  good. 
But  when  I  find  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  after 
denouncing  the  property-tax  as  crushing  the 
industries  of  the  country,  and  speaking  with 
the  utmost  vehemence  and  strength  against 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  for  impos- 
ing such  a  tax — when  I  find  that  tax  still 
existing,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  sitting 
there  notwithstanding  that  that  tax  is  against 
his  declared  opinion ;  when  I  find  he  goes  to 
Auckland  and  about  the  country  and  denounces 
those  men  whom,  they  being  able  to  judge  the 
condition  of  the  colony,  he  accuses  of  putting 
forth  reckless  statements  calculated  to  injure 
the  credit  of  the  colony  ;  and  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  poses 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
is  entirely  misrepresenting  me.  Perhaps  he 
v/ill  read  the  extracts  from  my  speeches  to 
which  he  refers. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  poses  as  the  protector  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  as  against  those  men  who 
would,  ho  says,  do  an  injury  to  the  colony  in 
checking  what  they  consider  recklessness,  I 
have  a  right,  as  one  of  those  men,  as  one  who 
has  been  a  public  man  for  twenty-two  years — 
I  say,  in  these  circumstances  I  have  a  right 
to,  and  naturally  do,  feel,  with  other  members 
of  tho  House,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  assuming  a  position  ho  is  not  entitled 
to.  That  was  the  reason  I  spoke  out.  Have 
we  any  hope  now,  if  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man had  his  own  way,  that  w^e  shotjld  have 
any  economy,  and  that  wo  should  not  have  a 
great  borrowing  policy  ?  Is  it  not  the  impres- 
sion among  honourable  members  and  in  the 
country  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
borrow  a  great  number  of  millions  to  prose- 
cute public  works? — in  tho  belief,  I  take  for 
granted,  that  it  would  advance  the  interests  of 
the  country,  but  in  our  firm  belief  that  it 
would  bring  ruin  upon  us  if  we  did  not  stop 
him.  These  arc  the  reasons  why  I  spoke  tho 
other  night,  and  I  do  not  regret  a  single  word  I 
then  said.  I  merely  now  make  this  statement 
of  facts,  in  order  that  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  to-night,  that  ho  gavo  me  a 
chanco  to  join  his  Government,  might  not  go 
forth  to  the  world  imcontradicted.  1  join  his 
Government!  I  would  not  join  his  Govern- 
ment. Those  with  whom  I  have  been  acting  for 
years  against  tho  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont would  never  have  sanctioned  my  joining 
a  Government  of  which  tho  present  Treasurer 
would  be  the  head,  nor  could  I  have  allowed 
myself  to  do  so. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  wish  to  explain  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  invited  to  join. 
the  Government  because,  as  he  said,  Mr.  Mac- 
andrew would  not  join  without  him. 
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Mr.  ^lONTdOMERY.—I  did  not  say  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  handed  in  the  names  of 
that  (Government.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
honouiiiblo  gentleman  wished  Sir  Robert  Stout 
to  bo  Pi  t^niier.  No  doubt  he  was  very  anxious 
that  ho  should  bo,  and  I  agreed  to  it.  But  the 
(tovcmnont  was  formed  by  me,  and  the  honour- 
able goiitloman  knew  it. 

Mr.  M^  )NTaOMEHY.— The Govomment  was 
formed  l)\  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the  Treasurer,  and 
others,  invsolf  anion;:  them. 

Mr.  CONOLIA'. — I  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

The  House  divided. 
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time  we  have  plunged  into  the  business  of  ths 
country  ;  to-night  for  the  first  time  the  Hoi3fl»: 
has  realized  that  we  have  before  us  a  subjest 
of  great  magnitude ;  to-night  the  House  hti; 
clear  proof  that  the  Ministry  are  divided,  asft 
that  their  measures  are  only  the  result  of  a 
poor  compromise  among  themselves;  to-nigfa^j 
the  House  has  seen  that  the  Premier  and  tbt' 
Treasurer  are  absolutely  at  variance  at  a  timi 
when  they  should  be  most  united;  to-nigbt 
the  House  has  the  spectacle  before  it  on  tliost 
benches  of  a  Treasurer  who  does  not  hesitats 
to  browbeat  honourable  members  in  a  manner 
which  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  wh» 
have  sat  in  the  House  during  the  evening 
When  the  Premier  spoke  at  an  earlier  pait  of 
the  evening  there  was  a  general  feeling  in  th» 
House  that  at  the  beginning  of  his  speech  hs 
spoke  in  a  manner  which  did  not  do  justice  t» 
his  subject.  He  evidently  felt  it  himself;  aod 
towards  the  close  of  his  speech  he  lost  himself 
in  a  burst  of  honest  conviction  which  took  the 
House  by  storm ;  and  I  venture  to  think  that 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  gat 
up  the  feeling  ran  through  the  House:  '*He» 
we  have  two  men  who,  forgetting  party,  hare 
entered  into  the  subject  of  this  debate:  pre- 
pared to  unite  and  deal  with  it  without  party 
spirit,  and  only  in  the  true  interests  of  the 
country."  I  never  heard  in  all  my  time  two 
speeches  from  our  p^jblic  men  which  excited ia 
me  greater  admiration  than  those  of  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
But  \v>en  the  Treasurer  cjDt  up  at  a  later  period 
ani  trej.;(  il  the  House  to  a  petulant  speech, 
aoo.:>ir.g  h.^nouraMe  members  of  all  sorts  of 
yc::iiii<-es  and  meanness,  and  dealing  vith 
cviry  lit:le  dciaii  of  the  speeches  of  hononrable 
iutLnlk.rs  in  a  most  personal  and  improper 
mar.r.tr.  I  ihir.k  tK*^  House*  felt  ashamed  of  tbe 
po-i:i.  n  into  which  it  had  got.  and  I  hoped  that 
wi  <"..::M  av';ouni  the  debate,  and  deal  with 
th.-i  -.rt-a:  ou^.^:ion  apart  from  the  feelings 
w.,:^'..  ini'.s:  L'L  i::  the  minds  of  all  honourable 
:r.L  r^'.  rs  wh.^  ha  i  heani  the  Treasurer's  speech. 
1..:  iv.t  rc.-.^i:  t-y  the  mind  of  the  House  the 
i-'x  .  V 1;  ^  b^i.-h  f'j'I  fr.«m  the  Treasurer.  Let  me 
a>k  '..-.  \.  in  his  cc^j:  moments,  if  he  does  not  fsd 
.*-  .a:;..  *.  t.-.-ii  he  >>..'.iM  have  dealt  with  this 
s..,;tv:  '.::  ilu  v.'.v  I.e  uii— from  a  narrow pet- 
>. :  i-..  -x  :::;  ::  vi^  w.  He  b^gan  by  telling  us  "jrhr 
lie  Tvi  rr.ii  to  :r.i  c."'.>^r.y.  I  do  not  knowtlat 
>.:  V  .-.-  .  v.r  a<k. .".  fjr  his  reasons;  but  thai  i* 
:-.  >  '.  .  S:  -An  h  >  - ->:  e  ? h .  He  tol d  us  that  he  le- 
:.:r..-  *  ;r  :1:-.  c."  r.y  bex-ause  of  the  utter  want 
.:  c. .  .liv-.v-^t  cf  :l.t.  c.ui.irv  in  my  honourabls 
:...  .1  me  niim.tr  icr  K^xi^nt."  Is  there* 
:r..:::.vr  .'f  :  .:>  H-u>e  wh.-»  believes  that  the 
V  .  r./r'-e  r.:t-r:i">r  reiuraed  to  take  his  p«i- 
:.:/  ":  ,r.-  .:;,\:r.  b--A::>e  of  any  want  of  con- 
'■ ."...::  . :"  :".  ;:  v.":  r.y  in  :he  honourable  member 
:..-  *\:mrr.:  *  I..:  -s  f.-r  a  m  cement  look  !»<* 
:.'  ;. -:  r.:,-.s'-::I  .r.rrtsi>:n«vnce,  aud  see  ho* 
r.i  ■.:>cO  h.s  Tv^sii-.^r.  as  Ac-nt  of  this  colony,** 
A  :  .v.-  .-■j-jrf  1-;:  .v'.x-.y  '.-.^>  in  great  dlAcuU^ 

.1  •  H.--::.  ri^  -^TJi:^ — TLcne  is  personalifcr fcf 
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of  personalities  to-night  already,  and  I  will 
speak  what  I  think,  unless  you,  Sir,  call  me 
to  order.  At  that  time,  when  the  colony  was 
in  that  position,  the  honourable  gentleman 
took,  or  rather  contemplated  without  shame 
taking,  such  action  as  would  have  brought  dis- 
credit on  all  Agents  of  the  colony  for  all  time 
hftd  he  taken  it.  And  because  he  did  not  do 
this  he  now  requires  a  large  commission  at 
the  hands  of  the  colony.  Then  he  comes  out 
here,  leaving  behind  him  the  trail  of  his  trans- 
actions and  his  character  recounted  in  the 
newspapers,  and  appears  as  one  who  came  to 
save  the  country  from  the  mismanagement  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  and  his 
colleagues.  Who  believes  such  a  statement  as 
that?  Then  he  takes  upon  himself  to  criticise 
the  action  of  the  Government  which  preceded 
him.  He  speaks  of  their  Bills  as  *'  little 
bantlings;"  he  speaks  of  their  action  in  a 
manner  which,  whatever  may  be  the  expressions 
of  members  of  this  House  in  heated  moments 
of  politics,  I  am  sure  does  not  meet  the 
approval  of  the  House  now  when,  in  cool 
moment^:,  we  come  to  consider  the  work  done 
by  that  Government.  In  heated  moments  we 
(rften  say  things  for  which  afterwards  we  feel 
regret;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  in  this  House 
and  in  the  country  there  is  a  thorough  feeling 
of  respect  for  those  members  of  the  late  Minis- 
tty,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  whom  the  Trea- 
!  sorer  has  petulantly  and  wrongfully  criticised. 
1 1  do  not  speak  of  myself  ;  I  leave  myself  en- 
\  tirely  out  of  the  question ;  but  I  may  say 
it  is  my  belief  that  throughout  the  country 
;  fiiere  is  a  feeling  that  that  Ministry  did  good 
aerrice  to  the  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Walter 
Johnston  with  regard  to  Railway  Boards,  and 
also  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a 
^cial  Minister.  Well,  it  is  not  denied  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  view  that  had  been 
taken  generally  in  the  country,  the  Govern- 
ment consented  to  take  these  questions  under 
their  consideration ;  but,  after  giviug  to  the 
matter  the  most  mature  consideration,  we 
came  to  the  determination  that  the  formation 
of  Boards  could  not  be  attempted — the  same 
conclusion  which  the  Premier  has  so  strongly 
limounced  to-night  as  being  his  opinion,  an 
opinion  in  which  he  differed  from  both  his  col- 
iigues.  The  Treasurer  speaks  of  effacing  the 
Atkinsonian  legislation ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  tho  legislation  left  behind  them  by  the 
Atkmson  Government  after  five  years  of  office 
will  last  for  all  time  in  this  colony.  What  did 
we  do  ?  We  reformed  the  electoral  laws — we 
otrried  all  the  liberal  measures  which  have 
jiyen  to  the  people  of  the  colony  the  political 
priTileges  that  they  now  enjoy.  We  reformed 
Ihe  land-laws,  which  were  only  consolidated  by 
Aose  gentlemen  afterwards ;  we  removed  the 
Native  difficulty;  we  passed  legislation  with 
tt^ard  to  the  Natives  which  still  remains,  and 
will  be  most  beneficial  to  them  in  years  to 
oome.  We  announced  to  this  House  during 
901  last  session  other  legislation  affecting  tho 
Ae  Native -lands  administration  which  will 
Itm  have  to  be  adopted  when  the  Bill  just 


passed  has  proved  a  failure.  It  is  only  a 
question  of  time  when  our  proposals  will 
have  to  be  adopted.  And  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  our  legislation  has 
been  effaced.  He  says,  triumphantly,  **  Wo 
have  abolished  the  Koads  and  Bridges  Con- 
struction Act."  It  is  true  that  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  a  moment  of  triumph,  exercised 
his  determination  to  force  tho  repeal  of  that 
Act ;  but  this  very  session  he  comes  down  with 
another  Bill  re-enacting  tho  same  Act  under 
another  name,  and  containing  amendments 
which  he  knew  were  in  our  mind  to  propose 
to  this  House,  and  which  experience  had  shown 
to  be  necessary.  Then,  he  speaks  of  "humilia- 
tion." The  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
the  turning-point  of  his  policy  tho  abolition 
of  the  property-tax — what  has  he  done?  He 
has  increased  it  and  intensified  it ;  and  he  talks 
of  *'  humiliation  "  I  The  honourable  gentle- 
men, whose  financial  measures  wore  rejected 
one  after  another  last  session,  still  sit  on  thoso 
benches,  only  kept  ohere,  as  we  have  been  told, 
by  the  personal  request  of  a  majority  of  tho 
members  of  this  House,  in  spite  of  constitu- 
tional precedent;  they  keep  their  seats  on 
those  benches  though  their  policy  was  abso- 
lutely rejected  by  this  House  I  Talk,  Sir,  of 
humiliation!  Think  of  what  was  alluded  to- 
just  now  by  the  honourable  member  for  Aka- 
roa — the  Meiggs  proposal.  The  Houso  would 
not  entertain  that  proposal.  They  rejected  it 
summarily,  and  declared  absolutely  that  they 
would  not  consider  any  proposal  of  a  Govern- 
menc  which  had  brought  down  measures  in 
such  utter  disregard  of  the  public  interests  as 
that  proposal  was.  Talk  of  humiliation,  when 
these  gentlemen  brought  down  a  protective 
policy  which  was  absolutely  rejected  in  this 
House,  yet  still  they  stuck  to  their  seats! 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  dared  to  criti- 
cise the  Native  policy  of  our  Government,  and 
referred  in  terms  and  in  a  manner  to  my  late 
colleague  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara  which  I  had  never  heard  employed  in 
this  House.  Tho  country  takes  the  word  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  and 
implicitly  believes  it :  it  takes  the  observations 
of  tho  Colonial  Treasurer  for  what  they  are 
worth.  Everything  that  the  present  Native 
Minister  has  been  able  to  do  in  Native  ad- 
ministration is  owing  to  the  previous  action, 
the  firmness  and  judiciousness,  of  the  late 
Native  Minister.  I  may  say,  in  passing,  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  present  Native 
Minister  admits  that ;  and  that  is  probably  a 
reason  why  tlie  Colonial  Treasurer  does  not 
admit  it.  Then,  tho  House  must  have  felt 
under  a  sense  of  shame  when  it  heard  the 
Treasurer  speak  as  he  did  about  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa.  It  is  not  my  place 
to  defend  that  honourable  gentleman.  Ho  is 
here,  and  capable  of  defending  himself.  But 
this  I  may  say:  It  is  against  tho  feeling  of 
members  of  this  House  that  what  passes  on  an 
occasion  of  that  kind — with  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  Ministry — should  be  brought  up 
in  the  way  the  Treasurer  brought  it  up.  He 
spoke  of  having  shown  forbearance  and  con- 
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sideration  to  the  honourable  member  for  Aka- 
roa.  Did  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
ever  ask  him  for  forbearance  and  consideration  ? 
Does  he  require  it  ?  Is  it  proper  for  one  gentle- 
man who  thinks  he  has  shown  forbearance  and 
consideration  to  another  to  parade  before  this 
House  liis  forbearance  and  consideration  ?  That 
is  not  the  sort  of  thing  that  is  usually  done 
among  gentlemen.  Then  ho  said  his  name 
would  be  remembered  when  the  name  of  tlie 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  would  be  for- 
gotten. That  may  be  so,  for  of  this  I  am  sure : 
that  the  name  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will 
never  be  forgotten  in  this  colony. 

The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  tlioni. 
The  t'ood  is  oft  inteiTcd  witli  their  bones. 

Then  the  honourable  member  came  to  another 
matter.  I  hardly  like  to  speak  of  it  without 
having  the  words  he  said  before  me,  for  1  can 
hardly  believe  that  any  one  in  a  responsible 
position  would  have  spoken  in  the  way  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  did  speak.  lie  told  us, 
practically,  tliat  the  colony  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  have  its  linancc  debated.  Wc  have  not 
got  into  that  state  yet.  We  do  not  want  any 
one  to  come  and  say  to  u?,  "  Hold  vuur  toiiguos 
and  leave  yourselves  in  my  liaiids.  Do  nut  sav 
anything  that  will  prevent  me  gettinc^  as  much 
money  as  I  can  for  you."  I  ulteily  ivjjudiate 
talk  of  that  kind  in  connection  with  this  colony. 
Then  we  had  the  usual  reference  to  the  reso- 
lution of  t}io  honourable  meuiber  for  llawko's 
Bay.  I  just  want  to  say,  as  to  that,  tiuit  a  course 
has  been  taken  with  regard  to  that  resolution 
which  is  contrary  to  all  the  constitutional 
principles  which  govern  us.  \Ve  fhid  in  all  the 
State  documents — in  the  Financial  Statement, 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement,  in  the  speeehes 
made  on  the  floor  of  this  House  by  inembeis  of 
the  Government — we  find,  in  all  these,  refer- 
ences made  to  tliat  resolution  wliieh  I  can 
only  characterize — I  do  not  know  wlietlur  I 
ajn  using  a  parliamentary  expresbion — as  con- 
temptible. Members  of  the  Govern luent  are 
placed  on  those  benches  to  guard  the  piivi- 
leges  of  this  House,  to  maintain  constitutional 
usage,  and  to  set  an  example  which  is  con- 
stitutionally right  throughout  the  country. 
But  what  did  they  do  in  regard  to  this  resolu- 
tion, v/hich  was  brought  forward  in  this  House 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
last  session  —  a  resolution  which,  I  believe, 
went  in  the  direction  of  giving  elieet  to  the 
public  mind  of  the  colony  ?  WJien  that  resolu- 
tion was  proposed  tlie  Hon.  the  ?Jinistcr  for 
Public  W'orks  got  up  and  said  that  the  resolu- 
tion practically  embodied  in  words  what  the 
Government  intended  to  do  in  fiict.  They 
accepted  the  resolution  because  they  saw  that 
they  were  obliged  to  accept  it;  and,  having 
accepted  the  resolution,  according  to  all  con- 
stitutional usage  the  Government  on  those 
benches  were  hound  to  adopt  it  and  loyally 
give  elTeet  to  it.  But  daring  the  recess,  on 
every  occasion,  every  principle  of  constitutional 
usage  was  violated  by  that  resolution  being 
held  up  to  the  people  as  one  which  was  doing  a 
great  i)ublic  wrong  and  had  worked  evil  against 
the  working-class;  and  the  Government,  which 
Mr.  Bollcslon 


held  its  office  from  Parliament,  while  dis*^ 
claiming  responsibility  for  that  resolution,  usii^ 
it  on  every  possible  occasion  for  damaging  wtu 
their  constituents  those  men  who  had  voiaC 
for  it.  The  Treasurer  has  again  devoted  him*} 
self  to  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke'i 
Bay  in  the  same  direction.  He  said  that  thm 
honourable  member  had  caused  a  fall  of  inn 
10  to  12^  per  cent,  in  the  wages  paid  for  labou^d 
There  is  not  a  6in<i;le  member  in  this  Hous 
who  believes  that  statement  for  a  moment; 
there  is  not  a  single  member  in  this  Hooat' 
who  does  not  recognize  that  it  was  a  thinly- 
veiled  attempt  to  throw  discredit  on  tbt- 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  with  fak 
constituents.  Now  I  have  said  all  that  I  csKti 
to  say  with  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  tite 
Colonial  Treasurer.  I  am  going  to  drop  tbn^ 
subject.  But  I  must  now,  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  of  the  House  in  refusing  th* 
adjournment,  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
question  before  the  House.  That  question,  li 
I  understand  it,  is  based,  first  of  all,  on  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  and,  secondly,  on  tht 
Loan  Bill.  I  wish  to  say,  with  regard  to  these 
State  documents,  that  for  some  time  past  it 
has  forced  itself  on  my  mnid  that  they  are  m* 
at  all  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  that  wt 
should  do  very  much  better,  in  many  cases,  if. 
we  had  no  such  Statements  at  all.  They  arc, 
for  the  most  part,  what  I  might  call  evidence 
of  a  spiritual  pride  on  the  part  of  Ministers— 
a  display  of  departmental  vanity  ;  and,  for  mf 
own  part,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  we  should  beve^ 
much  better  off  without  any  of  them.  It  tt 
I)Ossible  that  the  Financial  Statement,  Lnvolviuf 
very  serious  considerations,  and  matters  of  de- 
tail" which  require  particular  accuracy,  should 
be  in  the  form  of  a  written  document,  and 
constitute  a  State  document  for  reference;  and 
that  Statement,  it  is  well  known,  is  used  by 
I\Iinisters  for  tlie  purpose  of  intiuencing  tltt 
money-market  at  Home.  To  this  cause,  in  my 
belief,  is  to  be  attributed  the  great  blot  that  his 
been  unearthed  in  the  present  Financial  State- 
ment respecting  the  £800,0tX) ;  for  I  belief 
that  it  was  telegraphed  to  England  that  we  had 
.4:800,000  free  for  appropriation,  and  only  pio^ 
posed  to  borrow  this  year  a  milUon  and  a  hatt 
for  reproductive  purposes.  So  far,  thereforet 
as  that  Statement  is  used  as  a  kind  of  pufi- 
ing  advertisement  at  Home,  I  think  it  is 
mischievous  and  dangerous;  and,  read  by  tie 
light  of  what  the  Treasurer  has  told  us  ai 
to  reticence  about  public  affairs,  I  believe  it 
is  a  most  dangerous  thing  to  allow  such  a 
Statement  to  be  telegraphed  Home.  "Whak 
about  the  other  Statements  ?  Take  the  ilinei 
Statement,  for  instance.  I  think  we  should 
have  done  quite  as  well  without  that  Stake- 
ment.  It  has  superseded  the  ordinary  de- 
partmental report,  and  is  only  good  so  til 
as  it  is  a  rccJuuiff^  of  departmental  reportfc 
With  regard  to  the  Public  Works  Statementi 
I  propose  to  criticise  it  in  detail.  If  thtf* 
Statements  were  weighed— as  I  have  heard  9i 
inferior  set  of  examination-papers,  which  wai 
simply  what  are  called  pass-papers,  were  taken 
and  weighed  in  scales  by  the  ex&mineis — 1 1** 
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lieve  the  Pnblio  Works  Statement  would  pass 
tbefiist.    It  is  heavily  weighted  with  maps  and 
most  curious  pictures  and  painted  diagrams, 
and  so  on;  bat  as  a  State  document  I  maintain 
it  has  no  value  whatever.    The  Premier  asked 
ns  to-night,  "  What  is  a  policy  ?    What  policy 
do  yon  expect  ?  "    He  says  the  policy  consists 
in  roads  and  bridges  you  are  going  to  make. 
That  is  not  my  idea  of  a  policy,  and  I  say 
these  documents  throughout  ought  to  embody 
the  policy  of  the  country — that  is,  the  bearing 
of  the  proposals  contained  in  them  on  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  the  country.     A  Public  Works 
Statement  like  this  ought  to  have   told  the 
coontiy  what  the  policy  was  as  between  roads 
and  railways,  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  free  immigration,  and  generally  as 
bearing  on  the  whole  action  of  the  department 
doling  the  year.    This  document,  take  it  how 
you  will,  contains  nothing  of  policy  whatever, 
it  is,  I  tliink, .  a  putting  into  somewhat  bad 
English  of  the  departmental  reports.    If  any 
hononrable  member  will   take   the  trouble  to 
;  go  through  this  Statement  together  with  the 
I  departmental   reports  he  will  find  that,    for 
j  the  most  part,  it  consists  mostly  of  those  rc- 
j  ports,  with  sentences  transposed,  and  with  the 
I  English  altered  not  for  the  better.     That  is 
I  the  real  story   of   this    Statement.     Now,    I 
j  am  quite  snre  that  the  Minister  himself,  who 
I  had  to  read  this  to  a  thin  House,  was  dissatis- 
'  fied  with  it,  that  the  House  was  dissatisfied 
I  wth  it,    and    that    the   country    is    simply 
I  puzzled  and   mystified    by   the  whole  thin^. 
I  There  are  in   the    Statement   twenty   pages, 
I  and,  of  these,  eleven  are  in  relation  to  rail- 
l  ways  in  course  of  construction,  and  to  work- 
1  ing  railways ;   and  I  ask,   what  is    there   in 
these  eleven  pages   which   is  not  as  well  or 
,  better  expressed  in  the  reports  of  the   Engi- 
!  aeer-in-Chief  and  the  General  Manager  of  Kail- 

I  ways?  First,  in  regard  to  the  district  railways, 

I I  think  in  such  a  document  as  this  we  ought 
:to  have  the  policy  of  the  Government  ex- 
\  pressed  with  reference  to  such  railways,  and  a 
:  rtatement  of  how  they  will  affect  the  revenue. 
!  But  here  there  is  no  effort  to  explain  that  at 
i»U-  Prom  a  paragraph  in  the  report  it  appears 
I  that  more  attempts  are  to  be  made  to  force 
other  private  lines  on  the  public.  We  are  told 
that  the  Treasurer  and  the  Minister  of  Klines 
;ttd  the  Premier  requestoil  that  they  should  not 
be  consulted  on  that  subject.  I  do  not  think 
a  statement  of  that  kind  ought  to  appear :  it 
ionght  to  go  without  saying,  and  nob  be  placed 
in  the  first  two  or  three  paragraplis  of  a  Public 
Works  Statement.  I  can  only  say  that,  badly 
^I  think  of  the  whole  business,  so  far  as  I 
can  see  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  has 
honestly  tried  to  guard  the  public  interests 
fa  the  transactions  in  reference  to  these  rail- 
irays.  Then  he  says,  *'  We  liave  made  reduc- 
tions in  the  rates  of  carriage  of  goods  all  in 
fte  direction  of  helping  local  productions.  If 
ft  had  not  been  for  this,  £50,000  more  of  revc- 
Noe  would  have  accrued."  Now,  I  think,  in  a 
JMragraph  like  that,  we  ought  to  have  been 
■old  in  what  direction  those  reductions  have 
Iftken  place.     Speaking  as  a  farmer,  I  believe 


there  have  been  some  slight,  but  very  slight, 
reductions  ;  but  to  the  farmers  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  has  entirely  failed  to  fulfil  what 
ho  promised  when  he  came  into  the  Houf?e,  on- 
the  strength  of  which  he  was  elected  to  those 
benches.  And,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  dangerous  thing 
that  reductions  should  be  made  on  the  principle 
he  has  enunciated.  The  only  real  principle 
on  which  you  can  found  a  fair  basis  of  railway 
rates  is  the  actual  cost  of  the  carriage  pliis  a, 
reasonable  percentage  for  profits  and  interest. 
Then,  the  point  as  to  how  industries  are  to  bo 
served  by  railways  will  bring  in  questions  that 
are  apart  from  the  business  of  railways  as  public 
carriers,  and  the  ^linister  may  be  gratifying 
his  own  view  at  the  expense  of  all  other  clEtsaes 
in  favour  of  one  or  two  special  classes,  and  very 
great  difficulty  might  arise  in  the  future  from 
any  such  policy.  He  goes  on  to  say,  "It  has- 
been  my  constant  endeavour  to  resist,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  continued  demand  for  fresh 
stations  on  the  several  lines."  I  do  not  think' 
I  shall  be  doing  wrong  if  I  detain  the  House 
bv  speaking  as  to  the  producing  interests  of  the 
colony.  The  action  that  was  taken  by  tho 
Government  of  which  I  was  a  member,  and 
which  brought  that  Government  into  very  con- 
siderable disrepute  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, was  this :  We  said  we  would  try  the 
effect  of  lowering  tho  freights,  trusting  to 
create  an  increased  traffic;  but  wo  held  that 
the  railways  should  be  made  to  pay  a  rate 
which  would  be  a  fair  return,  and  would  repre- 
sent, at  any  rate  approximately,  the  interest 
that  was  paid  upon  the  moneys  ;  and,  when  we 
found  that  that  was  not  being  done  under  the 
lower  freights,  wo  did  what  I  think  honourable- 
men  wore  bound  to  do  under  tho  promise  they 
had  made  to  this  House  that  they  would  try 
this  as  an  experiment,  and  revert  to  the  former 
rates  if  it  failed.  Wo  again,  in  compliance 
with  what  we  had  stated,  raised  tho  freights. 
The  consequence  is  well  known  :  we  had  to 
leave  those  benches.  At  the  same  time,  in 
regard  to  affording  appliances,  we  thought,  the 
Government  having  undertaken  to  work  as 
public  carriers,  it  was  our  business  to  give 
reasonable  accommodation.  And  during  tho 
last  two  years  of  the  time  we  were  in  office  we 
found  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
improve  the  rolling-stock,  the  station  accom- 
modation, and  other  appliances  to  tho  tune 
of  between  £700,000  and  £800,000.  In  Can- 
terbury alone  farmers  had  appliances  given 
to  them  amounting  to  £70,000.  Then,  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  told  us  he  had 
hesitated  to  reintroduce  the  Railway  Boards 
Bill  that  he  laid  before  us  last  year,  because 
ho  felt  certain  it  would  not  meet  with  general 
support.  He  tells  us,  at  the  same  time,  that 
his  opinion  is  the  same  with  regard  to  it — that 
he  believes  the  railways  ouglit  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  non-political  Boards,  and  tliat  his 
opinion  has  not  changed,  althoup[h  ho  dare  not 
bring  his  proposals  down  to  the  He  use.  Well, 
one  can  believe  that  perfectly ;  but  we  have  had 
it  stated  to  the  House  to-night  by  the  Premier 
that  he  disbelieves  in  the  principle  altogether, 
and  that  he  will  have  no  nominated  Boards — 
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that  he  will  have  no  Boards  acting  between  the 
people  as  represented  in  this  House  and  the 
Government,  and  that  to  the  Government  alone 
are  the  people  to  look  for  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  the  railways.  Then,  curiously 
enough,  we  have,  at  a  later  period  of  the 
evening,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  tolling  us,  as  I 
miderstand  him,  that  he  himself  still  believes 
we  should  have  some  Boards  of  advice  or  local 
Boards.  I  have  already  alluded  to  tlio  sentence 
which  appears  in  this  Statement  with  regard  to 
the  reduction  on  the  votes  of  last  year  on  the 
motion  of  tho  iionourablc  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay.  I  do  not  propose  to  allude  further  to 
that  than  to  say  that  the  action  which  was 
taken  with  regard  to  it,  and  on  which  I  ex- 
pressed my  opinion,  is  exactly  on  all -fours 
with  tho  action  to.ken  by  the  Govcrnnieut 
throughout  the  recess  on  one  or  two  other  ques- 
tions :  tlicy  have  sliown,  during  the  recess,  tlieir 
absolute  contempt  for  constitutional  propriety. 
The  other  questions  1  refer  to  are,  l!r?»t,  tlie 
threat  of  a  dissolution  —  the  bringing  of  tlie 
Governor's  name  upon  the  plalfoinis  of  the 
country — asking  the  people  to  agitule  in  respect 
of  a  function  which  belongs  particularly  to  the 
Grown.  The  other  matter  in  which,  I  take  it, 
they  violated  all  constitutional  pro|U'icty  was 
the  threat  they  made  use  of  with  regard  to  the 
nrisappropriation  of  the  Korth  Island  Trunk 
Kaiiway  Loan.  They  attempted,  by  their 
threats  on  tho  platforms  of  the  couiitry,  to 
intimidate  memb(i*s  in  consequence  of  their 
action  in  this  House  —  an  action  which  they 
themselves,  as  ^linisters,  had  jiractically  ad- 
opted, and  for  which  they  were  responsible. 
Then  there  is  a  short  paragraph  brought  in 
neck  and  shoulders,  without  any  information 
in  it  that  would  be  of  any  interest,  with  regard 
to  the  manufacture  of  Portland  cement ;  and 
•we  have  at  the  end  of  the  Statement  tho  usual 
departmental  reports,  and  some  wonderful 
sketclies  of  the  Wanganui  River — the  most 
marvellous  productions,  I  think,  that  any- 
body ever  saw  attached  to  a  State  document, 
illustrating,  if  they  illustrate  anything,  how 
the  public  money  may  be  appropriated  for  pur- 
poses of  a  railway  and  may  be  used  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  snagging  rivers  to  gratify  a  local 
district — the  districtrepresented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui.  I  have  dealt  with 
the  first  eleven  pages  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  We  come  now  to  pages  12  and  13, 
with  regard  to  the  expenditure  on  roadii.  Tliere, 
again,  the  matter  is  dealt  with  simply  as  any 
subordinate  officer  of  tho  department  might 
deal  with  it.  There  is  nothing  but  the  most 
meagre  information  —  it  is  just  a  transcript  of 
v/hat  appears  in  the  reports  attached  to  the 
Statement.  I  have  very  little  to  say  witii  re- 
gard to  placing  roads  upon  tho  estimates — the 
general  roads  through  settled  districts.  I  think 
we  f.ro  doing  well  in  attempting  to  get  rid  of 
that  system  of  constructing  roads  and  bridges 
by  special  vote  ;  and  the  Government  of  which 
I  was  a  member  made  the  first  honest  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  that  by  passing  the  Koads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act.  Wo  have  now  got 
-an  amendment  o[  that  Act  which  I  believe 
Mr.  Rollcston 


to  be,  I  may  say,  almost  the  only  good  i 
that  the  present  Government  has  brought  fm^ 
ward,  and  which  I  hope  will  really  remove  tbeik 
roads  and  bridges  from  the  estimates.  Bofti 
when  the  Premier  tells  us  that  we  cannot  aSoC 
to  borrow  for  roads,  and  that  we  must  cast  t^ 
roads  upon  tho  localities,  I  should  like  him  fe» 
be  a  little  more  explicit.  I  take  it  that  whifc 
he  means  by  casting  the  roads  upon  the  locafi- 
ties  is  this :  that  the  roads  are  to  be  constractai 
by  certain  knots  of  population  in  the  different 
districts.  Does  he  suppose  for  a  moment  thai 
ho  can  cast  upon  them  the  opening -up  ot 
Crown  lands? 

Sir  R.  .STOUT.— I  exempted  that. 

l\rr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  do  not  dispute  thai 
ho  did  ;  but  I  a.sk  him,  if  beholds  the  viewtha* 
it  is  impossible  for  the  local  bodies  to  construct 
these  roads  to  open  up  Crown  lands,  and  thai 
it  is  necessary  to  construct  them  out  of  bor- 
rowed money,  why  docs  he  not  make  provisioft 
for  that  in  this  schedule  ?  There  is  practically 
almost  nothing  new  to  meet  such  an  important 
branch  of  the  public  service.  The  fact  is  that 
wo  have  nothing  brought  forward  but  tiie  liar 
bilities  in  respect  of  roads  to  open  up  Crowa. 
lands — the  amount  is  ii(31,000 ;  th^ro  are  a  few 
new  rr.ads,  but  generally  speaking  the  roads  set 
dov%'n  are  old  roads  previously  authorized  by  ths 
House.  Here,  again,  I  do  think  that  to  dLsinisa 
a  great  question  of  that  kind  in  a  paragraph 
of  a  purely  departmental  character  is  beneadi 
the  dignity  of  a  document  that  pi-ofesfies  to 
be  a  State  document.  We  surely  ought  to 
have  been  told  what  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  with  regard  to  this,  and  its  bear- 
ings on  the  social  and  economic  progress  d 
the  country  ;  and  I  contend  that  such  expla- 
nation was  tho  more  necessary,  because,  ac- 
cording to  my  view,  the  Minister  of  Lands  has 
adopted  a  new  policy  with  regard  to  opening 
up  waste  lands  at  the  present  time,  in  which 
he  has  gone  very  much  astray.  There  vas, 
in  the  country  that  lies  between  here  and 
Woodville  and  in  that  neighbourhood,  a  laigB 
tract  of  land  which  alforded,  as  I  belic\e,  tho 
best  opportunities  for  colonization  that  re- 
mained in  New  Zealand ;  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  had  some  explanation  as  to  exactly 
what  was  being  done  in  regard  to  tlie  openiBg- 
up  of  these  lands.  When  we  left  ofnce  our  in- 
tention was  to  apply  a  considerable  sum— I 
think,  £100,000— to  the  constructing  of  roads 
and  developmg  that  country  in  connection  with 
the  railway,  as  it  progressed  in  both  directions 
to  Woodville.  Now,  we  know  from  the  GasdU% 
and  from  a  statement  made  in  this  House  in 
a  previous  session,  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
has  adopted  what  is  called  the  spticial-settl^ 
ment  system,  and  that  he  has  sold  these  lands 
on  that  system  at  a  price  below  that  which 
would  ordinarily  be  got  for  them — that  hehs* 
.sold  them  at  a  nominal  price  on  the  condition* 
that  the  people  who  take  up  the  lands  wU 
settle  them  and  make  the  roads.  Now,  befoi* 
two  years  are  over  we  shall  find  these  peopl* 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  this  Assembly  to 
do  that  work,  of  which  they  practically  adopt 
the  responsibility  by  buying  the  land  at  alow«2 
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rata,  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms  laid 
down  by  the  regulations.    I  think  we  are  going 
to  have  a  terrible  complicatioD  in  respect  of 
^at   matter.     I   have    spoken  before  in  the 
House  upon  the  subject,  and  I  would  ask  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  consider  it.    I  hope  if  he 
takes  part  in  this  debate  he  will  tell  us  exactly 
bow  it  is  working.     So  far  as  I  can  judge,  and 
from  what  I  hear,  the  survey-work    is  very 
badly  done  :  it  is  escaping  proper  control,  and 
trill  lead,  in  the  future,  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
and  very  great  expense.    Then  we  come  to  the 
question  of  immigration.     The  Premier  tells  us 
that  he   does  not  believe  in  State  immigra- 
tion; and  the  Treasurer  tells  us  that  he  does 
believe  in  State  immigration — and  we  know 
what  sort  of  immigrants  he  brought  out.    I  ask 
IbQDourable  members  to  read  the  Parliajnentary 
Appendices  for,  I  think,  the  year  1873,  when  the 
Treasurer  telefifraphcd  to  the  Agent-General, 
the  late  Dr.  Featherston,  "  I  am  Minister  of 
Immigration.     Send  out  twenty  thousand  im- 
migrants   in    six  months."    Dr.    Featherston 
carried  out  that  instruction  so  far  as  he  was 
able :  and  what  was  the  natural  result  ?    Our 
ihores  at  that  time  were  crowded  with  people 
wbo  have  never  yet  taken  their  proper  position 
In  the  country,  whatever   the  Treasurer  may 
-lay.    Then,  with  regard  to  immigration,  in  the 
document  before  us  there  is  only  a  short  sen- 
tence, which,  obviously,  has  been  simply  com- 
gnunicated   to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
from  a  department  over  which  he  docs  not  pre- 
iidc.    I  think  the  whole  question  is  now  in  a 
Tcij-  unsatisfactory  position.     I  have  always 
been  sorry  to  hear  the  declamations  that  are 
made  as  against  immigration  of  any  kind.     I 
bcld,  myself,  that  at  the  present  time  we  can- 
not go  on  with  heavy  borrowing  without  taking 
■ome  steps  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the 
conntry,  and    to    increase  the  settlement  of 
population  upon  the  lands  of  the  country.    Wo 
do  not  learn  from  this  Statement  that   any- 
thing has  been   done  in  that  direction  that 
is  of  any  considerable  value.    I  am  glad  to 
•ee  that  the  introduction  of  smglo  women  has 
aot  been  stopped,  that  the  system  is  working 
hiilj  well,  although  there   is   an    increased 
late  asked    per  head,  and  there  are  a  con- 
siderable number  of  nominations  going  Home 
month  after  month  for  single  women.    I  do  not 
•oppose   that    the    advocates  of  the  working- 
elasses,  who  have  laid  down  very  clearly  just 
DOW  their  position  in  relation   to  the  unem- 
ployed, can  possibly  object  to  that.     We  have 
a  country  large  portions  of  which  are  being 
wotk^  by  gangs  of  single  men,  and  there  is 
'ery  little  provision  made  by  employers  of  la- 
bour for  the  creation  of  social  life  in  the  colony ; 
»nd  there  is  no  doubt  that,  if  it  were  not  for 
these  village  settlements,  in  some  portions  of 
the  country  there  would  be  no  provision  made 
at  all  to  insure  social  life,  and  the  decent 
and  orderly  well-being  of  the  community  at 
»rge.    Therefore,   so  far,  I  am  glad  to  see 
what  has  been  done  by  the  Minister  of  Im- 
ttigtation.    But  I  want    to    say    a   word    of 
'Warning  with  regard    to    what  is  also  being 
done  in  imother  way,  and  that  is  this :  The 


Agent-General  has  been  communicated  with, 
and  he  has  been  told  to  offer  passages  to 
small  farmers.  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  men 
of  small  capital,  say,  £500  or  £(;0C>,  are  in- 
duced to  come  out  here  by  the  promise  of  the 
payment  of  some  amount  to  be  given  at  the 
rate  of  £10  per  head  for  each  member  of  a 
family.  I  wish  to  give  a  word  of  warning  with 
regard  to  that.  I  do  not  think  there  is  an 
opening  for  putting  men  of  capital,  such  as  I 
have  named,  upon  the  country  without  very  con- 
siderable loss;  and  I  think  we  shall  have,  as 
we  have  had  in  the^Katikati  and  other  settle- 
ments, people  coming  out  and  becoming  very 
disappointed  colonists.  A  man  comes  out 
here  with  a  family  who  "has  heard  the  story 
of  men  like  Mr.  Clayden  and  Iklr.  Courtney, 
and  other  gentlemen  whoso  names  are  before 
us  in  the  correspondence.  He  comes  out  with 
very  high  notions  and  with  his  heart  full  of 
hope  as  to  his  prospects  as  a  settler;  and  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  disappointment 
which  comes  upon  these  men  in  the  first 
few  dajs  they  are  here  is  never  overcome 
until  they  have  lost  the  larger  portion  of 
their  capital.  With  the  best  intentions,  and 
even  with  the  best  administration,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  running  the  risk  of  making 
itself  responsible  for  a  largo  amount  of  misery. 
The  only  course,  I  think,  which  miglit  have 
been  taken  was  this  :  I  tliink  that,  when  we 
consented  to  give  some  £18,000  a  year,  as 
we  have,  to  subsidize  a  company  like  the  New 
Zealand  Shipping  Company,  we  ought  to  have 
made  it  a  condition  that  the  second-class  fares 
of  certain  ships  would  be  at  a  lower  rate,  and 
practically  made  the  passage  to  New  Zealand 
the  same  as  the  passage  to  JManitoba  and  the 
colonics  of  America.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  much  more  to  say  on  this  Statement  as  it 
stands ;  the  rest  is  purcl}'  departmental  with 
regard  .  to  public  buildings  and  harbour  de- 
fences, with  the  exception  of  that  wonderful 
statement  with  regard  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund  I  That  was  the  first  attempt  we  had  to 
explain  away  the  extraordinary  statement  to 
which  1  alluded  in  my  opening  remarks  on  the 
Financial  Statement,  with  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  £800,000  capable  of  being  apportioned 
for  fresh  works.  As  a  monument  of  ingenuity 
I  think  that  paragraph  on  pages  17  and  18 
is  beautiful ;  and  1  have  seen  very  little  that 
is  equal  to  it.  We  have  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  a  statement  that  the  Public  Works 
Minister's  Statement  was  all  his  own  ;  but  that 
could  not  apply  to  this  paragraph.  There  is 
not  the  same  frankness  about  this  part.  Thero 
is  an  evidence  of  ingenuity  which  bespeaks 
another  mind ;  and  I  venture  to  think,  if  you 
look  at  its  composition,  you  will  detect  a 
Hibernian  ring  in  it  which  does  not  recognizo 
the  difference  between  *•  shall "  and  ♦'  will." 
It  comes  to  this :  •'  We  will  make  a  mess  of  it, 
and  nobody  shall  help  us."  I  hope  1  am  not 
offending  the  susceptibilities  of  any  honour- 
able members  from  the  sister  Isle;* if  I  have 
done  so  I  apologize.  Thero  is  no  general 
underlying  principle  giving  the  public  works 
policy  of  the  colony  expressed  in  this  SU  " 
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mcnt,  no  attempt  at  an  exposition  of  policy. 
The  Statement,  as  I  said  before  the  honourable 
member  came  in,  is  nothing  more  than  a  de- 
partmental document,  which  I  think  he  might 
spare  us  in  future.  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
Statement,  which  has  cost  him,  no  doubt,  a 
jjreat  deal  of  trouble  and  anxiety ;  but  I  think 
iu  future  we  liad  better  forego  this  Statement, 
at  any  rate,  if  it  is  not  to  be  a  better  exponent 
of  the  public  ^vorks  policy  of  the  country  than 
this  document  is.  I  think  wo  were  entitled, 
with  regard  to  future  railway  construction,  to 
be  told  what  really  was  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment. And  wo  were  the  more  entitled 
because  we  have  such  a  number  of  statements 
of  what  has  been  and  what  would  be  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  When  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  first  addressed  his  would-be  con- 
stituents at  A^liburton  he  told  them  that  any 
Government  tliat  supported  the  construction  of 
railways  by  land  grants  ouglit  to  be  liancjed — 
that  is,  that  any  Government  deserved  con- 
demnation that  determined  to  forego  the  arl- 
vantages  that  nriso  from  the  opening-up  of  the 
country  and  the  increased  value  given  to  it, 
and  also  tlie  a  Ivantagcs  of  being  able  to  settle 
people  on  the  land  in  connection  with  its  public 
works  policy.  In  1884  wo  had  a  Statement 
that  the  railways  were  to  be  divided  into  three 
classes — nam.ly,  the  "  forest,"  which  I  think 
we  arc  not  likely  to  hear  more  of ;  the  "  dis- 
trict," of  which  half  the  cost  was  to  bo  guaran- 
teed by  the  districts  through  which  the  lines 
ran ;  and  the  "  main  trunk  "  linos.  I  think 
tiint  when  we  are  dealing  with  these  railways  as 
tliey  ave  supposed  to  bo  dealt  with  in  this 
S( atom. 'lit  wc  ouglit  to  have  been  told  to  which 
class  lliry  belonged.  When  I  come  to  deal, 
as  1  shv.U  at  a  later  hour  of  the  morning,  with 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Bill,  I  shall  say  what  I 
think  of  tlie  railways  that  are  there,  and  how 
I  think  they  are  to  bo  characterized  if  not 
cla^^ified.  But  what  I  am  asking  the  House 
to  consider  is  this :  that  wo  have  no  indication, 
in  a  State  document  dealing  with  the  railway 
policy  of  the  country,  as  to  what  that  policy 
is.  \Vo  had  the  IMeiggs  contract,  which  we 
were  told  in  this  House  was  to  form  the  basis 
of  future  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  railways  throughout  the  colony. 
We  had  a  statement  from  the  Premier  that  lie 
would  have  no  more  railways  constructed  in 
the  way  proposed  in  the  Kailways  Construc- 
tion and  Land  Act.  I  would  like  to  ask,  again, 
about  another  of  these  railways.  Why  are 
wo  not  told  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  East  and  West 
Coast  line  ?  I  suppose  this  is  a  ([uestiou 
about  which  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  reti- 
cence. I  say,  if  a  question  of  this  moment 
requires  to  bo  dealt  with  with  reticence,  we 
had  better  not  deal  with  it  at  all.  I  do  think 
that,  as  we  have  gone  so  far,  we  ouglit  to  have 
had  some  explanation  with  regard  to  the  matter. 
I  should  have  liked  to  hear  from  the  Govern- 
ment— as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  developed 
such  principles  with  regard  to  the  einy)loyment 
of  labour — what  guarantee  they  are  asking 
from  the  contractors  in  this  case  that  the 
Mr.  RolUston 


labour-market  of  the  colony  would  not  b»| 
interfered  with.  I  should  like  to  haveheazd; 
from  the  Government  whether  they  have  taicot  I 
any  guarantee  with  regard  to  the  constnicticR  | 
of  engines  and  other  machinery  in  conneetkft 
with  this  railway,  in  order  that  the  work  laigkli  \ 
be  done  in  the  colony.  There  is  no  indic&tios 
what  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  witk 
regard  to  the  prosecution  of  this  work  so  as  to 
secure  to  the  labourers  of  the  country  a  fair 
share  in  it.  And  there  is  no  indication  vihaJb- 
ever  on  tlie  part  of  the  Government  that  it  will 
not  be  ])os>iible  for  the  contractors  for  this  large 
work  to  employ  Chinese  or  any  persons  they 
choose.  I  think  the  policy  of  public  worli 
should  be  based  on  the  principle  that  the  people 
of  the  colony  themselves  are  to  execute  them ; 
that  thev  ar'>  to  grow  under  their  hands— thaft 
coloniz.ition  is  to  proceed  simultaneously :  that 
social  life  is  to  proceed,  and  all  the  elemcDfcs 
of  civili;:\tit>n  are  to  proceed,  along  with  these 
grrat  works.  A^  it  is,  it  seems  to  me  that  thd 
Government  havo  very  little  at  heart  the  inter- 
ests of  tlic  colonists  of  New  Zealand,  who,  in 
a  mailer  of  this  kind,  certainl3'  deserve  to  be 
consi  Ujfil.  T  ("lo  not  say  the  Government  are 
geneniliy  called  upon  to  interfere  with  the 
labour  Minstion,  but  I  say  that,  in  subsidizing* 
work  f>f  tliis  kiiiil  which  is  to  cost  three millicns* 
v.e  ar"  talking  a  course  seriously  interfering 
\\ith  tlie  w  :r':in;:;-classes  of  the  country  unl^s 
we  take  i)r.»prr  precautions  to  save  tbcai  from 
being  injuriJ  in  the  construction  of  this  work. 
As  to  the  Loan  Bill:  first,  let mesay th.%t,sofar 
as  the  nivhiu-ry  of  the  Bill  goes,  I  understanJ 
tliat  the  sjc'cihc  loans  are  to  be  appropriated  to 
specille  \\Grks,  so  that  the  money's  as  appcHr- 
tioned  in  this  schedule  cannot  be  diverted  from 
the  pin-})  -se  a'.'aiiist  which  they  ore  set.  I 
would  asli  the  Premier  whether  he  is  in  earnest 
with  re^jard  to  this  schedule  ;  because,  if  b.';  i?. 
it  is  likely  tn  had  to  very  great  difneviltiirs  if, 
as  he  has  told  us  to-night,  it  is  very  possible  that 
some  of  the^e  lines  will  not  be  proceeded  ^iih 
at  all.  It  is  qaito  clear,  if  these  lines  are  not 
proceeded  with,  there  will  be  a  breach  of  ftvitii 
with  the  public  creilitor  in  diverting  the  appr&- 
priation  in  tlu'  schedule.  I  now  come  to  the 
question  (f  the  scliedule.  And  I  wish  to  say 
honour. J)le  nieiubcrs  are  deceiving  themsekes 
very  much  if  they  think  the  adoption  of  this 
Bill  is  a  question  of  adopting  a  policy  of  bor* 
rowing  a  million  and  a  half.  It  is  no  such 
thing.  It  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  what 
the  Prenii<r  has  so  well  put  to-night  as  his  view 
of  the  policy  of  the  country,  "that  borrowmg 
is  to  be  tap<  red  off ;  that  in  two  or  tliree  yeais 
our  borrowing  will  cease,  and  that,  if  the  colony 
is  to  be  saved  from  ruin,  we  must  cease  borroff- 
ing."  These  are  memorable  words,  and  I  a® 
glad  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  reproduc- 
ing thein  exactly  as  the  Premier  stated  them, 
because  the  colony  will  look  to  him  to  save  it 
from  this  ruin  ;  and  if  he  only  asserts  hiuiisel^ 
properly  we  shall  have  in  him  a  champion  of 
what  1  believe  to  be  the  true  policy  for  fehe 
country  in  the  future.  These  railwaj-s,  if  pp" 
ceeded  with  as  is  proposed,  will  certainly  io* 
volve  an  expenditure  of  not  less  than  another 
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DoiUion  and  a  quarter,  which  must  bo  raised 
mthin  the  next  eighteen  months,  and  a  much 
larger  expenditure  to  complete  them  in  the 
fatnre ;  and  therefore  it  is  by  no  means  a  fair 
course  to  bring  down  this  Bill  and  tell  the  coun- 
try that  we  are  limiting  the  borrowing  to  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half.    With  regard  to  these  works, 
lome  of  them  are  mere  padding,  such  as  the 
iDAQgahua  and  Westport.     There  is  no  possible 
excuse  for  them.     There  is  no  possible  excuse 
for  the  Blenheim-Tophouse  line  ;  and,  with  my 
knowledge  of  the  country,  I  say,  with  regard  to 
this  schedule  generally,  there  are  not  above  two 
or  three  railways  set  down  here  which  ought  to 
be  gone  on  with  at  all  in  the  existing  financial 
position  of   the  colony.     There  has  boon  an 
amendment  proposed,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it, 
though  it  may  not  go  as  far  as  I  wish ;  and 
I  will  vote   for  any  amendment  to  help  the 
Premier  in  what  I  understand  to  be  his  desire 
to  curtail  and  taper  of!  the  borrowing  of  the 
coantrv-.     But  if  the  honourable  member  sup- 
poses that,  after  the  debate  that  has  passed  this 
night,  honourable  members  are  going  to  allow 
thi:5  scbedulo  to  pass  as  it  is,  he  is  very  much 
mistakon.     The  country  will  be  awakened  by 
the  action  of  the  Government  to-night — by  the 
attempt  to  stifle  this  debate ;  and  honourable 
members  vrill  now  feel  that  they  have  a  duty 
to  perform,  and  they  will  feel  it  in  a  manner  in 
which  they  never  would  have  felt  it  but  for  the 
arbitrary  and,  I  think,  improper  action  of  the 
Government  in  forcing  us  to  talk  at  half -past 
thr*e  in  the  morning  to  express  the  views  we 
hold  on  a  great  question  of  policy  like  this.     I 
wish,  first  of  all,  to  spcR,k  as  to  what  fell  from 
tiic  Premier  with  regard  to  the  line  from  Blen- 
heim to  Awatere.     I  do  not  propose  now  to  go 
thiDiigh  the  lii^t  of  railways  in   the  schedule 
to  II. 1.4  Bill,  though  I  shall  bo  quite  prepared, 
m  Committee,  or  on  another  occasion  in  the 
Houbc,  lo  express  my  opinionri  as  to  the  merits 
erf  each  individual  line.     I  think,  as  I  have  said, 
that  perhaps  two  of  the  lines  in  the  schedule 
ought  to  bo  gone  on  witli,  but  that  in  our  pre- 
sent financial  condition  tbe  rest  may  very  well 
be  postponed.     The  Premier  said  tho  object  of 
Ihc  amendment  was  to  force  on  the  East  Coast 
hne  from  Blenheim  southward.    Now,  is  not 
that  a  most  extraordinary  statement  to  make, 
when  there  is  a  proposal  by  the  Government  to 
carr>'  that  line  to  Awatere  ?    The  Premier  says 
the  Opposition  desire  to  force  on  this  railway 
bejond  Awatere.     Why,  is  not  this  Government 
bringing  down  a  proposal  to  make  the  line  to 
Awatere  ?    I  will  say  what  the  Government,  in 
my  opinion,  ought  to  do  in  this  matter.    The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  should  say  that  the 
line  to  Awatere  will  not  be   carried    further 
unless  portions  of    the  private  estates  there 
«re  acquired    for  settlement.     I    know    that 
comitiy,  and    I    say  that    there    is  no  finer 
b»ct  of    cotmtry,   perhaps,   in   the   world  — 
certainly   not    in   New    Zealand  —  than   this 
nmning  from     the     Awatere    through    Star- 
borough  and  Clifford  and  Weld's  run.    If  the 
honour?.ble   gentlemen   opposite    really  mean 
whas  they  say,  if   they  arc  interested  in  tho 
settlement  of   the   country,   if   they  wish  to 
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settle  a  healthy  and  happy  population,  and  to 
lessen  the  burdens  of  the  country,  then,  in 
Heaven's  name,  go  on  with  that  railway  and 
determine  to  take  land  for  settlement.  A  good 
deal  has  been  said  as  to  the  East  Coast  lino ; 
but  I  can  state  this :  that  the  Government 
of  which  I  was  a  member  proposed  to  go  on 
with  that  line  only  on  condition  that  tho  land 
was  taken  for  settlement  and  settled;  and» 
subject  to  that,  I  think  no  better  work  can  be 
gone  on  with  in  that  Island.  It  is  a  country 
excellently  adapted  for  small  settlement,  and> 
if  the  railway  is  made,  alternate  blocks  should 
be  taken  for  that  purpose.  Ten  acres  there 
are  worth  thousands  of  acres  of  some  of  the 
land  through  which  tho  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  will  pass.  I  do  ]iot  wish  this  House 
to  discuss  the  desirability  of  that  lino  being 
gone  on  with;  and  it  cannot  go  into  tho  ques- 
tion fully  now.  I  do  not  blame  any  one  for 
what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  that  line. 
Influences  were  brought  to  bear  whicli  pre- 
vented the  line  being  gone  on  with  and  land 
acquired  for  settlement ;  and  the  going-out  of 
office  of  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
member  also  tended  to  bring  about  the  cessa- 
tion of  a  work  which  might  have  been  gone 
on  with  by  degrees,  coupled  with  progressive 
settlement.  I  have  already  spoken  as  to  what 
I  feel  is  a  wrong  that  is  being  dono  in  charjging 
against  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  inci- 
dental expenses :  those  expenses  may  mean  any- 
thing or  nothing,  as  the  Government  may  wish. 
The  Premier,  somewhat  hastily — he  will  correct 
me  if  I  do  him  injustice — when  called  on  to  ex- 
plain about  the  incidental  expenses,  did  not 
tell  us  what  they  were,  but  he  told  us  there 
was  some  £30,000  which  had  been  expended  in 
constructing  the  line  of  railway,  and  ho  said 
that  the  incidental  expenses  did  not  amount  to 
that  sum.  The  impression  left  on  my  mind 
was,  therefore,  that  very  nearly  £30,000  had 
been  expended  in  works  of  very  great  import- 
ance, no  doubt,  to  the  constituency  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  —  (Oh  !)  —  These  beautiful 
pictures  wo  have  seen  purport  to  represent 
canoes,  timber,  snagging,  and  so  forth  ;  and 
they  show  that  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
work  has  been  dono.  And  we  are  told  Govern- 
ment was  to  have  two  steamers  to  go  to  Pipiriki 
up  the  Wanganui  River,  where  2ft.  of  water 
has  been  obtained. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Where  is  that  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honourable  gentle 
man  surely  has  not  read  the  public  works  de- 
partmental report,  wherein  it  is  proposed  that 
two  steamers  shall  go  to  Pipiriki,  and  that  from 
thence  traffic  shall  bo  carried  on  by  r^ad  to  the 
railway-line.  And  the  House  is  fairly  entitled 
to  assume  that  nearly  £30,000  has  been  spent 
already  in  incidental  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  I  will 
not  go  through  the  railways  in  the  schedule  to 
this  Bill  in  detail,  but  I  must  say  that  I  feel  very 
miich  disappointed  at  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  letting  a  contract  for  the  Livingstone 
Branch.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works,  it  ia 
true,  said  openly  in  the  House  that  the  tender 
I  would  be  accepted ;  but  I  think  it  is  too  mr^" 
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to  expect  the  House  to  form  an  opinion  when 
«kn  announceDient  of  that  kind  is  suddenly 
made ;  and  I  do  think  it  is  wrong,  when  the 
House  is  in  session,  to  pick  out  a  railway  which 
certainly  is  not  the  least  questionable  railway 
on  this  schedule,  and  to  let  a  largo  contract  on 
it  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  and  before 
members  have  had  an  opportunity  of  studying 
and  deciding  on  the  schedule  of  railways  sub- 
mitted. This  schedule,  if  the  House  does  its 
duty,  is  going  to  be  ransacked  from  top  to  bot- 
tom ;  and  yet  we  are  precluded,  by  the  action 
of  the  Government,  from  taking  any  action 
with  regard  to  the  Livinrrstono  Branch.  No 
harm  would  have  born  done  by  waiting  until 
the  House  had  come  to  a  decision.  There 
was  no  probability  whatever  of  tlie  contractor 
drawing  out  of  his  offer,  or  that  any  detri- 
ment would  have  been  produced  by  a  short 
delay.  There  was  no  probability  of  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  his  throwing  up  the 
contract,  and  therefore  I  think  a  wrong  was 
done  to  the  House  by  rushing  fonvard  this  par- 
ticular railway  at  the  present  time.  1  have 
done  with  the  Public  Works  Statement  and  the 
Loan  Bill.  I  think  the  House,  if  it  has  listened 
at  all  to  what  I  have  said,  will  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  whole  thing  is  in  a 
terrible  mess.  I  think  the  matter  is  compli- 
cated very  much  by  the  divisions  of  opinion 
which  exist  between  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  whole  question  is  still  more 
overshadowed  by  the  financial  diflicultics  the 
colony  is  in  at  the  present  time,  and  about 
which  we  are  to  observe  reticence.  1  think  it 
cannot  be  uninstructive  to  consider  why  it  is 
that  v.'c  are  in  this  position  just  now,  and  I 
am  goiu;,'  to  try  and  convince  the  House  of 
what  1  tiiink  are  the  two  main  causes  of  our 
embarrassment  at  the  present  time.  One  is,  I 
think,  the  fatal  facility  of  borrowing — the  bor- 
rowing policy  for  wbich  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  responsible — and  the  other  great  cause,  for 
which  the  Premier  is  mainly  responsible,  and 
which  is  affecting  the  deliberations  of  this  House 
and  making  its  action  so  uncertain,  is  the  entire 
absence  of  party  in  the  sense  in  which  party 
■hoLild  properly  exist.  Well,  tlio  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua — I  am  sorry  he  is  not 
here  now— made  a  speech  which  suggested  to 
me  what  has  been  in  my  mind  ever  since.  He 
Bald,  as  1  understood  him,  that  the  Government 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  better  than  the 
House,  and  that  the  House  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  be  better  than  the  people  ;  that  the 
people,  at  the  present  time — as  I  understood 
bis  argument — were  ready  for  any  amount  of 
borrowing,  and  that  the  Government  and  the 
House  must  take  what  ho  believed  to  be  the 
dictates  of  the  people.  That  is  not  my  view 
of  the  position,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  it.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  that  the  course  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  taken  who  hold  that 
opinion  is  a  course  which  is  very  largely  re- 
■ponsible  for  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are 
placed.  As  I  have  said,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  the  embodiment  of  our  borrowing  system  ; 
And  t1u>  prfsent  want  of  party  -  organization 
Mr.  Rolkston 


in  .this  House  is  due  to  the  Premiftr.  The 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  seems  pas- 
sively to  have  abandoned  himself  to  the  belief 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  party  in  lh« 
community,  and  that  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  so  long  as  borrowing  goes  on.  Tb&t 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  conclusion  to  be  dratm 
from  his  remarks.  He  seems  to  me  to  say,  in 
the  words  of  the  poet, — 
Sooner  or  later  I,  too,  may  p&ssively  take  the  prim 

Of  the  golden  age.    Why  not  ?   I  have  neither hcqie 
nor  trust. 
May  make  my  heart  as  a  mlllBtone.  set  my  face  as  a 
■flint, 

Cheat  and  bo  cheated  and  die.    Who  knows?    We 
arc  abhes  and  dust. 

I  think,  if  members  of  the  House  approach  the 
consideration  of  questions  of  policy  like  this, 
with  such  feelings  as  that,  it  is  no  wonder 
if  the  forms  of  our  Constitution  are  of  no 
avail  to  save  us  from  trouble  and  disaster 
such  as  the  Premier  believes  to  be  gaining  on 
the  country  through  our  borrowing  policy.  The 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  spoke  in  a 
very  hopeful  strain.  He  recognizes  what  I 
recognize — the  absence  of  that  proper  working 
of  party  which  should  characterize  parhamen- 
tary  government  in  this  House;  but  he  be- 
lieves that  principles  are  arising  upon  the  lines 
of  which  a  number  of  men  will  separate  them- 
selves, and  ought  to  separate  themselves. 
Now,  to  my  view,  there  are  two  bases  of  parties 
which  must  exist  in  every  popular  Asst'mbly  in 
one  form  or  another.  The  one  principle  is  that 
which,  I  think,  the  Treasurer  represents.  It  is 
the  representation  of  class  interest — of  cUjis 
and  property  as  against  the  interests  of  the 
people  ;  and  the  other  is  the  representation  of 
persons,  and  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number,  which,  I  believe,  the  colony  at  lai^e 
looks  on  as  the  party  of  which  the  Premier 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  leaders.  We  have  at 
the  present  time  what  is  called  "a  coahtiou 
Ministry."  We  were  told  by  the  Treasurer,  in 
one  of  his  speeches, — 

"  The  present  Government  was  a  coahtion 
Government,  representing  the  utilitarian  and 
theoretical  elements  of  Parliament.  In  the 
case  of  a  person  who  was  very  ill  it  was  usual 
to  send  for  two  physicians,  one  to  attend  to  the 
moral  and  the  other  to  the  physical  portion  of 
his  being." 

1  wisli  the  Premier  was  not  asleep,  for  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  which  -physician  he 
considers  himself.  He  seems  to  me,  if  I  do 
not  mistake  him,  rather  to  fall  in  in  practice 
with  the  tlieoiy  that  there  should  be  no  partv 
government ;  but  I  should  like  to  call  to  his 
attention  what  ho  stated  in  the  address  he 
delivered  to  the  citizens  of  Dunedin,  in  the 
Drill-shod,  in  1B84.     He  said,— 

*'You  arc  all  aware  that  wo  have  what  ij^ 
termed  representative  government.  We  have 
a  Parliament  that  is  called  upon  to  administer 
our  affairs,  and  whenever  there  is  a  Parliament 
elected  for  such  a  purpose  party  government  is 
essential.  If  you  do  not  have  party  government 
you  descend  into  mere  cliques,  and  nothing  bit 
log-rolling  and  jobs.  But  if  you  have  strict 
paity  lines,  if  you  have  one  i^orty  with  some 
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defined  principles,  then  you  can  hope  to  have 
really  good  government,  each  fighting  for  what 
&ey  believe  to  bo  best.  .  .  .  Now,  it  is  all 
nonsense  to  say  that  there  are  not  two  politi- 
cal parties.  I  say  that  one  cause  of  the  bad 
government  of  Kew  Zealand,  one  cause  of  our 
depression,  one  cause  of  our  jobs,  one  cause 
of  our  log-rolling,  is  this :  that  men  have  gone 
into  the  House  and  floated  about  without  any 
defined  party  principles,  and  unable  to  unite 
^th  parties;  and  any  person  who  flattered 
them  for  the  moment  got  their  votes." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  Premier  in  1884, 
nhcn  he  came  into  tbis  House  for  the  third 
time.  I  wish  he  still  held  to  that  principle  and 
acted  upon  it,  because  I  think  that  the  coali- 
tion at  the  head  of  which  he  has  placed  himself 
will  be  a  blot  upon  his  whole  political  career. 
Ho  has  been  taken  by  the  people  to  represent 
that  class  of  views  which,  I  think,  is  the  basis 
of  one  party  in  all  popular  Assemblies,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  the  representative  of  another. 
NVe  have  in  the  Treasurer  no  unfitting  re- 
presentative of  the  modern  golden  age.  The 
propertied  classes,  syndicates,  monopolists, 
companies,  every  speculative  abomination,  are 
hi:5  care.  He  revels  at  the  tables  of  the  money- 
changers. For  him  the  mountains  bring  reefs 
and  ihe  little  hills  nuggets.  A  noble  river  like 
the  ilolyneux  suggests  syndicates  and  com- 
panies who  may  turn  its  course  and  enable  its 
RolUen  treasures  to  be  rifled.  He  dreams  of 
Pactolus.  He  tells  the  Canterbury  Railway 
Lea^nae,  in  an  effusive  letter, — 

**  The  fabled  Pactolus,  which  carried  through 
Lydia  its  golden  sands,  has,  I  am  told,  its 
realities  in  numerous  rivers  running  to  the  sea 
<jn  the  West  Coast,  the  beds  of  which  have 
yet  to  be  exposed  to  the  labours  of  the  gold- 
miners.*' 

He  would  fain  emulate  the  performances  of 
the  Phrygian  monarch  whoso  name  is  asso- 
ciated with  that  golden  torrent.  Everything  he 
touches  he  would  turn  to  gold,  or,  failing  that, 
to  debentures,  over  the  inscription  and  sale 
<>i  %hich  largo  commissions  may  be  real- 
ized. The  ancient  king,  so  the  fable  runs, 
tailed  to  realize  the  eternal  fitness  of 
things.  He  could  not  discriminate  between 
the  earth-born  strains  of  Pan  and  the 
melodies  of  the  heavenly  lyre  of  Apollo. 
Hence  the  wrath  of  the  immortals,  who  cared 
as  little  for  gold  then  as  they  would  now  for 
debentures.  Hence,  for  all  time,  to  men  of  his 
•ovkTi  and  succeeding  ages,  the  whispering  reeds 
tell  of  his  crime  and  its  punishment — 
Auriculas  asini  Mida  rex  habet. 
King  Midas  has  ass's  cars  !  The  fable  even  now 
is  repfating  itself  in  respect  of  the  honourable 
uumber  and  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand. 
The  people  who  have  been  revelling  under  his 
guidance  in  dreams  of  golden  torrents  are  fast 
awakening  to  the  earthly  realities  of  heavy  debt 
and  burdensome  taxation ;  and  again  the  words 
we  whispered  in  the  wind,  "  King  Midas  has 
Ms's  ears  I  "  Our  Lombard  Streets,  our  usurers, 
our  companies,  our  district  railways,  oar  in- 
autance  arrangements,  have  their  advocates— 
i»t perhaps  unduly  in  this  House:  they  have 


a  right  to  be  represented  in  a  House  where 
all  interests  should  find  a  voice.  They,  and 
the  classes  who  would  rob  the  people  of  free 
national  education,  the  classes  who  look  upon 
the  lands  of  the  country  as  their  peculiar 
birthright,  who  build  district  railways  for 
their  owti  benefit  at  the  people's  expense, 
the  tinsel  aristocracy  built  up  on  borrowed 
money  and  mortgages,  are  sufllciently  repre- 
sented to  form  a  large  and  powerful  party  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  colony.  They  have  a 
fitting  leader  in  the  Treasurer.  Let  him  lead 
them.  To  the  Premier  a  large  number  of  the 
people  of  tho  colony  have  been  accustomed, 
until  he  formed  his  unholy  alliance,  to  look 
as  a  man  who  would  subserve  no  class  inter- 
ests, who  would  let  nothing  interfere  with  tho 
liberty  and  opportunity  which  is  afforded  by  a 
democracy  to  all  its  citizens  to  come  to  the 
front,  who  would  be  a  determined  foe  to  any 
tyranny  of  wealth  or  class,  who  would  sweep 
away  unjust  privilege  wherever  it  attempted 
to  assert  itself.  Wo  remember  him  when  he 
first  raised  his  voice  in  this  House  in  the 
interests  of  liberty;  when  the  public  works 
policy  of  his  present  colleagues  first  triumphed 
over  the  free  institutions  of  the  colony ;  when 
tho  provinces  were  destroyed  and  this  Assembly 
became  the  scrambling-ground  for  borrowed 
money.  We  yet  believe  that  his  natural  force 
of  character  and  his  good  instincts  will  disso- 
ciate him  from  the  pseudo-patriots  with  whom 
he  sits,  and  bring  him  back  to  the  fold  of  the 
true  Liberals  who  now  sit  on  this  side  of  the 
House.     But,  for  the  present, — 

Faith  unfaithful  koops  him  fala^y  true. 
He  has  spoilt,  it  may  be  for  years  to  come — I 
say  it  in  all  seriousness  —  any  prospect  of  a 
proper  ranging  on  the  one  side  of  the  friends  of 
liberty,  and  on  the  other  of  those  who  associate 
power  and  pelf  in  a  manner  inimical  to  the 
best  interests  of  tho  people.  He  cannot  sud- 
denly break  his  chains.  To  retrace  his  steps  at 
once  is  a  work  of  superhuman  difficulty. 

Tho  way  to  the  Devil  is  easy  and  plain. 
But  the  devil  it  is  to  get  back  again. 
He  sits  by  the  side  of  a  man  who  has  de- 
nounced liberal  land-la wi  as  arrant  humbug, 
who  has  decried  our  present  education  system, 
who  has  paraded  himself  as  the  apostle  of 
Conservatism  I  What  good  can  come  out  of 
such  an  alliance  ?  The  ^linistry  lack  the 
"grace  of  congruity."  I  pray  him  to  go 
into  retirement  to  purge  himself,  and  leave 
us  in  the  meantime  to  fight  with  tho  Powers 
of  Darkness  wliich  ho  has  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  into  play.  Let  us  see  how  this 
coalition  works  out  not  only  here,  but  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  believe  I 
must  not  allude  to  that  body,  and  therefore 
I  will  only  speak  of  individual  members  of  tho 
Government.  It  is  said  of  certain  members  of 
the  Ministry  sitting  on  the  same  bench  else- 
where that  when  one  says  "  Aye  "  the  other 
says  "  No,"  and  when  one  says  "  No  "  the 
other  says  "  Aye."  J  ask,  is  that  a  proper  spec- 
tacle in  Ministers  who  arc  leading  the  policy 
of  the  country,  and  are  supposed  to  be  reiilly 
interested  in  its  welfare  ?      Let  mo  tak^^^ 
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instance  of  what  has  passed  in  this  House,  of 
which  I  am  satisfied  that  members  were  really 
ashamed  when  it  took  place.  Take  the  question 
of  the  Advances  on  Lands  Bill,  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers. 
What  took  place  here  with  respect  to  that 
Bill  ?  In  the  Financial  Statement  we  had  had 
a  lengthy  paragraph  explaining  the  deliberate 
views  of  the  Government — a  formal  document, 
which,  by  the  way,  had  to  go  to  London,  and 
therefore  wa.«?  more  carefully  prepared  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.  The  views  there  expressed 
were  distinctly  adverse  to  any  such  system  as 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  and  the  Hon.  the  Treasurer  gave  the 
country  and  the  House  to  understand  that  the 
Government  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ; 
But  when  the  Bill  came  on  in  this  House,  what 
was  done?  The  Premier  got  up  and,  in  a 
speech  of  very  great  power  and  clearness,  ex- 
pounded his  views  of  the  case.  Members  of  this 
House  had  a  right,  I  think,  to  expect  that,  in  a 
question  of  public  policy  of  that  magnitude, 
the  Government  would  lead  the  House  and 
be  of  one  mind.  But  what  happened?  The 
Premier  wont  into  one  lobby  by  himself; 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  himself  had  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  as  distinctly  adverse  to 
the  proposals,  paired  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  all  the  other  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment went  into  the  opposite  lobby.  Never 
since  I  have  been  in  Parliament  have  I  seen 
anything  that  reflected  so  much  discredit  on 
our  institutions  as  what  took  place  that  even- 
ing. I  felt  sorry  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  accepted  a  vote  affirming 
the  principle  of  that  Bill  from  members  who, 
all  round  the  House,  stated  they  simply  voted 
out  of  compliment  and  respect  to  him.  Is 
this  the  position  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand  —  that  its  members  are  on  such 
grounds  as  these  to  lend  their  names  to  a 
principle  of  that  kind,  raising  hopes  in  the 
minds  of  the  farmers  of  the  country,  leading 
them  to  the  belief  that  they  are  going  to  be 
given  relief  which  every  one  in  this  House 
knows  will  not  be  afforded  ?  Was  that  a  pro- 
per position  for  this  House  to  be  led  into  by 
the  members  of  the  Government,  and  was  it  a 
propor  position  for  the  promoter  of  that  Bill 
to  take  up,  that  the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to 
ho  carried  by  the  votes  of  ^linistcrs  who  were 
bound,  from  their  constitutional  position  in 
relation  to  the  Premier,  to  vote  against  the 
Bill  ?  I  knov/  of  no  more  mischievous  action 
than  that  which  occurred  on  that  occasion.  It 
was  a  cruel  mockery  of  the  farming  interest.  I 
am  not  speaking  upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill ;  I 
cannot  do  so,  because  that  would  involve  a  long 
discussion ;  but  I  refer  to  the  matter  simply 
to  show  what  bad  examples  are  set  to  ua  by 
this  Coalition  Government — this  coalition  of 
the  theoretical  and  utilitarian  elements,  as  they 
were  called  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  am 
Borry  to  have  spoken  at  this  length,  and  to  have 
detained  the  House  so  long,  but  I  do  believe 
that  the  House  has  a  gjreat  duty  to  perform  in 
respect  of  the  proposition  now  before  it,  and  I 
■do  trust  that  it  will  not  shrink  from  discharg- 
Mr,  RoUeston 


ing  that  duty.  For  my  own  part»  I  shall  ^t» 
my  vote  on  every  occasion  in  the  directioD 
indicated  in  the  last  eloquent  words  of  ths 
Premier — ^in  the  direction  of  curtailing  bonoir- 
ing,  and  leading  the  people  of  New  Zealand  as 
far  as  possible  to  rely  upon  their  own  eneigies, 
and  of  inspiring  them  with  a  beUef  in  th« 
future  of  the  colony,  in  spite  of  this  '*  nanow- 
ing  lust  of  gold  "  and  this  anxiety  for  a  bom)w- 
ing  policy,  of  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
the  embodiment  and  example. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ayes.  21. 
Atkinson  Hatch  Bichardson,  G. 

Bruce  Hirst,  H.  RoUeston 

Buchanan         Lake  Ross 

Buckland.W.F.  Moat  Trimble. 

ConoUy  Peacock  TeUen. 

Fergus  Pearson  Hobbs 

Grey  Reese  Newman. 

Hakuene 

Noes,  24. 

Ballance  McKenzie,  J.     Taylor 

Bevan  McMillan  Thompson,  T. 

Cowan  Menteath  Tole 

Dargaville  Parata  Yogel 

Duncan  Pere  W^ker. 

Fraser  Reid  TtUtn, 

Grace  Richardson,  E.  Hursthousa 

Kerr  Stout  O'Callaghan. 

Lamach 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Barron  B.-Bradshaw 

Beetham  Tumbull 

Bryce  Garrick 

Fisher  Levestam 

Fulton  Te  Ac 

Hamlin  Gore 

Hislop  Holmes 

Hurst,  W.  J.  Coster 

Ivess  Dodson 

Johnston  Macandrew 

Macarthur  Harper 

Mackenzie,  M.  O'Conor 

Moss  Brown 

Mitchclson  Cadman 

Ormond  Guinness 

Rnssoll  Lance 

Samuel  Montgomery 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Stewart.  W.  D. 

Wakefield  Steward,  W.  J. 

Wliyto  Smith 

Wilson.  Seddon. 
^Majority  against,  3. 
Motion  negatived. 
Subsequently  the  debate  was  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ton  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesdayy  27th  July,  18S6. 


First  Keadings— Adjournment. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-pfist  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Mining  Bill,  Mortgage  Debentures  Bill,  Port 
Chalmers  Fire  Brigade  Site  Bill,  Sheep  Bill. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  instead  of 
proceeding  with  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  I  pro- 
pose to  adopt  the  usual  course,  which  I  suppose 
is  the  constitutional  one  on  occasions  like 
Ae  present.  It  is  probably  within  the  know- 
ledge of  honourable  members  that  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Government  is  pro- 
ceeding in  another  place ;  and  it  is  not  usual 
to  transact  any  business  in  the  Council  while 
such  a  motion  is  under  discussion  ;  and  there- 
fore I  move.  That  we  adjourn  till  to-morrow  at 
h&lf-past  two  o'clock. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  KEPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  27th  July,  1886. 


Pirrt  Readings— Unemployed— Gold  Duty— Kumara 
Water-race  — Local  Bodies'  Indebtedness- New 
Zealand  Loan  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Cathedral  Site  (PamcU)  Leasing  Bill,  Pro- 
perty Assessment  Bill,  Rabbit  Bill,  Public  Re- 
venues Bill. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — There  is  one  very  important 
question — with  respect  to  the  unemployed  in 
Aackland  ;  and  I  think  our  minds  ought  to  be 
set  at  rest  about  that  without  delay. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  rather  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  wait  until  to-morrow, 
when  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  will  ex- 
plain fully  what  we  have  done.  I  can  assure 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  House  that 
this  matter  has  not  been  neglected,  and  that 
we  are  doing  all  we  possibly  can. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  re- 
eeived  the  following  telegram  from  Auckland 
to-day :  "  Question  of  the  unemployed  getting 
^ery  serious.  Please  do  what  you  can. — F. 
JsuKz."  I  have  implicit  confidence  in  the 
statement  of  that  gentleman.  There  has  been 
fk  meeting  of  a  thousand  people  this  morning 
on  the  subject  in  Auckland.  The  information  I 
have  received  is  Uiat  they  ore  really  respectable 


men  and  cannot  get  work.  The  whole  ques- 
tion has  assumed  very  large  dimensions  — 
so  large  that  it  is  impossible  with  any  local 
n^^ans  to  cope  with  the  difficulty.  In  order 
to  discuss  the  matter  I  will  now  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.  Tlie  question  is  so 
important  that  it  is  necessary  to  impress  it 
on  the  House  in  this  manner.  Although  the 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  other  parts  of  New 
Zealand,  I  believe  that  no  place  is  likely  to 
suffer  so  much  as  Auckland,  because  for  a 
long  time  it  has  been  receiving  large  additions 
to  the  population  from  the  southern  parts  of 
the  colony.  There  have  been  prosperous  timet 
there,  and  large  numbers  of  people  have  been 
attracted  to  the  place.  They  are  now  with- 
out the  means  of  obtaining  employment,  and 
therefore  the  suffering  must  be  greater  than 
in  any  other  town  in  New  Zealand.  The  in- 
formation I  have  received  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  rendered  anything  like  adequate 
aid.  They  have  offered  to  spend  someLhing 
like  £500  among  this  vast  crowd  of  unem- 
ployed. It  is  also  complained  to  mo  that  the 
Government  are  offering  4s.  Gd.  a  day  to  the 
unemployed,  while  they  are  paying  6s.  a  day  to 
Natives  who  are  working  on  the  North  Trunk 
Railv  .^y.  Those  Natives  are  not  people  in  dis- 
tress. They  have  land  upon  which  they  can 
settle,  no  rents  to  pay,  no  families  to  maintain. 
They  arc  receiving  Gs.  a  day,  vet  the  unemployed 
are  only  offered  4s.  6d.  a  day.  We,  sitting  here, 
do  not  feel  the  distress,  we  do  not  see  it ;  we 
unfortunately  meet  in  an  out-of-the-way  part 
of  the  colony.  What  do  wo  know  of  what  is 
going  on  in  other  places  ?  What  do  memben 
from  the  South  know  of  what  is  going  on  in 
Auckland?  If  they  did,  I  am  perfectly  sure 
they  would  rise  to  a  man  and  insist  on  im- 
mediate relief  being  granted  ;  and  my  object 
is  to  bring  the  subject  before  honourable  mem- 
bers as  forcibly  as  possible.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
the  light  way  in  which  the  Government  seem 
to  regard  it.  I  hope  it  is  only  seeming.  I 
have  implicit  confidence  in  the  gentleman  who 
has  sent  mo  this  telegram..  If  they  knew  him 
they  would  know  that  importance  was  to  be 
attached  to  it ;  and  I  hope  the  Government  will 
take  some  steps  to  satisfy  themselves  at  once 
as  to  the  distress  existing  and  the  extent  of 
the  distress. 

Mr.  HATCH. — I  second  the  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  making  one  remark  on  the  subject. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
talks  about  southern  members  not  having  the 
slightest  idea  of  the  distress  in  the  North,  I 
would  like  to  give  him  an  idea  as  to  the  way 
we  deal  witli  the  difficulty  in  the  South.  If 
we  1  ave  any  unemployed  the  ^lumcipal  Coun- 
cil tiives  the  work  and  pays  the  money.  It 
appears  to  me  that  Auckland  and  other  largo 
cities,  feeling  the  pressure  of  charitable  aid, 
wish  to  obtain  from  the  Government  a  fresh 
amount  of  money  with  the  view  of  relieving 
the  district,  which  ought  to  pay  for  charitable 
aid  or  assist  the  unemployed.  If  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  rich  city  like  Auckland  set  tojjj^ 
to  relieve  the  unemployed  the  difficulty 
soon  overoome. 
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Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  feel  sure  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  for  luvercargill  was  in  pos- 
8CHsi(m  of  the  same  information  as  the  mem- 
bers from  Auckland,  he  would  not  speak  in 
the  way  he  has  spoken  about  the  distress  in 
Auckland.  I  may  say  that,  in  response  to  an 
application  from  myself,  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
Uo  Works  informed  me  that  he  had  given 
employment  on  a  small  work  near  the  railway- 
itation  :  but  that  will  only  give  employment  to 
forty  or  fifty  men,  at  the  outside.  There  is  no 
question  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  a 
larso  amount  of  genuine  distress  in  Auckland  ; 
and  immediate  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to 
•iHord  some  relief.  I  feel  certain  the  Govern- 
mont  must  be  in  possession  of  the  same  infor- 
mation as  the  Auckland  members  have,  and 
must  feel  the  necessity  of  something  being 
done  immediately. 

Mr,  E.  RICHARDSON.  — With  regard  to 
>N hat  has  fallen  frv^m  the  honourable  member 
fur  ParnoU,  1  would  say  that  the  Government 
fully  realize  the  position  of  this  matter,  and 
have  taken  steps,  ajid  will  take  steps,  to  do 
everything  that  lies  in  their  powor  to  meet 
the  sudden  demand  for  employment  that  has 
sprung  up  iu  the  City  of  Auckl.iad.  But,  at 
the  same*  tmK\  »\s  far  as  the  Gv>vernment  are 
aware,  the  local  authorities  there  do  not  appear 
to  have  done  as  much  as  hs\s  bocn  done  by  the 
Ix  oal  authorities  in  other  p.irts  of  the  colony. 
I  have  also  been  assured— an-i  have  taken  steps 
io  i\sccTU\'m  whether  the  ir. formation  is  correct 
— that  ai  the  present  time  ai\v  number  of  men 
who  are  n  aliy  viisjH>sevl  to  work  can  go  out  on 
ihe  gumtieUis'and  cam  far  higher  wages  than 
tlio  Government  can  ofior  them  in  the  town. 
The  difticu!:y  is  tl.a:  a  groat  number  of  thc»5e 
men  would  not  lca\o  town  on  any  c consideration 
whatever.  We  have  o:Ti  re\i  tlu  ui  fre«  passes  to 
the  gumtields.  auo.  lo  i:i\e  liu  m  other  a<;^istanoo 
\i  they  are  mcline.l  to  accept  it.  Tae  work 
which  tlie  honour.. Ke  member  for  Auckland 
North  has  rvferre^l  to  was  inv.neiiatel\  put  m 
hand  because  it  was  tl:e  or/.y  piece  of  autli^^ 
ri.-^Hl  work  we  had  a\-.:'..\>'.o,  1  here  is  no  doub: 
that  as  sov''U  as  the  e>t.iii-\:«:s  are  pASj>«.vi  ir.e 
Gv^vernmei^:  w.'.l  r.ave  e::;ir  works,  aiiJ  %^ul 
emp'.ov  a  Cv-^usiaer^Mo  uuiulvr  of  men.  At 
Uie  same  tiu'.e,  the  liovomu.at  have  t-ie 
matter  in  h«uivl.  aua  R:i\:h:r.g  t^oy  can  uo 
Will  Iv  done.  T>.e  hval  a-i:hori:;tS  must 
assist,  ai.a  r.o  vlouV;  w»H  asc^:?:,  the  Gcvcm- 
ment. 

Sir  V".  CiRV-Y. — 1:  is  my  orhiioa.  wi:h  sciue 
knov^'e\'i:«*  of  t::e  sub'vCt.  th..".:  tv»  o.icr  s<:\tral 
hur.xlrxvi  luen  on  tv"*  :ho  jiumn.hts  a:  cnce  is  net 
a  vrv^ivr  suv  tv-  iv^Vo. 

*Mr*  th  RiVH-VKI^SON— 1  .l-,i  ii>-:  say  thas 


fc.'..v  orvie 


:*r  i'.^si  Ivev.  j:.\ea.  Wr.a:  I  siii  was 
th.^;  :r>:rUv':-or.>  :*a.i  ?v.eiL  *:^t'r.  ;o  :he  odiJiAls 
to   a#co::a  :\  \\''..:*ur  A:\y   o:    the   men   wt^n? 

gwvii  to  yu:  :   >.  '1  :o  v^ork. 

SiC  G.'v'KyV. — I  Aiu  n.-'?  a:  all  sA::>f.ed. 
Men  unust'vi  to  the  wcrk  caiuio;  iiia-xv  .^  hvn:;^ 
as  one*. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.- <Sc;r:e  cf  Ci-m  cin, 
surv'Iv. 


Sir  G.  GREY. — Some  of  them,  perhaps,  wlu> 
are  accustomed  to  it.  But  I  would  li^e  to 
know  what  is  to  become  of  the  residue. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON. —We  will  do  the 
best  we  can. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  am  assured  that  there  ais 
oa.ses  of  extreme  distress  at  present,  and  I 
think  there  should  be  some  instantaneous  re- 
lief. 

Mr.  PERE.— Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  the  ques- 
tions on  the  Order  Paper  have  been  adjoumed. 
I  was  anxions  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  should  put  his  question  No.  18,  and 
that  we  should  discuss  it.  It  is  as  follows: 
''  To  ask  the  Government,  If  they  are  aware 
that,  since  April,  1883,  persons  conmutted 
for  trial  have  been  and  are  subjected  to  too 
same  restrictions  and  privations  as  convict^ 
prisoners  ?  "  That,  I  understand,  refers  to  the 
Maori  prisoners.  I  think  it  is  an  important 
matter,  and  I  ask  now,  is  it  not  possible  to  have 
a  reply  to  that  question?  I  akk  the  Govern- 
ment if  tliey  will  make  some  explanation  in 
regard  to  it.  My  mind  is  troubled  by  some- 
thing I  have  heard  with  regard  to  the  Native 
prisoners. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  think  it  is  a  very  cold  kind 
of  charity  to  t«ll  the  destitute  and  unempbyed 
to  go  into  the  country.  It  is  just  as  I  have 
said  —  people  are  too  fond,  in  the  towns,  of 
telling  the  unemployed  to  go  into  the  coontiy; 
but  how  that  would  better  their  position  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  It  hi^  been  stated 
that  the  authorities  have  been  instructed  to 
furnish  them  with  free  passes :  but  free  passes 
are  of  very  little  use  where  there  are  no  raii- 
wavs,  and  north  of  Auckland  there  is  only  a 
railway  to  Helens ville,  and  the  gumfields  in 
that  neighbcurhood  have  been  completely 
wcrked  out.  Therefore  it  would  be  of  no 
avail  to  give  free  passes  to  the  unemployed  to 
go  there  for  gum-^ii^ziug.  To  suggest  that  is 
simply  tridinz  with  the  Hou*^.  though  I  do  not 

I  say  that  was  intended.  It  rtouires  some  money 
evin  to  ^o  to  the  gumdelis.    Those  going  re- 

"  quire  focvi  and  tocls,  so  that  it  is  useless  to  tell 
tne  absolutely  destituie  to  go  to  the  gumfields.  * 
I  btrLu  ve  the  Govermnent  w  Jl  do  their  best  in 
the  matter.     I:  is  a  very  urgent  question,  and 
1  hrpo  will  receive  prompt  attention. 

Mr.  B-M^LANCE.— With  reference  to  what 
fell    from    the    hcr.o:irab:e    member   for  the 

.'  K astern  Miorl  District.  I  may  inform  him  that 

I  the  question  he  referred  tc  is  one  which  deals 
w::h  criscners  of  both  ra.:i-:s,  and  of  course  the 
qutsticn  wruli  be  answ^rt'd  by  the  Minister  of 

■  Justice.     Bus   I   mav  iziorm  the  honourable 

'  gtc;lerr.an  inat  the  3^i*:ri  prisoners  are  treated 
;us:  m  the  sarie  way  is  European  prisonecs  in 
the  sAme  posLtim  iz»  trvated.     Ko  distinction 

:  w..a;cvtfr  is  m:^^«  between  them;  and  any 
altcriti.^n  in  th<  Kgulations,  of  course,  mnsi 

i  b«  CLiuie  so  as  TO  apply  to  prisoners  of  both 

•  racvs.  i  do  n.-a  zmnk  it  wculd  be  advisaUe  to 
hav^f  any  d:>t:^'.*cion  made  between  them. 

I  ?Ir.  MOSSv — This  way  cf  treating  the  diffi- 
culty— by  sATui:?.  "Go  into  the  coontiy  ani 
st:ek  wcrk  *'-^i«inK  to  ma  heanleaa  alto^tfaa- 
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It  H  not  the  only  rem-^ily  that  can  bo  ripplied. 
Wo  kuow  that  the  couuUy  is  not  what  it  used 
to  be.     The  time  was  when  men  going  about 
the  country  looking  for  work  had  shelter  and 
food  given  them  by  the  settlers  ;  but,  owing  to 
the  public  works  policy,  that  time  has  gone  by, 
and  people  travelling  now  must  stop  at  hotels, 
or,  at  all  events,  pay  for  their  provisions.     If 
thi  y  lie  for  a  night  under  a  hedge,  the  proba- 
bility is  that  the  police  will  take  them  up  as 
va;^iants.    Altogether,  we  have  become  so  civil- 
ized that  the  old  conditions  do  not  apply  at  all. 
A  great  responsibility  rests  upon  the  Govern- 
ment :  it  is  they  who  introduce  the  immigrants 
and  glut  the  labour-market.    The  honourable 
member  for  Invercargill   says    that    the    au- 
thorities at  Auckland  are  not  doing  their  duty. 
How  does  he  know  what  the  authorities  are 
doin^?      I   believe   they   are   doing    all    they 
possibly  can.     I  believe  the  pressure  of  public 
opinion  compels  them  to  do  so,  and,  if  we  had 
the  pressure  of  public  opinion  on  this  House  as 
directly  as  the  Auckland  City  Council  has  it,  we 
should  not  talk  in  this  way.    But  because  we 
are  in  this  out-of-the-way  place,  and  not  under 
the  direct  pressure  of  public  opinion,  we  ven- 
ture to  talk  as  we  do.     I  feel  perfectly  sure 
that  no  one  in  the  City  Council  of  Auckland, 
under  the  eye  of  the  public  of  Auckland,  would 
dar^'  to  speak  in  a  light  way  of  the  troubles  and 
dili'icultios   that  have  overtaken   these  unfor- 
tunate people.     Reference  has   been  made  to 
another  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  of  which 
I  had  given  notice.    I  do  not  know  why  the 
N;itivc  Minister  got  up  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion; but  I  hope  the  Minister  of  Justice  will 
Cake  that  matter  in  hand,  and  I  hope  he  will 
not  allow  himself  to  be  trammelled  by  red-tape 
and  official  rules    so    much  as   to  allow  his 
natural  sense  of  justice  and  his  sympathy  with 
the  unfortunate  to  be  clouded.    I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood    that  I   intend    my 
question  to  refer  to  all  prisoners. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  very  unfair,  after  a 
question  has  been  postponed,  to  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — It  is  not  more  unfair  than  that 
which  the  Premier  is  now  saying  and  the  casu- 
Jstrj'  he  is  resorting  to.  I  did  not  ask  that  the 
question  should  be  postponed,  nor  did  I  raise  it 
after  it  was  postponed.  It  has  been  said  in  the 
newspaper  this  morning  that  the  question  was 
to  be  put  by  me  with  reference  to  the  Native 
prisoners.  It  is  nothing  of  tho  kind.  I  wish 
to  see  equal  justice  done  to  both  races.  The 
Native  Minister  does  not  monopolize  that  de- 
sire, though  he  lays  great  stress  on  it  so  often  ; 
hut  we  who  sometimes  oppose  him  have  an 
equal  desire  to  see  the  same  justice  done  to  per- 
sons of  both  races,  even  when  they  are  in  prison. 
I  wish  the  House  to  understand — although  tho 
paper  this  moniing  states  that  I  was  asking  the 
question  on  behalf  of  the  ^laoris — that  it  is 
liot  so.  I  ask  it  on  behalf  of  a  number  of  per- 
sons of  both  races  who  are  now  in  prison  await- 
iug  trial,  and  who  are  subject  to  restrictions 
wid  privations  which  I  think  they  should  not 
s^er  until,  by  conviction,  it  is  proved  they 
have  been  guilty, 
^lotion  for  adjouimnent  negatived. 


GOLD  DUTY. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  press  on  tho  Gold  Duty  Reduction 
Bill,  and  take  proceedings  to  insure  tho  Mining 
Bill  becoming  law?  The  following  telegram 
on  the  subject  spoke  for  itself : — 

*•  County  Council  have  passed  unanimously 
resolution  regretting  action  Legislative  Council 
in  rejecting  Abolition  Gold  Duty  Bill,  express- 
ing hope  that  Government  will  introduce 
another  measure  this  session  abolishing  duty. 
*'  James  Clarke, 

"  County  Chairman." 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  tho  Gold  Duty  Reduc- 
tion Bill  was  the  third  on  the  Order  Paper  that 
day,  but  it  could  not  bo  proceeded  with  until 
the  debate  on  the  Loan  Bill  had  been  finished. 

KUMARA  WATER.RACE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  bo  laid  before  thia 
House  showing — (1)  Tho  amount  received  for 
sale  of  water  from  the  Kumara  Water-race; 
(2)  the  cost  of  the  Kumara  Water-race,  and 
the  amount  expended  on  the  same  during  the 
last  financial  year ;  (3)  the  net  percentage  of 
profit  to  the  colony  on  tho  said  race  for  the 
year  1885. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  INDEBTEDNESS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'CONOR,  it  was. 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  indebtedness  of  all  local 
bodies,  the  amount  of  interest,  sinking  fund,, 
and  the  security  in  each  case. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  COWAN. — Sir,  I  desire  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  Bill,  which  has  now  been  discussed 
by  the  House  for  many  days,  and  discussed  in 
such  a  manner  that  nothing  can  be  adduced  as 
to  the  features  of  the  Bill  or  tho  public  works 
policy  of  the  Government  that  will  be  new  to 
the  House.  I  think  I  shall  be  consulting  the 
convenience  of  the  Houso  by  being  brief  in 
the  remarks  I  have  to  make.  If  we  look 
back  to  the  proceedings  at  the  last  sitting 
of  the  House,  and  the  length  to  which  the 
debate  was  prolonged,  it  must  not  only  have 
taxed  your  patience,  Sir,  but  I  can  assert 
that  it  was  a  very  considerable  strain  on  the 
patience  of  other  honourable  members,  who 
have  opportunities  of  retiring  wiiich  you.  Sir, 
do  not  enjoy.  I  must  say  tliat  I  think  it  was 
unfair  on  the  part  of  certaiu  honourabla 
members,  during  last  sitting,  to  c>:teiid  thek 
remarks  to  such  a  length  as  thoy  did,  because, 
although  it  might  have  been  useful  from  tho 
point  of  view  of  party  tactics,  I  think  the 
proceedmgs  at  tho  last  sitting,  at  all  events* 
had  a  strong  appearance  of  an  attempt  by 
tho  minority  to  coerce  tho  majority  in  this 
House.  The  opening  debate  on  Ihis  Bill 
savoured  very  much,  to  my  mind^  of  tv  wsLDt-of- 
confidence  debate  ;  but  it  hcid  tlii^  paou' 
that  the  speeches  were  not  foUoii 
any  resolution  which  might  have  b*" 
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to  follow  the  speeches  of  certain  members  of 
tbi^  House.  Tlie  procccdin-zs,  however,  resulted 
vcxtorday  in  an  aim^ndmont,  wliich  was  intro- 
tVvicotl  by  the  lionourablo  member  fur  ^lataura, 
av.-',  althougli  not  in  the  sjucific  t* mis  I  have 
ir.viicated  of  want  of  coiiliileucc  in  th.o  Go- 
ven  ment,  the  amendment  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  any  otlnr  light  thin  as  a  direction 
to  the  Government  to  take  La.-k  their  public 
^orks  policy  and  amend  it  as  indicated  in  the 
amendment.  Th«'  pi  icy,  a>  he  noi;i:>.l.lo  mem- 
bers know,  is  sot  f' rlli  in  tluj  sclHiiiile  to  that 
Bill,  and,  seeing  tliiit  this  amciuhiient  iraverscs 
that  schedule,  and  jrcjusr'-.  that  some  itoi'is 
shall  ho  struck  oi:t  and  lliat  otlur  items  shall 
be  ir.ori.;\sid,  1  cannot  see  tii:;t  the  T*remier 
had  any  other  course  open  to  him  than  to  take 
op  tlie  position  which  he  did  and  acce))t  this 
as  a  motion  of  want  of  conlidenco  in  his  Ad- 
ministration. You  have  ruled.  Sir,  that  the 
terms  of  tl:e  amendment  were  in  order,  and  I 
accept  your  ruling  on  that  point ;  but  it  btruck 
me  last  night,  and  more  forcibly  to-day,  after 
seeing  the  amendment  in  print,  seeing  that  it 
proposes  to  increase  an  item  of  appropriation, 
that  it  was  scarcely  in  order.  Ikit  I  accept 
your  ruling,  Sir,  f>n  tliat  point.  Tlie  very  pro- 
longed debate  which  took  place  on  this  Bill 
has  had  the  appearance  to  me  of  liaving  been 
more  personal  than  was  nccessar>-,  particularly 
during  tho  last  sitting.  From  the  tone  of 
several  members  of  the  (Opposition  I  have  been 
forced  to  the  conclusion  tlua  the  fi^hl  which 
has  taken  place  h,vs  ir.ore  the  appearance 
of  a  fight  for  olVice  than  of  a  fight  for  the 
best  inti'iosts  of  tho  country.  The  action 
of  the  honourable  memlnr  for  Mattxura  in 
introvhicing  tbis  ainciuinivnt  leaves  me  in 
tho  position  i^f  being  unoer:ain  as  to  what  is 
behind  it.  This  is  commonly  the  position  one 
in  put  in  in  re-ard  to  motions  of  this  kind; 
because  on  all  previous  nnnions  of  want  of  con- 
(lilenco  in  the  (iovernment  I  have  found  myself 
exactly  in  a  similar  ivsiii.m.  During  the  last 
Hitting  wo  heavvl  that  tho  honourable  member 
for  Kgmonl  had  not  Ken  consulted  with  regard 
to  this  nuuion  till  yesterday  :  ar.d  1  accept  that. 
Ihit  I  cannot — although  I  have  cvniiidence  in 
tlie  honourable  member  for  Matuura — but  think 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Kt^mont,  in 
tho  event  of  this  amendment  being  carried, 
will  bo  the  honourable  memlvr  for  >[a:aura*6 
chief.  1  do  not  think,  frvm  my  own  jvr- 
Fonal  knowledge  of  tho  hvv.unirable  memWr  for 
Matjuira.  tl\!a  ho  is  ambuunis  tv»  Ih>  rremior 
of  this  colony :  but  1  assert  this,  fn^m  my 
knowledge  of  him:  that  he  is  well  o,r.;:'.::U\i  to 
Ih>  ruhlic  Works  M mister  in  any  Avhninisrra- 
tion.  t,  howcA^r,  know  that  cU^sc'.y  allus-l 
with  that  honouiablo  gentU^in.vn  iv'.itica.Iy 
Uieu*  is  ftuoiher  memlsT  of  tvus  House — iho 
bononrablo  mendu r  for  \Vaka:.p;i— wl.o  is  not 
onl\  ambitious  but  who  is  oo,v:;*.V.\  q;ial;:'.evi  to 
(ill  tho  othco  of  rubhc  Wvrks  M.u.stet  m  any 
Administration,  \i  ib.o  air.ondmont  is  carried, 
no  douhl  by -and  by  iho  dithovf.:y  in  wh*.oh  1 
find  mvTielf  wdl  *iisi\ppeaT.  B»:t  I  tn;st  the 
nmoudment  will  W  iv-oct^Nl  by  tins  Hci;s«  by 
9k  ftubstanUal  m^v^ovuy,    U  i«  nv4  io  be  ox> 


pec  ted  that  each  member,  or  even  a  majontr 
of  members,  of  this  House  can  be  fully  satsfr- 
ficd  with  tho  schedule  of  tliis  Bill ;  I  may  say, 
frankly,  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with,  every  itek 
in  the  schedule  ;  but  I  take  it  that  onr  dutr 
here  as  representatives  of  tho  people  is  to  S8« 
that  a  Bclicdulc  appropriating  money  such  u 
this  is  shall  bo  framed  in  a  manner  thatvill 
be  equitable  to  every  district  in  the  country, 
and  will  cany  out,  as  fairly  as  possible,  the 
intentions  of  tho  Government  towards  finishing 
I'ailwr.y  works  on  which  mojiey  has  been  spent 
to  a  r»  v"nne-produciiig  point.  With  regaid  to 
tliis  Ihil,  I  may  say  that  I  re.vTct  that  there  is 
any  necessity  for  it.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
will  welcome  the  time  when  borrowinj:;  will 
not  be  required  in  this  country.  This  Bill  is 
consequent  upon  the  public  works  policy, 
which  has  now  been  in  operation  since  1870; 
and  I  rrgrot  that  tho  pul)lic  works  policy 
has  not  been  completed  by  the  previoos 
borrowing,  so  as  to  render  further  borrowing 
unnecessary.  But,  seeing  the  position  in  which 
we  are, — w  ith  a  large  number  of  uncompleted 
works  in  every  district  of  the  country, — ihalk 
must  of  necessity  devolve  not  only  upon  thii 
Government,  but  upon  every  Government  suc- 
ceeding them,  to  still  borrow  money  with  a 
view  to  completing  those  works  which  are  in 
an  unlinished  state.  My  opinion  goes  in  th« 
direction  that  these  works  should  be  finished 
to  pa-able  points  before  any  new  works  an 
comincnced,  and  it  is  in  that  direction  my 
feelings  go  with  regard  to  the  schedule  as  ft 
whole.  The  resources  of  this  country  are 
now  being  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  raise  the 
interest  required  for  the  borrowed  money;  and 
ever>-  Bill  such  as  this  which  provides  for 
further  borrowing  increases  the  burden  which 
we  have  to  bear.  That  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  allocates  the  loan  to  particular  works 
I  entirely  approve  of,  and  I  think  that  is  a 
matter  upon  which  this  Government  deserve 
to  be  commended.  The  error  of  the  public 
works  policy  hitherto,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
that  too  m'ucn  borrowed  money  has  been  ex- 
pended in  unproeiuctive  works.  No  doubt  thi 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country  have  to 
some  extent  to  answer  for  that  state  of  things; 
but  I  th.ink  the  time  has  now  come  when  bor- 
rowed money  should  be  spent  in  as  small  a 
d^grex^  as  possible  on  buildings  and  woris 
of  iliat  character.  I  regret  very  much  that 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  with  regaid 
I  to  schesjl- buildings  were  not  received  with 
!  favour  by  this  House.  I  approved  of  th«* 
.  measure  because  of  its  decentralizing  tendency, 
i  I  believe  the  lime  has  now  come — and  if  we  do 
not  accept  the  task  it  will  be  very  soon  forced 
,  upon  lis — when  this  question  of  school-buildings 
must  bo  v^eaii  with  by  Parliament  in  a  manner 
,  d.ifcrent  fr.^n  the  iwsent  plan.  The  funds 
!  f.^r  works  of  this  kind  must  be  found  partlji 
•  if  not  wholly,  by  the  districts.  I  regret 
;  that  the  Government  were  not  able  to  cany 
out  their  views  in  that  direction  this  sessios. 
Another  peculiar  feature  of  our  public  woria 
pouoy  is  this :  that  the  more  miles  of  iwl- 
t  way  opened  in   this   coontty  for  traffic  ^ 
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Jess  the  average  return.    We  have  not  far  to 
go  to  seek  an  explanation  of  that ;   and  this 
is  the  explanation,  which  must  be  patent  to 
«very  one:   that  we  are  now  getting  into  the 
position  of  having  a  larger  number  of  miles 
of    railway    than    our    population    requires. 
Therefore    I    consider   that    this   question   of 
immigration — the  whole  questioii  of  inoreas- 
ing  our  population — requires  to  be  con?.:dered 
in  connection  with  our  public  works  pulicy.     1 
Botico  that  the  Government  have  made  small 
provision  for  immigration,  and  I   think  they 
verc  wise  in  not  going  further  in  t!i;it  direction, 
because  this  is  a  question  which  rcqiiiies  very 
careful  handling.     It  is  not  many  liours  ago 
that  we  heard  in  this  House  of  tl-.o  question 
of  "the  unemployed  "  at  Auckland  ,  and  that 
question  now  is  creating  confide  iai> I o  anxiety 
in  the  north  part  of  this  Island.     But  tliose 
members  who  come  from  the  South  can  bear 
me  out  in  this  statement :  that  the  question 
is  not  a  new  one  there.      We  have  had  it  for 
icvcral  winters,    and    we    had    it   in   a  very 
extreme  degree  at  a  time  when  wc  heard  that 
things  were   uncommonly  brisk  in  Auckland. 
The  honourable  member  for  ParnoU  has  given 
OS  an  explanation  to-day  on  which  I  lay  con- 
dderable  weight — that  those  of  onr  labourers 
who   were    in    the    position,    during;   tlie  last 
three  years,  to  leave  the  South  havo  done  so, 
*nd  that,  as  doubtless  was  the  case,  a  portion 
of  them  have  found  their  way  to  Auckland. 
I  would  say  to  the  honourable  membei*s  from 
thatt  district  who  are  in  the  Houko  now  that 
in  dealing  with  this  question  of  relii  T  they  must 
ttoi  depend  entirely  upon  the  General  (lovern- 
mcnt.   It  requires  very  considerable  local  effort. 
lam  glad  to  say  the  local  efforts  put  forth  in 
the  South,  along  with  very  moderate  assistance 
from  the  General  Government,  enabled  us  to 
meet  that  question  in  a  fairly-equitable  man- 
ner.   There  is  an  idea  abroad  that  it  would  be 
well  if  we  could  get  immigrants  here  with  a 
«eitain  amount  of  capital ;  and  no  doubt  every 
«»  will  give  his  assent   to  that  proposition. 
Bat  the  question  is,  What  inducement  can  we 
hold  out  to  such  men  to  come  here  to  join  us, 
looking  at  the  state  in  which  v^'c  havo  been  for 
many  years?    I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  cloud 
which  has  been  hanging  over  us  in  the  way  of 
low  prices  of  produce  and  bad  times  generally 
is  now  likely  to  clear  away ;  but  the  agricultural 
industries  of  this  country,  to  which  the  largo 
bulk  of  intending  capitalists  with  money  will 
bjB  attracted,  have  been  in  anything  but  a  posi- 
tion which  could  hold  out  any  inducement  to 
soch  men  to  come  here  and*  join  us.    Then, 
we  have  had  presented  to  us,  day  after  day, 
petitions  from    agriculturists    from  all  parts 
of  the  colony,  asking  for  a  modification  of  the 
temiB  on  which  they  hold  their  leases.     The 
grouid  asserted  by  the  petitioners  for  making 
tliese  applications  is  that  they  are  unable  to 
tteet  their  obligations  owing  to  the  low  value 
^  produce.     I   hope   and   believe   that    the 
cloud  is  now  lifting;  and,  if  present  values 
keep  up,  I  have  no  doubt  that  most  of   the 
petitioners  will,  in  a  few  seasons,  find  them- 
fielves  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition.    I  am 


aware  that  it  is  impossible  for  all  claimants  on 
the  Government  to  get  relief;  but  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  Government  has  not  seen 
its  way  to  extending  help  to  this  class  hitherto. 
I  hope,  however,  that  the  improvement  in  the 
value  of  produce  will  soon  do  away  with  any 
necessity  for  looking  to  the  Government  for 
help.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  immigra- 
tion, I  think  it  is  very  undesirable  to  introduce 
immigrants,  except  on  the  nomination  system ; 
and  I  shall  oppose  any  expenditure  except  for 
that  system,  and  for  that  reqiiisite  for  the 
union  of  families  at  present  separated.  As  to 
roads  and  bridges,  I  think  it  is  essential  to 
make  provision  for  both  of  those  works,  because 
they  are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  settlement  of  the  land,  and  with 
the  question  of  increasing  tlio  revenue  of  the 
railways.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  Government 
are  to  be  commended  for  the  provision  which 
they  have  made  in  this  respect.  As  to  the 
question  of  the  purcliase  of  Native  land,  that 
is  a  matter  on  which  the  Government  have 
been  severely  twitted  during  this  debate. 
When  we  consider  that  pressure  has  been 
brought  upon  the  Government  to  obtain  a  con- 
siderable area  of  land  along  the  line  of  rail- 
way in  this  Island  prior  to  its  construction, 
I  think  it  is  a  sufficient  warrant  for  what 
the  Government  have  done  in  this  direction. 
They  are  twitted  with  using  some  of  the 
main  trunk  loan-money  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing lands.  I  think  the  Government  have 
done  fairly  in  using  that  money.  Ko  doubt  the 
amount  that  has  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  land  will  reach  a  considerable  sum,  and 
when  it  does  it  will  be  competent  for  any  Go- 
vernment— and  I  imagine  that  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  them  to  ask  the  House  for  power — to 
propose  that  the  money  be  recouped  to  that 
railway  loan.  I  think  the  Government  have 
done  right  in  what  they  have  done  in  this 
respect.  Another  point  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  twitted  is  that  of  rail- 
way administration,  and  1  think  that  this 
is  a  question  upon  which  they  can  fairly  be 
twitted ;  but  what  Government  has  sat  on  those 
benches  that  could  not  be  twitted  in  the  same 
direction  ?  The  rail  vvay  administration  is  a  vast 
one.  It  goes  over  such  an  area  of  this  country, 
and  the  requirements  of  the  various  districts 
are  so  diverse,  as  was  fairly  stated  by  the  Pre- 
mier last  night,  that  there  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  satisfaction  on  every  point.  It  seems  to  mo 
that  the  greatest  objection  to  the  popular  ad- 
ministration of  the  railways  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  bound  by  cast-iron  rules ;  and  there 
is  some  reason  for  that,  because,  were  it  other- 
wise, were  the  Government  able  to  make  con- 
cessions to  particular  individuals,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  private  company,  we  should  have  supporters 
of  tne  Government  getting  concessions,  while 
members  of  the  Opposition  would  be  aggrieved 
because  they  did  not  get  concessions  enough. 
I  say  that  that  is  a  very  good  reason  why  the 
management  of  the  railways  should  bMbMd  by 
some  rule.  If  you  want  to  mak'' 
tration  of  the  railways  populs 
per  cent,  of  the  passenger  fax 
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If  YOU  Strike  thorn  all  off  you  will  make  the 
inanaRi'incnt  still  more  popular.  This  is  the 
diivriiim  in  which  pcoplo  want  redress,  and  I 
admit  tlmt  my  views  go  in  the  direction  of 
reducing  faros  and  freights,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  support  a  motion  in  this  House  to  do 
that,  and  to  cast  tiie  deficiency  on  the  accu- 
mulatt'il  wealth  of  this  countr>-  through  the 
property- 1  ax.  It  is  only  by  such  a  process  as 
tln\t  that  >ou  can  make  railway  administration 
really  popular.  I  know,  in  my  own  experience, 
that  the  lailwnya  arc  losinj*  a  largo  amount  of 
fit'ight  through  the  impossibility  of  giving  con- 
cessions for  largo  quantities,  especially  when  it 
in  desired  to  move  live-stock  from  one  point 
to  another.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  cheaper  to 
ti-avcl  stock  by  road  than  by  train,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  while  being  driven 
they  deteriomte  in  value.  If  the  Government 
were  in  a  iX)silion  to  make  coi. cessions  you 
would  lift  rid  of  some  of  tho  d;:iiculiioj?,  and 
the  revenue  of  tho  railways  wouM,  at  the  same 
{\\\u\  hv'  increased;  but  1  cannot 'ioo  how  that 
IS  ti»  lu>  done  under  th.e  present  eircumstancos. 
I  ina\  say  that,  as  one  whotnweU  about  tiio 
eouniiy  a  good  deal,  it  Inis  struck  me  iho.t 
there  is  a  very  much  lar^^er  stall  of  men  eiu- 
p\n«\l  thiui  is  noce-i.-^ary.  That  is  a  qiic*»tion 
\\hieh  no  doubt  tho  Minivtor  for  Pub'.io  Works 
has  |\ud  attention  to.  but  I  IvKeve  that  ro- 
tieiulunent  can  go  siill  further  in  that  virec- 
tiou  However,  1  tuko  llio  Statement  whl^ni 
has  leen  made  by  tho  Minister  as  a  mo-^: 
▼alii.x'.  ie  ovidenoo  that  tlie  a*.i minis; r.^ilcn  of 
I  lie  \  ».lwa\s  m  this  colony  is  rtct.:\:i"4  il;;c 
e^^n»....«  n\;.Nn\,  To.o  M;u.>tir  has  ;.  li  'vis 
\\u\\  he  i>  workirg,  tl.js  i«>:  \er.r,  1'-^  iv.i'.ts 
laou^  rAi.Nvay  wuiioii  any  a*".v.i;:or..vI  cv  >: 
ns  %o;;irarvvi  x\ith  iVo  c\i\r.>e  of  maiiAg.:  j! 
tlie  ;.nis  pix^vKHis  iv^  *.a^t  yoar  i..a:  i:».- 
\',u:i:»>  (v^  ..^  g*"^^i  :r,U'{\-:>  :'.\i :*.t  ;  avd  r>- 
liv..^  '\  V  n:  iU  I'.ie  jMura't  N^-^.AriiS  biX5  ivcn 
re  i^  aVvv :  .  r  ".ii.c  ::..:. 
r  ;>.a;  a  r.;:.? 


);;\%  \i  y  ,.00 V  to. 
\>hun  iuwiN  a;i*  r»Uv  n^  :i\  o:v 
un)^:\  vx;x\u  UirtV  Im?  oi.>**\i  iU 
1  u.\v,-v  man<.»;emor.is  ar.d  ;:: 
^.ow  .«tt."nr.»u  to  lvN:*i  \^,*r,: 
j;  \;' .>;  iv.s, ,*.»;.;»  m  tV.o  :s\>r,>  r 
\  i\^^v..  »;  n.,\\,«\  »  <ii*  >.*Vx»'^ 
\  %  e,.\"  a\^u\  Tiiou"  1^  c*\;v.s,o:,».  ',< 
to  r,..  l\.\uv\.v\  iVina;..'c;u  :v 
i.u  .1  as  ,.ou  iu  t:.,>  iv.,-*;;*"!.    I 

r^ ^^.  A\^;  t".-.'  UA>. .".  :..-.; 

*..  ,v ^  >o  ;»  ;.  A,  a  ,%  Vx :  •  *,, . ; 

i  „;  «  »,.N'W.  U\  .V.  ,,  .  *> 

.^.  *;  A,  ,.  A,  ^;..,  -,  ,-^;    ^.:^^.. 


x.;c  P*m:  *: 
;.',o  w.*\  o: 


>:a\ou:  jv.,/- 


I. 
I. 
X 


,.  \> 


.V  \v "X  sV 


liamcnt  expires,  this  Government  will  put  at; 
record  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill  their  znatoie^ 
opinions  with  regard  to   the  appointmeot  ^ 
Railway  Boards.     I  may  say,  in  connecti-^ 
with  this  subject,  that  the  management  of  1 
railways  of  the  South  Island  from  WeU" 
does  not  work  well.    To  manage  the  rulii 
of  tho  .South  from  Wellington  is  aomlogoust 
managing  the  London  and  North- Western  lin 
from  Traucc.    The  case  is  exactly  analogom^-i 
and  that  idea  is  not  more  absurd  than  thf] 
system  which  we  at  present  have  in  force  in  thii^ 
colony.     Then,  the  question  of  party  line^  hm 
been  mentioned  to  tUe  House  b}'  various  mfiiB- 
bcrs,  aud   the  Government  has  been  twitted 
with  destroying  party  lines.     To  my  mind,  ii- 
is  not  the  Government,  but  the  public  wosi|| 
policy,  which  is  responsible  for  this.     So  looj 
as  we  have  the  public  works  policy,  so  Ici^ 
as  we  require  to  borrow  money  for  the  purposB 
of  carrying  on  that  policy,  so  long  will  locil 
wants  occupy  a  higher  position  in  this  Hoiat 
than  they  ought  to  do.     I  believe,  myself,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  parties  will  bt 
more  tiioroughly  divided  than  they  are  noa^ 
but  I  do  not  expect  that  time  to  come  until 
the  public  works  policy  is  more  near  comple- 
tion than  it  appears  to  be  now.     I  was  amused 
by  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier  wl.cn  he   referred   to  the  absence  at 
party  l::.e^  ;  for,  having  lamented  that,  a  few 
senttLiCts  further  on  he  indicated  to  the  House 
in  w:.at  direction   the  public  works  policy  ai 
pro  v.  at  J   for  in    this    Bill   was  deficient.    II 
seen. I  .i  to  be  deiicient  because  it  did  notappo 
J  r  ate  a  iar-^e  enough  sum  for  his  own  local 
r.i-.'.wAy.     li.en,   t.,e    honourable  member  for 
M-:  j:.:  I  ;a  took  up  exactly  the  same  position, 
t;..^v.;h    n  his  ca-.^  it  was  the  Otago  Central 
tr.a:  i  :\.i  not  crxu^h  given  to  it.     And  so  long 
.\s  a  iiovonintn:   have    the  disposal  of  bor- 
i.TVv  '  IV.  :.ty,  Ss^  long  will  they  &id  it  to  beti> 
:.  .-   i:;ur«.^:  — a  caundinal  point  in  their  re- 

*".\: r. ^y:.T' sV'ii a c K e :^ z i e.— wiu  the 

'...:.:  r  I .«:  J  r.:'::nan  allow  me  to  explain?  I 
/.i  !  :  --  »y  LUkt  :..cre  was  not  sufficient  mcney 
J.,  \. :.  /.  :r  i.>:  v.':a::-»  Central  Railway.  I  said 
::..;:  s  :  :t  ni::.cv.  What  I  said  was  that 
:  v.v>^  ;...:...r  ^  i  impolitic  that  the  Otago 
V  , ::.-..  -:.  1  o:.  .  r  e.'.o::i:.i  lines  should  be  kept 
/.  A-v  .\:  .c  \Ji..i.c  cnurtiy  new  lines  were  being 
r  "^      I   .^. 

\ .    v\  '.»  AX  — I  was  saying  that,  as  long  as 

,.::  .^i:.:  .n  power  has  the  di3tributi(Mi 

■  .   •  V ,.  V . : :  V  V.  aiid  as  long  as  the  public 

.-.»-  ;  ..,    :...:..;  i-ie  country  are  unfimshed, 

.;:-:...:.:  ni^st  wiihout  doubt  be  de- 

..:.::..  .:"  '  ihiir  position  on  giving  an 

.  -       .    .  -  .\r.  :-^  \..-.ch  district  of  the  money 

-,  .  :    ...  .'.rr.'.ved.    I  will  not  detain  the 

..     -.,    :.--;    .r   ;    .in  lo  say  that  I  trust  the 

,\..,    ,    ..:i    ci   il;e  honourable  member  fct 

\,   :  . -^    ..1    re  rj;ccuu    by   a    substantial 

-  :     *...  •  i»-<r  :,^  t\pr*-5>a  hope  that  tliose 

.  I   r...  v.:^r>  w  :o  intend  to  continae 

•  :c   T  ...  r.  ;   f.^l'.jw  the  bad  eiami^ 

M  ;.^  >   : ,  ~   u>  1.^^-1  night  by  prolonging 
,    .  .    .    ;.;.>-,■!:  i  Ttry  wearisome  length. 
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Mr.  SUTTER. —The  Premier  last  night 
twitted  me  with  having  opposed  any  redaction, 
or  scheme  of  economy,  and  specially  so  in  con- 
nection with  school-boildings  ;  and  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  made  a 
somewhat  similar  charge  against  me.  Now,  I 
distinctly  said  to  the  Premier  that  I  would 
TOte  for  any  measure  which  would  allocate  the 
cost  of  school-buildings  on  local  bodies,  if  it 
were  properly  done ;  and  that  what  I  objected 
to  were  attempts  to  do  so  by  side-winds,  such  as 
inserting  a  clause  in  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans 
Bill,  the  Counties  Bill,  or  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poiations  Bill.  If  such  a  clause  had  slipped 
into  sjiy  of  these  Bills  there  is  no  doubt  that 
next  year  we  should  be  told  that  the  local 
bodi^  had  to  find  the  money  whether  they 
liked  it  or  not.  What  I  say  is  that,  whenever 
any  alteration  is  required — and  I  know  one  will 
be  necessary  before  long — in  order  to  assist  in 
the  erection  of  school-buildings,  it  should  be 
done  by  amending  the  Education  Act,  and  not 
bj  coming  down  and  slipping  a  clause  into  a 
Bill  which  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Act.  Fancy  the  economy  of  a  Government 
which  borrows  money  and  lends  it  out  to 
Boards  of  Education,  charging  interest  for  it 
oat  of  the  very  loan  granted  by  the  Government  I 
Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  such  a  ridiculous  idea 
in  point  of  economy?  It  is  a  perfect  farce. 
I  may  mention  that  I  suggested  an  amendment 
to  the  Bill — which  I  suppose  I  have  now  the 
light  to  refer  to — to  enable  Harbour  Boards  to 
eharge  duty  on  property  belonging  to  railways, 
and  I  was  told  that  I  should  not  be  allowed  to 
do  this,  simply  because  it  would  interfere  with 
the  profits  of  the  railways!  That  is  a  pretty 
state  of  things.  The  public  arc  to  be  vic- 
timized in  one  direction  in  order  that  some- 
thing may  be  made  in  another  I  I  never  heard 
of  anything  more  ridiculous.  I  have  already 
mentioned  that  it  is  not  a  million  and  a  half 
that  we  are  going  to  borrow  this  year,  but  that, 
in  all  likelihood,  we  shall  borrow  two  and  a 
half  millions.  In  the  two  years  we  shall  bor- 
row half  a  million,  the  sinking  fund  which  we 
have  to  pay  in  the  two  years ;  and  then  there 
is  about  i;400,000  of  sinking  fund  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  loan  of  1876 ;  and,  if  that 
kan  is  inscribed  this  year,  which  it  is  very 
likely  to  be,  that  amount  also  will  go  to  public 
works,  so  that  we  shall  really  have  two  and  a 
half  millions  instead  of  one  and  a  half  to  spend 
in  the  two  years.  There  is  economy  for  you  I 
The  Premier  said  he  was  anxious  for  economy, 
and  that  he  intended  to  educate  the  country  to 
meet  the  difficulty  which  is  before  it,  and  teach 
it  that  it  must  cease  borrowing  altogether  in 
two  or  three  years.  But  I  think  honourable 
members  will  admit  that  there  has  been  no 
tach  extravagant  borrowing  during  the  last  five 
years  as  there  has  been  this  year ;  and  the 
lehedale  of  this  Bill  shows  me  a  lot  of  new 
ailways  which  are  to  be  made  simply  to  con- 
lolidate  votes. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  will  confine  my 
tamarks  to  stating  my  reasons  for  voting  as  I 
ihall  vote  on  this  Bill,  and  to  explaining  the 
podtion  in  which  I  stand  in  this  House.     I 


may  say  that  I  am  not,  as  is  pretty  well  known^ 
a  supporter  of  the  Government,  nor  shall  I  be 
so  long  as  the  Ministry  is  constituted  as  it 
is  at  present.  It  is  also  well  known  that  I 
am  not  a  supporter  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. Long  before  my  advent  to  this  House  I 
was  opposed  to  his  policy,  and  I  am  not  even 
now  satisfied  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  his 
return  to  those  benches.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed to  excessive  borrowing  as  any  member  of 
this  House ;  and  I  may  say  I  was  very  much 
gratified  to  find  that  Ministers,  in  obedience 
to  the  strongly-expressed  desire  of  the  people 
of  this  colony,  so  modified  their  borrowing  pro- 
posals as  to  bring  them  down  to  a  reasonable 
amount— an  amount  which,  after  listening  to- 
the  addresses  of  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  during  the  debate,  I  am  convinced  would 
not  be  materially  reduced  by  any  other  set  of 
gentlemen  who  might  hold  seats  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  At  the  same  time,  while  I  do 
not  take  exception  to  the  amount  proposed  ta 
be  borrowed,  I  certainly  do  take  exception  to 
the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  spent ; 
and,  if  I  could  hope  or  believe  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
was  an  amendment  intended  solely  to  work  in 
the  direction  of  retrenchment  in  any  way,  I 
would  support  it.  But  I  do  not  believo  th* 
amendment  goes  at  all  in  this  direction.  I 
think  that  those  of  us  who  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  can,  at  the  proper 
time,  take  steps  to  amend  it.  At  all  events, 
should  the  Bill  go  into  Conamittee,  that  is  tho 
course  I  intend  to  pursue;  and  I  hope  that, 
when  the  time  comes,  Ministers  will  bo  induced 
to  make  some  alterations  in  a  direction  that 
will  give  satisfaction  to  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers. I  am  exactly  in  the  same  position  with 
regard  to  this  matter  as  I  was  in  regarding  the 
amendment  brought  forward  last  session  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  I  then 
considered  that  no  real  retrenchment  could 
be  made  by  carrying  that  amendment:  in 
fact,  as  I  described  it  at  the  time,  it  was  a  sort 
of  shoddy  amendment ;  and  I  fear  that  there  is 
much  the  same  sort  of  thing  about  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura. 
The  state  of  the  labour-market  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time,  and 
especially  in  the  North  of  this  Island,  points 
to  the  desirability  of  having  as  little  delay  as 
possible  in  passing  the  public  works  estimates, 
so  that  works  may  be  put  in  hand  specially  in 
order  to  give  relief  to  those  unfortunate  people 
who  now  so  badly  want  something  to  do.  That 
is  another  reason  why  I  should  vote  for  tho. 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  Some  honourable 
members,  in  speaking  to  the  question,  have 
taken  exception  to  the  small  amount  allocated 
to  their  districts.  Well,  I  have  a  grievance  too. 
It  is  a  small  grievance,  and  is  connected  with 
the  district  which  I  represent.  It  is  in  regard 
to  the  amount  put  down  for  the  Gustomhouse 
at  Auckland.  Last  year  £4,000  was  put  on  the 
estimates  for  carrying  out  this  work ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
this  year  has  reduced  the  amount  to  £2,000.  I 
caimot  see  any  true  economy  in  this,  because,. 
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«8  I  un.lorstand,  th'»  Government  are  now  pay- 
ing reiit  for  very  unjiuitaWe  premises  in  which 
to  carry  on  ilw  work  of  the  u.-partment ;  ami 
the  amount  p.\id  so  paid  would  )'iore  than  cover 
the  interest  and  sinking  fund  en  the  amount 
necei?>ary  for  orpoimg  r.ew  bnililiu^js.  It  is  a 
work  which  is  virv  murli  nco  '.od.  bvcaiise  tho 
depanment  is  n'»\v  dn>;v!fr..u!y  i:r,mpfrc  a  for 
want  i  f  :\ccom:ii.«  '..\ti.  n.  I  have  oiily  to  j-ay,  in 
concIu«-ion,  liiat.^l.  Kudu  d^rert  i^-^ue  bt  r*..iced 
beforo  me.  I  sh^-iilvi  not  h-'^iiat.  13  dou.iat  1 
have  »'  n*^  jirn't-f'  ro.ai^Jt  v.::at  I  will  ai\\a\>  y\o 
while  :..-•  Mir.i'-trv  i^  o-n'-:i:,:tc  !  .i*.  it  i>  at  pr»»- 
ficnt.  i»u:  I  c,\:i:.it  :>^-:  hi  r.-:n.ni!.i:  ti.:?-- 
gent'.j  i:::!  fr~ri  l' V  ri.»\<  ri.i:.  :.:  J  r.  '...-l«v  a 
»ide-;s- je.  I  >.i...y.  tiur.  i  rt  \c  to  f  »r  the  joc^iid 
zoadir.^  of  the  !>:.). 

Mr.  \» .  F.  Hl\  :vLAXD. — There  ^t.^;  nic  re- 
mark iu  :'.;'■»  -:v  et  1:  of  l>.»-  I.::.c'.:ri'.'v  :iiL:r.  t 
for  Hokonui  \\:iioh  ftni. ':  i..-»  r^.^vr  f...:  '.v. 
Spenlv.i.c  .  I  v>\t  r -ity.  t  ».  ^..^i  tl.it.  a^.  I  i  ^ 
as  tit'  p;:  ..v."  Ws.N-*  p.''..o\  w/.<  :u  f.  r.^t.,a:i 
the  ijvntrr.ir.cnt  h\'\  ^cAir  t^.    ^.ve  r.  :.  y  :> 

ccna.i.  d.<:r  04!^,  so  i  r.^  vi.-:!  :  ;..v  ;>    : r 

power  to  jT-.in  >up'  rt  in  t  .:•«  i.  >  :*.  rri 
"^ijit.iile  m:\r.rur.  T  .^^  '.::  .:  '  '  c  l\  '\ 
fini^itd  his  svi.t  r.ce  \cr>  v»v"/..  :n  >..  .:  ^  ;'.  .: 
it  w.^v  ♦•.\n  t.y.,:.»..v^  ;r...L'>r."  1  .  :-.v  ".v 
ooncIi.>.cii  to  h:s  .o^.c  Wiv>  :..a:.  r.>  1^:.::  ^is  t.ty 
ba*.i  v..  ^..o-works  :r.. r.i y  t.>  >;m:.".  cr.  C'.r:»..n 
di:itr..:<,  iii^y  wcuM  r.-v,?  i:  ; »  j,...r.  ;•..•  vv;;-''.  :t 
of  ih --^  d:>:r.o:>.     I  ir.i>:  s.-.  •.  \   :'..  :  j /:  i  :.-» 

tiiis  I...  x.ri.ir.or.t  ...t  :n  p.  ..t.r  a'..;  :'...  .r  y...  .j 
woiks  i^  -  O"  ^  '^^^^^  the  ^'  "..:.-:  '...:.;  ^^  ;1-  :r 
pur^*.  .;v:nv  tJie  V\  ailua  i\.«:!^>  1.^..vvav.  >>*.  :.j 
Will  tJ.e  h.^nv^;;:a:  :e  :r;:^:..r  i..  ,w  ;..-— cr 
ain-i^.  \.  *v.r:t  r.T  ;.  .\:  ».^:^'.^.  >;>  >..vh  a  :  -:.l.-.-t. 

Mr.  K.M  \;rx  -  >*r,  1  :  ^.  :^  .-:\r.  i^  .: 
in  ov«.vi  i>..i;  ;ir.v  }•.:.  .;r.-..  .  -*  ,  ..  .r -1:  •/..i 
ch:ir^e  ;ir<;\ir  w.;l:  f.  ..u::;^  a  v-  ».:. :..-.:  :  -,^ 
US  to  Wit  thim  to  pur.' ...>.^  a  r:;..v:iy  l:i  t  _:.-.: 
be  i>  ;:.:iT\>:*  v.  '^ 

Mr  >in  VK!  K  -1:  i<c\ary^-:  :•:  ^-;o-:: 
impi  to  ur.Wvi'.N  :r..:.\.>  iv-  i.:.-.  n.:^!  .r  :.r 
the  \\.»\  ;u  wl:  n>  >.,   ^.x.>  V  .>  %.;.>. 

Mr.  W.  l\  r^lvKl  VN:V-1  do  n.:  ::..:ik 
that  an  ur.Ao.:   \  r/,x  ;.\*v 

M:  >r>  W:  ::  No:  t>.5:  V.o  -:.:-:.<  \.:o 
iw  #ry'v:;  of  a  v>.\xT:r-.  :  t^  .: /...-ot- ::  :•.: 
jH:ro   ,i>'o\v  -^  r^  ^^:'>^  ^'0.  \»".   X ..  o.    ;>  r  tvr.^:..". ' 

M:.  V\  ^  K.  in  V  \:  vN:^-i  uu^;.u  ;o  ^. ; 
li^.or,  \  v'.w;  ;v.  '   >  vl.x;:  .-:.. 

M:  ^  :  t  A  K  >  ;v  --  V.-..»  v.\.  :::  x»'*..j.i  ;:  : 
bv\sv..o,v.'  e  VI  *■;..' v.*. Aii  v.;»  n  vi.^  ic;  it*  jl.. 
IvAx  o  ;  :   a:     :.-v-,:,\,  ,:^. 

>iO  ^^o.^o,^^.^  X  ;y\;\x..,,  o^  ,,  .*  ,...j»  ,:  o.  ..•.- 
''JV*';  v.^  o;;?  'O'v^.::  ra '«,',>>-  V», :,  :v  s;a;,  .  i 
:*v>^';  ,  vv  )«.'  A  >o  >dt.  ,\  I,  }ti  , ,'  x^N.-.  y^,x\v. 
x^,  t. ,  c;;.,".  •  ,  VT.  ti>.  .-:  y.xv  i.-  \  ..« ..  i^v;  *' 
\'a  >  >o,  ,  •  .  ..:'«*  .^  >*^^"<  :  ^:  :«,  r; 
>'0  ^.  .:x  x»  ,  .  ,v   »  ...  >       .^  »  .  V        ;  :,^  o.  .. 

pl,%^    «     0  O  .i.  »  ".  ,  N.        V»  ,      .   .;  \«  Ax  .  ,  .^   V.   y'    »   .  A*^ 

4^ro  ^  4  t  r  •  o.- .*..'vi,  ,  *..,•/  .v:  :,c  :",o-»..-v ... 
si»^\i  A  '..  ,:,r  >.,.".  V  ...  V  %x  r,ji^.  ,<.;  ><r",- 
TTv,  >    ,'  V.' , . ; .    ;     ^'  V  ^  .  "^   ^ .'  V,  .    .,    v;  .  .'  >^  o ..  ,i 
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the  scheJald  for  the  Seaward  Bush  line.  5«| 
the  Seaward  Bush  line  in  this  amendment 
£10,('00  more  allotted  to  it  than  it  had  ia 
schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill.  The  only  two 
tiuns,  therefore,  arc  putting  more  money 
the  Seaward  Bash  line,  and  also  with  respi 
to  the  idea  that  we  shoiild  finish  present  lia 
iR-foro  commencing  new  ones.  Therefore 
IjLil  to  see  the  soundness  of  his  logic  wheal 

vy.s  t.iat  he  is  go  iiij  to  vote  against  the 
ii.u;  a:;d  I  am  dr.ven  to  the  conclusion  th 
t^.t^e  is  some  motive-power  at  work  which 
^tr...:  5  r  t.  .an  the  S  award  Bush  line,  or  ti 
r.r^-:...vnt  that  old  lines  should  be  complefei 
j  1'  f^re  i.ew  cnes  are  commenced.  I  would 
"....•_•  to  ^.lv  or.e  cr  two  words  about  the 
p!  j>  e.i.  \\  iien  I  first  came  to  the  House  I  ada 
:.  r  a  r.t.im  showing  the  amount  that  had  bei 
exv*  !.  u  1  on  the  unemployed  in  the  Soiztl 
T..at  ir.  .1:  n  was  opposed  by  the  Govemmflol 
.v.d  v..i>  d.f-.ated  in  the  House;  bat  we  kna 
:^:v:  f.r  y^jirs  past  a  large  amount  of  moo^ 
1...'.  i-.  ^i.  ^pr?nt  down  south  in  this  dizectkri 
r.';  .  d;r.:.i:  the  wiiolc  of  that  time  the  Nod 
... '.  i:. :  j'.t  a  cent  sprnt  in  that  respect.  Na 
t  ..:  w^  '..'.ve  cur  Ki.Ie  trouble  in  the  NoaH 
::  soems  to  be  a  strange  thing 
.'.'•:-  iiiciub<.r5  from  the  South  find 

:.ave  lucal  authcrities,  and  that 
;  ::u:n  that  these  sl:ould  do  e' 
^..   may  come   sooner  than  we 
.e  Ioc:d  autlioritics  will  have  to  do 
'.'.>e. 

:.  IlICHARDSON. 
..1  "*  a 

•-.cu:-.:hs,  ] 

F.  Bl  L  KLAXD.— That  brings  mew 
rk  vhirh  I  get  up  to  make  in  regiai| 
'  1:^  wrrks  pohcy.  If  we  look  4j 
:»:  T.o  have  got  into  at  the  procfli 
...1  nui  that  there  is  an  immeiti 
:  —1. ;.*.'.  c:  ui.:iupr?ved  land  lying  alongsidlj 
;..e  ra..>*^ys.  li  we  branch  oiT  from  the  mtiHr 
..:-c,  r.::  a  :\r  dUtance — certain h'  a  great  deti 
i^'.,\zii  :l..'.r.  wL€r>?  the  old  settlers  used  to  httllt 
:.-  :rA  . .  :o  ^.-s  to  their  market — you  will  find  It 
Arj^t  ir-..:  cf  ur.:>ccupied  territory.  While  H* 
...x»c  ^..  il.is  lari,  surely  we  have  no  need  tt 
yufl:  czi  cur  rai.ways  anywhere  at  the  preseil 
;  -Ut  :.r  the  purp.-*?*  of  opening  up  the  lands <f 
:..:  .-..::;-.  1  think,  cnul  you  have  usedtbf 
-l:-..:  ;jj  bare  alr>?ady  open  more  fully  thaa 
j  :_i  va.-£  as  present,  there  is  no  occasion  to 
i-..i.v?  ^y  r.€w  lines  for  that  purpose.  W« 
.• ..:..:,  1.  tr^:..re,  tc  ccntiJer  the  real  necessil^ 
•.T  xrr.'i:  c-  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  01 
11-  K 1.  c  rii  ^  A}  $ — as  f&r  as  some  of  those  thil 
AT.  y:.  >>4-.-.  are  cxr^icerz^d,  we  might  just  M 
» . ,.  ui  Ixi  fiJTiis  «r  cut  dc  wn  bush — but  it  is  far 
:  ^f  J  -i.o>.f  ci  fpeniing  n:cney  in  the  colony. 
1-  ii  2>  in*  real  c'r;ect.  It  is  for  the  puipoM 
.-:  TA'  -t  !;.:«: rost.'  There  can  be  no  dooU 
i..».  .i;  ;..i5.  'Ae  speni  a  million  a  year  on  « 
A  .  r/.^.  j^I  T^ta,  cf  course,  prodnoes  a  lai|B 
jL.  .'  ci  £rai<  aad  a  lazge  amoimt  of  Oi- 
;;  V*  r^  » /  r  -f,  whicJi  kelps  to  pay  our  inteztH 
cd  i.:{  Jm .  re:!  we  muly  do  not  care  mock 
A>.  .-1  u  ^  «  crk  c::i  which  w»  spend  the  mcaitf» 
^  ;o:a«s^.  v::i;^esiipajsociioi.iradoiiot8aaii 
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to  benefit  much  by  it.  Why  not,  by  way  of  a 
Qhange,  instead  of  running  up  all  these  lines 
which  are  not  going  to  pay,  try  and  spend  the 
money  in  some  other  way  ?  No  recent  ^linis- 
kiy  have  brought  in  any  idea  of  anything  but 
nikkiiig  roads  and  railways.  We  have  got  al- 
most enough  railways  and  roads  for  the  country 
ve  have  opened  up,  and  it  will  bo  a  very 
ierioufl  question  whether  the  half-million  of 
money  we  are  spending  on  roads  would  not  do 
more  good  Chan  if  spent  on  railways  simply  for 
the  reason  that  it  was  to  be  spent.  There  is  a 
laige  amount  of  money  sent  out  of  tho  colony, 
moreover,  for  railway  material  when  tho  money 
is  spent  on  railways,  so  that  we  do  not  get  tlie 
idvantage  of  that  here.  It  is  a  very  sad  thing 
to  think  that,  with  the  small  population  we 
have  in  this  colony,  and  the  vast  millions  of 
money  we  have  spent,  we  should  be  in  the 
position  that  we  are  in  to-day,  of  not  being  able 
;  to  employ  the  labour  we  have  in  the  country. 
,  We  are  not  able  to  keep  our  floating  popula- 
I  ftion  without  the  borrowing  of  a  certain  sum  of 
!  money  every  year ;  and  that  is  the  problem  we 
i  have  to  solve.  The  question  is,  How  are  we  to 
I  doit?  Are  we  to  go  on  borrowing  for  tho  pur- 
[  pose  of  keeping  these  people  in  employment  or 
j  not,  or  are  we  to  find  some  other  means  of 
employing  them  ?  In  travelling  over  the  Auck- 
land-Waikato  Railway  everybody  is  struck 
with  the  idea  that  the  trade  of  the  world  and 
ttmpetition  is  so  keen  now  that  the  growing  of 
wheat  and  grain  of  all  sorts  is  not  half  so 
profitable  as  it  used  to  bo,  and  the  cost  of 
Inducing  a  great  many  other  staple  articles 
18  such  tiiat  it  really  does  not  pay  to  employ 
lahoTir  to  the  same  extent  that  wo  used  to  do. 
ind  I  hold  that  if  the  Government,  out  of  tho 
tmoont  of  a  million  and  a  half  which  they  are 
fomg  to  borrow,  would  spend  £10,000,  instead 
d  on  some  useless  railway  or  bridge,  in  the 
poetical  testing  of  some  method  of  providing 
amployment  for  the  people,  the.  money  would 
he  very  fairly  spent ;  and  while  it  was  being 
^ent  it  would  be  raising  the  interest.  There 
•»  many  things  that  could  be  tested  in  this 
wlony,  particularly  in  the  North  of  Auckland, 
.fdvate  individuals  will  not  take  up  these 
^filings,  somehow.  But  why  not  let  the  Govern- 
liient,  instead  of  spending  money  on  a  ^linister 
;fiC  Forestry,  or  sending  people  who  had  never 
Men  oranges  to  America  to  see  what  they  are 
fike,  test  some  of  the  great  industries  that 
Iwmsh  in  climates  like  Uiat  to  which  I  have 
lefezred?  Let  the  Government  introduce  an 
irticle,  and  show  the  people  how  it  is  manu- 
iKtored:  so  in  regard  to  the  manufacture 
dI  silk,  the  growing  of  tea,  and  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tobacco.  Let  us  import  people  who 
*e  thoroughly  trained  and  understand  tho 
voik,  and  give  such  industries  a  fair,  practical 
KaL  This  would  be  a  great  deal  better  than 
mending  the  money  on  useless  railways,  as  at 
Represent  time.  With  regard  to  the  mining 
tterest,  instead  of  having  professors  going 
Imnd  the  colony  and  giving  lectures  which  the 
nditors  forget  as  soon  as  the  professors  have 
^appeared,  let  every  village  in  the  colony  have 
^  ease  fixed  up  containing  samples  of  the  dif- 


ferent minerals,  and  so  forth,  and  the  different 
materials  used  in  the  process  of  manufacture^ 
so  that  they  may  bo  brought  face  to  face  with 
them,  and  bo  able  to  recognize  them  if  they 
accidentally  come  across  them  in  their  travels.. 
That  would  be  far  more  profitable  than  the 
billet  even  of  the  Minister  of  Mines  liimRclf,  and.' 
it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Ini 
regard  to  borrowing,  v?e  spend  a  great  deal  in 
one  or  two  instances  in  trying  to  develop  tho 
mineral  resources  of  the  colony,  and  we  might 
just  as  well  spend  it  in  this  direction  as  on 
railways  that  do  not  pay,  or  anything  else. 
Men  might  bo  engaged  in  putting  in  tunnels. 
They  would  be  employed,  and  we  should  be 
paying  the  interest,  and  this  kind  of  work 
would  be  as  reproductive  as  any  work  on  which 
they  could  be  engaged.  I  am  certain  it  would 
bo  a  splendid  thing  for  tho  Government  to  un- 
dertake, and  we  should  reap  enormous  profits. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  that  sort  of  work  that 
wo  might  attempt;  but  this  indiscriminate 
borrowing  for  railway  construction  I  consider  a 
great  mistake.  Tho  East  and  West  Coast  Bail- 
way  we  have  not  finished  with  yet,  and  that,  to 
a  certain  extent,  will  not  be  a  debt  on  the 
colony.  If  the  English  people  make  it,  and 
make  money  out  of  it,  it  will  be  all  the  better 
for  the  colony ;  but  if  it  is  a  failure  as  far  as 
profits  go,  wo  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Whether  it  will  bo  as  profitable  as  some  people 
try  to  make  out  or  not,  however,  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  to  havo  granted  the 
company  the  interest  on  tho  money,  and  let  the 
company  manage  it ;  because,  as  has  been  said, 
we  have  got  into  a  cast-iron  system  of  railway 
management,  and  there  is  no  bonding  it  at  all ; 
and  the  Government  have  a  happy  knack  of 
driving  away  business  instead  of  attracting  it. 
All  their  actions  tend  in  that  direction  :  if  you 
go  to  them  at  any  time  they  do  not  attempt  to 
meet  you  in  any  way,  but  they  simply  go  by 
these  cast-iron  rules,  which  do  not  apply  to 
the  colony  in  all  cases.  Every  locality  wants 
different  treatment  from  others,  but  we  could 
bring  about  nothing  of  that  sort  witliout  an 
alteration  in  our  system.  I  think  it  would 
be  better  for  tho  colony  now  to  try  some 
system  of  local  management  of  railways,  as 
the  present  system  is  not  a  succci^s.  I  fail  to 
see  that  we  are  getting  any  bettor :  certainly,, 
the  management  has  not  been  any  better  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  I  do  not  wish  ta 
detain  the  House  any  further,  except  to  record 
my  protest  against  this  borrowing  of  money 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  spending  so  much 
money  a  year.  And  I  would  just  like  to  say 
that,  from  tho  tone  of  tho  speeches  of  the 
Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  last  night, 
I  think  there  is  a  slight  danger  of  a  lapse 
occurring,  as  far  as  our  borrowing  is  con- 
cerned. I  heard  the  Treasurer  say  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  ought  to  know, 
or  did  know,  that  raising  a  loan  was  rather 
a  ticklish  thing  at  the  present  time.  Now,, 
while  we  are  fortifying  the  whole  of  our  ports 
against  the  Russians,  are  we  fortifying  our- 
selves against  not  being  able  to  borrow  any 
more  on  the  London  money-market? — becaus© 
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the  consequences  of  our  not  being  able  to 
borrow  would  be  a  great  deal  worse  than  the 
consequences  that  would  result  from  a  visit  of 
the  Russians.  Tlie  Russians  could  only  knock 
down  a  few  buildings  and  take  away  a  little 
money ;  but  the  stoppage  of  (^  loan  on  the 
English  market  would  plunge  the  colony  into 
baiikruptcy— it  would  put  us  in  a  fearful  posi- 
tion !  I  hold  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  knock  ofi 
the  fortifications,  and  for  the  ^linistry  to  try 
to  rack  their  brains  to  bring  in  measures  to 
avert  the  disaster  that  will  occur  supposing 
our  loans  arc  refused  in  tlic  London  market. 
There  is  another  matter,  scarcely  connected 
with  a  public-works  debate,  but  I  wisii  to  refer 
to  it.  \Vhilc  the  colony  is  not  in  a  good  position, 
while  wo  have  from  all  parts  of  it  cries  about 
^'  the  unemployed,"  and  while  the  destitution 
which  has  bti^un  in  the  South  is  gradually 
coming  in  the  directiVn  of  Auckland,  we  have 
from  lifty  to  a  hundred  i^ills  on  this  Order 
Paper,  and  we  arc  workinij  away  on  these  Bills, 
^nd  there  is  not  one  of  liiem  that  really  deals 
with  the  question  of  givinij  relief  to  the  colony. 
I  think  wo  are  very  wrong  in  that  respect, 
and  that  we  ought,  us  business  nun,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  position  of  the  colony. 
There  has  been  a  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  position  of  the  colony  ;  hut  wo 
ought  to  appoint  ourselves  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  tuko  up  that  question,  and  we  ought 
to  have  P>ills  brought  in  which  would  enable  us 
to  consider  the  good  of  the  colony,  and  not 
simply  be  dealing  with  the  consolidated  mea- 
sures that  we  are  having.  There  is  another 
•question  which  should  receive  very  largo  con- 
sideration, and  that  is  the  rabbit  question. 
That  question,  if  one  would  look  at  the  plans 
outside  this  room,  is  a  very  serious  one.  We, 
fortunately,  have  not  felt  it  in  Auckland ;  but, 
from  what  I  can  gather,  we  do  not  know  that 
the  time  may  not  come  when  we  shall  have  an 
inroad  of  rabbits  as  bad  as  we  have  them  in 
the  South,  and  the  rabbit-plague  is  such  a 
plague  that  that  alone  might  reduce  the  colony 
to  a  fearful  condition.  Instead  of  continuing 
with  a  few  merely  political  railways,  and  in- 
stead of  squabblmg  over  the  expending  of 
another  million  or  two,  I  think  our  undivided 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  consideration, 
like  reasonable  men,  of  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  that  we  should  earnestly  set  to 
work  to  try  and  give  more  relief  to  it  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  LAKE. — At  this  late  time  of  the  after- 
noon, after  the  prolonged  sitting  of  last  night, 
I  have  been  troubling  my  head  for  some  time 
to  find  out  what  there  is  really  at  the  bottom 
■of  this  objection  to  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura.  If  I 
understand  the  statement  reiterated  again  and 
agam  by  the  Premier  —  and  with  which  I 
heartily  concur — that  his  desire  is  that  the  ex- 
isting railways  should  be  carried  as  soon  as 
possible  to  a  paying  point,  surely  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  has  met  him  half- 
way. What  he  said  was  simply  this  :  that  new 
lines  which  have  no  particular  prospect  of 
paying  should  not  bo  considered  at  a  time 
Mr,  W,  F,  Buclcland 


when  the  colony  is  admitted  to  be  almort 
the  brink  of  a  precipice ;  and  I  tliink  whati 
said  last  night  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  i 
at  least  a  very  strong  warning  to  us  th&t 
were  very  much  nearer  the  dangerous  pooj 
than  we  perhaps  expected.  I  do  not  know  iM 
I  need  go  into  every  item  of  the  Public  Wodi 
Statement.  That  has  been  treated  by  U 
better  hands  than  myself ;  but,  before  I  say 
few  words  upon  it,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  oi 
or  two  remarks  made  by  different  speakers,  h 
the  first  place,  though  it  seems  a  long  time  t| 
go  back,  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the  veqf 
curious  defence  made  by  the  Native  Minista^ 
to  the  charges  of  wasting  money  in  the  popj 
chase  of  lands — a  very  curious  defence ;  audi 
very  curious  corollary,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  b$ 
found  in  well-known  events.  We  had  tlM| 
purchase  of  Mr.  Churton's  property.  That  &p»> 
pears,  according  to  the  Premier,  to  have  beo^ 
perfectly  answered  by  the  statement  that  It] 
was  made  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Judge] 
of  the  Native  Land  Court ;  but  I  fail  to  sat: 
that  that  justified  the  Government  in  giving 
more  than  double  the  property- tax  value  for' 
that  property.  The  property  was  valued,  ao>! 
cording  to  the  last  property-tax  valuation,  tiL] 
£'2,000:  it  has  been  purchased  through  »; 
commission  agent  for  £4,600,  and  £200  added 
for  commission  to  the  buyer ;  and,  when  taxed- 
w ith  this,  what  was  the  answ*er  that  the  Natint! 
Minister  gave?  *'Tho  property- tax  does  not 
represent  the  real  value."  If  that  i^  the  casi;, 
why  do  they  not  keep  to  that  plan?  Had 
they  kept  to  that  plan,  possibly  we  should  noi 
have  had  the  notorious  purchase  at  the  Nortli 
Shore,  Auckland.  I  understand  that  in  that 
case  the  property- tax  valuation  led  to  donW* 
tho  value  of  the  land  being  given.  In  that 
case  the  Government  say,  "The  property-lai 
value  was  so  much  :  we  could  not  give  less," 
In  Churton's  case  they  say,  "The  property- 
tax  value  is  £2,000  :  wo  must  give  double  the 
value."  Surely,  if  the  argument  is  good  in  one 
case,  the  argument  in  t!ie  other  must  be  wrong. 
Then,  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  one 
or  two  remarks  in  which  it  appears  to  ma 
that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the 
honourablo  member  for  Auckland  West  were 
greatly  mistaken.  Those  two  honourable  gentle- 
men went  to  considerable  trouble  to  show  and 
to  contrast  tho  difference  in  tho  treatment  ol 
the  Native  question  under  the  late  Native 
Minister  and  the  recent  Native  Minister.  I 
could  hardly  imagine  any  language  much  mow 
undignified  than  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
used  when  he  referred  to  '•  the  great  speech" 
and  *'  the  little  speech,"  and  charged  the 
member  for  Egmont  with  that  pe^tishness 
which  was  so  conspicuous  a  feature  in  his 
own  speech.  But  I  do  not  think  that  many 
gentlemen  in  this  colony  will  agree  with  him 
with  regard  to  the  statements  he  made  re- 
specting tho  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara.  He  talked  about  the  Parihaka  afair, 
and  spoke  of  sending  up  troops,  and  the  white 
horse,  with  all  the  banter  he  possibly  could; 
but  I  hold  that  the  present  House  believ« 
that  the  present  Native  Minister  would  never 
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have  dared  to  show  his  face  had  it  not  been 
for  the  action  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara.     The   present  Native  Minister  is 
acting  ap  to  his  light,  and  I  believe— at  least, 
I  hope  — his  action  will  bo  successful;  but  I 
«iy  that  he  could  never  have  advanced  to  the 
position  he  now  holds  had  it  not  been  for  the 
decided  steps  once  taken  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara.     Another  honourable 
gentleman,  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land West,  expressed  very  great  astonishment 
that  the  honourable   member  for  Waitotara 
should  have  resigned  his  position  because  of 
the  non- agreement    of    his    colleagues    with 
him  on  a  point  of  policy  on    one  occasion. 
I  can  quite    believe    ho   was    astonished,   for 
no  one  in  this  House  could  believe  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  West  would 
so  have   resigned    had    he    had    the    oppor- 
'  timity.    But  he  will  never  have   that  oppor- 
tonitv  given    to  him.     He  speaks,   agaiu,  of 
Tacilfation  and  change   of  front  on  tho  part 
of  the  honourable  member  for    Egmont.    It 
is  rather  early  for  tho  member  for  Auckland 
West  to  expect  the  House  to  forget  that  it  is 
not   long   since   that    honourable    gentleman 
paraded  about  as  the  self -styled  leader  of  a 
non-existent  party.    It  is  not  so  very  long 
ago  that  that   honourable  gentleman   so  far 
a&smued  to  himself  power   that  he   actually 
had  not   got,   that    he    sent    a    verbal   com- 
munication   to    the   honourable  member  for 
Egmont  stating  that  he  was  prepared  to  treat 
with  him.    I  hope  that  this  is  tho  last  that 
we  shall  ever  hear  of  that  honourable  gentle- 
man  upbraiding    others    with   vacillation    or 
:  change  of  front.     There   is  one  thing  we  all 
inow.   The  political  weathercock  looks  straight 
:  to  the  quarter  whence  favours  are  supposed 
:  to  come :  and   in  that  position  that  honour- 
j  able  gentleman  will  always  be  found.    Now 
;  I  will  refer  to  one  or  two  remarkable  things 
;  introduced  in   this  debate.     And  first  of  all, 
as  to  this  land-purchase  question.    The  Na- 
tive Minister  tells  us  that  the  colony  requires 
4  krge   amount    of    land    for    tho    purpose 
■  «£  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway ;  and  he 
I  tells  us,  at  another  time,  that  the  Parliament 
i  lorced  this  acquisition  of    land   upon   them. 
Well,  I  do  not  deny  that  thero  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  in  that  direction — that  the  land  should 
be  acquired.    But  I  think  it  was  equally  mani- 
fest that  the  time  when  the  land  should  have 
':  been  acquired  w^as  before  the  railway  was  com- 
menced—  that    suggestion  was  supported  by 
honourable    members    on    both    sides  of    tho 
House ;  but  the  Government  must  needs  rush 
into  that  railway  with  what  I  may  call  almost 
indecent  haste ;  and  the  result  of  it  is  that  we 
■ahall  pick  up  all  the  rubbishy  country,  and  not 
A  single  acre  of  good  land.    The  land  within 
thirty   miles    of    Te     Awamutu    is     perhaps 
some  of  the   best   land   in  the    colony;   but 
I  do  not  think  the  Maoris  are  likely,  within 
the  next  four  or  five  years,  to  part  with  it. 
Then  the  honourable  gentleman  states  that, 
because  the  House  urged  upon  him  that  it  was 
Becessary  to  acquire  Native  land,  therefore  it 
^as  just  and  proper  to  charge  those  Native 


lands,  no  matter  what  the  quality  was,  to  tho 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  We  are  told 
that  the  railway  will  be  credited  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  that  will  bo  sold.  Well,  we 
have  some  little  experience  of  what  becomes 
of  Government  land  when  sold  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  The  making  of  roads  and  gene- 
ral arrangements  for  the  opening  of  the  land  for 
settlement  leave  very  little  profit  on  tlio  land. 
But  what  are  we  to  expect  in  this  case  ?  Is  it 
not  almost  a  certainty  that  the  land  will  be 
opened  under  perpetual  leaso  or  deferred  pay- 
ment—perpetual lease,  probably?  and  so  it  may 
be  a  thousand  years  before  wo  got  any  money 
out  of  it.  We  have  now,  from  all  sides  of  the 
country,  people  coming  and  begging  to  be  re- 
leased from  engagements  which  they  havo 
entered  into  with  their  eyes  open.  The  de- 
ferred-payment settlers,  tho  pastoral  tenants, 
and  the  holders  of  these  much-laudod  perpetual 
leases  are  all  in  the  samo  boat ;  and  I  do  not 
know  what  steps  the  Government  will  take  to 
get  rid  of  those  demands  that  aro  rushing  in 
upon  them.  Then,  as  to  tho  proposal  to  cha.rgc 
cost  of  Native  lands  to  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan,  I  appeal  to  the  southern 
members  especially,  as  thoy  had  tho  choice 
of  this  route,  and  we  are  indebted  to  them 
for  having  given  us  a  patient  consideration, 
and  I  do  hope  they  will  all  stand  up  against 
this  iniquitous  proposition  and  cast  it  out. 
I  will  not  allude  to  the  minor  provision 
of  2^  per  cent,  being  taken  out  for  hospital 
and  charitable  aid,  further  than  to  say  that 
the  money  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
and  this  iij  per  cent,  for  hospital  and  charit- 
able-aid purposes,  might  just  as  woU  have 
been  taken  out  of  funds  for  the  Otago  Central 
Railway  or  any  other  line  as  from  this  line. 
It  seems  to  me  that,  as  tho  money  was  voted 
for  a  specific  purpose,  the  purpose  of  making 
that  North  Island  line,  most  certainly  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  at  a  distance  from  the 
railway — some  of  them  are  twenty-fivo  miles 
from  the  line — cannot  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  expense  of  acquiring  either  tho  railway  or 
the  plant.  Of  course,  we  know  tho  straits  the 
Government  were  in  to  make  that  wonderful 
£800,000  come  out  somehow;  and  therefore 
perhaps  it  is  not  very  much  to  bo  wondered 
at  that  they  should  find  out  this  extraordinary 
item  of  rolling-stock— £300,000— which  they 
havo  used  for  the  purpose  of  converting  what 
was  practically  a  dcHcit  into  a  surplus.  But  I 
would  warn  the  House  of  this :  that  this  rail- 
way material — much  of  which  is  allocated  to 
different  districts  for  years  before  it  can  be 
wanted — is  taken  from  our  ordinary  stock,  and 
if  it  is  allocated  to*  those  lines  it  moans  that 
next  year  we  shall  have  to  go  on  tho  loan- 
market  and  buy  a  large  amount  of  material  to 
replace  it.  Either  the  Government  obtained  a 
great  deal  of  material  that  they  did  not  want, 
or  else  they  must  replace  what  they  are  taking 
away.  Another  point  is  the  way  in  which  tho 
money  for  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
has  been  spent  upon  purposes  which  we  cannot 
find  any  evidence  of  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement.    In  Appendix  H  to  Table  D.-l  of 
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t)io  Publio  Works  Statement  of  1885  I  remem- 
bor  reading  a  most  glowing  atatoment,  which 
1  fancy  did  not  exactly  seem  to  be  the  pro- 
duction of  od\  otficial.  It  spoke  of  the  Wanga- 
nui  Uiver,  ami  wont  into  raptures  over  the 
boautios  of  the  Bccnery,  and  said  tliat  hereafter 
t(^tirist.4  would  come  from  the  north  and  tlio 
8<uth  to  the  rivor,  and  go  down  to  tlie  Town  of 
Wanganui.  I  thought,  myself,  that  it  almost 
had  too  much  of  the  ring  of  ix)etry  for  a 
prartioal  otticial.  I  turned  to  sec  who  was 
liki'ly  to  bo  tho  author  of  it.  As  far  as  1  can 
»oo,  it  really  must  have  been  iii*;pircd.  at  any 
rato,  I'V  the  Native  Minister,  Tho  Minister 
Bays  "  No."  Well,  it  is  a  very  str\npe  coinci- 
Uonec  of  noblo  minds.  It  was  to  the  following 
oHoet : — 

"  lndo]>omlenlly  of  giving  access  to  the  rail- 
way duriiiK  (NMistruction,  the  iinprovenicnt  of 
i\\v  Wim^ivmu  is  a  work  of  co!i>id»  nxble  im- 
port unoo  in  Cvvinicction  with  the  tm.iio  on  the 
lifcihvuN.  For  iho  whole  distance  from  Tua- 
Uirtnvnui  to  i!k'  open  country,  len  miles  from 
Iho  j»ea,  tlio  ii\er  tlows  throii.«;h  gor ;- s  :iud 
oaiions  of  i>un^:\N<ing  beuiuy  i^n  i  piMiuieiir.  so 
that  itciw.not  i.ul  to  iKOoioe  a  popul.ir  tourists' 
r\»uto.  'l\njr;-«ts  will  Cv"»  north  ar.vl  south  uy 
nvil  to  T.iumuiariii.  niul  bv  ro.ul  from  X.;ni  r, 
auvi  tlhuoo  ilown  the  ri>cr  to  tJ'.e  lov.ii  of 
Wanfj.umi.** 

{  ask  if  tl  At  sounds  liko  the  businos5-';\o 
ivMumeiu  of  the  onimary  puMio  works  crV^i.\l. 
\  uni  Iv -.ind  to  t,»ko  ib.o  i;en..\l  of  the  M.r.i-^^.T 
Ti  Tulv'.o  Work^  \\\M  iV.o  N;\;;vo  Mmistcr  \\a? 
llio  »\\i/\or  of  It;  hut  th^r^^  is  a  mv.-mIat  c."»- 
miuK«xO  \i\  th.o  faol  ihcU  ihroi:.:-..  u:  ih.v^ 
^^^o^v^^•  N'Vv-o'^v'sof  ih.:\t  hotioun^Mo  s:e::t'.t  ::i.-,:i 
h  ,^  Ov  *  : ., :  ;  1  \  u  i^; «.  s  i  lio  i :u prvn  e m er. t  e :  :  1:  j 
\\,  .'. \,  »,i  U;\vr  ;\N  one  of  tho  ^rreAt  iuvt>>.;:x< 
o!  ;  .0  *\.\.  Ho  te's  r.s  t'*:\t  i:  :s  ao>.  *..;:.  "y 
lu  *'  N-v^'.N  :h.:;;  :*..^  rtxcr  ^V.oulvi  Iv  v.iA^g  /.  a*:.; 
*,;i». .o..i  wo'.NN  OxW.Uvl  v;i:»  1  tvoc  .^c:  \-«- 
i»-N^  .\  //.At  h.o  >>;:a  jl-WW  c^Uv'^t  lo  Iv'  >:  u; 
\:*v  ^  s'\',.,  •  •  jj  tlv.s  t.vor»  *;;xl  ir.At  i>»r  ,*;,...:* 
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miles  away  from  the  line,  some  evideoiBl 
should  bo  shown  that  it  is  wanted.  Then,m 
can  sec  traces  of  a  road  being  made  torn 
Kaura  to  Waiweka,  and  down  to  the  rivets 
a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles.  I  camiot  fiad 
any  detailed  act^ounts  of  that,  and  I  preiiBBi 
it  won  111  come  under  the  heading  of  "  Roai 
aloni^'-iile  the  North  Island  Tronk  Plailway,ta 
give  accts--."  But  I  f ail  lo  see  how  it  canki 
said  til  at  lite  sna;!£;ing  of  the  Wanganui  Biiq 
can  give  a'  ci  >s  to  the  line.  Then,  with  regid 
to  tho  tuniu'l,  it  was  undertaken  before  siq| 
other  ]Kat  of  the  line,  1  imxLgine,  in  order tti 
be  reaoy  1>\  th.'  t.me  tho  line  was  brought  19 
to  it;  anl  st  )'.\s  will  soon  be  brought  up  It 
that  t'lniit'l  as  they  have  been  brought  up  la 
the  pn-^cTit  —  fjura  To  Awamutu.  Not  ooi 
p  T.nyw  irih  uf  i^.-o.lb  has  passed  up  the  river  to 
that  timr.e:.  Tiitu.  about  the  general  treat- 
ment of  railv.ay  aff.urs,  the  Premier  yester«jay 
a^ki'd  ::s,  in  v.  ry  forcible  and  glowing  iangaag«^ 
tiX  p^i:.:  owl  V..O  blot.  That  is  a  ques'joa 
vhi/'..  1  am  pifuctly  sure,  he  is  justiiieu  ia 
a-kii.^'.  a:,  l  I  t-wn  that  the  bulk  of  complaint^' 
are  i'»  l:.  :.•  r.-.l  tvnl  00  not  specify  the  partial' 
lar  p  .!.:<  'n  xvl-ich  the  management  fails;; 
1>  :t  I  I'.sX  ::jt  i.iii.k  any  one  in  the  conntif 
will  s..y  :h..ii  tL^re  is  any  satisfaction,  frcHft. 
o:ie  t::/;  cf  the  cclcny  to' the  other,  with  »• 
fvr-.  :.oe  ;>  t'.ic  management  of  tho  railways. 
_  Tl.e  p:.^!.:  ::.:ii-:jr  for  Public  Works  and 
\  al>-»  tie  N..:lve  Mmist:>r.  before  coming  into 
'  o:V.  *e,  €  M  -:  -<.  !  tbem-elves  in  favonr  of  a  uoa-. 
10'..:  o.\".  r  rl  :o  :ri.\:^.age  the  railways.  Pe^i 
,  >vx;..;;;y.  I  J. .  :  ;  l,.'.it.ve  in  such  a  Board,  and : 
■  r-.n  !  .-:  ?•:  :.-s. '.  tl.r.:  tliey  dropped  it:  bnfej 
::;e  r..V  .^  Vi\.:ks  Minister  said  tnat  he  wouldi 
:.o:  rcT..'.  -.  in  vi^ce  unless  he  bad  his  way m 
:  :•;  r.. '.::.r.  Nj-.  njiwithstanding  the  fact 
:::.*:  :"..:  1.  r:  rj."-le  contlemaa  has  been  for 
t'xo  x-.'.-^  .'.:  :..-  1-  Aa  of  anairs,  I  say  that 
1"..::  i".-  ....c-^:.  .:  c:  o::r  railway's  is  as  bad aa 
^  or  ::  v. .»-.  I  ^I.'*  1.?:  ini-.nd  to  delay  tho 
M:.:**  :..:/...r.  "::;-..- 1  slaving  that  I  shall  v-oto 
f.r  :  :--  ^''::.-l:-:.r.:  c:  :';:e  hcnoarable  memljer 
i  •  ^ 'a..-.  r.\.  :v:. :  ^  1.II  ;o  mv  utmost,  when  tba 
— -N-:  V.  •— t^,::— •xthi<suniof£lOO.OOa 
■•:  ;„.  \.:c  :\r  i..,   Njr;^  Island  Trunk  Rail- 

^  :r  ?^ "  ; ':  an A^r.— P:  :  —.>  this  debate  closet 
'  -\  j  -  .-  ■•'.!:;  i."^  cls^rvations  on  the  Bill 
&:  A  . "  :  :  .*  •  -..zi.r.::  but,  before  doing  so, 
I  "-•  -/.  ;.  .-  :  :.  I'jie  speech  which  the 
:>  •'    .r    .*  .  *.    li.-:    ni^L;    in    such  ufl- 

♦v.->    -  .  '  .  ^:.     In  tlie  course  of  that 

>-v.,-  .   .:    .  .1   ::    she   5rec-ch  made  by 

:i:  -  _-  I  --_>:r  f.^r  Wokatipu,  which 
-  ■  -s.-  ■.  '  -^  -  -.r-.t-r-r^i  by  sound  and 
•  -  T  c  .:  T  r-^.  >£  Tri>hcx5  to  lead  the 
':!  ->:  :,'  \:-.:^  Jl  i",-l.i  i2iat  wis  its  roaiii 
-  •  .  -:  ._.,r  "^os  n: riling  in  it bot 
^  ,       ..  .    -:  ~™  Twrruiin  a  natter  of 

-       :  ^ri:-r  1:1  :-.>er  for  Waka- 

:-     ^     .....     .     -:.:_—>£:•::  be: I tbiiJr 

,  ■     :  .  .    .    *        ;..:::  '^  -  :.l  a  Ilitle  time » 

^   «-:..-::  :i  iiif  Prcraier,  mtist 

:  -   . . .   ^ .  :i  tii:  hii>  sp'-eoh  also 

-";.,.-   ,1..   j;  sr^~i  ind  fuiy.   I 

•  4.  ^  ^v         -.  "  jn  ^r  *  -TX,  i«f ore  1  SB 
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bme,  that  that  is  bo.  In  dealing  with  the  criti- 
ttsms  made  by  members  of  the  Opposition 
n  the  Loan  Bill  he  asserted  that  they  in- 
wiiably  finished  their  remarks  with  the  com- 
ilaint  or  whine  that  there  was  not  sufficient  for 
ifaeir  districts.  The  summing-up  of  his  speech 
IVA8  practically  this :  that  the  Opposition  was 
lotuated  by  personal  motives  only — ^by  small 
ioeal  requirements  and  local  wants — and  that 
2ie  Government  and  members  on  their  side  of 
9ie  House  were  the  only  members  who  were 
hGtuated  by  wide  colonial  views.  That  is, 
■actically,  all  that  that  part  of  his  speech 
PKant.  Now,  speaking  for  myself  as  one  of 
be  members  of  the  Opposition,  I  would  ask 
Bie  Premier  whether  he  would  apply  that  to 
jiiyself — whether,  in  any  representations  I  have 
inade  to  him,  in  this  House  or  outside,  ho  can 
burly  say  that  that  was  the  burden  of  any- 
Ihi&g  I  had  to  say  to  him.  I  do  not  think  ho 
ttn  answer  that  in  the  affirmative.  I  would 
Mk  him  also,  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  his 
own  Government  and  party?  What  about 
the  great  amount  of  time  that  has  been 
ftaken  up  and  wasted  in  this  House  in  connec- 
tion with  tho  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  ? 
What  was  that  but  localism  on  a  very  large 
Kale  ?  Any  one  who  knows  the  history  of  that 
movement  from  tho  beginning  will  know  that 
Ibat  is  the  case,  and  that  the  Government 
iisistcd  to  the  utmost  extent  the  local  party 
«)io  carried  that  through  in  obstructing  the 
losincss  of  this  House  and  the  country  until 
Ihcir  wants  were  satisfied.  Then,  as  to  the 
^district  raihvaj'S,  what  was  the  action  in 
ibis  House  in  respect  to  them  but  localism 
M  the  worst   character  —  localism    that    has 

Et  on  the  shoulders  of  the  colony  a  very 
%^  debt,  and  altogether  in  opposition  to 
;1h.c  professions  which  the  Premier  so  largely 
Jttade  to  the  Plouse.last  ni;,'ht?  Then,  as  to 
l^aiitable  aid.  what  about  the  localism  of  the 
IQovcmment  there?  What  was  done  in  this 
jfioose  when  that  Bill  was  going  through  Com- 
jJBiUce?  Some  members  of  the  Government 
I  »eat  into  one  lobby  and  some  into  tho  other 
i'bbby,  catching  votes  by  supporting  localism  of 
itte  worst  character,  and  thereby  destroying 
tiieir  own  measure.  What  right,  then,  has  the 
'  Premier  to  cast  upon  the  members  of  the  Oppo- 
■tion  the  asx)ersion  that  the  burden  of  their 
^eecbes  has  been,  '*  What  have  you  got  for  my 
district?  You  have  nothing  for  my  district "  ? 
He  has  no  right  whatever  to  take  up  such  a 
position.  He  also  said  that,  in  their  intense 
localism,  the  country  members  are  never  satis- 
fied unless  they  can  get  everything  cast  upon 
fte  Consolidated  Fund — that  they  are  never 
,  atisfied  unless  they  can  get  the  lands  relieved. 
I  would  ask  him  whether  I  and  other  country 
ttembcrs  did  not  give  him  honest  support, 
when  he  brought  in  his  Charitable  Aid  Bill, 
^  pat  rates  upon  the  land.  How  did  his 
Govemment  bring  it  in  ?  They  brought  it  in 
«>  that  the  rates  should  be  levied  as  a  poll-tax, 
•nd  I  assisted  him  to  mako  a  more  equitable 
•djustment  of  the  rates. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  was  never  such  a 
F^poeitioiL  in  the  Bill  as  a  poll-tax. 

VOIi.  LVI.-1G. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  term  may  be  vnrong, 
I  admit.  What  I  mean  is  this  :  that  the  Bill 
was  brought  down  so  that  population  should 
be  the  basis  of  rating,  and  not  property. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Population  was  to  be  the 
basis  of  rating,  but  the  rate  was  to  be  levied  in 
the  ordinary  way  that  local  bodies  levied  their 
rates. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able  member  whether  I  and  other  country 
members  did  not  assist  him  to  put  rates  more 
upon  property  than  it  was  as  the  Bill  was 
brought  in.  I  ask  him,  is  not  that  correct? 
Then  about  localism  in  connection  with 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  Are  there  not  bit- 
ter complaints  all  over  the  colony  as  to  the 
way  in  which  the  appointments  have  boon 
made  ?  Is  it  not  the  caso  that,  because  tlie 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  North 
happens  to  belong  to  the  Opposition,  he 
cannot  get  any  Justices  appointed  for  his 
part  of  the  district?  I  have  the  samo  com- 
plaint to  make  as  to  my  part  of  the  district. 
In  the  most  populous  centre  of  it  there  is  only 
one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
representations  that  have  been  made  by  myself 
and  others  living  in  that  part  of  the  district, 
and  in  spite  of  the  great  inconvenience  that 
has  been  suffered  by  business  people  and  others 
there  [owing  to  there  being  only  one  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  that  centre,  no  other  has  been 
appointed.  Then,  again,  as  to  the  credit  which 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  claims  for  saving 
£50,000  to  the  producers  by  lowering  the  railway 
rates.  Every  member  of  the  Government  has 
put  it  to  the  House  that  we  are  acting  under  a 
cast-iron  rule,  and  that  therefore  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  show  favour  to  any  particular  dis- 
trict or  to  any  persons  employing  the  railways. 
But  I  ask  honourable  members,  and  North 
Islajid  representatives  particularly,  to  note 
that  there  have  been  no  concessions  whatever 
to  the  North  Island  districts  out  of  this  £50,000 
saved  to  the  producers — certainly  none  in  my 
own  district,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  not  in 
any  part  of  the  North  Island.  The  Minister 
for  Public  Works  says  "Oh!"  Well,  I  will 
apologize  at  once  if  I  have  done  him  any 
injustice.  What  I  say  is  this:  that,  of  this 
£50,000,  by  far  the  greater  proportion  applies 
to  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  in  the  South 
Island. 

j\Ir.  E.  RICHARDSON.— All  over  the  North 
Island,  too. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  Reductions  to  a  very 
paltry  extent  in  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  E,  RICHARDSON.— Native  coal. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  tell  me  that  the  reduction  of  rates 
on  the  carriage  of  native  coal  affects  the  North 
Island  to  anything  like  the  samo  extent  as  it 
does  the  South  ?  Surely  he  docs  not  wish  to 
put  it  so  I 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — There  was  another  ques- 
tion dwelt  upon  by  the  Premier  last  night,  nob 
for  the  first  time,  and  that  was  the 
tion  of  roads  versv^  railways.  As  I  ha^* 
than  once  put  it,  several  members  o' 
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Tomxnont,  in  graAon  and  out  of  season,  have 
never  done  preaching  an  to  their  doter- 
ni illation  to  put  a  Nton  to  borrowed  money 
hniiiK  <-x ponded  on  making  roads,  and  their 
intention  that  it  shall,  as  largely  as  pos- 
■ihlo,  hu  Hpent  on  railways.  Now,  the  roads 
may  fairly  bo  divided  into  two  classes.  One 
olahH,  Hueli  as  tho  road  which  connects  Christ- 
oluu'ch  and  llokitika,  tho  road  which  con- 
neotH  Well  in  K  ton  and  Napier  through  the 
Hevoiitv-milo  HukIi,  and  the  roads  which  con- 
nee  t  the  iniiKirtaiit  eentrrs  on  the  north-east 
ooant  of  this  iHhind-  tliest*  roads  really  perform 
the  funrlionH,  no  to  spoak,  of  railways  m  their 
mrtitMjIar  tlislriets,  and  tl\e  colony  is  largely 
interoslod  in  Kti'i^'ug  opon  tliis  eommunica- 
tiou  holween  tho  iiitl^ront  centres.  It  is  also 
laiK^ly  nilorrsloil  in  ki*opin>;oiHn  ^uoh  roads  as 
that  u\  tho  S.'voniy-niile  liiush,  booauso  of  their 
Valuu  in  itiu'iung  (.'rvnvn  hinds  for  settlemeni. 
So  far  lis  my  vlisiru  t  is  eoneernod.  it  is  not  in- 
t^^n-Miod  in  any  nmd  of  tliat  dtwoription,  and  I 
have  nr\or  niado  any  ehiiui  on  tho  <5ovornraent 
for  i\»ad>  ol  tluii  ola^s.  Nvnv  as  to  rv  ads  to  o|H}n 
Up  l'iv\\n  Uvud.H,  1  iv«k  the  rivniur  the  ques- 
tion wlit'ihor,  in  usefulnoss  to  the  tvlony  oiui  in 
mutual  \»ihu>,  tlie  e\|vnvhi;nv  now  pivpo^od  in 
tho  Nohodi:!o  to  tho  I  %\\n  PmII  to  ov^uuvt  Blen- 
heim with  Tophouvo  or  liuir.v^.ihiia  \M:h  West- 
p^u'i  b\  lailw.iN  call  for  a  nuuiur.:  comiwre  m 
ui4K*it.»noo  \>Kh  iwinU  to  v^ih  ti  up  Orv^xNU  lands 
of  suv^U  \;ihio  a>  tiiai  m  I'lo  Sivonty -mile 
Uiwh.  oi'  m  \;n,x^;\<  otl-.or  *l:>trtotci  in  tr.e 
Noith  lvl..iid.  1  «vk  ll'.o  hvMV^*.:n*Me  i;tn:Ie« 
liu\u  I'm*  Oji^'-^Ux^n.  i  a.;;;ut  tlias  n\iI\vA\s 
luxaii  t'  o  t,;<v  Uk:  v^f  pt\\\u'o  to  iv.arkcs  a; 
cl-.o  v'v  -wvsi  ^sxs^:Mv%  n^;o.  ajul  il:,\5  ;hov  niuj.: 
Iv  u;.;,  0  ui  oiv.v-r  to  a  wnv  our  tArirer*  ;o 
,o\\.,'vtl'o  liu'.;ui,  \;*.io:*.v\\:^  AVvl  o:hor 
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say  this  to  them :  that  imiO  ihey  face  &ar 
duty  in  this  matter  they  will  nevier  gin 
satisfaction  in  the  newer  districts  of  tks^ 
colony.  The  Premier,  in  one  of  the  cloqneafe 
passages  of  his  sjieech  last  night,  dwelt  on  tke 
question  of  borrowing :  in  fact,  that  was  tlM 
climax  of  his  speech — that  the  colony  canart 
afford  to  go  on  borrowing,  that  if  the  colcsiy 
is  not  to  be  ruined  we  must  stop  bontnris^ 
and  that  our  only  hope  to  stop  borrowing  a  j 
to  cast  the  burden  on  localities  and  upon  tht  | 
Consolidated  Fund.  The  honourable  gecije- ' 
man  said  he  believed  that  in  two  or  three 
years  the  colony  must  absolutely  cease  bor- 
rowing; and  he  went  on  to  taunt  members  of 
the  Opposition  who  had  commented  oai  tfaii 
Bill  that  they  are  constckntly  harping  abook 
borrowing,  but  that  they  are  not  sincere.  Hft 
further  asserted  that  they  had  no  spirit  of 
self-sacrifice — that  they  insisted  that  the  \aai. 
must  not  be  touched,  and  that  local  rates 
must  not  be  meddled  with.  The  honomahifi 
gentleman  asked  also  how  the  Civil  Ser- 
x-ico  Bill  had  been  treated,  and  insinuated 
that  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  m&a- 
ber  for  Mataura,  in  its  terms,  stamped  tu 
honourable  gentleman  as  being  dishonest  in 
his  non-lvrrowing  professions.  First,  I  wonH 
say  to  the  Premier  that  the  amendment  of  the 
ho:iounible  member  for  Mataura  is  exactiy 
ujxMi  the  Hues  that  he  wished  this  House  to  fsU 
in  with — namely,  that  uncompleted  works  mist 
bo  piisi'.ed  on  to  completion,  so  that  borrowing 
I  er»n  be  taivrod  down  as  quickly  as  po^Ue- 
j  IL^w  is  it  pc>-ible  to  taper  down  borrowiDgif 
,  n«.  w  lines  cro  to  be  put  in  our  loan  schedules? 
Is  t'.at  tie  rroper  way  to  taper  down  bonow- 
in^  ?  Lt :  mo  :>how  the  House  how  the  Premier 
hxvs  er-.'.taw  urtd  to  taper  down  borrowing  since 
b.o  h's  Ken  a  member  of  this  House,  ffis 
O,  Vxrr.iv-.:::  i.-^.^k  a  step  in  this  direction  when 
:*v.y  <uy.c.:td  Mtig^s's  scheme,  under  which 
Vx-T.AV  A  >vAr  v«ad  to  be  given,  and  to  be 
\\Az:.\  a  bx;:/.t"n  on  the  colony  and  partly  a 
>-xVv;.;I  ch-*»r^e  en  the  districts  intciested  in 
:.e  i  A-^:  ah;  V.e<t  Coast  Railway.  The 
*".-r.oi:r.-.x  .e  ,^:.tlen:an  endeavoured  to  taper 
x^^.'i^  vv—  V. uir.  C:d  he  not,  when  he  adw- 
Cxu:v\i  \i.:J.  >  .x\i  r<^Al  tho  purchase  of  thedis- 
:rtK*;  r.-.  >  a  -  '  lit  also  endeavoured  to  taper 
xlx'ttn  X  r:.v.y,^  xslt^n  he  permitted  a  mem- 
S:r  c:  >  »-  \  ni^iiir.:  to  give  us  the  famoQS 
V-iAv*  ".,'.  5.  'r'<s.  aiivi.  '.ater  on,  a  simila 
>^Vxv  .'.  :r.  A.xV  ^-aJ:.  T>.ai  must  have  coB- 
\  .  c  1: ::  .  ^-.. .  c  ni^  n:l-er>  of  the  sincerity  of 
:>.,  r.vr  xT  :.  :-^  >  v:^?:>;:cn  of  tapering  down 
,v-rx-'  V.-.  1..rx  Lz.  ;::e  present  Ixan  Bill 
Ar  *  r.  :  :  ?'-,  .c  V,  jrks  Srai^m^nt  we  have  a 
:,:«-•  .-:.--:  z  c:  th^  Premier's  desire  to 
:  X :  ■  ■  •.  :  -t  .:  ;.  H':r>t»  we  have  a  l«ui 
X..  A  ".  •  '  ♦.-  "  A  ....:.  ATxi.  as  the  bonomahlft 
*v .  v^ .  •. :  .  c  ':  ,  •-  - ;  7«~  -1  - 1  out,  the  whole  d 
;.:  >  ^  ;,•  xC  j  .  ~:rr  Aix-i  il  jnc-e,  insttiui  of,  S» 
:',*  :>. ..  .r  ;. -.•  _>  :c  zr.5.tr?taDd,  spreading 
5  ,♦  \  -  ;••  .  -^^  I::  ::r.cr  vrris,  when,  next 
«^^wr  Ta-  t  '  .  :.i  ~t>:;>  we  ?>.^.I  only  haves 
y.i  ."•  v  •  .  •  :."  A^Tr.rciAie  fcx  new  wod» 
x. :  X.  :.  -  .  rY-lA  rA.'f.  T-iat  is  « 
jr >c,— x-*^-  .:-«.-    -  -i  '.r.-TL-^r  prcpr;?js  to  tsptf 
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^  borrowing.  In  the  same  part  of  his  speech 
the  Premier  told  us  thab  his  views  had  never 
changed  as  to  borrowing  since  the  commence- 
ment of  his  career  in  this  House.  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  judging  men  largely  by  their  actions. 
Let  ns  see  how  the  Premier  set  to  work  in 
order  to  give  effect  to  his  views.  There  is  an 
old  saying  that  men  are  best  known  by  those 
&ey  associate  themselves  with,  and  we  find  the 
honourable  gentleman  associating  wifch  himself 
in  his  Government  the  present  Colonial  Trea- 
nrer.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  disre- 
spectful of  that  honourable  gentleman,  but  I 
will  ask  the  House  whether,  throughout  the 
«>anti^%  such  an  assertion  as  that  of  the 
Premier  would  not  be  met  with  ridicule,  seeing 
that  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  his  Government.  From  the  begin- 
ning of  his  career  in  this  colony  down  to 
tile  present  time,  has  not  that  honourable 
gentleman  been  the  very  incarnation  of  bor- 
Towing  ?  Is  it  possible  for  him  to  bring  down 
a  Bill  to  this  House  without  a  clause  in  it 
in  connection  with  borrowing  ?  I  appeaJ  to 
the  Bills  of  lost  session  and  of  this  present 
one  in  proof  of  my  assertion.  What  have  we 
got  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  from  the  date 
•of  his  first  speech  in  Ash  burton  until  now  ? 
Kothing  but  a  j^earning  after  borrowing,  and 
a  constant  conflict  with  the  House  in  regard 
to  his  wild  schemes  of  borrowing.  Last  night 
we  had  the  Premier,  on  the  one  hand,  deliver- 
ing the  most  impassioned  speech  I  have  heard 
in  this  House  in  favour  of  tapering  ofl  borrow- 
ing; and,  on  the  other,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
impelled  to  give  utterance  to  his  wishes  in  the 
opposite  direction.  That  is  only  an  example  of 
what  we  have  seen  in  the  past  as  regards  these 
two  honourable  gentlemen.  I  would  not  wish  the 
Premier  or  the  House  to  mistake  my  meaning 
on  this  matter.  Since  I  have  become  person- 
ally acquainted  with  the  Premier  I  have  always 
had  the  highest  respect  for  him.  I  am  fully 
aware  of  his  invariably  good  intentions,  and  let 
me  assure  him  that,  if  he  showed  more  strength 
of  character — if  he  became  more  really  the  Pre- 
ttier than  he  has  been — ^he  would  gain  a  much 
larger  support  in  this  House  and  in  the  coun- 
tty.  Speaking  for  myself,  there  are  many  of 
ma  aspirations  which  have  my  entire  sympathy, 
and  I  have  always  been  ready  to  give  him  my 
heartiest  support  in  connection  with  important 
4jnestions.  But  what  I  and  other  members  of 
this  HouFc  complain  of  is  this :  that,  having 
enunciated  a  policy,  he  has  frequently  gone  in 
another  direction,  under  the  influence  of  his 
colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  So  long  as 
that  is  the  case,  I  shall  always  distnist  any  pro- 
fessions with  regard  to  the  curtailment  of  ex- 
penses and  keeping  down  borrowing.  And  now 
a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  local  government. 
The  Premier  told  us  that  this  side  of  the  House 
vas  to  blame  if  local  government  showed  ajiy 
want  or  inefficiency.  I  was  astonished  when 
I  beard  the  Premier  give  utterance  to  these 
words.  What  scheme  of  local  government 
did  the  Ministry  bring  down  last  session  ?  Is 
it  necessari-  for  me  to  go  into  its  absurd  de- 
tails?   Is  it  necessary  lor  me  to  say  that  in 


this  also  the  Premier  belied  his  aspirations  of 
last  night  ?  If  the  colony  was  not  supposed  to 
borrow  directly  under  that  Bill,  local  bodies 
were  invited  to  do  so  to  the  extent  of  six  or 
seven  millions  of  money.  Was  that  a  scheme 
which  this  side  of  the  House  is  to  be  blamed 
for  defeating  ?  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  very  unfortunate  in  his  allusion  to 
this  question.  Then,  as  to  immigration.  The 
Premier  was  never  much  in  favour  of  State- 
aided  immigration — his  aim  was  to  make  the 
colony  attractive.  I  have  no  doubt  that  is  his 
aim  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  House  and  the 
country  are  not  with  him  as  to  the  way  in  which 
he  attempted  to  give  efiect  to  his  aim.  What 
has  he  been  doing  yrith  regard  to  our  waste 
lands  ?  Despite  the  strongly-expressed  opinion 
of  the  country,  he  has  chosen  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  land  to  give  undue  prominence  to 
the  perpetual-leasing  portion  of  the  Land  Act. 
It  is  well  known  that  we  have  had  the  balance 
of  immigration  between  this  and  the  Australian 
Colonies  against  us  for  some  time  past.  Having 
been  connected  with  land  and  its  management 
for  a  number  of  years,  I  am  in  a  position  to  state 
to  the  House  that  a  great  many  of  the  colo- 
nists we  have  lost  have  left  simply  because  their 
requirements  wore  not  met  by  the  Lands  De- 
partment. Money,  and  what  is  much  more  valu- 
able than  monev,  good  settlers,  have  loft  the 
colony  because  tne  administration  of  our  lands 
did  not  admit  of  their  settling  under  favourable 
circumstances  in  the  colony.  That  is  the  Way 
in  which  the  Premier  has  given  efiect  to  his 
aim  to  make  the  colony  attractive.  It  is  not  in 
any  antagonism  to  the  perpetual-leasing  por- 
tion of  the  Land  Act  that  I  now  speak.  I  have 
.always  given  a  cordial  support  to  this  and  the 
preceding  Government  in  their  attempts  to 
liberalize  the  land-laws — to  give  every  oppor- 
tunity to  industrious  colonists  to  settle  down 
on  the  Crown  lands.  My  remarks  are  simply 
made  with  the  view  of  putting  my  opinion  on 
this  question  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
In  this  connection  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  as  to  the  land-tax.  The  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands  wish  very  much  to  increase 
the  burdens  upon  the  land.  They  are  of 
opinion  that  the  general  taxpayer  is  bearing 
too  many  of  the  burdens  of  the  colony,  and  that 
the  land  escapes  taxation  to  a  larger  extent 
than  it  should.  I  would  ask  them  to  noto 
the  career  of  many  of  our  best  settlers  in  the 
North  and  South.  I  ask  them  to  note  tho 
hardships  which  these  men  have  undergone 
in  connection  with  settlement.  I  ask  whether 
the  position  of  numbers  of  these  men  is  so  very 
attractive,  after  so  many  years  of  toil.  How 
many  of  these  men  are  now  ruined,  and  un- 
able to  find  a  home  for  themselves  I  On  those 
grounds  I  would  ask  the  Government  to  pauso 
in  their  constant  endeavours  to  add  to  the 
burdens  of  those  who  settle  the  lands.  We  all 
know  that  to  the  bulk  of  colonists  settlement 
in  the  towns  is  much  more  attractive  than  to 
go  into  the  country  and  face  the  hardships  of 
settlement.  W^e  therefore  ought  to  jipaaam^m^ 
fore  we  render  residence  in  the  cr 
attractive  than  it  is :  and  I  am 
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practical  man  in  this  House  must  agree  Yfitih 
me  in  these  remarks.  Now  a  few  words  as 
to  railway  management.  We  have  heurd  over 
and  over  again  that,  upon  whatever  points 
the  Government  may  be  assailed,  they  are 
simply  invulnerable  as  to  their  administration. 
Witn  regard  to  railway  administration,  well  do 
I  remember  reading  a  speech  of  the  present 
Minister  of  Railways  previous  to  his  coming  to 
this  House,  at  the  last  election.  Well  do  I  re- 
member the  unmeasured  condenmation  which 
he  gave  to  those  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  administration  of  railways  previous  to  that 
time.  What  have  we  got  as  the  result  of  his 
management  since  lie  has  become  Minister  of 
Railways  ?  Have  we  had  any  radical  reforms 
such  as  he  pointed  to  in  his  speech  on  that 
occasion?  1  altogether  fail  to  see  that  we  have 
had  any  of  them.  I  admit  that  he  has  very 
probably  done  his  best ;  but  I  speak  simply 
of  results:  and  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the 
railway  system  with  which  I  am  more  inti- 
mately acquainted  I  have  to  confess  that  I  am 
very  mucli  disappointed.  On  the  Wellington- 
Masterton  line  at  the  present  time  wo  have  three 
ofticcrs  doing  the  work  that  one  used  to  do. 
It  has  always  been  a  reproach  to  the  people  of 
the  Wairarapa  that  that  line  was  a  burden  on 
the  colony,  and  that  it  was  one  of  those  politi- 
cal railways  which  should  not  have  been  made 
for  years,  if  at  all ;  but  if  honourable  members 
will  look  over  the  Public  Works  Statement 
they  will  admit  that  the  progress  of  traffic  on 
this  lino  rather  belies  these  assertions,  and 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Greymouth  line, 
the  traffic  of  this  Ime  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
line  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— What  about  the  cost  of  the 
railway  ? 

I\rr.  BUCHANAN.— That  is  given  in  the 
tables  accompanying  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. I  may  also  point  out  that  the  in- 
habitants are  not  altogether  responsible  for  the 
cost ;  for  it  is  generally  admitted  now  that  the 
Railway  Department  made  a  mistake  in  adopt- 
ing the  route  which  they  did  —  that  a  more 
practicable  route  exists,  and  if  the  railway  had 
been  made  by  that  line  there  would  have  been 
such  a  difference  in  the  cost  as  to  make  the 
line  compare  favourably  with  the  best  lines 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Which  way? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  do  not  suppo.se  that 
the  House  wishes  me  to  respond  to  that,  and 
to  go  into  all  the  details  as  to  which  way ;  but 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  I^Iinister  for  Public 
Works  is  quite  aware  of  the  route  I  mean. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works  also  takes 
great  credit  for  the  fact  that  he  has  succeeded 
in  working  130  miles  of  additional  railway 
without  any  increased  expense.  I  scarcely  see 
that  he  is  entitled  to  take  so  much  credit  to 
himself  as  ho  desires  to  do.  We  know  that 
in  the  commencement  of  any  business  the  ex- 
penses are  much  heavier  than  they  are  after 
some  years  of  practice,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  same  rule  applies  to  railway  management. 
About  sixteen  miles  of  an  additional  length 
^as  been  added  to  the  Wellington-Masterton 
Mr.  Buchanan 


line,  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  hif 
not  had  any  —  or,  at  least,  very  little — adfi- 1 
tional  expense  in  consequence  of  that  additka  ] 
to  the  mileage.  No  extra  engineers  are  wanted*  i 
and  no  stokers.  There  might  be,  perha|B,: 
an  additional  stationmaster  at  MauriceviUe,  | 
and  one  or  two  more  maintenance  -  men  toi 
look  after  the  line ;  but  that  does  not  mean  i 
very  much  expense.  It  is  certain  therercr* 
that  in  that  instance  an  extension  of  mileaf^ 
does  not  mean  a  proportionate  extension  of  ex- 
penses.  I  therefore  do  not  see  that  so  muck 
credit  attaches  to  the  honourable  gentleman  as 
he  would  attempt  to  claim.  As  to  the  schedck 
to  the  Loan  Bill,  the  Premier,  in  speaking  Ifist 
night,  mado  a  comparison  between  the  Blea- 
heim-Tophouse  and  Inangahua-Westport  sec- 
tions, and  the  East  Coast  line  via  Kaikoara, 
which  was  included  in  the  schedule  to  the 
Three-million  Loan  Act.  He  wanted  to  mike 
out  that  it  was  necessary  to  accept  both  c^ 
the  first  -  mentioned  lines,  otherwise  the  House 
would  have  to  construct  the  East  Coast  lina 
to  Red- post.  I  myself  do  not  at  all  see  ths.t. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  protested  at  the  Uiue 
against  the  inclusion  of  the  East  Coast  lina 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Loan  Act  of  1&S2, 
and  I  shall  continue  to  do  so,  because  ve 
have  no  Crown  land  in  that  direction,  and 
our  loaai-money  can  obviously  be  expended  en 
much  more  profitable  works  than  upon  a  line 
from  Blenheim  to  Red-post,  or  upon  either  of 
these  two  sections  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
to  this  Bill.  I  would  like  also  to  express  iny 
own  individual  opinion  as  to  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura.  I 
think  he  would  have  done  much  better  if  he 
had  struck  out  the  £175,000  altogether,  in- 
stead  of  adding  that  sum  piecemeal  to  several 
other  sections  in  the  way  he  proposes  ;  and,  a* 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  do  my  best  to 
give  effect  to  that  opinion  when  the  Bill  passes, 
into  Committee.  Now  for  a  few  words  on  the 
main  trunk  line.  That  is  a  very  large  que?;- 
tion — one  in  which  I  have  always  taken  a  vcrr 
great  interest.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  course" 
adopted  with  rc{:^a^d  to  this  by  some  members 
of  tho  House.  1  contended  last  session  thai 
the  time  had  not  come  for  the  construction  of 
the  main  trnnk  line  until  tho  Crown  land* 
now  available  elsewhere  for  settlement  wcid 
occupied  to  a  much  larger  extent  than  they 
are,  and  that  wo  were  not  justified  in  going 
at  a  headlong  pace  in  endeavouring  to  pcr- 
chase  Native  land,  many  thousands  of  acros 
of  which  would  be  worthlcj^s  for  settlement  f>'r 
years  to  come.  The  strongest  strictures  wero 
passed  on  the  Government  bv'  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  for  the  niannt;r 
in  which  they  aro  purchasing  these  lanii>— 
on  the  commission  system.  Tho  Government, 
in  reply  to  him,  took  care  to  avoid  the  qii'^s- 
tion,  or  nearly  so.  There  was  no  real  attemnS 
at  justifying  the  course  they  had  adopted.  U 
is  true  the  ^Minister  of  Lands  pointed  out  to 
the  House  that  ho  had  been  urged  to  pu^ 
chase  Native  lands  in  the  first  instance,  befora 
continuing  the  construction  of  the  line.  There 
j  can   be    no  question   as  to   the   wish  of  the 
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House  on  the  subject  —  that  the  line  shall 
not  be  constructed  until  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  land  has  been  obtained;   but  I  maintain 
that  the  House  does  not  therefore  wish  the 
Government  to  go  into  the  purchase  of  Native 
land  Vrith  undue  haste.    From  information  I 
have  received  from    many  reliable   quarters, 
there   is    no  doubt  that  the  land  now  being 
purchased  is  largely  poor  land — land  in  no  way 
fit  for  settlement.    I  therefore  ask  the  House 
Tvhethcr  it  is  wise  to  go  on  not  only  purchasing 
land  of  this  class,  but  also  purchasing  it  in  the 
objectionable  way  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able mcuibcr   for  Waitotara.      I  am  satisfied 
they  are  now  largely  doing  what  the  previous 
Government  wore    so  strongly   reprobated  for 
doing — that  is,  placing  themselves  in  the  hands 
of  Native  agents,  who  will  simply  endeavour 
to  purchase  as  great  a  number  of  acres  as  pos- 
sible without  any  regard  whatever  to  quality. 
I  will  now  confine  myself  to  making  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  speech  of  the  Treasurer.    And, 
first,  as  to  the  tone  of  that  speech,  its  language, 
and  the   demeanour  which  characterized  the 
honourable  gentleman    while    addressing  the 
House.     As  a,  comparatively  young  member  of 
the  House,  it  would  scarcely  become  me  to 
speak  with  the  decisiveness  which  might  very 
well  come  from  older  members ;   but  I  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  me  to  say  that  I  thought  it  was 
in  very  bad  taste  on  the  part  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  hector  honourable  members 
who  have  had  quite  as  long  a  standing  in  this 
House  as   the  honourable  gentleman  himself. 
I  say  it  was  very  great  presumption  on  the  part 
of  the  Treasurer  to  aiddress  himself  in  such 
temis  as  he  used  with  regai*d  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa.    By  what  right  did 
the  Treasurer  address  himself  in  such  terms  as 
he  did  to  that  honourable  gentleman  ?    He  also 
spoke  of  effacement  of  the  legislation  passed 
in  this  House  by  the  Atkinson  Government, 
and  ventured  to  affirm  that  in  a  year  or  two 
there  would  be   very  little  of  it   left  on  the 
Statute  Book.     It  is  a  verj'  curious  thing,  in 
connection  with  a^  statement  of  this  kind,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  last  year  was 
so  anxious  to  repeal  the   Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,  should  this  year  feel  it  in- 
cumbent upon  himself  to  introduce  the  Go- 
v-emment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill— a  mea- 
sure founded  on  exactly  the  same  lines.    In 
explaining  the  provisions  of  his   Bill  he  said 
that  the  cardinal  difference  between  it  and  the 
Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  was  that 
bis  Bill  was  based  on   the  willingness  of  the 
localities  to  be  rated.    But  I.  would  point  out 
that  under   the  provisions  of  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act  there  was  the  very 
same  machinery  as  he  proposed  for  taking  a 
poll  of  the  ratepayers  so  as  to  ascertain  their 
views.    In  this  case,  therefore,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  altogether  at  sea  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  case.    Then  he  makes  further  remarks 
Hi  a  jeering  way  as  to  what  he  calls  the  abor- 
tive attempt  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  when,  by  a  series  of  resolutions,  he  tried 
to  oust  the  present  Government  from  office 
last  session;  and  he  pointed  out  that  another 


ho^iourable  gentleman  who  votes  on  this  side 
of  the  House  went  much  nearer  attaining  his 
objecti  of  turning  the  Government  out  than 
tht-  Iionourable  member  for  Egmont.  I  would 
mri.ely  point  this  out :  that  the  Government 
Were  so  much  in  dread  of  these  same  resolu- 
tions that  the  next  sitting-day  after  they  had 
been  proposed  we  found  them  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Order  Paper.  The  Government  did  not 
dare  to  place  them  on  the  Order  Paper  in  such 
a  way  that  they  could  be  dealt  with.  So  much 
for  the  sneer  of  the  honourable  gentleman  as 
to  the  attempt  of  this  side  of  the  House  to 
oust  the  Government.  And  now  with  regard 
to  his  remarks  about  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
wool  and  his  prediction  in  relation  thereto 
in  his  Financial  Statement.  I  would  remind 
honourable  members  that  in  his  place  in  this 
House  he  once  sneered  at  the  idea  that  the 
prosperity  of  New  Zealand  depended  on  the 
prices  of  wheat  and  wool,  and  said  that  he 
would  introduce  industries  into  the  colony 
of  equal  if  not  greater  importance.  The 
result  was  the  introduction  of  his  Beet-root 
Bill,  the  Fisheries  Bill,  and  others  of  the  same 
character.  But  time  has  had  its  revenge  on 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  on  other  members 
of  the  Government,  and  he  is  now  obliged  to 
come  TO  the  House  and  confess  that  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  wool  is  really  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  colony.  Then,  again, 
he  told  the  House  that  the  credit  of  the 
colony  was  suffering  injury  from  statements 
made  by  members  on  this  side  of  tho  House : 
in  other  words,  he  would  lead  the  House  to 
believe  that  it  was  to  the  detriment  of  the 
colony  to  have  the  truth  told.  He  shuffled  to  a 
certain  extent  out  of  that  by  stating  that  only 

Eart  of  the  truth  had  been  told,  and  further  on 
e  counselled  the  House  to  maintain  reticence 
as  to  future  borrowing  on  the  part  of  the  colony. 
For  my  own  part,  I  wish  to  protest  against 
such  a  course  of  conduct  as  this.  I  say,  if  the 
colony  conducts  its  affairs  as  it  ought  to  do,  it 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  tlie  most  outspoken 
statements  as  to  its  financial  position.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not,  as  he  has 
already  done  on  various  occasions,  plunge  the 
colony  into  excessive  borrowing  there  would  be 
very  little  danger  to  the  credit  of  the  colony. 
I  maintain  that,  as  in  the  case  of  individuals, 
so  with  the  colony.  Everything  is  to  be  gained 
by  a  full  and  fair  statement  of  its  affairs  on 
all  occasions;  and  we  shall  be  able  to  take 
our  place  in  the  London  money-market  in 
a  position  second  to  no  other  colony  if  we 
follow  such  a  course  as  this.  Then,  again, 
le  was  good  enough  to  make  another  allusion 
o  the  resolution  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  last  year,  and  he  credited  that 
resolution  with  a  depreciation  in  the  price  of 
labour  in  the  colony  to  the  extent  of  10  per 
cent.  Now,  I  am  one  of  tho  many  employers 
of  labour  in  the  colony,  and  I  have  reason  to 
know  the  condition  of  the  labour-market,  at 
any  rate  in  the  country  districts ;  and  I  say 
that  the  statement  of  the  honourable  g< 
man  is  very  far  from  the  fact — that  there 
suoh  depreciation  in  the  price  of  labov 
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per  cent.  In  the  district  in  which  I  live  we 
find  that,  although  labour  is  less  profitably  em- 
ployed than  I  should  wish  it,  still  there  is 
no  such  depreciation  as  he  pointed  out.  He 
further  charges  the  honourable  gentleman 
with  doing  great  injury  to  the  labouring-class, 
because  this  10  per  cent,  remains  in  the  hands 
of  the  employers,  and  is  therefore  not  so 
usefully  employed  as  if  it  went  into  ihe 
pockets  of  the  labourer.  But,  even  supposing 
nis  contention  was  correct,  what  does  the  em- 
ployer do  with  the  10  per  cent.?  It  does  not 
remain  in  his  hands ;  he  must  employ  a  fur- 
ther number  of  workmen  to  profitably  utilize 
his  capital.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
mean  to  infer  that  the  capital  lies  idle  ?  The 
thing  is  ridiculous.  In  concluding  my  re- 
marks, I  have  only  to  say  this  to  the  Premier : 
that  I  hope  ho  will  put  the  pledges  which  he 
renewed  to  the  House  last  night  into  more 
effective  operation  than  he  has  done  in  the 
past ;  that  he  will,  as  he  alleged  he  would  do, 
make  every  effort  to  taper  off  borrowing,  and 
assert  his  position  as  tlie  real  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  he  does  this  I  promise  him  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  he  shall  have  my 
honest  support  in  any  such  course.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  have  listened,  Sir,  to  what 
I  may  term  the  sugar  -  and  -  vitriol  speeches 
of  members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House — the  sugar  applied  to  the  Premier,  the 
vitriol  very  nicely  rubbed  into  the  Treasurer. 
I  must  say  that  I  entirely  disagree  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  Opposition  has  dealt 
with  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  frequent 
squabbling  about  what  that  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  although  he  distinctly  contradicted 
the  statement,  was,  in  my  opinion,  very  un- 
manly. When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  tells 
honourable  members  that  he  never  made  state- 
ments of  the  character  imputed  to  him,  they 
ought  to  believe  him.  But  what  do  we  find? 
Although  the  head  of  the  Opposition  may  be 
inclined  that  way,  we  find  that  the  rank-and- 
file  one  after  another  continually  impute  mo- 
tives to  the  Treasurer  with  regard  to  matters 
which  he  has  distinctly  denied  over  and  over 
again.  Before  I  go  any  further  I  would  like  to 
deal  with  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
who  have  been  saying  so  much  about  repu- 
diation. I  will  ask  this  question:  Have  Her 
Majesty's  Opposition  in  this  House  become  so 
low  that  they  are  prepared,  like  their  great 
prototype  of  old,  Judas  Iscariot,  to  sell  the 
interests  of  the  country  for  a  few  dirty  pieces 
of  silver,  which  are  to  be  obtained  by  sitting 
on  those  benches  ?  That  seems  to  be  the  only 
object  they  have  in  view.  It  is  well  known 
that  they  are  mere  place-hunters 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  hope  such  language  will 
not  be  used  in  this  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  withdraw  that,  Sir.  I 
will  put  it  this  way  :  that  they  are  desirous  of 
obtaining  seats  on  the  benches  which  are  at 
present  occupied  by  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  we  find  some  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  criticising — I  do  not  know  whether 
Mr,  Buchanan 


they  have  criticised  the  land  policy,  bat  tbey  - 
have  criticised  nearly  everything  else.  I  oob-  j 
tend,  with  regard  to  the  land  policy  of  ths  ' 
Government  as  at  present  administered,  it  m- 
far  beyond  anything  that  the  past  Government  ^ 
could  lay  credit  to.  Take  the  Statement  of  tba 
Minister  of  Lands  for  instance  :  you  will  fii^ 
that  more  settlement  has  gone  on  during  ths 
time  these  gentlemen  have  been  in  office  tbaa 
ever  before ;  and,  when  the  Opposition  mj^km 
such  statements  as  these,  you  may  put  thea 
down  for  what  they  are  worth.  I  say  that  tbs 
manner  in  which  the  public  works  policy  has 
been  treated  is  a  very  unfair  one.  There  has 
been  no  attempt  made  to  fairly  criticise  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  A  few  isolated  lines 
are  picked  out  here  and  there.  But  I  contend 
that  there  is  a  great  saving  shown  in  the  State- 
ment, and  any  one  can  ascertain  that  by  care- 
fully reading  it  for  himself.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  there  are  so  many  in  this  House  who  have 
missions.  Some  have  a  mission  for  finance. 
We  have  eight  or  ten  Treasurers  in  the  Hocse^ 
and  something  like  the  same  number  of  Minis- 
ters for  Public  Works ;  and  we  know  that  when 
they  are  afflicted  in  this  way  they,  to  use  a  very 
expressive  term,  "  get  off  their  chumps."  Thi^ 
was  exactly  the  position  of  the  member  for 
Wakatipu  the  other  night ;  and  his  best  friends 
admit  that  whenever  he  dabbles  in  anything, 
connected  with  public  works  he  is  what  is 
called  **  a  shingle  short."  I  do  not  object  to 
his  dealing  with  public  works,  but  I  like  hin 
to  do  so  fairly,  and  not  look  through  spectacles 
of  a  peculiar  hue.  The  honourable  member 
for  Napier  the  other  night  complained  veiy 
sadly  because  the  Government  did  not  place 
on  the  estimates  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  immigration.  He  wanted 
the  Government  to  expend  the  money  in  the 
direction  of  paying  the  passages  of  capitalists 
— men  of  money,  he  said ;  but  does  he  mean 
to  say  that  £30  or  £40  paid  to  assist  the  pas- 
sage of  a  man  with  money  would  keep  him  here 
if  he  were  npt  disposed  to  stay  here  ?  I  should 
like  to  know  the  conditions  .under  which  they 
would  be  brought  out — whether  they  would  be 
brought  out  here  at  our  expense,  and,  after 
going  round  the  colony,  return  Home  much 
pleased  with  their  pleasure-trip.  Perhaps  tiie 
honourable  gentleman  thinks  such  a  scheme 
would  bring  out  a  largo  number  of  specu- 
lators for  the  land  he  has  to  sell.  I  contend 
that  this  line  of  argument  is  altogether  out 
of  place  in  an  Assembly  of  this  character. 
The  honourable  member  for  Napier  said  the 
Government  were  wearing  the  Opposition's 
clothes.  It  is  a  well-known  politicaa  fact  that 
the  late  Government — the  present  Opposition 
— never  had  any  clothes  of  their  own  to  wear. 
It  is  true  that  they — if  I  may  use  the  tenn 
— "  prigged  "  a  brand-new  suit  from  the  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  East ;  but  when  they  cama 
to  try  them  on  they  found  that  they  would  not 
fit  at  all,  the  consequence  being  that  they  bad 
to  cut  and  contrive.  And  by  the  time  ihai 
they  had  to  leave  those  benches  they  had  s> 
wasted  their  material  tkat,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  honourable    member   for    WaitotaEa» 
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rho  liad  reserved  a  Tilaori  mat  for  such  a 
(ontingency,  the  honourable  gentlemen  would 
tave  left  those  benches  with  even  less  cloth- 
ng  than  ib  is  reported  Adam  and  Eve  had 
m  when  they  were  driven  forth  from  the 
harden  of  Eden.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall 
tear  nothing  more  of  the  Government  wear- 
ng  Opposition  clothes.  It  is  purely  a  farce. 
[  thought  that,  seeing  there  was  no  chance  of 
ntrodacing  new  matter  in  the  way  of  figures 
Mtd  so  on,  I  would  deal  with  the  subject  in 
^is  way.  This  is  a  variety,  if  it  is  nothing 
dsc.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  through  the 
ipecches  of  honourable  members  who  spoke 
luring  the  present  debate.  The  honourable 
member  for  Pamell,  I  am  quite  sure,  is  sincere 
in  believing  in  the  nostrums  he  prescribes  for 
the  cure  of  the  diseases  that  the  State  suffers 
from.  It  is  possible  that,  if  that  honourable 
l^tleman  and  other  financiers  in  this  House 
live  long  enough,  they  may  have  a  chance 
some  day  of  dosing  the  State  with  their  nos- 
trums :  and  then  they  may  find  out  that  they 
have  made  a  mistake ;  for  what  they  thought 
VRs  a  cure  would  bo  a  killing  process.  I  con- 
tend, if  there  are  any  who  have  a  right  to 
complain  about  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
!i  i3  the  members  who  come  from  the  part  of 
the  country  that  I  represent.  There  is  nothing 
there  for  us.  But  you  do  not  find  us  whining 
about  it. 

An  Hon.  Member.— You  have  your  East  and 
West  Coast  Railway. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — Our  members,  I  say,  do  not 
^Uine  about  it.  Thay  allow  the  poorer  parts 
of  the  colony  to  reap  the  benefits  which  they 
are  willing  to  give  up  at  present.  That  is  the 
position  they  take  up.  Whether  it  is  a  wise 
one  or  not  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  The 
people  in  that  part  do  not  think  so— they  do 
BOS  think  they  get  the  proper  share  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes  that  they  ought  to  get: 
and  I  entirely  acjree  with  them.  I  must  con- 
gratulate you,  Sir,  before  I  sit  down,  on  the 
TAst  amount  of  patience  which  you  have  shown 
throughout  this  debate  —  the  virtue  of  long- 
suffering  ;  and  I  sympathize  with  you  in  having 
to  sit  there  so  many  hours  listening  to  the 
woary  platitudes  which  you  have  continually 
brought  undor  your  notice. 

Mr.  LOCKE. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  the  course  I  intend  to  take  to-night 
in  giving  my  vote.  I  object  on  principle  to  the 
constant  bringing-up  of  these  matters — these 
half-Totes  of  no  confidence,  which  are  not 
brought  by  the  leaders  of  the  parties,  but  by 
othen.  I  will  follow  a  leader  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure,  but  I  object  to  the  way  in 
'phich  thcso  half-confidence  motions  are  brought 
•lown.  I  think  the  scliedule  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  would  have 
been  a  far  more  satisfactory  one  than  that  set 
fortli  in  the  Bill.  I  object  also  most  strongly 
to  a  great  many  measures  of  the  Government 
and  the  way  they  are  to  bo  carried  out,  more 
pwticularly  in  reference  to  the  Native-land 
question,  and  the  system  of  purchasing  Native 
lands  by  a  commission  of  2d.  an  acre  and  30s. 
a  day,  without  any  organized  scheme  for  the 


supervision  of  the  work  done,  the  quality  and 
value  of  the  land  to  be  purchased,  the  proper  se- 
lection and  defining  of  reserves  for  the  Maoris, 
and  many  other  points  that  could  be  named. 
I  shall  not  speak  at  length  on  this  question, 
as  my  views  are  so  well  known,  nor  on  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  as  that  has  been  well 
threshed  out  by  other  members.  I  have,  there- 
fore, only  to  say  that  if  the  leaders  of  the  party 
— and  I  have  a  sincere  respect  for  the  Premier, 
and  also  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposition — were 
to  be  brought  into  confiiot  in  a  proper  way,  I 
would  take  a  part  on  either  side.  I  would  take 
which  side  I  thought  best.  I  must  say  that^ 
on  the  present  occasion,  no  single  member  of 
this  House  has  spoken  to  me  either  on  one  side 
or  the  other  as  to  the  course  I  intended  to  take. 
I  intend  to  give  my  vote  on  the  present  occa- 
sion with  the  Government.  I  thought  it  was 
right  that  I  should  make  this  explanation  as  to 
the  action  I  intend  to  pursue,  because  my  feel- 
ings have  been  generally  with  the  Opposition, 
and  the  vote  I  intend  to  give  is  on  the  prin- 
ciple I  have  named  with  reference  to  the 
leaders  coming  down  with  a  straight  vote  of 
want  of  confidence,  instead  of  this  constajit 
dragging  of  members  through  one  lobby  or  the 
other  on  side-issues. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  we  have  a  very  serious 
subject  to  debate  this  night.  Several  nights 
already  have  been  passed  in  discussing  it ;  but 
such  subjects  as  the  present  condition  and 
the  welfare  of  New  Zealand  I  feel  sure  we 
cannot  devote  too  long  a  time  to  carefully 
considering.  These  are  questions  on  whion 
the  greatest  interests  depend.  I  have  been 
particularly  struck  by  this  circumstance :  I 
frequently  hear  it  said,  "Give  New  Zealand 
another  chance."  Those  who  use  that  expres- 
sion imagine  that  the  very  pouring  of  a  vast 
supply  of  borrowed  capital  into  this  country 
will  make  an  extreme  change  in  it — a  change 
for  the  moment  good,  and  to  be  followed  up  by 
no  future  disaster.  But,  if  we  consider  for  a 
moment,  we  shall  find  that  a  vast  amount  of 
capital  may  exist  in  a  nation  and  the  greater 
part  of  that  nation  be  plunged  at  the  same 
time  in  the  deepest  misery ;  that  there  is  no 
relation  whatever  between  abundant  capital  in 
a  country  and  the  happiness  of  its  inhabi- 
tants— that  is,  "capital  "in  the  sense  in  which 
we  generally  use  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  speak 
in  scientific  terms  when  I  say  abundance  of 
money  in  a  country  may  be  accompanied  with 
the  greatest  poverty.  Now,  wliat  is  the  case 
in  Great  Britain  at  the  present  moment? 
There  we  see  one  of  the  greatest  nations  tho 
world  has  ever  seen — the  mistress,  I  may  say, 
of  all  navigable  seas,  the  owner  of  all  the 
richest  portions  of  the  globe,  and  with  such 
an  abundance  of  money  or  treasure  in  her 
possession  that  she  hardly  knows  what  to  do 
with  it;  and  yet  millions  of  her  population 
are  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  possible  misery. 
Now,  it  is  quite  certain  that,  if  the  abundant 
capital  in  England  were  by  patriotic  citizens 
properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  destitutiq 
and  the  establishment  in  the  land  of  ot^ 
industries    than    those  existing,   and   to 
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opcning-up  of  new  markets,  and,  I  will  say, 
new  possessions,  a  very  great  change  might  be 
.wrought  in  England  within  a  very  short  period 
pf  time.  But  that  is  not  done.  The  mass  of 
Jilt  statesmen  seem,  apparently,  afraid  to  ven- 
ture upon  any  new  experiment.  England, 
as  a  nation,  hardly  ever  puts  forth  her 
strength.  Her  statesmen  certamly  seem  afraid 
to  move ;  none  of  them  seem  capable  of  any 
great  conception  —  of  such  a  conception  as 
would  help  forward  the  progress  of  that  new 
«ocial  state  which  is  undoubtedly  rising  in  the 
world.  They  dread  its  approach ;  they  are 
afraid  of  what  may  happen  ;  but  they  do  no- 
thing to  guide  its  course,  or  to  render  it  that 
benetioial  power  which  1  am  certain  it  will  be 
hereafter.  They  stand  aghast  at  the  prospect 
which  seems  t«  meet  their  eyes,  of  an  old 
civilization  shaking  and  vanishing  from  under 
their  feet,  and  a  new  civilization  coining  on. 
That  is  the  state  of  England.  Her  money 
avails  her  very  little,  and  it  will  avail  her  but 
little  unless  it  is  well  applied ;  and  I  say  that  if 
we  were  to  get  more  money  here,  unless  we 
know  what  we  intend  to  do  with  it,  it  would 
not,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  blessing,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  might  prove  a  very  great  misfor- 
tune. But,  now,  do  not  think  from  my  saying 
that  that  I  would  argue  that  we  are  to  get  no 
more  money.  Let  us  look  at  our  own  position 
at  the  present  moment  of  time.  I  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  pay  no  attention  to  what  the 
Government  may  tell  them,  or  what  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  may  tell  them,  but  to  look  the 
facts  clearly  in  the  face.  No  more  unpopular 
thing  can  be  said  than  that  at  the  present 
moment  we  are  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  our  debt ;  but  I  unhesitatingly  affirm 
that  we  borrow  every  penny  of  interest  we  pay, 
and  that  we  are  adding  to  the  borrowed  money 
the  borrowed  interest  on  our  debt  every  year. 
The  thing  is  perfectly  plain.  The  commonest 
understanding  can  take  it  in  at  once.  What 
do  we  borrow  tliis  year?  A  million  and  a 
half. 

An  Hon.  I^rEMBER.—Two  millions. 

Sir  G.  GKEY. — No.  You  say  two  millions  ; 
but  it  is  a  million  and  a  half.  That  is  the 
necessary  sum  for  this  year,  and  that  is  what 
we  borrow  for  this  year.  And  what  interest 
are  we  now  paying  ?  £1,600,000.  Now,  put 
it  in  this  way :  Supposing  that  a  cry  was 
raised  for  no  more  borrowing,  and  was  ac- 
ceded to  at  once,  and  we  were  told  that  there 
was  to  be  no  more  borrowing,  what  would 
be  the  consequence  ?  You  would  have  to 
send  to  England  £1,600,000  from  this  colony  to 
pay  interest  on  your  debt,  and  you  would  not 
nave  a  single  penny  left  for  any  internal  im- 
provement or  for  any  necessary  expenditure 
whatever.  The  greatest  distress  must  at  once 
prevail  in  the  colony ;  great  misery  would  fall 
upon  it :  but  the  sum  must  be  paid,  and  we 
should  be  struggling  against  debt  and  against 
poverty.  .  I  think  I  shall  be  safe  in  saying  that 
at  least  twelve  or  fifteen  years  would  be  re- 
quired before  we  should  emerge  from  the  diffi- 
culty in  which  under  such  circumstances  we 
should  be  involved ;  because  this  sum  having 
Sir  G.  Qrey 


to  be  sent  away  every  year  is  exactly  the  son^ 
£1,500,000,  which  we  require  for  our  aaniadl 
expenditure,  and  without  it  the  colony  wooMJ; 
be  impoverished  to  the  last  possible  degree.; 
I  think  that  must  be  clear  to  all.  Therefow  ^ 
1  contend  that  for  some  time  borrowing  ii  »j 
necessity  from  which  we  cannot  escape;  aaft] 
1  further  say  this :  that  we  ought  to  tsie  job^^ 
sures  to  relieve  ourselves  from  these  causes  to ' 
which  I  am  alluding — that  we  ought  to  tate: 
some  decided  steps  in  that  direction;  and  I  saf  ] 
that  such  steps  can  with  safety  be  taken-  L^ 
us  look  at  New  Zealand  as  she  is  situated  now. 
Here  you  have  your  great  cities,  one  of  whicft 
we  are  in,  separated  by  long  distances  from  om 
another.  You  have  your  great  stores,  yonr 
shops,  your  merchants,  your  tradesmen,  yoor 
citizens  of  various  kinds  ;  and  I  say  they  haw 
none  of  them  enough  to  do.  Your  warehouse* 
could  hold  more,  your  shops  have  only  half  the 
customers  they  require,  you  require  additiond 
population  in  so  far  as  your  cities  are  concerned 
—population  of  a  peculiar  kind.  Then,  in  re- 
gard to  your  country  you  have  railroads  maM 
through  the  finest  portion  of  New  Zealand, 
you  have  roads  made — you  have  the  skele- 
ton of  a  great  nation ;  but  you  have  not  the 
muscle  and  flesh  with  which  to  fill  that  up. 
I  say,  therefore,  that  the  measure  I  propose, 
and  which  I  say  the  Premier  prevented  beiug 
brought  forward  this  session — which  incimibered 
our  Order  Paper,  but  never  has  been  allowed  to 
have  a  fair  hearing — is  a  measure  that  would 
have  brought  to  you  farmers  with  capital  for 
every  farm  in  the'^country.  That  measure  has 
not  been  allowed  to  come  up,  and  to  be  made 
law,  as  I  believe  it  would  have  been  by  this 
House  if  it  had  been  brought  forward.  In 
that  respect  I  think  a  great  injustice  has  beea 
done  to  myself,  has  been  done  to  this  House, 
and  has  been  done  to  the  country.  Whether  it 
was  from  jealousy,  or  what  the  cause  was,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  ;  but  one  measure  which  I 
believe  was  a  great  measure  for  helping  this 
country  was  allowed  to  die  stillborn,  and  has 
been  sacrificed.  To  what  ?  To  a  ball.  That  a 
the  deity  to  which  that  measure  was  sacrificed 
and  offered  up.  Very  well.  I  say  that  would 
have  been  one  very  great  relief  to  the  coun- 
try. But  let  us  look  further.  I  have  not  only 
traced  out  the  state  of  Now  Zealand,  but  1 
have  given  a  sketch  —  just  a  few  strokes— 
which  I  think  all  will  a<lmit  to  be  true  d 
the  present  condition  of  New  Zealand;  and  I 
say  that  it  would  bo  in  the  power  of  England 
to  unite  this  great  Empire  into  one  con- 
sistent whole,  to  place  every  one  of  her  (Zio- 
nists in  reach  of  all  her  possessions,  to  relicTe 
England  of  a  great  part  of  her  surplus  popular 
tion,  and  to  open  new  fields  of  industry  and 
new  commerce  to  the  British  nation.  And  yon 
will  ask,  How  could  that  bo  done — how  could 
that  fall  in  with  the  plan  that  you  pro- 
pose ?  Y'et  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  pl«a 
which  I  propose  to  you,  or  one  feature  which 
would  help  it  forward  very  much  indeed.  Now, 
any  honourable  gentleman  who  has  studied 
the  movement  that  is  going  on  in  the  United 
g^Q^tes  and   England   would    have  xemaA^ 
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atukt  there  is  a  universal  assent  given  to  this 
:principle :  that  the  State  must  gain  possession 
ii  the  railroads  which  traverse  its  territory  ; 
it  must  command  all  the  great  means  of  com- 
munication throughout  the  country;  it  must 
.866  that    accommodation  is  provided  for  its 
people  to  .travel  from  one  part  of  the  nation 
to  another  with  the  greatest  facility  and  at 
the  least  cost;    and  that    unless    the    State 
cecuro  that  power  great  evils  will  arise  from 
private  companies  possessing  these  means  of 
eommunication,  which,  as  I  have  stated  before, 
the  Grovemments  of  different  nations  are  so 
^anxious  to  get  into  their  hands — which  end, 
in  fact,  most  Continental  Governments  have 
accomplished.    Now,   if  there  is  anything  in 
vhat  I  say,  I   think   honourable   gentlemen 
will  feel  this:  that,  Great  Britain,  aa  a  mer- 
cantile nation,   possessing  so  many  outlying 
•portions  of  the  Empire,  such  great  colonies,  it 
would  be  her  duty  to  secure  the  oceaji  as  a 
road    belonging  virtually   to    herself,   and   to 
see  that  on  that  road  are  established  rapid 
Mud    excellent  means  of  communication  from 
one   part    of    the    globe   to  the  other.      Let 
me  explain    what    I    mean.      Take,    for    in- 
stance, the  track  from  Great  Britain  to  Aus- 
tralia through  the  Suez  Canal.   ThcCt  track,  like 
«  great  road,  passes  nothing  but  stations — 
Gibraltar,  Malta,  through  the  Suez  Canal  to 
Ceylon,  thence  to  different  parts  of  Australia 
and  diJSerent  parts  of  India ;  and  I  contend 
that,  if  Great  Britain,  rising  to  a  sense  of  her 
duty,  would  put  on  large  Government  steamers, 
such  as  we  have  done  here  ourselves,  and  make 
■arrangements  by  which  passengers  could   sjo 
from  one  part  of  the  Empire  to  another  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost,  as  far  as  possible  equaliz- 
ing the  cost  of  passages  to  each  portion  of  her 
dominions,  something  on  the  same  system  as 
telegraphs  are  established — I  say,  if  she  would 
do  that,  and  would  maintain  constant  and  fre- 
quent communication  by  these  vessels  passing 
from  one  part  of  the  Empire,  carrying  her  sub- 
jects who  choose  to  travel  and  who  choose  to  be 
settlers,  at  the  lowest  possible  terms,  supplied 
ivith  the  best  possible  accommodation,  that  in 
that  way  she  truly  might  be  mistress  of  a  great 
empire,  and  in  the  case  of  New  Zealand — our 
own  case — would  soon  supply  to  us  a  population 
-able  to  pay  their  own  passages  out  on  those 
terms,  all   bringing   some   capital,    and   able 
to  occupy  the  lands  which  under  the  system 
I  speak  of   would   be  thrown  open  to  them. 
It  T»as  by  her  great  Boman  roads,  and  her 
perfect  system  of  communication  throughout 
the  entire  empire,  that  Rome   rose   to,   and 
maintained,  her  imperial  greatness.    I  think 
honourable  gentlemen  will  see  that  a  system 
of  this  kind    would   furnish    England    with 
really  the  greatest  navy  in  the  world — not  in- 
tended for  war   necessarily,  but    her  vessels 
"Would  be  capable  of  being  turned  into  wor- 
''wssels ;  and  I  believe  that  she,  establishing  a 
system  of  the  sort,  would  never  have  occasion 
tousethosewar-vesselssigainsta  foreign  Power, 
J>ec«ise  she  would  be  t»o  powerful.    I  think, 
therefore,  that  I  have  shown  that  England,  in 
«oe  way  of  employing  her  capital,  might  do  a 


great  good  ;  and  I  believe  if  her  statesmen  set 
their  minds  to  devise  such  a  plan  it  would 
soon  be  found  that  this  great  Empire  would  be 
in  a  very  different  condition  from  what  it  is 
at  present — m  every  part  distress  and  poverty 
necessarily  existing,  whilst  capital,  fertile  lands, 
all  lie  open  to  her  use.  Altogether  the  prospect 
open  to  us  is  very  great,  if  we  will  only  look  at 
it  fairly  and  fully.  Now,  I  have  spoken  of  the 
misery  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  enter  into  any  details  on  that  sub- 
ject. Take  up  any  recent  work,  or  look  at  the 
state  in  which  her  city  populations  live,  more 
like  animals  than  human  beings,  without  hope, 
without  sufficient  food,  without  sufficient 
clothing,  exposed  to  a  rigorous  climate,  often, 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  unable  to  have 
fires  in  their  rooms  at  any  period  but  when 
cooking  their  meals.  Look  at  the  country 
population — the  agricultural  population — and 
you  will  find  their  misery  equally  great.  It  is 
impossible  to  contemplate  such  scenes  without 
the  heart  being  moved  with  pity  and  desiring 
in  some  degree  to  relieve  them.  I  say,  if  we 
would  throw  open  our  lands  hero  in  the  man- 
ner I  propose,  if  we  would  give  large  openings 
to  the  population  of  Britain  to  come  here, 
wc  might  very  much  relieve  tho  miseries 
under  which  they  suffer  ;  and  other  colonies 
and  countries  would  undoubtedly  follow  our 
example,  and  thus  the  relief  afforded  would 
be  great  indeed.  Some  centuries  must  elapse 
ere  all  waste  lands  could  be  filled  up.  I 
spoke  of  the  Government  taking  possession  of 
the  railroads.  Now  let  me  look  at  that  ques- 
tion as  it  exists  in  our  own  country,  and  direct 
tho  attention  of  honourable  gentlemen  to  that 
subject.  Firstly,  with  whose  money  were 
those  railroads  in  New  Zealand  which  I  have 
spoken  of  constructed  ?  With  the  money  of  tho 
whole  people.  Who  have  reaped  the  greatest 
benefit  from  them  ?  The  persons  through 
whose  property  they  passed — those  persons  m 
whose  properties  stations  are  established  and 
villages  grow  up,  where  there  is  every  means 
of  removing  goods  at  the  cheapest  possible 
rate.  These  are  the  persons  who  chiefly  bene- 
fit from  the  railways.  Enormous  value  was 
given  to  their  property  —  a  very  great  value 
indeed.  What  did  they  pay  for  those  benefits  ? 
The  law  at  furst  said  that  they  were  to  pay  a 
proportionate  part  of  tho  cost  of  making  the 
railways ;  but  they  were  principally,  or  they 
made  up  a  great  part  of,  the  law-givers  of  the 
country,  or  those  who  returned  tho  law-givers 
to  Parliament,  and  by  a  law  made  by  them- 
selves thoy  relieved  themselves  from  that  just 
servitude  which  was  put  upon  them.  The 
result  became  this:  that  the  whole  popu- 
lation had  equally  to  pay  the  cost  of  those 
railways.  Let  us  take  the  labouring  popu- 
lation. They  have  to  pay,  head  for  head,  as 
much  as  any  other  person  in  the  country,  or 
very  nearly.  You  will  find  that  when  taxa- 
tion is  distributed  into  the  places  where  it 
naturally  falls — that  is,  uxoon  the  heads -that 
have  really  to  pay  it — very  nearly  an  equal  sum 
is  paid  by  every  individual  in  the  colony  ' 
the  cost  of  the  construction  of  those  railw 
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Now,  attempt  In  b.  i;:.,'  n!^c  hero  to  moke  tho  i 
railwr.vs  pay  that  <v»t :   but  what  docs  that 
inc.in?     It  doos  ii^t  relieve  the  charge   upon 
tho   p  '•|>ii}    at    lai.;»3;    it    simply    establishes 
anothL-r   kind  of  t..x— an  invisible  tax  which 
yoii  piv  without  knowing  what  you  are  doinj;. 
You  pay,  apparently,  for  being  carried  on  tlio 
railway.     1  iiat  is  t!iu  fact ;  but,  upon  the  other 
hand,  thr  railways  arc  our  own,  and  you  aro 
makiii;:  t'lo  many  pay   for   tho  few:  that  is, 
th';:?u   >vlit>   travel   ou   the   railv.ays  made    by 
thoir  nioiioy  have  to  pav  a  tar  to  relieve  the 
great  landowners  wliose  properties  aro  enriched 
by  tho  railways.    That  1  look  upon  as  a  very  ' 
great  hardship  indeed.      I  look  upon  it  o«?  a 
very  great  drawback    to   tho   welfare    of    the 
colony.      What   I  think  ou;,'ht  to   ba   do:ie   i3 
this:    As  I  said  once  before  this  st'Si-ion,  we 
should  abandon  all  intcniionof  making  a  prolit 
out  of   our  railways.     We  should  make  them 
pay  the  working    expenses   and   look   for  no- 
thing'  more   than    that,   and   then    allow   tho  | 
pi'ojilo   to   travel    on   soir.e   fair    Kystcm,   and  ' 
allow  goods  to  bo  carried  on  some  fair  system,  | 
throughout  the  whole  colony,  something  upon 
tho  plan  on  which  tho  telegraph  is  worked,  so  ' 
that  as  far  as  possible  yoa  should  render  all  I 
land  of  equal  value  so  far  as  transport  go'-^,  and 
HO  that  a  man  fifty  miles  from  Christdmrch  ' 
should  have  little  more  to  pay  than  the  man  \ 
livin;<  five  or  ten  miles  from  Christcluircli.     If 
a  in».n  gets  into  a  train  it  matters  little  wlierc 
ln'  g<ts  out.     In  that  way,  produce,  wherever  " 
pr(»  iuced,  would  be  of  almost  equal  value  to  all  j 
pr.idwcers  when  it  reached  the  market.    Labour 
eon  Id  bo  easily  obtained.     The  labourer  could  ' 
ea-i'.v  carry  his  labour   to  tho   best  mark.-t ;  [ 
hffiuiso,  to  mo,  this  appears  very  hard  mdct.d :  j 
thai  a  great   capitalist  wishing*   for  instance,  I 
to  invest  110,000  in  tiie  interior  can  carry  the  ' 
whob»  of  it  in  his  poiket  in  bank-notes  wi{h-)ut 
troul'U'.    That  is  bis  capital ;  and  the  labour.-r's 
only  capital  is  his  power  to  labour.     But  ho  is 
ohlij:('d  to  pay  exactly  the  same  as  the  capi- 
tal is  L,    except   that  the   ono   may  travel  in  a 
lli>.L-cla8S  carriage  and  the  other  in  a  second- 
ebis'i  carriage.     Tho  whole  system  of  our  rail- 
ways a]>pcars  to  me  most  absolutely  unjust; 
and  that,  I  think,   is  ono  of  tho  first  great 
roforms   wo  should  carry  out  here.    Now,   I 
Wftnt,  if  possible,  to  get  honourable  gentlemen 
to  a  ;rec  with  mo   on   this   point:  that  is,  to 
Homo  extent,  I  cannt»t  trace  to  wliat  degree  the 
nxisteneo  of  ••  the  \mcmployetr'  in  this  colony 
is  to  ho  attributed  to  the  system  under  which 
our  railways  aro  conducted":    but  it  arises,  in 
part,  tnnw    tho  dilliculty   they  experience   in 
earn  uig  their  labour  to"  the  best  market,— in 
dislnbuting  tluMMsclves  over  tho  country  from 
spot  to  spot  whoro  they  are  wanted.     Koweyer, 
without  dwelling  too  much  on  that  subject,  this 
wt^  luw^l  aurce  ou:  that  the  appearance  of  "  the 
unenjpKned"  in  numbeiN  in  dilTerent  parts  of 
the  cv^louy  is  a  wrv  alarming  spectacle.     In  a 
now  et>ini;ry  like  tliis   it  Mvma  almost  inercd- 
ll»le  tint  such  a  laiKo  number  of  pei-sons  should 
HUvUlcnl>  be  ibivwn  out  of  empK\vment  in  our 
grxMit   caie««.  that  thojv  should  bo  apparently 
very  Utile  chance  of  their  immediately  gatinj, 


employment,  and  that  really  great  distress  aiii 
suf  cring  should  exist.  Many  persons  will  tell 
you  that  there  is  really  little  distress,  after 
all.  They  will  try  to  laugh  it  off.  Bat  I  know 
for  a  certainty,  and  from  authorities  that  t 
cannot  doubt,  that  there  are  really  good  haz^ 
working  families  who  are  plunged  in  grest  aai 
quite  undeserved  distress.  Now,  I  contend  ft 
is  tho  duty  of  tho  Government  to  give  all  tho» 
people  employment.  That  is  an  absolute  neoes^ 
^ity.  Hero  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  locil 
bodies  must  do  a  great  deal ;  and  I  heard  i& 
the  course  of  this  afternoon  an  extraordinaij 
statement  made  on  this  subject.  One  honour- 
able  member  remarked  that  he  was  glad  thtl 
some  of  the  southern  people  who  were  out  of 
employment  had  obtained  employment  in  the 
northern  districts.  Well,  their  appearanoe 
there  is  followed  almost  immediately  by  dis- 
tress in  Auckland.  That  is,  too  much  labcor 
is  poured  into  one  part  of  the  colony  frooi 
another ;  and  I  think  no  one  will  contend  that^ 
if  you  allow  free  circulation  of  labour  frosi 
place  to  place,  and  if  too  much  labour  con- 
gregates at  one  place  and  distress  occurs  theie^ 
it  will  be  fair  to  throw  on  that  locaUty 
tho  charge  of  getting  rid  of  that  distress,  and 
by  your  railway -rates  prevent  the  working- 
men — the  real  owners  of  tho  railways — ^from 
escaping  to  a  place  where  they  would  be  of 
value.  Although  my  views  may  appear  com- 
munistic, I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  at 
large,  under  such  circumstances,  to  providt 
labour  for  tho  people  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. I  say  that  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
for  a  single  day  to  continue  without  employ- 
ment. Tho  loss  of  the  work  of  five  or  six 
hundred  men  for  a  single  day  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  whole  community — a  loss  which  can  never 
be  replaced — so  much  wealth  absolutely  gone. 
I  say,  therefore,  there  should  be  no  delay  what- 
ever in  that  respect ;  and  I  say,  secondly,  that 
they  ought  to  be  put  to  remunerative  employ- 
ment— that  is,  to  employment  which  absolutely 
pays.  But  to  put  them  to  stone -breakbg 
or  work  of  that  kind,  to  get  rid  of  them,  ^ 
done  solely  for  that  view,  is  a  mistake.  Re- 
munerative employment  should  be  provided  for 
such  persons.  Then,  again,  I  say  this— and  I 
fear  this  will  be  a  very  unpopular  thing  for  m« 
to  say:  I  contend  that  thoy  ought  to  receive  a 
just  day's  wages — that  they  ought  not  to  be 
beaten  down  to  the  lowest  sum  they  can  take- 
that  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  but  that  such 
just  wages  ought  to  be  given  to  them  as  would 
admit  of  their  obtaining  healthy  ajad  propel 
food,  clothing,  and  lodging  for  their  families. 
That  they  are  entitled  to.  I  have  seen  that,  ia 
somo  of  the  discussions  which  have  token  plae* 
with  these  unemployed,  it  has  been  said,  "Oh, 
wo  can  only  give  you  so  much,  because,  if 
we  gave  more,  it  would  interfere  with  the 
farmers."  Now,  I  contend  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
tho  Government  to  keep  wages  at  a  fair  ani 
just  standard,  because  to  try  to  keep  theii 
lower  than  the  wages  which  those  compel 
in  I?  for  labour  will  give  is  to  say  that  vol 
will  bring  down  wages  below  what  is  ab*- 
lu:ely  necessary  for    proper    and    r^pectabW 
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•abeistenoe  to  a  man  and  his  family :  for  the 
pnvate  competitozs  for  labour  will  gradually 
leduoe  wages  to  the  lowest  sum  upon  which 
people  can  exist.  If,  therefore,  the  (Govern- 
ment does  not  give  fair  wages,  it  must  lead 
to  a  general  fall  of  wages  below  the  just  and 
fair  standard ;  and  that  means,  to  plunge  the 
labouring- classes — ^not  one,  but  the  whole  of 
them:  the  meritorious,  the  worthless,  the  in- 
dnstrious,  and  the  indolent — to  plunge  them 
all,  in  a  moment,  into  one  common  suffering, 
which  once  got  into  it  would  be  found  very 
difficult  to  raise  them  from  again.  I  therefore 
do  hope,  in  view  of  the  expenditure  which  we 
must  cany  on  from  loan  for  some  time,  and 
remembering  that  all  pay  equally  the  capital 
and  interest  of  those  loans,  and  that  all  have 
an  equal  right  to  advantage  from  them — I  do 
hope  that,  in  all  cases  of  destitution  of  the  kind 
I  speak  of,  the  Government  will  act  upon 
these,  as  I  think,  just  and  liberal  and  proper 
principles  which  I  have  tried  to  lay  do>vn. 
And  you  must  remember  that  a  fall  in  wages, 
the  fall  in  food  and  clothing,  the  fall  in  respec- 
tability which  poverty  brings  on,  sire  not  the 
only  disadvantages.  There  is  also  the  dis- 
advantage of  degradation — the  keenest  dis- 
advantage of  all.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
saying  that  the  Premier  has  on  several  occa- 
sions spoken  most  unmercifully  to  people  of 
this  kind.  I  was  particularly  struck  with  one 
thing,  showing  the  difference  that  poverty 
makes  in  a  man,  as  compared  with  another 
man  who  is  not  poor.  It  was  a  conversation 
which  passed  at  a  meeting  of  a  deputation, 
which  presented  resolutions;  and  what  was 
said  to  them  ?  It  was  said  that  one  of  the  reso- 
lutions suggested  what  was  untrue — they  were 
not  told  that  they  were  mistaken,  they  were 
not  set  right  quietly  and  gently,  but  the  word 
"  untrue  "  was  used.  And  then  a  discussion 
wag  entered  into ;  and  what  took  place  ?  LIr. 
Job  Bitclifie  —  who,  I  must  say,  appears  to 
have  had  almost  the  patience  of  Job  — said 
this:  *'A8  to  the  first  resolution,  it  is  true, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
say  that  the  Premier  said  what  was  imtrue." 
That  was  the  word  used.  What  was  the 
answer  to  him  ?  ••  If  you  do  I  shall  order 
you  out  of  the  room."  Could  Mr.  Bitcliflfe 
have  ordered  the  great  man  out  of  the  room  ? 
No;  there  was  a  difference  between  destitu- 
tion and  wealth.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that, 
if  your  population  sink  into  poverty  of  the 
kind  into  which  they  seem  to  be  sinking 
in  several  parts  of  the  country,  it  will  pro- 
dace  a  change  in  that  manly  self-respect 
which  I  think  every  inhabitant  of  New  Zea- 
land should  possess.  Now,  it  may  bo  asked, 
"  What  work  would  you  put  *  the  unemployed  * 
on?"  To  that  I  answer,  Let  them  open  up 
roads  through  the  Crown  lands,  and  from  out 
of  their  number  pick  the  most  deserving  of 
those  who  are  fitted  to  be  country  settlers,  and 
settle  them  on  the  lands  through  which  they 
have  constructed  roads.  If  you  place  the  un- 
empbyed  in  the  vicinity  of  new  settlements, 
wiiere  the  roads  are  incomplete,  and  let  them 
give  great  value  to  the  lands  there  by  the 


making  of  roads  and  other  public  works,  I 
feel  sure  that  ample  work  could  bo  found  for 
these  persons  who  are  now  out  of  employment. 
The  suggestion  that  was  made  to-day  in  this 
House  as  to  how  to  dispose  of  the  unemployed 
was,  I  think,  as  cruel  a  proposition  as  could 
be  made — because  I  know  what  a  gum-digger's 
lifo  is,  and  the  peculiar  qualities  that  are 
required  in  those  who  undertake  it — should 
you  thus  waste  skilled  labour;  and  I  say 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  instead  of 
having  recourse  to  some  casual  thing  of  that 
kind,  to  put  your  unemployed  on  works  where,, 
from  being  in  the  vicinity  of  farms  and  the 
occupied  parts  of  the  country,  they  would  be 
likely  to  get  employment  or  to  settle  them- 
selves, which  would  give  them  a  hope  in  life 
and  a  chance  of  doing  well  in  the  country.  I 
should  now  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
proposed  expenditure,  and  to  refer  to  subjects 
that  I  think  are  really  of  far  greater  import- 
ance than  people  generally  imagine.  During 
this  session,  and,  in  part,  during  last  session,, 
we  have  passed  a  series  of  Acts,  some  of 
which  place  large  amounts  at  the  absolute 
disposal  of  a  Llinister  —  larger  far  than  is 
usually  done.  Now,  I  say  that  ought  not  to 
be  done.  For  instance,  to  give  a  lump  sum 
of  £100,000  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Na- 
tive lands — that  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  thing 
that  ought  not  to  be  done.  It  is  giving 
a  Minister  undue  powers.  Who  can  tell 
what  is  meant  by  the  vague  words,  "pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  "  ?  Wo  have  had  cases 
brought  forward  in  which  great  objections 
have  been  found  to  the  way  in  which  money 
has  been  spent — some  of  them  justly,  some  of 
them  I  do  not  quite  agree  with.  I  say  this 
giving  of  such  large  powers  of  that  kind  is  a 
wrong  thing.  Then,  again,  Acts  have  been 
passed,  and  especially  one  this  session,  which 
Pfave  very  largo  powers  in  a  peculiar  direction. 
By  the  Act  I  refer  to,  power  is  given  to  a  Minis- 
ter to  appoint  Commissioners  with  power  to 
manage  Native  lands.  It  gives  the  power,  very 
groat  indeed,  of  creating  offices  and  paying 
people  out  of  the  property  of  the  Natives.  It 
gives  the  Natives  no  fair  chance  themselves 
of  choosing  persons  to  manage  their  property. 
Altogether,  great  powers  have  been  given  by  us 
to  the  Government,  which  I  think  ought  not 
to  have  been  given.  I  will  give  another  in- 
stance. In  regard  to  the  Insurance  Association 
powers  were  given,  or  were  assumed,  to  pur- 
chase buildings.  I  say  these  powers  ought  not 
to  have  been  given  or  used,  but  the  House 
ought  to  have  been  asked  to  vote  specific  sums 
for  the  purchase  of  specific  places  which  per- 
sons had  agreed  to  sell  on  given  terms.  All 
these  things  lead  to  private  arrangements, 
which  are  totally  opposed  to  the  system  of 
public  expenditure  usually  followed  in  civilized 
countries.  It  is  to  avoid  such  evils  that  cer- 
tain sums  are  voted  for  specific  objects,  and 
purchases  are  carried  out  by  regular  officers 
and  submitted  to  the  heads  of  departments  to 
approve  of  them.  By  that  course  no  Minister 
is  directly  or  indirectly  mixed  up  in  the  spend- 
ing of  large  sums  of  money  which  are  appro- 
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priated  in  detail  at  his  sole  pleasure.  That, 
I  think,  is  one  great  mistake  we  have  made. 
I  believe,  if  that  mistake  is  got  over,  it  will  be 
found  that  we  can  very  greatly  reduce  our  ex- 
penditure, and  I  am  certain,  from  what  I  have 
heard,  there  are  numerous  instances  in  which 
.a  great  saving  might  have  been  made  in  sums 
of  money  that  have  been  spent.  Just  the  same 
thing  took  place  with  regard  to  our  defences. 
To  me  it  was — I  was  going  to  say  an  unpardon- 
able thing ;  but,  perhaps,  there  is  nothing 
which  is  unpardonable — but  to  my  mind  it 
was  a  very  wrong  thing,  purchases  suddenly 
made  for  a  great  amount  by  a  single  ^linister, 
instead  of  each  amount  being  voted  by  this 
Parliament  in  the  manner  in  which  I  con- 
ceive it  ought  to  have  been  voted.  Now, 
in  these  two  ways  I  think  great  saving  in 
our  expenditure  could  be  made.  Let  us  now 
look  at  the  general  question  of  expenditure. 
Is  it  possible  to  effect  any  great  saving  in  it? 
I  answer  that  I  believe  it  is.  If  it  wore  wisely 
done,  and  by  degrees,  a  very  considerable  re- 
duction might  be  made  in  the  expenditure 
throughout  the  country.  But  I  still  firmly 
believe  that  the  best  way  of  getting  out  of  the 
•difi&culty  would  be  by  filling  up  the  country 
with  farms  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have  pro- 
posed, or  which  other  gentlemen  have  proposed 
in  various  ways,  all  tending  to  the  same  object. 
I  naturally  think  my  way  the  best,  and  no 
•doubt  they  each  think  theirs  the  best.  If  that 
were  done,  if  our  population  were  increased 
by  men  of  that  kind,  able  to  work  upon  their 
own  farms,  and  each  bringing  capital  with 
him — each  enriching  the  portion  of  the  coimtry 
to  which  he  went  by  spending  his  money  in 
improvements  and  not  in  the  purchase  of  land 
— T  believe  if  that  were  done  there  would  soon 
be  such  a  large  increase  of  population  that  the 
cost  of  our  present  administrative  establish- 
ments would  be  proportionately  very  much 
reduced  per  head,  and  that  the  taxation  would 
be  much  more  easy.  I  think  a  reduction  of 
cost  could  be  effected  in  that  way  much  better 
and  much  more  easily  than  by  a  sudden  reduc- 
tion at  once,  which  would  fall  disastrously 
on  many  deserving  families.  Although  it  is 
•getting  late,  I  must  deal  with  one  other  sub- 
ject still,  closely  connected  with  what  I  have 
been  speaking  of.  It  is  this:  that  the  plan 
I  propose  would  have  the  effect  of  break- 
ing up  voluntarily,  and  not  in  a  revolutionary 
manner,  nearly  always  with  the  consent  of  the 
owners  and  to  their  benefit,  the  vast  properties 
which  are  now  possessed  in  New  Zealand,  and 
which  many  people  would  at  the  present  time 
be  very  glad  to  dispose  of.  But  I  say  this :  If  you 
do  not  break  up  these  properties,  if  you  allow 
them  to  continue  as  they  are,  and  if  you  still 
have  within  your  very  midst  numbers  of  desti- 
tute persons — a  number  which  will  constantly 
increase — this  is  as  certain  as  anything  in  the 
world  can  be  certain :  that  in  not  very  many 
years  you  will  have  a  population  here  as  desti- 
tute, as  miserable,  and,  1  believe,  in  all  respects 
as  badly  off — I  think  even  worse  off,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  extent  of  these  estates — as 
the  miserable  population  in  Great  Britain  and 
Sir  G.  Grey 


Ireland  now  is.    I  feel  certain  in  my  own  mind 
that  must  be  the  case.    When  we  reflect  upon 
the  words  which  fell  the  other  night  from  the 
honourable  member  for   Hawke's   Baj',  what 
conclusion  can  we   come  to?     That  honour- 
able gentleman  said  this  in  reference  to  the 
great  outlay  on  public  works  which  had  beea 
carried  on  here  by  a  vast  expenditure:  thai 
there  were  persons  who  had  encouraged  that 
vast   expenditure,   and   had    encouraged  this 
borrowing  and  spending  propensity,  to  give  a 
greater  value  to  their  properties,  which  had 
been   often    unfairly  acquired ;    and,    having 
done    that,   they    had  sold    out,    abandoned 
the  country,   and  left  us  to  pay  the  cost  of 
that  which  had  enriched  them.    Those  debts 
which  we  have  to  pay,  and  which  the  miser- 
able and  poor  have  to  pay  their  share  of — I  say 
those  debts  are  what  will  sink  us  into  much 
less  wealth  than  we  ought  to  have,  because 
that  is  even  now  the  case  from  the  heavy 
taxation — ^will  sink  a  great  part  of  the  colony 
into  destitution.     I  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  what  he  said,  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  those  gentlemen  have  done — what  ?    They 
have  really  broken  their  pledges,  they  have 
repudiated  their  share  of  the  public  debts,  and 
they  have  left  us  to  pay  the  debts  which  they 
have  repudiated.    That  is  the  case.    And  then 
I  thought  further  on  this  subject,  when  I  saw 
it  stated  in  all  the  papers  that  there  were 
crowds  of  colonists  in  England,  and  how  they 
were  f6ted,  how  they  were  received  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  the  honours  paid  to  them 
as  our  representative  men ;  and  I  knew  that 
amongst  them  were  many  persons  alluded  to  by 
that  honourable  gentleman.    I  said  to  myselfi 
Who  are  the  real  colonists  ?    Where  are  those 
patient  farmers  who  by  years  of  toil  have  made 
the  country  ?  Where  are  the  soldiers  who  carried 
their  rifles  in-  all  the  wars,  who  suffered  wounds 
and  hardship  of  every  kind ?    Where  are  they? 
The  Volunteers,  the  men  of  the  line,  men  of 
the  navy — all  equal  in  their  service — ^many  of 
them  deprived  of  the  little  piece  of  land  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  ajid  which  they  have 
been  kept  out  of  for  years :  what  honours  fell 
upon  them  ?    I  thought  of  the  miserable  popa- 
lation  which  might  spring  up  by  the  course 
taken  by  those  men  who  went  off  with  this 
wealth,  paid  for  by  the  people  of  New  Zealand; 
and  who  have  left  the  poor  in  the  country  to 
pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  money 
which  they  carried  off  with  them.     I  thought 
to  myself  that  I  saw   those  titles  scattered 
broadcast  amongst    so  -  called    representative 
colonists — Sir  This  and  Sir  That,  Companion 
of  This  and  Companion  of  That,  and  so  forth. 
I  asked  myself,  Are  these  titles   given  with- 
out payment,  without  cost  ?    Is  it  a  free  gift 
of  the  English  Colonial   Minister's?      And  I 
said.    No;  the  pa3rment   for  these  things  is 
hereafter    to    be    demanded  —  that    payment 
will  bo  the  sighs  and  sobs  of  thousands  ol 
little  children  in  New  Zealand,  badly  clothed, 
badly  fed,  reduced  to  a  state  of  starvation,  to 
which  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  Elisg- 
for|land  is  reduced.    That  will  be  the  payment 
these  titles.    And  I  did  hope  the  Pa  " 
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if  Kew  Zealand  wonld  insist,  if  possible,  even 
tthis  session,  npon  their  lands  being  yet  in  some 
iray  thrown  open  to  the  people  of  the  colony, 
ind  some  steps  taken  to  see  that  proper  ex- 
penditure is  enforced  on  the  country  for  the 
niture,  and  that  the  Government  shall  not  give 
money  for  buildings  and  land  here  and  there 
aft  the  vnll  of  a  single  Minister,  but  that  every 
specific  thing  shall  be  voted  as  it  ought  to  bo 
voted,  and  that  in  this  way  we  should  enter  on 
that  course  which  may  lead  us  at  last  out  of 
those  difficulties  which  undoubtedly  surround 
us,  and  which  I  have  tried  to  put  before  you 
titiis  night. 

Mr.  BEVAN. — Sir,  I  have  been  drawn  into 
offering  a  few  remarks  on  this  debate,  a  debate 
which   I  think  from   its   commencement  has 
been  a  purposeless  one,  for  I  cannot  see,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  what  good  object  it 
can  serve.     During  the  first  part  of  the  debate 
I  determined  not  to  offer  any  remarks  what- 
ever ;  but  the  aspect  of  the  case  has  changed, 
and  therefore  I  think  it  is  my  duty,  following 
the    advice    of    the   honourable    member   for 
Egmont,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  to  raise  my  voice  and  state  my  views 
on  this  occasion.    I  must,  first  of  all,  protest 
Against  the  tone  which  the  debate  has  taken 
from  the  commencement.    In  referring  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara — who  was 
the  first   to   open  this  debate — I  regret  very 
mnch  that  from  the  moment  he  landed  here 
from  England  his  style  of  speech  has  been 
of  the   most  gloomy  character.     Ho  imports 
misgivings  into  all  his  utterances,  and  fore- 
shadows dangers  w^hich  none  but  himself  can 
lee.    The   speech  he  delivered,  to  my  mind, 
was  thoroughly  answered  in  a  most  able  man- 
ner by  the  Alinistcr  of  Lands.    It  appears  to 
me  that  it  has  been  the  idea,  throughout  the 
poUtical   life  of   the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara,  that  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
was   always    surrounded   with    dangers    and 
troubles  ahead.    I  might  be  permitted  to  call 
that  honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  an 
earlier  period  of   his   political   life,  when,   I 
presume,  a  happier  family  was  on  those   Go- 
▼einment  benches  than  he  is  disposed  at  this 
moment  to  admit  sit  there  now.    Chance  has 
thrown  in  my  way  an  utterance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  given  in  the  year  1876  on  a 
remarkable  occasion,  and  one  in  which  he  evi- 
dently took  great  pride.    It  was  on  the  return  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  our  present  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, as  representative  for  Wanganui.    I  wish 
these  utterances  to  be  recorded,  in  order  that 
they  may  again  bring  to  mind  some  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  views  of  that  period. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  chairman  at  a 
banquet  given  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  on  the  occa- 
Hon,  and    he  is  reported,   in  the    Watigamii 
Chronicle  of  the   18th   March,  187G,  to  have 
ipoken  the  following  words,  when,  as  chairman, 
he  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening—namely, 
*'  The  present  Ministry,  coupled  with  the  name 
of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  the  guest  of  the  evening : " 
"In  coupling  the  name  of  Sir  Julius  with 
the  toast,  he  considered  he  was  connectinf::  the 
wane  of  the  foremost  statesman  in  the  Southern 


Hemisphere  with  that  toast.  Confining  himself 
more  particularly  to  the  Ministry,  he  would 
remark  that  Mr.  Richardson  was  pre-eminently 
fitted  for  his  position,  as  also  was  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  to  whose  efforts  he  attributed  much 
of  what  had  been  done  in  preserving  peace 
with  the  Native  race.  Major  Atkinson  was  also 
spoken  of  as  a  most  valuable  man,  both  in  the 
Assembly  and  Ministry.  Mr.  Bryce  dwelt  at 
considerable  length  on  the  public  works  scheme 
and  the  present  financial  position  of  the  colony. 
He  looked  with  doubts  int<5  the  future,  but 
believed  that,  if  the  ship  was  in  danger,  with 
Sir  Julius  at  the  wheel,  ultimately  everything 
would  come  out  safe.  Anything  which  he 
he  might  say  would  not  add  further  to  the 
reputation  of  Sir  Julius,  as  no  better  evidence 
of  the  estimation  in  which  he  v/as  held  could 
be  adduced,  seeing  that  ho  had  been  elected, 
though  a  stranger,  by  such  a  large  majority." 

These  few  words  were,  I  presume,  the  honest 
impulse  of  his  heart.  I  cannot  imagine  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  excited  by  wine. 
Contrast  now — "  only  get  him  out  of  the  way." 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  allow  me  to  correct  what,  I  think,  is  a 
mistake  ?  The  latter  part  of  what  ho  quoted 
is  mine,  undoubtedly  ;  but  not  the  first  part. 

Mr.  BEVAN. — I  copied  the  words  from  the 
Wanr/anui  Chronicle  this  afternoon.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  doubts  it  I  will  produce 
the  paper. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  —  The  honourable  gentleman 
referred  to  the  Chairmcui's  remarks  first,  and 
then  mine. 

Mr.  BEVAN.—"  IMr.  Bryce  (Chairman) "  is 
printed  in  the  paper.  I  am  not  responsible  for 
the  reporter's  error.  But  it  would  appear  to 
me,  with  my  knowledge  of  political  events 
since  that  period,  that  if  any  change  has  taken 
place  it  is  not  in  regard  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer— because  I  think  it  will  be  freely  admitted 
throughout  Now  Zealand  that  he  is  still  pre- 
eminently one  of  the  foremost  statesmen  in 
New  Zealand — and  if  any  cho.ngo  has  taken 
place  it  is  in  the  honourable  nicmbor  for  Wai- 
totara. I  had  hoped,  when  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  returned  from  England  after  vindi- 
cating his  honour,  that  he  would  have  been  a 
cliampion  of  the  honour  of  New  Zealand,  and 
not  have  returned  to  this  colony  v.ith  the 
gloomy  views  he  has.  His  forebodings  have 
been  followed  by  many  speakers,  as  tlio  fol- 
lowers must  utter  the  remarks  of  their  leaders. 
I  protest  most  emphatically  against  the  attitude 
wliich  some  honourable  members  have  taken 
up,  and  I  protest  against  the  colony  being 
referred  to  as  it  has  been  during  this  debate. 
I  am  not  going  to  dwell  on  figures  or  facts, 
because  thoyhavo  been  thorougiily  answered  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Manawatu  spoke  drearily  and  dismally 
in  this  chamber  for  over  two  hours  to  empty 
benches.  He  spoke  to  his  constituents  through 
Hanmrd,  and  he  talked  a  lot,  and  absolutely 
said  nothing  to  the  members  of  this  House, 
for  ver}'  few  heard  the  honourable  gentle: 
except  those  who  kept  the  House  toge 
The  member  for  Mount  Ida,  who  is  al'' 
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•described  as  being  a  most  forcible  speaker  and 
making  grand  speeches  —believed  to  be  a  bud- 
ding Disraeli,  according  to  some  minds — that 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  we  must  not 
borrow,  that  it  is  almost  sinful  to  borrow,  but 
you  must  give  £-500,000  for  the  Otago  Central 
•  Kailway.  If  the  Ministry  were  confiidering  the 
interests  of  this  great  colony  they  would  not 
Fperd  another  shilling  on  tlie  Otago  Central 
Kailway — for  this  reason  :  Lookinj?  at  the  maps 
and  plans  in  the  lobby,  you  will  hnd  that  the 
whole  of  tlie  Otngf)  Provincial  District  is  infested 
with  rabbits,  costing  the  cclony  Svomething  like 
ii35,0(X)  a  year.  The  railways  in  that  proNincial 
district  icLurn  about  2  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
invcstud,  and  cost  the  colony  JtTo.GOO  a  year 
interest  in  excess  of  wliat  tiiey  return.  It  is 
recorded  in  Haiisar<1,  and  I  repeat  it,  so  that 
it  may  go  into  Hansard  a]L;am,  to  remind 
honouniljlo  members  of  these  facts.  I  main- 
tain tliat  wo  arc  iu>l  justified  in  laying  out 
another  bhilliii;;  on  liic  Utaf^o  Central  Kailway. 
The  lionrmruble  f;cnt!Lman  is  always  fossicking 
among  tlie  musty  rcconisof  the  past ;  and  that 
is  how  he  comes  to  give  lis  all  these  grand 
speeches  of  which  we  read  in  tlie  morning 
paper — sketcbes  from  works  on  political  eco- 
nomy— sjvjechcs  which  fcriu  very  nice  reading 
indeed,  and  would  be  very  int(  nstiii.f:  lectures 
if  they  were  delivered  ei^cwliere.  JJut  I  say 
that  in  this  House  it  is  our  duty  to  express  our 
ov.-n  opiuions  and  leave  others  to  ( rqire^s  theirs. 
However,  I  will  not  take  up  time  by  referring 
further  to  tl'.c  remarks  of  that  honourable 
gentleman.  I  come  next  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu.  His  fiery  denuneia- 
tions  still  ring  in  my  ears,  and  I  believe  they 
still  ring  in  tho  cars  of  all  who  heard  them. 
But,  after  all,  his  whole  speech  was  nothing  but 
a  series  of  denunciations  which  fell  upon  the 
unfortunate  head  of  the  T^Iinister  for  Public 
Works.  Was  there  anything  to  justify  it  ?  I 
say,  Sir,  that  there  was  no  justiiieation  what- 
ever for  his  denunciations.  There  was  not  a 
single  point  which  ho  could  take  up  and  in 
respcet  of  it  make  acljar*;e  against  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works.  With  his  bump  of  self- 
estcehi,  this  large  contractor  in  Tasmania,  in 
Victoria,  and  in  this  colony  assured  the  House 
that  he  could  regulate  evcr\thinp'.  Sir,  I 
like  to  hear  his  sonorous  tones,  but,  still,  I 
should  be  glad  if  tho  honourable  gentleman 
could  only  realize  the  truth  of  tho  words  of 
Bobbie  Burns, — 

Oh,  wad  some  power  tho  piftio  a^e  us 
To  Koe  oursels  as  otluns  si;o  us! 
It  wad  frae  mony  a  blunder  free  us, 
And  foolish  notion. 

If  tho  honourable  gentleman  would  only  take 
these  lines  to  heart  I  do  not  thuik  that  he 
would  thrust  liimself  so  much  upon  the  House 
as  he  does.  Then,  ho  was  very  severe  in  his 
condemnation  of  tho  construction  of  the  Mid- 
land Puiilvmy.  Ho  was  to  go  Home  to  England 
and  toll  them  all  about  the  miserable  country 
which  the  railway  was  to  pass  through. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — I  beg  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able j^ent Ionian  has  made  a  great  mistake.     I 
never  said  anything  of  the  sort. 
Mr,  Bcvan 


Mr.  BE  VAN.  — I  accept  the  honoonlli 
gentleman's  explanation.  It  was  not  saidK 
this  chamber. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Nor  outside  either. 

Mr.  BEVAN.— Well.  I  accept  tho  explai*. 
tion.  But  I  was  going  to  say,  if  the  bonooE^ 
able  gentleman  had  made  such  a  remark,  tM 
I  would  advise  him  to  let  the  people  at  Hctm 
know  that  he  was  coming,  in  order  that  th^ 
might  provide  a  torchlight  procession  to  wtt- 
come  this  honourable  gentleman  who  once  ailj 
on  the  Government  benches  for  twentj-foOT' 
hours. 

An  Hon.  Member.— He  did  not. 

Mr.  BEVAN.— Well,  I  understand  that  ht. 
was  intended  to  be  among  that  happy  kl 
of  Ministers  who  were  there  for  only  twen^ 
four  hours.  At  any  rate,  I  believe  he  wm: 
public  works  adviser  to  the  Ministry  thai. 
existed  for  twenty-four  hours.  However,  oo*. 
thing  is  very  certain — the  honourable  gentle*, 
man  very  frequently  gets  up  and  maka' 
speeches  which  are  carefully  preserved  in  HoMr 
sard ;  but  if  the  public  like  to  go  to  Hansafi\ 
they  will  see  that  the  honourable  gentleman  \ 
is  invariably  in  a  minority,  and  therefoia 
tlic}'  cannot  place  very  great  reliance  on  hif 
jud^^ment.  The  fact  is,  he  follows  his  maa- 
ters,  he  follows  his  leaders,  and  takes  their 
opinions  for  his  own.  With  regard  to  tiia 
construction  of  railways  and  public  works,  it 
may  be  tho  case  that  he  knows  a  great  deal 
more  about  them  than  I  do,  and  he  thera- 
fore  might  be  tolerated  more  if  he  would  dis- 
play a  little  less  of  tliat  bump  of  self-esteem. 
And  now  I  pass  from  him  to  a  more  generoui 
theme.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  hononrabla 
member  for  Egniont.  I  say  **  a  more  generoai 
theme  " — in  this  respect :  because  he  is  men 
statesmanlike  in  his  criticism.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  he  does  possess  a  knowledge  ol 
finance,  and  that  he  does,  like  all  who  possctf 
a  knowledge  of  finance,  also  possess  a  knowledge 
of  a  sort  of  legerdemain  by  which  he  is  aWa 
to  twi.st  and  turn  figures  about  to  suit  himselft 
and  to  prove,  at  any  rate  to  his  own  satisfao* 
tion,  that  he  is  quite  justified  in  coming  to  any 
conclusion  to  which  he  does  come.  There  is, 
however,  one  characteristic  which  the  hononi- 
able  gentleman  has  developed  of  late,  and 
which  I  have  noticed,  and  which,  I  beliwe, 
several  other  honourable  members  have  noticed 
also.  He  is  always  trying  to  show  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  knows  nothing  of  finance. 
Well,  it  is  only  an  illustration  of  the  old 
proverb  that  •*  two  of  a  trade  will  never  agree.** 
But,  Sir,  I  think  that  most  honourable  mem- 
bers will  recognize  that  the  Colonial  Treasxii* 
is  a  master  of  finance  when  he  is  on  these 
benches,  and  that  he  is  a  master  of  finance 
when  he  is  off  them  ;  whereas,  in  the  case 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  he 
is  a  master  of  finance  when  he  is  on  these 
benches,  but  not  when  he  is  off  them  ;  and 
therefore  we  do  not  go  to  him  for  advice  at 
the  present  time.  We  look  on  the  Ministzy 
as  being  quite  able  to  guide  us,  and  adminis- 
ter tho  affairs  of  the  colony ;  and  we  lecog- 
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Lze  that  when  tho  honourable  member  for 
k£{;xnont  was  on  those  benches  the  colony  was 
kst  drifting  into  a  deplorable  state  of  des- 
ondency :  and,  indeed,  he  frequently  told  us, 
rlicn  he  occupied  the  high  'position  of  Golo- 
iAl  Treasurer,  that  if  we  did  not  strive  for 
conomy  we  should  all  bo  ruined.  And  the 
ajiacea  that  was  to  cure  all  our  evils  was  that 
ronderful  scheme  of  national  insurance.  We 
rere  to  bring  out  paupers  from  the  Old  Coun- 
ty, and  then  tax  them  for  being  paupers,  so  as 
9  keep  them  paupers.  That  was  the  doctrine 
rfaich  the  honourable  gentleman  preached, 
hiid  it  was  because  he  preached  that  doctrine 
hat  the  people  of  the  colony  insisted  on  a 
ihange,  and  the  present  Government  came 
nto  office.  Then  I  come  to  another  point.  If 
ve  have  had  the  address  delivered  at  Tuapeka 
[noted  to  us  once  in  this  House  this  session,  we 
liave  had  it  brought  before  us  fifty  times ;  and 
bhe  same  may  be  said  about  the  Invercargill 
speech.  But  no  one  has  said  a  word  about  the 
remarkable  speech  made  in  Auckland,  when  the 
Auckland  friends  of  the  honourable  member 
indaced  him  to  come  up  there  and  address  the 
people.  We  have  never  heard  a  word  about 
Chat  remarkable  speech.  That  speech  w^as  to 
be  an  ample  refutation  of  the  figures  and  de- 
ductions of  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  but  what 
was  it  ?     What  did  he  tell  us  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — He  never  said  one  word  as 
*o  the  goldfields  and  mining  industry. 

Mr.  BE  VAN. — Yes  ;  I  thank  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  for  reminding  me  of  that. 
The  speech  was  altogether  a  failure.    It  gave 
US  no  information    on    points   to  which   the 
honourable  member  has  referred,  but  it  gave  us 
^1  information  as  to  the  price  of  butter.     We 
admit  that  the  honourable  member  is  an  au- 
thority on  butter ;  and  we  are  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  he  was  correct  when  he  told  the 
Auckland  people  that  7d.  per  lb.  would  pay  him 
tot  butter.     But,  Sir,  there  was  nothing  in  this 
speech  to  instruct  the  people  of  the  colony  on 
its  finance.     What  he  sighed  for  was  a  return 
to  the  good  old  days.    Casting  a  glance  at  a 
good  coat  which  he  had  on  his  back,  he  said  he 
"would  like  to  go  back  to  tho  old  **  blue-shirt 
<i&ys."     No    doubt    the   honourable    member 
i&s  resided  in   a  district  in  which,  in  those 
good  old  days,  money  was  more  plentiful ;  Im- 
/ferial  money  and  colonial  money  was  poured 
.in  there  for  the  support  of  the  troops;  and  I 
{'l&Te  no  doubt  that  those  are  the  times  which 
^e  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  and  to 
»hich  be  would  like  to  go  back.    But  I  do  not 
at  to  see   these  good  old  times  return ;    I 
Qt  to  see  the  present  times  made  good  times ; 
ind  those  are  the  best  statesmen  who  put  their 
ihoolders  to  the  wheel  and  try  to  help  forward 
-he  coach  of  State  by  their  wisdom,  by  their 
lodgment,  and  by  applying  their  knowledge  of 
*hat  is  required  to   make  the  present  times 
P*^.  Instead  of  merely  casting  reflections  on 
^e  Ministry  and  their  shortcomings,  let  tho 
Mnonrable  gentleman  assist  us  to  put  the  ship 
of  State  in  repair,   and  let  him  preach  to  tho 
people  and  instil  into  their  minds  the  virtue 
^  power  of  self-reliance,  instead  of  indulging 


in  gloomy  forecasts.  I  have  notliing  to  say 
about  the  speech  which  tho  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  delivered  in  this  House,  but 
I  give  him  every  credit  for  it.  He  is  very 
courageous.  Nay,  more  than  that,  I  believe 
he  is  a  true  statesman,  and  all  that  he  needs  is 
to  be  in  better  company.  Perhaps  he  wishes  to 
bo  in  better  company.  Referring  to  a  remark  of 
the  Premier's,  he  said  that  a  death-bed  repent- 
ance was  better  than  no  repentance,  and  that 
he  feared  it  was  not  far  off  in  the  case  of  the 
Ministry.  But  if  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
waiting  to  see  a  death-bed  scene  I  am  afraid  he 
will  be  disappointed,  for,  whatever  this  House 
might  do,  we  must  remember  that  the  people 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  exprcFsiiig  their 
views  directly,  when  we  must  all  ^o  to  the 
country ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  they  have 
any  wish  for  the  death  of  this  Ministry. 
Then  I  come  to  the  speech  of  the  lionourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti.  I  never  hear  that 
honourable  gentleman  speak  without  some 
concern.  He  always  speaks  in  such  a  tone  of 
injured  innocence  :  the  colony  is  always  '*  going 
to  the  dogs  "  according  to  the  honoural)le  mem- 
ber. The  other  day,  when  speaking,  he  took  it 
upon  himself  to  question  the  necessity  for  a 
valuable  public  work  now  in  progress  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  district,  and  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  present  New 
Zealand  Loan  Bill ;  and  hence  it  is  my  duty 
to  put  the  honourable  gentleman  ri<:,dit.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  as  I  have  said,  always 
appears  to  me  to  address  the  House  in  a  tone  of 
injured  innocence,  as  if  he  were  hardly  safe  in 
trusting  himseU  to  express  his  sentiments  — 
as  if  he  would  like  some  one  to  take  him  by 
the  hand ;  and  the  burden  of  his  song  always 
is  that  the  country  is  going  to  the  dogs :  but 
he  does  not  tell  us  how  it  is  to  be  saved. 
He  has  often  said  in  his  speeches,  ''if  I 
were  on  those  Government  benches."  Has 
the  honourable  gentleman  sufliciont  conceit 
in  his  composition  to  imagine  that  he  will 
ever  be  there?  I  hope  he  has  no  such  idea, 
for  I  am  sure  that  he  will  have  to  keep  a 
back-seat  for  some  years  to  come.  He  must 
be  content,  yet  awhile,  to  be  the  omament  of 
the  lawn-tennis  court  and  the  beau-ideal  of 
afternoon  tea-parties.  He  is  like  a  good  many 
more,  always  in  a  minority,  and  has  to  fol- 
low the  bidding  of  his  great  masters,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimea  once  described 
them.  Well,  the  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  he  had  gone  up  through  tho  Otago  Central 
Railway  country  at  his  own  expense,  and  had 
seen  for  himself  that  the  money  intended  to  be 
spent  on  the  Otago  Central  would  be  money  pro- 
perly spent ;  but  that  he  certainly  objected  to  a 
penny  being  spent  for  the  Hokitika-Grcymouth 
Railway,  which  runs  through  a  country  that 
he  has  never  seen.  Where  does  tho  honourable- 
gentleman  show  his  fairness  ?  I  asked  him  to 
explain  why  he  thought  the  expenditure  would 
not  be  justifiable,  but  he  only  said  that  lie  had 
been  told  so-and-so.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  know  that  hearsay  evi- 
dence is  generally  regarded  as  no  evidencft-*^ 
all.     If  iio  had  only  asked  any  impartial 
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he  would  have  got  a  very  favourable  opinion  of 
that  line.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
only  visit  the  district— and  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  welcome  him  there — he  would  see  that 
the  country  possessed  not  only  many  natural 
beauties,  scenery  which  is  unsurpassed  in  the 
v.orld,  but  also  gold  and  mineral  resources  in 
greater  profusion  than  they  are  to  be  found  in 
any  other  district  in  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No  rabbits  ? 

Mr.  BEVAN. — No  rabbits,  I  am  proud  to 
say ;  but  plenty  of  honest  and  daring  men, 
not  afraid  to  carve  out  their  destinies  in  the 
forests,  without  even  a  road  or  a  railway 
to  help  them.  I  notice  that  all  the  Opposi- 
tion members  oppose  anything  b'nng  given 
to  a  Government  supporter.  They  seem  to 
think  that  if  they  could  only  get  such  things 
knocked  out  of  the  estimates  they  would  be 
happy.  My  honourable  friend  on  my  right, 
the  member  for  Franklin  North,  spoke  in 
the  same  way.  He  is  a  very  good  follow  in 
his  evcry-day  affairs,  and  is  distinguished  by 
a  very  remarkable  laugh.  It  has  been  said  of 
him  that  it  may  be  heard  from  Onehunga  to 
Auckland — I  do  not  know  how  many  miles  tliat 
is;  but  when  I  heard  his  speech  the  other 
night,  in  his  jerky,  disjointed,  and  incoherent 
style,  I  wondered  where  was  the  beginning  of 
it,  and  whore  the  end,  and  with  what  it  was 
padded  out ;  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  talked  about  nothing,  for  there  was  notliing 
in  it.  He  talks  upon  every  subject  that  comes 
before  the  House.  He  is  the  political  !Mcntor 
of  the  House :  and  so  it  is  that  there  are 
some  ].ien  in  this  world  who  think  themselves 
l)eife<  L  lexicons  of  knowledge,  and  there  arc 
many  of  tliem  who,  like  lexicons,  thou<^h  they 
may  be  gilt-edged,  still  are  very  often  bound 
up  in  calf.  I  next  come  to  the  honourable 
meniber  for  Geraldine.  Ho  has  heard  of  mo 
before,  and  I  have  heard  of  him.  Winn  I 
hemd  the  honourable  gentleman  this  morn- 
ing protesting  against  the  unseemly  hour  at 
which  the  business  was  being  carried  on, 
protesting  in  the  most  despondent  way  at  the 
courso  WG  were  pursuing,  I  really  thought  it 
was  time  to  Ecnd  for  a  physician  for  him — he 
spoke  in  such  a  despondent  manner  that  I 
feared  there  must  be  something  really  wrong 
with  him  ;  hut  when  the  matter  came  to  a 
division,  and  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  home, 
he  rose  to  the  occasion  and  delivered  a  most 
eloquent  speech,  almost  in  the  grey  liglit  of  the 
morning,  and  lasting  for  fully  two  hours.  It 
was  a  nio.-t  bitter  speech.  There  was  nothing 
else  in  it  but  grave  imputations  levelled  against 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  All  sorts  of  charges 
and  covert  insinuations  were  hurled  against 
that  honourable  gentleman  in  a  manner  which 
I  thought  was  wholly  unjustifiable,  and  cer- 
tainly, I  thought,  not  manly.  The  honourable 
gentleman's  history  as  a  politician  is  well 
known  in  this  colony.  How  has  he  immor- 
talized his  name  ?  He  has  never  immortalized 
it  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  done.  Ho  lias 
never  proved  himself  a  friend  to  the  people. 
When  he  held  a  portfolio  as  Minister  of  i\lines 
what  did  he  do  for  the  people  on  the  West 
Mr,  B$vafi 


Coast  ?  Was  there  a  man  among  the  tninxBg 
community  there  who  had  one  woid  to  saj  m 
his  favour  ?  No,  not  one.  Was  there  any  bodf 
of  miners  brought  together  at  any  time  who.  If 
you  mentioned  his  name  to  them,  did  not  n- 
ceive  it  with  disfavour?  From  what  cause  was 
that  ?  The  cause  was  the  neglect  of  the  positios 
which  he  held,  and  the  want  of  that  interest  ia 
the  industry  which  he,  of  all  men,  should  ha^t 
displayed.  That  is  the  position  which  he  haii 
occupied  on  the  west  coast  of  the  other  Island. 
In  1876  I  hapi>ened  to  be  in  Christchurch,  aod 
saw  in  a  shop-window  there  a  magnificent  pre- 
sentation to  the  honourable  gentleman.  Ha 
was  tlien  the  idol  of  Canterbury,  and  I  only 
wished,  as  I  saw  that  presentation,  that  it  w«» 
made  of  gold,  for  then  it  would  have  been  &r 
more  acceptable  to  him.  He  was,  as  I  hate 
said,  the  idol  of  the  people  there  in  those  d&]ps. 
But  what  is  he  in  188G  ?  His  name  is  a  politi- 
cal reproach.  He  is  politically  execrated,  aod 
no  man  has  been  oftener  caricatured  than  i» 
has  in  that  large  and  wealthy  district.  I  assert 
that  the  attitude  which  he  assumed  this  morn- 
ing toward.s  tho  Government  was  not  such  as 
one  who  once  held  the  position  of  a  Minister 
should  have  taken  up.  It  was  not  right  by 
covert  insinuation  and  unjustifiable  assertiozz 
to  ca<^t  imputations  upon  a  gentleman  who 
occupies  the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer—* 
gentleman  who  has  spent  a  quarter  of  accntuiy 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  a  gentleman  whi» 
has  done  so  much  for  New  Zealand,  a  gentle- 
man who  has  raised  us  and  our  country  to  cha 
high  position  which  we  now  occupy.  I  say  that 
to  cast  such  reflections  was  unbecoming  and 
unmanly  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine.  It  is  time  that  every  mcmberof 
this  House  who  has  any  manly  feeling  should 
rise  and  denounce  such  conduct  as  that,  and 
declare  that  an  end  shall  be  put  to  the  Tin- 
worthy  manner  in  which  that  honourable  mem- 
ber takes  upon  himself  sometimes  to  speak.  I 
remember  an  occasion  when  the  honouraUa 
gentleman  came  to  my  disti'ict,  and  when  he 
was  looking  at  a  magnificent  building,  of  which 
we  were  naturally  proud.  He  stood  on  the 
balcony  never  noticing  the  building  at  all,  but 
observed  that  there  was  a  magnificent  crop  of 
cowgrass  around.  His  thoughts  by  day  and  his 
dreams  by  night  dwelt  only  on  the  grass  upon 
which  the  herds  and  flocks  of  the  plains, which 
so  rejoice  his  eyes,  feed.  I  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  of  the  results  of  someof 
his  adminibtration.  I  would  remind  him  of  a 
little  sale  of  land  that  took  place  in  the  West 
Wanganui  district,  where  ninety  thousand 
acres  were  sold  for  £10,000.  That  was  (ffllf 
half  a  crown  an  acre  for  eighty  thousajid  acres, 
but,  as  it  was  a  wholesale  transaction,  ten  thou- 
sand acres  extra  were  thrown  in.  That  land 
contains  gold,  coal,  and  other  minerals;  ani 
yet  tho  Government  of  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  member  let  it  go  for  that 
price !     That  happened  in  1883. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.  — You  do  not  hotr 
much  about  it. 

Mr.  BEVAN. — Possibly  my  honourable  friend 
is  interested  in  tho  matter — perhaps  he  was  tbe 
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porohaser  of  it.    Then,  we  had  the  sale  to  the 
Wallsend  Company  of  150  acres  at  £5  an  acre, 
making  £750,  when  it  was  really  worth  £7,500. 
That  was  part  of  the  administration  of  which 
the  hononrable  gentleman  is  so  proud.    Then, 
again,  we  have  the  case  of  the  Brunner  Town- 
ship, leased  for  £50  a  year — a  township  of  1,250 
acres,  an  honourable  gentleman  near  me  tells 
me.     Certain  poor  men  have  been  put  to  reside 
<m  that  land,  and  they  have  to  pay  taxation 
lor  it,  and  they  pay  rent  for  it ;  and  now,  I  ask, 
how  much  is  received  for  that  land  ?    I  pre- 
some  that  fully  ten  times  its  natural  rental  is 
leceived  for  it.     Some  men  think   that  that 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  bo  placed  on 
the    Government  benches  again ;    some  men 
think  that  he  has  a  claim  on  the  gratitude  of 
ihe  country.     But  I  deny  that  altogether,  and 
every  honourable  member  who  has  tho  interest 
of  the  country  at  heart  will  deny  ifc,  and  the 
whole  people  themselves  will  deny  it.     He  was 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  to  whom  we  had  a  right 
to  look  for  some  explanation  of  these  trans- 
actions, but  he  has  never  given  any  ;  but  I  say 
that  there  are  many  papers  which  might  be 
called  for  and  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
which  wonld  throw  a  curious  light  on  the  ad- 
mimstration  of  the  Lands  Department  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  at  the  head  of 
it.    And  he  is  the  honourable  member  who 
talks  about  unravelling  the  schedule  of  this 
Bill,  and  speaks  in  censorious  terms  of  railways 
heinj;  given  to  political  friends.     Why,  Sir,  the 
political   enemies  of  the  Government  are  far 
more  represented  in  these  railways  than  are 
their  friends.    These  are  the  things  which  I 
wish  to  bring  to  light,  and  to  record  in  Hansard^ 
Ukd  these  are  the  things  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  be  ashamed  of.    Last  night 
we  heard  a  great  deal  about  golden  streams. 
Hid  he  spoke  sarcastically  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer and  of  his  desire  to  develop  the  latent 
we&ltli  of   those  golden  streams.     Yes ;  buc  I 
would  ask,  what  has  tho  political  life  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  been  but  golden 
itreams?      I  would  recall  his  mind  to  that, 
and  tell  him  that  he  has  never  done  anything 
to  develop  the  golden    streams    which   have 
40  materially  added    to   the  wealth    of   this 
colony.     He  was  the  very  last  man  who  should 
have  made  such  an  attack  on  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  it  displayed  very  bad  taste  on 
iiis  part,  particularly  when  he  knew  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  whom  he  was  attacking 
vas  not   present,  but  had  to  be  taken  away 
from  the  House,  suffering  as  he  was.     I  say 
it  showed  execrable  taste  on  the  part  of  an 
honourable  member  who  had  once  occupied 
•0  high  a  position  in  the  management  of  the 
•fi&ura  of  the  country,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I 
hope  the  day  is  long  distant  when  we  shall  see 
him  again  occupying  such  a  position.    I  have 
had  very  little  experience  of  political  life,  but 
vhat  1  have  gained  teaches  me  that,  if  the  Op- 
position in  this  House,  banded  together  as  they 
»e,  are  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  what  Oppo- 
sitions are  in  all  countries,  then  there  must 
he  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark. 
Ihey  hand  together  and  they  hang  together 
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for  weal  or  woe.    You  never  find  them  in  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.    They  talk  about  dissen- 
sions in  the  Cabinet ;  but  you  do  not  find  any 
amongst  themselves,  for  they  have  a  purpose 
to  gain — they  unite  together  and  they  deter- 
mine that   they  will  gain  it  by  fair  means 
or   by  foul.      If   I   may  use    a    term  which 
is  now  pretty  well  known    in  this  House,   I 
might  designate  them  as   the  political  "  Ag- 
news  "  of  the  Treasury  benches  1    And  now  a 
word  or  two  with  regard    to   the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa.    I  was  pained  last  night 
when  I  heard  the  way  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.   There  is  one  thing  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  about.     My  honourable 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  sometimes  does 
not  hear  very  well  what  has  fallen  from  honour- 
able gentlemen,   and  it  is  only  right  that  we 
should  give  him  a  little   latitude  in  that  re- 
spect ;    but    I  was  pained  indeed  to  hear  an 
old  and  experienced  politician  like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa  speak  as  that  honour- 
able gentleman  did  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
as  if  .he  would  not  take  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet  of 
which  the  Treasurer  was  a  member.   And  what 
for?     Does  that   honourable   gentleman    dis- 
grace a  seat  in  a  Cabinet  ?    I  say.  No.    He  is 
an  ornament  to  that  position  and  to  the  coun- 
try.    That  is  my  opinion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman;  and  I  say  that  he  and  his  col- 
leagues are  honourable  men,  who  are  prepared 
to  do  their  duty  honestly  and  faithfully.    As 
a   young   member  of   this   House   I   do   not 
often  speak,  but  I  hope  I  shall  be  listened 
to,  and  I  say  now  that  I  was  pained  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  should  have 
done  as  he  did  last  night.      I  say  it  is  no 
disgrace  to  sit  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
the  Cabinet.     He  is  a  master-mind — he  has 
the   genius   to   conceive    and    the    ability  to 
perform ;  and  I  say  we  should  rise  as  a  House 
and  set  our  face  against  such  a  statement  as 
that  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  sit  in  a  Cabinet 
with  the  honourable  gentleman.     And  now  I 
come  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East,  who  treated  the  House  to  one  of  those 
eloquent,  pathetic,  and  old  stock  speeches  for 
which  he  has   become  so  celebrated  in  this 
House.     I  have  heard  them'  so  often  that  I 
could  almost  repeat  them  word  for  word.    Tho 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  last  night  con- 
sisted of  very  old  bones  hashed  up  again  for 
our  delectation !   Dear  me  1  the  suffering  youths, 
the  unborn  millions,  the  trodden-down  serfs, 
the  people  who  have  done  no  harm,  and  all 
that  sort  of — shall  I  call  it  claptrap  ?    Yes,  if 
it  be  parliamentary,  I  will  call  it  political  clap- 
trap, for  I  can  find  no  fitter  word  for  it.     When 
one  hears  that  honourable  gentleman  speak, 
with  all  his  noble  sentiments,   with  his  elo- 
quent  periods,    and   his    pathetic   appeals,  it 
almost  brings  the  tears  to  one's  eyes.     But 
what  has   he  done?      Ho  is  always    talking 
about  distinctive  titles.     Ho  bears  one  him- 
self:   why  does    he    not    drop  his  distinctive 
title?    No   one  forces  him  to  keep  it.    The 
chances  of  fortune  have  made  that  man ;  he 
has  been  exalted  by  his  Sovereign  and  been 
head  of  tlie  State;   and  has  he  not  received 
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from  the  State  full  recompense  for  his  works  ? 
Has  ho  been  like  any  other  members  here  doing 
our  duty  to  our  country,  who  landed  on  these 
shores  in  the  early  days  to  work  out  its  des- 
tinies and  try  to  make  a  living  for  ourselves  ? 
Has  he  not  been  petted,  riding  in  carriages 
on  silken  cushions?  And  yet  he  comes  here 
and  lectures  us  in  the  way  he  has  done!  I 
say  that  had  I  this  morning  had  my  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  made  his 
speech  or  else  have  gone  home  to  his  bed.  Let 
me  tell  him  that,  with  all  his  eloquence,  he  has 
one  little  piece  of  effeminacy,  which  prevents 
him  from  making  a  speech  until  the  gallery  of 
the  House  is  crowded.  With  pride  I  may  say 
to  him  that  I  am  a  follower  of  the  present 
Government,  which  does  its  duty  to  New  Zea- 
land. No  man  had  greater  reverence  or  re- 
spect for  that  honourable  gentleman  than  I  had 
when  I  entered  this  House ;  but  I  soon  found 
him  out,  with  his  intrigue  and  button-holing  of 
members  of  this  House,  and  the  covert  manner 
in  which  certain  things  were  attempted  to  be 
clone  in  order  to  cajole  the  House  from  time  to 
time.  I  felt  satisfied  there  was  a  good  deal 
underlying  all  that — bitterness,  dissatisfaction, 
and  disappointment,  and,  if  I  might  be  per- 
mitted to  use  the  term,  lust  of  oflSlce.  I  would 
say,  too,  in  conclusion,  that  as  long  as  I  have  a 
seat  in  this  House  I  will  set  my  face  against 
■any  attempt  at  party  intrigues,  and,  though  I 
stood  alone  on  this  floor,  I  would  express  myself 
again  in  the  way  that  I  have  expressed  myself 
to-night.  But  I  have  still  a  few  words  more  to 
say,  in  conclusion ;  I  have  a  few  lines  written 
out  here  which  I  will  read,  as  they  apply  so 
much  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu. 
His  disposition,  his  style,  his  manner,  all  re- 
mind me  of  the  famous  Ingoldsby  legend  in 
which  the  following  lines  appear : — 

In  holy  anger  and  pious  grief 

He  solemnly  cursed  that  rascally  thief : 

He  cursed  him  at  board,  he  cursed  him  in  bed, 

From  the  sole  of  bis  foot  to  the  crown  of  his  head ; 

He  cursed  him  in  sleeping— that  every  night 

He  should  dream  of  the  devil  and  wake  in  a  fright ; 

He  cursed  him  in  eating,  he  cursed  him  in  drinking; 

He  cursed  him  in  couching,  in  sneezing,  in  winking; 

He  cursed  him  in  sitting,  in  standing,  in  lying ; 

He  cursed  him  in  walking,  in  riding,  in  fljrin^ ; 

Ho  cursed  him  in  living,  he  cursed  him  in  dying. 

Never  was  heard  such  a  terrible  curse. 

But  what  gave  rise 

To  no  little  surprise, 
Nobody  seemed  one  penny  the  worse. 

Mr.  HATCH. — It  was  scarcely  my  inten- 
tion this  evening  to  make  any  remarks ;  but 
this  whole  debate  has  gone  over  such  an  im- 
mense amount  of  ground,  and  the  few  remarks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down,  moreover,  almost  call 
for  correction.  I  would  just  suggest  to  him 
that,  when  he  gives  us  such  an  oration  as  that 
which  we  have  listened  to  to-night,  and  with 
the  greatest  pleasure,  he  should  try  to  be  a 
little  more  correct  in  future.  I  regret  very 
much  that  honourable  gentlemen  who  come 
from  the  West  Coast  sometimes  look  so  slight- 
ingly on  the  work  done  in  the  South.  He  will 
allow  me  to  correct  his  statement  when  he 
said  that  the  railways  in  the  South  were  work- 
ing at  a  considerable  loss — at  any  rate,  if  not  at 
Mr,  Bcvan 


a  loss,  at  a  very  much  lower  rate  of  interest  on 
the  working  expenses  than  most  of  the  other 
lines  in  the  colony.  Now,  if  he  will  look  at  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  which  we  are  here  to 
discuss,  he  will  see  that,  while  the  Greymonth 
line  pays  £5  9s.  3d.  per  cent.,  the  best  of  any 
line  in  the  colony,  the  southern  lines  are  pay- 
ing a  fair  proportion  as  compared  with  that.  It 
must  bo  remembered,  however,  that  this  is  a 
short  line  and  can  scarcely  be  called  a  railway 
in  the  ordinary  a.cceptation  of  the  word,  for  it 
is  really  a  connecting-line  for  bringing  coal  to 
the  border.  The  second-best-paying  line  is 
that  of  Napier,  about  which  we  have  already 
heard  from  the  honourable  member  for  that  dis- 
trict. This  pays  £4  18s.  9d.  per  cent. ;  and  the 
third-best  is  the  Westport  line,  which  pays 
£3  19s.  2d.— another  coast  line;  next  the  Huii- 
nui-Bluff,  a  southern  line  which  really  returns 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  derived  from 
the  railways  in  the  colony  at  the  present 
time.  A  very  few  remarks  will  suffice  to 
satisfy  me  this  evening.  I  was  in  hopes,  when 
the  debate  commenced,  that  we  were  going  to 
rise  to  something  more  than  the  level  of  an 
ordinary  vestry  in  the  Old  Country.  I  wassony 
to  hear  the  honourable  gentlcmaai  w^ho  has  just 
sat  down  throwing  off  a  considerable  amount 
of  thunder  and — allow  me  to  suggest — mud 
about  various  honourable  members,  one  after 
the  other,  just  in  the  same  way  as  the  eruption 
of  mud  on  a  recent  occasion.  It  seems  to 
me  that  bringing  up  these  recriminations  in 
the  way  that  we  do  is  nothing  but  throwing 
mud  on  the  colony  to  a  greater  extent  than 
it  deserves.  It  would  be  interesting  to  look  at 
the  progress  of  other  countries  in  connection 
with  the  railway  system.  My  ideas  on  this 
subject  are  like  those  of  many  others.  The 
railway  system  of  transit  that  we  have  has 
reduced  the  difficulties  that  the  countr}'  settlers 
have  to  contend  with  in  getting  their  goods  to 
market.  The  roads  will  never  suffice  for  this 
purpose.  Thero  has  been  a  good  deal  said  to- 
night about  the  desirableness  of  opening  up  the 
land.  But  the  opening-up  of  land  is  utterly  use- 
less without  constructing  railways  to  carry  the 
produce  after  the  land  is  settled.  Honourable 
members  will  find  that  the  present  rat^s  of  rail- 
way carriage  are  just  about  on^-sixth  of  what 
they  were  about  thirty  years  ago  for  carrying 
goods  to  market.  W^ill  honourable  members 
say  that  this  has  not  been  a  saving,  and  a 
benefit  to  the  community  at  large  ?  Has  it  not 
reduced  the  price  of  commodities  to  the  general 
public — a  reduction  that  we  could  look  for  in 
no  other  way  ?  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  it  far, 
but  there  are  one  or  two  remarks  that  have 
been  made  in  reference  to  railway  management 
which  I  should  like  to  refer  to.  The  remark? 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  were  drifting  to  a  matter  which  is  novr 
before  a  Committee.  His  remarks,  and  thosi' 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hokonui,  seemed 
to  infer  that  we  should  carry  everything  and 
everybody  for  nothing.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  that  such  a  system  ought  to  U' 
adopted.  Wo  cannot  afford  it.  It  would  lead 
to  fresh  taxation,  and  nobody  would  be  satis- 
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ied.  There  was  something  said  by  the  honour- 
We  member  for  Wakatipu  about  the  esta- 
lishment  of  Boards.  He  spoke  particularly 
bont  this,  and  some  members  are  evidently  in- 
lined  to  think  that  these  Boards  are  a  direct 
ray  of  doing  the  business  of  the  country.  I 
jn,  however,  not  inclined  to  think  that  the 
Joaxds  will  do  much  good.  The  Minister  for 
^blic  Works,  when  he  saw  that  the  House 
ras  not  in  favour  of  this  proposal,  retired  from 
he  position  taken  up,  and  the  matter  is  now  in 
he  same  position  as  it  was  in  before.  If  the 
k)veniment  would  send  for  an  expert  from 
iome  to  manage  the  railways,  the  same  as  has 
)een  done  by  Victoria,  I  would  go  with  them. 
Sat  I  think  a  Board  otherwise  constituted 
vould  only  increase  the  expense  of  traffic, 
irould  increase  the  rates  that  we  should  have 
»  pay,  and  would  be  to  the  discomfort  of  the 
rhole  community.  There  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  in  the  way  of  saving  expenditure,  and 
ihat  is  a  matter  which  the  Minister  for  Public 
(¥orks  and  myself  do  not  generally  agree  upon ; 
md — though  I  do  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
inticipate  the  report  of  the  Committee  which 
B5  now  inquiring  into  the  system  proposed  by 
Ifr.Vaile  —  looking  at  the  length  of  time  that 
ka»  been  taken  by  this  Committee  with  reference 
to  this  particular  system,  I  regret  very  much 
that  they  have  been  prevented  to  a  large  extent 
Irom  going  into  the  question  of  the  general 
management  of  raihvays.  I  am  confident  that 
ft  large  saving  may  be  pointed  out,  from  first  to 
hsi,  in  the  working  of  the  lines— or,  more  cor- 
Rctly,  in  the  management  of  the  whole  depart- 
ment. By  this  we  should  be  able  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  fares  and  the  rates  of  goods.  I 
ihall  take  the  opportunity,  when  that  report 
comes  up,  if  that  Coi.imittee  cannot  go  into 
tiiese  particulars — which  I  am  afraid  they  will 
i«>t  be  able  to  do — of  asking  some  pertinent 
questions  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
vhich  will  perhaps  enable  us  to  see  the  cost 
of  general  management  and  assistant  manage- 
ment, and  Traflic  Managers,  and  Inspectors,  and 
4(:ents— there  are  so  many  of  them  that  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  know  where  their  work 
te.  And  if  you  go  to  the  lowest  man  you 
haye  to  go,  stop  by  step,  to  the  highest  one  in 
order  to  find  out  the  position.  This  is  the  way 
our  money  is  spent ;  and  there  is  so  much  to 
<k)  that  wo  are  not  able  to  get  a  reduction  in 
freights  and  carriage  until  a  radical  reform  is 
forked  in  the  conduct  and  supervision  of  the 
lines  of  Che  colony.  I  can  point  out  many  in- 
«.-nccs  of  the  most  ridiculous  waste  of  money 
wd  t.nie  that  has  taken  place  in  connection 
With  the  most  paltry  alterations  at  small  sta- 
tions, which  have  come  under  my  notice.  There 
**  iiuother  matter  which  I  should  like  to  point 
4o  in  connection  with  the  public  works  of  the 
^lony,  and  that  is,  that  the  railways  sliould 
"C  used  to  a  larger  extent  than  they  are 
"'^•th  a  view  to  assisting  to  keep  in  order 
^le  roads,  which  are  their  natural  feeders.  I 
^ulii  read  letters  liere  from  our  own  County 
vtiu.ncil,  which  is  the  largest  and — I  may  per- 
haps be  pardoned  for  sa.;,  ing — perhaps  the  host 
<OLdacted  in  New  -ZeaUiid,  showing  that  they 


suffer  extremely  in  connection  with  the  high 
rates  for  haulage  of  metal  and  gravel  which  is 
required  to  keep  up  the  roads  for  feeding  the 
railways.  That  is  a  point  that  is  never  looked 
after  by  the  department :  but  it  seems  as  though 
the  department  must  grab  up  every  penny,  re- 
gardless of  other  consequences.  I  have,  with 
other  gentlemen,  waited  upon  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  and  represented  this  matter  to 
him.  In  that  district,  years  ago  we  could 
get  material  carried — that  is,  ballasting  con- 
tracts— for  Is.  3d.  per  yard;  but  the  un- 
fortunate people  down  there,  who  have  to 
be  taxed  to  keep  up  their  own  roads  —  they 
are  not  like  the  people  on  the  West  Coast, 
whose  members  are  always  begging  money  for 
roads  and  water-races,  and  so  on,  but  they  have 
to  collect  the  money  themselves — have  to  pay 
6s.  6d.  for  the  haulage  of  gravel  and  metal  for  the 
repair  of  their  roads  for  a  distance  of  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  miles.  I  say,  so  far  as  the 
department  is  concerned,  that  is  a  perfect  dis- 
grace. There  are  one  or  two  remarks  I  should 
like  to  make  in  connection  with  the  amend- 
ment before  the  House,  and  which  amendment, 
I  may  say,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
brought  forward,  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  sup- 
port. The  amendment  was  not  a  new  thing  to 
me.  I  had  heard  of  it  before,  although  it  only 
came  up  yesterday,  when  it  came  up  much  to 
my  disgust.  I  say  that,  because  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly that  the  Government,  after  telling 
us  that  they  would  push  on  the  business,  were 
so  obstinate  as  not  to  go  on  with  it  on  Satur- 
day morning.  If  they  had  continued  sitting  on 
Saturday  morning  we  should  have  been  doing 
business  in  the  ordinary  way  this  week ;  but, 
instead  of  that,  we  have  been  kept  here  till  late 
in  the  morning,  and  have  been  vomiting  out 
mud  on  the  Tarawera  principle.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  brought  this  forward  has 
not  acted  as  he  ought  to  have  done  by  the 
Government,  which  has  dealt  so  leniently  with 
him.  The  fact  is  that  he  has  got  every  single 
thing  he  asked  for,  and  more ;  while  the  un- 
fortunate people  of  Invercargill,  which  is  a 
much  more  important  place,  bemg  the  chief 
town  in  the  Southland  District,  have  had  to 
put  up  with  a  paltry  ajnount,  which  amount  I 
know  the  honourable  gentleman  was  glad  of, 
because,  I  understand,  it  will  take  the  line  to 
Oteramika,  close  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's property.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
think  he  has  nothing  to  grumble  at.  If  he 
wants  this  additional  sum  for  the  Seaward 
Bush  line,  wliy  dt)es  he  not  propose  to  take 
it  from  the  Edendalo  line  ?  He  does  not  do 
that,  because  that  line  suits  him  too ;  but  he 
proposes  to  tak(3  it  from  other  districts.  Tho 
honourable  gentleman  writes  a  letter  to  the 
district  asking  them  to  assist  him  and  me  to 
get  the  Seaward  Bush  line.  I  think,  if  he  really 
intends  to  work  fairly,  that  when  the  schedule 
comes  down  he  should  be  prepared  to  divide 
the  amounts  for  tho  Fortrose  and  the  Seaward 
Bush  lines.  I  think  that  would  be  fairer  than 
taking  this  amount  from  the  Tophouso  line. 
There  is  £20,000  for  the  Seaward  Bush  line  and 
£^0,000  for  the  Fortrose  Ime,  and  I  think  ho 
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should  say,  "  We  will  divide  it,  and  you  shall 
have  £80,000  for  the  Seaward  Bush  line."  That 
would  be  better  than  taking  the  whole  from 
Bome  other  place  in  order  to  give  £10,000  to 
the  Seaward  BuHh  line.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man throws  an  important  part  of  this  business 
upon  the  honourable  member  for  Awama,  and 
recommends  him  to  look  after  it.  In  his  letter 
to  the  Committee  at  Fortrose,  dated  the  17th 
June,  he  says, — 

**  Your  copy  of  resolutions  carried  at  public 
meeting  hold  at  Fortrose  on  the  Srd  instant, 
re  the  Seaward  Bush  Railway,  duly  to  hand. 
I  have  pauBcd  in  reply,  in  consequence  of 
advice  of  another  meeting  to  be  held  in  favour 
of  the  Kdendale-Fortrose  line.  The  result  of 
this  latter  meeting  and  a  largely-signed  petition 
in  favour  of  the  last- mentioned  railway  I  have 
now  received.  The  Seaward  Bush  Railway  is 
within  the  Awarua  electorate,  and  it  is  Mr. 
Joyce's  privilege  to  move  in  this  matter;  and 
the  attitude  I  take  is,  while  not  acting  in 
any  way  against  the  Seaward  Bush,  to  guard 
against  any  action  which  might  injuriously 
affect  the  Kdendale-Fortrose.  In  my  opinion 
any  attempt  to  interfere  at  present  with  the 
projwsed  allocations  for  these  works  would  be 
unwise.  Mr,  Joyce  and  myself,  indeed  all  the 
Soutlihuul  members,  agree  with  this  opinion." 

Two  letters  were  also  read  from  myself,  the 
second  being  to  the  following  effect : — 

*'  Your  favour  to  hand ;  and  your  railway 
business  htxs  my  best  attention.  You  should 
have  pushed  the  matter  when  the  Premier  was 
Your  way.  Invcrcargill  and  the  representatives 
for  the  South  generally  have  always  been  for 
present  uleas.  Have  you  a  distinct  promise 
m>ni  \  our  member,  to  whom  you  refer  me,  that 
ho  will  favour  tliis  as  against  the  other  line  in 
pn»:ivss?'* 

He  is  perfectly  right  himself   to  av^lopt  his 
plan  :  that  is  looking  out  for  himself.     I  shall 
Ui^i  trouble  the   House  with   a   re^x^rt  of  the 
whole  K^t  this  meeting.     Of  cou»-se.  people  at 
meetings  sometimes  sav  a  great  deal  more  tlian 
the\  ought  to  sav.     The  only  thing  1  may  say  is 
this:  tliat*  while  I  have  to  th.ank  the  iionour- 
nhlo  member  fv^r  sxig^esting  that  we  shouKi  get 
.IU\«X\>  morv  for  the  Seawivrvl  Bush  Kaiiway^  it 
r\M''>  IS  not  enough ;  and  it  is  **  i^x>  thin,**  a;»  I 
hav^^  ht-anl  a  gvxxi  many  honouraMe  members 
SHV,  for  a  meuilvr  to  think  of  try::;g  to  ui^ot 
the  w'.u^'.e  bu<iness  of  the  count n.juid  delay 
tVo  li;>iness  of  ilio  countr>-  as  we  have  done 
\v:t.{  a  usohss  ool^\te,  which    it   w.vs   almost  j 
aJ:r.>.;ovl,  tivm  tiio  lirsl,  mv;s:  Ov-'nu  to  nothing,  j 
in  orvier  to  got  a  matter  of  JLlv\i\0  for  his  own  , 
distv'.o:,  esjvoia*.".Y  when  that  n^  ..h;  as  easily 
ha\e   is.vn  done   if   ho  wouM  have  agp?txi  to  j 
th.e  w^tes  fv^r  ti:o  Kvieuviale  and  Fortrose  lines  . 
Wing  vlivuUxL  , 

Mr,  PODSOX.  —  One  of  the  0-ix-s::i.^s.  . 
havir.g  to  sivjws  after  the  honouraMe  memt-^r  ; 
fv^r  Uv^N»::iia,  woul.i  be  sorely  tenirtea  tc*  rvi'ly 
to  iV.a:  hoi*.ouraMe  gentleman's  sivtv".-..  1  m:g..;  , 
have  vioue  so  some  vear^  sav  t'-:.r:y  \ear>,  a*..^ :  I 
but  Age  hA:i  prvnvd  to  me  ;>..*«:  a  >iv^vh  wlvoh  , 
evvf.s^ius  no:'.:irgbut  fulscme  dA:;er>  ot  :r:er:.is  | 
4W\d  iv\'V!e«  abuse  ol  oppcitents  i*  a  srvech  ^ 


that  can  do  no  good  in  this  Bbnse,  sad 
requires  no  reply,  and  that  it  is  a  _ 
that  is  more  likely  to  do  injury  than  good  i 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself.  That 
member  of  this  House  has  a  right  to  add 
the  House  in  any  becoming  language  ik 
may  to  him  seem  proper  is,  I  suppose,  a  thl^ 
which  no  one  but  the  honourable  member  i 
Hokitika  would  attempt  to  dispute ;  and  U 
assertions  will  not  deter  me  nor,  I  su]^ 
any  other  member  who  chooses  to  sped 
from  speaking,  or,  in  doing  so,  from  taking i 
independent  coarse.  As  the  motion  has  bei 
made  one  of  want  of  confidence,  I  will,  foe  ( 
short  period,  travel  outside  the  exact  lines  || 
the  motion,  and  refer  to  one  or  two 


why  I  am  on  the  Opposition  side.  I  may  sal 
before  proceeding,  that  I  have  confidence  i 
several  of  the  individual  members  of  the  Gt 
vemment — I  believe  they  arc  actuated  by  gos 
intentions ;  but  as  long  as  the  Colonial  TressTOl 
sits  on  those  benches  I  frankly  acknowle^ 
that  I  shall  have  no  confidence  in  any  Goven 
ment  of  which  he  forms  a  part.  In 
this  plain  statement,  I  do  fio  without  _ 
feeling  against  the  honourable  gentb 
We  have  never  crossed  each  other's  paths, 
have  never  had  anything  from  him  bat  wl 
might  be  termed  courteous  and  gentleu]SB|| 
treatment ;  and  it  is  merely  his  political  cazail 
that  has  guided  mo  into  the  opposition  I  hail 
offered  to  the  Government — an  opposition  ^la^ 
I  think,  will  continue  for  a  considerable  tiiaai 
The  Treasurer  began  his  speech  last  night  fl^ 
the  usual  way  with  him.  He  said, "  There  haM 
been  two  speeches — one  a  big  one,  the  other  i 
little  one."  The  big  one,  of  course,  was  dfl^; 
livered  by  one  of  his  friends ;  the  little  one  b| 
an  opponent.  Well,  I  would  say  there  w«« 
two  speeches  last  night — one  a  big  one,  tbt 
other  a  little  one,  and  both  were  on  one  difi 
the  one  was  the  speech  of  the  Premier,  andtitt 
other  the  speech  ilolivered  by  the  Treasurer.  I 
am  sorry  1  did  not  hear  the  Premier's  speedl. 
I  have  only  n?ad  the  report  in  the  newspapeis; 
bat  from  w  hat  1  have  read,  and  from  ail  I  haw 
heard  of  it,  it  was  a  speech  that  did  ifasfe 
honourable  g»  iitli  man  credit,  and  that  dil 
credit  to  thi>  Hoii->e,  and  credit  to  thecolony# 
both  in  the  m^t:or  and  the  manner  of  it.  Bat 
what  can  v. f  sr.y  of  the  other  speech— that  oi 
the  Treasurer?  Wliat  was  its  tone  and  senti- 
ment— to  p.i-v^  ov*.r  tne  fact  that  it  was  diame^- 
ca!  1  y  ojnvsd  to  thj  spoech  of  the  Premier  in 
polioy,  tb.'t  i.-.vTe  was  no  agreement  betffcea 
tl:em?  Wner.vcr  the  Treasurer  touched  ofl  a 
line  of  rol.  \v  :;  was  utterly  diSerent  from  the 
policy  wliu'h  WJ.S  propo>vd  by  the  rremi^- 
But,  ieaviiu  tha:  a^uie,  w.iatwas  its  tone?  It 
w\\s  siii^v/.aily  v'.iirulous  and  ill-natured,  ani 
wli.\;  oi.e  w.uM  almost  suppose  a  speech  of  a 
v^l.>..;'^;\  :.:c  vl  :ii-uu  Aik:  there  was  another  thiaS 
tr.a;  >;r.iek  me,  ;\:ii  tliat  was  the  patronising 
manner  in  wli'^r;:  tlie  Treasurer  treated  ^ 
ir.ci::.'.  :^  of  :lii>  K^^use,  and  in  which,  in  fftcC 
lie  tr.A;..;  tl:e  c.l.-'iiy.  This  feature  is  fu' 
v;u:n:"y  . ".  -.r.-.Vle  m  Lis  s^peeches,  and  in  ti* 
svv^v".-.  c!  .,->-  u  ^..i  we  had  a  very  good  sj«a- 
lu.u  o:  i;.     J  .«.  part  I  refer  to  was  this:  H# 
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said,  in  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont,  that  he  had  returned  to  this  colony 
on   account    of     the    condition    into    which 
that  honourable    member  had  driven    it,  or 
woids   to   that    effect.      Well,   it    would    be 
a  very  simple  matter  to  conjure    up  a  very 
prett}'    picture    of    the    honourable    gentle- 
m&n  in  London,  when  he  discovered  that  New 
Zealand  was   drifting   so   much   to  the  bad, 
ihat  we  were  all  going  wrong,   and  that  it 
was  necessary  he  should  leave  his  pursuits  in 
the  Old  Ck>untry  —  leave  the  Stock  Exchange 
and  the  chairmanship  of  companies  in  which 
he  was  so  ornamental ;   that  he  should  leave 
all  these  things,  take  his  carpetbag  in  hand, 
and  come    to    rescue    us    out    of   the    over- 
whehning    difficulties    into    which    we    were 
drifting.    Then,  he  came  out  here ;  and  what 
were  the  first  words  he  said,  after  he  got  into 
power  and  discovered  the  financial  position  of 
of  the  colony  ?    He  told  us  that  the  nuances  of 
the  colony  were  sufficiently  elastic  to  satisfy 
(be  most  exacting  Treasurer.    If  that  was  the 
state  of  the  colony  then,  his  statement  last 
night,  that  he  returned  to  set  our  finances 
fight,  must   have  been  wrong,  for  there  was 
nothing  to  set  right.     Certainly  one  or  other  of 
Mb  statements  must  be  wrong.    The  main  dif- 
ference in  the  speeches  made  by  the  Premier 
and  the  Treasurer  last   evening   consisted  in 
distinctly    opposite   proposals  —  namely,   bor- 
rowing and  no  borrowing.     Those   were,  pro- 
bably, the  most  distinctive  features  in  the  two 
speeches.      The  Premier  said,  and,  I  believe, 
honestly,  that  he  wished  to  bring  the  borrowing 
to  an  end.     In  that  I  join  heartily  with  him, 
and  would   join  with    him   or  with  any  one 
else  in  an  endeavour  to  shape  a  course  that 
will  lead  to  fi.nality  in  the  borrowing  of  the 
i    colony ;  but  I  cannot  join  with  him  when  he 
says  that  is  to  be  brought  about  in  two  or  three 
years.    I  cannot  think  he  himself  could  mean 
that.    Probably  what  he  meant  was  that  we 
should  begin  to  do  it  in  two  or  three  years.     I 
am  as  sure  of  this  as  of  anything  I  can  be  cer- 
tain of :  that  the  time  will  come  when  we  shall 
be  unable  to  borrow ;  and  we  had  better  antici- 
pate that  time  by  shaping  our  course  accordingly 
&an  have  to  deal  with  it  when  it  is  forced  upon 
us— -when  wo  have  drifted  into  such  a  state 
as  will  probably  lead  to  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
colony,  or    the  bankruptcy  of  its  inhabitants, 
which  would,  be  very  nearly  the  same  thing. 
Probably  being  somewhat  opposed  to  borrowing 
ought  to  lead  us  to  the  idea  that  we  should  not 
now  begin  new  works ;  and,  as  there  is  one  new 
work  in  the  schedule  which  refers  to  my  dis- 
trict, and  which  is  also  assailed  by  the  amend- 
ment, I  would  like  to  refer  shortly  to  that 
line — the  one  from  Blenheim  to  Tophouse. 
That  line,  when  the  Midland  Bail  way  is  built, 
will  be  a  necessity — it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary as  a  feeder;  and,  as  a  means  of  completing 
the  system  of  railways,  that  line  should  be 
completed.  -  But  I  never  thought,  and  do  not 
think  now,  that  there  is  any  immediate  neces- 
sity for  its   construction.    My  district  is  no 
better  off  than  other  districts,  and  we  have 
a  right  to   every  consideration  so  iar  as  the 


appropriation  and  spending  of  public  money 
is  concerned.  But,  knowing  all  this,  and  also 
tho  feelings  of  my  constituents,  I  say  that 
we  Jo  not  wish,  simply  for  the  sake  of  money 
Iv.ing  spent  in  our  midst,  that  that  line 
should  be  commenced  until  it  is  absolutely 
required  and  necessary.  It  is  not  necessary 
until  the  Midland  line  touches  Tophouse. 
Therefore  I  am  quite  willing  that  the  money 
set  apart  here  for  the  Blenheim -Tophouse 
Railway  should  be  devoted  to  other  railways 
in  the  country  that  have  been  begun,  that 
have  already  had  large  sums  of  money  spent 
on  them,  and  that  cannot  be  taken  to  any 
paying  point  without  further  expenditure. 
This  proposed  allocation  in  the  amendment 
therefore  meets  entirely  with  my  approval.  I 
would  much  sooner  see  the  £25,000  put  down 
for  the  Awatere  line  expended  than  see  this 
other  and  larger  amount  spent  on  the  Blen- 
heim -  Tophouse  line.  The  proposed  vote  for 
tho  Awatere  Railway  would  carry  the  line 
to  a  paying  point,  and  would  open  up  land 
of  very  great  richness.  The  line  would  then 
be  payable,  and  would  bo  useful  to  the  dis- 
trict and  the  colony.  The  Awatere  line  was 
begun  in  1881.  A  small  contract  was  also 
let  in  1883.  In  1882  £90,000  was  put  on  the 
Three  -million  Loan  schedule  for  its  comple- 
tion, but,  out  of  that  large  sum,  the  contracts 
let  up  to  the  present  time  are  for  something  less 
than  £18,000.  It  was  let  before  the  present 
Minister  for  Public  Works  came  into  office.  I 
do  not  blame  the  honourable  gentleman  for 
the  slow  progress  that  has  been  made  with 
this  particular  contract.  The  contract  was  a 
peculiar  one,  and  it  was  necessary  to  show 
some  indulgence  to  the  contractors,  who  had 
to  contend  with  unforeseen  difficulties.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has  been  indulgent 
and  lenient  to  them,  and  has  extended  the 
time  for  the  completion  ;  bub  tliat  is  no  reason 
why  other  portions  of  that  line  should  not 
bo  let.  In  1882  the  then  ^linister  for  Public 
Works  said  it  was  a  line  that,  when  com- 
pleted, would  be  a  valuable  line,  even  without 
forming  any  portion  of  the  East  Coast  line. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  in  1884,  also  said 
that  the  line  would  be  pushed  on  to  comple- 
tion ;  but  he  has  not  let  a  single  contract.  All 
the  money  spent  up  to  this  time  has  been 
lying  idle,  and  the  railway  is  of  no  use  to  the 
country  in  its  present  state.  Common  pru- 
dence would  point  to  the  necessity  of  com- 
pleting this  line :  and  it  is  only  one  of  many 
others  in  the  colony.  Rather  than  undertake 
new  lines  the  uncompleted  lines  should  be 
inished  and  put  into  a  perfect  state.  Finish 
^hose  we  have,  and  then  take  up  the  other 
ones  that  are  necessary,  and  run  them  on 
quickly.  There  have  been  several  complaints 
in  the  House  against  beginning  new  works,  but 
I  am  only  with  those  honourable  members  in 
a  limited  sense.  There  will  always  be  new 
works  cropping  up.  As  new  settlements  are 
formed  they  will  require  roads,  bridges,  and 
railways ;  and  the  colony  will  have  to  under- 
take tiiose  new  works.  Before  leaving  the 
Awatere  Railway,  I  shotlld  like  to  refer  to  & 
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remark  mAde  by  the  Premier  last  evening  as  to 
the  reason  why  it  has  not  been  pushed  on.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  if  the  increased 
unount  were  put  down  for  thie  work  it  would 
be  done  in  the  interest  of  one  large  landowner 
— the  owner  of  Cheviot.  It  would  be  nothing  of 
the  kind.  It  would  not  go  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  that  estate.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  spesiking 
of  a  line  he  knew  nothing  about  when  he  made 
that  remark.  I  now  wish  to  refer,  shortly,  to 
the  question  of  Native  affairs.  The  Native 
Minister  is  not  one  of  those  gentlemen  to 
whom  I  have  any  objection  as  occupying 
those  benches.  He  has  conducted  the  Na- 
tive affairs  of  this  colony  with  prudence, 
and  justice,  and  fairness ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  his  policy  would  be  of  no  uso  and 
could  not  be  carried  out  but  for  the  more 
vigorous  policy  of  his  predecessor  (Mr,  Bryce). 
That  policy,  at  the  time  it  was  initiated,  was 
the  proper  one  for  the  coimtrv.  I  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  the  Treasurer's  sneers  last  night 
about  Parihaka  and  *'  the  white  horse."  The 
Treasurer  had  no  right  to  speak  in  that  way. 
The  late  Native  Minister  accomplished  good 
work  at  Parihaka,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the 
mild  policy  which  is  being  pursued  by  the  pre- 
sent Native  Minister.  Had  he  remained  in  office 
ho  would  also  have  seen  it  necessary  to  pursue 
tlio  same  policy  as  has  been  pursued  by  the 
present  Minister.  We  can  afford  to  be  merci- 
ful now,  because  we  have  mastered  the  Na- 
tives ;  but  we  could  not  bo  masters  while  To 
Whiti,  with  his  thousand  warriors,  were  herd- 
ing together  at  Parihaka.  I  do  not  like  to 
say  anything  personal,  but  I  am  strongly 
tempted  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  conceited 
way  in  which  the  Treasurer  speaks  in  this 
House.  Ho  is  not  the  prophet  he  sets  him- 
self up  to  be.  We  were  told  that  he  took  credit 
for  his  foresight  in  forecasting  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  wool.  He  made  a  iiappy  shot  that 
time ;  but  I  am  not  sure  tliat  his  prophetic 
vision  is  always  good.  If  it  were,  with  his 
business  abilities  and  with  the  predilections 
of  his  race,  we  should  not  have  him  now  in 
this  colony ;  but  he  would  be  in  a  more 
favoured  countrj*.  I  was  rather  pained  — 
and  no  doubt  the  House  also  was  —  at  the 
comparison  he  drew  between  himself  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  He  has  mis- 
taken the  honourable  gentleman.  No  honour- 
able member  who  knows  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  would  suppose  that  he  had  in 
his  mind,  when  he  spoke  of  being  a  colonist, 
any  idea  as  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
Treasurer  as  compared  with  his  own.  The 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  does  not  care 
a  pin  whether  a  man's  income  is  a  hundred 
pounds  or  ten  tliousand.  It  is  exactly  the 
same  to  him  whether  a  man  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a  large  income  or  a  small  one.  And 
it  was  wrong  of  the  Treasurer  to  say  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  had  such  an 
idea  as  that  in  view,  when  he  was  reminding 
him  that  he  —  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  —  occupied  a  different  position  from 
himself.  But  what  are  the  facts  ?  Is  not  the 
Mr.  Dodson 


honourable  member  for  Akaroa  a  colonist  tkafej 
every  one  of  us  has  a  right  to  be  proud  of;  aj 
colonist  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  one  idttj 
has  spent  his  life  working  in  the  colony,  Msi] 
who  will  probably  remain  here  for  the  rest  tfi 
his  days  ?  Is  the  Colonial  Treasurer  a  colonkt^ 
in  that  sense  of  the  word?  Let  him  le&n^i 
those  benches,  and  what  guarantee  have  mi 
that  he  would  be  with  us  for  a  month?  H*; 
will  go  to  some  other  country  to  save  it  fzcoL: 
troubles  and  difficulties,  as  he  has  saved  tioi. 
We  were  promised  many  things — I  am  n^: 
going  to  refer  to  his  promise  to  make  tb«' 
colony  progress  "by  leaps  and  bounds,"  Imt; 
ho  promised  much  that  has  not  come  aboot 
Those  of  us  who  knew  the  colony  could  see 
what  was  coming,  and  could  see  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  any  Treasurer  or  of  any  Goveco- 
ment  to  bring  back  prosperity,  which  had  dis-' 
appeared  for  a  time.  It  was  only  downrighs^ 
conceit,  and  want  of  knowledge  of  his  retl. 
abilities  and  the  real  facts,  that  caused  him  to 
say  he  could  restore  the  prosperity  he  promised 
us.  The  Treasurer  ventured  to  say  that  he 
will  be  remembered  as  long  as  the  honooisbla 
member  for  Akaroa  will  be.  Yes,  it  is  beyond 
all  question  that  he  will  be  remembered.  Our 
children  and  grandchildren  will  remember  him, 
and  his  so-called  glorious  public  works  policy. 
I  have  denied  from  the  first,  and  I  deny  nov. 
that  the  policy  of  public  works  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  thrust  on  the  cciloof 
has  done  us  any  good.  It  has  left  a  burd^ 
that  will  oppress  us  for  years  to  come.  Sir,  it 
has  left  us  in  this  position :  that  we  must 
continue  to  borrow.  We  cannot  stop.  There 
is  no  use  in  tliinking  that  we  can  taper  off— 
suddenly,  at  all  events.  We  must  continoe: 
that  is  the  position  in  which  this  public  woiks 
policy  has  left  us.  Another  thing  I  have  to 
complain  of :  the  reason  I  think  his  continued 
occupancy  of  those  benches  is  a  calamity  is 
that  his  policy  is  causing  every  local  body  and 
every  man  out  of  work  in  the  colony  to  come 
to  the  Government  to  supply  their  wants.  Da? 
after  day,  month  after  month,  and  year  afta^ 
year  is  the  feeling  growing  that  the  General 
Government  should  find  the  money  to  meet 
every  want,  every  requirement,  of  every  body 
and  every  individual  in  the  colony.  There  is 
not  a  man  out  of  work  who  does  not  instantly 
apply  to  the  Government.  Where  is  the  in- 
dependence, the  pride,  the  self-reliance,  which 
they  had  a  few  years  ago?  It  is  all  gone; 
and  now,  when  there  are  a  few  men  out 
of  work,  they  come  rushing  to  the  great  Jove,, 
who  is  to  give  them  all  they  want — they  comfl 
to  the  Government  and  ask  them  to  make  a^ 
dole  to  them.  They  look  for  work,  for  money, 
and  the  supply  of  every  conceivable  require- 
ment, instead  of  relying  —  as  the  colonists 
long  ago  did  rely — ^upon  their  own  exertions, 
their  own  carefulness,  for  their  advancement 
These  are  the  things  I  fear;  and  that  is- 
the  fear  that  has  long  possessed  me  as  to 
the  results  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  policf. 
Personally  I  have  no  feeling  whatever  agaiofl 
him.  It  is  only  as  Treasurer  in  charge  of  tb* 
finance  of  the  colony,  as  one  who,  in  his  feiy 
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Dature  and  instincts,  i^   the  embodiment  of 
extravagance    and    recklessness,   that    I    am 
against  him.    I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the 
I^emier  has  this  session,  much  more  than  last, 
pat  down  his  foot  and  made  his  personality 
aiid  influence  felt,  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentieman  will  continue  to  do  so.    But,  at  the 
»une  time,  as  long  as  the  present  Treasurer 
has  charge  of  our  money  so  long  shall  I  fear 
for  the  colony  and  our  stairs.    Another  thing 
in  his  speech  last  night  struck  me  as  being 
pecnliar — ^we  are  getting  a  good  deal  used  to 
;    it,  and  very  tired  of  it.     He  has  lately  under- 
taken to  give  little  fanciful  sketches ;  and  last 
evening   we   had   a  lecture   on   truthfulness. 
We  were  told  that  it  was  not  always  desirable 
to  speak  the  truth,   and   that  there  were  a 
number  of  elderly  ladies  who  ran  about  from 
house  to    house    speaking    the    truth.     The 
licnourable  gentleman  seemed  very  happy  in 
showing  this,  so  much  so  that  I  thought  he 
might  indulge  a  little  himself  sometimes  in 
this  way.     But  are  wc  not  to  speak  truths  to 
u\ch  other  ?    Are  we  to  speak  untruths  ?    Are 
we  doing  wrong  in  speaking  truthfully  of  our 
own  affairs  ?     The  honourable  gentleman  says 
that  in  thus  speaking  the  truth  we  run  down 
ihc  colony  and  put   its  position   in   a    false 
liiiht.    But  he  knows  quite  well  that  nothing 
of  tlie  kind  can   do   us  any   harm.     No  one 
kr.uws  it  better.    And  I  maintain  this  :  that  we 
have  a  right  to  tell  the  whole  world  what  our 
poiiition  really  is.    The  honourable  gentleman 
.viid  List  night  that  it  was  not  always  desirable 
tu  mention  our  intention  of  having  another 
lea  a— that  we  have  quite  enough  to  do  with 
the  present.     I  think  that  any  one  who  reads 
ktwecn   the    lines   of   what   the    honourable 
g  ntleman  said  will  see  that  some  hint  was 
j    cr>nvf-ved  that  we  ought  to  be  cautious  about 
i    siHraking    of  future   loans.    That    is    what    it 
amounts  to,  if  it  means  anything  at  all.    And 
1  am  very  glad  indeed  that  an  intimation  has 
been  conveyed  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
a.id  hope  he  will  act  upon  it,  and  that  it  will 
make  him   anxioas  about  borrowing  for  un- 
necessary   works.    I    never    had    much    coh- 
iiiionce  in  the   honourable  gentleman,  but  I 
ca!i  remember  that,  when  he  spoke  at  Ash- 
burton  in  1884 — this  v;as  before  he  joined  the 
Government — he  said  he  could  see  his  way  to 
niakc  enormous  savings,  and  particularly  that 
tlierc  was  one  branch  of  our  expenditure  — 
education — in  which  he   could   save  £100,000 
ai.d  still  rriYQ  a  good  system.     Now,  what  was 
the  meaning  of   that?    It   showed   that   the 
honourable  gentleman  knew    nothing   of    the 
matter,    for  he  has  not    attempted  to  carry 
out  his  promise.     He  has  not  done  anything 
in  the  way  of  reduction  in  respect  to  educa- 
tion, beyond  attempts  to  shift  the  charges  for 
buildings  on  the  local  bodies.     The  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  suggest  some  scheme  to 
carry  on  our   educational   system   at   a   less 
expense  to  the  country.    But  we  know  he  has 
done  nothing  of  the  kind.    The  moving  of  the 
amendment  has  placed  me  in  a  little  dilemma. 
There  are  a  good  many  in  my  district  who  may 
be  disappointed ;  but  I  cannot  help  that.    It 


will  be  for  me  to  make  the  necessary  explana- 
tion, and  I  have  sufficient  confidence  in  my 
constituents  and  believe  they  have  sufficient 
coniidence  in  me  to  allow  me  to  take  my  own 
course  in  this  House  as  long  as  I  am  a  member 
of  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  at  any  great  len^h,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary that  I  should  say  something  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraddine.  That 
honourable  gentleman,  whenever  he  rises  to 
address  the  House,  refers  to  a  public  work  in 
the  district  I  represent,  known  as  the  Windsor- 
Livingstone  Bailway — a  work  initiated  by  the 
Hall  Government,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Not  initiated. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Initiated,  Sir,  and  carried 
out.  Before  I  sit  down  I  will  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  more  about  that  than  ever  he 
heard  before.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  was  one  which  he  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  care  in  preparing.  What  was  the  pur- 
port of  his  speech  but  an  evident  desire  to 
cast  ridicule  on  the  Colonial  Treasurer?  I  will 
follow  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
through  a  few  of  his  statements.  I  always  pay 
great  attention  to  that  honourable  gentleman's 
speeches,  because  they  are  instructive  gene- 
rally, and  very  well  put ;  and  that  was  particu- 
larly the  case  last  night,  when  he  seemed  to  be 
in  a  bitter  temper.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  his  Government  were  determined 
that  railways  constructed  by  them  should 
bring  in,  besides  working  expenses,  a  fair 
percentage  on  the  cost  of  their  construction. 
The  whole  of  the  railways  of  the  colony 
were  classed,  as  it  were,  in  one  category,  and 
one  class  of  charges  was  made  for  the  whole 
colony.  When  this  is  taken  into  account,  and 
the  way  it  was  carried  out,  it  will  be  easily  seen 
why  the  railways  did  not  pay.  If  the  railways 
had  been  the  property  of  a  private  individual, 
or  even  of  a  company,  there  would  not  be  the 
present  state  of  affairs.  It  is  my  opinion  thai 
the  Government  have  never  seriously  looked 
into  the  matter  of  the  railway  tariff.  They  have 
never  got  themselves  into  the  position  of  en- 
deavouring to  make  the  lines  pay.  This  was 
always  a  feature  of  the  management  of  our  rail- 
ways ;  they  never  made  any  effort  to  go  to  people 
to  see  what  work  they  could  get  to  do.  You 
have  always  to  go  to  the  Railway  Department  to 
find  what  you  can  get  work  done  for — you  have 
to  go  to  them  and  see  what  they  demand,  and 
a  very  short  time  indeed  they  will  speak  with 
you  if  you  remonstrate  in  any  way  whatever. 
The  management  of  the  Railway  Department 
is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  There  are  times 
when  the  traffic  on  the  railways  is  at  a  mini- 
mum, when  trucks  are  lying  in  the  sun  idle, 
and  when  there  is  plenty  of  work  to  do  on 
which  the  trucks  could  bo  properly  employed 
and  earning  a  great  deal  of  money.  There 
are  many  kinds  of  work  which  could  be  done 
in  the  slack  seasons  of  the  year — carrying  such 
things  as  gravel  or  road-metal  from  one  place 
to  another,  building-stone,  and  so  forth.  Not 
only  that,  but  it  would  create  work  at  a  time  of 
the  year  when  work  is  not  plentiful,  and  this 
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cry  of  the  unemployed  would  not  be  heard*  It 
is  a  diBgrsbcc  to  New  Zealand  that  the  word 
•**  unemployed  **  should  be  heard  here,  because 
the  colony  is  extensive  enough,  and  the  works 
axe  varied  enough  in  character  on  which  men 
might  be  usefully  enough  employed — and  work 
.  for  all  the  men  in  Kew  Zealand.  The  next 
thing  that  took  luy  attention  was  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  with  regard  to  the 
north  extension  of  railways  in  Canterbury. 
He  stated  another  thing  which  was  new  to  me, 
and  which,  I  believe,  was  new  to  the  House. 
He  was  alluding  to  the  line  on  the  East 
Coast,  from  Canterbury  to  Blenheim,  and  he 
said  that  it  was  determined  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  GoTernment  to  deal  with  this 
matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  allow  mo  to  correct  him  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  Livingstone  line. 
I  tind  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  of  1879 
that  line  mentioned  in  the  liabilities  up  to 
June,  1879,  which  was  8«me  months  before  we 
took  ofhce. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — But  not  with  the  branch 
line. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  The  Livingstone  line 
was  begun  before  we  came  into  office. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— The  next  thing  I  will  touch 
upon  is  with  regard  to  roods  and  bridges.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that  ho  had  de- 
termined that  roads  and  bridges  should  no 
longer  be  made  in  settled  dibtricts.  I  would 
just  refer  him  to  a  very  short  time  back.  I 
well  remember  that,  a  few  years  ago,  a  vote 
was  taken  for  a  bridge  on  the  Taicri  River — a 
vote  of  about  £14,0OU.  If  the  Taieri  is  not  a 
settled  district  I  say  there  is  no  settled  dis- 
trict in  New  Zealand,  because  when  I  first 
came  to  the  colony,  nearly  twenty-four  years 
ago,  the  Taieri  was  a  settled  district  then,  and 
this  bridge  was  built  then. 

Mr.  TURN  BULL.  — It  was  to  rebuild  a 
bridge. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yes.  Next  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldino  said  that  the  present 
Government  were  making  themselves  respon- 
sible for  the  class  of  immigrants  they  wore 
introducing.  I  do  not  think  any  responsibility 
attaches  to  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
The  honourable  member  for  Napier  said  he  was 
in  some  manner  disgusted  at  the  way  the  Go- 
vernment treated  a  gentleman  who  was  to  bo 
£ent  Homo  as  immigration  agent.  I  think  the 
time  has  passed  when  immigration  agents 
should  be  sent  Home.  I  never  saw  any  good 
come  from  immigration  agents.  I  think  it  is 
a  good  thing  for  the  colony  that  this  gentleman 
was  not  sent  Home  as  an  immigration  agent. 
Then  the  member  for  Geraldinc  said  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  provide  that  the  contractors 
for  the  Midland  Railway  should  not  interfere 
with  local  labour  by  bringing  in  Chinese  and 
coolie  labour.  I  am  not  aware  that  this 
contract  for  the  lilidland  Railway  has  ever 
been  gone  into.  I  do  not  think  that  any  Eng- 
lish contractor  would  bring  out  Chinese.  It 
will  be  time  enough,  when  the  contract  is 
entered  into,  to  make  a  condition  with  refer- 
Mr.  Duncan 


ence  to  this;  and  I  hope  the  Govenmml 
will  see  to  this  matter.  The  honomaUi 
gentleman  stated  for  the  first  time  that  fas 
Government  intended  to  take  land  from  tka 
large  landholders  in  Canterbury  for  the  cca- 
struction  of  the  lino  from  Christchurch  to  Blen- 
heim by  the  East  Coast.  I  never  heard  thai 
stated  in  the  House  before.  He  says  \k» 
Government  intended  to  take  the  land  as  tha 
work  progressed.  That  he  was  to  take  tba 
land  to  pay  for  this  line  is  a  thing  I  neftr 
heard  stated  in  this  House  before,  nor  haia 
I  seen  it  in  print,  and  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  brou^t  that  forward  for  to-night 
I  cannot  state  positively.  Now  I  come  to  the 
point  that  caused  mo  to  speak  to-night.  Ji 
is  this  Livingstone  Railway-line.  There  is  a 
little  history  about  this  line.  At  the  time  of,  or 
just  immediately  before,  the  election  in  18^ 
an  honourable  gentleman — Sir  John  Hall,  tba 
then  Premier  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Government — came  down  and  went  to  stay  with 
Mr.  Reid,  who  lives  in  that  district,  and  whd 
owns  a  large  quantity  of  property  through  which 
this  lino  passes.  Sir  John  Hall  stayed  with 
^Ir.  Reid  for  a  few  days,  and  then  he  propoaed 
this  line  should  be  gone  on  with  at  once.  Tha 
working-men  had  only  to  vote  for  Mr.  John 
Reid  at  the  coming  elections,  and  the  lina 
would  have  been  an  accomplished  fact  in  a 
very  short  time.  Mr.  Reid  was  to  beccHna 
the  representative  of  WaitaJci  in  this  House- 
that  was  the  condition.  Then  I  thought  this: 
that  if  the  Premier  could  come  down  in  this 
way  to  get  support  for  a  candidate  whom  he 
wished  to  go  into  the  House,  there  most  be 
something  radically  wrong.  I  talked  the  mat- 
ter over  with  the  people  there,  and  they  came 
to  the  determination  that  somebody  should 
oppose  this  gentleman.  It  was  arranged  that 
I  should;  and,  of  course,  I  was  successful. 
That  was  the  initiation  of  this  line ;  because 
you  will  find  that  it  first  appeared  in  the  sche- 
dule to  the  Threo-million  Loan  Act  of  ISSi. 
You  will  find  it  there,  scheduled  for  £22,0CO. 
Now,  I  would  like  to  know  who  put  it  into  tha 
schedule.  Was  it  the  member  for  Ancklaod 
East  who  put  it  into  the  Three-million  Loan 
Act  of  188ii  ?  Was  it  the  honourable  member 
for  Akaroa  ?  Was  it  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Government  that  said  that  £22,000  was 
to  bo  put  down  ?  I  believe  it  was :  not  because  I 
think  that  Government  were  not  aware  when  I 
came  up  here  I  would  not  be  a  supporter  of 
theirs.  You  will  find  that  at  the  end  of  1883 
there  were  liabilities  on  account  of  that  line  to 
the  extent  of  £5,000,  whereas  the  cxpenditars 
upon  that  line  up  to  date  has  been  £34,000.  I 
will  go  a  little  further  with  reference  to  the  line. 
When  it  was  first  started  it  was  sjirongly  op- 
posed by  the  members  of  the  County  Council, 
of  which  I  was  one  at  that  time.  We  sent  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Government  that  before 
this  line  should  be  proceeded  with  a  survsy 
should  be  made  of  a  different  route  aJtogeUieCi 
together  with  a  comparison  of  the  two  li&oe, 
and  with  a  statement  as  to  what  country  each 
line  would  serve  locally,  and  therefore  which 
would  be  best  for  the  colony,  and  which  would 
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-eost  the  least.  That  remonstrance  was  ignored 
by  the  Government  of  the  day,  of  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldino  was  one, 
instead  of  consulting  the  jlocal  body  and  letting 
matters  be  inquired  into,  to  see  what  was  best ; 
ajid,  in  spite  of  it,  the  outcome  of  the  matter 
is  that  £34,000  is  spent.  And  what  have  we 
.got  for  it  ?  Not  a  penny.  Nob  one  single  mile 
of  line  is  open  for  traffic  at  the  present  time, 
and  further  expenditure  is  necessary  to  make  it 
available.  Now,  I  would  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine,  when  ho  gets  up  to 
attack  anybody,  to  see  that  he  has  some  solid 
grounds  to  go  upon.  I  admire  the  honourable 
member  in  some  ways,  though  I  am  speaking 
hard  of  him  at  this  time ;  but  I  say  that  he 
should  have  more  solid  grounds  to  g  >  upon  than 
he  has  in  this  case,  in  condemning  oLlitr  people 
for  his  own  blunders  and  wasteful  expenditure. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Youarc  all  wrong  about 
it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — If  I  am  wrong,  I  am  wrong 
on  the  right  side.  The  honourable  gentleman 
can  turn  up  the  Loan  Bill,  or  any  other  honour- 
able member  can  do  so,  and  he  will  see  for 
himself  that  I  am  quite  right.  I  am  not 
quite  so  hard  upon  the  honourable  gentleman 
as  I  ought  to  be.  He  said  that  this  v. us  one  of 
the  lines  that  were  least  objectionable — that 
was  the  way  he  put  it ;  and  yet  all  the  Govern- 
ment want  to  do  is  to  make  useful  a  line  on 
which  a  good  deal  of  money  has  been  spent 
without  any  result.  The  line  goes  for  the  most 
part  through  the  land  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  expected  to  come  up  here  to  support  the 
Government ;  and  they  actually  gave  liini  £10 
per  acre  for  the  land  required  for  the  railway, 
when  that  land  would  not  have  brought  £3  per 
acre  in  the  market.  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  correct  me  in  this  matter  if  he 
can ;  but  I  know  that  he  cannot  say  anything 
difierent  from  what  I  am  saying  if  ho  speaks 
what  is  true.  I  hope  this  line  will  in  future 
occupy  a  different  position  in  honourable  mem- 
bers' minds.  We  endeavoured  at  the  time  1 
Epeak  of  to  get  the  line  started  from  Maheno, 
aiid  to  go  up  through  the  Kakanui  Flat.  That 
would  have  opened  some  good  country,  and 
would  bring  the  line  to  this  point  just  as  well 
as  this  present  line  would  do,  and,  being  far 
distant  from  any  other  line,  it  would  be  of  some 
service  to  the  colony  and  the  district ;  whereas 
there  is  very  little  chance  of  it  being  carried 
where  it  will  open  up  the  land  by  the  present 
route.  I  think  honourable  members  of  the 
Opposition  must  be  hard-pressed  for  a  subject 
of  attack  on  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
when  this  is  the  only  line  in  connection  with 
which  he  is  charged  with  wrong- doing.  I  have 
not  spoken  one  word  to  the  Minister  about  the 
line,  but  I  hope  that,  if  he  speaks,  he  will  tell 
the  House  what  caused  the  contract  to  be 
let.  I  believe  it  was  done  because,  unless 
that  honourable  member  had  let  that  con- 
tact, the  whole  line  would  have  been  useless, 
and  because  it  would  absorb  some  of  the  unem- 
ployed who  were  calling  out  for  work.  If  this 
is  a  sample  of  what  we  hear  in  condemnation 
<i  Ministers,  then  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the 


Opposition  have  but  very  little  to  say  against 
them.  Then,  I  have  just  a  word  to  say  in 
reference  to  the  remark  about  the  absence  of 
party  -  lines  at  the  present  moment.  The 
honom*able  member  for  Geraldine  went  on  to 
say  everything  possible  and  impossible  about 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  called  him  evcr}*- 
thing  that  was  vicious  and  bad,  which  I 
will  not  repeat ;  and  also  says  thero  is  one 
party  represented  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
and  another  party  by  the  Premier  on  those 
benches.  Now,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  class 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldme,  I  should 
not  class  him  with  the  Premier  —  I  should 
be  ashamed  to  do  so ;  but  I  should  class  him 
with  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  You  must  recol- 
lect that  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
was  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Canterbury,  and 
that  he  gridironed  Canterbury,  and  enabled 
men  to  obtain  enormous  estates.  That  was  the 
work  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  Therefore, 
if  he  is  to  bo  classified  with  anybody,  he  must 
be  classified  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
He  is  certainly  a  Consers'ativc,  a  land-mono- 
polist, and  has  nothing  in  common  with  the 
Premier,  but  certainly  he  is  a  Conservative 
in  this  colony.  The  Premier  I  look  upon 
as  the  representative  of  the  Liberal  party, 
and  I  am  nob  ashamed  to  say  that  I  am 
a  member  of  that  party.  I  have  known  the 
Premier  for  a  very  long  time,  and  I  have 
admired  him  for  a  very  long  time,  and  I 
hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  support  him 
for  years  to  come.  I  do  not  generally  speak 
very  much,  but  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
answer  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
to-night,  because  this  is  about  the  third  time 
that  ho  has  dropped  upon  this  line,  and  I  want 
to  set  him  right,  and  try  to  make  him  give  this 
sort  of  thing  up.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  South.  The  bulk  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech  was  a  sort  of  wail  that 
the  good  old  tunes  had  gone,  and  that  he  wanted 
a  Government  in  office  once  more  under  which 
the  Wairarapa  and  some  other  parts  of  the 
North  Island  would  get  what  they  desired.  I 
do  not  wonder  at  this,  for  I  remember  that, 
a  few  short  years  ago,  when  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act  was  brought  in,  the 
two  members  for  the  Wairarapa  and  the  then 
member  for  Manawatu  (Mr.  W.  W.  Johnston) 
—  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  —  assisted 
in  the  passing  of  that  Bill.  It  was  well  known 
when  the  Bill  passed  that  there  was  about 
£200,000  put  aside  to  meet  applications  made 
by  Road  Boards  and  County  Councils  for  aid 
to  the  works  carried  on  by  them :  that  is  to 
say,  if  a  county  found  one-third  of  the  money 
necessary,  they  could  apply  for  the  other  two- 
thirds.  As  soon  as  the  Bill  passed,  the  three 
honourable  gentlemen  whom  1  have  mentioned 
by  some  means  or  another  managed  to  get, 
between  the  three  counties,  nearly  one-third  of 
the  whole  vote.  I  believe  they  secured  amongst 
them  about  £35,000.  That  is  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  wants  now,  and 
that  is  why  he  is  so  anxious  to  see  members 
from  his  side  of  the   House  on  the  Govern- 
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znent  benches  again.  Tlie  real  nature  of  the 
Act  at  that  time  was  that  applications  were  to 
be  paid  pro  rata  as  they  would  come  in  that 
year,  to  the  extent  of  one-third  of  what  was 
applied  for;  so  that  it  would  bo  interesting 
to  know  what  amount  was  applied  for  by  the 
Wairarapa  and  Manawatu  Counties,  when  they 
got  such  a  larsje  amount  as  they  did.  This  was 
tho  effect  of  the  Roads  and  BriJp  js  Construc- 
tion Act ;  and  it  was  the  action  of  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  that  roused  the  whole  colony, 
BO  that  cv'.n  if  the  Act  v.oro  mentioned  any- 
where south  of  Cook  Strait  it  was  enough  to 
prevent  tlie  man  who  said  a  word  in  its  favour 
from  getting  into  this  House.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment,  althouRh,  if  I  saw  that 
it  went  in  tho  direction  of  savin.cj  further  bor- 
rowing, it  might  have  some  effect  upon  me.  As 
far  as  my  district  is  conc(?rned.  as  there  is 
nothing  new  in  this  schedule  for  Waitaki,  it  is 
iunnatc-rial  to  me  whctlier  wo  borrow  or  not; 
but  I  should  rather  prefer  that  we  did  not  bor- 
row, except  to  carry  on  such  works  as  are  abso- 
lutely necessary.  I  know  that  tho  colony  is 
so  situated  that  we  must  have  some  borrow- 
in;^  to  find  employ mc  lit  for  those  amongst  us 
who  now  cannot  find  any.  I  say  again,  as  I 
h:'.v<i  said  before,  that  I  abhor  this  system  of 
what  we  call  unemployed  labour.  In  fac't,  I 
may  say  I  abhor  Government  eniployin':*  men 
in  any  sense  of  tho  term  ;  because  we  find  that 
wlien  any  contract  is  taken  over  from  tlie 
contractor,  or  anything  in  this  lino  has  to  bo 
taken  up,  the  Government  do  it,  and  tho 
result  is  that  it  costs  them  double  what  it 
would  cost  anv  ordinary  man.  As  a  member 
of  tliJi  Public  Petitions  Committee,  I  may  sav 
that  there  are  very  many  contracts  which  conio 
before  the  Committee  from  tini'j  to  time.  I 
shall  not  particularize  any,  but  I  wish  to  give 
my  op  iiion  to  the  Govt  rument  re;^'arding  these 
contracts.  Wo  have  had  contracts  broup;ht 
under  our  notice  that  have  been  t;'-kt;n  up  at  a 
certain  time,  and  the  contractor,  through  un- 
foreseen circmnstiinecs,  has  not  been  able  to 
carry  them  through.  Then,  after,  perhaps,  the 
ct'utractor  has  paid  90  per  cent,  of  the  cost, 
the  Government  take  tlie  contract  up  at  their 
ovn  valuation,  and  in  nearly  every  instance 
the  contract  costs  them  about  .W  per  cent,  more 
th  Ml  the  first  contract  was  taken  for.  The 
Government,  therefore,  have  no  right  to  under- 
take any  business  that  tht^y  can  let  by  contract 
or  in  some  other  way.  Another  thing  I  should 
like  to  refer  to  is  tho  management  of  the  rail- 
ways ;  and  what  I  wish  to  say  is  more  in  the 
nature  of  advice  than  anything  else.  It  is  not 
to  find  fault  with  the  ^Minister  for  Public  Works, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  ho  is  as  good  a  Minis- 
ter a'^  any  we  have  yet  had,  if  not  better.  I 
wilt,  hov/ever,  say  this  to  him:  that  it  is  his 
place  to  go  over  these  lines  carefully,  and  talk 
to  the  people  along  them,  and  see  what  is 
wanted  ,to  bo  done,  and  not  stop  here  in  an 
oftice  where  he  has  a  man  who  can  do  the  work 
just  as  well  as  he  can  do  it  himself.  He 
should  be  abl«»  to  tell  tho  House  the  pro- 
spects of  all  of  these  lines,  as  far  as  returns 
of  revenue  are  concerned;  and  he  might,  for 
Mr.  Duncan 


instance,  go  along  the  lines  and  see  if  some- 
thing could  not  be  done  with  the  trucks  lying 
idle  in  tho  slack  time,  and  see  also  if  engiss 
could  not  be  utilized.  In  the  district  I  coou 
from  there  are  gravel -pits  and  coal-beds,  and  if 
he  could  see 'how  tho  railways  could  be  used 
for  bringing  them  into  use  he  would  be  doing 
good.  If  he  would  take  my  advice,  and,  instead 
of  stopping  in  Wellington,  would  take  the 
trouble  of  going  to  various  places  througboot 
the  colony  and  seeing  what  could  be  done,  I 
am  sure  ho  would  make  the  railways  in  tlie 
South  pay  1  per  cent,  more  than  they  do  at 
present.  More  than  this,  he  would  find  out 
that  on  the  main  trunk  line  there  are  places 
where  the  express  might  very  well  stop  whea 
it  does  not  stop  now,  and  yet  make  up  its  time, 
for  it  is  a  very  good  road  all  the  way  from  Dnn- 
edin  to  Christchurch.  The  Government  should 
place  themselves  in  the  ix>sition  of  earners, 
and  try  to  accommodate  the  public  as  much  ai 
possible.  Then  they  would  find  that  the  lines 
would  pay  very  well.  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  any  longer,  but  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment,  although,  perhaps,  when  in  Com- 
mittee I  mav  vote  in  a  different  direction. 

"Mr.  BRUCE.— It  has  been  said  that  in  poli- 
tics, as  in  Greek  tragedy,  it  is  the  unexpected 
that  happens.  This  is  a  case  in  point.  Here  we 
are  unexpectedly  launched  into  a  no-confidence 
debate,  and  under  existing  conditions  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  predict  what  may  happen 
three  days  hence.  These  no-confidence  debates 
are  becoming  every -day  occurrences.  When 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  brought 
down  his  amendment  the  Premier  immediately 
rose  and  took  it  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
in  his  Government.  I  do  not  blame  him  far 
so  doing,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  take 
this,  strictly  considered,  as  a  no-confidence  de- 
bate. Were  such  the  case,  and  if  I  considered 
that  this  was  in  reality  a  no-confidence  motion, 
I  should  either  give  a  vote  with  the  Govem- 
ment  or  take  no  part  in  the  division — probably 
the  latter,  and  for  this  reason  :  I  recognize  this 
as  a  fact :  that  any  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
ought  to  be  brought  down  by  one  of  the  leaders 
of  a  party.  It  has  been  alleged  during  the 
course  of  the  debate  that  this  is  "  a  scufile  for 
office."  These,  I  believe,  were  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokonui.  Now,  as  far 
as  I  understand  the  feeling  of  the  Opposition, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  I  absolutely  deny 
the  accuracy  of  this  statement.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  rank  and  file  wish  to  see  the 
(iovernment  turned  off  those  benches,  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  occupy  the  Opposition  benches,  and  whose 
government  for  five  years  was  a  record  of 
valuable  public  service,  wish  for  a  moment, 
as  far  as  I  know  their  views,  to  return  to 
office.  They  are  probably  well  awaro  that  the 
country  is  not  yet  ripe  for  a  change.  >'ot 
being  an  extreme  party  man  I  am  perhaps  not 
in  tiieir  confidence ;  but  such  is  my  oionion. 
The  Opposition  has  been  very  much  blamed 
in  tho  coimtry,  and,  to  some  extent,  in  this 
House,  for  not  showing  a  firm  front  to  the 
Government;  but  what  is  the  reason  of  this? 
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Can  any  tmprejndioed  man  who  has  watched 
the  course  of  events  during  the  last  session 
deny  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  the  present 
Goremment  is  mainly  the  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion ?   They  give  us  no  point  of  attack :  that  is 
the  reason  why  the  Opposition  has  not  shown  a 
firm  front  to  the  Government.    I  do  not  wish 
to  speak  at  any  great  length,  or  to  introduce 
those  personalities  which,  in  my  opinion,  have 
marred  this  debate.     I  shall  content  myself 
with  criticising  a  few  of  the  statements  made 
h^  previous  speakers.    So  in  tliis  way  I  can 
give  expression  to  some  views  of  my  own  on 
lome  of  the  large  subjects  introduced  into  the 
debate.     I  wish,  first,  to  take  notice  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  Premier  last  night  in  reference  to 
the  discussion  on  land.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  in  the  future,  under  certain  pos- 
sible conditions,  the  taxation  on  land  will  be 
largely  increased.    Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber know  really  what,  he  was  sa3ing  ? 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  on  large  landowners. 
Mr.  BliUCE. — The  honourable  member  did 
2iot  make  that  distinction. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did,  certamly. 
Mr.   BRUCE.  —  I  accept  the   honourable 
gentleman's  statement,  of  course ;  but  there  are 
some  honourable  members  in  this  House,  I 
grieve  to  say,  who  look  upon  the  holding  of  land 
as  something  in  the  form  of  a  crime.    1  repeat 
the  statement,  although  the  Premier  laughs.    I 
'say  this  in  reference  to  this  question :  that  land 
is  already  heavily  taxed.     Some  members  ap- 
pear to  forget  that  the  property- tax  is  a  land- 
tax,  and  at  present  land  is  taxed  as  heavily  as 
it  can  bear.     It  is  staggering  under  its  burdens, 
and  further  taxation  on  it  will  react  upon  every 
member  of  the  community,  either  directly  or 
indirectly.     The  Premier  also  made  references 
to  the  Manawatu  Gorge  line  which  I  do  not 
think  altogether  ingenuous.     The  honourable 
gentleman  wislied  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
construction    of    the    Manawatu    Gorge    Ime 
would  in   reality  be  playing  into   the  hands 
of  a  private  company.     He  rather  advocated 
the  other  route,  by  the  Wairarapa.     But  the 
fact  is  that,   when   the   two   lines    arc    con- 
structed, the  produce  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  Hawke's  Bay  Province  will  certainly  roll  in 
to  Wellington  by  the   Manawatu  Gorge  line. 
He  wished  to  make  it  appear  that  he  had  been 
moving  in  the  direction  of  economy,  and  that 
he  had  not  met  with  general  support  from  this 
House  or  a  number  of   members  in  it.     He 
especially  alluded  to  the  introduction  of  some 
of  the  clauses  in  those  local  measures,  which 
would  throw  the  burden   of   the   erection  of 
school-buildings  on  the  school  districts.    Now, 
I  have  come  here  as  an  advocate  of  economy, 
and  I  have  voted  in  that  direction  with  toler- 
able consistency.    It  appears  to  me,  however, 
that  it  would  have  been  false  economy  to  vote 
lor  these  clauses ;  for  the  expenses  connected 
with  education  would  thereby  be  thrown  on 
oatlying   districts,    and    it    would    most   cer- 
tainly, as  I  have  already  pointed  out  in  this 
House,  be  a  hindrance  to  the  colonization  of 
the  country.    What  are  the  facts?    The  very 
Yorst  or  poorest  of  teachers  are  kept  in  the 


outlying  districts,  for  one  thing.  If  a  teacher 
of  excellence  is  found  he  or  she  is  immediately 
packed  off  to  a  centre  of  population.  I  do  not 
say  this  is  wrong ;  but  the  fact  remains  that 
the  country  population  suffers  in  that  respect.  • 
The  honourable  gentleman  also  alluded  to 
honourable  members  voting  against  him  in 
reference  to  the  resolution  brought  down  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley.  Here, 
again,  I  voted  with  that  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  do  not  recognize  in  the  Premier's 
position  anything  travelling  in  the  direction 
of  economy.  I  voted  for  that  resolution  be- 
cause it  affirmed  a  great  principle,  from  my 
point  of  view.  It  affirms  the  principle  that  all 
wealth  should  contribute  to  charitable  aid  as 
it  should  to  everything  else.  The  principle  is 
recognized  in  the  property-tax.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  also  spoke  of  borrowing.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  question  has  been  debated  at  some 
length  during  this  debate.  I  am  not  going 
to  enter  into  the  intricacies  of  the  question; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  arc  prepared  to  say  that  our  borrow- 
ing policy  has  been  a  failure.  It  is  a  very 
largo  subject.  I  believe  that  a  colony  —  a 
nation — is  as  much  justified  in  borrowing  to 
develop  its  resources  as  a  company  is,  for 
instance,  justified  in  borrowing  to  develop  the 
the  resources  of  a  mine.  But,  in  the  one  case, 
the  case  of  the  colony,  we  know  that  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  money  is  misspent,  and 
absolutely  wasted.  Now  1  wish  to  glance  at 
the  other  side  of  the  picture  in  reference  to 
borrowing.  I  wish  to  say  something  against 
borrowing.  It  appears  to  me,  with  my  com- 
paratively-limited experience  of  this  colony, 
that,  whatever  may  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
policy  itself,  it  had  a  most  demoralizing  effect 
on  the  colony,  and  also  on  the  floor  of  this 
House.  It  is  for  this  reason  tliat  I  should,  if 
I  could  only  see  my  way — which  I  cannot — 
endeavour  to  taper  off  borrowing.  Will  any 
honourable  member  in  this  House  deny  that 
in  too  many  instances  a  representative  is  mea- 
sured in  his  constituency  not  so  much  by  his 
ability,  by  his  integrity,  and  by  his  general 
capacity  for  the  office,  as  by  his  ability  to 
procure  funds  from  the  Colonial  Excliequer 
for  expenditure  in  the  district?  And  it  is 
my  opinion  that  members  who  are  most  suc- 
cessful in  this  respect  are  not  tho  host  speci- 
mens of  politicians.  Then,  the  Premier  made 
what  appeared  to  mo  a  most  remarkable  state- 
ment. Ho  said  that  in  two  or  three  years  we 
should  have  to  cease  to  borrow.  I  wish  I  could 
believe  that  were  possible.  I  believe  that„ 
under  existing  conditions,  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible. We  have  committed  ourselves  to 
works  which  will  require  ten  millions  to  com- 
plete. I  say  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that, 
as  the  Premier  has  told  us,  in  two  or  three 
years  we  can  cease  to  borrow.  I  came  down 
here  as  an  advocate  of  a  borrowing  policy 
—  a  moderate  borrowing  policy,  because  I 
recognized  tho  fact  that  the  more  we  have 
borrowed  the  more  we  have  wasted.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  support  a  Government  that 
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will  borrow  a  million  a  year  and  spend  it 
judiciously  in  reproductive  works.  As  the  Pre- 
mier pointed  out  to  the  House  last  night,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  borrow  for 
the  construction  of  railways.  How,  otherwise, 
are  we  to  compete  in  the  markets  of  the  world 
with  nations  which  are  already  provided  with 
railways,  if  we  do  not  provide  these  high- 
ways of  commerce  to  run  our  produce  to 
the  seaboard?  I  am  prepared  to  support 
any  moderate  borrowing  policy  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  wish  now  to  glance  at  another  re- 
mark of  the  Premier's.  He  made  a  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
to  tell  him  where  the  money  was  to  come 
from  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  if  it 
was  not  taken  from  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Bail  way  Loan.  I  would  suggest  to  him  that, 
if  in  Committee,  as  I  hope  v,i\\  be  the  case, 
some  of  these  railways  are  struck  out,  the 
money  so  saved  might  be  applied  to  that  pur- 
pose. I  contend  that  we  have  no  such  things 
at  present  as  party  lines  in  this  House.  \Vhcre 
do  they  exist?  If  anywhere,  only  in  the  region 
of  abstract  principles.  What  is  there  to  pre- 
vent the  honourable  member  for  Egmoiit  and 
the  Premier  sitting  in  the  same  Cabinet  ? 
Nothing  whatever. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Land-tax. 

Mr.  BllUCE. — I  say  these  are  in  the  region 
of  abstract  principles,  and  I  hope  that  liis  views 
on  the  land-tax  will  remain  in  the  same  region 
also.  There  is  another  question  to  wliich  I  wish 
to  make  a  passing  allusion.  Several  hoi.our- 
able  members  have  alluded  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  Wanganui  River,  also,  in  reaUty,  taken 
out  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  give  the  Government  credit  for 
any  good  I  may  see  in  them ;  but  I  say  that  this 
is  one  of  the  faults  wliich  mar  them :  that  they 
favour  too  much  their  political  supporters.  1 
may  be  wrong 

An  Hon.  Member. — Read  the  report. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — If  I  have  not  read  tlie  report 
I  have  read  the  Financial  Stattment,  and  I 
have  seen  those  works  of  art,  which  are,  I  sup- 
pose, the  excuse  for  that  expenditure.  I  wish 
to  protest  against  the  abstraction  of  any  money 
from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  because  I 
believe,  if  this  practice  is  allowed  to  continue, 
the  railway  will  be  hung  up  indefinitely,  and 
the  Government  will  have  to  come  down  to 
this  House  for  another  million  loan,  and  it  is 
questionable  whether  it  will  bo  granted.  The 
'Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  that  this  railway 
would  be  finished  in  three  years.  Two  of  these 
years  have  already  gone,  and  very  littlo  head- 
way has  been  made  with  the  undertaking  at  all. 
The  Premier  says  we  prevented  him  from  carry- 
ing it  on ;  and  I  admit  that  we  did  so  to  the 
extent  of  £48,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ilawko's  Bay. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— That  only  aiTectcd  it  to  the 
extent  of  £48,0C0.  I  now  wish  to  allude  to 
some  remarks  which  have  been  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Native  policy  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  during  the  time  he  was 
a  member  of  the  late  Government.  That 
Mr.Bruu 


policy  has  been  stigmatized  in  this  House, 
perhaps  not  in  these  words  exactly,  but  at  anj 
rate  in  the  spirit  of  them,  as  one  of  tjraimj, 
one  of  harshness,  one  absolutely  wanting  in 
sjonpathy  with  the  Native  race.  I  hold  sb 
entirely  difFerent  opinion.  In  my  opinion  tiol 
policy  was  one  of  strength  and  of  wisdom,  and, 
I  believe,  also  one  of  generosity  to  the  Natim 
race ;  because  I  recognize  this :  that  a  policy 
which  showed  the  Native  race  the  absolute 
futility  of  armed  rebellion  was  in  reality,  to 
them,  a  generous  policy.  It  has  been  said  hj 
one  honourable  member — I  think  the  honom- 
ablo  member  for  Auckland  West — ^and  pohapi 
also  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  the  meiiti 
of  the  one-policeman  policy  now  prevail.  But 
that  one-policeman  policy  is  the  natural  se- 
quence of  the  blow  which  the  then  Nattn 
Minister  struck  at  Panhaka. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — The  honourable  member  says, 
*•  No."  Well,  I  can  tell  him  this  is  the  opinion 
of  those  who  know  more  of  these  matters  than 
either  he  or  I.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  also 
asked  this  question,  or  put  it  in  this  way  to 
the  House :  *'  Look  how  easily  these  arrests 
were  made  the  other  day ! "  Well,  we  know 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  firm  policy  of  thi 
honourable  member  for  Waitot£^  those  ar- 
rests would  have  been  impossible  in  the  way 
in  which  they  have  been  made.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  saved  this  colony 
from  armed  rebellion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  many  hundreds  wen 
arrested  before  that  took  pla<!e  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Now,  Sir,  this  question  is  an« 
which  evidently  stirs  up  considerable  fceeling. 
I  do  not  wish  to  rouse  that  feeling.  I  haw 
kindly  personal  feelings  towards  every  member 
in  this  House  ;  but  I  wish  to  say  this — and  I 
speak  in  no  uncertain  tones  in  reference  to 
this  question,  for  it  is  probably  the  last  time  I 
shall  refer  to  it :  I  say  that,  at  some  futon 
time,  when  the  history  of  the  colony  comes  to 
bo  written,  when  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  hour  have  passed  away  and  been  to^ 
gotten — when  that  time  arrives  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  policy  which  is  identified  with 
the  name  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara will  be  treated  and  considered  as  ont 
carried  out  in  the  interests  of  justice  and  in 
the  interests  of  humanity,  and  in  the  best 
and  highest  interests  of  a  noble  race,  which  vt 
would  fain  wish  to  preserve,  but  which  is,  I 
fear,  rapidly  passing  away.  Exception  was  iJso 
taken  during  the  present  debate  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  regarding  the  price  of  wool,  our 
national  product.  He  was  alluded  to  as  "a 
croaker. '*  Well,  I  am  no  croaker.  I  have  fai& 
in  the  future  of  this  colony.  I  do  not  belief! 
that  honourable  members  like  the  member 
for  Waitotara  make  sufficient  allowance  for 
the  enormous  expansive  powers  of  thii 
colony.  But  I  wish  to  say  that  that  honourabli 
gentleman  was  perfectly  right  in  giving  ex- 
pression to  his  views  in  reference  to  that 
matter  in  the  way  in  which  he  did.  I  be- 
lieve  that,   nationally  as   well  as   individn- 
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Ally,  we  should  base  om  calculations   upon 
our  {oobable  lather  than  upon  our  possible 
income.    And  that  was,  in  reality,  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  was  doing 
in  this  instance.    I  am  not  going  to  speak  at 
any  great  length,  for  we  know  the  House  is 
tired  of  this  debate  ;   but  I  just  wish  to  say 
one  more  word  in  reference  to  what  fell  from 
the  Premier  last  night.    With  that  eloquence 
so  peculiarly  his  own,  in  a  speech  every  tone 
of  which  rung  with  sincerity,  the  honourable 
member  indicated  to  this  House  and  to  this 
ooontry  what  his  policy  would  be ;  and  he  also 
told  us — ^perhaps  not  in  these  words,  but  that 
was  the  purport  of  his  remarks — that  he  valued 
his  seat  on  those  benches  only  for  the  oppor- 
tunity it   gave    him    of    doing    good  to  this 
oomitry.     I  believe  every  word  the  honour- 
able member  uttered.    I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one  member  of  this  House  who  has  the  wel- 
&te  of  the  colony  more  at  heart  than  the  Pre- 
mier.   We  are  all  proud  of  our  Premier.    I 
tpeak  for  myself :  I  am  proud  of  him,  although 
nofe  his  political  follower.    I  am  proud  of  him 
as  a  foUow-couutryman  and  as  a  follow-colo- 
fiist;  (vnd  I  would  appeal  to  him,  as  one  who 
has  a  great  many  admirers  in  this  House  and  in 
the  country,  to  '^  nail  his  colours  to  the  mast " 
and  to  be  true  to  the  speech  that  he  uttered 
last  night.      He   has  a  great   future   before 
him— unquestionably  so ;  he  has  everything — 
or,  perhaps,  almost  everything — which  makes 
a  l<^cr  of  men.    He  has  broad  human  sym- 
pathies, as  well  as  unquestionable  ability ;  and 
I  hope  he  will  be  true  to  that  speech,  and,  whe- 
ther he  values  a  seat  on  those  benches  or  not — 
I  do  not,  myself,  believe  that  he  does  value  the 
leat  there,  but — it  is  the  surest  way  to  retain 
a  seat  on  those  benches  to  give  expression  to 
that  policy  which  he  enunciated  last  night. 
How  I  have  only  one  or  two  words  to  say  in 
eonclusion.    I  shall  vote  for  this  amendment. 
I  have  already  said  that  I  do  not  look  upon  it 
M  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  or  I  should  not 
vote  for  it.    There  are  very  few  in  this  House 
who  would  like   to  see  this  Government  go 
off  those  benches,  and  no  one  in  this  House 
sipects  that,  in  the  division  about  to  take  place, 
the  Government  will  be  defeated.    I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment because  it  appears  to  me  to  travel  in  the 
nght  direction — in   the  direction  of  finishing 
lines  already  in  course  of  formation,  and  of 
refusing  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
ofchen  which  are  not  warranted  in  the  present 
condition  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  GORE. — Sir,  I  should  like  to  answer 
lome  arguments  brought  forward  by  members 
in  this  debate,  which  has  now  been  five  days 
before  the  House  ;  but  I  think  I  shall  be  con- 
nilting  the  interests  of  honourable  members  by 
not  delaying  the  House.  1  only  rise  now  to  give 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  intend  to  give.  This 
amendment  is,  apparently,  one  not  to  begin 
new  works  until  our  present  railways  are  at  all 
events  brought  to  paying  points.  That  I  quite 
•gtee  with.  I  believe  if  that  principle  were 
Juried  out  it  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  save  a  very  large  sum — over 


£40,000  a  year,  I  believe— of  interest  on  money 
at  present  paid  for  railways  under  construction. 
It  also.  Sir,  proposes  to  add  £60,000  to  the 
amount  set  down  in  the  schedule  for  the 
Otago  Central  liailway;  and  that  is  a  great 
inducement  for  any  Otago  member  to  vote  for 
it :  but  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  it.  If  this 
amendment  were  a  sincere  one,  I  think  the 
proper  time  for  it  to  have  been  brought  forward 
would  have  been  when  the  Bill  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  when  the  schedule  was  under  con- 
sideration in  Committee.  I  think  that  is  the 
proper  time  to  bring  such  proposals  forward, 
and  I  shall  reserve  my  own  right  then  to  vote, 
when  the  schedule  is  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee, against  any  new  works ;  but  at  the  pre- 
sent time  I  intend  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.  — Sir,  I  shall  follow  the 
example  of  the  honourable  member  who  has 
last  spoken,  and  make  my  remarks  as  brief  as 
possible.  I  have  waited  for  some  time  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
and  I  do  not  really  like  to  sec  the  motion 
passed  without  explaining  the  reason  for  my 
vote ;  and  I  may  have  something  to  say  also 
with  regard  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara.  I  am  not  going  through 
the  whole  of  the  financial  part  of  this  debate, 
because  that  has  been,  no  doubt,  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  and  we  know  now  what  we  have 
to  expect  in  the  year  we  shall  soon  enter  upon. 
We  know  that  we  can  have  hardly  any  money 
for  future  appropriations;  and  we  must  act  ac- 
cordingly. I  have  myself  always  supported  a 
borrowing  policy ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have 
always  considered  it  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  guard  very  zealously  and  very  carefully 
against  any  unjust  or  unwarranted  expenditure 
on  unproductive  works.  This,  I  know,  is  the 
sort  of  statement  that  we  very  often  hear  in  this 
House,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  we  find  people 
rushing  in  for  works  they  know  cannot  be 
reproductive  immediately  afterwards.  But  I 
maintain  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have 
never  done  so ;  and  I  shall  not  do  so  when  it 
will  be  my  privilege  to  vote  for  the  extension 
of  the  railway  from  Mauricevillo  to  Ekatahuna ; 
and  in  a  few  days,  when,  I  hope,  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  voting  for  a  sum  for  that  line,  I 
shall  feel  that  I  am  doing  my  duty  and  voting 
for  what  will  be  a  really  reproductive  work,  and 
one  in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  the  Premier  and  the  Ministry 
imder  him  have  lately  become  converts  to  the 
same  opinion,  and  I  think,  to  a  certain  extent, 
this  is  caused  by  certain  visits  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  have  recently  paid  to 
the  district  which  I  represent.  They  could 
there  see  facts  that  were  well  known  to  mo 
and  to  others  who  knew  the  district — that  a 
very  large  area  of  country  requires  settlement, 
and  that  the  railway  works  soon  to  be  in  pro- 
gress would  be  an  important  factor  in  facilitat- 
ing that  settlement.  It  is  only  necessary  that 
I  should  mention  what  has  been  done  during 
a  short  period  of  time,  and  what  can  be  done, 
in  the  Wairarapa  East  County,  to  show  how 
settlement  would  be  opened  up  by  this  railway^ 
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The  land  to  be  offered  for  sale  this  month, 
in  that  county,  will  be  82,000  acres,  and  most 
of  it  cut  up  into  small  sections  and  avail- 
Able  for  small  Settlements.  During  the  last 
two  years  27,300  acres  have  been  sold,  and 
within  the  last  twelve  months  52,200  acres 
have  been  taken  up  by  special  settlers,  and  not 
one  section  is  larger  than  150  acres.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  it  is  bush  land.  That  makes  a 
total  of  101,500  acres;  and  I  think  that  was 
-quite  sufficient  to  justify  mo  in  giving  the 
vote  I  shall  give  in  cordially  supporting  the 
undertaking,  and  assisting  in  making  the  lino 
as  far  as  i-.ketahuna.  Of  course  there  is  still 
another  sum  which  I  hope  hereafter  will  be 
devoted  to  pusljing  on  tlie  line  still  farther, 
because  it  will  have  the  effect  of  opening  up  tlie 
country  still  more  than  what  I  have  already 
mentioned.  Tlic  Premier  called  p.ttention,  the 
other  night,  to  tiio  fact  that  the  railway  from 
Napier  to  Palnierston  would  benefit  the  Wel- 
lington-^fanawatu  Kailway  —  a  lino  that  is 
in  tlie  hands  of  a  private  company.  J^ut, 
although  to  a  certain  extent  I  go  with  him, 
and  should  much  have  preferred  that  the  line 
from  Wellington  to  Napier  had  been  carried 
through  the  Forty-mile  Bush,  and  that  that 
had  been  the  mam  trunk  line,  I  must  admit 
that  there  aro  many  reasons  for  pushing  on 
the  Gorge  line.  I  think  tlio  Premier  sliould 
have  mentioned,  when  using  the  arguments  he 
did  against  the  construction  of  th.e  Gorge  line, 
that  this  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion: tliat  the  traffic  which  will  pass  through 
that  Gorge  from  Napier  will,  to  a  very  large 
extent,  assist  the  Government  line.  The  rail- 
way to  the  north  of  Palmerston  and  towards 
Taranaki  at  the  present  time,  unfortunately,  is 
paying  badly — I  think  only  about  14.s.  per  cent. 
— and  the  construction  of  the  Gorge  line  will 
materially  assist  the  traffic  receipts  of  that 
part.  We  must  bear  this  in  mind  also :  that  the 
work  that  has  been  undertaken  by  the  ^lana- 
watu  Railway  Company  will  also  assist  to 
some  extent,  and,  although  the  company  will 
imdoubtedly  receive  great  benefit  from  the  con- 
struction of  the  Government  line,  that  the 
line  they  are  now  constructing  will  to  a  very 
great  extent  assist  tlie  reproductive  characte.r 
of  the  lines  both  to  Taranaki  and  Napier,  and 
eventually  to  W'airarapa.  Well,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  I  shall  support  that  vote.  I  must 
also  statii  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of  a  railway 
policy  in  contradistinction  from  that  of  making 
roads.  If  it  had  been  in  my  power,  at  any 
time  before  the  construction  of  the  line  from 
Moiiterton  onwards  had  been  fixed,  to  have  in- 
sured that  the  money  that  has  bren  expended 
on  that  line,  and  that  will  be  expanded  to  con- 
tinue it  to  W'oodvillc,  would  be  available 
for  roads  all  over  the  areas  of  Wairarapa  P^ast 
and  West,  I  am  convinced  that  much  more  good 
would  have  been  done  to  the  colony  by  the 
money  being  expended  in  that  way  than  by 
the  construction  of  the  railway.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  by  my  honourable  friend  and  col- 
league the  member  for  Wairarapa  South,  bush 
country  is  almost  useless  without  roads.  It  is 
a  different  thing  when  you  have  to  deal  with 
Mr,  Bectiiam 


plains  like  those  of  Canterbury,  or  in  settlzz^ ; 
country  like  that  in  the  Otago  districts— yot 
can  there  pass  over  many  miles  without  maJosg 
roads,  though,  I  admit,  with  very  great  iiioOB> 
venience  ;  but  bush -country,  without  rc^di, 
is  incapable  of  profitable  occupation.  Fundi 
must  precede  profitable  settlement ;  acd  I 
think  that  view  has  always  been  held  very 
strongly  by  the  present  Minister  of  Lands; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  my  honourable  fricDl 
the  member  for  Geraldine  also  held  that  view, 
and  did  his  best  to  give  effect  to  his  xiev. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  Boa(& 
and  Bridges  Construction  Act.  I  may  say  that, 
as  far  as  the  present  estimates  are  concerned, 
all  the  money  that  the  Wairarapa  will  receiw 
for  road-making  outside  the  Crown  Lands  De- 
partment will  be  4i280  for  the  whole  year ;  and 
that  is  given  by  way  of  assistance  for  keepini 
the  road  open  through  the  Forty-mile  Bash. 
It  is  possible,  and  more  than  probable,  that  the 
County  of  Wairarapa  East  will  have  to  make  a 
demand  on  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to 
repair  damages  caused  by  the  construction  d 
railway  works  through  the  bush,  and  I  hope 
that  the  ^linister  will  extend  to  that  claim, 
when  made,  the  consideration  that  it  deserves. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  said  thai 
the  Counties  of  Wairarapa  East  and  Wairarapa 
West  obtained  one-third  of  the  £-200,000  ex- 
pended — alluding  to  the  expenditure  under  ths 
Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act.  Now, 
these  are  the  figures:  Wairarapa  East  has  re- 
ceived up  to  the  present  time — for  main  mads, 
£9,74;J ;  for  Highway  Board  district  roads, 
£10,590:  total,  £20,333.  Wairarapa  Wc^t  has 
received  —  for  main  roads,  £4,020;  for  dis- 
trict roads,  £1,651:  total  for  Wairarapa  \Yest, 
£5,671.  I  find,  on  analysing  this  aceouni, 
that  £10,590  would  bo  returned  to  the  Go- 
vernment from  Wairarapa  East  County,  and 
£1,651  from  W^airarapa  West  County,  aiid 
also  one- fourth  of  tho  amount  that  had  lieen 
paid  in  to  the  credit  of  the  Main  Kc^ads 
Account  for  these  two  counties.  The  result 
would  be  that,  out  of  the  £26,004  that  the 
Counties  of  Wairarapa  East  and  West  rc'i'nved 
under  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Constructiou  Act, 
£15,681  would  approximately  be  repaid  inw 
tho  colonial  chest.  Total  amount  applieii  lor 
under  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act, 
£040,906;  granted,  £177,398.  District  roads: 
Total  applied  for,  £61,995;  granted,  £53,9G7. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  several  times 
brought  this  matter  up,  and  I  thank  him  f«>r 
drawing  attention  to  it,  because  it  certainly 
proves  that  myself  and  my  colleague  the  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  South  had  the  interests  of 
our  constituents  at  heart,  and  that,  having  the 
advantage  of  understanding  the  provisions  o! 
the  Act,  we  used  it  to  the  advantage  of  out 
district.  I  think  that  we  should  not  be  blamed 
for  having  done  so.  The  largest  sum  po«^ 
over  to  any  one  county  was  the  grant  paid  to 
the  Southland  County.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
should  not  have  got  it,  for  it  is  the  larg**^^ 
county  in  New  Zealand.  Following  out  the 
same  idea,  I  might  tell  the  honourable  memh<^ 
that  the  County  of   Wairarapa  East  has  ^ 
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fl&omioTis  area  of  nnsettled  land,  and  that  the 
Councillors  and  Boad  Board  Wardens  felt  it 
was  necessary  that  they  should  supplement 
and    assist   the   Government    in  opening   up 
this  Crown  land,    and    so    assist  settlement. 
They  did  that  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability, 
and  large  liabilities  have  been  undertaken  in 
consequence.    As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  glory 
in  my  share  of  the  transactions,  and  if  I  had 
tiie  same  opportunity  at   my  disposal  again 
I  would  do  the  same  thing.    A  good  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  purchase  of  Native  lands. 
I  speak  with  some  knowledge  of  the  matter 
when  I  say  that  the    Government  land-pur- 
chasers in  the  centre  of  this  Island  ought  to 
have  been  instructed  to  proceed  with  the  great- 
est care.    I  have  been  over  a  large  portion  of 
the  land  myself,  and  I  know  that  much  of  the 
land,  although  much  valued  by  many  people 
who  do  not  understand  its  qualities,  is  almost 
worthless,  ajid  I  very  much  fear  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  land  we  are  now  purchasing  will 
prove  almost  valueless  to  the  colony. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Where? 
Mr.  BEETHAM.  —  I  speak  of  the  district 
round  Ruapehu.     I  notice  that  in  the  maps 
placed  before  us  the  area  of   agricultural  land 
IS  certainly  put  down  at  a  very  small  figure : 
that  is  as  it  should  be ;  but  largo  areas  are  put 
down  as  good  pastoral  land.    Now,  I  went  over 
the  whole  base  of  Ruapehu,  and  overlooked  the 
country  from  its  highest  peaks,  and  I  know  the 
-country  well.      A  person  passing  over  it  and 
retaking  a  cursory  observation  might  consider 
that  the  land  there  was  good ;  but  if  he  got  of! 
his  horse  and  examined  it,  and  pulled  the  grass 
that  he  would  find  growing  there  luxuriantly, 
be  would  find  that  it  comes  out  without  ofier- 
ing  any  resistance.    That  proves  conclusively 
that  the  land  will  not  stand  grazing :  it  would 
work  out  in  a  very  short  time,  and  will  not 
cany  English  grass.     I  do  not  want  to  depre- 
ciate the  land,  but  I  want  to  show  that  great 
cure  should  be  exercised  in  purchasing  these 
Native  lands.    I  will  just  allude  to  a  subject 
which  has  been  mentioned  several  times — that 
is,  the  question  of  snagging  and  improving  the 
Wanganui  River.    I  had  the  pleasure  of  jour- 
neying up  that  river  in  a  small  steamer  with 
sevend  legal   luminaries  of  Wellington  City. 
We  went  up  fourteen  miles,  and  there  stuck 
on  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  these 
legal  luminaries  had  to  land  and  pull  "like 
grim  death"  for  an  hour  and  a  half.     We 
got  over  this  difficulty,  certainly,  after  a  time, 
and  travelled  another  four  or  five  miles  up  the 
river ;  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  that  river,  I 
should  say  that  no  traffic  will  ever  take  place 
which  will  repay  the  expenditure  now  being 
undertaken.    It  is  a  river  with  many  steep  cliffs 
and  a  number  of  tributaries;  and,  whenever 
there  are  floods,  boulders  will  fill  up  the  river 
again,  and  the  snagging  and  removing  of  rocks 
will  be  an    endless   proceeding,  and    almost 
Qselen,  unless    at  a  prohibitive    expense.    I 
think  it  has  been   already  pointed  out  that 
up  to  tho  present  time  the  bulk  of  the  freight 
for  the  railway-works  has  been  brought  from 
*To  Awamutu ;  and  I  think  that  is  tho  best  w^iy. 


I  think  it  is  certain  these  snagging  operations 
should  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  possible. 
There  is  one  point,  which  has  been  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki,  that  I 
should  also  like  to  dwell  upon.  Great  difficul- 
ties have  arisen  out  of  a  small  contract  in  the 
Wairarapa  District  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Public  Works  Department  makes  it  a  rule  to 
accept  the  lowest  tender.  The  result  has  been 
very  serious  indeed  in  the  district  near  Master- 
ton.  A  contract  was  let  in  that  neighbourhood 
for  £14,793  that  the  Engineer  estimated  would 
cost  £17,000.  The  result  has  been  that  thAt ' 
contract  has  cost  £14,000  more  than  the  En- 
gineer's estimate. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON. -No. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— Well,  £4,694  may  be  con- 
sidered new  works,  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  is  a  great 
deal  more. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— That  is  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  the  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  —  I  stated  at  the 
time  that  it  could  not  be  separated. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— If  that  is  the  cose,  and 
the  original  contractor  had  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  continue  the  work,  how  would  these 
additional  works  have  been  performed  ?  Would 
they  have  been  considered  as  extras  in  the 
contract?  If  that  is  the  case,  it  appears 
to  mo  that  the  contract  must  have  been 
very  loosely  arranged  in  the  first  instance.  I 
do  not  wish  to  find  fault  with  the  Public 
Works  Department,  as  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  a  great  many  worthy  men  in  that  depart- 
ment ;  but,  in  many  cases,  I  do  not  think  they 
exercise  proper  judgment  in  their  engineering 
surveys  arid  in  letting  contracts.  The  Waipoua 
Bridge  has  been  mentioned.  The  Engineers 
were  requested  to  reconsider  their  plans  for 
that  bridge  before  any  work  was  done.  They 
were  told  that  they  were  under-estimating  the 
amount  of  water  and  the  danger  from  floods 
in  that  river ;  but,  naturally,  tlicy  adhered  to 
their  own  plans.  The  result  has  been  very 
heavy  expenditure  for  reconstructing  the  bridge 
carried  away  by  flood.  At  the  present  time 
that  contract  has  resulted  in  three  petitions 
this  session  and  two  last  session,  asking  for 
compensation  for  losses  sustained  under  the 
contract  I  refer  to.  I  trust  that  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  will,  in  future,  if  it  is  in  his 
power,  see  that  contracts  are  let  to  men  who 
understand  well  what  they  are  doing,  and  that 
when  the  Engineer's  estimate  is  considerably 
over  the  lowest  tender,  tho  lowest  tender  should 
not,  without  further  consideration,  be  accepted. 
The  result,  in  the  case  I  have  referred  to,  is 
that  tho  tradesmen,  workmen,  and  minor  con- 
tractors have  lost  seriously,  and  in  many  cases 
they  have  lost  their  all.  I  shall  certainly  vote 
for  the  amendment:  not  with  the  vi^w  of  turn- 
ing out  the  Government,  but  because  I  beliovo 
it  is  quite  right  that  we  should  vote  money 
only  for  thoso  railway  -  lines  already  coui- 
menced,  so  that  we  can  carry  them  to  points 
where  they  will  be  reproductive. 

Mr.  BARRON. — The  honourable  member  for 
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Wairarapa  North  has  said  that  the  policy  of 
those  with  whom  he  is  allied  favoured  roads 
and  bridges,  wliile  the  policy  of  the  Govem- 
mont,  as  put  before  the  country  through  its 
Promicr,  discouraged  largo  votes  for  roods  and 
bridges.  But  the  honourable  member  need 
bn  under  no  misgiving  that  the  Premier  was 
in  earnest.  Why,  the  Public  Works  Statement 
makes  a  very  much  larger  provision  for  loan 
expenditure  upon  roads  and  bridges  than  was 
ever  made  before.  We  are  told  that  there  is 
£800,000  available  to  be  voted  as  the  House 
pleases  on  works  other  than  railways ;  Bills  have 
been  passed  for  loans  to  local  bodies ;  and  we 
are  now  only  asked  to  borrow  one  and  a  half 
millions  to  be  spent  according  to  the  schedule 
of  the  Loan  Bill.  There  are  many  purposes 
to  which  parts  of  that  loan  are  to  be  applied 
which  are  probably  not  even  such  good  pur- 
poses as  the  expenditure  of  borrowed  money  on 
roads  and  briilges  would  be,  objectionable  as  ' 
that  is.  ^Mauy  of  those  works  in  the  schedule 
cannot  be  defended  as  being  in  any  sense  even 
such  reproductive  works.  I  feel  that  it  is  almost 
necessary  that  honourable  members  should  ex- 
pect one  to  make  some  apology  for  attempting 
to  prolong  this  very  protracted  debate ;  but  I 
oflor  no  apolo^^y.  It  is  a  debate  upon  the 
great  question  of  the  day,  the  key  to  the 
policy  of  this  (rovornment,  and  to  the  policy 
of  past  Governments,  the  question  of  adding  to 
our  public  debt  and  annual  burdens  by  bor- 
rowing money  —  and  not  by  borrowing  money 
because  we  have  first  determined  that  cer- 
tain works  are  reproductive  works,  and  that 
the  money  can  profitably  bo  expended  upon 
them.  No.  The  first  question,  unfortunately, 
is.  Shall  wo  or  shall  wo  not  borrow  so  many 
millions?  By -and- by  we  can  consider  how 
these  millions  can  be  allocated,  or,  as  one 
honourable  member  has  said,  how  they  can 
bo  used  to  consolidate  votes  —  to  give  works 
for  <li-^tricts,  whether  those  works  can  bo  dc- 
fentU'd  or  not,  so  as  to  enable  the  Administra- 
tion to  retain  their  places.  We  have,  durins; 
this  debate,  had  many  remarkable  speeches, 
and  I  am  sure  honourable  members  will  a'^n?e 
with  me  that  the  Premier's  speech  last  night 
was  the  most  remarkable  in  the  debate,  and 
was  one  of  the  finest  efforts  he  ever  made  in 
any  debate.  I  could  not  help  thinking,  when 
tho  honourable  gentleman  was  speaking  in  im- 
passioned and  reproachful  tones  about  the  man- 
ner in  which  honourable  membei-s,  urtjed  by 
their  constituents,  pressed  on  tho  Government 
for  works  that  were  not  really  required,  and  as 
the  honourahlo  gentleman  referred  to  the 
pt)liey  he  would  like  to  give  efToct  to  and  con- 
trasted it  with  the  policy  that  he  was  forced 
to  give  effect  to,  reminding  us  of  his  past  uttor- 
ances  and  his  present  conduct,  as  lio  referred 
to  his  colleagues  —  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  tho  special  training  of  the  )ionourai>le 
gentleman  showovl  very  much  in  that  speech. 
Sir.  if  it  was  ever  my  ill-fortune  to  get  i'..to 
serious  trouble,  and  if  I  knew  that  1  was  gui".:v. 
I  could  desire  no  better  advocate  than  liie 
honiuu\^ble  gentleman  ;  but  if  I  was  eon^cior.s 
of  innocence  I  should  have  no  worse  avivv.vuie, 
J/r,  Barram 


because  his  advocacy  would  so  ovezshftdgr 
every  other  consideration  that  my  acqu^ 
tal  would  only  impress  upon  men's  minds  tkHj 
fact  that  it  was  the  advocacy  that  seconl! 
the  acquittal,  and  not  the  innocence  of  tkK 
person  defended.  The  hoiK>arable  gentlemaaii 
long  training  and  the  bent  of  his  mind  ensUtl 
him  to  find  good  and  sufficient  reasons  ast 
to  quote  arguments  for  any  position  on  anf < 
side  of  a  question — for  any  case  that  mav  b| 
put  in  his  hands  to  defend  he  will  make  an  Se- 
quent defence  and  adduce  apparently  good  aigo- 
ments.  I  have  no  doubt  he  could  even  dni 
arguments  to  show  that  loyal  and  consist«Bt 
service  to  both  God  and  Mammon  is  notatsft 
the  impossible  thing  that  old  writing  woaU 
lead  us  to  believe,  or  that  human  expeiienei 
has  proved  to  us  that  it  is.  And,  Sir,  what  vai- 
the  honourable  gi-ntleman's  speech,  as  it  wa» 
delivered,  and  apart  altogether  from  the  coo- 
eideration  that  it  was  a  piece  of  special  plead- 
ing ?  It  was  a  complaint  that  the  Hoihi 
persistently  refused  to  give  eflect  to  the  policy 
which  he  considers  to  be  the  best  for  the  wet 
fare  of  the  colony,  and  that  he  is  forced,  agaiiol 
his  will,  to  give  eftect  to  a  policy  which  fai» 
opini(  ns  made  him  condemn. 

Sir  U.  STOUT.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BARRON.— I  submit  that  that  is  a 
fair  summary  of  tho  speech  which  the  hononi- 
able  gentleman  delivered.  The  honoorabk 
gentleman  told  us  that  tho  time  was  coming 
when  borrowing  must  be  stopped  and  all 
expenditure  met  out  of  direct  and  indired 
taxation ;  but  he  complained  that  honourftbte 
members  would  not  face  that  —  that  they 
would  have  no  burdens  put  on  the  people; 
that  land  must  not  be  touched.  Sir,  what 
a  confession  to  make !  In  effect,  the  hononi- 
able  ^'entleman  says,  "  These  are  my  opinions; 
but  I  will  give  effect  to  yours,  although  tUey 
are  op})osed  to  mine,  because  otbenvi^  I 
cannot  retain  ofuce."  That  is  the  logical  dfr 
duction  from  the  honourable  member's  specdi. 
His  talents  and  enerj,'ies  are  always  conceo- 
tratcd  on  winning  his  case,  good  or  bad.  I 
should  not  care  to  presume  on  the  patience  of 
honourable  gentlemen  by  taking  up  many  d 
the  points  that  have  been  raised  in  the  debate, 
because  many  honourable  members  who  luiva 
spoken  have  referred  to  those  points,  thougjil 
contend  that  it  is  a  desirable  thing,  when  somf 
point-,  are  discovered  that  require  emphasiSi 
that  they  should  be  referred  to  once  again, 
and  perhaps  frequently;  because  it  is  only  by 
iteration  and  reiteration  that  we  can  hope  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  people  the  fact 
that  tho  whole  of  our  policy  is  going  in  a  wrong 
direction.  The  Premier's  condemnation  ol 
Kail  way  Boards  struck  me  as  being  one  point 
liiat,  aithough  previously  referred  to  by  tha 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  meriwd 
another  reference  again.  The  Premier  told 
us  that  if  we  were  to  part  with  our  function! 
to  such  Boards  it  would  mean  a  confessioi 
that  democracy  has  been  a  failure,  and  that 
reoresenuiiive  institutions  have  been  founi 
alio::other  unsuitable  for  tho  purposes  f« 
which  tiiey  were  devised.      In  that  I  agwe 
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inth  him.  He  told  us  that,  in  Melbourne, 
the  matter  was  brought  under  public  notioe, 
and  he  felt  so  strongly  on  it  that  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  papers  giving  his  own  views — 
which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  my  views — on 
the  pernicious  principle  being  brought  to  bear 
npon  the  representative  institutions  of  the 
comitzy;  and  when  I  heard  him  say  so  I 
lemembered  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  had  said,  and  'I  also  remembered 
what  had  been  said  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment in  former  times.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  regretted,  in  1884,  that,  owing  to  the 
late  period  of  the  session,  the  Government  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Bill  to  establish 
Boards  of  Management  for  the  railways  could 
sot  be  carried  through  that  session ;  and  he 
added, — 

"  Did  I  not  feel  convinced  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  House  were  determined  to  take 
this  course  [that  is,  carry  the  Bill]  at  the 
earliest  date  possible,  I  should  not  have  con- 
sented to  take  office.  ...  I  feel  bound  to 
state  these  opinions,  because  I  should  other- 
wise accept  a  false  position." 

And  there  he  sits.  The  Premier  reminds 
me  that  this  is  the  second  time  we  have 
heard  this.  I  say,  for  the  sake  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  public  men,  it  cannot'  be  heard 
too  often  ;  because  any  honourable  gentle- 
man who  is  content  to  accept  the  humiliating 
position  into  which  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  so  often  been  brought  through 
such  admissions,  cannot  have  what  he  has 
said  pointed  out  to  him  too  frequently.  Then, 
we  had  a  speech  from  the  Treasurer,  which 
contained  one  or  two  points  to  which  I  should 
like  to  refer.  The  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  as  being 
blameworthy  for  trying  tq  draw  him  out  as 
to  his  future  borrowing  policy,  saying  that  the 
honourable  raembor  for  Egmont  well  knew  that 
any  statement  in  that  direction  would  affect 
the  negotiation  of  future  loans.  Is  that  con- 
sistent with  the  Premier's  statement?  And, 
even  if  it  is  consistent,  is  it  right  ?  Is  it  honest 
and  straightforward  conduct  for  those  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  mterests  of  the  colony 
to  follow  ?  We  are  now  going  on  the  London 
market  to  raise  another  loan  ;  and,  by  impli- 
cation, wo  are  almost  misleading  those  who 
are  going  to  lend  us  the  money  by  hiding  from 
them  the  fact  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
if  we  are  to  give  effect  to  the  works  schedule 
in  this  lioan  Bill,  that  we  should  borrow  a 
great  deal  more  than  we  are  proposing  to  bor- 
row now.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  that  any  one  in  power  would  be  obliged 
to  ask  for  loans  to  carry  on  the  works  of  the 
colony.  Yes,  any  member  in  power,  if  being 
"in  power"  means  the  sacrifice  of  all  principle 
to  office.  Then,  we  had  one  of  the  Treasurer's 
characteristic  and  enthusiastic  references  ;  and 
I  will  just  take  occasion  to  say  that,  while  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  many  estimable  per- 
sonal qualities  which  I  like,  ho  has  invited 
cnticism,  which,  although  it  may  possibly  be  a 
very  disagreeable  thing  for  any  member  of  this 
House  to  bring  to  bear,  still,  in  the  interests 
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of  the  country,  it  is  right  that  we  should  bring 
it  to  bear  upon  any  honourable  gentleman  who 
occupies  the  position  he  does.  He  told  us  of 
the  great  quantity  of  gold  in  the  Clutha  Biver, 
and  how,  oy  diverting  the  current  of  the  river, 
we  might  get  unbounded  wealth.  Once  it  was 
the  South  Sea  Islands  trade  that  was  to  give  us 
unbounded  wealth.  He  once  spoke  as  hope- 
fully of  a  trade  with  the  Arafura  Sea.  Then^ 
we  were  to  get  enormous  wealth  out  of  beet- 
root sugar.  The  Fisheries  Act  was  pa.ssed  to 
foster  an  industry  that  we  were  told  was  pecu- 
liarly suitable  to  us,  and  that  was  to  oring 
about  great  prosperity.  Each  of  these  things 
was  to  bring  about  prosperity  very  similar  to 
the  prosperity  he  predicted  would  follow  from 
turning  the  Clutha  River.  Then,  throughout 
the  colony  he  preached  Protection  as  the  one 
panacea  for  all  our  evils.  Then,  there  was 
the  Meiggs  proposal,  by  which  the  colony 
was  to  be  saddled  with  a  charge  of  £97,06c> 
a  year;  and  that  was  defended  by  the  Trea- 
surer and  insisted  upon  as  being  necessary 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  It  has  been 
stated  as  an  objection  to  the  Treasurer  that  he 
is  not  a  permanent  resident — ^not  a  colonist. 
I  will,  however,  do  the  honourable  gentleman 
the  justice  to  assume  that,  so  long  as  we  retain 
him  in  the  position  that  he  now  occupies,  or 
in  some  similar  position,  he  will,  apparently,  be 
quite  willing  to  be  a  permanent  resident  in  the 
colony :  but  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  when  he  was  connected  with  the  affairs  of 
the  colony  before  he  did  not  remain  in  the 
colony  and  identify  himself  with  it  as  many  of 
us  have  done.  His  home  was  not  here;  the 
whole  of  his  interests  and  aspirations  were 
centered  elsewhere ;  and  when  he  occupied  an 
official  position  in  connection  with  the  colony 
in  England  the  knowledge  of  the  amount  of 
attention  which  he  gave  to  his  personal  inter- 
ests and  to  the  status  his  position  gave  him  is 
not  at  all  consistent  with  the  complaint  that 
he  now  makes,  that  had  he  devoted  the  twenty- 
five  years  which  he  says  he  has  spent  in  public 
life  to  furthering  his  own  affairs  ib  would  have 
been  better  for  him.  I  know  it  is  very  disagree- 
able to  say  these  things,  but  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony  it  is  necessary  that  this  should  bo 
said — in  the  interests  of  the  reputation  of  our 
public  men  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
said.  Besides,  a.s  we  have  seen,  the  honourable 
gentlemen  has  invited  criticism  of  this  kind. 
While  the  honourable  gentleman  was  occupy- 
ing a  position  of  trust  and  emolument  as  A^'ent- 
General  he  was  actively  engaged  also  in  fur- 
thering the  interests  of  the  New  Zealand 
Agricultural  Company,  and  he  had  a  very  large 
pecuniary  interest  in  that  company.  Is  that  at 
all  consistent  with  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  told  us  as  to  the  amount  of  his  self- 
sacriffce  in  publie  affairs,  and  the  neglect  of 
his  own  affairs?  Is  his  statement  consistent 
with  the  knowledge  we  have  oE  the  num- 
ber of  ventures  in  joint-stock  companies  and 
other  commercial  ventures  with  which  he 
has  been  associated,  and  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  numerous  as  they  are,  have  rarely 
been   a   success?     I  think   I   am  not  going 
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too  far  when  I  say  that  none  of  these  ven- 
tures has  heen  a  success.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  preferred  a  claim  for  some 
£6,000  or  £8,000  against  the  colony  for  services 
rendered  to  the  colony  in  connection  with  the 
disposal  of  loans  while  he  was  in  the  position  of 
Agent-General.  When  I  said  there  was  nothing 
in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  could  be 
said  to  have  succeeded,  I  forgot  this  fact :  He 
has  succeeded  in  retaining  office  long  after  he 
has  lost  the  confidence  of  the  majority.  I  did 
not  think  that  it  was  altogether  consistent  with 
what  we  well  know  has  characterized  his  public 
career  that  he  should  claim  for  himself  and  his 
Administration  the  closest  and  keenest  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  He 
said  his  thoughts  flowed  in  the  direction  of 
discovering  what  is  most  beneficial  to  human 
labour — the  broad  features  of  the  Government 
policy  all  ran  in  that  direction.  I  shall  not 
further  refer  to  that  statement.  Once,  many 
might  have  believed  it ;  but  now,  who  so  credu- 
lous ?  The  Bill  before  us  and  the  amendment 
might  have  emanated  the  one  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  other  from  the  Premier.  In 
all  the  speeches  which  the  Premier  delivered 
during  the  recess,  and,  in  fact,  during  the  whole 
of  his  political  career,  he  has  advocated  the 
moderate  policy  which  is  shadowed  forth  in 
this  amendment.  The  amendment  is  not  per- 
fect. There  is  very  little  of  it,  indeed,  which 
commends  itself  to  my  mind,  because  I  think  it 
might  have  stopped  short  at  reallocating  the 
moneys  which  it  intends  to  disturb  in  the  sche- 
dule. '  But  there  is  one  part  of  the  amendment 
which  commends  itself  to  me,  and  for  which  I 
should  vote,  even  if  coupled  with  more  objec- 
tionable features  than  those  which  surroimd  it, 
and  tliat  is  that  we  agree  to  provide  for  com- 
pleting or  carrying  to  working  points  unfinished 
railways  before  new  lines  are  commenced. 
That  should  have  been,  but  it  is  not,  indicated 
in  the  Bill.  The  Bill  would  not  require  any 
amendment  of  this  kind  had  it  been  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  speeches  of  the  Premier  in 
the  House  and  in  tlie  country,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  possibility  for  any  honourable 
member  finding  an  opportunity  of  so  attacking 
the  Loan  Bill  and  this  schedule.  Are  the  pur- 
poses for  which  we  are  asked  to  borrow  this 
money,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  loan  is 
to  be  raised,  such  as  prudent  men  could 
sanction  ?  And,  Sir — even  assuming  that  the 
purposes  are  such  as  we  could  sanction— can 
we  trust  the  Government  to  keep  faith  with 
Parliament,  and  strictly  to  follow  the  course 
they  now  lead  us  to  believe  they  will  take? 
I  have  referred  to  the  £800,000  which,  we  are 
told,  is  to  be  voted  as  the  House  pleases ; 
and,  as  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  says  one  thing  one  day  and 
another  day  says  another  thing  and  frequently 
gets  into  difficulties  in  many  things,  I  would 
Skc  to  refer  to  this  matter  again.  This  mythi- 
•cal  £800,01X)  which  is  to  be  voted  as  the  House 
pleases  is  treated  in  an  extraordinary  way  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement.  Some  words  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  the  House  in  Novem- 
ber, 1884,  will  best  illustrate  my  meaning. 
^fr.  Barron 


Referring  to  a  financial  operation  of  his  p^ 
decessor,  he  said,  "The  way  in  which  thai 
peas  were  put  under  the  thimbles,  those  tna^ 
funds  and  loans  from  Public  Works  Fund,  «m 
startling  in  its  intricacy."  Let  honoorablr 
members  refer  to  page  17  of  the  Pubhc  Wotki 
Statement  and  study  the  manipulations  thai, 
disclosed,  and  say  whether  this  jugglery,  po^ 
formed  without  any  real  pea  at  all,  is  Dot  t] 
greater  feat  of  artful  manipulation  than  thtj 
feat  of  the  honourable  member  for  EgrnQstj 
when  he  was  Treasurer,  and  which  fe&t  m 
challenged  the  admiration  of  Uie  present  TretJ 
surer.  Turning  to  the  schedule  of  the  Lottrj 
Bill,  I  find,  and  would  like  to  take  time  t^l 
indicate,  a  few  more  similar  feats ;  but  1  aa^^ 
afraid  if  I  attempted  to  do  so  I  should  prohsUfi 
encroach  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  As  tii 
the  railways  named  in  the  Bill,  I  will  only  reia] 
to  one  line  —  the  Blenheim-Tophouse— and  Ij 
select  that  just  to  give  an  illustration  of  vhstl^ 
mean  in  connection  with  the  schedule  to  thi 
Loan  Bill — that  is,  that  it  contains  many  wozb 
not  reproductive,  which  are  not  in  the  mesa- 
time  necessary,  and  which  could  very  well  ynai 
for  some  years.  This  line  from  Blenheim  ts 
Tophouse  is  part  of  the  system  which  is  to 
connect  the  South  Island  with  Cook  Stiait- 
that  is  to  say,  is  to  connect  the  whole  nil- 
way  system  of  the  South  with  Cook  Stnu|; 
which,  of  course,  is  to  connect  by  sea  wift 
Wellington :  but  this  connection  cancot  pos- 
sibly be  made  until  the  East  and  West  C<ait 
Railway  has  been  finished,  and  I  leave  it  to 
the  Government  to  say  whether  it  is  at  all 
likely  that  that  line  will  be  made  for  some 
years.  I  submit  that  to  put  such  a  line  ai 
that  on  the  Loan  Bill  is  altogether  premar 
ture ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  ask  ti» 
House  to  sanction  borrowing  money  for  that 
purpose  for  some  years  to  come.  I'only  refer 
to  that  as  one  of  the  many  allocations  which 
I  could  refer  to ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  weaiy 
the  House.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  com- 
pleting the  whole  of  the  railways  in  this  seh^ 
dule  ?  I  am  suro  that,  close  as  has  been  the 
attention  which  honourable  members  han 
given  to  this  subject,  none  of  them  could  gii* 
the  House  even  an  approximate  estimate  of 
how  much  this  Loan  Bill  is  committing  the 
colony  to.  In  the  absence  of  information  such 
as  the  Government  should  have  placed  befon 
us — information  which  would  have  shown  t» 
completely  the  proposals  which  they  are  now 
beginning  to  commit  the  colony  to — I  snhmii 
that,  even  if  honourable  members  had  made  up 
their  minds  that  borrowing  for  reprodnctiw 
works  was  desirable  and  proper — and  I  will  nol 
say  that  borrowing  for  reproductive  works  is 
an  undesirable  thing — but  even  so,  we  shoaM 
not  be  justified,  with  the  information  befon 
us  now,  in  committing  the  colony  to  an  in- 
definite expenditure  in  a  manner  such  at 
this  Bill  indicates.  The  Government  should, 
in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  to  the  House  and 
the  country,  have  brought  down  a  comple** 
and  authoritative  statement  of  the  probaljl* 
cost  of  the  whole  of  these  works  when  coffl- 
plcted.     We  know  how  these  railways  got  into 
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this  Bckedaie.      They  were  placed  there,  as 
one  hoDOUiable  member  said,  to  **  consolidate 
votes."   The  schedule  is  there  not  because  these 
lailways  are  such  as  it  is  most  desirable  for  the 
colony  to  undertake  and  to  construct  at  once 
—the  schedule  is  as  it  is  because  honourable 
members  trom  all  parts  of  the  oolony  have 
each  had  to  be  consulted,  not  as  to  what  rail- 
ways would  pay,  but  as  to  what  public  works 
they  would  like  provided  for  in  the  Loan  Bill. 
And  it  seems  to  be  necessary  to  consult  all 
parts  of  the  colony,  because  otherwise  I  pre- 
stone  that  if  any  particular  individual  work, 
separated  from  others,  was  brought  before  the 
House  on   its  merits  and   considered  on  its 
merits  it  would,  unless  a  really  desirable  and 
profitable  line,  have  no  chance  of  going  through 
with  as  much  ease  as  various  works  tied  to- 
gether are  passed  through  now.    There  is  an- 
other consequence  which  seems  to  threaten  us 
in  connection  with  this  Loan  Bill,  and  that  is, 
that  it  seems  to  be   utterly  inadequate  even 
for  its  own  purposes — ^namely,  for  the  plans  dis- 
«IoEed  in  the  Public  Works  Statement.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  if  he  will  be  so  good  as 
to  tell  US,  before  we  proceed  to  pass  this  Bill, 
whether  any  further  Loan  Bill  will  be  introduced 
hcfore  the  31st  March,  1888.    I  do  not  mean 
that  a  loan  will  not  be  raised,  because  that 
woold  not  be  all  that  I  would  like  him  to  say, 
iut  that  no  Loan  Bill  shall  be  introduced ; 
because  we  might  pass  a  Loan  Bill  without 
any  intention  of  raising  a  loan  before  the  81st 
March,  1888,  but  that  would  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  raise  a  large  sum  on  debentures  in 
anticipation  of  the  loan.    Will  the  honourable 
gentlemeji  allow  me  to  ask  him  this  quescion 
pointedly  and  distinctly?    I  pause  for  ar«ply. 
Well,  Sir,  Ministers  are  silent.      They  kiK>w 
that  they  are  probably  misleading  the  House 
in  this,  as  they  are  frequently  under  the  neces- 
j    sity  of  doing  in  other  matters,  when  they  say 
the  present  loan  is  to  cover  all  requirements 
for  two  years.     I  am  reminded  that  this  Go- 
I    vcmment  have  been  persistently  trying  to  place 
;    their  opponents  in  an  embarrassing  position 
;    with  their  constituents  in  opposing  their  loans, 
.   and  that  they  are  always  appealing  to  districts, 
to  the  districts  of  honourable  members,  and 
that  they  are  always  trying  to  adjust  ezpendi- 
tare  so  as  to  get  them  that  amount  of  solid 
support  which  every  Government,  I  am  sorry 
to  Bay,  appreciates  so  much,  but  which  this  Go- 
vernment seems  to  appreciate  more  thoroughly 
than  any   other  I   have  had  experience    of. 
^ow,  I  should  like,  before  going  further,  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House  this  fact  : 
that  the  moneys  that  we  have  borrowed  and 
«pent  on  railways,  compared  with  the  moneys 
'  that  have  been  borrowed  and  spent  on  railways 
in  other  colonies,  have  not  been  so  well  spent 
—that,  as  a  fact,  our  railway  system  does  not 
pay  that  proportion  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt  which  the  railways  constructed  in  other 
eolonies  do.    In  Yiotoria  the  railways  paid  in 
1884  all  the  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  colony 
except  £292,856. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  many  miles  ? 


Mr.  BARRON. — It  is  not  a  question  of  miles 
but  a  question  of  profit  that  is  yielded  by  the 
railways  in  proportion  to  the  interest  on  the 
debt  of  the  oolony. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  population  and  number 
of  miles  must  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  BARRON. — That,  of  course,  is  a  matter 
of  calculation  for  the  honourable  gentleman. 
If  he  finds  that  these  figures  are  not  warranted 
he  will  be  able  to  make  a  discovery  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  make.  I  was  careful,  before 
my  statement  as  to  the  figures,  to  see  that  they 
were  warranted,  and  how  far  they  were  valu- 
able for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  burden 
of  debt  on  this  colony,  and  the  interest  re- 
ceived from  reproductive  works,  with  the  bur- 
den of  debt  on  other  colonies,  and  the  amount 
received  from  railways  towards  paying  interest 
on  the  debt.  In  New  South  Wales  in  1884  the 
railways  paid  all  the  interest  on  the  debt  ex- 
cept £220,541.  In  Queensland  they  paid  all 
the  interest  on  the  debt  except  £444,837.  In 
New  Zealand  they  only  contributed  £406,140 
in  1884,  leaving  £1,293,624  of  interest  on  the 
public  debt  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  taxa- 
tion of  the  colony ;  and.  Sir,  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  Public  Works  Statement — page 
9-— our  own  contribution  was,  from  railways, 
only  £355,000.  This  year  they  yielded  from  a 
greater  mileage  only  £357,000  as  their  contri- 
bution towards  paying  interest  on  our  public 
debt,  which  debt  has  largely  increased  since 
1884. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  The  debt  is  not  only  for 
railways. 

Mr.  BARRON. — I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  not ; 
but  a  great  deal  of  our  public  debt  is  for  rail- 
ways, and  a  great  deal  has  been  incurred,  as  it 
is  now  the  purpose  to  incur  more  debt,  for  rail- 
ways and  other  purposes  that  will  never  contri- 
bute anything  towards  relieving  us  of  the  bur- 
den of  taxation.  Now  I  will  look  at  the  Otago 
Central.  I  know  very  well  that  I  am  open  to 
the  objection  that  I  am  begirming  to  go  away 
from  the  general  question  to  a  particular  one, 
which  concerns  my  own  district ;  but  I  take  the 
case  of  this  line  because  it  affords  a  good  illus- 
tration of  what  might  be  done  with  colonial 
works  if  they  were  treated  in  a  proper  way  and 
pushed  on  towards  paying  points.  This  railway 
was  authorized  in  1878.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers will  turn  up  the  public  works  proposals  for 
that  year  they  will  find  that  it  was  to  be  com- 
pleted to  Wanaka  Lake  in  1884.  It  is,  unfor- 
tunately, the  case  that  one  Goveriunent  after 
another  neglected  to  give  effect  to  what  was 
undoubtedly  the  will  of  the  House,  as  specified 
by  resolution  and  by  Act  of  Parliament,  until 
we  came  to  the  present  Government;  and 
they  promised  that  all  these  wrongs  should  be 
remedied,  and,  as  we  had  the  Premier  and 
other  members  from  our  provincial  district  in 
the  Ministry,  we  thought  that  probably,  at 
last,  we  should  be  able  to  find  that  justice 
dene  to  our  locality  which  we  were  entitled 
to  expect.  This  railway  was  to  be  pushed  on 
vigorously,  according  to  the  Statement  of  1884 ; 
but  the  vigorous  pushing -on  has  been  only 
in  words.    The    Otago  members  had  to  meet 
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together  to  urge  the  Qoveminent  to  redeem 
their  promises,  in  order  to  get  it  pushed  on  even 
with  apparent  vigour.  The  line  has  not  been 
pushed  on  even  since  then,  although  the  Oo- 
vemmont  promised  that  it  should  be  taken  in 
hand  >vith  that  vigour  that  we  had  a  right  to 
expect ;  and  this  session  we  had  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Government 
again,  and  again  the  Premier  acknowledged 
that  it  was  a  work  which,  even  as  a  colonial 
work,  had  considerable  claims  upon  the  depart* 
ment ;  and  he  promised — ^well,  Sir,  he  promised 
much  more  than  is  likely  to  be  performed  under 
the  schedule  to  this  Loan  Bill.  I  will  put  it 
as  mildly  as  that.  And  this  is  a  reproductive 
work — a  work  which  will  not  only  pay  directly 
by  traffio,  but  it  will  pay  the  colony  to  con- 
struct it  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  will 
give  largely- in  creased  value  to  the  Crown  land 
that  it  will  alTt  ct.  We  have  got  there  a  large 
aroa  of  Crown  land,  and  it  is  a  very  moderate 
computation  to  say  that  it  will  be  doubled  or 
trebled  in  value  by  the  con.struction  of  that 
line.  The  increased  value  will  more  than  re- 
coup to  the  Treasury  the  amount  which  will  be 
expanded  upon  it  in  order  to  construct  it  in 
accor.'rnee  with  the  original  proposals  affecting 
it.  TIkii,  Sir,  we  wore  told  in  It^Sl — I  am 
sorry  to  iiave  to  go  back  so  frequently  to  1884  ; 
but  I  rtJiUy  find  that  the  strongc.-»t  position 
that  we  can  take  up  in  the  way  of  showing 
that  tho  pn-^misos  of  the  Government  have  not 
been  fr.lnllcd  is  to  confront  them  with  those 
pK>mi<t  -«,  and  inquire  how  they  have  been  car- 
ried out  -I  say  we  were  told  in  1S.-4,  in  the 
Governor's  Speech,  that  works  in  progress  were 
to  be  proceedtd  with  more  vicert.>usiy,  it  not 
beinc  economical  to  construct  works  m  a  man- 
ner so  slow  and  frai^montary  as  to  postpone 
indotin lively  any  return  for  the  monev  expcniied. 
The  lilies  alreaviy  in  course  of  con  ^t  met  ion 
were  to  Iv  completed  to  pj.yini;  points  bvforo 
any  Tiew  work^  were  undertaken.  Ihat  lino  of 
pv^l.oy  >v.\s  not  quite  clearly  in»lieatcd  in  llio 
Govi.:ior's  S-vecn :  but  it  wa-?  eiearly  mdi- 
catto.  in  Mibj«er^utnt  statements  nia  ie  by  the 
Gv'Nerr.mer.t.  litre  I  wouli  ju^t  n  f..r  sh  ^rtly 
to  s'v.ie  ot  the  general  prv^mises  nia  i»^  to  us  bv 
tre  l'0\orr.n:e::t,  to  show  how  i\:r  ihev  have 
boil  U\  \ t\ \ '.  jd .  1  n  1  ^ ^ 4  w e  were  t o ivi  t r. at  the 
pre-ci't .  \:vii.l:tr.re  for  depart'-itntal  and  other 
e\'':.;<  ^  r  -.'iit  Im>  con<:.:<r.^.My  oontr.\et.\i» 
au\v'  \.  ^.-.'d  bv^.  The  pub'.ie  works  sto.t!  was 
so,\:  to  iv  n.uoh  lanjor  tliar.  v\.^  ntoossary 
f v> r  t  v^  t'  •  le  < i: Tv  rv: < i ou  of  1 1 : e  w : :  k  w i i ie h  t he 
Cv'' V 'ly  h  ui  in  ii.u.d.  anvi  n\inoi:  ^:'^  were  pro- 
mt-. sV  r-:,  S:»-.  m  tiie  n?sO  <  <!voelu-5  the 
C^'  *.  .\l  1'ri.a-:;  .r  0!  anwtcr.j  *  :.-.  cry  for  re- 
tTv !  /  Mijiit  .11,  ;.:e  pul  ie  ^^^.:o.  a^^  **  a  siiatii." 
No\N,  A  rttiirn  was  lo.vi  on  to.o  t.i'^le  of  trie 
llo\;<.  viiir'.r.g  the  rrxLVO'i:  session  \\::ioh  shows 
that  i   a:  e\-.'e:i.i  tun?  is  inervvisi!  .:  a:  a  n»..s; 


V  r.^:  .  ar  I  that  i; 


•1  ro»rt..'U- 
r   :  -e  avi- 


al.xr 

lar  y  >.'   i  v<'xo:a'  y  monrase  i   ui 

XVI' ;<t :,'.:. on   of  ;heso    ho:'..^ura'l.    j:  •.ticir.jn. 

T:ic    :'r\!::.r  sa>s  tha;   t..:s   e\;x:   l.tur^*   ha^ 

Kvti  ri!.vt-  •  ..il.v  ccr.;rao;ovi.  in  xvo.  ':  .  .iioe  ^^  ;;"o. 

the  TTorr..-.^  i'.von :  b.::  I   rv::r   r  ni   to   iha: 


s;a;or.ie* 


I   sli.^tild  like  lo  ste  r.w 


ezplain  the  figures  famished  by  the  Tieam] 
and  show  that  the  expenditure  has  been  dt 
creased. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yon  took  the  quinqiumii 
periods. 

Mr.  BABRON.— The  quinqueimial  pezio^ 
were  taken  because  that  formed  a  most  ooa 
plete  way  of  enabling  us  to  tell  how  the  e: 
penditure  was  growing.  When  the  motion  «3 
proposed  for  this  return  it  was  opposed  by  ti 
Government  as  being  altogether  unnecesssr 
and  one  which  would  be  exceedingly  expensiv 
The  quinquennial  periods  were  put  in  to  rendj 
it  more  easy  to  furnish,  less  expensive,  aa 
more  easily  understood  by  honourable  a 
hers.  We  were  told  that  the  property-tax  «i 
to  be  repealed,  and  a  moderate  land-tax  sal 
stituted,  deducting  improvements ;  azrd  the  ps 
ceeds  of  that  tax  were  to  be  localized.  Th 
statement  was  made  on  the  19th  August,  16B 
and  twelve  days  later  we  were  told  that 
change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation  muss  1 
left  over  until  nest  session.  Then,  again,  ( 
the  16th  September  we  were  told  that  the  pc 
perty-tax  ik  as  to  be  reduced  one-half,  and  thi 
the  remainder  was  only  temporarily  needed 
meet  the  cost  of  charitable  relief  and  hospitikli 
and  we  were  further  told  that  but  for  an  a 
derstanding  not  to  press  the  question  that  se 
sion,  the  total  abolition  of  the  propertj-ti 
would  have  been  proposed,  as  it  had  a  cmshiz 
effect  on  the  prcjrress  of  the  colony. 
An  Hon.  Mkmber. — Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  BAHRON.— No  doubt  it  has;  but  xf  1 
do  not  the  honourable  gentlemen  give  efft 
to  the  promises  which  were  very  clearly  k 

very  frequently  made  when  they  took 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Look  at  last  year's  Bill 
Mr.  BARRON.— Is  it  any  reply  to  me  to  sar 
that  the  House  would  not  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
posals which  the  honourable  gentleman  woui^ 
have  liked  to  give  ell.  ct  to?     His  position  is 
most  pceuiiar.    No — 1  will  not  say  '* peculiar,'* 
because  no  doubt   he  has  a  precedent  for  it ; 
but  his  p  ^ition  is  not  a  right  one.     The  policy 
of  a  Gcvir:.ri:nt  oueht  to  be  given  effect  to; 
and,  if  th»"  H  ~  .:se  will  not  give  effect  to  it,  then 
it  is  the  uiitv  of  th?  (roverument  to  give  place 
to   tliose   wlic^e   principles  are  in  accordance 
with  the  pr»  .ivinr.ant  opinion  of  the   Houf^. 
Then,  \\e  \^x-ro  r.^k-.i  to  assent  to  the  abolitiar. 
of :  he  S : '  k: !- .:  F  r :  d.    The  yearly  amount  ^i  tba 
J  Sr.kir^  r.i:.  :  rt!  r.<t.l.  it  was  said,  would  b* 
'  i*  X\''»  •».  uj  .-'''  w  i  'h  wo  could  borrow,  withous 
j  furt'icr  an..;:..  e.-.ir::cs  "than  at  present,"  an 
I  au-i:::rr/.l  sev.r.  and  a  hoilf  niiilion.s  for  public 
I  w.Tks.     r*. -i.  .  -,  we  were  told  large  mn.>>o«»  rf 
'  aocrucv;  ^li^.a:*:^  Fund  wire  to  be  x-t  f  rev  ilurlng 
t'.e  p. ->:--.  -f  cT.v.rsion.  to  be  aval!:.' le  for 
vull:^    w -ivA    Willi -ut    fiirri'.er    lK>rrov.iiig.    I 
w.^u..i  a^x  t:?i:.<ir.;l«:j  mcji'k'ers  to  pay  piTii- 
Ciller  ".::jn:;  ^  :.-•  t'te  words  "witb.out  lunh-^ 
•  a:in'JAl  e-v-.rj  -  :'.  ..n  at  present,"  tiun  c^^^.li  ^'y 
:h>»  «  .'  r  •*..   fr.^usiirer,  because,  aitiioui^b  tin 

y-. -    i    i.'vr.:-   w.»   were  t-o  reoiive  bv  tl.* 

aIv    *.  •:  ^:    iLe   .S.i.k.ng  Fund  have  genet* 

>v.  ,11    :   ,.    1  r.4   i>t   cf    broken   promises  or.r 

a:uiu'.1  Vu;l.r^  iiAVt  been  very  material'.v  it- 

■  jr..Jk<:  1  <.r.  r.:  iheu.     Then,  on  the  second  roi*I- 
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ing  of  tbe  Consolidated  Stock  Bill  a  few  weeks 
sobsequently,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said, — 

"  It  enables  us  to  do,  first,  without  extra  tax- 
ation, which  we  should  have  had  to  resort  to : 
it  enables  us  to  get  rid  of  half  the  property-tax, 
which  has  been  so  very  largely  the  means  of 
depressing  the  industries  of  the  colony,  and 
the  confidence  of  those  who  have  large  interests 
in  the  colony." 

How  foolishly  we  seem  to  have  been  led, 
-and  how  rapidly,  from  bad  to  worse  I  The 
property-tax  was  not  long  after  doubled,  and 
the  only  indication  of  any  attempt  to  get 
quit  of  it  is  the  proposed  reduction  this  year 
by  the  large  amount  of  one  -  sixteenth  of  a 
penny.  Then,  when  the  Government,  in  the 
year  I  have  named,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  a  Bill  to  enable  them  to  raise 
a  loan  of  £1,500,000,  the  House  was  told 
that  it  was,  first  of  all,  to  be  applied  towards 
replacing  the  amount  abstracted  —  mark  the 
word,  "abstracted" — from  the  Three-million 
Loan,  and  the  balance  wsbs,  of  course,  to  be 
available  for  public  works.  And  this  amount 
was  in  addition  to  the  quarter  of  a  million  to 
be  obtained  under  the  Inscribed  Stock  Act. 
We  find,  however,  that,  by  a  little  manipula- 
tion, to  which  I  have  already  referred,  the 
amount  which  had  been  abstracted  from  the 
Three-million  Loan,  and  which  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half,  has 
not  yet  been  replaced,  although  the  million 
and  a  half  has  been  borrowed  and  spent :  in- 
deed, the  amount  to  be  replaced  seems  to  have 
grown — we  know  not  why,  but,  at  all  events,  it 
has  grown  in  proportion  from  that  day  to  this. 
Then,  here  is  something  which,  I  find,  was 
almost  prophetic :  We  are  told  that  charging 
interest  on  capital  during  the  construction  of 
a  railway  was,  although  legitimate,  not  neces- 
sary, and  that  that  was  one  means  of  relieving 
taxation  at  present  left  unused.  The  Treasurer 
now,  evidently,  means  to  lay  hands  upon  and 
deprive  us  of  that  means  of  relieving  taxa- 
tion also,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  been  laid  before  us,  and 
which  at  that  time  had  been  entered  into  in 
connection  with  this  question  of  charging  in- 
terest on  loan  during  construction.  I  hope 
the  House  will  never  permit  this  colony  to 
adopt  such  a  pernicious  principle  as  charging 
interest  on  loan.  It  may  be  defended,  pos- 
sibly it  would  be  defended,  as  a  mere  matter 
of  account :  but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  account ; 
it  is  a  question  of  common  honesty.  Then,  we 
were  told  that  further  borrowing  was  to  be 
goided  by  increased  power  to  meet  the  annual 
-charges.  **  Depend  on  it,  we  have  the  right  to 
look  each  year  for  large  natural  increases  in 
tbe  revenue,"  said  the  Treasurer.  And  then, 
with  a  jast  estimate  of  those  whom  he  ad- 
-dressed,  he  promised  that  under  a  reinstated 
finance  and  diminished  expenditure  the  colony 
was  to  rouse  itself  from  apathy  **and  spring 
forward  with  leaps  and  bounds  of  progress." 
If  we  find  these  large  aimual  increases  in 
Tevenue  which  were  then  predicted,  and  in 
which  we  have  been  so  grievously  disappointed 
since,  have  not  taken  place,   then  wha^  be- 


comes of  this  proposal  to  borrow  in  proportion 
to  our  ability  to  bear  the  burden  of  borrowing  ? 
We  are  told  the  railways  must  be  carried  on. 
So  we  were  then,  in  words  to  which  no  one 
could  take  objection :  **  Railway  works  must  be 
carried  on  with  some  regard  to  obtaining  early 
returns  as  the  work  progresses,  in  the  interests 
of  economy,  prudence,  and  common-sense."  I 
invite  honourable  members  to  contrast  the 
theory  with  the  practice  of  the  Government.  I 
should  like  to  dwell  a  little  upon  the  thoughts 
which  these  promises  and  predictions  bring  to 
my  mind.  We  have  had  many  periods  of  de- 
pression, but,  I  believe,  none  so  deep  as  that 
in  which  the  colony  now  is.  Steadily  we  have 
had  the  depression  increasing  and  intensifying 
since  the  day  on  which  theso  memorable  words 
were  uttered.  They  were  uttered  by  one  who 
has  a  sanguine  and  hopeful  disposition — who, 
constitutionally,  takes  a  hopeful  view  of  things 
as  they  might  be,  rather  thoji  as  they  are; 
and  therefore  he  is  all  the  more  unsafe  to  be 
trusted  with  the  guidance  of  the  policy  of  a 
country  like  this.  I  fear  honourable  members 
may  think  that  I  am  speaking  too  long,  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  this  is  probably  one  of  the 
most  important  subjects  we  can  express  our 
views  upon.  I  have  long  ceased  to  hope  that 
the  ac  wion  of  any  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
House  may  bo  affected  by  debate.  I  have  had 
nine  sessions'  experience  in  the  House,  and 
have  never  yet  known  a  speech  affect  a  single 
vote.  Votes  depend  upon  other  considerations 
than  arguments,  unfortunately.  But  Hansard 
is  the  means  by  which  the  opinions  of  members 
can  reach  the  country ;  and  there  I  hope — and 
there  we  are  all  entitled  to  hope — that  we  may 
affect  opinions.  Through  that  means  we  reach 
ears  that  are  impartial  and  are  open  to  receive 
such  arguments  as  we  present  to  them  ;  people 
who  have  no  keen  and  intense  party  ties,  or 
feelings,  or  interests,  or  trammels,  and  are  able 
to  judge  of  us,  and  to  come  to  a  proper  conclu- 
sion upon  the  arguments  we  use.  Population 
and  public  works  have  not  gone  on  together. 
This  indiscriminate  borrowing,  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  the  country  is  not  increasing  as 
it  ought  to  do  in  population,  is  a  wrong  policy. 
The  last  census  shows  that  our  population  has 
not  increased  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect  it 
would  do ;  and  we  should  not  forget  that  fact, 
especially  as  increased  burdens  tend  to  drive 
population  away.  This  borrowing  for  works 
which  are  not  reproductive,  this  borrowing  of 
money  for  the  sake  of  consolidating  votes,  this 
borrowing  of  money  because  it  has  been  found 
V.  necessary  adjunct  of  party  government,  should 
le  stopped,  and  the  colony  should  rather  be 
•  ased  of  the  burdens  which  it  has  to  bear  than 
be  called  upon  to  take  upon  itself  additional 
burdens.  If  the  colony  were  willing  to  bear 
further  burdens,  and  we  were  increasing  our 
revenue  by  the  judicious  expenditure  of  bor- 
rowed money,  it  would  be  another  thing ;  but  I 
say  that  we  should  all  combine  together  and  try 
to  devise  some  means  for  lightening  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  so  that,  if  need  be,  we  may 
be  able  to  go  into  the  older  countries  of  the 
world  fmd  say  to  the  people  there,  "We  caa 
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offer  you  a  home  here ;  wo  can  hold  oat  to  jou 
attractions  ^hich  no  other  country  oau  offer; 
you  can  come  here  and  live  and  work  under 
conditions  most  favourable  to  life;  and  here 
you  shall  escape  the  burdens  of  taxation 
which  press  so  heavily  on  older  communities." 
That,  I  say,  would  be  the  policy  which  would 
indeed  bring  about  progress  in  this  colony.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  policy  of  indiscriminate 
borrowing  and  further  increasing  the  burdens 
of  the  people  can  only  result  in  plunging  us 
deeper  and  deeper  into  the  depths  into  which 
we  have  already  sunk  too  far.  I  have  probably 
said  enough  to  show  honourable  members  that 
I,  at  all  events,  would  prefer  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  to  the  Bill.  I  would  just  like  to 
add  that  to  me  it  appears  that  the  members 
of  the  Government  have  often  proved  since 
they  took  office,  oa  well  as  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  they  are  not  of  the  foolish 
kind  of  persons  who,  in  days  gone  by,  would 
cheerfully  have  gone  to  the  stake  for  the  sake 
of  principle. 

Mr.  FULTON. — It  must  have  been  very  un- 
pleasant indeed  to  the  Government  sitting  on 
those  benches  to  listen  to  the  speech  of  my 
honourable  friend  opposite.  It  is  right  that  he 
should  repeat  over  and  over  again  the  short- 
comings of  the  Government,  and  bring  back  to 
their  recollection  the  promises  they  made  in 
the  past ;  it  will  therefore  be  unnecessary  that 
I  should  follow  him  in  that  line.  I  feel, 
like  many  others,  that  they  have  abandoned 
every  shred  of  the  policy  with  which  they  came 
into  office.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  charged 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Egmont 
with  adopting  a  "wait  and  lie  down"  policy; 
but  I  would  ask,  what  policy  has  his  Govern- 
ment adopted  ?  A  '*  wait  and  bo  kicked  "  poUcy. 
Nobody  else  could  have  borne  the  degradation 
— ^I  can  call  it  by  no  other  term — which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  endured  last  session 
over  and  over  again,  when  their  proposals 
were  kicked  out  time  after  time.  And,  then, 
when  they  addressed  the  country  during  the 
recess,  what  do  we  find  ?  Nothing  but  a  wail 
—  shall  I  call  it  a  whine  ?  —  complaining  of 
the  resolution  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  carried  last  session  when  he 
moved  for  a  reduction  in  the  public  works 
estimates.  There  was  nothing  else  but,  '•  We 
should  have  been  very  happy  to  do  "  this  or  that 
"  if  only  the  House  had  allowed  us  to  carry  our 
estimates  as  we  brought  them  down ;  but  it 
insisted  on  reducing  them,  and  so  we  cannot 
do  it."  But  there  was  not  one  of  them  who 
stated  the  reason  why  they  still  continued, 
notwithstanding  their  defeats,  to  sit  on  those 
benches.  I  might  almost  quote  the  saying 
"they  were  infamous  but  contented."  My 
friend  the  member  for  Moeraki  has  said  that 
the  only  difference  between  the  two  parties  has 
been  that  these  gentlemen  now  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  are  not  on  the  Government 
benches.  It  has  been  said  by  many  speakers 
before  him  that  the  reason  why  they  are  not 
on  those  benches  is  that  the  gentlemen  now 
occupying  them  have  been  quite  willing  to 
4Vcoept  every  proposal  that  came  from  this 
Mr.  Barron 


side  of  the  House  so  long  as  they 
the  Treasury  seats.  Well,  I  am  glad  to 
that  at  last  we  have  the  Premier  setting 
what  is  really  to  be  the  policy  of  the  <jt 
vemment.  I  would  just  remind  the  Housed 
the  extraordinazy  scene  we  witnessed  last  ysM 
when  these  same  proposals  of  the  hoDounH 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  came  before  iSk 
House,  when  it  was  impossible  for  my  hoaoo 
able  friends  on  the  left  to  know  which  vii 
the  Government — ^when  the  Minister  for  VvUBt 
Works  was  saying  one  thing  and  the  PxeauM 
was  saying  another,  and  we  did  not  know  whos 
to  accept  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Goveoi^ 
ment.  But,  if  they  were  disunited  then,  soi^ 
they  might  have  gathered  their  forces  togetheci 
during  the  recess,  and  have  become  a  lildij 
more  united.  Did  they  do  so?  No.  THofi 
went  about  the  country.  Sir,  saying  first  oav 
thing  and  then  another ;  and  afterwards  cati 
gontleman  would  have  to  explain  what  thi! 
other  m«ant  and  what  he  said.  One  hoiusff^ 
able  gentleman  has  compared  the  ttvo  NAfiiw; 
administrations,  and  the  difference  betweoi! 
them;  but  the  honourable  member  for  Baogi' 
tikei  has  exactly  put  before  the  House  whst,  I 
feel,  is  the  real  position  of  things— that  had  ft 
not  been  for  the  firm  stand  taken  up  by  tte 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  it  vtrnU 
never  have  been  possible  for  the  hooooisfab 
member  for  Wanganui  to  have  carried  out  hit 
present  Native  policy.  I  fear  he  is  reveztii^ 
to  that  pernicious  practice  which  was  so  com- 
mon of  old,  of  making  promises  to  the  Kativev 
which  will  lead  him  into  difficulties,  and  pR>- 
mising  things,  moreover,  which,  I  beheie» 
he  will  not  very  easily  be  able  to  perfoniL 
Notice  was  taken  by  the  Premier  and  othea 
about  the  question  raised  by  my  hoaooisblft 
friend  in  regard  to  buying  Native  lands  t» 
a  large  amount  by  commission.  I  did  notict 
that  clever  advocate,  how  cleverly  he  afoided 
the  gravamen  of  the  charge  made  bj  tba 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  which  vii 
that  that  method  of  land-purchasing  was  en- 
tirely illegal — contrary  to  law.  Well,  we  haw 
now  got  from  the  Premier  a  statement  of  what 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be,  and  I 
was  glad  to  hear  the  leader  of  the  Opp(»itioB 
saying  plainly,  **  If  he  will  only  stick  to  thoBe 
principles  the  Government  will  have  the  fol- 
lowing of  two-thirds  of  the  House."  Bnt  will 
he  have  the  following  of  the  Treasurer?  I*® 
afraid  not.  I  am  glad  he  has  at  last  realiza^ 
what  the  coimtry  is  wanting,  what  member* 
have  been  asking  for.  They  were  williog  to 
take  **  Vogel  with  the  brake  on  "  at  one  tiinc; 
but  the  Premier  has  never  taken  the  positisa 
which  is  demanded  of  him ;  and  I  hope  the 
ability  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  not  be 
too  much  for  him  yet,  and  so  prevent  him  fn>® 
putting  on  that  brake  as  he  ought  to  do;  er 
that  the  views  held  in  common  with  the  Trea^ 
surer  by  other  members  of  the  Ministry  will  n<* 
induce  the  Premier  to  carry  out  principles  whicb 
he  does  not  believe  in,  and  refuse  to  cair;  oa^ 
principles  which  he  does  believe  in,  siisplf 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  those  gentlem^ 
in  office.    We  had  one  speech  from  an  honoiff* 
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ible  member  who  refoTed  to  ten  years  ago, 
Aid  who  gave  us  what  the  member  for  Waito- 
ara  thought  of  the  Treasurer  then.    He  might 
lave  remembered  that  my  friend  has  had  ten 
'ears'  bitter  experience,   and   has   had  good 
oason,  like  a  wise  man,  to  change  his  mind.    I 
iiink  I  may  say,  not  only  for  him,  but  for  many 
»ther  members  in  this  House,  whatever  their 
io|>e8  were  at  that  time  as  to  the  extraordinary 
Komises   made    by    that   honourable   gentle- 
man, they,  too,  will  have  felt  disappointed, 
md  they,  too,  will  have  changed  their  minds 
biready,  and  are  prepared  to  change  their  votes. 
L  do  not  feel  it  is  right  at  this  time  of  the 
tiight  to  continue  speaking ;  but  I  am  not  one 
irho  cares  to  speak  to  the  gallery :  yet  I  could 
not  allow  the  debate  to  pass  without  saying  a 
irord  or  two  as  to  my  reasons  for  voting  in  the 
iray  I  intend  to  do.    I  believe  it  is  essential 
(hat  the  proposal  to  carry  railways  to  a  paying 
point  should    be    confirmed.    I   quite  expect 
that  we  shall  be  defeated,  even  though  this 
motion  is  one  confirming  a  Government  pro- 
posal ;  because  it  is  nothing  new  to  find  the 
present  Government  voting  against  proposals 
they  have  made  in  the  past.    I  confess  I  should 
like  to  see  something  further  done  than  re- 
daction in  the  amount  to  be  voted.    I  admit 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  stop  further  borrowing 
St  once;  but  my  constituents  thought,  when 
they  begged  of  me  to  see  that  no  further  bar- 
dens  were  placed  on  them,  that  no  more  bor- 
rowing would   be  indulged  in.     But   when  I 
look  round  upon  Ministers,  and  also  upon  this 
House,  and  see  the  people  who  talk  so  easily 
and  freely  about  borrowing  and  undertaking  this 
expenditure  and  that,  I  wonder  whether  the 
gentlemen  here,  living  in  comfort  and  drawing 
liieir  salaries  regularly,  know  anything  about 
the  load  of  debt  and  taxation  under  which  the 
people  down  South  are  staggering,  under  the 
present   unfavourable    circumstances    of    the 
colony  as  to  the  prices  of  produce.      I  only 
refer  to  this  for  the  purpose  of  accentuating 
what  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  my  opinions  as 
10  borrowing.    The  member  for  Moeraki  ac- 
ca.«^  me  of  having,  as  one  of  a  Commission 
appointed  some  years  ago,  sent  in  a  milk-and- 
wator  report  with  regard   to  the  proposal  to 
construct  a  railway  along  the  East  Coast  to 
Bionheim.    That    report,   carefully  compiled, 
u  it  was,  with   a  great  deal   of  information 
wpplied  to  us   by  gentlemen  in  the   Public 
Works    Department,    showed    that    to    have 
carried  any  railway  there  would  only  be  com- 
IKiting  with    steamer    traffic   at    a    loss,   and 
could  not  be  done  satisfactorily.    That  report 
meant  economy.     My  vote  will  still  be  in  the 
«ame  direction,  and  my  opinions  are  unchanged 
<rom  what  they  were  then.     I  should  like  to 
M«  the  Premier,  Lf  h.j  still  remains  in  that 
position,  or  whoever  takes  his  place,  adhere  to 
tiie  proposal  he  made  yesterday,  and  say  that 
within  two  or  three,  or  at  any  rate  a  few  years, 
we  must  "  edge  off "    our  borrowing,  if  not 
cease  it  altogether,  because  I  believe  we  can- 
not go  on  much  longer  without  imposing  such 
taxation  on  the  colony  and  putting  such  bur- 


dens on  the  people  that  we  shall  not  only 
prevent  others" from  coming  here,  but  we  shall 
arive  those  who  are  here  away.  That  is  a 
thing  which,  I  believe,  we  have  begun  to  do 
already.  I  sbdmit  that  the  honourable  gentle-. 
men  on  those  benches  have  had  a  hard  time 
to  deal  with  —  a  period  of  depression  which 
is  perhaps  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
colony;  but  they  should  not  make  so  many 
promises,  and  have  to  break  every  one  of  them. 
Will  the  Premier  stand  to  what  he  said  last 
night  ?  Let  him  say  that  he  will  insist  upon 
it  that  we  shall  not  have  this  extravagance 
which  we  have  had  in  the  past,  and  it  does  not 
matter  to  me  who  sit  on  those  benches,  so  long 
as  the  colony  progresses  satisfactorily,  and  does 
not  go  so  fast  ahead  as  to  come  to  serious  losB 
and  trouble.  My  vote  will  be  given  in  favour 
of  the  amendment,  and  in  Committee  I  shall 
endeavour  to  go  further  and  have  some  of  the 
items  reduced. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Before  you  put  the  ques- 
tion. Sir,  I  wish  to  say  half  a  dozen  words.  I 
simply  wish  to  protest  against  that  which  has 
been  repeated  by  one  speaker  after  the  other, 
that  if  the  statement  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment had  been  adhered  to  there  would  have- 
been  no  occasion  for  this  amendment — ^namely, 
that  paying  lines  only  should  be  proceeded 
with.  I  maintain  that  the  Tophouse-Blenheim 
line  is  a  piece  of  the  main  trunk  line  of  the- 
South  Island.  We  have  been  told  over  and 
over  again  that  honourable  members  would 
oppose  all  new  works,  and  that  no  more  bor- 
rowing should  take  place,  and  that  only  work» 
in  hand  should  be  finished.  I  maintain  that  I 
should  not  be  doing  right  to  those  who  sent  me- 
here  if  I  were  not  to  raise  my  voice  against 
tiiat.  When  the  public  works  policy  was  ini- 
tiated in  1870  these  words  were  used,  and  on 
these  the  whole  policy  is  based : — 

**  A  colonizing  scheme  to  aid  which  thfr 
credit  of  the  whole  colony  was  pledged  would 
be  looked  upon  as  a  gross  injustice  if  it  did  noir 
provide  for  the  due  consideration  of  every  pro- 
vince. That  is  why  we  must  pledge  ourselves 
to  a  large  scheme  if  we  wish  to  do  justice  to 
all." 

We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again  that 
the  Otago  Central  should  be  finished.  That  is 
a  work  which  was  commenced  long  after  the 
main  trunk  line  was  decided  upon,  long  after 
that  portion  from  Picton  to  Blenheim  had  been 
commenced — which  is  the  only  commencement 
of  the  main  trunk  line  at  that  end  of  tlie 
Island.  We  are  told  that  no  linos  should  be 
made  but  those  that  will  pay.  But  the  ques- 
tion of  what  will  pay  is  one  that  lies  in  the 
future.  I  would  only  refer  to  that  lino  to 
which  I  referred  the  other  day — I  think  it  is 
called  the  Newmarket-Helensvillo  Railway — 
which  it  was  said  would  never  pay  for  grease 
for  its  axles ;  and  yet  it  is  one  of  the  best- paying 
lines  in  the  colony.  The  Otago  Central  line,  it 
is  said,  will  pay ;  but  if  we  take  the  report  of 
the  Commission  for  it,  that  tells  us  it  will  not 
pay ;  and  if  we  look  at  the  plans  in  the  lobby  we 
must  conclude  that  there  is  very  little  chance 
of  its  paying,  because  it  appears  that  the  ooun- 
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try  is  entirely  destroyed  by  rabbits.  But  I 
simply  wont  to  protest  against  what  has  been 
said  by  so  many — that  we  ought  only  to  proceed 
with  the  Otago  Central  line  and  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line.  The  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  said  that  they  had  urged  and 
urged  to  have  their  line  pushed  on,  and  that 
«ven  now  they  had  not  got  what  they  ought  to 
have.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that 
they  brought  pressure  upon  the  Government  to 
have  that  line  begun  ;  and,  having  by  illegiti- 
mate pressure  got  the  line  begun,  they  now 
urge  that  it  should  bo  finislied,  and  that  those 
lines  that  were  incliulod  in  the  public  works 
scheme  should  not  even  be  commenced.  That 
lino  was  not  included  in  the  policy  of  1870. 
That  policy  was  for  a  main  trunk  line  of  rail- 
way from  Invercargill  to  Cook  Strait;  but, 
through  illegitimate  pressure,  that  line  h&s 
been  begun,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  now  says  we  ought  not  to  borrow- 
more  or  lay  fresh  burdens  upon  the  colony  for 
new  works.  My  honourable  friend  seems  to 
agree  with  that.  If  he  does  agree  with  it,  I  trust 
he  will  abstain  from  following  out  the  course 
he  has  threatened  to  adopt  of  voting  only  for 
increased  supplies  for  the  Otago  Central,  and 
taking  away  Itgitimate  expenditure  from  that 
portion  of  the  main  line  which  is  not  com- 
pleted. The  part  of  the  colony  from  which  I 
come  has  received,  during  the  ten  years  of  the 
public  works  policy,  only  twenty  miles  of  rail- 
way ;  and  are  we  now  to  be  loft  cut  in  the  cold 
simply  that  lines  may  be  completed  that  were 
not  in  the  original  schciue?  That  is  all  I  have 
to  say.  Many  remarks  have  been  made  by 
various  spenktrs  on  the  other  side  which  are 
open  to  critioi<!n,  winch  woro  ungenerous, 
and  whi.^h  i\K\h\  easily  be  ronibated  :  but  at 
this  late  hour  of  ilie  uiorr.inj:  I  do  not  int-.nd 
to  answer  >uiy  of  ihtm.  But  I  will  add  this: 
tliat  the  late  Government  have  (kowe  the  very 
thing  which  they  accu>e  this  Government  of 
intending  to  do— namely,  to  seize  the  money  for 
other  works  than  those  named  in  the  schedule. 
The  late  Govirnment  expressed  themselves  as 
quite  willing  to  uii<appropri;\te  the  money  bor- 
rowed in  l^S'2.  Th;U  (.lovonuucnt  informed 
the  Canterbury  meml>or^.  by  lett<r.  tiiat  they 
were  quite  williui;  to  use  tb.e  £1K\<HX^  borrow e^i 
and  scheduled  for  the  contiuuation  of  the 
main  trunk  line  nortlnvar>.is  to  any  pv.rpo>e 
rar'iameut  m-ght  ucoide,  althinii^h  the  then 
Pn^mier,  the  iionoun\bIe  menilH.'r  for  Kgmont. 
had  stated  to  me,  as  well  as  publicly,  that 
the  Government  wou'.d  on  no  account  con- 
sent to  such  diversion.  Sir.  out  c>f  th.at  Kxin, 
money  was  schcd'.i'.ed  for  tlie  >^elson  District, 
but  it  was  s}V!:t  elsoNxlicre,  In  this  loan 
nothing  is  set  down  for  Nelson,  \Vi;at  docs 
that  mean  :^  It  nu\\ns  that  my  Cvnistitueuts 
an.*  to  Ihj  taxtNi  that  otlu  r  di>triots  may  prosixr. 
The  honoun\bie  memlvr  stAted  here  t^^ii^l.t 
tliat  Kelson  is  ivx>  weak  —  they  neovl  Rv^: 
mind  her.  Sir,  I  will  vote  against  this  Bill, 
and  my  const  it  uent^>  will  aiixiv  with  my  doing 
so.  They  will  asiroo  with  me  that  it  is  un;i:<: 
and  unfair  to  raise  K\«\n  after  Kwn,  which  is  to 
be  spent  m  other  part*  of  the  colony,  and  to 


compel  tliem  to  be  heavily  taxed,  while  they  do 
not  in  any  degree  participate  in  the  advsntKgei 
that  are  to  be  derived  from  such  ezpenditaie. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "Ubit 
the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  t^e  question." 


Ayes,  30. 

Cadman             Lcvcstam 

Stout 

Duncan              McKenzie, 

J.     Taylor 

Fitzherbert        McMillan 

ThompeoD,  T. 

Fraser                 Reese 

Tole 

Gore                    Reid 

Tumbull 

Guinness            Richardson,  E.  Vogel 

Hatch                  Ross 

Walker. 

Holmes               Samuel 

TtVm. 

Ivess                    Seddon 

Be  van 

Lance                 Smith 

O'Callaghan. 

Lamach 

Noes,  17. 

Atkinson            Hamlin 

Newman 

Bruce                  Hirst,  H. 

Rolleston 

Buchanan          Hobbs 

Trimble. 

Buckland.W.F.Lake 

TeJkn. 

ConoUy               Macarthur 

Richardscm,G. 

Fulton                Montgomery      Wilson. 

Paibs 

For. 

Agak^ 

Allwright 

Fisher 

Baliance 

Peacock 

B.-Bradshaw 

Mitchelson 

Brown 

Hislop 

Coster 

Hurst.  W.  J. 

Cowan 

Ormond 

Dargaville 

Dodson 

(.iairick 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Grace 

Whyte 

Hni-sthouse 

Brvce 

Joyce 

Pvke 

I^ocke 

Grey 

Macandrow 

Johnston 

Mtntcata 

Barron 

O'L'ouor 

Moss 

Parata 

Mackenzie,  M. 

l^earson 

Fergus 

Ptre 

Buckland,J.C. 

IWid 

Beetham 

Steward,  \V.  J. 

Moat 

Stewart.  V,'.  D. 

Wakefield. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Amendment  lost,  and  Bill    read  a  second 
time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  am. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHT  IN  TRAINS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Coloni&l  Secretary,  If  the  Government  will 
bake  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  lighting 
railway  trains  which  run  at  night  over  con- 
siderable distances  with  the  electric  light,  in 
Bubstitntion  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  mode 
of  lighting  railway  carriages,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  practice  on  some  Englisli  railways? 
He  desired  to  explain  that  he  made  this  inquiry 
in  consequence  of  having  observed  in  a  recent 
pablication  a  report  on  this  subject  from  a 
certain  civil  engineer.  It  was  a  fact  that  the 
fkractico  of  lighting  railway  carriages  by  means 
of  electricity  was  gaining  ground  at  Home. 
Por  some  years  past  the  carriages  on  some  of 
the  English  lines  had  been  lighted  by  electricity 
produced  by  a  gas-engine.  This  iiicthod  had 
been  found  to  be  both  expensive  and  trouble- 
some ;  and  recently  the  electric  engineer  on 
the  Brighton  Railway,  with  the  assistance 
of  another  engineer,  had  devised  means  for 
utilizing  the  motive-power  which  propelled  the 
train  to  furnish  the  electric  light.  Honourable 
gentlemen  who  were  accustomed  to  travel  in 
tailway  carriages  in  this  colony  need  not  be 
ceminded  of  the  defective  character  of  the 
lights  used,  which,  indeed,  were  injurious  to  the 
eyesight.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  attention 
of  the  Government  had  been  drawn  to  the  dis- 
covery in  question;  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
would  take  steps  with  a  view  to  its  application 
to  the  railvpay  carriages  in  this  countrj'. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  his  honour- 
able  friend  had  been  good  enough  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  subject  yesterday,  and  he 
therefore  at  once  spoke  to  the  ^Manager  of  Rail- 
ways, so  that  no  time  should  bo  lost  in  obtain- 
ing the  required  information.  The  Manager 
informed  him  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
expense.  Ho  believed  the  machines  required 
would  weigh  at  least  two  tons.  But,  seeing  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  he  was  making  fur- 
ther inquiries,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a 
cheaper  and  lighter  machine.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  matter  was  receiving  the  best  attention 
of  the  department. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— In  proposing  the 
motion  standing  in  my  name,  I  wish  to  say 
that,  with  tho  exception  of  the  nomination  of 
one  of  the  proposed  new  Managers,  the  course 
recommended  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  perfectly 
constitutional  one.  I  mention  the  name  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  who,  if  I  mistake  not, 
was  one  of  those  who  voted  with  tho  minority  ; 
therefore  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  some 
one  in  his  place.  However,  I  will  leave  that  to 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds. 

The  Hon-  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  it  is  quite 
nsoal,  if  the  Managers  disagree  on  the  first 
Conference,  to  appoint  a  second,  and  even  a 
third.  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  lose 
this  vezy  important  Bill,  and  I  am  anxious  to 
Me  if  some  compromise  cannot  be  come  to 
between  the  two  Houses.  With  regard  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  I  wa«  under  the  impression 
that  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted  with  the 


majority.  If  he  voted  for  the  clause  as  it 
originally  stood,  then  it  will  be  incompetent 
for  him  to  be  one  of  the  Managers.  I  think 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  this  motion  being 
agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
a  second  Free  Conference  be  requested  with 
the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the  Local 
Bodies*  Loans  Bill  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  Council  in  clause  88,  with  which 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  disagreed  ; 
and  that  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
^liller,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  be  the  Man- 
ELgers  of  such  Conference  on  behalf  of  this 
Council;  and  that  the  Conference  meet  on 
Thursday,  tho  29th  day  of  July,  at  twelve 
o'clock  noon,  in  the  Joint  Committee  room." — 
(Hon.  Mr.  WUs(m,) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER. — I  desire  to  move 
an  amendment.  The  course  that  has  now  been 
proposed  to  be  taken  may  be  quite  constitu- 
tional, as  has  been  said;  but  I  think  it  is 
one  that  the  Council  ought  to  reflect  seriously 
upon  before  adopting.  In  the  present  case  the 
majority,  I  believe,  supporting  the  opinions 
drawn  up  by  the  Managers  of  tho  first  Confer- 
ence was  26  to  10,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  a 
logical  course  now  to  ask  the  Council  to  appoint 
fresh  Managers.  The  reasons  drawn  up  by 
the  first  Managers  were,  to  my  mind,  quite 
conclusive,  and  could  not  have  been  drawn  up 
better.  I  do  not  think  that  the  course  now  re- 
commended to  the  Council  has  been  frequently 
adopted,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  bo 
resorted  to  except  in  the  very  rarest  cases. 
The  result  of  such  a  course,  it  appears  to  me, 
would  be  to  make  the  Managers  appointed  by 
tho  Council  in  future  remiss  and  negligent  in 
carrying  out  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  be- 
cause, if  the  practice  obtained  of  appointing 
fresh  Managers  merely  because  a  difference  ex- 
isted between  the  Houses,  the  first  Managers 
might  not  care  very  much  what  they  did  ;  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  to  a  certain  extent, 
that  it  is  an  ungracious  thing  that  the  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  who  represent  tho  mind  of  the  Council,  in 
this  matter  should  bo  supplanted  by  others 
who  could  not  do  better  than,  and  most  likely 
not  so  well  as,  they  did.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  move,  That  the  names  of  the  former 
Managers  be  inserted  in  place  of  those  specified 
in  the  motion — namely,  the  names  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes. 

The  Hon.  3Hr.  ROBINSON.— I  quite  agree 
with  what  has  fallen  from  my  honourable 
friend.  The  only  reason  I  can  see  for  appoint- 
ing fresh  Managers  is  for  tho  purpose  of  their 
agreeing  with  the  other  House — there  can  be 
no  other  argument  in  favour  of  changing  the 
Managers  but  that  one.  My  honourable  Iriend 
Mr.  Reynolds  must  have  been  very  much 
astray  when  he  included  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 
in  the  new  Managers,  as  ho  voted  on  this  sub- 
ject in  quite  a  different  way  from  that  which 
would  entitle  him  to  be  included. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  wish  to  Bay 
that,  in  making  this  motion,  there  is  no  inten- 
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IPO  have  azrived.  I  naturally  anticipated  that 
^ihe  Hon.  Six  Frederick  Whitaker  would  have 
ocmolnded  his  remarks  by  adopting  the  time- 
honoured  method  of  waiving  a  question  — 
iftKmelj,  moving  "  the  previous  question  ; "  but, 
afl  he  has  not  done  so,  I  will  move  "  the  pre- 
irioizs  question,"  which,  I  think,  will  be  the 
SBO0t  satisfactory  way  of  disposing  of  this  dif- 
^nliy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Sir,  it  has  been 
stated  that  the  Bill  is  in  this  Council,  and  that, 
consequently,  it  is  for  us  to  ask  for  a  Confer- 
ence. I  think,  myself,  the  Bill  ought  to  be  in 
the  other  House. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  meaning  of 
this  resolution  is  simply  this :  The  amendment 
which  was  made  in  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans 
3illwas  carried  in  opposition  to  the  Govem- 
mant,  and  was  sustained  by  a  large  majority 
«f  the  Legislative  Council.  A  Conference  was 
appointed,  and  the  Managers  were  instructed  to 
maintain  the  views  of  the  Council  before  that 
Conference,  and,  doing  so,  they  were  unable  to 
come  to  any  agreement  with  the  Managers  for 
tiie  other  House.  We  are  now  asked  by  the  Go- 
venmient  to  agree  to  this  resolution.  To  agree 
to  it  would  simply  be  to  admit  that  the  Council 
wavered  iu  the  views  it  had  held  upon  the 
question  upon  which  the  Conference  was  held, 
said  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  a  change 
of  opinion  taking  place.  There  is  no  corre- 
spooi^diiig  echo — there  is  no  desire  on  the  part 
«f  the  other  House  for  a  second  Conference ; 
therefore  it  is  for  the  Council  to  say  whether 
a  second  Conference  should  be  appointed.  I 
eaa  only  express  my  hope  that  the  Council  will 
maintain  the  position  that  it  has  taken  up  on 
ibe  Bill.  Probably  no  measure  of  greater  con- 
sequence than  this  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill 
has  been  brought  forward  in  this  Assembly. 
There  is  another  Bill  which  has  to  be  read  with 
this,  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Bill — the  one  depends  on  the  other — and  of 
tiie  two  the  one  which  is  now  in  question  is, 
imqaestionably,  of  more  importance  than  the 
ether.  The  question  is  not  a  question  of  to- 
day or  to-morrow,  but  of  loans  extending  over 
long  periods  of  years.  The  question  of  using 
trust  funds  for  tibe  purpose  of  satisfying  these 
loans  is  one  which  ought  not  to  be  regarded 
lightly.  The  principle  that  has  guided  us  in 
the  past  is  that  the  majority  shall  rule  :  it  is  a 
just  principle  and  a  democratic  principle,  and 
on  what  grounds  that  principle  is  to  be  for- 
■aken  I  cannot  see.  Seeing  that  the  views  of 
the  Government  and  the  views  of  a  majority 
of  the  Council  are  in  conflict,  I  ask  whether  any 
active  proceedings  should  now  be  taken. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— In  answer  to  the 
question  asked  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson,  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  the  Council  that  I  have 
made  further  inquiries  since  this  question  was 
mooted.  I  informed  the  Council  that  this  Bill 
was  with  ns,  and,  in  consequence  of  further 
inquiries,  I  am  corroborated  in  the  statement 
that  the  Bill  is  with  us — that  it  was  not  in  any 
vay  sent  to  us,  and,  according  to  the  usages 
between  the  two  Houses,  this  Bill  is  now  with 
OS.    That  is  not  only  on  the  authority  of  the 


Clerk  of  this  Council,  but  also  on  the  authority 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
I  think,  therefore,  the  Council  may  bo  quite 
satisfied  on  that  point. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— In  reference 
to  what  I  have  already  said  I  wish  to  make  a 
short  explanation.  I  am  satisfied  with  your 
explanation.  Sir,  as  to  where  the  Bill  is ;  but 
what  I  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the  Coun- 
cil was  that,  simply,  before  we  should  appoint 
another  Conference,  we  ought  to  show  that  we 
have  made  up  oui;  minds  to  make  an  alteration. 
I  will  read  what  May  says  on  this  point.  [Ex- 
tract read.]  What  I  desired  was  to  impress  on 
the  Council  that,  if  we  were  to  ask  for  a  second 
Conference,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  make  a 
concession,  and  the  Council  will  have  to  con- 
sider that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  should  like  to 
ask  that  the  reasons  prepared  by  the  Managers 
for  this  Council  be  read,  before  the  Council 
comes  to  any  decision  on  the  point. 

The  Acting  Clebk  read  the  reasons,  which 
were  as  follow  : — 

"The  object  of  the  clause  88  of  the  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill  is  to  obtain  the  real  opinion 
of  the  ratepayers,  so  far  as  that  can  be  made 
evident  by  a  majority,  more  or  less  pronounced, 
of  exercisable  votes.  As  the  burden  of  taxation 
necessarily  imposed,  if  loans  be  raised,  must  be 
borne  for  a  long  time — and  not  always,  or  even 
generally,  by  those  at  whose  instance  the  debt 
is  incurred — it  is  but  right  that  there  should 
be  reasonable  precaution  against  recklessness 
and  improvidence.  In  practice  no  serious 
difficulty  has  been  found  in  eliciting  the  *  real 
opinion '  of  ratepayers  by  this  method.  The 
polls  taken  under  '  The  Napier  Harbour  Board 
Empowering  Act,  1884,'  may  be  cited  in  evi- 
dence. In  each  of  those  cases  in  which  & 
majority  of  the  whole  was  required  a  vote  of 
the  ratepayers  of  a  very  extensive  district,, 
which  was  almost  unanimous,  was  obtained. 

**  The  words  *  votes  which  can  be  exercised  *" 
have  no  other  meaning  than  the  total  number 
of  votes  on  the  roll.  As  the  rolls  are  periodi- 
cally corrected  and  made  up,  the  *  non-existent  * 
votes  must  be  at  any  time  a  minute  quantity ; 
the  non-residence  of  a  voter,  as  it  does  not  ab- 
solve him  from  taxation,  ought  not  to  deprive 
him  of  his  franchise.  In  practice  the  words 
*  wliich  can  be  exercised,'  or  their  equivalent, 
have  not  been  found  to  present  any  ambiguity. 

"  The  clause  38,  as  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  did  not,  as  is  asserted,  provide 
ample  safeguard  against  undue  borrowing,  it 
being  possible  under  its  provisions  so  to  operate 
OS  that  a  small  interested,  and  therefore  active, 
minority  could  impose  serious  permanent  bur- 
dens upon  a  district. 

"  The  principle  affirmed  by  the  clause  38,  as 
amended  by  the  Legislative  Council,  has  been 
previously  recognized  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and,  in  practice,  has  been  found  beneficial." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — I  should  now 
like  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  removal  of 
the  difference  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Legislature  rests  on  the  acceptance  of  the  par- 
ticular views  of  the  majority  of  the  other  Cham- 
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ber  in  their  entirety.  It  appears  to  me  that, 
without  a  very  large  surrender  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  this  Council,  the  difference  must 
be  irreconcilable.  The  question  is,  Is  a  ma- 
jority of  this  Council  so  convinced  that  they 
were  wrong  on  that  occasion  that  they  think  a 
radical  change  of  opinion  on  that  point  should 
be  assented  to  by  them  ?  I  would,  further,  say 
that  any  new  Managers,  or  the  old  ones,  will  be 
placed  in  a  position  of  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty if  they  are  expected  to  give  way  on  this 
point,  unless  they  knowr  beforehand  that  there 
IS  a  change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
in  this  respect — that  is,  if  they  are  expected 
to  give  way.  Of  course,  if  they  are  not  expected 
to  give  way,  the  position  is  as  clear  as  it  was 
before. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — It  has  been 
stated  that  the  Council  has  not  expressed  any 
desire  to  alter  its  mind  on  this  subject.  That 
may  bo  all  very  true ;  but,  then,  it  is  possible 
that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  may 
bo  willing  to  compromise,  and  it  would  be  of 
no  use  to  appoint  the  same  Managers  in  both 
Houses,  because  they  have  already  reported 
that  they  cannot  agree.  The  only  thing  to  do 
is  to  appoint  new  Managers,  which  luui  been 
the  practice  hitherto. 

Hon.  ^Ikmhkus. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Last  session 
it  was  done  three  times — namely,  in  rofxard  to 
the  Goldtields  Bill,  the  Waste  Lands  Bill,  and 
the  School  Committees  Election  Bill.  I  know 
that  the  old  Managers  are  what  would  be  crJlod 
in  Scotland  *'  firm,"  but  in  England  would  be 
called  "  obstinate."  I  think  three  more  firm 
gentlemen  could  hardly  be  found  in  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  Seeing,  however, 
that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Lej^islaturo  for  a  compromise, 
it  would  be  as  well  to  appoint  new  Managers, 
and  then  the  terms  of  the  compromise  might 
bo  sugf^cstcd.  There  are  three  Bills  in  the 
same  position  to-day  —  namely,  the  Local 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Bill,  and  the  Counties  Bill.  If 
tho  Council  reject  one,  the  other  two  must 
follow  suit.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  take 
upon  itself  to  reject  this  Bill  without  makinp; 
every  effort  to  come  to  some  arrangement.  1 
do  not  think  that  tho  new  l^lanngers  will  be 
placed  in  any  verj'  great  difiiculty  either,  be- 
cause it  will  be  for  them  to  see  if  they  cannot 
persuade  tho  ^lanagers  of  the  other  House 
to  bo  reasonable  and,  if  not  comply  exactly 
with  tho  wishes  of  the  Council,  yet  submit 
Bomething  which  the  Council  might  ultimately 
agree  upon.  There  is  one  thing  that  lias  to  be 
borno  in  mind  :  The  Council  has  taken  upon 
itself  to  alter  the  law  as  it  stands,  and  it  is 
only  for  tho  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
drop  this  Bill  and  the  law  remains  as  at  pre- 
sent. The  law  requires  a  majority  of  three- 
fifths  for  the  sanetion  of  a  loiui  ;  therefore 
it  would  bo  adviuitageous  to  a}>point  another 
Conference,  to  see  if  tho  present  law  could  not 
be  modified.  As  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  havo  a  decided  objection  to  the 
umendmout  as  passed,  I  think  the  Council 
Hon.  Mr.  Stcveiis 


should  waive  their  objection  to  the  appoiflk- 
ment  of  new  Managers,  who  might  endekvcs^ 
to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  aQori 
tho  Bill  to  become  law. 

'  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  shoold  like 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fidi 
that  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill  is  a  new  BilV 
and  the  initiation  of  a  new  departure  altogelhff 
in  local  government.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  abooi 
what  the  law  is  in  these  things — ^this  is  a  new 
Bill  and  a  new  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLLIES.— The  Hon.  Mn 
Reynolds  can  never  see  any  difficulty  abool 
anything  he  wishes  to  be  done ;  bat  I  en 
assure  him  that  this  is  a  more  important  lut- 
ter  than  he  seems  to  think.  It  deals  with  ths 
taxation  of  the  colony  for  the  next  twenty-SK 
years,  and  therefore  it  becomes  the  CouiKil  to 
bo  very  chary  in  giving  way  on  a  matter  of  sock 
importance.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  i 
principle  of  democracy  that  the  majority  shiQ 
rule  :  we  only  ask  that  a  majority  shall  role  in 
regard  to  sanctioning  these  loans.  Three-fiflhi 
of  tho  ratepayers  who  voted  might  mean  odIt 
a  small  number,  so  that,  in  that  case,  a  lev 
would  have  the  power  to  decide  the  taxatioB 
of  the  community  for  the  following  twenty-ax 
years.  Supposing  the  people  took  a  great  in- 
terest in  borrowing :  they  would  make  a  pcint 
of  being  present,  and  there  would  be  no  difli- 
culty  at  all  in  getting  a  majority  such  as  the 
Council  wishes  to  provide.  I  have  no  heiitt- 
tion  in  saying  that  we  have  public  opinion  with 
us  on  this  subject. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— The  question 
before  the  Council  is  the  appointment  of  new 
Managers  for  a  second  Conference,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  whether  the 
other  Chamber  has  appointed  new  Managers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  othar 
Chamber  has  not  appointed  new  Managers,  hot 
the  moment  we  appoint  new  Managers  they 
will  do  so.  The  object  is  to  have  a  compromise, 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  the  appointment 
of  new^  Managers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  it  is  a  very 
important  thing  that  in  ever}' precedent  for  s 
second  Conference  new  Managers  were  invin- 
ably  appointed.  The  object  of  a  second  Confer- 
enco  is  that  possibly  somo  new  arguments  may 
bo  used,  and  some  concessions  may  be  made.  I 
think  wo  should  follow  precedent.  It  would  be 
showing  a  slight  to  the  other  Chamber  if  we  did 
not  take  the  ordinary  course. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  venture  to  recall 
to  the  minds  of  honourable  members  what  was 
the  custom  in  these  matters  formerly.  Mmy 
years  ago  we  had  very  important  Bills  before 
lis,  and  this  kind  of  difficulty  arose  over  and 
over  again.  The  custom  that  obtained  was 
this :  When  the  delegates  appointed  by  the 
Council  disagreed  in  every  particular  with  the 
Committeo  appointed  by  the  House  of  Bepi^ 
sentatives,  then,  if  the  Council  wished  to  mato 
an  exhibition  of  extended  courtesy  to  the  othff 
House  by  affording  them  an  additional  oppw- 
tunity  of  considering  the  subject,  some  meor 
ber  of  the  first-appointed  Conference  got  npui 
the  Council  and  proposed  that  fresh  Maoa^ 


] 


Local  Bodies* 


tCOUNCIL.] 


Loans  Bill. 


285 


•hoald  be  elected  to  represent  the  Council  in  a 
ftesk  Gonlerence;  but  these  were  invariably 
elected  from  the  majority.  I  think,  in  the 
present  instance,  we  ought  to  yote  for  **tho 
prsvious  question;"  and,  if  the  Council  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  second  Conference 
should  be  given,  then  some  honourable  mem- 
ber should  propose  it,  and  afford  fresh  members 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  its  views  in  new 
iangaage,  in  order  to  impress  more  forcibly  on 
&6  House  of  Bepresentatives  the  opinion  of 
the  Council.  I  think  the  Council  should  vote 
for  "the  previous  question."  It  will  be  a 
question  whether,  under  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  necessary  to  take  any  further 
steps  in  this  matter.  But  I  cannot  leave  the 
subject  without  saying  that,  as  a  question  of 
principle  and  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Council  is 
absolutely  useless  if  it  gives  way  on  this  and 
similar  points. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  :MIIiLER.— Sir,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  of  explanation  in  reference  to 
what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  said.  I  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  casting  any  slight  on  the  other 
Chamber.  My  amendment  was  simply  with 
the  object  of  emphasizing  the  view  taken  by 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  names  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part 
of  the  ques^on." 

Ayes,  15. 
Baillie  Kenny  Reynolds 

Bamicoat  Lahmann  Scotland 

Bonar  Martin  Shrimski 

Buckley  Peacock  Swanson 

Dignan  Beeves  Walker. 

Noes,  21. 
Adand  Johnson,  G.  R.  Robinson 

Brandon  Johnston,  J.       Shcphard 

Biett  Mantell  Stevens 

Ghamberlin        Menzies  Whitaker 

Fiaser  Miller  Wigley 

Grace  Peter  Williams 

Holmes  Pollen  Williamson. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Names  struck  out,  and  those  of  Managers  of 
first  Conference  inserted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZpiS.  — I  now  beg  to 
move  "  the  previous  question."  The  remark  that 
has  fallen  from  honourable  members,  that  it 
has  been  the  custom  of  this  Council  to  appoint 
different  members  of  the  Council  to  act  in 
a  second  Conference,  does  not  accord  with  my 
recollection.  Perhaps  my  memory  is  becom- 
ing feeble ;  but,  so  far  as  it  serves  me,  I 
think  the  Council,  where  it  continues  to  hold 
the  same  opinion,  has  usually  reappointed  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  were  originally 
appointed  on  the  Conference.  If  honourable 
members  look  back  they  will  see  that  wherever 
there  has  been  a  change  in  the  iManagcrs  it  has 
been  in  cases  of  a  change  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— In  reference  to 
indicating  a  change  of  opinion,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  division  now  taken  shows  a  slight 
tendency  in  that  direction,  and  the  second  Con- 
ference is  moved  for  with  a  view  to  coming  to  a 


compromise  on  this  important  question.  We 
shall  be  placed  in  a  very  awkward  position  if 
we  vote  for  this  "previous  question." 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  refuse  to  allow  the  question  to  be  put. 
That  will  be  the  proper  method  of  disposing  of 
the  subject.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  division  which 
has  just  taken  place  shows  any  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  main  question.  The 
division  had  reference  only  to  the  personnel 
of  the  Managers  of  the  Conference.  The  Council 
having,  by  a  majority,  maintained  the  same 
Managers,  I  hope  they  will  decline  to  proceed 
further  with  this  question  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  should  like  to 
know  what  benefit  can  be  derived  from  appoint- 
ing the  same  gentlemen  again.  How  can  we 
expect  they  will  change  their  opinions  ?  It  is 
possible  that  fresh  Managers  might  propose 
something  different  from  what  the  former  Man- 
agers had  proposed.  They  might  propose,  for 
instance,  that  the  majority  should  be  two-thirds 
instead  of  three-fifths.  Is  it  likely  that  mem- 
bers who  were  appointed  before  will  abate  one 
iota  from  the  opinions  they  have  already  ex- 
pressed ? 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Bill» 
said  the  principal  object  of  it  was  to  au- 
thorize fishermen  to  place  stake-nets  in  the 
lakes  of  Waipori  and  Waihola,  to  enable  them 
to  catch  fish.  These  places  had  been  fishing- 
places  for  many  years,  and  the  Natives  had 
a  reserve  of  five  miles  on  the  river  under 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  Large  quantities  of 
fish,  such  as  mullet  and  flounders,  wero 
caught  there,  and  this  formed  part  of  the  Na- 
tives' food.  His  own  impression  was  that  no 
harm  would  be  done  by  passing  this  Bill.  Re- 
cently the  Otago  Acclimatization  Society  ad- 
vertised in  the  Bruce  Herald  that  stake-nets 
should  not  be  used.  This  resulted  in  a  petition, 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  persons,, 
being  sent  to  the  Government  asking  that  thero 
might  be  continued  the  facilities  for  fishing 
that  had  been  enjoyed  for  many  j'ears  without 
question.  This  petition  was  also  forwarded  to 
the  Otago  Acclimatization  Society.  The  society 
then  said  that  they  had  no  objection  to  the  cm- 
ploj^ment  of  these  nets,  as  they  would  not  in- 
terfere with  the  salmon-trout.  The  Bill  before 
the  Council  was  to  authorize  the  stake -nets 
to  bo  used.  There  was  also  a  clause  in  tlio 
Bill  which  provided  that  they  should  not  bo 
placed  within  two  hundred  ya,rcls  of  the  en- 
trance to  the  river,  so  that  the  salmon- trout 
approaching  the  nets  would  have  space  to  evado 
them.  The  Otago  Acclimatization  Society  wero 
very  active  in  anything  that  concerned  tho 
salmon- trout,  and  they  had  a  ranger  to  insure 
that  the  conditions  were  complied  with.  Ho 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  Council  would  sec 
that  no  harm  could  be  done  by  allowing  stake- 
nets  to  bo  used. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  he  thought 
very  serious  injury  might  be  done  to  salmon 
and  trout  and  their  further  propagation  and 
multiplication  if  the  Cotmcil  passed  this  Bill, 
and  therefore  he  opposed  it.  Honourable 
members  would  remember  that  on  several  dif- 
ferent occasions  the  Council  had  expressed  its 
determination  not  to  allow  the  employment 
of  fixed  engines  of  any  kind  for  fishing.  It 
might  be  interesting  if  he  referred  to  what 
had  been  done  in  bygone  times  in  reference  to 
this  mode  of  fishing.  The  question  was  not  a 
new  one.  It  had  been  the  subject  of  legisla- 
tion for  nearly  seven  hundred  years.  They 
found  that  in  the  old  statutes  fixed  engines 
were  prohibited.  Thoy  found  that,  as  early  as 
1200  A.D.,  •*cruives"  and  **yairs" — the  names 
given  to  the  fixed  engines  known  at  that  time 
— were  prohibited  by  the  Scots  Acts,  and  in 
successive  reigns  afterwards  they  found  a  suc- 
cession of  Acts  in  the  same  direction.  Now, 
to  show  the  Council  that  he  was  not  talk- 
ing at  random,  he  would  quote  from  the  work 
of  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  this  ques- 
tion, to  show  that  the  erection  for  a  time  of 
these  fixed  engines  in  any  of  the  rivers  had 
been  followed  by  a  serious  diminution  in  the 
quantity  of  fish  caught  and  the  value  of  the 
fish.  Towards  the  last  century  some  persons 
found  that  the  old  laws  prohibiting  these  en- 
gines had  become  obsolete;  and  some  stake- 
nets  were  erected  in  the  Firth  of  Tay.  They 
were  erected,  first,  in  1799,  and  within  two  or 
three  years  the  effect  was  so  serious  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  quantity  of  fish  caught  that  liti- 
gation was  begun,  and  resulted  in  these  nets 
being  swept  away  in  1812.  Mr.  Russell,  the 
authority  to  whom  he  alluded,  pointed  out  how 
the  quantity  of  salmon  seriously  diminished 
during  the  time  the  nets  were  in  operation,  and 
how  they  recovered  after  these  had  been  re- 
moved. It  might  be  satisfactory  if  he  quoted 
what  Mr.  Russell  said  on  this  subject : — 

*'  Up  to  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century 
it  would  appear  that  fixed  engines,  of  which 
the  only  species  then  known  were  cruives  and 
yairs,  were  legal  everywhere." — This  statement 
was  not  quite  accurate. — *'  They  were  then  sup- 
pressed in  estuaries  and  *  within  flude-marke 
of  the  sea,'  a  cruive  working  in  the  full  run  of 
the  fresh  river  under  certain  regulations  being 
regarded  as  less  mischievous.  The  prohibitions 
were  imposed  at  first  only  for  a  specified  term 
of  years,  but  afterwards  in  perpetuity;  and 
the  Acts  expressly  included  in  their  prohibi- 
tions even  those  engines  for  which  the  Crown 
had  granted  special  permission — that  is,  per- 
mission not  only  to  fish,  but  to  fish  by  that 
particular  mode.  Thus,  in  an  Act  of  James  I. 
(1424),  it  is  'ordanyit  that  all  crufis  and  yaris 
set  in  fresche  watteris,  quhar  the  see  fillis  and 
«bbis,  the  quhilke  dcstroyis  the  frj'  of  all  fisches, 
be  destroyit  and  put  away  for  thre  yeris  to 
cum,  notgaynstandand  ony  privileges  or  fredom 
|(eif3m  in  the  contrare.'  In  the  same  reign 
another  Act  (1477  or  1478)  runs  thus :  *  It  is 
statute  and  ordained  that  the  Acte  made  of 
before  be  King  James  the  First  anent  the 
graves  sett  in  waters  bo  observed  and  keipt,' 


&c. ;  and  that  '  all  craves  * '  be  pat  away 
destroyed  for  ever  mair/  &c.  Ten  yeais 
wards  it  was  *  statnt  and  ord&nid  that 
cruifis'  *be  destroyit  and  put  down,' 
those  belongis  to  oar  Soveraine  Lord  as  u( 
through  all  the  Beahne.'  Here  we  set 
modes  of  fishing  which  had  been  pi 
from  time  immemorial,  and  prosecuted 
Crown  rights  for  the  exercise  of  those  mt 
were  suppressed  by  statute — the  soppi 
including  the  fisheries  not  only  of  private 
sons,  but  also  the  fisheries  retained  and  woi 
by  the  Crown  itself.  Those  Acts  were 
with  the  only  kind  of  fixtures  then  known, 
they  made  no  scrapie  of  suppressing  them 
all  positions  where  they  were  considered  hai^ 
ful  to  the  breed  of  fish  and  *the  common  weilU 
.  .  .  .  The  chief  aim  of  legislation  on 
subject,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  ' 
Magna  Chaxta  downwards,  has  been  to  prev^ 
the  raising  of  '  standing  gear '  in  '  the  mn  ell 
the  fish ; '  but  this  prohibition  did  not  extend  tm 
the  sea-coast,  partly,  perhaps,  because  that  w«r! 
not  then  known  to  be  *  the  run  of  the  fish,'  an^ 
partly  because  no  sort  of  engine  had  at  thaM\ 
time  been  invented  capable  of  standing  ani' 
acting  effectively  in  the  open  sea.  It  hasstnce, 
however,  been  discovered — and  most  diligently 
has  the  discovery  been  put  to  use — that  twi 
Fca-coast  is  almost  as  much  the  course  of  the 
fish  as  is  the  channel  of  the  river  or  estuary. 
The  salmon,  returning  to  the  fresh  water,  does 
not  lie  ofi  in  mid-ocean  and  then,  as  with  a 
needle  and  compass,  steer  right  into  the  river** 
mouth.  It  feels,  or,  as  Sir  Humphrey  Dtkvj  ex- 
pressed it  to  the  Committee  of  1824,  scents 
its  way  along  the  shore  for  many  miles.  The 
distance  from  the  river  of  which  they  are  in 
search,  or  from  any  river,  at  which  salm<« 
begin,  in  nautical  phrase,  *  to  hug  the  shore '  is 
greater  than  seems  generally  believed,  even  ky 
those  who  have  paid  some  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject.' ...  In  proving  the  destructiveness 
of  fixed  nets  we  shall  confine  ourselves  chiefiy 
to  two  pieces  of  evidence,  differing,  as  will  be 
seen,  in  their  character,  but  both  leading  clearly 
to  conviction.  .  .  ,  Fixed  nets  were  ereci^ 
in  the  Firth  of  Tay  in  1799,  and,  after  macb 
litigation,  were  finally  declared  illegal  in  1811 
The  following  figures,  being  an  abstract  of  re- 
turns for  two  fisheries  forming  in  value  a  batf 
of  the  whole  Tay,  and  situated  immediately 
above  the  highest  of  the  fixed-net  fisheries,  teu 
their  own  story  very  forcibly: — 

"  Total  of  Fish  taken  in  Ten  Years. 

Salmon.    Grilii. 
From  1788  to  1797,   before  stake- 
nets  were  erected 106,747        aM' 

From  1801  to  1810,  durinp:  time      ...      60.990        SiS* 
From  1815  to  1824,  after  stake-nets 

were  abolished      113,168       US,9M 

These  facts  speak  for  themselves.     .     .     . 

*'  It  may  be  said  that  these  were  stake-nei» 
in  an  illegal  position,  and  therefore  not  furnish- 
ing a  fair  criterion.  Without  leaving  the  san* 
river  we  can  adduce  other  facts  not  open  to  thil 
cavil.  After  the  suppression  of  the  nets  intlM^ 
estuary  of  the  Tay  in  1812  they  began  to  bt 
erected  on  the  sea-coast  of  Forfarshire,  abonl 
1821,  and  were  in  effective  numbers  about  1S2S. 
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Witii  what  result  ?  On  the  two  extensive  fish- 
eries which  we  have  heen  using  for  data  the 
take  fell  nearly  half  in  the  ten  years  following, 
sinking  to  very  little  more  than  the  amount  to 
which  it  had  heen  reduced  during  the  operation 
of  the  stake-nets  in  the  river.  The  numher  of 
sahnon  taken  annually  at  one  of  those  two 
fisheries  had  never  heen  less  than  ten  thousand 
for  f oar  years  previous  to  the  erection  of  .fixed 
nets  on  the  coast ;  it  never  once  reached 
that  nmnher  in  the  thirty  years  that  fol- 
lowed.   .    .    . 

**  The  same  story  has  to  he  told  of  the  effect 
of  stake-  and  hag-nets  in  England  and  Ireland. 
In  Ireland  the  effects  were  so  rapid  and  visible 
as  to  produce  both  popular  tumults  and  ulti- 
mately something  approaching  to  legislative 
prohibition.  .  .  .  The  reports  of  the  Eng- 
uah  Inspectors  of  Salmon-fisheries  are  full  of 
statements  of  the  mischief  wrought  by  these 
devices." 

"There  are  plenty  of  proofs  to  the  same  effect 
since  the  erection  of  fixed  engines  on  the  coasts 
of  Aberdeen  and  Kincardine.  The  annual  value 
of  the  produce  of  the  Rivers  Dee  and  Don  has 
sank  by  £18,000;  and,  under  the  operation  of 
similar  causes  in  the  Moray  Firth  the  produce 
of  the  Beauly  has  sunk  two-thirds,  and  of  the 
Kess  three-fourths.  The  first  stake-net  on  the 
Solway  was  erected  at  Newby,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Annan.  The  rent  had  before  been  £16, 
whilst  the  rents  of  the  fisheries  further  up  the 
Firth  amounted  to  several  hundreds  of  pounds. 
In  a  few  years  the  rent  of  the  Newby  fishery, 
formerly  £16,  was  £2,000 !— whilst  its  upper 
neighbours  sank  to  a  mere  fraction  of  their 
former  value.  Here  was  a  great  transfer  of 
I  property,  and  then  came  a  great  destruction  of 
property.  The  Kewby  example  was  copied ; 
the  Firth  was  over-fished ;  the  rent  of  Newby 
is  now  little  more  than  a  tenth  of  what  it  was ; 
and  its  neighbours,  though  they  did  not  share 
its  prosperity,  have  shared  its  decay :  for  in- 
stance, a  fishery  which  used  to  yield  the  Cor- 
poration of  Carlisle  a  rent  of  £722,  when  salmon 
sold  at  2d.  a  pound,  now  yields  a  rent  of  only 
£55,  when  salmon  sells  at  as  many  shillings 
(2s.)  a  pound.  In  a  word,  the  improved  engines 
have  not  only  reduced  the  total  produce  of  the 
Firth  and  its  rivers,  but  have  reduced  the  total 
money  value  far  below  the  amount  at  which  it 
stood  when  ten  tons  of  the  produce  brought  no 
more  money  than  one  ton  brings  now. 

"The  evidence  from  all  parts  of  England  laid 
before  the  English  Commissioners  of  Inquiry 
(1860)  was  so  strong  that  they  reported :  *  We 
are  prejiared,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the 
case,  to  reconomend  the  total  suppression  by 
law  of  all  fixed  engines;*  and,  in  the  same 
year,  a  Committee  of  the  House-  of  Lords,  ap- 
pointed in  the  interest  and  on  the  instigation 
of  the  owners  of  fixed  engines,  also  reported  in 
favour  of  abolition." 

If  these  nets  were  to  be  allowed  to  be 
erected  in  the  present  instance,  they  would 
be  erected  in  others,  and  the  certain  result 
would  be  to  destroy  the  fisheries.  These  fish- 
eries, when  they  flourished,  not  only  produced 
food  of  a  very  choice  character,  but  they  also 


provided  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
people ;  and  the  Council  ought  to  take  that  into 
consideration  before  allowing  a  measure  of 
this  kind  to  he  passed.  Mr.  Bussell  said,  in 
regard  to  this : — 

"  Prom  the  report  of  the  Irish  Commissioners 
we  learn  that  in  1862,  apparently  an  ordinary 
year,  three  Irish  railways  conveyed  400  tons,  or 
about  900,0001b.,  of  salmon,  being  equal  in 
weight,  and  treble  in  value,  to  15,000  sheep. 
In  Scotland,  the  Tay  alone  furnishes  about 
800,0001b.,  being  equal  in  weight,  and  treble 

in  value,  to  18,000  sheep And  in 

making  comparison  between  the  supplies  of 
fish  and  flesh,  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that 
salmon  cost  nothing  for  their  keep.     .     .    . 

"  The  salmon-nets  employ,  on  the  Tay,  about 
700  men,  receiving  in  wages  about  £9,000  a 
year ;  and  on  the  Tweed  about  850  men,  re- 
ceiving about  £4,500." 

Nor  had  the  Legislature  been  neglectful  on 
this  point  on  former  occasions.  The  Fisheries 
Bill  had  been  before  the  Council  on  several 
different  occasions  ;  it  was  last  before  them  in 
1883 ;  and  he  would  read  to  the  Council  the 
clauses  contained  in  that  Bill,  which  were  the 
result  of  careful  consideration  on  their  part, 
and  also  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  by  which  the  Bill  was  considered. 
Section  14  of  the  Fisheries  Bill,  passed  by  the 
Council  in  1883,  provided  that, — 

"  If  any  person  shall  erect  or  use  any  fixed 
engine  in  any  waters,  river,  creek,  or  stream 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  fish,  he  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds." 

The  following  was  section  16 : — 

"Any  collector  or  any  officer  appointed  under 
this  Act  may  destroy  any  fixed  engine,  and  the 
materials  of  which  any  such  fixed  engine  shall 
be  made  shall  be  forfeited." 

Another  clause  compelled  offenders  to  give 
their  names  and  places  of  residence,  under 
penalty  for  refusal ;  and  the  interpretation 
clause  gave  a  comprehensive  definition  of  the 
term  "fixed  engine."  The  Council  had  thus 
already  recognized  that  fixed  engines  were 
destructive  to  an  industry  which  they  desired 
to  promote,  and  therefore  their  erection  should 
be  prohibited.  Now,  what  had  they  been  doing 
for  a  number  of  years  back?  For  the  last 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  they  had  been  using 
every  effort  to  plant  salmon  and  trout  in  their 
rivers.  So  far  as  regarded  trout,  the  attempt 
had  been  eminently  successful,  and  these  were 
now  found  in  almost  every  stream — if  not  in 
every  stream,  then  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
They  grew  very  slowly  at  Home ;  but  here  it 
was  found  that  they  grew  with  great  rapidity 
— within  »five  years  after  being  hatched  they 
grew  up  to  81b.  or  91b.  With  regard  to  the 
Atlantic  salmon,  there  was  no  evidence  yet 
that  they  had  been  successful.  They  were 
first  introduced  some  fifteen  years  ago,  but  the 
earlier  experiments  were  conducted  with  Iorb 
knowledge  than  had  since  been  acquired,  aud 
the  failures  were  very  marked.  Latterly  they 
had  been  more  successful,  and  eight  years  ago 
from  three  to  four  thousand  fry  were  planted 
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in  one  river — tho  Aparima.  But  the  experi- 
ment made  last  year  of  bringing  out  the  ova 
of  Atlantic  salmon  had  been  far  more  success- 
ful than  any  that  had  yet  been  made.  A 
very  large  number  of  fry  had  been  liberated 
from  the  supply  brought  out  from  Britain 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Farr.  He  thought  they 
had  been  most  successful  with  the  Califomian 
salmon.  There  was  some  doubt  about  what 
particular  nauie  that  salmon  ought  to  get. 
The  American  Commissioners  declared  that  it 
was  a  salmon,  and  it  had  the  characteristics  of 
salmon,  but  it  appeared  there  was  some  doubt 
about  the  correct  name.  There  was  no  doubt, 
however,  that  it  was  a  most  choice  article  of 
diet,  and  afford od  plenty  of  sport. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— Tliey  will  not 
take  any  lure. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  MENZIES  said  the  honour- 
able member  liad  had  no  experience  in  New 
Zealand  of  tbAt ;  and  in  California  when  the 
right  mun  caiue  ho  readily  caught  ^almoll 
with  the  rod.  Mr.  Setli  Green  found  that 
the  salmon  would  take  the  tly  freely  enough. 
The  ova  that  eanie  to  this  colony  had  been 
very  carefully  picked,  and  tho  colony  owlJ 
a  debt  of  graiiiuae  to  the  American  Commis- 
sioner for  the  e.vre  that  ho  had  exercised. 
Something  like  SO  per  cent,  of  the  ova  re- 
ceived had  haiehed  out,  Tliey  were  very  snc- 
cc.s,';ful  in  Southland,  and  the  curator  tlure 
wfts  able  to  plant  about  seventy  thousand  fry 
in  ono  river  and  its  ol^hients,  and  that  rivJr 
swarmed  with  them  now.  A  smaller  rivir 
wa.>  also  phuited,  and  he  found  that  in  i: 
there  N>ere  young  salmon,  \Nhich  ltd  to  the  in- 
eMtablv'  conclusion  that  they  brid  there,  IK 
haa  ei:  ieavonred  to  sliow  that  in  t!;o  case  of 
salmon  livers  the  erecti^^n  of  tixed  crj;.r.i.s  ai»».l 
nets  would  be  ilt .-truetive  of  the  i'.>li;.rie-i.  I: 
liiev  u'.lowovl  tium  to  be  started  unJer  any 
i»Iea  or  pretext  li:ey  would  not  tn?  able  to  ri.>;-: 
ihc  rrecovient,  iuul  the  pn\etiee  would  extvi..i. 
It  nrght  be  that  in  tl.is  particular  wator  th>^ 
a!r.oi:nt  of  dam:ii:e  to  bo  done  to  ilie  s^vlir.er. 
ar./.  trv'Ut  woi;'.  1  not  Iv  so  serious.  Tl  y 
Vr.vW.  hov.ivir.  Tvat  Siilmon  went  nlvut  skirt- 
lUj:  the  evv.>t»  s^AUt-.-'g  estuaries  and  livtr-es;.;::- 
nel>.  tind  did  not  co:i:.ne  themstSos  to  ^.l.ioo: 
ivu:o>.      Th.e   faots  statvd    in   th.e  ^.-ork  fiv.:; 
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The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  an  aathsf 
was  writing  the  history  of  an  island,  and  cm 
of  tlio  chapters  was  hesbded,  *'  On  the  Snakes  m 
this  Island/'  and  all  the  chapter  contaiSfid 
was,  **  There  are  no  snakes."  In  the  same  wmj, 
there  were  no  salmon  in  the  Taieri  Biver.  Qt 
did  not  think  a  salmon  had  erer  come  back: 
from  the  sea.  Professor  Huxley  had  given  his 
opinion  that  tho  food  of  the  salmon  was  not  m, 
those  waters.  No  evidence  had  been  addnoid  \ 
which  would  satisfy  a  jury  that  the  tme  al- 1 
mon  had  ever  been  caught  in  this  colony  or  im 
Tasmania.  The  fish  which  had  been  caugfai 
was  the  salmon- trout  —  a  much  hardier  &k 
There  used  to  bo  great  numbers  of  saimflSb- 
trout  in  the  Dimcdin  estuary ;  but,  owing  t» 
the  uenudaiion  of  the  forests,  the  Water  of 
Lcith  stream  became  small,  and  when  the  ^ 
came  up  they  were  caught.  He  did  not  thmk 
any  of  these  f:sh  were  there  now.  He  had 
ii>hLd  in  Wales,  Ireland,  France,  and  tha 
Nvi'ii  of  Spain;  and  he  might  be  consideied 
to  know  something  of  fishing.  The  worfa 
**  sahnon  and  trout  '*  should  never  have  8p> 
pvared  in  this  Bill.  Tho  int-ention  was  t» 
aiiiHv  in  li-t-nous  fish  to  be  caught — ^fish  whic^ 
cine  up  in  large  quantities  during  the  &m 
of  tic  tide,  and  went  down  again  with  the  ebb. 
In  Duiiedin  and  the  surrounding  district  da 
}vo)ile  would  be  glad  to  obtain  these  fisL 
Unii.r  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  the  Maozis  haS 
r.  ri  Jit  to  fish  where  their  forefathers  fished. 
Tli^  Mi.  ris  could  not  be  prevented  fishinf 
111  tlie  Tuicri  or  Lower  Waihola ;  and  wst 
only  thut,  tut  tii-oy  could  employ  Europesa. 
sctiLrs.  This  right  of  the  ^laoris  wasgtauaa- 
t.  c.  t3  them  bv  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture s.  me  ^«.  ^-ilv.  ns  ai:©.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
the  c  .: ii.il  ^:  .^uivl  refuse  the  people  the  ri^ 
to  t.". I.e.  liie  sv'.^rJid  tish  which  cameuptbe 
1.  :.r»  a-..^.  m_iiy  other  rivers.  Ho  trusted  tba 
b-.  .  v.o  1.0.  ra^s.' 

lo..  ii.n!  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  he  had  taien 
0.  n- vi.r.i'o:.  interest  in  the  acclimatization  of 
s..  1...  n.  Th^  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
j  :>:  -:.:  d:^v.  :i  niii:"..:  Lave  fished  a  great  deal 
.-.  '»  y-t  k:i:w  vciv  iittie  indeed  upon  tlia 
-..\.t  tr-^ii  unatr  discussion.  This  t&- 
:i  .i...v\'i  him  of  o.!ic:':icr  fisherman  who  had  a 

.. : .  r  ■  1  : .  rv  Lii  :h:s  lice  than  had  the  honour- 
..  :  0  1.:.  i:i..ix.  A  fish  had  been  caugbt, 
\  1:  V. ..>  ^.i"  y .  -•-  1  tD  be  a  Califomian  saLm^Hi, 
a:.  1  1..  lio-.:  ;..-•_. i  this  gentleman,  who  was 
-..:..  :.  '.  1111  a  itliority  on  lishing  matters,  if 
..L  V  1.1  i;-.:i:i.y  the  iish.  That  gentleman 
>.-i..  o.;  :...  1  i  ..n  a  r.fliormskn  all  his  lif  e,  bul 
1..  -  -  "M  *j  :  :  .1  wilt Llier  the  fish  was  a  sabnoB 
.r  '  :.  ...t  I  iti.-iwu  before  the  Council  wa» 
0.  1-..^:  oil;:,  ..i.i  tLe  public  should  have  had 
;..  1.  ;  -  0.1  -  ir  tie  matter  before  a  Bill  «« 
,:.-  '.:  :i.:.  i  .»r..a.ment.  The  colony  had 
...r^.  iii:.r^-;>  i:;  the  acclimatization  of  ss^ 
i.i:...  A  *:r-..:  .lial  of  money  hxkd  been  spent 
1..  ;  .  T^i  ":..:;*.  .iir  to  acclimatize  the  fish.  H* 
v.-  >..::.-. A  ;.  :;t  ihc  Government  had  not,  ia 
r  y...v.,  t-k<_n  steps  to  prevent  this BiB 
.---  .^.  ii;.  Ti.\s  informed  that  there  wtf 
1  . :  ..  ...r.v  <oyi  V  o:  indigenous  fish  in  thesB 
jlo.o:>,  ^<  s:j.:.,i  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Fiascr. 
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He  was  infonned  that  for  some  time  past 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  waters 
bad  been  stake-netting  trout.  For  the  sake  of 
the  hotelkeepers  in  the  neighbourhood  making 
an  advertisement  of  the  fishing,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  pass  a  Bill  like  the  present. 
I!  a  privilege  was  granted  in  one  case  appli- 
cations for  similar  privileges  would  be  made 
hereafter.  If  certain  people  had  been  illegally 
enjoying  a  privilege  for  a  great  mstny  years 
past  he  did  not  think  the  Council  should 
legalize  for  the  future  depredations  on  these 
fish.  He  thought  it  had  been  distinctly  proved 
that  Galifomian  salmon  had  returned  to  the 
rivers.  Certain  fish  caught  in  the  district  from 
which  he  cam^e  had  been  declared  by  a  good 
authority  to  be  Califomian  salmon.  He  moved, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  no  members  of  the  Council  desired 
to  see  such  an  injurious  Bill  as  the  one  under 
consideration  passed.  They  were  told  by  the 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  poaching 
had  been  going  on  for  many  years  past.  The 
Council  was  now  asked  to  pass  an  Act  to  legalize 
that  practice.  It  was  a  great  matter  of  com- 
pbunt  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the 
Maoris  fishing,  and  to  this  was  attributed  the 
fact  that  the  salmon  had  not  been  thoroughly 
acclimatized  in  the  rivers  of  the  colony.  The 
public  had  had  no  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  It  was 
proposed  to  pass  the  Bill  as  a  local  Bill,  and 
jet  it  had  not  passed  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee.  He^  considered  that  the  river 
affected  by  the  Bill  was  one  of  the  finest  rivers 
for  salmon  in  New  Zealand.  If  there  was  any 
river  in  the  colony  in  which  salmon  would 
thrive  it  was  this  river.  It  was  asked  that 
stake -nets  be  allowed  to  bo  put  in  near 
the  stream,  two  or  three  hundred  yards  away. 
It  had  been  said  that,  on  account  of  the  river 
being  sometimes  muddy,  river  fish  would  not 
go  there ;  but  any  one  who  understood  any- 
thing about  fish  must  know  that  when  a  river 
was  in  a  state  of  flood  was  the  very  time  the 
fish  would  travel,  and  small  fish  going  up  river 
would  keep  near  the  shore  and  the  places 
where  the  Council  was  asked  to  allow  the  nets 
to  be  placed.  .It  had  been  said  that  nets  did 
not  destroy  the  fish  in  the  Kiver  Taieri.  He 
^hed  to  read  a  few  extracts  from  a  book  by 
Mr.  Francis,  who  was  an  authority  on  fish- 
culture.    Mr.  Francis  said, — 

**  The  decrease  of  salmon  is  not  a  matter  of 
yesterday,  but  may  be  traced  back  during  a 
period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
though  the  decrease  has  of  late  years  progressed 
with  alarming  rapidity.  For  example,  some 
twenty  years  ago,  the  Irish  fisheries,  by 
poaching,  Ac.,  were  in  a  very  reduced  state. 
Laws  were  passed,  and  the  rivers  put  under 
the  management  of  officers  appointed  to  see  to 
them.  In  a  very  few  years  the  fisheries  im- 
proved wonderfully ;  but  as  they  began  to  im- 
prove, and  the  style  of  fishing  began  to  pay 
well,  fixed  nets,  hitherto  but  little  known  on 
the  Irish  coasts,  began  to  make  their  appear- 

VOL.  LVL—ia 


ance.  The  more  the  fisheries  improved  the 
more  these  nets  increased,  and  to  such  a 
degree  that  the  rivers  are  beginning  to  suSer 
very  severely.  The  system  is  manifestly  ruin- 
ous, unfair,  and  illegal. 

**  Fixed  nets  and  stake-weirs  have  been  de- 
clared illegal  by  three  Judges,  two  concurring 
with  Baron  Pennefather  in  that  judgment." 

"  Salmon  run  up  at  all  periods  of  the  year : 
even  in  December  clean  fish  are  often  found 
running  into  unobstructed  rivers." 

**  Every  salmon  in  the  sea  would  enter  some 
river  or  other  if  not  prevented." 

**  Lastly,  we  have  those  most  destructive 
engines  of  all  called  stoke-  and  bag-nets." 

"  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  fixed  nets 
have  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  damage  to  our 
salmon-fisheries,  and  it  is  impossible  thoroughly 
to  regenerate  those  fisheries  while  they  are 
permitted  to  exist." 

The  Legislature  was  asked  to  legalize  these 
nets,  and  it  was  shown  that  in  Ireland  fishing 
was  nearly  destroyed  owing  to  the  use  of  the 
nets.  It  was  said  that  the  ^laoris  had  a  right 
to  fish  wherever  their  forefathers  did.  Could 
that  statement  be  reconciled  with  the  fact  that 
land  had  been  let  on  the  shores  of  the  Waka- 
tipu  and  Wanaka  Lakes  ?  If  such  a  Bill  as 
the  one  under  consideration  were  passed,  why 
should  its  application  be  made  local?  If  it 
were  passed,  other  districts  would  ask  that  they 
should  have  the  same  rights.  He  would  sup- 
port the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  understood  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  had  been  detained  owing  to  an  accident : 
it  would  only  be  a  gracious  thing,  in  that  case, 
if  the  debate  were  adjourned.  He  begged  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  considered  that 
the  convenience  of  honourable  members  should 
also  be  studied.  He  must  oppose  the  proposed 
adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  adjourn  the  debate,  after  the 
long  and  interesting  discussion  that  had  taken 
place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  hoped  the  Council 
would  not  refuse  the  courtesy  that  had  been 
asked  for  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  stated  that  he  in- 
tended to  be  present  in  the  Council  that  night, 
and  something  must  have  occurred  to  prevent 
him  from  carrying  out  his  intention.  He* 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  the 
right  to  a  reply. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes  had  had  his  opportunity  to  reply  ; 
but  he  was  not  there,  and  was  no  doubt  ful- 
filling an  engagement  of  a  festive  nature,  and 
enjoying  himself  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
venience of  the  members  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ayes,  15. 

Bamicoat  Dignan  Mantell 

Bonar  Eraser  Martin 

Buckley  Grace  Monzies 
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Miller  Shephard  Williams 

Beynolds  Stevens  Williamson. 

(  Noes,  17. 

Acland  Peter  Taiaroa 

Baillie  Pollen  Walker 

Brandon  Reeves  Whi  taker 

Brett  Robinson  Wiglcy 

Chamberlin  Shrimski  Wilson. 

Peacock  Swanson 

^lajority  against,  2. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Bill  had  been  referred  had 
recommended  that  it  should  be  read  and  con- 
strued with  "The  Salmon  and  Trout  Act, 
1867,"  and  *'  The  Fisheries  Conservation  Act, 
1884  ; "  so  that  its  provisions  would  bs  subject 
to  the  same  restrictions  as  were  laid  down  in 
those  Acts.  It  was  also  proposed  to  add  that 
the  Bill  should  not  come  into  operation  except 
by  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 
This  would  give  time  for  the  mature  considera- 
tion of  the  measure,  and  might  fairly  justify 
honourable  members  in  allowing  the  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  for  the  Governor 
in  Council  would  not  proclaim  the  Act  unless 
he  saw  very  good  reason  for  doing  so.  The 
Hon.  ^Ir.  Wigley  had  said  that  the  Taieri  was 
the  best  river  he  knew  of  in  which  to  catch 
salmon ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  (Mr.  Bami- 
coat)  understood  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  to 
say  that  there  were  no  salmon  there  at  all. 
The  Bill  before  them  was  only  intended  to 
pennit  the  capture  of  indigenous  fish. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
stated  that  the  Bill  was  not  intended  to  apply 
to  salmon,  but  only  to  indigenous  fish  —  that 
was  to  say,  that  any  fish  caught  in  the  river 
affected  by  the  Bill  which  had  the  appearance 
of  salmon  was,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill,  to 
be  deemed  not  to  be  salmon.  How  the  salmon 
vreie  to  be  so  knowing  as  not  to  get  into  the 
nets  was  more  than  he  could  understand.  This 
was  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  the  Council 
ought  to  discountenance  it  at  once.  If  this 
concession  were  granted  in  one  case  it  would 
have  to  be  granted  in  others,  and  their  chance 
of  establishing  salmon  in  this  country  would 
be  very  much  diminished  and  retarded. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
iday  six  months. 

SHEEP  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCICLEY  said,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Sheep  Bill,  he  might 
-explain  that  it  had  been  introduced  at  the 
instance  of  several  honourable  members,  and, 
more  especially,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Joint  Sheep  and  Rabbit  Nuisance  Committee 
yrhich  had  recently  sat.  It  had  been  found 
-that  great  hardship  and  inconvenience  arose 
through  the  stringency  of  the  existing  Act  on 
this  subject  when  it  was  enforced  from  time  to 
time,  and  now  that  the  necessity  for  such 
stringency  had  disappeared  it  was  desirable  to 
xelax  those  provisions  to  some  extent.     Where 


sheep  were  being  carried  for  the  purposed 
slaughter,  a  discretion  was  given  to  the  Inspee- 
tors  which  they  did  not  possess  under  the  exr 
isting  Act,  and  which  it  was  desirabla  tb^ 
should  have.  An  important  clause  in  tJie  Bl 
was  that  relating  to  the  removal  of  sheep  ins 
a  clean  district  through  an  unclean  one,  lad 
there  was  also  a  clause  respecting  sheep  af- 
fected with  lice.  He  understood  there  wen 
several  amendments  to  be  proposed  by  honom- 
able  members,  which  he  should  have  liked  to 
have  received  in  time  to  be  embodied  intb 
BUL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY  would  like  todnt 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Seeietiij 
to  clause  6.  Power  was  given  to  a  Sheep  la- 
spcctor,  if  sheep  were  not  clean,  and  the  owd« 
refused  to  clean  them  after  receiving  notice  io 
do  so,  to  take  possession  of  them  and  cleu 
them.  How  was  he  to  do  that?  There  w* 
no  public  dip.  He  would  suggest  that  every 
one  holding  a  certain  number  of  sheep  shonld  | 
be  compelled  to  erect  a  dip  on  his  premiseB- 
He  threw  this  suggestion  out  to  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  in  order  that  he  might  hsw 
the  provision  amended  in  this  direction  if  be 
ohose  to  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  took  it  for  gianW 
that  this  Bill  had  nothing  to  do  with  reUn^J 
the  provisions  of  the  present  Sheep  Bill  wita 
regard  to  scab,  and  that  it  would  shnplyofe 
relief  to  those  whose  flocks  were  afflicted  with 
lice.  He  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading, 
particularly  as  they  had  been  told  once  a 
twice  that  before  long  the  whole  colony  woda 
be  free  from  scab ;  but  in  Committee  he  wonld 
have  to  see  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  whiffl 
would  relax  the  present  regulations  with  icgan 
to  scab. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Mining  Bill,  said  it  wfl 
chiefly  a  consolidation  Bill,  but  there  w«» 
some  now  provisions  introducing  impiovementi 
of  a  departmental  character.  The  Bill  » 
pealed  fourteen  or  fifteen  Acts,  and  em^JJ 
them  in  the  measure  itself.  Ho  would  calltw 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  present  cunoiB 
position  of  the  mining  law.  In  the  first  plftMj 
any  one  wanting  to  know  the  provisions  of  thtf 
law  had  to  wade  through  a  great  number  of 
mining  and  other  Acts,  the  first  of  ^^^\^„ 
entitled  "  The  Shortland  Beach  Act,  18©. 
which,  from  its  title,  would  be  about  the  1»» 
measure  that  any  one  would  look  into  for  pro- 
visions respecting  mining.  These  would  be  wi 
repealed.  Another  curious  fact  was  that  goW* 
mining  in  the  North  Island  was  carried  os 
under  the  Gold-mining  Districts  Act  of  W 
while  that  in  the  South  Island  was  carried  on 
under  the  3>Iines  Act  of  1877.  This  was  owing 
to  the  circumstances  in  the  two  Islands  bej^ 
so  different;  but  it  was  hoped  in  this  Bill » 
make  provisions  which  would  meet  all  ^^'^ 
stances.  A  new  feature  in  the  Bill  was  tbatwe 
miner's  right  fco  was  reduced  from  £1  to5s.,^ 
another  was  giving  the  right  to  niine  on  pnw* 
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property.  The  Government  at  present  had  the 
right  to  resume  land  for  mining  purposes ;  hut 
It  was  not  always  convenient  to  do  that,  as  it 
was  first  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the 
lands  were  auriferous  or  not.  These  were  the 
ooly  new  features  which  it  was  necessary  to 
explain. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  the  Bill 
would  he  a  very  valuable  one  if  it  did  all  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  described,  particularly 
as  it  would  put  the  whole  of  the  mining  law, 
which  was  now  spread  over  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen Acts,  into  one.  Up  to  the  present  time 
two  systems  of  mining  had  been  carried  on  in 
the  colony— one  in  Auckland  under  the  Gold- 
mining  Districts  Act,  and  the  other  in  the 
South  Island  under  the  Mines  Act.  He  trusted 
they  would  find  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
would  harmonize  with  the  decisions  which  had 
l)een  given  in  the  Courts  under  the  old  Acts, 
which  were  now  thoroughly  understood  by  the 
miners.  He  would  not  at  present  express  any 
positive  opinion  on  the  different  parts  of  the 
Bill.  He  noticed  that  there  were  many  re- 
.strictions  proposed  on  mining  which  did  not 
exurfe  now :  but  this  part  of  the  Bill  he  would 
•carefully  examine  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 
The  Hon.   Sir  P.  W HIT AKER.— This  Bill 
—the  Settled  Land  Bill — has  been  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Government ;  but,  as  I  had  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  subject  in  former 
years,  it  was   requested   that   I  should  take 
eliaige  of  it,  and  I  agreed  to  do  so.    A  good  deal 
of  complaint  has  been  made  by  honourable 
members  as  to  delay  in  proceeding  with  this 
measure.    There   has  been  very  considerable 
42elay;  but  I  am  not  responsible  for  it.    In  con- 
nection with  that,  I  wish  to  mention  one  point 
which  has  caused  some  of  the  delay,  land  I 
mention  it  because  the  subject  of  it  is  one  on 
which  you  may.  Sir,  give  us  your  opinion.    The 
BUI,  as  it  was  originally  asked  to  be  introduced, 
^ras  intituled  "  The  Settled  Land  Act,  1886 ;" 
bat,  in  the  course  of  passing  through  the  press 
—by  whom  it  was  inserted  I  do  not  know — it 
became  intituled  "  The  Alienation  of  Settled 
Land  Act,  1880,"  and  it  so  came  here,  and 
iot  two  or  three   days   the   Clerk  —  whether 
lijghtly  or  wrongly  —  it   appeared  took  upon 
himself  not   to   distribute   the    Bill,   but   he 
kept  it  back.    Now,  I  think  that  was  wrong ; 
that  the  Clerk  exceeded  his  functions  and  his 
duty  in  interfering  with  a  member's  Bill  and 
keeping  back  its  distribution.    It  would  have 
been  quite  proper  to  have  brought  the  subject 
Qnder  your  notice,  Sir ;  and  that,  I  take  it, 
should  have  been  done  under  the  circumstances, 
but  I  think  honourable  members  should  not  be 
subject  to  have  their  Bills  kept  back  from  dis- 
tribution by  the  Clerk.    I  have  no  more  to  say 
on  that  subject,  but  I  have  thought  it  right  to 
mention  it,  and  there  I  leave  it.    The  Bill  I 
bold  in  my  hand  is  part  of  a  Bill  brought  into 
the  Assembly  in  1883    in    the  name  of  Mr. 
^^oUy.    It  was  a  Bill  which  I  had  had  pre- 
pwed  for  that  session  of  the  Assembly,  and 


in  bringing  it  in  on  the  present  occasion  a 
good  deal  has  been  omitted ;  but  that  does 
not  impair  the  principle  of  the  measure,  nor 
does  it  impair  the  operation  of  its  operative 
clauses.  The  portion  which  has  been  omitted 
is  that  which  refers  to  leases,  for  which  due 
provision  has  been  made  in  the  Act  of  1865, 
and  amended,  I  think,  in  1879.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  that  should  be  introduced,  be- 
cause we  have  a  sufficient  provision  with  re- 
ference to  leases,  though,  on  the  whole,  I 
should  have  thought  it  better  to  have  the  whole 
law  upon  this  subject  consolidated.  The  Bill 
which  I  ask  the  Council  to  read  a  second  time 
to-night  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving some  difficulties  and  some  evils  that 
exist  in  reference  to  settled  land.  First  of  all, 
let  us  consider,  shortly,  what  the  ovils  are  it  is 
intended  to  remedy  by  this  Bill.  Honourable 
members  are  no  doubt  aware  that  it  is  quite 
competent  at  the  present  day  to  tie  up  pro- 
perty for  a  very  great  length  of  time.  A  few 
years  ago — fifty  or  sixty  years  ago — it  was  per- 
fectly competent  to  tie  it  up  much  farther 
than  you  can  now,  ojad  that  power  was  found 
to  be  so  injurious  that  provision  was  made  by 
an  Act  caJled  Thellusson's  Act,  because  that 
was  the  name  of  a  rich  man  who  tied  up  pro- 
perty in  such  a  way  and  for  such  a  length  of 
time  that  in  the  number  of  years  before  it  be- 
came distributable  it  might  have  exceeded  in 
amount  the  National  Debt.  To  get  rid  of  that 
evil  it  was  provided  that  property  should  not 
be  tied  up  for  a  longer  time  than  a  life  or 
lives  in  being  and  twenty-one  years  afterwards. 
But  even  that  provision  allowed  property  to  be 
kept  back  from  being  utilized  for  seventy,  eighty, 
or  even  possibly  a  hundred  years ;  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  many  estates  have  been  tied 
up  very  much  to  the  detriment  of  those  who 
were  to  receive  a  life-interest  in  them,  often 
not  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  came  after- 
wards, and  certainly  injuriously  to  the  public 
interest.  I  would  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
to  consider  what  it  is  to  tie  up  lands  in 
this  country ;  because  it  is,  I  think,  a  ques- 
tion of  a  very  much  more  serious  charac- 
ter here  than  it  is  even  in  England.  In 
England  a  Bill  of  this  character  has  been 
passed,  and  the  Bill  that  I  hold  in  my  hand 
to-night  is  the  law  of  England  at  the  present 
time.  The  whole  system,  at  the  present  day, 
runs  in  the  direction  of  making  the  lajid,  as 
any  other  property,  disposable  of  at  any  time. 
I  would  ask  honourable  members  to  take  the 
different  descriptions  of  property  and  see  the 
effect  of  tying  that  property  up  for  a  long 
period.  Take,  for  instance,  town  land.  A  man 
is  possessed  of  an  acre  of  land  in  the  middle 
of  an  important  town:  it  is  not  built  upon, 
and  is  letable  only  at  a  very  small  rent. 
Well,  now,  if  that  property  is  tied  up,  what 
is  to  be  done  with  it?  The  person  who  is 
entitled  to  a  life  -  interest  in  the  property  is 
not  in  a  position  to  spend  money  upon  it, 
because  he  would  bo  sinking  capital  upon  it, 
and  it  goes  away,  possibly,  at  the  end  of  his 
life,  in  a  direction  that  he,  at  any  rate,  does 
not  desire.    We  find  that  tliere  arc  numeroua 
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instances  in  which  land  of  that  description  is 
tied  UT>.  We  find,  also,  in  suburban  land  the 
same  aifficultv  arising :  it  is  tied  up  and  can- 
not bo  utilized  to  an  extent  which  would  bene- 
fit those  particularly  interested,  nor  does  it 
benefit  tlio  public.  Then,  with  regard  to  coun- 
try lands  the  evil  is  still  a  great  deal  worse,  for 
^ou  get  a  considerable  estate  of  unimproved 
and  that  cannot  be  improved.  It  belongs  to  a 
person  having  only  a  life-estate  in  it,  and,  sup- 
posing he  has  money,  he  may  not  be  disposed 
to  spend  it  on  the  land  ;  and,  probably,  it  may 
belong  to  a  person  who  has  no  money  at  all  to 
improve  it,  and  it  remains  idle  for  a  very  long 
time.  Nothing  beneficial  can  bo  done  with  the 
land,  and  no  good  can  come  from  it;  and  I 
think  that  is  a  serious  matter,  both  as  regards 
the  person  entitled  to  the  occupation  and 
use  of  it  for  his  life,  and  for  those  who  will 
come  after  him.  It  would  be  very  much 
better  for  all  that  this  property  should  be 
allowed  to  come  into  the  market  and  be 
sold,  and  the  money  invested  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  have  the  life-estate,  because  they 
would  be  benefited  by  getting  an  income  from 
tlic  money  in  the  shape  of  interest,  and  the 
propt  rty  itself  would  probably  fall  into  the 
hands  of  some  one  who  would  improve  it,  with 
benefit  to  the  community  generally.  During 
my  experience  I  have  met  with  several  in- 
stances of  the  evils  which  have  arisen  in  con- 
sequence of  this  tying-up  of  land.  Not  many 
years  ago  I  was  engaged  in  a  case  before  the 
Court  at  Auckland,  in  which  a  gentleman  had 
left  his  estate  of  £70,000  or  £SO,(X)0,  meaning 
to  tie  it  up  for  as  long  as  was  pt)ssible.  He  had 
a  number  of  children,  and  the  children  got  a 
very  small  income  from  the  property.  Some  of 
it  was  uncultivated  land,  producing  nothing 
at  all,  and  the  children  were,  in  fact — I  will 
not  say  starving,  but  perhaps  not  very  much 
bett»r:  they  had  barely  enoUv:h  to  live  upon — 
ami  this  nropoity  was  to  aecu:i;ulate  for  eighty 
years  probably.  I  ask  if  tliat  is  a  state  of  things 
that  we  should  encourage,  or  a  state  of  things 
that  wc  can  think  right.  It  so  hap^vned  in 
that  instiuiee  that  the  gtntleman  who  made 
the  will  overshot  the  nuirk :  he  attempted 
to  lie  it  up  for  a  little  longer  than  the  law 
allowed,  and,  when  the  nuiiter  came  to  be 
looketl  into  and  was  brouglit  befi>re  the  Court, 
It  NNax  found  that  ho  had  exeetded  the  statute, 
and  the  wlu^le  settlement  \\as  void,  except  one 
portion  of  it  \Nhieh  enabled  the  property  to  Ih^ 
ilisUihuted  amongst  the  parties  at  the  end  of 
five  years :  and  the  consequence  was  that  the 
parties  who  were  entitled  to  t!»o  pr«.i}M»riy  had 
eiMufortable  incomes  which  they  are  at  present 
enjo\ing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  honoun\ble 
gentlemen  will,  if  they  think  of  it,  find  that 
theix^  are  many  instances  of  that  kind  througli- 
out  the  colony.  I  know,  niyseit,  of  three 
or  four  of  a  sJimilar  chan\eter,  where  prvv 
]vrty  has  Kvn  tie^l  up  so  that  the  tenant 
(or  iifo  b:\s  rtveiviHl  hai\lly  any  or  \iTy  nio- 
ilersite  inten^st,  »\nd  the  piv^xTty  is  tiovl  up 
in  oixier  to  Innietit  persons  at  a  future  time, 
pn^lHvblv  forty  or  fifty  years  from  the  present 
tune  \  sav  that  it  w'nol  well  that  puMxrty 
Hon.  Sir  r.  WhitAjltr 


should  be  tied  up  in  this  way,  and  therefonl 
think  we  should  deal  with  this  question,  an! 
deal  with  it  speedily.  I  wish  honooxable  ment- 
bers  to  understand  that  this  isnoquestianrf 
making  provision  for  families.  There  wOl  itifl 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  such  pn)> 
vision ;  for  property  may  be  left.  The  only  ques- 
tion is.  Is  it  essential  that  the  property  shoald 
remain  in  the  shape  of  land  ?  If  the  land  is 
sold  the  money  is  invested,  and  the  parties 
who  are  life- ten  ants,  and,  after  them,  those 
who  are  intended  to  be  benefited,  will  also  get 
the  money.  I  cannot  understand  why  ma 
should,  probably  for  the  sake  of  those  wham 
they  have  never  seen,  who  may  hereafter  be 
bom,  desire  to  so  deal  with  their  piopertj 
that  they  will  be  benefited  at  the  expensed 
those  who  are  more  nearly  allied  to  theza. 
That  is  a  peculiarity  in  tying  up  land  of  thsX 
description  which  I  have  never  been  able  to 
understand.  In  England  the  matter  has  been 
found  to  be  of  so  serious  a  nature  that  an  Act 
was  passed  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  has  heax 
operating  advantageously  ever  since.  Kot, 
when  we  look  at  Ireland,  what  do  we  see 
there  ?  One  great  evil  that  has  existed  there, 
which  has  contributed  more  than  anything  else 
to  bring  about  the  present  state  of  things,  has 
been  the  landed  question.  Large  properties 
are  tied  up ;  the  tenants  for  life  cannot  improre 
them ;  nothing  can  be  done  advantageously  for 
those  enjoying  the  present  possession  or  for 
those  who  come  hereafter.  During  the  lastictr 
years  Land  Courts  have  been  estabUshcd  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  untying  those  settle* 
ments.  So  far  as  that  has  gone  it  has  been 
found  to  be  very  beneficial.  \Ve  have  not  get 
into  that  state  here  at  present ;  but  if  we  go  o& 
as  we  are  going  wc  shall  get  there  in  the  end; 
and  it  is  very  much  better  now  that  wo  should 
prevent  it  than  attempt  to  cure  it  hereafter. 
I  have  always  been  desirous  that  some  legWa- 
tion  should  take  place  on  this  subject,  acd 
in  1881  I  introduced  a  Bill  of  a  much  more 
sweeping  character  than  the  present  one.  U 
went  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  vbo 
thought  it  was  premature,  and  it  was  put  of 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  better  to  ps« 
it  in  a  future  session,  because  the  public  woali 
then  know  something  about  it.  I  have  knowa 
of  no  instance  in  which  the  public  have  tsktu 
any  interest  in  such  a  Bill  that  has  been  so 
postponed.  In  lb81  it  was  said  that  the  public 
should  know  all  about  a  Bill  of  this  character. 
and  it  has  been  before  the  Legislature  nc&rlr 
every  year  since  ;  and  I  want  to  know  how  f»r 
tlie  public  have  taken  any  interest  in  it.  hi 
IvVv^,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  great  many  of  the 
objections  made  to  the  original  Bill  —  vhich 
I  believe  was  a  better  one  than  the  present 
measure,  and  which  will  yet  be  adopted— I 
i*euuced  it  to  that  which  is  now  before  the  Good- 
cil.  This  Bill  has  been  drawn  on  the  modd 
of  tlie  Act  in  force  in  England  at  the  present 
time.  Tiie  latter  was  brought  in  by  Lord 
Caixn*.  and.  when  one  is  accused  of  being  Ultra- 
liiH  ral  and  Radical  in  bringing  in  measures  d 
iliiN  kind.  I  would  point  out  that  there  was  o^ 
more  eminent  Conservative  for  many  years  thaa 
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Ixxrd  Cairns,  and  he  might  well  be  trusted  not  to 
deal  nnreasonably  with  landed  property  in  any 
shape  whatever.    A  still  stronger  recommenda- 
tion Is  that  all  that  was  expected  from  the  Bill 
is  being  realized  now.    I  say  that  we  ought  will- 
ingly to  follow  the  example  that  has  been  set 
ns  ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  example  was  not  set 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  and  we  should  not 
«^crience  the  opposition  that  is  now  offered  to 
this  reform.    I  would  ask  the  Council  to  fairly 
consider  the  question,  and  turn  over  in  their 
minds  the  instances  which  I  am  sure  many  of 
them  can  remember  of  the  difficulties  in  which 
many  families  are  placed. by  strict  settlement 
of  land.    This  is  an  evil  absolutely  essential 
to  be  dealt  with  speedily.    The  important  pro- 
visions are  contained  in  the  2nd,  drd,  and  7th 
clauses.    The  2nd  clause  provides  what  shall 
he  the  definition  of  "  settlement "  and  "  tenant 
for  life."  "  Tenant  for  life  "  simply  means  a  per- 
son in  whom  an  estate  is  vested  for  his  lifetime, 
with  remainders  to  his  children,  or  some  other 
person,  or  to  children's  children  after  them. 
That  is  the  description  of  document  we  have 
to  deal  with — a  document  which  ties  up  pro- 
perty as  far  as  possible.     In  my  practice   I 
am  frequently  asked  to  tie  up  properties  to  the 
Inllest  extent.    You  can  never  tell  exactly  the 
number  of  years,  as  it  may  vary  from  fifty  up 
to  even  a  hundred  years.    The  mode  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  remedy  the  evil  will  be  seen  in 
section  3,  which  provides — "  A  tenant  for  life 
may  sell  the  settled  land,  or  any  part  thereof, 
or  any  easement,  right,  or  privilege  of  any  kind 
over  or  in  relation  to  the  same."    That  gives 
power  to  the  tenant  for  life  to  dispose  of  the 
land.    Would  not  that  be  advantageous  to  a 
^at  deal  of  the  property  which  we  know  to  be 
tied  up  at  the  present  time  ?    There  are  pro- 
perties tied  up  that  are  yielding  comparatively 
little  or  nothing,   but  which,  if  sold,  would 
produce  a  large  and  valuable  income,  which 
voold   benefit    those    intended    to    be    bene- 
iited,  instead  of  obliging  them  to  look  at  a 
dreary  piece  of   waste    land  that  cannot  be 
made  to  produce  revenue.    Every  precaution 
is  taken  as  to  how  the  proceeds  are  to  be 
dealt  with  afterwards.     The  same  evil  with 
I'egard  to  land  does  not  exist  with  regard  to 
money.     Money  cannot  bo  tied  up  for  more 
than   lives    in    being    and    twenty-one    years 
afterwards ;   but  it  may  be  tied  up  for  that 
length  of  time,  and  surely  that  is  conceding 
enough  to  gentlemen  who  wish  to  make  provi- 
sion for  their  families.    The  money  can  be  tied 
up  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  if  they  think 
fit.    It  is  not  proposed  in  this  Bill  to  afiect 
settlements  of  money  invested  in  the  funds  or 
in  other  ways.    It  is  not  proposed  to  interfere 
^th  anything  but  land,  and,  of  course,  that  is 
totally  different  in    its    nature  from  money, 
t^ecanse  money  invested   in  that  way  simply 
Stings  in  its  income,  while  landed  property  has 
often  to  be  dealt  with  in  some  way  or  another  to 
produce  income.    We  know  instances  at  the 
freient  time  in  which  landed  property  tied  up 
m  the  manner  I  have  described  is  allowed  by 
the  tenant  for  life  to  go  out  of  repair,  either 
Ucause  he  has  no  money  to  spend  on  it,  or 


because  he  is  not  disposed  to  spend  money 
upon  it  for  some  reason  or  another.  This  state 
of  affairs  is  detrimental  to  the  life-estate,  and 
it  if.  detrimental  to  the  public  interest ;  and,  if 
such  property  could  be  dealt  with  under  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  the  property  could  be  sold,  to  the 
advantage  of  those  entitled  to  an  income,  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  and  not  to  the 
detriment  of  any  one.  It  might  be  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  disadvantageous  to  some  distant 
person  in  whose  interest  property  might  be  tied 
up  to  accumulate  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  present  day  to  discourage 
tying  up  property  in  that  way.  Of  course,  it 
would  be  an  unusual  thing  to  do  this  if  we 
did  not  make  full,  sufficient,  and  proper  pro- 
vision for  dealing  with  the  money  when  it  is 
realized ;  and  therefore  the  Bill  goes  on  to  pro- 
vide, in  clause  7,  that  the  capital  is  not  to  be 
paid  to  the  tenant  for  life.  He  has  no  right 
to  touch  it.  But  he  is  the  person  who  has  the 
greatest  interest  in  realizing  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, because  the  interest  he  is  enjoying  is  that 
of  present  income ;  therefore  it  is  left  to  him  to 
mc^e  the  best  he  cstn  of  it  *  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  is  not  allowed  in  any  way  to  get  the 
capital.  In  the  majority  of  cases  all  estates 
are  ticl  up  through  trustees,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  life  estates  where  there  are  no 
trustees,  where  simply  a  life-interest  is  given 
with  the  remainder  to  other  persons  afterwards, 
and  the  property  is  tied  up  as  regards  these 
particular  persons.  Then,  the  tenant  for  life 
being  the  person  who  is  most  interested  of  all 
— for,  though  there  may  be  trustees,  very  pro- 
bably the  trustees  have  not  the  same  interest 
in  realizing,  not  the  same  interest  in  dealing 
with  the  property  to  the  best  advantage  as  the 
tenant  for  life — it  would  be  better,  under  all 
circumstances,  for  the  tenant  for  life  to  have 
the  management  of  the  sale  if  it  is  to  be  sold. 
But  of  course  it  would  be  improper  that  the 
money  should  be  at  his  disposal.  Therefore 
provision  is  made  for  this  :  If  there  are  trustees 
— it  is  clearly  stated  that  there  must  be  more 
trustees  than  one,  and,  if  there  are  not 
more  than  one,  then  another  must  be  ap- 
pointed—  the  money  must  be  invested  by 
thoso  trustees.  If  there  are  no  trustees  at  all, 
then  it  must  be  paid  entire  into  Court,  and  it 
is  invested  under  the  direction  of  the  Court. 
I  think  reasonable  precaution  is  thus  taken  to 
guard  the  interests  of  those  who  are  deriving 
benefit  from  the  estate— that  is  to  say,  the 
tenant  for  life — by  giving  him  the  charge  and 
management  of  the  sale ;  and  sufficient  care 
i^>  also  taken  that  the  money  shall  be  well 
i  ivested  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
;  i  come  after  him.  It  appears  to  me  that  that 
is  a  riost  reasonable  way  of  dealing  with  a 
subject  of  this  kind.  Those  are  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Bill  proceeds.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  detail  in  the  Bill,  because  there 
are  a  great  many  contingencies  to  be  pro- 
vided for ;  but  all  the  details  go  in  the  same 
direction  of  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
land,  and  for  tying  up  the  money  in  per- 
fect safety.  It  does  appear  to  me,  under 
all  the  circunjLstances  that  exist  here  at  the 
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present  time,  that  there  is  good  reason  for 
passing  some  snch  law  as  this ;  and  I  do  hope 
that  this  Bill  will  he  allowed  to  pass  by  the 
Council,  and  that  it  will  also  he  SM^ccpted  by 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  There 
-was,  I  am  aware,  a  considerable  feeling  among 
the  lawyers  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature when  I  introduced  a  similar  Bill  in  1881. 
They  were  very  much,  many  of  them,  opposed 
to  it.  I  do  not  say  that  they  had  any  personal 
interest  in  it ;  but  lawyers,  so  far  as  their  pro- 
fession is  concerned,  are  conservative  in  charac- 
ter. There  is  no  doubt  that  this  Bill  is  an 
innovation,  but  it  is  not  an  innovation  so  far  as 
concerns  the  countries  we  come  from — England 
and  Ireland.  The  principle  is  admitted  there 
and  acted  upon  ever}^  day,  and  I  think  that  the 
sooner  we  follow  their  example  the  better.  I 
will  not  go  through  all  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  because  when  we  go  into  Committee — if  I 
am  allowed  to  get  into  Committee  with  the  Bill 
— I  shall  be  prepared  to  explain  all  these 
clauses ;  but  I  think  I  have  explained  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  allow  the  person  entitled 
to  a  life-estate  to  make  the  best  he  can  of  his 
property ;  and  also  to  take  care  that  the  money, 
when  n.n  estate  is  sold,  shall  be  tied  up  in  the 
best  possible  way  that  can  bo  devised  in  the  in- 
terest of  those  who  come  after.  I  hope  that 
the  Council  will  read  the  Bill  a  second  time, 
and  that  we  shall  pass  a  measure  which  will  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  present  tenants  for 
life,  to  those  who  come  after  them,  and  to  the 
public  at  large. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  trust  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  will 
pardon  me  if  I  point  out  some  difficulties 
which  present  themselves  to  me.  It  is  true 
that  the  Bill  presents  many  complexities  to  the 
layman  ;  and,  while  I  understand  it  better  now 
than  I  did,  still  I  admit  that  I  am  somewhat 
in  a  ma^e  as  to  the  security  of  the  machinery 
provided  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
measure.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  principle ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  tliat  there  are  two  dangers 
likely  to  arise.  The  first  is  that  it  is  quite 
possible  for  the  tenant  for  life  to  accept  a  lump 
sum  of  money  to  sell  in  a  low  market,  so  that 
the  estate  may  be  obtained  to  the  advantage  of 
the  buyer ;  and  he  can  put  that  lump  sum  into 
his  pocket,  no  one  being  the  wiser,  in  compen- 
sation for  his  diminished  life-interest  in  the 
capital  when  invested  afresh.  Then,  there  is 
this  other  difficulty :  I  see  the  Bill  lays  down 
clearly  that  there  must  be  two  trustees  ap- 
pointed, with  the  object  of  protecting  the 
capital  when  realized  by  sale ;  yet  in  clause  15 
it  is  provided  that,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
the  responsibility  of  the  trustees  shall  not  be 
such  as  usually  recommends  itself  to  the  public 
in  similar  cases.     Here  is  the  clause : — 

"Each  person  who  is  for  the  time  being 
trustee  of  a  settlement  is  answerable  for  what 
he  actually  receives  only  (notwithstajiding  his 
signing  any  receipt  for  conformity),  and  in  re- 
spect of  his  own  acts,  receipts,  and  defaults 
only,  and  is  not  answerable  in  respect  of  those 
of  any  other  trustee,  or  of  any  banker,  broker, 
or  other  person,  or  for  the  insufficiency  or  de- 
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ficiency  of  any  securities,  or  for  any  loss  est 
happening  through  his  own  wilful  detaulL"       i 

I  do  not  object  to  his  not  being  answenUe  ] 
for  bankers,  brokers,  and  others ;  but  I  thisk, 
when  he  gives  a  receipt  pro  form&t  he  iB  gniltj  i 
of  wilful  neglect,  and  going  very  far  to«m& 
doing  away  with  the  advantage  of  tvo  trus- 
tees. I  presume  the  clause  is  intended  to  & 
away  witn  the  difficulty  of  getting  two  trasles 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  getting  the  assent 
of  each  to  every  detail  and  each  p&rdeaiar 
transaction.  If  the  necessity  exist  for  cbthisg 
trustees  with  power  to  act  independently,  th&s 
is  a  matter  which  should  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Council.  Again,  clause  17  gives 
power  to  trustees  to  reimburse  themselves  cm 
of  the  trust  property  all  expenses  propeiiy  in- 
curred by  them.  I  admit  that  is  a  claBse 
which,  probably,  I  have  no  right  to  take  excep- 
tion to :  still,  it  is  not  unfitting  to  draw  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  to  the  con- 
flict which  exists  between  the  principles  in- 
volved, tending  to  the  dissipation  of  the  capital 
in  transit.  The  first  principle  is  the  rea]izati<»i 
of  landed  property  at  any  time  in  the  interest 
of  the  estate — to  which  I  subscribe ;  and  the 
next  is  that  for  the  protection  of  the  capital 
there  shall  be  two  trustees,  and  yet  we  are  pro- 
ceeding to  establish  machinery  by  which  the 
responsibility  of  these  two  trustees  is  reduced 
to  the  responsibility  of  one,  and  proriding  easy 
machinery  for  the  remuneration  of  both. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  feel  great 
diffidence  in  addressing  any  observations  to  the 
Council  on  such  an  important  measure  as  this; 
but,  inasmuch  as  I  am  quite  free  from  any 
prejudice  in  relation  to  the  Bill,  I  think  I  nay 
fairly  do  so.  The  object  of  the  honowahU 
gentleman  who  has  introduced  the  Bill  ist» 
prevent  the  locking-up  of  land  as  at  preseoL 
If  Ififcnd  is  now  left  to  an  indiridual  for  hi* 
life  he  might  possibly  receive  nothing  fn® 
it ;  but  the  passing  of  this  Bill  would  reliew 
him  of  that  disability.  He  could  sell  the  land 
and  invest  the  capital  in  some  other  way  that 
might  be  more  remunerative.  So  far  as  ^ 
goes,  I  am  at  one  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  but,  still,  I  have  some  doubts  about  the 
matter,  because  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
moving  the  second  reading,  did  not  set  forei 
the  provisions  in  so  clear  a  manner  as  m 
generally  does.  He  gave  us  to  understand  that 
this  is  a  copy  of  the  English  Act :  but  it  is  not 
so.  There  are  sixty-five  clauses  in  the  Engli» 
Act  of  1882,  and  there  are  only  thirty-fo^ 
clauses  in  this.  What,  then,  has  become  of 
the  remaining  thirty-one  clauses?  Nonew 
these  clauses  comprises  two  clauses  of  the 
English  Act ;  and,  what  is  worse,  the  clan^ 
of  this  Bill  are  not  in  the  same  wonis  as  tw 
corresponding  clauses  of  the  English  AC^ 
while  there  is  no  part  of  the  amending  A» 
of  1884  in  this  Bill.  It  must  have  been  oft- 
served,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  «tf 
moving  the  second  reading,  that  the  tone  « 
his  speech  throughout  was  that  of  ft.?^ 
who  anticipated  a  great  deal  of  opposiBO»*J 
his  measure,  for  every  now  and  then  » 
answered  objections  which  he  appeared  to  ^^ 
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pect  would  be  raised.    I  do  not  object  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  at  all.    What  I  object  to 
IS  trying  to  pass  it  so  hurriedly.    I  am  afraid 
that  the  Bill  is  clipped  from  the  English  Act 
in  such  a  way  that  it  will  probably  fall  short  of 
earrying  out  the  intention  of  my  honourable 
friend,  or  it  may  go  too  far,  and  either  of 
these  would  be  a  great  mistake.    In  the  Eng- 
lish Act  many  things  are  provided  for  which 
ar*  not  provided  for  here.    The  English  Act  pro- 
vides for  exchange  and  partition.    It  may  hap- 
pen that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  value 
o!  the  land  taken  and  that  of  the  land  parted 
with,  and  in  that  case  it  provides  for  the  mort- 
gage of  the  land  by  the  tenant  for  life  to  pay 
the  difference  between  the  two  values.    It  may 
be  that  there  are  other  purposes  for  which  ho 
might  mortgage.    But  all  these  things  are  cut 
oat  from  this  Bill,  and  the  tenant  for  life  is 
left  with  a  general  power  to  mortgage,  while 
the  special  limitation  of  that  power  provided 
by  the  English  Act  is  omitted.    Ho  has  power 
to  mortgage  his  life-interest  in  the  estate  at 
the  present  time.      Then,  if  all  the  special 
purposes   for  which    the  power  to  mortgage 
is  given  by  the  English  Act  are  left  out,  I 
a^k,  what  reason  is   there   for  including  in 
this  Bill  a  power  to  mortgage  ?    When  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  to  our  notice  the  honourable 
g-ntleman  cited  the  position  of  land  in  Eng- 
liuid  and  Ireland,  and  said  it  was  a  pity  that 
this  measure  hod  not  been  introduced  some 
time  ago,  and  the  sooner  it  was  passed  now  the 
Wtter,  for  if  it  were  put  off  there  might  be  a 
great  deal  of  opposition  to  it.     He  tried  to  show 
that  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  tenant 
for  life ;  and  in  that  I  agree  with  him.    He  said 
it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  public  at 
large, — and  I  do  not  know  that  I  differ  from 
hita  on  that  point ;   but  I  ask  him,  where  is 
this  opposition  to  come  from,  if  everybody  is 
to  benefit  by  the  Bill  ?     Consequently,  what 
occasion  is  there  to  hurry  it  ?    The  honourable 
gentleman  has  cited  one  case  in  this  colony 
which  would  have  been  in  a  better  position 
if  this  measure  had  been  in  operation,  but 
he  has  not  mentioned  any  others.     I  cannot 
(^  any  sense  in  subsection  (4)  of  clause  10 
of  the  Bill.    I  ask  the  Council  to  pause  before 
it  paRses  a  measure   of   this   kind.      It  is  a 
measure  of  very  great  importance.     I  think  a 
Rreat  many  mistakes  will  be  found  in  it,  and  I 
hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  push 
it  to  a  second  reading  this  evening.     Let  us 
discuss   the  measure,   and    then  adjourn,   in 
order  to  allow  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
arc  not  here  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  a 
question  of  such  magnitude. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER. — Having  had  some 
experience  in  the  practical  operation  of  the 
Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Act— the 
Act  on  the  lines  of  wliich  this  Bill  is  framed — I 
•m  in  a  position  to  say  that  that  Act  has  been 
the  means  of  affording  great  relief.  The  Bill 
was  brought  in  by  Lord  Cairns  in  1877,  and  the 
Act  was  amended  in  1882.  It  is  worth  special 
remark  that  if  the  English  Ifan^ar^  is  searched 
it  will  be  found  that  no  debate  took  place  in 
either  House  in  1877  or  1882.    The  fact  of  the 


matter  is,  it  was  well  known  that  the  Act  waB 
an  absolute  necessity.  Tho  evils  which  had 
grown  up  were  of  such  magnitude  and  so 
numerous  that  an  Act  of  that  kind  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  I  do  not  seo  any  reason  why 
we  should  delay  the  passage  of  a  measure 
which,  as  I  say  from  my  own  personal  experi- 
ence, has  been  found  to  be  of  such  great  benefib 
at  Home.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  who  has 
evidently  carefully  studied  this  Bill,  has  put  his 
finger  on  some  of  the  objections  which  he  con- 
siders should  be  urged  against  it.  I  wish  to 
see  the  Bill  passed,  because  I  believe  it  is  a 
very  good  measure.  A  man  may  do  a  thing 
which  at  the  time  is  a  wise  and  judicious  act ; 
but,  owing  to  rapid  change  of  circumstances,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  it  may  prove  not  only 
not  a  benefit  to  himself  and  his  family,  but  an 
injury.  Therefore  there  should  be  some  such 
Act  as  this  on  the  Statute  Book.  If  I  were 
asked  what  I  consider  the  principal  difference 
between  the  Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates 
Act  and  this  Bill,  I  should  say  that,  under  the 
English  Act,  where  a  person  wishes  to  get  rid  of 
a  trust  he  has  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Chancery 
and  adduce  good  and  sufficient  grounds  for  the 
course  he  wishes  to  take.  If  the  Court  ap- 
proves of  those  reasons  it  takes  the  whole  mat- 
ter into  its  hands,  and  disposes  of  the  estate — it 
appoints  auctioneers,  and  receives  and  invests 
the  moneys.  The  tenant  for  life  has  no  more  to 
do  with  it  than  any  outsider,  except  that  he 
receives  the  interest  of  the  money  so  invested. 
I  apprehend  that  this  Bill  is  similar,  except 
that  it  gives  the  tenant  for  life  a  little  more 
power :  it  does  not  compel  him  to  show  good 
reasons  why  the  course  he  wishes  to  take  should 
be  allowed.  That  is  a  provision  I  would  not 
object  to  see  introduced  into  this  Bill ;  but  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  tho  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whi taker  is  right  in  saying  that,  if  we  do  not 
pass  the  Bill  now,  there  will  be  a  cry  for  it  very 
soon.  I  cannot  see  oiiy  reason  for  delay.  The 
Act  has  proved  beneficial  at  Home,  and  I  think 
it  would  prove  beneficial  here.  Cases  will,  no 
doubt,  arise  here  where  persons  who  have  had 
property  tied  up  by  the  wills  of  relatives  who 
wished  to  do  them  a  benefit,  so  far  from  re- 
ceiving a  benefit  will  receive  an  absolute 
injury  unless  the  law  as  to  settlement  is 
changed,  and  then  you  will  find  there  will  be  a 
great  necessity  for  such  a  Bill  as  this.  I  think 
there  has  really  been  no  objection  made  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  Let  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  and  then  tho  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  and  other  lawyers  can  explain  the 
various  details.  The  principle  is  as  simple  as 
ABC,  and  I  feel  extremely  glad  that  it  is  in 
my  power  to  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— Not  having  had  a 
legal  education,  and  not  having  what  is  called 
a  legal  mind,  naturally  I  approach  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  with  a  great  deal  of  diffidence:  at 
the  same  time,  I  should  not  like  to  let  the 
second  reading  pass  without  expressing  my 
views  on  tho  question.  A  good  deal  has  been 
said  about  tne  great  advantage  that  Lord 
Cairns's  Act  of  1882  has  been  to  the  community 
in  England,  and  it  has  boon  deduced  from  that 
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that  this  copy  of  Lord  Cainis's  Act  must 
necessarily  thereforo  be  of  as  great  advantage 
to  this  colony.  I  confess  I  do  not  see  the 
necessary  consequence.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man moved  tho  second  readme  of  the  Bill  in  a 
very  able  speech.  He  referred  to  the  great 
«vil»  that  have  followed  from  the  laws  of  settle- 
ment in  England:  and  no  doubt  they  are 
onormous.  To  those  laws  of  s«.  ttleu.ont.  and  to 
the  custom  and  laws  of  primogeniture,  may  be 
attributed  the  greater  part  of  the  enormous 
evils  from  which  tlie  lundid  inurcst  of  the  Old 
Country  Buffers  at  the  present  moment.  We 
8oe  there  the  lanilh»rds  steeped  to  tlie  lips  in 
debt»  their  tenants  s-.ruj::  ^lin;;  under  the  greatest 
difticultios»  scarcily  able  to  pay  the  renu 
\7bich  are  demanded  from  them ;  and  we  see 
the  labouring  agricultural  population  of  Eng- 
land in  a  state  of  semi-pauiH»rism  and  entirely 
dissociated  from  the  land.  I  do  not  know  that 
any  greater  evils  could  be  summed  up  thjin 
those,  as  the  result,  undoubtedly,  in  the  main, 
of  the  laws  of  st»ttlemtnt  and  the  laws  and 
0U8t<mi  of  primogeniture.  I  consider  that  this 
Bill  is  an  elTo rt  to  make  the  law  of  settltment 
easy,  and  to  get  rid  of  ^ome  of  the  di flic ul ties 
\7hieh  stand  in  the  wa>  in  this  countn*.  We 
have,  undoubtedly,  a  few  instances  already 
where  tho.so  wlio  are  acquainted  with  the 
circumstiuices  b<gin  to  ft  J.  the  evil  results 
of  putting  the  luus  of  stttkmtnt  into  force 
in  this  colony.  I  doubt  the  cxpcoieiicv  of 
bringing  in  a  Hill  to  renuiiv  in  a  partial  degree 
these  evils,  1  think  it  woulvl  l>e  far  U»ittr  for 
the  eommuniiy.  perhaps,  if  these  evils  were 
allowed  to  grow  to  a  lieu^l,  btoau^e  I  am  per- 
fectl\  ceituiiwf  llr.s:  that  wiun  theyl:ave  once 
been  reali.'evl  bv  uw  p;il'*.ie  i:i  t'.iis  Cs>lonY  ti:ey 
will  sweep  «\\.;^  eonioleuly  tl;e  laws  of  ti:e 
settlement  of  !.\n/.  — u:.\t  il:ey  will  not  allnv 
any  man,  either  by  act  during  liis  hfo  or  by 
will,  to  settle  land  bei\af:.  r.  The  wi:o!o  iv\'k 
of  fv^llowing  out  ihf  i\Ai:ir'.e  of  tht  OlvltVuntry 
and  carrying v^ut  the  piaeiice  of  the  stitUment 
of  land  m  l)iese  colvMiies  set  nis  to  me  lo  W 
simply  absurd.  1:  is  ontinly  contrary  lo  liie 
donuvr.^lic  sririt  of  tlu-o  col  nus,  aiul  w.r. 
never  be  submitted  to  m  tb.o  fx-.t.'.ro.  And  I 
think  it  wdl  Iv  f.ir  Kttcr  t.^  let  tli:i.g<  go  v-^u  as 
tlu  N  an^  aiui  grvnx  to  a  r.ead  in>:eo.v'*  o:..;to:iir:- 
iug  to  iuriia..\  r\nuviv  l>.e:u.  1  Ux^k  iorw.^rvi 
U>>  tlie  tune  when  tiic  piii»'.ic  will  aw.iko  to  the 
ovi'.s  v>f  the  Netti.nu:.;  ot  \u',t.  ar.d  wiil  put  a 
stop  I o  iho<o  eN.l-i:  Avd  i  Iv\^k  f.rwArvi  lo  tI:o 
time  \>hon  the  laws  of  the  vv.-iv^al  v^f  '.a::d  ,is 
thvV  {\5\»  now  in  ri.^r.v'o.  or  .\s  the  l\vi.e:i  laws 
mij^'.i  IV  in:r:o\v\i  ui>'^ii.  will  Uvoiuc  the  ".aws 
of  :ius  cv^ur.try.  l*.-.ou:h  1  h.'.Yo  l;;;lo  sv:r.r;\;:;y 
wit>.  to.is  Bi.U  I  jkU.u.  r.vS  o^^ix^o  il;e  s<.CvUvI 
reA.vr.ji. 

Tlio  Hon.  Pr.  IVT  I  VX.-Haxirg  -ixon  ::..> 
Bi'.'.  as  much  A::er.;.vn  ..s  1  c.^;*.'.  j;.\e  to  ::,  I 
came  mio  this  Cvur.o.i  to-:...,';;  \>.;h  a  vlvtcr- 
ininat.v^n  to  vou*  j'.jjai'.^.s;  :':.o  Svoor.vi  rva.lir..:. 
KNrause  I  did  no:  iir.ix  rs-t^itvi ::,  on  aocv^un:  of 
it*  cxtrynv.v '.y  t^oh:  teal  oharAot«.r.  . 'y  hon. ur- 
a>!c  friti.vi.rittir.:;.:  to  the  T-.-l  \xl:ul.ho  ;r.:r> 
cuv*v,\i  I;;:::>cl:  a*.  1n>I — tl.c  A..cr..4;,cu  v^:  L*r..l 
iJi.I — »a:d  he  tl,.o;:^l.;  u  wjk»  a  ixttcx  ti:La>utv 


than  this  one.  In  that  sentiment  I  entii^ 
agree  with  him.  It  was  set  forth  in  xhal 
Bill,  in  distinct  and  intelligible  tenns,  thi&  tte 
policy  of  this  country  in  the  future  ought  U 
bo  to  remove  entirely  every  restriction  on  tte 
alienation  of  land.  I  have  listened  with  bi 
terest  to  the  debate  on  this  subject  this  erea- 
ing,  and,  as  I  now  generally  approve  ol  thi 
principle  of  the  Bill,  I  have  altered  my  d»> 
termination,  and  mean  to  vote  for  the  seconS  I 
reading.  I 

The   Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.  -  That  tht  ! 
principle  contained  in  this  Bill  is  ono  to  U  ; 
approved  must  be  evident  to  every  hononnUt  j 
member  who  has  read  the  Bill  with  ottentioiL  ' 
I  have  read  the  Bill,  and  I  vcr}*  strongly  vp- 
prove  the  principle.     In  fact,  I  have  not  kean  { 
any  member  who  has  spoken  to-night  who  hM  ' 
not  approved  the  principle.    To  postpone  thi  | 
Bill  would  simply  mean  to  shelve  it  foe  thi  | 
present  se.<;sion,  and,  so  far  as  we  have  betii  \ 
to-night,  members  are  so  tmanimous  in  tbf 
opinion  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  right  i 
that  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  accord  it 
a  second  reading ;  and  any  improvements  thit 
may  be  desii*ed  could  be  effected  in  Committee; 
and  by  reading  it  a  second  time  we  shall  hsve 
done  something  towards  getting  it  made  Isv 
during  the   present   session.      I  have  alvsys 
held  that  land  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its 
priviUges.     I  think  the  necessity  for  such  • 
moA'-r.re   is  even   greater   here  than  it  is  ia 
Li.g:.uid.    Lands  there  are  improved  and  worth 
a  rent,  which  rent  can  be  taken  by  the  party 
having  the  life- in  terest;  but  in  the  majority  o( 
cases  here,  or,  at  all  events,  in  many  cases,  the 
land  is  in  a  st*\to  of  nature,  and  would  make  no 
return  to  tiie  life-tenant;   and  if  some  provi- 
sion of  tiiis  kind  is  not  made  in  the  lawoftho 
c».iintr>'  the   people   in  existence  would  enjoT 
no  bonent  ire  in  tiieir  life- tenancy,  and,  ts  btf 
I  betn  r.-n\^rkeJ  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whit- 
[  .ikir,  w.^iiM  r.ot  be  in  a  position,  even  if  Ihej" 

•  had  the  ui>jx^sition,  to  improve  the  property  M^ 
I  make  it  n.tum  Sv>mething  either  for  their  oTO 
'  Knetit  or  for  that  of  those  who  follow  thci^ 

For  tnese  re:iscas  I  shall  vote  for  the  secow 

j     Vf.e  Hrn.  Mr.   STE\'ENS.— I  support  the 

I  op::i:.n  t>.at  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  one 

:-..it  si.oii.i  bf  accepted;  and  I  cannot  agn« 

♦  with  my  I.cnvurable  friend  Mr.  Reeves  that 
,  it  is  t:;>.;r  nece->ary  or  desirable  to  w» 
'  v.n:;:  pv.l  ic  eu.'i: ranee  in  relation  to  this  snh- 

;ee:  is  i\V..\u.-:oa.     It  apj^ars  to  me  that  rt 

v\  ou'.sl  K  f..r  i  ^  ;t^  r  to  bogm  now  in  a  rcasouflhle 

I  wwv,  a::a  sitile  the  matter  as  quickly  as  pos- 

.  si.'ic,      I  -.iirvc  With  tiie  honourable gcntleintf 

.  who  h.\s  ;;;>:  stvken.  tir.it  the  necessity  fat  this 

.  Bi.l  w:.l  tv  .iToo.icr  in  this  country  thaninoo* 

of  o:.urc:..\r.-.cter,  ajii  particuhkrly  do  I  th^ 

so  b^c.\;:-e  of  il:c  gr.ai  relative  difference  he- 

:v»tvn  :l.t  l.asii-^-vjiluc  and  the  scIling-^°^' 

c>-.xv:ally  in  t..e  cac?*  of  suburban  propeii^ 

wh:oa  niuss  be  famuiar  to  Uie  minds  of  bob 

hor.v-;:»t  .»^  gt  r.:\  men.     Having  had  much  ff- 

pcr.cr.oe  f:r   many  vi-ars  in  connection  viin 

'!\r.A.  1  nius^s  say  ihax  that  experience  letdsT' 

d.>:^cilv  ;c  iha;  ccnclusion,  and  on  ail  | 
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'with  which  I  am  acquainted  I  think  the  Bill 
ifl  one  that  should  be  accepted.  There  were 
seveial  objections  raised  to  the  Bill  which  I  do 
not  propose  to  answer,  because  they  will  be 
very  much  more  effectively  answered  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  WhitaJier,  as  they  relate 
to  technical  questions ;  but  I  have  compared 
■this  Bill  carefully  with  the  English  Act,  and, 
if  the  English  Act  is  acceptable  to  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  took  exception,  I  tliink 
they  may,  with  safety,  accept  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  While,  however,  I  like  this  Bill 
generally,  I  must  say  there  were  provisions  in 
the  Bill  of  1881  of  Uie  honourable  gentleman 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  much  more 
satisfactory.  I  have  the  Bill  here.  One  ma- 
terial difference  that  I  can  see  brtween  the 
present  Bill  and  that  of  1881  is  thtit  the  lat- 
ter was  not  retrospective  in  its  character ;  and 
therefore  we  have  to  start  with  this  differ- 
ence :  that  the  Bill  of  1881  did  not  propose  to 
aSect  any  settlements  or  interests  arising  from 
the  settlement  of  land  prior  to  its  being  in- 
trodoced.  The  present  Bill,  I  understand,  is 
retrospective  in  its  character :  that  is  to  say,  it 
authorizes  the  sale  by  the  tenant  for  life  of 
properties  which  are  already  in  settlement.  I 
do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council 
further  than  to  say  that  I  think  this  question 
will  be  very  much  better  discussed  if  we  go 
into  Committee.  My  impression,  from  having 
^one  over  the  Bill  carefully,  is  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  it  will  bo  able 
,  to  effectually  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  points 
which  have  been  raised  or  are  likely  to  be 
raised  if  we  discuss  the  clauses  one  by  one. 
There  is  one  point  to  which  I  should  like  to 
call  attention.  I  wish  to  refer  to  section  G3  of 
Lord  Caims's  Act.  I  find  that,  by  the  Act  of 
1884,  the  powers,  as  I  understand  it,  conferred 
by  section  63  of  the  Act  of  1882  can  only  be 
exercised  by  the  will  of  the  Court.  I  think  it 
necessary  to  mention  that  to  my  honourablo 
friend,  in  order  that  when  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee he  may  be  able  to  tell  us  whether  the 
present  Bill  covers  the  same  ground  as  the 
Act  of  1884.  With  these  few  remarks,  I  hope 
the  Bill  will  be  allowed  to  go  into  Committee, 
and  eventually  be  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  am  glad  this 
Bill  has  come  before  us  in  the  shape  it  has, 
especially  as  it  is  a  copy  of  the  English  Act, 
which  I  know  has  been  found  of  very  great 
advantage  in  the  Old  Country.  Of  course,  in 
olden  times  the  law  of  entail  and  the  settle- 
ment of  property  may  have  been  of  use  in 
England,  but  it  is  quite  unsuitable  to  the  new 
countrj'-  in  which  we  are  living.  Therefore  I  am 
^Ud  that  this  Bill  will  prevent  land  being  tied 
up,  to  the  loss  of  all  parties  concerned.  There 
is  only  one  matter  of  detail  to  which  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge,  and  that  is  the  case  of  an 
infant  being  a  tenant  for  life.  In  that  case 
the  trustees  have  full  power  to  sell  imme- 
diately. I  think  it  ought  to  be  in  the  power  of 
the  infant  himself  to  apply  to  the  Court,  be- 
cause, supposing  the  trustee  is  not  on  friendly 
iterms  witn  him,  it  would  be  very  hard  for  a 


young  man  of  eighteen,  who  would  come  inta 
property  in  the  course  of  tlireo  years,  to  be 
perfectly  powerless,  and  to  see  the  estate  which 
would  come  to  him  sold,  and  that  he  should 
receive  a  sum  of  money  or  interest  instead.  I 
hope  that  alteration  will  be  made.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  second  reading. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  wish  to  explain 
to  the  Council  the  circumstances  attending  the 
non-distribution  of  a  Bill  with  another  title. 
This  Bill  appeared,  in  the  first  instance,  on  our 
Order  Paper  witji  the  same  title  as  it  has  now, 
"The  Settled  Land  Act."  It  was  introduced 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  a  transfer  of  the 
management  of  the  Bill  was  made  to  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  Then  there  was  a  Bill 
which  was  sent  for  distribution  with  a  different 
title,  '*  The  Alienation  of  Land  Act ;  "  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  who  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  subject,  appealed  to  the  Speaker,  and 
asked  if  this  was  a  new  Bill.  Seeing,  there- 
fore, that  it  struck  the  honourable  member,  as, 
I  think,  it  would  strike  anybody,  that  it  was  a 
different  Bill,  and  this  Bill  having  been  entered 
in  the  Journals  under  the  title  under  which 
the  authority  of  the  Council  was  given  to  in- 
troduce it,  and  a  new  Bill,  so  far  as  the  title 
was  concerned,  having  been  substituted,  the 
Clerk  declined  to  distribute  it,  feeling  it  beyond 
his  power  in  any  way  to  be  a  party  to  distribut- 
ing a  Bill  which  purported,  on  the  face  of  it,  to 
be  different  from  the  one  for  the  introduction 
of  which  the  authority  of  the  Council  had  been 
given.  He  did  that  without  any  reference  to 
me;  but  shortly  afterwards  he  referred  the 
question  to  me.  I  approved  of  what  he  had 
done,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  did  it  in  a  proper 
way.  I  would  remark  that  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Clerk,  and  also  of  the  Speaker, 
to  be  exceedingly  particular  with  regard  to 
being  no  parties  to  the  distribution  of  Bills  with 
any  alteration,  unless  the  alteration  has  been 
made  with  the  express  authority  of  the  Council, 
I  do  think  that  the  more  honourable  members 
look  at  the  question  the  more  important  it  will 
appear  that  nothing  that  might  be  regarded  as 
tampering  and  misleading  the  Council  with  re- 
gard to  the  identity  of  Bills  introduced  should 
occur.  Nothing  ought  to  bo  more  carefully 
guarded.  It  might  be  suggested  that  the  altera- 
tion did  not  amount  to  much,  and  could  have 
been  made  by  the  Clerk  defacing  with  his  pen 
certain  words,  and  substituting  for  them  the 
name  of  the  Bill  that  had  been  authorized  to 
be  introduced,  and  that  it  should  have  been  so 
distributed :  but  I  think  that  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  power  to  permit  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  to  exercise.  In  this  case  it  might  have 
made  no  difference,  but,  as  a  precedent,  I 
think  it  would  be  exceedingly  dangerous.  I 
would  say  to  the  Council,  inasmuch  as  the 
the  question  of  delay  havS  been  raised  this 
evening,  that,  in  fact,  the  Bill  as  altered  was 
distributed  last  Thursday ;  so  that,  in  reality, 
the  Council,  in  that  respect,  cannot  consider 
that  time  has  been  wasted  owing  to  the  non- 
distribution  of  the  Bill  without  further  inquiry. 
The  Council  has  had  this  Bill,  which  is  now 
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being  discussed,  in  its  possession  for  perusal  for 
six  days. 

Tho  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  — It  did  not 
require  that  any  words  should  be  substituted. 
This  Bill  was  introduced  without  the  word 
**  Alienation  "  in  the  title  of  it,  and  all  that 
was  required  was  that  that  word  should  be 
struck  out.  It  required  no  other  alteration 
whatever ;  and  my  complaint,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, was  that  it  was  not  communicated  to  me, 
so  that  I  could  have  struck  that  word  out,  as 
was  done  subsequently,  and  that  it  might  have 
been  distributed.  I  lost  two  or  three  days 
because  I  did  not  know  what  had  taken  place ; 
and  I  think  I  should,  at  all  events,  have  been 
informed  that  there  was  a  dilliculty  in  the  way 
of  distributing  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— If  there  has  been 
any  delay  in  communicating  with  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  that  is  a 
difliculty  which  ought  not  to  have  occurred ;  and 
care  should  be  taken,  and  ought  always  to  be 
taken,  that  the  member  in  charge  of  a  Bill  is 
the  lirst  to  be  informed  of  the  occurrence  of  any 
such  difficulty. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  2Sth  July,  1866. 

Fii"st  Kearlinps— Third  Readint;— Order  of  Business— 
Dimcdin  Volunteers— (iroat  South  Road.  Auck- 
land —  Auckland  Rifle-rnnge  —  Ophir  -  Tinker's 
Tolophono— Ciunifield'*—  Stani]>  Composition  by 
1 '.auks— Telegraph  OlHoes  —  Inspection  of  .Ma- 
eliinory— Ohinenmri  CioMfieM— Huh  Roads— 
1  MiKinoHlrivers an«l  Fironien— l)e  Harven's Settlc- 
inent—Mokau  River— Kuikoura  Post  Olhee  — lu- 
eiiiploje<i— AucklantlLeasohohlei-s— hni>oundinp 
A.  t— New  Zealau  i  At^ricuitiiral  Company— HIind 
liiNtitution— rerst>ns  eonnnitted  for  Trial— New 
Zealand  Loan  i'ill— Noiih  I<lnnd  Main  Trunk 
Railway  Loan  liill— New  Zealand  Loan  lUll. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PllAYERS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Public  Trust  Office  Hill,  (tovcmment  Life 
Insr.rance  Bill,  Property- tax  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  move,  with  the  leave 
of  the  Ilou^e,  That  for  the  romainvler  of  the 
session  Govornmont  business  have  precevlonce 
oti  Tliursdavs. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  ho^v  there  will  be 
some  exceptions  to  the  excUiNion  of  private 
mombors*  Bills.  Will  the  Ciovemment  make 
an  except ivMi  of  the  Public  Ad\iuicos  on  Laud 
Bill,  wliiv'li  is  a  very  important  mo:\sun?? 

Sir  R    srOUT.  —  If  the  business  pix^ceeds 

rapivUx .  I  hoiH>  we  shall  Ix*  i\Me  to  do  as  we  dia 

hist  sessiv^n  m  the  way  of  jjiv.ng  some  time  for 

private  monibors*  public  B:lls;   but  I  do  not 

ifoM.  the  ^jYti  \'cr 


think  local  Bills  will  have  much  opportanhjdEl 
coming  on.  i 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  hope  what  is  proposed  nip 
not  be  done.  Throughout  nearly  all  this  s»| 
sion  private  members  have  had  only  one  difj 
in  the  week,  the  second  being  taken  from  IheQl 
very  early  in  the  sossion.  I  do  trust  tkilj 
justice  will  be  done  to  private  members*  BiH^i 
and  that  the  House  will  support  me  in  oppoei^ 
the  motion  made  by  the  Government. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes.  47. 

AUwright 

Hatch 

Reese 

Bal  lance 

Hislop 

Richardson,  E. 

Beetham 

Hursthouse 

RoUeston 

Be  van 

Ivess 

Samuel 

B.-Bradshaw 

Johnston 

Stewart,  W.  a 

Bruce 

Kerr 

Sutter 

Bryce 

Lake 

Taylor 

Buckland,J.C 

.  Lance 

Tole 

Buckhmd,W.F.  Larnach 

Trimble 

Cculman 

Levestam 

Tumbull 

Conolly 

Macarthur 

Vogel 

Dodson 

IklcKenzie,  J. 

Walker 

Garrick 

Moat 

Whyte. 

Gore 

Montgomery 

TeOen. 

Guinness 

O'Caliaghan 

Go  wan 

Hamlin 

O'Conor 
Noes,  20. 

Hirst,  H. 

Atkinson 

Grey 

RichardsoQ,  (k 

Barron 

Hakuene 

Ross 

Buchanan 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Dargaville 

Newman 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Duncan 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Pearson 

Moss 

Fulton 

Reid 

Wilson. 

Majority  for, . 

27. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DUNEDIN  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Minister  rf 
Defence,  Whether  the  Government  will  p»- 
vide  the  Volunteers  in  and  around  DoneSft 
with  a  suitable  rifle-range?  Owing  to  ceituft 
alterations  that  had  taken  place  the  Volunteeit 
could  not  use  the  ranges  which  had  foimezly 
been  available  to  them,  and  thej  were  esr 
tremoly  anxious  that  some  provision  shooli 
be  made  whereby  a  new  rifle-range  could  bt 
secured  to  them.  He  understood  that  TahoBfr 
Park  would  be  available,  and  that  terms  ooofi 
be  come  to  with  the  trustees  of  that  park  ^ 
enable  the  Volunteers  to  have  the  use  of  it 
pretty  well  all  the  year  round,  except  on  show- 
days,  and  possibly  a  few  others.  He  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  able  to 
give  a  favourable  answer,  saying  that  a  pnptf 
rifle-range  would  be  provided  for  the  Volunte«B 
in  and  about  Duncdin. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  this  question  mi 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  department  at 
tlie  present  time.  Proposals  had  been  receiwi 
from  the  trustees  of  the  Tahuna  Parit,  asi 
inquiries  were  being  made  with  the  object  of 
acquiring  a  suitable  range.  It  was  necesstff 
that  the  local  community  should  pay  a  portica 
of  the  cost,  the  Government  subsidizing  ti» 
amount  collected  locally. 
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Mr.  BOSS  afiked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  render  such  assistance  to  the  Volunteers  of 
Dmiedin  and  suburbs  as  will  enable  them  to 
acquire  a  rifle  -  range  and  parade  -  ground  at 
Tahuna  Park  on  the  terms  offered  by  the  Otago 
Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Association?  He 
hoped  the  Minister  of  Defence  would  see  his 
way,  this  session,  to  comply  with  the  request 
made  to  him,  to  help  the  Volunteers  of  Dun- 
edin  to  secure  a  rifle-range  and  parade-ground. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  fourteen 
officers  of  the  various  corps  in  Dunedin,  in 
which  they  set  forth  the  matter  in  these  terms : 

"It  is  a  matter  in  which  the  Volunteers  of 
Dmiedin  and  suburbs  are  deeply  interested. 
At  present  they  suffer  very  much  from  the 
want  of  a  suitable  parade-ground ;  and,  when 
the  Harbour  Board x  sections  are  built  upon, 
they  will  be  absolutely  without  a  ground  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  the  city  upon  which 
to  hold  battalion  or  brigade  drill.  Such  a  posi- 
tion would  mean,  if  not  the  collapse  of  the 
Volunteer  force  so  far  as  Dunedin  is  concerned, 
at  all  events  that  the  Volunteers  here  would, 
in  the  matter  of  efficiency,  fall  very  much 
behind  the  Volunteers  in  the  other  centres  of 
the  colony.  Other  places  have  their  own 
paiade-grounds  given  to  them  by  the  Oovem- 
fflent.  It  is  true  that  the  present  Defence 
IGnister  has  asked  the  Volunteers  here  to 
point  out  to  him  Government  land  which  is 
suitable  for  their  purpose,  and  the  granting 
thereof  would  be  taken  into  consideration, 
fiat,  unfortunately,  there  is  not  either  in  or 
round'  about  Dunedin  any  Government  land 
which  is  at  all  suitable  for  their  purpose,  and 
the  only  way  Dunedin  can  be  put  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  other  places  is  by  accepting 
tach  an  offer  as  is  now  made  by  the  Tahuna 
Park  proprietors." 

He  thought  he  need  say  no  more. 

Mr.  BALLAKCE  said  he  had  to  give  the 
same  answer  to  this  question  as  he  had  given 
to  the  last. 

GREAT  SOUTH  ROAD,  AUCKLAND. 
Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Minister 
I  for  Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  an 
I  inquiry  to  be  held  into  the  present  arrange- 
ments for  the  maintenance  of  the  Great  South 
Bead,  Aucklajid,  with  a  view  to  putting  the 
management  of  the  same  on  a  more  satisfactory 
basis  ?  He  would  like  to  explain  to  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  that  a  certain  allocation  of 
responsibility  in  connection  with  the  main- 
tenance of  this  road  by  the  local  bodies  had 
been  gazetted.  He  understood  that  it  had  been 
gazetted  on  the  recommendation  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  parties  supposed  to  be  interested ; 
bat  the  notice  given  in  the  district  of  that 
meeting  was  very  insufficient,  and  the  result 
was  that  a  good  many  of  the  districts  interested 
were  not  represented,  and  the  allocation  made 
was  altoge^er  unworkable  and  unfair.  So 
much  was  this  the  case  that  the  road  was  now 
utterly  neglected ;  and  it  would  continue  to  be 
so,  unless  some  fresh  arrangement  were  made. 
There  were  two  counties  and  four  boroughs 


interested;  but  the  boroughs  escaped  alto^* 
gether,  and  the  allocation,  as  regarded  those 
bodies,  was  most  unjust.  It  was  a  matter 
which  could  only  be  settled  by  some  arrange- 
ment being  made  between  the  Government  and 
the  local  bodies.  Such  an  arrangement  had 
not  been  made  up  to  the  present  time ;  and 
he  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  the 
Assistant  Surveyor  -  General,  who  know  all 
about  the  subject,  should  be  instructed  by  the 
Government  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  to 
recommend  some  more  just  arrangement  than 
that  which  at  present  existed. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  last  session 
the  Grovernment  were  practically  directed  to  do 
away  with  tolls  on  this  road,  and  to  hand  the 
road  over  to  the  local  bodies ;  and  that  had 
been  done  by  Order  in  Council,  and  the  road 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  various  local  bodiea 
through  whose  territory  the  road  ran. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— But  it  is  a  most 
unfair  allocation. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  stated 
in  the  House  last  year  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  whatever  about  the  local  bodies, 
maintaining  the  road,  if  the  Government  would 
only  do  away  with  the  tolls.  This  had  been 
done,  the  local  bodies  were  informed  of  what 
was  to  be  done,  and  they  held  a  meeting  to- 
allocate  their  shares.  The  allocation  agreed 
to  at  the  meeting  was  gazetted,  and  that  was 
the  last  he  had  heard  of  the  matter  until  it 
was  now  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  House.  He  did  not  see  how 
the  Government  could  be  expected  to  intorfer& 
in  the  matter  further,  for  surely  the  locali 
bodies  were  capable  of  settling  a  matter  of  this 
kind  without  interference  from  the  Govern- 
ment. They  applied  to  have  the  road  placed 
in  their  hands,  and  that  was  done ;  and  he  did 
not  see  what  the  Government  had  to  do  further 
with  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  He  was  astonished  at 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  was  simply 
trying  to  evade  the  question  altogether.  The 
point  was  this  :  that  the  Government  had 
gazetted  an  allocation  which  was  altogether 
unfair  and  unworkable ;  and  at  the  time  it  was 
gazetted  the  Minister  must  have  known  that 
it  was  unfair  and  imworkable.  What  he  asked 
was  that  there  should  be  an  amendment  of  that, 
order,  so  that  all  the  local  bodies  should  be 
called  upon  to  manage,  and  contribute  to  the 
cost  of  management  of,  the  road  in  something 
like  fair  proportion.  He  did  not  ask  the  Go- 
vernment for  a  single  penny;  but  what  ha 
objected  to  was  this :  that  they  had  gazetted 
an  order  which  gave  some  districts  a  couple 
of  chains  to  keep  in  order,  while  other  poor 
districts  had  seven  or  eight  miles.  It  was 
absolutely  wrong ;  and  some  districts  had 
taken  advantage  of  that  order;  and  therefore 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  repeal 
that  order.  What  he  asked  was  that  they 
should  get  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  the  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor-General of  the  colony,  who  was  an  able 
and  clever  man,  and  who  understood  the  whole 
thing,  to  draw  up  an  agreement  which  should 
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-make  all  parties  meet  their  liabilities  fairly, 
•and  have  that  gazetted  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Order  in  Council  that  had  been  published. 
This  was  a  main  arterial  road ;  but,  while  there 
were  two  counties  and  four  boroughs  in  it,  the 
unfortunate  fact  was  that  only  one  of  the 
counties  was  paying,  while  the  other  county 
and  the  four  boroughs  practically  escaped  pay- 
ing anything.  The  difficulty  which  had  oc- 
curred could  only  be  met  by  united  action.  At 
the  meeting  which  was  held  some  of  those 
bodies  which  were  greatly  interested  w^ere  not 
represented,  while  districts  forty  miles  away 
were  represented.  Under  these  circumstances 
•an  allocation  was  arrived  at  that  was  very  un- 
fair; and  so  long  as  that  continued  in  existence 
the  road  would  not  be  looked  after  in  the 
slightest  degree.  It  was  therefore  the  dut}'  of 
the  Government  to  make  a  more  just  allocation 
than  had  been  made.  The  City  of  Auckland 
was  interested  in  this  matter  exceedingly ;  and 
it  was  not  right  that,  when  all  the  people  used 
the  road,  and  were  interested  in  it,  the  cost  of 
maintaining  it  should  fall  on  one  or  two  dis- 
tricts. In  fact,  they  could  not  do  it  even  if 
they  were  to  levy  double  rates ;  and  unless  some- 
thing were  done  the  road  would  soon  become 
impassable.  Matters  could  easily  be  arranged 
if  the  Government  would  only  get  ^Ir.  Percy 
Smith  to  make  a  report  on  the  subject.  That 
gentleman  could  not  be  so  hardly  worked  that 
he  could  not  do  it;  and,  for  that  matter,  he 
(Mr.  Buckland)  was  quite  sure  that  that  gentle- 
man, who  knew  all  about  the  road,  would  make 
up  a  report  in  his  spare  time,  if  necessary. 
The  people  were  not  prepared  to  maintain  the 
road  under  the  present  unworkable  allocation. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  was  very  much  surprised  at 
the  remark  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
'when  he  stated  that  the  local  bodies  interested 
in  this  road  had  been  consulted.  He  happened 
to  represent  a  great  length  of  the  district  which 
included  this  road,  and,  so  far  as  concerned 
the  local  bodies  in  the  district  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent,  they  most  certainly 
know  nothing  about  the  meeting  of  local  bodies 
for  the  purpose  of  taJcing  over  this  road.  Had 
such  a  meeting  been  duly  notified,  he  ventured 
to  say  that  every  local  body  in  the  electorate 
would  have  refused  to  take  over  the  road  alto- 
gether. He  certainly  remembered  the  occasion 
alluded  to  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works ; 
but  there  was  no  motion  on  the  subject.  The 
House  was  in  Conmiittee  at  the  time,  and 
when  a  discussion  arose  on  the  subject  the 
Minister  seemed  to  jump  at  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  the  will  of  the  Parliament  to  have 
abolished  the  means  by  which  this  road  had 
been  kept  in  repair  for  many  years,  and  he  (Mr. 
Hamlin)  hsbd  no  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
opinion  in  the  interest  of  his  electorate.  If  it 
were  the  intention  of  the  Government  that  all 
main  arterial  roads  should  be  maintained  by 
the  local  bodies  within  whose  boundaries  they 
were  situated  a  great  deal  of  his  objection  to 
\7hat  had  been  done  in  connection  with  this 
matter  would  be  at  an  end ;  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  particularly  he  was  forced  to  that 
Mr.  W.  F.  Buckland 


conclusion  when  he  looked  at  the  estimates  of 
former  years  and  also  at  those  of  this  year, 
for  he  there  found  that  the  Government  weie 
continuing  to  maintain  certain  main  roads  at 
colonial  expense.  This  was  more  than  a 
main  road.  It  was  at  one  time  the  only  road 
by  which  the  Waikato  country  could  be  ap- 
proached, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  construc- 
tion of  that  road  at  the  time  of  the  Waikato 
war,  in  1863,  the  colonists  could  not  have  got 
into  possession  of  Waikato.  The  road  wu 
made  by  the  troops,  and  surely  it  was  not  too 
much  to  ask  the  House  to  see  that  the  road 
was  maintained,  especially  seeing  that  the 
vast  population  lying  to  the  east  of  the 
Great  South  Boad  had  no  railway  ccmmoni- 
cation,  and  had  had  no  accommodation  affoided 
to  them  in  any  shape  or  way.  He  remem- 
bered presenting  a  petition,  only  last  session, 
signed  by  some  three  hundred  and  odd  farmeis 
and  settlers  in  that  district,  asking  for  some 
small  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. How  was  that  request  treated  ?  Why, 
it  was  treated  in  this  way :  "  If  we  granted  that, 
we  should  have  to  spend  £5,000  somewhere 
else."  That  was  only  a  subterfuge,  an  idle  way 
of  getting  out  of  the  duty  of  complying  with  the 
request  of  the  hard-working,  straightforward, 
honest,  industrious  settlers  who  had  settled 
in  this  district.  In  that  House,  during  the 
past  few  days,  he  had  heard  it  stated  that  there 
was  a  scarcity  of  land  in  the  colony  to  settle 
the  people  upon.  But  the  fact  was  that  the 
colony  had  large  quantities  of  land,  and  what 
was  really  necessary  was  that  more  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  those  early  colomsts, 
independent,  hard-working  men,  who  had  not 
been  afraid  to  go  out  into  the  forests  to  carve 
out  a  home  for  themselves — men  who  had  felled 
the  forest,  grassed  the  land,  grown  produce 
upon  it.  If  the  House  would  only  enable  these 
men  to  get  their  produce  to  market,  there 
would  be  less  of  this  cry  about  there  being  no 
land.  It  would  be  seen  that  there  was  plenty 
of  land,  but  no  efforts  were  made  to  give  these 
people  the  facilities  required  for  making  the 
land  useful.  The  colony  had  gone  wild  in  the 
direction  of  rushing  railways  everywhere,  in 
districts  where  they  could  never  pay  sufficient 
to  find  oil  for  the  wheels  of  the  carriages ;  and 
if  the  House  would  only  pay  more  attention  to 
those  parts  of  the  colony  where  Uiere  was 
settlement,  and  where  there  was  land  yet  to 
be  settled,  more  justice  would  be  done,  and  it 
would  be  better  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
as  a  whole.  To  throw  the  cost  of  maintaining 
this  Great  South  Boad  on  the  persons  resident 
in  his  electorate  would  be  a  great  injustice; 
and  he  could  say  this:  that,  if  intimation 
had  been  given  to  theso  people  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  place  this  burden  on  their  backs, 
the  House  would  have  heard  a  great  deal 
more  about  the  matter.  There  would  ham 
been  petitions  innumerable,  to  which  he  did 
not  think  the  Government  would  have  turned  a 
deaf  ear.  If  the  agriculturists  were  to  become 
the  serfs  of  the  colony,  let  them  understand  il 
at  once.  Let  them  know  that  they  weio  to  be 
slaves,  let  them  know  that  they  wore  to  he 
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made  to  pay  taxation  to  provide  interest  on 
loans  spent  elsewhere,  and  they  would  under- 
stand ^eir  position ;  and  the  sooner  they  came 
to  that  conclusion  the  better.  He,  for  one, 
representing  an  agricultural  district,  wished  to 
know  whether  that  was  the  case — whether  the 
Eettlers  were  to  be  looked  upon  as  serfs  and 
slaves,  from  whom  the  interest  on  loans  was  to 
be  gathered,  and  were  to  be  ground  down  with 
taxation,  simply  for  the  benefit  of  little  peculiar 
localities — places  from  which  a  few  ounces  of 
gold  had  been  taken.  If  they  understood  that 
that  was  to  be  really  their  position,  then  they 
eonld  take  steps  to  protect  themselves.  He  had 
always  believed  that  a  man  who  made  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before  had 
done  a  benefit  to  his  country ;  but  it  did  seem 
now  that  any  one  who  followed  that  pursuit 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  serf,  and  as  one  who 
could  be  ground  down  to  the  dust  for  the  bene- 
fit of  certain  localities.  This  system  would  not 
and  could  not  last  long,  for  people  would  re- 
sist taxation  that  simply  benefited  the  cities  of 
the  colony  or  certain  goldfields.  They  were 
tired  of  the  system ;  and  the  sooner  the  House 
realized  the  position  and  dealt  fairly  by  all  parts 
of  the  colony  the  better.  If  that  were  not  done, 
then  they  should  stop  borrowing — they  should 
not  borrow  another  penny,  but  let  each  dis- 
tnet  rest  upon  its  own  bottom,  and  then 
other  districts  could  do|as  the  people  did  in  his 
own  district — provide  the  means  of  communi- 
cating with  the  various  centres  of  population. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  these  places  which  had 
been  pampered  by  large  votes  of  the  House, 
given  for  no  purpose  whatever  except  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  certain  individuals  to  vote 
in  certain  directions 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in 
Older  to  say  that  votes  of  money  were  given 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  members  to 
TOte  in  a  certain  direction. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  see  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing the  remark,  and  not  attributing  un- 
worthy motives  to  members. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  would  bow  to  the  ruling  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  and,  if  he  had  said  anything  that  was 
improper,  would  withdraw  it.  He  did  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  interrupted 
him  would  be  guilty  of  anything  that  was  un- 
fair. Far  be  it  from  him  to  think  anything  of 
&e  kind  of  that  honourable  gentleman.  He 
tiionght  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
the  last  to  whom  such  a  motive  could  be  attri- 
buted ;  for  that  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  condescend  to  lower  his  dignity  and  to 
sully  the  high  position  that  ho  held  in  the 
House  to  do  anything  of  the  kiud.  But  still, 
when  one  did  look  over  the  estimates,  and  saw 
certain  items,  it  at  any  rate  seemed  possible 
that  such  a  thing  might  bo  done :  at  least, 
having  seen  certain  things,  ho  could  not  help 
expressing  his  opinion  about  them.  If  it  was 
to  be  as  he  had  indicated,  that  the  people  who 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  were  to  be  ground 
down  b^  taxation  simply  to  bolster  up  a  set  of 
rotten  mstitutions,  and  to  make  roads  and  rail- 
ways for  no  purpose  whatever,  works  from  which 


no  return  could  be  received,  he  must  altogether 
object  to  placing  upon  the  electors  he  repre- 
sented the  maintenance  of  the  Great  South  Boad. 
It  had  been  stated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Franklin  North  that  this  was  an  arterial 
road,  and  that,  as  such,  its  maintenance  should 
devolve  upon  the  Government.  The  people  of 
the  country  seemed,  however,  to  bo  left  out  in 
the  cold,  and  the  only  thing  they  were  looked 
to  for  was  simply  to  get  hard  cash  out  of  them, 
to  meet  the  interest  upon  the  loans.  When 
they  felt  that  their  life-blood  was  being  crushed 
out  of  them  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
they  turned  upon  the  districts  which  had  re- 
ceived thousands  and  millions  of  money  to  bd 
squandered  gimply  to  bolster  them  up.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  maintenance  of  the  Great  South 
lioad  being  placed  upon  his  electorate,  with- 
out the  people  having  been  consulted  in  any 
shape  or  form ;  and  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  at  once  rescind  any  Order  in  Council 
which  they  might  have  carried  out  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  people ;  otherwise  .the  cor- 
respondence about  it  would  be  renewed,  and  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  caused. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
gentlemen  representing  both  the  Franklin  Dis- 
tricts had  delivered  to  the  House  a  very  large 
amount  of  virtuous  indignation  concerning  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter.  Pro- 
bably they  had  cause  of  complaint;  but  he 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Franklin  North  that,  when  that  honour- 
able gentleman  moved  in  the  matter  of  doing 
away  with  the  toll-bar,  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  had 
told  him  he  was  doing  a  foolish  thing  without 
first  having  made  arrangements  for  keeping  the 
road  in  repair.  It  struck  him  that  that  was 
the  first  duty  to  attend  to.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  taken  the  opportunity  as  usual  of  having 
a  slap  at  the  city  electorates,  though  he  did 
not  SCO  what  possible  good  could  result  from 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  the  question  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  North  was  a 
very  important  one,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  accept  the  suggestion  made  as  to 
referring  the  matter  to  Mr.  Percy  Smith  or 
some  other  capable  person  for  a  report.  He 
warned  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin 
North  last  year  that  this  would  be  the  result  of 
the  motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  toll ;  and 
now  they  saw  the  effect  of  it.  He  wished,  how- 
ever, to  remark  that  this  road  was  in  a  similar 
position  to  the  Ohristchurch-Hokitika  Road :  it 
was  a  colonial  or  arterial  road,  and  he  could 
not  understand  the  principle  on  which  the 
Government  had  shunted  its  maintenance  on 
to  the  local  bodies.  It  ought,  he  thought,  to 
be  remembered  that  this  road  led  to  one  very 
important  place,  on  which,  they  were  assured 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  North, 
the  destinies  of  the  colony  depended — to  the 
Howick  Wharf.  It  also  led  to  the  King-coun- 
try, in  the  Waikato.  Ho  could  bear  testimony 
to  the  fact  mentioned  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  South,  that  there  was  one  poor 
district  fronting  on  to  this  particular  road  for  . 
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distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  that  it 
waa  utterly  impossible  for  the  people  in  that 
district  to  keep  the  road  in  repair.  It  would 
be  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  that  Fome 
steps  should  be  taken ;  and  he  thought  if  the 
Government  were  approached  in  a  proper  man- 
ner they  would  see  the  reasonableness  of  this 
case,  and  would  instruct  some  competent  per- 
son to  report  upon  the  matter.  There  should 
Al'io  be  some  elTort  ma^le  to  equalize  the  con- 
tributions of  the  local  bodies  accordiug  to  the 
rateable  value — that  was,  if  the  Koat^l  Boards 
had  to  contribute  for  that  purpose — and  then 
the  thing  would  be  put  on  a  more  satisfactory 
ba^is. 

Mr.  MOSS  could  not  aprree  with  the  honour- 
able gii.tloman  who  had  hi^t  spiken.  The 
'  lu>nouiv.i.>'te  g»'!itlemt\n  held  that  tl'.e  auKilition 
of  the  tv>Ii-bar<  had  caused  this  uilViouIty :  but 
it  wtv>  nvt  il.e  c*\5e.  The  abolition  of  the  tool- 
bar was  a  pn^p*.'r  and  richc  tluiip,  for  it  had 
imposovl  a  ui<.«st  unfair  tikx  upon  people  living 
in  Its  ncicl'.lK.v.irhv.'cd.  He  kntw  cne  man  who 
was  taxtd  by  that  u-il-bar  to  the  cxtcut  of  £H0 
a  year,  uureiy  to  supply  his  cu«.:cnurs  with 
bread  :  and  butchers  a; id  cii.ers  vere  all  taxtVi 
cnoruKni^lv,  nurely  to  kctp  tins  S*  uth  Road  in 
cnit^r,  wh'.io  oii.ers  who  had  pr^pirty  Unentt-d 
by  the  rvxid  enjoyed  that  a.:ai::ri.al  bt-netit 
monly  by  iwyirc  the  sau'.e  tells.  Thv.*  :«.  I'.-car 
ba.i  been  ^tiv  t  .;Iy  otjectevl  to  by  tl.c  pOv  rle  of 
Ke\\n-»»ikv:,  a  r:Mni:  town,  ar.d  occ  wl.ivh  had 
not  reciiwvi  any  grunts  from  tho  tjeverrni'.nl. 
ai.d  so  i'.'.vi  not  Cvniu»  uuv'.er  the  cas:i^a:i.>n  of 
the  honoun\t'.e  nitu.ber  fv^r  Franklin  >cr.th. 
That  ti.wn  had  sr^rred  veri-  much  by  the 
cxister.oo  v>i  ili;s  tv^'.l-bar.  Tell-tr.rs  wtre  relics 
cf  K\rl\ivr:sm,  ai:d  this  cr.e  was  &v^?ut  :Le  only 
toll  rimaiuirg  in  the  colony,  and  it  was  quite 
time  thai  it  should  have  K:en  swept  away. 
The  trvmble  was  that  the  Geverrmtnt  had 
rather  hastily  a^lopt«xi  th«  advice  g:ven  to 
tium  5\i5  to  ti;e  alwvarion  of  the  c-:»st  cf  n-.\:n- 
taimrc  the  roavi.  He  nrgl.t  s.'»y  il.at  he 
Kv\Ned  baok  w::h  ccr.>:vVt.r.v.  lo  rlc;\.-v.re  to  :::e 
Tv^te  l;o  l-;ul  g\Ton  for  die  alvl:t;on  of  the  tcll- 
bar,  tu;d  ti.a:  he  knew  a  greai  nunibcr  of 
jv  op'.e  wery^  'r.^;lv  ber.er.tcd  by  that  vote. 

Mr.  Kb  KK  had  a  ko^n  rtoolleoti.n  cf  the 
voKitc  on  :o:s  sub'eot  If.^t  year.  Tlit  h:r.:ur- 
allc  ir.eiv.ot  r  for  r.ur.ell  sa:.;  :t  wf.<  a  c  xxl  tl  ir.g 
tV.:s  toll-lv.r  wa^^  vion*.  .^way  \vith  :  lu:  he  wjuli 
ao.d  tV  it  i:  V.VS  v<r!eo:.y  zir-j-erst^xx:  a:  t.e 
t::ue  il  at.  if  the  ioli-:.ar  was  done  a-.. -v  with, 
the  dis::.o:s  Wvnild  keep  v.p  the  r«*ad-  Tlitrv: 
wa<  *v»  v-.oilt  :^S  ;:t  tlia:. 

v.r  w  V  r>i\  Ki  ANi\— ^^^o  <o. \=.  so* 

»  KV::K>^\:  tV.-  ■  .-.^urv^:  lo  :>  viVvrf- 
V:v,:  V  ;•.  Nv  ::*i  n:,.o.  ;.  oit.  ano.  he  ':,ul  no  .1  u'ot 
h  >  iv:v.A;k>  WvN  \»  .x*  :oo."A  m  .-£.:•;  v. '.:\  I^.e 
ho'oour.;,le  :v.ii!:l.vr  tor  :V.rre  1  <v^-A  fe  to/. 
WAS  A  oAr'o '.ro.rs  ;  i**,::  b,*;  :>a:  .ui-  •...-VA^l.- 
g^vtlx-.^.r.  a  ^^,.^s  w.-/.:  ;o  extrtv/..-  ;*v..i  oo.  .,o. 
r.v.:\  v\,->:l  -  v  tArVstr.v.s.  Me  t^As  Sv.t.-.'l.vi 
cf  :,:<:   tl  .;:  i:  t  .o  to  „  Xxr  "^.-.l  ivvr  k.r:  oii 
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stood  in  the  House  that  if  the  toll-btr 
taken  away  the  rood  would  be  maintained  1 
the  districts.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
could  not  understand  why  the  subsidy  sbod 
be  taken  away  from  there  and  the  one  forf 
Hokitika  road  retained ;  but  he  could  tdl  1i 
honourable  member  that  there  were  scores 
roads  in  the  district  he  came  from  that  «i 
kept  up  by  the  people  themselves — ^and  distdfl 
more  thinly  populated  than  the  one  thioof 
which  the  Great  South  Road  passed.  lb 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  this  road  in  pi 
ticular;  but  he  would  like  to  see  the  G<nk 
ment  take  over  the  vhole  of  the  main 
of  the  country — that  would  suit  him 
monly  well.  He  hoped,  if  the  Government^ 
subsidize  this  road,  they  would  also  sqI 
other  main  roads.  He  was  sore  that  when  4 
matter  was  discussed  last  year  he  told  thai 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  toll  th^ktif 
were  abolished  they  would  come  the  folli 
vear  and  ask  to  have  the  road  maintained. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  did  not  wish  toe 
tinue  the  discussion,  but  would  repeat  thstt 
fore  any  action  was  taken,  notice  was  gives  i 
the  kcal  bodies,  and,  he  believed,  to  all  the  lod 
bodies.  It  occurred  to  him  that  the  coon 
those  local  bodies  should  have  taken,  if 
\ias  anv  diSiculty  in  dealing  writh  the 
was  to  have  met,'  and  then  stated  their  esse 
the  G.-^vt-nimcnt,  and  to  have  a.ske<l  how 
diniculty  could  be  got  over.  He  believed 
so  far  as  the  law  was  concerned,  those 
bodies  could  not  spend  money  outride  their (W* 
districts  w:tl:out  some  fresh  legislation.  If  tfcai 
local  bod-.es  cctild  not  ajiange  the  matt* 
amongst  themselves,  and  approached  the  Go- 
vemment,  as  local  bodies  in  other  parts  of  tJai 
country  had  dene,  then  the  Government  mighlj 
be  able  u»  suggest  seme  means  by  which  tw 
expense  of  the  maintenance  of  this  road  cow 
be  met.  The  Government  had  a  ccnsidertHi: 
amount  cf  informaticn  about  this  road,  hsTstfj 
kept  it  in  repair  for  such  a  number  of  years, ami 
their  cfioeis  kiiew  all  about  what  was  wantdj 
If  it  was  nf erred  to  the  Government  o£cen>: 
rervrrt  could  be  prepared  in  a  very  short  timt; 
The  vote  taken  last  year  was  distinctly  tak«; 
cc  the  tinierstanding  that  it  would  not  bert* 
p^  ated  tills  year,  and  that,  the  toll-bar  heiaj 
removed,  cr&nts  towards  the  road  would,  ii 
tut-ire  years,  no;  appear  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  O  v.\»XOR  tiiou^ht  the  honourable meOr 
her  for  Fr:^.kl:n  South  tr^s  not  answering  thi 
riin>r«se  o:  the  discuss  c^n  or  forwarding  his  o«i 
oA;:<<e  by  c^jnittirins;  oi.e  part  of  the  colony  witk 
ar.otlier.  It  was  a  misfortune  that  he  shooM 
ic uitural  with  the  goW- 
i:*m-.in:t:e<>:or  it  was  well  known  thil 
ccmmvniiies  contributed  nuw 
to  the  Consoli/Atoii  Fund  than  the  agricDl- 
:- rvl  0  .-r..- ur-i :.e-  di  i.  On  the  goldfields  th«t 
tAxei  t?  Lhe  very  h  ::>.e<t  limit;  six  farthiup 
:o-  tiie  tv^r.i  was  ti,e  general  rate,  and,  besidtt 
:1:a:.  tjiey  ::Ad  to  ray  a  special  tax  on  gold.  Oi 
:l:e  other  iiAsi.  every  facility  was  given  to  ti9 
AfTiv-u firsts  t.>  cb:.\:a  markets.  There  w* 
r.?  tr-isiASrc  this :  that  there  was  a  great  deil 
U'ii&  w.^;^  ;:.  t^e  {^iitssessioa  of  the  miniqf 
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than  in  the  possession  of  the  agricultural  com- 
iinnifcy,  and  the  miners  had  to  hear  far  the 
greater  share  of  taxation. 

Mr  W.  F.  BUCKTiAND  was  very  much 
obliged  to  the  Minister  for  his  suggestion.  He 
^ouid  get  the  local  hodies  interested  in  the 
flatter  to  approach  the  Minister  as  proposed. 
There  was  another  road  which  would  have  to  be 
considered  at  the  same  time,  and  that  was  the 
main  road  to  Onehunga.  With  regard  to  the 
toll-bar,  he  was  quite  prepared  to  take  the  same 
action  tJiis  year  as  he  took  last.  The  only  way 
to  deal  with  the  matter  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
toll-bar  first,  and  then  decide  the  other  ques- 
tion. The  time  was  coming  when  the  local 
bodies  would  have  to  maintain  their  roads, 
and  he,  for  one,  was  quite  prepared  to  make 
ap  his  mind  to  that:  the  allocation  was  the 
only  thing  to  grtimble  at.  Just  before  the  toll- 
bar  was  abolished  Newmarket  was  declared  a 
borough,  and  a  toll-bar  could  not,  therefore,  be 
placed  within  a  mile  of  the  borough.  <  The 
whole  thing  was  a  matter  of  great  injustice. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  carefully  got  the  toll- 
bars  abolished  in  his  district,  so  that  the 
traffic  went  round  that  way.  He  (Mr.  W.  F. 
Backland)  thought  the  suggestion  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  E.  RICHAKDSON  said  the  Government 
could  not  enforce  any  allocation ;  they  could 
only  suggest. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  said  that  was  all 
they  wanted  ;  they  wanted  some  arbitrator  to 
come  in  and  settle  the  matter. 

Motion  negatived. 

AUCKLAND  RIFLE-RANGE. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  Whether  the  Government  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  provide  a  suitable  riflo- 
lange  for  the  use  of  the  Volunteers  in  and 
around  Auckland  ?  The  rifle-range  at  present 
in  use  at  Auckland  was  situated  in  a  very 
populooB  neighbourhood,  and  the  Volunteers 
did  not  know  the  moment  there  would  be  an 
agitation  to  have  the  range  closed.  It  was 
within  his  own  knowledge,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Mount  Eden  Domain  Board — ^which  domain 
was  used  as  a  recreation-ground  by  a  large 
number  of  people  cdmost  daily — that  that  do- 
main was  positively  dangerous  in  some  parts 
owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  range.  He  hoped 
the  Govenmient  would  take  almost  inmiediate 
steps  to  provide  a  rifle-range  in  some  suitable 
locality. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  quite  aware  that  the 
Mount  Eden  rifle-range  was  not  as  safe  as  it 
ought  to  be — the  Government  were  very  de- 
sirous to  provide  a  suitable  range.  He  thought 
the  Volunteers  should  take  this  matter  up,  and 
make  some  recommendation  to  the  Govern- 
inent,  which  recommendation  would,  if  pos- 
Kible,  be  given  effect  to. 

OPHIR-TINKER'S  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  MOSS,  for  Mr.  Pyke,  asked  the  Post- 

Waster-General,  If  the  Government  will  extend 

the  telephone   to  Tinker's  from  Ophir?     Ho 

was  requested  by  the  honourable  member  for 


the  Dunston  to  say  that  there  were  only 
nine  miles  between  the  two  places,  and  that 
there  was  a  large  population  of  farmers  as  well 
as  miners  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tinker's. 
The  only  doctor  in  the  neighbourhood  lived  at 
Ophir.  The  people  lived  in  an  isolated  posi- 
tion, and  had  been  promised  the  telephone  very 
often.  The  only  cost  would  be  that  of  nine 
miles  of  telegraph  wire. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  cost  would  be  such 
as  the  revenue  would  not  at  present  justify. 
The  Govenmient  could  not,  therefore,  under- 
take the  work  ;  it  would  be  a  matter  for  future 
consideration. 

GUMFIELDS. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  intend  to  relet  by  public  auction  the  gum- 
fields  when  the  leases  have  expired,  or  do  they 
intend  to  submit  some  proposal  to  this  House 
this  session  for  issuing  licenses  to  gum-diggers, 
or  charging  a  royalty  on  gum  taken  from  Go- 
vernment lands  ?  He  would  remind  the  Minis- 
ter that  this  matter  had  now  been  standing 
over  for  some  three  years.  Within  the  last  few 
days  he  had  received  a  letter  in  which  the 
writer  stated  that  large  areas  of  land  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  and  leased  for  other  purposes, 
were  being  used  for  gum-digging ;  and  that  the 
whole  matter  was  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
position.  He  was  sure  the  Minister  would  see 
the  importance  of  really  now  defming  some 
policy  with  reference  to  these  gumfields,  and  , 
carrying  out  such  policy. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  question  was  one 
of  very  great  importance,  and  also  one  of  very 
great  difficulty.  There  were  great  objections 
to  either  issuing  licenses  or  imposing  a  royalty. 
He  did  not  think  a  royalty  could  bo  imposed  on 
Crown  lands  unless  it  was  also  made  applicable 
to  Native  lands.  If  licenses  were  issued  to 
individual  gum-diggers  a  large  stafl  of  officers 
would  have  to  be  employed.  Tlie  question  of 
letting  or  reletting  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Board.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  there  could  be  no  better  system  than  leas- 
ing the  land.  However,  the  leases  would  not 
terminate  for  some  time,  and  the  matter  would 
receive  further  consideration  during  the  recess. 

STAMP  COMPOSITION  BY  BANKS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government ,—(1.)  If 
they  will,  during  this  session,  amend  the  Stamp 
Act  in  the  direction  of  increasing  the  stamp 
composition  paid  by  the  banks  doing  business 
in  the  colony  for  the  privilege  of  issuing  bank- 
notes from  2  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent.  ?  (2.)  If  no 
amendment  can  be  made  during  this  session, 
will  the  Government  consider  the  question 
during  the  recess,  with  the  object  of  intro- 
ducing an  amending  Bill  next  session?  The 
concession  at  present  granted  to  banks  was  a 
very  profitable  one.  The  banking  institutions 
of  the  colony  paid  2  per  cent,  or,  say,  £20,000  a 
year,  for  the  right  of  issuing  about  one  million 
pounds'  worth  of  paper  money.  Considering  the 
large  number  of  bank-notes  lost  and  burned,  the 
operation  was  a  very  valuable  one  to  the  banks. 
From  inquiry,  ho  learned    that    the    aimual 
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profit  made  by  the  banks  out  of  the  privileges 
granted  to  them  amounted,  at  the  lowest 
calculation,  to  about  10^  per  cent,  per  annum. 
He  thought  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  them 
to  pay  at  least  4  per  cent.  If  nothing  could  be 
done  during  the  present  session,  he  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would,  next  year,  when  he 
was  providing  ways  and  moans,  not  forget  that 
there  was  a  sum  of  £20,000  to  be  obtained  as 
he  had  just  indicated.  The  rich  institutions 
referred  to  could  well  afford  to  pay  the  amount 
instead  of  the  burden  being  cast  on  the  masses 
of  the  conununity. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  question  would  have 
the  attention  of  the  Government  during  the 
recess. 

TELEGRAPH  OFFICES. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  close  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock  p.m.  those  telegraph 
offices  in  which  little  or  no  business  is  usually 
transacted  during  that  hour?  A  great  deal  of 
sympathy  was  felt  with  the  unfortunate  officers 
who,  after  keeping  the  offices  open  until  five 
o'clock,  were  obliged  to  keep  lonely  vigils  from 
seven  till  eight  o'clock,  thereby  being  deprived 
of  all  social  amusements  or  recreation.  It  was 
said  that  the  receipts  in  many  of  these  offices 
during  that  hour  would  not  pay  for  lighting  the 
offioe. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  during  the  recess  he 
intended  to  go  through  the  list  of  offices  and 
see  which  of  them  could  be  closed  during  these 
hours  without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

INSPECTION  OF  MACHINERY. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whetlier  they  will  amend  the  regulations  re- 
lating to  inspection  of  boilers  and  machinery, 
so  that  the  fees  charged  for  the  same  may  be 
reduced  ?  Ho  had  asked  the  Government  for 
a  return  of  the  total  amount  received  as  fees 
by  this  department,  and  the  total  expenditure 
for  inspecting  the  machinery.  The  return 
showed  that  the  fees  for  inspection  of  land  ma- 
chinery and  boilers  was  £2,506,  and  of  steamers' 
boilers  £1,157  7s.  The  total  amount  paid  to 
the  officers  of  the  department  was — for  salaries, 
£1,000;  travelling  expenses,  £810 ;  and  contin- 
gencies, £70  :  making  a  total  of  £2,781,  leaving 
a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department  of 
£900.  Various  complaints  had  been  made  to 
him  of  the  excessively  -  high  charges  for  the 
inspection  of  land  boilers.  Take,  for  instance, 
a  saw-mill  with  four  detached  boilers :  for  in- 
spection of  those  boilers  £10  a  year  was  charged, 
and  such  a  charge  was  a  heavy  impost  on  one 
of  the  best  colonial  industries.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  ^Minister  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment would  give  his  best  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  say  that  a  reduction  should  be 
made  in  the  fees.  He  was  given  to  understand 
that  a  lafge  amount  of  time  was  necessary  in 
the  inspection  of  marine  boilers,  and  yet  the 
fees  charged  for  that  inspection  were  very  low 
as  compared  with  those  for  land  boilers.  He 
also  understood  that,  although  the  ^Manchester 
Steam-boiler  Insurance  Association  granted 
insurances  on  boilers  up  to  the  extent  of  £500, 
Mr.  Taylor 


their  charges  for  inspection  were  only  95  f 
cent,  in  excess  of  those  of  the  New  ZeaU 
department. 

Mr.  LARNACH  replied  that  it  was  not  tt 
intention  of  the  Government  to  zednoe  11 
charges  made  for  this  work.  It  was  tnie  iM 
there  was  some  difference  between  the  chat$ 
for  inspection  of  steamers'  boilers  and  thai 
made  for  the  inspection  of  the  boilers  of  lia 
engines ;  but  there  were  a  great  number  < 
expenses  connected  with  the  inspection  of  111 
latter,  such  as  travelling,  which  did  not  esM 
in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  steaoi 
boilers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  caU  the 
tention  of  the  Minister  to  this  fact :  that  ^ 
differential  rate  charged  on   boilers  not 
nected  by  steam-pipes  was  considered  nnji 
and  that  the  fees  might  very  well  be  lowerei 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  cost  of  *    .     * 
depended  very  much  on  the   size  and 
of  the  hoilcr  and  engine.    If  the  honoui 
gentleman  would  give  notice  of  a  questicm 
regard  to  further  information  on  the  ma! 
he  now  alluded  to,  he  would  give  him  all 
particulars  required. 

OHINEMURI  GOLDFIELD. 

Colonel  FRASER  asked  the  Govemiaeiik 
Whether  they  intend  carrying  out  the  reco» 
nicndatiou  of  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  Assists^ 
Surveyor-General,  with  regard  to  the  purcbasl 
of  the  freehold  of  leases  on  the  Ohinemnii 
Golilfield  by  the  agricultural  settlers? 

Mr.  BAIjLANCE  said  it  was  not  proposed i» 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pertf; 
Smith  that  the  land  should  be  given  withoi^ 
payment.  Provision  was  made  in  the  JlixM^ 
Act  of  last  year  for  such  cases  as  this.  Ti»' 
land  could  be  classified,  and,  as  it  was  thii^ 
class  land,  it  could  be  obtained  for  5s.  an  aaai 
Ho  thought  the  settlers  should  as  f ar  as  pos^ 
sible  come  under  that  provision,  which  ** 
specially  passed  to  meet  such  cases. 

HUNUA  ROADS. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Govern- 
ment.  Whether,  taking  into  consideration  tht 
report  of  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  Assistant  SarTeTO^ 
General,  they  are  prepared  to  grant  aasistanaif 
towards  opening  up  a  road  to  certain  Gotcid- 
ment  lands  in  the  Hunua  district ;  also  whethff 
they  will  place  a  portion  of  the  said  Uad» 
under  the  Homestead  Act?  This  question hii 
come  up  last  session ;  and  the  land  could  nefff 
be  peopled  in  any  other  way  than  that  pro- 
posed, under  which  some  of  the  sons  of  settleii 
and  workmen  in  the  district  would  be  ready  to 
take  up  land.  Mr.  Percy  Smith  had  sent  in 
a  report  in  which  he  said  that  he  was  glaj 
that  he  had  gone  to  the  district,  for  he  hsa. 
never  known  before  what  sort  of  land  it  w«a 
An  expenditure  of  £50  would  open  up  a  road  to 
the  district,  and  then  there  was  no  doubt  tlirt 
a  large  quantity  of  the  land  would  be  taken  if 
under  the  homestead  system.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible to  settle  the  land  in  any  other  way,  as  ft 
was  very  broken,  and  was  only  third-class  lani 

Mr.  BALLANCE    said   if    tibe  honourahb 


1836.] 


De  Sarven's 


[HOUSE.] 


Settlement. 


805 


gentleman  would  look  at  the  vote  on  the  esti- 
mates he  wonld  see  that  £500  had  heen  pnt 
down  for  opening  up  land  in  this  particular 
district.  Under  the  homestead  system  only 
three  thousand  acres  could  be  set  aside  in  any 
one  year ;  and  this  claim  would  be  considered 
with  others. 

ENGINE-DRIVERS  AND  FIREMEN. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will,  during  the  recess,  take  into 
consideration  the  low  scale  of  pay  and  long 
hours  ruling  of  the  engine-drivers  and  firemen 
on  the  New  Zealand  railways  as  compared 
with  the  other  colonies  ?  He  had  before  him  a 
return  of  the  rates  of  pay  to  these  employes  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and  in  com- 
paring them  with  those  in  this  colony  there 
was  a  very  great  difference,  as  there  was  also 
in  the  hours  of  work.  He  brought  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  so  that  during  the  recess  the  Minister 
might  take  steps  to  arrange  the  rate  of  pay  here 
in  such  a  way  that  it  should  be  equal  to  that 
given  in  other  colonies. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  make  inquiries 
he  would  find  that  the  rates  of  pay  here  were 
qoite  as  high  as,  and  in  some  cases  higher  than, 
in  the  other  colonies.  Engine-drivers  and  other 
employes  here  were  classified,  and  could  rise  to 
138.  a  day.  He  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  any 
increase  beyond  that. 

DE  HARVEN'S  SETTLEMENT. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Luids,  Whether  the  time  given  to  M.  de  Har- 
den for  making  a  special  settlement  on  the 
West  Coast,  North  Island,  has  passed  ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  block  of  land  offered  to  him 
will  be  thrown  open  for  settlement  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  and  soon  ?  Some  time  ago  a  portion 
of  land  was  set  aside  in  the  West  Coast  district 
for  a  Belgian  settlement,  as  M.  de  Harven  had 
undertaken  to  form  a  special  settlement  there ; 
imt  the  time  for  doing  that  was  passed,  and 
the  land  could  now  be  opened  for  settlement 
in  some  other  way.  He  had  heard  that  spme 
company  had  been  formed,  and  that  some  pro- 
posals had  been  made  to  the  Minister  of  Lands 
in  order  to  induce  him  to  hold  over  this  portion 
of  land  for  a  further  period.  He  would  like  to 
know  whether  that  was  true,  or  whether  the 
Government  intended  to  put  the  land  into  the 
market  in  the  ordinary  way.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  known  in  the  district  that  the  land 
would  be  taken  up  if  it  were  put  up  under  the 
deferred-payment  system,  or  for  cash. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  agreement 
with  M.  de  Harven  had  expired  on  the  1st  of 
the  present  month.  He  was  not  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  company  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  referred ;  but  an 
application  had  been  made  to  have  the  land 
set  aside  for  a  special  settlement.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  applicant  was  prepared  to 
go  on,  but  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  put  the  land  up  under  the  ordinary 
settlement  conditions  at  once. 

VOL.  LVL-ao. 


Colonel  TRIMBLE  had  to  thank  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  his  answer,  which  would  be 
received  with  much  pleasure  in  the  district. 

MOKAU  RIVER. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine^  Whether  he  will  place  a  moderate  sum 
upon  the  supplementary  estimates  towards 
further  snagging  in  the  Mokau  River?  The 
preceding  Government  had  arranged  for  a 
survey  of  this  river,  and  afterwards  the  Minis- 
ter of  Mines  last  year  agreed  to  spend  £500  on 
snagging  the  river.  That  work  had  proceeded, 
and,  he  believed,  had  been  very  well  done,  and 
had  made  a  considerable  change  for  the  better 
in  the  navigation  of  the  river.  To  carry  the 
snagging  up  to  the  mines  would  probably  cost 
more  than  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
prepared  to  give  or  than  he  (Colonel  Trimble) 
would  like  to  ask  for ;  but  it  had  been  pointed 
out  to  him  that  the  -expenditure  of  another 
small  sum  would  make  the  river  navigable 
almost  up  to  the  mines.  He  hoped  that  in  a 
short  time  it  would  be  possible  to  constitute  a 
Harbour  Board  for  this  river,  who  would  look 
after  it;  but  in  the  meantime  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  extend  a  friendly  hand  to  it. 

Mr.  LARNACH  believed  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  correct  in  what  he  said  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  vote  of  last  session  for 
this  work,  which  had  been  carried  as  far  up 
the  river  as  could  possibly  be  done  without  a 
very  much  larger  sum  of  money  being  devoted 
to  it.  Looking  to  the  small  trade  which  there 
was  at  present  on  the  river,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  land  was  held  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natives,  the  Government  did  not  consider  it 
desirable  at  the  present  time  to  spend  any 
largo  sum  on  the  work  ;  but,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  bring  up  such  reliable  infor- 
mation as  would  show  that  a  very  moderate 
sum  would  still  further  improve  the  river,  so  as 
to  be  of  benefit  to  the  settlers,  the  Government 
would  take  the  matter  into  favourable  con- 
sideration. 

Colonel  TRBIBLE  thanked  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  answer,  and  would  see  him 
on  the  subject. 

KAIKOURA  POST-OFFICE. 

Mr.  LANCE  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  he  will  have  proper  post-office  accom- 
modation erected  at  Kaikoura,  the  pre. sent 
building  being  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  it  was  quite  true 
that  the  office  at  Kaikoura  was  of  an  obsolete 
type.  They  spent  £80  upon  it  about  a  year 
ago,  and  he  thought  they  might  make  the  build- 
ing last  some  time  longer.  When  they  were 
considering  the  question  of  erecting  post-office 
buildings  next  year,  the  matter  would  have 
their  consideration. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 

will  inform  the  House  what  steps  they  propose 

taking  for  the  relief  of  the  unemployed,  as  the 

number  is  assuming  proportions  with  which 
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the  limited  means  and  -povrer  of  the  local 
aathoritios  render  it  impossible  for  them  to 
cope?  He  would  like  to  say,  with  reference 
to  what  had  fallen  from  honourable  members 
on  this  subject,  that  he  was  perfectly  sure  that 
they  were  mistaken  if  they  supposed  that  the 
greatcRt  cflorta  were  not  being  made  by  the 
local  authorities  to  meet  the  distress  which  was 
increasing'  no  rapidly  in  Auckland,  and  which 
he  believed  was  felt  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  From  what  he  could  learn  they  were 
making  very  great  efforts  indeed.  Very  large 
meetings  of  the  unemployed  had  been  held,  at 
which  several  liundreds  of  orderly  well-con- 
ducted porsons  were  present.  Processions, 
iin;ni)cring  as  many  as  five  hundred  persons, 
in;u\hod  throngh  the  town  simply  to  give 
pruof  that  they  were  really,  as  they  said,  without 
empl'nnient  and  wanted  work.  All  this  had 
been  done  in  the  most  orderly  manner.  There 
was  also  the  greatest  interest  taken  in  the 
matter  by  the  people  of  Auckland.  Auckland 
had  been  receiving  large  numbers  of  persons 
from  the  South  who  had  been  driven  out  by 
want  of  employment,  and  who  were  attracted 
to  Auckland  by  the  employment  abundant 
there  a  year  or  two  ago.  Therefore  Auckland 
had  now,  practically,  to  grapple  with  a  diffi- 
culty from  which  other  parts  of  the  colony  had 
thus  been  largely  freed.  He  would  like  to 
make  the  House  understand  clearly  what  was 
meant  by  gum-digging,  to  which  it  was  said  the 
unemployed  could  resort.  Gum-digging  was 
not  a  pursuit  in  which  people  could  get  employ- 
ment. Gum-digging  was  a  speculative  thing, 
and  a  man  wishing  to  search  for  gum  had  to  go 
to  one  of  the  gumfields  which  were  leased  out 
by  the  Government — he  believed  there  were  no 
Crown  lands  on  which  men  could  go  freely.  A 
man  would  have  to  make  arrangements  to  go 
on  the  land,  and  Jio  would  have  to  provide  him- 
self with  tools,  which  would  bo  very  expensive 
to  a  man  without  money.  Then,  he  had  to 
l)ay  the  cost  of  going  there,  as  there  was  no 
railway.  WIkii  there  he  was  often  away  from 
all  source  of  supply.  He  must  provide  himself 
with  food  in  advance,  and  then  he  must  begin 
digging  on  the  chance  of  finding  gum.  How 
Were  men  with  families  in  AuckLind  to  go  on 
the  gumfields  and  lead  a  life  of  that  sort  ? 
It  was  a  life  only  suitable  for  men  without 
families,  and  numbers  of  these  had  gone  into  it. 
it  was  hard  work,  and  was  carried  on  in  swamps 
or  in  the  most  inferior  country.  In  the  past  it 
had  been  a  great  resource  for  the  unemployed, 
and  uo  doul)t  would  be  so  still.  But  men  wlio 
had  to  pay  rent,  for  the  shelter  of  their  families 
while  they  were  away,  and  who  had  other  ex- 
penses which  could  not  bo  avoided  and  which 
civilization  forced  upon  them,  could  not  go 
gum-digging,  boeause  they  would  not  have  the 
means  of  providing  for  their  famdies.  As  far 
as  Government  works  were  concerned,  ho  heard 
yesterday  that  the  Government  were  employing 
Natives  at  Gs.  a  day  in  making  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
was  not  altogether  the  policy  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  but  that  it  was  also  to 
meet  the  Native  policy.  Still,  the  fact  was 
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stated  that  numbers  of   Natives  were  hasg' 
paid  6s.  a  day. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  very  glad  he  had  given  t^ 
Minister  for  Public  Works  an  opportunity  ol: 
setting  that  right,  because  what  he  hadst&tad' 
was  commonly  reported  in  Auckland.  He^aw 
also  informed  that  a  correspondence  had  taken 
place  between  the  ^layor  of  Auckland  and  tbe 
Government,  and  also  between  the  chainma 
of  the  meeting  of  unemployed  and  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  thought  if  that  correspondence 
were  laid  on  the  table  it  would  show  that  there 
was  very  keen  anxiety  felt  in  regard  to  the 
question  in  Auckland,  and  a  very  earnest  desi» 
to  help,  to  the  best  of  their  limited  power,  in 
meeting  this  serious  difficulty. 

3\rr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  very  glad  tie 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  an  op- 
portunity of  contradicting  the  statement  mada 
yesterday — that  the  Government  had  a  \tJ%t 
number  of  Natives  employed  on  day-work  on 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  It  was  new 
to  him,  and  he  telegraphed  immediately  to 
Auckland,  and  he  was  assured  that  such  was 
not  the  case.  They  only  had  a  Native  hen 
and  there  attached  to  a  survey  party.  All  the 
work  was  done  by  piece-work.  As  far  as  the 
Government  were  aware  at  present,  they  would 
be  in  a  position  to  cope  fairly  with  this  ques- 
tion everywhere  but  in  Auckland :  and,  with 
regard  to  Auckland,  as  the  honourable  member 
had  said,  they  were  in  communication  with 
the  local  authorities  there,  and  he  had  also  in- 
structed the  Government  officers  to  endeavour 
to  put  some  further  works  in  hand.  The 
matter  was  under  serious  consideration,  and 
they  hoped  that  shortly,  when  some  ote 
contracts  were  let,  this  question  would  also  be 
satisfactorily  solved  in  Auckland. 

AUCKLAND  LEASEHOLDEBS. 

Ur.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  give  effect  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
certain  leaseholders  of  Auckland  City  prrperty, 
presented  by  him  to  this  House,  and  fioieci 
them  against  any  attempted  retrospective  1  ps- 
lation  in  favour" of  the  Auckland  City  Council 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  leaseholders. 
He  presented  a  petition  to  the  House  someDiDS 
agt)  from  certain  leaseholders  in  Auckland  who 
had  city  property  to  which  it  was  found  the 
Corporation  could  not  give  them  a  thoroQghif 
sound  title.  They  had  been  disputing  with  the 
Corporation  for  some  time  about  it,  and  they 
dreaded  that,  by  some  hasty  legislation,  the 
House  might  pass  an  Act  or  clause  having  » 
retrospective  effect,  and  putting  them  suddeiily 
in  an  unfair  position  with  regard  to  the  Cor]»- 
ration.  There  was  a  Public  Bodies' Leaseholds 
Bill  before  the  House,  and  they  did  not  kno* 
what  clauses  might  suddenly  be  proposed  in  it. 
In  order  to  guard  against  such  an  event  he 
asked  this  question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  no  such  intention. 
The  Bill  referred  to  only  gave  local  bodies  fur- 
ther powers,  but  it  did  not  deal  with  leasing. 
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IMPOUNDING  ACT. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  next  session,  introduce 
«n  amendment  to  the  Impounding  Act,  so  as 
to  enahle  pastoral  lessees  of  the  Crown  to  im- 
poond  cattle  in  cases  where  the  owner  of  the 
eattle  cannot  be  found  ?  The  following  extract 
from  a  letter  would  explain  the  question : — 

"  I  now  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  present  time  there  are  twenty  head 
oi  cattle  running  here,  and  I  can  only  see  the 
brands  of  three.  At  this  time  of  year  it  is 
impossible  to  see  the  brands  of  cattle  unless 
they  are  yarded,  and  even  then  it  is  in  many 
cases  useless,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  their 
coats  :  still,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Act,  my 
only  remedy  is  to  take  the  brands  and  see  the 
owners.  It  is  often  impossible  to  find  the  owner. 
In  this  district  cattle  are  bought,  sold,  and 
exchanged  amongst  the  diggers  and  settlers, 
and  the  brand  is  no  proof  of  ownership.  If  it 
were  made  legal  to  impound  o£E  a  run,  a  pastoral 
tenant  would  know  what  to  do ;  but  at  present 
the  Act  seems  to  encourage  trespass." 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  this  was  a  very  im- 
portant question,  and  had  been  very  much  dis- 
cussed in  the  House  when  the  Impounding  Bill 
was  under  consideration.  He  did  not  see  any 
reason  for  a  change  of  the  law  at  the  prcs(3nt 
time,  but  he  would  consider  the  question 
daring  the  recess. 

NEW  ZEALAND  AGRICULTURAL 
COMPANY. 

Sir  0.  GREY  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  promised  correspondence  between  Mr.  W. 
H.  Pearson  and  the  Government  relative  to 
the*valuation  of  lands  which  were  purchased 
hy  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company 
Kill  be  laid  before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  was  no 
corruiipondence  on  record  in  the  Land  Depart- 
ment at  Wellington  with  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject, authorizing  Mr.  Pearson,  the  late  Com- 
mi>sioner  of  Crown  Lands,  to  value  the  land  of 
the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company.  The 
order  of  the  House  had  been  referred  by  the 
Land  Department  to  the  other  departments, 
to  find  if  any  correspondence  existed  there. 

Sir  G.  GREY  supposed  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  aware  that  Mr.  Pearson  did 
value  the  land,  and  that,  from  what  was 
itated  in  the  report  of  the  company,  this  was 
<ione  when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  not  aware  that  that  was 
the  case.  He  had  not  seen  the  report  of  the 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  and  he 
had  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

BLIND  INSTITUTION. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  place  a  sum  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mencement during  the  recess  of  an  institution 
for  the  care  and  instruction  of  the  blind  in 
New  Zealand  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  this  matter  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  during  the   last 


recess,  and  he  had  before  him  a  great  number 
of  papers  and  letters  bearing  on  the  subject. 
He  had  communicated  with  some  blind  people 
who  had  been  educated,  and  others,  as  to  the 
starting  of  a  school.  The  present  position  was 
this  :  There  were  only  five  children  from  this 
colony  now  being  educated  in  the  Melbourne 
school,  two  others  being  on  the  way  back  to  the 
colony.  Of  those  five,  two  were  being  partly 
paid  for  by  their  parents,  and  the  cost  of  only 
three  was  wholly  borne  by  the  colony.  A  return 
showing  these  facts  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Until  there  were  more  blind  in  the  colony  it 
would  be  cheaper  to  continue  to  have  them 
educated  at  Melbourne  than  to  start  a  school 
in  New  Zealand.  No  doubt  the  time  would 
come  when  this  colony  should  have  a  separate 
establishment ;  but,  after  carefully  considering 
the  matter,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  time  had  not  yet  come. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  there  were  more  blind  in 
the  colony  than  the  number  indicated. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  aware  of  that. 

PERSONS  COMMITTED  FOR  TRIAL. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
are  aware  that  since  April,  1883,  persons  com- 
mitted for  trial  have  been  and  are  subjected  to 
the  name  restrictions  and  privations  as  con- 
victed prisoners  ?  This  was  a  question  about 
which  there  had  been  a  little  misunderstand- 
ing. He  found  it  had  been  reported  in  the 
newspapers,  and  circulated  among  members, 
that  he  was  asking  this  question  because,  hap- 
pening to  visit  the  gaol  some  little  time  ago, 
he  found  that  the  Maoris  now  there  awaiting 
trial  were  not  allowed  to  receive  tobacco  from 
their  friends.  It  was  certainly  this  visit  that 
first  drew  his  attention  to  the  subject,  because 
they  felt  it  to  be  a  very  great  privation.  He 
was  sorry  this  was  a  point  on  which  the  ma- 
jority of  members  of  the  Government  would  not 
feel  as  much  sympathy  as  himself.  But  he 
would  appeal  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the 
Minister  of  Mines,  and  would  ask  them  how 
they  would  like  to  be  deprived  of  tobacco. 
The  Minister  of  Justice,  unfortunately,  did  not 
smoke ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  the  Premier 
or  the  Native  Minister  knew  the  luxury.  If 
they  did  they  would  feel  that  it  was  a  very 
serious  privation  to  keep  men  used  to  tobacco 
without  it  for  two  or  three  months,  especially 
when  they  led  such  a  dull  life,  and  a  life  so 
full  of  care,  as  men  necessarily  must  when 
they  were  confined  awaiting  trial.  Now, 
he  would  not  think  for  one  moment  of  asking 
that  the  regulation  should  be  more  favourable 
for  prisoners  of  one  race  than  for  tlioso  of 
another.  On  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the  un- 
convicted prisoners — he  made  no  distinction — 
he  wanted  to  represent  the  hardship  of  de- 
priving them  of  what  must,  in  their  case,  be 
one  of  the  chief  enjoyments  they  could  have. 
Although  the  Minister  of  Justice  did  not  smoke, 
he  would  like  to  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that 

Earthly  power  doth  then  show  likest  God's 

When  mercy  seasons  justice; 
and  that  it  was  a  wrong  thing  altogether  ta 
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treat  persons  who  were  presumably  innocent 
until  they  were  proved  to  be  guilty  in  exactly 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  convicted 
prisoners.  He  believed  the  deprivation  he  had 
referred  to  was  unfair,  unmerciful,  and  un- 
necessary ;  and  bo  hoped  the  ^linister  of  Justice 
would  see  that,  although  he  did  not  smoke 
himself. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  question  put  on  the 
Order  Paper  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  so  general  tbat  ho  (Mr.  Tolo)  was  pre- 
pared to  state  the  whole  of  the  differences  of 
treatment  of  convicted  and  unconvicted  pri- 
soners ;  but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
his  remarks  had  confined  himself  to  the  matter 
of  tobacco,  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to 
mention  other  subjects.  There  were  certain 
of  the  prisons  in  the  colony  where  tobacco 
never  had  been  allowed  to  any  one — Auck- 
land and  Wanganui,  for  instance ;  and  the 
Visiting  Justices  iu  many  parts  of  the  colony 
had  represented  that  it  was  imperative  that 
it  should  be  sto))ped.  In  1881  the  Visiting 
Justices  of  Lyttelton  Gaol — the  largest  gaol  in 
the  colony — recommended  that  the  practice  of 
giving  tobacco  slunild  bo  stopped,  not  only 
there,  but  generally  throughout  the  colony; 
and  consequently  it  was  stopped  there:  and 
the  efforts  of  the  Prisons  Department  had  been 
directed  ever  since  to  extinguish  whatever 
remained  of  this  privilege,  and  it  was  now 
almost  absolutely  extinguished.  The  supply- 
ing of  tobacco  to  the  gaols  used  to  cost  the 
colony  about  IC^)00  a  year. 

Mr.  MOSS  did  not  ask  for  that.  Let  their 
friends  give  it  to  them. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  there  would  then  immediately 
be  jealousy  between  those  who  got  tobacco  and 
those  who  had  no  friends  to  give  it  to  them,  and, 
as  a  result,  the  Government  would  be  called 
upon  to  equalize  the  position  by  renewing  the 
practice  of  supplying  tobacco,  at  a  cost  of  £500 
a  year  or  so — a  very  large  sum.  He  did  not 
think  tobacco  was  a  necessary  at  all ;  it  was 
a  luxury.  The  honourable  gentleman  must  re- 
member that,  however  innocent  an  unconvicted 
prisoner  might  prove  to  be,  there  was  a  prinid 
facie  case  against  him,  and  he  was  under  sus- 
picion ;  and  for  those  persons  the  Government 
should  not  be  called  on  to  provide  luxuries. 
Certain  rules  of  discipline  must  be  maintained, 
for  if  they  were  once  broken  through  it  would 
lead  to  the  subversion  of  all  prison  rule,  and  to 
serious  abuses.  Unconvicted  prisoners  would 
make  "  plants "  of  tobacco,  which  convicted 
prisoners  would  get — both  would  be  punished, 
discipline  would  be  destroyed,  and  very  great 
trouble  would  be  caused.  Without  going  into 
the  matter  any  further,  he  would  say  that  he 
did  not  see  any  reason  for  changing  the  present 
system  :  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was  the 
most  economical  and  the  best. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  it  was  rather  hard 
that  unconvicted  persons  should  be  punished  in 
this  way. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  AFOSS  said, — I  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  that  the  House  may  consider  the 
Injustice  that  is  being  done  to  a  number  of  men 
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helplessly  in  our  power — men  of  all  races,  cha- 
racters, and  creeds  —  detained  in  our  prl^ion* 
awaiting  trial,  and  presumably  innocent.  I 
was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  Minister  say  that  such 
persons  should  be  treated  as  under  susptcioa 
at  all  events.  That  is  a  principle  unknoAvn  to 
English  law,  and  which  ought  not  for  a  moment 
to  be  countenanced.  We  know  that  if  these  mea 
had  money  or  rich  friends  they  would  be  l.iLled 
out ;  but,  not  being  able  to  find  frien«ls  rich 
enough  to  bail  them,  society  has  to  detain  them 
for  safe  custody  to  be  ready  to  meet  their  tri^ 
But  I  think  it  is  the  first  time  that  it  has 
been  laid  down  in  any  English  Legislature  tbat 
prisoners  detained  for  trial  are  to  be  treated  as 
persons  under  suspicion.  What  are  you  going 
to  do,  if  those  persons  are  found  to  be  inno- 
cent ?  An  honourable  friend  near  me  laughs. 
I  caimot  laugh  at  these  matters.  It  appears 
to  me  that  this  Legislature,  with  the  enor- 
mous power  it  wields,  ought  occasionally  to- 
have  some  consideration  for  humanity,  and 
ought  not  to  reserve  all  its  feeling  and  fill  its 
intellect  for  questions  of  roads,  bridges,  and 
railways.  With  what  eagerness  would  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimea  rise  to  tl» 
occasion  if  it  were  a  question  of  roaJ^  or 
works  in  his  district !  but  here,  when  we  hav& 
higher  business,  larger  principles  concerned* 
the  honourable  member  laughs  and  ridicules. 
To  me  it  seems  a  very  important  question.  It 
is  a  question  which  ought  to  lift  us  above  the 
ordinary  road-and-bridge  atmosphere,  for  ii  is 
our  bounden  duty  to  feel  for  those  who  are  in 
our  power.  We  sit  here  as  kings,  we  \rield 
enormous  jiower,  and,  wielding  that  power, 
surely  the  weak  and  helpless  ought  to  be  oar 
first  consideration.  There  is  no  need  to  be  so 
careful  of  the  rich  and  strong.  They  can  pro- 
tect themselves.  They  do  not  want  your  help 
or  mine.  I  have  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  give  honourable  membersaa 
opportunity  of  considering  the  matter.  I  was 
surprised  to  licar  the  remarks  which  fell  from 
the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  I  think  that  he 
will  hold  different  views  two  or  three  years 
hence.  Office  has — I  will  not  say  a  hardening 
effect,  but  it  has  a  narrowing  effect ;  and  I  feel 
sure  that  if  the  ^linister  were  not  in  cfiice  he 
would  not  have  taken  the  view  which  he  has 
expressed  this  afternoon  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  KERR.— I  do  not  know  why  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  have  particularly  picked 
me  out  for  reference. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  will  tell  the  honouiabk 
gentleman  why.     Ho  laughed  loudest. 

Mr.  KERR.— Well,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  carry  this  thing 
out  in  the  prisons  as  they  at  present  exist. 
One  difficulty  would  be  this :  that  in  the  prison 
these  two  classes  of  people  must  mix  together. 
I  do  not  see  how  you  could  prevent  one  class  of 
men  giving  tobacco  to  the  others.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  honourable  member  is  doing 
this  for  the  good  of  the  men  who  are  in  the  pri- 
son, but  in  order  that  he  may  say  to  the  people 
outside  the  prison,  "  You  see,  I  am  the  poor 
man's  friend." 

Mr.  HAKUENE.— I  entirely  indorse  wha* 
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lias  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell.  It  troubles  me  to  think  that  people 
Trho  are  imiocent — who  have  not  been  con- 
victed of  any  crime — should  be  treated  as  if 
thev  were  proved  to  be  guilty.  If  they  were 
puilty  it  would  be  a  different  thing.  I  think  it 
is  a  serious  matter — ^I  mean  the  trouble  that 
led  up  to  the  taking  of  these  prisoners;  and 
members  of  this  House  should  consider  the 
matter  very  fully.  Honourable  members  must 
bear  in  mind  that  they  are  all  liable  to  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  these  prisoners, 
4md  we  ought  to  consider  what  is  right.  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  always  see  that  the  laws 
are  carried  out  with  justice  and  mercy,  and 
that  people  awaiting  trial  should  not  be  treated 
with  the  severity  with  which  they  are  treated. 
If  honourable  members  think  that  the  prisoners 
should  be  treated  severely  because  the  colony 
jnight  have  to  buy  tobacco  for  them,  I  say  that 
they  need  not  be  afraid  of  that,  because  the 
Haori  people  will  collect  tobacco  and  take  it  to 
them.  Now,  with  regard  to  Te  Whiti,  he  has 
said  that  tobacco  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
him,  because  he  has  difficulty  in  breathing, 
and  the  want  of  tobacco  aff^cts  his  health. 
Looking  at  the  matter  from  that  point  of  view, 
I  think  that  Te  Whiti  should  be  fljlowed  to  use 
tobacco,  and  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
see  their  way  to  relax  the  regulations  relating 
to  prisoners  awaiting  trial. 

Mr.  PERE.— I  ask  that  the  indulgence  of 
tobacco  may  be  granted  to  these  prisoners. 
Perhaps  the  regulation  against  prisoners  using 
tobacco  was  passed  because  it  was  thought  in- 
advisable to  allow  prisoners  the  use  of  matches. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  objection  can  be 
uiged  in  this  case,  because  Te  Whiti  is  allowed 
the  use  of  a  fire.  It  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  Te  Whiti's  crime — if  it  is  a  crime — ^is 
a  very  exceptional  one.  It  is  different  from  the 
crimes  of  other  people.  Te  Whiti  is  under  the 
beUef  that  the  land  has  been  taken  from  him 
wrongfully.  Although  the  land  is  occupied  by 
Europeans,  and  they  have  built  houses  upon 
it,  Te  Whiti  is  under  the  impression  that  that 
land  should  not  have  been  taken  from  him,  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  bringing  about  an  inquiry 
that  he  took  the  steps  he  did.  If  he  had  wished 
to  take  a  wrongful  course,  he  could  have  killed 
people  or  burned  down  their  houses.  Seeing 
that  he  has  not  been  tried  yet,  but  is  an  inno- 
cent person,  I  think  that  he  should  be  allowed 
to  have  tobacco.  I  am  sure  he  would  not  abuse 
the  privilege.  Natives  love  t(^acco  and  pota- 
toes more  than  anything  else  in  the  way  of  food, 
just  as  Europeans  attach  great  importance  to 
tea  and  bread,  and  just  as  Chinamen  cannot 
get  along  without  rice.  I  hope  the  Minister  of 
Justice  will  relax  the  regulations.  It  will  be 
quite  time  to  treat  Te  Whiti  as  a  criminal— as 
a  prisoner — when  he  is  proved  guilty.  I  think 
the  first  duty  is  to  extend  justice  to  all  per- 
sons—to every  one — and  particularly  to  those 
who  are  placed  in  the  position  that  Te  Whiti 
is  in.  I  am  not  making  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  convicted  persons.  Some  honourable  mem- 
ber has  said  that  it  would  cause  jealousy  if 
some  prisoners  were   supplied  with   tobacco, 


and  not  others;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
matter  need  be  considered  at  all.  The  Native 
members  make  this  request  in  the  House ; 
and  the  same  indulgence  could  be  granted 
to  other  prisoners,  if  an  appeal  were  made 
on  their  oehalf.  I  believe  Te  Whiti  made 
a  request  himself  to  a  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  now  reiterate  that  request. 
I  hope  the  members  of  this  House  will  support 
me  in  having  this  law  relaxed.  The  members 
of  this  House  have  full  power  to  bring  about 
that  alteration  if  they  think  fit.  I  ask  them  to 
help  me  in  having  this  indulgence  granted  to 
Te  Whiti.  It  was  in  consequence  of  a  law 
passed  in  this  House  formerly  that  these  regu- 
lations were  made,  and  I  now  ask  that  they  be 
relaxed. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Sir,  there  are  two 
points  raised.  The  one  is  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  tobacco  to  prisoners  generally,  and 
the  other  is  as  to  the  prison  regulations  with 
regard  to  unconvicted  prisoners.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  supply  of  tobacco  to  prisoners,  I 
have  always  looked  upon  the  regulation  pro- 
viding that  that  should  not  be  continued  as 
I  one  of  unnecessary  hardship,  because  I  feel 
I  quite  con\incod  that  as  regards  those  pri- 
'  soners  who  are  used  to  tobacco  one  of  the 
I  best  incentives  to  good  conduct  is  the  idea 
that  a  little  of  it  can  be  got,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  punishments  to  any  person  who  has 
used  tobacco  is  to  be  deprived  of  it.  It  has 
always  seemed  to  me  that  the  arrangement 
was  a  most  harsh  and  cruel  one,  and  did  not 
tend  to  meet  the  end  we  have  in  view — ^namely, 
that  prisoners  should  come  out  of  gaol  better 
than  they  went  in.  I  brought  this  matter  before 
the  House  some  years  ago,  and  gave  the  same 
opinion  then  that  I  do  now.  In  the  district  I 
;  represent  there  is  certainly,  on  the  part  of  the 
I  Visiting  Justices,  a  very  strong  feeling  that  an 
error  was  committed  in  making  this  regulation 
with  regard  to  prisoners  in  general.  Then, 
with  regard  to  prisoners  who  are  there  simply 
for  safe  custody,  to  be  tried,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  great  injustice  to  deprive  thorn  of 
the  ordinary  wants  of  life  which  could  be  given 
without  interfering  at  all  with  prison  dis- 
cipline. We  do  not  know  that  a  prisoner  is 
guilty  until  he  is  tried.  We  are  told  that  there 
is  a  prima  facie  case  against  him ;  but  you  have 
no  right  to  begin  the  punishment  upon  a  priTnd 
facie  case,  beyond  keeping  the  man  in  safe 
custody.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  Maori  pri- 
soners in  particular,  I  should  say  that  we  ought 
to  be  doubly  particular  in  dealing  with  them, 
and  not  deprive  them  of  comforts  which  are  to 
them  far  greater  than  they  are  to  us.  When 
Te  Whiti  was  in  prison  at  New  Plymouth  I 
visited  him,  I  think,  every  week,  and  we  saw 
there  that  ho  had  tobacco,  and  fresh  fish,  and 
things  of  that  kind  that  his  friends  were  quite 
willing  to  give  him.  We  went  so  far,  in  our 
capacity  as  Visiting  Justices,  as  to  allow  him  to 
have  apples  and  oranges  and  things  of  that 
kind  that  could  do  no  harm  whatever,  so  far  as 
prison  regulations  are  concerned,  and  were  very 
grateful  to  him  and  his  friends.  It  did  not 
make  the  least  difference  to  the  people  outsida 
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— to  the  general  public ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  humane  treatment  of  Te  Whiti  and 
his  followers  was  an  essential  element  in  the 
after-peace  of  the  district.  Now  they  have 
brought  Te  Whiti  to  Wellington  I  do  hope  the 
prison  authorities  will  relax  the  prison  regula- 
tions in  his  favour.  That  is  the  feeling  I  have 
with  regard  to  this  matter;  and  I  hope  the 
whole  subject  that  has  been  introduced  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  will  soon  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Considering  the  period 
of  the  session  and  the  urgency  of  business, 
I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  lengthened  re- 
marks ;  but  I  strongly  indorse  the  statements 
and  the  arguments  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki.  1  think  in  this  case — I 
mean,  relating  to  the  ^laori  prisoners — that  the 
Government,  if  they  can  possibly  see  their  way, 
should  relax  the  prison  regulations. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— For  the  reasons  stated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki.  I 
have  already  stated  that  I  do  not  propose  going 
into  this  question  at  any  length  ;  but  I  think  in 
this  case  the  relaxation  should  be  made,  if  the 
Government  can  at  all  see  their  way  clear  to 
make  it. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
this  debate,  because  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
very  unimportant  one ;  but  I  should  just  like  to 
Bay  one  or  two  words  in  reference  to  it.  1  may 
say  that  I  speak  with  twenty  years'  experience 
of  tobacco.  It  has  been  alleged  during  the 
course  of  this  discussion  that  it  is  a  very  great 
hardship  to  deprive  prisoners  of  tobacco.  Well, 
Sir,  I  do  not  coincide  at  all  in  that  idea.  I 
believe  tliat  all  of  us  would  be  very  much 
better  without  tobacco ;  and  I  know  verj*  well 
that  the  taste  mpidly  disappears,  and  that 
persons  who  have  been  some  years  in  gaol 
acknowledge  the  benelit  they  have  received 
from  giving  up  the  use  of  tobacco.  But  the 
strongest  argument,  it  appears  to  me,  that  has 
been  used  in  favour  of  allowing  tliis  unfortu- 
nate Native  chief  to  have  tobacco  is  that  his 
health  appears  to  sutTer  from  being  deprived  of 
it.  Now,  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that  tobacco 
is  occasionally  prescribed  by  the  faculty  for 
some  pulmonary  diseases,  and  I  think  that  is 
one  strong  reason  why  he  should  not  be  de- 
prived of  that  weed.  I  think,  also,  the  House 
"will  rcco^iize  the  circumstances  of  his  case — 
which  1  am  not  going  into — as  of  an  exceed- 
ingly exceptional  character;  and  I  think  it 
would  bo  a  gtnerous  act  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vermnent  to  make  an  exception  in  this  case  to 
the  establish,  d  rule. 

^liijor  ATKINSON. — I  also  express  a  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  reconsider  this  question 
of  prison  regulations.  It  does  seem  to  me  un- 
fair. I  am  not  a  smoker  myself,  and  never 
have  been :  but  I  have  happened  to  be  with 
smokers,  and  it  seemed  to  me  tl:at  they  did 
suffer  very  much  if  they  missed  tlieir  pipe  ;  and 
esjveially  is  that  the  ca*e  if  their  mode  of  life 
is  chanced— if  they  have  to  go  out  and  "rough 
it/'  as  It  is  calleil.  Now,  when  people  are  put 
in  gaol  their  circumstances  of  life  arc  generally 
Colonel  Trimble 


new — at  any  rate,  that  is  the  case  with  fizit 
offenders ;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  agais^ 
the  general  principle  of  English  law  that  yoa 
should  put  a  man  to  greater  disability  than  it 
absolutely  necessary  before  he  has  been  -proved 
guilty  of  any  offence.  I  hope  the  honouiabk 
gentleman  will  reconsider  the  matter.  I  coc- 
fcss  that,  so  far  as  tobacco  is  concerned,  I  h&vs 
no  sympathy  with  it  whatever.  I  think  peoph 
would  be  much  better  without  it,  and  I  am  sme 
that  those  who  do  not  smoke  woald  be  veir 
much  better  without  the  amount  of  tobacco 
that  they  are  obliged,  through  coming  in  ccai- 
tact  with  smokers,  to  inhale,  whether  they  like 
it  or  not.  I  suffer,  myself,  very  much  for  the 
first  fortnight  of  the  session  from  the  smoke  I 
have  to  inhale  against  my  wish.  But  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  reconsider 
the  matter,  and  that  no  one  should  be  pat  to 
greater  personal  inconvenience  while  being  de- 
tained for  trial  than  can  be  possibly  avoid^l. 

^fr.  TOLE. — ^The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  seems  to  forget  that  the 
regulations  under  which  we  are  acting  now 
were  the  regulations  of  his  own  Minister  of 
Justice,  ^Ir.  Conollv. 

Major  ATKINSON.— May  I  say  that  I  in- 
tended to  refer  to  that  ?  My  honourable  friend 
the  late  ^linistcr  of  Justice  told  me  so  a  fev 
minutes  ago ;  and  I  meant  to  refer  to  it,  and  to 
express  my  regret,  and  to  say  that,  were  1  now 
in  the  position  I  was  in  then,  they  certainly 
would  not  be  continued  longer. 

Mr.  TOLE. — I  was  going  on  to  say,  further, 
that  these  regulations  were  carefully  considered 
by  that  honourable  gentleman  and  by  the 
otftcers  of  the  department,  and  seem  to  hare 
acted  very  w^ell  on  the  whole.  I  will,  farthei, 
say  this,  with  reference  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Pamell :  that  it  is  quite  clear  U> 
me  that  that  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
have  brought  this  question  forward  but  for  the 
element  introduced  into  it  by  the  circumstance 
that  Te  Whiti  is  now  in  gaol.  What  is  the 
fact  ?  The  present  rule  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  tobacco  into  gaols  has  obtaiced  for 
eleven  years — namely,  since  1875 — except  oa 
the  written  consent  of  a  Visiting  Justice  or  the 
Surg t. on  of  the  gaol.  The  only  alteration  made 
by  the  rules  of  1883  is  that  "the  Visiting  Jos- 
tic  es  were  deprived  of  the  power  of  giring  that 
consent,  and  it  now  rests  solely  with  the  Gaol 
Surgeon.  That  is  the  position.  I  may  say, 
also,  that  the  inauguration  of  this  rule  and 
the  carr}*ing-out  of  it  strictly  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  a  vert'  great  deal  of  good.  It  has 
been  proved  indisputably  that,  for  years,  people 
of  a  vagrant  type  were  in  the  habit  of  commit- 
ting crmies  about  winter-time  and  getting  into 
gaol,  and  having  tlicir  smoke  and  living  there 
in  comfort  till  the  winter  was  over.  That  was 
continued  for  years. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Were  they  convicted  persons? 

Mr.  T  OLE.  —  Convicted  persons,  and,  of 
course,  also  persons  awaiting  trial.  In  this  way 
crime  decreased  wonderfully  when  the  prefent 
rule  came  into  force.  That  is  a  notorious  fact 
I  would  further  obsen-e  that  this  is  no  new 
role.    It  does  not  obtain  only  in  New  ZealAQ^* 
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Smoking  is  absolutely  prohibited  in  the  prisons 
of   the  United  Kingdom,   and  no  tobacco  is 
allowed  in  the  prisons  of  other  colonies  ;  so  that 
we   are  more  merciful — we  do  give  it  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Gaol  Surgeon.    I  am 
glad  this  matter  has  been  brought  up.     I  made 
it  my  business  to  visit  the  gaol  on  Sunday,  and 
is  was  with  verj-^  great  difficulty  I  could  get  into 
the  gaol  for  the  number  of  members  of  the 
House  who  were  there.    I  was  very  sorry  to  see 
that,  because  I   think  to  make  the  imprison- 
ment  of    Te    Whiti   appear   anything   like   a 
martyrdom  was  wrong,  and  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  express  my  opinion  to  one  or  two  members 
there.     I  did  not  see  the  prisoners  until  the 
membeis  had  gone  away,  and  I  then  saw  To 
Whiti  at  his  tea.     He  did  not  ask  me  for  any 
tobacco;  but  I  passed  on  to  see  Titokowaru, 
and  on  my  return  Te  Whiti  made  this  request 
for  the  **pipe."     He  pointed  to  his  chest,  and 
I  inferred  that  he  had  some  chest  affection.     I 
immediately  said,  *'  The  doctor  will  be  here  to- 
morrow :  you  ask  him,  and,  if  he  approves,  you 
may  have  tobacco ;  but  there  is  a  regulation 
which  provides  that  you  cannot  have  it  with- 
out the   recommendation   of   the    doctor."     I 
learned  since  that  the  doctor  sounded  him  next 
day,  and  said  that  he  never  tested  a  sounder 
chest;   and  he  absolutely  declined  to  give  Te 
Whiti  tobacco.     The   rule  is  elastic.     It  pro- 
vides  that   in  all  cases  of    necessity  tobacco 
shfill  be  given  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Gfiol  Surgeon.     I  think,  altogether,  the  rule  is 
a  proper  one,  and  I  say  that  with  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  my  office,  and  all  the  sense  of 
justice  which  I  should  entertain   in  a  case  of 
tkis  kind.     If  Maoris  or  Europeans  get  tobacco, 
why  should  not  Chinamen  get  opium,  which  is 
almost  as  much  a  necessity  to  them  as  tobacco 
is  to  the  Natives  ? — and  there  are  many  Euro- 
peans even  to  whom   smoking   is  as  much  a 
necessity  as  it  is  to  the  Natives.     In  Auckland 
I  was  asked  if  I  would  allow  plum-pudding  to 
be  given  to  the  prisoners,  because  it  would  be 
an  incentive  to  improvement. 
An  Hon.  Member. — Why  not  ? 
Mr.  TOLE.  —  Well,  why  not  give   them  a 
glass  of  beer  or  whiskey,  or  allow  them  to  go 
out  to  the    theatre  for  an   evening,  or  allow 
temperance  reformers  to  go  into  the  gaols  and 
dehver   lectures   or   get    up    entortviinments  ? 
Where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn?     Where  was 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  1883  when  this 
whole  question  was  discussed  ?     I  have  looked 
in  vain  in  Hansard  for   a  protest   from   the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 
Mr.  MOSS.— Against  smoking? 
Mr.  TOLE. — The  honourable  member  at  the 
time  referred  to  Hogging,  but  not  to  smoking, 
though  that  subject  amongst  others  was  under 
discussion.     The  honourable  member  for  Tara- 
naki  did  speak  on  the  question  of  tobacco,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  did  not. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^The  argument  was  as  to  con- 
victed prisoners. 

Mr.  TOLE.— The  prison  regulations  refer  to 
unconvicted  as  well  as  convicted  prisoners. 
We  should  never  have  heard  of  this  question  if 


it  had  not  been  for  Te  Whiti.  I  have  visited 
all  the  largo  gaols  in  the  colony,  and,  in  answer 
to  my  inquiries  if  there  were  any  complaints, 
I  have  never  heard  a  single  unconvicted  person 
ask  for  tobacco.  I  really  think  there  is  nothing 
in  this  question  raised ;  and  this  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  will  settle  nothing  : 
but  I  will  ask  the  House  to  support  me  in 
maintaining  the  present  rule. 

Mr.  ROSS. — A  great  deal  has  been  said  of 
the  hardships  of  those  who  are  deprived  of 
tobacco  in  prison.  I  look  upon  smoking  as 
being  a  very  filthy  habit.  It  is  an  excrescence 
of  barbarism  which  was  grafted  on  to  the 
boasted  civilization  of  the  sixteenth  century ; 
but  it  has  got  such  a  hold  upon  all  classes  of 
society  that  it  .seems  impossible  that  one  can 
get  up  to  raise  his  voice  against  it  without 
giving  offence  or  incurring  a  certain  amount  of 
odium.  In  Berlin,  some  years  ago,  an  Act 
was  passed  prohibiting  smoking  in  the  streets, 
under  a  penalty  of  1  thaler.  I  think  the 
habit  should  not  only  be  done  away  with  in  our 
gaols  and  public  institutions,  but  even  in  our 
streets.  How  often,  as  one  is  walking  along 
the  footpaths,  one  meets  some  foul-mouthed 
smoker,  and  is  compelled  to  receive  the  fumes 
from  his  mouth  and,  frequently,  the  ashes  from 
his  pipe ! 

Mr.  PARATA.— The  l^finister  of  Justice  has 
stated  that  tobacco  is  given  to  prisoners  in  cer- 
tain gaols — that  it  has  been  supplied  to  prison- 
ers in  Auckland  and  other  places.  There  are 
many  Europeans  and  Natives  who  value  their 
tobacco  more  than  anything  else,  and  it  is  a 
great  hardship  that  they  should  bo  deprived  of 
it  when  thej^  go  to  gaol.  It  is  quite  right  that 
indulgence  should  not  be  shown  to  prisoners 
who  have  been  convicted  of  a  great  crime.  It 
seems  that  the  regulations  have  been  relaxed 
in  certain  cases :  why  should  they  not  be  relaxed 
now  ?  I  think  that  the  request  which  Te  Whiti 
has  made  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  should  be 
granted.  I  have  been  to  see  Te  Whiti  to-day, 
and  it  struck  me  that  he  was  not  in  such  good 
health  as  he  was  when  he  was  in  the  South. 
Seeing  that  Te  Whiti  has  not  been  guilty  of 
any  crime  as  far  as  we  know,  and  tliat  he  has 
not  been  convicted,  I  think  he  should  certainly 
ho  allowed  the  use  of  tobacco — and  not  only  Te 
Whiti,  but  all  his  companions.  If  the  Govcni- 
ment  do  not  like  to  incur  the  expense  of  suj'iply- 
iiig  tiiese  prisoners  with  tobacco,  I  am  sure  the 
relatives  of  the  Natives  would  gladly  do  so.  1 
had  no  wish  that  this  matter  should  be  made 
so  much  of ;  but,  as  the  debate  has  gone  on  at 
such  great  length,  I  think  I  had  better  lay 
before  the  House  all  the  facts  coimecti  d  with 
Te  Whiti's  incarceration.  Te  W'hit  did  not 
break  the  law — he  did  not  assault  anybody,  or 
take  anybody's  life.  The  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  taking  of  Te  Whiti's 
land  should  now  be  looked  into.  If  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  care  to  provide  Te  Whiti 
with  tobacco,  I  ask  them  to  grant  this  conces- 
sion—  namely,  let  Te  Whiti's  relatives  give 
him  some  out  of  their  love  for  him.  If  that  is 
done  I  will  withdraw  my  proposal  for  an  inquiry 
into  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  Te 
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Whiti's  present  attitude.  I  am  afraid  the 
House  is  impatient ;  therefore  I  will  give  way. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  wish  to  express  my 
opinion  that  it  is  not  right  to  deprive  innocent 
people  of  their  tohacco.  I  am  not  a  smoker 
myself,  and  disapprove  very  much  of  the  habit ; 
but  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to  deprive  a 
inan  of  his  tobacco  unless  he  has  been  proved 
guilty  of  a  crime.  The  fact  that  these  rules 
liavo  boon  in  force  for  a  certain  period  is  no 
excuse  for  continuing  them  if  they  are  wrong. 
I  did  not  know  myself  before  that  this  par- 
ticular rule  was  in  force,  or  I  should  certainly 
have  called  attention  to  it  sooner.  I  say  that 
the  fact  that  a  Minister  approves  of  this  rule  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  support  him  if  he  is 
wrong.  This  is  a  question  of  deprivijig  people 
of  a  right  which  they  ought  to  enjoy  until 
tlicy  have  been  convicted  of  crime.  I  think 
that  if  I,  or  some  other  person,  were  sent  to 
gaol  under  the  same  circumstances,  and  had 
not  been  tried,  some  way  or  another  would  be 
found  to  allow  us  to  have  a  smoke  if  we  wanted 
it  in  some  quiet  place.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  would  be  the  case  with  some  persons, 
and  that  this  rule  falls  unfairly  on  uninfiuential 
people. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  that  by  next  session 
we  shall  have  to  introduce  some  Standing 
Order  by  wliich  a  single  member  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  HovQ  we  have  been  since  half-past 
two  —  and  it  is  now  nearly  half-past  live — 
and  nothiiij?  has  been  done  except  that  the 
adjonrnmciii  has  been  moved  twice.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  necessary  for  at  least  nine  or  ten 
members  to  require  it  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  Houoo  is  moved.  I  think  it  is  also  very 
inopportune  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  and  others  to  show  sympathy  with  those 
who  have  broken  the  law  in  this  way.  In  fact, 
to  my  mind  it  is  most  discreditable  for  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  as  soon  as  they  find  that 
a  person  has  broken  the  law  in  such  a  way  as 
might  lead  to  (,'rave  complications,  to  take  those 
persons  in  hnri<l  and  sliow  such  an  amount  of 
uncalled-for  sympathy  with  them.  It  is  really 
doing  the  best  they  can  to  stop  the  course  of 
justice;  on-\  that  is  a  thing  which  no  Parlia- 
ment shouiu  consent  to.  I  am  surprised  at  the 
honourable  geiitleman.  This  is  not  a  political 
matter,  but  it  is  a  case  of  breaking  the  law  of 
the  land.  ^Vhy,  th.en,  should  those  people  be 
taken  in  h.rjyi  in  this  way?  The  matter  of  the 
tobacco  is  simrly  brought  forward  as  a  peg  to 
hang  sonic ihii.f^  else  upon.  He  has  allowed 
tliis  question  to  stand  over  for  many  years, 
and  has  taken  no  notice  whatever  of  it,  but 
now  suddenly  he  brings  it  forward  in  this  ex- 
traordinary way,  with  a  desire  to  show  sym- 
pathy with  certain  persons  who  have  brokni 
the  law.  I  til  ink  members  would  do  much 
better  if  they  would  tr>'  to  devise  means  for 
stopping  smoking,  especially  among  the  youth 
of  the  colony.  I  tell  them  that  what  is  now 
goinj:?  on  in  this  colony  is  degenerating?  our 
youth  physically.  You  cannot  go  along  the 
streets  of  any  town  without  seeing  youths 
down  to  the  age  even  of  eight  or  ten  years 
Mr.  Parata 


smoking  their  cigars  and  cigarettes.  Tboi^ 
should  be  some  law  passed  to  prohibit  smokai'j 
as  it  is  going  on  now ;  for  it  is  injuring  om' 
youths  physically,  mentally,  and  morally.  Bi(; 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  take  up  ^ 
case  of  people  who  are  committed  for  tnal  hx 
having  broken  the  law,  and  he  tells  us  that  m 
ought  to  give  them  tobacco  because  they  bAW 
been  accustomed  to  it.  I  take  it  that  somed 
my  own  countrymen  are  rather  fond  of.  ftoi 
have  been  accustomed  to,  drinking  whiske?. 
Will  the  honourable  gentleman  contend  ibk 
prisoners  of  my  nation  ought  to  be  supi^«d 
with  whiskey  because  they  have  been  accis- 
tomed  to  it?  Then,  others  take  delight  is 
theatrical  entertainments,  and  gy  to  tl^it 
whenever  they  can;  they  probably  take  mtw 
enjoyment  in  that  than  others  do  ia  tobacco; 
and  why  should  they  be  deprived  ol  it  ?  If  » 
person  has  the  misfortune  to  be  conmiitted  to 
prison  he  must  abide  by  the  prison  rales,  h 
is  not  OS  if  we  were  dealing  with  Te  Whiti  and 
the  other  Maori  prisoners  under  a  spec'Al  Act  of 
the  Assembly.  They  are  being  dealt  with  under 
the  ordinary  laws  of  the  colony.  They  hsre 
broken  a  law  which  has  been  the  law  ^f  Eng- 
land since  the  time  of  Richard  II.,  and  I  &s< 
why  this  misplaced  sympathy  should  be  shorn 
to  them. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— The  argument  cf  iM 
Premier  is  altogether  beside  the  question.  He 
says,  practically,  that  these  men  are  to  k 
punislied  although  they  have  not  yet  he«i 
proved  guilty.  The  English  law,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  that  until  a  man  has  been  prored 
guilty  of  a  crime  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymea 
ho  is  assumed  to  be  innocent ;  but  the  pie- 
sent  prison  regulations  punish  these  me& 
although  they  have  not  been  proved  guilty.  I 
am  not  a  smoker  myself,  and  Uierefore  I  ha^ 
no  personal  sympathy  with  these  men  in  th»t 
respect ;  but  I  hold  that  this  discussion  is  bo 
waste  of  time,  because  we  are  striving  to  uphotdi 
a  principle  of  the  English  law  which  has^ 
always  been  held  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  safe- 
guards of  the  subject.  The  next  thing  will  be 
that  we  shall  have  a  vegetarian  as  PriiM 
Minister,  who  will  argue  that  it  is  inadvisaWe 
that  prisoners  should  eat  meat,  and  therefore 
wo  should  take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  that  and 
pass  a  law  that  they  shall  eat  nothing  but  oat- 
meal, which  is,  I  believe,  a  favourite  article  of 
consumption  by  some  of  the  fellow-countrymai 
of  our  present  Prime  ^Finister.  That,  certainly, 
would  be  a  pimishment  to  persons  who  are 
accustomed  to  live  on  different  fare.  Even 
with  regard  to  whiskey,  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  alluded,  I  would  say  that  those 
who  are  merely  kept  in  confinement  to  in- 
sure their  safe  keeping  should  not  be  de- 
prived of  it  if  it  were  necessary  for  them. 
If  you  cannot  under  the  present  regulati'^n? 
keep  unconvicted  prisoners  safe  without  mixing 
them  up  with  those  who  have  been  convictai, 
and  subjecting  them  to  the  same  strict  regula- 
tions, you  should  remedy  your  prison  rules. 
Nothing  should  bo  done  with  such  persons 
beyond  what  is  necessary  for  keeping  them  in 
safe  custody  until  they  are  tried.    One  hears  a 
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great  deal  in  this  Hoase  about  protecting  the 
poor  man  ;  but  here  is  a  ccbse  in  which  the  rich 
man  is  protected  as  against  the  poor,  lor  the  rich 
man,  if  he  is  charged  with  a  crime,  can  get  bail 
and  go  about  and  enjoy  himself  till  he  is  tried, 
vhile  the  poor  man  has  to  stay  in  gaol  for  per- 
haps three  or  four  months  and  suffer  punish- 
ment during  all  that  time,  though  he  has  not 
been  convicted  of  any  crime.  It  is  specially  a 
hardship  to  Maoris,  who  are  so  accustomed 
to  tobacco  that  it  is  their  greatest  necessary. 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  any  one  who  has 
broken  the  law,  but  I  maintain  that  these 
people  have  not  been  proved  to  have  broken 
the  law.  There  may  be  very  clear  evidence 
against  them;  but  neither  the  Premier  nor 
any  one  else  has  a  right  to  say  that  they  have 
broken  the  law  until  it  has  been  absolutely 
proved  that  they  have  done  so;  but  he 
lULS  no  right  to  prejudge  the  case,  and  espe- 
cially in  this  House.  My  fullest  sympathy 
goes  with  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell ; 
and  I  maintain  that,  although  au  afternoon 
has  been  spent  over  this  matter,  it  has  not 
been  wasted  if  the  expression  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  members  shows  the  Government 
that  an  alteration  in  the  prison  regulations 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — Surely  the 
opinion  of  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  can  only  lead  to  the  greatest 
absurdity.  No  one  asserts  that  Te  Whiti  has 
broken  the  law ;  but  he  has  placed  himself  in 
circumstances  of  the  greatest  suspicion,  and 
it  is  in  the  highest  degree  likely  that  it  will 
be  proved  that  he  has  broken  the  law,  a 
primd  fade  case  having  been  made  out  against 
him.  We  all  admit  that  the  circumstances 
arc  quite  sufficiently  suspicious  to  warrant 
ns  in  incarcerating  him ;  and  therefore,  if 
we  are  legally  justified  in  depriving  him  of 
his  Uberty,  we  are  surely  as  much  justified  in 
depriving  him  of  his  tobacco.  The  thing  is 
r  mere  nonsense.  How  can  you  bring  a  man  to 
justice  at  all  if  you  cannot  do  these  things? 
The  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
azgnments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is  that 
you  should  have  no  one  incarcerated  pending 
trial.  I  will  only  add  that  I  agree  with  the 
Premier  in  regretting  that  the  time  of  the 
House  should  have  been  taken  up  over  so 
tmmpery  a  matter. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. —I  should  not  say  a  word 
on  this  subject  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  ex- 
traordinary speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Blount  Ida.  The  honourable  gentleman 
evidently  did  not  spend  the  time  in  getting  up 
that  speech  which  he  usually  does,  or  he  would 
not  have  spoken  as  he  has  done.  The  reason 
for  incarcerating  Te  Whiti  and  the  others  is 
not  to  punish  them,  but  to  secure  their  persons 
until  the  day  of  trial ;  and  they  are  held  to  be 
innocent  until  they  are  tried  and  convicted, 
and  should  not  be  punished.  Under  these  cir- 
camstances  the  honourable  gentleman  is  en- 
tirely wrong  in  his  arguments. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  can  only  regret  that  the 
business  of  the  House  has  been  so  much  delayed 
in  discussing  this  subject.    I  was  glad  to  hear 


the  Minister  of  Justice  deal  with  the  matter  as 
he  did,  and  explain  the  position  so  clearly.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  and 
others  were  making  a  great  mistake  when  they 
took  upon  themselves  to  go  and  visit  the  gaol  on 
Sunday  with  a  view  of  turning  it  almost  into 
a  wild-beast  show.  When  a  dozen  or  fifteen 
persons  were  confined  there  on  this  charge  was 
not  a  time  for  members  of  this  House  to  ma.ke 
a  rush  to  the  gaol.  I  did  not  quite  catch 
whether  they  were  committing  a  breach  of  the 
prison  regulations  by  going  there  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  TOLE.— No. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
Mr.  BRYCE. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  member  for  Hoki- 
tika  the  other  night  made  reference  to  a  banquet 
which  took  place  ten  years  ago.  I  suggested  to 
him  that,  although  I  recognized  some  of  the 
terms  of  the  report  he  was  reading,  probably 
the  chairman  of  that  banquet  was  somebody 
else.  On  refreshing  my  memory  by  reading  a 
paper  I  find  that  I  was  entirely  wrong,  and 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  entirely 
right,  and  that  moreover  the  report  he  read,  as 
far  as  my  recollection  goes,  contains  the  sub- 
stance of  what  I  said  at  the  time.  I  might  be 
permitted  to  explain,  perhaps,  still  further ;  but 
the  explanation  is  so  obvious  that  I  feel  it  un- 
necessary to  make  it. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY LOAN  BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Nortli  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan 
Bill,  said, — A  great  deal  was  said  about  this 
measure  in  the  late  debate.  I  thought  it  bet- 
ter not  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  leave 
it  imtil  the  Bill  came  up.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  secure  the  expenditure  of  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  authorized.  There 
is  no  disguising  the  fact  that,  as  it  stands 
now,  any  votes  passed  against  the  Public 
Works  Fund  might  be  met  out  of  this  loan ; 
and,  moreover,  it  was  in  the  exercise  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  responsibility  and  risk 
that  the  Government  fore  bore  to  negotiate 
the  loan  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  pre- 
ferring, if  possible,  not  to  do  so  until  Par- 
liament could  secure  its  application  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  intended.  If  this 
Bill  were  thrown  out,  and  if  the  ideas  of  some 
honourable  members  weit:  ciiiried  into  effect, — 
that  borrowing  should  cease, — there  is  no  dis- 
guising the  fact  that  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan,  under  the  law  as  it  stands  now,  would  be 
applicable  to  all  purposes  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  Therefore  I  apprehend  that  there  are 
no  members  of  the  House  who  will  not  be  glad 
to  see  tliis  Bill  passed — not  only  those  who 
may  be  interested  in  the  railway  itself,  but 
those  who  may  feel  that  an  obligation  devolvea 
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On  them  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  for  undoubtedly  it  was  the  case,  when 
this  loan  was  authorized  some  three  years  ago, 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  specifically  devoted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.  I 
take  it,  therefore,  that  there  will  be  no  honour- 
able members  who  will  oppose  the  Bill  as  a 
whole.  Now  as  regards  its  purport.  The 
various  objects  to  wMch  the  loan  is  allocated 
are  these — they  all  strictly  belong  to  it  with  the 
exception  of  one,  which  I  shall  discuss  sepa- 
rately— that  is  to  say :  The  cost  of  raising  the 
loan,  and  repayment  to  the  Public  Works  Fimd 
of  advances  made  on  account  of  the  railway, 
on  account  of  its  survey,  on  account  of  ac- 
quiring land  for  the  railway  itself,  are  all  pur- 
poses which  it  was  always  intended  should 
be  recouped  out  of  the  loan  when  negotiated. 
The  single  exception,  then,  is  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands  to  the  value  of  £100,000.  As  re- 
gards that,  I  am  perfectly  free  to  confess  that 
it  is  a  new  feature,  and  I  have  already  explained 
it  to  the  House,  so  that  there  is  no  disguise 
about  it.  It  is  adopted  as  a  means  of  increas- 
ing the  amount  available  for  expenditure  out 
of  the  general  Public  Works  Fund  for  general 
purposes.  Now,  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  ventured  to  express  my  opinion  as  to 
what  was  for  the  benefit  of  Auckland — some- 
times against  the  opinions  of  many  of  its 
members ;  and  on  this  occasion  also  I  wish 
to  express  a  strong  opinion  that  every  Auck- 
land member,  every  Wellington  member,  every 
member  representing  Taranaki  —  in  fact,  all 
those  who  have  an  interest  in  this  railway — 
will  greatly  mistake  the  interests  they  specially 
represent  if  they  oppose  the  clause  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ;this  land.  It  is  a  stroke  of  good  for- 
tune to  those  specially  interested  in  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line  that  the  Government  are 
able  to  come  down  and  propose  what  will  really 
be  a  magnificent  endowment  for  opening  up  the 
country  in  connection  with  the  line.  There 
is  no  disguise  in  the  matter — it  is  a  chance 
which  has  come  to  those  interested  in  the 
railway.  In  ordinary  circumstances,  if  this 
land  were  bought  out  of  ordinary  loan  funds, 
if  it  were  not  sufficiently  desirable  to  charge 
it  specially  to  this  special  loan,  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  would  have,  like  those  of  other  lands 
purchased  from  the  Natives,  been  applicable  to 
all  the  purposes  of  the  colony,  instead  of  being, 
as  now  proposed,  a  specific  endowment  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  the  country  adjacent  to 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  The  Govern- 
ment have  maturely  considered  the  matter,  and 
they  think  it  desirable  that  the  land  should  be 
bought  out  of  this  loan,  recognizing  that  the 
rest  of  the  loan  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  land  should  be  specifically  tied  down  for 
the  proper  purposes  of  the  railway.  The  Go- 
vernment feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  propose 
that  the  land  should  be  set  apart  as  a  special 
endowment  for  purposes  connected  with  the 
railway  to  open  up  the  country  adjacent  to  it. 
It  is  quite  absurd  to  think  that  the  railway 
will  not  be  finished :  £100,000,  more  or  less,  will 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  colony  finishing  the 
line.  There  can  therefore  be  no  cause  for  any 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


honourable  member  to  pretend  that,  because 
this  £100,000  is  taken  away  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  land,  the  completion  of  that  railway  will 
be  in  the  least  degree  jeopardized.  The  fact 
therefore  remains  that  we  are  offering  this  land 
as  an  endowment  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  the  country  connected  with  the  railway. 
That  the  land  will  be  of  enormous  value  in 
the  future  is  my  strong  opinion.  There  are 
parts  of  the  country  that  the  railway  will  open 
up  which  are  unquestionably  very  rich  in 
mineral  wealth,  and  there  are  parts  which 
I  have  authority  for  saying  will  prove  better 
than  honourable  members  have  had  reason  to 
believe ;  and,  in  short,  if  this  endowment  is 
properly  managed  it  will  be  the  means  of  en- 
abling railways  in  connection  with  the  trunk 
line,  in  course  of  time,  to  be  made  to  expedite 
the  settlement  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
line.  If  there  were  any  other  line  to  which  a 
loan  had  been  specially  allocated,  and  a  pro- 
posal were  made  to  give  in  this  way  a  great 
endowment  for  works  subsidiary  to  that  line,  I 
do  not  think  the  members  representing  the 
districts  through  which  the  line  ran  wonld 
offer  any  objection.  If,  as  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand, the  members  from  Auckland  particu- 
larly object  to  this  allocation  as  being  not  quite 
fair  to  them,  I  will  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that,  if  the  land  is  purchased  out  of  anj 
other  fund,  the  proceeds  of  the  land,  when 
sold,  will  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony 
generally  instead  of  being  devoted  as  I  haTe 
stated.  I  do  not  wish  the  Bill  to  pass  under 
any  false  pretence,  but  I  state  plainly  that  the 
object  is  to  tie  up  the  loan ;  and  we  find  it 
convenient,  for  financial  purposes,  to  aid  the 
general  Public  Works  Fund,  to  expend  £100.000 
out  of  this  loan  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land ; 
and  we  think  it  is  fair  and  in  accordance  witii 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  past  that  the 
land  so  purchased  should  be  set  apart  in  the 
manner  proposed.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  further 
remarks,  and  I  beg  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill ;  but  I  shall  also  feel  it  my  duty  to 
very  strongly  oppose  subsection  (5)  of  clause  4, 
and  the  whole  of  clause  5.  The  Treasurer  now 
tells  us  that  the  reason  why  we  are  asked  to 
make  an  appropriation  out  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Lino  Loan  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
land  is  that  he  has  not  enough  money  other- 
wise ;  and  apparently  he  is  in  a  difficultv  to 
know  where  to  turn  to  get  this  money.  Well, 
that  does  not  look  very  like  a  well-thought-oni 
finance.  The  Government  now  tell  us  they 
have  thought  out  this  matter  carefully;  and» 
apparently,  in  order  to  make  this  proposal 
palatable,  they  hold  out  a  sort  of  bait  to  the 
North  Island  members  that  there  shall  noi 
only  be  enough  money  provided  to  make  thfr 
railway,  but  that  there  shall  be  an  endowment 
for  the  making  of  branch  railways,  tramw^js^ 
and  roads  along  it.  I  venture  to  say — ajid  I 
speak  at  the  present  moment  as  a  North  Island 
member — that  we  do  not  want  any  endow- 
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ments  of  that  sort.    We  do  not  want  to  secure 
any  unfair  advantages  over  the  rest   of  the 
colony.    I  do  not  see  why  the  proceeds  of  Crown 
lands— and  these  lands  would  then  be  Crown 
lands— sold  anywhere  should  be  applied  to  the 
North  Island  any  more  than  to  the  South. 
The  line  the  House  has  taken  with  regard  to 
the  Land  Fund  is  clear — that  all  parts  of  the 
colony  should  be  treated  alike  in  the  matter — 
that,  if  any  profit  arises  out  of  the  disposal  of 
the  land,  it  should  go  into  the  general  fund. 
Let  the  rest  of  the  colony  have  its  fair  share  of 
the  profits  of  land  along  the  railway,  as  we 
have  from  the  Land  Fund  derived  from  other 
ports  of  the  colony.     I  am  only  speaking  of 
late  years;   for  we  know  that  formerly  many 
ports  of  the  colony  lived  and  grew  fat  on  the 
heritage  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  want  to  raise  the 
question  now,  but,  as  I  have  always  contended 
that  the  Land  Fund  of  the  colony  belongs  to  the 
colony,  I  have  no  wish  now  to  see  it  localized 
in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Bill.     But  surely 
the  Treasurer  is  able  to  devise    some   other 
means  of  finding  money.     I  venture  to  think 
he  will  find  the  North  Island  members  do  not 
want  money  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  in  order 
to  get  specml  benefits.    The  offer,  no  doubt,  is 
made  in  a  way  which  may  make  it  rather  hard 
for  North  Island  members  to  refuse;   but  I 
think  we  should  refuse.    Of  course  it  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  use  part  of  the  Trunk 
Lme  Loan  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
Native  land  if  the  money  cannot  be  found  in 
any  other  way ;  but  if  it  is  used  in  that  way  it 
must  be  borrowed  in  ordinary  course  as  an 
advance,  to  be  recouped  subsequently.     But 
there  shou  Id  be  no  occasion  for  that  at  aJl.    The 
Treasurer  has  told  us  ho  sees  his  way  clearly, 
and  he  laughed  at  the  idea  that  he  had  not  the 
money  when  we  talked  about  his  not  having 
the  £800,000,  and  he  has  kept  on  laughing  till 
now;  but  now  he  tells  us  he  has  not  got  the 
funds.    But  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wants 
ftmds  for  this  purpose  he  can  have  them  under 
the  Loan  Bill  we  shall  consider  to-night.    We 
'   can  strike  out  certain  railways  in  its  schedule 
':   which  the  Premier  quite  agrees  are  not  wanted, 
and  we  shall  be  happy  to  assist  the  Premier  in 
reducing  the  schedule  to  works  which  are  re- 
quired— ^works  such  as  the    Premier  pointed 
out,  and  such  as  the  Opposition  have  always 
pointed  out.      Then  the  Treasurer  will  have 
amply  sufi&cient  balance  to  provide  from  the 
general  fund,  instead  of  taking  it  from  a  special 
fond  allocated  to  a  special  purpose.    I  quite 
agree  with  the  Treasurer  that  there  is  no  fear 
that  a  question  of  £100,000,  more  or  less,  will 
make  any  practical  difference  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  railway ;  but  I  do  object  altogether 
to  these  special  allocations  of  Land  Fund  to 
:  particular  districts   in    this  way.      It  would 
create    enormous    complications,    and   would 
I  create  enormous  difficulty  to  settle  presently  ; 
^  and,  further  than  that,  it  would  be  raising  hopes 
■  which  I,  for  one,  submit  are  not  very  likely  to 
I  be  fulfilled  for  many  years  to  come,  if  at  all. 
:  Therefore  I  do  hope  the  Government  will  see 
\  their  way  to  permit  the  parts  of  the  Bill  I  have 
iiefexred  to  to  be  struck  out.     The  Treasurer 


holds  this  proposal  out  as  rather  a  boon  to 
North  Island  members — to  get  a  special  ad- 
vantage ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  we  do  not  re- 
quire any  special  benefit ;  and,  as  I  say,  there 
is  no  difficulty,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  says  he  is  hard  up,  in  providing  him  with 
the  necessary  money  out  of  the  other  loan. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— As  a  South  Island 
member  I  voted  for  the  loan  for  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line  as  a  colonial  work  ;  and  my 
impression  is  that  this  House,  or  any  House 
which  may  succeed  it,  will  see  that  that  line 
is  made  if  it  costs  a  great  deal  more  than  a 
million,  as,  no  doubt,  it  will.  I  believe  it  will 
cost  nearer  a  million  and  a  half,  and  therefore 
any  argument  as  to  the  diversion  of  £100,000 
of  the  loan  to  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
affecting  the  completion  of  the  railway  should 
not  have  much  weight ;  for  I  think  the  House 
will  find  the  necessary  money  for  the  purpose 
when  the  time  comes,  by  further  borrowing  if 
it  is  required.  But  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  I  think  we  should  not  devote  any 
portion  of  the  special  million  loan  to  any  other 
purpose  than  the  making  of  the  railway.  I 
earnestly  hope,  therefore,  that  the  whole  loan 
will  be  strictly  tied  down  to  that  purpose,  and 
that,  having  enacted  that  a  special  loan  shall 
be  devoted  to  a  special  purpose,  we  shall 
adhere  strictly  to  that  purpose,  and  not  deviate 
in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature.  Therefore  I  now  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  with  great  pleasure, 
and  I  trust  the  Treasurer  will  see  the  wisdom 
and,  I  might  say,  the  justice,  of  striking  out 
subsection  (5)  of  clause  4,  and  the  whole  of 
clause  5. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— The  Treasurer  has  entirely 
failed  to  show  why  this  proposed  departure 
should  be  made — why  part  of  the  North  Island 
Tnmk  Loan  should  be  diverted  to  the  purchase 
of  Native  land.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  Act 
passed  in  1882  required  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  that  the  proceeds  of  a  loan 
allocated  to  a  special  work  should  bo  tied  dovm. 
more  strictly  to  that  work,  the  Treasurer  should 
confine  his  attention  to  that  point,  instead  o£ 
trying  at  the  same  time  to  introduce  quite  a 
new  feature  in  the  purchase  and  disposal  of 
Native  land.  The  Loan  Act  distinctly  states 
that  the  money  raised  under  it  shall  be  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  the  said  North  Island 
Trunk  line  of  railway ;  and  I  contend  that  the 
making  of  an  endowment  for  the  construction 
of  branch  railways  to  join  the  main  line  out  of 
the  proceeeds  of  this  loan  was  not  contemplated 
in  the  least  when  the  Act  was  passed.  The 
Treasurer  put  it  in  a  way  that  inferred  that 
this  proposal  will  be  conferring  a  favour  on  the 
people  of  the  North  Island,  by  taking  money 
voted  for  one  particular  purpose  to  be  used  for 
another  purpose ;  but  I  believe  the  feeling  is 
very  strong  indeed  that  this  special  loan  should 
not  be  tampered  with  or  diverted  in  any  way 
from  its  original  allocation;  and  I  trust  the 
Government  will  be  willing  to  allow  those  parts 
of  the  Bill  »which  propose  to  so  divert  it  to  be 
struck  out.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  justifi- 
cation for  the  alteration  proposed  in  the  spend- 
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ing  of  the  money,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
oppose  that  in  Gonunittee. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE.  — I  intend  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  so  far  as  it 
**  ear-marks"  the  one  million  loan  for  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway ;  but,  in  common  with 
those  honourable  members  who  have  preceded 
zne,  I  shall  in  Committee  support  the  striking- 
out  of  subsection  (5)  of  clause  4,  and  the  whole 
of  clause  6.  It  will  then  remain  for  the  Go- 
vernment by  some  other  means  to  provide  funds 
lor  the  purchase  of  Native  land  in  the  North 
Island.  I  suggest  that  it  might  be  by  no 
means  improper  that  certain  portions  of  the 
fichedule  of  the  general  Loan  Bill  itself  may  be 
strack  out ;  and  then  the  Government  will  find 
that  they  would  be  able  to  provide,  from  a 
source  that  would  then  be  rendered  open,  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  land — I  mean  the  lines 
from  Blenheim  to  Tophouse  and  Westport  to 
Inangahua,  to  which  exception  has  been  taken. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  we  shall 
•strike  out  clause  5,  and  subsection  (5)  of 
clause  4. 

Mr.  BRUCE.-— I  should  like  to  make  a  very 
lew  remarks  in  reference  to  the  measure  now 
before  the  House.  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  at 
length,  because  I  gave  a  pretty  full  expression 
of  my  views  during  the  recent  debate ;  but  I 
must  say  that  when  I  first  saw  this  Bill  I 
thought  it  was  the  most  incomprehensible 
measure  ever  submitted  to  the  House.  Though 
ostensibly  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  loan  to  the  objects  declared  in  the 
title,  at  the  same  time  it  is  coolly  proposed  to 
use  £100,000  for  a  purpose  not  contemplated 
by  the  House  when  the  original  Act  was 
passed.  Now,  Sir,  where  is  the  necessity  for 
such  a  measure  ?  Has  it  been  customsury  in 
the  past  for  Governments  to  try  to  misappro- 
priate loans  which  had  received  the  sanotion 
of  Parliament  for  certain  specific  purposes? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  cannot  believe  it.  There 
may  be  exceptional  instances. 

Hon.  Membbrs. — No — a  regular  thing. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Well,  Sir,  the  question  that 
suggests  itself  to  me  is  this :  Is  this  Govern- 
ment Afraid  to  trust  itself  with  this  money 
without  having  an  Act  passed  by  this  House  to 
protect  the  money  from  misappropriation?  An 
J^onourable  gentleman  near  me  suggests  that 
it  might  be  done  by  a  Government  that  comes 
ftfter  this  one.  Then,  do  they  wish  by  an  Act 
of  this  House  to  prevent  their  successors  from 
cioing  what  they  themselves  threatened  to  do 
during  the  recess  ?  That  is  practically  the  posi- 
tion. It  appears  to  me  that  this  measure  was 
introduced  in  the  first  place  for  the  purpose  of 
•enabling  the  Treasurer  to  get  hold  of  this 
£100,000,  and,  secondly,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  appear  to  the  country  that  they  have 
Si  perfect  horror  of  seeing  done  that  which  they 
threatened  to  do  during  the  recess.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  when  speaking  of  the  proposal 
to  create  an  endowment  of  land  for  the  line, 
held  it  up  as  a  great  boon  to  the  North  Island  ; 
but.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  North  Island  mem- 
Mr.  Peacock 


bers  will  see  the  advantages  in  the  same  light 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  does  ;  {and,  as  for 
myself,  while  I  shall  be  quite  willing  to  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  shall  vote,  u 
has  been  suggested  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers, for  striking  out  the  objectionable  clauses 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— While  thanking  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  for  his  recommendation  to 
the  North  Island  members  in  the  direction  in- 
dicated by  him  in  his  speech  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  have  to  say  that  1 
will  vote  for  the  second  reading,  but  in  Com- 
mittee I  shall  vote  against  the  clauses  to  which 
exception  has  already  been  taken  by  other 
honourable  members. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  regret  that  I  have  to  look 
at  the  questions  involved  in  this  Bill  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  they  present 
themselves  to  members  from  the  North  Island. 
I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
honourable  gentlemen   generally  do  not  take 
into  account  the  circumstances  under  which 
moneys  are  appropriated  for  public  works.    I 
will  first  refer  to  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  said.    He  asked  if  we  were  afraid 
to  trust  ourselves  with  the  money,  and,  if  that 
was  not  the  reason,  why  we  propose  to  tie  it  up. 
Well,  that  is  not  the  reason  at  all ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  under  our  system  of  finance  it 
is  quite  possible  that  the  money  might  be  en- 
croached   upon    quite   unintentionally.     The 
honourable  member  will  see  this:  that  we  do 
not,  as  a  rule,  get  our  appropriations  passed 
until  nearly  September,  and  the  ikiancial  year 
ends  on  the  81st  March  followfrg,  and  Uie 
money  spent  between  March  and  September  is 
partly  spent  under  imprest.    It  all  comes  out 
of  one  common  fund  for  public  works  purposes; 
and  when  money  is  going  out  from  day  to  day 
for  four  or  five  different  departments  it  is  very 
difl&cult  for  the  Treasury  to  have  any  ched^ 
unless  there  are  specific  appropriations,  and 
therefore,  unless  the  items  are  tied  up,  one 
may  encroach  on  another.     In  1878  the  whole 
of    the    Loan    Act    schedules    passed   during 
previous   years,    amounting    in   all    to    many 
millions  of  money,  were  absolutely  repealed; 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  repeal  the  sche- 
dules to   the  Loan  Acts   between   that   time 
and  this  when  we  propose  to  cha-nge  our  sj?*- 
tem.    Now,  I  am  not  going  again   into  the! 
general  question  of   the  finances;    but  I  say: 
that  if  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
borrectly  represents   the  views  of  the  Nortll' 
Island  members  the  Government  will,  as  fac 
as  possible,  meet  him.    We  shall  not  offer  ths 
slightest  objection  to  the  striking-out  of  clanaa 
6,  if  that  is  the  desire  of  the  North   Islaai 
members ;  but  we  are  not  prepared  to   striki 
out  subsection  (5)  of  clause  4,  because  if  we  dil 
10  we  should  not  be  giving  ourselves  means  ta 
purchase  that  land  which  over  and  over  a^aii 
members  have  urged  us  to  buy  before  proceed^ 
ing  further  with  the  line.    Therefore  we  ai^ 
not  prepared  to  strike  out  that  subsection.    M 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  meiaber  fd 
Auckland  West— that  the  amount  should  U 
placed  in  the  schedule  to  the  other  Loaa  Bill-H 
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I  am  ftfzaid  that  that  cannot  be  done,  because 
that  Loan  Bill  is  for  railway  purposes  alone. 
We  put  our  foot  down  on  that,  as  the  policy  of 
Uie  GoTermnent  is  that  the  money  raised  under 
thftt  Bill  shall  be  applied  to  railway  purposes 
only.    And  if  honourable  members  insist  on 
sinking  out  subsection  (5)  it  may  be  better  that 
the  Bill  should  not  proceed,  and  that  we  should 
accept  what  seems  to    be  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  that 
ire  should  be  trusted  not  to  divert  this  loan, 
and  that  things  should  remain  as  they  are  till 
next  year.  I  do  not  think  it  is  advisable,  there- 
fore, that  we  should  proceed  further  with  this 
Bill  if  subsection  (5)  of  clause  4  be  struck  out ; 
but  clause  5  may  be  eliminated  if  that  is  the 
desire  of  members  from  the  North  Island.     I 
shall  not  follow  the  honourable  member  for 
Sgmont  in  his  speech  beyond  saying  this:  It 
seems  to    me    t^     be     perfectly     legitimate 
that  land  should  be  purchased  for  the  rail- 
vaj;  and  that  by -and -by  it  would  serve  a 
most  useful    purpose.      There    is    no    doubt 
that  the    land    will    require    to    be    opened 
up  veiy  rapidly  after  this  line  is  pushed  on, 
because  the    progress  of    settlement  will    be 
enoimous.    I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant towns  in   the  colony  will   be  formed 
where  the  Wanganui  Biver  crosses  the  main 
line ;  and  there  is  no  question  that  there  is  a 
kige  amount  of  valuable  mineral  country  be- 
tween the  Mokau  and  the  main  line.    In  my 
opinion  the  difficulty  will  be  to  find  means  for 
opening  up  roads  and  branch  railways  to  con- 
nect the  country  with  the  main  line ;  and  I 
think  most  useful  revenue  might  be  derived 
from  land  bought  in  this  way.    Such  an  en- 
dowment as  this,  I  take  leave  to  think,  would 
be  looked  upon  in  the  future  as  a  most  bene- 
ficent provisv>n.    I  am  sorry  to  find  that  it  does 
not  appear  acceptable  to  Auckland  members. 
However,  I  can  only  express  my  own  opinion. 
I  do  so  with  becoming  deference,  and  I  may  be 
wrong.    I  am  sure  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  the   honourable   member  for  Newton  is 
not  influenced  by  party  feeling,  but  has  the 
interests  of  his  constituents  in  view ;  but  my 
opinion  difiers  &om  his,  for  it  seems  t7)  me  that 
the  course  proposed  is  one  which,  if  followed 
oat,  would  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  produce 
yeiy  excellent  results.     I  can  imderstand  ob- 
1  jections  coming  from  Middle  Island  members — 
fte  objection  raised  by  the  honourable  member 
;  lor  Akaroa  was  not  unnatural ;  but  that  mem- 
ken  from  the  North  Island  should  object  to 
tikke  advantage  of   this  opportunity  which  is 
offered  them  of  obtaining  an  endowment  for 
I  this  great  trunk  line  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most 
niphsing  instance  either  of  want  of  discrimina- 
jtion  or  of  unselfishness. 
;    Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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321 


The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— It  appears  that 
the  name  of  the  Hon.  the  ColonisiJ  Secretaiy 
is  at  the  head  of  this  Bill ;  but  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whi taker  has  charge  of  it.  This  Bill 
has  a  special  object.  It  is  intended  to  do  away 
with  what  is  called  '*  the  power  of  the  dead 
hand,"  and  to  deal  with  landed  property  irre- 
spective of  the  will  of  the  party  settling  it.  It 
luLS  advantages  and  disadvantages.  M^  im- 
pression is  that,  although  a  somewhat  sunilar 
Bill  came  before  the  Council  on  a  previous 
occasion,  this  Bill  has  been  brought  in  to  meet 
some  special  difficulty :  and  that  is  the  worst 
feature  of  it.  The  only  case  I  have  heard  of 
which  will  be  at  all  likely  to  require  such  a 
Bill  as  this  is  a  case  where  land  was  bound 
np  for  three  generations.  But  the  mere  act 
of  an  eccentric  old  man  should  not  create 
anj  alarm  in  the  public  mind  that  this 
ciamplo  will  be  generally  followed.  I  ques- 
tion, therefore,  whether  there  is  any  neces- 
fitjr  for  this  Bill  at  the  present  moment.  My 
hnpression  is  that  one  reason  why  land  is 
i  sought  as  a  permanent  investment  beyond 
anjching  else  is  its  peculiar  stability.  It  can- 
not ran  away.  It  cannot  be  converted  imder 
oor  present  law  nearly  so  readily  as  it  could 
be  under  this  Bill  if  it  were  passed,  and  we 
blow  that  whenever  land  is  turned  into  money 
it  becomes,  as  it  were,  fluid.  One  of  the  draw- 
htcks  to  this  Bill  is  the  provision  as  to  reinvest- 
ment. It  is  intended  that  when  land  is  sold 
the  money  shall  be  reinvested.  Supposing  the 
knd  has  been  properly  acquired,  and  the  pro- 
perty is  valuable,  why  sell  it  in  order  to  invest 
again?  Under  tliis  Bill  the  investment  may 
ie  made  in  Government  securities,  or  in  real 
leeurity,  or  in  the  purchase  of  land  in  fee- 
■mple— what  has  just  been  parted  with — in 
tile  payment  to  any  person  becoming  absolutely 
entitled  to  payment,  and  in  the  payment  of 
nsts  and  charges.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  this  is  essentially  a  lawyers'  Bill, 
■and  one  that,  for  all  property  coming  into 
tte  hands  of  lawyers,  will  give  them  double 
lod  treble  the  fees  that  they  have  been  in 
file  habit  of  receiving  heretofore  from  this 
Kurce,  because  it  will  not  permit  the  pro- 
perty to  remain  as  it  is,  and  so,  in  conso- 
ice  of  changes  from  time  to  time,  the 
;es  will  be  multiplied.  There  is  another 
Qie  of  the  Bill  which  I  disapprove  of,  and 
'  is  clause  9,  which  reads,  '*  Capital  money 
ig  under  this  Act  from  settled  land  in 
Zealand  shall  not  be  applied  in  the  pur- 
i  of  land  out  of  New  Zealand,  unless  the 
tlement  expressly  authorizes  the  same."  I 
1  imagine  investment  out  of  New  Zealand 
Bg  better  than  investment  within  New  Zea- 
id.  The  tying  of  the  hands  of  trustees  and 
iventing  them  investing  out  of  New  Zealand 
hink  is  very  wrong.  Then,  there  is  another 
n8e—28 — to  override  settlement :  that  is  to 
^  although  a  settlement  may  be  made  hav- 
[  a  difierent  tendency  from  that  of  this  Bill, 
)  Bill  will  override  the  settlement  and  allow 
I  trustees  to  do  as  they  like.  There  is  another 
ivision  that  1  dislike,  and  that  is  the  one 
ich  allows  a  wife— although  she  is  debarred 


by  the  present  law  from  anticipating  her  in' 
come  by  the  sale  of  property — of  her  own  mo- 
tion to  sell  the  property  under  this  Bill.  There 
are  several  clauses  in  Lord  Caims's  Act  which 
have  been  omitted  from  this  Bill,  although 
they  might  with  advantage  be  included  in  it 
— for  instance,  clauses  5,  6, 15,  and  24  of  the 
Act — the  last  relating  to  the  settlement  of  land 
purchased  or  taken  in  exchange.  Then,  clause 
25  of  the  Act,  which  gives  the  right  to  improve 
the  property  with  a  portion  of  the  capital,  is 
omitted  from  this  Bill.  Clause  28  of  the  Act 
should  also  be  included,  providing  that  the 
tenant  for  life  shall  maintain  and  insure.  Evi- 
dently the  Bill  has  been  got  up  in  a  hurry,  and 
all  the  good  points  of  Lord  Cairn s's  Act  are  not 
included  in  it ;  and  I  would  strongly  urge  upon 
the  Council  that,  if  the  reading  of  the  Bill  a 
second  time  be  assented  to,  it  should  then 
be  taken  and  compared  carefully  with  Lord 
Caims's  Act,  and  everything  in  the  latter 
which  applies  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
colony  should  be  included  in  the  measure  we 
are  now  considering.  There  are  some  miscel- 
laneous provisions  also  which  I  think  it  would 
be  desirable  to  include.  This  Bill  is  to  render 
impossible  the  settlement  of  estates  by  the 
law  of  entail  or  primogeniture,  and,  although 
agreeing  with  the  leading  principles  of  the  Bill» 
I  cannot  help  regretting  that  we  are  doing 
away  with  every  vestige  of  the  laws  that  made 
England  a  great  nation — that  produced  a  race 
of  men  second  to  none  in  the  whole  world  for 

Patriotism  and  honour  and  high  resolve  on 
ehalf  of  their  country ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  imitating  those  whom,  I  think, 
we  ought  not  to  imitate.  I  regret  this  course 
of  legislation  exceedingly;  but  it  cannot  be 
avoided.  Still,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  that 
which  brought  about  the  greatness  of  our  com- 
mon country  wiU  shortly  be  done  away  with 
and  not  a  vestige  of  it  left. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— The  neces- 
sity to  reply  is  almost  done  away  with,  because 
the  greater  portion  of  the  objections  raised  have 
been  objections  to  details,  which  can  better 
be  dealt  with  in  Committee.  The  Hon.  Mr.  ' 
Holmes  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
purport  of  this  Bill.  He  altogether  overlooks 
the  fact  that  wo  have  already  two  statutes — the 
Settled  Estates  Act  of  1865,  and  another  Act 
of  1879 — which  provide  for  leasehold ;  and  the 
reason  why  that  is  not  introduced  into  this 
Bill  is  that  the  provisions  of  those  Acts  arc  suf- 
ficient for  the  purposes  he  mentions  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  rather 
have  consolidated  the  whole  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject ;  but  these  others  exist,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed that  they  should  be  left  on  the  Statute 
Book  to  provide  for  leases  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  that  this  Bill  should  be  confined  to 
the  selling  of  land  entirely  and  absolutely.  I 
have  found — and  I  have  no  doubt  that  other 
honourable  members  have  found  the  same 
thing — that  if  too  many  matters  are  mixed  up 
in  a  Bill  it  generally  gets  thrown  out,  be- 
cause one  honourable  member  objects  to  this 
clause  and  another  to  that,  and  it  has  the 
efiect  of   throwing   the    Bill    out   altogether. 
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whereas  several  Acts  can  afterwards  be  consoli- 
dated and  put  into  one  measure.  I  believe  the 
present  is  not  an  inconvenient  course — that  the 
Bill  should  be  coiifined  entirely  to  questions  of 
sales,  leaving  out  leases,  to  be  dealt  with  after- 
wards. There  are  a  great  number  of  clauses 
which  were  alluded  to  by  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Holmes  which  are  in  Lord  Cairns's  Act  and 
not  in  this  ;  but  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show, 
when  we  go  into  Committee,  that  all  those  that 
are  applicable  to  the  subject  have  been  taken 
out  of  Lord  Cairns's  Act  and  included  in  the 
Bill  now  before  us.  ^ly  honourable  friend  says 
that  he  does  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
Bill ;  but  ho  says  that  there  is  —  I  am  not 
aware  of  tlie  place  to  which  he  refers,  but 
I  believe  it  is  Canterbury — a  case  which  might 
properly  be  dealt  with  under  this  Bill.  If  there 
is  a  case  in  Canterbury  there  may  be  others 
that  we  do  not  know  of,  and  I  believe  that 
there  are  many  in  New  Zealand  that  might 
be  properly  dealt  with.  At  any  rate,  I  think 
that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  before  the  evil 
^ets  too  great  is  to  stand  in  the  way  of  prevent- 
ing their  accumulation,  before  a  lot  of  interests 
have  sprung  up  which  may  occasion  a  great 
■deal  of  difficulty  and  confusion.  It  is  far  better 
that  we  should  take  the  matter  in  hand  and 
put  it  on  a  proper  footing,  and  not  wait  till  great 
•evil  arises,  ^ly  honourable  friend  says,  **  You 
have  got  landed  estate,  and  you  are  going  to 
sell  it ;  and  -vvliy  should  you  sell  it  if  you  are 
going  to  invest  the  money  in  other  land  ?  "  He 
overlooks  this  point :  Suppose  a  man  is  a 
tenant  for  life  of  an  estate  which  is  producing 
nothing.  It  may  be  an  estate  of  five  thousand 
Acros,  which  may  be  worth  £5,000  or  £10,000  ; 
but  yet  it  does  not  return  him  five  thousand 
farthings.  If  he  sells  that  land,  and  purchases 
other  land  producing  a  revenue  of  6  or  8  per 
cent.,  surely  there  is  great  advantage  to  him 
and  no  disadvantage  to  those  who  come  after- 
wards, because  the  value  of  that  land  will  in- 
crease in  proporticn  as  the  country  advances. 
Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very  proper 
»  investment  and  a  very  proper  transaction  that 
one  property  should  be  sold  and  its  place  sup- 
plied by  another  property,  the  first  one  yield- 
ing no  income,  the  second  a  very  good  one. 
Therefore  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  strike  out 
that  clause,  which  enables  money  arising  out  of 
the  sale  of  land  to  be  again  invested  in  land. 
He  also  objects  to  the  provision  relating  to 
married  women ;  but  he  forgets  that  ho  was 
a  party  to  the  passing  of  an  Act  which  puts  a 
married  woman  in  the  same  position  as  men  in 
regard  to  property ;  and  she,  being  a  tenant  for 
life,  would  be  already  enabled,  without  this  law, 
to  dispose  of  her  interest  in  property.  But  the 
reason  tiicse  clauses  are  retained  in  this  Bill  is 
simply  this:,  that  the  Married  Women's  Pro- 
perty Act  applies  to  the  future,  and  not  to  the 
past ;  while  the  clauses  in  this  Bill  apply  to 
both  past  and  future.  Therefore  the  use  for 
these  clauses  will  be  gone  when  sufficient 
time  has  elapsed  for  those  women  who  have 
been  married  before  the  passing  of  this  Act 
to  die  off.  We  have  already  dealt  with  the 
question  of  married  women ;  and,  for  myself, 
Eon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


I  have  always  advocated  that  they  should  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  regards  property 
as  men  are  in.    When  the  past  hEis  been  cleared 
up  all  women  will  stand  precisely  in  the  same 
position,     ily  honourable  friend  says  the  old 
laws  produced    good.      I  apprehend  what  we 
want  to  do  is  to  prevent  the  havoc  that  has 
been  done  under  the  old  law.     I  need  not  p  ' 
again  into  the  time-worn  arguments  and  his- 
tory of  the  subject :  these  will  be  found  in  the 
books  to  be  obtained  in  the  Assembly  librarv, 
pointing  out  all   the   evils  which  exjst  nnder 
the    law    of    settlement.      And    I    would  re- 
mind honourable  members  of  this:  We  have  i 
dealt  with  almost  everything  relating  to  land,  I 
and  almost  the  only  thing  remaining  at  &11  1 
in    which    we    can    make    any    improvement  j 
whatever  is  by  some  such   Bill  as  this.    Mr 
honourable  friend  says  the   Bill  was  got  up  ] 
hurriedly.     The  Bill  was  drawn  up  more  thin 
three  years  ago,  and,  although  then  on  a  mora 
extended  scale,  as  it  consolidated  the  different 
laws  that  exist,  still  all  the  clauses  are  taken 
out  which  have  reference  to  the  saie  of  land. 
I  have  a  number  of  notes,  but  I  do  not  think  ' 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  go  through  them, 
because  it  appears  to  me  that   there  was  no 
objection  taken  to   the  principle  of  the  Bili. 
The  speech  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves  was, 
to  me,  a  most  extraordinary  one.     If  I  under- 
stand him  aright  his  opinion  is  this :  that  things 
are  very  bad,  and  are  going  from  bad  to  worse; 
but  it  is  best  to  let  them  get  into  such  a  state 
tha*;  we  must  have  a  revolution  in  order  to  pat 
them  right.      That  is  altogether   contrary  to 
the   proverb  that   **  Prevention  is  better  than 
cure."    Is  it  not  better,  when  we  see  an  enl 
coming,  to  avoid  it,  than  allow  it  to  come  to  a 
most  dangerous  head,  and   then  deal  with  it 
in   a  dangerous   fa.shion  ?      I  am  not  behind 
my  honourable  friend   in  desire    to  put  the 
land -laws  in   a  position  by   which   we  shall 
avoid  all  the  evils  that  have  resulted  in  other 
countries  through  the  tying-up  of  land.    We 
have  done  away  with  entail,  and  we  have  put 
landed  property  in  the  same  position  as  per- 
sonal property.     Very  little  now  remains  to  he 
done.     It  is  true  that  I  brought  in  a  Bill  ia 
1881.     ^lany   of  my  honourable  friends,  jar- 
ticularly    the  Hon.    Mr.    Stevens,    look  upcsn 
that  Bill  as  being  very  much  better  than  ^ 
present  one.     I  still  think  it  is  ;   but  it  went 
just  ui)on  the  opposite  principle  to  the  present 
Bill.     It  went  on  the  principle,  not  of  curing  j 
evils  after  they  have  arisen,  but  of  absolutely 
preventing  evils  occurring.    It  provided  that  na 
person  should  be  allowed  to  restrain  the  aheua- 
tion  of  land.     That  Bill  was  referred  to  a  C>om- 
mittco,  and  was  laid  aside  to  this  extent:  It, 
was  said,  "It  is  a  very  important  matter;  let 
the  country  see  what  it  is ;  "  and  it  was  put  aff- 
from  time  to  time  for  five  years.     I   itay  ta« 
time  has  come  when  we  should  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  that  as  speedily  as  possible.    Hers 
we  have  the  best  authority  for  what  we  ar». 
doing.     We  are  not  going  to  follow  a  Socialist 
or  a  reckless  Radical,  but  we  are  following  aa; 
eminent  statesman  and  an  eminent  lawyer  oi^ 
a  conservative  m.ind,  who,  seeing  the  evils  an»^ 
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tag  out  of  this  law  of  settlement,  took  the 
m&tter  in  hand  for  the  parpose  of  getting  rid 
of  those  evils.  I  believe  the  Bill  has  worked 
vciy  satisfactorily  in  England,  and  I  have  no 
doabt  it  will  work  satisfactorily  here.  I  think 
we  should  be  doing  a  great  wrong  to  reject  this 
Bill  on  this  occasion.  I  propose  to  give  every 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  various  clauses, 
i&d  if  we  can  make  any  improvements  in  the 
Bill  it  will  give  me  great  satisfaction.  I  am 
ilso  quite  willing  to  re-examine  Lord  Cairns's 
Bill;  and,  if  anything  has  been  omitted  from 
this  measure,  let  us  insert  it. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

New  clause  36.  —  Treasurer  may,  in  each 
Snancial  year,  grant  loans  to  local  bodies  to 
inch  amount  as  may  be  appropriated  by  Parlia- 
ment for  that  purpose. 

Amendment  moved  to  strike  out  the  last 
paragraph  of  clause  36,  as  printed  in  the  Bill. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  17. 
Bathgate  Martin  Swanson 

Bonar  Peacock  Walker 

Brett  Reeves  Whitaker 

Buckley  Rc3'nolds  Williams 

Di;aian  Shcphard  Williamson. 

Lahmann  Shrimski 


Noes,  16. 

Holmes  Peter 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Pollen 

Mantel!  Stevens 

Menzies  Wigloy 

Miller  Wilson. 


Aclsnd 

Bamicoat 

Brandon 

Chamberlin 

Fraser 

Grace 

Majority  for,  1. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

'Clause  195. — When  resolution  deemed  to  be 
arried. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  thefol- 
otsing  words  be  omitted :  **  If  the  number  of 
iptes  given  for  the  proposal  within  the  several 
idin^,  taken  together,  is  not  less  than  three- 
Ifths  of  the  total  number  of  votes  given  at  the 
»H  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid ;"  with  the  view  of 
Merting  the  following  words :  *»  If  a  majority 
tt  number  of  tho  ratepayers  vote  in  favour  of 
^  proposal,  and  the  number  so  voting  arc 
Jtitled  to  more  than  one-half  in  number  of 
ne  Totes  which  can  be  exercised  by  the  whole 
amber  of  ratepayers." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
fttt  of  the  clauso." 


Itoiicoat 
Iftthgatc 


Ayt:s,  11. 
Bonar 
Buckley 


Shephard 
Shrimski 

Noes,  13. 
Mantell 
Menzies 
Miller 
Pollen 


SwansoD. 


Stevens 
Whitaker 
Williamson 
Wilson. 


Peacock 
Reynolds 

Brett 

Chamberlin 

Dignan 

Eraser 

Holmes 

Majority  against,  2. 

Words  struck  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  198. — Special  loan  for  special  public 
works  for  portion  of  county. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved  tho  follow- 
ing  proviso  :  **  Provided  always  that  the  total 
amount  of  all  rates,  general,  separate,  and 
special,  levied  in  one  year  in  any  county  or  part 
of  a  county  shall  not  exceed  seven  farthmgs 
in  tho  pound." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 


Bamicoat  Mantell  Stevens 

Brett  Menzies  Swanson 

Dignan  Miller  Williamson 

Holmes  Peter  Wilson. 


Ayes,  12. 
Mantell 
Menzies 
Miller 
Peter 

Noes,  12. 
Kenny 
Lahmann 
Peacock 
Pollen 


Kenny 
Lahmann 


Bathgate  Kenny  Reynolds 

Bonar  Lahmann  Shephard 

Buckley  Peacock  Shrimski 

Eraser  Pollen  Whitaker. 

The  Chaibman  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the 
"  Noes." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEB. 

Clause  14. — Leave  of  absence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  moved  to 
strike  out  "shall,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  clause, 
and  insert  after  "  hereafter  "  the  words  **  ap- 
pointed shall." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  tho  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause."  ^ 

Ayes,  12. 


Bathgate 
Buckley 
Fraser 
Holmes 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Grace 


Lahmann 
Peter 
Reynolds 
Shephard 

NOKS,  11. 
Kenny 
Mantell 
Menzies 


Shrimski 
Swanson 
Williamson 
Wilson. 

Pollen 

Stevens 

Whitaker. 


Johnson,  G.  R.  Miller 

Majority  for,  1. 
Words  retained. 
Progress  reported. 

PORT  CHALMERS   FIRE-BRIGADE  SITE 
BILL. 
The  Hon.   Mr.  WILSON,   in  moving  tho 
second  reading  of  tho  Port  Chalmers  Fire-Bri- 
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gade  Site  Bill,  ^aid  its  object  was  to  enable  a 
prohtable  use  to  be  made  of  a  small  piece  of 
iand  granted  for  the  site  of  a  fire-brigade  station 
at  Dunedin.  The  Local  Bills  Committee  had 
reported  that  the  Standing  Orders  had  been 
complied  with,  and  recommended  that  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  be  allowed  to  pass.  In  Committee 
he  would  move  that  the  proposed  amendment 
be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB  congratulated 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  introducing  one 
of  the  most  wonderfully-constructed  Buls  it 
had  ever  been  his  fortune  to  see.  The  pre- 
amble was  remarkable  in  itself.     It  said, — 

**  Wherean  by  *  The  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Act,  I'^'i'Ij*  it  was  enacted  that  the 
Governor  migJit,  among  other  things,  issue  a 
Crown  grant  in  fee  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
Mayor,  Councillors,  and  burges^ses  of  the 
Borou;ih  of  Port  Chalmers  of  the  piece  of 
land  therein  and  in  the  schedule  hereto  de- 
scfiljcd,  together  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
to  bo  held  in  trust  as  a  site  for  a  tire-brigade 
station." 

That  was  the  object  for  which  the  land  was 
given.  The  land  was  vested  in  the  Corporation, 
and  the  Corporation  was  going  to  agree  with 
itself  to  erect  a  fire-brigade  station  on  another 
piece  of  land.  The  next  peculiar  part  was 
this : — 

**  And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  two  separate 
grants  from  the  Crown,  dated  respectively  the 
fourth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty- six.  and  the  twentieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  the  said  parcel  of  land  is  vested  in  the  said 
Corporation  to  be  held  in  trust  as  aforesaid." 

So  that  there  were  two  separate  Crown  grants 
for  one  piece  of  land.  There  was  no  explana- 
tion why  it  became  necessary  to  Crown-grant 
the  land  twice.  After  getting  the  land  the  Cor- 
poration found  that  it  was  not  a  proper  place 
for  a  fire-brigade  station ;  and  they,  it  appeared, 
had  imide  arrangements  with  themselves  that 
it  ^^as  desirable  to  erect  a  town-hall,  a  fire- 
bri^rade  station,  and  municipal  buildings  on 
another  piece  of  land.  The  Bill  went  on  to 
say  that  the  land,  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  was 
to  be  let  for  twenty-one  years,  subject  to  **  all 
such  covenants,  agreements,  conditions,  and 
provisiona  as  the  Council  shall  think  fit."  The 
usual  limitations  in  such  cases  were  absent 
from  the  Bill.  The  mortgage  was  to  be  of  a 
peculiar  character,  for  the  land  was  not  to  be 
subject  to  sale.    The  Gth  clause  provided, — 

*'  All  moneys  borrowed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  be  applied  in  or  towards  the 
erection,  maintenance,  repair,  or  rebuilding 
of  a  town-hall,  fire-brigade  station,  and  other 
municipal  buildings,  in  conjunction  with  a 
'  Customhouse,  Courthouse,  and  other  buildings 
for  public  purposes,  upon  section  numbered 
four  hundred  and  eight  on  the  map  of  Port 
Chalmers,  or  in  or  towards  the  repayment  of 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  may  from 
time  to  time  be  charged  upon  the  said  piece  of 
land ;  and  such  fire-brigade  station  may  be 
erected  in  connection  with,  or  as  part  of,  any 
other  building  on  land  at  Port  Chalmers  afore- 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 


said  vested  in  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  or  A| 
Corporation :  Provided  that  no  lender  of  tk 
said  moneys,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  ooi 
cemed  to  see  or  inquire  as  to  the  applieatiasi^ 
the  said  moneys,  or  be  answerable  for  the  nk 
application  or  non-application  thereoL" 

So,  whether  the  f^-brigade  station  and  dl 
those  other  buildings  were  to  belong  to  til 
Queen  or  to  the  Corporation  they  did  Ml 
Imow.  All  they  did  know  was  that  a  site  ad 
apart  for  a  fire-brigade  station  was  not  to  fa| 
used  for  that  purpose  at  all.  His  hononiaUl 
friend  had  most  ingeniously  contrived  tla^ 
first  of  all,  the  Corporation  should  get  tki 
piece  of  land  for  a  fire-brigade  station;  sd 
then  they  found  another  place  more  saitab^ 
and  they  got  power  to  raise  money  on  the  Ml 
site  for  the  purpose  of  building  on  the  othoJ 
This  was  the  conversion  of  land  held  on  xisd 
to  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  never  intendeiJ 
The  ingenuity  of  the  whole  thing  was  jol 
simply  this  :  They  wanted  money  to  biaM 
a  station,  and  they  wanted  a  piece  of  Iscdlod 
the  station.  They  got  the  land  for  the  stadoaa 
but  they  were  not  gomg  to  use  it  for  thatpn 
pose,  but  proposed  to  borrow  money  on  it,  sell 
to  put  np  the  fire-brigade  station  in  anotki| 
place,  on  land  belonging  to  the  Crown ;  so  thriij 
the  Crown  found  both  tho  money  and  the  glf| 
for  the  fire-brigade  station.  He  congiataiMei 
his  honourable  friend  on  having  so  wrapped  «| 
this  Bill  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  find  o» 
what  was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  It  was  only  afts 
carefully  reading  it  that  he  had  come  to  tb» 
conclusions  he  hod  endeavoured  to  put  betot 
the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  was  sbeat 
twelve  years  ago  when  this,  the  old  post-c&^| 
which  was  a  provincial  building,  was  given  IbI; 
the  fire-brigade  station.  With  the  abolitiai: 
of  the  provinces  the  property  belonged  to  11* 
Crown.  He  believed  they  had  since  get  a 
Crown  grant  for  it,  though  he  was  not  qcitt 
sure  as  to  that.  The  building  was  now  n^lfS 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  and  the  ate 
was  too  valuable  for  the  fire-brigade  stasiflB, 
but  would  bo  useful  for  other  purposes.  Tke 
Corporation  wanted  to  let  this  site  and  to  ered 
the  municipal  buildings — including  acconuoft- 
dation  for  the  Fire  Brigade — in  another  pls«r 
and  also  to  provide  accommodation  for  a  Cns- 
tomhouse  and  Courthouse  in  conjunction  witi 
these  buildings  without  calling  upon  thecoloBf 
to  provide  these  conveniences.  It  would  tbei^- 
fore  be  a  saving  to  the  colony  if  the  Bill  vet» 
allowed  to  pass. 

The  lion.  lilr.  STEVENS  said  it  would  ba^ 
been  more  satisfactory  had  they  seen  in  j^int 
the  changes  made  in  the  preamble,  becaasB 
they  were  extremely  long,  and  might  contsii 
provisions  of  an  important  character.  H» 
understood  that  there  was  to  be  no  raui^- 
power  in  this  Bill,  and  no  local  liability;  9jd 
he  hoped  tho  honourable  gentleman  would  1* 
able  to  satisfy  the  Council  on  that  p«nt. 
It  seemed  exceedingly  difficult  to  understao^ 
how  money  for  building  such  extensive  e& 
fices  could  bo  secured  on  the  terms  ofierei 
The  terms  of  the  power  of  sale  would  secBi  to 
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maike  it  almost  impossible.  Why  should  special 
axiangemcnts  be  made  in  regard  to  this  piece 
,  of  l&nd  as  co  leasing,  and  why  should  not  the 
tezms  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  govern 
Uie  present  case  ?  Then,  -why  was  it  intended 
to  erect  a  Customhouse  and  a  Courthouse  in 
ooimection  with  these  buildings?  Were  they 
to  be  leased  to  the  Government  ?  If  they  were 
not,  they  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  He  did 
not  see  in  the  Bill  any  provision  for  leasing, 
Although  the  buildings  were  to  be  erected  by 
the  Corporation  out  of  such  funds  as  they  might 
borrow.  Moreover,  would  the  Government  be 
prepared  to  rent  the  buildings  when  they  were 
erected.  This  was  Government  land  ;  and  why 
should  the  money  be  expended  on  land  be- 
longiDg  to  the  Crown?  A  great  deal  more  ex- 
planation was  required  than  had  been  given. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  it  would 
be  satisfactory  if  some  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  had  inquired  into  the  Bill  gave 
jome  explanation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  said  they  had  carefully  in- 
quired into  the  Bill,  and  could  see  no  reason 
whatever  to  justify  them  in  recommending  the 
Council  not  to  pass  it.  The  Governor  was 
authorized,  under  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Act  of  1882,  to  grant  to  the  Corporation 
apiece  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
Sie-brigade  station ;  but,  instead  of  erecting  a 
fire-brigade  station  thereon,  they  preferred  leas- 
iag  the  land,  and  with  the  revenue  so  derived 
iDaintaining  a  fire-brigade  station  elsewhere. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed  without  sub- 
stantial amendment.  There  was  a  technical 
amendment  in  the  preamble,  giving  a  slightly 
different  history  of  the  proceedings  after  the 
passing  of  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Act  of  1882.  It  appeared  that  no  Crown  grants 
were  issued,  but  two  certificates  of  title. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  matter 
was  as  clear  as  noonday.  The  operation  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded 
was  a  proceeding  with  which  he  was  well 
acquainted — that  was,  first  getting  a  piece 
•of  land  and  then  raising  money  on  it.  The 
land  was  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  Port 
Chalmers  for  the  purpose  of  a  site  for  a  fire- 
brigade  station.  The  Corporation  afterwards 
^posed  to  build  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street.  There  was  nothing  singular  about  that. 
It  was  thought  to  be  far  cheaper  to  build 
•several  buildings  together  instead  of  a  fire- 
brigade  station  by  itself.  The  real  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  procure  money — whatever 
amount  could  be  procured — on  the  leasehold. 
Of  course,  the  amount  would  be  estimated 
According  to  the  rent  derived  from  that  lease- 
hold. The  party  who  lent  would  only  have  the 
•ecority  of  the  rent  for  the  money  advanced. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  what  puzzled  him 
most  in  connection  with  the  Bill  was  this :  They 
had  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  the  present 
Jession  in  passing  a  Municipal  Corporations 
Bin,  which  gave  power  to  Corporations  to 
Borrow  money  on  leaseholds.  Why  they  should 
jus  a  special  Act  like  the  present  to  do  what 


ought  to  be  done  under  the  Municipal  Corpoifa- 
tions  Act  he  could  not  understand.  He  asked 
whnt  amount  of  money  it  was  proposed  to 
boi  ow  under  the  present  Bill.  There  was  no 
li'.iiit  mentioned  as  to  the  amount,  nor  was 
there  any  limit  to  the  rate  of  interest.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  clause  5,  he  thought  this  would  be  exceed- 
ingly high.  Again,  the  property  on  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  erect  the  fire-brigade  station 
was  the  property  of  the  Government.  This 
was  a  curious  combination — the  Government 
and  the  Corporation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  notice  the  interest  which  had  been  ex- 
cited among  honourable  members  by  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  It  was  really  a  very  small  matter, 
and  a  great  deal  of  eloquence  had  been  wasted 
over  it.  They  had  Bills  of  this  kind  every  ses- 
sion. A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  the  two 
grants.  There  were  no  such  grants.  The  pre- 
amble was  incorrect,  and  had  been  amended. 
The  real  position  was  that  the  certificate  of 
title  was  issued  in  1886,  not  1886,  vesting  a 
portion  of  the  land  in  the  Corporation  in  trust. 
They  found  that  this  piece  of  land  was  not  good 
enough  for  a  site  for  a  fire-brigade  station, 
and  tiiey  therefore  wanted  to  borrow  money  on 
the  pjoperty.  He  had  no  doubt  there  were 
people  in  Port  Chalmers  who  would  advance 
money  on  it.  With  regard  to  what  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bonar  had  said,  the  Corporation  had  no 
power  to  lease  the  present  land,  as  it  was  vested 
in  them  as  a  site  for  a  fire-brigade  station. 
There  were  no  rating-powers  involved  in  the 
Bill.  The  Council  was  now  in  possession  of 
the  facts,  and  he  hoped  it  would  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    EBPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday^  29th  July,  1886. 


Third  Reading— Napier  Supreme  Court— North  of 
Auckland  Maoris— Foxton  Wharf  Charges— Privi- 
lege :  Offensive  Words  used- Public  Bodies' 
Lteaseholds  Bill— Harbours  Bill— Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Administration  Bill. 

NAPIER  SUPREME  COURT. 
Mi.  smith  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
he  will  make  arrangements  so  as  to  have  a  sit- 
ting of  the  Supreme  Court  held  at  Napier  every 
quarter,  instead  of  only  half  -  yearly  as  at 
present  ?  He  would  point  out  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  that  great  inconvenience  was  caused 
by  the  present  system,  and  that  it  was  vei^ 
necessary  that  the  Supreme  Court  should  sit 
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quarterly  in  Napier,  more  c5;pecially  as  there 
was  no  District  Court  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Dis- 
trict. Ho  hoped,  therefore,  a  change  to  quar- 
terly sittings  would  he  made. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  ho  was  now  making  inquiries, 
with  the  object,  if  possible,  of  having  an  addi- 
tional sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Napier — 
B&y,  once  every  four  months. 

NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND  MAORIS. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
it  ia  true  that,  according  to  the  last  census  re- 
turns, the  area  of  cultivated  land  owned  by 
Maoris  north  of  Auckland  docs  not  exceed  half 
an  acre  per  head?  Also,  is  it  true  that  the 
Qovemment  intend  to  allow  Maoris  to  select 
land  in  the  North  under  the  new  special-settle- 
ment regulations  ? 

Mr.BALLANCE  believed  the  census  returns 
did  show  the  area  was  not  more  than  half  an 
acre  per  head,  and  ho  believed  this  state  of 
things  was  likely  to  continue  as  long  os  the 
Natives  adhered  to  their  socialistic  habits.  As 
to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  there  was 
no  special  provision  enabling  Maoris  to  select 
land  ;  but  he  had  advised  that  as  far  as  possible, 
where  there  were  landless  Natives,  they  should 
avail  themselves  of  the  deferred-payment  sys- 
tem or  the  special  -  settlement  regulations  to 
acquire  land.  He  thought  it  advisable  that,  as 
fi'ir  as  possible,  the  Natives  should  select  and 
settle  on  land  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans. 
He  saw  no  other  way  of  providing  for  landless 
Natives,  unless  largo  tracts  of  land  were  set 
aside  for  them.  He  thought,  where  Natives 
were  without  land,  they  should  be  given  every 
facility  to  acquire  and  settle  on  it  in  just  the 
same  way  as  Europeans  could. 

FOXTON  WHARF  CHARGES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 
ordered  that  a  return  be  laid  on  the  table 
showing  the  amounts  received  by  the  Railway 
Department  from  all  sources  during  the  year 
ending  the  3Ist  March,  188(),  in  connection 
with  the  Foxton  Wharf,  and  the  amount  of 
expenditure  of  the  Government  in  connection 
with  the  working  of  the  wliarf  and  port  of 
Foxton  during  that  period. 

PRIVILEGE:  OFFENSIVE  WORDS  USED. 
Mr.  BEVAN. — I  wish  to  bring  under  your 
attention.  Sir,  something  which  took  place  last 
night,  or  rather  this  morning,  of  a  personal 
nature  affecting  myself.  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
do  so,  in  order  that  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  House  may  be  sustained  in  future  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  When  the  House  was  in 
Committee  on  the  Loan  Bill,  and  long  after  the 
vote  had  been  passed  for  a  railway  proposed  to 
be  constructed  in  my  district  —  namely,  the 
Hokitika-Grey mouth  Railway — I  was  assailed 
by  very  coarse  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu.  He  spoke  in  reference 
to  that  railway,  and  his  remarks  were  inter- 
spersed with  gross  adjectives.  He  said,  among 
other  things,  that  the  railway  was  '*  a  swindle 
and  a  job,"  and  should  be  **  chucked  out." 
These  utterances  were  made  in  the  immediate 
Mr.  Smith 


neighbourhood  of  my  seat,  and  in  tones  in- 
tended for  my  hearing.    I  remonstrated  vift 
the  honourable  member  and  said  to  him,  "Tlui 
railway   seems  to  give  you  a  great  deal  d 
trouble."     He  immediately  made  remarks  of  & 
most  obscene  character.    His  words  were  » 
filthy  that  they  are  not  fit  to  mention  to  tbk 
House.    I  have  written  them  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  so  that  you,  Sir,  may  judge  of  their  m> 
ture.    I  am  sorry  to  have  to  bring  such  a  ost- 
ter  up  in  this  House,  but  I  think  tJ^at,  whateier ; 
may  be  our  differences  of  opinion,  we  should 
not  forget  the  relations  that  should  sohsA 
amongst  gentlemen,  and  as  representatives  of  \ 
the  people.    I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  ia : 
any  way  spoken  offensively  to  members,  szd  \ 
certainly  I  have  never  used  indecent  langusge 
such  as  was  used  to  me  in  this  chamber.  I 
may  say  that  I  thought  of  mentioning  the  m&t^ 
ter  at  the  time  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  | 
but  I  was  not  quite  aware  of  what  was  the  pc^  ; 
per  proceeding,  and,  having  taken  the  advice  d  i 
older  members,- 1  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
bring  it  under  your  notice  now,  so  that  this 
sort  of  thing  may  not  take  place  in  future. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  was  the  duty  of  th« 
honourable  member  to  have  at  once  brought  &e 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Chairman  d 
Committees,  who  would  have,  if  the  CommiUee 
desired  it,  reported  the  matter  to  me  in  ordei 
to  its  being  dealt  with  by  the  House;  bm, 
under  the  circumstances  that  have  been  stated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hokitika,  I  do 
not  propose,  if  the  House  will  concur,  to  allov 
his  failure  to  do  so  at  the  proper  time  to  pre- 
vent him  bringing  it  forward  now. 

Mr.  BEVAN. — I  am  a  junior  member  of  tli» 
House,  and  do  not  know  its  forms  so  well  as 
older  members  do ;  but  I  thought  it  my  dul^ 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  directing  Toor 
attention.  Sir,  to  the  matter.  I  have  nothing, 
more  to  say  beyond  this :  that  I  hope,  in  oidfr 
to  prevent  members  being  insulted  again,  yw 
will  administer  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  such  admonition  as  may  be  nece- 
sary. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  the  duty  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  to  offer  oov 
such  explanation  as  he  may  desire.  If  lus 
explanation  is  unsatisfactory,  I  shall  expect  a 
motion  to  be  made  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— The  facts  of  the  case  a» 
simply  these :  The  honourable  member  for 
Franklin  North  asked  my  opinion  as  to  a  cer- 
tain Une  of  railway  then  under  discussion.  We 
were  speaking  in  a  confidential  and  private  mas* 
ner,  and  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  believe  in  tbe- 
railway ;  and  I  believe  that  what  I  said  was  UiaS 
it  was  a  political  fraud,  or  words  to  that  efiecL 
I  had  no  idea  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokitika  was  listening  to  the  private  convert 
tion  passing  between  us ;  but  the  hononnlsis 
member  for  Hokitika  interjected  some  remaik, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  I  told  him  "  to  hM 
his  tongue,"  or  something  of  that  sort.  I  9^ 
sorry  that  ho  should  have  adopted  this  oonzA 
this  afternoon,  because,  if  he  had  spoken  to  iBt 
last  night  and  had  told  me  that  he  was  offended^ 
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I  Klionid  immediately  liave  apologized  to  him, 
for  I  would  not  wiliuU}  offend  any  member  of 
this  House.  The  conversation  between  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  North  and 
myself  I  deemed  quite  private ;  and  >vhen  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokitika  unwarrant- 
ablv  thrust  himself  into  the  conversation,  and 
interjected  something  which  was  grossly  offen- 
flivc  to  me,  it  is  quite  possible  that  I  said  some- 
thing I  should  not  have  said  otherwise ;  but  I 
absolutely  deny  that  there  was  anything  ob- 
scene or  indecent  in  the  term  I  applied  to  him, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  bears 
mc  out  in  that.  Had  he  spoken  to  mo  at  the 
time  or  before  coming  into  this  chamber  this 
afternoon  I  would  instantly  have  withdrawn 
tlie  expression,  as  I  do  now  if  he  feels  himself 
offended  at  anything  I  have  said.  I  had  no 
desire  to  hurt  his  feelings,  and  if  I  have  com- 
mitted any  breach  of  privilege  I  tender  him 
now,  in  your  presence,  Sir,  and  that  of  the 
House,  a  full  apology. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  has  met  this  charge 
in  a  way  which  any  honourable  gentleman 
might  be  exx>ccted  to  do  who  had  given  ofience 
to  any  honourable  member,  or  had  offended 
against  the  proprieties  of  the  House.  He  has 
expressed  his  apologies  to  the  member  com- 
plaining, and  also  to  the  House,  and,  under 
vlic  circumstances,  probably  the  House  will  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  proceed  further  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BEVAN.— I  accept  the  apology,  Sir.  I 
may  .say  that  I  would  have  asked  the  honour- 
able member  to  apologize  last  night  were  it  not 
that  ho  appeared  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  ez- 
eitemeut. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  10. — Surrender  of  existing  leases  may 
be  accepted,  and  new  leases  granted. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the 
following  words  be  struck  out :  *'  The  rent  to  be 
payable  in  respect  of  such  new  lease  shall  in 
no  case  be  less  than  that  payable  under  the 
previous  lease." 

The  Committee  divided  on  tho  question, 
"I'hat  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  tho  clause." 
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Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  addition  of  a  new 
clause :  "  Harbour  Boards  may  authorize  the 
payment  by  way  of  subsidy  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  of  the  rents  received  in  any  one  year 
from  the  reserve  held  as  an  endowment  by  the 
Harbour  Board  to  the  local  body  having  con- 
trol of  streets  and  roads  of  districts  within 
which  such  reserves  are  situated,  for  forming 
and  constructing  streets  or  roads  upon  such 
reserves." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  10. 

Barron 

Macarthur 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
Seddon. 

Bevan 
Brown 

Ormond 
Pearson 

Levestam 

Samuel 

Noes,  46. 

Allwright 

Lamaoh 

Smith 

Ballance 

Locke 

Steward,  W.  J» 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Stout 

Bryce 

McKenzio,  J. 

Sutter 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Mitchelson 

Taylor 

Buckland,  W.F.  Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Cadman 

Montgomery 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Conolly 

Moss 

Tole 

Cowan 

Newman 

Trimble 

Dargaville 

O'Callaghan 

Walker 

Fulton 

O'Conor 

Whyte 

Hobbs 

Parata 

Wilson. 

Ivess 

Reese 

Johnston 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Lake 

RoUeston 

Dunoon 

Lance 

Ross 

Hislop. 

Majority  against 

,36. 

Clause  rejected. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSTI- 
TUTIONS BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2b.  —  Representation  on  District 
Boards  to  be  proportioned  to  amount  of  con- 
tribution thereto  by  the  several  contributories. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  words  to  the  first  paragraph :  "  and  in 
proportion  to  the  population  of  the  districts  of 
the  various  contributory  local  authorities." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  85. 

Allwright  Cowan 

Ballance  Dodson 

Barron  Fraser 

Bevan  Gore 

B.-Bradshaw  Hatch 

Conolly  Johnston 


Kerr 

Lamach 

Levestam 

Locke 

Macandrew 

McKenzie,  J,^ 
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Mcnteath 


Smith 


Ke w man  S u* wart,  W .  D . 

Ormond  St«iut 

Pt-re  Sntter 

K*''se  Taylor 

Kichazdson,  £.  Thompson,  T. 


Thomson,  J.  \V. 

Tole 

Tumbull. 

TelUrs, 
Catlman 
Peacock. 


Beetham 
Brace 
Bryce 
Bachanan 


XoEs,  25. 
Lake  O'Coiior 

Macarthnr         RichanlKon, 
Markfnzic,  M.  R')ll('«.tori 


McMillan 


BucklancUW.F.  Mitiheison 


Steward,  W.J. 
Walker. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Whyte. 


Fulton  ^luat 

Hobbs  Montgomery 

Hursthouse        ^loss 
Ivess  O'Callaghan 

Majority  for,  10. 

Words  added. 

Clause  8a.  —  Board  to  collect  contributions 
on  a  uniform  scale. 

Mr.  McMlLL.\N  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  euactiug  that  the  contributions  should 
be  uniform. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  35. 

Allwright 

Levestam 

Richardson,  E 

Ballance 

Locke 

Smith 

Barron 

McKenzic,  J, 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Bevan 

Menteath 

Stout 

B.-Bradshaw 

Montgomery 

Sutter 

Cadman 

Moss 

Taylor 

Fergus 

Newman 

Thompson,  T. 

Hatch 

0 'Con  or 

Tole 

Ivess 

Ormond 

Tumbull. 

Johnston 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Kerr 

Reese 

Duncan 

Larnacb 

Rcid 

Noes,  20. 

Fraser. 

Atkinson 

Hursthouse 

Rolleston 

Beetham 

Lake 

Scddon 

Bruce 

Lance 

Walker 

Buchanan 

^lacarthur 

Whyte. 

Buckland,W.F.  lilitchelson 

TelUrs. 

Garrick 

Moat 

McMillan 

Hobbs  Richardson,  G.  Pearson. 

Majority  for,  15. 

Words  retained. 

The   Committee  divided    on   the    question, 
*'  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  83. 

Allwright 

Johnston 

Richardson,  E 

Ballance 

Lamach 

Stewart.  W.D 

Barron 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Bevan 

Menteath 

Sutter 

B.-Bradshaw 

Montgomery 

Taylor 

Cadman 

Moss 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Newman 

Tole 

Fergus 

O'Conor 

Tumbull. 

Fraser 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Gore 

Reese 

Levestam 

Hatch 

Reid 

Smith. 

Noes,  21. 
Beetham  Lake 

Bruce  Lance 

Brvce  Macarthur 

Buckland,W  JP.  McMillan 


Conolly 
Fulton 
Hubbs 
Hursthouse 


Mitchelfaon 
^loat 


BonestoQ 
Seddoa 
Walker 
Whyte 

TtUen. 
BuchaDBii 


Richaidflon,  G.  Peaiaoo. 


Majority  for,  12. 
Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  pait: 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLAXrV'E  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  30lh  July,  1866. 


First  Readings— Second  Readiag— Third  Be«diB9- ; 
Gold  Dutv  Roduction  Bill— GovenuneDtLouBlB ' 
Local  Bodies  Bill— Civil  Service  KefonnBilL 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakeb  took  the  chur  it 
hall-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatzbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Administration    Bill,  Public  Bodies'  Lnfi^ 
holds  BiU. 

SECOND  READING. 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Counties  Bill,  First  Offenders  Probatiwi  BiU. 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Native  Lud 
Court  Bill,  Sheep  Bill,  Mortgage  Debentozes 
Bill. 

GOLD  DLTCY  REDUCTION  BILL 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  promisee  tbe 
Council  to  give  my  opinion  upon  the  questkiB 
put  by  the  Hon.  Sir.  Wilson  yesterday  wiii 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  having  n- 
ference  to  the  Standing  Order  No.  131.  Tl« 
second  reading  of  the  Grold  Export  Duty  Abdi- 
tion  Bill  was  taken  on  the  20th  June.  Onii» 
2nd  July  the  debate  was  resumed  and  ad- 
journed. On  the  6th  July  the  debate  finished, 
and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  second 
time  that  day  six  months:  the  division-list 
showed  16  to  15.  On  the  29th  July  a  BiU  m* 
sent  to  the  Council  called  the  Gold  Dutj"  Ba- 
due  tion  Bill.  An  order  for  the  second  rea^ 
was  made  for  to-day,  and  I  was  requested  to  stiibi 
my  opinion,  when  that  order  should  be  caM 
on,  whether  Standing  Order  No.  131  pcnnitted 
of  such  a  Bill  being  introduced.  The  m 
title  of  the  Bill  rejected  by  the  Council  wj 
"  An  Act  to  abolish  the  Export  Duty  on  G<^ 
by  Gradual  Reduction  ;  "  the  full  title  of  the 
Bill  now  presented  for  second  reading  is  **Aa 
Act  to  reduce  the  Export  Duty  on  Gold  for  a 
Limited  Period."  Standing  Order  No.  131  wadS 
as  follows :  "  When  a  Bill  or  motion  shall  h»i« 
been  rejected  by  the  Council,  no  Bill  or  mofe« 
of  the  same  argument  and  matter,  or  to  efien 
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lie  same  object,  shall  be  broiight  forward  during 
lie  same  session."  The  Council,  in  my  opinion, 
iannot  entertain  the  Bill  now  called  on  for 
lecond  reading  without  violating  Standing 
Drder  No.  131.  The  Bill  is  accordingly  laid 
iside. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Th^en  I  cannot 
nove  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill 
B  laid  aside,  and  the  other  House  may  take 
whatever  course  is  open  to  it  under  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.  I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on 
^o  subject. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  goes  without 
saying,  but  perhaps  it  is  as  well  to  say  it,  that 
the  Council  knows  that  my  ruling  is  that  of 
the  Speaker ;  but,  nevertheless,  there  is  provi- 
lion  for  calling  that  ruling  in  question. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  the  Government  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Bill  be  read  the  third  time, 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said,— When 
this  Bill  was  in  Committee  objection  was 
taken  to  clause  36  on  the  ground  Uiat  it  was 
«n  appropriation  clause,  which  the  Council 
could  not  deal  with ;  and,  on  makiug  inquiry, 
you,  Sir,  held  that  the  clause  was  an  appro- 
priation clause,  and  that  it  was  beyond  the 
power  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  it.  I  then 
put  the  question  to  you,  whether,  in  your 
•opinion,  the  whole  Bill  was  an  Appropriation 
Bill,  and  whether  or  not  we  could  interfere  with 
any  of  the  clauses  in  it.  You  expressed  your 
opinion  that  the  Bill  was  entirely  so,  and  that 
it  was  not  within  the  power  of  the  Council  to 
Amend  it  in  any  part.  There  is  no  desire  to 
get  rid  of  the  Bill :  on  the  contrary,  there  is 
lather  a  desire  to  allow  it  to  pass.  My  own 
opinion  is  very  strong  on  the  point,  and  I  think 
the  Bill  should  pass.  At  the  same  time  it  ap- 
pears that  the  provisions  are  of  such  a  cha- 
xacter  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  pass  it  in  the 
fomi  in  which  it  is  at  present.  It  makes  the 
following  provision : — 

*'  In  order  to  give  effect  to  this  Act  the  House 
of  Representatives  may,  by  resolution  to  be 
passed  in  each  financial  year,  declare  what 
amount  the  Treasurer  shall  lend  to  local 
authorities  under  this  Act  in  that  year,  and 
the  Treasurer  may  make  loans  to  such  amount 
accordingly. 

*'  If  no  such  resolution  is  passed  in  any  finan- 
cial year,  the  Treasurer  may  make  loans  under 
the  authority  of  this  Act  in  such  year  to  a  total 
•mount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  and  such  amount  shall  be  in  addition 
to  any  loans  agreed  by  the  Treasurer  to  be 
made  previously,  but  not  yet  completed.'* 

That  is  an  appropriation  by  the  House  of 
Representatives.  It  altogether  ignores  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  Governor,  and 
leaves  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
irote  away  almost  any  amount  of  money  they 
may  think  fit  for  the  special  purpose  men- 
tioned. I  apprehend  that  there  oan  be  no 
qaestion  that  that  is  highly  unconstitutional, 
and  contrary  altogether  to  the  mode  in  which 
money.matters  ought  to  be  dealt  with.    It  is 


quite  true  that  we  cannot  amend  the  clause ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  clear  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass  it.  We  had  under  con- 
sideration the  question  of  our  i^ower  to  alter 
such  a  Bill  when  discussing  a  vciy  similar  Bill 
in  1881 — the  Pensions  Bill — in  which  we  en- 
deavoured to  make  an  alteration ;  but  the  whole 
question  was  referred  to  Sir  Erskine  May,  and 
he  distinctly  decided  that  it  was  an  appropria- 
tion Bill,  and  that  the  Council  had  no  right  to 
alter  or  amend  it.  It  is  quite  clear  this  Bill  is 
of  the  same  character.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
when  the  Bill  was  under  discussion,  referred  to 
the  Privileges  Act  o'f  1865,  in  which  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  are 
given  to  this  Council.  I  apprehend  that  when 
that  was  passed  it  was  through  inadvertence. 
The  question  was  referred  to  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  England,  and  they  were  dis- 
tinct in  their  opinion  that  the  Privileges  Act 
did  not  confer  on  the  Legislative  Council  the 
right  to  alter  these  Bills.  We  are  desirous 
that  this  Bill  should  pass.  We  have  amended 
it  in  two  clauses-;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if 
we  were  to  pass  the  Bill  and  send  it  down 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
amendments  in  it,  they  would  lay  the  Bill 
aside  or  send  a  message  asking  us  to  restore 
the  original  clauses.  There  is  another  portion 
of  the  subject  which  appears  to  me  also  of  very 
considerable  moment,  and  that  is,  that  this 
Bill  has  come  down  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, but  I  cannot  find  anything  on 
record  which  shows  that  these  appropriations 
have  been  recommended  by  the  Governor. 
Now,  our  Constitution  Act  is  very  explicit  on 
that  subject.  It  is  prohibitory  on  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  or  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
pass  any  Bill  where  there  is  an  appropriation 
of  money  which  has  not  been  recommended  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  Governor.  The  clause 
is  clause  54  of  the  Constitution  Act, — 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  or  the  Legislative  Council  to 
pass,  or  for  the  Governor  to  assent  to,  any  Bill 
appropriating  to  the  public  service  any  sum  of 
money  from  or  out  of  Her  Majesty's  revenue 
within  New  Zealand,  unless  the  Governor,  on 
Her  Majesty's  behalf,  shall  first  have  recom- 
mended to  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
make  provision  for  the  specific  public  service 
towards  which  such  money  is  to  be  appropriated, 
and  (save  as  herein  otherwise  provided)  no  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  revenue  within  New  Zealand 
shall  be  issued  except  in  pursuance  of  warrants 
under  the  hand  of  the  Governor  directed  to  the 
Public  Treasurer  thereof." 

I  apprehend  that  there  should  be  some  record 
in  this  Council  that  such  a  recommendation 
has  been  given  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is 
no  record  of  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I  un- 
derstand in  this  case  the  rcconunendation  in 
the  form  that  is  usually  sent  was  not  sent 
down  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  un- 
derstand that  an  assent  was  given  on  the  part 
of  one  member  of  the  Government  that  the 
Bill  should  proceed.  I  know  that  it  is  the  case 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  Parliama 
England,  that  it  is  competent  for  the  M**^ 
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to  express  the  Crown's  assent  to  certain  Bills  ; 
but  that  docs  not  apply  to  Bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, but  applies  only  to  certain  Bills  interfering 
with  tlio  Crown's  property,  and  matters  of  that 
kind ;  but  where  money  is  to  be  appropri- 
ated it  is  the  practice,  I  believe,  always  to 
proceed  by  way  of  recommendation  from  the 
Crown.  In  this  Council  we  are  not  made 
aware  of  any  such  recommendation.  In  a 
book  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  I  see  that 
this  question  has  been  very  well  considered 
in  Adelaide,  where  a  Bill  of  this  character  was 
introduced.  It  was  called  the  Inscribed  Stock 
Act  of  1882.  The  clause  of  the  Constitution 
Act  of  South  Australia  is  very  like  our  own. 
Clause  40  expressly  provides  that — 

**  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  either  House  of 
the  said  Parliament  to  pass  any  vote,  resolu- 
tion, or  Bill  for  the  appropriation  of  any  part 
of  the  revenue,  or  of  any  tax,  duty,  or  impost, 
for  any  purpose  which  shall  not  have  been  first 
recommended  by  the  Governor  to  the  said 
House  of  Assembly  during  the  session  in  which 
such  vote,  resolution,  or  Bill  is  passed." 

A  question  arose  that  this  provision  had  not 
been  complied  with,  and  some  discussion  took 
place  on  the  question  with  which  I  need  not 
troublo  the  Council,  but  which  is  well  worth 
reading.  I  will  read  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, ^ir  Henry  Ayers,  K.C.M.G. : — 

»'  1  am  of  opinion,  under  the  40th  clause  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  that  this  Council  cannot 
proceed  with  this  Bill,  as  it  does  not  come 
with  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  it  has  been 
recom  mended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by 
His  Kxcellency  the  Governor.  That  the  Bill 
clearly  appropriates  revenue  there  can  be  no 
doubt." 

It  appears  that  the  plan  which  is  adopted  in 
South  Australia  is,  that  when  a  Bill  appropri- 
ating money  is  sent  up  from  the  House  of 
Asseinuly  to  the  Legislative  Council  a  certifi- 
cate is  sent  up  with  it  that  the  Governor  has 
recommended  the  appropriation.  I  am  not 
aware  that  we  have  adopted  that  course,  or 
whetlier  there  is  any  authentic  record  with 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  His  Excel- 
lency has  recommended  this  appropriation. 
Therefore  it  appears  to  me  that,  either  on  the 
one  ground  or  the  other,  there  are  irregularities 
wliich  we  cannot  pass  over.  I  would  propose 
that  the  Bill  be  laid  aside.  The  consequence 
is  that,  if  the  House  so  desire,  they  can  search 
our  Journals  and  find  what  we  have  done  with 
the  Bill ;  and  it  will  then  be  competent  to  send 
up  another  Bill  in  such  a  form  as  they  think 
tit.  And,  if  they  consider  that  the  amend- 
ments we  have  made  are  reasonable  and  that 
their  privileges  are  not  infringed,  they  will  send 
up  another  Bill  with  those  amendments  con- 
tained in  it.  I  think  that  will  get  rid  of  any 
ditticulty  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  propose, 
as  an  amendment,  That  this  Bill  be  laid  aside. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  the  best 
procedure  is  that  I  should  lay  the  Bill  aside. 
I  may  say  that  I  really  could  not  myself  put 
the  question.     I  lay  the  Bill  aside. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— While  I  wholly 
concur  with  all  that  has  fallen  from  the  Hon. 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  I  wish  to  add  tliii  %. 
very  large  section  of  the  memben  of  tha  Coe^! 
cil  object  altogether  to  certain  Amendzzia» 
being  made.  Clause  36  provido  that  a  res9-- 
lution  of  the  House  of  liepresentfttives  ska; 
shall,  under  the  operation  of  this  Act,  be  ssfr 
cient  to  appropriate  such  a  sum  as  tha  Tsa> 
surer  is  authorized  to  distribute  to  the  bal 
bodies.  In  the  second  paragraph,  howefo,  it 
is  proposed  to  authorize  the  Colonial  Treassaff 
tD  appropriate  without  any  vote  by  the  Histt^ 
The  amendment  which  the  Hon.  SirFredenA 
Whitaker  proposed  simply  altered  the  i^irsi» 
logy,  but  did  not  alter  the  meaning  of  tbesik> 
sequent  paragraph ;  and  I  hold — and  trust  tiaft 
a  majority  of  the  Council  hold — that  it  wis]i2 
be  highly  unconstitutional  that  the  Coknial 
Treasurer  should  appropriate  any  sum  fne 
the  Treasury.  I  think  that  should  be  ham 
in  mind  in  the  event  of  any  future  attempt  ts 
come  to  an  understanding  as  to  the  tenm  a 
which  the  substance  of  this  Bill  is  afterwarii 
to  be  dealt  with. 
Bill  laid  aside. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  BILL. 

IN   COMiniTEE. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  dit 
Chairman  do  report  progress,  and  ask  leawi> 
sit  again. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes.  19. 

Acland 

Holmes 

Peter 

Bonar 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  PoUen 

Brandon 

Kennv 

Stevens 

Brett 

Mantell 

Walker 

Dignan 

Menzies 

Wigley 

Eraser 

Miller 

WUliams. 

Grace 

Noes,  16. 

Bamicoat 

Peacock 

Shrimski 

Bathgate 

Reeves 

Swanson 

Buckley 

Reynolds 

Taiaroa 

Johnston,  J. 

Scotland 

Whitaker 

Lahmann 

Shephard 

Wilson- 

Martin 

Majority  for,  3, 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The   Council  adjourned  at 

five  minal 

five  o'clock  p. 

m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday,  30th  July,  1866. 

First  Reading-Third  Reading— Purchase  of  Stw^ 
Property  — Pomahaka  Goldflold  — North  B^ 
Trunk  Railway— Otakia  Telephone-UnoonjJJ 
Prisouera— Hospitals  and  Charitable  In8bto»>» 
Bill-Beer  Duty  Bill— New  Zealand  Iioan  BiU. 

I^Ir.  Spbaiobb  took  the  chair  athaU-pfts'**^ 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 


Sheep  Bill. 


FIRST  RKADING. 


Pomahaka 


[HOUSE.] 


Goldfield. 


331 


THIBD  READING. 
Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Duties  Bill. 

PURCHASE  OP  STARK'S  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  have  to  bring  up  the  report  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  on  the  pur- 
ohaseof  Stark's  property,  Auckland.  I  wish  to 
explain  that,  as  an  Auckland  member,  I  have 
apezsonal  opinion  on  this  matter,  but  that,  as 
Ghaixman  of  the  Committee,  having  only  a 
casting-vote,  I  was  not  called  upon  to  exercise 
it.  Had  I  been  so  called  upon,  I  wish  to  state 
that  I  should  have  voted  against  the  report.  I 
move,  That  the  report  and  evidence  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  printed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
lonal  explanation  with  regard  to  the  report 
which  has  been  presented.  Unfortunately,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  who  had 
carefully  attended  to  the  evidence  given  in  this 
case,  and  was  very  anxious  to  vote  upon  it, 
met  with  a  serious  accident  before  the  Com- 
mittee met  to  decide  upon  its  report :  he  was 
therefore  unable  to  be  present  and  to  vote. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  thought  it  would 
be  only  fair,  as  I  held  views  opposite  to  those 
held  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  should  not  be  re- 
vened  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  and 
therefore  I  paired  with  him.  But  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  there  the 
report  would  have  been  just  as  it  is  now.  It 
is  desirable  that  the  House  should  know  that 
the  Committee  was  absolutely  divided  into  two 
upon  the  question:  seven  were  on  one  side, 
including  the  Chainsan  of  the  Committee,  and 
■even  were  on  the  other  side,  including  two 
Ministers  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  MACANDRBW,— I  presume  that  all 
this  will  appear  in  the  minutes  of  proceedings 
of  the  Committee. 

Hon.  Members. — ^Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  move.  That  the 
report  be  read. 

The  Clebk  read  the  report,  as  follows : — 

"The  Public  Accounts  Committee,  having 
oarefally  considered  the  papers  referred  to  them 
on  the  above  subject,  and  taken  the  fullest  evi- 
dence which  they  could  obtain  (appended  here- 
to), have  the  honour  to  report — 

"1.  That  the  Government  were  justified  in 
paying  for  the  property  the  price  they  did : 

"2.  That  the  weight  of  evidence  goes  to  show 
that  the  property  could  not  have  been  obtained 
for  a  less  amount  in  the  Compensation  Court." 

Report  and  evidence  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POMAHAKA  GOLDFIELD. 
Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister 
of  Mines,  Why  the  Government  recently  pro- 
claimed a  goldfield  on  the  Pomahaka  River  ? 
The  settlers  on  this  river  thought  that  they 
had  been  unfairly  treated  by  this  goldfield 
having  been  proclaimed,  the  greater  part  of 
the  ujid  being  freehold  land,  while  the  re- 
■erres  aJong  the  river-bank  were  mainly  used 
at  a  road,  and,  where  they  were  not  so  used, 
it  was  feared  that,  if  destroyed  by  mining, 
the  low-lying  freehold,  now  protected  by  the 


reserves,  would  be  in  serious  danger  of  becom- 
ing injured  by  the  action  of  the  water.  He 
therefore  wished  to  know  the  causes  that  had 
led  to  the  Government  making  this  Procla- 
mation. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  frequent  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  department 
to  oiler  facilities  for  mining  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Pomahaka  River,  because  it  was- 
known  that  the  district  adjacent  was  highly 
auriferous,  and  there  were  a  number  of  mexL 
anxious  to  mine  in  the  locality  of  the  river, 
but  they  were  unable  to  do  so.  One  large 
landholder  had  gone  so  far  as  to  claim  free- 
hold down  to  the  river's  edge ;  but  it  was 
known,  although  not  to  mining  people,  that 
there  was  a  chain  reserve  along  the  bank  of 
the  river.  On  hearing  the  representations 
which  had  been  made,  and  having  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  district,  he  thought 
it  desirable  to  recommend  the  issue  of  this 
Proclamation.  Since  the  issue  of  the  Procla- 
mation, dredging  operations  had  been  com- 
menced in  the  river,  the  bottom  of  which  was 
very  rich  in  auriferous  deposits,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  these  works  would  lead  to  very 
good  results.  The  miners  also  were  taking 
advantage  of  this  chain  of  reserve  on  the  river- 
bank,  now  that  they  knew  of  it,  and  that  it 
had  not  been  sold  to  private  individuals.  For 
these  reasons  the  district  had  been  proclaimed 
within  the  goldfield. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RALWAY. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government,. 
Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  how  much,  land  has 
been  given  for  the  track  of  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway— (1)  by  Wahanui,  (2)  by 
other  Maoris  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  in  reply,  said  that  Waha- 
nui was  not  yet  in  a  position  to  give  any  land,, 
as  the  Board  had  met  for  the  first  time  on  thfr 
previous  day  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  hia 
claims. 

OTAKIA  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  establish  a  tele- 
phono -station  at  Otakia,  in  the  County  of 
Taieri,  on  the  main  telegraph  line  ?  A  similar 
question  had  been  asked  last  session,  and  the 
answer  given  to  it  was  that  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  finding  a  suitable  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  building.  The  only  expense  in- 
volved was  simply  the  erection  of  the  telephone, 
because  there  was  a  line  to  bring  it  down.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  be  able  to  give  a- 
favourable  answer. 

Mr.  TOLE  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  beea 
asked  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  say  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  in  the  office^ 
at  present  to  give  a  definite  answer,  but  in- 
quiries were  being  made  now. 

UNCONVICTED  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,. 
What  provision  is  made  for  special  regulations 
for  unconvicted  prisoners,  in  accordance  with 
section  14  of  ••  The  Prisons  Act,  1882  "  ?  In  ask- 
ing this  question,  he  had  only  to  point  out  thak 
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the  14th  section  of  "  The  Prisons  Act.  1882," 
read  as  follows :  **  In  order  to  mark  the  differ- 
ence between  the  treatment  of  persons  uncon- 
victed of  crime,  and  in  law  presumably  innocent, 
during  the  period  of  their  detention  in  prison 
for  safe  custody  only,"  certain  distinct  regula- 
tions might  be  made.  Then  it  enacted  that 
such  regulations  might  provide  for — 

♦*  Generally  regulating  the  confinement  of 
sach  prisoners  in  such  manner  as  to  make  it  as 
little  as  possible  oppressive,  due  regard  only 
being  had  to  their  safe  custody,  to  the  necessity 
of  preserving  order  and  good  government  in  the 
place  in  which  they  are  coutined,  and  to  tlie 
physical  and  moral  well-beiug  of  the  prisoners 
themselves." 

He  found,  on  looking  over  the  regulations  of 
the  20lli  April,  1883,  that  they  made  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  31st  clause,  but  that  the  term  '*  pri- 
soners "  was  applied  to  all  alike,  and  it  was 
declared  that  such  **  prisoners  "  should  not  be 
allowed  the  use  of  tobacco.  He  wished  to 
point  out  that  in  that  rogulution  the  term 
"prisoners"  was  applied  to  all  alike — to  those 
who  were  convicted  and  to  those  who  were 
merely  detained  for  safe  cubto'iy.  It  had  been 
again  said  that,  in  moving  in  this  matter,  he 
had  dt sired  only  to  take  action  because  there 
were  certain  Midoris  in  prison.  He  wished  to 
state  again  that  that  was  very  far  iudted  from 
his  idea,  though  it  was  true  that,  in  going  to 
seo  tlu)se  Maoris,  he  ha*.l  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  the  same  regulations  were  applied  to 
convicted  and  to  unconvicted  prisoners.  He 
should  bo  extremely  sorr\'  if  the  House  sup- 
posed that  he  was  moved  by  any  other  motive 
than  a  desire  to  bene  lit  all  persons  of  all  races 
who  wore  detained  simply  for  safe  custtnly. 
Ho  stated  this  to  prevent  harm  being  done  by 
exciting  prejudice  against  the  cause  he  hail 
taken  in  hai\d. 

Mr.  TOLK  said  there  was  no  use  in  going  into 
this  tobacco  question  again ;  and,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  o\  idcutly  given  some  study 
to  the  regulations,  he  was  probably  already  in 
possession  of  such  information  as  he  (Mr.  Tole) 
could  give  liim.  He  might  simply  state,  how- 
ever, tluit  special  rules  h.ad  been  made  for 
distinguishing  between  convicted  and  uncon- 
victiHl  prisoners  in  tlie  31^t,  oiliid,  and  3.Srd 
n^guliitions,  which  reiiulativ^ns  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Arr«'  4<eAjUiKd  iiiwctu  in  1SS3. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  answered  his  question.  He  cv^jld  only 
agi\in  call  his  attention  to  the  f:iot  that  in  the 
31si  rx'gulrttion  the  term  "prisoner"  was  ap- 
plied, without  distinction,  to  those  con\ici<:d  of 
crime  »uid  to  Uuvso  who  were  dotaim-vl  for  safe 
custody  only, 

Mr.  TOl.k  said  they  were  all  prisoners,  be- 
cause thev  wero  thert*  in  s«vfo  cust^^xiy,  whether 
they  had  \>et  n  eonvieloil  or  not. 

uosrirALs  Axn  charitable  insti- 

TITIONS  lULL. 

IN    COMMirrKK. 

Constitution  of  distnoLs. 
Mr,    nAlUiAVU.l.K    mow\I    the    following 
■aiueudntout :  **  The  First  Schedule  of  the  said 


Act  is  hereby  amended  as  follows :  In  the  d>>  | 
scription  of  the  North  of  Auckland  Distiid^ 
after  the  words  *  Bay  of  Islands '  omit  te 
word  *  and ; '  and  after  the  word  *  Hokiangk' 
add  the  words  *  Whangarei,  Hobson,  sod  (Xi- 
matea.'  In  the  description  of  the  Distiictaf 
Auckland  omit  the  words  *  Hobson,  Wfasittb- 
rei/  " 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  45. 
AUwright  Hatch  Rolleston 

Atkinson  Hislop  Smith 

Ba)  lance  Ivess  Steward,  \?.  J. 

Barron  Joyce  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Beetham  Lake  Stoat 

Bevan  Lance  Sntter 

B.-Bradshaw     Lamach  Thompson,  T. 

Bruce  Levestam  Tole 

Buchanan  Macarthar         Trimble 

Cadman  Mackenzie,  H.  Walker 

ConoUy  McKenzie,  J.     Whyte 

Cowan  Mitchelson        Wilson. 

Duncan  O'Gallaghan  TeUen, 

Fulton  Peacock  DargSTille 

Garrick  Richardson,  £.  Moat. 

Grace 

Noes,  13. 
Brown  Moss  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Buckland,W.F.  Newman 
Dodson  Ormond  TiUen. 

Guinness  Reese  Fraser 

Montgomery      Richardson,  G.  Pearson. 
Majority  for,  32. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHYTE  moved  a  new  clause  corns- 
tuting  the  County  of  Piako  a  separate  distnet 

The  Committee   divided   on    the  queetidB, 
**  That  the  claose  be  read  a  second  time." 


Atss,  33. 

Atkinson 

Hislop 
Hursthonse 

Russell 

Beetham 

Steward,  W.J. 

Bruce 

Ivess 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Thomson,J.W. 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Lance 

Trimble 

Buckland,  W.  F.Levestam 

Wakefield 

ConoUy 

MacArthor 

W^alker 

Dargaville 

Mitchelson 

W^ilson. 

Dodson 

Moat 

TeUen. 

Fulton 

Richardson,  G 

.  Pearson 

Grace 

Rolleston 

Whytc. 

Hirst.  H. 

Noes,  34. 

AUwright 

Laraach 

Seddon 

Ballance 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Smith 

Bevan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Brown 

McMillan 

Sutter 

Cadman 

Menteath 

Taylor 

Cowan 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Newman 

Tole 

Garrick 

0*CaUaghan 

VogeL 

Guinness 

O'Conor 

Hakuene 

Ormond 

TOm. 

Hatch 

Reese 

Fraser 

Joyce 

Richardson,  E.  Peacock. 

Majority  against,  1. 

Motions 

egatived. 

1886.]     Eospitals  and  Charitable    [HOUSE.] 


Institutions  Bill. 


333 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  a  new  clause  oon- 
ititating  Wairarapa  a  separate  district. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Atkinson 

Bruce 

Buekland,  J 

Buckland,W 

Conollj 

Duncan 

Qzace 

Qtej 

Hakuene 

Hatch 


Ayes,  29. 

Eislop 

Hursthouse 
C.  Lake 
.F.  MEbcarthur 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Moat 

Parata 

Pearson 

Eiohardson,  G. 

Russell 


Steward,  W.  J. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Trimble 

Wakefield 

Walker 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Beetham 
Buchanan. 


Allwright 

Ballanco 

Be  van 

B.-Bradshaw 

Oadman 

Cowan 

Bodson 

Fiaser 

Gatrick 

Eobbs 

IvesB 

Lance 


Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
Stout 
Sutter 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Tole 
Vogel. 

Tellers. 


Noes,  84. 
Lamach 
Locke 
Macandrew 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 
Montgomery 
Newman 
O 'Conor 
Ormond 
Peacock 

Bichardson,  £.  Barron 
Ross  O'Callaghon. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Mitchelson  Johnston 

Pyke.  Reese. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  a  new  clause  constitut- 
ing Aflhburton  a  separate  district. 

The  Conamittoe    divided    on  the    question, 
'*That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bevan 

Bince 

Buchanan 

Buckland,J.C. 

Buckland,W.F. 

ConoUy 

Doncan 

Garrick 


Ayes,  28. 

Grace 

Mitchelson 

Guinness 

Richardson, 

G 

Hislop 

Russell 

Hursthouse 

Steward,  W. 

J. 

Ivess 

Trimble 

Lake 

Whyte. 

Lance 

Macarthur 

Tellers. 

IMackenzie,  M 

.  Pearson 

McKenzie,  J. 

Walker. 

BaUance 

B.-Biadshaw 

Gadman 

Cowan 

Bodson 

Fraser 

Hatch 

Hobbs 

Lamach 

McMillan 

Montgomery 


Noes,  30. 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Peacock 
Reese 


Sutter 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Tole 

TumbuU 

Vogel 


Richardson,  £.  Wakefield. 
RoUeston  Tellers. 

Ross  Allwright 

Stout  O'Callaghan. 


Majority  against,  2. 
Motion  negatived. 

Major  STEWARD  moved  a  new  clause  con- 
stituting Waimate  a  separate  district. 


The  Committee    divided   on    the   question,. 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  10. 
Beetham  Lake 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Macarthur 
Buckland,  W.F.Walker 
Duncan  Whyte. 


Tellers. 
Pearson 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Allwright 

Ballance 

B.-Bradshaw 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Fraser 

Garrick 

Hatch 

Ivess 

Joyce 

Lance 

Mackenzie,  J. 

McMillan 


Noes,  36. 
Menteath 
Montgomery 
Newman 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Peacock 
Reese 
Reid 
Richardson,  E.  Fulton 


Ross 

Russell 

Stout 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  VV. 

Tole 

Tumbull 

Vogel. 

Tellers. 


Rolleston 


Sutter. 


Far. 
Conolly 
Guinness 
Moat. 


Pairs. 


Agaiftst. 
Wakefield 
Barron 
Lamach. 


Majority  against,  26. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  GRACE  moved  a  new  clause  constituting 
the  County  of  Ohinemuri  a  new  district. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  11. 
Beetham  Lake  Whyte. 

Buchanan  Pearson  Tellers. 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Richardson,  G.  Buckland,W.F. 
Guinness  Walker  Grace. 

Noes,  40. 
Allwright  Lance 

Ballance  Lamach 

Barron  McKenzie,  J. 

B.-Bradshaw      McMillan 
Cadman  Menteath 

Conolly  Montgomery 

Cowan  Newman 

Duncan  O'Callaghan 

Fulton  Ormond 

Garrick  Peacock 

Hatch  Reid 

Hobbs  Richardson,  E. 

Ivess  Rolleston 

Joyce  Russell 

Majority  against,  29. 

Motion  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

BEER  DUTY  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Beer  Duty  Bill  bo 
recommitted,  to  consider  a  new  clause  and  the 
amendment  in  clause  7, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,— As  I  understand  the 
Treasurer's  intention  is  to  recommit  this  Bill  in 
oYder  that  a  new  clause  to  the  same  j 
clause  6,  which  was  struck  out  b'' 
mittee,  should  be  inserted,  I  strr 


Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

Tumbull 

Vogel. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 
O'Conor. 
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the  provisions  contained  in  that  clause,  as 
being  of  such  a  cliaracter  as  this  House  ought 
not  to  consent  to  for  a  moment.  At  that  time 
I  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that  there 
were  numbers  of  small  brewers  throughout  the 
•country  who  had  invested  a  largo  amount  of 
•capital— that  is,  a  largo  amount  for  them  — 
in  the  industry  of  manufacturing  aerated  and 
cordial  waters,  and  that  it  was  very  unjust 
that  such  a  clause  as  that  should  bo  put  in, 
as  it  would  have  the  effect  of  confiscating  a 
large  amount  of  their  property.  Since  that 
sitting  I  liavo  received  further  information  on 
the  same  subject ;  and  in  the  district  whicli 
I  represent  the  facts  are  these  :  A  brewer  there 
has  embarked  capital  to  the  extent  of  i:300 
in  this  particular  industry — that  is,  tlie  manu- 
facture of  cordials  and  aerattd  waters  ;  and 
if  a  clause  similar  to  that  which  was  struck 
out  is  again  put  in  the  Bill,  it  will  mean  a  loss 
of  ilUyi)  to  this  brewer.  As  tlic  clause  was 
explained  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  enacted 
that  no  manufacture  of  cordials  or  aerated 
waters  should  be  carried  on  in  a  brewery. 
A  "brewery,"  according  to  the  interpretation 
clause  of  the  Beer  Duty  Act,  comprises  the 
brewery  and  the  buildings  immediately  ad- 
jacent to  it :  in  fact,  the  interpretation  clause 
defining  what  a  brewery  means  is  of  a  very 
compreiiensive  nature  ;  and  the  new  enactment 
would  actually  mean,  to  this  brev.er  of  wliom 
I  am  speaking,  the  dismantling  of  the  whole 
of  tho  machinery  which  he  employs  in  the 
manufacture  of  cordial  waters,  and  the  shift- 
ing of  all  such  machinery  into  a  new  building 
at  a  cost  of  J£150.  Now,  I  am  well  assured  by 
other  honourable  members  that  this  is  only 
one  of  many  cases  that  exist  in  various  parts 
of  the  colony;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  tho 
Colonial  Treasurer,  although,  perhaps,  un- 
wittingly, is  being  made  tho  instrument  of  the 
larger  brewers  in  the  colony  in  this  matter. 
I  believe  we  have  the  fact  on  record  that, 
while  tho  honourable  gentleman  was  sojourn- 
ing at  Waiwera  last  year,  he  was  interviewed 
by  one  or  more  influential  brewers  from  Auck- 
land ;  and,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
representations,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him,  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  a  promise  was  extracted 
from  him  which  ho  is  now  endeavouring  to 
fulfil,  quite  regardless  of  the  interests  of  a 
great  many  deserving  persons  throiigliout  the 
colony.  We  had  the  fact  the  other  evening, 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  of  a  gentle- 
man in  this  House  who  is  known  to  be  a  large 
brewer  giving,  from  his  point  of  view,  very  cogent 
arguments  indeed  in  favour  of  the  clau.^e  that 
was  struck  out.  His  arguments,  sunimed  up, 
amount  to  this:  that  these  small  brcweis  who 
carried  on  the  manufacture  of  cordials  under 
the  same  roof  did  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
know  their  own  business — that  the  manufac- 
ture of  beer  within  the  samo  building  could 
not  be  carried  on  to  advantage  if  cordials 
were  also  manufactured.  Well,  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  know  very  much  about  brewing.  I 
think  I  could  tell  what  constitutes  good  beer 
if  I  were  asked  to  drink  a  glass  of  it ;  but  I 
Jfr.  Buchanan 


am  not  going  to  argue  the  question  'with  tl» 
honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  proper  modi  i 
of  manufacturing  either  beer  or  cordial  «at«iL  i 
I  think,  however,  the  House  might  very  wd  \ 
leave  these  small  brewers  to  know  their  om 
business,  notwithstanding  the  dictnin  at- 
tempted to  be  laid  down  by  the  honouraUi 
member  for  Wairau.  I  am  sure  the  Hoon 
will  agree  with  me  that  that  honoanWe 
gentleman's  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  utmoit 
respect :  but  that  does  not  at  all  involve  afeo- 
lute  agreement  with  anything  he  may  think  fo 
to  lay  down  in  this  House.  On  this  grouiA 
and  on  other  grounds  which  I  have  attempted 
to  give,  I  hope  the  House  will  not  consMst  to 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  The  session  is  now 
drawing  very  fast  to  a  close.  Tho  Premier hii 
brought  before  us  the  strongest  argimicnts  he 
po.ssibly  can  bring  against  delay,  and  led  us 
almost  to  believe  that  some  catastrophe  might 
take  place  if  tho  House  delayed  bringing  thes 
.session  to  a  close  in  a  very  short  time.  I  do 
not  think  the  Treasurer  has  given  us  sufficioit 
reasons  to  commend  the  recommittal  of  tiif 
Bill  to  this  House ;  and,  despite  what  be  htf 
been  saying,  I  urge  that  this  Bill  should  net 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— We  threw  tha 
clause  out  in  Committee  after  a  good  fight,  and 
it  is  not  the  way  to  expedite  matters  to  bring 
it  up  again  and  try  to  pass  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Treasurer,  in  the  meantime, has 
found  out  that  ho  can  carry  it,  and  so  there  is 
no  use  in  trying  to  do  anything  now ;  but  I 
would  suggest  to  those  who  think  with  me  thai 
wo  may  as  well  take  a  division  upon  it,  and,  if 
we  are  not  strong  enough  to  reject  it,  maiters 
may  not  bt  expedited,  because  it  may  cause 
long  discussion  in  Committee. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.  —  When  this  clause  tw 
under  discussion  in  Committee  I  took  up  the 
position  that  I  thought  it  would  not  be  necfs- 
sary  to  force  small  browers  who  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cordials  to  keep  a  separate 
establishment,  on  the  ground  that  the  bottle 
in  which  ginger- ale  was  usually  put  were  of 
different  shape  and  construction  from  the 
bottles  used  for  beer ;  and  that,  if  beer  were 
put  into  bottles  of  that  character,  the  bre\rer 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  informer, 
who  would  easily  find  out  the  deception. 
Since  then,  I  have  had  it  brought  to  my  »^ 
tention  that  ginger-ale  is  frequently  put  into 
bottles  of  the  same  kind  as  beer  is  put  in,  so 
that  possibly  such  a  substitution  of  beer  for 
ginger-ale  might  take  place,  and  there  mi^ht 
be  evasion  of  the  stamp  duty  ;  but  I  think  that 
that  difficulty  might  be  overcome  in  some  other 
way  than  by  tho  clause  proposed  by  the  Cob 
nial  Treasurer — that  is,  by  insisting  that ging^^- 
ale  and  other  cordials  not  connected  stricti/ 
with  brewing  should  be  put  only  in  bottles  of 
a  certain  shape. 

Mr.  DODSON.— When  this  Bill  was  under 
discussion  before,  I  expressed  the  opinion  thai 
it  would  be  a  useful  Bill,  and  would  not  injure 
the  trade  in  any  way.  After  further  considera- 
tion in  all  its  bearings,  including  how  itwi!l 
bear  on  the  smallest  of  brewers  as  well  as  on 
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the  large  ones,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  it  is 
a  very  desirable  Bill,  and  will  also  afford  pro- 
tection to  the  revenue.  It  is  important,  in 
legislation  affecting  trade,  that  no  advantages 
should  be  given  to  one  class  of  manufacturers 
over  another;  and,  undoubtedly,  as  the  law 
now  stands,  persons  conducting  their  business 
in  a  small  way  and  working  with  their  own 
families,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  with 
brewers,  can  evade  payment  of  the  revenue; 
and  that  is  not  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
fftir-play  and  good  management  of  the  law 
relating  to  trading  operations.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  South  took  exception  to 
my  remarks,  and  said  that  this  Bill  affected  the 
small  brewers  as  against  the  large  brewers. 
Now,  in  New  Zealand  we  have  no  large 
brewers — they  are  only  **  large  "  comparatively 
speaking,  and  the  argument  did  not  hold  good 
in  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  put  it. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  Bill  is  favourable  to 
the  smallest  brewer.  As  the  law  now  stands 
no  single  small  brewer  can  send  out  bottled 
beer  unless  he  takes  out  a  license  costing  £20. 
That  will  not  be  the  case  under  this  Bill.  I 
would  repeat  that  no  single  brewer,  little  or 
big,  who  understands  his  business  at  all  would 
carry  on  those  two  different  sorts  of  business  in 
one  and  the  same  building.  If  a  man  wants 
to  carry  on  the  two  branches  of  trade  he  should 
do  as  is  done  in  England  and  everywhere  else, 
and  have  separate  and  distinct  rooms  at  some 
distance  from  his  cellar,  so  that  the  acids 
arising  from  the  cordial-making  process  should 
not  affect  the  beer  while  in  a  state  of  fermenta- 
tion. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  South  said  he  knew  a  case 
where  a  brewer  would  have  to  incur  an  ex- 
penditure of  £150  if  this  Bill  became  law. 
Kow,  if  he  had  paid  £150  under  this  pro- 
vision he  would  be  done  with  it.  But  if  this 
Bill  does  not  become  law  he  will  have  to  pay 
an  annual  license-fee  of  £20,  which  is  15^  per 
cent,  on  £150.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Newton  says  that  the  difficulty  might 
be  overcome  by  people  providing  themselves 
with  bottles  of  a  particular  kind.  I  hold  that 
that  would  cost  a  man  far  more  than  to  shift  his 
botUing-plant  elsewhere.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  chief  trade  of  small  brewers  is  the  bottle 
business,  and  if  they  do  bottle  they  must  have  a 
separate  place  in  their  brewery  for  bottling, 
and,  having  that,  there  would  be  no  extra 
expense  in  finding  a  building  for  the  purpose 
-of  bottling  cordials,  as  they  could  do  it  in  that 
place.  I  have  heard  of  no  valid  objection  to 
this  clause.  Every  one  must  admit  that  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  small 
fcrewers  to  have  the  £20  restriction  removed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— This  is  a  matter  on 
which  only  experts  can  give  an  opinion  worth 
having.  Since  the  Bill  was  introduced  I  have 
had  letters  from  a  brewer  in  my  own  district,  a 
respectable  brewer,  who  carries  on  a  business 
which,  unfortunately  for  himself,  is  only  a 
small  one.  Under  the  same  roof  is  contained 
an  aerated-water  factory,  and  he  writes  to  mc 
to  say  that  the  attempt  to  compel  him  to  dis- 


sociate the  business  would  bo  fatal  to  his  en- 
terprise—  that  in  small  districts  it  might  be 
impossible  to  carry  on  a  brewing  business  by 
itself,  or  an  aSrated-watcr  business  by  itself, 
but  when  the  two  things  are  combined  a  fair 
and  reasonable  profit  can  be  mad#t.  He  points 
out  that  in  his  own  particular  instance  he 
would  be  compelled,  at  very  considerable  cost, 
both  for  management  and  plant,  to  separate  the 
businesses,  which  up  to  this  time  havo  caused 
no  dissatisfaction  to  anybody.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  you  have  no  right  to  assume  that 
the  small  brewer  will  defraud  the  revenue, 
unless  there  is  very  clear  evidence  brought  to 
prove  it. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  position  I  take  up 
with  regard  to  this  Bill  is  that  it  will  be  fatal 
to  the  small  businesses.  It  has  been  stated 
that  there  are  no  large  breweries  in  New  Zea- 
land. But  there  are  comparatively  large 
breweries ;  and,  although  we  may  laugh  at  a 
man  being  subjected  to  hardship  because  he 
has  to  spend  £150  on  plant  or  a  building, 
it  is  no  laughing  matter  to  tho  poor  man 
who  has  to  find  the  money.  But,  much  as 
I  disapprove  of  the  Bill  from  the  point  of 
view  of  hindering  the  very  small  men,  I  dis- 
approve more  of  again  bringing  forward  this 
Bill  after  it  had  been  substantially  with- 
drawn. At  this  period  of  the  session,  it  seems 
to  me,  we  have  quite  enough  to  do  to  gather 
up  the  threads  of  our  work  and  complete  it ; 
but  if  we  are  to  go  on  with  a  Bill  which  is  in 
no  sense  a  party  Bill,  in  no  sense  a  measure 
on  which  the  Government  would  stand  or  fall, 
time  in  and  time  out,  there  need  be  no  end  to 
the  session,  and  we  shall  never  finish  the  real 
business.  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one  mem- 
ber who  wishes  to  oppose  the  Bill  desires  to 
embarrass  the  Government.  I  believe  the  Go- 
vernment is  making  a  mistake ;  and,  if  this 
is  to  be  the  type  of  measures  brought  before 
us,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  business  will  be 
greatly  impeded,  because  the  temper  of  the 
House  will  be  too  much  tried.  I  do  think 
that,  for  all  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the 
revenue  from  this  Bill,  it  would  be  very  much 
better  if  it  were  at  once  withdrawn. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
because  of  the  attitude  I  took  up  when  the 
Bill  was  last  in  Committee.  It  will  bo  re- 
membered that  this  clause  6  was  struck  out 
by  desire  of  the  Treasurer  with  a  view  to  in- 
serting another  clause.  On  that  new  clause 
being  read  I  was  rather  struck  with  the  phraseo- 
logy, and,  without  due  consideration,  I  ex- 
pressed my  intention  of  opposing  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  levy  a  tax  on  the  smaller 
brewers.  Since  then  I  have  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  I  have  come  to  tho  conclusion 
that  this  clause  is  really  a  clause  in  favour 
of  the  smaller  brewers.  By  the  Act  of  1880, 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  this  Bill,  a  brewer 
cannot  legally  carry  on  any  other  business 
than  brewing  in  his  brewery.  I  therefore  hold 
that,  if  it  is  so,  those  who  make  cordials  in  a. 
brewery  are  infringing  the  law. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL.— I  consider  that  is  so. 
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An  Hon.  MnMitniL— If  it  is  so,  why  bring  in 
thU  Hill  ? 

Mr.  RKin.  —  I  understand  the  main  objoct 
of  the  Bill  i^  tj  put  a  stop  to  the  practice 
of  bolt  line  m  a  brewery,  and  to  exempt 
brewer*  frx.Mii  the  pa^'raont  of  an  annual 
h*tn<o-fee  A  t2«X  Fr.^m  my  in:-.  ijrttAti  n 
o:  the  Act  I  b.lieve  a  brtwvr  has  now  to 
pw\\  a  lic.a-i»  :\o  of  £:A)  —  at  a'!  evints  j:  h.k? 
Kt:i  JO  hi.  I  :n  one  of  the  H.'-i.ient  MajIs- 
lrAtc<*  C^nrt^ — ani.  for  ihAt  n\>i.">n,  i  >.\v 
that,  in  :1:»  :..t-^re*ts  of  ti:**  ^^^i  .Wr  rzxivi- 
fa.'tr.:.r>.  wi-  .:  t  to  pti-^-5  t*::s  P./.I.  I  j^lrnir 
ih^T*  >  a  h'.-Nliip  m  i!io  ca>o  put  bv  t^c- 
b  ^:i."^:\.«!\'  :",  iiiw-or  f?r  W  .iirAri.  i  S  .::li.  si.-.: 
a  mi*!  ^-^r  :. '.<  e*^a■^ll>h^^i  an  i:*  •.  :-:rv.  at.  i 
C"'-''  :*"  t2:v»  :--•  r,<e  of  erv:.":,:-.^  b::.  liv;-,  :::\- 
c  1  "  ry.  ar  :  :.:-r  p'.^n:,  'sh-'ili  t-«  ni.i.ii.-  :c 
7  1  .:  al.  :  '  \"  I  rv  ♦  rv::  :t  *•  •*:-:v\\.r\  '<': 
all  ':  :  :  :.  /i  ilie  Tr-  j^^^ir^r  j;:'-:  :."» .^^jec: 
;."  a  r-'    <•    .     -l.^l.::^   ir-m  t'.e  j'^  r.  :.  :i  .: 


} 
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ba«ine^  of  brevring  in  the  more  isolated  1 
of  the  ccbay.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  BS 
mu*:  iiive  biien  brought  in  solely  in  the  inteio^ 
of  th*:  large  br^^wors.  It  is  with  these  people,  as 
with  '.Ar::-.  Cviri:  >.::-:<,  people  in  aiargewajol 
trr.  !o.  Ar.I  J^vH-.^ri  in  large  towns,  that  ti» 
^vLcrx:!::- .s  cf  the  Cjl^nial  Treasnrer  mosclT 
art'  .  ho  iiA.^  n3  >y'^ipAiay  with  men  in  a  *man 
w  IV  ^..f  h  i-:z>  ss  w  J.3  are  earning  an  honest 
livT^g  in  tre  mor.^  -bartered  districts  of  the 
c'l-ry  I  .io  !:  — ..  t'la:.  evt-a  yet,  this  Bill  will 
r.  :  b».  \i\ '  .T  :•!  :  '>2  r:-t:  -TLmittod  :  and,  for  my 
p^:w^:.  I  1  •  n  :t  iz. :  rstAL  i  whv  th-s  Colonial  Trea- 
' — "..1:  j,.\  «  AT.xi  to  "show  a  little  temper  in 
:.  t.:o  rr.'TioAs  evening  —  should 
•i  :-.\:  t'/.r  hA\  must  be  with- 
-  ♦;  •i-.^  fj  wjLS  struck  out.  Witb- 
z  :  tl.  v:  c! -i^  it  U  a  pcrfectir 
:  1  ...  Ai.  i  will  no  docbt  k- 

•  :-.  '-•-:j:  L.ir^e  anJ  small,  of  a 
: . r  i*. .. : ::^  :i2  11  ?wii  bottled  beer. 
:-.  w.  .  ::::  ,zt  biok  on  the  ca- 

:   ".       \   I    -x  .  -r-^^Zi  AC 7.  but  Will 

^  ;    ii'.ty  C.zi:n:::-;-e  en  the  BilL 

--1. — I  ^si^^jI  j.;;p  tlilnkiiig  that 
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other  operations  incidental  to  brewing  being 
carried  on  under  the  same  roof  as  that  which 
covered  the  brewing  plant.  Now,  the  coarse 
proposed  is  simply  to  prohibit  the  carrying- 
on  in  the  brewery  of  a  business  which 
fftcilitates  an  evasion  of  the  law.  I  put  it 
plainly  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
Euapa  South — ^who  has  told  such  a  piteous 
iale  about  a  constituent  of  his  who  is  a  brewer 
and  has  expended  £300  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  cordial  business  —  does  that 
brewer  bottle  ale  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
says,  "Certainly  he  does."  *'Then,"  I  say, 
"what  is  the  meaning  of  your  objection?  If 
he  bottles  ale  he  must,  under  the  present  law, 
have  a  separate  building  to  do  it  in,  and  there 
is  no  great  hardship  in  providing  that  he 
should  carry  on  his  cordial  business,  not  in  the 
brewery  itself,  but  in  the  same  building  as  that 
in  which  he  bottles  ale."  Honourable  mem- 
beis  will  see  that,  if  the  manufacture  and 
bottling  of  cordials  and  the  brewing  of  beer 
are  allowed  to  be  carried  on  under  the  same 
roof,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Customs 
authorities  to  be  very  strict  in  their  sur- 
veillance of  such  a  business,  as  it  would,  at 
any  rate,  afford  great  facilities  for  evading  the 
Costoms  regulations  and  defrauding  the  reve- 
nue. If  I  understand  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  riglitly,  as  the  Act  stands  now  he 
thinks  it  prohibits  brewers  from  carrying  on 
the  bottling  of  other  beverages  as  well  as  beer 
under  the  same  roof  as  the  brewery.  Whether 
that  be  so  or  not,  at  any  rate  the  Customs 
aatborities  are  entitled  to  exercise  a  very  strict 
sarreillance  where  persons  have  a  brewery 
and  use  it  for  cordial-making  and  bottling.  If 
a  brewer  must  have  a  separate  establishment 
for  bottling  ale,  it  is  at  least  very  suspicious 
that  he  should  object  to  carrying  on  the  bottling 
of  cordials  in  that  establishment  instead  of  in 
the  brewery.  I  do  not  cast  reflections  on  one 
or  two  or  any  brewers.  AH  I  say  is  that  the 
Customs  Department  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  revenue  suffers  tlirough  the  business 
of  cordial-making  and  bottling  being  carried 
on  in  the  same  building  as  brewing  operations 
are  carried  on  in.  That  is  foreign  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  Act,  which  prohibits  the  bottling 
of  ale  in  breweries ;  and  I  cannot  see  how  we 
eoold  deal  with  the  tradesmen  interested  more 
tenderly  than  by  saying  that  we  will  give  a 
jear  for  the  removal  of  cordial-bottling  plant 
into  a  separate  establishment.  But  I  have  to 
say  this :  that,  if  the  Bill  cannot  be  carried 
with  the  6th  clause  in  it,  then  the  law  must  be 
left  as  it  is.  It  is  very  hard  upon  the  brewers 
that  they  should  have  to  pay  this  heavy  and 
miintentional  tax  of  £20  a  year.  If  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  South  will  permit 
me  to  say  it,  before  the  House  met  to-day  he 
asked  me  to  adjourn  the  consideration  of  this 
qnestion  until  Monday,  to  enable  him  to  look 
farther  into  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  press  the 
House  to  affirm  a  hurried  opinion,  and  therefore 
I  propose  to  go  into  Committee  now  and  make 
the  amendment  in  the  7th  clause.  At  present 
the  clause  is  retrospective,  and  I  wish  to  alter 
it  so  that  it  shall  only  apply  to  convictions 
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which  take  place  after  the  measure  comes  into 
law.  Then  I  will  move  that  we  report  progress, 
and  we  can  consider  the  other  clause  on  nexi 
sitting-day.  That  will  give  honourable  mem- 
bers time  to  consider  the  matter. 
Bill  recommitted,  and  progress  reported. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
recommending  the  appropriation  of  £175,000 
for  railway-lines  in  the  Middle  Island. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill. 

The  House  wont  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
direction  of  the  House  as  to  reporting  the 
debate  in  Hansard  on  the  proposal  to  allocate 
the  sum  of  £175,000  to  railway  lines  in  the 
Middle  Island. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Richardson,  G. 

Majority  against,  5. 

Motion  negatived. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  moved,  That  the  followmg 
words  be  added  to  the  schedule:  "To  be 
appropriated  to  railways  in  the  Middle  Island, 
£175,000." 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Majority  against,  2. 

Addition  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL.  — I  beg  to  move,  Tlmt  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to.  I  shall  not  repeat 
all  that  I  stated  in  Committee,  but  will  merely 
say  that  the  striking-out  of  the  amount  of 
£175,000  from  the  loan  will  have  a  very  serious 
effect  upon  the  expenditure  this  year,  and  on 
the  future  finance  of  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Is  that  all  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  say?  Is  he  not 
going  to  ^ive  any  reason  for  making  such  a 
statement  ? 

hi  Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  been  trying  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  reason  all  the  even- 
ing, but  I  have  not  been  able  to  succeed. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  afraid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  got  no  reason  for  it,  and 
that  that  is  why  he  gives  us  none.  I  should 
like,  if  he  has  any  reason  for  saying  what  he 
has  said,  that  it  should  be  placed  on  record, 
for  then  we  shall  be  able  to  answer  it,  and  I 
shall  have  some  remarks  to  make  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  Although  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  in  the  habit  of  treating  me 
with  courtesy,  I  will  not  follow  his  example ; 
but,  if  he  will  tell  me  what  he  wants  to  know, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  answer  him  if  I  can  do  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  wish  to  know  the 
reason  why  the  honourable  gentleman  says 
the  striking-out  of  this  amount  will  seriously 
Afiect  the  finance. 


Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  say  that,  inasmoeh  as 
striking-out  of  this  amount  affects  theexponfr 
turo  of  next  year,  and  will  make  it  lofwer  tkfl 
we  might  wish,  it  will  be  requisite  for  qs 
consider  whether  it  will  not  be  necessazr  for 
at  once  to  determine  that  we  shall  contracsi 
expenditure  this  year,  unless  we  deteimiiie  H 
make  use  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Lo&a. 
to  raise  another  loan  next  year.    I  expl&infli 
in  Committee  that  these  were  the  altemati^a; 
but  there  might  be  some  more.    That  I  cassm 
say  at  a  moment's  notice,  as  I  am  not  in  tJ* 
habit  of  expecting  to  be  defeated. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  obliped  to  tla 
honourable  gentleman  both  for  the  example  k 
has  set  me  in  the  matter  of  courtesy  and  fortte 
information  lie  has  given  mo.  I  do  not  k£9v| 
whether  I  might  not  really  leave  his  res^onj 
unanswered,  they  will  be  so  convincing  to  iw 
public  ;  for  I  am  sure  that  I  could  not  possibifj 
put  them  more  forcibly  than  be  has  doid 
Still,  it  is  always  desirable  that,  on  socb  ift] 
occasion  as  this,*  the  matter  should  be  look^ift{ 
from  different  points  of  view,  and  thoefoRlj 
wish  to  make  a  few  remarks.  The  hononniile>j 
gentleman  tells  us  that  striking  ofi  £175,00; 
from  this  loan  will  have  a  serious  effect  upn I 
the  expenditure  next  year:  that  is  to  sftT,l»: 
means  that  this  money  was  intended  to  h' 
expended  next  year.  Now,  we  have  be«| 
repeatedly  told  quite  a  difTercnfe  tale  by  tte 
Premier.  He  has  said,  all  through,  tb&t  tha 
money  was  not  intended  for  expenditure  s£  aH. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  too,  said  that  n 
was  only  intended  to  survey  these  two  liB» 
struck  out  of  the  schedule,  and  that  it  ^as 
quite  problematical  whether  the  money  wonU 
be  expended  at  all  or  not.  Not  only  tbat,b«Ur 
further,  they  bring  down  from  His  ExcellgncTr 
a  recommendation  that  the  money  should  nflt 
be  spent  at  all,  but  that  it  should  be  keptia 
the  Trcasur>'  till  the  81st  March,  l^S.fortiie 
purpose  of  having  a  working-balance.  I  do  d* 
know  how  we  are  to  reconcile  those  two  sUfe- 
ments.  The  honourable  gentleman  appeals  6> 
think  that  no  one  in  the  House  knows  any- 
thing about  finance  but  himself — thai  I  MB 
quite  **  a  baby  *'  in  finance. 

Sir  J.  V0(3EL.  —  I  am  glad  to  hear  tte 
honourable  gentleman  acknowledge  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  only  quoting  the 
honoumble  gentleman.  He  says  thatltm* 
baby,  and  that  no  other  honourable  member 
in  the  House  has  yet  been  bom  in  financt; 
and  it  may  be  so,  for  I  must  acknowledge  that 
it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  the  three  de- 
ferent versions  which  have  been  given  of  thU 
very  important  subject.  The  honourable  gentl^ 
man  tells  us,  with  a  serious  face,  and  in 
tones  that  seem  intended  to  carry  belief,  tha^ 
this  reduction  will  very  seriously  ctffecttbe  ex- 
penditure next  year;  and  not  only  that,  bo^ 
that  it  will  also  affect  this  year's  expenditnffv 
because,  he  says,  as  it  was  allocated  for  no* 
year's  expenditure,  he  must  see  that  the  ex- 
penditure this  5'ear  is  lowered,  so  as  to  povid^ 
for  the  deficiency  which  we  have  made  in  U» 
means  for  expenditure  next  year.  So  aocarat^v 
has  he  gauged  the  expenditure  over  the  tf* 
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years  that,  as  we  have  saved  something  under 
;£90,000  out  of  the  expenditure  for  this  year 
from  the  £1,500,000  which  he  is  going  to  rai.se, 
it  will  throw  out  all  their  finance.  But  the 
Premier  tells  us  he  is  only  going  to  expend 
^*1 ,400.000.  The  whole  thing  is  ridiculous  and 
absurd.  And  now  I  will  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  this,  on  behalf  of  the  Opposition : 
that,  if  he  wants  a  working-balance — if  he  has 
forgotten  to  provide  for  that,  as  he  forgot  his 
liabilities,  if  he  finds  that  he  has  so  allocated 
this  loan  and  tied  it  up  that  he  has  no  working- 
balance,  and  if  he  will  tell  us  what  ho  wants  to 
give  him  a  working-balance,  I  am  sure  this 
House  will  grant  him  the  money. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  Another  death-bed  re- 
pentance. 

Major  ATKINSON.— A  death-bed  repent- 
jmce!  I  do  not  know  to  what  death -bed 
repentance  the  honourable  gentleman  refers. 
Does  he  refer  to  the  Opposition  or  to  himself? 
I  \\ish  it  were  his  death-bed  repentance.  If  it 
were  I  should  be  very  well  satisfied  indeed. 
But  I  am  speaking  very  seriously.  I  have  no 
desire  to  embarrass  tlie  finances  of  the  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  hope  that  will  apply  to 
the  future. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  Sir;  to  the  future, 
4is  to  the  past.  But  my  ideas  of  embarrass- 
ment and  tho  honourable  gentleman's  are  very 
<liflerent.  The  honourable  gentleman  thinks 
that,  if  we  refuse  to  give  him  half  a  million 
•of  money  to  spend  just  as  he  chooses,  he  is 
being  embarrassed ;  whereas  I  think  if  we  give 
him  plenty  of  money  to  meet  his  engagements, 
if  we  give  him  money  enough  to  reasonably 
o^ny  on  the  public  works  of  the  colony,  we  do 
fill  that  is  necessary ;  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  give  him  a  large  sum  in  addition,  under  pain 
of  being  told  that,  if  we  do  not  do  so,  we  shall 
create  embarrassment  in  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  bound 
to  tell  us  what  ho  wants  the  money  for — the 
purposes  for  which  he  intends  to  use  it.  It  is 
not  right  for  him  to  pretend  that  he  wants 
money  for  the  Tophouse  -  Inangahua  line, 
meaning,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  does 
not  want  it  for  those  works  at  all,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  a  general  working  -  balance. 
That  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  amounts  to  now.  He  really  tells 
us  that  he  never  meant  this  expenditure  which 
was  proposed  in  tho  Loan  Bill,  but  what  he 
wanted  was  to  get  that  money  into  his  hands 
for  a  working -balance.  That  was  the  first 
point  the  honourable  gentleman  made.  Tho 
second  was  that  he  never  meant  to  spend  the 
money  at  all,  but  that  he  wanted  to  have  it  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  March.  Then  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  *'  If  I  am  not  allowed  to 
have  the  money  in  hand  great  difficulties  will 
arise  to  the  country."  But  how  can  we  seri- 
ously believe  any  proposition  which  the  Go- 
vernment make,  when  they  are  so  blown  about 
by  every  wind?  We  have  so  many  different 
statements  made  to  us,  we  have  so  many 
changes  presented,  that  really,  although  we 
are  trying  to  follow  the  finances  of  the  country 
pretty  closely,  wc  are  beginning  to  think  that 


we  do  not  know  anything  about  them.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  so  full  of  shifts  and 
changes  that  we  do  not  know  when  we  can 
rely  upon  his  statements.  The  proposals  of  the 
Government  have  been  changed  so  perpetually 
that  we  do  not  know  when  to  take  them  in 
earnest.  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  say  this  ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  the  case.  And  we 
have  had  a  most  glaring  instance  of  that  to- 
night. Then,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  this  North  Island  Kailway  Loan. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  if  we 
out  out  this  £175,000  he  would  have  to  use  the 
North  Island  Railway  Loan.  Now,  I  wish  to 
enter  my  strongest  protest  against  that,  and  I 
certainly  shall  endeavour  to  put  sncli  a  limita- 
tion upon  his  action  when  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill  is  before  lis  as  will 
prevent  him  using  it.  I  am  certain  that  the 
House  will  not  consent  to  that  loan  being  used 
for  any  such  purpose.  Let  the  honourable 
gentleman  ask  for  what  he  wants  in  a  straight- 
forward way,  and  he  will  get  it.  With  regard 
to  this  loan,  I  am  not  in  the  least  satisfied  with 
the  statements  contained  in  the  memorandum 
which  the  Treasurer  read  to  us.  I  am  perfectly 
certain — and  now  I  speak  with  real  knowledge 
upon  the  subject — that,  notwithstanding  the 
memorandum  which  the  Treasurer  has  read, 
the  money  can  be  used  as  I  have  described; 
for  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  only  governs 
the  appropriation  by  the  Governor — it  does  not 
afiect  it  at  all.  The  whole  thing  can  be  put, 
and  will  be  put.  into  one  common  fund ;  and 
the  only  control  that  the  House  has  is  that 
the  Governor  may  not  make  a  recommenda- 
tion ;  but,  if  the  recommendation  is  made  and 
the  votes  are  taken,  I  tell  the  House  distinctly 
that  the  money  can  be  used.  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  Controller  would  also  tell  tho  honour- 
able gentleman  the  same  thing:  at  any  rate, 
the  Treasurer  would  be  able  to  fight  him  suc- 
cessfully in  applying  the  money  to  general  pur- 
poses, as  he  told  us  he  intended  to  apply  it. 
The  ]\Iinister  for  Public  Works  shakes  his  head ; 
but  is  it  possible  that  the  Treasurer  can  want 
this  £175,000  for  general  purposes  if  he  could 
not  use  it  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  not  to  be  applied  to 
general  purposes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  mean,  applicable  to 
general  purposes  under  this  loan,  as  set  forth 
in  the  schedule.  The  Treasurer  says  he  must 
have  this  working-balance  :  what  is  tho  mean- 
ing of  his  remarks  but  that  he  can  use  that  if 
this  clause  is  effective?  I  hope  tho  Govern- 
ment will  give  way  on  that  point.  At  any  rate, 
I  shall  move  to  have  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill  postponed,  in  order  that  tho  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  may  be  taken,  when 
it  will  bo  seen  that  the  money  could  be  used 
as  I  say. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— We  are  often  told  that  history 
repeats  itself ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
that  process  is  going  on  now.  Last  session 
there  was  a  motion  carried  something  similar 
to  this,  inasmuch  as  it  had  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing, or,  rather,  preventing,  a  loan,  and  it 
was  apparently  carried  by  a  large  majority  in 
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this  House  in  the  usual  way,  and  in  spite  of  the 
utmost  efforts  of  the  Government ;  but  during 
the  recess  it  was  made  to  appear  by  speeches 
delivered  by  certain  members  of  the  House 
that  the  Government  could  have  carried  their 
estimates  as  they  stood  if  they  had  pleased. 
Wo  were  told  then  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
members  had  waited  upon  the  Government  and 
had  promised  them  support  if  they  made  it 
a  Government  question — quite  enough  to  have 
carried  the  estimates  as  they  stood;  but  the 
Government  did  not  choose  to  exercise  their 
full  strength,  and  therefore  the  motion  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
was  carried.  We  know  that  that  was  stated 
during  the  recess. 

Sir  n.  STOUT.— The  Government  never  said 
that. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— It  was  publicly  stated. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  said  so. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— Well,  tho  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  is  here,  and  he  can  confirm  the 
truth  of  the  statement  or  otherwise.  I  under- 
stand also  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  was  one  of  the  conspirators. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No:  I  contradict 
that. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— At  any  rate,  the  Government 
certainly  to  some  extent  did  not  put  forth  their 
full  strength,  whether  that  strength  would  have 
been  sufticient  or  not,  and  we  all  know  what 
use  was  made  of  that  motion  during  tho  recess 
in  oixler  to  cast  odium  upon  the  members  of 
tho  Opposition.  Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  if  they  had  chosen,  the  Government  could 
have  carried  this  £175,000  to-night.  During 
the  past  few  weeks  the  Government  have  been 
caiTying  by  large  majorities  everything  they 
liked  to  propose ;  and  I  feel  perfectly  certain 
that  they  could  have  carried  this  if  they  had 
pleased,  and  that  the  purpose  which  is  really 
in  view  in  making  such  a  fuss  about  it  is  that 
thev  may  make  the  same  use  of  this  motion 
which  they  did  of  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  last  year.  That  is 
clear  from  the  Treasurer's  remark  about  this 
reduction  of  £175,000  seriously  aflectmg  the 
general  finances  of  the  country.  That  remark 
convinces  me  of  the  purpose  to  which  this 
motion  is  to  be  put;  because  how  can  the  strik- 
ing-out of  two  items  from  the  schedule  affect 
the  general  finances  of  the  colony  ?  We  are  to 
liavo  a  repetition  of  what  took  place  last  year, 
when  on  every  occasion  when  a  request  was 
made  for  some  little  thing,  even  a  cattle-pen, 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  shook  his  head, 
and  said,  "  Oh,  no  t  you  cannot  have  this, 
because  of  the  effect  of  Captain  Russell's 
motion,  for  which  your  member  voted."  A 
more  humiliating  and  contemptible  exhibition, 
I  think,  was  never  msule  in  our  political  history 
than  when  Ministers  went  about  parading  their 
own  humiliation  as  a  reason  for  not  going  on 
with  the  work  of  the  country.  1  fear  that  is 
what  is  going  to  happen  again.  The  Opposi- 
tion have  all  through  this  discussion  expressed 
willingness  to  vote  the  whole  million  and  a 
half;  iMit  tlirv  object  to  do  so  unless  the  full 
Mr.  Whijtc 


amount  is  definitely  allocated.  The  Gokaal 
Treasurer  has  again  to-night  made  use  of  ^ 
expression  he  used  in  1884,  that  the  honoGrdli 
member  for  Egmont  is  a  baby  in  finance. 

An  Hon.  ^Iembeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— Do  I  understand  that  tM 
remark  was  never  made  by  the  Treasurer? 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  honourable  nua^ 
ber  for  Egmont  used  it  himself  to-night 

Mr.  WHYTE.— All  X  have  got  to  say  is  this: 
If  he  is  a  baby,  and  if  it  be  a  proof  of  "»f^^^; 
or  maturity  in  finance  to  make  the  egregiatt 
blunders  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  m&i» 
this  year  in  the  finances  of  the  coontzy,  U:* 
I  prefer  the  baby. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  would  point  out  thai 
we  have  to  thank  the  Opposition  for  plac^Bf 
the  country  in  the  position  in  which  it  noir  ia 
The  statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  as  t^ 
the  effect  of  this  reduction  of  the  loan  is  qoA 
correct,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmoii 
may  tell  us  what  he  likes,  but  I  feel  conSdat 
that  the  state  of  the  country  is  such  tbsl' 
the  Government,  whoever  may  be  on  tkM 
benches,  will  have  to  come  down  next  sessiai 
and  ask  for  a  loan  greater  than  the  amcail 
that  is  proposed  in  this  Bill,  or  else  then  «3 
be  brought  about  a  state  of  destitution  in  tte 
country.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  kocfli 
this  as  well  as  any  one.  If  it  is  pa^otian  is 
bring  the  country  into  a  lamentable  oondititfi» 
then  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  hss 
patriotism.  The  honourable  gentleman  showed 
his  patriotism  before.  His  speech  in  1879 
created  a  panic,  it  was  well  known,  at  Home. 
The  honourable  gentleman  may  laugh ;  but  n» 
less  an  injury  is  now  being  inflicted  upon  the 
colony  by  the  honourable  gentleman  than  «u 
inflicted  upon  it  by  him  in  1879.  Love  of  couur 
try  is  not  a  passion  with  him  ;  it  is  love  of  o5c9 
that  is  his  passion.  Every  thinking  man  mast 
know  that  the  public  works  must  be  gcme  on 
with  with  greater  vigour  than  will  be  po^ol^ 
under  this  Bill  —  I  mean,  the  completing  rf 
works  that  are  at  present  not  paying,  but  wkicii 
would  pay  if  they  were  pushed  on  to  paying 
points;  and  I  say  that  it  was  the  dutyoftbfr 
House  to  have  assisted  the  Government  is 
every  possible  way,  instead  of  following  tht 
course  which  the  Opposition  have  followed. 
I  say  that  anything  will  benefit  the  countJ^ 
which  will  keep  the  present  Opposition  off  th« 
Government  benches.  Any  sacrifice  is  Tpfolh 
making  to  secure  that.  And  I  believe  th?.t  what 
has  taken  place  to-night  will  act  as  a  deter- 
rent  to  the  country  from  putting  him  on  tbee 
benches  :  I  am  sure  this  will  be  made  iis«  ^ 
against  him  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  countr)'.  Every  one  knows  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country — that  it  is  suflering  Ircm 
a  depreciation  of  income,  owing  to  the  low 
prices  that  have  ruled  during  the  last  fe» 
years ;  and,  although  there  has  been  a  k» 
in  the  price  of  wool  and  wheat  which  mayd» 
us  good,  there  is  every  reason  why  the  oountiT 
should  be  helped  as  much  as  possible  for  tb» 
next  two  years.  I  say  that  unless  we  exerciso 
great  cautjon  it  will  be  impossible  for  tl» 
country  to  extricate  itself  from  its  difficulties 
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I  may  be  called  a  '*  croaker ;"  but  I  have  told 
the  House  for  years  what  was  coming,  and 
everything  I  said  has  been  fulfilled,  and  so  it 
will  be  again.  This  being  the  state  of  afiairs, 
it  is  the  duty  of  honourable  members  to  sacri- 
fice their  feelings  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
and  to  refrain  from  throwing  any  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  Goverrmient.  The  present  was 
not  an  occasion  when,  acting  from  pique  and 
from  a  desire  to  humiliate  the  Government,  as 
it  is  called,  the  Opposition  should  have  adopted 
tiie  course  which  has  been  adopted. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  to  continue  this  discussion  much  longer ; 
bat  I  cannot  allow  the  same  to  close  without 
saying  a  few  words.  The  thing  has  just  taken 
the  turn  that  suggested  itself  to  me  in  Com- 
mittee. I  strongly  urged  that  the  Government 
should  allocate  the  money,  for  I  must  give 
honourablo  members  from  the  North  Island 
this  credit :  that  many  of  them  told  me  that  if 
the  Government  would  allow  the  money  to  bo 
skllocated  there  would  be  scarcely  any  opposi- 
tion to  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
iMid  West  began  to  "  chyack  "  me  when  he 
got  his  own  £412,000  psissed,  irrespective  of 
the  allocation  for  permanent-way  and  rolling- 
stock  ;  but  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
debate  he  was  more  reasonable.  If  the  Go- 
Temment  had  accepted  my  suggestion  I  feel 
sure  they  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
passing  the  Bill  as  they  desired.  No  one  will 
object,  I  am  sure,  to  the  allocation  of  another 
£75,000  to  the  Otago  Central.  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  says  "  No ; "  but  whom 
have  the  Nelson  and  Blenheim  members  got 
to  thank  for  the  passing  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  Bill?  I  never  voted  against 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  so  long  as 
the  Meiggs  business  did  not  come  into  it.  The 
whole  House  to  a  man  was  really  against  the 
Meiggs  business.  Perhaps  I  have  strained  my 
conscience  a  little  in  voting  for  that  railway. 
It  also  strained  my  conscience  somewhat  to  vote 
with  the  Government  on  the  last  division.  I 
understood  the  Government  to  say  that  if  the 
money  was  not  allocated  on  the  schedule  they 
would  take  it  off.  Seeing  ihat  the  North  had 
got  its  proper  share,  I  strongly  urged  that  the 
Government  should  allocate  the  money  in  a 
proper  manner ;  and  if  they  had  allocated  it 
the  proposal  would  have  been  carried,  even 
though  it  was  all  to  tho  South — which  many 
North  Island  members  distinctly  stated  they 
woold  support.  They  have  themselves  to  blame 
for  what  has  occurred.  I  would  have  given 
the  Otago  Central  £75,000 ;  the  Sumner  line, 
£20,000 ;  the  Seaward  Bush  line  might  have 
had  £25,000;  the  Catlin's  River  line,  £25,000; 
the  Ocean  Beach  line,  Dunedin,  £10,000 ;  the 
Dnntroon-Hakateramea  line,  £20,000— making 
up  the  £175,000.  The  Government,  however, 
were  stubborn,  and  would  not  do  what  their 
own  friends  recommended,  and  what  was  fair, 
just,  and  right.  I  suppose  the  Government 
did  not  care  to  allocate  the  money  because  the 
Helsom  members  would  have  been  against 
them.  What  was  the  fact  before  those  amoxmts 
were  struck  out?    The  Government  distinctly 


said  .hose  amounts  were  not  going  to  be  spent. 
I  am  sure  the  House  would  have  gone  on  with 
the  Tophouse  and  Inangahua  lines  as  soon  as 
they  '=^^.vr  that  the  East  and  West  Coast  line  was 
suffioi^jntly  far  advanced.  I  would  just  as  soon 
vote  that  the  loan  be  thrown  out  altogether,  if 
there  is  to  be  this  fighting  about  it.  The  money 
could  be  saved  in  the  general  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  out  of  the  money  thus  saved 
we  could  finish  the  unfinished  lines.  I  could 
save  £2,300  or  £2,500  by  a  stroko  of  the  pen. 
For  instance,  the  Registrar  -  General  spent 
about  £1,800  more  in  taking  the  census  this 
year  than  he  spent  in  taking  the  previous  cen- 
sus. I  do  not  think  that  increase  was  at  all 
justifiable,  feeling  assured  that  many  suitable 
men  were  available  as  sub-enumerators  that 
were  otherwise  employed  years  ago.  A  saving 
of  money  might  be  made  in  that  department. 
If  the  Government  determine  to  go  through  the 
various  offices  with  their  concomitant  expendi- 
ture they  could  save  £200,000,  £300,000,  or 
£400,000  with  the  greatest  ease.  The  country 
will  have  to  come  to  the  Government  and  say, 
**  We  must  have  economy."  The  Government 
now  say  that  the  striking-of!  of  this  £175,000  is 
going  to  put  them  to  grief.  I  say  they  can 
save  that  amoimt  with  the  greatest  ease,  if 
they  des  ire  to  do  so.  As  to  the  Redistribution 
of  Seats  Bill,  I  hope  that  those  members  who 
are  asking  for  economy  will  knock  off  a  third 
or  a  fourth  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I 
hope  that  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Expen- 
diture Committee  will  show  where  a  few  thou- 
sand pounds  can  be  saved. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— Looking  at  this  question 
from  the  point  of  view  of  an  onlooker,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  House  has  missed  the  effect  of 
the  strategy  pursued  this  evening.  It  has  been 
conceded  that  a  million  and  a  half  was  a  fair 
amount  to  borrow  and  expend  over  two  years. 
The  Government  brought  down  proposals  for 
allocating  the  expenditure,  keeping  in  view  the 
necessity  of  allocating  it  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent districts  of  tho  colony :  they  allocated  so 
much  to  the  North  Island,  so  much  to  Otago,  and 
so  much  to  the  northern  portion  of  the  South 
Island.  Two  or  three  votes  for  the  northern 
portion  of  the  South  Island  were  struck  out. 
The  Government  propose  to  remedy  this  by 
bringing  down  an  unapportioned  amount  on  the 
schedule  of  the  loan,  and  immediately  the  Op- 
position exert  themselves  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  the  loan  by  this  unapportioned  amount, 
and  they  say,  "We  do  not  wish  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  loan.  You  are  perfectly  free 
to  borrow  this  amount  if  you  will  only  allocate 
it  "  This  was  a  most  amusing  piece  of  political 
f- ;  rategy  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  coun- 
ts y  to  escape  the  responsibility  of  having  re- 
duced the  loan.  None  know  better  than  the 
leaders  of  the  Opposition  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  allocate  that  money 
without  alienating  a  large  portion  of  their  sup- 
porters. The  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
may  laugh,  but  the  laugh  recoils  upon  himself, 
because  in  that  laugh  we  hear  the  rending  of 
the  veil  which  hides  the  real  object  of  his  stri^ 
tegy  from  the  country.     The  country  knowa 
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well /that  all  loans  must  bear  a  certain  propor- 
tion to  tlie  various  districts,  if  the  Government 
are  going  to  maintain  themselves  in  office.  It 
may  bo  a  bad  principle.  I  say  it  is  a  bad  prin- 
ciple, and  I  say  therein  lies  the  admitted  weak- 
ness of  our  public  works  policy ;  and  so  long 
as  wo  have  a  country  like  New  Zealand — 
a  country  diverse  in  physical  features,  where 
one  portion  of  the  colony  is  sundered  from 
another  by  mountain-ranges,  long  stretches  of 
sea-coast,  and  by  the  sea  itself,  we  shall  always 
have  that  defect  in  the  public  works  policy. 
We  all  know  that,  whatever  Government  goes 
on  to  those  benches,  it  must  conform  to  those 
lines  or  lose  othee.  Wliat  is  the  answer  to- 
night? By  all  means  bring  down  your  votes 
and  allocate  thcni.  Then,  the  Opposition  set 
to  work  to  play  upon  certain  members  frofti 
Otago  and  certain  members  from  the  North 
Island,  and  say,  *'  You  must  not  allow  the 
Government  to  bring  down  this  unallocated 
amount;  because,  when  there  is  money  sticking 
out,  why  do  you  not  try  and  got  it  for  the  Otago 
Central  line  and  for  the  North  Island  ?  "  It 
might  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the 
Govern:nent  to  allocate  that  amount  next 
F«  ssion  v.hrre  they  Iikcd,  but  it  would  be  offer- 
ing a  decided  insult  to  those  districts  which 
had  lost  the  vote  this  sesiiion  to  allocate  it  to 
other  districts  this  session.  If  no  important 
works  were  to  be  done  next  year  in  Canter- 
bury, T^larlborough,  Westland,  and  Nelson,  it 
would  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the 
Goveniment  to  tako  tlio  money  and  allocate  it 
elsewhere  ;  but  it  is  not  competent  for  Govern- 
ment to  do  that  when,  only  last  night,  a 
vote  for  Nelson,  WOlland,  and  Canterbury 
was  struck  out,  and  when  the  representatives 
of  those  districts  are  still  smarting  under 
what  they  considered  an  insult  put  upon  them 
by  the  House.  None  know  that  better  than 
the  honourable  gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Op- 
position benches,  and  they  forced  the  Govern- 
ment into  the  position  of  reducing  the  loan  or 
offending  a  large  portion  of  their  supporters. 
Can  the  Opposition  escape  the  responsibility  of 
having  forced  tlie  Govcranient  to  reduce  the 
loan? 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words, 
as  I  have  not  yet  explained  why  t  voted.  The 
honourable  member  for  Lincoln  has  a  very  bad 
habit  of  ejaculating  remarks  when  another 
member  is  speaking.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
very  good  thing  if  we  adopted  the  old  custom 
of  the  Government  members  sitting  on  one 
side  of  the  House,  and  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  sitting  on  the  other.  I  believe  if 
wo  could  revive  the  old  practice  it  would  be 
very  much  better,  in  which  case  a  member 
would  not  be  subject  to  these  continual  inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.  — When  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  told  us  what  his  vote  was  to  be 
I  said,  "  Oh  Lord  !  " 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  consider  that  an  exceedingly 
rude  interruption.  Wc  all  know  the  wit  of  the 
honourable  gentleman;  and  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  saying  his  prayers,  even  if  there  be 
a  touch  of  profanity  about  it.  That  is  his 
Mr.  Menteath 


affair.  What  I  wish  to  say  is  this :  It  aj^^eait 
to  mc  that  what  we  have  dene  is  simply  iMk: 
We  have  decided  that  the  Blenheim-Tophcsse 
line  and  the  Westport-Inangahoa  line  are  not 
to  be  made  for  the  present,  at  all  evesis. 
They  were  now  lines,  which,  if  voted,  would 
plunge  the  country  into  new  liabilities.  The 
amount  it  would  cost  to  construct  these  lines 
is  said  to  be  unknown. 

An  Hon.  Member.— £700,000. 

Mr.  MOSS. — These  two  new  lines  were  noi 
to  meet.  They  were  simply  two  useless  pieces 
of  unconnected  line,  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
told  us  they  were  not  to  be  made  this  year. 

Mr.  KERR. — The  honourable  gentleman  is 
perfectly  well  aware  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer told  us  that  the  lines  were  only  to  be 
surveyed  this  year.  My  honourable  friei«i, 
like  a  great  many  of  his  colleagues,  wanted  the 
plunder  for  himself. 

Mr.  MOSS. — We  wanted  the  plunder  to  bur 
land  in  the  North  Island  —  is  that  it?  In 
reply,  I  can  only  say  that  my  honourable  friasd 
seems  to  be  mourning  for  his  lost  line,  ssd 
therefore  some  allowance  must  be  made  for  bis 
temper.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  with  regard  to  the 
Blenheim-Tophouse  line,  it  appeared  to  manj 
of  us  that  it  ought  not  to  be  made ;  and  it  ^tk 
not  propo.sed  by  the  Government  that  this 
and  the  other  lino  should  be  made  this  year. 
All  the  Government  proposed  was  to  borrow 
£175,000,  and  to  spend  out  of  it  only  a  few  thou- 
sands for  surveys  during  the  year.  At  the  woTFt, 
therefore,  a  few  thousands  of  pounds  less  wili 
be  spent  in  surveys  as  the  result  of  the  vote 
which  has  just  been  taken.  I  voted  in  the  way 
I  did,  not  with  any  view  of  embarrassing  tbs 
Government,  but  simply  because  I  was  satis- 
fied that  the  colony  ought  not  to  be  plunged 
into  these  two  new  and,  as  far  as  we  could  »«, 
quite  unnecessary  lines.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity to  put  them  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  UM 
down  a  new  principle  when  he  said  that  the 
Government  on  those  benches  must  sacritce 
the  real  good  of  the  country  or  go  out  of  oflBce. 
I  hope,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  shall  yet  havB 
a  Government  on  those  benches  which,  if  it 
is  called  upon  to  sacrifice  the  real  interest 
of  the  country,  will  retire  rather  than  do  so. 
When  wo  find  this  adopted  as  a  principle  in 
governing  the  country  we  shall  see  new  energy 
and  usefulness  infused  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country.  But  to  hold  over  the  House  a  thread 
that  the  country  will  bo  told  that  whateTff 
difficulty  the  Government  may  have  in  meeting 
the  distress  which  may  prevail  will  be  due  to 
the  House  having  refused  the  money  to  survey 
these  lines  is  treating  ns  like  children. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Before  the  Treasurer  ra- 
phes I  should  like  to  say  that  I  think  the 
Government  sometimes  do  things  rather  in  fc 
hurry,  and  especially  after  being  beaten  on  a 
little  thing  they  are  apt  to  get  into  a  "hufi,"i^ 
I  may  use  the  word.  It  has  been  said  that  ^ 
large  number  of  members  are  prepared  to  voU 
£175,000  on  Monday  next  if  the  GovemmeBfe 
will  only  bring  down  the  allocation  for  it ;  and, 
if  they  would  do  that,  they  will  find  a  lazg^ 
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majority  of  members  in  this  House  ^vho  will 
vote  for  them.  Therefore  for  the  Treasurer  to 
say  that  he  will  have  all  his  flniuices  disar- 
laiiged  because  he  cannot  get  this  £175,000  is 
a  misstatement  of  fact.  If  he  comes  down 
with  the  sum  properly  allocated  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  there  is  a  large  majority  of 
members  of  this  House  who  are  prepared  to 
support  him.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a 
nninber  of  members  supported  the  motion  of 
tho  honourable  member  for  ^lataura,  which 
proposed  to  knock  out  these  two  lines  and  re- 
allot  the  money  ;  and  the  £175,000  is  there  for 
the  Government  to  put  in  if  they  like.  For 
ihem  to  say,  therefore,  that  their  finances  will 
be  disarranged  because  the  House  has  knocked 
out  these  two  lines  is  a  gross  misstatement  of 
fact. 

ilr.  REID. — I  must  say  I  am  surprised  at 
tlic  action  the  Government  have  taken  to- 
night. I  do  not  agree  with  those  honourable 
members  who  say  tliat  the  Government  can- 
not carry  on  the  work  of  the  country  because 
ihey  have  not  been  voted  the  £175,000,  neither 
do  I  believe  that  the  Government  will  venture 
to  say  during  the  recess  that  the  want  of  this 
money  will  bo  the  means  of  hampering  expen- 
diture on  public  works.  Such  an  assertion 
'.voiild  be  too  ridiculous  and  its  object  too 
patont — decidedly  so ;  and,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  wish  to  put  it  on  record  that  I  pro- 
test against  any  such  statements  being  made. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  nmstknow  that,  if  they 
ha.i  wanted  this  £175,000,  they  could  have  got 
it  by  bringing  down  a  schedule  with  the  appro- 
priations specified.  That  is  quite  certain ;  we 
had  it  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
>evcral  members  of  the  Opposition,  and  also 
fr^m  the  supporters  of  the  Government.  I 
Jnve  consistently  supported  the  Government 
Jiitherto;  I  have  voted  for  all  their  policy 
Bills;  and  I  said,  before  this  Bill  went  through 
Committee,  that  if  they  would  bring  down  the 
allocations  I  would  assist  in  giving  effect  to 
ihem,  were  I  satisfied  that  the  works  proposed 
would  be  reproductive  ;  and  I  know  other 
members  who  would  have  done  the  same  thing. 
The  Government  cannot  possibly  consistently 
!>ay  that  the  action  of  the  House  has  cmbar- 
ra^jicd  them  at  all.  The  honourable  member 
who  made  the  suggestion  that  the  whole  object 
of  those  honourable  members  who  voted  on 
ilie  "  No  "  side  was  to  bring  humiliation  on 
the  Government — the  honourable  member  for 
Tunaru  —  spoke,  I  think,  without  due  con- 
Mderation.  If  there  is  any  humiliation  at 
all  in  the  situation,  the  Ministry  themselves 
svTc  responsible  for  it.  That  is  my  opinion. 
1  voted  as  I  did,  not  in  antagonism  to  the 
Government,  but  simply  because  I  object  to 
the  policy  of  allocatii:;^  and  ear-marking  cer- 
tain loans  being  frustrated  by  including  in  the 
Bill,  which  for  the  first  time  establishes  the 
principle,  a  sum  of  money  for  general  purposes. 
That  would  simply  stultify  a  practice  that  this 
House  and  the  country  are  desirous  of  esta- 
blishing. The  Bill  provides  that  all  money 
shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  mentioned 


therem,  and  to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever; 
and  yet  in  the  face  of  tliis  it  is  now  proposed 
to  taJce  a  slice  of  £175,000  out  of  the  amount 
and  devote  it  to  general  expenditure.  The  only 
conclusion  I  can  come  to  is  this :  that  the  West 
Coast  lines  were  never  intended  to  be  made  by 
the  present  ^Ministry.  We  gather  that  from  the 
statement  of  the  Treasurer  himself.  I  think  I 
might  say  that  the  Treasurer  knew  that  the 
House  would  not  pass  the  votes  for  the  West- 
port-Inangahua  and  Blenheim-Tophouse  lines. 
If  that  is  so,  why  did  they  put  them  on  the 
schedule?  If  the  money  was  there  honestly 
for  the  purpose  of  being  spent  on  these  two 
lines,  why  did  the  Government  refuse  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Opposition  members  to  bring  in 
a  new  allocation  for  the  £175,000  after  they 
were  struck  out  ?  The  fact  is,  they  hoped  to 
get  hold  of  this  money  as  so  much  unallocated 
loan.  Their  action  in  this  matter  is  totally 
inconsistent  with  their  professions. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  regret  that  the  debate 
should  have  been  kept  up  till  half -past  twelve, 
so  as  to  prevent  us  getting  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bepresentation  Bill  moved.  The  result 
will  be  that  either  the  session  will  have  to  be- 
prolonged  or  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  on  with 
that  Bill  this  session.  There  was  no  necessity 
at  all  to  have  the  debate  on  the  motion,  **  That 
the  report  be  agreed  to."  It  does  not  happen 
once  in  fifty  times  that,  when  there  is  a  motion 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  agreed 
to,  a  debate  like  this  should  take  place.  How- 
ever, as  there  has  been  a  debate  I  wish  to 
say  one  or  two  words.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Parnell  surprises  me.  He  got  up  to 
explain  his  vote.  I  did  not  think  that  was 
necessary.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  that  the 
Government  proposed  a  measuro,  to  merit  his 
opposition.  I  may  say  that  I  always  looked 
upon  him  as  one  of  the  most  consistent  oppo- 
nents that  the  Government  has  in  the  House. 
I  cannot  understand  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  I  understand  him  to 
say  that  the  reason  why  he  voted  against  the 
£175,000  was  that  it  was  not  allocated.  But 
the  true  position  was  this  :  Whether  it  was  to 
bo  allocated  this  year  or  the  next.  The  honour- 
able member  knew  that  the  money  had  to  ex- 
tend over  two  years.  The  allocation  has  to  be 
done  by  Act.  Therefore,  as  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, it  was  open  to  allocation  by  the  House ; 
and,  because  the  Government  would  not  pro- 
pose the  allocation  this  year,  therefore  the 
money  was  to  be  opposed,  and  thoy  would  not 
allow  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  next  year. 
Honourable  members  who  have  voted  in  the 
way  they  have  done  find  that,  to  use  an  ex- 
pressive phrase,  they  have  "  put  their  foot  in  it," 
and  now  they  wish  to  explain  their  conduct. 
If  this  money  was  proposed  to  be  so  voted  that 
the  Government  could  apply  it  to  any  line 
they  pleased,  the  honom-able  member's  argu- 
ment would  have  been  right;  but,  as  this 
simply  amounts  to  a  question  whether  it  should 
be  allocated  this  year  or  next  year,  what  harm 
was  there  in  that  ?  Why  should  not  the  allo- 
cation have  been  left  to  next  session  ?  There 
could  have  been  no  harm  or  wrong  in  that.    I 
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con  only  say  this:  This  is  the  first  Bill  that 
ever  proposed  specific  allocation,  and,  because 
vtQ  propose  the  first  Loon  Hill  providing  for 
specific  allocation,  thorcforo  honourable  mem- 
bers who,  year  after  year,  voted  for  Loan  Bills 
without  any  allocations  whatever  get  up  and 
Accuse  us  of  not  allocating  a  portion  of  it. 
The  thing  is  absurd ;  it  will  not  stand  argu- 
ment. The  fact  is  that  some  lijuourable 
members  voted  because  it  was  a^'ainst  the 
Government — like  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell,  to  whom  that  was  a  sufhrient  ex- 
cuse— while  otliers  voted  against  it,  i  believe, 
not  knowing  how  they  voted. 

Mr.  RKID.  —  May  I  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation ?  I  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man I  knew  how  I  voted  and  why  I  voted  as 
I  did.  lie  is  quite  mistaken  in  supposing  I 
have  "put  my  foot  in  it."  I  voted  after  due 
considoration,  and  am  quite  prepared  to  accept 
all  responsibility.  I  will  now  favour  iho  House 
with  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SPKAKKH. — The  honourable  member 
is  condned  to  making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  UK  11). — That  is  a  pity.  However,  I 
wish  him  to  undiThtand  that  I  did  not  rise  to 
explain  my  vote,  but  to  express  my  surprise  at 
the  action  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  KI^HU.— I  believe  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  has  put  his  foot  in  it  in  this 
way :  He  said  just  now  that  if  the  Government 
had  allocated  tiio  money  he  would  have  voted 
for  it ;  but  he  wanted  that  money  allocated  in 
%  particular  nuvnnor,  and  for  the  Otago  Central 
to  get  the  bi^m'st  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Ki:i  I).-  -  1  ilul  not  say  so. 

Mr.  KKKli.  -You  did  not  say  so?  I  heard 
you  say  m^  \nuoh  for  the  Ola:;o  C'ontral,  and  so 
much  (i>r  tbi>,  and  so  much  for  that. 

Mr.  HI' in      U  is  a  HUM. ike. 

Mr.  Kl'.Kl\.  .Vt  all  evonts,  I  believe  the 
whole  t^ppoMUon  have  put  their  foot  in  it.  Tlie 
honouraulo  nionibor  for  Ki^mout  said  if  the 
striking  out  of  the  unallocated  amount  would 
embarrass  the  Govornnunt,  and  thoy  could 
show  hun  how  it  would  do  so,  ho  would  plodge 
not  only  huuM'lf,  but  the  whole  of  the  Opj>o- 
HiHou  uirnduMS.  not  to  enibarnw;s  the  Govern- 
mont  t  bat  he  would  not  emUvrniss  any  Govom- 
nionl  if  Ibev  wanted  the  money.  But  lunv  has 
he  put  his  fiMt  in  it  ?  He  thou>:ht  he  would 
gt  I  tins  money  for  buying  up  this  land.  It  \\;\ii 
made  up»  aji  I  saiil  tlie  ether  exeniuii.  in  a  cer- 
Uv\\\  place  m  this  House,  aiui  the  <.H>podition 
maxie  suiv  they  wore  jiomg  to  carry  it ;  and, 
U^nuiNO  the  GvAornnient  come  down  here  and 
Htiek  to  their  (iionvis.  a,<  they  always  do,  liie 
Opposition  tind  ibey  cannot  seeurt*  what  tb.oy 
weiv  hlu\in»;  toi,  I  t\vl  >uiv  tiiat  at  tins 
tuuo  Iwolw  mont  lis,  when  we  meet  here  again, 
the  i^pjvvsuiou  wiil  :i:^y  tl\at  I  hey  h.\\\>  now 
iua\le  tiie  ijieatesi  \nwMke  they  ever  maUe  in 
the  House,  U  has  been  N;a:t\l  b\  x>.e  lioiiv^ur- 
able  u\oinlvr  fv^'  \\  aikalo  that  :i\e  vievouiuit  nt 
Vh>ul  ixnind  the  i\nuury  and  stattvi  ij\ai  iluy 
oould  not  \*«o  this  And  \\niUi  not  do  trai  bivaiise 
a;vXMXH>  had  Kvn  taken  ott  last  yoAr.  \\\:;. 
was  e.ot  that  tiue  *  \\  hen  i.VWAV \\:V5  taken  o:?. 
they  vVuKl  not  do  ail  iJlvey  had  s^ud  l..cy  wvuUl 


do,  for  the  House  would  not  let  them  do  iL  | 
conceive  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  that,  life 
year  they  need  not  say  it ;  but  they  can 
truthfully  next  year  that  they  have  not  gi 
the  money,  and  cannot  do  the  work  that ' 
wanted.  This  does  not  make  the  slightiA 
difference  to  me  in  the  world.  As  I  told  dit 
House  tlic  other  night,  I  have  a  clean  shee^— 
there  was  not  a  penny  to  my  province ;  but  I  IDs 
to  see  fair- play.  Though  I  have  not  bi^n  long  it 
the  House  as  a  member,  I  have  read  HoMsisi^ 
and  have  watched  how  former  GovemmeBii 
have  treated  different  parts  of  the  colony ;  aal^ 
after  I  came  into  the  House  I  went  round  tte 
whole  country  to  see  for  myself,  from  oneenl 
of  the  Middle  Island  to  the  other,  and  from  tbii 
end  of  this  liiland  to  the  other;  and  I  went 
through  Taranaki — the  *' Garden  of  £den,'*M 
they  call  it.  I  know  for  a  fact  that  people  but 
gone  there  from  Nelson  and  ChriEtchorch  nl 
Dunedin;  knowing  they  would  get  good  iaal 
they  sold  good  farms  and  went  there.  Eto]^: 
body  said  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kgmont,  when  in  office,  took  jolly  fool 
care  that  they  had  roads  all  through  tbar; 
country,  and  railroads  as  well ;  and  there  is Bi 
doubt  ho  has  done  that  for  the  country,  li'n 
notonous  that  during  the  time  the  Boads  ssi 
Bridges  Construction  Act  was  in  opeiatio&tk 
Districts  of  Wanganui,  Wairarapa,  and  Taa- 
naki  secured  quite  two- thirds  of  the  mc^ 
allocated  under  that  Act.  They  got  two-thirfs 
of  the  money  for  their  roads  and  bridges,  snd 
railroads  wherever  they  wanted  them;  batth€T 
have  run  the  country  at  such  a  rate  that  miaj 
of  the  best  settlers  from  the  other  IsUsd,  at 
good  men  as  any  of  the  Taranaki  men,  caimcc 
live  there.  The  honourable  gentleman  ha&na 
them  into  such  taxation  with  this  HarboorBiD 
and  one  thing  and  another  that  they  will  bresk 
down  altogether,  or  have  to  leave  the  pro- 
vince. I  say,  again,  I  am  not  interested  in  ^ 
railways  at  all — my  province  is  not  interested: 
but  I  do  say  that  these  railways  struck  out  A 
the  schedule,  one  of  them  in  particular,  hd. 
more  right  to  be  made,  and  would  havepai^ 
more  money  to  the  country,  than  the  whole  rf 
the  lines  of  the  Middle  Island.  Itgoestfaioogli 
one  of  the  best  coal  districts  in  the  wlK^t 
countri-,  and  the  coal  is  wanted,  and  is  the  besi 
in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  Now,  I  want  to 
know  this:  Honourable  gentlemen  struck  tbit 
line  out  of  the  schedule  and  said  it  would  not 
be  rt  rrvMuctive  :  1  want  to  know  if  any  onerf 
them  has  seen  that  country  or  knows  anythii^ 
alv^ut  it.  If  they  know  anything  about  it 
they  must  know  that  the  whole  of  it  is  eial 
co:in:rv.  They  come  here  howling  into  tbi* 
House  and  knock  those  lines  off  the  schcdub 
iKvaiise,  they  say,  they  will  not  be  reprodoctite; 
I  bat  the  true  cause  was  that  they  did  not  kno* 
anything  about  it.  I  venture  to  say  there  «• 
not  one  who  voted  against  those  railroads  that 
know  anything  about  what  he  was  voting  fc* 
I  am  not  pleading  for  myself,  but  for  n7 
ne:chbours,  men  that  I  know  well,  and  for  tli« 
who^e  colony — the  whole  colony  would  be  beiw- 
ntoii  if  thai  line  were  made;  and  there  ^ 
not  much  of  it.  It  would  have  benefited  OtagOi 
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!  for  it  would  have  given  them  cheaper  coal,  and 
they  are  begging  for  it  at  the  present  day.  I 
i&T  that  it  is  perfect  nonsense  to  say  that  if  tho 
money  were  allocated  for  that  district  honour- 
able members  who  have  voted  against  it  would 

[  have  voted  for  it.  They  would  have  voted  for 
it  if  it  had  been  allocated  to  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line  or  to  the Otago  Central— they  would 
have  voted  for  it  then  without  a  murmur. 

I  Mr.  LAKE.— The  Premier  has  told  us  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  has  put  his 
foot  in  it;  and  another  honourable  member  has 
told  us  that  not  only  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce,  but  the  Opposition  has  put  its  foot 

I      into  it  as  well.    All  I  can  say  is  tliis :  If  wo 

I  have  put  our  foot  in  it  in  exposing  the  utter 
tottenness  of  this  schedule, — if  wo  liave  put  our 
foot  in  it  by  making  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
^ow  that  the  Inangahua-Becfton  and  Blen- 
heim-Tophouse  lines  were  mere  shams,  put 
there  to  lead  two  or  three  of  the  Government 
supporters  to  think  that  they  would  get  this 
expenditure,  while  he  desired  to  have  it  to 
meet  expected  liabilities  and  to  provide  a  work- 
ing-balance,— if  that  is  putting  our  foot  in  it, 
then  we  have  put  our  feet  in  a  position  in 
which  we  need  not  be  ashamed  to  stand  before 
this  House  or  the  countrv. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  Premier  asks  why 
this  debate  should  be  got  up  on  the  motion  to 
agree  with  the  amendments  made  in  Commit- 
tee. I  wish  to  put  on  record  why  the  debate 
has  proceeded  upon  this  subject  instead  of  on 
the  Bill  that  the  Premier  intended  to  read  a 
second  time  to-night.  As  soon  as  we  entered 
into  Committee  it  was  found  that,  although  the 
subject-matter  of  the  debate  was  entirely  new, 
the  debate  would  not  be  reported.  We  moved 
that  progress  be  reported,  in  order  to  ask  you. 
Sir,  to  put  it  to  the  House  that  the  debate  on 
this  matter  in  Committee  should  be  reported  ; 
but  we  were  defeated :  hence  it  is  that  that 
which  ought  to  have  been  put  in  Hansard 
while  the  Bill  was  passing  through  Committee, 
has  now  to  go  into  Hansard  after  the  Committee 
has  reported.  It  was  the  Premier  himself  who 
was  the  cause  of  that,  so  that  he,  of  all  men, 
certainly  did  not  require  to  ask  why  this  debate 
was  got  up.  Then,  he  says  we  opposed  the 
allocation  of  loans  this  year.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Premier,  if  he  were  present,  whether 
this  was  not  a  fundamental  part  of  the  policy 
as  professed  by  the  Government — whether  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  as  professed,  was 
not  this :  that  lines  which  we  had  been  spend- 
ing money  upon  should,  in  the  first  place,  be 
finished,  and  that  new  works  should  not  bo 
proceeded  with  until  these  lines  had  reached 
profitable  points,  or  their  terminations.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  carrying-out  of  that 
principle  we  find  that  the  Government  have 
run  away  from  that  principle — that  the  Pre- 
mier denied  it,  and  did  everything  he  could  to 
strangle  it.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  believe  in 
the  principle,  and  we  tried,  first  of  all,  to  put 
out  the  new  lines ;  and,  succeeding  in  that, 
begged  the  Grovemment  to  allocate  the  spare 
funds  to  those  lines  which  would  be  most  profit- 
able to  the  oountry,  and  we  offered — not  an 


unconditional  oiler,  as  some  honourable  mem- 
bers seem  to  have  thought— that,  if  the  alloca- 
tion were  made  to  lines  that  the  House  would 
approve  of,  the  whole  of  that  £175,000  should 
go  to  those  lines.  Of  course,  there  would  hav« 
been  a  debate,  necessarily,  upon  those  lines, 
but  that  debate  could  have  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum  and  the  opposition  reduced  almost 
to  nil  by  the  Government  looking  to  those  lines 
that  had  been  indicated  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  by  members  of  the  Committee.  There 
would  have  been  no  difliculty  in  that.  Now 
one  word  in  regard  to  some  of  the  phrases 
made  use  of  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua.  Sir,  I  heard  with  very  great  pain 
the  speech  of  that  honourable  member.  He 
reduced  politics  to  high-sounding  phrases ;  but 
mere  high-sounding  phrases  will  be  treated 
with  the  contempt  that  high-sounding  phrases, 
meaning  nothing,  deserve.  I  venture  to  say 
tliat,  if  the  young  men  of  the  colony  come 
for^vard  in  politics  with  tho  idea  that  their 
business  is  to  frame  high-sounding  phrases 
and  not  to  follow  great  principles,  they  will 
never  make  their  mark  in  the  colony  or  in  the 
world.  I  say  the  colony  will  not  progress  if 
those  who  are  the  hope  of  the  future  take 
such  a  low  view  of  politics  as  that,  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  reconsider  his 
course.  A  great  many  of  us  did  hope,  and 
still  hope,  that  he  will  be  a  leading  man  in  the 
colony.  Ho  has  great  talents  ;  but  I  say  that, 
if  he  goes  to  work  under  the  idea  that  politics 
are  simply  high-sounding  phrases,  ho  will  mar 
his  future,  and  that  grand  career  which  may 
be  open  to  him  will  be  closed  for  ever. 

Mr.  BEET  HAM. — I  am  induced  to  rise  by 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua.  He  •*  let  the  cat  out 
of  the  bag."  It  was  not  the  want  of  money 
that  the  Treasurer  was  suffering  from — it  was 
the  want  of  support  from  the  West  Coast 
members.  That  was  the  whole  secret  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  Government  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  want 
of  support  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairau  or  the  honourable  member  for  Picton, 
for  I  understand  that  they  voted  for  the  ex- 
cision of  the  vote.  The  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  stated  distinctly  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not,  after  the  striking-out  of  that 
railway,  reallocate  that  money  in  any  way 
without  insulting  those  members.  If  that 
position  was  put  before  the  Government,  if 
they  listened  to  it  and  acted  upon  it,  it  was 
degrading  to  tho  Government  and  to  those 
members  as  well.  The  responsibility  docs  not 
rest  with  the  Opposition  for  the  reduction  of 
the  loan  schedule  by  the  £175,000.  It  rests 
upon  the  Government  themselves  primarily, 
and  upon  those  honourable  members  in  a 
secondary  degree.  I  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  any  fair  allocation  of  that  money  in 
the  South  Island.  I  did  not  want  it  for  the 
North  Island.  We  had  a  fair  share.  The 
Government  had  plenty  of  time  to  allocate  it ; 
and  if  any  fair  allocation  had  been  brought 
down  I  should  have  been  glad  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  recognize  that  it 
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is  necessary,  in  the  raising  of  loans  and  the 
distribution  of  tho  money,  that  there  should 
bo  no  question  of  parties,  but  all  should  unite 
in  the  iniorests  of  the  St.vte.  I  regret  that  this 
Bchedule  has  not  been  further  reduced,  because 
1  am  deeply  sensible  of  this:  that  our  public 
works  have  already  outrun  our  population  to  a 
very  grrat  extent,  and  that  this  colony  is  bur- 
dened with  a  largo  number  of  unproductive 
works,  Nvliich  might  be  very  proper  in  course  of 
time,  but  which  are  far  ahead  of  the  population 
we  now  have.  I  cannot  litlp  deeply  regretting 
that  tlio  whole  of  tiiis  evening  should  have  been 
wasted  on  a  matter  wliirh  I  think  mi^^ht  well 
have  bc<^n  averted,  and  which  I  think  is  ])ro- 
bably  not  altogether  creditable  to  this  House. 
I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  saying  that 
the  two  reasons  which  inlluenced  nio  in  voting 
were,  first,  that  I  recunnizcd  the  other  even- 
ing tlicrc  was  a  distinct  and  t^ninhatic  umlcr- 
Ktandiug  come  to  that  this  schedule  slioulJ  be 
taken  as  the  basiu  of  our  operational,  and  that 
whati  ver  was  struck  out  of  the  schedule  should 
go  in  reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  loan.  I, 
at  all  events,  had  nodoubt  whatever  about  that. 
This  is  a  matter  on  which  dilTorences  of  opinion 
may  arise  through  infirmity  of  memorv  ;  but, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  was  the  distinct 
understanding  I  had  before  I  withdrew  my 
amenilnient  the  other  evening.  The  other  rea- 
son which  influenced  me  in  voting?  was  ti'at  I 
thourlit,  looking  at  tlie  principle  underlying 
this  liill,  and  the  new  departure  whieh  this 
Hoti^;-  is  apparently  desirous  of  entering  upon, 
that  we  ought  to  provide  that  any  money 
borrowed  should  be  strictly  allocated ;  and, 
that  not  having  been  done,  I  could  very  easily 
see  tho  misciiief  that  would  arise  tlirouuh 
allowing  money  to  bo  raised  in  a  general 
8cheil:;le  of  this  sort,  without  any  allocation 
wliat.'vtT.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  will 
be  anv  real  dilliculty  in  consequeneo  of  what 
has  been  done,  and  I  sliould  have  liked  to  see 
one  ov  two  more  of  those  lines  struck  out,  and 
1  should  be  prepared  to  tako  the  whole  respon- 
sibility of  doing  any  such  thing.  I  have  a  very 
strong  conviction  that  we  have  readied  a  limit 
when  we  require  to  consider  our  position  most 
carefully,  not  only  in  the  interest  of  present 
colonists,  but  having  regard  to  the  future  pro- 
sperity and  condition  of  this  colony.  I  think  we 
are  only  getting  alive  to  the  critical  condition 
in  which  this  colony  is  placed,  and  it  will  re- 
cjuire  very  careful  engineering  to  steer  clear 
of  a  catastrophe,  which  may  be  approaching 
more  rapidly  than  we  suppose.  We  are  dis- 
counting the  resources  of  this  colony  too 
rapidly.  I  recognize  that  the  resources  of 
this  colony  are  great,  that  its  people  are  ener- 
gitic,  industrious,  and  brave ;  but,  if  we  go 
on  discoimting,  year  by  year,  tho  resources 
of  this  colony  at  the  rate  we  have  been  doing, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  future  of  the 
colony  will  not  be  a  happy  one.  I  feel  that 
the  attractions  which  this  colony  would  have 
liad  under  other  circumstances  do  not  exist 
now.  Any  person  who  has  travelled  over  part 
of  the  world  will  see  the  many  disadvantages 
which  our  position  places  us  in.  If  this  colony 
Mr.  W.  D,  SUwart 


would  avoid  excessive  taxation  a  very  de 
class  of  people  would  come  out  and  settle  1 
with  the  greatest  readiness.  I  know  that 
position  of  this  eolony  is  not  only  talked 
at  Home,  but  amongst  a  class  of  people  i 
can  influence  the  welfare  of  the  colcuiy 
materially.  Those  people  are  getting  shy  c 
having  much  to  do  with  the  colony.  In  facV-i 
I  know,  for  various  reasons,  that  the  ooknyi 
is  not  inspiring  confidence  amongst  a  l^^L 
number  of  people  who  would  be  most  dft^^l 
hirable  colonists.  We  must  bear  in  mind  tbafel 
this  is  not  the  only  colony  in  the  world:  xhsm\ 
are  other  parts  of  the  world  holding  oat  ia^^ 
ducements  to  persons  quite  as  satisf actcBT  is.j 
many  respects  as  and  more  satisfactory  iol 
other  respects  than  this  colony ;  and  the  an»1 
great  rock  we  should  try  to  avoid  is  the  ot»-.. 
burdening  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ctd<aiys 
with  excessive  taxation.  We  are  a  very  smaJl^ 
people.  We  have  not  the  population  of  tie  Ci^-j 
of  Chicago.  We  have  not  the  population  cil 
Brooklyn ;  and,  although  we  may  be  stronger—  i 
that  is,  each  man  here  counts,  probably,  fat' 
more  than  one  man  does  in  those  cities— ^ill» 
when  you  compare  the  heavy  debt  which  to 
colony  is  under,  and  tho  disadvantages  i*  if 
under  in  many  ways,  we  ought  to  exercise  liif 
utmost  caution  and  judgment  in  every  mo?^ 
ment  we  make  in  this  Legislature,  and  we 
ougiit  not  only  to  look  to  the  present,  but  t& . 
the  future  ;  otherwise  that  future  will  not  be  %■ 
very  happy  one. 

Mr.  LbiVESTAM.— In  listening  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  various  speakers  I  was  raUMt 
struck  with  tho  manner  in  which  they  exposed 
thoinselves  to  answers  which  maybe  given tJ> 
them.  The  honourable  member  for  EgrafloJ 
com  in  diced  by  saying  that  no  reasonable  mia 
would  place  reliance  upon  the  finance  of  tia 
present  Government.  Now,  if  no  reasonaM* 
man  would  place  reliance  on  the  financed ti» 
present  Government,  I  would  ask,  what  reason- 
able man  would  place  any  reliance  upon  th» 
finance  of  that  honourable  gentleman  ?  Is  ii 
not  a  fact  that  he  from  year  to  year  placed 
money  on  the  estimates,  pledged  and  promised 
most  faithfully  to  spend  it  in  certain  locahtics, 
and  never  did  so  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  hfi 
made  those  promi.ses  in  writing?  I  refer  back 
to  the  year  1870,  when  he,  and  the  Premier  d 
this  colony,  gave  an  undertaking  that  a  certaia 
railwav  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson— 
the  only  one  there — should  bo  carried  on  at  ^ 
rate  of  ten  miles  per  annum;  and  I  askhiiB, 
did  ho  ever  carry  out  that  pledge?  No;  hf 
never  did.  When  the  honourable  member  fcff 
Inangahua  spoke  just  now  he  pointed  oat 
that  if  the  Government  had  done  anything  ^^ 
fercnt  from  what  they  have  done  they  wouW 
have  alienated  a  number  of  their  supporteis 
in  the  House ;  and  this  expression  was  received 
with  a  derisive  laugh  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont.  Now,  I  would  just  call  » 
the  recollection  of  honourable  members  viha» 
took  place  in  1883,  and  in  the  preceding  ^ 
sion.  A  three-million  loan  had  been  granted, 
and  there  was  a  schedule  attached  to  the  'BiSi 
showing  how  tho  various  sums  should  be  f^ 
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eated.  At  that  time  there  was  a  motion  brought 
forward  by  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
against  centralization.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  spoke  very  strongly  on  that 
subject,  and  he  said,  among  other  things,  that 
his  Government  were  strong  enough,  and  need 
noc  wish  for  any  further  support.  But  a  few 
hours  previous  to  saying  that,  he  had  tried 
his  very  utmost  to  get  that  support  which  lie 
said  he  did  not  require,  and  he  did  a  thing 
which,  I  am  sure,  this  Government  would  not 
be  guilty  of  doing.  In  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment which  was  brought  forward  that  session 
these  lines  occur :  "  and  a  colonizing  scheme, 
to  aid  which  the  credit  of  the  colony  was 
pledged,  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  gross 
injustice  if  it  did  not  provide  for  due  con- 
sideration of  every  province."  The  members 
from  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury 
brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  They  interviewed  him  and 
asked  him  to  allocate  certain  money  out  of 
the  loan.  They  said,  "We  cannot  trust  your 
word:  wo  must  have  it  in  writing."  This  is 
what  he  told  them  then :  "  Out  of  the  £180,000 
scheduled  for  the  continuation  of  the  main 
trunk  line  as  far  as  the  East  Coast,  only  a 
aonall  portion  will  be  required  in  the  meantime" 
—that  was,  to  carry  it  as  far  as  Red-post. 
And  then  he  went  on  to  say,  *'  So  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  £180,000  will  be  intact 
until  dealt  with  by  a  future  Parliament."  The 
honourable  member  now  says  it  is  an  enormous 
offence  to  tamper  with  a  loan  schedule ;  but  I 
will  read  some  words  he  uttered  in  1883:  "I 
have  stated  once  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  meaning  of  that  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  consent  to  an  alteration  of  the 
schedule  at  all.  I  have  stated  that  pub- 
licly: and  I  now  state  it  again."  That  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  during  a  speech 
delivered  by  myself.  But,  though  he  had 
said  that,  the  moment  pressure  was  put  on 
the  honourable  gentleman  by  the  Canterbury 
members,  v.'hose  votes  he  valued  as  highly  as 
his  seat  on  the  Treasury  benches,  he  was  will- 
ing to  break  the  pledge  he  had  given  both 
in  the  House  and  publicly  outside.  He  at 
once  said,  *'  Oh,  gentlemen,  do  not  bo  uneasy; 
because,  although  £180,000  is  scheduled  for  the 
mam  trunk  line  northward,  it  will  not  be  spent 
this  year,  and  we  are  quite  ready  to  allocate  it 
elsewhere  if  Parliament  wishes."  Now,  in  the 
Pubhc  Works  Statement  of  that  year  it  was 
distinctly  stated  that  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  was  not  required,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  to  borrow  any  money  for  it ;  but  the 
moment  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him 
the  honourable  gentleman  put  down  votes  to 
get  the  line  surveyed.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber should  have  recalled  this  before  he  laughed 
80  derisively  at  what  was  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua.  Now,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill  made  a  statement 
which,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
D^a  North  has  put  it,  "  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag."  The  honourable  member  for  Invercargill 
said  the  Auckland  and  Otago  members  com- 
bined could  have  compelled  the  spending  of  the 


£175,000  on  the  Otago  Cent'-al  and  other  wonks 
had  Government  proposed  it.  That  was  '*  let- 
ting the  cat  out  of  the  bag"  with  a  vengeance. 
Because  certain  districts  have  not  suihcient 
voting- power,  justice  is  to  bo  denied  to  them, 
and  money  justly  due  to  those  districts  is  to  be 
spent  elsewhere — by  the  mere  force  of  numbers. 
Of  course  the  North  Island  members  would 
have  kept  to  a  compact  to  give  money  to  the 
Otago  Central,  having  got  what  they  wanted 
for  the  main  trunk  and  other  northern  lines. 
But  that  shows  clearly  the  value  of  the  provi- 
sion that  votes  for  works  can  only  be  proposed 
by  the  Government ;  and  I  never  saw  the  value- 
of  that  so  fully  before  that  cat  v/as  lot  out  of 
the  bag.  That  provision  is  the  only  thing 
that  saved  us  from  having  the  extra  amount 
put  on  the  Otago  Central.  It  is  always  being 
dinned  in  our  cars  what  a  wonderfully-great 
work  the  Otago  Central  is ;  but  the  Commis- 
sions have  invariably  reported  against  it,  and 
the  maps  issued  by  tlio  Kabbit  Nuisance  Com- 
mittee show  the  country  to  be  so  infested  with 
rabbits  that  sheep  cannot  live  there  for  want 
of  feed.  The  honourablo  member  for  Egmont» 
twitting  the  Government  the  other  day,  said 
they  must  feel  very  small  indeed  because  they 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  measures 
announced  in  the  Governor's  Speech.  Did  it 
not  strike  the  honourable  gentleman  that  He- 
was  in  office  longer  than  the  present  Ministers 
have  been,  and  that  his  record  is  longer  than 
theirs  in  that  respect  ?  Why,  in  1881  his  Go- 
vernment brougiit  forward  measures  which  they 
never  could  carry.  Finding  they  could  not 
carry  them,  they  went  round  to  members  and 
pledged  themselves  that,  if  they  would  vote  for 
the  second  readuig,  the  Bills  should  then  be 
dropped. 

iMr.  TURNBULL.— They  all  do  that. 

Mr.  LEVESTAI\I.— If  it  was  fair  for  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  do,  surely  there  can 
be  nothing  wrong  in  it.  What  became  of  the 
Charitable  Aid  Bill  the  late  Ministry  brought, 
forward  ?  We  have  been  told  by  honourable 
members,  one  after  the  other,  that  they  would 
be  quite  willing  to  throw  out  more  items  of  the- 
schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill ;  and  if  I  were  in 
the  place  of  the  Government  I  would  invite 
them  to  do  so.  I  would  say,  *'  Let  us  throw 
out  the  whole  of  the  loan;"  and  if  any  other 
honourable  members  will  ^o  with  me  I  will 
lead  them  to  vote  aj?ainst  the  whole  Bill,  even 
yet.  Let  us  test  their  sincerity.  They  say, 
*'  We  cannot  afford  to  borrow  money."  Well, 
let  them  vote  against  the  Bill,  and  let  us  see 
what  their  constituents  will  say  to  them.  I 
can  vote  against  the  Bill  with  a  clear  con- 
science, because  there  is  not  a  single  shilling  in 
it  for  my  district ;  and  my  constituents  would 
say  I  had  done  perfectly  right,  because  it  is  a 
Bill  under  which  they  are  asked  to  pay  interest 
on  money  all  of  which  is  to  be  spent  elsewhere. 
That  has  been  the  way  with  Nelson  ever  since 
the  public  works  policy  was  initiated;  and 
therefore  I,  for  one,  can  go  with  a  clear  con- 
science against  the  whole  Loan  Bill,  and  when: 
the  time  comes  I  will  call  for  a  division  against 
the  Bill,  and  see  how  many  have  been  honesc 
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in  what  they  have  said.  Now,  the  honourable 
member  for  Invercargill  found  great  fault  with 
the  Registrar-General  because  the  expense  of 
taking  the  last  census  was  greater  than  that  of 
the  previous  one,  and  the  honourable  member 
told  us  that  labour  was  cheaper  now  than  it 
was  five  years  ago.  But,  even  admitting  that 
-clerical  labour  may  be  cheaper,  the  population 
being  larger  and  wider-spread  the  amount  of 
work  to  be  done  is  considerably  larger.  Tho 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki  told  us  this 
debate  had  been  got  up  because  tho  subject 
was  new,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  great  hard- 
ship that  tho  speeches  delivered  in  Gommittoe 
were  not  reported  in  Ilanmird.  But  there  is 
nothing  new  in  the  matter  ;  the  whole  Bill  v.as 
fully  diijcxissed  and  reported  in  the  House,  and 
the  only  thing  done  in  Committee  was  the  strik- 
ing-out of  some  items,  and  the  discussion  on 
tliiit  was  not  reported.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber said  a  fundamental  part  of  tho  policy  of  the 
Government  was  that  every  part  of  the  loan 
should  be  allocated  so  as  to  leave  none  of  it 
unappropriated.  Well,  was  not  the  proposal  of 
tho  Government  as  to  tho  £175,000  in  accord- 
ance with  that?  The  £17r),000  was  specially 
allocated  to  railways  in  the  South  ishuul.  It 
was  not  an  allocation  by  which  the  money 
could  he  spent  on  roads,  nor  could  the  money 
be  spent  during  the  next  recess  ;  but  the  money 
was  allocated  to  railways  in  the  South  Island, 
and  it  could  only  bo  spent  on  votes  of  this 
House  in  a  future  session.  Tho  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki  said  he  heard  with  pain 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  use  a 
high-sounding  phrase  about  adhering  to  high 
principles  while  yet  the  honourable  meinbcr 
supported  the  policy  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  Treasury  benches.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki  says  he  had  had 
great  hopes  of  tho  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  but  that  those  hopes  had  gone ; 
but,  still,  he  has  always  expected  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  would  be 
ono  of  the  shining  lights  of  the  colony  because 
he  is  a  man  of  great  ability.  The  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki  prides  himself  on  having 
adhered  to  principles  instead  of  coining  high- 
sounding  phrases  ;  but  that  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  one  of  our  shining  lights,  and  I 
•question  very  much  whether  he  ever  will 
be.  The  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
North  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  tho  Govern- 
ment hod  made  the  proposal  which  has  been 
negatived  simply  to  slight  tho  West  Coast 
members,  and  because  he  said  tho  ^Marlborough 
members  did  not  care  for  this  expenditure.  But 
it  was  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau 
liimself  who  called  for  a  division  on  this  vei-y 
question. 

Mr.  DODSON.— No. 

Mr.  liEVlCSTAM.— Atall  events,  tho  honour- 
able gentleman  voted  against  everything  in  the 
schedule  except  the  Blenheim-Tophouse  line. 
If  he  did  not  call  for  a  division,  he 

Mr.  DODSON. — I  voted  against  nothing  in 
the  schedule.  I  voted  with  the  Government 
«ill  through  the  schedule. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  gentle- 
Mr.  Lcvcstam 


man  voted  for  every  item  on  purpose  to  gtit 
own  carried,  no  doubt.  Then,  Uie  bono 
member  for  Wairarapa  North  turns  round 
says  that  he  would  have  voted  for  the  rsG 
if  it  had  been  allocated  in  a  just  cause.  I  a^ 
tho  money  could  not  have  been  allocated  fori 
justcr  purpose  than  continuing  the  main  tniiE 
line.  That  line  would  have  run  through  i^ 
district  for  which  money  has  been  voted  by  tlK 
House  time  after  time ;  but  none  has  bad 
spent  in  it,  and  therefore  there  is  no  distncE 
in  the  whole  colony  which  has  a  more  jiH^ 
claim  for  expenditure  than  this  one.  J 

^Ir.  HATCH. — I  wish  to  correct  the  hozKaavl 
able  gentleman  in  two  particulars.  I  sii|^ 
distinctly  say  that  under  no  circmnstaneei^ 
had  there  been  any  idea  amongst  hoiKiimbki^ 
members  of  making  a  compact  with  regaid  toj 
the  allocation  of  the  remainder  of  the  loi 
And,  again,  a  large  number  of  southern  \ 
hers  assisted  those  gentlemen  in  getting  I 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway  Bill 
therefore  they  should  not  have  objected 
having  the  remaining  portion  of  the  ioansU»f 
cated.  j 

Mr.  DODSON.— I  wish  merely  to  say  that,*^ 
far  as  I  understand  the  proceedings  to-nigii^^ 
they  are  only  the  logical  sequence  of  wialj 
took  place  in  Committee  last  mght.  Ifcr^ 
House,  in  refusing  to  allow  the  Goveniina^ 
to  borrow  this  £175,000,  is  merely  followii^ 
tho  lines  of  last  night  when  it  struck  ont  tfcij 
Inangahua -Westport  and  Blenheim  -  To^^ 
house  lines,  not  for  the  reason  that  we  mJ 
not  deem  that  those  districts  required  ni^ 
ways,  but  that  we  thought  that  the  time  la^ 
not  yet  arrived  when  these  railways  should  fcii 
commenced,  in  consequence  of  the  rmcertaiiHf| 
that  overlay  the  Midland  Railway-line.  WlA^ 
saying  that  the  time  had  not  come  for  these  t^ 
lines  to  be  made,  the  House,  this  evening,  in  t^A 
fusing  to  vote  this  money  is  only  f oUoiriiig  ^] 
what  it  has  already  done.  I  take  it,  ther^ctt^j 
for  granted  that  the  House,  by  the  course  fc 
has  taken,  has  shown  that  at  some  future  taai- 
it  will  recognize  the  rights  of  the  West  Cot*: 
district  and  of  my  own  district  to  lines  which  i 
would  certainly  have  voted  last  night  hid  it 
thought  the  time  hod  arrived  for  beginnisS 
them.  As  to  the  Treasurer  saying  that  tht, 
refusal  to  add  the  £175,000  will  Wbarrass  tbi 
fmances,  I  do  not  think  that  needs  an  aasw. 
Indeed,  they  are  words  which  he  should  aal 
have  spoken,  for  no  person  can  think  thati: 
would  be  an  embarrassment,  or  that  snj  co^  '■■ 
barrassment  was  intended  by  those  who  votoi 
against  the  amendment.  The  honoiniHi 
member  for  Nelson  says  that  I  voted  with  4* 
Government  in  the  hope  of  getting  sometiuil 
for  my  own  district.  Of  course  it  is  open  it. 
him  to  impute  motives  like  that  if  he  choosei;j 
but  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  supported  thij 
Government  because  I  thought  the  hnes  «' 
railway  proposed  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— I  believe  the  quefitiflil 
is,  **  That  the  amendments  made  in  Gommittit' 
be  agreed  to ; "  and  I  wish  to  offer  a  fewrenidi] 
on  the  Bill.  I  believe  the  real  reason  ^  j 
the  amendment  should  be  necessary  is,  tiii^ : 
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some  honourable  members  who  have  pretended 
jexj  strongly  to  their  constituents  that  cer- 
tain railways  should  be  gone  on  with  are  not 
▼eiy  desirous  of  having  them  made.  It  is  well 
known  that  certain  Otago  members  have  been 
declaring,  both  before  their  constituents  and  in 
this  House,  that  they  are  very  anxious  that  the 
Otago  Central  Railway  should  be  made.  I  am 
not  the  least  interested  in  that  line,  and  my 
constituents  have  no  interest  in  it ;  but  I  know 
the  country  well,  and  I  have  not  the  least  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  there  is  no  railway  in  the 
eoontiy  that  will  pay  better  than  this  one 
when  it  is  finished  to  a  certain  point.  When  it 
is  finished  to  that  point  it  will  land  on  the  run 
of  an  honourable  member  of  this  House,  and 
it  will  have  gone  through  two  runs  belonging 
to  another  honourable  member,  and  when  it 
reaches  that  point  the  country  there  will  no 
longer  be  occupied  by  sheep,  but  by  population. 
I  know,  as  a  fact,  that  two  years  back  a  man  in 
that  district  ploughed  his  land  with  a  single 
furrow,  and  raised  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  to 
the  acre  ofi  it ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  the 
people  there  to  get  their  produce  to  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  unless  they  have  railways. 
It  is  well  kno^-n  throughout  the  district  that 
when  the  railway  is  completed  it  will  open  up 
two  million  acres  of  the  best  land  now  left 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  I  am  only 
sorry  that  some  of  those  who  have  made  such 
pretences  of  being  anxious  to  have  the  railway 
constructed  are  not  more  earnest  in  the  matter. 
As  I  have  said,  the  railway  will  go  through  two 
laige  runs  held  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waokouaiti,  and  will  land  on  a  run  held  by  the 
bonoarable  member  for  Mount  Ida;  and  of 
coarse,  when  the  line  is  completed,  these  runs 
will  be  occupied  by  people  and  not  sheep,  and  I 
camiot  understand  how  those  honourable  mem- 
bers should  pretend  to  their  constituents  and  to 
this  House  that  they  are  so  anxious  to  have  the 
line  made,  and  should  then,  by  their  action  and 
votes  on  this  Loan.  Bill,  show  that  it  is  quite 
the  other  way,  as  it  is  impossible  to  have  rail- 
ways without  money,  and  that  money  must  be 
bom>wed. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— They  wish  to  have 
the  leases  cancelled. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  in  my  opinion  they 
do  not.  The  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  had  a  chance  three  months  ago — when  one 
of  his  runs  was  offered  in  Dunedin  for  sale — to 
get  out  of  it ;  and  he  gave  twice  as  much,  or 
more  than  twice  as  much,  as  the  upset  price 
put  on  the  land  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board. 
He  had  to  do  so  in  his  own  interest.  Another 
opposition  to  this  railway  arises  from  a  finan- 
cial company  in  Dunedin  which  has  a  large 
interest  in  a  portion  of  the  country  that  that 
line  would  open  up;  and  what  do  we  find? 
We  find  the  manager  of  that  company — Mr.  J. 
Ritchie — writing  letters  time  after  time  to  the 
newroapers  saying  that,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Otaigo  Central  Bail  way,  there  should  bo  no 
more  borrowing.  Why?  Simply  because  he 
does  not  want  that  railway  made  and  the  coun- 
try opened  up.  But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  it  the  railway  is  not  made  the  people  of 


that  district  will  have  to  give  up  their  holdings 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  district  and  of  the 
colony  at  large.  Settlers  have  gone  to  that  dis- 
trict in  the  belief  that  this  railway  would  bo 
pushed  on,  and  that  it  would  have  been  com- 
pleted long  before  this.  I  say  those  people 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  reasons  why  the  railway  is  not 
pushed  on  is  that  some  of  those  who  pretended, 
that  they  are  so  anxious  to  have  it  are  not  in 
earnest :  at  least  it  appears  so  to  me  from  their 
actions. 

Mr.  HOBBS.—  I  think  every  allowance  should 
be  made  for  the  feelings  of  disappointment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson,  who  has 
throughout  been  so  consistent  a  supporter  of 
the  Government,  to  find  that  at  last  his  hopes 
are  blighted,  and  that  he  is  now  left  out  in  the 
cold.  HiR  continual  attacks  on  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  and  his  persistently  snap- 
ping and  nagging  like  a  little  terrier,  put  me- 
very  much  in  mind  of  the  celebrated  picture  by 
Landseer  entitled  "  Dignity  and  Impudence." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— These  remarks  are  of  alto- 
gether too  personal  a  character,  and  must  not 
be  indulged  in.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  see  the  propriety  of  at  once  withdraw- 
ing them. 

Jilr.  HOBBS.— Then  I  will  withdraw  them  ; 
but  I  feel  very  strongly  on  this  constant  nagging, 
and  think  that  if  we  confined  ourselves  to  the 
important  question  before  us  it  would  be  far 
better.  The  remarks  that  have  been  made  re- 
garding the  action  of  the  northern  members 
are,  to  my  mind,  most  unbecoming.  We  all  know 
what  a  paltry  sum  has  been  put  down  in  this- 
Fchedule  for  the  railway  north  of  Auckland — 
£50,000,  of  which  only  £6,000  is  to  be  expended 
this  year.  That  is  paltry  in  the  extreme.  I 
do  not  wish  to  make  comparisons,  but  when 
we  see  £140,000  devoted  to  the  Otago  Central 
Railway  and  only  £50,000  given  to  Auckland 
one  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  is  rather  curious. 
I  do  not  begrudge  the  £140,000  to  the  Otaga 
Central  Railway,  but  I  cannot  understand  on 
what  principle  the  Government  has  allocated 
the  money,  when  I  find  only  £50,000  given  to- 
the  North  of  Auckland  line.  The  Llinister  for 
Public  Works  has  over  and  over  again  stated 
that  this  is  a  lino  which  will  pay ;  and  yet^ 
when  we  hear  the  Premier  saying,  as  he  did  a 
night  or  two  ago,  that  in  two  or  three  years  wo 
shall  have  to  stop  all  borrowing,  I  should  like, 
to  know  how  far  this  railway  will  be  carried  in 
that  time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Up  to  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— Not  for  the  next  fifteen  years^ 
at  the  rate  now  proposed.  I  wish  the  Govern- 
ment would  say  whether  they  will  consent  to 
this  line  being  carried  out  by  a  syndicate.  I 
have  a  telegram  in  my  pocket  stating  that  a 
syndicate  is  ready  to  be  established  in  Auck- 
land to  carry  out  the  work,  if  the  Government 
will  not  do  it.  I  am  not  acting  as  an  agent  in 
this  matter,  or  going  to  receive  any  commission,, 
and  am  only  doing  what  I  think  is  good  for 
my  district.  I  would  much  rather  the  Govern- 
ment undertook  the  work,  and  if  they  would 
engage  to  do  it  in  four  or  five  years  I  should 
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bo  satisfied.  Thcro  should  be  some  finality 
to  their  proposals,  and  tliey  should  complete 
all  existing  lines  boforo  tln'y  b^gin  now  ones. 
That  is  tlie  reason  why  I  voted  ii^ainst  the 
Westport-Inangaiiua  Railway.  If  the  (lovem- 
mcnt  had  taken  i.p  a  proper  prsition  and  said 
that  they  wanted  thebo  railw.iyj;  carried  out 
bcCtWJse  they  were  gond  and  ]Mtying  inns,  tluy 
might  have  exjKctnl  some  of  us,  at  all  events, 
to  follow  tlieni.  The  Premier  may  laugh; 
but  I  would  point  out  that  <iinetlv  it  was 
stated  that  the  Fortrose-Kdrn<l:\lo  lltiihvay  was 
a  good  and  jn-Aing  lin<'  1  followed  hini  into 
the  lobby  in  fa\(.<ur  of  it.  I  wms  prejiared  to 
vote  for  any  liiu  s  which  the  llovtriinient  v.'ould 
say  wouhi  he  nMninuiative  lini<;  and  I  want 
menihirs  wlio  follow  tljc  (uA\rn!nent  faith- 
fully, I  might  sav  St  rvih-ly,  to  renn  mber  that  if 
any  of  thtse  hiii.^-'.  wtre  likeiy  to  he  piuductivf 
I  should  ha\e  h'.])iKUlcd  tlwm  if  tii«-y  could 
have  pn>ved  it.  1  w;sh  to  sav,  furlher,  that,  if 
the  Govemm.  lit  hau  ijiought  down  an  alloca- 
tion at  all  fair  and  reasonable  to  put  into  this 
schedule  as  a  means  of  making  the  loan  up  to 
tho  amount  originally  intended  to  he  borro\sed, 
I  would  have  supi)ort»  d  them.  The  CVoveru- 
mcnc  and  iheir  supporters  have  tiierefore  no 
reason  to  turn  round  and  »^ay  that  this  is  the 
fault  of  the  Opposition.  Tiun,  1  wi^Oi  to  say, 
in  the  strongest  ti-rms  po>'iiiie,  tluit  I  am 
astounded  tiiat  the  Tr;  a-,urer  siu  uld  lir.ve  said 
hero,  after  the  res-olution  of  the  (lovemment 
was  dtfeated,  that  it  v»ould  eaus(i  a  lamentable 
amount  of  misery  or  destitution  by  throwing  a 
number  of  men  out  of  \\(  rk. 

Sir  K.  STOCT.— He  did  n.->t  srw  that. 

Mr.  HOIiHS.— He  said  sonn  thnig  of  tliat 
sort.  1  know  lie  used  tho  word  '"lamentable," 
because  I  took  a  note  (»f  it.  I  hope  that  the 
Treasurer  will  reiterate  that  durii-g  the  recess, 
for  1  am  sure  that  the  public  will  laugh  the 
thing  to  Bcorn.  It  is  merely  an  a'-sertion,  and 
tho  veriest  child  can  under^.tajid  that  there  is 
nothing  in  it  at  all.  If  one  or  two  lines  are 
■struck  out  of  tho  schedule,  that  does  not  affect 
the  rest  of  the  works.  There  is  any  amount  of 
money  to  bo  expended  on  the  other  \>orks,  and 
no  one  with  common -sense  would  seriously 
make  tho  statement  that,  because  certain  lines 
arc  struck  out  of  the  schedule,  for  which  money 
will  not  then  bo  required,  therefore  there  is 
going  to  bo  distress.  The  House  and  the  coun- 
try will  ridicule  the  thing  ;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
in  his  calmer  moments  tlie  Treasurer  \\  ill  regret 
having  made  such  a  statement.  If  the  Go- 
vernment would  only  carry  out  the  works  that 
arc  scheduled,  and  for  which  the  money  is 
voted,  and  not  delay  expenditure,  wo  would 
not  complain.  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  The  Premier  kct  ps  calling  "  Ques- 
tion," and  the  hour  certainly  is  late;  but  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make  these  few  remarks, 
and  show  tho  position  that  I  take  up. 

Mr.  W.  P.  AUCKLAND.— This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  Government  have  proposed  to 
"  ear-mark  "  loans,  and  I  understood  from  the 
speech  of  the  Treasurer  that  the  system  of 
"ear-marking  "  was  something  like  the  process 
-employed  in  regard  to  sheep ;  but  it  seems 
Mr.  Hobbs 


in  this  case  to  bo  applied  to  mid  beasti  ( 
lions.  However,  I  think  that  we  have  \ 
cecdcd  in  "ear-marking"  the  money  sot 
shall  not  go  in  a  certain  direction.  I  was  s 
to  hear  tho  remarks  made  by  the  bonoas 
member  for  Nelson.  He  seems  to  think  t 
becau.sc  his  district  lias  none  of  the  mca 
he  would  bo  justified  in  voting  again^b  ' 
loan  altogether.  Why,  what  do  we  come  I 
for  ?  I  thought  wo  all  came  here  for  the  i 
of  the  colony.  I  know  this:  that,  thoaght  ^ 
di. strict  I  represent  gets  nothing — ct;-it:J3}T,| 
admit  that  we  have  got  our  railway,  bet  i 
tho  district  got  nothing  I  should  vote  fcr  m^ 
loan  all  the  samo,  because  I  recognize  that  ^ 
loiin  IS  needed  in  the  interests  of  the  colanril 
a  whole.  If  honourable  members  all  CAni| 
here  with  tho  ideas  which  the  honourable  a:^ 
her  for  Nelson  has  expressed,  how  cocld  tM 
colony  get  on  ?  Honourable  members  like  bm 
would  sec  tho  colony  ruined  because  tb^  d* 
not  got  something  for  their  own  districts.  "Dm 
is  a  policy  that  1  am  sorry  to  hear  expoxiadn 
in  this  House.  There  was  something  said  aJM 
a  compact  having  been  entered  into  to  thio*: 
out  certain  lines.  I  have  only  to  say  this:  tW; 
I  know  nothing  about  it  —  that  I  have  nothMii 
addressed  by  any  member  of  the  Hous*.'  on  til 
subject ;  hut  I  told  the  honourable  member  Sir 
Inve rear-.; ill  that  I  would  support  him  in  kit 
dj>ire  to  have  tho  money  allocated.  There 8 
one  thing  that  we  have  overlooked  in  discussjaj 
this  matter,  and  that  is  that  for  years  tk» 
North  Island  has  been  hampered  by  the  Na- 
tive dilheulty,  of  which  the  South  lias  lmo« 
nothing.  The  whole  of  the  Native  lands  sts 
now  locked  up  by  an  .\ct  passed  this  sesswt. 
^I embers  from  tlie  South  voted  for  that,  »rf 
they  have  put  the  North  in  this  pwtion:  tb»t 
it  cannot  get  hold  of  the  Native  lar.ds  cn^ 
through  the  agency  of  the  Government,  for, 
although  some  Natives  may  sell  their  land 
through  the  Land  Boards,  I  believe  that  it 
will  not  be  a  success,  and  tliat  the  only  wavrf 
dealing  with  the  Natives  will  be  for  Xbp  Go- 
vernment to  buy  their  land.  I  feel  convincrf 
of  that;  and  I  also  feel  convinced  of  this:  :ha* 
it  is  good  policy  to  buy  the  land  from  the  >V 
tives,  if  it  can  be  got  at  a  reasonable  pz^ 
Tho  probability  is  that  within  the  next  few 
years  three  or  four  million  acres  of  that  U«i 
might  bo  bought  very  reasonably,  but  we  hsve 
made  no  adequate  provision  for  the  puidtt* 
of  that  land.  Now,  I  think  that  we  ought  to 
do  so.  This  is  really  a  colonial  question  m  th0 
fullest  sense  of  the  terra,  for  if  the  interior  of 
tho  North  Island  could  be  opened  up  it  wonW 
bo  a  grand  thing  for  the  whole  of  the  coIodt; 
and  1  say  that  we  ought  to  appropriate  alai?* 
sum  for  the  purchase  of  these  lands,  and  I  *» 
very  sorry  to  see  that  more  provision  is  n** 
made  for  that  in  connection  with  this  Uj^ 
P. ill.  Then,  thcro  is  another  point.  I  think 
that  wo  should  not  omit,  this  session,  to  make 
ju-ovision  for  additions  and  improvements  W 
tho  lunatic  asylums.  The  unfortunate  in- 
mates of  those  institutions  are  treated  looft 
like  beasts  than  human  beings,  and,  w  * 
civilized  people,  it  is  our  duty  to  make  pro- 
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vision  to  meet  such  dcniands  as  are  made 
upon  ns ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Government  can  do  that  unless  they  ob- 
tain money  out  of  this  loan  for  the  purpose. 
It  would  bo  a  good  deal  better  to  apply  some 
of  this  money  to  that  purpose  than  to  building 
nilways  which  cannot  pay  for  years.  I  am 
not  going  into  all  the  arguments  which  have 
been  advanced  about  the  effect  of  striking  ofE 
this  £175,000 ;  but  we  have  had  a  distinct  assur- 
ftnce  from  the  Premier  that  this  loan  was  to 
last  us  for  two  years— that  he  hoped  to  have 
something  in  hand  out  of  it  in  1888  ;  so  that, 
if  what  he  said  was  correct,  the  reduction  in 
expenditure  cannot  amount  to  £100,000  a  year, 
and  it  is  clear,  to  my  mind,  that  such  a  reduc- 
tion as  that  will  not  cause  any  suffering.  As 
to  the  allocation,  I  have  to  say  this,  very  dis- 
tinctly :  that,  while  I  should  have  liked  to  see 
some  of  the  money  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  yet,  if  there  had  been  brought 
down  any  fair  and  reasonable  scheme  for  allo- 
cating this  money,  I  would  have  voted  for  it. 
But  I  did  object  strongly  to  this  money  being 
handed  over  to  the  Government  in  the  manner 
that  they  proposed.  We  cannot  tell  but  what 
the  idea  was  a  revival  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  scheme.  In  fact,  I  say  at  onco 
that  I  believe  it  was  intended,  if  the  East  and 
West  Coast  Railway  Company  should  not  go 
en,  to  apply  this  money  to  making  a  start  with 
that  line.  That  is  the  idea  I  have,  and  I  may  as 
well  mention  it.  We  do  not  want  to  have  that 
line  commenced  by  a  side-wind  like  that.  There 
is  another  thing :  the  elections  are  coming  on 
shortly,  and  it  would  have  been  very  nice  for 
the  Government  to  have  that  sum  in  hand. 
We  can  easily  imagine  what  use  would  be  made 
of  the  money  in  the  Middle  Island.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  House  has  done  right  in  refusing  to  give 
the  Government  this  money  unless  they  will 
schedule  it.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  regarding  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Moeraki  said  about  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikouaiti — my  brother — and  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida.  I  am  sorry  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  those  statements  when 
those  honourable  gentlemen  were  not  here. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  shall  repeat  them  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND.—I  am  glad  to  hear 
it;  and  in  that  case  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  me  now  to  refer  to  the  matter.  They  will 
be  here  then  to  defend  themselves,  and,  as  I 
thall  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  the 
third  reading,  I  shall  not  go  into  the  general 
qnestion  any  further  to-night,  except  to  say 
tills:  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  the  same  use  of  the  decision 
of  the  House  in  this  matter  as  they  made 
of  the  resolution  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay.  They  Gbccepted  that 
zesolation,  and  afterwards  said  it  was  forced 
npon  them.  This  cutting-out  of  the  £175,000 
is  entirely  their  own  fault,  because  if  they  had 
scheduled  it  in  a  proper  way  they  would  have 
been  granted  the  money.  The  Government  are 
i«sponaible  for  what  has  taken  place,  and  it 


will  be  useless  for  them  to  try  and  put  the 
blame  on  to  the  Opposition. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  do  not  intend  to  prolong 
the  debate  by  replying.  I  had  intended  to  say 
something  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  but  I  shall 
take  another  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday f  2nd  Atu/iist,  18S6. 


First  Readings— Second  BeadinRs— Settled  Land  BDl 
— Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill— Civil 
Service  Beform  Bill  — Harbours  Bill  — City  of 
Christchurch  Municipal  Ofllcos  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Maori  Suits  Bill,  Deceased  Persons'  Estates 
Duties  Bill,  Public  Trust  Office  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Administration  Act  Extension  Bill,  Port  Chal- 
mers Fire-Brigade  Site  Bill,  Auckland  Harbour 
Board  Loan  Bill,  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan 
Bill. 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  tho  Hon.  the  Speaker 
leave  the  chair  in  order  that  the  Council  may  go 
into  Committee  on  the  Settled  Land  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said,— Before  that 
question  is  put  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  close  of  the  debate  on 
the  second  reading,  but  I  understand  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill 
—  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  —  in  his 
reply  to  the  observations  that  had  been  made 
by  various  honourable  members  with  regard 
to  this  Bill,  criticised  a  good  many  of  the 
speeches  very  severely,  and  wanted  to  know, 
amongst  other  things,  so  I  understand,  whether 
those  who  objected  to  this  Bill  were  prepared 
to  make  any  amendments  in  it.  I,  for  one,  do 
not  profess  to  criticise  this  Bill  in  opposition  to 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  I  caimot  help 
thinking  it  a  very  unfortunate  thing — although, 
I  have  no  doubt,  it  is  according  to  the  rules  and 
practice  of  Parliament — that  a  Bill  of  such  im- 
portance as  this  should  be  in  the  position  in 
which  we  find  it  at  the  present  time.  I  would 
much  rather  have  seen  it  introduced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  it — the  representative  of  the  Go- 
vernment. We  should  then  have  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  now  has  charge  of  it  in 
opposition,  as  it  were,  and  the  Council  would 
have  felt  more  security  in  the  passing  of  a 
measure  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  second  to 
none  in  importance  of  any  that  have  come 
before  the  Council  this  session.  I  would  ask  if 
there  is  any  honourable  member  in  this  Coun- 
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cil  who  is  really  able  to  stand  up  in  his  place 
and  say  that  ho  understands  this  Bill.  Some 
honourable  members  may  deliver  themselves  of 
a  groat  many  remarks,  and  lead  the  Council  to 
suppose  they  understand  it ;  but  I  doubt  very 
much  if  any  honourable  member  really  under- 
stands this  Bill,  or  what  the  effect  of  it  will  be. 
I  am  not  quite  certain  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  understands 
it,  great  as  his  legal  abilities  undoubtedly  arc. 
He  has  told  us  that  this  Bill  is  a  copy  of  an 
English  Act.  Surely  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  not  toll  us  that  this  is  so.  It  is  not  a 
copy  ;  it  is  only  a  part  of  it,  and  that  in  a 
much-mutilated  form.  He  has  told  us  that  the 
Bill  has  been  brought  down  here  for  a  spe- 
cial purpose.  I  agree  with  that,  and  if  that 
intention  will  be  fulfilled  we  shall  be  satisfied. 
But  I  doubt  tliat  very  much  indeed.  Wo  arc 
told  that  the  Bill  is  brought  down  as  a  means 
of  relief  to  tenants  for  life  who  are  suffering 
in  a  pecuniary  sense  from  the  position  of  their 
property  at  the  present  time.  It  is  urged  that 
it  is  desirable  they  should  have  power  to  sell 
such  property  and  invest  the  money  to  much 
greater  advantage.  So  far,  that  is  all  very  well 
in  its  way  ;  but  we  do  not  get  all  that  good  with- 
out some  little  injury  to  others.  It  may  be 
that  the  tenant  for  life  may  have  a  successor 
in  the  shape  of  an  infant,  and  the  testator 
might  think  he  was  providing  a  means  of 
livelihood  for  some  young  person  who  was  not 
likely  to  be  able  to  make  his  way  in  the  world 
in  the  future.  Now,  it  is  true  that  by  giving 
this  relief  to  tenants  for  life,  by  allowing  them 
to  sell  property  that  may  be  bringing  in  £100 
a  year  for  a  sum  of  money  which  if  put  out 
to  interest  would  bring  in  a  considerably 
greater  income,  you  benefit  the  tenant  for 
life ;  but  still  the  successor  would  bo  placed 
eventually  at  a  disadvantage.  The  testator 
might  bo  reaping  the  benefit  that  the  suc- 
cessor was  intended  to  reap.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  in  this  Bill  there  is 
no  power  to  mortgage ;  but  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  looks  the  Bill  over  carefully  he 
will  find  that  there  is  power  to  mortgage.  I 
think,  moreover,  it  would  have  been  desirable 
to  have  left  in  the  Bill  a  number  of  clauses 
which  have  been  cut  out.  Take  the  case  of 
a  give-and-take  fence  to  divide  the  boundaries 
of  properties.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  some- 
times, not  only  in  order  to  get  a  lino  wliore 
a  fence  may  be  erected  at  a  moderate  cost, 
but  also  to  make  a  secure  fence,  to  give  and 
take  lanrl.  There  might  be  a  g>-eat  deal  of 
difference  in  the  values  of  the  land :  if  so, 
a  mortgage  would  be  required  to  arrange  that. 
In  the  2nd  clause  it  might  have  been  better 
to  have  stuck  to  the  definitions  of  the  English 
Act.  In  the  6th  clause  it  will  be  seen  clearly 
that  there  is  power  to  mortgage.  Here  are 
the  words — "mortgage  and  charge,"  and  so 
on.  Then,  again,  there  is  another  thing.  In 
the  case  of  sale,  the  tenant  for  life  becomes 
a  trustee.  The  mode  of  security  is  entirely 
changed.  The  testator  sets  forth  in  the  will, 
for  instance,  how  the  capital  ari>'ing  from  the 
sales  is  to  be  invested ;  but  this  Bill  itself  sots 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinso7i 
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forth  how  the  money  is  to  be  invested. 
Bill,  I  suppose,  has  been  carefolly  and 
discussed.  It  is  now  getting  very  l&te  in 
session,  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  a 
deal  better,  seeing  the  late  stage  of  the 
if  the  Bill  had  been  laid  aside  for  the 
in  order  to  give  people  an  opportunity  of  undo 
standing  it.  A  good  many  people  may  imagifl 
that  they  already  understand  it ;  but  I  am ; 
unwilling  to  confess  that  I  do  not;  aod 
Committee  I  shall  not  lend  my  voice  to  afl 
whether  any  amendments  shall  be  made  oroiAj 
That  is  beyond  my  power ;  it  requires  a  le^ 
mind.  Under  any  circumstances,  however, 
hope,  if  the  Bill  passes  through  Committee,  clfl 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  will  gii 
one  clear  day  between  the  committal  and  tbt 
third  reading,  in  order  that  members  may  hiif 
an  opportunity  of  consulting  their  legal  adnsefl 
on  the  subject.  It  is  necessary  we  should 
ourselves  acquainted  with  it.  I  do  not  suppofl 
we  have  a  greater  legal  authority  in  the  coiml 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
this  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  the  Council  oogtt'J 
not  to  be  guided  simply  by  one  of  its  membw;  j 
and  I  wisl)  to  impress  on  honourable  membaf  ^ 
that  we  ought  not  to  give  our  voices  on  tfeiij 
Bill  until  we  can  perfectly  understand  it.  j 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.— The  honouraWt  ] 
gentleman  need  be  under  no  feeling  of  aJaxm  j 
in  rogard  to  this  Bill.     It  is  a  Bill  carrying  ooi; 
principles  which  have  been  acknowl^g^  i»  ■ 
England.     Of  course,  after  the  Bill  has  goat 
through  Committee,  there  is  nothing  mtreasoB* 
al)le,  I  think,  in  allowing  a  clear  day  to  el»p« 
before  the  third  reading  takes  place.    I  hai* 
gone   carefully   through   the   Bill,  and  I  h»w 
compared  it  with  the  English  Act,  and  I  seen* 
reason  for  being  afraid  in  regard  to  it.    When  I  • 
heard  the   speech  of   the   Hon.   Sir  Frederitk  " 
Whi taker  I  must  say  I  was  rather,  afraid  ofS 
iriyself;  but,  after  going  carefully  through  tbt 
Bill,  I  think  it  is  one  that  the  Council  need 
not  fear  to  pass. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  Docs  the 
honourable  gentleman  quite  understand  iS 
himself? 

Tlio  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.— Yes,  quite.  I 
did  not  at  first,  or  on  the  introduction  of  tht 
Bill  by  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  But  I  htw 
compared  it  with  tho  English  Act,  as  I  baft 
already  said  ;  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  gives  any 
powers  that  would  make  it  undesirable  to  past. 

Tho  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  — I  unde^ 
stand  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Robinson  is  d 
opinion  that  if  I  had  not  charge  of  this  Bill  I 
should  have  been  opposed  to  it.  I  am  no^ 
however,  in  the  habit  of  doing  inconsistent 
things,  and 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not  want 
tho  honourable  gentleman  to  misunderstand 
me.  I  did  not  mean  that  the  honouraWt 
gentleman  would  have  been  in  opposition  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  that,  if  he  hadnai 
charge  of  it,  he  would  have  been  sure  to  set 
that  it  should  pass  in  such  words  as  that  no 
mistake  would  ensue. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— This  is  * 
copy  of  a  Bill  which  was  introduced  in  ^ 
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other  House  three  years  ago  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  X  was  Attorney-General.  The 
matter  has  been  under  consideration  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  last  five  years.  The  Bill 
has  been  on  the  Order  Paper  now  for  the  last 
six  weeks,  and  the  Bill,  as  printed,  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  honourable  members  for  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight.  Therefore  it  is  quite  hopeless, 
if  honourable  gentlemen  fail  to  understand 
the  Bill  now,  to  expect  them  to  understand 
it  by  allowing  a  clear  day  before  the  third 
reading.  My  honourable  friend  seems  to  have 
been  in  a  great  terror  about  this  Bill.  I  put 
^e  committal  ofi,  specially  at  his  request,  from 
Thursday  last  till  to-day,  in  order  that  he 
should  be  present  when  it  went  through  Com- 
mittee. In  reply  to  my  honourable  friend  I 
may  say  I  am  satisfied  the  Bill  is  in  the  right 
direction,  and  that  it  will  work  good.  With 
regard  to  any  amendment,  if  I  had  had  the 
original  drawing  of  the  Bill  I  might  have  en- 
deavoured to  shorten  some  of  the  clauses ;  but, 
the  Act  from  which  these  are  copied  having 
been  at  work  in  England  for  four  years,  I 
should  not  venture  to  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  making  any  serious  alteration. 
Uis  desirable  especially  on  a  Bill  of  this  de- 
scription that  we  should  have  the  benefit  of 
the  decisions  of  English  Courts  from  time  to 
time,  and  therefore  I  think  the  Bill  had  better 
pass  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  at  present.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  any  important  altera- 
tion made  in  Committee,  because  the  Bill  has 
been  so  well  considered  and  been  in  operation 
at  Home;  and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  is 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony. 
In  the  original  Bill  there  were  leasing  clauses, 
and  other  clauses  which  are  not  applicable  to 
as;  and  the  Act  of  1865  is  still  in  force,  and 
if  leases  are  required  they  can  be  made  under 
that. 

Motion  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill 
agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  have  received 
the  following  message  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker, — The  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  appointed  a  Committee  to  inspect 
the  Journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  with 
relation  to  any  proceedings  upon  the  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  and  to  make 
a  report  thereof  to  the  House ;  and  they  re- 
quest the  Legislative  Council  to  appoint  a  time 
and  place  for  such  inspection." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  beg  to  move. 
That  this  Council  assents  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Journals  of  the  Council  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives  with  rela- 
tion to  any  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  and 
appoints  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon, 
and  the  Clerk's  room.  Legislative  Council,  as 
the  time  and  place  for  such  inspection ;  and 
that  a  message  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  accordingly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

VOL.  LVL-«8w 


CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  sub- 
stitution for  clause  9  of  the  following  new  clause : 
**A11  appointments  to  the  Civil  Service  shall  be 
made  by  selection  in  rotation  from  amongsi 
the  permanent  residents  within  the  several 
electoral  districts  of  the  colony,  each  such 
electoral  district  being  selected  by  lot  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  as  the  one  from  which  can- 
didates shall  be  first  selected,  and  so  on  in  turn,, 
in  such  manner  that  no  cajididates  from  any 
one  electoral  district  shall  be  invited  a  second 
time  until  candidates  have  been  invited  from ' 
all  other  such  districts." 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  moved,  That  all  the 
words  after  "  be,  "  in  the  first  line,  be  omitted, 
with  a  view  of  inserting  the  following:  "by 
competitive  examinations,  which  sball  bo  held 
periodically  in  the  chief  centres  of  population ; 
and  from  the  most  successful  competitors,  in 
their  order  of  merit,  shall  be  selected  candi- 
dates to  fill  all  vacant  cadetships  in  the  Civil 
Service.'* 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  proposed  new  clause." 

Ayes,  10. 
Bathgate  Reynolds  Swanson 

Buckley  Shephard  Taiaroa 

Peacock  Shrimski  Wilson. 

Reeves 

Noes,  22. 
Bamicoat  Johnson,  G.  R.  Pollen 

Bonar  Kenny  Stevens 

Brett  Mantell  Walker 

Campbell  Martin  WhitaJcer 

Dignsm  Menzies  Wigley 

Eraser  Miller  Williams 

Grace  Peter  Williamson. 

Holmes 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

•  HARBOURS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Harbours  Bill  be  agreed  to. 
He  said  the  House  had  altered  the  16th  clause 
by  inserting  the  words  »*  or  from  carrying  Her 
^lajesty's  mails,  or  from  acting  as  a  ferry-boat." 
The  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Council  provided  that 
the  Boards'  tug-boats  should  not  be  allowed  to 
work  for  hire ;  but  in  open  roadsteads,  such 
as  Westport,  Hokicika,  and  Greymouth,  they 
might  be  allowed  to  carry  passengers  from  the 
ship  to  the  port.  Clauses  22,  23,  and  24  were 
new  clauses.  According  to  the  present  Har- 
bours Act  any  one  bringing  an  action  against 
a  Harbour  Board  and  not  substantiating  his 
case  was  liable  to  pay  triple  costs.  These 
costs  did  not  go  into  the  Board's  treasury, 
but  into  the  pockets  of  the  solicitors,  which 
by  plaintiffs  had  been  found  to  bo  a  great 
hardship.  Another  amendment  provided  that 
the  maidmum  rate  of  port  charges  to  be 
collected  should  not  exceed  2s.  per  ton  for 
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the  half-year,  which,  to  his  mind,  seemed 
ample.  Then,  by  another  amendment,  goods 
consigned  to  the  Government  were  not  to  be 
treated  as  ordinary  goods.  Clauses  26,  27,  28, 
and  29  were  all  new  clauses.  These  provided 
that  the  sum  of  £1,500  standing  at  the  credit 
of  the  Moeraki  Harbour  Board  should  be  handed 
over  to  trustees,  to  be  expended  in  the  erection 
of  baths  in  tiie  district. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  good  enough  to  have  the  amend- 
ments printed,  for  the  information  of  the 
Council,  and  that  time  should  be  given  for 
their  consideration.  TJio  changes  seemed  to 
him  to  be  of  a  more  or  less  important  character. 
Certainly  tho  amendment  specially  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gontloman  in  regard  to  the 
Moeraki  Harbour  Board  might  fairly  be  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration.  He  was  not  sure  that 
the  proposed  expenditure  in  erection  of  baths 
would  bo  at  all  a  judicious  one.  It  seemed  to 
him  it  would  be  better  to  hand  the  money 
over  to  the  County  Council,  or  do  something 
else  with  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  trusted  that  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  receive  careful  consideration  ab 
the  hands  of  the  Council.  They  were  very 
much  more  important  in  their  character  than 
might  at  first  appear.  They  altered  in  many 
respects  the  intention  of  the  Bill  as  originally 
introduced.  He  was  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able gentleman  saying  that  he  agreed  with  the 
amendments.  He  dissented  entirely  from  the 
alteration  tliat  had  been  made.  In  clause  16 
they  would  find  that  tho  amendment  that 
had  been  made  would  have  the  effect  of  caus- 
ing tiic  Harbour  Board  tugs  to  come  into 
conflict  with  private  enterprise;  and  another 
amendment  allowed  a  rate  of  4s.  per  ton  per 
annum  to  bo  charged,  notwithstnmding  that  in 
the  schedule  of  the  original  Act  the  rate  men- 
tioned was  not  exceeding  Gd.  per  ton  per  half- 
year.  This  was  a  very  serious  alteration,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  by  the  Council.  He 
was  of  opinion  tliat  everv'  effort  should  be 
made  by  the  Harbour  Boards  to  keep  the  ports 
as  free  from  taxation  as  possible.  Ver}'  good 
reason  should  be  shown  why  such  a  thing 
Bhould  be  tolerated  by  the  Council.  Nor  could 
he  understand  why  thousands  and  thousands 
of  tons  of  goods  should  be  allowed  to  be  landed 
free  at  tho  wharves  simply  because  they  were 
•consigned  to  tho  Govenmient.  This  matter 
had  been  before  them  for  a  long  time,  and  ho 
saw  no  reason  why  such  goods  should  be  ad- 
mitted free.  As  to  tho  matter  of  the  baths,  he 
did  not  know  much  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  did  know  some- 
thing about  the  baths,  and  thought  that  surely 
his  honourable  friend  ^Ir.  Reynolds  could  not 
be  in  enrnest  in  proposing  that  baths  should 
be  erected  at  Moeraki.  There  were  only  two 
houses  and  one  publichouse  in  the  vicinity,  and 
there  were  no  people  there.  Tho  only  people 
who  were  there  were  Maoris,  and  for  these  he 
■claimed  the  money,  for  they  were  the  only 
Maoris  in  the  I^Iiddle  Island  who  had  no  school, 
And  therefore  their  children  were  untaught. 
Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds 


When  he  was  there  there  were  about  thirty 
forty  boys  and  girl^,  some  of  them  being  al: 
adults,   and   not  one   of  them  could  read 
write.     The  proposal  to  put  up  the  bathit 
a  ridiculous  one,  and    he   hoped  the  Got2ii» 
ment  were  not  in  earnest  in  making  it.  ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  could  net 
saying  that  he  was  surprised  at  the  honoi 
gentleman  who  last  spoke.  Surely  he  did 
know  the  district,  or  he  had  not  been  there 
a  long  time.  There  was  no  publichouse  thm^ 
but  a  large  number  of  people  from  Canterbci]^ 
and  other  places  were  in  the  habit  of  resortzBi 
to  Moeraki  during  the  summer  season.  Tht 
only  want  of  the  district  at  the  present  tisd 
was  the  erection  of  baths,  and  he  thoogbj  ife 
would  be  a  groat  benefit  if  hatha  were  pat  ::pL 
He  knew  several  families  who  usually  sistdj 
this  place  in  the  season  for  the  benefit  of  tki 
sea  air.  There  was  no  other  similar  pUre  W 
Otago,  and  he  did  not  think  the  money  c«Mi 
be  spent  to  greater  advantage  than  by  devotn^' 
it  to  the  purpose  indicated. 

Debate  adjourned. 

CITY  OF  CHRTSTCHURCH  MUNICIPAL 
OFFICES  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  City  of  Chwt- 
church  Municipal  Offices  Bill  be  readatiirf 
time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  there  wmo3« 
point  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  pot 
into  a  proper  fonu  before  the  Bill  was  rod  « 
third  time  and  passed.  He  did  not  happen  to 
be  present  at  the  time  of  the  second  renjiiugof 
of  the  committal  of  the  Bill ;  consequently  b« 
did  not  hear  what  occurred  then:  buthewtf 
led  to  believe  that  no  debate  took  place  on  ti« 
second  reading,  and,  as  the  question  fee  re- 
ferred to  had  not  been  raised  in  Committe«' 
ho  thought  something  should  be  said  alxjatit 
before  tho  Bill  went  any  further.  The  Council 
not  long  ago  passed  a  Bill  called  the  Hunidl*! 
Corporations  Bill,  which  authorized  Corpor*- 
tions  in  various  parts  of  the  colony  to  borrt* 
money  after  having  received  the  consent  of  tli« 
ratepayers  by  taking  a  poll,  the  decision  to hf 
by  a  majority.  This  was  a  repetition  of  * 
principle  that  had  been  previously  enacted, 
except  that  the  proportion  of  majoritv  at  ti« 
poll  was  different.  This,  in  fact,  had  beentb 
rule  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  Bill  not 
before  them  it  was  proposed  to  autboriic  tk 
Corporation  of  Christchurch  to  raise  a  l»n 
without  consulting  the  citizens.  It  might  cer- 
tainly be  said  that  this  did  not  take  the  rate- 
payers by  sui-prise,  inasmuch  as  tlie  noti« 
necessary  to  be  given  with  reference  to  the  uj- 
tention  to  proceed  with  this  Bill  as  a  local  Bm 
had  been  given.  But  he  thought  some  explana- 
tion was  necessary,  and  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  giv* 
the  Council  some  explanation  of  the  reasons 
that  had  led  the  Corporation  to  take  tbi? 
unusual  course.  The  machinery  provided  w 
the  ^lunicipal  Corporations  Bill  would  per- 
haps be  too  cumbrous  to  bring  into  opeiatif^ 
for  so  small  a  sum ;  but,  before  tliey  *ssent» 
to  a  departure  from  a  principle  which  they  ^ 
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deemed  so  salntaiy  that  they  hod  considered  it 

expedient  to  re-enact  it,  they  shonld  be  placed 
in  possession  of  some  reasons  and  explanation 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  thought  he  could 
give  the  information  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man desired.  The  position  was  this:  The  case 
was  not  the  same  as  one  where  a  poll  of  the 
ratepayers  was  required,  because  if  his  honour- 
ible  fnend  would  look  at  the  clause  referring 
to  the  point  he  would  see  that  the  power  to 
repay  was  based  on  the  general  rate,  and  not 
on  the  special  rate,  which  would  require  the 
Authority  of  the  ratepayers.  This  imposed  no 
Additional  rating-power  on  the  locality,'  nor  did 
it  authorize  any  additional  burden  to  be  placed 
on  the  local  body  or  the  ratepayers.  As  he 
understood  the  case,  it  was  simply  this :  The 
Borough  Council,  unfortunately,  forgot  to  con- 
sult their  lawyer  before  they  engaged  in  a  con- 
tract to  put  up  new  buildings  to  cost  £6,000, 
which  were  very  much  required.  The  building 
was  begun,  and  afterwards  they  consulted  their 
lawyer,  and  found  out  that  they  had  not  the 
power  to  do  this  without  special  authorization 
to  let  the  contract  and  to  anticipate  their  gene- 
ral rate.  They  did  not  require  a  special  rate  at 
all,  as  he  had  already  observed,  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  general  rate  would  be  quite 
snfficient  to  enable  them  to  pay  off  this  loan 
without  any  further  increase.  Of  course  it  was 
unfortunate  that  the  Borough  Council  did  not 
take  a  legal  opinion  in  the  first  instance.  Had 
they  done  so,  no  legislation  would  have  been 
necessary  at  all.  He  supposed  honourable  mem- 
bers were  aware  of  the  usual  results  of  acting 
without  the  advice  of  a  lawyer:  such  results 
were  proverbial.  The  ratepayers  of  Christ- 
church  had  no  possible  objection  to  this  Bill : 
in  point  of  fact,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would 
meet  with  their  general  acquiescence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  dissented  alto- 
gether from  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  had 
said.  A  poll  was  required  for  ordinary  loans, 
according  to  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of 
1876. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  pointed  out 
the  distinction  there  was  between  the  two  cases. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  even  for  or- 
dinary loans  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  poll. 
He  was  not,  however,  going  to  take  any  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill,  because  he  believed  it  was 
necessary,  owing  to  a  mistake  that  had  been 
made  by  the  Christchurch  Corporation.  But 
this  was  a  very  dangerous  sort  of  thing  to  do, 
because  they  might  have  other  bodies  making 
wilful  mistakes,  and  coming  there  to  obtain 
legislative  sanction  for  them.  On  a  previous 
occasion  a  Bill  was  introduced  for  the  €ity  of 
Auckland  quite  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  it  was  passed 
by  the  Council  without  any  opposition,  except 
on  the  part  of  one  or  two.  But  he  held  that, 
if  they  had  a  Municipal  Corporations  Act  to 
govern  the  whole  of  the  colony,  there  should  bo 
no  deviatiou  from  that  at  all,  except  in  very 
special  eases,  one  of  whicl\,  he  admitted,  the 
iptesent  was. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  concurred  that 
this  was  a  special  case.  It  belonged  exactly  to 
the  class  of  cases  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  referred.  He  quite  agreed  with 
all  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  had  said  on  this 
subject.  A  mistake  had  been  made  by  the 
Corporation  of  Christchurch,  which  was  quite 
unintentional.  The  buildings  in  question  were 
erected  by  general  consent,  the  former  ones 
having  been  a  disgrace  to  the  city. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  B,  to  which  this  Bill 
was  referred,  and  which  had  recommended  that 
the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  said  the 
Committee  were  induced  to  take  this  course 
not  only  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens,  but  because  the  resolution  to 
authorize  the  step  taksn  was  required  to  be 
adopted  at  a  special  meeting,  and  to  be  after- 
wards confirmed  at  a  special  meeting,  the  notice 
of  which  was  to  be  advertised  for  four  weeks 
beforehand.  Seeing  that  the  sum  was  a  small 
one,  and  that  there  had  undoubtedly  been  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Christchurch  City 
Council,  these  were  additional  reasons  for  the 
Committee  recommending  that  the  Bill  should 
be  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  would  like  to 
add  to  what  had  already  been  said  that  he, 
being  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  was  exceedingly 
indebted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  for  the 
clear  explanation  he  had  given.  The  only 
effect  of  not  passing  this  Bill  would  be  that 
the  money  expended  in  this  way  would  have 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  ordinary  revenues  in 
one  year.  He  believed  the  rates  of  the  Cor- 
poration were  £20,000  a  year;  consequently 
they  were  ample  for  this  purpose :  but  if  the 
money  were  paid  in  one  year  it  would  be  a 
serious  inroad  on  their  income,  and  interfere 
with  their  power  to  carry  on  improvements 
and  keep  the  city  in  order.  He  would  like  to 
add  that  it  would  have  been  more  gratifying  to 
him  to  have  had  this  debate  take  place  on  the 
second  reading,  but  the  Council  would  bear  in 
mind  that  there  was  no  opportunity  for  it,  nor 
even  on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 
The  Council  adjotimed  at  twenty  minutes  to 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPEESENTATIVES. 
Monday^  2nd  Augusty  1886. 


W.  Millar— Native  Land  Administration  Bill— Native 
Land  Court  Bill— Deeds  find  Instruments  Begis^ 
tration  Bill-  Public  Trust  Office  Bill— New  2^ea- 
land  Loan  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

W.  MILLAR. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ROSS,  it  was  ordered, 

Tbat  the  report  on  the  petition  of  William 

Millar,  of  Dunedin,   be  referred  back  to  the 

Public  Petitions  Committee,  in  order  that  fur- 


356 


Native  Land 


[HOUSE,]       Administration  BiM.      [AuG.ti 


ther  evidence — which  is  immediately  available 
— ^may  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  subject-mat* 
ter  of  the  said  petition. 

NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 

Mr.  BALLANGE.  —  In  calling  attention  to 
the  amendments  made  in  another  plaoe  in  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill  I  will  offer  the 
House  some  explanation  upon  the  amendments 
that  are  of  a  vital  character.  There  are  a 
number  which  are  purely  verbal,  and  which  do 
not  affect  either  the  principle  or  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  except  to  render  it  more  workable, 
the  most  of  them  having  been  inserted  at  the 
instance  of  the  draftsman  in  the  Select  Com- 
mittee cf  the  Legislative  Council,  where  they 
were  adopted.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  over 
all  the  amendments.  It  will  be  obvious  to 
honourable  members  that  they  are  simply  to 
make  tlie  Bill  more  workable  and  its  provisions 
more  clear.  The  first  amendment  to  which  I 
will  draw  attention  is  that  which  refers  to  the 
signatures  of  witnesses,  and  will  be  found  in 
clause  8.  There  is  an  addition  made  to  the 
clause  in  these  words:  "or  of  any  class  of 
persons  to  be  named  in  the  rules."  People  who 
could  attest  signatures  were  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  licensed  interpreters,  or  Postmasters: 
now  any  persons  who  may  be  defined  by  the 
regulations  may  do  so.  The  object  of  the 
clause  is  to  give  greater  facilities  for  the  sign- 
ing of  these  papers  in  districts  where  there  may 
he  no  Postmaster,  no  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or 
licensed  interpreter.  I  think  that  that  addi- 
tion to  the  clause  is  entirely  unobjectionable, 
and  will  afford  greater  facilities  for  the  action 
of  Committees.  Then,  the  next  amendment  to 
which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
is  in  clause  17 ;  and  I  may  say  that  the  amend- 
ment is  that  assent,  having  once  been  given  to 
a  sale  or  lease  by  the  Committee,  cannot  be 
revoked.  I  may  say  the  Bill  was  intended  to 
effect  the  same  object;  but  it  is  put  clearly 
here  that  if  the  consent  to  sell  or  lease  be  once 
given  it  shall  not  be  revoked. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Is  that  understood  to  be 
consent  in  writing  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  — Yes;  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee, having  once  consented  to  sale  or  lease, 
cannot  go  back — action  must  take  place.  The 
next  amendment  to  which  I  would  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  is  in  clause  21.  Here  a 
strange  error  crept  into  the  Bill.  This  pro- 
vision is  to  allow  the  Natives  to  purchase  land 
from  Natives.  But  in  the  punitive  clause  which 
prohibits  sale  this  provision  was  excepted,  and 
the  effect  would  have  been  not  only  to  allow 
Natives  to  purchase  from  Natives,  but  to  allow 
Natives  who  had  purchased  from  Natives  to 
sell  to  Europeans.  It  was  purely  an  error. 
Now  I  come  to  an  important  provision  of  the 
Bill,  in  clause  25.  This  enables  a  person  who 
has  obtained  a  share  in  a  lease  or  a  share  in 
a  sale  to  go  on  acquiring  shares  up  to  the  1st 
July  next.  Under  the  Act  as  it  stood  he  could 
only  purchase  shares  up  to  the  1st  January. 
The  question,  of  course,  arises  whether  there 
should  be  this  extension  of  time.  I  may  ex- 
plain that  the  purchase  of  shares  in  land  that 
Mr.  Rrss 


■  has  passed  the  Land  Court  is  not  illegsl:  ^: 
is  to  say,  the  only  way  a  European  can  obttt 
a  title  to  such  land  would  be  by  paiehaof  < 
from  the  Natives  share  by  share.  That  proMS 
was  not  illegal,  but  it  did  not  give  a  valid  titifr 
.  till  the  last  share  was  purchased ;  ssd  m 
recognize  tiie  fact  that  a  man  has  some  dais 
and  ought  to  be  allowed  grace.  I  think  tibs 
provision  is  not  at  all  unfair,  and  I  sm  pie* 
pared  to  accept  it.  I  now  come  to  the  not 
mnportant  amendment,  which  is  new,  in  dtae 
27:— 

**  Where  a  person  has  acquired  from  ownen 
a  valid  lease  for  a  term  one-third  of  vfaicb 
shall  have  expired  on  the  first  da^  of  Ja]j,OB» 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  eighty-sii,  uid 
such  peiison  is  in  actual  beneficial  occapatioi 
of  the  land  demised,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  laa 
to  obtain  a  renewal  of  his  lease  for  the  whak 
or  part  of  the  land  the  subject  thereof  Uxt 
further  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  ye&is,  ops 
such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  between  tk 
owners  and  the  lessee,  and  be  approved  bj  thft 
Commissioner.'* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  debtl^ 
which  took  place  in  the  House  the  qnestks 
was  raised  as  to  the  improvements  which  M 
been  effected  in  a  very  large  number  of  ia- 
stances  by  lessees  of  Native  lands,  with  ^ 
expectation  that  at  the  end  of  the  tenn  thoe 
would  be  a  renewal.  It  was  maintained  tbi^ 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  sweep  anj 
improvements  made  on  reasonable  expectatko 
that  the  Natives,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  would 
keep  the  promise  made  at  the  beginning  d 
the  lease,  that  there  should  be  a  renewal  far 
another  term.  There  was  another  way  of 
meeting  this,  by  allowing  valuation  for  impzofs- 
ments ;  but  it  seemed  probable  that  if  this  weie 
adopted  a  lessee  would  virtually  be  in  the  poa- 
tion  of  obtaining  his  own  terms,  becanw  h 
would,  in  the  first  instance,  put  on  impIO'^ 
ments  which  would  raise  the  valuation  to  s 
very  high  figure,  and  he  would  make  them  » 
such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  lajid  be^ 
obtained  by  any  other  person.  There  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  a  grave  objection  to  a<3optr 
ing  that  course,  and  the  difficulty  has  been 
met  in  this  way :  Where  one-third  of  a  tenn 
has  expired  there  may  be  a  renewal  at  the 
end  for  half  the  original  term,  not  in  &&J 
case  to  exceed  fourteen  yeacs.  Looking  at  uJ 
the  circumstances,  1  do  not  think  that  is  a 
clause  that  we  could  reasonably  object  to,  m 
therefore  I  propose  that  the  amendment  be 
agreed  to.  In  clause  80  there  is  an  amend- 
ment which  is  intended  to  enlarge  the  powcR 
of  the  Commissioner  in  the  way  of  granting 
titles.  It  enables  the  Commissioner  to  conwy 
a  noore  complete  title  than  could  be  given  nn- 
der  the  provisions  of  the  clause  as  it  origin^J 
stood  to  any  purchaser  of  Native  land  uno^f 
the  Act.  It  simply  carries  out  the  original 
intention  of  the  clause,,  but  in  a  legal  point  of 
view  makes  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  wm 
complete.  There  is  another  amendment,"! 
clause  46,  and  it  seems  rather  a  curious  on^ 
It  says,  "  •  The  Native  Lands  Frauds  Pre- 
vention Act,  1881,r  shall  be  read  as  if  (ii^ 
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iBt  five  words  of  section  two  were  erased 
tierefrom;  and  the  said  Act  shall  not  apply 
t>  any  alienation  under  this  Aot.'*  The 
osition  is  this :  The  Native  Land  Act  of  1882 
epealed  this  portion,  and,  as  the  Native  Land 
Let  is  repealed  hy  the  Native  Land  Court' 
)fll,  we  have  to  re-enact  the  provision  in  this 
iill ;  and  it  means  that  the  Frauds  Commis- 
ioner*s  powers  shall  extend,  not  only  to  Native 
Bzid  that  has  passed  through  the  Ck>urt,  hut  to 
ill  Native  land.  It  simply  carries  out  the  in- 
«ntion  of  the  Act  of  1882.  In  the  interpre- 
lation  clause  the  term  *'  land"  has  heen  rather 
nila]:ged  in  its  scope.  It  was  at  first  provided 
that  it  should  apply-  to  all  land  that  had  not 
{one  through  the  Court,  and  to  all  land  that 
lad  gone  through  the  Court.  But  I  am 
informed  that  there  was  land  held  hy  Na- 
Lives  individually,  before  the  Land  Court  was 
established ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  alter  the 
interpretation  clause  in,  view  of  that  fact. 
Most  of  the  amendments  are  of  a  verbal 
character,  and  I  have  gone  through  all  the 
amendments  that  appear  to  be  important. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  remains  precisely  as 
when  it  pa.ssed  through  this  House.  The 
clauses  put  in  are  remedial,  and  make  oonoes- 
«iona  to  individuals  who  might  otherwise  have 
had  to  suffer  considerable  hardship  if  the  Bill 
stood  exactly  as  it  was.  I  move,  That  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— The  Native  Minister,  in  the 
first  place,  referred  to  an  addition  made  to 
clause  8,  and  was  pleased  to  express  his  entire 
^proval  of  that  alteration.     I  do  not  myself 
agree  in  that  approval.    It  is  a  matter  that 
was  considerably  discussed  in  the  Native  Af- 
fairs Committee,  and  the  fear  that  appeared  to 
be  in  the  minds  of  members  of  that  Committee 
was  this  :  that  in  the  election  of  Committees — 
who  will  have  very  great  power  indeed  under 
this  Bill — which  is  done  by  nomination-papers 
agned  by  the  owners,  abuses  might  arise  ;  and 
great  anxiety  was  expressed  in  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  signatures  to  those  nomination- 
papers  should  be  duly  and  properly  attested. 
Kow,  the  clause  as  it  passed  confined  the  attest- 
ing class  to  Justices  of  the  Peace,  licensed  inter- 
inreters,  and  Postmewters.    There  was  no  objec- 
tion in  the  Committee  to  extend  that  to  other 
classes  of  highly-responsible  persons — Judges 
Mad  others ;  but  there  was  a  very  great  objec- 
tion to  lower,  as  it  were,  the  class  of  persons 
who  could  attest  those  signatures.    I  need  not 
'Wftste  time  in    pointing   out  the  manner  in 
which  abuses  might  arise,  and  the  object  of 
those  abuses ;  but  I  would  point  out  to  the  House 
that  this  alteration  will  enable  the  Government 
^  extend  the  classes  who  can  attest  these 
signatures  to  an  indefinite  extent,  and  so  permit 
abuses  to  arise.    I  object  to  that,  and  cannot 
*t  all  understand  how  it  is  the  Native  Minis- 
ter expresses  his  entire  approval  of  it.     The 
honoiirable  member  next  referred  to  clause  17, 
to  which  I  have  no  objection  to  offer :  it  merely 
puts  m  clearer  terms  what  had  already  been 
^tennined  upjon  in  the  matter  by  the  Native 
Afiain  Committee  of  this  House,  and  by  this 


House.  With  respect  to  clause  25,  I  may 
say  that  the  amendment  made  in  it  is  rather 
a  seiious  matter;  and,  although  I  am  not 
wh(lly  opposed  to  the  alterations  made,  yet  no 
d(^ubt  those  alterations  are  of  a  serious  cha- 
racter, and  I  am  rather  surprised  that  the 
Native  Minister  has  ebgreed  to  them.  I  readily 
admit,  with  him,  that  they  do  not  affect  the 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  I  fear  they  will  work 
out  somewhat  unfortunately  in  the  way  of 
creating  dissatisfaction.  As  to  the  amend- 
ments extending  the  power  of  purchase  in 
transactions  which  are  not  complete,  the  Na- 
tive Minister  has  truly  said  that  in  the  case  of 
a  purchaser  who  has  not  completed  his  pur- 
chase the  transaction  is  not  illegal.  That  is 
true ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  not  legal — 
that  is  to  say,  the  transaction  is  not  recognized 
by  any  law  ;  and,  if  incomplete-purchase  trans- 
actions are  recognized  now,  it  will  be  for  the 
first  time.  But  I  point  out  this :  that,  if  any 
of  these  transactions  are  allowed  to  go  on 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  is  very  likely 
indeed  to  create  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds  of 
the  Maoris,  because  the  completion  of  trans- 
actions which  are  now  incomplete  will  be 
confined  to  those  people  who  have  already 
acquired  an  interest,  and  therefore  they  will 
go  on  <>ndeavouring  to  complete  their  transac- 
tions absolutely  without  competition,  and  thus 
place  the  owners  of  the  land  at  a  much  greater 
disadvantage  than  they  are  at  at  the  present 
moment.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  feel  that  there 
is  considerable  objection  to  this  amendment; 
and  therefore  it  is,  also,  that  I  am  more  than 
surprised  that  the  Native  ]Minister  has  agreed 
to  accept  the  amendment,  for  I  should  have 
thought,  although  I  feel  it  to  be  objeotionable, 
that  tho  honourable  gentleman's  objections 
would  have  been  very  much  stronger  than  mine. 
As  to  the  amendment  in  clause  87,  enabling 
persons  holding  a  lease  to  obtain  a  renewal  for 
fourteen  years,  the  honourable  gentleman  ac- 
cepts that  also,  and  no  doubt  the  reasons  he 
has  given  have  cogency  in  them ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  still  that  objection  that 
there  will  bo  no  possibility  of  competition  with 
the  lessee,  and  the  owners  of  the  land  are,  in 
that  way,  placed  at  a  decided  disadvantage. 
The  honourable  gentleman  urged  no  strong 
objection,  and  I  am  surprised  that  he  did  not 
object  more  strongly  than  I  myself  am  pre- 
pared to  do;  but  in  this  clause  87  there  is 
introduced  something  new,  to  which  I  think 
very  serious  objection  does  exist.  The  renewed 
lease  is  not  only  to  be  granted  by  the  Native 
owners,  but  is  to  be  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. Now,  the  Conunissioner  is  a  servant 
.)f  the  Government,  holding  office  during  plea- 
sure. We  all  know  that  in  former  years  in 
this  House  the  most  serious  charges,  mostly 
without  foundation,  were  made  against  the 
Grovemment  of  the  day — ^no  matter  what  Go- 
vernment it  was — as  to  unfairness  and  favour- 
itism in  Native-land  dealings.  Now,  by  this 
clause  there  will  be  an  opportunity  given  for 
those  charges  to  be  again  made,  because  the 
Gk)yeinment,  through  a  Commissioner,  isj  ' 
an  enonnouB  power  of  approval  or  disp* 
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— a  power  under  which  they  may  ruin  a  man 
or  make  his  fortune.  I  feel  certain  that  under 
this  clause  the  charges  that  were  made  in 
former  times  will  be  repeated,  and  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  much  greater  force.  It  is  also  to 
be  observed  that  in  clause  30  an  amendment 
has  been  made  to  which  the  same  objection 
applies,  to  my  mind,  with  still  greater  force. 
Tne  wocds  added  in  that  clause  are  these  :— 

** .  .  .  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
title  or  right  of  purchasers,  lessees,  and  con- 
tracts under  any  such  writings  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  be  deemed  to  have  been,  at  the 
time  of  such  sealing  and  signing,  the  owner 
in  fee-simple  of  the  land  the  subject  of  such 
writing.'* 

Now,  in  that  case  also,  although  there  is 
some  slight  ambiguity  of  expression,  it  does 
appear  that  the  Commissioner  is  to  have  a 
power  which  may  confer  on  the  Government 
a  power  of  showing  favour  to  those  persons  it 
is  desired  to  show  favour  to.  I  shall  make  no 
further  objection,  but  I  think  it  right  to  say 
why,  in  these  matters,  I  do  not  quite  agree  in 
the  view  taken  by  the  Native  Minister. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.  —  I  must  express  my 
approbation  of  the  lucid  explanation  of  the 
amendments  given  by  the  Native  Minister. 
Those  amendments — at  least  so  far  as  I  can 
understand  them — are  all  decided  improve- 
ments in  the  Bill.  I  do  not  quite  follow  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  in  his  saying 
there  would  be  no  competition  for  a  renewal  of 
a  lease.  I  think  there  must  be  competition, 
as  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  a  lease 
the  Natives  are  not  likely  to  re-lease  to  the 
original  lessee  unless  there  was  some  under- 
standing previously  arrived  at :  if  there  were, 
of  course  we  can  understand  that  there  would 
be  no  competition.  Otherwise,  I  do  not  see 
why  there  should  be  an  absence  of  competition. 
As  to  the  Commissioner  approving  of  the  lease, 
when  I  first  saw  that,  I  did  not  like  the  provi- 
sion ;  but,  on  reflection,  I  take  it  that,  as  now 
no  transaction  can  take  place  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Trust  Commissioner,  so  this  will 
be  merely  a  change  from  one  officer  to  another, 
to  ffive  approval.  Both  under  the  present  law 
and  under  this  amendment  the  provision  is  to 
see  that  some  officer  shall  see  that  any  trans- 
action is  conducted  in  a  proper  and  bona  fide 
manner.  That,  I  think,  was  the  intention  of 
the  Native  Minister,  and  that  I  accept.  Though 
not  agreeing  with  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  I  gladly  support  the  amendments,  and  I 
have  to  thank  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  making  them,  and  the  Native  Minister 
for  so  lucidly  explaining  them. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — I  do  not  consider  the  altera- 
tion made  in  clause  8  is  any  improvement — 
that  is,  giving  the  Government  power  to  make 
rules  as  to  who  may  attest  documents  under 
this  Bill.  I  consider  it  gives  the  Minister  power 
to  frame  a  law  himself  pretty  much  as  he 
pleases.  The  43rd  clause  also  gives  the  Minis- 
ter, through  the  Governor,  power  to  make 
regulations.  This  is  a  dangerous  power  to  give 
to  any  Minister,  and  it  would  almost  be  better 
to  have  no  Act  at  all.  This  House  only 
Mr.  Bryce 


should  decide  in  all  these  matters,  asd 
Minister  should  not  be  given  a  discietiooiif 
power,  which  is  certain  to  be  abused  nr^ 
muck.  I  think,  as  with  the  Land  Act,  iim 
proposal  gives  a  power  which  the  Hoose  bsw 
mtended  to  give.  If  the  Government  is  giia 
power  to  make  regulations  they  shoold  oit 
operate  until  they  lukd  received  the  saneticaoC 
this  House.  I  agree  with  the  Native  Ministar 
that  the  alterations  made  by  the  Goosdl  ii 
the  Bill  do  not  alter  its  principle— I  think  iktsf 
are  improvements :  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
think  the  whole  principle  of  the  Bill  is  Tidoss; 
and  it  is  altogether  unfair  to  the  'Satim. 
Clause  27  is  utterly  indefensible,  and  I  haU 
that  after  the  Natives  have  been  giv^  ft  Dti» 
to  their  land  they  should  be  allowed  to  oB 
or  lease  it  to  whom  they  please.  Of  coase 
we  all  understand  to  whom  the  alteiatioa  ss  t» 
giving  extended  leases  applies.  I  think  die 
Natives  should  have  full  power  to  do  as  tb^ 
think  proper  with  their  property.  I  do  not 
approve  of  the  Bill,  and  I  know  that  the  dajit 
not  far  distant  when  the  Natives  thioo^^ 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  will  ssk ; 
that  it  shall  be  repealed :  of  that  I  am  oaofi- 
dent.  { 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  should  like  the  Native  Minis'  I 
ter  to  state  distinctly  if  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  has  been  altered  by  the  amendments  which  | 
have  been  made.  I  ask  because  throo^toot 
the  Hawke's  Bay  District  there  is  a  report 
current  that  the  amendments  entirely  destror 
the  best  principle  of  the  Bill.  In  the  Hnvkt't 
Bay  Herald  of  the  26th  July  there  is  an  artiek 
to  this  effect :  that  the  amendments  made  Iff 
the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Native  Lftod 
Administration  BiU  have,  to  a  great  extenU 
knocked  the  bottom  out  of  the  meason  ui  I 
removed  the  objections  made  by  the  member 
for  Napier,  and  will  have  the  effect  of  hang- 
ing up  the  Bill  in  Hawke's  Bay  for  twdw 
months.  I  should  not  for  a  moment  think 
of  allowing  the  House  to  agree,  withoat  » 
division,  to  amendments  which  I  thoogto 
would  have  the  effect  of  hanging  up  the  M 
for  twelve  months.  I  should  like  tJie  Nft^ 
Minister  to  state  explicitly  if  these  amand- 
ments  affect  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  that 
it  will  not  allow  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
to  go  on  in  the  same  way  as  it  has  gtme  ob 
in  the  past,  after  the  BiU  has  come  into  ojw»- 
tion.  I  know  these  amendments  have,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast,  vbosa 
district  is  largely  interested.  He  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  alterations  made, 
in  the  interest  of  the  d^trict  he  represents; 
and  I  am  sure  he  does  not  wish  it  to  be  said 
— and  I  should  not  like  the  opponents  of  th« 
Bill  to  bo  able  to  say — that  they  had  canied 
amendments  which  had  virtually  killed  \^ 
measure,  so  far  as  its  principles  are  concerned. 
I  therefore  hope  the  Native  Minister  will,  when 
replying,  say  if  the  principles  of  the  Bill  ft»^ 
all  affected  by  the  amendments  made,  and, » 
they  are,  I  hope  he  ¥riU  reconsider  the  makttt* 
,  and  not  agree  to  the  amendments. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  would  ask  the  Natu» 
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[inistcr  ^hat  is  the  meaning  of  the  term 
Talld  lease,"  in  the  :37th  clause.  Does  it 
lean  a  lawful  lease,  such  as  the  law  allows 
» be  taken  ? 

Mr.  BALiIiANCE.— My  reading  of  it  is  that 
i  means  a  legal  lease.  Members  of  the  legal 
rofession  may  put  a  different  interpretation 
D  it.  I  think  that  part  of  the  Bill  stands 
B  it  pa.ssed  this  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
lan  have  some  words  put  in  to  show  that  it 
oef^  mean  a  legal  lease  ? 
Mr.   MOSS.  —  I   think  what  fell   from   the 
onourable  member  for  Waipawa  must  satisfy 
very  northern  member,  at  all  events  —  I  do 
lot    suppose    that    it    is    possible    to    satisfy 
outhem  members  on  the  subject — that  it  is 
try  difficult  in  the  same  Bill  to  suit  the  in- 
ere.sts  of  different  provinces,  such  as  Auckland 
Jid  Uawke's  Bay.    There    is  no  doubt  that 
he  honourable  gentleman  has  in  his  mind  par- 
icular  circumstances  which  should  be  provided 
;or :  he  argues  from  the  particular  to  the  gene- 
nU  and  asks  for  a  law  which  will   seriously 
mjuro  Auckland  while  suiting  particular  con- 
iitions  that  may  exist  in  Hawke's  Bay.    I  do 
not  know  anything  of  those  particular  condi- 
tions to  which  the  honourable  member  refers, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  Parliament,  in 
passing  an  Act  to  meet  particular  cases,  haiS 
betu  careless  of  the  interests  of  the  Province 
of  Auckland,  which  has  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  affected  for  every  one  that  is  affected 
in  Hawke's  Bay.     Indeed,  this  Bill  affects  the 
Province  of  Auckland  almost  exclusively,  if  I 
may  use  that  term  in  a  broad  sense.    It  is  there 
that  the  Native  land  mostly  exists,  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  there  are  very  few  incompleta trans- 
actions in  Native  land,  and  such  an  Act  was  not 
required  there  at  all.    I  believe  that  if  the  Na- 
tive Minister  had,  instead  of  passing  this  Act, 
•mended  the  regulations,  if  proper  precautions 
had  been  taken  to  see  that  the  Natives  knew 
^hat  they  were  signing,   and  that  the   deeds 
were  written  in  Maori  as  well  as  in  English,  if 
proper  provision  had  been  made  for  witnessing 
the  signatures  of  Natives,  and  if  we  had  put  an 
end  to  the  wretched  practice  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  being  carried  about  to  do  the  thing  by 
contract  or  by  the  job — I  say  if  we  had  made 
Kgnlations  to  rectify  these  things  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  any  new  Act  at  all.     We 
should,  by  that  means,  have  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  practices  which  have  caused  the  evil  in 
^e  past  in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  at  any 
^te.    AH  that  was  wanted  was  not  a  change 
in  the  law,  but  a  proper  administration  of  the 
law.    The  only  amendment  that  seems  to  me 
^  he  of  any  consequence  is  that  which  has 
been  made  in  the  17th  section,  and  sets  forth 
that  assent,  once  given,  shall  not  be  revoked — 
that  is  to  say,  that,  whenever  a  Native  assents 
Jo  his  land  being  brou;  ht  under  tliis  Act,  he 
has  parted  with  all  control  over  it  for  ever. 
An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 
Mr.  MOSS.  —  Well,  I  take  that  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  amendment,  notwithstanding 
^ny  honourable  friend's  objection  to  my  inter- 
pretation; and  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  shown 


that  I  am  wrong.  What  I  fear  is  that  the 
Natives  will  take  advantage  of  this  Act  to 
lock  up  their  land  altogether,  and  I  under- 
stand that  they  contemplate  doing  so.  They 
will  use  this  Act  to  get  rid  of  the  European 
purchaser,  and  then  will  only  have  to  deal  with 
the  Government,  whose  efforts  to  get  land  they 
vainly  think  it  will  be  easy  to  defeat.  I  am 
afraid  that  one  result  of  the  Bill  will  be  to 
create  a  struggle  in  this  sense  between  them 
and  the  Government,  to  stop  settlement,  to  stop 
colonization,  and  to  stop  the  settlement  of 
Native  land  altogether  for  a  time  in  the  Auck- 
land Province. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCXLAND.— With  most  of  these 
amendments  I  agree,  because  they  go  somewhat 
in  the  direction  of  removing  the  objections  that 
I  previously  took  to  the  Bill.  The  amendment 
to  section  17  removes  a  doubt  which  I  pointed 
out  existed.  No  doubt  it  was  the  intention  that 
assent,  once  given,  could  not  be  withdrawn. 
That  has  been  made  clear ;  but  under  clause  20 
Natives  may  sell  to  the  Government  whether 
the  assent  is  final  or  not.  I  look  upon  the  BiU, 
as  it  now  comes  before  us,  as  an  improvement ; 
but  the  improvements  do  not  alter  my  opinion 
as  to  the  general  undesirability  of  passing  such 
a  Bill.  There  is  one  rather  peculiar  thing 
about  clause  21.  It  is  an  illustration,  to  my 
mind,  of  the  old  adage,  "  Too  many  cooks  spoil 
the  broth.''  It  is  there  provided  that  Na- 
tives who  have  any  interest  in  a  block  of 
land  may  sell  to  one  another,  so  long  as  tho 
purchasers  are  not  Committeemen ;  but  land 
that  has  been  so  sold  can  only  be  dealt  with 
under  clause  29,  so  that,  if  the  Natives  want 
to  prevent  the  purchase  of  land,  they  hav& 
only  to  interchange  with  one  another,  and  then 
the  Government  cannot  buy  it.  I  fancy  that 
that  clause  requires  a  little  amendment.  Gene- 
rally, the  amendments  go  in  the  direction  of 
my  views  ;  and  I  hope  the  measure  will  work. 
If  it  does  not  work  well,  if  it  has  the  effect  of 
stopping  settlement,  then  the  sooner  we  repeal 
it  the  better. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— When  this  Bill  was  pre- 
viously before  the  House  I  stated  my  objec- 
tions to  it  in  detail ;  and,  though  there  have 
been  considerable  improvements  made  since, 
my  objection  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  still 
exists.  However,  I  am  not  going  to  detain 
the  House  upon  it  at  this  stage ;  but  I  wish  to 
state  my  agreement  with  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell  that  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  will  be  to  seriously  prevent  the 
settlement  of  Native  land  which  otherwise 
would  be  rapidly  taken  up.  I  can  only  ex- 
press my  regret  at  the  Bill  being  passed. 

Mr.  HAKUENE.  —  I  will  not  make  many 
remarks  about  the  present  Bill.  I  will,  how- 
ever, refer  to  clause  27.  I  approve  of  that 
clause  entirely.  The  reason  I  approve  of 
that  clause  is  that  many  Natives  have  ap- 
peared before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
and  prayed  the  Committee  to  give  effect  to 
their  petition  asking  that  their  leases  might 
be  renewed  for  a  certain  number  of  yeM8> 
Some  honourable  members  have  said  th-***"*^^ 
Commissioner  will  be  accused  of  fav 
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and  that  charges  will  be  brought  against  him  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  there  need  be  any  fear 
about  that,  because  the  opinion  of  the  Maoris 
^vill  have  to  be  given  in  the  first  place.  Of 
course,  if  the  Commissioner  takes  advantage 
of  the  Maoris,  it  will  be  right  that  charges 
should  be  made  against  him ;  but,  if  he  carries 
out  the  will  of  the  Maoris,  that  will  be  a  very 
good  clause  indeed.  Some  honourable  mem- 
bers have  stated  that  the  power  given  to  the 
Government  is  too  great.  I  cannot  reply  to 
that  objection  at  all.  I  cannot  take  objection 
to  the  Bill  on  that  account,  because  if  the  whole 
power  were  given  to  the  Natives  this  House 
would  not  pass  it.  That  rests  with  the  House. 
I  heartily  approve  of  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  North  said :  "  It  will  be 
well  to  give  this  Bill  a  trial  and  see  what  the 
effect  will  be."  I  said  when  the  Bill  was  first 
brought  before  the  House  that  I  did  not  think 
that  it  would  bo  a  means  of  bringing  great 
prosperity  to  the  Natives ;  but  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  give  it  a  trial.  If  it  is  found  here- 
after that  there  are  objectionable  clauses  they 
can  be  repealed,  and  we  can  improve  the  Act. 
I  also  say  that  I  do  not  think  that  this  Bill 
will  bring  trouble  upon  the  Natives.  If  the 
Bill  fails  in  its  object  the  fault  will  be  that  of 
the  Native  people,  because  it  is  provided  that 
greater  publicity  shall  be  given  to  all  trans- 
actions, whether  the  land  is  being  leased  or 
■old.  In  the  present  state  of  affairs  the  Maoris 
are  too  fond  of  hiding  their  transactions  in  land 
from  their  own  children  and  relatives,  so  that 
they  can  draw  the  money  for  themselves.  It 
is  because  the  Maoris  are  fond  of  doing  this 
that  they  will  raise  objections  to  this  Bill. 
We  know  that  land-purchases,  as  they  have 
been  carried  on  hitherto,  have  enabled  single 
individuals  to  take  the  money  and  spend  it 
themselves  ;  and  very  often  the  land  has  actu- 
ally been  sold  and  all  the  money  spent  before 
the  owners  knew  what  had  become  of  it.  The 
reason  why  I  support  this  Bill  is  that  it  will 
give  the  greatest  publicity  to  all  transactions 
in  Native  land. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — The  amendments  made  by 
the  Legislative  Council  do  not,  in  my  opinion, 
alter  in  any  way  the  objections  of  members  who, 
like  myself,  disagree  with  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  have  the  same  objection  now  that  I  had 
when  speaking  on  another  occasion  against  this 
Bill  and  its  principles.  It  is  a  Bill  which  will 
practically  stop  settlement  in  the  North  Island 
lor  a  considerable  time,  and  will  eventually 
have  to  be  repealed.  The  only  way,  I  believe,  in 
which  this  Bill  will  be  used  will  be  really  in  con- 
ferring pre-emptive  right  on  the  Government ; 
and  so,  in  that  way,  possibly,  some  advantage 
may  be  gained  by  the  colony.  I  do  not  at  all 
agree  with  the  quotations  which  have  been 
made  from  a  newspaper  to  the  effect  that  these 
amendments  upset  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
All  that  the  amendments  do  is  to  give  conces- 
sions to  individuals  who  have  acquired  certain 
rights — which  rights  were  not  recognized  in  the 
Bill  as  it  passed  this  House.  As  now  amended 
I  think  it  gives  reasonable  concessions  in  that 
respect.  I  think  the  Native  Minister  has  been 
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wise  in  agreeing  that  those  ooncessiQzu  shooi 
be  allowed. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  voted  against  this  Wk 
although  I  recognize  in  it  an  honest  eflfflt  a' 
the  part  of  the  Native  Minister  and  this  Qy 
vcmraent  to  deal  with  a  very  difficult  qaestioa. 
But,  from  my  point  of  view,  I  do  not  think  tkj 
measure  is  calculated  to  promote  the  settie^i 
ment  of  the  Native  lands  in  the  North  Island,! 
for  thia  reason :  In  the  first  place,  it  appeals  tsj 
me  to  be  a  measure  which  is  incomprebensiHBi 
to  the  Native  mind ;  and,  in  the  second  pldee,  | 
I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  those  Nalivaj 
who  will  bring  their  land  under  theopei^iai: 
of  the  Act  will  be  at  all  calculated  to  isdoo 
others  to  do  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  that  in  the  27tk 
clause  the  House  is  making  a  great  mistaken 
The  Native  ^linister  told  us  that  the  amea^  \ 
ments  in  this  Bill  had  been,  in  part,  fnmei 
for  the  advantage  of  individuals.  I  that 
that  to  legislate  for  individuals  is  a  most  dafi- 
gcrous  proceeding ;  and  when  I  find  tb&t  Us 
House  is  asked  to  enable,  in  fact,  leases  a 
be  made  for  an  additional  fourteen  years— fOi 
perhaps,  enormous  properties — very  likely  w 
have  no  conception  wnat  we  are  doing.  I  thini, 
therefore,  that  returns  should  be  laid  before  a 
to  show  what  these  leases  are,  and  what^xtenk 
of  land  they  involve.  The  Minister  ought  ts 
have  given  us  some  intimation  of  what  tbs 
real  c^cct  of  our  legislation  would  be ;  and  I 
think  it  is  a  most  unwise  thing  to  try  to  lock 
up  for  fourteen  years  perhaps  an  immense  ex- 
tent of  territory  against  the  occupation  ti 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  at  luge.  I 
think  this  is  legislating  in  the  dark — to  unduly 
and  to  an  enormous  extent  favour  ceriao 
individuals.  Therefore,  as  far  as  I  am  cot- 
cerned,  it  is  on  those  grounds  that  I  haw 
a  positive  and  strong  objection  to  the  Bill. 
I  think  the  House  would  be  acting  "wiselj  '^ 
asking  for  a  return  of  what  these  leases ««. 
We  ought  to  know  the  extent  of  each  lease, 
and  be  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  extent  d 
injury  we  are  inflicting  on  the  colony ;  becaose 
it  is  certain  that  we  are  going  to  give  sooe 
individuals  a  right  which  must  injure  the  rej 
of  the  corhmunity  for  many  years.  I  shouW 
like  to  know  these  particulars  before  I  a^ 
quiesce  in  the  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— In  replying  to  the^ 
jections  which  have  been  made  to  the  amend- 
ments in  the  Bill,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  answer  the  speeches  made  by  hononraw 
members  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  itself :  that  question  has  been  suffidW 
discussed  in  the  various  stages  which  the 
Bill  has  passed  through,  and  it  would  w 
only  repeating  what  has  been  said  ^°^^'.  J 
will  confine  myself  to  the  amendments  whicj 
have  been  made  in  another  place.  Wiw 
regard  to  the  objection  taken  by  the  hono1J^ 
able  member  for  Auckland  East— thai  claitf^ 
28  gives  a  renewal  of  lease  for  a  tenn  noj 
exceeding  fourteen  years,  with  the  consent » 
the  Native  owners  and  the  approval  of  tw 
Commissioner — I  think  that  is  not  an  ineqni*" 
able  provision.    I  think  the  House  will  a^ 
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Minister  what  is  the  meaning  of  tho  term 
**  valid  lease,"  in  the  o7th  clause.  Does  it 
mean  a  lawful  lease,  such  as  the  law  allows 
to  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  BALLANGE.— My  reading  of  it  is  that 
it  means  a  legal  lease.  Members  of  the  legal 
profession  may  put  a  different  interpretation 
on  it.  I  think  that  part  of  the  Bill  stands 
as  it  passed  this  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man have  some  words  put  in  to  show  that  it 
does  mean  a  legal  lease  ? 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  think  what  fell  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Waipawa  must  satisfy 
ever)'  northern  member,  at  all  events  —  I  do 
not  suppose  that  it  is  possible  to  satisfy 
soathem  members  on  the  subject — that  it  is 
Tery  difficult  in  the  same  Bill  to  suit  the  in- 
terests of  different  provinces,  such  as  Auckland 
and  Hawke's  Bay.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
tiic  honourable  gentleman  has  in  his  mind  par- 
ticular circumstances  which  should  be  provided 
for :  he  argues  from  the  particular  to  the  gene- 
ral, and  asks  for  a  law  which  will  seriously 
injure  Auckland  while  suiting  particular  con- 
ditions that  may  exist  in  Hawke's  Bay.  I  do 
not  know  anything  of  those  particular  condi- 
tions to  which  the  honourable  member  refers, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  Parliament,  in 
passing  an  Act  to  meet  particular  cases,  has 
been  careless  of  the  interests  of  the  Province 
of  Auckland,  which  has  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  affected  for  every  one  that  is  affected 
in  Hawke's  Bay.  Indeed,  this  Bill  affects  the 
Province  of  Auckland  almost  exclusively,  if  I 
may  use  that  term  in  a  broad  sense.  It  is  there 
that  the  Native  land  mostly  exists,  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  there  are  very  few  incompletatrans- 
actions  in  Native  land,  and  such  an  Act  was  not 
required  there  at  all.  I  believe  that  if  the  Na- 
tive Minister  had,  instead  of  passing  this  Act, 
amended  the  regulations,  if  proper  precautions 
had  been  taken  to  see  that  the  Natives  knew 
what  they  were  signing,  and  that  the  deeds 
were  written  in  Maori  as  well  as  in  English,  if 
proper  provision  had  been  made  for  witnessing 
the  signatures  of  Natives,  and  if  we  had  put  an 
end  to  the  wretched  practice  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  being  carried  about  to  do  the  thing  by 
contract  or  by  the  job — I  say  if  we  had  made 
regulations  to  rectify  these  things  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  any  new  Act  at  all.  We 
sLould,  by  tliat  means,  have  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  practices  which  have  caused  the  evil  in 
the  past  in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  at  any 
rate.  All  that  was  wanted  was  not  a  change 
in  the  law,  but  a  proper  administration  of  the 
hiw.  The  only  amendment  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  of  any  consequence  is  that  which  has 
been  made  in  the  17th  section,  and  sets  forth 
that  assent,  once  given,  shall  not  be  revoked — 
that  is  to  say,  that,  whenever  a  Native  assents 
to  his  land  being  brought  under  this  Act,  he 
has  parted  with  all  control  over  it  for  ever. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  Well,  I  take  that  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  amendment,  notwithstanding 
my  honourable  friend's  objection  to  my  inter- 
pretation; and  I  ^all  be  glad  to  be  shown 


that  I  am  wrong.  What  I  fear  is  that  the 
Natives  will  take  advantage  of  this  Act  to 
lock  up  their  land  altogether,  and  I  under- 
stand that  they  contemplate  doing  so.  They 
will  use  this  Act  to  get  rid  of  the  European 
purchaser,  and  then  will  only  have  to  deal  with 
the  Government,  whose  efforts  to  get  land  they 
vainly  think  it  will  be  easy  to  defeat.  I  am 
afraid  that  one  result  of  the  Bill  will  bo  to 
create  a  struggle  in  this  sense  between  them 
and  the  Government,  to  stop  settlement,  to  stop 
colonization,  and  to  stop  the  settlement  of 
Native  land  altogether  for  a  time  in  tho  Auck- 
land Province. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCXLAND.— With  most  of  these 
amendments  I  agree,  because  they  go  somewhat 
in  the  direction  of  removing  the  objections  that 
I  previously  took  to  the  Bill.  The  amendment 
to  section  17  removes  a  doubt  which  I  pointed 
out  existed.  No  doubt  it  was  the  intention  that 
assent,  once  given,  could  not  be  withdrawn. 
That  has  been  made  clear ;  but  under  clause  20 
Natives  may  sell  to  tho  Government  whether 
the  assent  is  final  or  not.  I  look  upon  the  Bill, 
as  it  now  comes  before  us,  aa  an  improvement ; 
but  the  improvements  do  not  alter  my  opinion 
as  to  the  general  undesirability  of  passing  such 
a  Bill.  There  is  one  rather  peculiar  thing^ 
about  clause  21.  It  is  an  illustration,  to  my 
mind,  of  the  old  adage,  "  Too  many  cooks  spoil 
the  broth."  It  is  there  provided  that  Na- 
tives who  have  any  interest  in  a  block  of 
land  may  sell  to  one  another,  so  long  as  tho 
purchasers  are  not  Committeemen  ;  but  land 
that  has  been  so  sold  can  only  be  dealt  with 
under  clause  29,  so  that,  if  the  Natives  want 
to  prevent  the  purchase  of  land,  they  havo 
only  to  interchange  with  one  another,  and  then 
the  Government  cannot  buy  it.  I  fancy  that 
that  clause  requires  a  little  amendment.  Gene- 
rally, the  amendments  go  in  the  direction  of 
my  views  ;  and  I  hope  the  measure  will  work. 
If  it  does  not  work  well,  if  it  has  the  effect  of 
stopping  settlement,  then  the  sooner  we  repeal 
it  the  better. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— When  this  Bill  was  pre- 
viously before  the  House  I  stated  my  objec- 
tions to  it  in  detail ;  and,  though  there  have 
been  considerable  improvements  made  since, 
my  objection  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  still 
exists.  However,  I  am  not  going  to  detain 
the  House  upon  it  at  this  stage ;  but  I  wish  to 
state  my  agreement  with  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell  that  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  will  be  to  seriously  prevent  the 
settlement  of  Native  land  which  otherwise 
would  be  rapidly  taken  up.  I  can  only  ex- 
press my  regret  at  the  Bill  being  passed. 

Mr.  HAKUENE.  —  I  will  not  make  many 
remarks  about  the  present  Bill.  I  will,  how- 
ever, refer  to  clause  27.  I  approve  of  that 
clause  entirely.  The  reason  I  approve  of 
that  clause  is  that  many  Natives  have  ap- 
peared before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
and  prayed  the  Committee  to  give  effect  to 
their  petition  asking  that  their  leases  might 
be  renewed  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
Some  honourable  members  have  said  that  the 
Commissioner  will  be  accused  of  favouritism. 
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character.  I  may  t^Ay  again  now,  an  I  said  on 
tlio  second  reading  and  on  the  third  reading, 
that  I  believe  the  measure  will  be  hailed  with 
pleasure  by  the  Natives  throughout  the  whole 
country,  and  that  they  will  largely  avail  them- 
selves of  its  provisions.  I  therefore  beg  to 
move,  That  the  amendments  be  agreed  to. 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  COUIIT  BILL. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — I  will  explain  the  amend- 
ments tliat  have  bcoii  made  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  in  this  Bill  on  the  same  principle 
that  I  adopted  in  explaining  those  that  were 
made  in  the  Nativu  Land  Administration 
Bill.  The  amendments  of  a  verbal  character 
which  have  been  made  seem  to  mc  to  improve 
the  working  of  the  Bill,  and  to  make  its  pro- 
visions more  clear ;  so  I  will  say  nothing  about 
them.  But  there  are  one  or  two  of  a  more  im- 
portant character,  which  go  much  farther,  and 
modify  the  law  as  it  at  present  exists,  and  these 
I  will  explain.  Honourable  members  have 
hoard  of  *<  a  lawyers'  clause.'*  Now,  in  this  case 
the  '*  lawyers'  clause  "  has  had  a  very  strange 
experience.  It  was  not  in  the  Bill  as  originally 
introduced,  but  it  was  inserted  in  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  of  this  House.  The  Com- 
mittee struck  out  another  clause  giving  power 
to  the  Court  to  admit  lawyers  to  practise. 
That  clause  was  as  follows : — 

"It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
appear  or  be  assisted  in  Court  by  counsel  or 
agent  without  the  assent  of  the  presiding  Judge 
first  obtained,  and  which  assent  may  be  at  any 
time  withdrawn. 

**  With  and  during  the  continuance  of  such 
assent  such  appearance  and  assistance  may  be 
had." 

Instead  of  that  clause  the  Committee  in- 
serted another,  providing  that  no  lawyer  should 
bo  admitted  to  practise  in  the  Court;  but,  by 
some  curious  error,  both  clauses  came  down  to 
the  House,  the  Bill  passed  through  Committee, 
and  the  error  was  not  even  then  seen,  nor  was 
it  noticed  until  the  Bill  had  passed.  I  called 
attention  to  this  fact  when  the  Bill  went  to 
another  place;  and,  strange  to  say,  the  Bill 
passed  there  with  both  the  prohibitory  and  the 
permissive  clauses  in  it.  They  are  clauses  64 
and  65.  I,  of  course,  felt  bound  to  have  this 
rectified,  and  requested  that  the  Bill  might 
be  recommitted;  but,  instead  of  striking  out 
clause  65,  which  permits  lawyers  to  practise, 
the  Council  struck  out  clause  64,  which  pro- 
hibited their  practising.  The  question  now 
arises  whether  we  should  accept  that  amend- 
ment or  not ;  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  why  it 
should  be  accepted.  Were  it  not  that  we  have 
passed  the  Native  Land  Administration  Bill  I 
should  think  differently ;  but  I  think  we  can 
now  accept  the  provision  in  question.  The 
Natives,  I  admit,  have  almost  unanimously 
objected  to  lawyers  appearing  in  Court;  but 
lawyers  do  quite  as  much  mischief  outside  the 
Court  as  they  do  in  it,  because  inside  the  Court 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility 
attached  to  their  action.  But,  since  the  Ad- 
ministration Bill  has  passed,  tliere  will  not  be 
Mr.  Ballance 


the  same  European  influence  b^iind  thi 
chasers;   and  therefore  I  do  not  think 
will   be  much  harm  in    allowing  lawyeo 
practise  in  the  Court.     I   am,  oooaeqi 
prepared  to  accept  the  amendment  insde 
the  Legislative  Council,  the  effect  of  whidi, 
that  the  Court  shall  have  discretion  to 
law^-ers  to  practise.    I  now  pass  on  to 
114,  which  means  this  :  Under  the  Act  of 
the  Court  was  supposed  to  have  power  to 
divide  land    whore    Crown    grants  had  ' 
ii-'sued,  but  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that 
Native  Land  Court  had  not  that  power, 
we  brought  in  the  Act  of  1882,  which  i 
posed  to  confer  the  power;  but,  eventtei,^ 
was  found,  on  the  matter  being  referred  to  ' 
Supreme  Court,  that  the  provision  did  not 
the  Native  Land  Court  power  to  subdiv^ 
land.    The  object  of  tins  clause  is  to  vs&t' 
the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  ostein 
There  is  another  clause  at  the  end  of  ^ 
which  says, — 

**  A  conveyance  or  lease  of  land  not  hM 
under  Crown  grant,  or  of  any  estate  or  intsni 
therein,  except  and  until  prohibited  by  iM^ 
shall  be  as  effectual  to  vest  in  a  grantee  d 
lessee  the  estate  purporting  to  be  so  assa  * 
as  it  would  if  such  land  were  held  by  Croi 
grant." 

This  is  to  enable  titles  to  be  given  pendf^l 
the  bringing  into  operation  of  the  Native  Laai 
Administration  Bill.  In  clause  115  there  is  a 
provision  which  brings  the  Act  into  force  it 
once  ;  and  this  is  of  some  importance,  t>fic*^ 
it  at  once  repeals  certain  clauses  of  the  Adoti 
1883,  which  provide  that  yon  shall  not  iai 
with  the  land  for  forty  days  after  it  has  psssel , 
through  the  Court.  The  question  is,  whedMT: 
this  provision  should  come  into  force  st  Qcce; ! 
but  it  appears  to  me  that,  as  the  most  valnaUi ' 
blocks  of  land  which  have  paraed  through  te 
Court  are  now  under  proclamation,  there  s 
no  serious  objection  to  the  amendment  I 
therefore  beg  to  move,  That  the  amendmodi 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  be  agreed  (a 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  should  like  to  iiiie 
my  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Hinii^ 
in  relation  to  the  amendments  in  clauses  61 
and  65.  If  there  has  been  one  abase  greatff 
than  another  in  the  Native  Land  Court  theft 
is  no  doubt  that  it  has  arisen  from  the  Fee- 
sence  of  lawyers ;  and  the  reason  given  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  accepting  the  amend- 
ment is  of  a  most  singular  description.  "Hm 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  matter  of  bringiflj 
lawyers  into  Court.  The  honourable  genll^ 
man  says  that  the  evil  which  arose  from  law- 
yers appearing  in  Court  arose  from  the  fac* 
that  Europeans  were  inspiring  lawyers  in  rela- 
tion to  cases  before  it.  Now,  that  is  not  tbe 
case  at  all.  The  fact  is  that  the  Native  claio- 
ants  in  the  Court  directly  paid  these  lawyeB» 
and  were  directly  cheated  by  them.  There  is» 
doubt  about  it.  There  is  a  petition  now  befcw 
the  House  to  which  I  might  refer.  I  do  »» 
say  that  the  statements  in  it  are  true  with  nr 
gard  to  that  particular  lawyer  or  with  regan 
to  that  particular  case,  but  I  have  no  dooM 
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iqr  lepresent  a  whole  class  of  oases.  Here 
» lawyer  got  £750  to  obtain  the  rehearing  of 
I  case,  and  to  pay  the  expenses ;  but  the 
Mw^ring  was  never  applied  for  and  never  took 
«e,  and  the  Natives,  having  paid  the  money, 
$  nothing  for  it.  And  yet,  I  understand, 
ire  is  no  way  of  getting  at  such  lawyers  and 
ildng  them  disgorge,  or  striking  them  oil  the 
1b.  There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  or  in  any 
ler  to  enable  punishment  to  be  meted  out  to 
fth  transparent  offenders.  The  Native  Affairs 
Dunittee  was  very  particular  with  regard  to 
is.  clause.  They  went  into  the  whole  case, 
th  the  Minister  present,  and  deliberately 
nek  out  the  clause  which  had  been  proposed, 
d  which  we  now  find  in  the  Bill,  enabling 
vyers  to  be  employed.  I  am  astonished  that 
B  Minister  should  agree  to  accept  this  amend- 
•nt.  It  means  absolute  robbery  of  the  Na- 
m  race,  and  the  absence  of  Europeans  to 
ith  land  through  the  Court  in  no  way  modifies 
fi  evil  under  the  clause  as  it  stands. 
Mr.  TE  AO. — I  wish  to  draw  attention  to 
KOfles  64  and  65.  I  made  an  objection  to 
lat  provision  before — I  mean  with  regard  to 
tting  the  lavTyers  practise  in  the  Land  Court. 
hope  the  lawyers  will  not  be  allowed  to  ap- 
MT  in  the  Court.  They  bring  a  great  deal  of 
Duble  upon  the  Natives  when  they  appear  in 
Wit.  The  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
fefi  said  that  he  heard  of  one  case  where 
ID  legal  gentleman  got  £702  to  take  steps 
}  obtain  a  rehearing,  but  that  he  never 
lade  the  application,  and  the  rehearing  had 
ever  taken  place.  That  is  a  very  serious 
barge  indeed.  I  often  have  charges  te  bring 
fjujxst  people  of  our  own  race,  who  some- 
mes  act  as  counsel  for  Natives.  I  mean 
eople  who  set  up  to  act  as  counsel,  although 
bey  have  no  interest  in  the  land.  I  think 
bat  cases  in  Court  should  be  conducted  only 
J  the  people  who  are  claimants.  Some  of  the 
leople  of  our  own  race  are  in  the  habit  of  de- 
nving  the  Maoris,  and  getting  them  to  hand 

0  them  the  conduct  of  their  cases ;  and  the 
ml  owners  of  the  land  are  put  to  great  ex- 
Mose  m  paying  those  people.  I  approve  of  an 
Bioeption  being  made  in  cases  where  women 
Itt  claimants,  or  in  the  case  of  people  suffer- 
Dg  from  any  infirmity,  who  are  not  able  them- 
lelves  to  conduct  their  cases.  I  am  very  sorry 
ihat,  when  I  had  the  opportunity  previously,  I 
lid  not  move  for  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in 
Siis  Bill  providing  that  all  applications  for 
ttbeaiing  should  be  dealt  with  by  an  inde- 
pendent tribunal — I  mean,  to  have  it  taken 
B&tirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Judge ; 
because  the  House  is  well  aware  that  constant 
Bomplaints  are  brought  to  this  House  from 
Natives,  where  Natives  have  prayed  for  rehear- 
iDgB ;  and  this  House  can  give  them  no  redress 
Voatever.     In  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 

1  found  that  we  had  no  power  to  grant  the 
pKayeis  of  such  p|etitions.  I  hofie  the  Govem- 
JDent  will  bear  tnis  matter  in  mind,  and  see  if 
tt  is  possible  to  set  up  some  independent  tci- 
Innal  to  deal  with  questions  of  rehearing. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Of  course  I  may  say 
I  Imow  little  about  this  question ;  but  I  see 


in  new  clause  114  a  provision  that  would  be- 
considered  very  extraordinary  if  it  applied  to 
anything  else  but  Maori  land,  and  the  Minister 
has  not  explained  it.    It  is  to  this  effect : — 

*'Tho  several  orders  for  division  of  lands 
granted  under  *  The  Poverty  Bay  Grants 
Act,  1869,'  made  by  Judge  Halse,  without 
opposition,  at  the  time  of  hearing  by  the 
Native  Land  Court,  under  the  provisions  of 
*  The  Native  Land  Act,  1873,'  and  amend- 
ments thereto,  and  by  Judges  O'Brien  and 
Williams  when  acting  under  section  eight 
of  *  The  Native  Land  Acts  Amendment  Aot, 
1882,'  shall  be,  and  be  deemed  to  have  been 
from  the  date  of  such  orders,  as  valid  and 
effectual  as  if  the  Native  Land  Court  had  at 
the  time  of  the  making  of  such  orders  full 
jurisdiction  to  divide  or  award  land  so  granted 
as  aforesaid." 

It  seems,  according  to  that  clause,  that  there 
was  not  full  jurisdiction  to  make  these  grants ; 
and  this  clause  is  put  in  to  validate  that  which 
has  been  done  without  the  authority  of  law.. 
It  may  be  quite  right,  and  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  Native  Minister  looked  into  it,  and  that 
those  who  brought  it  forward  in  the  Upper 
House  have  also  given  it  consideration,  and 
understand  it ;  but  we  are  here  to  give  our 
votes  on  this  and  to  approve  of  it,  and  how  can 
we  know  anything  about  this?  It  is  retro- 
spective in  its  operation,  and  makes  valid  that 
which  really  was  not  valid.  I  think  the  Minis- 
ter should  explain  that  to  us,  because  it  is  very 
questionable  whether  members  of  this  House* 
should  not  pay  more  attention  to  the  measures 
affecting  Native  land  than  they  have  gene- 
rally devoted  to  them.  We  have  Bills  on  the 
subject,  refer  them  to  the  Native  Affairs -Com- 
mittee, that  Committee  brings  down  amend- 
ments to  the  House,  and  we  take  it  for  granted 
that  those  amendments  are  right ;  but  members- 
generally  know  nothing  about  it.  It  appears- 
that  now  we  are  going  to  make  legal  that 
which  is  not  legal  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
do  not  know  to  what  extent  we  are  doing  that. 
I  would  ask  the  Minister  to  give  us  some 
explanation  of  this. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.—I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so ; 
but  I  thought  the  explanation  I  had  already 
given  was  satisfactory.  There  were  provisions 
in  the  Act  of  1873  and  1882  which  were  sup« 
posed  to  do  this  very  thing — to  give  power 
to  the  Native  Land  Court  to  subdivide  the 
lands ;  but  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the 
sections  did  not  give  that  power. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— I  quite  agree  with, 
all  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Taranaki  regarding  the  introduction 
of  lawyers  into  the  Native  Land  Courts.  The 
matter  was  often  brought  before  this  House 
some  years  ago,  and  the  law  was  altered  in- 
order  to  remedy  what  was  felt  to  be  very  in- 
jurious to  the  Natives.  We  have  heard  that  the 
Native  Land  Court  Judges  themselves  state 
that  the  Courts  are  much  better  without  law- 
yers, and  that  they  would  be  very  sorry  indeed 
to  see  lawyers  again  admitted  into  the  Courts. 
I  would  therefore  move,  by  way  of  amendzQH^^ 
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That  all  the  amendments  be  agreed  to,  with  the 
exception  of  that  in  clause  G4. 

Mr.  BALLA:NCP:.— Sir,  I  will  continue  my 
•explanation.  I  may  say  that  in  1B82  the  at- 
tempt was  mode  to  remedy  a  defect  that  was 
found  to  exist  in  the  Act  of  1873,  and  to 
give  power  to  the  Court  to  subdivide  the  land. 
Strange  to  say,  the  section  which  was  intended 
to  supplement  the  Act  of  1873  missed  its  point, 
and  power  was  not  given,  although  in  both  Acts 
it  was  intended  to  give  power  to  subdivide 
•Crown-granted  land.  This  provision  is  simply 
to  remedy  that  defect.  Now  with  regard  to  the 
lawyers'  clause.  I  would  like  to  say,  in  refer- 
ence to  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  as  to  the  Judges  objecting 
to  lawyers  being  in  the  Courts,  that  I  distinctly 
put  the  question  to  the  Chief  Judge  as  to 
whether  this  was  so  or  not — because  it  had 
been  so  alleged;  and  his  answer  to  me  was 
that  the  business  of  the  Court  would  be  very 
much  better  conducted  in  the  interest  of  all 
parties  if  lawyers  were  allowed  to  appear  in 
Court,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Court;  and  that  is  exactly  the  power 
clause  Go  confers. 

Colonel  TKIMBLE.— At  what  date  ? 

Mr.  BALL.4NCE.— Quite  recently.  I  have 
asked  within  the  last  fortnight,  and  that  was 
the  opinion  the  Chief  Judge  gave  me — aji 
opinion  I  am  sure  he  is  prepared  to  repeat. 
The  clause  provides, — 

*'It  Khali  not  bo  lawful  for  any  person  to 
appear  or  be  assisted  in  Court  by  counsel  or 
agent  without  the  assent  of  the  presiding 
Judge  first  obtained,  and  which  assent  may  be 
at  any  time  withdrawn. 

**  With  and  during  the  continuance  of  such 
Assent  such  appearance  and  assistance  may  be 
had." 

Sir,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  think  the  Court 
must  be  and  ought  to  be  the  guardian  of  its 
own  proceedings.  I  admit  that  where  Euro- 
peans were  concerned  in  Native  titles  enor- 
mous pressure  was  brought  to  bear,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  prohibition  was  then 
Advisable  ;  but  the  law  has  been  altered  in  that 
respect,  and,  since  Europeans  cannot  interfere 
with  Native  titles,  I  think  the  Court  should 
xegulato  its  own  proceedings.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  other  objection  has  been  raised.  I 
was  not  at  all  inclined  to  object  to  the  clause 
when  the  honourable  member,  in  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  moved  that  it  be  inserted. 
My  own  impression  is  that  no  harm  will  be 
-done  by  it. 

Mr.  BKYCE.— I  do  not  want  to  "  draw  " 
the  honourable  gentleman,  because  I  recognize 
that  the  Minister,  in  a  case  like  this,  ought  to 
have  the  right  of  reply.  I  simply  wish  to  say 
that  this  matter  was  discussed  at  considerable 
length  by  the  House  when  I  was  in  the  un- 
iortunate  position  of  having  to  conduct  a  Bill 
through  the  House  against  the  legal  profession, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  inclined  to  rediscuss  it 
just  now.  I  wanted  to  say,  however,  that 
the  Chief  Judge,  unless  my  recollection  fails 
me  altogether,  did  say,  in  his  evidence,  that 
the  Court  could  get  on  perfectly  well  without 
Iff.  /.  W.  Thmam 


the  assistance  of  lawyers,  and  better, 
than  with  that  assistance.     I  give  that 
recollection.    If   the   evidence   has  been 
corded,  I  am  willing  to  abide    bj  what 
report  of  the  evidence  says. 

Jilr.  BALLANCE.  —  I  said  nothing 
what  was  contained  in  the  evidence.  I^ 
not  hear  it.  The  honourable  genllemas  a 
have  misunderstood  me.  I  said  nothing  d 
what  the  Chief  Judge  said  to  the  Native  if 
Committee ;  but  I  said  that  the  Chief  Ja 
told  me,  within  the  last  fortnight,  that 
agreed  with  clause  65,  and  could  see  no  b 
in  it. 

Mr.  BR YCE.— Perhaps  he  said  that  in  H 
of  the  change  of  the  law.  If  so,  of  coozsa '' 
accounts  for  it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  hope  the  honoozable  o 
her  for  Clutha  will  not  press  his  amendBM 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  clause  intiodaoci 
another  place  gives  power  to  the  Judge  to  fl 
hi  bit  the  appearance  of  counsel  or  to  satboa 
it :  in  fact,  it  is  framed  in  sach  a  w&jiil 
make  it  somewhat  exceptional  to  authoziKfl 
appearance  of  lawyers.  I  do  not  know,  n 
bably,  much  more  of  the  effect  of  the  ipM 
ance  of  professional  men  in  such  Courts  n 
docs  the  honourable  member  for  Clatlial 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  arlj 
much  as  the  honourable  member  for  WaiuM 
docs  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Judge  nl^ 
presides  over  the  Court,  who  has  invited  i 
him  such  great  powers — especially  in  socilj 
peculiar  Court,  where,  necessarily,  the  z«pa4 
are  very  imperfect,  and  where  the  Jndge  ^ 
presides  is  able  to  decide  yarioas  dehcat^paoM 
without  any  possible  efficient  provision  lor^ 
peal — it  does  seem  to  me  that  such  a  Js4p 
should  have  the  power  of  regulating  theftt^ 
cedure  of  the  Court  on  such  a  point  as  tki^ 
and  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  allow  la»7* 
to  appear  before  him.  The  honourable  mo^ 
her  for  Taranaki  has  spoken  very  stKmgJy  « 
the  subject.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  speaJoU 
strongly ;  and  during  the  last  session  he  btf 
spoken  in  a  somewhat  intemperate  manner  it 
respect  of  deaJings  with  regard  to  Native  landL 
I  think,  however,  that,  bad  as  has  been  Ai 
manner  in  which  some  members  of  thel6flil 
profession  have  dealt  with  the  Natives  in  ni 
past,  it  never  has  been  worse  than  the  manoK 
in  which  many  of  the  Native  agents,  Maoa 
themselves,  have  dealt  with  their  fellow-coet' 
trymen;  and  if  the  Judge  exercises  pitips 
discretion,  and  prevents  persons  who  bad^ 
conduct  themselves  from  appearmg  in  thosi 
Courts — lawyers  who  have  misconducted  thaa- 
selves  and  treated  the  Maoris  unfairly— I  ■« 
sure  the  employment  of  educated,  trained  nai, 
accustomed  to  the  sifting  of  evidence  aztd  tin 
interpretation  of  Acts,  must  greatly  facilitaH 
the  transaction  of  the  business  that  comes  be- 
fore the  Court.  I  hope  the  honourable  men- 
her  for  Taranaki  will  not  draw  his  condnsiai 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  business  should  m 
transacted  in  such  proceedings  from  his  t^^ 
ence  in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  TDfn 
is  no  analogy  between  the  investiffations  of  tbs 
two  tribunals ;  and  I  can  well  belieTa  tbafttiM 
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ihey  lepresent  a  whole  class  of  cases.  Here 
the  lawyer  got  £750  to  obtain  the  rehearing  of 
the  case,  and  to  pay  the  expenses ;  but  the 
rehearing  was  never  applied  for  and  never  took 
place,  and  the  Natives,  having  paid  the  money, 
got  nothing  for  it.  And  yet,  I  understand, 
(here  is  no  way  of  getting  at  such  lawyers  and 
nuking  thorn  disgorge,  or  striking  them  oS  the 
rolls.  There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  or  in  any 
other  to  enable  punishment  to  be  meted  out  to 
such  transparent  offenders.  The  Native  Affairs 
Committee  was  very  particular  with  regard  to 
this,  clause.  They  went  into  the  whole  case, 
with  the  Minister  present,  and  deliberately 
Btmck  out  the  clause  which  had  been  proposed, 
ADd  which  we  now  find  in  the  Bill,  enabling 
lawyers  to  be  employed.  I  am  astonished  that 
the  Minister  should  agree  to  accept  this  amend- 
ment. It  means  absolute  robbery  of  the  Na- 
tive race,  and  the  absence  of  Europeans  to 
posh  land  through  the  Court  in  no  way  modifies 
the  evil  under  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  TE  AO.— I  wish  to  draw  attention  to 
clauses  64  and  65.  I  made  an  objection  to 
that  provision  before — I  mean  with  regard  to 
letting  the  lawyers  practise  in  the  Land  Court. 
I  hope  the  lawyers  will  not  be  allowed  to  ap- 
pear in  the  Court.  They  bring  a  great  deal  of 
troable  upon  the  Natives  when  they  appear  in 
Court.  The  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
has  said  that  he  heard  of  one  case  where 
the  legal  gentleman  got  £702  to  take  steps 
to  obtain  a  rehearing,  but  that  he  never 
made  the  application,  and  the  rehearing  had 
never  taken  place.  That  is  a  very  serious 
chaige  indeed.  I  often  have  charges  te  bring 
against  people  of  our  own  race,  who  some- 
times act  as  counsel  for  Natives.  I  mean 
people  who  set  up  to  act  as  counsel,  although 
they  have  no  interest  in  the  land.  I  think 
that  cases  in  Court  should  be  conducted  only 
by  the  people  who  are  claimants.  Some  of  the 
people  of  our  own  race  are  in  the  habit  of  de- 
ceiving the  Maoris,  and  getting  them  to  hand 
to  them  the  conduct  of  their  cases ;  and  the 
real  owners  of  the  land  are  put  to  great  ex- 
pense in  paying  those  people.  I  approve  of  an 
exception  being  made  in  cases  where  women 
are  claimants,  or  in  the  case  of  people  suffer- 
ing from  any  infirmity,  who  are  not  able  them- 
selves to  conduct  their  cases.  I  am  very  sorry 
that,  when  I  had  the  opportunity  previously,  I 
did  not  move  for  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in 
this  Bill  providing  that  all  applications  for 
rehearing  should  be  dealt  with  by  an  inde- 
pendent tribunal — I  mean,  to  have  it  taken 
entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Judge ; 
because  the  House  is  well  aware  that  constant 
complaints  are  brought  to  this  House  from 
Natives,  where  Natives  have  prayed  for  rehear- 
ings ;  and  this  House  can  give  them  no  redress 
whatever.  In  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
I  found  that  we  had  no  power  to  grant  the 
prayers  of  such  petitions.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  bear  this  matter  in  mind,  and  see  if 
it  is  possible  to  set  up  some  independent  tri- 
bunal to  deal  with  questions  of  rehearing. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Of  course  I  may  say 
I  know  little  about  this  question ;  but  I  see 


in  new  clause  114  a  provision  that  would  be 
considered  very  extraordinary  if  it  applied  to 
anything  else  but  Maori  land,  and  the  Minister 
has  nob  explained  it.    It  is  to  this  effect : — 

*'  The  several  orders  for  division  of  lands 
granted  under  *  The  Poverty  Bay  Grants 
Act,  1869,'  made  by  Judge  Halse,  without 
opposition,  at  the  time  of  hearing  by  the 
Native  Land  Court,  under  the  provisions  of 
'  The  Native  Land  Act,  1873,'  and  amend- 
ments thereto,  and  by  Judges  O'Brien  and 
Williams  when  acting  under  section  eight 
of  *  The  Native  Land  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1882,'  shall  be,  and  be  deemed  to  have  been 
from  the  date  of  such  orders,  as  valid  and 
effectual  as  if  the  Native  Land  Court  had  at 
the  time  of  the  making  of  such  orders  full 
jurisdiction  to  divide  or  award  land  so  granted 
as  aforesaid." 

It  seems,  according  to  that  clause,  that  there 
was  not  full  jurisdiction  to  make  these  grants ; 
and  this  clause  is  put  in  to  validate  that  which 
has  been  done  without  the  authority  of  law.. 
It  may  be  quite  right,  and  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  Native  Minister  looked  into  it,  and  that 
those  who  brought  it  forward  in  the  Upper 
House  have  also  given  it  consideration,  and 
understand  it ;  but  we  are  here  to  give  our 
votes  on  this  and  to  approve  of  it,  and  how  can 
we  know  anything  about  this?  It  is  retro- 
spective in  its  operation,  and  makes  valid  that 
which  really  was  not  valid.  I  think  the  Minis- 
ter should  explain  that  to  us,  because  it  is  very 
questionable  whether  members  of  this  House- 
should  not  pay  more  attention  to  the  measures 
affecting  Native  land  than  they  have  gene- 
rally devoted  to  them.  We  have  Bills  on  the 
subject,  refer  them  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, that  Committee  brings  down  amend- 
ments to  the  House,  and  we  take  it  for  granted 
that  those  amendments  are  right ;  but  members, 
generally  know  nothing  about  it.  It  appears, 
that  now  we  are  going  to  make  legal  that 
which  is  not  legal  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
do  not  know  to  what  extent  we  are  doing  that. 
I  would  ask  the  Minister  to  give  us  some 
explanation  of  this. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so ; 
but  I  thought  the  explanation  I  had  already 
given  was  satisfactory.  There  were  provisions 
in  the  Act  of  1873  and  1882  which  were  sup- 
posed  to  do  this  very  thing — to  give  power 
to  the  Native  Land  Court  to  subdivide  the 
lands ;  but  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the 
sections  did  not  give  that  power. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— I  quite  agree  with, 
all  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Taranaki  regarding  the  introduction 
of  lawyers  into  tho  Native  Land  Courts.  The 
matter  was  often  brought  before  this  House 
some  years  ago,  and  the  law  was  altered  in^ 
order  to  remedy  what  was  felt  to  be  very  in- 
jurious to  the  Natives.  Wo  have  heard  that  the- 
Native  Land  Court  Judges  themselves  state 
that  tho  Courts  are  much  better  without  law- 
yers, and  that  they  would  be  very  sorry  indeed 
to  see  lawyers  again  admitted  into  the  Courts. 
I  would  therefore  move,  by  way  of  amendment^ 
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ledge  of  the  Native  Land  Actg  and  Native  cus- 
toms, it  is  indispensably  necessary,  in  order 
to  do  a  large  amount  of  business  among  the 
Natives,  that  a  lawyer  should  be  familiar  with 
the  Native  language.  The  only  lawyers  who 
have  hitherto  done  any  business  to  any  extent 
in  the  Native  Land  Courts  liave  been  those 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  Native  language. 
It  has  been  a  monopoly,  and,  like  all  mono- 
polies, it  has  been  attended  with  evils.  The 
Ianguaj?e  used  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki  with  regard  to  tlic  conduct  of  certain 
lawyers  practising  in  certain  Native  Land 
Courts  has  not  been  in  the  slij^htcst  degree  ex- 
aggerated. I  would  give  anotlier  reason  why  I 
think  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  should  be  adopted  :  in  a<lopting 
that  amendment  we  should  really  be  following 
out  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
this  House.  In  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
this  clause,  which  was  struck  out  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  was  put  in,  after  much  considera- 
tion ;  and  merely  by  an  error  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Native  Aflairs  Committee  the  subsequent 
clause,  C6,  was  not  marked  as  stnick  out. 
When  measures  come  on  for  consideration  in 
Committee  of  t!ie  whole  House  the  custom 
is  that  new  clauses  and  clauses  wliich  have 
been  altered  are  considered ;  but  the  other 
tslauses  are  only  mentioned  by  their  numbers ; 
and  not  even  the  siile-notcs  are  read  in  the 
•case  of  consolidation  liills.  Now,  when  this 
Bill  was  in  Coniniittec,  clause  G4  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  whole  clause  v.as  care- 
fully considered,  and  after  that  full  considera- 
tion it  was  passed  by  the  Committee.  But 
•when  we  came  to  clause  GG  the  Chairman  put 
the  question  **  That  clause  GG  be  a  clause  of 
'the  Bill,"  and  nobody  looked  at  the  clause, 
because  all  thought  it  was  an  old  clause  that 
"had  been  there  from  time  immemorial,  and 
there  was  no  attempt  to  alter  it.  Therefore 
there  are  three  strong  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  amendment :  first,  that  it  is  an  adjnitted 
evil  to  allow  lawyers  to  practise  in  these 
Courts  ;  secondly,  that  that  is  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  Native  AfTaii*s  Committee  ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this 
House.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Native  Minister 
should  have  allowed  any  influence  to  be 
brought  to  bear  through  which  the  other  House 
agreed,  or  his  colleagues  agreed,  and  he  ap- 
pears inclined  to  agree  in  this  House,  that 
the  clause  should  bo  altered.  I  do  not  think 
that  alteration  represents  the  feeling  of  this 
House,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutlui  will  push  his  amend- 
ment to  a  division,  and  that  the  House  will 
carry  it. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  shall  support  the  amend- 
ment. The  decision  to  exclude  lawyei*s  from 
practising  in  the  Native  Land  Court  was  only 
arrived  at  after  very  careful  deliberation  by  the 
House,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  re- 
quire very  strong  representations  to  be  made 
against  that  course  before  we  consented  to  go 
back  to  the  old  practice.  Some  honourable 
members  have  spoken  as  if  there  was  a  restric- 
tion as  to  the  employment  of  lawyers  in  the 
Mr.  Coiiolly 


Court  before.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  i 
tion  existing  before  the  passing  of  the  i 
Act.  The  old  practice  simply  resulted  in  t 
that  several  lawyers  who  devoted  special  s 
tion  to  Native -land  matcen;  got  virtaalhj 
monopoly  of  the  business.  The  general  I 
of  the  profession  were  not  prevented  from  j 
tising  in  the  Courts ;  but,  on  accoonc  of  1 
devoting  special  attention  to  it,  a  very  few  g 
practicaJly,  the  whole  of  the  busines.  It  1 
been  suggested  that  the  Judges  would  : 
rally  be  averse  to  the  appearance  of  Uwyenl 
the  Court ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  i 
quite  the  other  way.  It  seems  to  me  that  1 
Judges  would  be  very  willing  to  accept  of  i 
assistance  of  lawyers  in  the  Court,  ontl  woi 
be  likely  to  follow  their  advice.  If  onc€  t^ 
clause  now  proposed  were  passed,  the  Coail 
would  never  think  of  taking  exception  to  a 
employment  of  lawyers.  Considering  the  eril^ 
which  have  arisen  in  the  past  through  the  i(fc 
mission  of  lawyers  to  the  Native  Land  Cousl^ 
1  think  the  only  course  for  us  to  adopt  i»  H 
adhere  to  the  Act  now  in  force,  which  k^ 
operated,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  a  pn^pa; 
maimer.  I  have  never  heard  any  real  objec^ 
to  it,  or  that  through  it  justice  has  been  Ust 
truly  rendered  by  the  Court  than  before,  t 
shall  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment  of  ^ 
honourable  member  for  Clutha. 

^Ir.  PARATA.— I  wish  to  make  a  few  n- 
marks  with  regard  to  the  employment  cf  law- 
yers in  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  I  hope  » 
legal  member  of  this  House  will  take  excepeoB 
to  what  I  say.  In  the  Native  AHaais  C\S2-. 
mittee  the  clause  authorizing  the  emplo\intat 
of  lawyers  was  struck  out  on  my  motion,  aflff 
very  careful  consideration  ;  and  I  am  verjsony 
indeed  that  it  has  been  reinserted  in  tl» 
Upper  House.  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  reporto 
in  former  years  that  the  Chief  Judge  hiS 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  Court  vroi'Jd 
have  gone  on  much  better  without  the  empioT- 
ment  of  lawyers,  and  it  has  been  proved  fef 
petitions  sent  to  this  House  that  great  trc-cblt 
has  been  brought  on  the  Natives  by  Ifte^eis. 
I  know  of  cases  where  the  lawyers  empiojed 
prolonged  the  proceedings  because  they  ^^ 
paid  so  much  a  day.  Cases  would  drag  out  to 
such  an  inordinate  length  that,  when  jud^cat 
has  at  last  been  given,  it  has  been  found  that 
the  lawyer  has,  in  point  of  fact,  swallowed  up 
the  whole  of  the  land.  I  hope  the  House  wifl 
bear  this  in  mind,  and  reject  this  clause,  I 
have  heard  of  a  case  where  a  Native  in  this 
Island  employed  a  lawyer  to  attempt  to  get 
a  rehearing  for  a  certain  block.  The  lawvpr 
said,  "  I  can  get  it  done  for  you ;"  and  the 
Native  paid  him  i;750  to  get  it  done;  awl 
having  done  so,  he  waited  a  long  time,  wa 
was  then  told  by  the  lawyer  that  the  three 
months  within  which  a  rehearing  must  be  ap" 
plied  for  had  elapsed,  and  therefore  nothicf 
could  be  done;  and  the  unfortunate  Native  lc«t 
his  £750.  I  am  afraid  if  this  clause  becom« 
law  we  shall  have  these  things  occurring  ftgajn. 
I  have  heard  of  another  case  where  some  >'*- 
tivcs  paid  a  lawyer  .^300  to  get  them  ft  rehear- 
ing, and  did  not  get  it ;    and   another  case 
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Chief  Judge  would  find  his  duties  very  muoh 
lightened,  and  find  the  risk  of  error  very  much 
lessened,  if  he  were  assisted  hy  legal  practi- 
tioneis  in  the  Court  over  which  he  presides. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— It  is  a  pity  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Fljnnouth  cannot  for- 
get another  dehate.  Whether  I  am  in  a  good 
temper,  or  speak  strongly  or  not,  has  very  little 
point  in  this  case.  We  have  the  opinions  of 
several  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court  before 
this  law  was  passed,  a  year  or  two  ago  ;  and  we 
bAd  only  one  opinion  from  all  who  gave  any 
eTidence— that  the  admission  of  lawyers  to  the 
Court  was  a  serious  blot.  Whether  it  arose 
from  the  class  of  men  who  went  there,  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  cases,  certain  it  was  that 
the  lawyers  simply  robbed  the  Natives.  I  was 
particnlar  in  asking  whether  the  Court  could 
be  conducted  as  well  without  lawyers  as  with 
lawyers ;  and  one  Judge  said  this  :  "  Ori- 
ginally we  had  no  lawyers  in  the  Court,  and 
justice  was  done  then  as  easily  as  now.**  That 
was  one  of  the  oldest  Judges  of  the  Court. 
The  present  Chief  Judge  stated  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  allowing  lawyers  to  practise  in  the 
Coort  would  probably  save  the  Judge  some 
trouble,  but  that  there  was  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  arriving  at  the  truth,  by  the  machinery 
of  the  Court  as  it  then  existed  and  now  exists, 
without  the  presence  of  lawyers.  Since  the  law 
was  changed  more  than  one  Judge  of  the  Native 
lAnd  Court  has  stated  to  the  Committee  that 
the  conduct  of  cases  in  the  Court  has  improved 
without  lawyers  being  present.  There  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  you  admit  lawyers,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Act  to  lighten  the  burdens  that  were  thrown 
by  the  old  Act  on  the  Natives.  Now,  it  is 
stated  that  it  will  be  optional  with  the  Judges 
to  give  or  withhold  liberty  of  pleading  to  law- 
yers. But  that  was  the  case  under  the  old 
law.  Then  the  Judge  had  the  power  to  forbid 
the  lawyers  to  come  in ;  but  the  power  was 
never  exercised  except  in  a  case  on  the  West 
Coast,  when,  the  Court  became  such  a  bear- 
garden that  it  had  to  be  closed  and  the  lawyers 
tnniedout.  I  asked  some  of  the  Judges  why 
this  power  was  not  more  frequently  exercitsed, 
and  they  stated  that  to  do  so  was  considered 
invidious;  and  practically,  therefore,  the  law 
was  a  dead-letter. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWAET.— I  think  it  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  energy 
should  be  displayed  on  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
because  the  real  safeguard  of  these  Courts 
would  be  to  have  no  monopoly  such  as  has 
been  the  case  in  the  past,  when  two  or  three 
favoured  lawyers  had  a  monopoly  of  the  whole 
business.  If  the  Courts  were  thrown  open  to 
all  lawyers  there  would  be  fair  competition  as 
to  charges,  and  attention  to  duty ;  and,  in- 
stead of  the  chaos  that  has  prevailed  in  many 
of  these  Courts,  there  would  be  a  better  sys- 
tem of  practice  estabUshed,  and  much  fewer 
applications  for  rehearings.  A  great  deal  of  the 
diBBatisfaction  that  has  existed  in  reference  to 
this  Court  has  arisen  from  its  administration. 
Many  persons  have  been  appointed  who  have 
sot  been  Judges,  who  have  had  no  experience 


of  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  who  possess  no 
knowledge  of  the  law  except  a  very  limited  ac- 
quaintance indeed  with  the  ordinary  principles 
of  law ;  and  the  result  is  that  these,  men  dread 
the  appearance  of  lawyers:  they  go  by  some 
rule-of- thumb,  which  is  satisfactory  in  some 
cases,  but  which,  I  venture  to  say,  produces  no 
general  feeling  of  confidence  in  those  Courts. 
The  same  objection  prevailed  on  the  goldfields 
in  the  early  days  to  lawyers  appearing  there. 
It  was  thought  that  mining  agents  should 
have  the  monopoly;  but  the  Wardens  have 
come  to  realize  that  the  best  friends  they  have 
in  eliciting  facts  and  in  getting  an  exhaustive 
knowledge  of  the  whole  surroundings  is  to  have 
men  trained  for  the  purpose.  I  scarcely  know 
how  to  characterize  the  imputation  that  per- 
sons so  trained  cannot  render  much  better 
assistance  than  persons  wholly  untrained,  who 
will  resort  to  all  the  devices  that  inexperienced 
and  incompetent  men  resort  to.  The  greatest 
safeguard  of  every  Court  in  the  colony,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  is  to  have  efficient  men 
practising — men  having  a  character  at  stake, 
and  subject  to  control.  The  knowledge  I  have 
gained  of  these  Native  Land  Courts  has  con- 
vinced me  of  this :  that  two  or  three  men  who 
have  devoted  themselves  to  this  class  of  work 
have  got  a  monopoly  of  all  the  knowledge  in 
connection  with  it ;  and  the  great  danger  has 
been  that,  where  these  men  have  gained  the 
advocacy  of  a  particular  side,  any  one  else  is 
at  a  great  disadvantage,  because  these  persons 
have  devoted  themselves  not  only  to  Native 
customs,  but  to  the  history  of  those  blocks  of 
land.  I  admit  that  in  the  past  they  have  con- 
tributed to  a  certain  amount  of  injustice ;  but 
all  that  would  have  been  averted  if  there  had 
been  a  fair  field  and  no  favour,  and  a  large 
selection  would  have  been  available  for  the 
Natives.  It  is  an  exceedingly  short-sighted 
policy,  and  one  injurious  from  every  point  of 
view,  to  say  that  a  clause  like  this  should  not 
be  agreed  to.  I  go  further,  and  say  that  a 
Judge  should  have  no  discretion  in  allowing 
particular  lawyers  to  practise.  Every  person 
connected  with  the  profession  should  have  a 
right  to  go  to  the  Court  and  plead  the  cause  of 
persons  employing  him.  That  is  the  only  safe- 
guard you  have.  Of  course  we  know  that 
abuses  have  crept  in  in  the  way  indicated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki ;  but 
those  abuses  have  arisen  from  this  monopoly 
and  want  of  supervision.  I  would  give  the 
Native  Land  Court  Judges  power  to  report  to 
the  Supreme  Court  any  member  of  the  profes- 
sion who  was  guilty  of  misconduct,  and  let 
proceedings  be  taken  against  him  accordingly. 
You  would  then  have  a  much  better  class  of 
practitioners  before  the  Court  than  in  the  past. 
Mr.  CONOLLY. — I  entirely  disagree  with  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  speaker,  principally  for 
a  reason  which  he  has  brought  forward  in 
favour  of  it.  Ho  says  the  admission  of  lawyers 
would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  if  the  business 
did  not  become  a  monopoly.  But  I  contend 
that  it  will  always  be  a  monopoly  if  lawyers 
are  admitted  to  practise  in  the  Native  Land 
Court  at  all ;  because,  in  addition  to  a  know- 
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DEEDS  AND  INSTRUMENTS  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL. 

Sir  Z.  VOGEL,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  DeedK  and  Instruments  Registration 
Bill,  Baid, — The  object  of  this  measure  is 
to  remove  difiiculties  which  now  exist  in  the 
way  of  deeds  and  papers  being  presented 
to  proper  officers  in  small  towns  for  trans- 
mission for  registration  to  larger  towns  where 
registry  offices  exist.  It  has  been  intro- 
duced at  the  instance  of  several  members, 
including  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Gladstone. 
The  drd  clause  enables  deeds  to  be  sent  from 
one  place  to  another  for  registration  without 
special  personal  attendance  at  the  registration 
office.  Clause  7  is  to  remove  an  anomaly  that 
arose  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the 
Wc-stland  and  (Jrey  Education  Boards  Act  of 
1885.  It  provides  for  the  reserves  being  regis- 
tered in  Westiand,  though  some  of  them  are 
situated  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson. 
Clause  8  is  to  enable  land  held  under  per- 
petual lease  for  village-settlement  purposes  to 
be  brought  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  CUuse 
9  is  to  meet  an  obvious  mistake  in  a  clause  in 
the  Land  Act,  from  which  the  word  *'not "  was 
omitted.  The  Bill  is  mostly  of  a  technical 
character.  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  confess  I  cannot  see  that 
much  is  likely  to  be  gained  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Bill.  I  understand  it  has  been 
introduced,  on  the  recommendation  of  certain 
honourable  members,  who  have  perhaps  not 
had  much  experience  on  the  subject,  and  who, 
no  doubt,  have  taken  action  at  the  request  of 
some  of  their  constituents.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  stated  to  be,  to  allow  the  registration  of 
deeds  by  the  hands  of  some  agent  of  the  Rc<(is- 
trar  to  be  appointed  in  localities  where  no 
such  Registrar  is  stationed. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

ilr.  SAMUEL.— If  that  is  not  the  object,  I 
cannot  read  the  Bill  aright.  That  is  the  objoct, 
at  any  rate,  of  the  first  few  clauses.  I  think  all 
those  who  have  had  experience  on  this  subject 
will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  the  duty  of 
registering  a  deed  is  by  no  means  an  unim- 
portant one.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  person  wlio 
presents  a  deed  for  registration  to  see  that  no 
deed  has  been  registered  subsequently  to  inves- 
tigation of  title.  A  month  frequently  elapses 
between  the  date  of  the  original  investigation 
of  title  and  the  completion  of  the  transaction 
concerning  the  property.  The  deed  is  then 
sent  to  tlio  head  office  to  be  registered.  In 
the  meantime  another  deed  may  have  been  re- 
gistered ;  and,  if  we  have  registration  by  such 
an  agent  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill,  there  is 
very  little  chance  of  such  subsequent  deed  being 
discovered,  it  may  be,  for  months  or  years ; 
and  the  person  who  has  perpetrated  the  fraud 
may  have  had  ample  opportmiity  of  departing 
from  the  country,  or  otherwise  escapmg  the 
consequences  of  his  fraud.  I  have  known 
instances  of  this  sort  which  have  come  within 
my  own  practice.  I  know  of  a  case  in  this 
city  where  a  person  went  into  the  office  of  a 


solicitor,  raised  a  sum  of  money,  and 
deed  ;   and  when,  two  or  three  days  aft 
the  deed  of  mortgage  was  presented  far 
tion,  the  solicitor  discovered  that  the  i 
had  in  the  meantime  been  conveyed  awaj' 
the  purchase-money  received  by  themor' 
Of  course   the  *  mortgager  was  at  once  , 
cutcd,  and  punished  severely,  and  a  large 
of  the  money  was  recovered.     Under  tkis 
it  would  be  impossible  for  such  a  fraad  to 
discovered  until  a  long  time  had  elapsed. 
cause  the    agent    certainly    would  no(  laiq 
imposed    upon    him    the    duty   of  searchi^l 
the     register.      This    would    also    6iLeoaa|i 
false  security  in  the   minds   of  chents,  ul 
it  would  encourage  wrong-doing  on  the  pMl 
of  such  members  of  the  profession  aa  qj^ 
not   have    the    interests    of    their   clients  li 
heart.    It  would  probably  make  those  loa^ 
bers  of  the  profession  who  arc  not  carcfol  Uk 
are  thoughtless  say,  "  Here  is  a  deed.   1  sfeiJI 
not  investigate   the   title ;    I   will  leav*  it  t» 
the  agents.     It  seems  to  be  all  right.  I  vil 
just  prepare  the  deed  and  send  it  to  bert-gii-i 
tcred."     Some  persons  would  be  very  likely  to  i 
carry  on  business  in  such  a  manner  as  vodi  | 
result  in  a  loss  on  all  sides;  and  it  might k< 
that  the  practitioner  who  had  done  this  v!QQ|i 
might  cease  to  be  a  responsible  person  beioB  i 
the  wrong  was  discovered.     I  have  had  a  caa^ 
sidcrable  amount  of  experience  in  this  matter ; 
and  I  say  tliat  I  am  sorry   to  see  thi»  M 
brought  in.     I  am  afraid  it  will  result ina  vaj 
large   amount  of  bad  conveyancing  in  samft  \ 
parts  of  this  country.     With  regard  to  the  hi 
few  clauses  of  the  Bill,  I  deprecate  the  intzo^ 
duction,  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  one  snbject, rf 
clauses  referring  to  other  Acts.     It  seems  toai 
that  the  7th  clause  really  amends  **  The  West- , 
land  and  Grey  Education  Boards  Act,  1S>5;* 
and  no  layman  would  ever  think  of  lookiQgi& 
the  Deeds  and  Instruments  Registraiion  hA 
for  such  a  provision  as  tliis.    The  same  remaA 
applies  to  subsequent  sections  in  the  Bill.wbidL 
amend  the  Land  Act;  and  these  clauses s^ao 
to  me  to  be  out  of  place  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  look  upon  thii 
Bill  as  a  very  mischievous  one,  and  one  whidi 
will  result  in  a  great  deal  of  injury  to  tto 
public.  The  theory  of  our  system  is  priority  « 
registration.  So  much  is  that  the  case  that,  ifl 
large  transactions,  people  are  be^nning  to  re- 
sort to  settling  those  transactions  m  thei^gi^ 
office  itself.  That  is  to  say,  a  person  will  not 
hand  over  his  money,  where  he  is  perhaps  Is*- 
ing  .fc  10,000  or  £15,000,  until  he  goes  to  theBegis- 
trar's  office  and  sees  the  deeds  lodged  there  fe 
registration,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  oths 
deeds  being  registered  between  the  times  wj 
money  is  paid  over  and  when  the  deed  is  lo(3gw 
for  registration.  Honourable  members  ^^^^ 
the  very  great  danger  that  evil  may  be  caused 
by  the  Bill  under  the  present  system,  yrh^ 
deeds  are  executed  to-day,  perhaps,  and  iB  r* 
meantime  perhaps  a  memorial  of  judgment* 
brought  in  against  the  land,  or  a  transfer ida^ 
and  the  person  finds  that  the  land  has  ali«»y 
been  transferred,  or  that  his  mortgage  issQ^- 
ject  to  some  judgment.    Those  who  haw  sag- 
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where  a  lawyer  was  paid  £5  a  day  and  a  com- 
mission of  3d.  an  acre,  the  total  cost  to  the 
Natives  concerned  being  over  £1,000,  for 
I  which  they  received  no  benefit  whatever.  I 
hope  the  House  will  bear  in  mind  all  the 
abuses  and  evils  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
pest  throQgh  the  admission  of  lawyers  to  the 
Court,  and  will  try  to  prevent  them  happening 
in  the  future.  I  shall  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— So  far  as  my  knowledge  of 
these  matters  goes — knowledge  derived  almost 
exclusively  from  the  Natives — I  can  indorse 
erery  word  that  has  fallen  from  the  last 
speaker.  I  ask  the  Native  Minister  if  he  docs 
not  know  that  a  perfect  atmosphere  of  iniquity 
surrounds  the  Native  Land  Court  owing  to  the 
proceedings  of  a  very  few  lawyers,  who,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Newton  says,  have  a 
monopoly  of  this  branch  of  business  owing  to 
their  knowledge  of  ^laori ;  who,  we  are  all  very 
well  aware,  are  able  to  make  money  through 
their  knowledge  of  that  language  ;  and  who  are 
thus  able  to  gather  wealth  that  their  abilities 
would  not  enable  them  to  acquire  in  any  other 
way.  I  have  heard  from  Natives  of  cases  in 
which  it  has  cost  so  much  to  get  blocks  of  land 
through  the  Court — mainly  through  the  delays 
brought  about  by  lawyers  who  gain  through 
these  delays — that  they  have  had  to  sell 
other  blocks  to  pay  those  costs :  that  is  to  say, 
the  cost  is  greater  than  the  value  of  the  land. 
I  have  never  given  a  vote  in  this  House  with 
more  pleasure  than  I  shall  have  in  giving  my 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha,  to  exclude  lawyers  from 
the  Native  Land  Court. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— The  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikci  must  be  labouring 
under  a  delusion.  The  whole  state  of  things 
is  altered ;  and  what  took  place  formerly,  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred, 
cannot  now  occur.  Under  the  Native  Land 
Administration  Bill  which  has  been  passed, 
the  lawyers  could  only  protect  the  Maoris,  and 
could  not  do  them  any  harm.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  my  brothers  in  the  law  so  badly  spoken 
of.  No  one  is  compelled  to  employ  a  bad 
iawyer,  and  one  who  had  been  once  found  out 
would  not  be  employed  again.  The  whole 
trouble  with  law^'ers  in  the  past  has  been 
through  private  persons  being  allowed  to  deal 
in  Native  land.  That  will  now  be  impossible, 
-and  therefore  a  lawyer  employed  by  Natives 
would  have  no  interest  in  the  land.  He  would 
have  to  be  paid  in  money  —  he  could  have 
no  lien  over  the  land ;  and  his  only  interest 
^ould  be  to  see  that  justice  was  done  to  the 
Natives.  One  of  the  Native  members  has  said 
that  a  lawyer  should  be  allowed  to  appear  for 
iromen  and  children  and  weak  people ;  and  we 
know  there  are  a  number  of  Natives  in  whose 
hands  the  interests  of  claimants  to  land  would 
not  be  nearly  so  safe  as  they  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  a  respectable  lawyer.  As  to  the 
opinions  of  the  Judges,  probably  half  the  Judges 
in  the  world  would  say  that  they  could  get  on 
better,  and  that  justice  could  be  done  a  great 
•deal  better,   without   juries;    but  would  the 


honourable  member  for  Bangitikci  support  the 
abolition  of  juries  on  that  account  ?  I  admit 
that  in  the  past  there  have  been  lawyers  of 
a  low  class  practising  in  the  Court,  who  have 
taken  large  sums  of  money,  not  directly  from 
the  Natives,  but  from  the  Europeans  buying 
the  land,  and  only  indirectly  from  the  Natives. 
But  now  tho  Government  will  be  the  sole  pur- 
chaser of  Native  land,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Maoris  to  employ  a 
respectable  lawyer  to  see  that  they  get  justice 
and  proper  payment.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  HAKUENE.— Let  us  be  guided  by  the 
petitions  sent  to  this  House  by  Natives;  and 
I  believe  that  all  the  petitions  are  against  the 
employment  of  lawyers  in  the  Courts.  I  think 
that  the  Judges  are  fully  able  to  administer 
the  law  without  the  assistance  of  the  lawyers. 
If  the  lawyers  could  tell  when  tho  Natives  who 
go  before  the  Court  are  telling  the  truth  and 
when  they  are  speaking  falsely,  then  I  would 
say.  Employ  them ;  for  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
in  most  cases  where  there  is  a  lot  of  land  in- 
volved some  Natives  do  not  give  true  evidence. 
The  admission  of  lawyers  to  the  Court  will  not 
remedy  that.  If  they  were  sufficiently  wise  to 
be  able  to  tell  when  a  man  is  speaking  the 
truth  and  when  he  is  not,  then  I  would  admit 
the  lawyers  ;  but  they  cannot  do  that,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  the  lawyers  would  only  make 
confusion  worse  confounded,  and  prolong  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court,  and  do  no  good.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *•  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added." 

Ayes,  28. 


Atkinson 

Gore 

Ross 

B.-Bradshaw 

Hakueno 

Russell 

Bruce 

Hobbs 

Seddon 

Bryce 

Ken- 

Te  Ao 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Trimble 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Locke 

Wilson. 

ConoUy 

Montgomery 

Dargavillo 

Ormond 

TelUrs. 

Duncan 

Parata 

Mitchclson 

Fulton 

Richardson,  G 
Noes,  35. 

.  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Ballance 

Joyce 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Bevan 

T<ance 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Brown 

Lamach 

Taylor 

Cowan 

Levcstam 

Thompson,  T. 

Fitzherbert 

Macandrew 

Tole 

Eraser 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Turnbull 

Guinness 

McKenzie,  J. 

Vogel 

Hamlin 

Moat 

Walker 

Harper 

^loss 

Whvtc. 

Hatch 

Pyke 

"Tellers. 

Hislop 

Richardson,  E 

.Buckland,W.P, 

Ivess 

Smith 

Samuel. 

Paib. 
For,  Agabist. 

Wakefield.  O'Callaghan. 

Majority  against,  7. 
Motion  to  add  words  lost. 
Amendments  made  by  the  Council  agreed 
with. 
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DEEDS  AND  INSTRU^fENTS  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  movixig  the  Becond  reading 
of  the  DeedK  nnd  Instruments  Registration 
Bill,  Raid, — The  object  of  this  measure  is 
to  remove  difficulties  which  now  exist  in  the 
way  of  deeds  and  papers  being  presented 
to  proper  officers  in  small  towns  for  trans- 
mission for  registration  to  larger  towns  where 
registry  offices  exist.  It  han  been  intro- 
duced at  the  instance  of  several  members, 
including  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Gladstone. 
The  Srd  clause  enables  deeds  to  be  sent  from 
one  place  to  another  for  registration  without 
special  personal  attendance  at  the  registration 
office.  Clause  7  is  to  remove  an  anomaly  that 
arose  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the 
Wcstland  and  (irey  Education  Boards  Act  of 
1S85.  It  proviiles  for  the  reser\'es  being  regis- 
tered in  Wcstland,  though  some  of  thom  are 
situated  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Kelson. 
Clause  8  is  to  enable  land  held  under  per- 
petual lease  for  village-settlement  purposes  to 
be  brought  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  Clause 
9  is  to  meet  an  obvious  mistake  in  a  clause  in 
the  Land  Act,  from  which  the  wonl  *'not "  was 
omitted.  The  Bill  is  mostly  of  a  technical 
character.  I  beg  to  move  the  .second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  confess  I  cannot  see  that 
much  is  likely  to  be  gained  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Bill.  I  understand  it  has  occn 
introduced-  on  the  recommendation  of  certain 
honourable  members,  who  have  perhaps  not 
hod  much  experience  on  the  subject,  and  who, 
no  doubt,  have  taken  action  at  the  request  of 
some  of  their  constituents.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  stated  to  be,  to  allow  the  registration  of 
deeds  by  the  hands  of  some  agent  of  the  Regis- 
trar to  be  appointed  in  localities  where  no 
such  Registrar  is  stationed. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb. — No. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— If  that  is  not  the  object,  I 
cannot  read  the  Bill  aright.  That  is  the  object, 
at  any  rate,  of  the  first  few  clauses.  I  think  all 
those  who  have  bad  experience  on  this  subject 
will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  the  duty  of 
registering  a  deed  is  by  no  means  an  unim- 
portant one.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  person  who 
presents  a  deed  for  registration  to  see  that  no 
deed  has  been  registered  subsequently  to  inves- 
tigation of  title.  A  month  frequently  elapses 
between  the  date  of  the  original  investigation 
of  title  and  the  completion  of  the  transaction 
concerning  the  property.  The  deed  is  then 
sent  to  the  head  office  to  be  registered.  In 
the  meantime  another  deed  may  have  been  re- 
gistered ;  and,  if  we  have  registration  by  such 
an  agent  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill,  there  is 
very  little  chance  of  such  subsequent  deed  being 
discovered,  it  may  be,  for  months  or  years ; 
and  the  person  who  has  perpetrated  the  fraud 
may  have  had  ample  opportunity  of  departing 
from  the  coimtry,  or  otherwise  escaping  the 
consequences  of  his  fraud.  I  have  known 
instances  of  this  sort  which  have  come  within 
my  own  practice.  I  know  of  a  case  in  this 
city  where  a  person  went  into  the  office  of  a 


solicitor,  raised  a  sum  of  money,  and  signed  t 
deed  ;  and  when,  two  or  three  days  aiterwud^ 
the  deed  of  mortgage  was  presented  forregisli»> 
tion,  the  solicitor  discovered  that  the  propei^ 
had  in  the  meantime  been  conveyed  away,  tsi 
the  purchase-money  received  by  themortgaigeL 
Of  course  the '  mortgager  was  at  once  proii- 
cutcd,  and  punished  severely,  and  a  large  put 
of  the  money  was  recovered.  Under  this  Ad 
it  would  be  impossible  for  such  a  frand  to  bt 
discovered  until  a  long  time  had  elapsed,  lie- 
cause  the  agent  certainly  would  not  han 
imposed  upon  him  the  duty  of  searchiog 
the  register.  This  would  also  enooniagp 
false  security  in  the  minds  of  clients,  aai 
it  would  encourage  wrong- doing  on  the  pari 
of  such  members  of  the  profession  as  might 
not  have  the  interests  of  their  clients  at 
heart.  It  would  probably  make  those  men- 
bers  of  the  profession  who  are  not  careful  b&t 
are  thoii;»htless  say,  *'  Here  is  a  deed.  I  .shall 
not  investigate  the  title  ;  I  will  leave  it  to 
the  agents.  It  seems  to  be  all  right.  I^ 
just  prepare  the  deed  and  send  it  to  be  regis- 
tered." Some  persons  would  be  very  likely  to 
carry  on  business  in  such  a  manner  as  woold 
result  hi  a  loss  on  all  sides;  and  it  might  be 
that  the  practitioner  who  hod  done  this  vioo^ 
might  cease  to  be  a  responsible  person  beka 
the  wrong  was  discovered.  I  have  had  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  experience  in  this  inatta» 
and  I  say  that  I  am  sorry  to  see  this  Bill 
brought  in.  I  am  afraid  it  will  result  in  a  reir 
larf^c  amount  of  bad  conveyancing  in  seme 
parts  of  this  country.  With  regard  to  the  Usi 
few  clauses  of  the  Bill,  I  deprecate  the  ictzo- 
duction,  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  one  subject,  of 
clauses  referring  to  other  Acts.  It  seems  to  job 
that  the  7th  clause  really  amends  "The  West- 
land  and  Grey  Education  Boards  Act,  18S3;" 
and  no  layman  would  ever  think  of  lookiDg  ia 
the  Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  .\c» 
for  such  a  provision  as  this.  The  same  remiii 
applies  to  subsequent  sections  in  the  Bill,  vh'idi 
amend  the  Land  Act;  and  these  clauses  seem 
to  me  to  be  out  of  place  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  look  upon  this 
Bill  as  a  very  mischievous  one,  and  one  which 
will  result  in  a  great  deal  of  injury  to  the 
public.  The  theory  of  our  system  is  priority  « 
registration.  So  much  is  that  the  case  that,  in 
lar^e  transactions,  people  are  beginning  if  re- 
sort to  settling  those  transactions  in  the  registi? 
office  itself.  That  is  to  say,  a  person  will  not 
hand  over  his  money,  where  he  is  perhaps  len^ 
ing  .fclO.OOO  or  £15,000,  until  he  goes  to  the  Regis- 
trar's office  and  sees  the  deeds  lodged  there  fat 
registration,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  anyothtf 
deeds  being  registered  between  the  times  tto 
money  is  paid  over  and  when  the  deed  islodgad 
for  registration.  Honourable  members  may  «* 
the  very  great  danger  that  evil  may  be  cau5» 
by  the  Bill  under  the  present  system,  yrhe» 
deeds  are  executed  to-day,  perhaps,  and  in  tte 
meantime  perhaps  a  memorial  of  judgment ^ 
brought  in  against  the  land,  or  a  trsjisferms^ 
and  the  person  finds  that  the  land  has  already 
been  transferred,  or  that  his  mortgage  isso^ 
jeot  to  some  judgment.    Those  whobawBOg- 
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gested  this  amendment  of  the  law  made  out 
that  they  had  been  actuated  by  laudable  mo- 
ti?es;  but  I  say,  if  the  Bill  is  carried,  it  will 
result  in  great  insecurity  and  in  ultimate  liti- 
gation. Even  under  the  present  system  we 
know  that  frauds  have  been  coiQmitted.  These 
transactions  are  now  often  completed  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  the  place  where  the  deed  is  to  be 
registered.  This  Bill  will  also  establish  a  new 
local  department,  and  there  will  be  an  increase 
of  officers.  The  work  is  not  such  that  it  can  be 
undertaken  by  Postmasters  and  other  officers 
of  that  sort.  The  registration  of  deeds  re- 
quires great  care. 

Mr.  RE  ID.— The  Colonial  Treasurer  says 
that  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  remove  the 
difficulties  which  exist  in  small  towns,  so  that 
parties  may  be  enabled  to  forward  deeds  for 
Titration  from  odo  part  of  the  country  to  the 
other  without  a  personal  attendance.     If  that 
is  the  object  of  the  Bill,  the  object  will  never  be 
attained.    The  Bill,  I  contend,  cannot  possibly 
do  any  good,  and  possibly  may  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm.    Before  it  can  at  all  be  made  work- 
able many  alterations  and  amendments  will 
have  to  be  made.    It  will  not  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  employing  private  agents.    Before 
a  solicitor  prepares  a  deed  he  instructs  his 
town  agent  to  investigate  and  report  on  the 
title.    If  the   title   is   clear  the   deed  is  pre- 
pared and  executed ;   and  it  is  then  ready  to 
be  handed  to  the  Government  agent,  to  be  by 
him  forwarded  for  registration.    Now,  before  a 
deed  is  placed  on  the  register,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  a  final  search  to  see  that  no  dealings 
have  taken  place   since  the  first  search  was 
made.     This  is  indispensable  ;  and,  as  the  Bill 
makes  no  provision  for  such   a  search  being 
made  by  the  Government,  the  services  of  the 
town  agent  must  again  be  called  into  requisi- 
tion.   Again,   five   out  of  six   deeds  must  be 
stamped  before  being  registered  ;  but  this  work 
most  also  be  performed  by  a  private  agent,  as 
it  is  not  provided  for  in  the  Bill.    To  show  how 
dangerous  it  would  be  to  adopt  the  system  pro- 
posed, the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth gavo  a  case  which  occurred  within  his 
experience.    I  will  give  a  case  which  occurred 
in  my  practice  not  very  long  ago.     I  was  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  conveyance,  the  considera- 
tion-money being  £450.     The  vendor  was  ill 
at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  deed,  and  was 
removed  to  the    hospital    immediately  after- 
wards.   I  completed  the  deed,  and  forwarded 
it  to  be  stamped  and  registered.    I  received  a 
telegram  next  day  stating  that  a  conveyance  of 
the  same  property  had  been  executed  and  re- 
gistered that  day.    The  man  was  interviewed 
at  the  hospital,  and  it  was  found  that  he  had 
signed  another  conveyance  for  £450;  so  that 
he  had  received  £900  for  the  one  property. 
Supposing  this  Bill  had  been  passed,  and  I  had 
handed  over  the  matter  to  the  agent  appointed 
by  the  Govemment,  months  might  have  elapsed 
before  the  fraud  was  discovered,  and  all  chance 
of  redress  would  then  have  been  gone.    Under 
sach  circmnstances,  who  would  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  loss  ?    I  say  the  Bill  is  utterly 
unworkable.    Supx>06ing  an  error  occurred,  will 
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the  Government  send  back  the  deed  to  tho 
agent?  and,  if  so,  will  the  agent  go  and  find 
the  man  who  left  the  deed  with  him  ?  Under 
the  present  system  we  have  skilled  men  to  look 
after  our  work ;  and  the  work  is  always  care- 
fully and  expeditiously  performed.  There  is 
another  section  of  the  Act  which  I  think  is 
objectionable,  and  that  is  clause  5.  That 
clause  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  On  return  of  any  instrument  by  the  Regis- 
trar through  a  District  Agent,  the  signature  or 
attestation  of  correctness  required  by  section 
forty-seven  of  *  The  Deeds  Begistration  Act, 
1868,*  shall  not  be  necessary;  but  in  lien 
thereof  the  Registrar  or  Deputy-Begistrar  of 
Deeds  shall  sign  and  attest  the  recorded  copy 
of  such  instrument." 

Now,  the  object  of  registration,  as  honour- 
able members  know,  is  to  preserve  title.  When 
a  deed  is  recorded,  the  recorded  copy  is  care- 
fully compared  with  the  original,  and  all  errors 
rectified  before  the  deed  is  uplifted.  It  is 
important  that  the  comparison  of  the  re- 
cord should  be  carefully  made,  for,  should  the 
original  deed  be  destroyed  or  lost,  the  title  is 
still  preserved,  because  you  can  get  a  certified 
copy  of  it  from  the  register.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision here  for  the  Registrar  examining  the 
copy ;  but,  even  supposing  he  does  do  so,  if  he 
fails  to  detect,  or  omits  to  correct,  any  error 
in  it,  who  is  to  be  responsible?  Would. the 
solicitor  or  the  Government  be  responsible? 
Certainly  not.  The  loss  would  fall  on  the 
owner  of  the  land.  I  say  the  deed  ought  to 
be  examined  by  the  solicitor,  who  is  respon- 
sible to  his  client  if  any  mistake  is  made. 
Another  defect  in  the  Bill  is  that  there  is  no 
provision  directing  the  Registrar  co  indorse  on 
any  instrument  the  date  or  time  when  it  is 
handed  to  him.  That  is  too  important  a 
matter  to  be  left  to  regulation.  Neither  is 
the  agent  bound  to  forward  the  deed  to  the 
Registrar  within  a  reasonable  time  after  it  is 
left  with  him.  That,  also,  is  a  grave  omission. 
I  have  been  a  practitioner  for  fourteen  years, 
and  I  have  always  employed  an  agent  on 
whom  I  can  rely,  and  the  charges  made  are 
always  reasonable,  and  I  know  that  the  work 
is  well  done.  It  is  very  responsible  work. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  this  Bill.  If  it  should 
pass,  and  if  it  were  to  embrace  the  benefits  it 
is  supposed  to  confer,  it  would  still  not  do 
away  with  the  necessity  of  having  agents  to 
investigate  titles,  attend  to  stamping,  and  to 
see  that  the  title-deeds  were  properly  recorded. 
I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill,  not  only  because 
it  is  unnecessary,  but  because  I  think  it  would 
prove  mischievous. 

Mr.  KERR. — The  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  says  that  what  is  done  under  this  Bill 
is  done  every  day — that  he  lives  some  forty 
miles  up  country,  and  sends  deeds  down,  to 
agents  to  be  registered  in  town.  Well,  that  is 
just  what  we  want  in  this  Bill.  I  know  that 
there  are  parts  of  the  West  Coast  which  belong 
to  Nelson  that  are  one  hundred  and  forty  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away  from  a  centre ; 
and  the  lawyers  there  have  to  send  all  their 
deeds,  backwards  and  forwards,  to  and  from  one 
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another;  and  this  costs  the  clients  a  good  deal. 
Why  should  it  be  necessary  for  a  lawyer  to  do 
this  work  when  there  are  plenty  of  as  honest 
men  in  the  country  as  lawyers  ?  Who  makes 
out  the  deed  ?  The  lawyer ;  and  then  he  sends 
it  to  an  agent.  And  the  lawyer  is  responsible  if 
any  mistake  is  made  in  the  deed,  and  not  the 
agent.  When  I  have  deeds  to  be  registered  it 
is  not  the  lawyer  who  does  it,  but  a  boy  in  his 
office,  who  is  just  as  capable  of  doing  it  as  the 
lawyer  himself.  Surely,  then,  the  officer  pro- 
posed under  this  Bill  will  be  quite  as  capable 
of  doing  that  work  as  the  law^'er;  and,  as 
people  will  not  have  to  pay  so  much  under  this 
Bill  as  they  do  at  present,  I  think  it  certainly 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — I  am  glad  to  see  the 
Treasurer  bringing  in  this  Bill,  and  I  am  much 
surprised  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce — who,  I  understand,  lives  some  distance 
up  country,  and  is  acountrj-  solicitor — opposing 
it ;  because  its  object  is  to  do  away  with  hea\'y 
expenses  that  are  thrown  on  residents  in  the 
country  in  having,  as  they  now  have,  to  pay  a 
double  set  of  charges— one  to  their  solicitor 
and  another  to  his  agent  in  the  town.  It  is  to 
remedy  that  sort  of  thing  that  this  Bill  is  re- 
quired. It  is  much  wanted  on  the  West  Coast, 
■And  particularly  in  the  district  which  I  repre- 
sent. That  district  is  peculiarly  situated,  for  the 
boundar>-line  between  the  Nelson  and  West- 
land  Districts  runs  right  through  the  centre  of 
the  most  populous  part  of  the  district ;  and  I 
trust  that,  even  if  this  Bill  should  bo  found 
objectioniiblo  to  every  other  part  of  the  coun- 
try, it  will  be  brought  into  operation  in  the 
Nelson  and  Westland  Districts.  Documents 
relating,'  to  land  transactions  in  the  Greymouth 
Electorate  have  to  be  sent  to  either  Nelson  or 
Hokitika  to  agents  at  each  of  these  places 
to  register,  which  entails  considerable  expense 
to  the  residents,  especially  in  the  case  of  small 
transactions.  I  admit  that  our  transactions 
there  are  not  of  the  magnitude  of  those  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South.  I  say  that  in  transactions 
where  the  consideration-money  is  small,  and 
the  parties  are  not  able  to  pay  the  heavy  ex- 
pense of  s(^licitors  and  agents,  this  Bill  will 
be  a  great  boon.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  has  mentioned  two  or  three  objections 
to  the  fonn  of  the  Bill ;  but  these  are  merely 
Committee  objections.  The  principle  of  the 
matter  lies  in  a  nutshell  ;  if  lawyers  can  em- 
ploy agents  to  rej^'ister  these  deeds  and  trans- 
fers, why  should  not  the  Government  do  so  ? 
Why  cannot  the  Government  appoint  agents 
in  the  different  centres  of  population  where 
tlicre  are  no  Deeds  Registry  ofTices  to  do  the 
work  of  receiving  and  transmitting  deeds  and 
other  instruments  for  registration,  at  a  merely 
nominal  charge  ?  Whether  the  Bill  should  be 
made  compulsory  in  all  districts  is  a  question 
•which  we  can  settle  in  Committee.  I  shall 
vote  for  its  being  optional,  so  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  and  his  clients  may 
continue  the  practice  of  having  agents  in  Dun- 
edin, witli  all  the  attendant  expenses,  if  they 
hoosc  ;  br.t  let  those  of  us  who  do  not  want 
Mr.  Kerr 


that  sort  of  thing  have  the  advantage  of  a  Bfl 
of  this  kind.  The  objection  which  the  hoDcw 
able  gentleman  took  to  section  4  is,  I  think, 
very  trivial.  He  said  some  provision  shocy 
be  made  for  indorsing  on  a  deed  the  cud 
moment  at  which  it  is  received  in  the  Ke^ 
trar*s  office.  I  believe  that  is  amply  providd 
for  by  the  wording  of  the  clause  itself,  for  ii 
says  the  Registrar  is  to  record  deeds  in  tk 
order  in  which  they  are  received.  If  that  is  Rfli 
sufficiently  clearly  expressed  in  the  clause  itseli 
we  can  easily  amend  it  in  Committee.  Asa 
stamping  instruments,  there  is  a  way  of  gettioj 
over  that  difficulty — that  is,  by  using  stamped 
paper  or  parchment,  as  you  may  require  h, 
especially  m  the  case  of  small  transactions.  I 
admit  that,  in  the  case  of  large  stamps  being 
required,  it  would  be  necessary,  no  doabt.  t» 
have  the  deed  engrossed  before  it  was  stamped; 
but  where  it  only  involves  a  matter  of  afev 
hundred  pounds  you  could  buy  stamped  focus 
and  keep  a  supply  of  them  in  your  office  to 
use  as  you  wanted.  Interested  persons  may 
be  very  anxious  to  get  a  majority  to  throw  oat 
the  Bill,  but  I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  do  hii 
best  to  pass  it  into  law. 

Mr.  IVESS.— I  am  highly  pleased  with  ih« 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  bti 
just  sat  down.     It  is  somewhat  refreshing  to 
see  members   of   the   legal  profession  in  thii 
House  divided  in  their  opinion  on  a  subjceJ  d 
this  sort.     I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  gras 
hardship,    injustice,   inconvenience,  and  less 
that  have  resulted  through  the  want  of  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind  being  in  force.    Itl^all^ 
well  for  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  and  to  point  out  thatsolicittw 
in  Dunedin  and  other  cities  can  act  as  ^^i 
for  the  registration  of  documents,  as  he  mi 
others  are  in  the  habit  of  dividmg  theagem 
fees  usually  charged  by  these  city  solicitors! 
the  transmission  of  and  for  attending  to regi 
ter  instruments ;  but  it  is  certain  thai  pec^ 
generally    who    have    anything    to  do  «l 
such  matters  do  not  desire  that  sort  of  thin| 
or  to   have   to   incur   the    heavy  charges  e 
tailed   by   being  compelled  to   send  deftis 
centres  where  the  Supreme  Court  sits,  inori 
to  have  them  registered.      I  am  sure  thit 
there  were  no  Supreme  Court  office  in  Ne 
Plymouth  we  should  have  had  the  honouisk 
member  for  New  Plymouth  standing  up  * 
pointing  out  as  strongly  as  any  one  the  p« 
hardship  of  people  there  having  to  send  tit 
documents  down  to  Wellington  to  be  rcgist*!^ 
But,  really,  all  these  '•  bogeys"  which haveb0< 
mised  by  some  honourable  members  are  of  ^ 
little  consequence.     We  know  that  there  I 
large  centres,  like  Ashburton,  Timaru,  Onsot 
and  others,  whore  people  are  put  to  gw*^! 
pen  so  through  having  to  send  their  docum^l 
to  their  solicitors'  agents  in  towns  where  th^ 
are  Supreme  Court  offices.       It  is  absuni 
compel  a  man  with  a  small  deed  of  nonui 
value  to  pay  heavy  agency- fees,  whence  re? 
tration  could  be  done  for  a  minimum  sum 
a  person  who  would  bo  appointed  UD«J^f " 
Bill.      The  various   objections  raised  by  t 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  and  otbei* 
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he  Bill  are  merely  Committee  objections ;  and, 
{  there  is  no  more  fatal  objection  than  the 
4»ence  of  a  provision  with  regard  to  the  officer 
narking  the  exact  time  at  which  he  receives 
I  document,  they  can  easily  be  got  over  in 
^unmittee.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
ion»  and,  though  it  may  tend  to  the  reduction 
i  lawyers'  business,  I  hail  with  satisfaction  a 
neasure  which  will  enable  a  large  number  of 
lolonists  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  to  sell 
mall  pcurcels  of  land  to  register  their  deeds 
rithout  the  large  expense  which  is  now  atten- 
buit  on  that  operation.  I  hope  the  measure 
vUl  receive  that  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
he  House  which  it  deserves. 

Mr.  SUTTER.  — I  just  want  to  say  a  few 
rords  in  explanation  of  this  Bill.  I  am  one 
I  those  who  brought  this  before  the  Ministry 
«ar  after  year,  because  of  the  necessity  that 
'.  felt  for  it  in  the  place  where  I  come  from. 
?here  can  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in  working  the 
Sill  in  Timaru.  We  have  a  Land  Office  there 
Ad  all  its  officers,  and,  without  any  additional 
fltpense,  they  could  carry  the  work  out.  I  may 
eU  the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth  that 
t  will  suit  our  place  admirably,  and  if  it  does 
Mi  suit  other  portions  of  the  colony  it  need 
lot  be  brought  into  operation  in  them.  At  the 
wesent  time  deeds  must  be  delivered  at  the 
egifitiy  office,  and  it  will  not  affect  the  de- 
ivery  of  those  deeds  in  any  way,  or  the  ap- 
Nnntment  of  solicitors  with  regard  to  them. 
rhere  is  no  excuse  for  saying  that  the  Act 
•miot  be  properly  worked :  in  fact,  that  is  a 
ort  of  "  bogey  "  brought  up  to  deter  members 
vrm.  voting  for  the  Bill.  It  does  not  affect  the 
oterests  of  the  lawyers  in  any  way.  It  allows 
he  Government  simply  to  appoint  an  agent  in 
ay  of  the  towns,  and  he  receives  the  deeds  the 
ame  as  in  a  registry  office,  and  sends  them 
town  to  be  registered  where  the  registry  offices 
ffe.  I  do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  the  matter. 
ft  will  save  a  considerable  sum  of  money  ;  and 
'.  can  say  that,  because  I  have  had  a  great 
leal  to  do  with  deeds  myself.  I  am  not  a  soli- 
itor,  but  I  have  been  chairman  of  a  building 
ociety  that  has  had  dealings  very  largely 
a  deeds,  and  this  has  led  me  to  see  the 
tifficalty  that  at  present  exists.  Now  208., 
iSs.,  or  dOs.  is  often  charged  for  agency  in 
/hristchurch,  and  it  will  pay  the  Government 
eiy  well  to  take  charge  of  the  deeds  for  2s.  6d., 
ad  the  agent  in  Timaru  can  send  them  down 
wice  or  thrice  a  week  to  be  delivered  to  the 
iegistrar.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  searching, 
he  solicitor  who  drafts  a  deed  never  searches 
he  register.  He  sends  it  down  to  an  agent, 
ad  the  agent  examines,  and  when  there  is  any 
avestigation  wanted  it  is  sent  up  and  in ves ti- 
nted in  the  place  where  the  deed  is  made. 
'hat  is  my  experience  in  the  matter.  I  ask 
he  House  to  pass  the  second  reading  of  the 
Uil,  and,  if  there  is  any  technical  improve  ment 
equired  in  it,  it  can  be  made  in  Committee. 
have  been  fourteen  years  chairman  of  a  build- 
ag  society,  and  have  had  a  large  quantity  of 
feeds  pass  through  my  hands,  and  perhaps  I 
now  as  much  about  them  as  many  lawyers  do, 
nd  I  can  assure  the  House  that  the  Bill  is 


needed.  No  new  staff  and  no  expense  to  the 
Government  will  be  rendered,  necessary  under 
the  Bill,  and  it  will  save  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  people  who  are  getting  small  pro- 
perties transferred — ^properties  worth  £50,  £100, 
and  £125.  It  will  be  a  great  saving  in  such 
cases,  on  which  the  present  charges  bear  very 
heavily. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  —  I  may  say  that  in 
Timaru  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  and,  so  far  from  the  lawyers  being 
opposed  to  it  there,  they  are  in  favour  of  it.  If 
I  understand  aright,  one  of  the  requests  made 
by  a  deputation  to  the  Treasurer  was  in  favour 
of  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  of  this  character. 
It  has  been  urged  that  the  Bill  may  probably 
mean  the  creation  of  a  new  department ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  gentleman  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Timaru  has  not  his  time 
so  fully  taken  up  as  he  could  wish,  and  he 
might  easily  pass  these  deeds  through,  and  at 
the  same  time  get  a  small  revenue  for  the 
Government.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Bill  would 
be  hailed  in  South  Canterbury  with  great  grati- 
fication: in  fact,  the  feeling  there  is  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  thought  this  Bill  would 
pass  without  a  single  objection.  I  am  there- 
fore somewhat  at  a  loss  to  meet  the  legal  objec- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  it.  The  cir- 
ciunstances  are  these :  Fourteen  months  ago 
when  I  was  at  Timaru  the  question  was  brought 
before  me,  and  a  strong  desire  expressed  that 
a  registry  office  should  be  establi^ed  at  that 
town  and  at  others  of  a  similar  size.  They 
have  asked  for  the  same  privilege  durmg  the 
present  session.  A  deputation  consisting  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hokonui,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Gladstone,  besides  other  members, 
brought  the  matter  before  me.  I  referred 
to  the  RegistrajT-General  of  Lands,  and  his 
opinion  upon  the  subject  is  very  short.  It  is, 
'*  With  regard  to  the  deeds  registration,  the  only 
difficulty  is  section  47  of  *  The  Deeds  Registra- 
tion Act,  1868,*  which  requires  personal  attend- 
ance to  take  out  instruments.  If  this  were  re- 
pealed— and  it  is  really  of  no  practical  utility 
—  there  would  be  no  objection."  Therefore, 
Sir,  I  ordered  the  Bill  to  be  prepared  ;  and  the 
House  must  judge  between  the  statement  of 
the  Registrar- General  and  the  objections  made 
by  honourable  members. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **That 
the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  49. 


Allwright 

Fraser 

Locke 

Atkinson 

Fulton 

^lacandrew 

Ballance 

Goro 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Barron 

Hatch 

McKenzie,  J. 

B.-Bradshaw 

Hobbs 

Menteath 

Brown 

Hursthouse 

Montgomery 

Bryce 

Ivess 

O'Callaghan 

Buchanan 

Kerr 

O'Conor 

Cowan 

Lake 

Parata 

Dargaville 

Lance 

Pearson 

Duncan 

Larnach 

Reese 

Fergus 

Levestam 

Richardson,  E 

872 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  BiU. 


[Adg.1 


llolletton  Thompson,  T.    Wilson. 

RuMoU  Thomson,  J.  W 

8toward,  W.  J.  Trimble 
Batter  Voffel 

Taylor  Walker 

NOXB,  10. 

Hovan  Hislop 

Buokland.W.F.Heid 
Oonolly  S<*(ldon 

Hamlin  Whyte. 

Majority  for,  39. 
Bill  road  a  second  time. 


Tellers. 
Guinness 
Tumboll. 


Tellers, 
Buckland.J.O. 
Samuel. 


PUBIJC  TRUST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Sir  J.  VO(tKIj,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
inff  of  the  Publio  Trust  Office  Bill,  said  its 
object  was  to  add  the  Native  Minister  and  the 
Survoyor-(»rnoral  to  the  Public  Trust  Board. 
Sinre  the  Bill  was  printed  ho  had  rcoeived  a 
roquosl  from  the  Controller  and  Auditor-Gkne- 
ral  to  take  him  off  tlio  Board ;  and  he  proposed 
to  i\(Ul  wonls  to  the  clause  to  that  effect.  He 
had  the  permisnion  of  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-Ctoneral  to  read  a  memorandum  to  the 
effect  that  he  wished  to  be  relieved  from  acting 
on  the  Hoard. 

Mr.  SAMUKLsaid  no  doubt  this  Bill  would 
bo  v«»rv  ailvantageous,  as  the  Minister  for 
Native  Affairs  should  certainly  be  on  the 
Boartl,  since  so  many  Native  lands  on  the  West 
Coast  had  been  put  under  this  office.  He 
trusted  that  the  Government  would,  during  the 
nvo****.  take  into  consideration  the  question 
of  ehani^ing  the  whole  ailministration  of  this 
ortiro,  and.  if  p«^ssible,  pnx-ure  for  the  othce 
MMue  IvH'al  Bv^n^^l!^  or  other  rnean^  of  obtain- 
ing Uvnl  infv^rni.ition,  so  tliat  its  atT:\irs  m:k;ht 
bo  niava»:ed  in  a  MMnewhat  businos>Iike  man- 
ner. 1 1  had  bi»en  sovoral  limes  prv^iv^evi  in  the 
mst,  noiaMv  by  the  honourable  n^eml^or  for 
Aui'k'iud  Ka^r,  that  •^ome  such  sv^rem  shoiiKi 
Ih*  a.i 'i^tttl  a  oontral  Ivvarvl  with  local  I>oai\ls 
of  in. w. axemen t.  and  a  system  of  audit  l\v 
audit.^i>i  Mvoially  httt^i  for  the  t-v^k,  who 
wouUl  auviit  the  \\hole  alTjiirs  of  the  Kx\al 
lv\Uvi<,  Whatoxer  s>>itom  mi>;}it  be  adoptoil. 
ho  tn  vj>;»\t  from  one  erd  of  the  col.^nv  to  the 
oJ^..T  It  was  rtvv^i:n- -t\i  t>at  thorv  shoiild  be 
siov.ii*  ohavi;.^  b\  w..;oh  the  whole  v^f  iho  cor.trv^l 
n\  ,;'^i  Ih»  o\vrv':M\l  m  the  Kv\ih::c<  whore  t'.io 
b.jv  r.ov>  of  s)-.:^  oiViv^^  was  c\^nAi-.o:<\i :  and  that 
lh»io  >,\ou'.xl  U*  Sv^me  moan*  of  ir.v'gin*;  as  to 
llio  '.ov'aI  in\es:?r.ont<  other  th.iw  wa>  nv>w 
o\.  !>'  >.'d.  and  aIN<^  fv^mo  iv.oan<  of  rv,\lirirc 
0'^:.'.*.>  l^v  >otno  v.Wv^^o^  w'v.*';  wou'd  cans*: 
Kn>'..vs  to  t.v^^o  *y  n.  T*.oa..x  ir.:<ry'sU\i  l.;An 
x»*v  xvoa^^onixi  o\  T.io  rn^^o*':  '-N-^toai. 

i^...  T\'A^i  a  #^vor,vi  ai'.vi  a  i:v.r.i  ;:iue, 

N'vw  rv  VI  \Nn  i  v^  vx  fit  t  , 

S  I  J.  VvV-Vl   ■    I  r.*.o\x^.  T   a:  :ho  New  Tea- 


i  x\^r. 


.%  »^ 


.  K'  ro,u;  a  ;>..r.:  ;ui:e. 


Xlvot  AVfviN>ON       IXys  l,.e  v*s-\orr.n;or.S 
|Vvxv-vo  ro  <s^  v^.  w;Ui  lli;>  Ku.  ui  liio  a^s^^soe  of 

U^o  IV'v  /t* 

V.oor    \    KlNSv^N.— I  an  5crrr  fop  it.  al^ 


that  it  should  be  so.  Bat  I  shall  han  % 
make  some  remarks  about  the  line  that  4» 
Premier  has  taken,  and  I  shoold  have  i« 
much  preferred  his  being  present.  Bat,  tfiJt 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  them  i 
though  he  may  be  absent.  The  sction  cf  \Sm 
Government  has  been  so  extraordinary  upst 
this  Loan  Bill,  and  their  desire  to  hide  t 
the  public  the  reasons  of  their  action  by  haA- 
ing  the  report  of  the  debates  in  CommittBCfli 
the  Bill  was  so  evident,  that  I  feel  it  doe  iDO^ 
self  to  place  before  the  country  my  vient,  x; 
rather  my  criticisms,  upon  the  action  of  ^' 
Government  in  this  matter ;  and  I  wish  sl»t»; 
call  attention  generally  to  the  eztraordioaifi 
line  which  the  Government  have  taken  en  tk» 
question  of  borrowing.  I  shall  be  as  sboit  is  I 
can,  but  still  I  must  occupy  sufficient  time  t»' 
place  my  views  at  any  rat3  with  some  distiKl- 
ness  before  the  Honse.  The  one  thing  thst  tla| 
Government  have  insisted  upon  has  been  dai ; 
they  were  to  have  borrowing  for  railway  ps- 
poses  and  reproductive  works.  The  Preair 
has  always  insisted  that  no  other  works  vat 
to  be  undertaken  than  those  of  a  reprodoctiit 
character.  The  Treasurer,  at  various  tiai* 
and  in  various  ways,  has  kept  before  dM 
country  very  large  schemes  of  bonowiog.aai 
wc  know  that  during  the  recess  the  whole  of  S^ 
Government  were  very  much  enamouzed  tf 
these  large  schemes ;  and  so  certain  were  tfe^ 
that  this  House  was  too  conservative  for  ^m 
purposes  that  I  think  I  am  right  in  sajiag 
that  the  whole  of  the  Ministers  desired  te 
pass  over  this  House  and  refer  directi7t» 
the  people  on  some  large  borrowing  scfasae 
which  was  to  **give  the  colony  another  cbaoee." 
And  it  was  not  until  the  Opposition  had  spaka 
very  plainly  on  this  matUir  that  the  PiaBiOr 
adopting  their  policy,  made  the  celebnted 
speoch  at  Invercarjji if  which  the  Treasurer  ii& 
been  at  such  pains  since  to  interpret  in  a  sassd 
which  the  lan»niat:e  of  that  speech  wonldin^ 
way  boar.  Now,  I  want  the  House  to  oot- 
si'ior  and  t  >  remember  what  has  led  uptotto- 
ivhcme.  After  that  speech  at  InvcrcaigiU tke 
Ireajiurer  m,\  -e  another  great  speech  in  Anci- 
lanJ.  in  whicri.  although  he  was  apparenl»y 
aJdro^Nir.j  tLc  mblic,  he  was  really  addrraaDf 
ib.o  IV  in  1  e  r.  H  t-  t  hen  bo  -  ;ed  to  be  allowed,  is 
ar.y  ra:e.  to  (t;..i:  in  a  part  of  his  scheme,  ii 
nc;  thf  wl.  I'  o:  t'.iat  j>oheme,  which  he  JSO" 
I  fcs^-  I  to  n.v..:oo  ^j  v«.ry  mvKierate  limits.  B» 
.  askovi  then  icr  t\  v  exp«.ndiiure  of  only  two  ml- 
'  l;v^n>  a  year.  V»,.:l.  as  we  know,  the  PttBua' 
vi-jtt  mim.vi  that  ne  wou'.d  not  have  evensola^ 
'  a  sum  jk>  ir.  .:.  Then  we  had  the  Finsnoil 
!  St^^tcn^e:;:.  w...oh.  as  I  ri>inted  out  atthetise. 
I  apix^axi'A  to  Je  v^ry  mxi<.rate;  but,  as  I  ala» 
j  vi:»;ur\>i  to  iv:r.;  o;::,  it  was  only  modeiate  a 
•  ai  IV  A-r-uivV,  ana  r.r:  la  reaaty.     I  pointed  «tf 

■  o\Jk.-;  V  w  -At  :<  c'n^:r.^  now — exactly  the  eoB- 
:>v<..r'  w h:.:i  trc  hid  fr?m  the  Treiisura  the 
ot  r  t  r  V  ;  - :  -  A>  to  t  h  .^  *  oan  he  has  now  prope»^ 
»j...-  .  :..t   r-.:n  ir  his  pjiraded  before  us •sfc 

■  lArvr.ri-.^"^  ^:  I--.*  >.^rrow:ng  policy,  I  poinw 
0-1  :.'.a:  ::  :>  er.t.r^.y  m^itoiiate  to  meets* 
#^-Ji-.-*       :'  :„»  F.   kr.V  a:  Staiement,  and  J» 

^  Lk   m— -i  rv:r.-,w  iaro-*J  o^«  *°«^  *^^* 
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ftn  if  he  would  give  effect  to  that  Statement. 
Tell,  everything  is  now  being  gradually  de- 
doped  from  those  benches  exactly  as  I  stated. 
ow  I  want  to  go  to  the  schedule  of  the  loan 
■elf ;  and  I  must  ask  the  House  to  remember 
lat  we  were  told  that  this  loan  was  to  be  car- 
laxked — that  every  vote  was  to  be  for  repro- 
Bctive  works,  and  that  every  vote  was  to  be 
bsolutely  secured  to  the  purposes  for  which 
teliameut  voted  it.  And  not  only  was  this 
lan  to  be  ear-marked  in  this  way,  but  the 
forth  Island  Trunk  Loan  was  to  be  secured  in 
similar  manner.  We  were  told  in  the  Finan- 
tal  Statement  that  there  was  plenty  of  money 
-lots  of  money — to  last  for  two  years,  and 
bat  this  new  loan  was  to  be  used  for  railway 
Qtposes  only,  there  being  £800,000  to  use  for 
ud-pnrchase  and  for  general  purposes,  and 
be  Korth  Island  Trunk  Loan  for  the  purpose 
vr  which  it  had  been  authorized  by  this  House. 
3iere  was  no  mistake  at  all  as  to  the  three 
nrposes  for  which  these  three  several  sums 
rere  to  bo  applied.  Then  we  got  a  little  fur- 
her,  and,  curiously  enough,  after  the  Ministers 
lave  separately  considered  this  question — they 
lo  it  separately  ;  it  is  not  the  Government  that 
loes  it — they  find  that  the  amount  in  hand 
ii  not  sufficient  for  land-purchase  and  general 
Kuposes.  According  to  the  statement  of  the 
Dolonial  Treasurer,  it  was  discovered  by  the 
Ifinisters  separately  that  the  £800,000  would 
not  yield  them  sufficient  for  those  purposes. 
Ihen  we  had  that  extraordinary  proposal  made 
to  purchase  rails,  rolling-stock,  and  sleepers, 
in  order  to  put  this  £300,000  in  funds  for  the 
pQiposcs  those  honourable  gentlemen  required. 
out  this  was  not  enough,  and  we  were  also 
told  that  a  portion  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan  was  to  be  taken  for  land-purchase.  And 
tiien,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  and  as  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  again, 
this  only  provides  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
iot  this  year  for  the  purchase  of  land :  it  only 
provides  tor  that  purpose  £100,000,  all  of  which 
the  Native  Minister  has  told  us  he  will  require 
for  the  present  year.  So  then,  with  these  last 
•additions  to  the  scheme  before  us,  no  money  is 
fiovided  other  than  is  voted  on  these  estimates 
lor  purchase  of  land  or  for  general  purposes 
beyond  this  year.  Then,  the  loan  we  are  now 
eonsidcriDg  was  paraded  before  us  as  a  loan  to 
he  applied  absolutely  to  railway  purposes  only ; 
«nd  yet  we  find  the  very  first  two  charges 
against  it  are  for  liabilities  on  railways,  which, 
elearly,  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  £800,000. 
The  whole  of  the — in  round  numbers — £370,000 
is  suddenly  transferred  from  a  charge  against 
ihe  £800,000  which  we  were  told  there  was  in 
hand,  and  made  a  charge  against  this  new 
loan;  or,  in  other  words,  instead  of  charging 
liabilities  against  funds  in  hand,  those  liabili- 
ties are  charged  against  this  loan,  in  order  to 
allow  the  fund  they  should  be  charged  to  to 
be  used  for  general  purposes.  Practically, 
£800,000  is  taken  out  of  this  new  loan  for  gene- 
nl  purposes.  I  only  wish  to  point  this  out ; 
I  am  not  saying  it  is  wrong ;  but  it  is  alto- 
gether misleading  the  country,  the  House,  and 
the  persons  from  whom  we  are  borrowing  in 


England  if  you  say  that  this  is  in  any  sense  a 
loan  for  railway  purposes  only,  when  at  least 
£300.C00  of  it  is  for  general  purposes.  Then, 
we  have  the  transfer  also  to  this  loan  of 
£2%,000  for  permanent-way  and  rolling-stock : 
so  that  something  like  £600,000  out  of  this 
ear-marked  railway  loan  has,  in  reality,  been 
transferred  in  order  to  cover  that  extraordinary 
oversight  of  liabilities  amounting  to  £1,100,000. 
I  say  that  quite  £600,000  of  this  loan  is  prac- 
tically not  being  applied  to  railway  purposes. 
The  Government  do  not  attempt  to  answer  this. 
They  admit  it  at  once  now — not  in  direct  words 
do  they  admit  it,  but  they  do  not  attempt  to 
answer  it.  Very  well.  We  then  come  to  the 
loan  schedule  itself;  and  what  do  we  find 
here  ?  We  had  expected  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  tell  us  some  particulars 
about  these  railways  —  that  he  would  tell 
us  that  they  would  be  payable,  that  they  came 
within  the  class  of  reproductive  works,  for 
which  alone  the  Premier  said  he  would  consent 
to  money  being  borrowed.  But  have  we  had  a 
word  from  those  benches  to  show  us  that  any 
one  of  these  railways  has  been  considered  in 
the  light  of  the  return  it  will  make  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  colony  ?  I  have  not  heard  one 
word  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  departmental 
officers  have  made  any  calculations  or  not. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works,  in  a  general 
way,  stated,  **I  think  this  railway  will  pay, 
and  I  think  the  other  will  pay  so  much ; "  but 
he  has  not  told  us  that  any  really  responsible 
persons  have  gone  into  the  question ;  and  I 
venture  to  think,  looking  at  what  our  present 
railways  are  returning,  and  looking  also  at  the 
nature  of  these  proposed  lines,  that  the  per- 
centage of  return  from  them  when  made  which 
we  can  venture  to  hope  for  will  be  very  small 
indeed.  Then,  if  that  be  so,  I  ask,  is  the 
Premier  carrying  out  his  pledge  made  to  the 
House  and  the  country  that  no  works  should 
be  undertaken  except  those  of  a  reproductive 
nature?  Further,  the  Premier  has  told  us  the 
time  has  come  when  we  must  begin  to  taper 
off  borrowing,  and  he  has  assured  us  that  in 
two  or  three  years  we  must  cease  borrowing. 
We  know  that  that  was,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  figure  of  speech,  although  the  honourable 
gentleman  certainly  did  not  put  it  in  that 
way.  But  I  will  ask  any  one  here  whether  he 
would  be  prepared  now  to  vote  for  this  schedule 
as  it  stands  if  he  believed  that  we  should  have 
to  cease  borrowing  in  two  or  three  years.  Is 
there  one  of  us  who  would  dare  to  do  it,  even 
the  most  reckless  of  us  ?  I  venture  to  say  No  ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  shortly,  when  the 
'-ountry  comes  to  see  what  these  railways  will 
j  Loduce,  it  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
ihe  Premier  has  not  done  his  duty  to  the  House 
and  the  country  in  proposing  these  works  as 
reproductive,  and  that  he  is  not  justified,  in 
the  position  which  the  colony  is  supposed  to 
be  entering  on — tapering  off  borrowing — in  en- 
tering on  such  a  scheme  at  such  a  time.  But,  to 
come  a  little  further,  what  do  we  find  ?  We 
find  that  the  Opposition,  looking  to  these  rail- 
ways, and  looking  to  the  pledges  of  the  Premier, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  any  rate  two  ol 
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that  if  ther  dan  to  strike  oat  these  items," — 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  never  said  uifthiic  i 

the  kind.    I  do  not  think  I  have  used  thswai 

^  dan> "  this  session. 
Major  ATKINSON.— No;  the  hcmofizib 


tfc?  l^is  wrre  of  sach  a  n:itar«  th.M  eren  the 
fjl..  *rr^  ct  i..e  <'r.\eniment  mi^hi  be  made  to 
•e«  u:&:  i^vv  did  not  come  up  to  the  »tanisni 
wtLi:^  t-.-*  f*r^ni>'r  ha*i  annoano»\i  as  the  one 
W  w^  ♦.'.  re  -n.-ih^i  to  he  lu.^^-t.      Th^ncf^re 

tib-rv  rr.->^s<.>l  iIiAt  rvsclutiou  which  the  Pre^  .  g^entleman  only  looked  it,  and  strack  his  hod 

■Lj«r  jc..%  >ucciKit.vi  in  deft.a:ir.i;  by  zn^:n|c  it  on  the  table ;  he  did  not  say  it. 
an>-c<c£ir.  l«.nce  niuuon :  and  aficrvrAris  he  tock  ;      Sir  J.  VOGEL. — If  yoa  qnote  me,  qaote  oi 
»*»  '  T    as   the  nands  of   the   Uo'^s^.  a  much  -  correctly. 

■fecrv:  ««  \<n»  snub,  wr.on.  hiring  brruirli:  dc  wis  a  ;      Major  ATKINSON. — If  I  attempted  to  quoie 

Ki"**^;^je  fr?m  H:<  K\c»  .I-ncy,  ;t  W4>  xir*-''=i:ni-  the  honoorable  gentleman  I  should  hsw  to 

c.-.y  r\  .  :u  i  bv  iht.  H::i*«»-     I  say  the  :>tzi:er  r.^e  three  or  four  columns,  to  give  adtfioH^ 

cz..y  i<::.3i:.d  t^at  rv-^^luiivn  by  tr^*Aur.z  i;  a»  q:zctat:on  from  almost  every  speech  we  hire 

a  nc^-ccr.r.icEce  m.^i.^^n — n.;  iy  nit.'vi.i-i:  lie  £^  before  the  House.    It  would  be  quite  ia- 

Orrcs:.;..'n  ca  the  mtr-.is  oi  the  r«sc.-u:n.  as  possible  to  quote  the  hoaionzable  genUemu, bi 

h4  was  bcu.r.  i  :o  i.N  afur  t'-.t-  y\  i;:«  he  *.ai  nas  so  shifted  about,  first  one  way  sod  tha 

ci^ec.     Ho  wru.i  r.  :  c.r.^  ->.r  :s  ra  :t?  n-.r.te  another. 

a:   all,  bit  hi:   s.:::y'.y  L^i  ::  rt;-v-:-.'i  by   h:*  Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^Tfaat  does  not  excuse  fm 

iE-fcjrr.:y.    >».>*.  ».  a;  wa>  r;  :hr  -   .j^rii^.-r.  I.  i  fcr  curting  me  incorrectly. 

pr/cviw  .•      r.:-- V  I  r.Hv^d  :  ^  >:r.*\*  ,  u;  jf  iJ:e  M.».cr  AIKINSON. — Well,  shaQ  I  qiiote  tb 

so.  .-ou.e   t-a^?   l.r.t*  ^-'cn   il.e    H.;:'«<   *:^se-  hrncur^le  centleman?     "  We  must  bsv« tbii 

qv.  n;.v  a.-^  rr:^vi  ljui  no  b:i-:r.t^  t.'-.rj  :  i^Ittt  znn^r" — ssnkini?  his  hand  on  the  table.  Hi 

prrcv^vi.  f  .::   f  r,  :o  a' riv  the  ni  n-v  <;r-::ck  hi  n-«   say    "dare;**    but,  •*We  most  hsw 

ou:  tv  ;. «»  .*^:r>;r.-;- -n  vt  mn.-  iIat  n    ■■a-i^  -.n  Lr.-s  m:ni»y ;  and  I  throw  the  responsifailitj os 

ihv  >oj..«l-.c    to    ni.rv   yr>h:.».  .e   i^.r.:*  than  t>e  h.^cciracle  gentlemen  opposite  sod  (mte 

the  vo  r.i*  w-*   whu*h   C".j   a:i:    -.r:?   p-t  c:«^  K:ua?   if   they  do  not  give  us  this  nuHtfj." 

a^A.iU:  :  -^t.  :^  i^  tt  >o.  ."'.-It.-  c».'>:. :  srarrr  ihtns.  7.-_at  is  whas  the  honourable  gentleman  sail 

-Oi  i  w  "a;  »i...  the  i^'=i:T:'r  Lr.;r.  i.^  *     H*  e-anre  Tr.e  hjnosrable  gentleman  knocked  his  hsad 

dxwn   a:-.:   a.LLr\s-<:«:   u*  m   a   r-.-#5   r..»:i-:it  :27»-i  the  table,  and  flourished  his  hsnd  sboG^ 

*jvooh.  a::.:  ao-'-'.i  :""^  .7  •-.:  ::i  c^f  ^az:  ^r  aiii  Ick^  over  at  us  on  this  side  of  the  Hooa 

>.  u-xr  :y  ;u  h...i  -ji  huu:  to      >  iziar  La^     He  a»  if  he  wru.i  like  to  put  his  hand  npcB  a 

»».vu^Ni   t.'.m  oi  =..'t   Jx>  -. -^  eovcmv.  az  i.  r:c  hivir^    iar«d    to    presume   to  alter  liba 

pr*o;.vA'."v,  0:  n.'t  wk  -jC  to  o^arrr  out  wrai  <chro-Lle  wh::jihe  had  determined  to  hsTcia 

fov  a.,  ^tatvv.  t-:.^  w.>:i^  i.     7  *cn.  -.n  ct.-as  tn-  t^e   Lc^i:   B^.     I   can  quite  nnderstuid  tfee 

ttvrh*  ho    *A  *..   -1:  *    -  are  <i--t;r^.  ?  w  a  S-^  .-r*  ::  the  hoc  curable  gentleman.    Itraa* 

It  ,>.*:.  irstcAvi  .-:  rrTv-i..-^  a  frj>h  al'.-oxi:: -r..  -%t>:  c^^n  'ery  unpleasant  for  him  toheu^ 

\va  .  Avv  cot  rvV.-,--  1  :  -.'  ..  in  b."  th-e  ar:i.-.iz.t  ?r-:=i.rr  <:.ktizx  to  the  House  exactly  the  ofp 

oi  the  :t*i*«<  >iru.i  ,'  .t  '  *     ii<     i>i.  th^  H.^ise  **:e   ci  whas   he — the  Treasuier— hid  bea 

•o  b*'l;c^v  tOAi  hj>  ,U>.-v  »jl<.  1:  he  ocvi^i  jcy  <ay'-=.j.     I  can  q:ii:e   understand  his  fedJD^ 

jvt  :be    H.-..^-    to   io   :t*   to   r.-L-iv^s  hj*  Iv^kz  :ini-r  the  cin::::^ -stances.      But  there  is » 

"♦•'r^ivuTA.*  >    1?,  A-t-.."t  — a:  a.-.y  rfc^e.  to  tw  ;i»esti:n  a;  al-  t:iat  the  horcuraWe  genUaB** 

vvtvu:  .-:  :    -•><•  :*-*  ^'  tv***      ^*1  *  -t*:^--:^  roi_I  >t.4:cv:.  in  «u->jtArLce.  that  he  most  thio»4« 

VvA"  -.i      "i  -•   :  ;1  it     ::  »  «.-  iz  m-.i-vt. .c  to  r^:-Tv  ~:i::     :t  ut^'2.  us  if  we  dared  to  stnb 

toe  cL>:m:     V»  .      » . .r.  t.'-.  V.    .li*;  tov*  .:  .n  as  .  ^t't^-j  l_f -r\;~:\:-ies  to  which  he hadslloctfei 

hi>^  wv^r>'.  »    AS  i  .:  h.  i'  *     V.  •.,•:!  h^  >aiw  ;.-as  a=iOvi:its,    az.1   he   SAii   that  great  confnact 

wv  wvrv  i.    ■.»:  to  r*.   '«  :.*-•  i^«o>j  io  ^j^i  ^.t^^  w.'.i.  i  r«*i^t  tc  the  frarces  of  the  counlay^ 

«•<  ar-A  X.-   v.-    -c;  :>v  t-*\*    :  -rs^  *•#  t>.-.i  15  w.j  dii  r-c  iivij  hrzi  the  whxe  amoaiitofth> 

tr-%*fcx.t^i   -x,  .>;   ••:.-\^  X  -^  ;»•:  .v.  .rry      Ki  .^i:r  »_::i  he  asked  for.     There  is  no  gettinC 

u*^-;vd.  ^>  ,0  ,0   :.  4. -.1  **.'"*  .•  :.».*  :  .*:  as  *  .-*  -vjr  ii^is  fio;  as  all.     An  hrncoiable  pt^ 

w\^rcL  >sf  >^Os.  ^   *■    ^  :^  K^K     -;  ;-v  -:i:.r^:>cs  -c  zuti  z.ar  :ne  saj^  that  the  Treasurer osed tbi 

tho  vv..*r^       \V  ^«  «;jl:  ;  ;.^  ^  7    oi.  t   X*  hax^  ji  *.rl:>  -  i-^>k=^r-vi:*  ccnse^-ences,"'    I  smBOt 

b^a:^i  *»^t.i-^  a  -'fc-j*^  i.w-i.      •»  ^  jlo  20c  w^^zt  i:  su-t^'  5;i-r-  j£  his  Larx^Lfcce,  bat  that  certsialy 

?rv"  ♦.    :.      »\  ,'  .*   •  •*'*c    ••:.*•'•  to -■;>•'* 'i  :t    *    s  wati  lie -.•i'^a.     Tt-en  s:re  hrnc arable ^ntla»i 

bV,  x-o-  \  -    r  ;*.•  s.-.*  »:     .   k.-   :  «  k>  &s  r.^^c.  -v-zt   .-c.  rinher.  v  say.    "If  yoa  strike  «^ 

A     >»v  -•  -A.;  ,0  ^o  •-.*>  V  >kv  --•*-  .''^  t:w<  ti  s  zi-:c-.t  * — I  wH  n-rt  :ise  the  words  "due 

oi  «o.>o      >.>  .0  -AX    :,-".«  %           ,x  yr,-~LA-.r*.  to  >cr  j.i   rit  " — •*!  s.'.kl'  haxw  to  doooeoitw 

a:xi  ^^'  .'c  %  ,i  tov*  •v.-^.'*  3-.  \t  ^\iar      N.-*  wv  t;L*  rxs     I>*i^.l  h^Tw  jc  have  a  fresh  io«ii»8*J 

a.fc*x'  i  «v:s  -.^  -_*.*s  vca.  a-  ••  •  '.*;  * .»  «jl-:  ^  xr  ^-si^on.  jc  I  >.'.^    ia^^  w  tsa»e  half  of  the  Kottt 

*^*«v  t.K»  ^.'o»»,"k   —   *.v:' :    nr  t.-»    <*xs  Vij*-*.  l>,Az»i  rririli-ao.* 

:sss  "     r  A,  ^-v-  •  **:  ..*.  *'*-  •   -r  sA^-      *'-c  S.r  J    V  ;i;  vi.^rh-r«  were  three  thin?- 

\    '  ^vr  -.c  .^  :.  o    • .'  s.^  '      >i  4  Is      «>  ss  w  Y-n  iatv  -^..-t  r'-fzr'^nevi  the  third, 

w   ju  .tv  ♦n.  ,,c     I  *  .-x.^   »..    \».        1\.M -^i  ^:^.  ?.  *  :c  .^TvlNS.X — Yes :  there  WB » tki* 

Wcvwrr*,*.^  y, .:,,;. *:ai:   ^    .   ,,       -a*  :yv«    •*  ia;  ,v  irx<*.    wn.ci  iht»    aocirurable  eesUeffltt  i^ 

arv  2.T!i>i«v*^  ::  ;.*o  i"jfc«,^r      '."^..t  %  *  fcs  -   i  tiw  2:.2«:s  zie   *t      Hi  s*:i.  he  w«:ili  hawtocee- 

r"\*»itx^-\r  v^.     jat  *      -,•   ?i.v».  a    •-♦>»;    no  trwt  ,«t~e3  \TiP^  ii»  yvar.    R:t  this  money* 

a.^xv*.*vr   a.'-  >ai.v:.    *l    '•v*t  ••.  »    :  ^-  X  <r%.  .-r  v  w^-:    -i,  aowriijr^  »?  ^«  Premig,  ■&* 

tvs.  .*v^i  »vvi  •       .A^>*.»  ^'\jfc^  ..V."  .-v. .:    -1  ^'  \  ^j'-j.  '>'^'-.     I:  w^  are  5j  believe  dbe  Pwb* 

i  ^a;,'ov-'x  ,-i   -^^i  ,v.>.          I    :.  .^  ,..-.  »  «  »tj  t^^  u:-*  roo»:.-  wat»  zee  waa^cC  :.:r  apenditnrt  w 
s%N.^«t^.>4  ..,>  oa  uv  rto^Mik     %  «:afrx  «jv*  n.osM  .  ««.«r    2Cf  <tnd&  3iiXS  viear.  bet  unrthel^ 
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mrcr  says  that  if  we  do  not  givo  him  this  money 
M  muse  contract  his  expenditure  this  year.  I 
»nfeB8  I  do  not  understand  it  at  all.  The 
lonourable  gentleman  found  Captain  Kussell's 
notion  of  last  session  of  considerable  use  during 
the  recess,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  he  thought 
M>  himself  he  must  get  hold  of  another  bugbear 
10  use  during  next  recess  in  the  same  way. 
So  wanted  to  get  hold  of  another  stalking- 
lorse  on  which  he  might  go  about  the  country 
mmplaining  about  that  wretched  Opposition 
Inving  baulked  him  in  his  noble  purposes  once 
more.  It  does  not  appear  to  occur  to  the 
Mmourable  gentleman  that  he  has  any  re- 
^naibility  at  all.  Last  year  he  sat  there 
tfter  the  Opposition  had  refused  to  give  him 
irhat  he  said  was  wanted  for  the  good  govern- 
nent  of  the  country ;  and,  apparently,  he  is 
^ing  to  do  the  same  thing  this  year,  though 
le  was  very  brave  when  the  original  resolution 
fas  brought  down.  ^*  If  this  is  carried,"  said 
^e  honourable  gentleman,  "  and  the  money  is 
not  allocated  as  wo  desire  it  to  be  allocated,  for 
expenditure  on  certain  works,  we  will  go  out  of 
nffice.'*  But  when  we  said  that  the  honour- 
ible  gentleman  should  not  have  the  money  at 
Ul,  we  found  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
ms  quite  content  to  carry  on,  though  declaring 
diat  what  had  been  done  was  fatal  to  the  best 
intt'rests  of  the  country.  Well,  if  that  is  Re- 
tpoiisible  Government,  it  is  a  lesson  in  it  that  we 
Bare  not  learned  hitherto.  Then,  the  honour- 
ftble  gentleman  told  us  that  this  would  be  dis- 
ftBtwus  to  the  finances.  But  surely  this  House 
lm«  a  right  to  ask  him  how  it  will  be  dis- 
istrous — how  it  will  afiect  his  finances.  We 
have  given  up  expecting  that  the  honourable 
pntleman  will  leave  the  Treasury  benches  be- 
eause  his  finances  are  made  disastrous,  but  at 
Uiy  mte  he  might  tell  us  how  the  disaster  is  to 
he  brought  about.  I  want  to  call  the  attention 
•f  the  House  to  this  fact :  that  the  honourable 
lentleman  told  us  that  clause  16  of  this  Bill 
which  we  are  now  considering  makes  it  im- 
possible to  apply  any  item  of  this  loan  to  any 
oKher  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  is  set 
fewn :  that  is  to  say,  there  must  be  a  special 
■appropriation  by  this  House  for  every  penny  ex- 
pended. If  that  is  so,  how  can  it  be  disastrous 
to  have  a  line  struck  out? — because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  actually  proposed,  by  the  last 
fnesaage  sent  down  from  His  Excellency,  this 
item:  "For  unappropriated  sums,  £175,()00;" 
10  that  by  no  possibility  could  ho  have  done 
juiything  with  is  until  the  House  appropriated 
it  next  year,  and  that  would  be  some  months 
ftfter  the  commencement  of  the  next  financial 
^ar;  and  then  ho  would  have  to  proceed  to 
set  votes  of  the  House,  or  rather  would  have 
to  let  contracts,  before  spending  a  halfpenny  of 
it.  Therefore,  by  his  own  proposal,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him  to  deal  with  this 
money  until  well  into  next  year,  and  then  ho 
M>ald  not  have  applied  it  to  genera  purposes, 
or  to  any  purpose  except  that  of  railways, 
because  he  tells  us  that  this  clause  absolutely 
hinds  him  to  special  appropriations.  Then,  I 
Kk,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  reduction  which 
has  been  made  can  be  disastrous  to  the  gene- 


ral finances  ?  It  may  bo  disastrous  to  certain 
lines,  but  it  can  be  nothing  else.  The  only  use 
he  could  have  made  of  the  money,  if  clause  16 
is  elective,  would  be  to  invest  it  in  deficiency 
bills  or  other  securities ;  and  that  would  be  of 
no  use  to  him.  Surely  his  finance  has  not 
arrived  at  that  stage  yet  that  he  is  unable  to 
float  a  few  deficiency  bills :  and  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  lead  us  to  that  belieL 
Well,  he  says  that  it  is  disastrous,  and  I  again 
ask  him  how  it  is  disastrous.  Suppose  it  were 
true,  as  he  tells  us — but  it  is  not  true,  if  wo 
are  to  take  the  Premier's  statement  that  he 
does  not  want  the  money  until  March,  1888 
— the  non-voting  of  the  money  will  render 
necessary  a  certain  amount  of  economy,  say, 
to  the  extent  of  half  the  amount- -£90,000 : 
that  is  exactly  what  the  Minister  for  PubUo 
Works  has  told  us  that  he  means  to  do.  That 
honourable  gentleman  has  said  that  he  doea 
not  mean  to  spend  £1,500,000:  he  only  means 
to  spend  £1,400,000.  How  is  it  possible,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  showing,  that  the  striking- 
out  of  this  unallocated  amount  can  affect 
their  finance  at  all?  The  reasons  which  are 
given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  are  impos- 
sible to  fathom.  I  have  looked  into  the  matter, 
as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  doing,  and  I  con- 
fess that  I  can  see  no  way  in  which  we  can 
embarrass  our  fjiance  except  to  the  extent 
of  not  spending  that  amount,  and  how  that 
embarrasses  our  finance  I  cannot  understand. 
If  it  be  true  that  we  are  in  such  a  position 
that  the  non-spending  of  a  sum  of  £90,000 
additional  to  an  expenditure  of  £1,400,000  or 
£1,500,000  will  throw  our  finance  into  confu- 
sion, it  is  quite  time  that  we  and  the  London 
money-lender  knew  our  position.  I  venture  to 
say  that  such  a  statement  as  that  coming  from 
the  Treasury  benches  would,  if  it  were  known 
upon  the  London  money-market,  have  infinitely 
more  efiect  upon  the  price  of  our  loan  than  any 
honest  statement  that  could  be  made  by  the 
most  gloomy  of  prophets  either  here  or  in 
London.  I  want  to  say  this,  in  conclusion: 
that  it  seems  to  me — ^and  no  doubt  the  same 
has  occurred  to  others — that  the  Government 
have  never  really  faced  this  question.  It  is 
quite  clear,  from  statements  made  to  this  House 
by  the  Premier,  that  he  does  not  understand 
what  is  going  on.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  by- 
play that  we  see  and  hear  on  the  Government 
benches.  I  am  referring  to  the  public  state- 
ments of  the  Premier,  from  which  it  is  quite 
clear  that  he  does  not  understand  what  the 
proposals  of  the  Treasurer  are.  The  two  Minis- 
ters are  in  direct  confiict  before  this  House. 
The  Premier  tells  us  that  this  money  is 
wanted  to  be  kept  in  the  public  chest ;  while 
the  Treasurer  tells  us  that  if  he  does  not 
get  it  and  spend  it  our  finance  will  be  in 
great  difficulty  and  confusion.  Well,  I  say 
that  I  want  the  honourable  gentloman  to  ex- 
plain that  to  us,  and  I  say  that,  in  passing  this 
Loan  Bill,  we  ought  to  demand,  though  it  is 
useless  to  ask  the  House  to  do  it,  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  how  he  proposes  to  get 
necessary  money  to  carry  on  next  year.  I  have 
shown  the  honourable  gentlemen  time 
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time,  and  they  now  admit  it,  that  there  is  no 
money  for  t!:is  purpose.  Tlie  £200,(00  land 
iiahihty  has  disappeared;  there  is  no  provision 
for  it.  There  is  no  provision  for  roads.  The 
Premier  hoped  that  tlio  roads  would  be  cut  down 
by  one-half  next  year  ;  but  at  least  £160,000 
will  be  required,  and  there  is  no  provision  for 
that.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  only 
provided  for  the  votes  upon  the  public  works 
estimates  this  year  and  for  railwa}s  next  year. 
The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us,  in  a  covert 
manner,  that  we  must  have  a  loan  next  session. 
I  |x>intcd  out  to  the  Hou'^e  some  time  smce 
that  that  must  inevitably  follow.  The  Premier 
does  not  seem  to  beliivo  it:  he  is  always 
ridiculing  and  laughing  at  the  idea  ;  but  the 
Treasurer  tells  us  that  it  must  come  :  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  it  must  come,  unless  we  are 
going  to  stop  our  works  suddenly  next  year.  Is 
this  the  finance  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  the  (lovernment  ?  The  Government  pre- 
tended to  map  out  the  finance  for  two  or 
three  years ;  but  they  have  failed,  and  now  they 
hold  opposite  views.  There  is  only  one  mode 
of  explaining  tliis,  and  tliat  is  that  tlie  Trea- 
surer has  determined,  as  I  pointed  out  in  the 
debate  on  the  Financial  Statement,  to  keep  to 
his  own  scheme,  while  the  Premier,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  endeavouring  to  get  the  expendi- 
ture down  to  a  reasonable  limit — but  the  Trea- 
surer is  too  strong  for  him.  I  venture  to  say 
that,  unless  this  House  interposes,  there  will  be 
a  gradual  increasing  of  our  expenditure,  an  in- 
creasing of  our  loan,  and  an  increasing  of  our 
taxation  during  next  Parliament. 

Mr.  WAKKMKLD.— 1  have  not  spoken  dur- 
ing the  debate  on  tlie  Loan  Hill,  for  the  reason, 
mainly,  that  I  hold  views  upon  this  subject 
that  are  held  by  scarcely  any  other  member 
of  the  House— at  all  events,  by  verj*  few  indeed. 
I  believe  that  my  views  differ  very  much  indeed 
from  those  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kg- 
mont,  who  has  just  spoken.  I  have  been 
opposed  to  every  Loan  Bill  that  has  been 
brought  into  this  House  since  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  a  scat  here,  and  I  intend  to 
oppose  the  third  reading  of  this  Loan  Bill. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
borrowing  policy  that  was  initiated  in  1870  has 
been  a  bad  policy  for  the  country,  and  that 
these  difficulties  which  we  have  around  us  now 
are  mainly  the  result  of  the  policy  then  insti- 
tuted and  since  carried  out.  Of  course,  that  is 
entirely  a  matter  of  opinion.  There  are  no 
doubt  many  honourable  gentlemen,  and  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, who  believe  that  the  policy  instituted  by 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  in  1870,  and  put 
into  eflect  by  him  with  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  brilliancy  and  political  power,  was  a  good  one 
for  the  country,  and  that  any  evil  results  that 
may  have  ensued  from  it  are  owing,  not  to  the 
character  of  the  policy,  but  to  defects  in  its  exe- 
cution. I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  there 
were  defects  in  its  execution ;  I  am  quite  willing 
to  admit  that  the  honourable  member  was  met 
at  its  very  inception  by  political  difficulties  of 
enormous  magnitude,  which  he  himself  pointed 
out  to  the  country  with  great  frankness ;  but 
Major  Atkinson 


I  maintain  that  the  policy  was  vaattkmm. 
principle,  and  that  it  has  worked  most  <&■» 
troubly  for  this  colony,  for  the  reason,  not  dM- 
maladministration,  but  of  the  innate  vicicHiaiai 
of  the  principle  itself.  The  Colonial  TiBa«n^ 
when  he  brought  that  policy  forward  fii^ 
imagined  that  lie  could  forecast  the  fatnre « 
this  colony  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  hi 
laid  out  bis  policy  in  such  a  manim  thsti 
should  extent!  over  ton  years,  and  that  afithi 
end  of  those  ten  years— namely,  in  1880— snefc- 
and -such  results  would  be  visible.  He  ciJ* 
lated  that  by  that  time  the  results  of  hii  poB^ 
would  have  produced  a  revenue  capable  of  fif- 
ing not  only  the  whole  of  the  interest  on  lii 
ten  millions  to  be  borrowed,  but  also  a  revenw 
that  would  place  the  colony  in  an  easynn**- 
cial  position  owing  to  the  vast  increase  of  pop* 
lation,  the  vast  increase  of  resources,  the  n* 
increase  of  exports,  and  so  forth.  He  »ft» 
wards  had  to  modify  those  estimates,  becsw, 
as  he  told  us,  it  cost  the  Government  a  miliia 
and  a  half  to  obtain  the  support  of  the  pitwifr 
cial  districts  for  his  borrowing  policy;  andn 
many  other  respects  he  had  to  admit  that  bj 
calculations  had  been  inaccurate.  But  stillbi 
and  the  supporters  of  his  policy  held  to  it  tw 
in  the  main  his  estimates  would  come  cj 
right,  and  that  at  the  end  of  ten  yean  » 
interest  upon  the  ten  millions  would  be  B- 
coni^ed  by  the  increased  revenue  of  thecolfl^ 
arising  from  the  increase  of  population  and  a 
wealth.  Tho  ten  years  have  come  and  gone; 
and  what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  this :  that  in  til 
year  1880,  the  tenth  year,  the  end  of  the  period 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  allotted  to  eons- 
plete  the  operation  of  his  policy,  the  co1oiit«« 
plunged  into  the  deepest  depression  ithadew 
experienced  in  its  history.  So  far  from  tie 
public  works  of  tho  colony  yielding  a  ref«i» 
sufficient  to  pay  interest  en  the  loans,  tbj 
railways  of  the  colony  in  1880  wcrf  nol,rf 
their  accounts  had  been  kept  properly,  wi< 
more  than  their  bare  expen.ses,  and  the  coiodt 
had  to  provide  the  whole  of  the  interest  on  ImM 
out  of  taxation  during  those  ten  yean.  T» 
estimates  of  tho  honourable  gentleman enoiBT 
failed  to  be  realized.  It  is  true  the  populMJoe 
had  increased,  and  that  there  were  added  oM 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  to  thepopal»W" 
of  the  colony  in  the  ten  years ;  but  the  w«n* 
of  the  colony  had  not  increased  proporUon**^ 
to  tho  permanent  charges  for  interest  «» 
sinking  fund  ;  and,  what  was  more  signifi<*'' 
the  exports  had  not  increased  at  all.  That^ 
the  most  extraordinary  thing:  at  least, it*ij 
not  extraordinary  from  the  point  of  ^ieff  * 
those  who  think  m  I  do ;  but,  from  the  p«» 
of  view  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  thajJl 
where  the  great  miscalculation  was— that  wj 
actual  value  of  the  exports  of  the  co\on^^ 
not  increased  during  those  ton  years.  CotiJb 
on  further,  we  find  that  the  pbhcy  which «" 
honourable  gentleman  instituted  in  1870,  li^ 
ing  entirely  failed  to  realize  his  «*P^^*^ 
by  1880,  was,  nevertheless,  fastened  ^V^^j 
colony  like  a  yoke  upon  a  patient  Wi»^ 
burden,  and  the  colony  could  not  »JJ' 
it  off.    It  had  to  go   on  borrowing  in  «"** 
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support  the  borrowing  of  the  past — in 
ler  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  debts  that 
d  already  accrued ;  and  the  colony  found 
elf  absolutely  committed,  as  it  seemed,  to 
permanent  policy  of  borrowing,  without  any 
Qspcct  of  its  ever  coming  to  an  end.  The 
noarablo  gentleman  and  others  who  hold 
ifch  him  maintained  that  the  colony  would 
bdergo  periods  of  depression  and  prosperity, 
ictuating,  owing  to  causes  beyond  our  con- 
si,  but,  on  the  whole,  that  the  revenue  and 
Balth  of  the  country  would  steadily  increase, 
id  that  we  might  safely  go  on  adding  so  many 
illions  a  year  to  our  borrowing,  ad  infinitum. 
believe  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
ast  expressed  the  same  view.  I  remember 
is  saying  in  the  House  that  he  hoped  the  time 
ould  never  come  when  the  colony  would  not 
9rrow ;  and  there  are  other  honourable  gentle- 
ken  of  great  experience  who  hold  the  same 
lews.  I  am  one  of  those  who  never  held  that 
lew,  and  I  do  not  hold  it  now.  I  maintain 
lat  it  was  a  shocking  thing  for  this  country 
?er  to  admit  that  it  had  to  go  on  borrow- 
ig  from  year  to  year  in  order  to  keep  its 
tead  above  water  and  carry  on  the  work  of 
denization  and  settlement.  We  have  now 
eached  a  stage  when  men  all  over  the  colony 
ffe  beginning  to  discover  that  borrowmg  does 
lot  pay ;  all  classes  are  beginning  to  discover 
ihat  merely  to  borrow  money  in  London  and 
ipend  it  in  the  colony  does  not  produce  pro- 
iperity — in  fact,  that  it  has  not  the  magic 
operation  it  was  represented  it  would  have. 
People  are  also  beginning  to  understand 
throughout  the  colony  that  for  every  million 
we  borrow  we  have  to  raise  £40,000  or  £50,000 
more  of  taxation  annually  for  ever.  The  Pre- 
mier, with  a  candour  which  does  him  credit, 
has  told  the  people  that  every  addition  to  the 
public  debt  signifies  a  corresponding  addition 
to  the  permanent  charge  on  and  the  taxation  of 
the  colony.  There  is  a  difference  of  expression 
there  between  the  Premier  and  the  Treasurer. 
The  Prime  Minister  says  this  means  an 
addition  to  the  taxation ;  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  on  the  other  hand,  corrected  him 
in  his  Auckland  speech  and  said  that  it  meant, 
undoubtedly,  an  addition  to  the  permanent 
•charge,  but  not  necessarily  an  addition  to  the 
taxation.  There  we  have  a  difference  of  opinion 
hetween  those  two  honourable  gentlemen.  I 
^ouldask  the  House  to  consider  the  position 
at  this  moment,  and  let  us  see  which  is  the 
correct  view.  The  (Colonial  Treasurer  says  it 
Joaeans  an  addition  to  the  permanent  charge, 
but  not  an  addition  to  the  taxation ;  for  the 
^^^ason  that  he  is  still  sanguine  enough  to  be- 
lieve that  the  public  works  policy  is  developing 
itself  in  such  a  way  as  progressively  to  increase 
the  revenue  of  the  colony.  But  what  did  the 
I^e  Minister  tell  us  only  on  Friday  night  ? 
He  warned  the  House  that  the  consolidated 
revenue  was  not  increasing,  but  was  steadily 
diminishing.  And  what  is  the  position  now? 
We  are  about  to  add,  by  this  Bill,  £60,000  a 
year  to  the  permanent  charge  of  the  colony,  at 
the  very  moment  when  we  know  there  is  a 
^ciency  in  the  revenue  of  £100,000  for  the 


present  year.  Where  is  that  provided  for? 
What  provision  is  there  in  the  Budget  for  that 
£60,000  ?  There  is  no  provision  whatever  for  it, 
but  yet  we  shall  have  to  pay  the  money  next 
year.  And  at  this  very  moment  the  Treasurer 
tells  the  House  that  he  has  more  revenue  than 
he  knows  what  to  do  with,  and  asks  us  to  remit 
one-sixteenth  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  on  the 
property-tax.  The  thing  will  not  bear  looking 
into  at  all.  The  Treasurer  must  know,  if  he 
chooses  to  face  the  position  boldly,  that  the 
request  for  this  loan  should  be  accompanied, 
not  by  a  proposal  to  remit  taxation,  but  to 
increase  it,  in  order  to  meet  further  demands 
for  interest  on  loan.  I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman's  sanguine  temperament.  He  has 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  resources  of  the 
country.  I  know  that  he — as  all  of  us  do — 
believes  that,  in  the  long-run,  this  colony  is 
destined  to  be  the  premier  colony  of  the  whole 
Australasian  group,  and  that  wo  are  certain  to 
pull  through  all  our  difficulties.  I  quite  agree 
with  him  there ;  but  I  say  he  overleaps  great 
periods  of  time,  and  he  casts  his  mind  forward, 
on  the  one  side  of  his  ledger,  to  a  period  which 
we  shall  have  to  toil  towards  painfully  for 
years  to  come,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
deals  with  the  finances  of  to-day.  That  is 
the  difference.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
always  telling  us  not  to  be  afraid,  that 
things  will  all  come  right,  that  this  colony  can 
carry  any  burdens  we  choose  to  place  upon  it. 
That  is  perfectly  true :  the  colony  can ;  but  I 
say  if  he  places  those  burdens  upon  this  colony 
together  with  unremimerative  works  he  is 
greatly  imperilling  the  capability  of  the  colony 
to  come  out  creditably  in  the  end ;  whereas  if 
he  and  the  Government  of  the  country  would 
but  consent  to  let  the  colony  work  out  its  own 
destiny  in  a  natural  way,  without  attempting 
to  discount  its  future  by  great  borrowinj^s  we 
should  soon  arrive  at  a  very  much  healcliier 
state  of  affairs.  We  find  ourselves  now  asked 
to  authorize  loans  without  the  least  provision 
being  made  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
those  loans.  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
us  that  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand  slandered 
their  own  country  by  saying  that  if  this  bor- 
rowing goes  on  the  colony  will  not  be  able  to 
meet  its  liabilities.  I  have  always  held  that 
whatever  liabilities  this  colony  incurred  it 
would  always  meet  them,  and  I  believe  that 
no  colonist  has  ever  seriously  said  that  there 
was  the  slightest  probability  of  the  colony  not 
meeting  its  engagements.  I  do  not  fear  that 
at  all.  There  will  never  bo  such  a  thing,  I 
am  convinced,  in  the  history  of  this  colony 
as  incapacity  to  meet  its  engagements.  Tliu 
money-lenders  ajre  quite  safe.  But  it  is  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  we  have  to  think 
of.  We  have  to  think  of  the  burdens  which 
must  be  placed  upon  them  if  this  borrowing 
policy  goes  on  in  this  reckless  fashion,  without 
even  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  this  House  to 
treat  it  in  a  businesslike  manner.  We  n.re  to 
go  on  raising  loans  from  year  to  year,  without 
knowing  in  the  least  how  we  are  going  to 
pay  the  interest  on  them ;  and  wo  aro  actti' 
ally  to  make  a  pretence  of  remitting  ta 
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M  a  time  when  tliorc  is  a  deficiency  of 
£lOiJ,(Y/0  kUuring  us  in  the  face  next  year. 
Sir,  "it  iii  a  far  cry  to  Loch  Awe."  London 
is  a  loxiR  dihtance  awav  from  us.  We  arc 
not  brouglit  into  iuimtHltate  contact  with  onr 
crc^liton;  but  I  nay  that  if  the  people  who 
subscribe  our  loans  had  the  least  idea  of  the 
preHcnt  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country  our 
next  loan  would  be  a  dead  failure.  I  am  con- 
vinced tliat  if  the  Stock  Exchange  had  the 
tilighU'ht  i(if*a  of  what  we  arc  doing  in  this  Bill 
wo  hliould  not  float  our  loan,  or  we  should  have 
to  float  it  on  such  conditions  as  are  imx>osod 
on  very  bbaky  countries.  And  they  would 
have  good  reason  to  put  us  on  a  par  with 
such  countries  when  they  see  a  Government 
coming  down  and  proposing  a  loan  of  £1,500,000 
whon  it  is  absolutely  not  able  to  come  within 
£1(K),0()0  of  its  ordinary  expenditure.  I  should 
like  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the 
rffoft  of  this  borrowing  policy.  We  hear  it 
Htatcd  here,  and  we  hear  it  all  over  the  coun- 
try, tliat  we  cannot  fltop  borrowing — that  to  stop 
would  bring  about  disaster.  I  deny  that  en- 
tirely, and  I  say  that  if  we  were  to  stop  borrow- 
ing inimcdiately  it  would  bo  the  very  best 
tiling!  for  the  country.  I  believe  now  that,  if  we 
iMJuld  borrow  no  moro  on  the  London  raoney- 
niarktt,  except  for  the  effect  it  might  have  on 
priviitt*  credit  it  would  be  the  best  thing  that 
could  happen  to  the  country.  Our  railways  do 
not  )ui  V.  Tliero  is  no  getting  over  the  fact  that 
till*  farther  wo  extend  our  railway  system  the 
ItmM  revenue  we  get  from  it.  The  gross  revenue 
is  less,  and  the  nut  revenue  is  a  great  deal  less. 
We  liAVo  to  pay  out  of  consolidated  revenue, 
apuit  from  railway  revenue,  more  every  year 
in  i»i«»]H)rtion  as  we  extend  the  mileage  of  our 
Imec,  lu  order  to  pay  interest  on  the  construc- 
tiiMi  i>f  those  lines.  These  are  facts  which 
eiinnni  be  got  over,  for  we  have  returns  laid 
<m  I  III'  tal»U>  showing  that  it  is  so.  You  may 
May  tliivt  that  is  beeau>'e  the  railways  are  not 
propi'ily  nianngeil.  lUit  why  are  they  not 
propi'rly  inuiuiKOil  ?  Because  the  system  is 
eMseniially  vicious,  fixun  any  sound  coramer- 
eial  point  of  view.  The  House  will  have  it  that 
the  railways  arc  to  bo  treated  as  the  Post 
and  Telefiiaph  IVpartments,  and  are  not  to 
be  iiMvl  for  ivvenue  pur^vses,  but  for  the  con- 
Neineneo  of  the  public,  Ihio  Ministry  after 
aiu>iUi'r  has  given  in  on  that  ^x^int,  Thevmay 
hu\e  slruiigled  for  a  short  tiino  ajjainst  it,  but 
in  the  ond  lliov  have  al\\!\>s  had  to  give  m ;  and 
then  they  defend  it  by  vi\ing  that  the  public 
K^ts  I  he  eonxeiuenoe,  and  I  hat  the  money  is  in 
Uioir  jvvket.>  if  it  is  nv>l  m  the  Trt^asury.'  Hut 
the  uiteivnt  on  the  K^*n««  has  to  W  paid,  and  if 
lhe\  do  not  t«ke  that  out  of  the  ^XH»kolsof  tiuv^e 
wbo  Use  the  rail\>a\ji  thev  liavo  to  take  it  cut 
ot  \\w  ^wkets  of  tluvso  who  do  not  use  them,  for 
Iho  iHMieiit  of  thoN»»  \\hx>  do.  Ihori^fv^re,  «>- 
K:u\hd  iioiu  (ho  jv mt  vNf  \ie\v  frvMU  which  the 
TivrtMUt  r  ix  kJUxud  II  when  he  br\n:j:at  down 
his  |m1u  \  x^(  iS.i^  namel>.  that  the  railw*ys  ' 
hliould  Iv  iKe  uuNntUN  iixMu  whioh  to  m'«»  the  • 
fund*  to  iv*\  Uw>  \ntei>  st  vMi  the  UvinD — tiio  nul-  I 
\N*\  ^v^ho^  h,-\s  l»,Neu  a  ^Nn'.ij'\  ;e  f.^ilurv.  Then. 
v»^  aw  toUi  tVai  th^rv  ai>ft  *v^  uiaaw  pi\^vlo  cm-  ■ 


ployed  on  these  public  works  that  if  joaoij 
denly  stopped  them  it  must  lead  to  disitia.  ll 
do  not  agree  with  that  at  alL    I  say  iuda|| 
has  kept  dovm  the  exports  of  this  coosliTtfj 
much  as  the  withdraml  of  large  bodies  of  i^ 
bourers  from  profitable  work  to  put  them  m  m-. 
profitable  work.    Every  man's  labour  is  waft; 
so  mnch  money  if  devoted  to  a  profitable  oi^| 
but  we  have  directed  a  large  part  of  the  bkm 
of  this  colony,  besides  vast  sums  of  capitslal! 
a  great  amount  of  energy,  to  these  poUie  vodi; 
and  for  the  last  sixteen  years  all  this  has  bea 
devoted  to  unprofitable  works  which  have  am 
returned  any  interest  in  proportion  to  fcke  ci» 
tal  and  the  labour  which  have  been  expend 
on  them  ;  whereas  if  all  that  capital  sod  it 
that  labour,  and  all  that  energy  had  hmLOt- 
ployed  on  productive  industry,  whether  it  iw 
farming,  or  mining,  or  anything  else,  tbstr 
would  have  been  a  vast  deal  more  weUtkk 
the  colony,  and  the  exports  of  the  coloiy  watt 
have  been  greatly  increased.    I  say  that  if  l»> 
morrow  you  ceased  borrowing  and'  stoj^  il 
these  public  works,  the  effect  would  be  iaM 
you  would  divert  your  labour  and  yourc^sal 
to  profitable  work,  and  in  twelve  months'  tm 
the  colony  would  be  far  richer  than  it  is  il 
present.      There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  If 
unprofitable  works  going  on ;  and  I  shall  in- 
come the  day  when  there  arises  inKevZea 
land  a  statesman  who  will  have  the  bobiaea 
to  announce  that  he  will  put  a  stop  toall  tbjese 
unprofitable  works,  in  spite  of  the  unpopolan^ 
it  may  bring  upon  him.    I  do  not  wish  to  nuia 
any  attack  on  the  Government  in  regard  to  tfas 
measure  or  in  regard  to  their  puUie  vcds 
policy.    I  believe  the  Prime  Minister  has  mak 
an  earnest  endeavour  to  bring  public  onaiai 
into  the  right  channel,  which  will  lead  ta  t 
cessation  of  the  borrowing  policy;  bathelMi 
grievouslv  disappointed  me  and  a  great  inii^ 
others  who  wished  to  work  with  himintha^ 
direction,   by  allowing  things  to  take  ^aet 
which  were  not  in  accordance  with  thevievslii 
expressed.    He  has  undoubtedly  an  amooct^f 
public  enthusiasm  which  not  manyothersieB 
in  the  colony  possess.    I  should  not  go  too  {k 
if  I  were  to  say  that  he  rises  to  a  hei^t  of 
patriotism  which  inspires  admiration  em  ia  hii 
most  bitter  antagonists ;  but,  then,  his  woidi 
are  not  kept  in  countenance  by  the  deeds  of  hii 
colleagues,  and  he  will  be  judged  notbythi 
noble  speeches  he  has  made  or  the  patnow 
words  he  has  uttered,  but  by  the  ignoble  d«di 
of  his   Ministry,   as  perpetuated  in  Acts  » 
Parliament.    I  had  hoped  that  the  Prenuft 
by  the  noble  stand  he  took  in  the  recess,  a. 
w-hich.  I  am  bound  to  say,  he  was  followed  bf 
the  Treasurer  in  the  speech  which  he  deli- 
vered in  Auckland,  was  going  to  lead  the  oooa- 
tr>'  in  a  direction  in  which  it  was  willing  to 
be   led— that  they  were  going  to  lead  dbs 
colony  away  from  its  dependence  on  bonoiw 
money  —  to  get  rid,  as  soon  as  possible,  » 
a  loan  policy  as  the  permanent  policy  of  w 
cv^nntry.    But  what  has  the  honourable  gent*- 
man  done  ?    This  is  the  result  in  the  Bill « 
have  before  us.    The  mountam  was  in  labfy- 
and  it  brought  forth  a  ridiculoos  mouse.  W* 
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ice  to  do  away  with  a  borrowing  policy — to 
tke  Buoh  a  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  the 
imtry  as  has  never  yet  come  to  pass ;  and 
6  result  is — the  schedule  to  this  Bill  1  I 
td  hoped  most  sincerely  that  the  Government 
ire  going  to  take  a  new  departure.  They 
me  into  office  in  1884  under  totally  new  cir- 
imstapces  —  a  powerful  combination  backed 
» by  a  large  majority.  Everything  was  new, 
kd  they  were  hampered  by  no  old  traditions, 
I  that  they  had  every  chance  to  strike  out  a 
m  line  ;  and  what  have  they  done  ?  I  say, 
ith  sincere  regret  and  deep  disappointment, 
tat  those  honourable  gentlemen  have  simply 
■petuated  the  bad  old  system  of  bribing 
calities  with  public  works.  What  is  the 
liedule  to  this  Bill  ?  Can  any  man  pretend 
mX  these  railways  are  necessary  or  remunera- 
te? The  honourable  gentlemen  themselves  do 
9t  think  80.  Every  one  knows  that  these  rail- 
ays  are  as  bad  as  any  which  have  ever  been 
lade  in  the  colony,  some  of  them  far  worse. 
( is  simply  a  surrender  to  the  old  bad  system 
E  governing  this  colony  and  ruling  this  House 
f  the  distribution  of  borrowed  money  among 
iciJities  which  would  be  able  to  give  them 
oUtical  support.  I  do  not  say  this  in  any 
Ofitile  spirit;  I  would  say  the  same  to  any 
kher  Government ;  but  I  blame  those  honour- 
Ue  gentlemen  especially,  because  they  have 
ot  made  a  new  departure :  they  had  every- 
bing  at  their  back,  and  they  could  have  made 
I  change  if  they  had  chosen;  but  they  sar- 
mdered  to  difficulties  which  they  might  have 
jDt  over;  That  is  what  I  blame  them  for,  and 
pecially  I  blame  the  Premier  for  leading  the 
Knmtry  to  hope  that  he  would  take  that  new 
keiMurture  which  should  have  been  taken  in 
fib4.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  details  of 
lie  schedule  at  this  stage ;  but  I  would  ask 
MDourable  gentlemen  to  look  down  the  list 
iodftay  whether  there  are  more  than  one  or 
(vo  of  these  railways  which  could  not  be  left 
ifene  for  years  to  come,  and  possibly  many  left 
Uone  altogether.  I  will  only  take  one  instance 
—that,  is  the  railway  from  the  Thames  to  Te 
ikioha.  Is  it  conceivable,  under  any  condition 
of  things,  when  we  are  pretending  that  we  are 
inng  to  put  a  stop  to  borrowing  and  to  reform 
kbe  whole  of  our  public  works  system,  that  we 
ihoold  be  actually  renewing  a  line  which  it  has 
keen  shown  cannot  possibly  pay  ?  Even  the 
honourable  members  for  the  district  themselves 
pit  their  tongue  in  their  cheek  when  they  say 
h  will  pay.  We  remember  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  begun.  It  was  begun  in 
*  most  improper  way.  The  money  was  abso- 
^tely  not  voted  for  it,  but  for  another  rail- 
way altogether  —  the  Hamilton  to  Te  Aroha 
Bailway ;  and  the  way  in  which  this  line  got 
(heed  on  the  schedule  to  the  Public  Works 
Act  was  very  extraordinary,  and  was  severely 
cdticised  in  this  House.  It  was  begun  seven 
yeus  ago,  £50,000  has  been  expended  on  it, 
ind  there  is  not  a  locomotive  running  on  it  at 
ttiit  moment ;  and  yet  we  are  going  to  spend 
iBother  £80,000  on  it  1  The  Minister  for  Pub- 
Ife  Works  has  not  shown  that  there  is  any  ne- 
^BBsity  for  it,  and  nobody  has  shown  that  it  can 


possibly  pay.  That  is  an  instance  of  what  we 
are  still  doing :  we  are  simply  perpetuating  a- 
policy  which  has  been  condemned  on  all  sidea 
in  this  House,  and  condemned  on  every  public 
platform  throughout  the  country — the  making 
of  railways  that  do  not  pretend  in  any  respect 
to  realize  the  aspirations  of  the  public  works 
policy,  but  which  lead  to  expenditure  in  dis- 
tricts and  secure  political  support  from  those 
districts.  I  will  not  go  through  the  list  of  the 
other  railways ;  but  I  say  there  are  many 
others  in  this  schedule  quite  as  bad  as  the 
one  I  have  mentioned.  In  fact,  I  venture  to 
say  there  are  not  more  than  one  or  two  of 
them  which  answer  the  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Premier  in  his  speech  at  Dunedin 
as  being  necessary  and  remunerative.  Some 
may  bo  justifiable,  although  not  profitable ; 
but  I  say  the  effect  of  this  schedule,  if  carried 
out,  will  be  to  enormously  increase  the  per- 
manent charges  on  the  taxpayers,  and  in  no 
wav  to  relieve  them  from  the  burdens  they  have 
to  bear.  Of  course,  it  is  of  no  use  for  any  one 
to  hope  at  this  stage  that  he  can  alter  this  Bill 
or  defeat  its  passage.  I  have  not  spoken  at  all 
during  the  debate  on  this  Loan  Bill,  but  I  felt 
that,  having  taken  a  very  strong  stand  on  this 
point  whenever  I  have  appeared  before  the 
public  as  a  politician,  I  should  not  have  done 
my  duty  to  myself  or  to  those  I  represent  if  I 
did  not  say  what  I  have  said  on  the  third 
reading.  I  deplore  the  object  of  this  Bill  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  is  now.  I  had  hoped 
that  this  session  we  should  put  a  stop  to 
borrowing  ;  but  this  Bill  does  not  go  at  all 
in  that  direction,  but  rather  tends  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  It  is  committing  us  to  greater 
borrowing  in  the  future  than  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  in  the  past.  Next  year  another 
loan  will  be  necessary,  and  so,  year  after  year, 
it  will  go  on,  and  all  on  account  of  this 
measure.  That  is  a  matter  which  is  deeply 
to  be  deplored,  and  I  greatly  regret  that  the 
Government  should  have  thrown  over  their 
promise  of  the  recess  and  brought  down  a  mea- 
sure which  is  sure  to  have  these  consequences. 
Sir,  I  myself  have  always  been  of  opinion  that 
the  borrowing  policy  was  the  very  curse  of  the 
country, — that  it  has  demoralized  the  country 
from  top  to  bottom.  I  know  that  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  instituted  the  borrowing, 
policy  he  did  not  for  a  moment  contemplate 
what  the  consequence  would  be  upon  the 
habits  of  the  people.  Sir,  it  has  had  thia 
effect :  Wherever  the  borrowed  money  has- 
been  spent  in  lavish  sums  there  has  arisen 
a  degree  of  speculation  so  reckless,  so  short- 
sighted, that  it  has  substituted  for  a  solvent 
proprietary  an  insolvent  proprietary,  the  slaves 
of  the  money-lenders ;  and  it  has  checked  pro- 
duction to  a  degree  that  is  not  easy  to  calcu- 
late. As  I  have  seen  it  stated,  great  tracts 
of  country  which  formerly  produced  rich 
crops  of  grain,  or  of  pasture,  or  what  not, 
have,  for  many  years  past,  produced  no  crop 
whatever  but  a  crop  of  promissory  notes. 
That  is  exactly  the  case.  Why,  Sir,  there 
are  properties  in  this  colony  which,  before  the 
borrowing  policy  was  instituted,  were,  is.^iiB» 
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hands  of  the  ownera,  producing  a  large  amount 
of  wealth— properties  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
two  millions  ftterling,  which  at  this  moment 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  money-lenders,  occupied 
by  their  pensioners  or  agents,  by  men  in  pos- 
se s^sion — not  owned  at  all  by  the  pt-ople  whose 
names  arc  attached  to  them.  I  am  well  withm 
the  mark  when  I  say  that  the  f^roat  lend- 
ing companies  hohi  properties  to  the  value  of 
two  millions  bterling.  Is  that  a  happy  state 
of  affairs? 

An  lion.  MKMiiKit.— A  great  deal  more. 

Mr.  WAKKFIKLD.— Yt^.  I  know  that.  I 
paid  two  nulli'^ns,  but  was  thinking  onlv  of  two 
leuiiing  compuiiics.  I  ^iy  there  are  two  h^an 
compAiiie"*  that  are  at  prt>ent  in  po^<io-»ini  of 
lantifd  propt-riU'S,  to  the  value  of  two  uuil:ons 
Bteriiuj:,  tl.at  the  nominal  owners  do  not  hold 
a  sincrif  >hilhnc  of  intere»;t  in:  they  are  there 
simply  a«>  the  pensioners  of  those  urvftt  cora- 
panit*.  or  are  \\or<e  tlian  7vn^ilMlt•^s — tiitv  are 
tlitMr  hi 'Wis.  woikirit;  out  tiitir  ^t•^\ilu«^e,  \\ork- 
ing  out  their  live>  uiul  their  eiiei/ii.<,  tii»irvor>' 
heart "i,  not  to  esiabl^h  theinsclvts  aiid  their 
families  as  colonists,  but  to  pay  H»  or  1  "i  or  *Jl» 
piT  cent  iiiti  r«  -t  to  K-  diviibJ  aim'^".  :  i::«'  ^-iiare- 
hv  uitrsof  t'r.«  lo;;n  comp.ii.its.  Thar  i>  oi.*  of 
tlu»  t  lioct'^  of  tl;e  borrvWiiij:  policy.  It  ua>  also 
rreat<  d  ihroi\^i.«'Ul  tins  ctn;«ny  a  want  of  d«.pi  n- 
donce  on  iionst  toil  and  paiunt  tnr.ft  wuich 
hsv*;  ltd  to  vast  lo^s  of  wealth  to  ti.e  c,>ionv.  It 
ha-^  K  I.  t<v^,  to  a  faNe  sta^i-ianl  cf  li\iri^,  \%hich 
ha**  made  the  pcorle  vf  the  c^lr-ny  il.row  away 
nnliii  !.s  in  thf  a^^r^.^ate  wi.icli  t'-.^y  m'\.Lt 
have  had  in  tlu  ir  }y.1ss<.^Mcn  for  tLcin.-t.ve^  ai.d 
their  fauuiios,  to  make  ti:»-m  an  nuLr.rdcnt, 
brave,  and  nv»bK^  poi«ple.  Thi-*  ha<«  btc-n  the 
indirect  ttTtxn  of  the  K^m'wir.g  j>dry  :  and  I 
fww.  sp- wkiUi;  as  a  Urn  c-.  Km**:  ar.d  t»n«*  wi.o 
loves  Ills  coi:!;:r>' drArl> — 1  sav  li-.at  tJu  nure 
burvKn  of  taxation,  the  mere  waste  of  m.i.i-y, 
i^  a  small  thug  m  comranson  w.u.  tlie  tvu  of 
the  lierioraii.'Aiicn  of  the  people  frvm  ten  to 
Ivttom  that  we  see  in  Cv  n-^^xjiiti.ce  cf  tlte  pub- 
lic expiiidilurc  of  tirrowvd  m.^^in y  We  st-e. 
since  tl.e  vtar  1>70.  tl.e  s-ame  dirt r./.i nee 
XJp^Ml  liie  iioviinnitnl  —  private  a:. a  puoiic 
Ixxiies  de|H  ndti-.c  upon  the  tW  vtrr.nii  i.t — our 
towns  crvn\di"\i  with  people  wiio  ccu.vi  earn  a 
liviKc  with  ti;e  pnaust  ease  if  troy  d:d  not 
til  ink  thev  would  iCi : 
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mon:.  We  mo  v^ur  ijrai.d  colv  r.y  >p  :.:  UvAUse 
we  have  ci>mnu;;od  ourst.l\t>  to  c.»y.;al:>is  a: 
llie  oiiur  end  of  liie  world,  ir.-l.;.vi  cf  de- 
ponding  on  our  own  thews  ai:d  smews  :o  prc- 
ouoe  our  hvii  g  and  a  liai'dsomo  comix:* nee, 
which  liny  would  lasily  vio  in  this  m,;^:.incint 
counirv.  Tr.t<o  aie  iliO  ic:'.s>.'i:s  w,.^h  ha\f 
induced  me  tv>  ^ly^ak.  and  w:.y  1  >. .  11  Ke\er 
lose  ail  orivrtumty.  if  I  ha^-e  it,  of  r:o:t<;iE»: 
against  a  i\  licy  which  I  am  convmct-d  :<  wiv^rg 
m  pr:ro:v  le  in  it*  incir::,^n.  whion  ras  Kvn 
o\roi::»d  m  a  uianr.or  tiiat  ha>  brx^;\;l.:  ;*':i 
cvloiiy  liUo  I  lie  tiit.Mc  s:a:o  cf  a:!.;.r*  wf 
i>ee  tv^da\.ar.d  w'l.iou  h:vs  rlaci\i  ravu  ;t  liie 
iiK'ubus  that  wo  stv  uix'u  it  Sir.  1  K**:  » 
nvnv.  Thai  this  Bill  bo  rvaa  li:e  iliirvi  ume 
thjs  da>  tliriN^  nuniths. 
i^ir  vi,  t.KTW  -Sir»  I  wi<h  to  make  a  per- 


sonal  explanation.  The  honourable  gentieiBi 
who  spoke  last  stated— and  he  stated  pe]^9cl^ 
coirecUy — that  I  said  on  some  occaska—! 
I  believe,  on  several  occasions— that  I  kpi 
the  day  woald  never  come  when  we  ^M 
cease  borrowing.  Bat  it  was  then  argued  tkl 
I  meant  that  we  should  never  cease  banowi^ 
in  the  London  market  and  spending,  in  tbi 
colony.  Now,  that  was  not  my  idea.  I  b»> 
lieve  that  we  should  borrow  in  New  Zeaiaa^ 
and  that  the  time  will  come  when  Kew  Zeft- 
land  will  not  only  supply  all  this  Govennaal 
wants  to  borrow,  but  wuen  it  will  also  lend  U 
other  nations  beyond.  My  meaning,  in  ^aad, 
was  this :  that  any  nation  that  ce&Eed  haaom- 
ing  mtist  be  going  down-hill — must  have  ceuei 
to  grow ;  and  I  always  accompemied  the  a- 
pression  that  I  hoped  we  shoi^d  never  eem 
borrowing  with  an  explanation.  I  would  pcmt 
out  that  at  the  present  moment  the  mtnj 
companies  in  England,  which  are  lepzeseBtel 
by  the  Government  here,  are  borrowing  to^ 
lan;ely  to  construct  new  railways;  it  m 
only  the  other  day  they  intended  to  basw 
£lU.(XX).oao  to  make  a  canal  from  Manehfista 
to  Liverpool ;  the  Harbour  Boards  in  Gieil 
Britain,  too.  are  always  borrowing :  and  intbt 
sense  I  earnestly  hope  the  day  will  never  am 
when  we  shall  cease  borrowing.  I  rose  to 
explain  what  my  meaning  was  in  using  tfaM 
words. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— Sir,  I  listened  with  veiy  pel* 

attention  to  the    speech    of    the  honocnbli 

member  for  Selwyn,  and  must  congntoUte 

him  on  its  fluency  —  its  remarkable  fiaesqr> 

.\nd.  Sir,  in  the  line  in  which  he  shines  1«( 

lie  was  really  wonderfully    successful.    Si; 

the  line  in  which  that  honourable  gentleiBaB 

usually  shines  best  is  that  of  a  Cassandnin 

trx.  users.     Honourable  members  who  uefff- 

haps  not  conversant  with  the  classics  may  oflt 

object  to  be  told  that  this  lady,  on  condition^ 

certain  advantages   to  be  derived  by  Apollo, 

was  premised  by  that  mythological  peisonigB 

the  gift  of  prophecy.    The  lady  did  not  M 

her  part  of  the  contract— I  will  not  aywto 

I  the  pciiucal  Apollo  is :   possibly  the  boDoe^ 

able  member  for  Egmont — and  becaose  tN 

lady  did  not  fulfil  her  part  of  the  ocmtaet 

Apollo  ordained  that  her  prophecies  shooU 

never  be  worth  the  breath  with  which  they  ««• 

uttenrd.     In  that  respect  I  oongiatolate  ^ 

hcnourable  gentleman  as,  as  I  said  jnst  M, 

a  Cassandra  in  trousers.    His  speech  from  an 

I  to  end  was  a  tissue — a  series  of  prophea* 

•  which  I  hope,  and  I  know  every  member JD 

'  this  House  but  himself  must  hope,  will  not  ba 

fulnlled.    His  disposition  may  be  such  tbat  U 

can  look  with  complacency  on  the  rain  of  t20 

colony — on  its  depopulation.     He  would  M^ 

mmd.  perhaps,  that  we  should  lose  the  o^ 

!  who  are  here.      He  may  be  so  misantbiopi> 

as  to  desire  to  have  Kew  Zealand  to  himself- 

to  be  the  last  man  of  New  Zealand,  and  fj 

.  wai-.dcr  over  it,  and  to  live  on  wild  froite  ijj 

■  potatoes.  That  is  the  meaning  of  every  woriv 

has  sa:d  this  evening.    From  what  he  hat  tott 

i  us  just  now  we  most  snppoM  Uiat  sevenffl* 

I  years  ago,  or  whatefet  the  time  wis  uriuD  tv 
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kiblio  works  were  started,  the  proper  coarse 
•Bs  to  have  sat  down,  and  have  grown  our  own 
otatoes,  and  have  lived  upon  them.    To  say 
liat  oar  exports  would  have  been  greater  with- 
Dt  the   public  works  is  to  say  that  which 
very  man's  sense  convinces  him  cannot  be 
roe.     We  could  not  have  anything  like  the 
Kports  or  anything  like  the  industries  without 
be  public  works.     But,  Sir,  I  feel  ashamed 
»^  be  uttering  such  truisms ;    I  cannot  con- 
eive  such  a  state  of  mind  as  would  enable 
ny  one  to  conclude  that  the  colony  would  have 
een  in  a  better  position  to-day  without  the 
oblic  works  than  with  them.    The  honourable 
gentleman's  speech — and  in  that  he  still  pre- 
enres  that  femininity  which  is  so  delightful 
a  him — was  excessively  discursive.     He  de- 
lared  that  he  would  like  nothing  better  for  the 
olony  than  the  cessation  of  borrowing.    Sir,  I 
«rfectly  agree  with  him :  there  extremes  meet, 
IS  they  do  sometimes.    I  have  long  been  in 
avour  of  a  rigid  system  of  Protection,  and  of 
Kogressive  land  and  income  taxes  ;  and.  Sir, 
be  day  we  cannot  borrow  another  penny — and 
twill  come,  I  suppose,  to  that  some  day — then 
lU  these  things  will  become  absolutely  necos- 
lary  to  us  if  the  colony  is  not  to  be  depopulated, 
)r,  rather,  if  the  population  is  not  to  bo  reduced 
to  that  point  that  taxation  will  be  unbearable 
to  the  community.    To  say  the  railways  do  not 
pay !    I  never  heard  a  greater  fallacy  than  to 
lay  the  railways  do  not  pay,  merely  because 
Biey  do  not  pay  interest.    No  one  conversant 
vith  the   facts  in  the  smallest  possible  way 
eoold  say  that.    Let  me  repeat  what  was  stated 
in  my  presence  the  other   day  by  two  plain 
men.     They   were    talking    about    the    rail- 
ways— about  their  not  paying,  and  being  a 
burden  to  the  colony.    *•  Well  I "  said  one  to 
ike  other,  ••  I  do  not  know.    My  brother  lives 
ak  such-and-such  a  place  :  there  is  no  railway 
to  it,  and   his  sugar  costs  him  8d.  a  pound, 
Mwl  his  tea  in  proportion    I  live  here  near  a 
xailway,  and  my  sugar  costs  me  only  3d.  a 
pound,  and  my  tea  in  proportion."    Is  that 
no  advantage  for  districts  to  derive?      You 
cannot  bring  that  advantage  to  book  —  there 
» the  difficulty.    The  railways,  I  say,  are  pay- 
ing splendidly  even  now.    The  railways  have 
not  produced  the  depression ;  the  honourable 
member  ought  to  know  that.    He  ought  to 
know  that  the  depression  we  suffer  from  is  due 
to  the  diminished  prices  of  produce,  and  that, 
althongh  there  has  been  a  rise,  and  we  hope  for 
a  still  greater  rise,  the  value  of  the  produce, 
the  wool  and  grain,  on  which  the  rise  has  taken 
Pjace  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  book — the 
Joange  has  taken  place  so  recently  that  it  has 
™  no  effect  upon  the  figures  of  the  Treasurer. 
It  has  not  yet  begun  to  show ;  but  it  will  show, 
••nd  I  hope  will  have  the  effect  of  restoring 
that  equilibrium  which  ought  to  exist  between 
income  and  expenditure.     Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  borrowing  policy  having 
oemoralized  the  community  from  top  to  bottom. 
I  wonder  in  which  part  of  that  community  he 
*J|tion8  himself.   Is  he  at  the  top  or  at  the  bot- 
jwn;  and  how  does  he  feel  affected?     The 
«*nonrable  member's  tone  was  such  as  really 


to  tempt  a  slight  personalism  on  my  part.  The 
honourable 'member  poses  as  a  censor  of  the 
community;  and,  as  a  humble  member  of  that 
community,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  "  Who 
mado  you  a  Judge  amongst  us  ?  "  Well,  I  do 
not  claim  that  superiority  over  the  ordinary 
feelings  of  humanity.  I  do  not  claim  that 
superiority  which  some  seem  to  think  exists. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOYCE.  —  Sir,  I  would  say  this :  that 
there  is  no  member  of  this  House  but  feels 
flattered  when  that  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
jects to  what  they  say.  I  havo  to  say,  in  my 
closing  remarks,  something  of  this  sort :  It  has 
been  thrown  out  against  the  Treasurer  that 
his  policy — or  alleged  policy — of  borrowing  ten 
millions,  to  be  expended  over  a  term  of  six  or 
seven  years,  was  unwise.  I  myself  regret  that 
the  House  would  not  consent  to  adopt  it ;  for  I 
do  honestly  believe  that  it  would  have  restored 
confidence  and  have  done  great  good  if  the 
people  of  the  colony  could  havo  been  assured 
that  for  a  term  of  years  there  would  have  been 
expenditure  on  public  and,  I  would  say,  repro- 
ductive works,  and  that  there  would  be  no  fear 
of  a  sudden  collapse ;  though  I  do  say  that  it 
would  have  been  well  that  the  works  should 
have  been  put  in  the  schedules,  and  provision 
made  against  excessive  expenditure  in  any  on© 
year.  I  have  said  now,  perhaps,  quite  enough 
— perhaps  more' than  some  honourable  members 
think  I  should  have  said ;  but  I  could  not  let 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn's  depress- 
ing and  prejudicial  remarks — remarks  similar 
to  those  uttered  by  his  colleagues  some  years 
ago,  and  which  we  have  felt  the  evil  effects  of 
ever  since — ^pass  without  expressing  my  opinion 
of  them.  When  we  speak  evil  of  ourselves, 
when  we  befoul  our  own  nests,  when,  for  a 
momentary  political  purpose,  we  venture  to 
make  broad  statements,  expressing  at  tlie  same 
time  a  hope  that  they  will  be  repeated  in  the 
statistical  papers  in  the  Home-country,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  loan  this  House  desires  to 
raise,  then  it  becomes  the.  duty  of  any  man 
having  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  at  heart  to 
say  something  in  condemnation  and,  possibly ^ 
in  retort. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— I  hope  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last  is  better 
up  in  his  statistics  than  he  is  in  classical  know- 
ledge. Cassandra  was  famous  for  prophesying 
what  was  true,  not  what  was  false.  When 
Cassandra  was  young  a  serpent  licked  her  on 
the  ear,  and  gave  her  such  extraordinarily  sharp 
hearing  that  she  could  hear  the  future.  Rnt 
Apollo  ciursed  her,  and  said  that,  while  she 
was  so  very  clever,  no  one  would  bolicvo  what 
she  said.  But  she  was  alway^t  right ;  ivnd  the 
consequence  of  not  believing  her  predictions  vviisv 
that  Troy  was  lost.  She  proph espied  tliat  tht? 
Greeks  were  going  to  take  the  city  hy  meanj^  cif 
a  wooden  horse,  and  Troy  fell  becaui^o  ^h© 
was  not  believed.  I  trust  that  >vitl  not  bo 
the  case  here.  The  Apollo  in  this  ca^  is 
not  the  honourable  member  for  Ej^mont ;  thu 
Premier  is  the  Apollo  who  liaa  thrown 
glamour  over  the  House.  I  beiteve 
pheoy  of  the  honourable  mem  bo  l  lot/* 
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perfectly  correct;  but  the  curse  is,  he  is  not 
believed.  I  hope  that  next  time  the  infor- 
mation of  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
will  be  more  correct,  and  that  he  will  be 
luckier  with  it.  I  only  got  up  to  correct  him, 
because  it  i»  right  that  our  classical  knowledge 
should  be  in  first-class  order.  The  honourable 
member  for  ^loeraki  the  other  night  said 
something  which  caused  me  to  defend  my 
brother  and  the  honourable  member  for  Blount 
Ida,  who  wore  absent.  Ho  said  he  would  re- 
peat the  same  thing  in  this  House  when  they 
were  present,  and  I  hope  he  will  do  so. 

Mr.  HUKSTHOUSK.— I  do  not  profess  to 
know  much  about  Cassandra,  or  Apollo  either ; 
but  all  I  have  to  sav  is,  that  if  Apollo  cursed  a 
woman  he  was  not  a  gentleman.  I  have  no 
wisli  to  draw  honourable  gentlemen's  attention 
to  anoieivt  history,  but  rather  to  induce  them 
to  look  for  a  few  moments  at  the  history  we  are 
building  u])  in  this  our  country.  I  suppose  I 
shall  bo  placed  amongst  those  who  are  called 
*'  croakers  "  if  I  give  full  expression  to  the 
strong  opinions  which  1  hold  in  relation  to 
the  railway  policy  of  this  country.  Whilst  I 
recognize  that  the  construction  of  railways  is 
extremely  useful  under  certain  conditions,  it 
appears  to  me  that  such  a  ix)licy  may  be 
carried  to  extremes ;  and  I  venture  to  thmk 
this  country  is  at  the  present  moment  making 
a  new  departure  in  our  railway  policy  which  is 
not  warraiUcd  by  the  condition  of  the  country 
or  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants.  I  have 
felt  extremely  grieved  at  the  scantv  informa- 
tion given  to  the  House  by  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  this  department  when  requesting  us 
to  vote  large  sums  of  money  for  railways  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  I  do  not  wish  to 
wander  away  from  my  subject,  but  I  have  a 
strong  impression  in  my  own  mind  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  himself  is  as  fully 
convinced  as  I  am  that  many  of  these  railways 
which  he  has  been  compelled  to  place  in  this 
schedule  will  not  in  the  immediate  future  pay 
anything  like  the  working  expenses.  I  chal- 
lenged the  first  vote  on  the  schedule,  and 
endeavoured  to  get  the  Committee  to  strike 
that  out ;  but  they  saw  it  in  a  different 
light  from  the  light  I  saw  it  in,  and  that 
vote  and  many  others  were  carried.  The 
Committee  appears  to  have  taken  a  stand 
upon  what  it  chooses  to  conceive  to  be  a 
new  railway  policy  ;  but  I  have  a  strong  con- 
viction that  if  the  first  lino  on  the  schedule 
is  carried  to  its  legitimate  issue  it  will  be 
another  drag  on  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
It  has  been  stated  by  honourable  gentlemen 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  continue  a 
borrowing  policy ;  but  I  liave  not  found  one 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  endeavoured  to 
explain  what  is  the  necessity  for  this  perpetual 
borrowing  policy.  We  admit  that  the  results  of 
the  borrowed  money,  so  far  as  we  have  gone  up 
to  the  present  time,  have  been  extremely  un- 
satisfactory ;  and  when  we  compare  the  position 
of  our  railways  of  to-day  with  the  bright  future 
prophesied  for  them  by  the  Treasurer  in  1870, 
if  we  are  honest  men  wo  shall  all  confess  that 
there  is  a  great  discrepancy  betv«ecn  his  pro- 
**r.  W.  F.  Buckland 


phecy  and  the  actual  state  of  afiain  in  ]9i 
And  I  am  afraid — perhaps  I  am  of  a  tiirii 
disposition  —  that  ten  years  hence  aoj  04 
assembled  in  this  Chamber  to  discoss  wkat| 
good  for  the  countiy  will  look  back  cpn « 
action  in  1886  with  aa  mnch  dissatisfsctioi 
some  of  us  look  back  on  the  action  of  tbeHa«4i 
in  1870,  when  we  began  this  policy.  The  PzaM 
Minister  has  told  us  that  in  future  the  wfaflk 
of  the  bonow^  money  is  to  be  devoted  to  tA 
way-construction,  and  that  only.   It  is  &  poli^ 
I  disagree  with  at  the  oatset ;  because  I  flf^ 
if  the  policy  up  to  the  present  moment  * 
been   so   unsatisfactory,   when  at  least  < 
half  of  the  money  has  been  spent  on  the  t 
struction  of  roads  and  other  useful  woiks  ti 
feed  the  railway's,  what  will  be  our  conditbfi  a  | 
future,  when  all  the  loans  are  to  be  allociteJ  { 
to  railway  purposes  only  ?    If  our  railvavsp^  { 
only  2i  per  cent.,  when  thirteen  and  s  bil  I 
millions  have  been  spent  in  making  roads  a  i 
get  to  them,  what  will  be  the  po.(dtion  of  tliea  ; 
railways  in  future  that  have  no  roads  midev  i 
them  ?    They  will  pay  absolutely  nothiug,  a  i 
less  than  nothing.    I  think  that  in  ererv  kta  ; 
proposal  a  fair  proportion  should  be  allcxaiai 
to  roads  and  bridges,  and  for  opening  up  Cnrw  i 
lands  for  sale.    It  appears  to  me  that  ouriail' 
way  policy  has  gone  far  in  excess  of  our  de- 
mands.    It  is  perhaps   not  generally  iaaow 
that  this  country  possesses  six  times  as  maj 
miles  of  railway  in  proportion  to  population  is 
England,  and  three  miles  to  one  in  Ameiiea 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  premier  lailwy* 
country  in  the  world.    From  the  infonnstioB 
supplied  to  us  by  the  Government  as  to  ihe 
way  in  which  these  railways  are  to  be  «»- 
structed,  I  feel  satisfied  that  this  newdep- 
ture  in  railway-construction  is  not  aquertifli 
of  a  million  and  a  half,  but  of  many  milliaa, 
in  order  to  complete  those  railways  to  psjiu^ 
points.    Those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  te 
obtain  information  are  aware  that  these  v^ 
will  not  complete  any  one  of  those  railwp 
to  a  paying  point.    I  have  held  for  some  t€«s 
that  it  is  necessary  to  go  on  with  railwaT-«»- 
struction,  but  that  the  colony  should  make* 
great  effort  to  concentrate  its  forces  so  as  to 
complete  each  railway  in  its  order  of  menJ, 
and  I  came  here  prepared,  and  am  still  pre- 
pared, to  vote  sufficient  money  for  the  «8a- 
plction  of  that  railway  in  New  Zealand,  in^ 
spective  of  locality,  which,  in  my  opinion  aw 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  will 
be  most  likely  to  return  remuneration  in  ^ 
shape  of   interest   on   the   cost  of  oonsttw^ 
tion ;  and  when  that  railway  was  completed  I 
should  be  prepared  to  vote  a  suflScient  sumo 
money  to  complete  the  next  line  of  railway « 
the  order  of  merit.    This  fragmentary  consttuc- 
tion  of  railways  has  been  the  ruin  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  it  is  to  be  continued  until  thecolonj" 
credit  is  almost  exhausted.    Let  me  come  baa 
to  the  Premier's  proposal  to  borrow  only  w^ 
railways.    His  policy  appears  to  bo  that  «*• 
whole  cost  of  constructing  roads  and  bridge* 
shall  be  thrown  on  the  localities.    That  mea^ 
enormously-increased  taxation;  and,  alfcbougj 
he,  as  Prime  Minister  of  the  colony,  will  teU 
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probably,  th&t  the  increase  in  our  taxation 
lot  to  be  compared  ^ith  the  benefits  derived 
Bi  railways,  he  mast  admit  that  the  increased 
aation  required  for  roads  and  bridges  must 
heayy  if  the  railways  are  to  be  of  any  service. 
nee  it  seems  to  me  that,  whatever  the  cir- 
BAstances  of  the  colony  may  be  in  the  future, 
I  taxation  is  bound  to  increase  very  mate- 
Uy  in  the  not  distant  future.  I  do  not  wish 
east  on  the  present  Government  the  blame 
all  the  ills  the  colony  is  suffering,  and  I  do 
i  know  that  they  are  to  be  credited  with  the 
tremely  poor  plight  in  which  we  are  now. 
bave  unbounded  confidence  in  the  future  of 
e  country;  but  I  have  grave  apprehension 
at  the  line  of  policy  now  being  adopted  by 
e  Government  as  to  the  construction  of 
n-paying  fragmentary  railways  will  in  the 
imediate  future  be  exceedingly  disastrous  to 
is  young  country. 

Mr.  PBAGOCE.— I  had  intended  to  make  a 
V  remarks  on  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill 
ifoie  the  amendment  was  moved;  and,  though 
me  of  the  speakers  have  dealt  with  some  of 
le  points  to  which  I  intended  briefly  to  refer, 
think  I  am  entitled  to  give  expression  to  my 
n  opinions  in  my  own  words.  In  the  debate 
I  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  I  stated  that 
did  not  object  to  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
Mn,  although  I  took  exception  to  the  manner 
1  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  spent.  Now, 
ly  objection  had  three  forms.  First,  I  consi- 
iered  that  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  should 
At  be  all  expended  on  railways.  In  the  next 
iace,  I  thought  that  the  Government,  in  mak- 
Bg  appropriation- arrangements  for  two  years, 
nd  underestimated  the  necessities  of  the 
oontry,  and  that  there  was  more  need  of 
Boney  than  was  apparent  from  their  Financial 
Statement — that  the  tables  appended  to  the 
financial  Statement  showed  that  additional 
fioney  was  required  for  the  general  purposes  of 
hB  colony ;  and  I  thought  it  would  be  wise  if 
xom  the  amount  proposed  to  be  borrowed  a 
sonsiclerable  proportion  were  set  aside  to  meet 
leneral  works  and  to  supply  the  deficiency 
riiich  evidently  existed  from  the  Treasurer's 
Statement.  There  was  another  point  in  the 
pCDposals  of  the  Bill  to  which  I  objected,  and 
that  was  as  to  the  kind  of  railways — that  some 
of  the  railways  mentioned  in  the  schedule  as 
those  to  which  the  money  was  to  be  applied 
nemed  to  me  unnecessary  to  be  made  at  the 
pesent  time,  considering  the  financial  con- 
otioQ  of  the  colony,  and  the  fact  that  the 
I^Qiden  of  taxation  is  already  larse,  and  will 
be  added  to  very  largely  by  the  loan  we  are 
now  about  to  autiiorize.  But  I  was  very  much 
•Jttprised  indeed  at  the  action  of  the  Govem- 
sunt  when,  after  they  had  made  an  arrange- 
ment, before  going  into  Gommittee,  that,  if  in 
Committee  the  House  saw  fit  to  reduce  the 
total  amount  in  the  schedule,  they  would  alter 
ttie  Bill  to  correspond  with  the  reduced  sche- 
vole,  they  did  not  adhere  to  that  arrange- 
m^t ;  and  I  was  still  more  surprised  when 
^ey  came  down  and  asked  that  this  sum  of 
«175,00O  which  had  been  struck  off  two  lines 
•iltould  be  revoted  in  blank.    I  was  very  glad 


that  those  two  lines  were  struck  out,  and  I 
should  have  been  glad  if  more  had  been  struck 
out  as  to  which  there  is  evidence  that  they 
do  not  comply  with  the  conditions  which  the 
Government  placed  before  the  House  as  those 
which  should  guide  their  policy — namely,  that 
money  should  only  be  spent  on  those  lines 
certain  to  pay  and  to  bring  in  early  returns 
to  the  revenue.  The  Treasurer  stated  that 
he  must  have  this  money — that  this  £175,000 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  his  finance,  and 
that  the  most  lamentable  results  would  follow 
its  being  withheld.  He  stated  that  if  he  did 
not  get  it  he  should  have  to  contract  his 
expenditure  during  the  present  year,  or  to 
come  down  for  another  loan  next  year,  or 
to  take  a  part  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan  for  other  purposes  which  he  coveted 
during  the  earlier  part  of  this  year.  What  are 
we  to  make  of  this  vacillation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government?  First,  during  the  recess, 
we  have  their  intention  to  take  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Line  Loan  and  apply  part  of  it 
for  purposes  other  than  that  for  which  it  was 
authorized;  and  then,  when  the  country  took 
exception  to  that  policy,  even  in  those  places 
where  it  was  expected  to  elicit  the  heartiest 
amount  of  support,  they  turn  round  and  profess 
to  be  very  desirous  that  the  trunk  line  loan 
should  be  so  "  ear-marked"  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  apply  the  money  to  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  of  constructing  the  line  itself. 
Then  they  come  down  with  a  Bill  to  give  efiect 
to  that  purpose,  but  at  the  same  time  they  ask 
us  to  divert  a  portion  of  the  loan  to  another 
purpose.  Then,  we  find  in  the  Bill  before  us 
a  proposal  to  so  "ear-mark"  the  amounts  set 
down  for  each  line  that  it  would  bo  impossible 
that  any  portion  of  the  several  sums  could  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose.  I  Lhould  like  to 
know  what  is  the  meaning  of  clause  16,  if  that 
is  not  what  it  is  intended  to  do.  Here  it  is 
distinctly  stated : — 

"  The  said  moneys  shall  be  carried  to  a  sepa- 
rate account  in  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  issued  therefrom  and 
applied  to  the  construction  of  the  several  lines 
and  to  the  other  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
said  schedule  in  such  amounts  and  vnthin 
such  periods  only  as  shall  be  provided  by  any 
Act  or  Acts  to  be  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly for  the  appropriation  of  such  moneys. 
And  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  that  it  shall 
not  be  within  the  power  of  the  Governor  to 
recommend  to  Parliament  the  appropriation  of 
any  part  of  the  money  hereby  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  to  any  purposes  other  than  those  set 
forth  in  the  said  schedule,  or,  in  respect  of 
each  of  such  purposes,  to  a  greater  amount  in 
the  whole  than  the  sum  respectively  set  op- 
posite to  each." 

Now,  what  are  we  to  make  of  the  statement 
of  the  Treasurer  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  have  this  £175,000  as  a  working- balance 
for  the  Public  Works  Fund  ?  I  should  like  to 
ask  how  it  was  possible,  if  the  money  was  to 
be  so  "  ear-marked  "  as  provided  in  olaij 
that  it  would  still  be  open  to  be  - 
other    purposes    in    connection    w* 
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works.  This  must  be  one  of  two  things :  either 
this  clause  16  was  a  sham,  or  else  the  Trea- 
surer's statement  as  to  the  terrible  conse- 
quences of  reducing  the  loan  by  £175,000  was 
an  entirely  hollow  threat.  I  have  stated  my 
opinion  that  the  Treasurer  has  not  taken  into 
nccount  the  necessities  of  the  country  for 
general  purposes,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary 
that  he  should  come  down  to  the  House  next 
year  with  a  loiui  for  those  purposes.  I  wish 
the  Treasurer  would  plainly  face  the  difficulty, 
and  como  openly  to  the  House  and  tell  it 
plainly  what  lie  requires,  rather  than  leave  it 
to  a  future  time;  for  1  feel  assured  that,  if 
he  continues  to  defer  stating  what  money 
is  wanted  by  the  colony  for  general  public 
works  purposes,  he  will  only  add  still  more  to 
the  distrust  which  is  felt  in  the  country  in 
regard  to  his  fnianco,  and  the  day  of  reckoning 
will  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  Iji  the  de- 
bate on  the  fit'cond  reading  1  8Uggest«»d  that 
piovision  might  fairly  he  made  by  striking  out 
S4'vi'ral  lini'K  tliat  could  not  ix)s.sibly  be  repro- 
ductive, and  the  money  could,  if  it  were  de- 
sired, bo  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  Native 
land  along  the  route  of  the  Korth  Island 
Trunk  line.  It  is  necessary  to  purchase  that 
land,  as  the  (iovL-rnment  have  admitted;  but 
in  Committee  the  Premier  took  exception  to 
sueh  a  proposal  on  the  ground  that  by  it  would 
bo  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  Native  land  in  the 
North  Island  money  that  was  intended  to  be 
devoted  to  railways  in  the  South  Island,  tlius 
unduly  favouring  the  North  Island.  I  desire 
most  emphatically  to  protest  a^'ainst  any  such 
doctrine  being  put  forth  by  the  Premier  in 
this  House.  The  purchase  of  Native  land  is 
a  matter  of  colonial  concern,  and,  when  any 
land  purchased  is  likely  to  bo  enlianced  in 
value  by  the  construction  of  railways  or  other 
public  works,  I  say  the  colony  is  entitle<l  to 
receive  the  benefit  resulting  from  those  public 
works,  and  from  the  increased  value  given  to 
the  land.  From  the  public  works,  and  the  ex- 
teii.sion  of  settlement  due  to  those,  the  whole 
colony  is  entitled  to  get  the  benefit,  and  not 
any  particular  part  of  tho  colony.  I  wish 
merely  to  say  this :  that  I  shall  support  the 
third  reading  of  tho  Bill,  although  I  should 
have  preferred  several  of  these  lines  still  in  the 
schedule  beiuj:?  taken  out.  I  should  be  glad, 
also,  if  part  of  the  money  to  be  borrowed  under 
this  liill  were  to  be  devoted  to  general  purposes ; 
for  I  should  be  pleased  indeed  if  the  Treasurer 
would  show  that  for  the  next  two  years  the 
colony  will  be  able  to  do  without  another  loan 
for  general  purposes. 

Mr.  :M0SS. — I  think  I  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  my  honourable  friend  the  menibor  for 
Awarua  depriving  me  to-night  of  the  juoud  dis- 
tinction I  have  enjoyed  as  tho  Cassandra  of 
this  House ;  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  before 
the  honourable  member  concluded  the  wrong 
he  had  done  mo  appeared  to  strike  him.  He 
referred  to  the  honourable  member  for  Sehvyn 
as  "the  Cckssandra  of  tho  South  ;"  so  that  I 
may  assume  that  I  still  retain  the  distinction 
of  being  tho  Cassandra  of  the  North.  When 
tho  honourable  member  for  Motueka  got  up,  I 
Mr,  Peacock 


could  not  help  asking  myself,  *'Is  Saul  tarn' 
among  tho  prophets?"  The  bcmooraMe  gwirt»! 
man    charged   me    with   generally  takiagjiJ 
gloomy  view  of  matters ;  but  this  debits  IK 
well  adapted  above  all  things  to  inspire  any  eaftj 
with  hope.    I  do  not  know  that  I  have  eM 
heard  in  this  House  a  debate  more  caleqUtiJl 
to  revive  hope  in  those  who  have  almost  tP'nm 
up  hope   than  the  debate  on  this  B31  hm, 
been.    Member  after  member  has  got  up  aafl 
stated    frankly  what   he  felt   and  vhas  ksi 
opinion  was  as  to  the  position  of  the  cokoi^; 
I  camiot  help  thinking  that  much  of  that  m 
due  to  the  coolness  of  this  side  of  the  Hofose^ 
the  cool  shades  of  Opposition.    That  has,  a» 
doubt,  an  admirable  effect,  and  I  believe  thai,  2 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  honooTrnhh 
gentlemen  now  sitting  on  the  other  side  of  th» 
If 0 use   are   in   turn  tnmsf erred  tb  this  sid% 
they  will  tako  an  equally  sound  view  of  ck* 
finances  of  tho  colony,  and  that  we  may  tbo^ 
as  a  whole  House,  determine  to  place  them  oa. 
a  sound  basis.   That  determination  once  tako^ 
I,  for  one,  have  no  fear  of  the  result.    It  is  tht 
stoli(iity  with  which  we  have  drifted  on,  the 
absence  of  any  visible  end,  that  has  »i^?* 
alarmed  me,  and  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  that  iik 
now  alarming  many  other  honourable  m^n- 
bora.     I  have  li.stened  to  the  denunciatJon*  d 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  as  the  cause  of  all  ocr 
difliculties,  and  I  do  not  think  anything  conU 
be  more  unfair,  and  there  is  nothing  I  wwiM 
more  strongly  protest  against.     I  have  heftnl 
during  this  debate  the  Treasurer  denounced  ia 
the  strongest  terms. 
An  Hon.  Memi.er. — By  whom  ? 
Mr.  MOSS.— Well,  by  the  honourable  menta 
for  Geialdine,  for  one.    What  are  the  real  fflc» 
of  the  case  so  far  as  the  Treasurer  is  concensoif 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  ho!loa^ 
able  gentleman  for,  I  should  say,  twenty -iw 
years,  and,  I  think,  during  that  time  we  h*t» 
hardly  agreed  on  one  political  question.  I  dacot 
think  we  liavean  idea  in  common  as  to  the  best 
means  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  colcny. 
But   I   know  the   honourable  gentleman  «|l 
enough  to  believe  ho  is  perfectly  sincere  in  bii 
ideas,   that  he  thoroughly  believes  in  tbeo, 
and  that  it  is  not  altogether  his  fault  that  they 
have  not  been  successful.     I  blame  infinite^ 
more  those  who,   not  believing  in  his  idea*. 
have  yet  taken  a  hand  in  carrying  them  oat,  tft 
an  extent,  perhaps,  that  he  hardly  dreamt  cA 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldi!* 
was   speaking  the  other  night  I  recalled  the 
position  of  alTairs  some  five  or  six  years  ipt 
wiien  twenty-three  of  us  walked  into  the  lobby 
against  the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  which  that  honourable  gentleman  «■» 
a  member — when  we  begged  and  almost  pzftV^ 
the  then  Ministers,  including  that  honoaiabi« 
gentleman,  while  the  oount^  was  prosperoiA 
to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  and  to 
ta]>er  off  when  it  would  be  easy  to  do  so.   And 
wliat  was  the  reply  ?    "  Impossible,  impossiW«' 
If  wo  attempt  to  reduce  the  expenditure** 
shall  throw  ten  thousand  people  out  of  en^* 
nient." 
An  Hon.  Mkmbkb. — Three  thousand. 
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Mr.  MOSS.^I  think  it  was  ten.  At  any 
to,  it  was  some  terrible  number.  Daring  this 
ibate  I  have  more  than  once  recalled  to 
y  mind  the  fact  that  twenty -three  of  us 
Uked  into  the  lobby  and  declared  that  we  did 
It  share  those  fears,  that  we  thought  there 
M  great  danger  in  nursuing  the  policy  the 
svenuuent  was  then  launched  upon,  and  that 
I  time  was  so  favourable  as  a  time  of  pro- 
lerity  for  what  is  now  called  *'  tapering  off,'' 
id  bringing  the  finances  again  into  a  sound 
ndition.  What  is  the  result?  Of  those 
renty-thxee,  some  have  lost  heart,  some  have 
spersed,  some  have  got  into  the  trammels  of 
lirty,  and  some  have  been  pressed  by  their 
nstitaents  to  change  their  views  ;  and  I  have 
ten  found  myself  almost  alone  protesting, 
ill  protesting,  year  after  year ;  and  I  protest 
m  as  strongly  as  ever.  But  let  us  put  the 
ame  on  the  right  shoulders.  Do  not  let 
mourable  gentlemen  one  after  another  get 
f  and  declare  the  Treasurer  solely  respon- 
bie.  Infinitely  more  blameworthy  are  those 
ho,  not  believing  in  the  policy,  yet  proceeded 
i  canry  it  out.  Of  course,  in  speaking  bs  I 
>,  I  am  aware  that  the  position  is  a  very  un- 
leasaut  one — one  that  renders  a  member  ob* 
pxious  to  both  sides  of  the  House,  isolates 
im,  and  causes  him  to  be  misunderstood.  I  am 
Kfectly  aware  of  the  penalty  that  one  suffers 
lom  getting  into  such  a  position.  But  I  can 
aly  say  that  I  have  been  so  strongly  con- 
ioced  that  I  am  right  that  I  have  been  ready 
)  pay  the  penalty  ;  and  I  shall  willingly  con- 
inue  to  pay  the  penalty  until  a  better  day 
awDS  upon  the  country.  The  honourable 
lember  for  ^lotueka  asks  what  is  the  neces- 
Ify  for  this  borrowing.  Is  it  necessary  to 
nswer  such  a  question?  What  we  have  to 
Mk  in  the  face  is  this :  that  we  have  esta- 
&hed  a  system  of  bribing  local  bodies  through- 
ot  the  country.  We  began  it  in  1870,  when  we 
ribed  them  in  eve^  direction — bribed  them 
0  surrender  their  liberty  of  local  self-go vern- 
aent,  bribed  them  to  surrender  institutions 
lader  which  they  had  lived  for  five-and-twenty 
ttis,  and  under  which  the  country  had  pro- 
peied.  Had  that  system  not  been  broken 
iown,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to 
tare  borrowed  and  wasted  as  we  have  done 
or  the  last  ten  years.  Let  honourable  mem- 
leis  ask  themselves,  frankly  and  honestly.  Is 
t  possible  for  us  to  keep  alive  the  system  that 
iw  then  established  ?  We  destroyed  "  nine 
Kggan,"  as  they  were  called,  sind  we  created 
It  least  ninety  in  their  place.  Ever  since 
hen  we  have  been  plunging  deeper  into  debt ; 
md  I  venture  to  say  that  so  long  as  this  sys- 
am  lasts  so  long  must  we  go  on  borrowing; 
u^t  whatever  Government  may  be  on  those 
tenches,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  face  the 
rhole  question,  they  will  be  obliged  to  do  as 
(Vety  olSier  Government  have  done  before  them. 
.  again  ask — I  wish  I  could  ask  it  in  stronger 
enns— what  must  be  the  fate  of  the  country 
*  we  go  on  80  we  are  going  on  ?  We  have  our 
ihoice :  wo  may  either  face  it  like  men,  volun- 
ttiily,or  we  shall  be  compelled  to  face  it  in  the 
Bidst  of  a  breakdown  and  disaster.    What  we 
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want  is  to  relieve  this  Assembly  of  local  works, 
and  revert  to  something  like  the  position  of 
things  that  existed  in  the  past,  when  there  was» 
at  all  events,  apparent  purity  in  public  affairs. 
Of  course  I  am  speaking  of  purity  in  legisla- 
tion. I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  am 
not  saying  anything  in  reference  to  the  ad- 
ministration. No  one  will  speak  about  that.  I 
mean  purity  in  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
We  should  strive  to  cast  local  works  on  the 
local  bodies ;  and  if  we  do  not  strive  for  this 
vohuitarily — if  we  do  not  face  it  willingly — I 
believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we 
shall  have  to  face  it.  I  understood  the  Premier 
to  say  that  the  present  system  would  not  last 
two  years  longer. 
Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Well,  at  any  rate,  he  said  that 
it  would  last  a  very  short  time.  I  beg  of 
honourable  members  to  notice  what  is  going 
on  now.  Since  this  Assembly  met  three 
months  ago  our  debentures  have  gone  down 
2^  per  cent. — they  have  fallen  from  99^  to  98 
with  1  per  cent,  of  accrued  interest  since  this 
Hou^e  met ;  while  the  debentures  of  other 
colonies  have  not  gone  down,  nor  have  Consols 
fallen.  The  fact  simply  is  that  we  are  strain- 
ing our  credit  because  we  are  entering  upon 
Eremature  works — works  that  should  not  have 
een  begun  for  another  twenty  years  at  the 
earliest.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East  holds  that  we  must  continue  to  bor- 
row, but  that  we  should  borrow  from  ourselves. 
This  is  a  most  important  condition,  and  if  we 
could  adopt  that  course  I  should  be  satisfied, 
because  there  would  be  an  efficient  check. 
We  should  not  be  able  to  borrow  too  much, 
because  we  could  not  get  the  money.  Now, 
I  desire  to  say  that  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn. 
I  would  do  so  with  pleasure  if  I  could  see  my 
way ;  but  I  regard  tne  stoppage  of  borrowing 
as  impossible,  unless  it  is  accompanied  with 
other  large  measures.  We  are  told  sometimes 
that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread :  but  no 
wise  man  would  try  to  hatch  from  half  an  egg, 
and  that  seems  to  me  a  far  more  suitable 
simile.  When  the  Government  brought  down 
proposals  this  year,  they  told  us  that  they 
intended  that  money  borrowed  for  the  future 
should  only  be  applied  to  the  construction 
of  railways ;  but  they  made  not  the  slightest 
effort  to  provide  roads,  and  bridges,  and  build- 
ings, which  they  know  have  for  years  past 
been  provided  exclusively  out  of  borrowed 
money.  If  they  are  only  going  to  provide 
money  for  railways,  they  must  enable  the  local 
bodies  to  deal  with  these  other  matters.  I  am 
not  forgetting  these  local  -  government  Bills 
that  we  have  had  brought  before  us ;  but  they 
seem  to  me  totally  inadequate.  The  question 
is  too  large  to  discuss  now ;  but  I  may  say 
this:  that  I  am  sorry  that  this  Government 
did  not  undertake  the  work  of  giving  us  a 
sound  system  of  local  government.  Of  course 
they  might  have  lost  their  liv^^^^Govem- 
ment  had  they  made  the  f  '^  so. 

I    believe    that    half- a- d  ^s 
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shall  get  something  satisfactory  in  that  way. 
But  I  did  hope  that  the  present  Government 
would  have  done  fiomething  in  this  direction. 
I  especially  hoped  for  it  when  I  heard  the  Pre- 
mier lay  down  Buch  strong  views  on  the  subject 
of  local  government ;  and  what  I  should  like 
to  see  him  do  now  is,  not  to  tell  us  what  he 
said  at  Dunedin,  or  Invercargill,  or  Auckland, 
but  what  he  intends  to  do.  Tho  Govern- 
ment have  been  in  office  two  years,  and  have 
done  very  little  towards  canying  out  the  policy 
they  announced.  I  still  hope  that  they  will 
initiate  and  bring  down  a  policy  worthy  of 
them — something  which  will  really  enable  us 
to  put  limits  to  borrowing,  and  enable  the 
local  botlies  to  do  tho  work  which  this  Asacm- 
bly  is  attempting  to  do,  but  cannot.  If  the 
Government  rise  to  the  occasion — if  they  decide 
to  socrilice  olliee,  if  need  be,  in  order  to  lay 
their  views  before  the  country' ;  for  they  have 
tho  right  to  a  di>solution — I  believe  that  the 
country  will  welcome  their  policy,  and  they 
certainly  will  not  have  a  more  energetic  or 
more  earnest  supporter  than  myself.  I  trust 
that  tlifV  will  yet  bring  down  such  a  policy. 
Honourable  members  laugh ;  but  on  what 
other  side  of  tho  House  are  we  to  look  for  it? 
The  honourable  member  for  Franklin  North 
lauj:hs  most  heartily  of  all.  Will  his  side  bring 
down  >ucli  a  policy  ?  No.  I  am  afraid  tliat  we 
shall  not  have  it  from  any  skie  of  the  House 
if  not  from  tiie  present  Government.  It  is 
exoeedinu'ly  dithculc  to  si>oak  on  a  matter  like 
tlu«<  with  all  those  interruptions.  I  am  sorry 
tli;v:  1  honourable  gentlemen  will  interrupt.  It 
IS  vt  rv  much  more  pleasant  to  speak  when  you 
are  elieiied,  and  when  you  know  that  you 
have  a  party  at  your  back ;  but  I  beg  honour- 
able i»u  inbers  to  retioct  that  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  spoiuk  when  one  stands  almost  alone  in  the 
House.  1  have  often  felt  that  I  am  rowing 
against  the  stream,  that  I  have  been  rubbins;  the 
Ilouse  the  wrong  way,  and  on  many  occasions 
I  have  luivl  to  tliank  honourable  members  for 
con^idt ration  shown  to  me.  I  have  said  all  I 
intend  to  S4iy.  1  w  ish  1  could  instil  my  ideas 
into  tlie  Treasurer.  He  has  on  ail  sides  been 
cliai%;«.vl  with  bringing  the  colony  into  this  ditft- 
culu.  He  sctS  ti.at  his  pvV^icy  is  unacceptable 
to  the  Hou>e  —  thai  it  lu\s  not  turned  out 
exact iv  as  he  expected.  Well,  it  is  now  in  his 
pi^wer  to  bring  down  a  new  policy;  for.  after 
all,  ho  is  not  so  ticvl  to  the  pi\*t  as  to  be 
unable  to  shake  it  off.  Ho  was  aWent  during  a 
grv>at  part  of  the  time.  It  is  quite  open  to  him 
to  bring  down  a  new  jv^licy.  With  his  con- 
structivo  abilitv.  and  with  tho  p^itriotic  senti- 
ments of  tho  Premier.  I  should  hope  they  micht 
suv*cev\l.  Lot  them  determine,  unitedly  dt.  ter- 
ra no,  to  rx^'storo  our  tinances  to  a  scimd  con- 
<li:ion,  juid  tA>  rt*>torv  tho  local  govcn:ment 
wi:aout  which  it  is  iinjx\^iMe  in  any  country 
to  maintain  tlio  euer^,  sptiit,  aiid  manliocxi 
of  tho  jvorlo. 

Mr.  O  CONOR.  —  I  have  not  irouoloU  the 
Hou<o  with  any  remarks  at  any  pr\^"\:.^us  sta^e 
of  l>.e  delwte,  but  I  think  th.e  m.itttr  of  such 
ii'.\iv;t.\nce  that  1  shou'.vi  just  hko  to  cxprv.-s 
^oi.u'  opinions  w'l.ch  I  have  no:  yc;  hcara  cx- 
Ifr,  JU.\ss 


pressed  with  regard  to  the  matter.  I  look  vfm, 
this  as  a  policy  to  a  certain  extent  making  a  nw 
departure — the  policy  of  borrowing  solelT  i^ 
the  purpose  of  railways— and  I  ask  m}scl^ 
Have  we  been  so  successful  in  the  past  m  ov: 
expenditure  upon  railways — ^have  we,  as  it  anm 
promised  in  the  first  instance,  secured  lai^^ 
an  increase  in  the  settlement  of  the  cooasfj^ 
by  making  railways  ?  For  my  part,  I  snsmm 
that  question  in  the  negatiTe.  Lootang  ai  iSm 
last  census  paper  I  find  that  the  increase  d 
p<.>pulation  during  the  last  census  term  }m 
been  mainly  in  the  large  towns ;  and  I  tiusk 
we  can  credit  a  very  small  portion  of  the  oi- 
crease  in  the  country  to  the  railways,  aosmtb* 
standing  that  we  were  assured  that  lail^ca^ 
were  to  populate  this  country  and  enabk  as  fii 
double  our  population  in  a  few  yeas.  I&bC 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  railways  {if 
unless  we  largely  increase  our  population,  h 
it  reasonable  that  we  should  now  enter  opoK 
the  construction  of  railways  less  prcansol 
than  those  we  have  constructed  in  the  ^i^ 
without  trying  to  make  the  railways  we  hssa 
pay  ?  Why,  look  at  the  richest  part  <rf  Ke» 
Zealand — that  between  the  Wanganui  Eh« 
and  Patea :  in  what  way  has  the  railvif 
benefitod  that  ui^^trict  ?  Has  it  increased  tkfr 
population  ?  The  census  papers  show  that  il 
has  not.  But  there  are  means  by  wliiflk 
it  could  vast  I  v  increase  the  populaticat  I 
should  have  liked  to  have  seen  tius  lean  a^ 
propriated  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  &^ 
chiss  land  along  the  line  of  our  railways  in  c«kT 
to  locate  a  population  along  them,  so  as  v 
secure  their  paying.  I  should  like  tosecttet 
done  before  we  extend  our  railway  system  asf 
further.  It  is  said  we  are  to  extend  oar  w)- 
way  system  now  in  order  to  bring  each  of  ttea 
to  a  ]>aying  point.  I  beleve  that  point  tobeliie 
the  bird  in  the  storj- — the  more  we  advasoetitt 
more  it  flits  away  from  us — and  that  the  pay* 
ing  points  will  never  be  reached.  We  le^sae 
to  make  railwavs  to  the  different  parte,  to 
connect  our  producers  with  our  water  sysSeB- 
You  make  enormous  main  trunk  lines  insfca 
countr\-  to  compete  with  the  sea-board  inaeao, 
and  cxpi^ct  them  to  pay.  That  wiU  do  » 
great  dtal  towards  ruining  the  railway  systas, 
and  the  steam  system  as  well.  The  system  w 
are  new  entering  uix^n.  it  appears  to  me,  isc» 
which  nuans  abaiiJonine  the  road-makiDg  » 
the  countrv.  I  sav  the  roail-makin?  in  the  pert 
b.as  betn  farm  -re  prodtable  in  settlement thia 
tl.e  rA.lway-r.iaking.  How  can  we  get  railwa]^ 
to  pay  or  si::Uv^;tnt  traffic  afforded  to  them  a 
tlie  small  vaiieys  of  this  country?  I  behfi^'« 
we  are  making  a  mistake:  and  I  could  not 
allow  this  i>iil  to  be  rcati  a  third  time  wis^ 
out  piittinc  on  r^conl,  although  in  vain,  ti* 
opnior.-i  w ;  ich  I  liold  on  the  subject. 

"  Dr.  N  E  W  M  A  N  .—Certainly  the  views  es- 
prosi^d  by  diiT^rcnt  members  of  this  Koc«ca 
this  subjtct  are  a'joat  as  discordant  as  ^ 
could  po<<it  ly  t^.  The  honourable  gentlentf 
who  h;\s  just  sat  down  disbelieves  in  a  trnB** 
ra:!way  pvltoy ;  he  believes  in  a  small-rail«Af 
p  ivv,  w:.:^h  jvlicy,  I  venture  to  say,  ^ 
[  ncvvr  succctvlcd  in  any  country.    Thcn,we»i» 
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id  by  various  members  that  they  look  on  the 
nxowing  policy  as  the  ruin  of  the  country. 
should  like  to  know  what  young  country — 
!  old  country  —  could  possibly  get  on  with- 
it  borrowing.  Has  any  one  of  the  railways 
,  the  Old  Country  been  built  wit^iout  bor- 
iwing?  Take  the  Great  Eastern  or  Great 
orthem  lines  :  their  indebtedness  is  larger 
Mn  the  whole  debt  of  this  colony.  1  quite 
(ree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
nd  East  when  he  says  >that  he  hopes  this 
nmtry  will  never  cease  to  borrow,  because 
lat  would  be  an  indication  that  it  is  a  stag- 
lat  country.  The  real  principle  at  issue  is 
Its :  As  we  shall  always  have  borrowing  if  we 
int  progress,  are  we  going  to  borrow  in  a 
ay  that  will  be  reproductive  or  not  reproduc- 
ve?  Members  like  the  honourable  member 
IT  Motueka  get  up  and  wall;  and  yet  that 
mourable  gentleman  has  voted  for  a  railway 
faich  he  could  not  say  will  pay.  The  cardinal 
alicy  of  this  Government  was,  to  my  thinking, 
II  exceedingly  good  one.  The  Treasurer  an- 
ounced  at  Gisbome,  and  afterwards  at  Ash- 
orton,  that  he  wished  to  see  our  main  trunk 
lies  rapidly  completed,  and  the  other  lines 
irried  to  paying  points.  The  whole  country 
noly  believed  in  his  xralicy,  and  thought  it 
las  an  exceedingly  good  one.  The  honourable 
entleman  graphically  depicted  the  slow  and 
tisemble  way  m  which  our  lines  were  crawl- 
ig  along,  and  how  many  little  bits  of  lines 
bierewere,  and  he  said  the  profitable  policy 
rould  be  to  connect  those  branches ;  and  he 
mat  on  further,  in  this  House,  to  decry  the 
oiicy  of  his  predecessors,  and  said  the  honour- 
ble  member  for  Egmont's  only  criterion  of  the 
shie  of  railways  was  the  expenditure  which 
wnt  on  during  their  construction  —  that  he 
ad  no  real  knowledge  of  the  value  of  railways, 
rbich  were  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  the 
oantiy  and  carrying  produce;  and  he  said, 
R>m  time  to  time,  that  it  should  be  the  policy 
f  his  Government  to  connect  these  lines. 
Wiat  has  happened?  Three  Public  Works 
(totements  have  been  brought  down  by  his 
knremment,  and  in  those  Statements  the 
•idinal  point  of  his  policy  has  been  frankly 
lenied  —  in  each  one  he  has  deliberately 
S&ored  the  very  things  which  wafted  him  into 
lower.  This  Loan  Bill  is  a  most  striking 
utance  of  the  most  absolute  denial  of  the 
tODoniable  gentleman's  policy,  because  half  of 
he  railways  in  the  schedule  cannot  be  carried 
0  paying  points  for  years  and  years  to  come,  and 
be  other  lines  will  not  be  connected  for  years 
0  come.  On  the  other  hand,  take  the  line 
uning  Wellington  and  the  West  Coast  on  one 
He  with  Napier  on  the  East  Coast.  There 
>  a  line  which  everybody  admits  will  pay,  and 
he  sooner  it  is  made  the  more  prontable  it 
rill  be,  because  a  large  amount  of  traffic  will 
pring  up  between  Hawke's  Bay  and  Welling- 
on^  and  Hawke's  Bay  and  Taranaki.  Hitherto 
|U  the  sheep,  cattle,  and  goods  have  had  to  be 
oried  across  the  Manawatu,  and  have  had  to 
p  through  the  long,  tortuous,  and  dangerous 
huge ;  and  this  militated  very  much  against 
toy  increase  in  the  traffic  in  that  direction,    it 


was  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  policy, 
and  of  the  policy  of  his  Government,  that  this 
line  should  be  rapidly  completed.  It  was 
announced  two  years  ago  by  those  honourable 
gentlemen  that  this  line  would  bo  completed 
within  two  years.  I  was  convinced  that  that 
would  not  be  done.  Two  years  have  come  and 
gone,  and  it  is  perfectly  certain,  as  f tir  as  I  can 
see,  that  at  least  another  two  years  will  pass 
before  that  line  is  completed.  The  line  between 
Napier  and  Wellington  was  begun  in  1870 — 
sixteen  years  ago — and  it  will  take  two  years 
more  to  complete :  that  is,  it  will  take  eighteen 
or  nineteen  years  to  complete  one  of  the  main 
trunk  lines  of  the  colony.  During  that  time 
many  far  less  important  lines  have  been  begun. 
There  has  been  a  large  expenditure  in  the  South 
which,  I  believe,  is  not  to  be  compared  in  value 
with  the  Otago  Central.  One  of  the  most  curi- 
ous features  of  politics  is  this  :  that  every  year 
some  cant  phrase  comes  up.  Last  year  we  had 
the  **  machinery  Bills,"  and  then  we  had  the 
"  policy  Bills,"  and  now  we  have  **  ear-mark- 
ing Bills."  If  there  is  one  thing  that  has 
shocked  me  more  than  anything  else  it  is  the 
loose  way  in  which  our  accounts  seem  to  be 
kept.  For  years  I  have  been  on  the  accounts 
committee  of  the  city  and  on  our  Education 
Board,  and  we  never  ventured  to  dabble  with 
money  as  it  is  dabbled  with  all  over  the  pages 
of  our  various  Acts.  We  pass  a  Bill  expressly 
for  a  main  trunk  railway,  and  suddenly  after- 
wards we  pass  a  Bill  to  *'  ear-mark  "  the  loan 
to  be  raised  for  its  construction.  In  the 
Financial  Statement  it  is  stated  that  the  loan 
will  be  strictly  allocated,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
diverted  to  any  other  purposes  whatever ;  and 
yet,  after  passing  a  clause  allocating  it,  the 
Treasurer  comes  down  and  says,  by  message 
from  the  Governor,  "I  want  £175,000  for 
railways  in  the  South  Island ;"  and  about  ten 
minutes  afterwards  the  honourable  gentleman 
looks  up  to  the  gallery  and  says,  "  My  words 
are  reported,  and  no  one  can  misunderstand 
me  now.  I  want  that  £175,000  for  general 
purposes."  Could  anything  be  a  greater  mon- 
strosity than  the  line  which  says,  "Perma- 
nent-way, &c.,  for  railways,  £870,000  "  ?  Will 
any  one  venture  to  say  that  that  is  the  truth  ? 
We  know  that  it  is  not  the  truth.  That 
£370,000  has  nothing  to  do  with  railways — it  is 
simply  meant  to  go  to  general  purposes.  The 
all-important  questions  are.  Can  we  borrow 
profitably  ?  and,  when  we  have  borrowed,  Will 
the  money  be  devoted  to  profitable  purposes 
or  not  ?  We  are  going  to  borrow  £1,326,000, 
which  will  increase  the  taxation  by  £54,()00  a 
year.  Of  course,  if  we  do  not  put  that  money 
to  profitable  work,  we  have  to  raise  the  inter- 
est out  of  taxation.  That  is  a  hard  fact 
which  nobody  can  controvert.  In  this  matter 
of  railways  it  seems  to  me  that  this  colony 
is  getting  most  luxurious.  In  Great  Britain 
there  are  only  fifty-two  miles  of  line  for  every 
hundred  thousand  people ;  in  the  greater  por- 
tion of  Europe  there  are  less  thttBiMlfc¥-two 
miles;  in  the  United  States 
hundred  and  ten  miles;  an' 
land  there  are  two  hundrec' 
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milefl  for  every  hundred  thoasand  persons.  In 
other  words,  though  we  have  always  looked 
upon  the  United  States  as  a  country  very  well 
supplied  with  railways,  New  Zealand  has  one- 
thini  more  miles  of  railway  per  hundred  thou- 
sand of  population  than  that  country.  No 
doubt  our  railways  have  been  far  more  cheaply 
constructed  than  those  of  any  other  land  ex- 
cept Scandinavia ;  but,  then,  we  may  have  too 
much  of  a  good  thing,  and  when  we  look  at  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  the  schedule  of 
this  Bill  we  must  recognize  that  there  are  a 
great  many  railways  put  down  here  which  will 
not  pay.  Then,  I  say  that  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  Government,  apparently  in  a  moment 
of  petulance,  refused  to  allocate  that  £175,000 
which  they  brought  down.  There  is  no  doubt 
that,  while  we  are  borrowing,  we  might  have 
borrowed  a  little  more ;  and  if  that  sum  had 
been  allocated  to  some  of  the  railways  now 
in  course  of  construction  it  would  have  made 
them  reproductive.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
Napier- Pal merston  line:  £40,000  or  £50,000 
expended  on  that  line  would  have  made  it 
profitable.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any 
Iong<  r,  and  will  merely  express  the  hope  that 
the  next  Financial  Statement  and  the  next 
Public  Works  Statement  we  listen  to  will  be 
more  definite  and  more  accurate  than  those  wo 
have  had  this  session ;  for  it  was  only  after 
long  discussion  and  through  the  speeches  of 
members  of  the  Opposition  that  the  Govern- 
ment awoke  to  the  fact  that  they  had  not  suf- 
ficient money  to  keep  them  going  to  the  Slst 
March.  1888.  No  matter  what  the  Premier 
has  said,  it  has  been  conclusively  shown  that 
they  will  not  have  sufficient ;  and  I  think  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  that  fact  should 
not  have  been  clearly  stated  in  so  weighty  a 
document  as  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
which  should  be  couched  in  such  language 
that  every  colonist  could  understand  it  and 
bolicvo  in  it  as  the  platform  of  truth. 

Mr.  HOBBS.  — I  think  the  uneasy  feeling 
which  pervades  the  House  in  regard  to  this 
Loan  Bill  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  items  in  the  schedule  have  been  supposed 
to  be  what  honourable  gentlemen  call  "  politi- 
cal railways,"  or  works  for  consolidating  votes. 
Now,  I  think  it  is  a  very  unkind  thing  that 
honourable  members  should  accuse  this  Go- 
verrmient  of  such  a  thing.  They  ought  to  know 
better  than  that.  Another  feeling  has  been 
that  a  great  manv  of  these  railways  are  rail- 
ways which  would  not  pay,  or  new  railways. 
My  feeling  has  been,  not  against  borrowing,  but 
against  borrowing  for  railways  that  are  simply 
branch-lines,  and  railways  which  will  not  pay. 
I  should  just  like  to  refer  to  some  remarks 
which  have  been  made  with  regard  to  this  Loan 
Bill,  and  as  to  its  containing  no  provision  for 
railways  in  the  Canterbury  District.  I  fancy 
that  one  honourable  member,  who  is  now  pre- 
sent, when  he  cheered  that  remark,  laughed  in 
his  sleeve,  for  we  know  that  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway — now  called  the  Midland  Rail- 
way— will  take  a  million  and  a  half  acres  of 
what  we  are  led  to  believe  is  some  of  the  richest 
land  in  the  colony — perhaps  not  the  richest  for 
~^.  Nevmtan 


agricultoral   purposes,  hot   ioff  minoik 
timber,  and  the  untold  wealUi  which  is  m 
be  lying  there.    If,  instead  of  the  Goreooi 
ooming  down  year  after  year  askinx  as  to 
dribblets  of  money  to  carry  it  on,  tEis  ml 
if  to  be  carried  out  in  a  short  space  of  til 
think  we  may  oongratolate  honoorsble  ga 
men  from  that  part  of  the  country  thst 
work  is  being  carried  out  by  a  syDdicsta 
do  not  make  these  remaiks  in  any  imfiiBi 
spirit,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  I  votai: 
the  measure  ;    and  I  believe  that  wheiewj 
Government  will  not  carry  out  a  week  vU 
they  admit  will  be  reproductive,  and  vill  ] 
put    sufficient    money   in  the   schednk  to' 
Bill  to  carry  it  out  within  a  certain  spee^ 
space   of   time,  they  should  not  take  a  * 
in-the-manger  view  of  the  matter,  bet 
the  work  to  be  done  by  a  syndicate, 
members  from  the  South  Island  have  told 
that  they  were  willing  to  vote  for  the  NoiA 
Auckland  Railway  being  constructed  in  tt 
way,  and  I  would  point  out  that  it  makei  lil 
difference  to  us  whether  the  work  is  esd 
out  by  the  Government  or  by  a  syndkato 
long  as  we  get  country  opened  up  and  pe^ 
settled  on  it.     I  believe  it  is  necessary  tfe 
we  should  carry  on  to  completion  sach  i 
as  are  of  a  reproductive  character.     I 
rather  amused  at  the  speech  of  the  bona 
able  member  for  Motueka.    That  honooii] 
gentleman    pursued    the    same    tactics 
the  schedule  of  this  Bill  was  before  its  d| 
other  night  as  he  did  in  a  somewhat  siia 
case  last  year.    He  moved  that  the  fist  il 
should  be  struck  out  last  year,  and  tboa^tl 
would  catch  honourable  members  this  yesrj 
the  same  way.     But  he  was  disappointed, 
I  think,  rightly  so.    We  can  give  him 
for  any  amount  of  sincerity,  but  we  all     ^ 
well  that  those  were  the  tactics  he  parMi 
and  I  am  glad  that  he  has  been  disappciali 
this  year.    Referring  to  the  railway  north! 
Auckland,  I  confess  I  cannot  undeistacd  wbl 
principle   the   Government   follow   in  dflsbi 
with  it.     To  put  down  £50,000  in  thisscheddl 
out  of  which  only  £6,000  is  to  be  eipendi 
this  year,   is  simply  absurd.     It  would  tal 
fifteen  years  to  complete  the  railway  at  tlaj 
rate.     It  is  a  railway  which,  I  am  quite  sure,! 
equal  in  importance  to  the  Otago  C-entraL  I 
have  not  one  word  to  say  against  that  lin«.  ■ 
I  say  that  the  railway  north  of  Auckland  i| 
quite    as    important;    and   the    Minister  ft^ 
Public  Works  has  told  this  House  before,  in  M 
Public  Works  Statements,  that  the  line  asftfii 
it  has  been  made  is  paying  well  and  is  very  ^ 
fitable.    Therefore  I  can  see  no  reason  'fbj^jj 
work  should  be  delayed.     I  think  that  the  G« 
vemment,  having  come  to  the  conclusion  W 
this  line  is  sure  to  pay,  should  come  down  «^ 
a  fixed  period  in  which  it  shall  be  compliW 
They  should   bring  down  a  schedule  of  tfc| 
main  trunk  lines  from  the  north  to  the 
of  the  colony,  and  estimates  of  what  it 
cost  to  complete  them,  take  the  sense  of 
House  on  the  matter,  and  then  stick  to  tm, 
understanding ;  but  it  is  absurd  to  bring  dfl**^ 
these  little  branch-lines  all  over  the  colooy» 
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ih  will  cost  millionB  to  complete,  and  the 
of  which  we  cannot  see.  If  the  Govem- 
i  did  as  I  say  they  shonld  do,  we  should 
r  what  we  were  about,  and  the  money- 
en  would  know  it.  I  say  the  amount  put 
a  for  the  North  of  Auckland  line  is  simply 
mloas,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  support 
view  I  take  that  the  Goyemment  should, 
Br  by  Royal  Commission  or  otherwise— and 
¥6  not  much  faith  in  Royal  Commissions — 
g  down  some  scheme  for  the  completion  of 
main  lines.  As  it  is,  I  feel  it  is  humiliat- 
to  bring  such  a  sum  down  as  £50,000  for 
main  tmnk  line  north  of  Auckland — a  line 
sh  is  far  more  important  than  the  trunk 
from  Auckland  to  Wellington;  and  that 
lying  a  great  deal.  The  portion  which  is 
ipleted  is  paying  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent., 
when  the  whole  line  is  completed  it  will 
luuidsomely.  Therefore  it  is  only  natu- 
that  I  should  feel  indignant  when  I  see 
,000.  £80,000,  and  de90,000  put  down  for 
ich- lines  which  will  never  pay.  I  desire  to 
nr  this  protest  with  regard  to  that  parti- 
ur  line,  because  I  recognize  that  the  Bill 
old  pass,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  third 
ling.  The  honourable  member  who  moved 
t  it  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  three 
Bths  knows  quite  well  that  his  amendment 
I  not  be  carried,  and  I  presume  he  only 
ved  it  by  way  of  entering  his  protest  against 
f  further  borrowing. 

Ir.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  this  Bill  is  now 
euse  £1,365,000,  and  it  has  been  stated  by 
\  Premier  and  the  Treasurer  that  this 
cunt  and  that  which  was  in  hand  upon  the 

*  March  will  last  tUl  the  Slst  March,  1888. 
it  Sir,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
lose  to  the  fact  that  always  upon  the  Slst 
iith,  ever  since  the  inauguration  of  .  the 
blic  works  scheme,  there  has  been  a  large 
toant  of  liabilities,  ranging  from  a  million 
irards;  and,  if  we  are  to  have  liabilities  on 
i  Slst  March,  1888,  the  expenditure  up  to 
tt  date  will  be  very  much  less  than  what 
Bpon  the  estimates,  if  we  do  not  intend  to 
BOW  next  yeeuc.  That  brings  me  to  the  point 
It  neither  the  Treasurer  nor  the  Premier 

•  assared  us  that  it  was  not  in  their  scheme 
^ortow  next  year.  They  very  carefully  ab- 
lined  from  saying  that  it  was  not  in  their 
kftme.  I  grant  that  no  person  in  authority 
a  8ay  what  we  shall  do  next  year,  because 
be  unprecedented  thing  might  happen,  such 

'  the  war-scare  we  had  some  time  ago,  and 
^  it  necessary  to  borrow.  But  they  do  not 
y^that  at  present  it  is  not  in  their  scheme  to 
■WW  next  year.  Now,  if  we  are  to  spend  this 
■•y  by  the  Slst  March,  1888,  and  have  no 
UMlities,  or  comparatively  few  liabilities,  then 
igr  the  works  must  stop,  on  the  Slst  March, 
■8,  for  at  least  four  or  five  months,  while 
loiament  is  called  together  and  a  Loan  Bill 
Med,  and  money  raised  on  short-dated  deben- 
■as  or  otherwise.  Therefore  my  impression 
wat  it  is  in  the  minds  of  the  Ministry  to 
«ww  next  year;  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
jwr,  when  replying,  if  it  is  not  in  his  mind, 
W  relieve  us  very  much  if  he  gives  us  an 


as}>   ranoe  to  that  effect.    Of  course,  in  passing 
a  Loan  Bill  for,  say,  a  million,  next  year  it 
need  not  necessarily  be  put  upon  the  London 
mar]:ot  that  year;    and  therefore,  in  saying, 
"  W )  do  not  intend  to  borrow  in  the  Englisn 
mpj.-ket  for  two  years  from  this  date,"  they 
would  be  keeping  faith  in  words  with    this 
House,  and  keeping  faith  so  far  as  the  English 
market  is  concerned,  even  though  they  antici- 
pated the  sale  of  that  million  loan  by  short-dated 
debentnzes.    Therefore  I  should  like  the  Trea- 
surer, for  the  sake  of  the  House,  to  state,  when 
he  replies,  what  is  the  scheme  of  finance  of  the 
Government  at  the  present  time,  mentioning 
whether  it  is  to  do  without  bringing  a  Loan  Bill 
before  the  House  till  after  the  Slst  March,  1888. 
My  own  impression  is  that,  if    the  amount 
to  be  spent  this  year  is  decreased — if  there 
be  a  reduction  in  the  estimates  such  as  will 
allow  of  liabilities  extending,  after  the  Slst 
March,  1888,  to,  say,  £600,000  or  £600,000— 
that  would  be  tapering  off  ;  but  if  we  vote  this 
money  that  is  down  upon  the  estimates  now — 
if  we  are  going  to  vote  that,  and  then  say  we 
are  tapering  off,  I  do  not  say  we  are  mislead- 
ing the  country  and  deceiving  the  House,  but 
we  are  doing  this :  We  are  leading  honourable 
members  to  expect  that  we  shall  not  require 
to  spend  more  than  the  amount  mentioned  in 
this  L(  oji  Bill  and  the  balance  in  hand  on  the 
Slst  March  last   for   two  years,  whereas  we 
shall  have  to  expend  as  much  as  we  have  been 
expending  in  past  years,  and  shall  have  to 
borrow  next  year.    If  the  scheme  of  finance  is 
not  different  from  what  I  think  it  is  we  shall 
either  have  to  reduce  our  estimates  in  Com- 
mittee or  else  not  go  on  with  all  the  works  to 
expend  all  the  money  voted.    Now,  we  speak 
about  raising  loans  in  order  to  bring  railways 
to  a  paying  point.    Well,  I  also  favour  that. 
I  question,  however,  if  it  is  a  wise  thing  to 
raise  loans  to  do  a  little  piece  of  work  upon 
this  line  and  a  little  piece  upon  that,  with  no 
prospect  of  bringing  any  of  them  to  a  paying 
point  for  years.    I  question  whether  it  would 
not  be  a  wiser  thing — and  whether  we  should 
not  rise  to  it— to  say,  **  We  will  vote  for  this 
line" — one  line  or  another — "a  sufficient  sum  to 
bring  it  to  a  paying  point  within  the  next  two 
years,"  even  if  we  let  the  other  lines  remain 
as  they  are  in  the  meantime.    I  am  putting 
that  which  I  know  is  unpalatable  to  all  who 
have  railways  going  through  their  districts, 
but  I  am  speaking  what  I  believe  is  best  for 
the  country.    I  am  sure  it  would  be  best  for 
the  country  to  spend  the  money— instead  of 
putting  it  as  in  the  schedule  to  the  Loan  Bill 
— on  two  or  three  lines,  and  so  bring  them  up 
ui  paying  points.    Honourable  members  have 
h.bid  that  railways  have  not  come  up  to  that 
point,  but  that,  whenever  we  fancy  we  see 
that  point,  and  are  reaching  up  to  it,  we  find 
the  paying  point  is  another  beyond  that  one. 
We  have  had  186  miles  of  new  railway  opened 
during  the  past  two  years ;  and  one  would  have 
thought,  from  what  has  been  statedJn  this 
House  in  years  gone  by,  that  whe--^"^ — *^ 
1S6  miles  of  new  railway  we  f' 
greater  net  result.     Well,  we  ' 
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greater  net  return,  but  a  less  return ;  and  fmm 
the  Slst  ilarch  up  to  the  26th  of  Jane  our 
railways,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  vear,  have  turned  out 
£28,000  loss.  That  is  close  upon  £100,000  a 
year.  I  have  looked  back  for  the  labt  two 
years  to  see  where  was  the  cause.  Last  year 
we  thought  a  great  deal  of  com  would  come 
down,  and  that  that  would  increase  the  re- 
turns. Well,  it  did  not.  It  was  averred  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  com  kept  in  stack, 
that  did  not  come  down  to  the  shipping  port 
the  previous  year ;  but  this  year  we  have  not 
had  It,  and  are  ks^,i)00  short.  And  the  most 
alarming  thing  about  it  is  that  our  estimates 
of  what  the  railways  will  do  this  year,  our  esti- 
mates upon  which  the  Financial  Statement 
is  based,  assume  that  the  railwavs  will  pro- 
duce £10G,0a)  more  than  last  year."  Well,  Sir, 
we  see  the  falling-of!.  How  is  it  possible  for 
the  railways  to  pull  up  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  what  has  fallen  of!  ?  Of  course,  this  would 
come  better  latt'r  on,  and  no  doubt  it  could  be 
referred  to  and  spoken  about,  and  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  may  jfivo  explanations  when 
going  through  the  public  works  estimates;  but 
it  ih  pertinent  to  tlic  present  suhjert,  because,  if 
we  are  gomg  to  spend  money  upon  lines  of  rail- 
way— upon  pieces  here  and  pieces  there,  and 
do  not  finish  any  one  of  them  in  a  short  time — 
then  I  ask  whether  our  calculations  with  re- 
gard to  the  income  will  not  be  as  fallacious  as 
they  have  been  in  the  past ;  and  it  becomes,  I 
say,  a  very  important  question  how  to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  meet  tliis  deficiency.  I 
do  not  like  the  schedule  of  the  Bill,  upon  that 
account.  It  is  quite  impossible,  in  ray  opinion, 
and  it  would  be  unwise  in  a  great  many  re- 
spects, to  stop  borrcjwing  all  at  once.  It  is  out 
of  the  question,  I  think,  now,  committed  as  we 
are  ;  but  we  should  taper  off,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  taper  off.  When  the  Pre- 
mier said  we  should  stop  borrowing  altogether 
in  two  or  three  years,  I  take  it  for  granted  he 
meant  we  should  taper  off  very  quickly,  if  we 
wore  going  to  stop  borrowing  in  three  years. 
An  Hon.  Mkmhkr. — "  A  few  years." 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— WcU,  it  was  heard 
the  other  way ;  but,  whether  it  was  "  two  or 
three  years  *'  or  **  a  few  years,"  when  that  time 
oomes  at  which  wo  shall  say  we  must  stop 
borrowing,  I  say  it  will  bo  disastrous  to  the 
country  if  we  have  not  tapered  off  previously ; 
and  it  would  be  wise  now  to  do  so.  I  hope  that 
when  we  go  into  the  public  works  estimates 
we  shall  consider  that,  and  reduce  them  very 
considerably.  The  policy  of  borrowing  largely 
in  order  to  make  railway  works  at  great  cost  I 
consider  to  be  disastrous  to  the  country.  The 
policy  put  forth  by  the  Premier,  that  we  should 
taper  off,  I  entirely  agree  with;  but  I  think 
that  we  should  begin  now  :  and  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  as  disclosed  to  the  House, 
does  not  begin  now.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  I  understand  it  aright,  commits  the 
country  to  a  great,  but  what,  no  doubt,  the 
Government  thinks  is  a  wise,  expenditure  ;  and 
I  believe  they  will  come  down  next  year  and 
say  to  the  House,  "  We  can  either  stop  the 
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works,  if  you  like,  before  the  31at  Maith,  or 
we  shall  have  to  bozzow  another  million ; "  lai 
they  will  leave  it  to  the  House  to  decide.  I 
am  sure  they  most  come  down  in  that  w^iL 
we  do  not  redace  the  amount  at  the  presctt 
time  in  the  public  works  estimates  for  ei^wndi-^ 
ture  this  year  and  next  year.  I  ihoiild  nol 
have  risen  were  it  not  that  I  was  soiprised  uA 
grieved  to  see  that  oar  zailwajrB,  fztim  whuk 
we  expected  so  moch,  and  which  we  were  toU 
would  pay  so  much  better  when  we  completa& 
certain  portions,  are  now  paying  cofDsidezakUr 
less  than  they  did  before. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Before  I  forget  it  I  ought,  pe^ 
haps,  to  refer  to  a  point  that  the  hoooazabie 
member  for  Akaroa  has  alluded  to— that  ii^ 
the  question  whether  the  Treasurer  has  made 
or  will  make  any  declaration  of  his  intenaa» 
as  to  borrowing  again  next  year.  I  do  not  knot 
whether  the  nonourable  member  was  in  tlia 
House  when  I  somewhat  pressed  the  Treasonc 
on  that  point,  and  what  he  said  was  that  a  kw 
might  be  authorized  next  year,  but  that  fat 
could  say  that  he  would  be  able  to  aroid  asT 
necessity  for  raising  it.  But  when  I  sogeptad 
that  that  would  not  preclude  the  necessity  <i 
exercising  short-dated  debentures  on  it,  be  diJ 
not  deny  that — which  I  took  for  acqaiescenee. 
I  think  that  in  this  matter,  as  in  all  simiitf 
matters,  it  behoves  us  to  be  perfectly  open  ssl 
above-board,  not  only  in  respect  to  this  colony 
but  even  in  respect  to  the  people  who  are  to 
lend  us  the  money.  Now,  I  understood  tie 
Treasurer,  in  replying  to  a  remark  made  by  tl* 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  to  say  that  it 
was  scarcely  desirable,  seeing  that  we  vezt 
about  to  float  one  loan,  immediately  to  dedaie 
positively  our  intentions  as  to  loans  neit  yeat 
I  dissent  entirely  from  any  such  doctrine.  E?a 
if  the  honourable  member  for  Timara  vea 
right,  and  we  required  this  loan  at  the  jxtfo^ 
time  to  enable  us  to  fulfil  our  engageo*^ 
with  the  public  creditor,  I  should  still  say  tint 
not  the  less  are  we  bound  to  make  a  deas 
breast  of  our  position,  and  not  to  endeavoQi^ 
got  money  upon  what — if  not  false  pretenijes-- 
at  any  rato  would  be  a  suppression  of  the  laj 
circumstances  of  the  colony.  I  am  one  » 
those  who  hold  the  old-fashioned  doctrine  tb^ 
*' righteousness  exalte th  a  nation."  I  hope, » 
that  sounds  at  all  like  cant  to  any  hoDoa^ 
able  member,  that  he  will  allow  me  to  say  tb^ 
I  think  "honesty  is  the  best  policy"  in vl 
such  matters  as  these,  as  a  substitution Jo^ 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman,  very  posabtfr 
feels  a  difficulty  in  explaining  the  true  pos* 
tion  to  the  House,  on  account  of  the  cbtf^ 
of  misconstruction.  Indeed,  he  went  so  far  i& 
to  say  that  there  was  only  one  hononnble 
member  in  the  House  who  would  be  able  6> 
understand  his  explanation  in  regard  to  ceitaia 
matters  if  he  made  it.  I  can  readily  under- 
stand, if  that  is  the  honourable  gentlemm'^ 
position,  that  he  might  easily  oonoelTe  thai 
any  explanation  he  might  give  might  be  nis- 
construed  by  people  both  in  the  colony  and  out- 
side of  it.  But  I  venture  to  say,  if,  after  t«o 
years'  manipulation  of  the  accounts  of  tha 
colony,  he  has  got  them  into  such  amystenooi' 
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ndition  that  even  he,  with  all  his  ability, 
DDot  hope  to  make  honourable  members  un- 
»tand  them,  that,  although  that  may  have 
len  a  very  clever  performance  on  his  part,  it 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  that  it 
ioold  continue.  This  is  one  continuous  de- 
ktc,  and  I  should  like  very  much  to  refer  to  an 
iriier  part  of  it  in  reference  to  myself,  be- 
rtise  I  think  I  have  been  treated  decidedly 
ifairly  by  the  Native  Minister,  the  Premier, 
id  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  Native  Minis- 
r,  in  replying  to  my  speech  on  the  second 
ading,  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  had  never 
{fere  heard  a  speech  in  which  there  was  so 
iQch  distortion,  discoloration,  and  misro- 
nescntation.  There  is  one  point  on  which 
le  honourable  member  fairly  *'  had  "  me — 
iftt  is,  in  a  certain  reference  I  made  to  the 
^counts,  as  exhibited  in  the  public  works  esti- 
latcs.  In  the  way  I  put  it  I  was  fairly  open 
i  rebuke  :  I  do  not  mind  in  the  least  admit- 
ng  anything  where  I  feel  myself  wrong.  But 
I  no  other  respect  did  he  correct  me.  For 
cample,  I  pointed  out  that  the  purchase  of 
alive  land  by  commission  was  contrary  to 
iw.  and  contrary  to  a  very  sad  experience 
f  the  colony.  But  he  neither  contradicted 
Be  fsx;t  nor  the  other.  He  admitted  that  it 
as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the 
Mir. try,  but  he  said  the  circumstances  justi- 
pU  it.  I  say  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
wintry  did  not  justify  it.  If  I  really  had  dis- 
>rt(d.  misrepresented,  or  discoloured  matters 
( fact,  it  would  have  been  a  shameful  thing  on 
IV  purt:  but  I  also  say  it  is  an  equally  shame- 
ai  thing  to  make  an  unjust  charge  against 
uy  one  of  doing  these  things.  In  the  course 
i  the  debate  I  met  a  gentleman  in  the 
>bbv  who  told  me  tlie  Premier  was  criticis- 
ag  me,  and  that  I  had  better  go  in.  The 
onourable  gentleman  had  been  speaking  about 
en  minutes  at  that  time,  and  when  I  did  come 
a  I  was  not  there  two  minutes  before  the 
*reinier  absolutely  made  four  misstatements 
cfcarding  myself  as  to  matters  of  fact.  He 
tid  I  had  not  alluded  to  the  fact  that  a  Gom- 
aittce  of  the  Council  had  reported  favourably 
s  to  a  certain  payment  in  respect  to  the  Hima- 
ftngi  Block,  when  he  afterwards  showed  that 
«  knew  I  had  carefully  made  the  allusion. 
Misstatement  No.  1.  Ho  said  I  was  entirely 
frong  in  saying  that  the  thing  was  smuggled 
hiough  the  House,  because  it  was  bronglit 
lown  on  the  estimates,  and  that  I  had  myself 
liwnssed  it.  Well,  the  Premier  was  one 
lundred  and  twenty  miles  out  in  that  state- 
nent.  I  left  for  Wanganui  two  days  before, 
•nd  certainly  was  not  here.  Misstatement  No. 
*-  Then  immediately  he  plunged  into  the  case 
<C  the  purchase  of  land  from  llr.  Churton.  He 
aid  that  land  was  bought  to  clear  up  complica- 
ions  that  existed  in  titles  to  land.  There  is 
»t  a  shadow  of  a  shade  of  complication  either 
D  the  title  of  the  land  purchased,  or  in  the 
itie  of  the  other  block  for  which  it  is  to  be  ex- 
3i»nged.  Misstatement  No.  3.  Then  he  went 
m  to  say  that  the  Government  had  acted  on 
he  recommendation  of  a  Judge  of  the  Native 
EAnd  Court.    It  was  no  such  thing.    The  Go- 


vernment acted  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Mackay,  who  is  not  a  Judge  of 
the  Native  Land  Court.  The  Premier  took 
about  two  minutes  to  make  those  four  dis- 
tinct misstatements;  —  and  then  he  boasts 
about  his  memory !  I  say  that  it  is  a  defective 
memory,  and  that  a  good  memory  ought  to 
have  enabled  him  to  avoid  these  mistakes ;  but, 
if  he  objects  to  my  charging  him  with  defective 
memory,  I  shall  be  quite  willing  to  use  any 
word  he  can  supply  me  with  from  his  own  ex- 
tensive vocabulary  to  characterize  it.  I  have 
been  told,  not  only  by  the  Treasurer,  but  by 
other  honourable  members,  that  I  had  aspersed 
the  conduct  of  the  Native  Minister  or  made 
an  attack  upon  him  with  respect  to  his  action 
on  the  West  Coast,  and  that  I  compared  it 
with  my  own  action  on  the  West  Coast.  The 
honourable  member  knows  very  well,  and  so 
do  others,  that  I  did  not  say  a  word  about  it. 
I  never  attacked  him  upon  that  subject,  or  com- 
pared my  own  action  with  it.  Let  me  say  a 
word  or  two  about  this.  Never  since  I  left 
those  benches  have  I  defended  my  policy  on 
the  West  Coast,  neither  in  my  place  here  nor 
elsewhere.  And  why  have  I  not  ?  In  the  first 
place,  because  I  saw  no  public  good  likely  to 
come  out  of  it;  and,  in  the  second  place,  I 
was  personally  so  well  satisfied  with  the  result 
that  I  felt  I  need  not  refer  to  it;  and  so 
I  have  kept  perfectly  quiet  amidst  all  the 
jeers  and  sneers  hurled  at  me.  Sir,  the  Trea- 
surer, in  speaking  of  this,  did  not  hesitate  to 
repeat,  for  the  thousandth  time,  the  miserable 
sneers  and  jeers  which  have  been  hurled  at  m& 
on  this  subject,  even  although  the  honourable 
gentleman  occasionally  chooses  to  lecture  the 
House  on  good  taste  and  delicate  perception. 
The  honourable  gentleman  might  easily  under- 
stand that,  if  I  was  the  only  rider  on  that  occar- 
sion,  if  resistance  had  been  made  I  should  have 
been  the  mark  for  every  bullet.  But,  even 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  that 
it  was  because  I  was  unwell  and  unfit  to  walk 
that  I  had  to  ride,  that  docs  not  prevent  him 
from  sneering  and  jeering.  Where  is  his  good 
taste  ?  What  if  I  were  to  jeer  at  him  because 
he  has  to  use  a  chair  to  help  his  infirmity? 
Would  he  not  regard  it  with  contempt,  as 
would  every  other  member  of  the  House  ?  But 
where  is  the  difference  between  that  and  his  own 
conduct  in  the  House  m  venting  these  sneers 
and  jeers?  I  am  ashamed  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  that  respect,  and  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  chooses  to  lecture  the 
House  on  good  taste  and  delicate  perception  I 
do  not  subscribe  to  it.  That  he  is  a  man  of  great 
ability  I  admit  at  once,  Yes  ;  that  he  is  a  man 
of  large,  comprehensive  intellect,  Yes  ;  that  he 
knows  how  to  manipulate  accounts.  Yes  ;  but 
that  he  has  good  taste  or  delicate  percep- 
tion, No — a  thousand  times  No.  If  he  had,  he 
would  not  be  constantly  rcmindim?  members 
in  this  House  that  his  name  is  going  to  live 
long  in  history — that  his  name  is  going  to  bo 
remembered  longer  than  those  of  th 
able  member  for  Akaroa,  the  honot»- 
her  for  Geraldine,  and  the  honou' 
for  Egmont.    Now,  the  Govern 
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the  late  debate,  shown  a  mobt  remarkable 
desire  not  to  have  the  proceedings  reported, 
^'ith,  apparently,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  sole 
intention  of  preventing  publicity.  It  is  true 
that  there  was  another  ostensible  reason  given : 
that  was,  that  it  was  done  to  save  the  time 
of  the  House.  It  was  pointed  out  at  the  time, 
however,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  saving 
time  in  that  way ;  and,  in  fact,  it  must  have 
been  evident,  from  our  experience  in  this  House, 
that  reporting  a  debate  in  Committee  was  not 
at  all  likely  to  lengthen  it,  because  wo  have 
bad  plenty  of  experience  in  that  respect  in 
Committee  of  Supjily,  and  that  is  a  case 
where,  if  a  debate  was  to  be  lengthened  at  all, 
there  would  bo  every  oppoitunity  of  doing  it, 
The  debates,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  are  not  unduly 
lengthened  on  account  of  being  reported.  In 
this  case,  surely  tlie  magnitude  of  the  subject, 
surely  the  lines  on  the  schedule,  would  have 
better  justified  the  reporting  of  the  debate  than 
do  proceedings  in  Committee  of  Supply;  and 
yet  in  Committee  of  Supply  we  are  reported, 
and  in  this  matter  we  were  not.  I  think  that 
was  wrong  altogether.  If  I  understood  them, 
the  Government  took  up  the  position,  in  their 
vexation  after  the  vote  of  the  House  that  the 
item  should  be  reduced,  that  it  was  not  their 
responsibility,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  they  would 
cast  the  responsibility  on  the  House.  Now,  I 
think  that  is  an  unconstitutional  doctrine  alto- 
gether. They  used  the  same  doctrine  to  a 
very  large  extent  during  the  late  recess  in  con- 
nection with  Captain  Uussell's  amendment — 
to  a  wonderful  extent,  I  may  say.  I  appre- 
hend they  were  quite  unjustified  in  throw- 
ing the  responsibility  of  the  reduction  of  la.st 
year  on  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
iBay  at  all.  It  is  true  that  he  proposed  it ;  it 
is  equally  true  that  the  House  indorsed  his 
opinion  and  passed  the  reduction  —  took  it 
into  its  own  hands  and  made  the  reduction  ; 
and  it  is  equally  true  that  not  only  was  the 
House  responsible  for  it,  but  the  Government 
were  especially  responsible  ;  and  that  this  was 
the  case  is  proved  by  the  fact  of  their  continu- 
ance on  those  benches,  for  either  they  accepted 
the  responsibility  or  they  should  have  left 
those  Seats  and  have  allowed  other  people  to 
assume  the  responsibility  which  th(»y  declined. 
There  is  no  escape  from  that.  In  the  recess, 
when  they  so  persistently  endeavoured  to 
throw  off  their  resix)nsil)ility  and  put  it  on  a 
private  member  of  the  House,  they  were  acting 
unconstitutionally,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
claiming thi'ir  own  humiliation  ;  and,  if  they 
attempt  to  do  the  same  thing,  during  tlie  coming 
recess,  with  regard  to  this  reduction  that  has 
been  made,  that  hne  of  argument  will  apply  to 
them  equally,  and  they  will  be  proclaiming 
tlieir  own  humiliation  'in  doing  it.  It  is  not 
altogether  fitting,  I  think,  that  what  passed  in 
Committee,  altliougli  not  reported  in  Hansard, 
should  fail  of  publication  other  than  by  means 
of  a  newspaper  report.  At  any  rate,  I  am 
going  to  refer  to  one  thing  that'took  place  on 
that  occasion  which  struck  me  as  being  very 
important,  although  perhaps  it  did  not  strike 
honourable  members  generally  in  the  same  wa}' ; 


bat  I  apprehend,  although  I  may  be  i 
that  the  Government,  from  those  bencbtt,  kd 
the  Committee  astray  as  to  their  iatentiaBi 
in  regard  to  the  schedule  and  clause  3.  What 
was  the  position?  Clause  3  came  up  foroon- 
sideration.  That  clause  contained  the  sfflooBft 
of  one  and  a  half  millions.  I  wm  the  fint 
that  spoke  upon  it,  and  I  spoke  against  th« 
amount,  aiid  expressed  an  intention,  if  no  one 
else  would  do  it,  of  endeavooring  to  get  it  re- 
duced. Tlie  discussion  went  on  and  on,  and 
various  methods  were  proposed  to  get  over  tbe 
difliculty  which  had  arisen  of  dealing  with  the 
amount  provided  for  in  the  clause  before, froa 
a  consideration  of  the  schedule,  it  was  ascer- 
tained what  reduction  could  reasonably  be  pro- 
posed ;  and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Chair- 
man of  Committee  ruling,  over  and  ov^agiain, 
that  clause  8  could  not  be  postponed  till  afta 
the  schedule  had  been  considered,  I  haw 
not  tlic  slightest  doubt  that  it  would  hare 
been  postponed  till  after  the  schedule  was  ooe- 
side  red,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
amount  of  the  loan  in  case  the  schedule  was 
reduced.  That  seems  tome  perfectly  clear.  Tba 
Colonial  1  reasurer  was  unwilling  to  replj  to 
me  —  he  rather  evaded  that.  But,  whea  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  got  up  in  ha 
place  and  put  it  fairly  whether  the  amomit 
in  the  clause  was  to  be  reduced  if  reductioni 
were  made  in  the  schedule,  the  Treasnm, 
in  replying  to  the  honourable  member  far 
Bruce,  iui])lied  that  if  the  schedule  was  reduced 
by  the  Committee  then  that  item  would  be 
also  reduced.  If  he  had  at  that  time  faliy 
determined  to  make  up  the  amount  of  the 
schedule  in  case  it  should  be  reduced,  then 
I  say  that,  in  all  openness  and  fairness  to  tia 
friend  and  supporter  the  honourable  memVr 
for  Bruce,  he  ought  to  have  told  him  so, 
and  not  kept  it  m  his  own  breast.  Then  the 
Premier  came  in.  It  wais  fairly  put  to  the  P»- 
mier,  and  the  Premier  said  that  the  amoms 
in  the  clause  should  be  reduced  if  the  schedok 
was  reduced.  And  what  else  could  the  Pro- 
mier  say  ?  We  have  not  forgotten— it  is  not  lO 
long  ago — the  very  eloquent  speech  that  the 
Premier  made  in  the  House  the  other  ni(ii 
I  believe  it  was  felt  by  every  one  in  the  Hoo» 
to  be  one  of  the  most  eloquent  speeches  eT« 
made  in  the  House.  And  what  was  the  mfli 
telling  part  of  that  roost  eloquent  speech?  B 
was  where  he  took  the  Opposition  to  task  ot 
not  endeavouring  to  save  money  when  thij 
took  items  off  the  loan.  He  said,  "^  J* 
were  sincere,  when  you  got  the  item  redooeo 
you  would  reduce  the  loan  by  that  amoonfc 
and  not  otld  it  on  to  other  votes."  Thatrt* 
the  test  of  sincerity  that  the  honourable  gcnafr 
man  put  the  Opposition  to ;  and  he  ^^"^ 
complain  if  he  is  tested  by  the  same  standsA 
And,  if  he  is  tested  by  the  same  standaWii 
what  shall  we  say  ?  It  becomes  a  stronggj 
argument  against  him  than  it  possibly  coolt^ 
be  again.st  us  under  any  circmnstanoes,  w^ 
cause  the  Committee  had  actually  reduwi 
the  vote  by  the  large  sum  of  £175,000,  and  m 
Premier  and  the  Government  strained  efdf 
ner\-e  to  get  that  back  on  the  schedule  agaili 
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ndi  moreover,  in  the  most  objectionable  form 
kft(  it  could  be  put  back  in.  I  say  the  most 
ibjeotionable.  What  I  mean  by  that  is  that 
b  would  have  been  more  objectionable  in  the 
mm  in  which  it  was  to  be  put  back  than  if  it 
tftd  been  put  back  upon  votes :  it  would  have 
at  aside  and  destroyed  the  professions  the 
tovemment  had  made  with  respect  to  specify- 
Dg  the  works  on  which  the  money  was  to  be 
Bipended.  There  is  no  one  in  this  House  who 
las  ever  expressed  so  well  and  so  strongly  the 
besire  for  economy  in  expenditure  on  public 
Rxrks  from  borrowed  money  as  the  Premier  did, 
ind  one  would  have  thought  those  expressions 
if  his  were  sincere,  as  they  certainly  appeared 
»  me  to  be,  and  that  he  would  have  taken 
i?ery  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  reducing 
ihe  amount  of  the  proposed  expend ioure.  But 
16  did  not  do  that  when  he  had  the  oppor- 
amity ;  and  yet  he  must  have  been  sincere  at 
ybe  time:  I  cannot  believe  otherwise.  Nevor- 
Aieless,  the  action  of  his  Government  is  in  a 
sontrary  direction.  Look  at  the  schedule  itself. 
[  will  not  glance  over  each  item,  but  I  will 
take  the  first  item — the  item  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  has  spoken 
K>  strongly  in  favour  of.  Can  any  one  fairly 
n>y  that  this  is  really  a  necessary  work  ?  I 
Mnnot  say  that  it  is.  I  am  told,  in  fact,  that 
ft  good  deal  of  the  money  proposed  to  be  voted 
wUl  be  required  to  bridge  over  navigable 
bnknches  of  a  very  fair  harbour.  That  fact 
■lone  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  at  any  rate, 
although  a  railway  may  be  required  at  some 
future  time,  yet  it  is  not  a  work  of  urgent 
and  pressing  necessity.  And  so,  going  down 
the  lines  in  the  schedule,  we  find  the  same 
thing.  Take  the  case  of  the  railway-line  out 
«(  Auckland.  No  doubt  the  doubling  of  the 
ails  is  a  very  desirable  work,  as  soon  as  it 
ean  be  fairly  done  with  available  money ;  but 
it  is  not  a  work  of  immediate  and  pressing 
necessity.  Then  there  is  the  Thames  Valley 
Bftilway.  This  is  a  railway  running  along  a 
navigable  stream  the  whole  way.  Who  can 
aay  that  that  is  a  work  of  pressing  necessity  ? 
If  we  are  really  to  stop  borrowing  altogether 
in  two  or  three  years,  as  the  Premier  said, 
tiien,  I  say,  none  of  these  works  are  of  such 
ugent  and  pressing  necessity  as  to  justify 
the  raising  of  a  loan  this  year  to  a  large 
amount  in  order  to  go  on  with  them, 
^ere  may  be  other  reasons  for  desiring  the 
loan.  I  cannot  say  what  they  are.  The 
honourable  gentlemen  is  right  in  saying  that 
I  am  one  of  those  members  of  the  House  whom 
he  has  failed  to  nukke  understand  the  position. 
^e  honourable  gentleman  said  he  desired  to 
have  this  amount  of  £175,000,  not  for  the 
parposc  of  being  expended,  but  to  draw  upon 
a«  a  kind  of  reserve— that  is  to  say,  to  draw 
upon  it  for  expenditure  only  when  and  as  it 
was  authorized  by  law.  Now,  I  am  greatly 
puzzled  to  know  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
nan  meant  by  that.  As  it  has  been  interpreted 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  the 
aonoarable  gentleman  means  to  confine  him- 
aalf  to  the  objects  contained  in  the  schedule. 
I  cannot  see  how  it  can  possibly  be  that ;  but 


I  can  see  that  if  he  wants  to  use  it  as  a 
fund  to  take  up  deficiency  bills  with,  it 
might  be  wanted  for  such  purposes.  But  I  do 
not  think  we  ought  to  go  to  the  money- 
market  to  raise  money  for  any  such  purpose  as 
that — at  any  rate  unless  the  purpose  is  fully 
explained  and  we  do  it  with  our  eyes  open. 
It  has  been  very  common  for  some  time 
back,  both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  to  deeply 
reproach  those  who  take  a  despondent  view  of 
the  future  of  the  colony  in  connection  with 
borrowing.  Now,  I  do  tnie  a  despondent  view 
in  that  respect,  and,  amongst  others,  I  have  been 
deeply  rqoroved.  I  do  not  know,  however,  if 
honourable  members  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  I  have  taken  every  reproach  directed  to 
me  as  a  compliment ;  and  it  is  my  belief  that 
before  many  years  are  over — I  do  not  confine 
myself  to  two  or  three  years,  as  the  Premier  did 
— every  one  who  has  been  reproached  for  de- 
siring economy  and  cessation  of  borrowing  will 
feel  that  the  reproaches  directed  at  him  in  the 
past  were  compliments.  That  is  how  I  feel  in 
the  matter,  and  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  in  my 
mind  that  we  are  borrowing  at  too  rapid  a  rate ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  increasing  amount 
of  interest  will  be  felt  as  a  great  strain  on  the 
resources  of  the  colony  almost  immediately. 
It  has  never  been  explained  to  us  how,  with  a 
falling  revenue  and  increasing  charges,  the  in- 
terest on  this  proposed  loan  is  to  be  met ;  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  even  next  year  further  taxa- 
tion will  be  required  to  meet  the  charges  on  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  country.  If  it  is  not  so 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  find  that  I  am  wrong. 
It  is  very  remarkable  how  the  professions  of 
some  members  of  the  Government  have  differed 
from  the  performances  of  the  Government,  and 
on  many  questions.  Take,  for  instance,  tiic 
defence  expenditure.  I  venture  to  say  tliat 
eighteen  months  ago  there  were  hardly  two 
men  in  the  House  more  earnest  against  such 
expenditure  than  the  Premier  and  the  Minister 
of  Defence :  yet  see  how  they  have  plunged 
into  that  expenditure!  Now,  it  has  been 
broadly  maintained  in  this  House  that  a  Go- 
vernment should  follow  the  dictates  of  popular 
feeling ;  and,  in  a  sense,  I  am  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise  in  a  demo- 
cratic country :  it  must  be  so.  But  we  ought 
to  be  sure  that  popular  feeling  is  permanent 
and  stable  for  a  time  at  least ;  for  I  believe  it 
causes  bad  government  if  the  Parliament  or 
the  Executive  follows  every  breath  of  popular 
opinion,  and  follows  it  however  it  changes.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  mere  temporary  and 
passing  opinion — perhaps  merely  created  and 
sustained  for  the  time  being  by  a  few  news- 
papers, and  really  not  the  deep  and  general 
feeling  of  the  community  at  all.  I  know  very 
well  that  in  some  parts  of  the  colony  there  was 
a  terrible  outcry  about  defence,  and  I  believe 
that  the  Premier  and  the  Defence  Minister  at 
least,  whatever  may  have  been  the  case  with 
other  members  of  the  Government,  w^ 
into  the  defence  expenditure  agair~ 
victions.  Then,  we  know  how  ir 
was  about  reforming  the  Legi 
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and  aboat  the  great  need  of  that  reform ;  and  a 
Bill  was  brought  down  purporting  to  effect  it ; 
but  just  before  it  wt.s  proposed  to  end  a  system 
of  nomination  whicli  was  so  loudly  condemned 
the  Government  mode  a  very  large  number  of 
appointments  under  that  system,  and  the  change 
tney  proposed  could  not  have  affected  those 
thev  had  just  appointed.  Surely  there  is  con- 
traiiiction  there.  Then,  more  important  than 
all,  there  is  the  question  of  the  tenure  of  land. 
The  Premier,  I  belie  vo,  and  other  mcnibers  of 
the  (government  have  held,  verj'  strongly,  that 
the  land  ought  to  re  main  the  property  of  the 
State.  Yet  a  Govemuient  holding  that  opinion 
absolutely  hands  over  to  a  syndicate  an  arra 
that  may  amount  to  two  and  a  half  million 
acres.  Another  point  in  this  debate  has  struck 
me  us  very  curious.  When  this  (rovernnient 
took  ofHoo  they  declared,  through  the  Queen '.s 
Speech,  and,  later,  through  a  Public  Works 
Statenn-nt — a  very  iniportaut  document,  always 
conftidi'ied  by  the  Cabinet — that  they  intended 
to  propose  Boards  for  the  management  of  the 
raiiwttN  s  ;  but  the  otlier  night  thtj  Premier  t</ld 
us  that  three  years  ago,  wlien  he  was  in  Vic- 
toria, he  wrot«  stron'^ly  to  the  Press  apainst 
handing  over  the  management  of  the  railways 
to  lioaids,  saying  that  the  Board  system  would 
not  work,  and  that  the  establislimcnt  of  such 
a  system  was  a  confession  tliat  the  system 
of  democratic  government  had  failed.  Vet  a 
few  months  later  ho  put  in  a  Queen's  Speech  in 
this  colony,  and  again  in  a  Public  Works  State- 
ment, '  latements  to  show  the  urgent  necessity 
for  no:: -political  Railway  licjards,  and  said  they 
should  he  established.  There  is  great  incon- 
sistency in  that,  it  seems  to  me.  And  this  brings 
me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  do  hope  wc  are 
not  de-Lined  to  bo  convinced  that  the  Premier's 
jirofcisions  of  desire  for  economy  and  for  a 
Rtopp.in*  of  borrowing  are  mere  professions,  to 
be  C(jntradicted  by  liis  actions  as  his  profes- 
sions on  other  questions  have  been  contra- 
dicted, and  as  even  these  have  aln^ady  been  to 
some  extent.  I  was  perfectly  delighted  when  1 
heard  that  eloquent  speech,  for  I  am  sure  the 
Premier  was  sincere  at  the  time.  It  has  been 
contradicted  to  some  extent  by  the  actions  of 
the  (rovernment  sijice  ;  but  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  think  over  it,  and  will 
stand  by  the  principles  he  enunciated  so  elo- 
quently on  that  occasion.  If  he  does,  if  he 
attempts  to  carry  out  his  convictions  in  that 
way,  I  can  only  say  that  he  will  have  my 
warmest  sympathy  and  support  in  doing  it.  I 
do  not  care  which  side  of  the  House  I  am  on,  I 
am  g<Mng  to  support  that ;  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  stick  to  his  professions,  and  not 
allow  them  to  be  contradicted  by  the  practices 
of  the  Government,  I  am  willing  to  support 
him.  But  I  would  point  out  this:  that  the 
Government,  and  he  himself  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, by  the  line  of  conduct  since  followed,  have 
not  by  any  means  been  consistent  with  the 
Premier's  loud  professions,  and  have  not  acted 
in  a  way  calculated  to  gain  the  confidence 
of  those  who  desire  economy.  On  the  con- 
trary, when  profession  and  practice  so  strongly 
contradict  each  other,  those  who  are  so  incon- 
Mr.  Bryce 


sis  tent  cannot  complain  if  a  yeiy  luucsh  traa 
is  applied  to  them.  I  do  not  use  that  texa 
so  far  as  the  actions  of  the  Goveniment  hti9 
been  at  variance  with  the  professions  dt  tk 
I^remier.  I  believe  the  Prmiei  was  siaeen 
at  the  time  in  making  those  professioiis,  and  I 
believe  that  some  other  members  of  the  Goics- 
ment  s^-mpathize  with  those  piof esaosis,  and  I 
hope  they  will  stick  to  the  principles  the  P»- 
mier  laid  down  the  other  night,  imd,  so  far  k 
they  can,  make  their  practice  accord  with  them. 
I  do  not  go  quite  so  far  as  the  Premier  vest 
Spc^aking  of  the  proposals  of  the  present  veat, 
I  say  it  is  utterly  out  of  my  power,  witii  mj 
convictions  as  to  the  cataistrophe  to  trade  tbsl 
must  ensue  on  a  sudden  stoppage  of  botrovisg, 
to  vote  ai^rainst  every  Loan  Bill  this  ye&L  I 
would  gladly  vote  against  this  Bill  if  I  tboafbl 
it  would  cause  some  modified  one  to  be  brooght 
in  ;  bat,  in  any  cose,  I  cannot  vote  in  a  dine- 
tion  which  would  prevent  any  loan  being  aotbo* 
rized  this  year.  I  say  that*  if  bonfowing  vew 
suddenly  stopped  it  would  hasten  the  catir 
strophe,  and  make  it  very  much  greater  thac  it 
would  be  if  wo  approached  that  catastrophe tt 
we  ought  to  do. 

Colonel  TRBIBLE.— I  desire  to  sajthat  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  amendment,  because  I 
believe  it  is  essential  to  have  a  Loan  Bill  d 
some  kind  this  session,  and  I  sec  no  prospect  rf 
getting  any  other  than  the  one  before  us— tbak 
is  to  say,  there  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of 
getting  one  modified  in  the  direction  which 
1  think  desirable.  Therefore  I  cannot  wtef* 
the  amendment.  At  the  same  time,  I  cxaofA 
say  there  is  not  a  principle  in  this  Bill  which 
ought  not  to  be  supported,  and  therefore  I 
shall  not  vote  at  all.  Now,  the  honowalii* 
member  for  Akaroa  referred  just  now  to  the 
fact  that  the  railway  revenue  is  falling;  wd 
that  is  a  very  serious  matter  in  relation  to  cor 
general  finances,  because  if  we,  this  year,  get 
JbliXJ.OOO  less  from  our  railways  than  we  hate 
calculated  upon,  it  is  quite  clear  thst  ve^ 
serious  increased  taxation  must  be  impose 
next  year  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency- 
The  Customs,  at  the  very  same  time,  are  fs^^ 
alarmingly.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  thongh  ttef 
have  fallen  at  a  rate  of  £160,000  a  year  for  tw 
past  quarter,  the  other  three  quarters  areDOi 
likely  to  be  so  bad  ;  but  the  fact  remains th»t 
there  has  been  a  fall,  notwithstanding  the  po* 
gress  of  works,  and  the  extra  consampt^^ 
of  dutiable  goods  owing  to  the  wages  eaffiw 
on  those  works.  It  has  been  said  dnring,^ 
debate  that  the  Customs  revenue  will  fall  |'^ 
cease  borrowing ;  but  the  fact  is  that  it  i* 
falling  now,  and  we  may  as  well  face  t^^^^ 
at  once.  The  longer  we  go  on  the  greater  aw 
more  sudden  will  be  the  collapse.  History » 
simply  repeating  itself.  K  we  run  awayfr"^® 
the  principles  of  political  economy  ii)  ^ 
dealings,  the  end  is  not  far  off.  There  is  oM 
point  on  which  I  think  we  should  have  soffli 
explanation.  We  have  been  constantly  ww 
that  if  we  reject  the  proposition  put  for^ 
by  the  Government  to  borrow  a  million aDOj 
half  it  will  be  essential  to  borrow  again  ff^ 
year ;  and  wo  were  told  by  the  Premie  ^ 
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i  we  would  only  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  it 
foold  last  two  years.  But  when  the  Bill  came 
bwn  it  was  found  that  the  million  and  a  half 
lid  not  include  the  whole  of  the  purposes  of 
he  Government,  but  merely  that  of  railway- 
luUdng ;  yet  if  less  than  the  amount  proposed 
vas  borrowed  we  must  borrow  again  next  year 

0  make  up  the  deficiency.  Well,  if  that  be  so, 
vhere  is  the  economy  that  was  to  be  practised  ? 
rhen  the  Premier  was  asked  this :  **  Do  you 
^edge  yourself  not  to  propose  borrowing  again 
lext  year  ?  "  and  he  answered,  in  effect  at  any 
Ate,  "Yes."  But  when  another  honourable 
nember  was  speaking  he  said  that  the  Premier 
aad  not  given  any  such  undertaking ;  and  sub- 
tequently  the  Premier  repudiated  what  he  had 
laid— for,  whether  or  not  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  in  so  many  words  that  there  should 
be  no  borrowing  next  year,  he  certainly  led 
the  House  to  believe  that  there  would  not  be. 
Now,  I  must  say  that  I  think  it  is  a  serious 
matter  when  the  leader  of  the  House  takes  up 
fc  position  of  this  kind.  It  must  create  want 
9f  confidence  in  his  word.  It  reminds  me  of 
vhat  took  place  upon  a  somewhat  similar  occa- 
Bon  in  regard  to  the  Srd  clause  of  this  Bill, 
when  the  Premier  and  Treasurer  could  not  be 
got  to  answer  in  less  than  half  an  hour  a  ques- 
tion which  might  have  been  answered  in  three 
words ;  and  then,  making  a  statement  to  the 
HoQse  the  next  day,  the  Treasurer  said  that 
they  had  not  said  anything  of  the  kind.  In 
hot,  they  hod  simply  played  upon  us ;  and  the 
Premier  sat  opposite  to  us  not  daring  to  say 
that  he  had  not  led  us  into  a  certain  belief, 
and  not  manly  enough  to  say  that  the  Trea- 
surer was  wrong,  and  that  he  had  given  the 
usuiance  to  the  House  which  we  said  he  had 
oren.  These  things  lead  to  want  of  con- 
ndence  in  the  v/ord  of  public  men,  and  it  will 
be  some  time  before  the  Premier  gets  over  it. 
mien,  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  ''  car-marking  "  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  One  honourable  gentleman 
Mud  that  ear  -  marking  might  be  got  rid  of  by 
catting  off  the  ear.  That  is  certainly  one  way 
of  getting  rid  of  an  ear-mark ;  and,  strangely 
enough,  that  is  exactly  the  way  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  get  lid  of  their  ear-marking. 
When  we  proposed  to  take  these  items  out  of 
the  schedule,  what  did  the  Premier  say  ?  "  Oh, 
we  did  not  propose  to  spend  this  money  upon 
these  railways.  We  only  propose  to  spend 
enough  to  make  surveys,  and,  if  the  surveys 
prove  that  the  enterprises  are  not  promising, 
wo  shall  ask  the  House  to  pass  this  sum 
over  to  other  purpose."  If  that  is  the  way 
in  which  loans  are  to  be  ear-marked, — ^if,  when- 
ever a  new  policy  presents  itself  to  the  mind 
of  Ministers,  the  objects  of  certain  amounts 
an  to  be  changed  by  a  special  Act  of  Parlia- 
nient,~then  the  sooner  we  cease  ear-marking 
loans  the  better.  We  might  just  as  well  put 
the  loans  down  every  session  to  be  scrambled 
br,  and  not  pretend  to  the  public  creditor  that 
we  bonow  for  well-considered  works — to  do 
10  b  simply  to  get  money  out  of  the  foreign 
onditors  by  means  of  false  pretences.    Then, 

1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 


certain  very  pregnant  sentences  that  fell  from, 
the  Premier  m  one  of  his  speeches.  His  whole 
frame  seemed  to  be  quivering  with  anxiety  as 
he  asked,  "  Where  is  this  borrowing  to  end?"' 
And  again,  in  another  portion  of  his  speech,  he 
asked,  **  Is  this  borrowing  never  to  cease  ? " 
But,  when  we  took  to  cutting  down  the  borrow- 
ing, his  powers  of  oratory  rushed  to  the  other 
side,  and  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ducing the  House  to  continue  borrowing.  Was 
that  all  acting?  It  seemed  very  much  like 
it?  At  one  moment  he  is  in  favour  of  eco- 
nomy ;  at  the  next,  supporting  most  extrava- 
gant proposals  in  the  Bill.  Now  with  regard 
to  the  courses  open  to  the  Government  in  con- 
sequence of  the  cutting-out  of  this  £175,000. 
As  to  the  first  course, —  that  of  curtailing  ex- 
penditure,— that  must  be  done  to  the  extent 
of  the  cutting-down,  and  therefore  we  need  not 
trouble  further  about  that.  As  to  the  second 
proposition,  that  of  using  a  part  of  the  North. 
Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  I  would  just  direct, 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  of  these 
continual  threats  that  something  will  be  done 
with  that  loan-money  if  the  northern  men  are 
not  obedient  to  the  Government  whips.  As  a 
mere  matter  of  policy  this  is  bad.  Men  will 
not  be  driven  by  '*  a  whip  "  of  that  kind.  It 
was  tried  during  the  recess  till  people  were 
sick  of  it,  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other ;  and  it  did  not  succeed.  It  could 
not  frighten  the  people  of  Auckland,  nor  the 
people  in  any  part  of  the  North  Island;, 
nor  did  it  make  them  more  friendly  to  the 
Government.  Such  conduct  will  not  conciliate 
anybody,  and  will  probably  anger  a  good  many. 
We  in  the  North  Island  can  snap  our  fingers 
at  this  Government,  or  at  any  other  that 
threatens  not  to  make  this  railway,  or  to  use- 
the  money  set  apart  for  its  construction,  be- 
cause if  the  money  does  not  come  from  that 
source  it  must  be  made  up  in  some  other 
way.  The  people  of  the  North  may  make 
their  minds  very  easy  on  that  point.  The 
third  alternative  was  to  borrow  again  next  year. 
Why  is  this,  if  the  enterprises  for  which  the 
money  is  to  be  borrowed  are  to  be  put  on  one 
side  ?  The  Treasurer  made  a  bungle  about  the 
celebrated  £800,000 :  that  was  a  clear  bungle,., 
and  he  knows  it,  as  we  know  it ;  and  he  is  now 
casting  about  in  all  directions  to  find  money  to 
make  it  up.  He  gets  £100,000,  if  we  allow 
him,  out  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Line  Loan,, 
under  the  pretence  of  buying  Native  land.  He 
will  get  another  £100,000  under  the  pretence  of 
buying  rolling-stock  and  stores  for  that  line; 
and  he  will  perhaps  further  supplement  that 
by  £175,000  out  of  ^his  loan.  What  he  will  do 
will  be  something  like  this :  When  the  money 
is  wanted  for  these  other  works,  it  will  be 
borrowed  from  the  Railway  Fund ;  and  when, 
it  has  to  be  repaid  he  will  say,  "The  rail- 
ways for  which  that  money  was  required  are 
not  going  to  be  made,  and  we  will  use  that 
money  for  roads,  public  buildings,  and  other 
purposes  of  a  miscellaneous  char***"'**'  '"^d 
he  will  have  to  make  up  in  th* 
ciency  which  he  hebs  from  tim^ 
but  which  he  at  last  virtual 
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and  which,  I  think,  the  Hoase  ought  to  force 
him  to  acknowledge  before  it  has  done  with 
him  and  it.  I  would,  in  conclueion,  caution 
the  Government  that  the  short-cut  is  not 
always  the  nearest  way  to  a  place.  You  may 
depend  upon  it  that  time  is  sometimes  saved 
by  appearmg  to  be  lil)eral,  and  my  experience 
of  parliamentary  life  has  taught  me  that,  at 
any  rate,  a  little  consideration  for  what  is  going 
on  will  sometimes  gain  a  great  deal  in  the  end  ; 
and  I  think  a  whole  day,  or  perhaps  two  days, 
might  fairly  have  been  saved  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  what  was  reasonable  and  just 
in  regard  to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  O.  F.  RICHARDSON.— I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  before  this  debate  is  brought  to 
a  close,  as  the  mover  of  the  amendment  on 
the  second  reading ;  and  I  will  point  out — as 
some  misapprehension  appears  to  have  arisen 
outside  this  House  —  that  the  reason  the 
amendment  was  moved  on  the  second  read- 
ing  was  that  it  was  impossible  to  reallocate 
the  money  in  Committee.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  was,  mainly,  to  strike  out  what 
appeared  to  be  political  railways ;  and,  though 
the  amendment  which  I  proposed  was  lost,  the 
object  which  it  was  desired  to  attain  in  that 
respect  has  been  gained.  A  further  object  was 
to  reallocate  the  money  set  down  for  political 
railways  in  a  direction  which  would  be  remu- 
nerative to  the  colony.  As  the  amendment 
was  lost,  that  object  could  not  be  attained  in 
Committee ;  but  I  consider  the  result  which 
has  been  arrived  at  far  more  damaging  to 
the  Government  than  if  it  had  accepted  the 
amendment  and  allowed  it  to  be  discussed 
upon  its  merits.  Honourable  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  stated  that  they  would 
vote  for  the  £175,000  that  was  struck  out 
being  replaced  on  the  schedule,  if  allocated  to 
works.  They  went  further  than  that.  When 
the  Government  declined  to  allocate  the 
money,  they  went  so  far  as  to  state  —  and 
the  House  has,  by  its  vote,  aflirmed  their 
view  of  the  matter — that  they  would  not  trust 
the  Treasurer  with  £175,000  that  was  not 
specially  allocated.  My  amendment  —  which 
was  a  simple  and  practical  amendment  — 
was  treated  as  a  no -confidence  motion.  The 
Premier  is  my  superior  in  political  experience 
and  in  knowledge  of  constitutional  usage,  and 
in  making  my  amendment  a  no  -  confidence 
motion  I  have  no  doubt  ho  was  acting  strictly 
according  to  constitutional  usage  ;  but  what 
I  will  say  is  this :  that,  if  my  amendment  was  to 
be  treated  as  a  matter  of  no-confidence,  much 
more  should  the  vote  of  the  House  the  other 
evening,  on  the  Government  proposing,  by  Go- 
vernor's message,  to  allocate  that  money  to  rail- 
ways in  the  South  Island,  have  been  treated  as 
a  no-confidence  motion.  There  has  been  no 
such  direct  no -confidence  motion  passed  as 
that  vote  since  I  have  hod  the  honour  of  being 
a  member  of  the  House.  I  think  that  the  re- 
sult has  shown  that  the  moving  of  the  amend- 
ment has  served  a  useful  purpose.  I  think  that 
it  paved  the  way  for  the  striking-out  of  those 
poutical  railways,  and  it  would  have  been  a 
grand  success,  if  for  nothing  else  than  that 
Colonel  Trimble 


it  led  to  the  magnificent  burst  of  anJuj 
from  the  Premier  indorsing  and  emphaoBBi 
his  remarks  at  Invercargill  on  the  matter  d 
borrowing.  But  the  Premier  time  and  ma. 
preaches  prudence,  the  Treasurer  beside  him  tH 
the  time  practising  what  he  calls  "  progces.'' 
The  Treasurer  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  Premio-'i 
preaching,  and  the  Premier  turns  a  blind  ere  to 
the  Treasurer's  practice.  It  is  time  that  tiiii 
was  ended — this  halting  between  twoopiniosi 
on  the  part  of  the  Premier— halting  betwe« 
his  duty  to  the  country,  his  patriotism,  on  t^ 
one  hand  and  his  loyalty  to  his  colleague  on  ^ 
other.  The  Premier  did  me  the  honour  to  sif- 
gest  that  the  honourable  member  for  EgmoBt 
had  consolidated  my  vot<}  for  £10,000  put  down 
to  the  Seaward  Bush  Railway — a  line  whidi, 
I  may  remark,  is  in  the  electorate  of  a  Govea- 
ment  supporter.  If  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  succeeds  in  consolidating  my  vote 
for  £10,000,  I  think  it  would  be  very  well  if 
the  Government  would  go  and  do  likewise  aoi 
place  a  maximum  of  £10,000  per  vote ;  and  a 
great  saving  to  the  colony  would  ensue.  I  ihak 
that  when  the  honourable  member  for  ba- 
ngahua  rose  the  other  night  and  alluded  to  tbe 
action  of  the  House  he  spoke  inadvisedly.  He 
said  that  an  injury  had  been  done  to  hi;^  dis^ 
by  the  striking-out  of  the  Westport-Inangahoa 
line,  and  that  insult  would  be  added  to  injnzy 
if  the  money  was  otherwise  allocated  at  the 

E resent  time.  Such  an  insult,  I  understood 
im  to  say,  would  lead  to  the  alienation  of  a 
Government  supporter.  This  House  has  not 
forgotten  the  session  of  1884.  We  were  asked 
to  consider  a  little  matter — the  East  and  Wart 
Coast  Railway  —  a  small  matter,  involving  a 
million  and  a  half.  Suddenly,  while  we  weR 
engaged  discussing  this  little  matter,  then 
dropped,  as  from  the  clouds,  another  propoail 
to  construct  a  line  from  Brunnerton  to  Bel- 
grove,  involving  an  additional  million.  Tto, 
I  take  it,  was  to  consolidate  votes.  How  many 
votes  that  little  addition  to  the  proposal  con- 
solidated, honourable  members  can  judge  for 
themselves.  And,  looking  to  the  large  "»- 
tainer  "  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
received  for  his  district  in  1884,  he  appean 
unreasonable  in  demanding  a  substantial  "  R- 
fresher"  in  1886.  I  have  heard  those  land- 
grants  likened  in  this  House  this  session  to 
German  principalities.  This  colony  is  small, 
and  it  stands  to  reason  that  you  cannot,  in  a 
limited  colony,  continue  to  give  away  German 
principalities  without  running  out  of  stock. 
It  soon  occurred  to  the  Government  that  land 
was  scarce :  "  We  are  getting  over  the  edge; 
but  we  have  plenty  of  water,  and  that  viD 
do  to  catch  little  fish."  Then,  we  heard  of  i 
South  Sea  Bubble  scheme — a  monopoly  of  th« 
South  Sea  Island  trade.  That  was  one  idea  to 
consolidate  votes.  Subsequently  the  Goveni* 
ment  **  hatched "  another  idea.  They  said, 
*'  We  will  conserve  fisheries  Upon  the  showi 
that  round  our  coasts  from  Bluff  to  Nelfloi 
span,  And  thus  secure  the  hand  and  'b«1' 
of  a  very  doubtful  man !  "  This  is  the  ^ 
in  which  the  Government  appear  to  me  to 
consolidate  votes,  and  I  think  they  paid  tin 
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honourable  member  for  Egmont  the  highest 
oompliment  they  oonld  pay  him  when  the 
Premier  suggested  that  my  vote  was  conso- 
lidated by  the  proposed  expenditure  of  £10,000 
in  another  man's  electorate.  I  was  also  ac> 
OQsed  of  insincerity  in  being  an  advocate  for 
economy  and  yet  not,  in  my  amendment, 
proposing  to  simply  strike  out  the  money,  in- 
stead of  allocating  it  to  other  lines.  I  believed 
in  the  assurance  of  the  Government  that  this 
proposed  loan  was  to  cover  an  expenditure  for 
two  years;  and,  if  the  loan  was  to  cover  an 
expenditure  of  two  years,  then  I  considered  it 
was  following  out  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
Premier  in  his  Invercargill  speech,  and  was 
a  decided  tapering -off  of  the  previous  public 
works  expenditure.  I  did  not  think  a  million 
and  a  half  in  our  present  position  was  too 
mnch  to  spend  within  that  time.  I  believe 
it  has  been  suggested  in  one  or  two  directions 
—1  hardly  know  what  terms  were  used,  but  it 
amounted  to  this:  that,  to  use  a  colonial  ex- 
pression, I  had  been  **  put  up  "  to  move  this 
amendment.  Sir,  I  take  it  that  the  amend- 
ment, from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  discloses 
its  authorship.  'Sly  action  in  relation  to  the 
original  proposal  in  connection  with  the  East 
sua  West  Coast  Railway  is  well  known  to  this 
House.  Why  should  I  take  another  view  of 
the  matter  when  a  second  and  still  more  un- 
necessary East  and  West  Coast  Railway  was 
proposed?  The  Blenheim-Tophouse  and  Ina- 
Bganua-Westport  Railways  meant  a  second 
and  absolutely  unnecessary  East  and  West 
Goast  Railway.  Then,  again,  there  was  the 
other  point — the  construction  of  new  railways 
before  completing  unfinished  railways  to  a 
working  point.  At  a  meeting  held  by  Otago 
members  during  the  course  of  this  session  I 
parried  a  resolution  which  was,  I  believe,  in 
identically  the  same  words  as  those  of  my 
unendment  to  this  Bill :  that,  I  think,  pretty 
well  proves  the  authorship  of  the  amendment, 
though  it  was  moved  with  the  approval  of  the 
Opposition.  In  conclusion,  I  may  simply  say 
u&t  any  credit  or  discredit  that  attaches  to 
^lat  resolution  I  am  prepared  to  take  myself, 
being  perfectly  satisfied  it  has  served  a  good 
porpose. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
tiie  word  'now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  wish  to  explain  that  the  rea- 
son why  I  called  "  No  "  was  that  I  wished  to 
see  who  wore  the  non-borrowers.  As  I  felt 
perfectly  certain  that  they  did  not  moan  to  call 
for  a  division,  I  called  "No,"  to  see  who  they 
were. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— As  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  dis- 
tinctly intended  to  call  for  a  division  through- 
out, and  had  arranged  for  another  toller ;  and 
I  was  quite  as  determined  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  let  the  country  see  who  were  the 
non-borrowers. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
third  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — The  intention  has  been 
so  obvious  this  evening  to  lengthen  out  the 
debate,  and  it  is  so  much  the  wish  of  members 
who  support  the  Government  that  there  should 
be  no  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the  session^ 
that  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  replying.  I  shall  only  say, 
with  regard  to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
Loan,  that  when  that  Bill  comes  on  an  expla- 
nation will  be  given  which  will,  I  believe,  be 
quito  satisfactory  to  honourable  members  wlio 
are  interested  in  the  matter. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  to 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday^  3rd  August,  1886. 


First  Reading— Second  Reading— Third 

Unconvictod  Prisoners— Settled  Land  Bill— Civil 
Service  Reform  Bill— Deceased  Persons'  Estates 
Duties  Bill  — Public  Bodies'  LeaBeholds  Bill  — 
Harbours  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Public  Trust  Office  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS.      .^^^ 
Otago  Harbour  Bridge  Bill,  AH 
Act  Extension  Bill. 


398 


Unconvicted 


[COUNCIL.] 


Prisoners. 


[Aug.! 


UNCONVICTED  PRISONERS. 

Tlio  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK,  in  moWng  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  some 
time  ago  lio  asked  the  liou.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary a  question  on  the  suhjcct  referred  to  in 
the  motion,  on  which  occasion  the  honourable 
gentleman  replied  as  follows ; — 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bucklky  had  consulted  the 
Minister  of  Justice  on  this  point,  who  replied 
that  he  Kaw  no  reason  for  altering  the  regula- 
tions. Thev  were  the  same  regulations  as  those 
of  the  Old  Country  and  the  other  colonies." 

He  did  not  considpr  this  was  a  satisfactorj' 
reply,  and,  consequently,  he  had  decided  to 
bring  the  question  forward  aj?ain  in  another 
form.  Tlio  law  of  this  country*,  he  pointed  out, 
was  not  tlie  same  as  that  which  prevailed  in 
the  other  colonies:  the  tendency  of  the  Now 
Zealand  law  was  in  the  direction  of  leniency. 
With  tljo  permission  of  the  Council  he  would 
read  tlie  clause  of  the  Prisons  Act  to  which 
his  mcition  alluded  : — 

"14.  In  order  to  mark  the  difference  between 
the  treatment  of  persons  unconvicted  of  crime 
and  in  law  pre8umj0)ly  innocent,  during  the 
period  of  their  detention  in  prison  for  safe 
custody  onlv,  and  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
who  have  been  convicted  of  crime,  during  the 
period  of  their  detention  in  prison  for  the  pur- 
pose of  punishment,  special  rej^ailations  may 
bo  niftdo  for  the  treatment  of  prisoners  con- 
fined for  safe  custody  only.  Sueh  regulations 
may  provide  for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
matters: — 

•*(1.)  With  respect  to  the  retention  by  any 
such  prisoner  of  the  possession  of  any  books, 
papers,  or  documents  in  his  possession  at  the 
time  of  his  arrest,  and  which  may  not  be 
•required  for  evidence  against  him,  and  are  not 
reasonably  suspected  of  forming  part  of  pro- 
perty improperly  acquired  by  him,  or  are  not 
lor  some  special  reason  required  to  be  taken 
from  him  for  the  purposes  of  justice  ; 

•*  (2.)  With  respect  to  communications  be- 
tween any  such  prisoner,  his  solicitor,  and 
friends,  so  as  to  secure  to  such  prisoner  as 
unrestricted  and  private  communication  be- 
tween him,  his  solicitor,  and  his  friends  as 
may  be  possible,  having  regard  only  to  the 
necessity  of  preventing  any  tampering  with 
evidence  and  any  plans  for  escape,  or  other 
like  consideration ; 

"  (3.)  With  respect  to  arrangements  where- 
by such  prisoners  may  provide  themselves  with 
articles  of  diet,  or  may  be  furnished  with  a  suf- 
:ficient  quantity  of  wholesome  food,  and  mav  be 
protected  from  being  called  upon  to  perform 
any  unaccustomed  tasks  or  offices ; 

"  (4.)  And  generally  regulating  the  confine- 
imcnt  of  such  prisoners  in  such  manner  as  to 
»mako  it  as  littlo  as  possible  oppressive,  due 
regard  only  being  had  to  their  safe  custody, 
to  the  necessity  of  preserving  order  aTid  good 
government  in  the  place  in  which  they  are 
confined,  and  to  the  physical  and  moral  well- 
being  of  the  prisoners  themselves." 

He  believed  a  set  of  regulations  had  been  com- 
.pU^under  some  of  tlic  above  subsections  with 


respect  to  pfrovisions,  books,  papers,  and  so  ca; 
but  the  sabsection  to  which  he  more  partkokif 
wished  to  refer  was  that  part  of  the  4th  wfaid 
referred  to  the  physical  well-being  of  pxiscseB. 
So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  make  est,  tb 
other  colonies  treated  all  their  prisoners  ahb, 
making  no  exception  whatever.  Th&t  iras  dsI 
the  proper  time  to  discuss  whether  il  w  t 
wise  thing  to  show  this  leniency  or  noL  h 
was  sufficient  to  point  out  that  there  vis » 
difference  of  treatment  provided  forpiiKaiea 
who  were  unconvicted  and  for  those  vho  vra 
undergoing  sentences.  Correspondence  had  re- 
cently taken  place  on  the  subject  between^ 
Visiting  Justices  of  the  Wellington  Temce 
Gaol  and  the  Government ;  but  this  he  )ad  cot 
yet  had  an  opportunity  to  peruse.  It  was  well 
known  that  among  persons  committed  tben 
were  a  large  number  who,  after  andeigcisg 
detention  before  their  trial  took  place,  wen 
acquitted.  Therefore  it  was  not  nght  thai  tlie 
innocent  should  be  made  to  suffer  the  sameu 
the  guilty,  as  was  the  ca.se  at  present.  In  &e«, 
they  suffered  a  great  deal  more  than  thegmltj, 
because  prisoners  who  were  undergoing  sea- 
tences  of  hard  labour  got  the  advantage  d 
open-air  exercise,  whereas  those  who  wen 
waiting  trial  were  committed  to  their  cells  {« 
twenty  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  ItwM 
with  a  view  to  a  modification  of  these  rcgul*- 
tions  that  he  moved  the  present  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  seconded  the  motia 
with  great  pleasure.  It  simplv  asked  Uiat 
the  prison  regulations  should  be  framed  ia 
accordance  with  the  Act  already  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly.  It  seemed  necessaiv  that 
piTSons  awaiting  trial  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  those  who  were  convicted.  Ia 
some  parts  of  the  country  the  Supreme  Cocrt 
criminal  sessions  took  place  at  interTala  of  six 
months,  and  it  was  hard  that  persons  awaiting 
trial  should  be  subjected  for  several  months  te 
more  severe  restrictions  than  those  who  wf» 
convicted.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  now  tliat  tie 
attention  of  the  Government  had  been  drawi 
to  the  matter,  they  would  see  the  proprietrof 
making  regulations  to  meet  the  case  hm^i 
under  notice. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "Tbi 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  prison  rep- 
lations  should  bo  altered  so  as  to  confcitB 
with  clause  14  of  *The  Prisons  Act,  I88i,' 
whereby  the  treatment  of  persons  confined  f« 
safe  custody,  and  unconvicted  of  crime,  ffiftj 
be  made  as  little  oppressive  as  possible."- 
IHon.  Mr.  Peacock.) 

The  Hon.  Uv.  BUCKLEY  confessed  thai 
when  he  first  saw  the  motion  on  the  Orf« 
Paper  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  what th« 
mover  was  referring  to.  He  did  not  thini  it 
could  be  said  that  the  tendency  of  theprestn* 
Parliament  was  to  make  the  position  of  th« 
first  offender  a  hard  one,  because  the  L^»- 
lature  had  provided  within  tho  last  few  d»T$ 
that  his  position  should  be  rendered  as  littl« 
hard  as  possible.  But  there  were  two  ckssfs 
of  misdemeanants  provided  for  by  the  if* 
in  question.  It  was  provided  in  one  psrt  of 
the  Act  that  there  should  be  the  greatest  po*- 
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ible  leniency  consistent  with  safety.  The  regu- 
^ons  provided, — 

"31.  Prisoners  before  trial  may  be  allowed 
0  retain  in  their  possession  any  books  or  doca- 
oents  belonging  to  them  at  the  time  of  their 
nest,  and  which  may  not  be  required  for  evi- 
ience  against  them,  and  are  not  reasonably  sus- 
lected  of  being  part  of  any  property  improperly 
required  by  them,  or  are  not  on  some  special 
^unds  required  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the 
lorpose  of  justice.  .  .  .  Each  such  prisoner 
hall,  by  permission  of  the  Visiting  Justices  or 
inspector,  be  permitted  to  be  visited  by  one  or 
vo  persons  at  the  same  time  for  a  quarter  of 
A  hour  on  any  week-days,  or  longer  if  sufficient 
ause  is  shown,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  to  see 
lis  legal  adviser  on  any  week-day  at  any  reason- 
Jb!e  hour,  and,  if  required,  in  private,  but,  if 
lecessary,  in  the  view  of  an  officer  of  the 
adson.  Paper  and  all  other  writing  materials, 
o  such  an  extent  as  may  appear  reasonable  to 
ihc  Gaoler  or  the  Inspector,  shall  be  furnished 
»  any  such  prisoner  who  requires  to  be  so  sup- 
plied, for  the  purposes  of  communicating  with 
kiends,  or  preparing  a  defence. 

*'  32.  Prisoners  before  trial  and  misdemean- 
mts  may,  by  permission  of  the  Visiting  Jus- 
tices or  Iiispector,  procure  for  themselves  or 
receive  at  proper  hours  food,  clothing,  bedding, 
or  otlier  necessaries,  subject  to  examination  by 
%  prison  official,  and  any  articles  so  procured 
may  be  paid  for  out  of  the  moneys  belonging 
ko  such  prisoners  in  the  bands  of  the  Gaoler. 
Ko  part  of  such  food,  &c.,  shall  be  sold  or  trans- 
ferred to  any  other  prisoner.  If  a  prisoner 
ijefore  trial  does  not  provide  himself  with  food, 
mtions  as  laid  down  in  No.  2  scale  will  bo  issued 
to  him." 

Every  possible  allowance  was  made  to  them. 
They  were  allowed  to  have  their  own  food  and 
clothes,  and  to  see  their  friends  every  day.  He 
aaked  his  honourable  friend  not  to  interfere 
vith  the  prison  regulations  ;  but  if  he  had  any 
complaint  to  make  he  would  take  care  the 
matter  should  be  attended  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BATHGATE  supported  the 
ifiotion.  Perhaps  the  Council  were  not  aware 
that,  out  of  every  hundred  persons  who  were 
accused  of  breaking  the  law,  40  per  cent,  were 
afterwards  found  innocent  by  the  juries.  This 
4ihowed  that  they  were  subjected  to  very  hard 
treatment  under  these  regulations.  It  was 
not  sufficient  to  tell  them  that  the  regulations 
^ere  approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council. 
The  question  was,  whether  they  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law.  Ho  held  that  if  they  were 
inconsistent  with  the  Act  it  was  high  time  they 
should  be  altered.  The  present  Inspector  of 
Prisons  was  deemed  unequalled  in  his  special 
blanch.  He  had  been  brought  out  here,  having 
been  trained  in  English  prison  management, 
uid  there  was  no  doubt  that  officer  knew  per- 
fectly well  all  the  principles  of  the  manage- 
ment of  gaols  in  England.  He  (Mr.  Bath- 
9^)  held,  however,  that  it  was  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  this  colony,  seeing  that  it  was  a 
young  and  growing  country  and  was  without  a 

largo  body  of  professional  criminals,  as  was  the 
-case  in  older  countries,  -to  be  guided  by  the  rules 


of  English  prison-management.  It  was  owing 
to  this  mistake  that,  in  the  face  of  the  objections 
made  by  the  community,  a  large  building  for 
the  purposes  of  a  gaol  was  being  erected  in  the 
heart  of  Wellington.  It  was  true  that  when 
the  Inspector  acquired  his  knowledge  in  English 
prisons  there  were  large  prisons  situated  in 
the  centres  of  population;  but  that  was  now 
found  to  be  a  decided  mistake,  and  efforts  were 
being  made  in  England  to  have  those  prisons 
removed  from  the  centres  of  population.  With 
respect  to  the  motion  before  the  Council,  he 
was  prepared  to  go  further  than  the  mover, 
and  to  move  that  the  question  be  referred 
to  a  special  Committee  of  the  Council  to  in- 
quire mto  the  whole  administration  of  pri- 
sons  in  the  colony.  It  might  be  too  late  to 
do  so  this  session,  but  he  trusted  that  next 
session  some  honourable  member  would  under- 
take the  responsibility  of  such  a  step.  He  had 
complained  last  year  of  the  way  in  which  a 
very  innocent  class  of  prisoners  were  treated. 
The  Legislature  had  abolished  imprisonment 
for  debt ;  but  if  an  unfortunate  debtor  was  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  Magistrate  by  his 
creditor  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  pay, 
and,  through  ignorance  or  inadvertence,  failed  to 
appear,  the  law  required  the  Magistrate  to 
commit  him  there  and  then.  It  so  happened 
that  a  good  many  prisoners  were  in  gaol  for  this 
reason  ;  but  if  they  had  had  the  sense  to  know 
the  law,  and  appear  before  the  Magistrate  to 
state  the  facts,  they  would  not  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  yet  they  were  subjected  to  all  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  incarceration  the  same 
as  convicted  criminals.  The  Inspector,  last 
year,  in  his  report,  designated  them  misde- 
meanants, putting  them  on  the  level  of  crimi- 
nals. He  held  that  to  be  in  opposition  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Abolition  of  Imprisonment  for 
Debt  Act.  He  also  took  exception  to  dressing 
prisoners  in  striped  stockings  and  knicker- 
bockers, and  to  short-  and  long- sentenced  men 
being  clothed  in  different  garments.  That  was 
altogether  foreign  to  the  philanthropic  spirit  of 
the  day.  They  should  take  care  to  adopt  means 
to  reform  prisoners,  so  that  they  might  bo 
better  men  when  they  came  out.  The  object  of 
imprisoimient  was  not  so  much  to  punish  as 
to  endeavour  to  make  better  citizens  of  them. 
In  the  present  prison  regulations  that  seemed 
to  be  altogether  lost  sight  of.  Many  of  the 
offenders  who  wore  imprisoned  were  the  mere 
victims  of  carelessness.  They  were  young  men, 
for  the  most  part,  who  were  sent  out  here  be- 
cause their  friends  did  not  know  what  to  do 
with  them  at  Home,  and,  after  overrunning 
the  constable,  they  passed  valueless  cheques 
and  got  into  prison.  Instead  of  marring  their 
prospects  for  the  future  they  ought  to  be  led 
to  a  better  tone,  and  no  treatment  followed 
with  prisoners  to  lower  their  self-respect.  Again, 
instead  of  having  the  prisons  in  the  middle  of 
towns,  the  prisoners  ought  to  be  sent  to  prisons 
in  the  agricultural  districts  and  taught  farm- 
ing pursuits,  so  that  when  they  came  out  they 
would  be  able  to  earn  their  owxi^||||iJpxl 
honestly. 
The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  ^ 
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those  who  had  any  sympathy  with  Te  Whiti  or 
any  other  Maori  breaker  of  the  law ;  but  he 
had  sympathy  with  tliose  who  were  supposed 
to  have  broken  tlui  law  not  in  a  criminal  sense, 
and  yet  were  confined  as  criminals.  He  would 
like  to  ask  whether  the  prisoners  he  referred 
to  were  allowed  tobacco. 

The  Hon.  3klr.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASKH  said  that  for- 
merly  they  were  allowed  that ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  a  very  hard  distinction  to  be  made. 
With  regard  to  the  unfortunate  debtors  referred 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bathgate,  some  of  those 
men  were  hardworking,  poor  men.  In  that 
respect  they  were  treated  differently  from  the 
rich  man.  Whereas  a  rich  man  either  made 
a  compromise  or  became  insolvent  after  levy- 
ing black-mail  on  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  there  was  no  alteration  in  his  mode 
of  livinji,  yet  piuiishment  was  allotted  to  the 
poor  working-man,  who,  in  the  Le^slature,  ap- 
peared to  have  no  real  friends,  although  there 
wsv«<  a  great  deal  said  about  the  working-man. 

Tlie  Hon.  Ci-ioncl  BKKTT  was  rather  sur- 
prised at  the  lino  of  argument  resorted  to 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bathgate,  as  an  old  Kesident 
Magistrate,  in  (iefence  of  tlio  present  motion. 
The  honourable  member  had  said  that  of  those 
who  were  committed  for  trial  40  per  cent,  were 
found  to  be  innocent ;  but  his  opinion  was  that 
seven  out  of  ever>'  nine  of  those  were  in  reality 
guilty,  and  got  acquitted  through  a  quibble  or 
the  ix)wer  and  ability  of  a  lawyer.  He  had  no 
sympathy  with  any  man  placed  in  custody 
on  suspicion ;  for  in  the  majority  of  ca.ses  he 
felt  confident  that  tlie^y  were  guilty  of  the 
ofTence>j  with  which  they  were  charged,  and 
desi-rvid  their  punihlunent.  He  had  never 
known  a  soldier  in  his  regiment  having  been 
charged  with  an  oflenco  who  was  not,  nineteen 
times  out  of  twenty,  guilty  of  that  offence,  and 
the  oflenders  were  formally  tried  by  Court- 
martial,  and  were  not  allowed  to  employ  lawyers 
to  try  and  get  them  off.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able member  who  moved  this  motion  would 
not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  public  prisons  of  the  colony. 

'J  he  Hon.  ^Ir.  rii.XCOCK  was  prepared  to 
admit  all  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  had 
said  had  been  done.  It  was  true  the  prisoners 
wore  supplied  with  books  ;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  they  were  not  supplied  with  light  to  read 
them  by,  except  by  means  of  a  little  bit  of  a 
window  in  the  cells.  With  respect  to  the  more 
stringent  regulations  in  New  South  Wales, 
the  law  there  did  not  contain  anything  simi- 
lar to  the  clause  of  the  New  Zealand  Act  to 
which  he  referred  in  his  motion.  They  had  no 
law  in  New  South  Wales  by  which  they  could 
make  lenient  regulations  for  the  treatment 
of  prisoners ;  but  the  New  Zealand  Legislature 
had  expressly  stated  that  lenient  regulations 
should  be  made,  and  it  was  with  a  desire  to 
see  the  will  of  the  Legislature  carried  out  in 
this  respect  that  he  had  moved  the  motion. 
He  also  wished,  before  concluding,  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  the  want  of  ventilation  in  the  cells. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Hon,  Captain  Frcuer 


SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHTTAEEB.— I  beg  t» 
move  the  third  reading  of  the  Settled  Lsai 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— I  am  very  mack 
opposed  to  this  Bill,  which  affects  my  hjA 
very  seriously.  It  is  one  that  I  believe  vm 
give  general  discontent,  and  I  feel  oanvinni 
that  it  will  be  thrown  out  in  another  place  e^9 
if  it  passes  here ;  and  that  is  my  only  hopa  | 
I  would  not  have  objected  to  it  if  it  had  oot ' 
been  a  retrospective  measure,  because  then  it 
would  have  removed  all  the  difficulties  thtf 
will  accrue  to  my  family.  But  I  say  this  is  a 
wicked  and  vicious  Bill.  We  may  haTo  na- 
dutiful  sons  and  daughters,  and  under  this  Bfl 
they  would  be  able  to  sell  their  biitbright  far 
a  pot  of  porridge.  I  would  not  object  to  \im 
Bill  if  it  were  made  so  as  not  to  interfere  vith 
my  will.  But  if  I  had  the  power  to  say  tbit 
this  Bill  of  this  insane  lawyer — (Oh!)— wcljt 
til  is  unwise  lawyer,  who  has  concocted  Hk 
Bill — I  would  have  no  objection  to  it  if  he  woaid 
put  in  a  clause  to  that  effect.  It  would  no;  hi 
impossible  for  him,  with  his  ability  and  tsl<at, 
to  make  provision  against  those  spendthzift 
sons.  I  suppose  that  all  I  can  do  is  to  niil 
my  voice  against  the  Bill,  which  I  do. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  o!  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said,— I  wish  to  ask thB 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  BiB 
whether  ho  has  taken  any  steps  in  z^aid  to 
clause  10,  which  is  in  conflict  with  the  rest  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  I^Ir.  REYNOLDS.— No. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Then  I  shoaid  liJ» 
to  point  out  that  clause  10  hasnorelaticnwbi*- 
ever  to  the  rest  of  the  Bill.  It  ought  to  han 
been  struck  out  last  night,  in  consequence  d 
the  amendment  which  was  made  to  clsose  9, 
as  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds.  Clinie 
9  now  provides  that  all  appointments  to  ths 
Civil  Service  shall  be  by  competitive  eiainin*- 
tion,  to  be  held  annually  in  the  chief  cenoesol 
population,  and  that  cadets  shall  be  sekctad 
in  order  of  merit.  Clause  10  provides  that  cift- 
didates  shall  bo  selected  from  the  different 
electoral  districts.  Will  the  honourable  gentle 
man  consent  to  have  the  Bill  reoommittei 
with  the  object  of  having  that  struck  oat? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.  — When  this  BiH 
was  ordered  to  be  reported  last  night  I  «j* 
gestcd  to  the  honourable  gentleman  in  chsig?« 
it  that  in  consequence  of  the  alterations  whia 
had  been  made  in  Committee  it  would  requii* 
to  have  some  of  the  other  clauses  adapted  to 
the  view  taken  by  the  Council ;  but,  with  ck*- 
racteristic  obstinacy,  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  has  done  on  this  occasion  as  he  haa  doo» 
on  every  occasion  before — ^resisted  the  iaemf 
attempts  which  I  have  made  to  assist  him  a 
improving  the  Bill.  He  now  proposes  that  tf 
shall  be  read  a  third  time  without  effectiof 
the  alteration  which  has  just  been  pointed  oo( 
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1  neceasazy.  It  is  now  simply  on  absurd  Bill, 
bioh  I  ^onld  be  sorry  to  think  this  Counoil 
raid  allow  to  be  sent  to  another  place  as 
pi«8enting  their  work  in  improving  the  Oivil 
ffvice  Beform  Bill.  It  is  an  important  x>oint 
I  consider  whether  examinations  for  appoint- 
flots  shall  be  as  they  are  now  under  the  Civil 
nvice  Act,  or  whetner  they  shall  be  under 
te  University  examinations.  I  understand 
At  the  Minister  of  Education  is  of  opinion 
lat  the  Civil  Service  examination  should  be 
ne  away  with,  and  the  matriculation  ex- 
nination  made  the  standard  for  entering  the 
Kvice.  The  Council  cannot  stultify  itself  by 
Mring  the  Bill  as  it  stands  now ;  and,  as  the 
nourable  gentleman  refuses  to  protect  the 
MmcU  to  that  extent,  I  move,  That  the  order 
!  the  day  be  discharged  and  made  an  order  of 
te  day  for  to-morrow.  I  will  then  take  upon 
VBolf  the  duty  of  endeavouring  to  put  the 
ul  into  proper  shape,  so  that  we  shall  not  be 
ihamed  to  send  it  to  another  place. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— The  honour- 
de  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  says 
lat  he  has  endeavoured  to  offer  every  friendly 
tempt  to  improve  the  Bill  and  make  it  a 
)od  working  one.  The  only  attempt  that  he 
IS  made  that  I  know  of  was  to  move  that  it 
lould  be  read  the  second  time  in  six  months ; 
ad  when  the  question  came  up  last  night  in 
ommittee  he  wished  the  Chairman  to  report 
(Ogress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  instead  of 
(porting  the  Bill  with-amendments.  Then,  if 
understood  him  rightly,  while  in  Committee 
B  rather  rejoiced  that  the  Bill  was  now  in  a 
tore  ridiculous  position  than  ever  it  was  in. 
[  that  is  giving  every  assistance  to  make  the 
fll  a  good  one,  then  I  cannot  understand 
bat  asststeince  the  honourable  gentleman 
mid  give  to  make  it  a  bad  Bill.  I  have  not 
le  least  objection  to  the  order  of  the  day 
ling  discharged  and  made  an  order  of  the 
ly  for  to-morrow,  but  I  could  not  allow  the 
onourable  gentleman  to  make  the  remarks 
ft  has  done  without  contradicting  them,  and 
Kjttessing  my  opinion  that,  instead  of  giving 
instance  in  passing  the  Bill,  he  has  been  the 
reatest  enemy  the  Bill  has  had.  And,  when  I 
vf  that,  I  also  say  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
Ma  has  been  mixed  up  in  the  Civil  Service 
I  days  gone  by.  The  Civil  Service  Act  was 
□ginally  prepexed  by  Civil  servants,  and  was 
tboduced  in  1866  with  a  view  entirely  to  look 
Eter  their  interests,  and  not  to  look  after  the 
iteiests  of  the  public.  I  regret  very  much 
bftt  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
iren  me  occasion  to  point  out  that  I  con- 
ider  he  has  been  anything  but  a  friend  to 
iiu  Bill,  inasmuch  as  all  along  he  has  raised 
veiy  objection  that  he  possibly  could  to  its 
using. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  am  sorry  the 
onourable  gentleman  should  have  inputed  to 
be  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  —  what  the  honourable 
ntieman  regarded  as  a  crime — an  act  which 
be  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  no  doubt,  would  have 
•en  glad  to  avail  himself  of  had  the  Standing 
Mers  permitted  it.  It  was  not  the  Hon.  Dr. 
*oUen  who  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
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second  time  in  six  months.  On  the  contrary,, 
he  made  such  an  excellent  speech  that  I  waa 
compelled  to  supplement  what  he  said  by 
movmg  the  amendment,  which,  unfortunately^ 
was  not  carried. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHABD.— I  am  happy  to 
be  free  in  this  matter  from  any  possible  impu- 
tation  that  I  am  unfriendly  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  or  to  the  Bill 
itself ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  Bill  will 
have  to  be  amended  before  it  leaves  the  Coun- 
cil. Clause  10  is  entirely  inconsistent  with 
clause  9  as  altered.  It  is  obvious  that  clause 
10  must  be  struck  out,  or  we  should  be  a 
laughing-stock  in  another  place,  and  the  coun- 
try will  say  that  we  insert  clauses  inconsistent 
with  each  other.  Clause  10  has  no  meaning 
as  the  Bill  stands.  Then,  there  is  another 
clause  which  bears  traces  of  amendments  hav- 
ing been  made,  but  not  completed;  and  as 
it  stands  now  it  has  no  meaning.  It  reads 
thus  ;  "  No  Civil  servant  hereafter  on  his  re- 
tirement, or  immediately  preceding  his  retire- 
ment, receive  more  than  three  months'  leave  of 
absence."  No  doubt  there  was  an  intention 
to  insert  something  in  that  clause,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  recollect  what  took  place,  the  amend- 
ment was  that  "No  Civil  servant  hereafter 
appointed  shall,  on  his  retirement,"  &c. :  but 
we  have  not  that  in  the  Bill.  Therefore  we 
are  passing  the  Bill  with  two  clauses  in  con- 
flict with  efich  other,  and  another  clause  which 
has  no  meaning.  The  Bill  must  be  recom- 
mitted. And,  whatever  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  it  may  say  with  regard  to 
other  members  of  the  Council,  he  cannot 
charge  me  with  any  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
him  ;  but  I  do  desire  that  anything  that  goes 
from  this  Council  shall  be,  at  any  rate,  in  a 
rational  and  intelligible  form. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.—There  is  another 
point  which  I  should  like  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Council,  and  that  is  clause  7.  In 
one  part  of  the  Bill  it  is  proposed  that  there 
shall  be  an  examination  periodically  in  the  chief 
centres  of  population,  and  by  this  clause  appli- 
cations are  invited  from  the  various  districts 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates.  I  do  net 
think  that  that  harmonizes  at  all  with  tbe 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Order  discharged,  and  made  an  order  for 
next  day. 

DECEASED  PEBSONS'  ESTATES  DUTIES 
BILL. 
The  JEEon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Deceased  Persons' 
Estates  Duties  Bill,  said, — It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  honourable  members  that  in 
1884  a  Deceased  Persons*  Estates  Duties  Bill 
was  passed,  and  that  another  was  passed  in 
1885.  This  Bill  is  to  amend  these  by  pro- 
viding that  an  investigation  may  bo  held  be- 
fore the  Besident  Magistrate  in  regard  to  the 
executor  or  any  other  person  concerned,  so 
that  parties  may  have  an  opportunij^^^p- 
pearing  by  counsel  and  giving  the'* 
in  the  same  way  as  before  ordir 
justice.    The  other  provisions 
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not  of  an  important  nature.  The  Bill  alto- 
gether is  a  verv  ordinary  one. 

Tlio  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.—My  friend 
says  that  the  Bill  js  a  very  ordinary  one ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very  unusual 
and  strong  Bill,  and  one  that  seems  to  be 
modelled  somewhat  upon  the  lines  of  the 
Spanish  Inquisition.  It  appears  that  by  this 
Bill  power  is  given  to  summon  any  person  who 
may  be  an  executor,  and  put  him  through 
an  examination  in  reference  to  affairs  con- 
nected with  the  matter  ho  may  have  in  hand. 
It  may  be  that  it  is  desirable  to  pass  such  a 
Bill,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  refer- 
ence to  that  now ;  but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  pass 
sub  silentio,  as  it  evidently  was  about  to  do.  It 
would  be  well,  in  my  opinion,  for  members  to 
consider  the  position  in  which  this  Bill  stands 
at  the  present  time.  It  has  only  just  been 
distributed,  and  it  would  bo  well  to  see  if 
there  are  any  precedents  for  such  provisions  as 
are  contained  in  it,  though  it  may  be  found 
that  the  working  of  it  will  not  be  so  very  un- 
desirable as  I  apprehend.  The  Council  should, 
at  all  events,  be  careful,  and  not  pa.ss  a  Bill  of 
this  description  without  considering  whether  it 
has  been  in  operation  anywhere  else.  When  it 
comes  on  again,  to  go  into  Committee,  I  may 
take  some  steps  with  regard  to  it.  In  the  mean- 
time I  offer  no  opposition  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  M.\NTELL.--From  what  has 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken, 
I  am  sure  the  Council  will  see  the  propriety 
of  adjourning  this  debate  till  to-morrow,  to 
enable  members  to  consider  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  I  therefore  move  the  adjournment 
of  til  is  debate. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— In  relation  to  this 
measure,  I  think  it  should  be  clearly  shown,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  abuses  that  have  grown 
up  under  the  operation  of  the  Deceased  Per- 
sons' Estates  Duties  Acts  of  1884  and  1885 
have  been  sufiicient  to  justify  such  a  measure 
as  this  to  amend  them.  If  there  heis  been 
anything  like  a  uniform  attempt  to  defraud 
the  revenue,  or  any  substantial  difficulty  in 
collecting  the  revenue,  which  would  justify  the 
measure,  I  would  not  offer  any  opposition ; 
but  I  think  we  are  in  the  habit  of  introducing 
Bills  into  this  Legislature  with  the  object  of 
extracting  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  every 
shilling  that  can  be  extracted,  and  at  the  cost 
of  imputing  unworthy  motives  to  the  people. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  tone  of  society  in  the 
colony  is  elevated  by  this  kind  of  procedure.  I 
am  exceedingly  unwilling  to  be  obstructive ; 
but  in  my  profession  I  am  constantly  brought 
into  contact  with  the  difficulties  that  arise  in 
relation  to  these  duties,  and  I  do  think  that 
we  should  take  time  to  consider  the  question. 

Debate  adjourned. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That  the 
order  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Public 
Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill  be  discharged,  and  be 
made  an  order  of  the  day  for  the  following 
day,  in  order  to  give  time  to  honourable  mem- 
hcm  to  consider  the  measure. 
Mon,  Mr.  Buckley 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  woold  lib  ts 
suggest  another  course.  The  Bill  was  sq  o- 
trcmoly  important  one,  and  it  apoeared  to  Ida 
that  it  deserved  to  be  considered  by  a  Seket 
Committee,  who  would  go  into  it  csrefollT  aai 
report  the  results  of  their  inquiries  to  tb 
Council.  At  that  late  period  of  the  sessas 
they  had  no  time  to  lose  if  they  proposed  tft 
deal  with  any  Bill  of  this  character,  and  in 
thought  the  course  he  suggested  woold  be  tb 
best  one  to  adopt.  In  the  meantime  tibe^ 
could  agree  to  the  second  readixig  of  this  Bil 
formally,  and  take  the  discussion  when  tin 
Bill  was  reported  upon  by  the  Committer 
The  Bill  was  one  he  had  looked  at  caiefalh, 
and  he  thought  it  had  good  points,  as  v^l  ai 
some  points  which  he  would  like  to  see  altered. 
It  was  a  Bill  which  would  excite  a  great  detl 
of  discussion,  and  ought  to  be  submiued  to  tbi 
ordeal  of  consideration  by  a  Select  Gommitta. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Colonial  SeczetiiT 
would  reconsider  the  motion  he  had  mads, 
and,  if  his  suggestion  met  with  the  haaast' 
able  gentleman's  approbation,  that  he  woeli 
adopt  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  he  woaldbe 
happy  to  withdraw  his  motion  in  order  ti 
enable  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ueom 
to  be  carried  out.  He  therefore  morod  tk 
second  reading  |7ro /orma,  on  theunderstudbsg 
that  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  wished  to  poial 
out  that  if  they  assented  to  the  second  raid- 
ing now  they  would  be  assenting  also  to  tha 
principles  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  did  m* 
tliink  that  would  be  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  the  ooui* 
suggested  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  was  s  vay 
good  one.  There  were  some  excellent  pw^- 
sions  in  the  Bill ;  but  there  were  others  vhicb 
required  looking  into.  He  did  not  think  tto 
Council  would  be  committing  itself  to  tb« 
principles  of  the  Bill  if  it  followed  the  eeoz* 
which  had  been  suggested. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  it  wa«ab»j 
lutely  necessary  that  the  Bill  should  be  refenw 
to  a  Committee,  to  be  fully  considered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  wished  to  point  o"* 
that  there  were  very  large  interests  •fi^^^ 
this  measure,  euid  it  was  being  looked  to «» 
great  interest.  The  Bill  was  of  conadenw 
importance,  and  he  hoped  the  Conncil  wooM 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  timef* 
forma y  on  the  understanding  that  had  beea 
indicated. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  asked  if  theH* 
Mr.  Menzies  was  pre]>ared  to  nominate  Bt 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  hewas. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  objected  to  W 
nomination  of  a  Committee  without  notice- 
He  was  not  desirous  of  obstructing  tfaebos^ 
of  the  Council — he  was  desirous  to  facilitate  it 
Why  should  the  Council  relegate  its  foncti^ 
to  a  Committee  ?  Not  a  word  had  been  towJ 
safed  as  to  the  cause  or  need  of  sacha^ 
as  this. 
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Motion,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  dis- 
baiged  from  the  Order  Paper,  and  be  made 
Q  Older  of  the  day  for  the  following  day, 
peed  to. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 
Adjoomed  debate  on  the  question,  That  the 
mendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
mtatives  in  the  Harbours  Bill  be  agreed  to. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  would  like  to 
ik  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
le  Bill  what  is  understood  by  the  words 
treble  costs  *'  mentioned  in  one  of  the  clauses 
r  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.—I  really  can- 
9t  explain  what  "treble  costs"  are,  beyond 
lis :  that  I  am  informed  that  any  one  bring- 
Ig  an  action  against  a  Harbour  Board,  if  he 
ises  it,  has  to  pay  treble  costs.  As  a  lawyer, 
le  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  able  to 
Dswer  that  question  himself. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  am  not  in  charge 
!  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  not  to  be 
Kpccted  that  I  can  explain  what  treble  costs 
re.  It  is  a  legal  term,  and  I  do  not  know 
hat  it  means,  further  than  what  I  have  said, 
do  not  intend  to  answer  the  question.  I  am 
ot  paid  six-and-eightpence  to  answer  it. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  — If  my 
ODourable  friend  presses  a  clause  upon  us, 
think  ho  ought  to  be  able  to  tell  us  what 
be  clause  means.  However,  I  am  happy  to  be 
Ue  on  this  occasion  to  help  the  honourable 
CDtlcman  out  of  his  difficulty.  In  some  in- 
(uic^,  it  is  supposed  to  mean  that  you  pay 
be  original  costs  as  they  are  taxed,  then  you 
ooble  that,  and  then  add  a  third  amount 
fnal  to  tho  taxed  costs.  But  that  system  was 
boHshed  in  England  some  forty  years  ago,  and 
ow  it  got  into  this  Harbours  Act  I  do  not 
now.  It  will  be  found  also,  in  other  cases, 
bat  you  pay  the  original  costs,  and  then  add 
Be-half  of  the  original  costs,  and  then  one- 
•U  of  that,  making  in  the  whole  one  and 
biec-quartcrs.  The  Harbour  Board  get  the 
BBts,  and  on  the  other  party  failing  to  sub- 
^tiato  his  case  he  has  to  pay  treble  costs. 
i  seems  to  me  a  bad  principle ;  and  this 
oetrine  of  treble  costs  has  been  abolished  long 
go.  I  think  the  clause  is  quite  right  as  it 
^ds  in  the  amended  Bill,  and  should  be 
Dowed  to  remain  so. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  BONAR.— I  trust  that  the 
onourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
ill  give  us  some  reasonable  explanation  of 
be  alterations  which  he  asks  us  to  agree  to. 
t  the  present  time  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
SKe  to  the  amendments  in  certain  clauses, 
^e  clause  16,  for  instance.  Here  we  have 
tt  express  provision  that  the  Harbour  Board 
ig-boat  may  ply  as  a  ferry-boat;  and  I  could 
yt  consent  to  such  a  provision  as  that.  I 
Wected  attention  yesterday  also  to  clause  23, 
nich  raises  the  maximum  charges  from  6d. 
«  ton,  as  provided  in  the  Harbours  Act  of 
»8,  to  28.  per  ton.  I  trust  the  Council  will 
Jt  agree  to  this.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
Bfttever  for  increasing  the  port -charges  to 


2s.  per  ton.  I  also  object  to  the  insertion  of 
the  words  **  including  goods  consigned  to  the 
Colonial  Government,"  which  will  take  away 
from  the  Harbour  Boards  a  portion  of  their 
revenue.  The  demands  made  on  Harbour 
Boards  are  very  great  indeed,  and  why  Govern- 
ment goods  should  be  exempted  from  all  charge 
whatever  I  cannot  understand.  We  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  amount  of  rails  and  trucks 
and  locomotives  which  are  imported  by  the 
Government  is  very  trying  to  the  wharves,  and 
these  should  not  be  aJlowed  to  escape  paying 
the  usual  charges. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  am  also  one  of 
those  who  think  that  the  amendments,  on  the 
whole,  should  not  be  agreed  to.  Yesterday  I 
called  attention  to  the  new  clauses  which  have 
been  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  Bill.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stated  at  the  outset  as 
one  reason  for  the  passing  of  this  Bill  that  it 
would  enable  £1,500  to  become  colonial  revenue. 
I  think  the  Bill  requires  to  be  carefully  con- 
sidered before  we  go  further  in  the  direction 
proposed  by  this  Bill — that  is,  to  hand  over  tho 
amount  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  baths  at 
Moeraki.  At  present  no  case  whatever  has 
been  made  out  for  this.  While  saying  that, 
however,  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  understood  to 
mean  that  I  had  any  desire  that  the  money 
should  be  made  colonial  revenue.  I  should  like 
to  see  it  returned  to  the  district,  but  in  a  way 
approved  by  honourable  members. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  do  not 
know  whether  I  shall  be  in  order  in  making  a 
suggestion.  It  is  this :  No  doubt  some  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives will  be  agreed  to,  and  others  will  not ; 
therefore  I  should  like  to  move  that  the  Council 
go  into  Committee,  so  as  to  consider  them 
seriatim.  That  would  be  the  most  conveniont 
course  to  adopt,  I  think,  in  the  present  in- 
stance. I  move,  That  the  Council  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  order  that  it  may  con- 
sider the  amendments  seriatim. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.—I  am  quite 
willing  that  the  Council  should  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  Bill ;  but  I  think 
it  is  rather  ungracious  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 
to  ask  me  to  explain  a  legal  term.  I  said,  at 
the  time  the  matter  was  before  the  Council,  if 
I  mistake  not,  that  it  meant  throe  times  the 
amount  of  the  costs :  and  since  then  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whi  taker  has  explained  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words ;  but  he  states  that  the  money 
goes,  not  to  the  lawyer,  but  to  the  Harbour 
Board.  I  can  only  say  that  in  parts  of  the 
country  with  which  I  am  acquainted  it  goes 
into  the  pockets  of  tho  lawyers. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— It  may 
by  arrangement  between  the  Board  and  their 
lawyer. 

Motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
agreed  to. 

O  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  23. — Maximum  rate  of  port-charges. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moved.  That  tho 
words  '*  two  shillings  "  be  omitted,  with  a  view 
of  inserting  "  one  shilling."  m 

The   Committee   divided   on 
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"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ate8,  7. 
Bathgate  Reynolds  Swanson 

Buckley  Shrimaki  Wilson. 

Johnston,  J. 

Noes,  20. 
Acland  Johnson,  O.  R.  Pollen 

Bamiooat  Lahmann  Shephaid 

Bonar  ilantell  Stevens 

Campbell  ^lenzies  Whitaker 

Dignan  Miller  Williams 

Fraser  Peacock  Williamson. 

Holmes  Peter 

Majority  against,  18. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  24.— Goods  consigned  to  Qoveniment 
exempt  from  dues. 

The    Committee  divided    on    the    qnestion, 
'*  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  12. 

Acland 

Fraser 

Shephard 

Bamicoat 

Shrimski 

Bathffate 
Buckley 

Peter 

Walker 

Reynolds 

Williams. 

Noes,  18. 

Bonar 

Mantell 

Stevens 

Brett 

Martin 

Swanson 

Campbell 

Menzies 

Whitaker 

Dignan 

Miller 

Wigley 

Holmes 

Peacock 

Johnson,  O.  R.  Pollen  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  3rd  August,  1886. 

First  Headings  —  Third  Reading  —  Library  —  West 
Coast  Steam  Service— Honorary  Volunteer  Corps 
—Bonuses— Nanier  Excurnion  Trains- Sydenham 
JuHtices  of  the  roaco— Canterbury  Village  Settle- 
monts- Kaikorai  Siding— Springston  Telephone 
— (tovernment  Lal>ourors— Payment  of  Witnesses 
—Parliamentary  Portrait-gallerv— Nelson  Creek 
Courthouse— Grain  and  Minerals  Kailway  Tariff 
—Midland  Kailway  — Kensington  Siding  — Wire 
Not  ting  — District  Railways  Purehaslug  — Mem- 
bers' Travelling  Expenses  — Public  Works  Ex- 
penditure—Waipahi-Heriot  and  Lawrence  Rail- 
ways—Auckland '*  Uueniployod"— Fisheries  Con- 
servation Bill— North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way Loan  Application  Bill— Beer  Duty  BiU. 

^Ir.  Sfeaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o*olock. 

P&AYXBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  Go- 
yenunent  Life  Insurance  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  BiU. 


LIBRARY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  1 
Council  a^ang  the  concurrence  of  the  ] 
in  the  report  of  the  Joint  Library  C 
as  follows : — 

*'  The  Joint  Library  Committee  hsn 
honour  to  report  that  they  have  puaed 
following  rules  and  regulations  for  adma 
to  the  General  Assembly  library  dozing 
recess,  which  they  reoommend  for  adopttoft 

**  1.  That  the  list  of  persons  admitted  ts 
full  privileges  of  the  General  Assemblv  V 
during  the  recci^s  be  the  same  as  for  last 

**  2.  That  visitors  may,  on  application  to 
Chairman,  bo  admitted  to  the  (kneral ' 
library  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

"  3.  That  literary  workers  or  stadecto  of  a 
special  subject  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Chairman,  be  permitted  to  take  oq(  spedsod 
works  on  that  subject." 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  be  agittd 
to, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  thou^  tl» 
benefits  of  the  library  could  be  more  extodfd 
by  members  in  different  parts  of  the  oo^sj 
being  allowed  to  have  the  use  of  the  boolB 
during  the  recess ;  and  he  would  more,  as  la 
amendment,  That  it  be  a  recommend&tiim  6> 
the  Joint  Library  Committee  that  it  is  expe> 
dient  regulations  should  be  framed  for  the 
lending  of  books  during  the  recess  to  membes 
residing  outside  of  Wellington. 

Major  ATKINSON  sympathised  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  He 
knew  the  objections  as  to  the  chance  of  losiai 
books  if  they  wore  sent  out ;  but  it  ww  la? 
desirable  that  the  books  should  be  made  asse 
use  of  by  the  present  generation.  The  hljaiy 
was  not  nearly  so  useful  to  member  ai  t^ 
might  be,  and  he  thought  that  then  ym^ 
difficulty  that  could  not  be  overcome  u  to 
sending  out  books  during  the  recess— booki  ^ 
all  descriptions  except  those  retained  in  ^ 
reference  library,  which  should  be  a  liffliw, 
number.  It  wa^  quite  possible  that  a  bv 
books  might  be  lost;  but  that  should  be aloc^ 
impossible  if  a  proper  check  were  kept:  ' 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  recovering  the 
or  their  value.  It  would  be  far  better  to  lotfj 
few  books  if  tlicy  were  disseminated 
out  the  country  than  that  they  should  beb 
the  shelves  here  and  only  looked  at,  for  d 
the  session  members  had  very  little  time 
read  the  books.  He  should  Uke  to  knov 
opinion  of  the  Govemmont  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  there  wonld  be  _ 
more  risk  in   lending  books  out  to  menb 
during  the  recess  than  there  was  durioj; 
session.    The  books  could  be  sent  in  boxes 
the  expense  of  members,  and  each  meO" 
would  be  responsible  for  the  books  taken. 

Mr.  BEETHAIM  thought  the  residents^ 
Wellington  should  have  greater  facilities 
using  the  books  in  the  recess,  subject  to 
regulations.  ^lany  people  applied  for  the 
of  the  books,  and  it  seemed  to  him  a  dogi 
the-manger  policy  to  refuse  the  use  of  thefl^ 
responsible  persons,  with  whom  they  wouJdl 
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kfe.     He  -woald  like  the  Gommititee  to  consider 

118  point. 

Mr.  SUTTER  thought  the  whole  country 
lould  be  put  on  the  same  footing,  and  not 
tat  Wellington  should  get  a  special  benefit 
om  which  other  parts  of  the  colony  were 
Gcluded.  He  should  move,  if  it  were  done  at 
i,  that  it  be  made  general. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  did  not  wish  it  to  go 
irth  that  every  member  of  the  House  was  in 
bvour  of  the  course  proposed.  If  the  books 
I  what  should  be  the  national  library  were  to 
s  Bent  all  over  the  country  they  might  as  well 
itn  it  into  a  subscription  library  at  once, 
lieyhad  already  lost  a  considerable  number  of 
ftluable  books,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
lembers  did  not  get  leave  to  take  those  books 
ome.  If  they  were  sent  all  over  the  country 
O  doubt  in  a  very  short  time  half  the  library 
fould  disappear— that  was,  of  the  books  worth 
»eping.  Novels  and  books  of  that  class  might 
ome  back ;  but  many  works  which  could  not 
le  replaced  at  all  or  only  at  a  greab  cost  would 
« lo6t.  The  idea  of  keeping  a  reference  library 
eparate  from  the  general  library  was  imprac- 
&c&ble,  and  could  not  be  carried  out.  It 
iw  desirable  that  the  country  should  have 
k  library  of  reaUy  good  books,  and  he  did  not 
Ke  how  it  was  to  be  kept  up  if  books  were  to 
be  sent  all  over  the  colony,  and  put  to  the  risk 
a  being  lost  or  damaged. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  entirely  disagreed  with  the 
pemarks  of  tho  last  speaker,  and  thought  that 
if  books  had  been  lost  or  injured  it  was  owing 
k>  the  bad  system  on  which  the  books  had  been 
looked  after.  If  a  good  system  were  adopted 
books  would  travel  any  distance  without  being 
fest  or  injured. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  it  was  a  great  mis- 
take to  assume  that  the  library  consisted  of 
books  which,  if  once  damaged,  were  irreplace- 
able ;  for  the  fact  was  that  the  great  majority 
of  them  could  be  bought  in  any  shop  at  any 
time  they  were  wanted.  No  doubt  there  were 
some  few  books  which  could  not  be  replaced, 
•nd  so  far  as  those  were  concerned  special  care 
might  bo  taken.  If  it  was  desired  that  books 
•bould  be  sent  out  ho  thought  it  would  be  quite 
«a8y  to  make  regulations  which  would  meet 
*ll  difficulties.  The  experience  of  the  last  two 
years  showed  that  the  books  were  well  looked 
titer,  and  that  members  and  others  who  were 
allowed  to  take  out  books  really  took  very  good 
«areofthem.  There  might  be  occasional  in- 
stances in  which  books  were  badly  treated  ;  but 
tibey  were  very  rare :  and  he  behoved  that  the 
KM  of  books  had  been  occasioned  by  the  lax 
way  in  which  they  had  been  looked  after  in  by- 
fone  years.  If  books  were  to  be  sent  out  mem- 
Deis  should  pay  the  expense  of  packing  and 
lotwording,  and  also  a  small  sum  to  cover  ad- 
oitional  expense  entailed  on  the  library,  if  such 
were  necessary. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  hoped  that,  if  the  resolution 
were  adopted,  the  Joint  Library  Committee 
jowd  at  leajst  provide  by  regulation  that  the 
tjooki  should  not  be  kept  beyond  a  limited  time. 
Jor  his  ofwn  port,  he  uiought  it  was  very  un- 
«fittrable  that  the  privilege  should  be  extended. 


The  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  had 
suggested  that  it  should  be  extended  also  to 
persons,  not  members,  who  happened  to  live  in 
We-'ington.  But,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Gladstone  said,  if  residents  in  Wellington 
were  to  have  the  books,  why  not  people  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony? — and,  if  that  were 
done,  it  would  come  to  this :  that,  though  the 
library  nominally  contained  thirty  thousand 
volumes,  half  of  them  would  be  scattered  over 
the  country,  and  there  would  be  an  immense 
amount  of  what  he  might  call  "  book-keeping  " 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Librarian  in  order 
that  he  might  have  full  information  as  to  where 
the  books  were.  If  the  amendment  were  car- 
ried—as he  was  afraid  it  would  be — he  hoped 
that  the  Committee  would  see  that  the  books 
were  kept  for  only  limited  times,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  fine  for  detention  of  them 
beyond  the  allotted  period.  Otherwise  it  might 
happen  that  people  would  come  a  long  distance 
to  see  a  particular  book,  and  then  find  that  it 
was  at  Auckland  or  Dunedin,  or  some  other 
place. 

Mr.FITZHERBERT  said  that,  as  a  member 
of  the  Recess  Committee,  he  had  always  advo- 
cated that  residents  of  Wellington  should  be 
allowed  access  to  the  library  to  read  works 
which  ).hey  desired  to  read  as  a  matter  of  refer- 
ence; but,  of  course,  he  objected  to  residents 
of  Wellington  taking  books  out  of  the  library. 
He  did  not  see  any  objection  to  members  of 
Parliament  being  allowed  to  have  books  sent  to 
them  during  the  recess.  The  evils  which  had 
been  complained  of  in  the  past  had  arisen  from 
the  neglect  of  the  Librarian.  It  sometimes 
happened— as  he  knew  in  his  own  case— that 
books  taken  out  were  mislaid,  but  would  have 
been  at  once  searched  for  and  returned  if  the 
Librarian  had  sent  a  note  of  reminder  or  had 
called.  Ho  thought,  therefore,  that  the  objec- 
tions of  the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
wore  really  no  objections  at  all,  and  that  any 
difficulties  might  be  got  over  by  regulations 
which  might  be  made  by  the  Committee.  He 
should  therefore  support  the  proposal  that 
members  be  allowed  to  take  out  books,  and 
would  also  suggest  that  certain  residents  of 
Wellington,  to  be  approved  by  the  Commit- 
tee, should  be  allowed  to  see  the  books.  He 
had  often  been  asked  by  members  of  his  own 
profession  if  they  could  not  get  a  sight  of  a  book 
which  could  not  be  seen  in  Wellington  except 
at  this  library ;  but  he  had  been  obliged  to  tell 
them  that  they  could  not  be  permitted  to  visit 
the  library. 

Mr.  LAKE  did  not  see  why  residents  of  Wel- 
lington should  be  permitted  to  take  out  books 
..iiy  more  than  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
colon}-,  and  he  did  not  quite  see  where  the  line 
was  to  be  drawn.  If  people  resident  in  Wel- 
lington might  take  out  books,  why  not  those  at 
Kaiwara  or  Pitone  ?  He  approved  of  members 
being  allowed  to  have  books  sent  to  them  during 
the  recess,  for  that  was  really  the  only  part  of 
the  year  when  they  had  time  to  read  books  that 
required  to  be  read  thoughtfully.  He  did  not 
thmk  that  there  was  any  danger  of  books  being 
lost.    As  regarded  any  books  of  special  value. 
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the  Librarian  might  be  allowed  to  exercise  a 
diflcrction  as  to  sending  them  out  or  not ;  bat 
the  majority  of  the  books  were  such  that  new 
oopie^  might  be  easily  obtained,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  sent  out. 

Mr.  HATCH  objected  to  the  remarks  o!  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt.  This  library 
was  simply  a  Legislative  library,  to  be  devoted 
to  the  use  of  members  who  desired  to  look  up 
subjects  that  came  before  that  House  year 
after  year.  If  it  were  to  be  made  an  absolutely 
free  library  for  Wellington,  then  the  best  thing 
to  do  was  to  at  once  remove  it  away  from  the 
Parliament  Buildings,  so  that  the  public  and 
visitors  could  make  use  of  it  whenever  they 
pleased.  But,  if  a  free  library  was  to  be  given 
to  Wellington,  he  did  not  see  why  other  parts  of 
the  colony  should  not  have  a  free  library  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony  as  well  as  Wellington. 

Sir.  MENTEATH  said  that  if  it  were  in- 
tended  to  make  the  library  a  circulating  one 
it  would  be  necessary  to  entirely  change  its 
character  and  constitution.  At  present  it  was 
simply  a  reference  library,  and  it  was  usual  to 
obtain  but  one  copy  of  a  work  ;  but,  if  it  were 
intended  to  circulate  the  books,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  remodel  the  library,  and  to  obtain 
twelve  or  foui  teen  copies  of  works,  as  was  the 
custom  with  Mudic's  and  other  circulating 
libraries. 

Mr.  MOSS  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  re- 
commendations of  the  report  was  that  the  list 
of  persons  to  be  admitted  to  the  full  privileges 
of  ^e  library  should  be  the  same  as  that  of  last 
year ;  but  the  House  had  no  information  as  to 
whom  that  list  comprised,  and  it  might  be  that 
honourable  members  would  be  able  to  add 
advantageously  to  the  list.  He  suggested  that, 
when  the  Committee  brought  up  the  report 
again,  they  should  attach  to  it  a  list  of  the 
persons  who  were  admitted  to  the  full  privileges 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  was  understood  to  say 
that  if  proper  regulations  were  made  books 
would  be  returned  speedily,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  need  to  change  the  character  of  the 
library.    It  would  still  be  a  reference  library. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  report  ordered  to 
be  referred  back  to  tlie  Committee. 

WEST  COAST  STEAM  SERVICE. 
Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  If,  with  a  view  to  enabling  miners  to 
try  their  luck  on  the  west  coast  of  Otago, 
which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  contains 
mineral  deposits  uf  immense  extent  and  value, 
and  also  with  a  view  of  encouraging  settlement 
in  a  part  of  the  colony  which  may  be  said  as 
yet  to  be  a  terra  iticognita,  the  Government 
will  take  steps  to  establish  regular  monthly 
steam  communication  along  the  said  coast? 
Ten  years  ago  the  Provincial  Government  of 
Otago  initiated  a  monthly  steam  service  along 
tiie  West  Coast.  Unfortunately,  one  of  the 
benefits  of  Abolition  was  that  this  service  was 
allowed  to  drop.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  the 
chances  were  &at  they  would  now  have  had 
mining  and  fishing  industries  to  a  large  extent 
carried  on  on  the  west  coast  of  Otago,  teeming 


as  that  coast  was  with  wealth,  not  only  oa  the 
land  but  in  the  sea.  He  believed  a  very  small 
consideration,  probably  about  a  tenth  of  tk 
subsidy  that  was  formerly  paid— which,  be  ^ 
lieved,  was  £4,000  a  year— would  be  snificiaii 
now.  Seeing  the  number  of  steamezs  trsdiBg 
between  Westport  and  Greymouth  aod  th» 
East  Coast  ports  of  Otago  and  Canterbmy,  bi 
thought  that  probably  for  £300  or  £400  a  yeir 
one  of  those  vessels  might  be  got  to  go  thzoo^ 
Foveaux  Straits  instead  of  going  Uiroo^  Cook 
Strait — once  a  month  at  any  rate.  There  ws& 
a  monthly  service  to  Jackson's  Bay,  and  he  did 
not  know  why  it  should  not  be  extendei  It 
might  possibly  be  extended  as  far  as  Daib 
Sound  or  Preservation  Inlet,  if  occsaoa  re- 
quired. He  hoped  that  the  Govemmeiit  voold 
seriously  consider  this  matter.  For  a  long  time 
he  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  GoTemmeiit 
should  have  a  mineralogical  survey  of  this 
West  Coast ;  but  he  was  now  inclined  to  ooo- 
sider,  on  further  reflection,  that  the  zooil 
effective  way  of  discovering  whatever  minezak 
were  there  would  be  by  establishing  a  rego- 
lar  monthly  steam  service,  by  which  facilitis 
would  be  given  to  the  energetic  and  adventmoos^ 
class  who  were  now  flocking  to  Kimberley  to 
explore  that  coast.  One  might  depend  oa  it 
that  there  was  untold  wealth  there ;  membes 
had  no  conception  of  the  mineral  wealth  that 
existed  on  that  coast,  which  had  not  been  pot 
there  by  Providence  for  nothing.  If  such  » 
service  were  established  they  would  not  eee 
their  enterprising  and  energetic  fellow-coloni^ 
going  away  by  hundreds,  for  they  would  ha?fr 
an  ample  field  on  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  LARNACH  had  long  thought  it  very 
desirable  for  the  Goveriunent  to  establish  t 
monthly  service  in  the  direction  soggested. 
The  obstacle  in  the  way  hitherto  had  been  the 
great  cost  of  getting  steamers  to  perform  the 
work  ;  but,  if  such  a  service  could  be  establi^ 
at  anything  like  the  cost  suggested  by  the 
honourable  gentleman — four  or  five  hundred 
pounds  per  annum — the  Government  wold 
take  the  matter  into  consideration  dazing  the 
recess  with  a  view  to  carrying  it  oat. 

HONORARY  VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 
Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Defence 
Minister,  If  the  Government  will  placeasis& 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  sufficient  ts 
provide  a  small  capitation  allowance  to  hono- 
rary Volunteer  corp  ?  He  wished  simply  » 
state  that  during  the  war-scare  a  large  nom- 
her  of  Volunteers  had  offered  their  seniees  iP 
the  Government,  and  the  services  of  several  o^ 
those  corps  had  been  accepted.  The  conduct 
of  the  men  in  thus  proffering  their  services  vis 
very  patriotic,  and,  to  his  knowledge,  se«nl 
of  Uiese  honorary  companies  had  been  attached 
to  and  formed  part  of  the  administratis 
battalions  at  Auckland,  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  that  the  members  of  these 
honorary  companies  were  quite  equal  to  tiie 
members  of  other  corps  as  to  efficiency  and 
physique,  and,  further,  they  had  at  a  veiyooj 
sideraole  expense  found  uniforms,  Ac.,  aad 
unless  some  encouragement  were  given  to  thai 
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be  feared  their  services  would  bo  lost.  No  doubt 
there  were  other  honorary  companioB  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  colony  in  a  similar  position,  and 
he  would  ask  the  Minister  of  Defence  whether 
he  could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  put  a  small 
Bum  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  give 
some  encouragement  to  these  men.  He  might 
My  that  the  fact  of  these  men  having  given 
their  services  at  the  time  they  did  probably 
nved  the  Government  going  to  the  expense 
of  colling  out  the  Militia. 

Mr.  BALiLAKGE  said  it  was  true  some  of 
these  honorary  corps  were  very  efficient,  but  he 
would  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
if  they  received  the  capitation  allowance  they 
would  cease  to  be  honorary  corps.  In  some 
cases,  where  it  had  been  necessary  to  complete 
the  battalion,  the  department  had  accepted 
the  service  of  honorary  corps  as  country  corps, 
and  it  was  prepared  to  do  that  in  other  cases, 
but  not  to  put  down  a  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  for  these  corps.  He  might  say  that 
applications  were  continually  coming  in  from 
various  parts  of  the  colony  to  accept  the 
semces  of  honorary  corps,  and,  if  capitation 
were  given,  of  course  that  would  limit  the 
number  of  acceptances  that  could  take  place, 
because  whenever  the  services  of  a  corps  were 
offered  the  question  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence  would  have  to  be  considered ;  whereas 
tiic  rule  now  was,  when  an  honorary  corps 
offered  their  services,  to  accepfc  them.  He 
therefore  thought  it  was  not  expedient  to  put  a 
sum  on  the  estimates  as  a  capitation  grant ; 
but  where  it  was  necessary  to  complete  or 
strengthen  battalions,  or  where  special  cir- 
cumstances might  require  them,  honorary  corps 
would  be  placed  amongst  ^he  garrison  corps  as 
country  corps. 

BONUSES. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  extend  the  time  within  which  no- 
tices of  claims  to  bonuses  on  colonial  industries 
may  be  lodged,  in  accordance  with  conditions 
notified  in  the  Gazette^  dated  the  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1884? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  question  was  one 
which  required  very  careful  consideration  of 
each  item,  and  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  give  it  that  consideration  dur- 
ing the  session.  The  Government  would  look 
into  it  after  the  session,  suid  deal  with  it  as 
they  considered  most  desirable.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  great  importance  of  the  matter, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  would  recognize 
how  very  short  was  the  time  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  during  the  session. 

NAPIER  EXCURSION  TRAINS. 
Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  in  the  case  of  excursion  trains 
on  the  Napier  Railway,  he  will  direct  that  in 
future  first-  and  second-class  tickets  be  issued  ? 
He  understood  there  was  no  difficulty  in  other 
places  in  having  first-  and  second-class  fares 
issued  at  excursions.  The  consequence  of  issu- 
ing only  one  class  of  fares  at  excursions  was 
that  those  who  took  their  families  were  put  to 


very  great  inconvenience  and  discomfort  be- 
cause of  the  rush  which  took  place. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  a  bet- 
ter supply  of  rolling-stock  now  on  the  line  than 
there  had  been  for  some  time,  and  instructions 
had  been  given  to  have  this  done. 

SYDENHAM  JUSTICES  OP  THE  PEACE. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  the  Government  will  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  enable  Justices  of  the  Peace  to 
sit  periodically  within  the  Borough  of  Syden- 
ham, and  to  deal  with  cases  within  their  juris- 
diction tJiere  ?  At  the  present  time  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Borough  of  Sydenham  had  to  go 
a  considerable  distance  to  obtain  justice,  and, 
seeing  the  great  loss  of  time  and  the  great 
inconvenience  this  occasioned,  he  had  given 
notice  of  this  question.  The  Borough  Council 
of  Sydenham  had  offered  the  Government,  free 
of  cost,  the  use  of  the  Council  Chambers,  and 
he  thought  the  local  Justices  of  the  Peace  might 
well  be  utilized  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
his  question.  Seeing  the  very  small  cost  that 
would  be  entailed,  and  what  a  great  conveni- 
ence would  be  afforded  to  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
sand people,  he  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  give  him  on  answer  in  the  affirmative,, 
or,  at  any  rate,  favourably  consider  the  request. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  same  question 
had  been  brought  before  him  some  six  months 
ago  by  the  Borough  of  Sydenham,  and,  after 
making  inquiry,  he  then  came  to  the  con- 
clusion of  which  they  were  informed — that  he 
did  not  see  his  way  to  comply  with  theii 
request.  Sydenham  was  within  only  two  milea 
of  Christchurch,  and  he  did  not  know  that  any 
greater  inconvenience  was  suffered  by  the  resi- 
dents of  that  suburb  than  by  those  of  other 
suburbs  about  Christchurch.  He  did  not  know 
whether  any  new  circumstances  had  arisen 
since  tha1i  reply  which  would  warrant  any 
change,  but  he  would  moke  inquiries  after  the 
session. 

CANTERBURY  VILLAGE   SETTLE- 

MENTS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government,  in  the  interests  of 
the  labouring-classes  of  the  colony,  are  taking 
any  steps  to  establish  special  village  settle- 
ments within  the  Provincial  District  of  Canter- 
bury? His  reason  for  asking  this  question  was, 
simply,  that  he  found,  from  a  statement  fur- 
nished by  the  Land  Department,  that  a  very 
large  number  of  the  labouring  -  classes  were 
taking  advantage  of  these  village  settlements 
where  they  had  been  created ;  and  he  thought 
that  if  this  system  were  introduced  into  the 
Provincial  District  of  Canterbury  it  would  tend, 
at  any  rate,  to  relieve  the  population  of  the 
towns.  The  village-settlement  scheme  was  no 
new  scheme.  He  remembered  when,  some 
years  ago,  pensioners'  settlements  were  esta- 
blished. The  men  simply  had  one  acre  and  a 
cottage,  and  the  great  bulk  of  them  had  only 
Is.  or  Is.  3d.  a  day  to  supplement  what  they 
made  out  of  their  land.  It  was  well  known  to 
many  honourable  members  in  the  House  that 
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great  Dumbern  of  these  men  h&d  made  a  good 
living,  and  had  saved  money,  and  provided  for 
their  familit-s  in  a  decent  and  respectable 
manner.  Of  course  the  land  was  good,  espe- 
cially about  Onehunga  and  one  or  two  other 
ficttloments.  Wherever  the  land  was  good 
there  could  be  no  question  that  these  special 
settlements  mu<;t  bo  a  succesn. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  cKtablihltmcnt  of 
village  settlements  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony  was  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment. With  regard  to  their  introduction 
in  Canterbury,  he  had  set  aside  largo  areas  of 
land  under  the  villago-.scttlcment  syBtem,  At 
the  present  moment  there  were  sixty-eight 
aectious,  comprising  1,627  acres,  open,  on  the 
perpetual-leat^mg  system,  on  the  lines  of  rail- 
way, near  Chortsey,  Ashburton,  and  Oxford ; 
and  twenty-four  additional  sections,  comprising 
766  acres,  were  in  course  of  being  proclaimed 
at  Arundel,  Glenavy,  and  Waitoki — making  a 
total  of  ninety-two  sections,  comprising  2,283 
acres.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  were 
414  sections  oi)ened  throughout  the  provincial 
district  on  the  ordinary  small-farm  and  village 
conditions.  These  sections  were  enumerated 
at  pages  69  to  62  of  the  Land  Guide ^  No. 
7.  An  officer  of  the  department  was  now 
engaged  in  bringing  the  advantages  of  the 
perpetual-leasing  system  before  the  settlers  of 
Canterbury ;  and  very  enthusiastic  meetings 
had  lately  been  held  at  Asliburton,  at  which  a 
number  of  persons  expressed  their  readiness  to 
take  up  sections.  Ho  differed  from  the  honour 
able  g(  ntleman  when  ho  said  that  one  acre 
was  sulV.cient. 

Mr.  TAYhOR  said  he  only  referred  to  the 
conditions  of  the  pensioners'  settlements.  They 
only  had  one  acre. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Government 
thought  that  five  acres  were  necessar}',  and 
even  up  to  twenty  acres  or  more. 

KAIKORAI  SIDIKG. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  are  now  prepared  to  comply  with 
the  request  for  a  public  railway  siding  at  Kai- 
korai  Valley  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  inquiries 
were  mode  in  regard  to  the  question  of  this 
siding  lost  year,  and,  after  considerablo  expense 
had  been  gone  to  in  the  way  of  surveys  and 
estimates,  he  was  informed  that  those  who  were 
anxious  for  the  siding  were  about  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  holders  of  sidings  in  the 
vicinity,  and  that  therefore  the  public  siding 
was  not  required.  Since  then  nothing  had 
been  done  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BARRON  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  siding  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

SPRING  STON  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Commissioner 
of  Telegraphs,  Whether  ho  will  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  a  telephone  station  at  Spring- 
ston,  on  the  Southbridge  line?  This  town  had 
enjoyed  a  railway  and  telegraph  station  for 
about  fifteen  years  past.  During  the  last  few 
Mr,  Taylor 


months  these  stations  had  been  ckned,  mI  ' 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  were  now  fizta 
ally  in  the  same  position  in  which  thej  wsi  ; 
before  the  railway  was  made,  as  reg&ided  t^  I 
graphic  conununication.    He  thot^t  thait  it  ' 
was  due  to  the  people  there  to  be  provided  tt 
least  with  a  telephone  station.    The  towo  vit 
within  a  short  dititance  of  the  main  line  of  nfl- 
way,  and  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  tds- 
graph  station.    The  cost  of  the  woxk  wosld  U 
trilling. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  could  not  give  an  answer  Id 
this  question  without  receiving  a  reply  froa 
the  Inspector,  to  whom  he  referred  th«  mstta 
as  soon  as  he  noticed  the  question  on  the  Older 
Paper.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  the  hooosr- 
able  gentleman  an  answer  in  a  few  dsjs. 

GOVERNMENT  LABOURERS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for  Fob- 
lie  Works,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Goran, 
ment  have  issued  a  circular  to  their  ofkcB 
directing  them  to  give  only  6s.  per  day  to  i8 
labourers  employed  by  the  Government,  sod,  i 
so,  will  he  state  why  this  circular  was  eenl? 
This  question  was,  he  thought,  of  great  impoit' 
ance,  not  only  to  the  Government,  bat  tD  tte 
colony.  If  the  statements  in  his  question  ves 
true,  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to 
inform  the  House  that  the  circular  was  sst 
under  a  wrong  impression,  and  had  been  mtb- 
drawn. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  when  to 
question  came  up  the  other  day  he  vas  DOS 
aware  of  the  action  which  had  been  taken  ui  this 
matter  by  the  department.  Lists  sho\nng  tba 
various  rates  of  wages  were  generally  submitted 
to  him.  These  lists  showed  not  only  the  late 
of  wages  for  ordinary  labour,  but  also  for  skilltd 
labour  in  the  various  districts  into  which  tl» 
colony  wa,s  divided.  He  had  given instroctiani 
to  this  effect :  that  skilled  labour  was  to  be  piid 
for  at  the  ordinary  current  rate  in  the  sewal 
districts— no  rate  could  be  fixed,  because  it  wj 
found  that  the  rates  for  skilled  labour  difiered 
considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  cokoj. 
With  regard  to  ordinary  labour,  his  instrofr 
tions  were  that,  for  the  present,  all  who  we« 
to  be  taken  on  were  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  ft. 
a  day,  and  that  no  interference  was  to  bein*» 
with  those  who  were  at  present  in  the  Gownir 
ment  service.  He  might  state  that,  having  gi^ 
those  instructions  to  the  department,  the  haiw 
of  the  two  branches  sent  out  circulars,  buttttfj 
circulars  were  in  such  an  indefinite  form  tW 
as  soon  as  he  saw  them  they  were  withdiawj 
and  the  instructions  then  issued  were  exactiy 
as  he  had  seated. 

PAYMENT  OF  WITNESSES. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Governmen^  i» 
they  will  consider  the  advisability  of  prow*^ 
funds  for  the  payment  of  expenses  of  witness* 
for  the  defendant  in  criminal  cases,  the  P*^^ 
to  be  made  only  on  the  order  of  a  Judge  of »» 
Supreme'  Court  ?  He  had  brought  this  qo* 
tion  up  several  times  before,  and  ^^^  ?? 
present  session  he  had  an  opportunity  of  ino'^J 
in  the  matter ;  but  the  Minister  of  Jnstw** 
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<qaested  him  to  defer  the  motion,  stating  that 
he  had  the  matter  under  his  consideration,  and 
hoped  to  be  able,  at  any  rate,  partially  to  con- 
cur with  the  object  he  (Mr.  Beetham)  had  in 
view.  Regulations  similar  to  those  referred 
to  in  his  question  'were  in  force  in  the  United 
States,  England,  New  South  Wales,  and  Queens- 
land. He  had  no  wish  that  the  colony  should 
be  committed  to  any  inordinate  expense.  He 
believed  that  by  regulations  under  the  control 
of  the  Judges  great  injustice  might  be  pre- 
vented in  future,  and  without  any  excessive 
cost  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  honourable  member  had 
been  very  persistent  in  pursuing  this  question, 
and  laudably  so,  because  a  good  deal  could  be 
said  in  favour  of  his  view  of  the  nir.tter ;  but, 
en  the  other  hand,  he  (Mr.  Tole)  was  unwilling, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  agree  to  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  this 
subject  some  weeks  ago,  which  was  of  a  very 
open  character.  The  sum  at  present  put  down 
on  the  estimates  for  witnesses  in  criminal  pro- 
secQtions  was  £7,500  annually;  therefore  he 
was  afraid  of  the  House  passing  a  general 
resolution,  which  probably  might  involve  a 
similar  amount  for  the  expenses  of  witnesses 
for  the  defence.  He  was  inclined  to  admit  fchat 
there  were  cases  of  real  hardship,  such  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  in  a 
former  question.  He  would  give  the  matter 
his  earnest  consideration,  with  the  view  of 
taking  steps,  in  exceptional  cases,  as  far  as 
possible,  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PORTRAIT-GALLERY. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Joint  House 
Ck}mmittee  relative  to  providing  a  portrait- 
gallery,  for  historical  purposes,  in  connection 
with  Parliament  Buildings?  He  gave  notice 
some  time  ago  that  he  would  move,  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  that  this  question  should  be 
considered  by  the  Government.  On  the  22nd 
June  a  report  was  brought  down  from  the 
Joint  House  Committee  recommending  that 
the  Speakers  should  be  requested  to  take  steps 
to  have  parliamentary  portraits  and  busts 
of  other  eminent  colonists  procured,  with  a 
view  to  their  being  placed  in  the  lobby  of 
Parliamenjt  Buildings.  He  did  not  think  the 
House  would  consider  that  the  responsibility 
of  procuring  those  busts  should  rest  with  the 
Speakers,  who,  under  the  wording  of  the  resolu- 
tion, might  be  called  upon  to  find  the  ways 
and  means,  and  therefore  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Government  whether  they  would  find  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  prosecution  of  this  object. 
There  were  already  the  portraits  of  some 
eminent  men  in  existence,  which  would  pre- 
sent a  very  good  appearance  if  placed  in  the 
lobby ;  and  the  portrait  of  their  first  Speaker 
was  looking  down  on  them  in  that  chamber. 
He  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  have  the 
portraits  of  other  Speakers  as  well.  The  por- 
trait of  Sir  David  Monro  was  now  in  the 
Museum,  and  he  had  no  doubt  if  a  suggestion 


were  made  to  his  friends  they  would  be  willing 
to  have  the  portrait  placed  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House.  Possibly  otiier  Speakers  might  wish 
to  have  their  portraits  placed  there  also ;  so  he 
trusted  the  Government  would  see  their  way  to 
place  a  reasonable  sum  on  the  estimates  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
Government  had  not  had  time  to  consider  the 
matter  yet.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
one  that  should  rather  be  referred  to  the 
Speakers,  who  doubtless  would  bring  it  before, 
the  Government  in  the  shape  thoy  thought 
desirable.  He  was  not  aware  whether  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  honourable  members 
were  to  make  a  presentation  of  their  like- 
nesses, or  whether  tho  colony  was  to  be  at  the 
expense.  At  any  rate,  he  agreed  that  the  lobby 
would  be  improved  by  having  the  portraits 
placed  there,  for  ho  was  remarking  only  the 
other  day  to  a  friend  in  tho  lobby  that  one 
could  scarcely  find  a  hundred  men  assembled 
together  anywhere  among  whom  would  bo 
found  a  greater  number  of  handsome  and 
striking  -  looking  persons  than  amongst  the 
members  of  the  House. 

NELSON  CREEK  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  of  £200  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  a  Courthouse  at 
Nelson  Creek,  Grey  Valley  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  would  make  further  inquiries, 
and  if  he  found  there  was  a  necessity  for  erect- 
ing these  buildings  he  would  have  it  done. 

GRAIN  AND  MINERALS  RAILWAY 
TARIFF. 

Mr.  REID  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  favourably  consider 
the  petition  of  tho  Tokomairiro  Farmers'  Club 
to  have  the  railway  charges  on  the  carriage 
of  grain  and  minerals  reduced,  which  petition 
was  forwarded  to  the  Government  for  con- 
sideration on  the  20th  July  last  ?  Under  the 
present  tariff  a  ton  of  grain  could  be  carried 
five  miles  for  3s.  From  five  miles  to  seventeen 
miles  the  charge  went  up  Id.  a  ton  per  mile ; 
from  seventeen  miles  to  forty  miles,  2d.  a  ton 
per  mile;  and  for  any  distance  beyond  forty, 
it  went  up  Id.  per  ton  per  mile.  The  northern 
boundary  of  his  district  —  Tokomairiro  —  was 
situated  seventeen  miles  from  Dunedin,  and 
up  to  that  distance  grain  was  carried  at  an 
ascending  rate  of  Id.  per  ton  per  mile  ;  but  all 
through  his  district  the  charge  went  up  to  2d. 
per  ton  per  mile,  and  his  constituents  felt  that 
they  were  considerably  handicapped  under  the 
present  tariff.  They  had  held  a  meeting,  at 
which  a  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Gk)- 
vernment  be  requested  to  make  the  rate 
uniform  for  all  distances  from  five  miles  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  not  quite  sure 
whether  the  gentlemen  who  had  sent  a  petition 
on  the  subject  were  aware  of  the  fact  uiat  the 
grain  tariff  had  been  reduced  in  March  last. 
It  had  been  found  necessary  to  lower  the  rate 
for  shorter  distances  owing  to  competition.    It 
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had  been  sAid  that  the  rates  in  New  Zealand 
for  the  carriage  of  grain  and  minerals  were 
higher  than  they  wore  in  other  colonies ;  and, 
as  that  belief  had  caused  some  dissatisfaction 
in  the  colony,  it  might  be  as  well  that  he 
should  read  a  return  of  the  comparative  rates 
m  New  South  Wales,  South  Australia,  and 
New  Zealand : — 


N.  8.  Wales. 

B.  Australia. 

New  Zealand. 

MiloB. 

Ton  Lots. 
Per  Ton. 

Ton 
Lots. 
Per 
Ton. 

Five- 
too 

lX)tB. 

P.  Ton. 

Two-ton  LotB. 
Per  Ton. 

10 

s.    d. 
4    0 

B.     d. 
4    6 

B.     d. 
3     8 

s.    d. 
4    5 

15 

i    0 

5    9 

4     G 

4  10 

20 

4    6 

7    0 

5    4 

5    6 

:^o 

5    5 

9    6 

7    0 

7    2 

50 

7    4 

14    6 

10    4 

9    8 

100 

11    9 

27    0 

15     7 

13  10 

150 

15    6 

38  11 

19    9 

18    0 

200 

18  10 

50    2 

23  11 

22    2 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  allowance  for  load- 
m%  and  unloading  was  included  in  each  case. 
Now  South  Wales  did  not  export,  but  the 
average  distance  carried  there  was  132  miles. 
South  Australian  grain  rates  were  also  tabu- 
lated, that  being  the  only  Australian  Colony 
which  exported  largely.  The  grain  in  tliat 
colony  was  carried  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
and  tif  ly  miles. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  REID  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  prior  to  the  division  on  the 
motion  to  add  to  the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill 
£175,(X;0  for  railway  works  in  the  South  Island, 
he  promised  or  led  any  member  of  the  House 
to  believe  that,  in  tlio  event  of  the  motion  being 
carried,  the  said  sum  of  £175,000  would  bo 
expended  in  part  construction  of  the  Midland 
Railway  if  the  English  company  failed  to  go 
on  with  the  contract  ?  He  had  been  induced 
to  put  this  question  owing  to  rumours  current 
to  the  cfiect  that,  prior  to  the  division  on  the 
motion  to  add  £176,000  to  the  schedule  of  the 
Loan  Bill,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had 
promised  a  member  of  the  House  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  motion  being  carried,  this  amount 
of  £176,000  would  be  expended  in  part  con- 
struction of  the  Midland  Railway  if  the  English 
company  failed  to  carry  out  their  contract.  Of 
course  it  was  only  a  rumour,  and  he  could  not 
say  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  it  or  not. 
It  might  not  be  very  advisable  to  place  credence 
in  the  rumours  one  heard  in  the  lobbies,  and  he 
would  have  taken  no  notice  of  them  in  this 
case  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  an  honour- 
able member  referred  to  the  matter  in  explicit 
terms  during  the  debate  on  Friday  evening, 
and  the  Government  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  give  a  statement  in  denial.  In 
answering  this  question  the  Minister  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  distinct  denial 
Mr.  E.  liicliardson 


to  the  rumour,  if  there  was  no  troth  in  &; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  wis  tBj 
truth  in  it,  the  House  was  entitled  to  have  th 
reason  which  induced  the  Minister  to  msb 
such  a  statement. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  did  not  bw 
the  statement  alluded  to  by  the  honouiBUB 
gentleman  on  Friday  evening  or  he  would  ha;^ 
at  once  risen  and  given  it  a  distinct  contiads- 
tion. 

KENSINGTON  SIDING. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  VHtt- 
ther  they  will  now  provide  a  public  miwaj 
siding  at  Kensington  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  nothing  fortlMr 
had  been  done  in  this  matter  since  a  qoeitiflB 
had  been  put  on  it  on  a  previous  occ&skuL  Hb 
believed  an  action  was  still  pending,  and  OBtil 
that  was  settled  the  Government  would  take  bo 
steps. 

WIRE  NETTING. 

Mr  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Colffliiil 
Treasurer,  Whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
offer  a  premium  for  the  first  ten  miles  aim 
sheep  netting  made  in  the  colony  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  matter  had  not  beis 
under  the  consideration  of  the  GovemmeaL 
He  would  be  glad  if  the  honourable  gentlemiB 
would  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  him  wiUi  617 
particulars  with  regard  to  it,  and  the  sabjed 
should  receive  consideration  during  the  zecesa. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASING. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Goven- 
ment.  If  they  have  entered  into  any  com- 
spondence  or  negotiation  with  any  member  ol 
this  House  for  the  issue  of  debcaiturss  onto 
section  25  of  "The  District  Railways Parchas- 
ing  Act,  1885  ;"  and,  if  so,  with  whom? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  undeistoodto 
say  that  last  session  negotiations  were  opm 
up  under  the  District  Railways  ParcbssiBj 
Act,  and  those  negotiations  had  been  caitin 
on  ever  since.  The  Government  had  inasisd 
that  good  securities  should  be  given  bj  tbd 
company,  but,  up  to  the  present  time,  tbeoon* 
pany  had  not  been  able  to  satisfy  the  Soliciiar- 
General  in  the  matter.  With  regard  to  nef^ 
tiations  having  been  carried  on  with  a  member 
of  the  House,  ho  might  say  that  on  the  Boad 
of  the  railway  in  question  there  was  certsiiJy 
one,  he  believed  there  were  two,  membeB 
of  the  House ;  but  there  might  be  mow*  f* 
all  he  knew.  The  negotiations  had  been  m 
the  chairman  of  the  company  to  a  coDsids- 
able  extent,  and  also,  he  believed,  with  i» 
whole  of  the  directors.  .. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  would  like  toknowi 
the  correspondence  was  with  a  member  of  tte 
House,  or  generally  with  the  directors. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  believed  that  soot 
of  it  was  with  the  chairman  of  the  comptf^j 
some  with  the  secretary,  and  also  with  one,  u 
not  two,  members  of  the  House,  who  »«» 
directors  of  the  company. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BUCKLAND  asked  if  the  Miniittf 
objected  to  give  the  names  of  the  members. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  had  no  objectioiito 
give  the  names ;  but,  as  they  were  directors  w 


1886.]        Members'  Travelling         [HOUSE.] 


Expenses. 


411 


the  company,  it  was  open  to  any  one  to  find 
out  who  they  were,  and  the  correspondence  was 
all  open. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  West  was  one. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Yes;  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
was  another. 

MEMBERS'  TRAVELLING  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  their  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  extravagant  travelling  expenses  allowed  to 
certain  members'  wives,  and  members,  in  con- 
nection with  attending  Parliament  during  the 
sessions  of  1884  and  1885 ;  and  will  they,  in 
future,  take  steps  to  prevent   similar  occur- 


Sir  J.  YOGEL  had  asked  each  one  of  his 
colleagues,  but  they  knew  nothing  about  the 
matter,  nor  did  he.  He  had  not  spoken  to  the 
Premier  on  the  subject,  as  he  was  ill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  asked  Mr.  Speaker, 
If  it  is  true  that  an  honourable  member  has 
made  a  charge  of  about  £40  for  travelling  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  his  attendance  in 
Parliament  in  the  session  of  1885  ;  and,  if  so, 
does  the  Speaker  mean  to  give  a  certificate  for 
the  payment  of  the  same  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  true  that  any 
honourable  member  made  a  charge  amoimting 
to  £40  as  travelling  expenses  during  any  ses- 
sion that  be  had  been  in  ofiice.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  coach  between  Springfield  and 
Hokitika  made  a  charge  of  £39  for  the  convey- 
ance of  two  honourable  members  by  a  private 
trap  from  Springfield  to  Hokitika.  He  dis- 
allowed the  charge,  because  it  seemed  to  him 
excessive.  He  had,  a  week  or  two  ago,  settled 
the  claim  by  paying  the  two  honourable  mem- 
beis  the  ordinary  fare  of  £7  10s.  each:  that 
included  luggage.  He  had  no  dealings  what- 
ever with  the  coach-proprietors,  but  left  it  to 
the  honourable  members  to  deal  with  him. 
Those  honourable  members  were  liable  to  be 
detained  three  days  if  they  had  not  engaged 
the  private  conveyance,  and  in  addition  to  the 
£7  10s.  he  made  them  a  small  allowance  for 
the  three  days.  The  claim  was  therefore  settled 
for  £18  instead  of  £89.  He  might  perhaps 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  with  regard  to 
the  previous  question,  that  he  was  not  aware 
of  ever  having  passed  any  extravagant  travel- 
ling expenses  for  honourable  members.  He 
exercised  the  greatest  vigilance  with  regard  to 
those  charges,  and  he  passed  none  that  did 
not  commend  themselves  to  his  judgment  as 
leaaonable.  With  regard  to  wives  of  honour- 
able members,  their  passages  were  paid  under 
a  resolution  of  the  House :  it  was  not  allowed 
at  his  instance;  but  in  their  case  he  never 
passed  anything  but  bare  coach  or  steamer 
fares,  and  no  hotel  expenses  were  ever  allowed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  said  there  had  been 
a  return  just  laid  before  the  House,  and  he 
found  there  items  very  much  beyond  passage- 
money  or  anything  of  that  sort.  Passage- 
money  from  Auckland  was  about  £5  10s.,  but 
last  year  there  was  one  item  of  £12  19s.  for 


one  honourable  member's  wife.      There  was 
another  from  the  South  amounting  to  £11. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  be  very  glad  if  the 
honourable  member  would  call  his  attention  to 
those  charges  in  his  room,  and  he  would  inquire 
into  them.  He  exercised  the  greatest  vigilance,, 
and  never  allowed  any  unfair  charges. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government,. 
Whether  they  intend  in  future  to  continue  the 
system  hitherto  adopted,  by  which  the  northern 
portions  of  the  colony  have  been  entitled  to 
obtain  the  consideration  of  the  House  for  pro- 
posed votes  in  the  public  works  expenditure 
before  the  other  parts  of  the  colony  ?  In  ask- 
ing this  question  he  would  not  make  any  re- 
marks which  might  give  rise  to  debate.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  one  portion  of  the  colony 
should  be  considered  before  other  portions  of 
the  colony  when  the  public  works  estimates  or 
Loan  Bills  came  down.  He  thought  it  waa 
very  desirable  to  reverse  the  order,  or  to  have  & 
different  order  on  future  occasions. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  thought  the  honour- 
able member  had  made  a  very  good  suggestion. 
If  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  prepare  such  estimates 
on  another  occasion  he  would  give  the  matter 
full  consideration,  and  would  probably  mix  up 
the  items. 

WAIPAHI-HERIOT  AND  LAWRENCE 
RAILWAYS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PYKE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  a  return  be  laid  on  the  table  showing  the 
gross  total  amounts  of  traffic  and  receipts  on 
the  Waipahi-Heriot  and  Lawrence  lines,  re- 
spectively, for  the  month  of  May  last. 

AUCKLAND  "  UNEMPLOYED." 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MOSS,  it  was  ordered^ 
That  the  correspondence  between  the  local 
authorities  in  Auckland  and  the  Government, 
and  the  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  the  unem- 
ployed in  Auckland  and  the  Government,  with 
any  other  information  the  Goverment  may 
have  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  dis- 
tress in  Auckland,  be  laid  before  this  House. 

FISHERIES  CONSERVATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill, 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  said,— I  should  like  to  say  & 
few  words  in  reference  to  this  matter.  The 
honourable  member  for  Invercargili  gave  us  a 
very  interesting  speech  on  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  think  that  ho  was 
quite  right  in  attributing  the  diminution  of 
seals  on  the  coast  to  poaching. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  did  not  say  anything  of  the 
sort.  The  honourable  gentleman  quite  mis- 
understood me. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able member  to  say  that  it  was  from  poaching. 
He  said  something  to  that  effect,  at  any  rate. 
I  attribute  the  decrease  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  number  of  steamers  that  are  now  employed 
in  these  waters.  We  know  that  many  of  tha 
old  whalers  say  that  that  is  the  cause  of  tha 
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whales  disappearmg.  I  happen  to  know  as 
much  of  seal-fishing  as  the  honourahlo  gentle- 
man himself;  and,  indeed,  I  had  killed  seals 
long  before  tlie  honourable  gentleman  came  to 
New  Zealand.  In  1859  I  went  to  the  west 
coast  of  the  South  Island  looking  for  open 
<>ountry,  and,  whilst  there,  killed  seals,  and 
I  learned  at  that  time  that  the  seals  were 
diminishing  very  fast,  according  to  conversa- 
tions that  I  had  with  many  old  sealers.  Now, 
the  people  object  very  much  to  this  mono- 
poly being  given  to  one  or  two  persons  who 
are  woll  off,  who  probably  will  nave  a  few 
largo  vessels  that  are  properly  fitted  up  for 
the  trade,  and  who  will  take  the  business  out 
of  the  hands  of  a  large  number  of  men  who 
have  small  ves<*cls  at  the  Bluff.  I  do  not  wish 
to  impute  motives,  but  I  do  believe  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Invercargill  is  inter- 
ested in  this  matter,  and  I  may  a^*  well  say 
so.  I  have  liad  lettcrf^  from  the  South  ask- 
ing me  to  oppose  this  Bill  "tooth  and  nail." 
I  think  that  the  honourable  member  himself 
knows  that  there  are  scores  of  vessels  which 
are  encaj^cd  in  the  trade  ;  and  not  only  that, 
but  the  Niitivi's  would  bo  deprived  of  a  certain 
amount  of  their  livelihood,  and  I  ask  the  ^linis- 
tcr  in  charge  of  the  Bill  if  it  is  not  an  in- 
fringcm»'nt  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  as 
under  tiiat  treaty  the  Natives  were  entitled 
to  the  shore  tishories.  When  large  vessels  go 
scaling  the  sailors  arc  paid  by  results:  that 
is,  uiuier  the  "lay"  system  they  get  so  much 
of  the  profits,  loss  payment  for  what  is  called 
*'  tucker."  What  I  think  is  required  is  that 
the  Government  should  make  some  regulations 
which  would  compel  pooplo  taking  seals  to  pay 
80  much  per  skin  to  the  Government,  so  that 
the  Government  should  get  some  revenue  from 
the  seal-fishery.  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
small  boats  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  en- 
gacjcd  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  MACANDKEW.— Then  all  the  seals  will 
disappear. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST.  — I  do  not  think  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  knows 
much  about  it.  The  seals  have  been  disap- 
pearing for  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  In 
Preservation  Inlet,  Dusky  Sound,  and  Break- 
sea  Sound  —  places  where  they  used  to  be 
caught  by  hundreds  —  they  are  not  caught  now 
by  tens ;  so  that  it  shows  that  they  began  to 
decrease  long  before  these  small  vessels  went 


Mr.  JOYCE.— I  move.  That  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted this  day  fortnight.  I  think,  in  the  first 
place,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  The  Bill  gives  very 
large  powers  to  the  Government  of  the  day. 
Everything  is  left  to  the  Governor  in  Council, 
and,  if  we  pass  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape, 
regulations  might  be  made  which  would  press 
very  hardly  on  people  who  now  got  their  living 
by  the  seal-fishing.  I  do  not  think  that  I  need 
go  into  the  matter  at  any  length,  after  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the  honour- 
-able  member  for  Wallace,  beyond  saying  this : 
that  the  Bill  would  permit  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  monopoly,  for  the  whole  of  the 
Mr.  H.  Hirst 


fisheries  might  be  let  in  one  lease.    I  si 
move  my  amendment. 

^Ir.  PABATA.— I  may  say  that  the  Nstim 
and  half-castes  in  the  South  Island,  and  aJs 
the  neople  living  on  Stewart  Island,  are  inis- 
ested  in  this  matter.  When  I  was  dowft  tJise 
a  wish  was  generally  expressed  among  thsa 
that  reasonable  regulations  regarding  ied- 
fishing  should  be  framed,  so  that  all  peaa 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  aal 
have  a  fair  chance.  The  Natives  heard  tbt 
there  was  some  probability  of  a  Bill  beztf 
brought  in  by  which  only  certain  peoi^e  warn 
be  able  to  undertake  seal  -  fishing ;  ud  ihit ' 
their  fears  were  well  grounded  seems  nov  to  U 
shown.  They  were  afraid  that  a  big  mooopoij 
would  be  set  up—that  two  or  three  pezson 
would  have  all  the  fishing-grounds  to  tJbemr 
selves  and  be  able  to  sublet  to  others,  aod  all 
others  would  be  debarred  from  the  puismi  d 
seal-fishing.  My  constituents  have  written  to 
me  asking  me  to  oppose  this  Bill.  They  v^ 
to  have  preserved  to  them  the  fishing -x^ 
given  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  That  Tra^ 
gives  them  the  full  and  perfect  right  to  ^ 
where  they  please — they  were  to  have  p«- 
feet  liberty  to  go  where  they  thought  fit  in 
pursuit  of  those  rights.  The  Native  people  in 
quite  aware  of  what  is  the  proper  time  fe 
killing  seals,  and  they  never  went  to  kill  seab 
during  the  breeding-season;  but  they  saw  tbt 
Europeans  were  in  the  habit  of  killmg  sak 
indiscriminately,  so,  thinking  they  wmli  JuA 
be  behindhand,  they  did  the  same  thing.  "Qv 
Itlaoris  are  very  careful  indeed  about  IdlliQg 
birds  and  animals  in  the  right  season:  they 
only  go  for  their  mutton-birds  during  a  oeitaia 
season  of  the  year,  when  the  birds  are  bt 
I  have  only  mentioned  about  the  Maoris  JaU- 
ing  mutton-birds  to  prove  that  they  were  fally 
aware  of  the  importance  of  preserving  the  sd- 
fisheries,  and  that  they  only  killed  themdnriag 
the  right  season.  If  this  industry  is  to  be  pfii 
up  to  publio  auction,  I  am  afraid  that  asM 
of  the  Natives  will  not  be  able  to  oompeii 
with  those  Europeans  who  are  much  ricbef 
than  themselves,  and  they  will  be  shut  oat 
altogether.  I  think  that  they  will  fofe 
great  privation  if  this  is  done.  I  t^ 
seeing  that  this  session  wUl  soon  come  to  * 
close,  it  will  be  far  better  to  withdraw  w 
measure  from  the  Order  Paper,  and  daring  W 
recess  to  have  a  much  better  Bill  prep»ni 
As  so  few  sitting-days  remain  before  the  HooH 
rises,  I  think  that  the  House  will  not  be  wj 
to  give  due  attention  to  this  matter  and  to  nw 
out  what  would  be  best  for  the  largest  niunDtt 
I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  in  chaige » 
this  Bill  will  see  his  way  to  withdraw  it  for  tw 
present ;  and  during  the  recess  he  will  hsTi » 
better  opportunity  of  finding  out  the  requ* 
ments  of  the  case.  It  will  be  well  for  hiffl* 
give  a  publio  notification,  preventing  pwPj 
from  interfering  with  the  seiS-fisheries  for  W 
present.  I  am  sure  that,  if  he  will  ti^  ■* 
step,  and  request  the  people  to  *^**"^^^ 
killing  seals  for  the  present,  every  **^^ 
will  be  paid  to  his  wishes.  I  do  not  ^"^J* 
be  understood  thst  I  am  acting  in  oppo6»» 
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>  the  honourable  gentieinan  who  brought  in 
bis  Bill,  or  to  the  honourable  member  for  In- 
Bccargill ;  but  I  ask  this  House  not  to  pass 
be  measure  hastily.  I  hope  the  House  will 
nly  consider  this  measure  oefore  it  becomes 
kw.  I  felt  botmd  to  make  the  remarks  I  have 
nade  upon  it,  because  I  supported  the  second 
lading  of  the  Bill.  I  again  ask  that  this  Bill 
hould  be  allowed  to  stand  over  till  next  year. 
Major  ATKINSON.— It  appears  to  me  that 
he  suggestion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
irery  wise  one.  I  also  should  like  to  suggest 
D  the  Government  the  advisability  of  with- 
Izawing  this  Bill.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
it  this  time  of  the  session,  a  great  deal  of  valu- 
ible  time  would  be  occupied  with  it.  The  feei- 
ng against  it  is  very  strong  indeed.  I  cannot 
Ay  I  share  in  that  feeling  altogether,  though  I 
b  not  like  the  Bill  in  some  respects.  Looking 
It  the  very  heavy  Order  Paper  we  have,  and 
understanding  that  the  Government  desire  to 
let  rid  of  us  as  soon  as  possible — I  should  not 
be  sorry  to  get  away,  though  I  am  quite  ready 
ko  remain — if  the  Government  wishes  to  get 
DS  away  in  a  short  time,  I  would  suggest  that 
this  is  one  of  the  Bills  which  might  very 
well  be  postponed.  As  we  have  so  much  work 
on  the  Order  Paper,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  should  agree  to 
the  postponement  of  this  Bill  till  the  day  after 
to-fflorrow,  in  order  that  the  Government  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  this  among 
the  other  Bills,  in  deciding  what  it  is  desirable 
they  should  not  proceed  with.  I  am  sure  it 
would  take  four  or  five  hours  if  we  are  going  on 
with  this  Bill ;  and  I  should  like,  at  any  rate. 
Hi  postponement  till  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
in  order  to  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  to 
00  on  with  it,  for  I  know  there  will  be  very 
ttrang  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  SUTTEB.— I,  too,  would  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  withdraw  the  Bill.  We  find  the 
idose  season  is  extended  for  twelve  months 
longer.  There  will  be  ample  time  next  session 
to  deal  with  this  question.  The  session  is 
Gomiug  to  a  close,  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  will  withdraw  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  would  press  the  same 
nquest  upon  the  Government.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  steps  they  are  taking 
lie,  in  the  main,  most  judicious  and  right, 
although  I  do  not  think  the  details  of  the 
Bill  quite  give  effect  to  their  wishes.  I 
thmk  it  is  quite  certain  that  if  proper  regula- 
tions are  laid  down  these  seal-fisheries  will 
hecome  a  source  of  very  considerable  revenue 
to  Kew  Zealand,  and  not  only  a  source  of  re- 
venue, but  that  they  will  afford  an  article  of 
commerce  of  great  value  to  the  country.  But 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  Go- 
Tenunent  should  take  powers  to  enforce  a  close 
•eason  until  next  session,  if  they  do  withdraw 
the  Bill  now.  I  think  they  should  be  quite 
certain  that  they  have  the  power  of  protecting 
the  seals  until  a  properBill  is  passed.  I  would 
suggest  that  they  should  apply  to  the  United 
Stales  Government,  and  get  an  actual  copy  of 
u^e  regulations  which  are  in  force  in  the  seal- 
Meiies  belonging  to  the  United  States,  from 


which  seal-fisheries  they  enjoy  a  very  consi- 
derable revenue — ^I  think  $55,000  a  year,  be- 
sides $2  for  each  seal  killed.  Those  regulations, 
I  believe,  are  so  good  that  the  seals,  which  had 
in  part  disappeared,  have  increased  to  a  great 
number,  and  are  maintained  at  a  standard 
number.  They  are  never  allowed  to  fall  below 
that,  and  if  the  authorities  see  a  decrease  they 
immediately  stop  the  slaughtering  of  young 
male  seals,  100,000  of  which  class  of  seals  are 
usually  annually  killed.  As  these  seal-fisheries 
are  likely  to  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
country,  and  a  profitable  industry,  I  think  the 
Government  should  persist  in  the  course  they 
have  taken  ;  but  I  think,  to  do  that,  it  is  desir- 
able to  obtain  the  information  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  put  in  the  Bill 
clauses  which  would  enforce  the  regulations. 
I  think  they  should  take  power  to  protect  the 
seals,  which  are  being  destroyed  at  the  present 
time,  I  understand. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

Sir  G.  GKEY.— Then  I  think  there  should 
be  some  sufficient  penalty  to  put  a  stop  to  that ; 
and  1  am  sure  the  House  will  help  the  Minister, 
if  he  brings  down  a  Bill  next  session,  to  secure 
the  revenue  we  ought  to  have,  and  to  preserve 
a  means  of  commerce  which  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  HATCH. — I  may  say,  in  regard  to  the 
remarks  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
said  fell  from  me,  that  that  honourable  gentle- 
man is  quite  incorrect.  He  admits  not  having 
been  in  the  House,  and  he  has  not  correctly  read 
my  speech.  I  may  say,  so  far  as  the  whale 
fisheries  are  concerned,  that  the  whales  are 
far  more  numerous  now  than  they  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years.  That  is  really  the 
fact,  and  it  is  accounted  for  by  the  low  price 
of  oil,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  putting  from 
the  whale-fishing  trade  many  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it  before.  As  far  oa  whales  are  con- 
cerned, honourable  members  will  bear  me  out 
that  that  class  of  fish  follow  the  feed  which 
they  require  for  their  sustenance.  I  may  also 
state  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  unfair  to  the 
men  engaged  in  those  fisheries,  because  any 
person  taking  over  those  fisheries  would  have 
to  fall  back  upon  these  men  to  do  the  work ; 
and  it  is  in  their  interest  that  the  trade  should 
be  looked  after.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  deprecates  this  Bill;  but  I  have  a 
large  number  of  letters  from  his  district — 
something  like  a  dozen — suggesting  that  the  Bill 
should  bo  carried  through,  in  order  to  protect 
them,  I  might  say,  against  themselves.  It  is 
to  the  interest  of  those  men  that  some  one 
should  be  in  charge,  so  that  the  business  might 
be  carried  on  in  a  judicious  way.  I  might  also 
state,  in  reply  to  the  Native  members,  that 
it  is  not  against  the  Natives  that  wo  require 
to  guard  ourselves.  The  Natives,  unless  they 
have  been  led  astray,  have  not  been  the  per- 
sons to  take  these  seals  out  of  season ;  but 
there  have  been  people  who  have  done  that, 
and  there  needs  to  be  some  supervision  of  an 
effective  character. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Imaysay  the  position 
of  this  matter,  to  my  mind,  is  somewhat  piti- 
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ful.  This  House,  for  the  last  dozen  years,  has 
been  trying  to  enact  legislation  to  prevent  the 
wanton  destruction  of  the  seals,  and  here  we 
are  just  as  far  from  that  end  as  ever.  I  must 
say  I  cannot  understand  why  delay  should  be 
urged.  However,  I  think  the  law  as  it  now 
utands  gives  ample  power,  and  I  do  not  see 
what  the  Bill  is  wanted  at  all  for.  But,  if  the 
law  as  it  is  now  were  enforced,  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  would  be  the  first  to  take 
exception  to  it.  I  understand  the  object  of  the 
Bill  is  to  protect  the  people  represented  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace  from  themse'ves.  If 
some  action  is  not  taken  at  once,  those  people 
will  soon  find  tliat  "Othello's  occupation's 
gone."  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  the 
great  object  of  it  is  to  prevent  the  seals  from 
being  utterly  annihilated ;  and  I  do  not  see 
why  wo  should  postpone  the  thing  further.  I 
hope  the  Bill  will  be  allowed  to  proceed,  al- 
though, as  I  have  said  before,  my  idea  is  that 
the  Administration  might  get  on  without  it. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— Hoar,  hear. 

Mr.  MACANDRKW.— I  cannot  understand 
the  force  of  that  **  Hear,  hoar,"  because  action. 
I  believe,  was  taken  under  the  existing  law,  and 
was  denounced  by  my  honourable  friend.  It  is 
not,  I  think,  to  our  credit  that  such  a  number 
of  years  should  have  elapsed  without  our  being 
able  to  do  anything  practical  in  the  matter; 
and  I  do  hope  we  sliall  allow  no  more  time 
to  be  lost.  Tlio  Bill  contains  a  provision  for 
leasing  for  twenty-one  years.  I  understand 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  to  give  the  lessee  an 
interest  in  protecting  the  seals,  as  it  appears 
the  Government  cannot  possibly  do  that.  They 
have  failed  in  their  attempts,  and  by  giving  a 
lessee  or  lessees  a  long  lease  the  lessees  will 
have  an  interest  in  seeing  that  the  seals  are 
not  destroyed,  and  are  allowed  to  increa.se  and 
multiply,  which  it  will  take  a  great  many  years 
to  do. 

Mr.  :M0NTG0MERY.— It  appears  to  me  that 
the  Government  have  already  got  quite  suffi- 
cient power  to  make  a  close  season.  The  penal- 
ties are  also  heavy.  I  do  not  think  the  Minister 
has  given  sufiicicnt  reasons  why  we  should  pass 
the  Bill  at  the  present  time.  Why  should  not 
the  Government  enforce  the  regulations  ?  or  will 
they  point  out  how  this  Bill  will  enable  them 
to  enforce  the  regulations  ?  I  will  vote  for  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  GUINNESS. — I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  heard  the  arguments  2)ro  and 
.  ixm.  will  now  come  to  a  vote  on  the  question  ; 
and  if  those  linnourable  gentlemen  who  are 
opposing  the  Bill  find  themselves  in  a  minority 
I  hope  thoy  will  assist,  in  Committee,  to  make 
the  measure  a  good  one. 

Debate  adjourned. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY LOAN  APPLICATION  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— In  moving.  That  the  House 
.  go  into  Committee  on  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  Application  Bill,  I  wish 
to    say,    with    regard    to    the    North    Island 
'Trunk  Railway  Loan,  that  imputations  have 
Mr.  Macaiuhcto 


been  freely  made  that  the  Government  voi 
not  sincere  in  desiring  to  preserve  that  ]am 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intesdal 
I  might  make  a  sufficient  reply  to  diose  io^ 
tations  by  saying  that  the  Government  m 
incurred  a  great  deal  of  respoosibility,  sd 
some  amount  of  difficulty,  in  order  to  cazg 
out  the  promise  not  to  allow  the  loan  to  m 
used  otherwise  than  for  its  proper  parposes;  kg 
it  is  two  yeacs  since,  unknown  to  me,  the  kia 
became,  by  law,  associated  with  ths  ga^ol 
Public  Works  Fund  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
was  open  for  use  for  any  general  vote  chaij^ 
to  that  fund.  The  purpose  of  this  Bill  is  so  to 
tie  it  up  as  to  prevent  any  such  possibilitj  ia 
future;  but,  in  order  to  wait  untU  sudi^BiH 
as  this  could  be  passed,  the  Government  lad 
to  abstain  from  floating  the  loan  earlier  is 
the  year,  although  there  were  obnous  ressoa 
for  doing  so,  and,  to  arrange  to  finance  so  n 
to  do  without  floating  it,  they  had  to  tab 
some  amount  of  risk  as  to  what  mi^t  be 
the  state  of  the  market  when  the  new  k<ftD, 
which  it  was  proposed  to  ask  the  Hoose 
to  sanction,  was  available  for  negotiatiac 
That,  I  think,  is  an  ample  answer  to  theis< 
putation  that  the  Government  were  indifiaeal 
to  keeping  this  loan  to  its  proper  puiposes. 
Now  the  Government  have  brought  down  ft  Bin 
which  ties  up  the  loan  absolutely  and  eos- 
pletely  for  the  purpose  designated  in  theBiH; 
and  as  to  all  the  other  purposes— such  as  the 
repayment  of  past  expenditure  on  the  railnf- 
I  presume  there  will  be  no  cavil  whate^-er.  Bat 
the  one  point  about  which  we  have  evidence  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  is  the  chanpnf 
£100,000  of  the  amount  for  the  purchase  U  a 
special  portion  of  Native  lands  to  be  set  apart 
as  an  endowment  for  this  railway  and  vorb 
coimected  with  it.  The  House  knows  how  it 
was  that  that  amount  was  set  apart  or  proposed 
to  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose ;  but  I  hare  to 
say  that  even  were  it  perfectly  easy  to  take  t^e 
£100,000  from  the  general  fund  I  am  of  opiniea 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  the  cooise 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  The  railway  will  opoi 
up  a  large  extent  of  entirely-unsettled  coun- 
try, and  as  that  country  becomes  settled  thece 
will  arise  within  its  limits  demands  for  public 
works  such  as  roads,  tramways,  and  bnd|e; 
and  we  know,  by  experience,  the  difficultj 
which,  invariably,  newly-settled  districts  haw 
in  obtaining  votes.  Now,  the  land  proposed 
to  be  purchased  and  dedicated  to  the  pnzpoee 
will,  there  is  very  little  doubt,  attain  to  verf 
largo  value.  I  am  speaking  within  reason  vlMp 
I  say  that  it  is  probable  that  in  ten  years  tiiis 
purchase  of  Native  land  for  £100,000  will 
acquire  considerable  value,  and  will  yield  i 
large  annual  sum  for  the  purposes  designate^- 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  those  honourable 
members  who  oppose  the  vote  may,  in  soice 
day  not  very  far  distant,  if  now  saccessfol  in 
opposing  it,  think  with  bitter  regret  of  the 
course  they  are  taking  in  not  allowing  the  Go- 
vernment to  carry  out  the  proposed  poipose. 
I  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  it  would  be 
desirable  that  such  a  course  should  he  paisa£d 
with  other  railways ;  and  I  qoite  admit  it.  Be^ 
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cles,  this  is  an  ezcepfcioDal  case — especially  is 
exceptional  because  of  the  way  in  which  the 
nd  can  be  obtained.  If,  however,  it  is  the 
sore  of  those  most  interested  iu  the  railway 
\  reject  the  proposed  endowment,  then  the 
ovemment  will  consent  to  that  course,  and 
m  appropriate  for  it  £100,000  out  of  the  gene- 
i  Public  Works  Fund.  But  I  again  say  to 
moorable  members  that  it  is  utterly  without 
lason  that  they  should  take  any  such  course, 
could  understand,  if  it  were  a  question  whether 
lis  £100,000  would  or  would  not  complete  the 
olway,  that  they  might  hesitate  in  the  matter ; 
it,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  railway  requires, 
iootding  to  the  estimate  of  the  Public  Works 
epartment,  £350,000  in  excess  of  the  million 
an  to  complete  it ;  and  there  are  no  honour- 
ble  members  in  the  House,  however  much 
ley  may  talk  about  not  borrowing,  and  so  on, 
nt  must  feel  perfectly  aware  that,  at  the 
eoper  time,  the  Parliament  of  the  colony  will 
Eovide  the  necessary  amount  to  finish  the 
kilway,  and  that  a  matter  of  £100,000,  more 
E  less,  will  certainly  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
le  completion  of  the  line.  Therefore  they  are 
ot  jeopardizing  the  completion  of  the  line  or 
lusing  its  delay  for  a  single  day  in  accepting 
liis  endowment,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
ill  be  very  much  mistaken  if  they  do  not 
eecpt  it.  There  are  parts  of  the  country 
rhich  will  be  opened,  up  by  the  railway  which, 
squestionably,  are  likely  to  prove  of  great 
alae.  From  all  I  can  hear,  near  the  point 
rbere  the  line  will  cross  the  Wanganui  Kiver 
bere  will  grow  up  one  of  the  principal  inland 
owns  of  the  colony.  There  is  very  valuable 
sineral  land  between  the  line  and  the  Mokau 
nd  New  Plymouth  districts.  Besides  that, 
bere  is  reason  to  think  that  there  are  other 
arta  of  the  line  of  great  importance ;  and  we 
3)ow  that  the  value  of  these  new  districts 
lepends  upon  the  facilities  with  which  they 
an  be  settled,  and  roads  and  means  of  com- 
mmication  made  within  them.  I  have  stated 
he  case,  and,  if  the  House  likes  to  reject  the 
ndowment,  upon  those  members  who  do  so  be 
he  responsibility.  If,  when  the  time  comes, 
hey  regret  it,  I  hope  they  will  not  forget  the 
nming  which  I  have  given  this  evening. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  — May  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  make  a  further  explanation  to  the 
loose  ?  He  has  already  explained  that,  if  the 
louse  should  refuse  to  allow  the  £100,000  to  be 
aken  out  of  this  special  fund,  it  will  be  pro- 
ided  for  elsewhere — that  is  to  say,  from  some 
>ther  fund.  But  that  £100,000  is  to  be  spent 
tilling  the  current  year.  From  what  fund 
|o«  he  expect  to  get  the  further  sum  required 
or  next  year's  purchases  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  do  not  think  I  am  called 
tpon  now  to  make  a  general  financial  state- 
nent.  I  prefer  that  we  should  keep  to  this 
^iU.^  That  we  should  begin  over  and  over  again 
io  discuss  the  same  question  as  the  honourable 
nember  has  put  and  as  has  been  discussed 
^fore  is  so  irregular,  and  so  calculated  to 
'•ke  up  the  time  of  the  House,  that  I  pre- 
fer not  to  follow  him.  Of  course,  if  I  am  led 
ko  it  by  the  nature  of  the  debate,  I  will  do 


so  in  reply.  Bub  the  business  before  us  now  is 
to  deal  with  this  Bill.  We  were  told  last  ni^ht 
that  the  House  would  insist  upon  the  loan  bemg 
tied  up.  Now,  I  state  that,  if  honourable 
members  wish  it,  it  can  be  tied  up  either  with 
or  without  this  special  endowment. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — I  would  remind  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  House,  as  yet,  has  had 
no  information  on  the  interesting  point  I  have 
raised. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  the  honourable 
gentleman  complains  of  arises  from  the  fact 
that  he  does  not  condescend  to  give  the  House 
any  real  explanation  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  colony.  I  was  going  to  say  that  he 
had  never  pretended  to  do  so.  We  are  utterly 
ignorant  as  to  how  the  honourable  ^gentleman 
proposes,  next  year,  to  deal  with  this  sub- 
ject. And  now  he  talks  lightly  of  putting  this 
£100,000  on  the  £800,000,  although  that  is 
already  "  ear-marked  "  for  other  works.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I  do 
that,  if  he  places  this  £100,000  against  the 
£800,000,  he  will  have  to  cut  ofl  so  much  from 
the  estimates  now  before  the  House.  He  will 
not  only  not  provide  for  next  year,  but  he  will 
have  to  cut  oS  so  much  from  the  estimates 
now  before  the  House.  I  make  that  remark 
because  the  honourable  gentleman  seems  to 
desire  to  throw  upon  this  side  of  the  House  the 
blame  for  the  time  spent  in  this  repeated  dis- 
cussion. What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  get  at 
the  facts  of  the  position,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  let  us.  Wo  have  put  what 
are  the  facts,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
dare  not  deny  them,  and  cannot  deny  them  in 
detail  with  any  accuracy.  Now  as  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  position  in  taking  great 
credit  for  having  resisted  the  temptation  which, 
apparently,  he  has  felt  to  improperly  use  this 
loan.  I  should  have  thought  we  might  have 
expected  that  the  possible  improper  use  of  a 
loan  would  be  no  temptation  to  the  Trea- 
surer, but  that  only  the  most  dire  necessity 
would  drive  him  to  improperly  use  any  loan. 
For  he  admits  that  it  was  never  intended  that 
this  loan  should  be  used  for  general  purposes, 
but  only  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the 
trunk  railway.  That  is  shown  on  the  face  of 
this  Bill  itself.  Therefore  I  can  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  no  credit  for  being 
virtuous  in  these  circumstances.  But  let  us 
see  whether  there  was  any  virtue  in  it,  after 
all ;  and  I  think  I  shall  show,  in  a  moment, 
that  there  was  no  virtue  whatever  such  as  is 
claimed  by  the  honourable  gentleman — and 
very  cleverly  he  put  it.  The  virtue  apparently 
consisted  in  running  the  risk  of  a  lower  price 
next  year.  That  was  all  the  risk  run — there  was 
nothing  else— for  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  cash  in  hand  to  the  amount  of  £800,000 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.  After 
expending  the  whole  amount  voted  to  be 
spent  last  year,  there  could  have  been,  as  I 
showed  during  the  recess,  no  possible  excuse 
for  raising  this  loan  and  paying  it  into  the 
Treasury,  unless  it  was  to  use  it  for  other  pur- 
poses than  the  House  had  passed  votes  for.  The 
money  could  only  have  simply  lain  idle  in  tha 
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Treasury.  It 'might  have  been  conyenient  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  use  it  to  pay  inter- 
est with,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  but  ho  can 
hardly  claim  virtue  in  resisting  temptation  on 
that  account.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
shown  that  he  had  more  than  enough  cash  last 
year ;  and  therefore  there  was  no  temptation  to 
raise  and  use  tliis  loan.  Then  the  honourable 
gentleman,  acting  in  this  matter  as  he  does  in 
almost  ever}'  ctlicr,  says  this  loan  became  liable 
to  be  paid  into  the  general  Public  Works  Fund 
by  accident,  >vithout  his  knowing  it:  in  other 
words,  somebody  else  did  it.  That  is  the  usual 
excuse  with  the  honourable  gentleman  now ; 
and,  when  he  has  told  us  that,  he  tliinks  he  has 
given  a  sufncient  answer.  He  says  this  loan 
got  into  that  position  without  his  knowledge, 
and  he  did  not  know  it  until  some  one  else  told 
him.  That  seems  now  to  be  a  sufficient  answer 
— an  official  answer — to  any  charge  of  wrong- 
doing by  the  Government.  I  was  never  let  off, 
when  I  liad  the  honour  to  sit  on  those  benches, 
witii  any  excuso  of  that  sort ;  and  I  do  not  think 
the  House  or  the  country  will  accept  such  an 
excuse  from  the  Treasurer.  The  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  know^n  it  was  in  the 
Bill  of  1884,  and  that  it  had  been  put  there, 
and  ho  ought  to  have  explained  at  the  time  why 
it  was  put  there.  I  have  outside  the  House 
taken  blame  to  myself  for  not  looking  after  the 
schedule  of  the  Loan  Act  of  1884  ;  and  I  do 
blame  myself  to  a  small  degree,  because  I 
thought  I  had  looked  at  the  Bill  ver>'  carefully 
when  it  was  before  the  House.  I  did  carefully 
look  at  the  enacting  part,  but  I  did  not  happen 
to  look  at  the  schedule  so  attentively.  The 
North  Island  Trunk  Lino  Loan  Act  was  passed 
two  years  before  that ;  yet  the  Government 
which  passed  that  Act  did  not  dream  of  putting 
the  loan  into  the  schedule  of  votes  to  bo  used 
for^^oneral  purposes  :  it  was  recognized  as  allo- 
cated to  a  particular  purpose,  and  so  it  was  left. 
Now  we  are  being  told  that  the  reason  why 
it  was  not  put  in  was  that  it  could  not  be 
raised  until  the  loan  had  been  determined  upon 
by  the  House.  But  that  is  no  answer  at  all, 
because  the  Treasurer  will  see  that  the  Three- 
million  Loan  was  scheduled  in  the  same  year  as 
that  in  which  the  Trunk  Loan  Bill  was  passed, 
and  3'et  we  were  absolutely  prohibited  from 
raising  it  except  at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  year. 
There  was  a  clear  distinction,  and  a  clear  rea- 
son why  it  was  not  put  in.  The  honourable 
gentleman  claims  virtue  for  not  taking  this 
loan  after  the  power  to  do  so  had  got  in  by 
accident ;  but,  I  ask,  with  what  care  can  Bills 
be  prepare  d  if  such  an  accident  can  give  the 
power  to  expend  a  loan  in  a  way  different  from 
that  in  which  the  House  has  provided  it  should 
be  spent  ?  What  confidence  can  we  repose  in 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  such  circumstances 
as  these?  That  would  have  been  no  excuse 
whatever.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
told  us  that  the  money  was  not  wanted  if  he 
had  taken  the  loon,  and  he  was  bound — as  he 
tells  us  it  was  his  desire  to  do — to  see  before 
raising  it  that  it  was  properly  set  apart  as  the 
House  intended  when  it  passed  the  special 
Loan  Act.  Then  we  come  to  this  curious  posi- 
Major  AtJcinson 


tion :  The  honourable  gentlranannow  teDs 
plain  terms  that  the  reason  why  he  proposal  if 
ask  for  this  £100,000  for  Kative-land  pozdsMl 
is  that  he  has  not  got  the  money  to  span  oil 
of  the  £800,000  which  he  told  us  he  had  a 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.    Well,  4 
course  I  have  had  the  honour  to  point 
when  replying  to  the  honourable  gentl^xoa^ 
Financial   Statement,  that  he  had  not  tM 
amount ;  and  now  he  admits  it  fully.    Bat  lial 
I  object  to  is  this :  that,  having  found  oat  U| 
mistake  and  admitted  it,  he  does  not  coai 
down  to  the  House  and  tell  us  what  he 
for  expenditure  during  the  next  two  yeais  {or 
land  -  purchase,  but  he  is  content  to  msket 
small  provision  for  the  purchase  of  iai^  daiiq| 
the  current  year  only ;  and  I  say,  if  the  Go?ea» 
ment  do  their  duty,   according  to  their  om 
showing   that  provision  is  too  small  for  tUt 
year,  leaving  next  year  to  take  care  of  i^& 
Now,  1  say  that  this  House,  before  it  makes  i 
special  grant  for  Native-land  purchase  out  al 
this  loan,  or  out  of  any  other  fund,  should  fi^ 
mand  that  the  honourable  gentleman  sbooH 
look  a  little  ahead  and  tell  us  how  he  psoTidii; 
for   the   whole   scheme  of  two  years  in  ^ 
respect.      He  did   tell    us  that  the  £800,001 
balance  would  provide  for  all  general  poipoieK 
for  that  period,  and  that  this  new  loan  d  a 
million  and  a  half,  as  it  was  proposed,  woold : 
provide  for  railways  for  the  two  j^ars;  fe^j 
now  we  seo  that  the  fund  for  geneiai  expesdi>] 
ture   has   gone   to   the  winds.     And  yet  tibf  ' 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  do  nothiiif 
but  in  a  piecemeal  way.     He  says,  *^  Give  ns 
enough  for  this  year."    That  is,  really,  "  Giit 
me  time  to  turn  round  and  manipulate  tfai 
accounts  again  against  next  year."   Thatistba 
real  meaning  of  asking  for  this  money  in  thii 
form.    Then  what  does  the  honourable  gsitle* 
man  do  ?     Ho  appeals   to  the  selfishness  d 
northern  members  to  enable  him  to  do  Ihia 
He  says  to  them,  "  Do  not  be  afraid  for  vobt 
railway.     Have  no  fear  about  that.    You  too* 
very  well  that  after  £900,000  has  been  sgeA 
Parliament  will  vote  whatever  more  is  nece*' 
sary  to  complete  the  line."    I  say  "  £900,(WO,'* 
and  it  would  be  that  if  the  loan  is  secoied  j 
from  further  encroachment  during  ihit  neit  i 
year ;  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  Hoaw  < 
might  alter  its  mind  next  year,  and  detennins  \ 
that  £300,000  should   be  taken  for  land-par-  j 
chase  from  it.    We  know  that  the  line  will  cost  j 
more   than  a  million  —  probably  it  will  wrt; 
£1,400,000  —  but    the    honourable    gentiein«  j 
says,  *'  You  are  sure  to  get  it,  whatever  it  mijf  i 
cost."    I  do  not  doubt  that  at  all — ^no  doubt  tb«  j 
House,  having  begun  the  line,  will  watinoi  j 
and  complete  it — but  what  I  object  to  is  that  j 
while  the  Government  profess  to  ••ear-mark"] 
the  loan  for  a  special  purpose,  the  Treasazit.  j 
in  order  to  get  himself  out  of  a  temponzj  • 
difficulty,  wishes  to  seize  part  of  thisfuB^] 
and  he  does  not  seize  it  in  a  straightforvai^  ; 
way,  but  he  holds  out  the  bait  of  some  spe  [ 
cial  advantage  to  the  northern  m.ember8  to  be  < 
gained  by  allowing  him  to  do  what  he  proiwstf.  ] 
But  I  hope  the  northern  members  will  riaa 
above  that  altogether :  I  am  quite  sore  ^  \ 
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vill.  Eyen  if  it  were  to  be  the  great  boon  to 
IS  that  the  Treasurer  says  it  will  be — even  if 
he  Goyenunent  were  able  to  show  that  in 
Jiree  or  four  years  an  enormous  revenue 
vould  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  land — 
[  should  not  look  upon  it  with  envy;  but 
I  should  regard  with  great  delight  the  fact  that 
the  money  was  not  to  be  devoted  to  a  particular 
poxpose,  but  to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  colo- 
nisation throughout  the  colony.  But  I  want 
to  know — and  the  Bill  does  not  tell  us— who  is 
ko  pay  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  land ;  and 
loes  the  House  believe  that,  after  the  cost  of 
nirveying  the  land  and  making  the  necessary 
roads  for  settlement  has  been  defrayed,  there 
iviU  be  any  margin  left  ?  Docs  not  our  ex- 
perience tell  us  that  there  is  scarcely  any  land 
m  the  North  Island  the  proceeds  from  which, 
nrben  the  land  is  sold  or  leased,  will  pay  the 
aost  of  surveying  and  making  roads  ?  We 
know  that  invariably  there  is  a  balance  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger ;  and  there  will  be 
a  balance  on  the  wrong  side  in  this  case. 

Mr.  KERR.— Too  thin. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  are  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  whose  one  idea  is  selfishness — 
Ihey  are  governed  by  that  one  idea.  I  do  not 
believe  in  it  myself.  I  do  not  believe  that  solf- 
jthness  does  govern  the  world,  or  that  it  ever 
will,  as  some  of  those  among  us  believe.  I  treat 
that  idea  with  the  utmost  contempt  wherever  I 
meet  with  it,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  do  so. 
1  venture  to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
is  always  imputing  base  motives  that  if  he 
liopea  his  speeches  will  have  any  weight  with 
the  House  he  must  change  his  mode  of  looking 
at  the  speeches  of  honourable  members,  and 
lie  must  get  to  believe  that  there  are  men  in 
the  House  who  can  be  moved  by  other  motives 
than  the  grossest  selfishness.  We  are  asked  to 
vote  this  money  in  a  way  in  whi6h  the  Govern- 
nient  no  doubt  regret  to  have  to  ask  us  to  vote 
it;  bat  the  Treasurer  evidently  feels  that  he  is 
proposing  to  use  this  money  in  a  way  which 
will  promote  settlement,  and  ho  thinks  large 
ntums  will  be  got  from  the  land,  instead  of — 
as  probably  will  bo  the  case — more  money  being 
wanted  to  open  up  the  land  than  will  be  realized 
b^  the  sale  of  the  land.  But,  if  a  profit  is  to 
u  got  from  the  land,  it  is  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  colony  that  the  revenue  from  that 
land  should  be  allocated  to  any  special  work. 
The  whole  colony  is  interested  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  North  Island,  and  therefore  the 
eolony  is  entitled  to  any  benefit  that  may  be  got 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  at.  a  profit.  If  there 
is  any  deficiency  the  colony  must  bear  it ;  but 
if>  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  profit,  small  or 
large,  it  should  go  into  the  general  revenue 
of  the  colony,  to  be  dealt  with  as  this  House 
may  vote  for  general  purposes.  If  the  money 
should  be  spent  in  the  district  in  which  the 
land  is,  I  hope  that  would  be  decided  not 
upon  the  fact  that  the  land  there  had  returned 
a  profit,  but  upon  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  the  money  was  required  to  bo  spent  in  that 
district  to  promote  further  settlement  on  the 
SKoand  of  public  interest.  These  are  the 
gioands  I  wish  this  matter  to  be  put  upon.    I 
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have  stated  generally  my  reasons  for  opposing 
the  diversion  of  this  £100,000.  To  sum  up,  I 
say  that  we  should  not  consent  to  provide  any 
special  funds  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
this  year  until  we  have  a  clear  statement  from 
the  Treasurer  as  to  his  whole  scheme  of  pur- 
chase of  Native  land,  and  the  providing  of 
funds  for  it.  That  seems  to  me  a  matter  of 
great  importance ;  and  therefore,  even  if  it  was 
not  proposed  to  take  this  particular  sum  in 
this  way  for  the  purpose,  I  should  have  taken 
exception  to  the  voting  of  any  money  from  any 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land  on  that 
ground  alone.  I  say  further,  with  regard  to 
this  land,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
failed  to  show  a  single  reason  why  the  money 
should  be  devoted  to  this  purpose,  except  this 
one :  that  he  says  that  the  £800,000  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
ample  when  he  made  his  Financial  Statement. 
Now,  that  would  be  a  good  and  sufficient 
reason — though  not  as  against  this  loan — for 
asking  the  House  to  make  proper  provision  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  land  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  other  works  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  only  come  down  and  ask  us 
to  make  provision  for  those  things  after  giving 
us  a  clear  and  definite  statement  as  to  how  he 
stands.  But  I  do  hope  that  this  House  will 
pause  before  it  consents  to  make  a  special  ap- 
propriation for  land  imtil  such  time  as  we 
really  know  where  we  are  being  led  to  in 
this  matter.  We  know  that  £200,000  has 
been  dropped  out  of  the  accounts  altogether. 
In  a  note  to  the  public  works  estimates  it 
is  stated  that  £202,000,  set  down  as  liability 
for  land -purchase,  is  not  required  for  this 
year,  and  that  it  is  only  set  down  as  a 
contingency.  But  it  is  ta^en  into  account 
nowhere  else.  The  Native  Minister  has  told 
us  that  he  wants  £100,000  for  this  year's  ex- 
penditure on  the  purchase  of  land  along  the 
North  Island  Trunk  line  ;  but  there  is  nothing 
said  about  what  is  required  for  the  purchase  of 
the  other  blocks,  and  there  is  no  money  appro- 
priated for  that  land — not  a  single  hal^enny — 
except  a  sum  of  some  £16,000,  which  we  are 
asked  to  vote  this  year.  I  do  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  give  us  some  further  in- 
formation ;  for  absence  of  information  on  that 
point  is  alone  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  refus- 
ing the  provision  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now  asks  us  to  make  for  this  single  year. 
And  then,  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  I  say  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  also — and  he  is  bound,  indeed — to 
give  us  further  information  as  to  how  he  pro- 
poses to  settle  this  land.  I  think  that  the  pro- 
vision which  is  asked  for  roads  and  other  works 
is  totally  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  The 
honourable  gentleman  ought  not  to  raise  the 
hopes  of  this  House  and  the  country  in  the 
way  he  does.  I  am  speaking  of  the  House 
generally,  because  we  in  the  North  know 
better  than  to  suppose  that  when  the  land  is 
purchased  it  is  going  to  provide  ample  revenue 
to  make  the  roads  and  other  things  mentioned 
in  this  clause  5.  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  simply  deceiving  the  House ;    and  I  hope 
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the  House  will  accept  the  altornatiTe  he  gave 
vrben  bo  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  vote  the 
moni^y  we  must  accept  the  responsibility.  We 
are  all  willing  to  take  that  responsibility,  and 
I  hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
throw  it  upon  us. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  am  glad  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  made  this  statement  upon  the 
subject,  for,  at  any  rate,  wc  have  now  aavanced 
a  stage  in  the  matter.  At  an  earlier  period  of 
the  Bill's  hi8tor>-  we  were  told  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  if  we  rejected  his  proposal  to 
aet  aside  jtHK),(XX)  for  tlie  purchase  of  Native 
lands  ho  would  withdraw  the  Bill  altogether. 
Wc  have  advanced  a  stage  bevond  that,  for  he 
told  us  tonight  that  if  the  i:10().0(X)  is  not 
allowed  to  be  taken  from  this  million  loan 
the  money  will  have  to  be  found  from  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Fund.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  state- 
ment ;  but  I  desire  to  take  exception  to  the 
position  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  takes  up, 
that  the  northern  members  will  be  doing  a 
wrong  thing  if  they  do  not  agree  to  this  par- 
ticuhir  proposition  —  that  they  will  have  very 
much  cause  for  regret  hereaft<  r  if  they  do  not 
allow  the  Government  to  folhnv  this  particular 
course.  I  am  quite  sure  that  none  of  the 
northern  members  would  for  a  moment  ob- 
ject to  the  entl(»wment  referred  to  in  clause 
h  of  this  Bill  ;  but  what  they  do  object  to  is 
that  it  should  bo  purchased  by  means  of  a 
loan  which  was  to  l)e  devoted  entirely  to  the 
con.stniftion  of  tlie  railway.  The  clause  before 
us  .states  distinetly  that  the  endowment  is  to 
bo  applied  to  the  making  of  branch  railways, 
tramways,  and  .so  forth,  and  is  to  be  purchased 
out  of  this  loan,  which  by  the  legislation  of  1882 
was  authorized  to  he  raised  for  the  particular 
purpose  of  making  the  railway.  It  was  never 
intended  that  the  money  should  be  applied  to 
such  thing's  as  making  roads  and  branch  rail- 
ways. What  the  House  meant  and  said  was 
that  the  money  was  to  be  applied  to  tiie  con- 
struction of  the  main  line  of  railway  and  no 
other.  This  is  not  a  question,  to  my  mind,  as 
to  whetlier  there  sh(Uild  be  an  endowment,  or 
whether  land  should  be  pureliased  along  the  line 
— I  am  not  prepared  to  dispute  that ;  but  what 
I  say  is  that  it  sliould  not  be  bought  by  money 
intei'.ded  for  another  purpose,  because,  if  you 
take  £1()0,(M)0  for  this  inirpose,  I  see  no  reason 
why  you  should  not  take  half  a  million.  It 
is  wholly  foreign  to  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  would  be  entirely  frustrated  if 
this  were  allowed.  I  feel  sure  of  this:  that,  if 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  comes  down  to  the  House 
and  says  that  hi'  lias  not  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
-eli.isc  of  this  land  alongside  the  main  line  of 
railway,  the  House  will  gladly  vote  suflicient 
money  for  the  purpose.  I  have  a  strong  belief 
that  the  land  should  bo  acquired,  and  that  the 
<jolony  should  derive  the  benefit  from  the  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  land  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  that  the  Treasurer 
would  find  the  House  quite  willing  to  vote  the 
money  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose if  he  would  come  down  and  plainly  say 
that  he  wants  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— When  the  Treasurer  com- 
Jfo/or  Atkinson 


menced  his  speech  just  now  I  was  Teiy 
to  hear  what  he  could  have  to  say  about  & 
arrangement  that  he  proposes.    He  told  ostiat 
we  northern  members  who  objected  to  this  a> 
dowment  should  be  doing  something  thai  w 
sliould  greatly  regret  for  years  to  come,  heetm 
we  should  be  losing  something  that  would  h 
extremely  valuable.     I  think  he  said— if  iHt 
just  now,  it  was  when  we  were  in  Coxmoittee- 
that  in  the  course  of  five  or  ten  years  th«  a- 
dowment  would  be  worth  £50,000  a  year.  Hid 
that  been  true  no  northern  member  would  hm 
been  so  foolish  as  to  oppose  this  proposal:  hoxl 
would  point  out  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  tkit 
his  figures  are  simply  as  absurd  as  it  ispossilNfi 
to  imagine  figures  to  be ;    because  cls&se  i 
actually  says  that,  of  the  hundred  thco^ 
pounds'  worth  of  land  to  be  purchased,  coly  ^ 
per  cent,  is  to  be  set  aside  as  an  endomt^i 
for  the  railway ;  and  to  say  that  2|  per  c&itd  j 
£100,000  is  to  produce  £50,000  a  year  is  t»  ! 
absurd  to  be  credited.     I  have  read  the  ckxst  ; 
time  after  time,  and  there  is  no  getting  vaj  : 
from  it:   because  we  decline  to  sanctiMi-I  i 
hope  the  House  will  decline  to  sanction  it— ti*  ! 
taking  of  £100,000  from  this  loan,  we  are  gdsi!  . 
to  lose  the  magnificent  endowment  of  £30,0tfe 
a  year  ;  and  that  is  to  come  from  £2,500,  beicf 
2^'  per  cent,  on  the  £100,000  which  is  to  be  n.i 
apart  as  an  endowment.     Well,  it  is  a  very 
extraordinarj'  thing 

An  Hon.  Member. — Read  the  5th  clais* 
again. 

Dr.  NEW^IAN.— I  must  say  that  it  came -^ 
me  as  a  revelation  last  year  that  by  a  clause  m 
the  Appropriation  Act  the  GovemmeEt  bad 
been  enabled  to  get  hold  of  this  2vorth  Iskiii 
Trunk  Railway  Loan ;  because  in  the  ytti 
1882  an  Act  was  specially  passed  to  prert-ni 
such  a  thing.  That  such  an  Act  should  b^e 
been  repealed  by  a  single  line  in  the  Appropn*- 
tion  Act  was  a  thing  that  had  never  occuiK'l 
to  me.  Then  the  Treasurer  takes  grt»at  creciJ 
to  himself  for  not  having  floated  this  loan,  and 
for  having  kept  it  intact  so  long.  Butlwicid 
like  to  point  out  that  in  the  Appendix  to  tl:^ 
Journals  of  last  year  it  will  be  seen  thatalmca 
directly  after  the  route  of  the  line  was  decided 
he  wrote  Home  to  the  Loan  Agents— that  va 
in  September,  188-i,  when  it  was  only  posibl* 
to  spend  £20,000  of  the  money  within  theyeir 
— asking  them  when  it  would  be  posjiiWe  to 
float  It ;  and  that  ever  since  then  hehasbetn 
continually  asking  them  when  they  could flcjit 
it.  At  last  the  Loan  Agents  stated  thftttlie 
Bank  of  Kn gland  was  dead  against  it.  andhaJ 
absolutely  refused  to  have  anything  lodowitli 
it.  Then,  the  Treasurer  writes  Home  to  %ay 
that  he  cannot  understand  this  cavilliDg  p:> 
the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England.  So  that  it  i^ 
really  the  r>ank  of  Kngland  that  preTonted  i:?i^ 
loan  from  being  floated.  The  fact  is,  tc»o,  ths*. 
on  the  24th  February  of  this  year  the  Clerk  tn 
the  Executive  Council  actually  signed  an  orier 
authorizing  the  loan  to  be  floated.  TheKfcJf 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  Treasurer  has  bff" 
very  anxious  to  float  this  loan.  I  can  oiily»T 
again  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  no  rea«w 
for  rendering  the  Act  that  we  preyiousljpu^ 
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^ieily  useless.  In  my  opinioii  there  is  no- 
dug  to  justify  clause  5. 
Mr.  TAYLOR. — 1  simply  rise  to  correct  the 
mourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down. 
;  is  clear  to  me  that  he  has  not  read  clause 
at  all,  because  the  2^  per  cent,  mentioned  in 
ause  5  applies  to  charitable  aid  and  purposes 
[  that  character,  the  balance  being  an  endow- 
tent  for  the  railway.  I  certainly  think  thafc, 
ken  honourable  gentlemen  get  up  and  talk  so 
tibly  about  the  *'  absurdity  "  of  the  Treasurer 
i  this,  and  the  "  monstrosity  "  of  that,  they 
lould  at  least  know  what  they  are  talking 
bout.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  waste  of  time 
It  honourable  gentlemen  to  come  here  with 
^ches  which  are  not  according  to  book, 
his  is  simply  what  it  means.  It  is  not  my 
tteution  to  take  up  any  time  discussing  this 
tatter;  but  I  simply  wished  to  correct  the 
onourable  gentleman,  and  prevent  him  making 
nch  misstatements  iu  the  future. 
Mr.  BRUCE.— I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
emarks  in  reference  to  this  measure,  although 
have  very  little  indeed  to  say,  because  I  have 
een  almost  entirely  anticipated  by  the  honour- 
Wy  member  for  Egmont.  The  Treasurer  has 
&id  considerable  stress  upon  an  admitted  ne- 
lessity  for  providing  funds  for  making  roads  in 
he  land  along  the  lino  of  this  railway.  Kow, 
D  the  first  place,  £84,000  of  this  loan  has  been 
Foted  for  roads  in  connection  with  this  line, 
md  it  ought  to  go  far,  if  honestly  spent,  in  con- 
structing roads  alongside  the  railway.  And,  in 
ihe  second  place,  those  who  know  the  character 
)f  this  country  know  that,  after  the  cost  of  sur- 
rey and  reading,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
ierive  any  funds  for  expenditure  on  roads  else- 
iphere  in  less  time,  probably,  than  twenty-one 
rears,  and  we  all  hope  that  long  before  that 
Ume  the  roads  will  have  been  made  and  the 
eoantry  settled  all  along  the  line.  In  reality, 
when  we  analyse  it  in  that  way,  we  see  the 
endowment  will  not  serve  the  purpose  for 
vhich  the  Colonial  Treasurer  assumes  it  will 
be  valuable.  For  that,  and  for  other  reasons 
which  I  have  previously  given,  I  shall  oppose 
this  clause. 

ilr.  MONTGOiyiERY.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words,  but  shall  not  travel  over  the  ground  that 
baa  been  gone  over  already  if  I  can  possibly 
help  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
has  put  the  matter,  I  think,  very  clearly  before 
the  House,  as  far  as  his  statement  went ;  but  I 
think  there  are  two  or  three  points  not  touched 
on.  As  to  the  amount  of  virtue  which  it  re- 
quired to  withstand  the  temptation  of  taking 
inoney  from  that  million  loan  which  was  spe- 
cially devoted  to  a  particular  railway  —  a 
temptation  arising  simply  because  a  mistake 
had  been  made  by  the  Treasurer  himself  in 
patting  it  in  the  schedule  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill— I  think  the  less  said  about  that  the 
bettiir.  It  is  very  apparent  that  an  error  was 
coaimitted  upon  his  part  in  putting  it  there, 
^d  he,  knowmg  afterwards  that  he  could  not 
honestly  devote  it  to  any  other  purpose  than 
■tbat  for  which  it  had  been  voted,  takes  credit 
to  himself  for  not  using  the  money  for  any 
other  purpose.    I  say,  v.'ith  regard  to  the  en- 


dowment, that,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  has  pointed  out,  roads  and  surveys 
will  be  required,  and,  if  we  are  to  understand 
that  this  railway  is  not  to  be  completed  until 
funds  from  that  endowment  are  available  to 
complete  it,  I  do  not  think  that  will  carry  out 
the  intention  of  the  House  when  it  voted  the 
money.  The  impression  was  that  the  railway 
would  cost  a  million  and  a  quarter — and  very 
likely  it  will  cost  a  million  and  a  half — but 
that  the  railway  would  be  of  great  service  to 
the  colony,  because  it  would  open  up  land 
which  has  hitherto  been  closed,  emd  which 
could  not  be  opened  up  without  a  railway,  and 
it  will  be  the  means  of  settling  many  hundreds 
of  people  along  the  line,  and  turning  to  bene- 
ficial use  the  land  now  lying  idle.  But  we 
did  not  anticipate  that  a  single  shilling  from 
this  land  would  come  in  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  which  is  required  to  open  up 
the  country.  Does  the  honourable  member 
know  how  much  has  been  taken  out  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund  for  the  making  of  roads  and 
bridges?  We  have  taken  upwards  of  three 
millions.  How  much  has  come  in  from  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  Provinces  of  Auckland,  Taranaki, 
Hawke's  Bay,  and  Wellington — leaving  out  the 
price  received  for  the  sale  of  confiscated  land 
in  TarauEkki — since  1879?  Why,  honourable 
gentlemen  would  be  perfectly  astonished  to 
find  that  it  does  not  come  to  .£300,000.  And 
do  honourable  gentlemen  know  that  we  have 
spent  a  million  already  in  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands?  When  we  consider  how  much  it 
has  cost  to  survey  the  land,  how  much  to  make 
roads — no  doubt  there  is  a  quantity  of  land 
not  yet  sold — but  when  wo  see  how  much  it 
has  cost  to  do  these  things,  and  how  slowly  the 
money  is  coming  in  now,  and  how  very  slowly, 
in  all  probability,  it  will  come  in  for  years  to 
come,  it  must  be  a  settled  conviction  on  the 
part  of  members  that  it  is  not  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  raised  from  this  land  which  is  our 
object.  Our  object  is  the  settling  of  people  on 
the  land  ;  and,  when  we  consider  that,  how  can 
we  think  of  setting  apart  this  land  as  an  en- 
dowment for  that  railway,  and  expect  to  get 
any  funds  from  the  endowment  to  make  the 
railway?  We  voted  a  million  of  money  for 
that  railway,  and  for  nothing  else ;  and,  if  we 
are  to  preserve  our  honesty  of  purpose,  we 
should  not  take  a  single  shilling  of  it  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
buy  that  land  along  the  line  of  railway,  let  us 
vote  money  for  it.  We  shall  have  to  do  that 
or  else  take  it  out  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan,  and  then  have  to  borrow  more  money 
to  finish  the  line,  and  so  pay  back  the  money 
taken  from  it.  Let  us,  straightforwardly, 
without  any  shuffling  in  the  matter,  borrow 
the  money  that  is  necessary  to  purchase  these 
Native  lands  along  the  line ;  and  let  us,  in 
order  to  make  these  lands  available,  borrow 
more  money,  if  necessar}*,  to  make  roods,  so  as 
to  settle  people  upon  the  land.  Let  us  do  it 
wisely  and  carefully,  and  as  to  the  proceeds 
from  that  land,  whatever  they  may  be,  let  them 
come  into  the  general  fund  the  same  as  the 
Land  Fund  at  the  present  time.    I  hope  wo 
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i.^1  E.'-i  '.^  «»i*'-..-*>-.rt  M  A  precedent,  br  car 
ft<:t.'.n  L«re  tc-r.  «:;.t.  iaas  we  rAC  tAke  isk:c«t 
Ir.n:  :*".«  y^r:^-i*.\  f,r  wr^ti  :;  fc&^  beeti  Tct«d 
ftcl  :-•.  >:  ::  t-  -  :..-  i-rp-*  »^-^  .^  esAea- 
tiA.>  r:-;: — -.^  .r.  .:%  c  .:  .-t.  foe  anj  prs£t 
it  «..i  tK  to  tx.*-  c  .  ;.T.  I  »r.jui  rcta  aAinss 
••i'A*'.r.i.'.»i  ..Si  <-f  c.A'^*c  4,  •t.ich.  of  coOTbe, 
w».,  in«'An  ir.\t  r.^.^r  '*  *r.- --i  ccis*  out; 
^nJ  I  ir-»:  f.-  H  .-<  «..!  ir.r^w  it  c^t ;  ftcd 
jf  ire  Tr'-v-^.-'f  i^^*  r. .;  f.  :  tLe  Etn'T,  and 
I*  i..e  to  »^.T»  ;..•:  H.-*t  tcjti  t£,e  j^-mImXO 
ir,  n^.'i  for  ^•r.'.-^l  p-^-  *<*  i*  ^i"*  «c:agn — 
tr*^  L,',T*'yiTh,'  K  iL»r:.L-r  f:r  Kjn::r.i  s\v»  thmt 
i:  ;*  ri'.r.-*.!.*:*  r:— <T  if  1:.*^  H  :s*;  thiiJa  the 
w:.  ;••  fA  the  £.-.j't«f>  f»^  ^:  i  be  ii'V-t«rJ  to 
g'  r.'  r»l  J-  irj-"  *.  i:.»  r»  ]et  :..in  c.:me  Cown  w;th 
a  til**..  L  jj.  h....  if  r.cc»>*Arv.  I  sav  I«t  him 
'io  if.at  m  A  »trA;.j:.ti'  rwari  manner.  I  do 
not  *iv  I  will  tL^TKf:  lo  T  .u-  f-  r  that  bill,  but  I 
fcav  It  wr,u.  i  li^i  tr.e  *tra:t:  :f'rward  ccurse, 
a:,  i  f.  it  Lf  -:  :!i  ra:*  -r  .i^  it  in  thAt  way 
tr  in  :n  tLis,  wh.'...  I  tMi.k.  is  n«:ither  po!:ti- 
Ca-.v  fj.ir.  nor  p  r  M^.  Ic.  Lor  sat»sf.ict.  ry  to  the 
col  riv.  I  ti.ink  ti.at  out  of  that  £r^Ji\OuO,  if 
w«  arc  g  .r.j;  to  taf-er  off,  we  shall  be  able  to 
V*:t  1'Kjj.««iij  to  piVcha'i^  Native  land,  by  re- 
du'-  .r.;.»  if.e  C'»tJmat»'S  :  but,  :f  the  H^-iis^  d»_ci.iej 
t'W^  tv  ".  ii.onvv  for  the  p;;rp^«^,  let  it  bcrrcw 
Btr^i,:Mf  i\sarJ!y,  and  Itt  u«»  k^-ep  the  million 
\'t\.*- 1  for  that  rall^Kay  for  ths  purpcM;  for  which 
It  waaautiiorizfd. 

Mr.  MACAKTHUR.  — The  Colonial  Trea- 
Brirr-r  just  now  tr-A  gp-at  credit  to  himsi-li  for 
hav.n^  incurred  responsibility  in  not  allowing 
the  Nortli  L-.ia.nd  Trunk  Loan  to  be  diverted 
from  11-.  proper  purj,ose.  A  late  repentance  is 
Ixtter  than  none,  but  we  know  that  the  Trea- 
surer was  the  one  who  prop<^sed  to  divert  it 
from  it-i  prop-r  piirp- >•.<',  in  a  teli-pram  \%V.ich 
he  M-nt  to  the  .Xuckhind  Cliamber  of  Com- 
m'-rre.  In  n  gard  to  tiie  expre&hion  that  *'  he 
had  ii.f.-urred  great  r««<jK^»nsiiniity  in  not  allow- 
ing tin  loan  to  be  diverted,"  who  proposed  to 
hO  divi  rt  it  except  himself?  Is  that  one  of 
the  inniierouH  contests  that  have  taken  place 
hotwer  II  himself  and  the  Premier? — becaii»ie 
the  Premier  also  proposed  to  divert  it.  Did 
ho  inrur  great  rtspon^jiiility  by  preventing  the 
T*rerni».r  divertinK  it  from  its  proper  purpose  ? 
The  Premier,  in  Otap^o,  I  think  it  was,  stated — 

"  The  carrying  of  the  motion  meant  this :  We 
did  not  need  any  loan ;  we  had  got  authority 
to  rai->e  one  million  for  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  and  of  course,  if  we  arc  hard  up  for 
money,  the  money  is  there.  It  will  be  very 
hard  for  the  North  Island  people  if  the  money 
for  their  trunk  railway  is  taken  for  general 
purposes;  but  we  cannot  help  that." 

'J'ho  Treasurer  was  then  in  accord  with  him, 
for  he  said, — 

*'  Kxpenditurc  according  to  law  will  proceed, 
and  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  trunk  lino 
loan  will  como  into  use.  Members  who  voted 
for  Captain  Russell's  motion  were  determined 
not  to  sanction  a  new  loan,  and  they  must 
have  had  intelligence  enough  to  know  that,  as 
there  was  no  provision  for  defence  and  other 
purposes  in  other  loans,  that  expenditure  would 
come  out  of  the  only  unexpended  loan  until 
Mr.  yi-ntroviery 


'  further  proriBoa  wmk  nude.  We  wiiM  t» 
r.sh  Gc  the  N:rth  Isbuid  Tmnk  BuHif  • 
nkf'.r.r  MB  pos^^ble:    mad  what  object  eorii 

cc: kt%  have  haJ  in  stoppiiig  it  aiid  Rfaai| 

x^er  IcACs.  ej.*.K  TA  to  uae  the  trunk  line  ktt 
for  dtiencK  az-A  other  prnpcaes  ?** 

HoveTer.  the  Tmasorer  tells  na  to-m^te 
he  ha«  repcct'-i  of  hit  intfiitiotw,  and*  iceod- 
ing  to  ki5  sLat«rment,  he  eridentlT  hadaeiD- 
test  with  the  Premier  bo  as  to  prevent  the  ka 
Deiiu  djven«-i,  ani  now  he  proposes  to  tie  1 1 
:ip  fcr  the  p  ^«^cs  designated  in  the  Bill ;  M 
there  U  n'-'tl.!"  c  here  to  show  that  he  thab 
;  of  tying  is  up  f  t  the  pnrpose  foe  which  it  i» 
j  aivavs  int^n  :-d  tt  should  be  appropiiated, ail 
I  which  was  in:ende.i  when  the  Thiee-nilliflt 
,  Loan  ani  the  North  Island  Tnmk  Losn  voi 
authorized.  Wh&t  does  the  Bill  do?  Docs  it 
tie  It  up  fcr  that  purpose  ?  Not  a  bit  Tk 
railwmj  comes  in  here  and  there,  but  then  in 
to  be  a  great  many  other  purposes  to  which 
the  money  is  to  be  applied  just  as  mocfa  ift 
to  the  railwav  it<elf. 
An  Hon.  Member. — Only  one  other. 
Mr.  MACARTHL'B.— I  think  I  shall  pjiat 
out  two  or  three  others  it  the  honoorabli 
gentleman  wiii  allow  me  to  finish.  He  mB 
be  able  to  reply  to  me  when  I  have  dona. 
In  subsection  i2»  there  are  the  words, ''sB 
other  costs  incidental  to  the  constmction  d 
the  same" — that  is,  to  the  oonstnction of tb 
main  trunk  railway.  Now,  that  is  a  wide  ex- 
pression, and,  judging  from  what  has  been  doe 
by  the  Government  during  the  last  yesi» 
"  costs  incidental  to  the  construction  of  sn2- 
way"  is  liable  to  Tarious  interpretations.  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over  again  ^hti 
has  been  gone  over  very  frequently  dniing  the 
session,  in  order  to  show  what  these  incidenak 
may  be  thought  to  be  by  the  Goveroicat 
Honourable  members  must  know  that  majey 
has  been  spent  on  a  great  many  things  nofi  U 
all  incidental  to  the  construction  of  thciailwj 
in  any  proper  interpretation  of  the  term:  m 
fact,  the  Public  Works  Statement  and  lho» 
pretty  pictures  at  the  end  of  it  show  that  monff 
has  been  spent  for  purposes  Parliament  nerer 
intended  it  for.  Then,  we  have  th€  cort  d 
rolling-stock  and  other  necessary  equipment* 
the  railway.  Now  we  are  taking  over  a  wiy 
large  quantity  of  rolling-stock  from  theGoveo- 
ment  —  the  (ioveniment  is  practically  s«I^ 
that  rolling-stock  to  the  North  Island  Tim 
Loem,  and  applying  the  money  that  rolliBg- 
stock  costs  to  general  purposes ;  and,  so  » 
as  any  money  is  allocated  for  that  particalu 
purpose,  it  certainly  is  going  to  be  spent  te 
general  purposes,  and  not  in  the  constructioj 
of  the  railway.  Of  course,  in  the  matter « 
the  purchase  of  Native  land  a  clear  ^1^^ 
goes  in  a  direction  never  contemplateJ.  X« 
North  Island  members  do  not  ask  for  il 
and  it  will  never  carry  out  the  object  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  professes  it  will.  1^ 
the  debate  before  the  adjournment  to-night  I 
pointed  out  that  the  transactions  in  Cio^ 
lands  have  not  been  of  such  a  profitable 
character  as  to  lead  the  North  Island  meo- 
hers  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Govemmtf* 
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ah.  any  amount  of  gratitude.  I  feel  suze 
e  Oovemment  will  administer  these  lands  as 
ey  do  the  Grown  lands,  and,  if  they  cannot 
aka  a  profit  out  of  the  administration  of 
e  Crown  lands,  administration  rather  lead- 
g  to  a  deficit,  the  same  thing  will  apply 
these  lands  along  that  North  Island  Trunk 
le  still  more  forcibly,  because,  from  my  know- 
dge  of  the  country,  and  from  the  evidence 
ven  in  1884  before  the  Committee  on  the 
orih  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway,  we  know 
tat  these  lands  are  not  up  to  the  average  of 
nd  throughout  the  whole  colony,  but  that 
key  are  much  below  the  average.  There  is  a 
»at  deal  of  pumice-land  along  that  line,  and 
e  have  it  upon  good  authority  that  the  land 
le  purchase  of  which  is  now  being  negotiated 
I  of  an  inferior  character.  Therefore  we  have 
Ason  to  conclude  that  any  transactions  that 
hke  place  in  land  along  that  line  will  not  be 
I  a  profitable  character,  and,  instead  of  its 
eing  a  princely  endowment,  it  will  mean  that 
be  monej  that  will  be  taken  out  of  that  loan 
9  buy  land  will  never  be  recouped  to  the  loan 
ffcerwards.  Now,  I  think  I  have  shown  two 
r  three  purposes  foreign  to  the  object  for 
rhich  the  lean  is  authorized,  and  I  wonder 
7  what  process  of  reasoning  the  Treasurer 
nives  at*  the  conclusion  that  hospitals  and 
iharitablo  aid  are  a  fit  subject  for  which  to  ap- 
Mtopriate  a  loan  authorized  for  railway  purposes, 
it  is  a  very  small  percejitage  ;  but,  then,  that 
I)  per  cent,  has  no  right  to  be  spent  for  that 
>DJect.  If  we  want  to  endow  the  hospitals  of 
Ihe  country,  let  us  buy  up  land  and  endow 
iihem,  but  do  not  let  us  be  asked  to  take  money 
BOt  of  this  special  loan  for  that  purpose.  Then 
ve  find  that  the  remainder,  or  97|  per  cent., 
■nay  be  spent  on  the  construction  of  the  main 
tmnk  railway,  branch  railways,  tramways,  and 
Koads  connected  therewith.  I  venture  to  say 
&at,  when  the  Parliament  of  1882  authorized 
a  million  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway,  it  was  never  con  tem- 
pted that  any  of  that  money  should  be  spent 
«&  roads,  tramways,  or  branch-lines  in  connec- 
iion  witli  it ;  and  this  is,  I  maintain,  a  misap- 
piopriation  of  the  money  authorized  to  be 
nised  by  Uiat  loan.  I  shall  oppose  that,  and  I 
believe  the  North  Island  members  will  oppose 
subsection  (5)  of  clause  4,  and  also  the  whole  of 
^buise  5.  I  feel  that  I  should  not  be  doing  my 
duty  to  my  constituents,  who  are  interested  in 
this  railway,  or  to  the  colony  as  a  whole,  if  I 
did  not  oppose  that  clause,  which  proposes  to 
divert  this  money  to  purposes  altogether  foreign 
to  lailway  construction. 

,  Mr,  SUTTER.— I  understood  that  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  we  were  to  report  this  de- 
bate in  Committee.  That  was  the  object  in 
leportiiig  progress ;  and  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  think  about  that,  and  not  waste  the 
tune  of  the  House.  I  trust  the  speaking  will 
now  come  to  an  end,  and  that  we  shall  come  to 
^decision  whether  we  are  going  to  report  the 
fliacnssion  in  Committee  or  not.  Honourable 
nembersnear  their  homes,  and  who  can  go  and 
^0  through  the  session,  ought  not  to  take  up 
^time  of  the  House  speaking  to  the  electors 


on  going  into  Committee.  If  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee it  will  all  be  spoken  over  again,  and  we 
have  now  wasted  two  houm,  whether  we  go 
into  Committee  or  not. 

lit.  KERR.— I  should  think  the  North  Island 
members  have  had  enough  talking.  This  de- 
bate has,  I  think,  now  been  going  on  for  nine 
days.  Honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  said  very  little.  The  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  commenced  by  asking,  if 
the  £100,000  for  land-piirchase  was  taken  out  of 
the  million  loan  for  the  North  Island  Railway, 
what  would  be  done  with  the  £800,000  to  be 
voted  for  public  works  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  the  House  that  there  was  not 
a  farthing  of  that  £800,000  in  existence,  and 
now  he  says  he  is  quite  willing  to  take  that 
£800,000  to  buy  this  land  along  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  line.  He  does  not  care 
about  the  South  Island.  As  long  as  he  can 
rob  the  South  Island  and  take  the  money  to 
the  North  Island  he  does  not  care  what  hap- 
pens. It  is  well  known  that,  in  1888,  when 
the  Three-million  Loan  was  borrowed,  that 
also  was  ear-marked.  I  remember  looking  for- 
ward to  having  some  of  that  money  to  make 
the  line  from  Belgrove  to  ihe  Coast.  Of  that 
loan,  .^40,000  was  set  apart  for  this  railway, 
and  03  ly  £14,000  was  spent  by  the  honourable 
member's  Government.  What  did  he  do  with 
the  balance?  I  will  guarantee  that  it  was 
not  spent  in  the  South  Island.  It  was  spent 
in  this  Island,  and  a  portion  of  it  in  Tara- 
naki.  In  Taranaki  railways  apparently  exist 
only  to  take  the  honourable  gentleman  back- 
ward and  forward  to  and  from  his  constituents ; 
the  lines  there  carry  nothing.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  said  the  North  Island  members 
would  rise  above  taking  the  land  endowment. 
He  knows  very  well  that  on  the  land  sold  in  the 
North  Island  there  is  a  loss  to  the  colony  of 
from  25  to  50  per  cent.  In  other  words,  if  an 
acre  of  land  is  sold  for  £1,  the  colony  loses  10s. 
by  it.  It  takes  more  to  survey  and  road  the 
land  than  the  land  is  worth.  They  do  not  want 
the  land  to  pay.  They  know  very  well  that 
they  have  got  a  good  mUchcow  in  the  South 
Island,  and  they  know  that  if  the  sale  of  land 
pays  there  they  will  get  their  share  of  the 
money.  The  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to 
say  that  there  are  some  members  in  this  House 
who  look  on  everything  he  says  as  being  dic- 
tated by  selfish  motives.  I  suppose  he  was  re- 
ferring to  members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  present  Government  are  doing  their  best  to 
do  what  is  fair  and  honest  to  the  country.  I 
have  a  good  right,  to  speak  on  this  occasion,  be- 
•  ause  the  present  Government  have  never  spent 
.u  single  shilling  in  the  district  I  come  from. 
A  small  sum  was  put  down  for  Marlborough 
and  the  West  Coast,  but  the  North  Island  and 
Otago  members  joined,  and  crushed  ^e  weak ; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  they  will  be  sorry 
for  it.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The  day 
will  come  when  we  will  help  ourselves.  Very 
little  money  was  spent  in  the  provincial  district 
from  which  I  come,  and  people  asked  what  was 
the  matter ;  and  it  was  always  said,  "  You 
cannot  expect  anything  else  as  long  as  the 
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honourable  member  for  Egmont  is  at  the  head 
of  aflairs ;"  and  tlio  people  sent  me  here  for 
the  express  purpose  of  supporting  this  Oovem- 
ment,  because  this  Government  has  dealt  fairly 
with  the  country  as  a  whole.  In  Taronaki  they 
got  25  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund  to  help  to 
make  a  harbour,  and  they  have  paid  their  own 
debts  with  the  money  ;  they  have  actually  paid 
their  rates  with  it,  and  £100,000  of  this  money 
is  all  but  gone. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  think  the  honourable 
member  is  going  away  from  the  question. 

Mr.  KEHH. — I  will  come  back  to  it  again. 
At  the  time  Parliament  voted  this  money  the 
Province  of  Taranaki  was  small  indeed;  but, 
since  that  time,  its  population  has  increased 
tenfold.  WcH  may  we  ask,  **  How  is  it  that 
the  Taranaki  harbour  works  come  to  be  so 
specially  favoured  in  the  matter  of  land-en- 
dowment ?  '•  OS  I  feel  Rure  that,  when  the  Bill 
was  under  the  consideration  of  this  House,  it 
was  never  intended  that  that  part  of  the  colony 
should  be  so  exceptionally  treated  by  granting 
it  25  per  cent,  of  the  groHS  proceeds  of  lana 
sold  within  such  a  wide  area  of  country  in  aid 
of  the  construction,  of  its  harbour  works.  The 
present  (Tovomment  should  at  once  step  in 
and  protect  the  other  parts  of  the  colony  from 
such  an  act  of  injustice  being  perpetrated ; 
and  the  members  of  this  House,  too,  should 
also  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  insist  that  this 
wasteful  expenditure  shall  cease,  and  that 
the  taxpayers  of  New  Zealand  shall  not  be 
robbed  by  the  further  appropriation  of  the 
Taranaki  Laud  Fund  for  the  extension  of  these 
works.  I  well  remember  when  the  first  throe- 
million  loan  was  raised  for  war  expenditure 
in  Taranaki.  It  was  well  understood  that  the 
proceeds  arising  from  all  sales  of  confiscated 
land  were  to  be  applied  in  liquidation  of  that 
loan.  But  what  has  been  done,  Sir?  The 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  and  his  Go- 
vernment have  robbed  the  Middle  Island  of  the 
most  of  that  loan,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
the  taxpayers  of  the  South  Island  had  to  bear 
the  most  of  the  burden,  and  more  particularly 
the  Province  of  Nelson.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  people  of  Nelson  received  the  panic- 
stricken  settlers  of  Taranaki  with  open  arms, 
and  that  they  received  the  greatest  hospitality 
at  a  critical  time,  fleeing  as  they  were  from  the 
ravages  of  a  disastrous  Maori  war,  and  when 
they  were  not  in  a  position  to  help  themselves. 
Now,  Sir,  how  has  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  repaid  Nelson  for  her  noble  treatment 
towards  the  settlers  of  Taranaki?  Why,  by 
putting  sums  on  the  estimates  from  year  to 
year  for  the  construction  of  railways  and  roads, 
and  failing  to  expend  the  moneys  voted  by 
Parliament  in  favour  of  these  much-required 
works.  And  where,  may  I  ask,  was  the  money 
that  was  voted  in  favour  of  Nelson  expended  ? 
Why,  in  New  Plymouth  and  its  surroundings. 
The  honourable  member  for  Egmont  did  every- 
thing in  his  power,  both  this  year  and  last 
year,  to  defeat  our  efforts  in  getting  the  East 
and  West  Coast  Railway,  and  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  people  of  Nel- 
•«on  will  remember  all  this.  But  the  honour- 
Mr.K»r 


able  member  for  Egmont  is  not  even  sstisfii 
to  let  the  injustice  which  he  has  inflicted  vpi 
Nelson  rest  there,  but  he  has  the  aadidt; 
ask  this  Honse  to  farther  injore  Neks  u 
Marlborough  by  voting  £100,000  for  the  pc 
chase  of  Native  lands  for  the  constnictiaa 
the  North  Island  Main  Tnmk  Baflmj.  Ti 
honoorable  member  for   Akazoa  sud  that 
million  of  money  was  apent  on  Native  In 
before,  and  that  very  little  was  got  back 
return.    Of  oooxse  it  returns  Uttle  iriiea  i 
land  ifl  bought  in  the  honourable  genUemii 
district.    In  the  Local  Bills  Gommifetee  i 
other  day  the  Surveyor-General  said  that  < 
every  acre  of  land  sold  in  Taranaki  there  m 
loss  to  the  country  of  10s.    That  pFovioce  itiB ' 
has  that  25  per  cent.,  which,  I  say,  bekogi  to 
the  col(»y.    Will  the  honourable  genkl^Dii 
give  that  up  ?    The  honourable  member  ior 
Akaroa  spoke  in  his  usual  manner.   I  ^aat 
what  that  honourable  gentleman  wants.  H» 
would  not  care  if  ten  millions  of  monej  lo 
borrowed,  so  long  as  he  was  TroiisTirer.   Tb 
honourable  gentleman  now  wants  to  get  thi 
Government  into  a  net,  so  that  he  may  poll  thi 
top-string.    I  do  not  think  the  Treasnzer  viB 
be  caught    like    that.    Honourable  membs 
know  that  the  Treasurer  does  not  hear  wei!, 
or  they  would  not  dare  to  say  what  tbey  d» 
about  him.    The  Treasurer  is  trying  to  ux 
faithfully  and  honestly,  but  honoumble  mea- 
hers  will  not  let  him.    I  do  not  knov  wfaift 
this  **  oar-marking  *'  means,  but  I  sappose  tiv 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  wants  to  fix 
the  Treasurer  so  that  he  cannot  spend  a» 
farthing  of  that  money  on  anything  else  boi 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line.    ThcsUte- 
ment  of  the  honourable  gentleman  aboat  tk 
Otago  Central  was  only  made  to  get  support® 
round  him.    I  am  sure  the  North  Islsiid  vmO' 
bers  will  feel,  some  day,  that  they  haw  doae 
Ohristchurch,  Nelson,  and  Westland  an  injury; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  we  shall  be  abk  » 
help  ourselves  and  make  our  own  railways,  m 
they  will  pay  better  interest  than  the  Tw- 
naki  lines  do.    It  has  been  stated  from  ti» 
first   that    it   was   a   premeditated  aSair  6> 
cut  ofi  the  weak  parts  and  get  the  wssxf 
to  buy  the  Middle  Island  Railway.   As  kog 
as  they  get  the  money  they  do  not  c*'^^ 
straw  about  anything  eUe.    That  any  "i*  !™* 
call  themselves  men  can  come  on  the  do* 
of  this  House  and  attack  the  Colonial 'b^^ 
surer  as  they  do  astonishes  me.    They  w 
him  in  a  most  disrespectful  manner,  and  I  «& 
tell  them  that  if  I  were  capable  of  takisg  a 
seat  on  those  benches  they  would  not  tieat  at 
like  that.    They  do  not  dare  to  attack  otbff 
Ministers ;  but,  simply  because  the  Tre^oier 
is  not  in  a  condition  to  take  his  ovn  pi^ 
they  attack  him,  both  inside  and  outside  tv 
House,  in  a  most  shameful  manner.   It  isja^ 
because  they  want  to  get  his  seat,  and  I  Teiitoi 
to  say  that  if  he  were  to  go  to  England  to-in*- 
row  there  is  not  a  member  on  the  Opposio* 
benches  who  would  not  be  very  glad  to  take  to 
position ;  but  I  trust  he  will  sit  where  he  is  w 
a  long  time,  and  keep  them  in  ^^^^ 
position.    I  may  say  th&t  during  the  nee»^ 


886.]    North  Island  Main  Trunk    [HOUSE.] 


Baikcay  Loan  Bill. 


423 


rout  through  the  country  from  one  end  to  the 
iher,  and  the  peoplo  everywhere,  both  north 
lid  south,  candidly  told  me,  "  We  have  an 
looest  Government  in  office  now,  and  we  want 
0  keep  them  there,  for  we  have  had  enough  of 
he  others."  I  hope  we  shall  go  into  Committee 
in  this  Bill  and  get  through  with  it. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND,— I  shall  not  follow 
D  the  line  of  the  last  speaker,  but  want  to 
!omo  directly  to  business.  I  am  one  of  those 
rho  have  always  wished  to  see  this  loan  placed 
may  from  the  hands  of  Ministers.  I  believed 
iii&t  we  had  done  so,  and  when  I  heard  that 
;ho  Government  were  going  to  take  some  of  the 
oan  T  was  very  much  astonished.  I  will  read 
i  few  words  from  the  Act  which  was  pckssed  in 
1882.    The  title  of  that  Act  is,— 

"An  Act  to  authorize  the  Borrowing  and 
Raising  of  ^toney  to  continue  the  Construc- 
^on  of  the  Main  Trunk  liailway  of  the  North 
Island." 

Then  comes  the  preamble, — 

**  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  construc- 
tion  of  the  main  trunk  railway  of  the  North 
bland  should  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as 
(»rcamstances  will  permit :  And  whereas  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  carr>'inp^  on  the  exten- 
sion from  Awamutu  may  bo  shortly  removed, 
nod  it  is  expedient  that  money,  as  required, 
should  be  available  for  such  construction.  " 

Wo  then  have  the  enacting  clause,  which  is 
clause  8,  and  which  says, — 

'*Such  agents  shall  have  full  power  and 
acthority  to  borrow  and  raise,  in  Great  Britain 
or  elsewhere,  by  bonds,  debentures,  scrip,  or 
otherwise,  such  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding 
one  million  pounds  sterling  in  the  whole,  as 
the  Governor  in  Council  may  from  time  to  time 
or  at  any  time  direct  and  determine,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  constructing  the  said  main  trunk 
railway,  or  the  payment  or  repurchase  of  short- 
dated  debentures  issued  under  this  Act." 

Kow,  the  only  purpose  for  which  we  were  to 
borrow  that  money  was  to  construct  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway,  and,  if  it  was  not  tied 
up  sufficiently  by  that  Act,  I  fail  to  see  that  it 
«ill  be  any  more  tied  up  by  the  Bill  which  is 
fiow  before  us.  I  will  read  how  we  are  going 
to  tie  it  up.    The  preamble  says, — 

"  Whereas  by  *  The  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
JUilway  Lfoan  Act,  1882,'  it  was  provided  that 
tl:e  Government  should  raise  a  loan  not  exceed- 
ing one  million  pounds  sterling  in  amount  for 
the  construction  of  the  main  trunk  railway 
of  the  Northern  Island,  and  it  is  expedient  to 
make  farther  provision  for  limiting  the  appli- 
cation of  the  moneys  so  to  be  raised." 

Then  we  go  on  to  enact, — 

"  AU  moneys  borrowed  under  the  authority 
of  the  said  Act  shall  bo  carried  to  a  separate 
account  in  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  railway,  in  such  amounts  and 
within  such  periods  only  as  shall  be  provided  by 
any  Act  or  Acts  to  be  passed  by  the  General 
Aasembly  appropriating  the  said  moneys ;  and 
it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  recommend  to 
■Parliament  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of 


the  moneys  so  authorized  to  bo  borrowed  to 
any  other  purpose  than  the  construction  of  the 
said  railway  as  defined  by  this  Act." 

I  imagine  that  we  can  come  down  next  ses- 
sion and  repeal  this  Bill  just  as  ea.sily  as  we 
could  the  Act  of  1882.  But  it  is  not  tied  down 
at  all,  for  the  Bill  only  provides  that  the  money 
shall  be  carried  to  a  certain  account,  and, 
just  as  the  Treasurer  operated  on  the  general 
account  last  year,  so  will  he  be  able  to  operate 
upon  this.  I  see  also  in  this  Bill  something 
which  gives  him  power  to  take  away  a  large 
amount  of  money  from  the  purpose  for  which 
the  original  Act  was  passed.  We  have,  to  begin 
with,  "  the  oost  of  determining  and  surveying 
the  line  of  the  railway."  It  is  very  well  known 
that  the  cost  of  surveying  will  be  very  heavy^ 
and  it  was  always  understood  that  that  cost  was 
not  to  be  taken  from  the  amount  to  be  devoted 
to  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  cost  of  con- 
structing the  line  was  estimated  at  £1,350,000» 
and  we  may  put  down  the  cost  of  surveys  at 
£20,000.  Then  we  have,  No.  2,  "  all  other  costs 
incidental  to  the  construction  of  the  same."  I 
suppose  that  means  such  things  as  the  snagging 
of  the  Wejiganui  River;  so  I  think  we  may 
safely  put  that  down  at  £30,000.  The  Minister 
for  Public  Works  makes  a  jeering  expression ; 
but  I  can  tell  him  that  I  have  not  such  im- 
plicit faith  in  him  or  any  of  the  Ministry  that 
I  would  take  his  denial  for  more  than  it  is 
worth,  and  I  am  sure  we  may  put  those  items 
down  at  £50,000.  We  have,  next.  No.  8, "  cost 
of  rolling-stock  and  other  necessary  equipment 
of  the  railway."  That  was  not  included  in 
the  estimate,  and  I  think  we  may  put  it  down 
at  £100,000.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
laughs  again ;  but  I  fancy  it  is  because  he 
is  not  very  well  pleased  at  these  things 
coming  out.  Then,  No.  4,  "the  cost  of  ac- 
quiring Native  or  other  land  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  same."  That  was  not  put  in 
the  loan,  and  we  did  not  say  anything  about  it» 
because  we  thought  the  land  was  to  be  given 
to  us.  Then,  No.  6,  '*  the  cost,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  of 
acquiring  Native  or  other  lands  lying  within 
the  boundaries  described  in  the  schedule  to 
*  The  Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Act, 
1884;'"  and  No.  6,  "the  oost  of  raising  the 
loan."  These  will  in  all  amount  to  £800,000 ; 
so  that  this  is  a  Bill  to  take  £300,000  from  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  and  spend  it  on 
other  purposes.  We  cannot  get  away  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  Bill  to  take  that  money  away^ 
and  when  we  have  passed  it  the  Treasurer  can 
laugh  in  his  sleeve,  and  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  oan  again  moke  the  peculiar  expression 
of  surprise  which  ho  made  just  now.  I  warn 
the  House  and  the  country  that  that  is  what 
we  are  doing.  We  talk  of  *•  ear-marking"  the 
loan,  but  this  Bill  is  just  cutting  it  in  two — 
cutting  off  its  head ;  and,  by-and-by,  we  shall 
find  that,  by  the  natural  process  of  events  that 
are  going  on  now,  another  £100,000  or  so  will 
be  taken,  and  we  shall  be  left  with  about  half 
a  million  to  construct  a  railway  which  is  esti 
mated  to  cost  £1,850,000.  And  then,  in  the 
dark  days  which  are  coming,  when  we  ahaU 
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have  about  a  quarter  of  the  railway  completed, 
\ro  can  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  days 
when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  sat  upon  those 
benches,  and  I  am  sure  the  whole  country  will 
k'cl  proud  of  him. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  will  begin  by  compli- 
menting the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa, 
who  has  come  down  to-night  with  a  great  bor- 
rowing policy  —  a  great  advance  on  the  sen- 
timents which  he  has  previously  uttered  in 
this  House.  If  I  understand  him  rightly, 
he  thinks  we  should  borrow,  without  limit, 
whatever  may  be  reiiuiri'd  for  tlic  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  and  for  opening  up  roads  for  the 
purpose  of  settlonient.  1  believe  the  honourable 
member  will  come  to  borrowing  for  railways,  in 
time.  I  can  understand  the  objection  of  that 
honourable  gentlemem  or  of  any  other  honour- 
able member  from  the  ^liddle  Island  to  this 
proposal,  because  they  might  fairly  say  it  is  a 
new  departure ;  but  my  difficulty  is  to  under- 
stand the  objection  of  honourable  members 
whose  interests  and  the  interests  of  whose  con- 
stituents will  be  benefited  by  the  proposal  in 
question.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  if  the  word 
**  bosh  "  be  a  parliamentary  term,  that  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  those  honourable  gentlemen 
to  the  taking  of  this  land  can  only  be  denomi- 
nated by  that  short  word  of  four  letters.  There 
is  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  for  in- 
stance, who  is  always  so  reluctant  to  ask  for 
anything  for  his  part  of  the  world.  If  wo  were 
to  offer  him  this  land  as  an  endowment,  say,  for 
the  Patea  Harbour,  would  he  refuse  it?  Was 
he  reluctant  to  take  the  25  per  cent,  of  the 
Land  I-'und  of  Tnranaki  for  the  construction  of 
the  New  Plyuiouth  Harbour  ?  That  honourable 
gentleman  no  doubt  is  an  exception ;  but,  as 
far  as  1  know,  tliree  out  of  four  members  of  this 
House  are  constantly  coming  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  asking  them  for  endowments  for 
various  purposes.  It  is  absurd  that  these 
honourable  gentleman  should  object  to  taking 
land  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  railway  to 
create  a  trunk  communication  from  one  end 
of  the  Island  to  the  other.  The  honourable 
member  for  Newton  has  fallen  into  a  trap. 
He  thinks  he  is  going  with  the  stream  when 
he  raises  the  objection ;  but  I  tell  him  the 
day  will  come,  and  is  not  far  distant,  when  he 
will  find  that  the  opposition  he  is  making  to 
this  magnificent  endowment  will  be  regarded 
as  mere  folly. 

Mr.  PEACOCK— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  explain?  I  distinctly  dis- 
claimed any  objection  to  an  endowment  for 
this  purpose  ;  I  did  not  dispute  the  desirability 
of  making  such  an  endowment ;  but  I  objected 
to  taking  part  of  the  million  loan  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
must  make  the  best  of  his  belief,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  prejudice  him;  therefore  let  that  go. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says  the  endow- 
ment is  not  tight  enough.  I  say,  if  there  is 
any  way  to  make  it  tighter  and  more  precise 
I  am  willing  to  accept  it.  The  intention  is 
to  apply  that  land  unreservedly  to  works  for 
that  great  railway,  and  for  opening  up  land 
Afr.  W,  F,  Buckland 


adjacent  to  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  msde  ti^ 
enough  now,  make  it  tighter.  Then,  the  fiaqaal 
member  for  Thomdon  sees  in  the  Bill  no  » 
dowment  for  the  railway  except  to  the  exkclei 
2^  per  cent,  of  the  land.  In  future, I  shsUoa- 
tainly  not  be  surprised  at  any  eccentneitj'Ci 
the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  for^fai 
cannot  understand  this  simple  clanse  be  mat 
have  great  difficulty  in  understanding  rasBjaC 
the  subjects  that  are  brought  before  theHooit 
The  clause  in  to  dedicate  the  land  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  railway  and  to  opening  up  the  com.  | 
try  connected  with  it ;  and  the  2^  per  cent  ka  \ 
charitable  aid  is  merely  put  in  for  this  reieoa:  ' 
that  it  has  always  been  customary  to  demti 
portions  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  ool(Br 
to  charitable  purposes  ;  and,  now  that  ve  la 
making  this  endowment  so  tight,  it  is  con* 
siilered  that,  unless  we  put  in  this  ^  |« 
cent.,  it  would  not  be  possible  in  the  fitra 
to  take  any  of  it  for  charitable  parpoiet. 
Therefore  we  put  in  the  provision  here,  ipfir 
rently  unnecessarily;  but  the  factistbMfl 
specific  is  the  endowment  of  the  whde  tint  ; 
unless  we  reserve  this  2^  per  cent,  it  eauBol 
be  done  afterwards,  and  a  large  part  of  tbi 
colony  would  be  free  from  that  oontribatioB 
which  other  parts  of  the  colony  are  subject  to. 
Honourable  members  will  therefore  undeistid 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  contenti<ai  tbil 
this  is  anything  but  an  endowment  in  tie 
interest  of  the  line,  that  that  interest  is  not  in- 
clude d,  and  that  it  is  free  for  the  purposes rf 
public  works  in  the  district.  Now,  Sir,  1  wutt 
to  say  a  few  words  about  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pigment.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Waimea  was  kind  enough  to  say  that  I  so 
verj-  much  put  upon,  and  am  not  able  totakf 
my  own  part.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  trnth  in 
that ;  but  it  is  not  so  much  that  I  am  not  able 
to  take  my  own  part  as  the  strange  means  d 
protection — the  aegis — which  is  thrown  owr car- 
tain  honourable  members  who  indulge  in  Tin- 
lent  talk.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmost 
was  particularly  mild  to-night,  and  yet  1» 
could  not  get  up  without  saying  something 
insulting  to  the  Government.  He  said  In* 
making  a  false  excuse,  and  that  members  o{ 
the  Government  never  got  up  without  doing  so. 
That  was  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  and  a 
more  insulting  remark  could  hardly  be  made. 
And  yet,  if  I  applied  that  to  the  hononraWe 
member,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  B* 
friends  would  howl  and  say  how  hardly  he  had 
been  handled.  I  am  inclined  to  ask  mysell ill 
should  treat  the  honourable  member,  and  othfi 
honourable  members  like  him  who  indolgeis 
innuendoes  and  insinuations  on  aloKist  eKCj 
occasion '  when  they  speak  in  the  House  as  i^ 
they  were  s}Mteful  children  or  scolding  wMnffl, 
or  whether  I  should  deal  with  themonafooOBl 
of  equality.  The  way  I  have  stood  it  this  ses- 
sion has  astonished  me,  I  must  say.  1^ 
honourable  member  said  I  pretended  to  ta 
virtuous  in  not  using  this  loan.  But  I  did 
not  pretend  to  any  virtue.  I  told  the  Hoom 
the  fact,  that  we  had  not  used  the  loan.  Idia 
not  say  that  we  had  a  temptation  to  do  n,  hot 
I  said  there  was  a  strong  reason  for  doing  % 
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but  that  we  did  not  do  it.  This  is  no  new 
thing.  I  said  the  same  thing  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  I  will  read  an  extract  from  the 
Knancial  Statement  to  prove  what  I  say : — 

'  "  The  expenditure  out  of  the  fund  during  the 

year  was  £1,287,086:  this,  and  the  other  two 

I  amounts  mentioned,  from  which  shillings  and 
pence  have  been  eliminated,  deducted  from  the 
total,  will  leave  a  balance  to  credit  at  the  end 
of  March  last  of  £768,780,  which  includes 
advances  in  the  hands  of  imprestees.  As 
pointed  out  on  previous  occasions,  there  is 
always,  because  of  these  advances,  less  money 
really  available  for  expenditure  than  appears 
from  the  gross  balance.    The  obligations  which 

I  remain  to  be  fulfilled  make  it  necessary  tbat 
fresh  means  should  be  promptly  provided.  At 
present  the  only  other  means  existent  is  the 
Korbh  Island  Trunk  Bailway  Loan.  The  law, 
imwisely,  as  I  think,  allows  this  loan  to  be  used 
for  any  purpose  authorized  by  Parliament  to 
be  provided  for  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
Thus,  if  the  loan  were  negotiated,  the  proceeds 
'would  be  available  for  defraying  the  expendi- 
ture authorized  by  the  usual  Imprest  Acts. 
The  Government  have  been  desirous  to  avoid 
enabling  the  money  to  be  diverted  from  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  unquestionably  in- 
tended. At  some  risk,  therefore,  I  have 
avoided  negotiating  it.  The  early  meeting  of 
Parliament  will  enable  a  decision  to  be  more 
promptly  arrived  at  regarding  a  new  loaji.  I 
should  like  to  send  Home  the  necessaory  autho- 
rities for  raising  such  loan  in  time  to  enable 
them  to  be  used  at  an  early  date." 

Now,  what  does  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  say  to-night?  He  says  that  I  was 
pretending  to  a  virtue  that  I  had  no  right  to, 
because  there  was  no  inducement  to  negotiate 
the  loan  early  in  the  year.  He  said  there  was 
■ample  cash  in  the  chest  to  go  on  with,  and 
therefore  there  was  no  reason  for  negotiating 
the  loan.  Am  I  correctly  rendering  the 
honourable  member's  remarks  ?  The  honour- 
able member  is  not  courteous  enough  to  say 
-"Yes." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  quite  under- 
stand you. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  I  am  not,  he  would  have 
said  "  No." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  I  took  any 
notice,  then. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Now,  I  find  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  Either  he  is  intentionally  deceiving 
the  House  or  he  is  showing  an  amount  of  ignor- 
ance on  the  subject  which  does  not  do  credit 
to  an  ex-Treasurer.  He  tells  us  that  there  was 
plenty  of  cash  end  no  necessity  to  negotiate 
the  loan  early  in  the  year.  I  explained  the 
other  night  that  this  was  not  the  case.  I  ex- 
plained it  in  such  termj^  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  readily  understood, 
coDsidenng  the  time  he  held  the  office  of  Trea- 
fiurer;  and  not  only  that,  but  there  is  the 
record  here  in  the  Financial  Statement,  in  the 
Public  Works  Account  for  the  year,  and  the 
balance  is  shown  as  at  the  end  of  March,  and 
ihat  states  there  is  a  balance  of  £678,000.    But 


how  is  it  made  up  ?  It  is  made  up  of  £174,000* 
in  cash,  £77,000  imprest,  and  £517,000  in  in- 
vestments. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear— which  was 
cash. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  have  remembered  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— He  did  remember  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  very  well  that  there  are  no  less  than 
£800,000  of  guaranteed  debentures  which  are 
not  sold  and  never  are  to  be  sold,  because  they 
are  the  means  of  obtaining  advances  readily. 
What  he  calls  "  plenty  of  cash  early  in  the 
year"  means,  then,  that  we  had  the  sum  of 
£500,000  represented  by  guaranteed  debentures 
in  the  Public  Works' Fund.  It  means  that 
the  Government  must  go  on  borrowing  against 
them  month  after  month.  But  is  that  a  de- 
siral^le  way  to  treat  them  ?  Look  at  the  way 
the  colony  suffered  in  connection  with  the  Five- 
million  Loan  through  the  delay  in  floating 
the  loan  till  the  last  moment.  When  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  there  was  no  in- 
ducement to  the  Government  to  negotiate  the 
loan  early  in  the  year  he  has  said  what  will 
not  bear  examination.  As  regards  the  rest,  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  to  answer. 
If  this  endowment  is  rejected  by  honourable 
members  from  the  North  Island  they  will  only 
regret  it  once,  and  that  will  be  always ;  and 
those  who  do  so  to-night  will,  in  years  to  come, 
think  of  what  I  am  saying  to  them  now,  and 
will  ask  themselves  how  they  could  possibly 
have  voted  against  such  a  thing.  It  has  been 
said  by  one  honourable  member  that  the 
money  is  not  ready  now.  What  has  that  to 
do  with  it  ?  I  need  not  remind  honourable 
members  that  there  are  some  districts  in  the 
colony  that  have  been  settled  for  thirty  years, 
and  yet  they  want  money. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  have  misunderstood  my  remarks.  I 
said  the  money  would  not  be  available  for  the 
purposes  for  which  he  intended  it  for  tlic  next 
twenty  years. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Supposing  it  will  be  twenty 
years,  I  cannot  understand  why  we  should 
prevent  others  who  come  after  us  in  twenty 
years  from  the  enjojnnent.  We  shall  in  a  few 
months  have  a  very  large  tract  of  land  in  our 
possession,  and,  if  it  is  subjected  to  lease,  an 
income  will  arise  from  it  long  before  twenty 
years,  perhaps  before  twenty  months.  Perhaps 
Ihe  honourable  gentleman  will  explain  why  he 
fixes  on  twenty  years. 

Mr.  BRUCE,— What  I  said  was  this:  that, 
when  we  take  into  account  the  rough  character 
of  the  coimtry  which  it  is  proposed  to  set  apart 
as  an  endowment,  and  e^d  the  cost  of  the 
survey  and  reading  to  that,  it  is  not  at  all 
likely  that  any  benefit  will  accrue  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  intends 
it  before  twenty  years. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Because  some  of  the  coun- 
try is  a  little  rough  he  tells  us  that  it  is  going 
to  remain  unprofitable  for  twenty  years.  That 
does  astonish  me.  I  implore  the  honourable 
member  to  take  a  more  hopeful  view  of  things 
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— ^fco  substitute  for  •* years  "  ••  months."  I  shall 
not  go  into  other  qucBtions  which  have  been 
raised  on  this  occasion.  I  may  say,  bofore  I 
conclude,  that,  wh«Mi  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  asks  the  Government,  as  ho  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  on  almost  every 
occasion,  to  abandon  the  measure  that  is  par- 
ticularly bofore  the  House  to  do  something  else 
—  sometimes  it  is  to  bring  down  a  Statement, 
RometimeA  to  bring  down  a  new  proposal — we 
are  not  able  to  put  faith  in  his  assurances  of 
support  if  we  were  to  take  his  advice.  Even 
last  night  what  did  we  see  ?  Although  he  sup- 
ported most  of  the  items  in  the  schedule  to 
the  Loan  Bill,  yet,  from  partv  exigencies,  or 
the  demands  of  his  followers,  when  the  division 
was  called  for  he  walked  out  of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  now  move.  That 
the  proceedings  in  Committee  on  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan  Bill  bo  reported  in  Hansard. 
My  reasons  for  doing  so  are  these.  We  already, 
in  all  questions  of  Supply,  re|x>rt  the  debates  in 
Coramittoe:  that  is  to  say,  discussions  on  small 
salaries  and  matters  of  that  .sort  are  reported. 
Wo  have  on  various  occasions  directed  reports 
to  be  mode  of  proceedings  in  Committee,  wher- 
ever the  questions  were  of  groat  importance. 
I  call  to  mind  the  question  of  the  East  and 
West  Coast  Railway.  That  was  reported  in 
Hansard;  and  there  were  several  other  matters 
that  were  reported  which  I  could  refer  to. 
And  I,  for  one,  would  like  to  see  it  laid  down 
as  a  r  lie  of  this  House  that  all  discussions 
relatin.(  to  important  money  matters  should  bo 
report' •.!,  especially  matters  connected  with 
Loan  Dills.  It  seems  to  me  a  great  principle 
that,  when  we  are  proposing  to  put  large  bur- 
dens on  the  people,  tlio  reasons  given  for  our 
votes  siiould  bo  recorded  in  Hansard.  The 
public,  undoubtedly,  are  very  much  intcrcsstod 
in  this  subject,  which  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance. The  House  itself,  by  having  debates 
in  Committee  of  Supply  reported,  recognizes 
that  money  matters  aro  of  an  exceptional 
character,  and  therefore  should  be  dealt  with 
in  this  special  way ;  and  the  debate  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  question  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  was  reported,  and  several  others. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
nece.ssary  or  desirable  that  the  debate  in  Com- 
mittee should  be  reported.  There  have  been 
endless  opportunities  for  honourable  members 
to  expose  their  views,  and  Hansard  itself  is  a 
living  record  that  they  have  not  been  at  all 
averse  to  taking  advantage  of  it.  We  have 
placed  no  restraint  upon  them  ;  they  have  gone 
over  and  over  the  same  subjects.  If,  Sir,  I 
had  called  your  attention  to  it,  you  would  not 
have  allowed  the  references  made  to  previous 
deliatcs  ;  but  I  purposely  avoided  doing  so.  I 
thought,  If  we  give  enough  rope  there  are 
certain  consequences  that  will  follow.  ]Many 
of  the  speeches  made  require  no  answer :  as  a 
Judge  sometimes  says,  "  It  is  not  necessary  to 
hear  counsel  on  the  other  side."  It  is  in  the 
interests  of  honourable  members  themselves  as 
well  as  in  the  interests  of  the  House  that  this 
proposal  should  be  negatived. 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  Gdonial  Ti» 
surer  is  slightly  in  the  wrong  in  not  lettiiigtk» 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  and  those  i^ 
follow  him  debate  this  Bill  ad  nauseam^  tai 
have  it  reported  in  full,  because,  if  thai  te 
done,  the  electors  of  the  colony,  having  i» 
much  of  it,  will  not  read  more  than  a  few  lios 
of  each  speech,  and  will  pass  over  tlie  lesS  la 
simply  repetition.  I  would  like  the  houofaiifaifr 
member  for  Egmont  to  be  consistent.  Wa 
have  heard  him,  at  the  oommenoement  of  Ibii 
session,  and  in  other  seasiona,  lay  down  Urn 
rule  that  on  the  second  reading  o(  a  Bill  tht 
principle  ahould  be  dLsensaed,  and  that  then 
should  be  no  discussion  on  the  committal  d  a 
Bill.  And  we  have  upon  the  Order  Papei  dxii 
session  the  very  aamo  thing  laid  dova  as  as. 
amendment  of  the  Standing  Orders.  On  tfaa 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan  Bai  we  have  had 
a  discussion  on  the  second  reading,  we  ha^ 
had  it  discussed  on  the  financial  proposals, «« 
have  had  it  discussed  on  going  into  GoomiitBei^ 
and  we  shall  have  it  discussed  in  Gommittei. 
and  on  the  third  reading,  and  then  we  shall 
have  it  discussed  on  the  qnestion, "  Thai  the  BiD 
do  now  pass."  I  can  see  now  that  the  sabjaei 
will  be  60  fully  discussed  that,  instead  of 
anything  being  taken  from  it  that  will  hemM 
the  readers  of  Hansard,  they  will  simply,  as 
they  have  done  before,  turn  over  the  pages  and 
search  for  something  more  instructive  luid  pnv 
fi table.  The  honourable  member  for  Eginaat 
and  his  supporters,  in  delaying  the  sesskm 
during  the  last  month,  have  been  speaking  to 
the  electors  of  the  colony — preparing  for  tha 
next  election.  But  we  shall  have  ample  op- 
portunity on  the  public  platform,  durmg  t£e 
time  of  the  elections,  to  supply  a  complete 
answer  to  every  word  they  have  said  in  thift 
debate.  If  I  vote  at  all,  I  shall  vote  with  kh» 
honourable  member  to  allow  the  proceedings 
in  Committee  to  be  further  reported,  becacss  I 
believe  that  will  have  exactly  the  opposite  efiert 
to  that  which  he  intends. 

The  House  di^ded  on  ^lajor  Atkinson's  aid- 
tion. 


Ayes,  38. 

Beetham 

Johnston 

Rnasell 

Bruce 

Lake 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Bryce 

Locke 

TeAo 

Buchanan 

Macarthur 

Thompson.  T. 

Buckland,  J.  0.  Mitchelson 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Buckland,W.P.Moat 

Trimble 

Conolly 

Montgomery 

Wakefield 

Dodson 

Moss 

Whyte. 

Fergus 

Newman 

TeUers. 

Grey 

Peacock 

Atkinson 

Hamlin 

Richardson,  G.  Barron. 

Hobbs 

Noes,  41. 

AUwrighfe 

Eraser 

Kerr 

Ball  once 

Garrick 

Lamach 

Bo  van 

Gore 

Levestam 

B.-Bradahaw 

Haknene 

Macandrev 

Brown 

Harper 

McKenzie,  J. 

Cadman 

Hatch 

McMillan 

Cowan 

Hnrsihonse 

O'CaUi^han. 

Duncan 

Joyce 

O'Gonot 
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Onnond 

PU&ta 

Peaxson 

Pere 

Beid 


Biehardson,  E.  Tole 


Bobs 
Smith 

Steward,  W. 
Sutter 
Taylor 


TumbuU 
Vogel 
J.  Walker. 

Tellers, 
DaJTgaville 
Guinness. 


Paibs. 


For, 
Fulton 
Hirst,  H. 
Fisher 
Kolleston 
Wilson. 


Against, 
Lance 
Holmes 
Pyke 
Stout 
Beese. 


Majority  against,  8. 
Motion  negatived. 

nr  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Definition  of  cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  SUTTEB  moved  the  omission  of  sub- 
section (5)— £100,000  to  be  taken  for  purchase 
of  Native  lands. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  subsection  be  retained." 

Ayes,  84. 


BaUance 

Ivess 

Bichardson,  E 

Bevan 

Joyce 

Smith 

B.-Bradshaw 

Kerr 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Blown 

Lamach 

Taylor 

Levestam 

Tole 

Cowan 

Maoandrew 

TumbuU 

Gairick 

McMillan 

Vogel 

Gore 

Menteath 

Walker. 

Guinness 

O'Conor 

Hakuene 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Harper 

Pere 

Duncan 

Hatch 

Beid 

Nobs,  80 

McEenzie,  J. 

Atkinson 

Locke 

Boss 

Beetham 

Macarthur 

Bussell 

Brace 

Mitchelson 

TeAo 

Bryce 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 
Trimble 

Buchanan 

Montgomery 

Buckland,W.F.Moss 

Wakefield 

Conolly 

Newman 

Whyte. 

Dodson 

Ormond 

Tellers, 

Grey 

Peacock 

Barron 

Johnston 

Bichardson, 

G.  Sutter. 

Lake 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against, 

Holmes 

Hirst,  H. 

Lance 

\ 

Pulton 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Dargaville 

Pearson 

Fergus 

Reese 

WUson 

Seddon 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Hobbs 

Stout. 

Bolleston. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  5. — How  land  reserved  for  the  railway 
may  be  dealt  with. 

!nie  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  28. 
Ballance  Joyce 

Bevan  Lamach 

Buckland,W.F.  Levestam 


Cadman 

Cowan 

Gore 

Grace 

Guinness 

Hatch 

Ivess 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Bryce 

Buchanan 

Conolly 

Hislop 


Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Tole 

TumbuU 

Vogel 

Walker. 


Tellers. 
Duncan 


Boss 

Sutter 

Trimble 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buckland,  J.  C. 


For. 
Brown 
Dargaville 
Garrick 
Hakuene 
Harper 
Holmes 
Lance 
Macandrew 
O'Conor 
Pearson 
Seddon 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  J 
Stout. 


MoKenzie,  J. 

McMillan 

Menteath 

Newman 

Parata 

Beeso 

Bichardson,  E.  Kerr. 

Noes,  20. 
Locke 
Macarthur 
Montgomery 
Moss 
Ormond 
Peacock 

Bichardson,  G.  Lake, 
Paibs. 

Against. 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Moat 

Barron 

Johnston 

Dodson 

Hirst,  H. 

Pulton 

Mitchelson 

Grey 

Fergus 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Whyte 

Hobbs 

BoUeston. 


Majority  for,  8. 

Clause  retained. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a. 
third  time. 

BEEB  DUTY  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

New  clause. — Manufacture  of  cordials  and 
aerated  waters  in  breweries  prohibited. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question^ 
**  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ballance 

Cowan 

Gore 

Grace 

Ivess 

Joyce 

Kerr 

Lamach 

Levestam 


Brace 
ConoUy 
Guinness 
Hislop 


Ayes,  25. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillsm 
Moat 

Montgomery 
Newman 
Parata 
Beese 
Beid 
Bichardson,  E. 

Noes,  10. 


Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Tole 

TumbuU 
Vogel. 

Tellers. 
Dodson 
Walker. 


Lake 
Menteath 
Boss 
Trimble. 

Paibs. 
For. 
Duncan 
Stout 
Sutter. 


Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Buckland,  W.F. 

Against, 
Wilson 
Bolleston 
Peacock. 


Majority  for,  15. 


428        Otago  Harbour  Board         [COUNCIL.]  Leasing  Bill  [km,i 


Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  4th  August,  1886. 


First  Road inf?s  —  Third  lieading  —  Native  I/ands 
Katinf;  —  Utaf{o  Harl>our  Board  Leasing  Bill  — 
Dcceatted  l*or9onb'  Kstatea  Duties  Bill— Public 
Bodies'  I/easeholds  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Ap- 
plication Bill,  Beer  Duty  Bill,  Deeds  and  In- 
struments Registration  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Hutt  and  Pitone  Gas  Company  Bill. 

NATIVE  LANDS  RATING. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  did  so 
because  the  Natives  were  desirous  of  knowing 
what  amount  of  duty  was  payable  against  their 
separate  blocks  of  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  seconded  the 
motion  pro  forma. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Council  a 
return  of  Native  lands  and  reserves,  showing 
the  amount  of  duty  paid  upon  each  block  by 
the  Government  under  the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act,  with  the  date  of  each  such 
payment." — {Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  asked  the  honour- 
able the  mover  what  advantage  could  be  derived 
in  having  this  return  compiled.  It  would  cost 
over  £200,  and  would  take  not  less  than  six 
months  to  prepare,  and  would  be  very  trouble- 
some to  obtain.  Moreover,  it  would  be  of  very 
little  use  to  any  one  when  it  was  obtained. 

Motion  negatived. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  LEASING 
BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  moved.  That 
progress  be  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  20. 

Bonar 

Lahmann 

Pollen 

Brett 

Mantell 

Scotland 

Campbell 

^lartin 

Walker 

Dignan 

McLean 

Whitaker 

Fraser 

Menzies 

Williamson 

Johnson,  G. 

R 

.  Miller 

Wilson. 

Johnston,  J. 

Peter 

Noes,  13. 
\cland  Holmes  Shephaid 

Bamicoat  Peacock  Shzmiski 

Bathgate  Reynolds  Swansoo 

Buckley  Robinson  Williftmfl. 

Chamberlin 

Mdjority  for,  7. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to#. 
a^n. 

DECEASED  PERSONS*  ESTATES  DUTIE8 
BILL. 

ADJOURNED    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— When  I  mamk 
the  second  reading  of  the  Deceased  PeiaaB^ 
Estates  Duties  Bill  yesterday  I  was  tM 
whether  there  wsks  any  occasion  for  the  p»- 
visions  which  are  referred  to  in  the  marhinBy 
of  this  Bill,  to  Bet  at  rest  doubts  u  to  Hii 
sufficiency  of  certain  payments  of  dntj  wA 
under  the  Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Di^ 
Acts.  I  find  that  in  the  Act  of  1881,  in  sedte 
85,  a  provision  of  a  somewhat  similar  chaabA 
is  enacted ;  but  machinery  for  earning  tbtf 
provision  into  effect  seems  not  to  have  be« 
provided  in  the  Act.  I  am  informed  hj  tki 
authorities  who  have  the  control  overmatttB 
of  this  character  that  from  day  to  day  e^tl^ 
are  brought  into  their  possession,  and  DOthiBg 
in  the  shape  of  duty  can  be  obtained  fxEB 
them.  Only  the  other  day,  in  the  case  of  as 
estate  which  is  well  known,  it  was  ratiuaedy 
valued  at  £750,  whereas  it  should  have  b«B 
£25,000.  With  reference  to  another  point  tfeat 
has  been  raised,  as  to  the  provision  enatiliBi 
persons  to  be  examined  in  regard  to  the  dispon} 
of  an  estate  liable  to  duty,  I  have  no  desan 
other  than  that  every  latitude  should  be  it 
lowed  persons  under  examination;  and  a 
Committee  some  provision  may  be  made  k? 
which  such  examination  may  be  rendered  sot 
so  stringent.  I  therefore  lusk  that  the  M 
may  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PUBLIC  BODIES*  LEASEHOLDS  BItL 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY. —  I  »m  nofc  [J 
present  in  a  position  to  say  as  much  as  Is|^ 
nave  liked  to  do  on  this  matter ;  bat  if  ^ 
Council  will  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read  a^^ 
time  now,  according  to  the-  course  suggflrf*" 
yesterday  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  who  bis 
an  important  contingent  notice  of  motion  « 
the  Order  Paper,  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Sel» 
Committee,  the  discussion  can  be  taken  ontbi 
principle  of  the  Bill  when  it  is  reported  fn© 
the  Select  Committee,  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Council.  The  Premier,  w» 
could  supply  me  with  certain  informao* 
which  I  require  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  is,  ^ 
fortunately,  ill  in  bed,  and  I  am  not  abto « 
obtain  that  information.  I  think,  <^  ^  ^ 
already  said,  that  it  will  be  desirable  to  tab 
the  discussion  on  the  Bill  on  the  motion  to  9 
into  Committee,  and  the  second  ^^^^^^^ 
be  formally  agreed  to  now.  I  have  a  cw*^ 
able  amount  of  infozmatioa  on  the  salq'eGi,N> 
not  all  that  I  reqoixe. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  hope  the  course 
indicated  will  not  be  adopted.  This  is  a  very 
important  Bill,  and  honourable  members  know 
nothing  of  it  whatever.  It  is  customary,  on 
moving  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  to  give 
reasons  for  bringing  it  forward.  In  reference 
to  ^s  Bill,  not  one  word  has  been  said ;  and, 
when  we  look  in  Hansard  for  an  account  of 
what  has  occurred  in  another  place,  we  do  not 
find  a  single  word  of  a  report  of  any  sort.  A 
Bill  of  this  importance  is  introduced,  and  we 
are  asked  to  read  it  a  second  time  without  a 
word  of  explanation  being  vouchsafed  to  us. 
I  move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  shall  object 
to  that.  It  is  very  unfair,  I  think,  that  I 
ihonld  be  placed  in  that  position.  I  under- 
stood yestei^ay  that  there  was  a  strong  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  take  the  course 
that  I  now  propose.  For  myself  I  would  pre- 
fer to  adopt  the  other  course.  With  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  who 
has  just  spoken,  I  understand  that  the  reason 
why  this  debate  was  not  reported  is  that 
the'  Hansard  reporters  ceased  to  work.  The 
speeches  seem  to  have  been  reported  in  the 
papers,  but  are  not  reported  in  Hansard^  for  the 
reason,  as  I  understand,  that  I  have  given.  I 
am  desirous  of  getting  the  fullest  information 
on  this  subject,  and  the  discussion  can  just 
as  conveniently  be  taken  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee as  on  the  second  reading.  I  believe 
that  is  the  desire  of  the  Coimcil ;  and  we  shall 
be  facilitating  business  by  adopting  that  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.  — 1  concur  that 
that  course  is  the  best  and  most  convenient. 
The  Bill  is  a  very  important  one,  and  the 
result  of  our  deliberations  upon  it  will  have  a 
▼ery  serious  effect  for  good  or  evil  on  a  large 
section  of  the  community  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. Seeing  that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  said  nothing  about  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  enter  upon 
them ;  but  I  will  say  this  much :  that  it  con- 
tains probably  as  great  a  number  of  debat- 
able points  as  any  Bill  that  we  have  had  to 
decide  this  session,  and  all  of  these  require  to 
be  carefully  investigated ;  and  the  most  con- 
venient way  of  doing  so  is  to  refer  the  Bill  to 
a  Select  Committee.  After  the  Bill  has  been 
read  a  second  time,  seeing  that  it  meets  with 
the  approval  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, I  shall  then  move  that  the  Bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  of  which  I  have 
given  notice. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  think  it 
right  to  tflhke  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
by  surprise :  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
objected  to  the  Colonial  Secretary's  proposal 
he  should  have  stopped  him  at  the  proper 
time.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  course  now 
proposed  to  be  taken.  I  hold  that  to  agree  to 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  is  to  affirm  its 
principle  ;  and,  if  honourable  members  are  not 
?eady  to  affirm  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  then 
it  should  be  thrown  out  on  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— So  far  as  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  may  be  held  to  be  the 
providing  of  powers  for  leasing  lands  vested 


in  certain  public  bodies  that  do  not  already 
possess  those  powers,  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— When  the  ques- 
tion was  before  the  Council  yesterday  it  was 
fully  understood  that  this  was  the  course  that 
the  Council  desired  to  adopt — that  is,  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time,  to  refer  it  to  a  special 
Select  Committee,  and  to  take  the  discussion 
on  the  principle  of  the  Bill  when  the  report 
of  the  Committee  was  brought  up.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  was  not  in  his  place  yesterday 
when  the  matter  was  brought  up,  and  there- 
fore is  not  aware  of  what  took  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  only  contend 
that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  should  be  con- 
firmed by  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  a  very 
usual  thing  to  refer  Bills  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  then  take  the  discussion  on  them 
when  the  report  is  brought  down.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  agree  to  the  course  that  is  recom- 
mended. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  was  unwilling  ta 
take  any  part  in  this  discussion.  I  was  quite 
prepared  to  accede  to  the  personal  request  of 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  allow 
what  he  suggested  to  take  place.  But  I  can- 
not allow  the  statement  which  has  just  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  to  go  uncon- 
tradicted. I  myself  took  the  strongest  pos- 
sible objection,  on  the  grounds  of  the  practice 
of  this  Council,  to  the  adoption  of  any  such 
course.  I  hold  there  should  always  be  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  second  reading  of  Bills  of  this 
kind.  There  are  Bills  that  are  referred  to 
Select  Committees  in  the  regular  order  of 
things  after  the  first  reading ;  but,  when  Bills 
are  not  going  on  that  course,  I  hold  there 
ought  to  be  an  explanation  of  the  principles 
of  the  Bill,  and  also  a  discussion,  so  as  to 
guide  the  Committee  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  confided  to  them.  However,  I  do 
not  now  offer  objection  to  the  course  that  is 
proposed;  I  am  quite  willing  to  yield  to  the 
request  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary: 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  allow  state- 
ments of  the  kind  I  have  referred  to  to  go 
without  the  clearest  possible  contradiction. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.  — I  now  move, 
according  to  the  notice  which  appears  on  the 
Order  Paper,  That  the  Public  Bodies*  Lease- 
holds Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  ;  to 
report  within  three  days :  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secreteury,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peter,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williamson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shrimski,  and  the  mover. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  hope  we  are  not 
going  to  begin  a  discussion  on  the  Bill  in  thia 
way  just  now.  I  understood  that  the  request  of 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  that  the 
second  reading  should  be  agreed  to  formally^ 
but  that  there  should  be  no  discussion  on  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  to-night. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  understood  that 
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the  Bill  was  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  that  the  discussion  would  be  taken 
to-morrow,  on  the  motion  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee, and  that  afterwards  my  honourable  friend 
TTOuld  move  his  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  think  that  is 
the  proper  course  to  take. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that  course ;  but  I  understood  that  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  use  a  hackneyed 
phrase,  we  have  very  little  time  to  spare.  If 
the  Committee  were  appointed  to-night  it 
might  begin  its  labours  to-morrow ;  but,  if  not 
appointed  till  to-morrow,  I  am  not  certain  that 
it  will  complete  its  labours  so  early.  But,  as 
the  Hon.  tlio  Colonial  Secretary  is  desirous  of 
this  being  done,  I  will  wit)  id  raw  this  motion 
and  allow  the  debate  to  bo  adjourned,  as  that 
is  consiilerod  to  be  the  best  course. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEK.— I  object  to 
the  debate  being  adjourned.  I  would  like  to 
refer  lionoiirable  mtiiibers  to  Standing  Order 
Ko.  100,  which  says, — 

"  After  a  Hill  shall  have  been  n  ad  the  second 
time,  tlie  •^ame  shall  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Council,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  it  in  cletail,  on  motion  without  notice ; 
whereupon  the  Speaker  sluill  put  the  question, 
*  That  I  do  now  leave  the  Chair,' which  being 
resohfd  in  tlie  aflirmative,  the  Council  resolves 
itself  into  a  Committee  rtf  the  Whole  on  the 
Bill.  r>ut  if,  after  such  s.cond  reaaing,  it  be 
deemed  expedient,  the  Bill  may  be  referred  to 
a  Sekr't  Committee,  in  wliieh  case  a  Commit- 
tee for  that  purpose  bliall  at  onee  be  appointed, 
with  the  requisite  instructions." 

When  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee 
comes  up,  then,  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  a  debate  can  take 
place  on  the  principles  of  the  i'ill.  By  adopt- 
ing this  coureo  wo  shall  have  better  infor- 
mation, from  the  deliberations  of  the  Select 
Committee,  to  go  upon,  and  the  debate  can 
then  imbrace  tho  wliole  subject.  I  think 
we  sliould  not  delay  any  longer,  but  should 
proceed  in  accordance  with  Kule  IGG,  which 
specially  provides  for  a  case  of  this  kind. 

The  Hon.  the  CHAIRMAN  (Acting  Speaker). 
— I  think  the  course  mentioned  by  tho  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  is  the  best. 

Tlic  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee was  then  agreed  to. 

Tho  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
to  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday ^  4th  August y  1686. 


First  Kooflinps — IUIIk  diHcliarf^'cd -- Now  Zoaliind 
Agricultural  Coiiiimny— 'I'aieri  County  Subtiiiies 
—  Assault  by  Polii'o-.Scr^4<'ant  —  rnoniployud  — 
Native  HoPtTveB — Kducnticiii  Stateiiunt  —  Gold- 
fielflB  Kcpoi-t  and  Statonient— Koxbuiiih  Brid^o 
— Kaikorai  Sidiui,'— (iold  Kxi'orl  Duty  IMIIh — Joint 
Librarv  Coniniittee  —  Waiiiiato  VflloKe  Settle- 
ment Bill— Rabbit  Bill— District  Kailways  Pur- 
cliaHiii(,']iill— Govcrnmont  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Bill— Govcruuicnt  Lite  IriBurancc  Bill. 


Mr.  Spkakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-ptit  tm 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Setcki 
Land  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Magistrates'  Courts  Bill,  Alienation  of  Laai 
Bill,   Stock -driving    Bill,  Codlin  Moth  BO, 
Workmen'8  Wages  Bill. 


NEW  ZEALAND  AGKICULTXniAL  COM- 
PANY. 

l^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  he  would  lay  on  tlii 
tahle  a  return,  ordered  on  the  modon  of  tfae 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East,  ^  c4 1^ 
correspondence  relative  to  the  empbym^teC 
^Ir.  Pearson,  a  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lm^ 
in  valuing  lands  purchased  by  the  New  Zeakad 
Agricultural  Company."  The  return  was  "  Sil" 
Thcro  were  no  records  in  tho  Laods  Depatt- 
mcnt ;  and,  upon  reference  to  the  other  depart- 
ments, it  had  been  found  that  there  were  b* 
records  in  anv  of  them  on  the  subject. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  Mr.  Pearson  himsdl 
ought  to  be  written  to ;  because  if  what  was 
alleged  to  have  been  done  had  been  done  itvas 
a  very  improper  jiroceeding,  and  he  sbonld  Mt 
be  allowed  to  rest  under  tiie  blame  nowijiflg 
on  him.  He  should  be  asked  by  who&e  crden 
he  acted,  or  whether  he  acted  without  ordeiB.      | 

Mr.  BALLA^XE  said  ^Ir.  Pearwin  «a*  no   i 
longer  in  the  (Government  service.    Henosierf  . 
from   a  Hansard  proof    that    the  hoiiouiabl*   ' 
member  for  Auckland  East  had  said  tbfi  otiaer  ' 
day,  when  asking  a  question  on  the  sBbjed,   j 
that  he  (Mr.  Ballance)  was  Minister  of  Lands  | 
at  the  time.     The  honourable  gentleman  cuglit 
to  know,  as  Premier  of  the  then  Govennaeci,    ; 
that  he  had  not  held  the  portfolio  of  Lands, 
but  that  it  was  held  by  the  honourable  memba   : 
for   Port  Chalmers.     He  knew  nothing  \?iJit-   ; 
ever  with  regard  to  the  transaction,  an  1  there 
were  no  records  of  it  at  all.     The  honetir&b!« 
member  for  Auckland  East  should  himself  knew 
as  much  of  the  matter  as  any  other  Hieaaber 
of  the  then  Govermnent,  except,  possibly.  th« 
[Minister  of  Lands  in  that  Government. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  it  was  impossible  thai 
the  Premier  could  have  known  anjrthing  abc4!t 
it.  Only  tho  Minister  of  Lands  could  haw 
known. 

Sir  G.  GREY  subsequently  asked  th« 
Minister  of  Lands,  When  the  promised  letua 
of  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  Pearson,  a  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands,  in  valuing  lands  purchased  by 
the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  ^tl 
be  laid  before  tins  House?  He  would  simply 
say  that  Mr.  Pearson  ought  to  be  \vritten  » 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  himself  in  \ 
the  matter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  could  add  nx^H  \ 
to  what  ho  had  already  stated — ^namely,  tiiat 
there  was  no  record  in  the  ofiice. 

Sir  G.   GREY  still  thought  Mr.  Pearwn 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining ;  foe.  \ 
although  he  was  not  now  in  the  Service,  be  vas  ; 
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efcired  officer,  and  this  justice  should  at  least 
done  him. 

TATERI  COUNTY  SUBSIDIES. 
Ilr.  FULTON  asked  the  Government,  When 
»  Taieri  County  Treasurer  may  expect  to 
»e2Te  the  subsidies  due,  it  being  alleged  that 
ae  has  been  paid  only  75  per  cent,  on  the 
konnt  of  rates  on  the  outlying  districts,  and 
thing  whatever  on  the  rates  of  the  Boad 
Murd  districts  ? 

5ir  J.  YOGEL  would  take  it  as  a  favour  if 
B  honourable  gentleman  would  write  to  him 
.  the  subject.  It  was  purely  a  departmental 
Uter,  and  he  had  not  had  time  to  attend 
it. 
Mr,  PULTON  would  be  glad  to  do  that. 

ASSAULT  BY  POLICE-SERGEANT. 
3Ir.  TAY^LOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
he  has  received  any  reports  relative  to  the 
eviction,  at  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court, 
iuristehurch,  of  Sergeant  Wilson,  of  the  Christ- 
Lurch  Police  Force,  for  assaulting  the  "mess- 
>y "  ?  The  father  of  the  boy  was  a  con- 
ituent  of  his,  and  a  communication  he  had 
iceived  from  him,  and  the  reports  of  the 
kpers,  showed  that  it  was  a  case  into  which 
le  Government  should  make  inquiry.  An 
tsault  of  a  serious  character  had  been  com- 
dtted  on  the  boy,  who  hod  been  dismissed 
ithout  aJiy  ceremony  from  the  office  he  had 
eld  for  eighteen  months  as  "  mess-boy."  He 
i&oaght  the  humblest  person  in  the  colony 
•d  a  perfect  right  to  appeal  to  this  Assembly 
xr  inquiry  into  any  hardship  or  injustice  he 
dt  had  been  inflicted  on  him,  and  it  was 
uecessary  that  publicity  should  be  given  to 
ases  of  this  kind,  in  order  that  those  who  had 
I  little  brief  authority  to  exercise  should  be 
aosed  to  exercise  it  in  a  just  and  fair  manner. 
Riey  all  knew  that  unless  there  was  some  con- 
K)l  over  weak-minded  men  of  that  character 
fttch  men  were  very  likely  to  abuse  the  trust 
mposed  upon  them.  He  hoped,  if  the  Govern- 
oent  had  not  received  any  report  on  this 
Batter,  they  would  obtain  one,  and  make  such 
Bquiry  aa  would  satisfy  all  parties. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  department  had 
Bot  received  any  official  report  on  the  matter ; 
int  he  understood  from  the  newspaper  tele- 
pams  that  the  sergeant  of  police  had  boxed 
the  boy's  ears,  and,  on  being  summoned  by 
the  lad's  parents,  had  been  fined  Is.  Of 
Bourse  the  full  report  might  put  a  diilerent 
iEpect  on  the  matter,  but  in  the  meantime  it 
would  be  premature  to  express  an  opinion  on 
It  The  honourable  gentleman,  he  was  sure, 
WOTld  give  him  credit,  as  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, for  a  desire  to  do  justice  in  the  matter ; 
bot,  at  the  same  time,  it  could  not  be  a  very 
icrious  offence,  as  the  accused  was  fined  only 
Is-  The  sergeant  had  had  his  punishment 
-M  well  as  the  boy. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  sergeant  was  bound 
-wer  in  £25  to  keep  the  peace  for  six  months, 
»nd  the  ^fagistrate  made  some  strong  remarks 
<n  his  conduct. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  not  seen  that. 


UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  unemployed  each 
week,  instead  of  each  fortnight,  as  at  present  ? 

Mr.  E,  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  have 
the  matter  looked  into,  and  would  comply  with 
the  request  if  the  expense  was  not  too  large. 

NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Minister  of  Native 
Affairs,  Whether,  before  leading  reserves  ad- 
ministered by  Government  for  the  Natives,  it 
has  been  customary  to  consult  the  Natives 
interested,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they 
wished  to  lease  such  reserves,  or  to  keep  them, 
or  any  of  them,  for  their  own  use  ?  His  ques- 
tion related  more  particularly  to  land  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  North  Island.  It  was  said 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land  leased 
was  open  land,  which  the  Natives  would  have 
preferred  to  keep  for  their  own  purposes. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  did  not  know  what  reserves 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  in  this 
question;  but  probably  he  referred  to  those 
under  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
Act. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Yes. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  might  explain,  then,  that 
at  one  time  these  reserves  were  leased  without 
the  Natives  giving  their  consent,  the  power 
having  been  given  to  the  Public  Trustee  by  law 
to  do  that ;  but  he  (Mr.  Ball  an  ce)  had  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  give  a  promise  to  Natives 
on  the  Coast  that,  where  ownei-s  or  grantees 
of  reserves  did  not  give  their  consent,  reserves 
should  not  be  leased  ;  and  since  that  time  the 
consent  of  the  grantees  had  been  required  in 
each  case. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  like  to  know  whether 
there  were  many  reserves  of  open  land  left  to 
bo  leased.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  now  pretty 
well  the  whole  of  the  reserves  were  leased  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  were 
large  areas  of  land  on  the  West  CoaFt  not  yet 
let,  and  which  were  not  in  the  beneficial  occu- 
pation of  the  Natives.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would,  no  doubt,  understand  that  there 
was  a  large  extent  of  bush-countrj*,  and  this 
was  not  leased,  and  would  not  be  unless  the 
owners  came  forward  and  expressed  a  wish  that 
it  might  be  leased.  He  might  add  that  some  of 
the  chiefs  had  expressed  such  a  wish. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that,  in  cases  where  a  few  Te  Whiti-ites 
objected  to  the  leasing  of  a  reserve,  the  IMinis- 
ter  would  decline  to  have  it  leased,  although 
the  majority  of  the  grantees  were  in  favour  of 
having  it  leased. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that,  in  cases  where 
the  leading  men  asked  that  reserves  might  be 
leased,  he  should  recommend  that  the  reserves 
be  leased,  notwithstanding  the  objection  of  a 
few  persons  under  the  influence  of  Te  Whiti; 
but  he  should  require  the  assent  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  hapu. 

EDUCATION  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
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the  Government  will  supply  free  of  cont  to  the 
various  Education  Boards  and  School  Commit- 
tees in  the  colony  copies  of  the  speech  made  by 
the  Hon.  Sir  K.  Stout,  Minister  of  Education, 
on  "Education  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land "  ?  The  speech  made  by  the  Premier  was 
one  which  should  be  read  by  all  connected 
>\ith  education,  especially  by  members  of 
Education  Boards  and  local  Committees,  and 
therefore  it  could  with  great  advantage  be 
circulated  among  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  desirability 
of  circulating  tlio  Statement;  but  as  yet  only 
three  thousand  copies  had  been  printed,  and 
if  honourable  members  demanded  as  many 
copies  as  they  did  last  year  there  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  allow  of  the  circulation  proposed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  sent  to 
see  if  the  Statement  was  still  in  typo  at  the 
I'rinting  Ofiic«',  and,  if  so,  he  would  at  once 
order  H')ine  more  to  be  struck  off :  and,  in  any 
caso,  it  was  a  question  whether  some  more 
should  not  be  printed. 

(lOLDFIELDS  REPORT  AND  STATE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  he  will  supply  free  of  cost  the  several 
schools  of  mines  in  the  colony  with  the  report 
on  the  goldfields  of  the  colony,  together  with 
the  Inspector  of  Mines'  report  and  the  Minister 
of  Mines'  Statement  ?  He  asked  this  question 
because  these  Statements  contained  some  in- 
teresting information,  which  it  was  very  desir- 
able should  be  circulated,  in  the  interests  of 
the  mining  industry. 

^Ir.  LARNACH  replied  that  some  time  ago 
he  luid  given  instructions  that  these  various 
papers  sliould  bo  circulated,  as  desired  by  the 
honourable  member  ;  but  there  had  been  some 
delay,  because  it  had  been  thought  well  to  have 
the  papers  all  bound  together,  in  order  to  make 
the  information  more  compact.  He  might  odd 
that  Dr.  Black's  report  was  to  be  included. 

ROXBURGH  BRIDGE. 

^Ir.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  What  has  been,  or  is  being,  done  to 
have  the  contract  for  the  Roxburgh  Bridge 
completed  ? 

lilr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  this  con- 
tract  was  let  on  the  28rd  of  lost  month  to  Mr. 
^IcConnick ;  and  he  was  informed  that  ar- 
rangements were  being  made  for  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  work. 

KAIKORAI  SIDING. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  make  further  inquiry  about  the  proposed 
rail  way- si  ding  at  Kaikorai  Valley,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  having  the  siding  constructed  without 
further  delay,  if  found  to  be  desirable  in  the 
public  interest  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  making  further  inquiry  into 
this  matter ;  but,  from  what  he  had  been  given 
to  understand  latterly,  there  was  not  much 
necessity  for  the  siding  in  question . 
Mr,  Seddon 


GOLD  EXPORT  DUTY  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  LABLNAC^ 
it  was  resolved,  That  a  Committee  beappcwiai 
to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  LegislBtn^ 
Council  with  relation  to  any  proceeding  upam 
the  Bills  to  repeal  and  reduce  the  export  dapr 
on  gold,  and  to  make  a  report  to  thu  "EL/yaatt 
such  Conunittee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Pjke,.  l£c 
Seddon,  Mr.  Guinness,  and  the  mover ;  thxwm 
to  form  a  quorum. 

JOINT  LIBRARY  COMMnTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BALLANCE^ 
the  name  of  Mr.  Menteath  was  added  to  tbrn 
Joint  Library  Committee. 

WAIMATE    VILLAGE    SETTLEHEKT 
BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  understand  that  tbfr 
honourable  member  for  Lincoln  desires  parti- 
cularly, in  consequence  of  some  recommcsda- 
tion  of  a  Waste  Lands  Board,  to  move  the 
removal  of  Order  of  the  Day  No.  29, "  Waima» 
Village  Settlement  Bill,*'  from  the  Older Papez. 
I  understand  that  the  honourable  members  jm 
chargji  of  measures  between  No.  a^—whick 
ends  the  Government  measures — ^and  No.  29i» 
are  willing  that  their  orders  shall  be  postpaid 
in  order  that  this  may  be  carried.  On  that 
understanding,  I  would  move,  That  oEders  oC 
the  day  numbered  from  7  to  28,  inclusiTe,  be 
postponed  till  after  Order  of  the  Day  No.  2}. 

Mr.  FULTON.  —  I  should  like  to  know  H 
other  members  would  have  the  same  pdvi- 
lege. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  think  some  furthaf 
explanation  should  be  given. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  have  only  to  say  thai  tte 
lionourable  member  for  Lincoln  has  charge  d 
some  resolution  coming  from  the  Waste  L&nsi 
Committee  which  cannot  be  moved  whO^ 
til  is  order  of  the  day  remains  on  the  Order 
Paper. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
Orders  of  the  Day  Nos.  7  to  28,  inclusive,  ba 
postponed  till  after  Order  of  the  Day  No.  29," 
Ayes,  40. 


Ballance 

Grace 

O'Conor 

Bectham 

Guinness 

Bevan 

Hislop 

Samuel 

B.-Brodshaw 

Hobbs 

Smith 

Brown 

Ivess 

Steward,  W.J. 

Bruce 

Kerr 

Taylor 

Buchanan 

Larnach 

Tole 

Buckland,  J.  C 

.  Macandrew 

Vogel 

Cadman 

^lacarthur 

Walker 

Cowan 

Mackenzie,  M 

Whyte. 

Dargavillc 

McKenzie,  J. 

Duncan 

McMillan 

TelUn. 

Fergus 

Montgomery 

Fraser 

Garrick 

Noes,  32. 

Allwright 

Grey 

Joyce 

Atkinson 

Hamlin 

Lake 

Barron 

Harper 

Lance 

Buckland,W.F.Hirs"t.  H. 

Locke 

Conolly 

Hursthouse 

Mitchelson 

Fisher 

Johnston 

Moat 

5.]  Waimate  Village 


[HOUSE.] 


Settlement  Bill. 


433 


[068  Boss  Trimble 

leaiBon  Bussell  Tumbnll. 

ieese  Butter  Tellers, 

iehardson,  G.  Thompson,  T.   Pulton 
oUoston  Thomson,  J.W.  Seddon. 

Majority  against,  8. 
tf  otion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.  — I  move,  That  the 
raimate  Village  Settlement  Bill  be  dis- 
laxged  from  the  Order  Paper.  I  am  doing 
lis  simply  as  a  matter  of  public  duty,  as 
liaixman  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
id  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
:  Canterbury.  A  unanimous  expression  of 
anion  has  been  given  by  both  of  these 
idles ;  and  the  following  resolution  has  been 
\med  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  with 
cpect  to  a  petition  asking  that  certain  lauds 
»uld  be  purchased  by  the  Government  for  a 
Uago  settlement : — 

**  That  this  Committee  recommends  the  ob- 
et  desired  by  the  petitioners ;  and  also  desires 
^  express  the  opinion  that  in  such  oases  the 
oremment  should,  on  the  recommendation 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  take  steps  to  ob- 
in  land  for  settlement  in  accordance  with 
le  existing  law." 

The  House  is  well  aware  that  there  is  such  a 
iwer  under  the  existing  law ;  and  the  Waste 
uids  Board  of  Canterbury  had  passed  a  reso- 
tion  to  the  following  effect : — 
"That  it  appears  to  the  Board  desirable  to 
tablish  a  village  settlement  in  the  neighbour- 
>od  of  Waimate ;  they  therefore  recommend 
le  Minister  of  Lands  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ent  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  reported 
fxm  by  !Mr.  March — namely,  part  of  Section 
B4  and  Sections  5646  and  6307,  containing  to- 
tther  about  624  acres,  in  conformity  with  the 
6th  clause  of  '  The  Land  Act,  1885.'  " 
Now,  I  have  been  personally  a  very  strong 
Ivocate  of  the  Government  taking  some  such 
lion  under  this  clause,  where  the  Waste 
inds  Boards  of  the  colony  are  unanimously 
favour  of  it.  I  have  on  several  occasions 
ought  the  subject  up  in  the  Waste  Lands 
MiS  of  Canterbury;  but  they  found  a  diffi- 
ilty  in  making  a  recommendation,  simply 
icause  they  had  no  offers  to  lay  before  the 
svcmment.  Now  an  offer  has  been  made  by 
gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood ;  and  on  this 
fer  being  received  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
Canterbury  a  gentleman  was  sent  down  there 
inspect  the  land  and  report  on  its  suitability 
id  to  call  a  meeting  of  those  persons  desiring 
obtain  sections  of  this  land.  No  less  than 
ity-three,  nearly  all  married  men  with  fami- 
0,  were  amongst  those  who  attended  the 
Beting  and  pledged  themselves  to  be  pur- 
Asers  of  this  land  if  it  were  once  proclaimed 
dllage  settlement  under  the  Act.  The  land 
A  heen  reported  upon  by  this  gentleman ;  and 
'  aJl  who  know  the  land  and  who  have  in- 
ected  it  it  is  eaid  to  be  suitable  and  that  it 
>iild  be  a  profitable  investment,  and  it  would 
event  this  terrible  cry  from  the  unemployed 
uch  is  continually  coming  from  this  part  of 
le  country.    I  shall  move  a  motion  on  the 
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subject  when  the  House  is  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— No  one  can  doubt  the 
purity  of  the  honourable  member's  motives, 
and  his  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
people;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  very 
much  surprised  to  find  the  Government  lending 
themselves  to  this.  It  is  a  most  extraordinary 
act.  A  private  individual  wishes  to  sell  his 
land,  and  wishes  to  have  so  much  Government 
expenditure  there,  and  the  honourable  member 
himself  wishes  to  have  so  much  Government 
expenditure  there.  It  may  be  that  the  expendi- 
ture will  do  good ;  but  a  more  unfair  or  unjust 
thing  could  not  possibly  bo  done.  If  the  House 
arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  that  principle 
should  be  carried  out,  let  the  Government 
adverti^  throughout  the  country  and  get 
offers  of  land.  I  am  sure  that,  if  it  did  so, 
land  would  be  offered  at  a  much  lower  sum. 
I  believe  the  price  at  which  this  land  is  of- 
fered is  £10  or  £12  an  acre.  The  Government 
has  abundance  of  land  where  railways  pass 
through,  and  where  permanent  employment 
could  be  found  for  the  unemployed.  Then, 
why  should  the  Government  purchase  this 
land  at  such  an  extraordinary  price  ?  It  seems 
unjust  to  every  individual  in  the  country  who 
has  land  to  sell,  and  most  unjust  to  the  whole 
community.  This  land  is  offered  by  a  gentle- 
man named  Studholme.  If  this  proposal  were 
brought  before  the  House  in  the  snape  of  a 
Bill,  it  would  be  rejected  instantly;  but  now 
it  is  brought  down  under  the  auspices  of  one 
of  the  most  popular  members  in  the  House, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Board;  and  it  is  a  dangerous  position,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  be  led  away.  If 
the  Government  take  a  proper  view  of  the 
matter,  they  will  purchase  land  in  every  direc- 
tion where  there  are  unemployed,  and  will  not 
single  out  any  particular  locality.  It  would  be 
most  suicidal  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  take  such  a  step  as  this.  I  think  it  is  most 
suspicious  to  take  such  action  as  this  at  tho 
end  of  the  session. 

Sir  J.  VO GEL.  — The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  is  quite  under  a  misappre- 
hension if  he  thinks  that  the  Government  has 
at  all  given  any  approval  to  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member,  or  is  concerned  in 
this  question.  But  the  fa>cts  are  these ;  and 
you.  Sir,  will  be  able  to  bear  me  out :  Yester- 
day I  suddenly  found  that  you  were  putting 
a  resolution  for  postponing  a  large  number  of 
the  notices  on  the  Order  Paper.  I  have  never 
seen  anything  like  that  successful,  and  there  is 
always  an  angry  dispute  with  other  members 
concerned.  But  I  found  that  the  matter  was 
so  far  gone  that  I  asked  the  House  to  allow 
it  to  be  put  off  until  to-day.  I  told  the  honour- 
able member  for  Lincoln  that,  as  it  was  post- 
poned yesterday,  I  would  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to-day.  But  there  was  no  approval 
whatever  of  the  motion.  The  proposed  resolu- 
tion has  not  come  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  I  cannot  see  what 
bearing  this  discussion  has  on  the  question. 
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The  question  before  tho  House  is  that  ft  oertftin 
Bill  be  discharged.  I  see  no  objection  to  that. 
It  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it  when  the 
matter  comes  up  again. 

Mr.  S  E  D  D  O  N .  —  I  think  tlie  honourable 
member  lor  Port  Chalmers  is  somewhat  astray. 
The  discharge  of  this  Bill  from  the  Order  Paper 
has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  question  that  ia 
contained  in  the  Bill,  because  we  are  told  by 
the  mover  that  he  intends  to  intercept  Supply 
with  a  motion  taking  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  House  upon  this  subject,  and  we 
know  that  so  long  as  this  Bill  remains  on  the 
Order  Paper  he  cannot  take  that  expression  of 
opinion.  And  if  wo  are  to  take  the  last  division 
as  an  indication,  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  be  BucceKhful  in  carr>'ing  a  motion  that 
the  Government  should  purchase  this  land.  I 
say  this  is  unfair,  and  I  caution  honourable 
members  against  being  led  away  by  a  side- 
issue.  This  matter  should  be  discussed  fairly 
on  its  merits.  There  was  a  Bill  before  the 
House  dealing  with  this  subject,  brought  in  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East; 
and  the  fair,  straightforward  way  of  dis- 
cuHsing  the  subject  would  be  on  such  a  Bill. 
Honourable  members  should  not  be  asked  to 
give  a  preference  to  an  individual  who  in  times 
gone  by,  and  lately  also,  has  exercised  great 
power  in  the  Legislature,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  colony.  There  have  been  several  Bills 
before  tlic  House  dealing  with  the  settlement 
of  land.  Will  tlie  Government  give  the  same 
right  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  to  have  his  Bill  discussed?  The  House 
sliould  deal  with  this  question  as  a  whole,  and 
not  piecemeal.  I  hope  tho  House  will  not 
allow  til  is  Bill  to  bo  discharged. 

Mr.  BKYCK. — The  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  has  really  anticipated  and  expressed 
very  well  a  great  deal  of  what  I  wanted  to  say. 
Why  should  this  order  be  dischargt.'d  ?  Because 
the  honourable  member  for  Lincoln  wants  to 
bring  forward  a  certain  resolution.  Now,  I  say 
that  if  this  very  lar^e  question  is  to  be  dis- 
cussed and  afhrmcd  by  tho  House  it  ought  to 
be  discussed  and  affirmed  on  a  Bill.  I  object 
altogether  to  the  resolution  that  the  honour- 
able member  intends  to  bring  forward  instead 
of  his  Bill — not  on  its  merits;  but  I  think,  if 
the  Government  are  to  take  action  in  such  a 
matter  as  this,  it  ought  to  be  by  a  Bill  solemnly 
affirmed  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
and  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  not  by  a 
resolution  such  as  it  is  proposed  to  introduce. 
It  is  for  that  reason  I  object  to  the  discharge 
of  this  Bill,  and  I  fully  indorse  a  great  deal 
that  has  been  said  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Unfortunately,  at 
the  present  moment  there  are  a  great  many 
more  sellers  of  land  than  there  are  buyers,  and 
I  do  not  think  at  this  stage  of  the  session  we 
should  waste  a  couple  of  days  in  discussing  a 
-question  of  this  kind.  There  is  an  instance  down 
south  at  present  in  which  a  company  offers  to 
Bell  its  land  for  settlement  for  £12  or  £13  an 
acre,  and  yet  that  same  company  wished  to 
have  the  land  valued  under  the  property-tax 
Mr,  Maeandrew 


at  £5  per  acre.  This  system  is  sore  tD  fl^ 
the  way  to  a  great  deal  of  jobbety,  ind  if  & 
House  agrees  to  it  members  will  hare  aaa 
hereafter  to  lament  their  action  in  zegiij  b 
it.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  which  shonldiKitbB 
dealt  hurriedly  with ;  and,  as  we  are  all  \sx^ 
forward  to  getting  away  soon,  I  hope  we  Uall 
not  open  the  door  to  a  protracted  discossi&E  d 
the  question. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  —  It  appears  to  me  tbs 
there  is  some  misapprehension  on  this  sal^ 
The  impression  in  the  minds  of  hosoaoliii 
members  appears  to  be  that  the  hmionnUe 
member  for  Lincoln  ia  to  bring  forward  i  tes?- 
lution  to  compel  the  Government  to  pozdaa 
this  land.  The  honourable  member  for  Eimaia 
says  tho  question  should  be  discossed  on  tk 
Bill  itself ;  but,  if  I  understand  the  mstsa 
aright,  the  honourable  member  for  Lisc^n 
proceeding  in  accordance  with  thepronsSB 
of  the  Land  Act  of  last  session— namely,  tiat 
a  resolution  can  be  submitted  to  both  Hots 
for  the  purchase  of  land  if  the  Waste  Lak 
Board  recommends  it.  The  honourable  ido- 
ber  for  Lincoln  is  pursuing  that  coiusa;  la^ 
the  only  mistake  he  has  made  is  that  this  iw- 
lution  should  have  been  brought  down  witlm 
ten  days  after  the  opening  of  the  sesam. 
Speaking  from  memory,  I  believe  that  is  tk 
case. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Then,  if  that  is  the  ciff,  I 
no  resolution  of  this  kind  can  at  this  stfl^<^ ; 
the  session  have  any  effect.  I  do  notse«i8f| 
objection  to  discharging  the  order  of  the  dtj, 
and  leaving  the  honourable  gentleman  to  plI^ 
sue  his  own  course. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  should  it  require  t 
special  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  if  a  resolutta* 
all  that  is  necessary  according  to  law? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  really  do  not  kwt. 
The  Government  has  no  control  oxts ^ 
which  honourable  members  choose  to  is^ 
duce.  We  thought  it  only  right  to  giw » 
honourable  gentleman  facility  to  bring  do* 
a  resolution;  but,  on  looking  into  thenut^' 
further,  I  think  it  is  now  too  late, 

Mr.  0'CALLAGHAN.~I  may  explain  tWl 
have  looked  into  the  question ;  and  this  v» 
lution  is  simply  a  recommendation  to  tk 
Government  to  make  the  purchase.  If  ^ 
should  think  it  advisable  to  do  so,  it  will  1k^ 
them  to  lay  a  resolution  before  the  Hos* 
within  ten  days  after  it  meets  next  seas* 
This  is  only  a  recommendation  to  them  tl^ 
they  should  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  am  astonished  at tii 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  taking  ^ 
a  step  as  he  has  done,  after  what  has  iM' 
taken  place  on  the  floor  of  this  Honse.  11** 
simply  an  attempt  to  smother  discassios,  »^ 
to  bring  the  matter  up  in  another  war.  ^ 
that  the  people  of  the  country  may  not^tt 
what  is  being  done.  The  land  to  be  boB^ 
under  this  Bill  at  £12  an  acre  is  the  piop^ 
of  Mr.  Michael  Studholme,  the  man  ^"'J 
mixed  up  with  ^lajor  Steward  in  the  c^^ 
tiie  Waimate  KaiUvay  debentures.  He  is.* 
at  least,  was,  guaranteeing  an  oveidzaftist^ 
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nk  for  Major  Steward  to  the  tune  of  £250; 
d,  if  he  can  get  the  Government  to  buy  this 
ad  at  the  price  named,  no  doubt  Major 
eward  is  to  get  a  commission  for  the  sale,  as 
I  did  for  the  sale  of  the  debentures. 
Mr,  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
te  gentleman  has  any  right  to  <refer  to  the 
ivate  affairs  of  honourable  members  in  dis- 
A&ing  a  public  measure. 
Mr.  SUTTER.— It  is  no  secret  in  any  way ; 
id  what  I  want  to  say  is,  that  it  seems  to  me 
at  there  is  another  commission  sticking  out 
mewhere  here.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  looks 
xy  like  it.  If  this  man  wants  to  sell  his  land 
i  can  sell  it  very  well  to  the  people  who,  we 
e  told,  are  so  anxious  to  take  it  up.  Why, 
yen,  come  to  this  House  and  ask  the  Govem- 
ent  to  buy  it  ?  If  the  House  only  knew  the 
ims  of  money  which  have  been  advanced  to 
16  District  of  Waimate  in  making  roads 
trough  this  man's  land,  it  would  be  very 
iich  astonished.  I  should  like  the  Govem- 
lont  to  say  what  amount  of  money  has  been 
Ten  to  this  man  already.  Men  who  are  under- 
ood  to  be  employed  in  doing  work  on  the  waste 
bnds  of  the  colony,  and  who  should  have  been 
i  engaged,  have  been  employed  instead  in 
lakiug  roads  on  Mr.  Studholme's  land.  I 
link  the  House  should  have  known  that,  and 
lat  it  is  in  order  to  smother  discussion  that 
i  is  proposed  to  discharge  this  Bill  and  to 
ling  down  a  resolution ;  and  I  say  it  is  quite 
iear  that  the  Government  is  assisting  in  this 
latter.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  says  that  he 
new  nothing  about  it:  but  he  did  not  dis- 
oarage  it,  and  the  whole  of  the  Gk>vemment 
anst  have  known  what  was  going  on  in  the 
>bbies  in  order  to  get  the  Bill  discharged.  Why 
id  not  the  Government  take  the  lojid  under 
he  Property -tax  Act  if  it  was  put  down  under 
ke  real  value  ?  It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Stud- 
lohne  valued  this  land  under  the  Property- 
Bx  Act  at  £6  per  acre,  and  the  Govem- 
nent  telegraphed  to  Frank  Slee,  asking  him 
0  arrange  the  purchase  of  this  land,  so,  as  far 
tflcan  see,  to  get  a  commission,  and  divide 
t  with  the  member  for  Waimate.  This  is  the 
ort  of  man  the  Waimate  electors  get  for  their 
representative.  I  should  like  to  know  how  it 
»4s  that  the  Government  should  have  allowed 
fven  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill ;  for  they  must 
UiTe  known  perfectly  well  what  was  the  value 
rf  the  land,  as  I  believe  their  own  valuer  went 
lown  there  and  valued  it.  Why  was  not  that 
Bformation  laid  before  the  House  when  the  Bill 
»»s  brought  down  ?  I  am  astonished,  and  the 
sountry  will  be  astonished,  at  the  action  which 
iho  hononrable  member  for  Waimate  has  taken 
m  connection  with  this  matter,  and  that  he 
^ould  come  here  and  repeat  the  same  dose 
vhich  he  gave  us  on  a  previous  occasion.  The 
wuntry  is  ringing  with  his  name  down  our 
Vftvnovr,and  I  am  astonished  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands  should  assist  him  insuch  a  thing. 

ifr.  BALLANCE. — I  have  expressed  no  opin- 
bn  whatever  on  the  merits  of  this  case. 

Captam  RUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  repeat 
tte  aphorism  of  Oxenstiern,  the  famous  Swedish 
Chancellor,  **  Behold,  my  son,  with  how  little . 


wisdom  the  world  is  governed  I  "  There  appears 
to  be  scarcely  a  member  of  this  House  who  re- 
members the  168th  clause  of  the  Land  Act  of 
last  session,  or,  if  they  had,  they  would  have 
seen  how  little  reason  there  is  for  this  storm  in 
a  teacup.  It  is  there  distinctly  provided  that 
what  is  now  so  animadverted  on  shall  be  done ; 
and  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  position  of  any 
Government  is  a  difficult  one  in  carrying  out 
that  particular  proceeding.  I  do  not  believe  in 
this  perpetual  tinkering  with  the  land  system ; 
but  that  clause  of  the  Land  Act  of  last  session 
distinctly  says  that  if  a  person  is  willing  to 
sell  his  land,  and  if  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
recommends  the  purchase,  the  Government 
can  buy  the  land ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  see 
why  the  course  now  proposed  to  be  pur- 
sued should  be  so  animadverted  on.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  anything  in  the  objection 
that  the  resolution  must  be  submitted  within 
ten  days  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  That 
only  applies  when  an  agreement  has  been  en- 
tered into  before  Parliament  meets,  but  it  would 
not  prevent  a  resolution  being  brought  in  at 
any  time  during  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  I 
disapprove  of  the  system  altogether,  and  look 
upon  it  as  merely  giving  facility  to  people — 
friends  of  Ministers — to  enter  into  jobs ;  but  a 
House  which  has  devoted  itself  to  the  passing 
of  liberal  land-laws  has  placed  the  provision 
on  the  Statute  Book,  and  we  must  abide  by 
it.  It  appears  to  me  that  under  this  Act  the 
Government  may  enter  into  agreements  with 
their  friends  to  buy  land  if  they  so  choose.  I 
always  thought  it  wrong;  but  do  not  let  us 
make  a  fuss  about  it  now,  as  we  have  delibe- 
rately given  them  that  power  by  statute. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  should  like  to  mform  the 
House  of  the  pressure  which  has  been  brought 
to  bear  with  respect  to  this  matter.  A  peti- 
tion came  up  from  the  people  of  Waimate 
praying  that  this  land  might  be  taken  over  by 
the  Government  at  a  cost  of  £12  an  acre,  the 
land  to  be  bought  from  Mr.  Studholmo.  The 
Waste  Lands  Committee  decided  by  a  con- 
siderable majority  that  there  was  ample  pro- 
vision in  law  to  deal  with  the  case  in  proper 
course,  and  that  it  would  be  highly  improper 
for  the  Committee  to  recommend  that  the  law 
should  be  broken.  But  why  this  pressure  to 
make  the  Government  take  the  land  at  £12  an 
acre  in  favour  of  this  gentleman  or  this  dis- 
trict? Why  should  there  not  be  applications 
made  throughout  the  country  from  persons 
willing  to  sell  in  suitable  localities  ?  But  that 
is  not  the  chief  objection  I  have  to  the  course 
which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  It  is  taking  an  advantage  which,  I  fear, 
the  Government  would  not  concede  to  other 
members  with  regard  to  the  postponement  of 
the  orders  of  the  day  so  that  they  may  bring 
forward  in  some  other  way  matters  in  which 
they  arc  interested.  I  know  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  has  a  Bill  on  the 
Order  Paper  which  he  would  be  very  pi  ad  to 
get  withdrawn  in  order  that  he  might  bring 
forward  a  motion  on  going  into  Comniittoa 
of  fciipply ;  but  ho  has  not  been  able  to  do 
that.    If  thifl  motion   is  carried   I  hopa-^i""» 
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House  will  see  that  the  same  advantaffe  U 
given  to  other  members,  on  whatever  side  of 
the  House  they  may  be. 

Mr.  ROLLKSTON.  —  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  a  point  which  has  not  yet  been  eli- 
cited,  and  that  is  that  it  is  not  shown  where 
is  the  necessity  for  a  resolution  of  the  House. 
The  Waste  Lands  Committee  has,  it  is  true, 
favourably  recommended  the  taking  of  land  in 
this  locality,  and  there  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  that'  the  Government  of  the  day  will 
have  to  make  provision  for  settlement  in  that 
district,  which  is  at  present  occupied  by  large 
estates ;  but  the  question  is,  What  have  we  to 
do  with  it  to-day?  Why  any  need  of  the 
House  to  take  up  time  iu  the  matter?  The 
responsibility  of  taking  or  not  taking  the  land 
rests  with  the  Government,  and  the  Waste 
Lands  Committoo  has  said  that  the  matter 
should  go  to  the  Government,  and  has  indi- 
cated an  opinion  that  land  might  be  taken  for 
this  purpose — a  recommendation  in  which  I 
agree:  but  the  misfortune  of  this  particular 
block  of  land  is  the  individual  from  whom 
it  is  to  bo  bought,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  matter  has  been  moved  in  by  a  par- 
ticular member  of  the  House.  I  cannot 
understand,  again,  why  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for.  IJncoln  should  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  bring  forward  such  a  resolution  on 
the  motion  for  going  into  Supply.  The  re- 
sponsibility must  rest  with  the  Government; 
and  no  private  member  should  be  employed 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  Dealing  with  pri- 
vate lands  can  never  be  properly  carried  out 
unless  it  is  done  in  a  fair  and  open  way  by 
the  (iovernment  themselves ;  for  it  will  always 
be  open  to  make  charges  of  abuse  if  private 
niombors  bring  forward  matters  of  the  kind. 
The  honourable  member  for  Lincoln  will  en- 
tirely understand  tliat  I  do  not  blame  him  at 
all— I  know  he  is  anxious  in  this  matter  of 
settUment,  and  is  only  influenced  by  public 
motives — but  I  think  ho  has  gone  a  little  out 
of  his  province.  He  certainly  cannot  appear 
here  now  as  representing  either  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  or  the  Canterbury  Waste 
Lands  Board;  but  he  is  anxious  about  the 
matter,  and  has  taken  a  position  which  any 
one  else  might  have  taken — unnecessarily,  as  I 
tl.iiik,  because  the  responsibility  rests  with  the 
Government  alone. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  hope  I  may  be  allowed, 
in  explanation — as  there  appears  to  be  an  im- 
pression that  the  Government  are  favourable  to 
the  resolution — to  state  explicitly  that  our  al- 
lowing these  orders  to  bo  postponed  does  not  in 
any  way  commit  the  Government  to  support 
the  resolution,  nor  hod  we  any  idea  that  it 
would  be  discussed  now.  We  reluctantly  con- 
sented to  the  postponement,  because  we  thought 
— so  I  understood  it — that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. So  far  from  supporting  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimate,  when 
the  matter  came  up  in  Cabinet  the  other  day 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  the  same  as  that 
of  the  last  speaker — that,  if  the  matter  is  to 
be  dealt  with  at  all,  it  should  be  dealt  with 
Mr.  Fulton 


by  a  general  Bill,  like  that  of  tin  houNiBUi 
member  for  Auckland  East,  and  not  in  s  pM»> 
meal  way. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Now  that  twentytwo  oito 
have  been  postponed  in  order  that  it  might  bi 
moved  that  this  Bill  should  be  diichsigei  if 
discharge  is  refused,  should  we  go  on  with  iht 
consideration  of  this  Bill  at  once? 

Mr,  SPEAKER.— No;  we  should  go  b«4l» 
the  consideration  of  Order  No.  7. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  think  it  is  most  imfartS" 
nate  that  the  Government  should  have  igseei 
to  the  postponement.  It  does  not  sppeii  to> 
me  that  this  discussion  can  serre  anj  good 
purpose,  or  that  any  good  pozpose  eia  bi 
served  by  having  Supply  intercepted  by  dis- 
cussing the  resolution  to  which  referenoe  bis 
been  made.  This  proposal  appesn  to  me  to 
be  a  total  departure  from  the  piinc^le  of  th» 
Land  Act,  which  places  the  respopsibilitf 
for  any  purchase  of  land  on  the  Minister  d 
Lands,  and  enacts  that  no  agreement  he  w»j 
make  shall  be  binding  unless  it  hss  been  ip- 
proved  by  Parliament,  before  whom  it  must  bi 
laid  within  ten  days  of  its  meeting.  Xow,»hai 
is  this  proposal  but  one  to  catch  the  spppw^ 
of  Parliament  by  anticipation  without  pnpff 
investigation,  and  to  force  the  Minister's  buid 
in  making  a  purchase  ?  The  proposal  is  s  me^ 
improper  one,  and  the  House  can  onlj  protect 
itself  by  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  LAKE.— I  am  very  much  surprised!* 
this  motion.  Though  a  member  of  the  Wast* 
Lands  Committee,  I  was  not  present  when  tb« 
resolution  was  passed,  as  I  was  then  attending 
another  Committee.  But  I  have  looked  up  tb 
facts,  and  I  find  the  Committee  canicd  thi« 
resolution  without  a  division  : — 

'♦  That  the  Committee  recommends  the  ob- 
ject desired  by  the  petitioners  to  the  favounblB 
consideration  of  the  Government ;  and  also  d^ 
sires  to  express  the  opinion  that,  in  cases  soti 
as  this,  the  Government  should,  on  the  recoas- 
mendation  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  tib 
steps  to  obtain  land  for  settlement  in  scocrd- 
ance  with  the  existing  law." 

Now,  I  do  not  see  the  slightest  need  ix 
raising  the  question  in  the  House  at  all,  be- 
cause what  is  proposed  to  be  done  the  Gowie- 
ment  have  power  to  do  under  the  Land  Act 
This  is  only  one  of  many  instances  which  h&« 
been  brought  before  the  Committee  this  seaeicB. 
in  which  it  has  been  shown  that  the  Gotoa- 
ment  have  desired  to  shirk  their  respon<ibiliiy- 
What  is  the  object  of  the  resolution?  Itis  t) 
throw  on  the  House  the  decision  of  a  qucssks. 
involving  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility. 
The  Government,  instead  of  taking  their  is- 
sponsibility,  try  to  shelter  themselves  under* 
re.solution  of  the  House.  They  do  not  exprea 
any  opinion;  and  this  House,* uninformed aad 
ignorant,  is  asked  to  tako  the  responsibility  d! 
the  shoulders  of  the  Government.  I  do  hop* 
the  House  will  not  allow  the  Government  to 
shnflle  off  the  responsibility  properly  detolnag 
upon  them. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  do  hope  themotionwiB 
be  withdrawn  by  the  mover.  I  voted  with  him 
in  the  last  division,  to  giva  him  an  opportuni^' 
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of  explaining  Ms  reasons  for  taking  this  extra- 
ordinary step.  We  have  now  heard  that  ex- 
planation from  him,  and  a  great  deal  more 
irom  other  honourable  members ;  and  I  think, 
after  what  we  have  heard,  that  the  Grovemment, 
and  all  others  who  voted  witii  the  honourable 
member  for  Lincoln,  are  perfectly  justified  now 
an  voting  against  him  if  ne  does  not  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Sir  G.  GKEY.— I  hope  the  House  will  not 
^igree  to  this  most  irregular  motion ;  and  every 
one  must  regret  that  the  Government  has  lent 
itself  to  it.     Why  is  this  extraordinary  favour 
shown  to  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate  ? 
What  claim  has  he  on  the  Government?    I 
think  he  is  the  last  person  whom  the  Govern- 
ment should  go  out  of  their  way,  at  the  present 
time,  to  do  a  service  to — an  irregular  service. 
I  leave  it    to    the  House  whether  anything 
could  be  more  unfair  thsm  my  own  treatment 
in  this  matter.    I  brought  forward  a  general 
Bill,  which,  through  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  never  allowed  to  come  on.    I  lost 
my  chance  through  their  treatment   of  me. 
Now,  whilst  I  am  left  in  this  position,  an  ex- 
traordinary favour  is  shown  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimate.    Why  ?    I  say  that  the 
Government  ought  not  in  any  way  to  identify 
themselves  with  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
any  transaction  of  this  kind.    I  really  feel  that 
it  would  be  better  for  themselves  to  refrain  at 
the  present  time  from  being  mixed  up  in  a 
transaction  of  this  sort  with  a  gentleman  who 
certainly  has  not  treated  the  Government  well 
—who  has  not  treated  the  Treasurer  well,  I 
must  say.     Then,  again,  I  apprehend  that  this 
ts  not  a  fulfilment  of  the  law — that  the  law 
does  not  require  this  to  be  done.     What  has 
been  done  is  this :  An  extraordinary  privilege 
— an  unheard-of  privilege,  I  say  —  hias  been 
^iven  by  the  Government  in  suspending  all 
their  own  business  in  order  that  this  question 
may  be  brought  on.    Whv,  if  that  privilege  is 
accorded  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
mate, is  it  not  accorded  to  me  ?    I  have  a  Bill 
which,  as  is  known  to  honourable  members,  I 
am  anxious  to  move  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
which  would  be  almost  as  well;  but  when  I 
■appealed  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom 
this  privilege  has  been  given — who  has  a  Bill 
in  front  of  mine — to  allow  me  to  move  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders,  he  distinctly 
told  me  he  would  not. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— No. 
Sir  G.  GKEY.— I  put  the  question  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  said  No. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— No. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man state  what  he  did  say  ? 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— The  honourable 
gentleman  misunderstood  me  altogether.  I 
said  I  thought  it  was  too  large  a  question  to  be 
•entered  into,  and  that  I  thought  it  had  no 
chance. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Therefore  it  was  not  to  be 
done.  That  is  the  position  in  which  I  stand. 
I  do  ask  the  House  to  set  its  face  against 
something  which  I  believe  is  decidedly  wrong. 
It  is  a  subject  which  from  its  great  delicacy 


one  has  a  difficulty  in  speaking  on.  I  really 
cannot  say  on  it  all  I  should  wish  to  say; 
but  I  have  an  inward  feeling,  which  I  cannot 
exprrss,  that  something  really  wrong  is  to  be 
dono  to  the  House  and  the  country — something 
thut  ought  not  to  be  done.  I  cannot  get  over 
that  feeling.  I  earnestly  implore  the  House 
not  to  sanction  a  transaction  of  this  kind,  and 
I  am  certain  the  House  will  regret  it  if  it  ever 
does  sanction  it. 

Mr.  CONOLLY.— I  entirely  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East,  and  in  the  conclusion  he  has  arrived 
at.  As  he  says,  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is 
something  intended  by  this  apparently  simple 
proceeding.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East  has  asked  why  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimate  is  specially  favoured  by 
having  all  the  Government  business  put  aside 
in  order  that  this  special  matter  may  come 
on.  But  I  ask  another  question,  which  I  think 
is  equally  pertinent:  Why  is  the  honourable 
member  not  here  to  take  charge  of  his  own 
Bill?  He  was  here  but  a  few  minutes  ago, 
and  voted  to  allow  this  matter  to  come 
on;  but  he  goes  out  and  leaves  another 
member  to  ask  for  the  discharge  of  his  own 
Bill.  If  there  is  nothing  wrong,  nothing 
underbimd  in  this  proposal,  what  would  have 
been  more  simple  than,  the  other  business 
having  been  postponed  to  reach  his  Bill,  for 
him  to  move  its  discharge  on  the  ground  that 
he  did  not  wish  it  to  continue  to  incumber  the 
Order  Paper,  it  being  so  late  in  the  session? 
We  knowlbhat  probably  not  one  of  the  private 
members'  Bills  can  come  on  again  this  session, 
because  we  all  hope  it  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close.  But  the  extraordinary  course  taken  to 
get  the  Bill  discharged  is  extremely  suspicious, 
and  I  almost  think  the  House  ought  unani- 
mously to  reject  the  proposal,  and  let  the  Bill 
remain  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  am  eorry  that  the 
time  of  the  House  should  have  been  taken 
up  in  anticipating  a  discussion  which  might 
have  come  oH  had  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
moving  the  motion  which  I  wish  to  bring  for- 
ward on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  It 
was  not  my  intention  to  provoke  a  debate 
at  all,  but  I  simply  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  matter  forward;  and 
I  would  like  to  point  out  that  I  did  not  do 
this  in  the  interests  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimate,  as  certain  honourable  gentle- 
men who  I  am  afraid  are  not  impartial  have 
hinted.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waimate  in  this  matter,  and 
}  c  seems  to  me  that  that  suggestion  was  only 
tiirown  out  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the 
object  which  I  have  in  view.  The  fact  is  this : 
that  during  this  session  we  have  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  going  into  mattei's  coxmected 
with  village  settlements,  and  the  question  of 
settling  people  on  the  land  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Land  Act  in  connection  with  that  sub- 
ject. During  last  session  we  included  a  clause 
in  that  Act  enabling  the  Government  to  do 
some^ing ;  but  up  to  the  present  time  nothing 
has  been  done.    We  have  had  several  petitiona 
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preeentcd  to  the  House  'this  year,  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
and  recommendations  have  been  made  by  that 
Committee;  bnt  the  matter  has  not  been* 
brought  before  the  House.  The  resolution 
-which  I  had  intended  to  move  was  to  this 
effect:  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  action  under  the  existing 
law,  and  that  they  should  enter  into  agree- 
ments, as  recommended  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  and  should  present  those  agree- 
ments to  Parliament  within  ten  days  of  its 
meeting  next  session,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing the  sanction  of  the  House  to  those  agree- 
ments. That,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  proper 
course  to  follow,  and  I  conceive  that  we  are 
acting  quite  within  our  duty  in  taking  action 
to  recommend  the  Government  to  proceed 
under  the  law  passed  last  session.  It  is  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  object  for  me  to  have  in  view. 
I  was  not  actuated  by  any  particular  anxiety  to 
have  a  special  settlement  established  at  Wai- 
mate — I  wish  to  see  these  special  settlements 
established  all  over  the  country ;  and,  if  it  would 
meet  the  views  of  the  House,  I  would  like  to 
say  that,  if  this  motion  is  carried,  I  will  bring 
down  the  resolution  in  this  amended  form : 
*'That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Government 
should  purchase  blocks  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  \illage  settlements  in  suitable 
localities." 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  can  move  that  without 
discharging  this  order. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  can  only  say  again 
that  I  did  not  make  this  motion  with  any  desire 
of  relieving  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
mate,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to 
the  recommendations  which  have  come  from 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Canterbury  and 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  of  this  House; 
and  I  say  that  I  was  justified  in  taking  such 
action.  I  am  sorry  that  this  motion  should 
have  led  to  such  a  debate,  and  that  remarks 
should  have  been  made  the  only  object  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  was  to  gratify  certain  little 
personal  prejudices. 

Motion  negatived. 

RABBIT  BILL. 
Mr.  TOLE,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Babbit  Bill,  said,  —  Although  this  Bill 
has  only  just  been  circulated,  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  take  the  second  read- 
ing to-day,  because  its  object  simply  is  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint 
Committee  which  sat  to  consider  questions 
relating  to  sheep  and  rabbits.  The  first  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  was  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  compel  owners 
of  runs  or  other  lands  infested  with  rabbits 
to  take  simultaneous  action  with  regard  to 
the  destruction  of  rabbits ;  and  it  was  also 
recommended  that  the  penalty  for  failure  to 
destroy  rabbits,  or  to  take  necessary  action 
with  that  end  in  view,  should  be  increased 
from  £20  to  £100,  but  that  there  should  be  a 
right  of  appeal  where  the  penalty  amounted  to 
£10  or  upwards.  Another  recommendation  was 
that  there  should  be,  in  addition  to  other  reme- 
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dies  and  expedients  for  getting  rid  of  rabbits,, 
provision  for  the  erection  of  rabbit-proof  fences 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  rabbits.  It  appeals 
that  this  expedient  has  been  adopted  in  some 
parts  of  the  colony— notably  in  Hawke's  Bay— 
and  that  it  has  been  found  an  effective  me^od 
of  preventing  the  spread  of  the  pest.  The  Bill 
is  simply  a  machmery  Bill  to  cany  out  these 
recommendations.  First,  the  Governor  is  to 
notify  those  districts  in  which  this  portion  of 
the  Act  is  to  come  into*  operation,  and  then 
the  management  of  these  matters  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  to 
be  elected  to  administer  the  Act.  The  Boazd 
is  to  be  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Regulation  of  Local  Elections  Act  of  1676. 
These  trustees  are  to  have  power  to  raise 
money  by  levying  a  rate  not  exceeding  Id. 
per  sheep  or  5d.  per  head  of  cattle ;  and  tfa» 
rands  thus  obtained  are  to  be  subsidized  bv 
the  Government.  Then,  to-  enable  the  Boaid 
to  carry  out  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
Act,  the  Governor  in  Council  is  to  have  povor 
to  issue  regulations  under  the  Act.  These  are 
the  principal  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  I  beg 
to  move,  That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  COWAN.  — This  Bill  appears  to  me 
to  be  entirely  a  machinery  Bill,  and,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  stated,  it  is  the 
result  of  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee. 
I  shall  therefore  only  delay  the  House  a 
few  moments ;  but  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
honourable  members  the  necessity  for  giving 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee, because  this  question  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  coimtry.  It  is,  in  fact,, 
a  question  of  very  much  greater  magnitude 
than  most  people  are  aware  of;  and  I  maf 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  is 
itself  the  party  most  interested  in  the  proper 
carr3ring-out  of  means  to  reduce  the  evils  of  the 
rabbit-pest.  To  give  the  House  an  idea  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  pest  has  grown,  I  may 
say  that  in  the  first  year  when  rabbit-skiiis 
were  exported — in  1873 — only  37,716  were  sent 
away,  the  declared  value  of  which,  at  the  Cus- 
tomhouse was  £1,263,  while  every  year  sinoe 
an  increasing  number  has  been  sent  away,  the 
result  being  that  the  average  number  exported 
for  the  past  fourteen  years  has  been  5,269,617. 
I  have  the  figures  before  me,  and  I  will 
rapidly  go  over  them : — 


Year  1873 

36,716 

1,263 

«f 

1874 

56,604 

1,878 

*f 

1876 

111,542 

3,913 

» 

1876 

311,632 

4,418 

m 

1877 

918,236 

8,630 

^ 

1878 

8,976,409 

33,460 

tf 

1879 

5,384,606 

46,759 

m 

1880 

7,605,616 

66,976 

1 

1881 

8,514,685 

84,774 

tt 

1882 

9,198,837 

88,725 

^ 

1883 

.        9,891,805 

100,955 

m- 

1884 

9,807,665 

107,614 

H 

1886 

9,168,114 

85,754 

tr- 

1886 

8».892,872 

81,841 
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-^  average  number   exported    dnrinpj  these 
.  .«ea   years  has  be  311   5,2GJ,617,  aad   the 
:  -  declared  value  of  those  numbers  which  I 
^    given  is  £716,806  sterling.    These  figures 
^_h   I   have    enumerated   will,  I   have  no 
.  4>  open  the  minds  of   honourable   mem- 
_rio  the  m%gnitude  of  this  pest  with  which 
^   aave  to  deal ;  and  here  I  may  state  that 
^    aumbers  of  rabbit-skins  exported  from  the 
1-  itry  represent  a  very  small  proportion  of 
.  xabbits  that  have  been  destroyed  ;  because, 
*  now  granted,  the  most  effective  means  of 
^    bating  this  evil  is  the  use  of  phosphorized 
,  and  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  rabbits 
^  id  by  that  process  are  ever  found  ;  because, 
~  r  having  taken  the  poison,  they  crawl  away 
holes  and  rough  places,  and  are  not  dis- 
ffed.     I  hope  that  the  House  will  pass  this 
« because  I  think  that,  when  certain  amend- 
its  have  been  embodied  in  it  in  Gonmiittee, 
Act  "will  give  us  a  better  prospect  of  coping 
'  a  this  evil  than  we  have  at  present. 
"  It.  BUCHANAN.— I  do  not  wish  to  delay 
House  by  any  discussion  whatever  upon 
'  t  Bill.     I  have  simply  to  indorse  the  re- 
cks made  by  the  last  speaker,  and  to  ask 

-  lourable  members,   though    they  are  very 
.  cious   to  get  the    business    of   the  session 

shed  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  give  their 

-  t  attention  to  this  measure,  which  is  in- 
ided  to  give  effect  to  the  report  which  was 
Mented  to  this  House  after  the  Committee 
i  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  obtain  the 
ifc  possible  information. 

Mr.  LAKE.— This  Bill  has  been  circulated 

recently  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give 

y  opinion  respecting  it ;    but  there  is  one 

Wse  which  strikes  me  as  being  exceedingly 

^Qst,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  asking 

'  •  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 

explain  the  operation  of  it.    That  is  clause 

1^  by  which  a  rate  is  levied  upon  the  owner  or 

irapicr  of  land.    The  point  I  wish  to  eluci- 

lle  is  this :  In  certain  districts,  of  course,  the 

dbbits   are  not  a  nuisance.     The  gentlemen 

Ik>  arc  debating  this  matter  are  mostly  con- 

dering  their  own  localities.    In  my  own  dis- 

iet  the  question  is  of  a  very  different  charac- 

ir.    There  the  rabbits,  in  any  largo  numbers, 

te  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  largo  ab- 

Butee  properties;  and  what  I  want  to  know  is, 

rhcther  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry'  that 

urge  absentee  properties  should  bo  allowed  to 

«rvo  as  breeding-places  for  the  rabbits,  and 

►bould  not  be  liable  to  the  charge  for  their 

lestmction.     As  far  as  I  can  see,  any  person 

making  use  of  his  land  as  an  actual  resident 

will  have  to  pay  the   rate,   while  the  person 

who  chooses  to  let  his  land  lie  idle  will  escape 

that  rate.    I  shall  be  glad  if  the  Ministers  will 

tell  us  what  the  intention  is. 

Mr.  LANCE.— The  fact  is  that  that  clause 
only  comes  into  operation  if  the  ratepayers  of 
the  district  choose  to  elect  a  body  of  trustees 
to  take  over  the  working  of  the  Rabbit  Act. 
It  is  entirely  optional,  and  a  certain  majority 
is  required  to  bring  it  into  operation. 

Sir  J,  VOGEL.— Before  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  is  put  I  desire  to 


say  a  v/ord  or  two  upon  h.  Tho  question  has 
come  before  me  as  Treasurer  whether  we 
should  consent  to  clause  24,  which  charges 
upon  the  consolidated  revenue  a  pound-for- 
pound  subsidy;  and  tho  Government  have 
agreed  to  do  so.  What  I  am  about  to  say  ia 
rather  my  individual  opinion  than  any  expres- 
sion of  the  Cabinet,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  Committee  have  altogether  failed  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  eradicating  tho  pest, 
which  I  do  not  think  they  exaggerate  in  saying 
is  one  of  the  most  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony.  I  think,  however,  it  is  fair  to 
the  Committee  to  say  that  they  do  not  pretend 
to  deal  with  the  question  exhaustively.  They 
recommend,  in  fact,  that  in  settled  districto 
efforts  should  be  made  to  keep  down  the  pest 
as  far  as  possible ;  but  the  recommendations, 
so  far  as  they  concern  the  large  extent  of 
country  held  by  the  Crown,  seem  to  me  to  be 
entirely  inadequate.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
if  the  rabbits  had  been  left  entirely  unmolested 
and  untouched  sinco  they  came  to  the  country 
they  would  not  have  ceased  to  a  far  greater- 
extent  than  they  have  done ;  in  fact,  I  think,, 
in  the  course  of  time,  they  would  have  died 
out :  whereas  the  thinning  of  the  rabbits  that 
has  been  going  on  during  these  years  has 
assisted  them  in  surviving  more  than  the 
ordinary  length  of  time  such  pests  will  survive. 
We  have  only  to  go  to  the  experience  of  Canada 
to  know  that  within  a  limited  number  of  years 
pests  of  this  kind  die  out  from  natural  disease 
if  they  are  left  unmolested.  In  a  country 
like  this,  where  the  value  of  pasturage  is  sa 
enormously  important,  it  is  unquestionable 
that  we  cannot  afford  to  leave  such  an  evil  un- 
touched ;  but  I  ask  myself,  are  we  dealing  with 
it  satisfactorily?  Is  tho  money  well  expended? 
Large  sums  of  money  are  expended :  are  they 
well  expended?  I  notice  that  the  report  re- 
commends what  are  called  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  the  rabbit  —  tho  breeding  of  ferrets 
and  the  importation  of  stoats  and  weasels. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  importation  of  those 
vermin  will  fail  to  lead  to  a  greater  pest  than, 
or,  at  any  rate,  as  great  a  pest  as,  the  other 
which  it  is  meant  to  displace.  I  believe,  from 
a  scientific  point  of  view,  tho  Committee  are 
wrong  in  speaking  of  those  animals  as  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  rabbits :  they  are  only 
their  enemies  so  far  as  their  instincts  lead  them 
to  destroy  the  rabbits;  but  I  believe,  from  a 
scientific  point  of  view,  the  meaning  of  "  the 
natural  enemy"  is  an  animal  that  is  productive 
of  disease  to  another  animal — that  is  the  na- 
tural enemy;  and  I  believe  that  tho  natural 
enemy  of  the  rabbit,  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  is  the  fox.  Now,  tho  question  is,  Can  wo 
eradicate  this  pest  altogether?  If  so  it  would 
be  hard  to  say  what  would  be  too  largo  a  sum 
to  pay  to  effect  that  purpose.  The  Government 
of  New  South  Wales,  a  short  while  ago,  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
suggested  that  the  colonies  should  jointly 
subscribe  a  sum  of  £50,000  to  offer  by  way 
of  reward  to  the  person  who  should  suc- 
ceed in  producing  a  scientific  means  of  eradi- 
cating these  animals.    In  Canada,  I  am  in- 
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formed  authentically  from  the  evidence  of 
several  persons,  the  plains  are  covered  with 
millions  of  dead  rabbits  after  disease  has  ap- 
peared amongst  them,  their  death  being  caused 
by  natural  disease.  There  are  some  people  who 
consider  there  is  no  harm  whatever  in  poison- 
ing rabbits,  in  killing  them  with  ferrets,  or  in 
bringing  in  stoats  and  weasels  to  kill  them,  but 
who  thmk  there  is  some  harm  in  introducing 
disease  amongst  them.  That  is  a  flue  point  of 
ethics  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  understand : 
I  think  it  is  just  as  lawful  to  dcsiroy  these 
animals  by  disease  as  by  poison.  The  question 
is,  Can  we  get  some  one  with  competent  know- 
ledge and  su  flic  lent  Kcience  at  hi.H  command  to 
go  into  this  question  scientifically  and  ascer- 
tain what  means  can  bo  used  for  destroying 
them  by  disease  ?  If  there  are  no  other  means 
than  those  we  have  tried,  it  simply  comes  to 
this :  that  we  shall  have  the  pest  constantly  in 
the  countr}'.  If  wo  were  to  take  any  portion 
of  the  country  and  destroy  all  the  rabbits  there 
excepting  half  a  dozen  pairs,  we  know  that  in 
a  very  short  time  they  would  overrun  that 
country  again,  even  from  so  small  a  stock. 
Now,  can  any  means  be  found  of  scienti- 
fically dealing  with  them  from  the  point  of 
disease  ?  I  believe  such  means  can  be  found ; 
but  I  believe  the  experiments  will  be  very 
costly.  A  thorough  investigation  would  have 
to  be  made  into  the  disease  which  destroys 
these  animals  in  Canada— that  has  already,  I 
believe,  been  suggested  by  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Government  of  the  Dominion — and  then 
we  should  have  to  find  by  experiments  to  what 
extent  the  disease  could  be  intensified,  as  we 
know  from  modem  researches  diseases  can  bo 
intensirted.  Tlien  will  como  the  question  of 
propagating  the  disease.  I  have  only  made 
these  remarks  because  I  think,  though  tlie 
report  does  make  a  slender  reference  to  the 
subject  in  tlic  last  clause,  that  it  docs  not 
attach  sufllcicnt  importance  to  it.  As  re- 
gards the  .settled  districts,  I  agree  that  it  is 
well  to  expend  the  money,  and  to  give  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  which  those  immediately  interested 
are  prepared  to  subscribe ;  but,  if  tho  question 
is  to  be  dealt  with  detinitely  and  finally,  I  think 
a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  required  for 
scientific  research,  or  else  the  plan  suggested 
by  New  South  Wales  will  have  to  bo  adopted, 
and  a  very  large  reward  offered.  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  the  investigations  of  the  Committee 
had  cleared  up  tliis  point.  I  believe  there  is  in 
Auckland  a  gentleman  who  is  very  distinguished 
in  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  diseases  and 
their  effects,  and  it  may  be  that  his  assistance 
might  be  valuable  in  investigating  the  causes  of 
the  rabbit  disease  in  Canada.  As  to  that  I  am 
not  able  to  express  an  opinion,  but  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  we  should  not  bo  too  rash  in  tho  way 
of  introducing  what  the  report  calls  the  natural 
enemies  of  the  rabbit,  and  that  we  should  try 
to  seek  a  more  thorough  and  more  absolute 
■cure  in  the  direction  which  I  have  indicated. 
I  am  not  opposing  the  Bill,  and  I  am  not  dis- 
agreeing with  a  great  part  of  tho  report,  which 
hears  on  an  evil  which  is  of  such  enormous 
8ir  J.  Vogel 


importance  that  the  most  vigorous  ) 
should  be  taken.  My  remarks  haTe  &ot  htm  i 
made  with  a  view  to  throwing  discoarageaeBl 
upon  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  or  the  efioiti 
of  the  settlers  to  kill  the  rabbits— far  from  jk- 
but  they  are  made  with  the  view  of  enooanpf  i 
investigation  into  some  means  for  destrojiai 
the  rabbits  completely  and  finally. 

Mr.  LANCE.— All  the  members  of  the  Babte 
Committee,  I  think  I  may  say,  woald  fnlh 
agree  with  the  remarks  that  h&va  ltl\m  fzoa 
tho  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  in  the  last  aentaisi 
of  the  report  we  wound  up  in  the  dizectioii  is 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  gone.  Wi 
believe  that  all  the  known  remedies  at  ;se- 
sent  —  our  poisoning,  and  what  are  Imowa  at 
the  natural  enemies — are  not  onoogh  to  indi- 
cate the  rabbits  in  this  coantry  or  any  other; 
but  what  we  say  is  this :  that  the  increase  d 
this  pest  is  so  serious  and  so  likely  to  into&n 
with,  and  is  now  so  greatly  interfering  «iti>, 
the  great  industries  of  the  colony  that  ve  eu* 
not  afford  to  go  to  sleep,  or,  if  ^e  do,  the  vhdk 
coimtry  will  positively  be  ruined.  Those  mifi 
which  are  hung  up  in  tho  lobby  of  the  Hook 
show  thoroughly  the  extent  to  which  the  pe^ 
has  increased,  and  they  also  show  tha(  (^ 
are  still  certain  portions  of  the  colony  vhicfa 
at  present  do  not  suffer  from  rabbit&  Osr 
great  object  is  to  prevent  those  portions  fros 
being  as  nearly  ruined  as  the  other  portiois 
where  the  rabbits  at  present  exist  in  large  nna- 
bers.  The  Committee  recommend  that  vtai 
are  termed  the  natural  enemies  of  the  labbii 
should  be  imported ;  but  since  that  recom- 
mendation has  appeared  before  the  pnblic  we 
have  found  that  there  arc  a  great  manj  gm( 
and  grave  objections  to  the  iniportatioo  of 
stoats  and  weasels :  and,  if  I  may  be  alIo«d 
to  offer  a  suggestion  to  the  Government,  t 
would  be  in  the  direction  of  not  trying  th 
importation  of  those  animals  immediately,  te 
I  would  ask  them,  in  lieu  of  that,  to  do  thai 
best  to  increase  in  every  possible  vray  they  caa 
the  breeding  of  ferrets,  which  are  knoro  to 
be  injurious  to  hardly  anything.  We  ^ 
very  conclusive  evidence  upon  that  point  ti» 
years  ago,  when  a  similar  Conmiittee  sat.  Xb« 
evidence  giv^n  on  this  point  was  remarlaWj 
in  two  respects :  in  the  first  place  it  shows 
that  the  ferrets  had  succeeded  entirely,  « 
almost  entirely,  in  destroying  the  rabbits  fiofl 
the  witness's  own  coimtry,  and  in  the  nfiSl 
place  it  showed  that  not  in  a  single  insaw* 
had  he  known  of  the  loss  of  a  single  lamb  if 
ferrets,  although  he  told  the  Committee  it«* 
quite  possible  he  might  at  that  moment  b*^ 
ten  thousand  ferrets  on  his  property.  Inarf« 
to  ascertain  whether  ferrets  were  likely  tD 
destroy  the  lambs,  he  had  given  orders  tobj 
shepherds  to  examine  the  camping  -  grooijl 
every  morning  where  the  ewes  camped  whii» 
lambing ;  and  in  no  instance  did  they  fio^* 
dead  lamb  that  had  been  killed  by  kof^ 
That,  to  the  mind  of  the  Committee,  was  «i* 
elusive  evidence  that  the  ferret  was  notadtf- 
gerous  animal  to  lambs.  The  question  arii^ 
When  the  rabbits  are  extinguished,  what  ^ 
become  of  tho  ferrets?     Well,  I  think  tbtf" 
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is  Teiy  little  difficulty  about  that.  In  Mr. 
B— -'b  own  case  he  told  us  that  the  ferrets 
were  decreasing  very  much  for  want  of  food, 
and  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  kill  wild 
pigs  and  leave  them  in  the  gullies  to  feed 
the  ferrets,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  ferrets  would  follow  the  plough  to  feed  on 
the  worms  when  they  were  ploughing  land, 
so  exceedingly  hard  -  up  were  they  for  food. 
What  I  would  ask  the  Government  to  do  is 
really  to  encourage  the  breeding  of  these  ani- 
mals as  much  as  possible ;  ajid  for  the  present 
I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  be  wise  to  abandon 
the  idea  of  importing  stoats  and  weasels,  which 
might  possibly  prove  a  very  great  injury  to  the 
country  hereafter. 
An  Hon.  Member. — How  ? 
Mr.  LANOE.-— It  is  said  they  attack  child- 
ren, and  so  forth.  Science  should  in  some 
way  be  consulted  as  to  importing  some  disease 
that  will  destroy  the  rabbits.  The  Committee 
had  it  in  evidence  that  at  one  time  the  Falk- 
land Islands  were  infested  with  rabbits,  and 
that  a  disease  broke  out  amongst  them ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  there  is  hardly  a 
rabbit  there  at  the  present  time.  We  could 
get  rid  of  the  rabbits  if  we  folded  our  arms  and 
let  the  whole  country  be  overrun  with  them, 
v:hen  a  disease  would  break  out  and  extermi- 
nate them ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  we  should 
be  exterminated  ourselves. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — I  only  received  a 
copy  of  this  Bill  a  few  minutes  ago;  and, 
as  far  as  1  can  see,  from  a  passuig  look  at 
it,  it  does  not  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee.  However,  I  do  not 
intend  at  this  stage  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  I 
may  say  this:  that  unless  the  ^Minister  in 
«harge  of  the  Bill  agrees  to  alter  it  very  much 
in  Committee  I  shall  certainly  oppose  it,  be- 
cause it  does  not  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee,  and  it  will  leave  us  in  a  worse 
position  than  we  are  in  at  the  present  time, 
so  far  as  the  administration  is  concerned. 
One  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
was  that  the  administration  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  locaJ  bodies.  This  Bill 
simply  proposes  to  give  the  administration  to 
Boards  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  rabbits,  and  will  place 
the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  large  stockowners. 
If  it  is  a  good  thing  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
rabbits,  I  think  it  is  an  equally  good  thing 
to  destroy  them  where  they  already  are.  So 
far  as  I  can  see,  this  Bill  simply  makes  the 
administration  worse  than  it  is  at  present.  The 
-Colonial  Treasurer  has  shown  how  very  little 
he  knows  about  the  rabbit  question  when  he 
says  that  it  would  have  been  a  very  good  thing 
if  the  rabbits  had  been  let  alone — that  if  so 
they  would  have  died  out  before  now.  It  is 
quite  true  that  the  rabbits  would  have  died  out 
in  certain  districts  if  they  had  been  let  alone ; 
but  before  dying  out  they  would  have  killed 
every  living  animal  in  that  district.  Before 
they  died  of  starvation  they  would  have  left 
nothing  for  other  animals  to  eat.  Then  the 
•question  of  their  natural  enemies  comes  up. 
My  opinion  is  this:   Do  what  you  will,  the 


rabbits  can  never  be  exterminated  in  New  Zea- 
land. All  that  we  can  do  is  to  keep  them  in 
check  as  much  a.s  possible,  and,  if  we  ever 
expect  to  reduce  the  annual  expense,  it  is  by 
the  natural  enemy.  As  far  as  I  know,  ferrets 
will  not  destroy  any  stock  while  running  wild, 
and  when  ferrets  become  too  numerous  they 
destroy  one  another,  if  their  food-supply  runs 
short.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  ferrets,  as  a 
rule,  will  not  increase  very  extensively.  They 
have  very  peculiar  ways.  If  a  buck  ferret  goes 
into  a  hole  he  kills  all  the  young  ferrets  he 
finds  there ;  the  mothers  do  the  same  if  their 
young  are  touched  before  a  certain  age ;  and  I 
am  quite  satisfied  that  they  will  never  increase 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  do  any  harm.  During 
the  last  four  years  we  have  spent  a  large 
amount  of  money  in  keeping  the  rabbits  down, 
and  Ro  far  the  result  is  nil.  Where  the 
population  is  settled  thickly  they  will  not 
become  a  nuisance ;  but  all  the  rest  of  •  the 
country  will  be  occupied  by  the  rabbits.  I 
think  that  the  introduction  of  the  natural 
enemies  of  the  rabbit  will  be  the  best  possible 
way  to  prevent  their  increase.  I  hope  the 
Minister  in  charge  will  agree  to  amendments 
being  made  in  the  measure  in  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— Like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Moeraki,  I  have  only  just  read 
this  Bill ;  and  it  appears  to  me  in  its  present 
form  to  be  very  objectionable ;  and  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  the  Bill  will  be  very  expensive. 
Assuming  that  it  may  be  desirable  to  introduce 
local  government  with  regard  to  this  measure, 
I  would  suggest  that,  in  place  of  these  local 
Trustees,  and  in  place  of  the  rabbit  districts, 
the  existing  local  bodies  should  be  utilized  for 
this  purpose  —  the  County  Councils  or  Road 
Boards  in  place  of  the  Trustees,  and  the  coun- 
ties or  road  districts  in  place  of  the  rabbit 
districts.  At  present  this  colony  is  a  very 
paradise  for  Returning  Officers.  We  are 
smothered  with  elections  already ;  and  here  is 
a  proposal  to  start  a  fresh  local  body,  with  all 
the  paraphernalia  of  elections,  chairmen,  rates, 
and  so  forth.  It  is  virtually  triplicating  local 
government,  and  on  a  matter  which  might  be 
dealt  with  by  existing  local  authorities ;  and 
when  this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  have  it  amended  in  the  direction  of 
handing  the  control  to  one  of  these  bodies. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— I  think  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  a  Bill  of  such  an  important 
character  should  be  introduced  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session.  It  is  almost  impossible 
for  honourable  members  who  have  just  received 
the  Bill  to  give  careful  consideration  to  it. 
What  appear,  to  my  mind,  to  be  the  objec- 
tionable features  of  the  Bill  are  these :  that  it 
gives  enormous  power  to  persons  who  are  pos- 
sessed of  large  flocks,  and  it  gives  plurality  of 
votes,  which  has  been  protested  against  in  this 
House  over  and  over  again.  I  observe  that  a 
stookowner  possessing  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thousand  sheep  is  to  have  one  vote,  whilst 
those  possessing  twenty  thousand  sheep  are  to 
have  five  votes.  That  means  this :  that,  while 
very  probably,  one  lazy  sheep-farmer  has  al- 
lowed the  rabbits  to  increase,  to  the  detriment 
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of  the  whole  neighbourhood  in  whioh  ho  lives, 
ho  would  have  five  times  iw  much  power  as 
the  industrious  settler  in  regard  to  dealing 
with  the  nuisance.  And  these  settlers  are 
to  have  a  very  objectionable  rate  placed  upon 
them  in  order  to  destroy  a  so-called  pest,  which 
to  them  is  no  pest  at  all,  because  the  rabbits 
in  settled  districts  do  no  more  harm  than  spar- 
rows, and  we  might  as  well  pass  a  law  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  sparrows  as  pass  a  law  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  rabbits.  An  honourable 
member  representing  the  Wairarapa  laughs.  Ho 
does  not  understand  what  I  mean  by  a  settled 
district.  I  do  not  mean  a  district  where  thern 
are  enormous  areas  of  magnificent  land  held 
by  one  or  two  persons.  I  mean  a  district  where 
there  are  farms  of  from  fifty  to  three  hundred 
acres.  In  such  districts  rabbits  cease  to  exist. 
In  the  part  of  the  colony  in  which  I  live  we 
have  had  rabbits  for  twenty- five  years.  They 
afford  a  certain  amount  of  anin«iemcnt  and 
sport  for  the  young  men  and  cliiidren  of  the 
viilagi.' ;  but  they  liave  never  increased  beyond 
a  reasonable  limit,  and  never  will  as  long  as 
the  population  remains  tJjerc.  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  harsh  proposal  :  it  enables 
some  persons  to  neglect  their  duty  of  keep- 
ing down  the  rabbits  on  their  large  proper- 
ties, and  it  puts  a  severe  tax  upon  those  who 
have  done  their  duty  in  keeping  the  rabbits 
down.  I  regretted  to  hear  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer say  that  he  did  not  consider  it  advisable 
to  import  the  natural  policeman  of  tlie  rabbit. 
I  am  satisfied  that  there  arc  only  three  modes 
in  wliich  this  rabbit-post  can  be  handled.  In 
the  fust  place,  by  simultaneous  poisoning: 
that  18  the  chapest  and  most  satisfactory  way 
of  reducing  the  pest.  In  the  socond  place,  a 
certain  amount  of  money  might  be  judiciously 
expended  in  erecting,'  rabbit-proof  fences  be- 
tween infested  districts  and  clean  districts  ; 
but  I  think  the  most  practical  preventive 
of  the  spread  of  tlie  rabbit  is  to  introduce 
that  animal's  natural  enemy.  The  beautiful 
climate  and  abundance  of  food  in  this  country 
favour  the  multiplication  of  the  rabbit  family, 
and  unless  their  natural  enemies  are  introduced 
to  check  them  they  will  take  possession  of  the 
country.  I  have  never  been  in  l^ngland  or  in 
any  country  where  stoats  and  weasels  are  nu- 
merous, but  I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out 
wlicthor  they  do  any  real  amount  of  damage  to 
human  beings  or  to  sheep.  I  deny  that  they 
do  so.  There  are  instances  of  children  being 
destroyed  by  weasels  and  ferrets,  but  we  might 
as  well  pass  a  law  to  prevent  the  increase  of 
rats  as  object  to  the  introduction  of  weasels 
and  similar  animals  on  that  account,  because 
I  have  heard  of  children  being  destroyed  by 
rats.  Ferrets  are  likely  to  do  more  damage 
to  tmman  beings  than  are  stoats  or  weasels,  be- 
cause the  ferret  is  a  semi- domesticated  animal, 
and  is  not  so  shy  in  his  habits  as  weasels  and 
Ftoals.  I  think  the  stoats  and  weasels  will  do 
more  good  in  exterminating  the  rabbit  than 
has  been  done  by  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money  on  other  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  eradicate  the  pest. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— There  is  no  ques- 
Mr.  Humtliouse 


tion  that  this  pest  of  rabbits  is  one  of  faf 
great  magnitude,  and  what  wm  eaid  d  Ai 
prerogatives  of  the  British  Crown  at  OBetiai 
may  be  truly  said  of  them,  that  "tiujbsi 
increased,  are  increasing,  and  ooght  to  hi 
diminished."  I  think  that  one  great  di^eet ii  j 
the  working  of  the  present  Act  is  Uiat  thi 
Inspectors  either  have  not  sufficient  poinrl 
or  the  exercise  of  that  power  is  intafasi; 
with  by  the  local  persons  of  authodtjf.  ij 
believe  that  if  these  Inspectors  exercised &« I 
functions  with  energy  and  independeaice  tib| 
nuisance  which  at  present  exists  would  sol 
long  be  of  so  serious  a  character.  I  think  tM ; 
policy  of  any  Act  of  this  kind  shoald  be  ti 
give  no  person  a  vested  interest  in  the  fm^k' 
gation  of  rabbits.  That  may  be  laid  dm  a»: 
a  very  sound  axiom  in  this  matter.  Wben 
you  have  Inspectors,  and  rabbiters,  and  dbtt 
men  whose  salaries  or  mode  of  living  are  depes- 
dent  on  the  continuance  of  this  pest,  maif 
rest  assured  that  the  pest  will  not  disappat* 
readily  as  it  should  do.  From  my  expenstt 
in  the  South  I  can  say  that  there  is  not  tiafe 
energy  displayed  in  the  extermination  ol  nb- 
bits  that  there  should  be;  and  I  ventoieti 
say,  further,  that  the  various  reserrs  n 
merely  nests  for  the  propagation  of  the  n^ 
bit.  I  think  the  Grown  snonld  be  under  soiai 
special  obligation  in  connection  with  tk  es> 
termination  of  rabbits  on  Crown  lands  vA, 
reserves,  which  at  present  does  not  prcTaiL  I 
think  that  some  payment  by  results  sboeli 
take  place,  and  that,  instead  of  a  salsir  beof 
paid  to  a  particular  person  for  a  year,  bis  in> 
come  should  be  somewhat  dependent  upon  the 
success  which  attends  his  efforts,  and  ^t2 
rabbits  continue  to  exist  for  long  in  the  di^iiet 
his  salary  should  not  be  so  large  as  in  o^ 
circumstances.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Bill  btf 
been  brought  down  so  late.  In  fact,  I  Rgiet 
to  notice  that  the  more  important  boases 
is  now  being  entered  upon  ;  and  itisdeeplTte 
be  regretted  that,  just  as  we  are  all  aniioQsts 
depart,  these  important  measures  should  bi 
brought  down,  when  the  House  is  really  not  ia 
a  frame  of  mind  to  carefully  consider  tbsa 
This  is  a  matter  of  vast  importance,  and  t]ii» 
colony  has  lost  millions  upon  millions  of  hks^ 
through  the  prevalence  of  these  rabbits,  arf 
no  pains  should  be  spared  to  exterminate  tbeai 
in  every  way  possible. 

Mr.  TOLEf.— This  pest  is  so  ruinous  tW 
immediate  action  should  be  resorted  to;siB 
the  sooner  the  Bill  is  passed  the  better.  Itn 
the  desire  of  myself  and  the  (Government  to 
make  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  to  make  it 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Cea- 
mitteo.  I  have  made  a  note  of  the  suggest^ 
of  honourable  members,  and  I  shall  cfSDSsS 
the  question  raised  by  the  honourable  memb* 
for  Motueka  as  to  the  plurality  of  votes.  ^ 
honourable  member  for  MoeraJd  has  spoken* 
di  vided  administration  under  this  Act.  I  *<^ 
point  out  that  it  is  provided  that  the  Botf* 
shall  have  exclusive  charge  of  the  admini^ 
tion  of  this  Act  and  the  main  Adt.  ^^ 
regard  to  the  question  of  unoccupied  lao* 
mentioned    by    the    honourable    member  i* 
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ktpa,   that  is   an  important  matter,  and  I 
ill  give  it  consideration. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASING 

BILL, 
lir.  E.  RICHARDSON.— The  object  of  the 
vtrict  Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  of  which  I 
m  move  the  second  reading,  is  to  authorize 
J  Government  to  purchase  the  Waimea 
una  Railway,  which  is  one  of  very  consider- 
le  importance.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
into  all  the  details  of  all  the  correspondence 
%t  has  taken  place  between  the  Government 
d  the  company,  because  last  year  papers 
le  laid  upon  the  table  showing  all  that  had 
ten  place  up  to  the  end  of  last  session. 
me  considerable  time  after  the  session,  as 
Qourable  members  will  have  seen  from  the 
crespondence  laid  on  the  table  this  session, 
gotiations  were  again  opened  with  the  com- 
ny,  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
■1  of  the  House  to  the  Government  in  the 
nion  of  1884.  The  Government  took  the 
me  course  with  regard  to  this  matter  as  was 
ken  last  session  with  regard  to  the  other 
strict  railways,  which  the  Government  has 
ice  acquired :  that  is  to  say,  they  referred 
e  provisional  agreement  which  had  been  come 
with  the  company  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Hnmittce ;  and,  as  honourable  members  are 
rare,  that  Committee  has  taken  a  consider- 
de  amount  of  evidence,  and  has  brought  down 
report  to  the  effect  that  the  agreement  is 
le  that  they  recommend  the  House  to  adopt. 
^  put  it  shortly  :  This  line  was  constructed  by 
private  company  to  open  up  a  large  amount 
[comparatively  level  land  fit  for  cultivation, 
great  deal  of  it  being  now  under  cultivation. 
Be  Une,  unfortunately  for  the  interests  of  the 
deny,  was  allowed  to  be  constructed  by  a  pri- 
ite  company,  and  it  forms  a  sort  of  connect- 
ig-link  between  two  Government  lines.  For 
le  convenience  of  the  travelling  public  this 
Be  has  to  be  made  use  of  by  tourists  and  by  all 
iiose  business  takes  them  from  Dunedin  and 
le  east  side  of  the  Island  towards  the  Lake 
nmtry  ;  and  the  fact  of  this  line  being  in  the 
ands  of  a  private  company  compels  the  Gk>- 
Bcnment  to  run  their  trains  in  such  a  way  that 
liey  are  put  to  very  large  expense  to  enable 
liem  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  public. 
!lie  length  of  the  line  is  some  thirty-seven 
liles,  and,  as  far  as  the  Government  are  aware, 
he  actual  cost  of  the  works  of  this  railway 
M  somewhere  between  £90,000  and  £95,000. 
Iiat  is  in  respect  to  cost  of  construction ;  and 
lie  accounts  of  the  company,  which  have  been 
odited  from  time  to  time,  show  that,  from  one 
onree  and  another,  the  line  has  cost  the  com- 
lany  some  £108,000.  The  revenue  derived  from 
his  railway  has  varied  a  good  deal.  The  first 
fear  the  line  was  opened  the  net  revenue  was 
Bily  £755.  I  should  state  that  during  the  first 
bar  years  that  this  line  was  opened  for  traffic 
be  company  had  no  rolling-stock  with  the 
Boeption  of  two  engines,  and  it  had  to  dspend 
n  the  Government  for  rolling  -  stock.  The 
ttnagements  for  the  hire  of  this  rolling-stock 


were  fixed  at  what  might  be  termed  a  fair 
rate  looking  at  it  from  a  Government  x)oint  of 
view,  although  the  company  contested  it  from 
time  to  time  as  too  high.  The  proceeds  of  the 
working  of  the  railway  during  those  four  yeara 
averaged  £800  a  year.  The  following  year  the 
arrangements  broke  down,  and  for  some  time 
there  was  hardly  any  through-traffic,  owing  to 
the  refusal  of  the  company  to  pay  the  amount 
charged  by  the  Government.  When  the  nego- 
tiations for  the  purchase  of  the  line  broke  down 
last  year  the  clamour  was  so  great  on  all  sides 
that  the  Government  had,  practically,  to  give 
way,  and  to  so  arrange  their  trains  that  the 
public  could  get  through  in  a  reasonable 
amount  of  time,  and  without  unreasonable 
delay  at  the  junction  of  the  line  at  Gore  with 
the  main  trunk  line.  An  arrangement  was  then 
made  which  put  the  Government  to  consider- 
able additional  expense,  and  which  had  the 
effect  of  relieving  the  company  from  a  consider- 
able amount  of  charge  for  the  hire  of  rolling- 
stock.  Owing  to  that  relief,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  additional  area  of  land  had  been 
brought  under  cultivation,  the  profits  ran  up 
last  year  to  about  £2,000.  I  am  informed, 
that  about  two  thousand  additional  acres  of 
land  have  been  brought  under  cultivation  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years,  the  produce  from  which 
has  caused  the  receipts  to  very  largely  increase  ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  present  arrangements  for 
train-running  results  in  a  considerable  extra 
traffic  over  the  line.  In  the  first  place,  if  this 
purchase  is  made,  the  Government  estimate,, 
from  the  information  in  their  possession,  that  at 
least  £1 ,000  a  year  will  be  saved  on  train-mile- 
age owing  to  the  Government  being  free  to 
arrange  the  running  of  their  trains.  It  will 
also,  on  the  other  hand,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers are  aware  is  the  case  with  the  other 
district  railways,  have  the  effect  of  giving  im- 
mediate relief  to  a  large  number  of  ratepayers, 
inasmuch  as  they  will  have  to  pay  only  2  per 
cent,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  5  per  cent. 
The  offer  which  the  Government  saw  their 
way  to  make  to  this  company,  after  protracted 
negotiations,  was  £33,000  in  cash,  and  to  take 
over  the  responsibility  for  two  amounts  of 
security,  of  £75,000  in  all,  which  are  now  held 
by  the  Government  Insurance  Departments 
The  company  persistently  held  out  for  an  in- 
crease. They  demanded  some  £4,000  more  ; 
but  I  did  not  see  my  way  to  recommend  the 
Government  to  offer  them  such  an  amount: 
and  eventually  it  was  considered  worth  while 
to  meet  the  company  half  -  way  by  offering 
£2,000  extra  in  consequence  of  the  trouble 
which  had  existed,  and  also  to  get  rid  of  the 
additional  mileage  and  knocking-about  of  the 
rolling-stock  which  was  taking  place.  The  Bill 
is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  of  the  Bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, under  which  the  other  district  railways 
have  been  purchased.  I  think  I  need  hardly 
say  any  more  on  the  subject  now  ;  but  if  fur- 
ther information  is  asked  for  I  will  do  my  best, 
in  reply,  to  furnish  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  are  the  rates 
charged  on  this  railway  as  compared  with  the 
rates  on  Gk)vemment  railways  ? — I  mean,  the 
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rates  on  which  the  present  profits  have  ac- 
crued. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  believe  those  rates 
•are  not  much  higher  now.  They  were  consider- 
ably higher,  but  they  have  been  reduced,  until, 
now,  they  are  not  much  higher  than  on  other 
Government  branch- lines. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  this  matter,  and  I 
Sive  considerable  attention  to  the  subject.  The 
inister  has  stated  everything  fairly  as  far  as 
he  has  gone,  but  there  are  things  which  he  has 
not  explained.  Honourable  members  have  in 
their  hands  the  evidence  that  was  taken,  and 
as  I  touch  on  the  subject  I  shall  quote  from  that 
evidence.  The  Government  propose  to  give 
'this  company  for  the  purchase  of  their  line 
£110,(XX)  in  cash,  and  also  the  amount  needed 
to  rcdeom  the  debentures  of  the  company  held 
by  the  (vovemment  Insurance  Association, 
ivhich  would  be  about  £i:'.500,  with  regard  to 
which  I  shall  speak  presently.  Therefore  it  is 
not  only  the  £110,000,  but,  in  addition  to  that, 
£8,000,  at  the  lowest— or,  it  may  be,  £18,000— 
to  redeem  the  debentures,  that  it  is  proposed 
to  pay  the  company.  ^Ir.  O'Connor,  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, in  his  evidence,  says  that,  as  an  engineer- 
ing work,  this,  if  made  as  a  new  line,  would  be 
worth  £'J(),000  to  £05,000  to  make.  He  says, 
also,  taking  into  account  the  whole  of  the  rates 
wiiich  are  not  collected,  and  which  come  to 
about  £l.O,(XX),  and  taking  into  account  the 
guarantee  of  the  (iovernment  and  the  amount 
they  have  to  receive  from  the  ratepayers,  it  is 
worth  to  the  company,  as  a  connncrcial  trans- 
action, not  more  than  £y7,(KX).  Then  he  goes 
on  to  say  that,  considering  everything,  if  the 
Go7ernmont  could  work  it  they  could  do  so 
more  oilvantaseously  than  the  company  could, 
and  it  would  be  worth  to  them  £102,000.  Now, 
the  Government  propose  to  give  £110,0(X)  in 
•cash  for  it,  and  to  pay  a  premium  on  the  deben- 
tures. How  do  the  Government  arrive  at  that 
£110,000?  They  say  that  it  is  necessary  to 
give  that  in  order  to  relieve  the  ratepayers  of 
half  the  rates  due  to  the  company.  The  rates 
due  on  the  31st  March  amounted  to  upwards 
of  £15,000,  and  before  I  have  finished  I  shall 
refer  to  the  persons  who  have  to  pay  these 
Tates.  In  the  meantime,  I  wish  merely  to  point 
out  that  £15,000  is  due,  and,  although  it  was 
not  given  in  evidence,  still  it  was  known  to 
one  member  of  the  Committee  that  all  that 
was  raised  in  the  year  before  last  was  £23.  I 
think  it  is  relied  upon  by  the  owners  of  the  rail- 
way and  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that, 
if  the  Government  purchase  the  line,  they  can 
work  it  more  cheaply  than  it  has  been  worked 
by  the  company.  It  is  contended  that  by 
fitting  in  tlic  Government  trains  on  their  own 
line  with  those  on  the  line  proposed  to  be  pur- 
chased thoy  v.ould  probably  save  £1,000  a  year, 
and  the  estimate  of  that  amount  capitalized 
is  given  as  £25,000 ;  so  it  is  said  that  by  buy- 
ing the  railway  they  would  make  a  capital  sum 
of  £25,000  by  fitting  in  their  trains  to  work 
with  the  line.  That  question  of  the  £1,000  a 
year  saving  is  one  of  very  groat  importance  in 
Mr,  Bolleston 


oonBiderisg  this  qnestiozi.  Mr.  O'CoDasi 
asked  about  it,  and  in  his  evidence  be 
that  the  cost  of  renewing  the  sleepers 
very  heavy — that  the  expense  of  renewal 
been  very  light  for  the  last  five  oc  six  fi 
but  that  in  the  future  it  will  be  veiy  be 
Then,  the  fares  are  ezceptionally  hi^ 
honourable  gentlemen  will  seethat,uthiii 
way  is  the  oonnecting-Iink  between  Gate 
Elbow,  the  fares  on  the  line  have  vezv  Ui^ 
increased  the  profits  of  the  railway.  Thai 
matter  which  the  experts  on  the  part  d 
Crown  had  to  consider  from  a  coxDmeni 
point  of  view ;  but  we  have  to  coosida  il] 
political  men,  and  we  have  to  ask  ooiseliVtl 
there  any  probability  of  these  fares  beiog  H 
tained  at  so  high  a  rate  ?  We  know  that  M 
is  no  possibility  of  it,  and  that  the  momaittt 
railway  passes  into  the  hands  of  the  G 
ment  there  will  bo  an  ontcry  for  a  large 
tion  in  the  fares.  This  is  a  matter  of  i 
ance,  because  we  can  see  that«  to  gain  SlM 
a  year,  it  will  not  be  done  by  working  the  Si 
more  cheaply,  but  by  working  it  in  with  m 
own  railways.  Still,  there  is,  against  tiist,  4 
heavy  cost  of  renewing  the  sleepers,  acd  dl 
absolute  reduction  in  the  receipts  baa.  il 
lowering  of  the  fares.  I  ventnre  to  say  ^ 
the  cost  of  renewing  the  sleepers,  and  wbst  A 
country  will  lose  by  lowering  the  fares,  wiEl 
much  more  than  the  £1,000.  Therefoie  t 
£1,000  a  year  which  Mr.  Maxwell,  theGesoi 
Manager  of  Railwa3rs,  says  the  Goveramaifi  d 
gain  by  fitting  in  our  trains  with  tiiis lined 
be  far  more  &an  covered  by  these  hesw  0 
penses.  During  the  last  of  the  five  yesRtU 
the  railway  was  running  the  company  sdl 
£40.  My  honourable  friend  the  Minister  ii 
Public  Works  said  that,  in  consequence  (^Al 
Government  not  arranging  matters,  the  etm 

Eany  were  not  running  the  line  for  some  tasu 
ut  were  putting  in  sleepers;  buttheendad 
shows  that  the  sleepers  will  require  lesml 
Then,  the  company  has  pledged  debentOK 
worth  £40,000  to  the  Government  Insonstt 
Association.  They  are  6-per-cent.  debentaaiii 
nmning  for  twenty-three  years  ;  and  sha  ^j 
bentures  worth  £35,000,  bearing  6f  per  eeat; 
interest,  and  running  for  ten  and  a  half  fM^j 
It  was  given  in  evidence  that  the  lowest  sfficoli 
that  would  redeem  these  debentures,  acco^i 
ing  to  the  calculation  of  an  actuaiy,  is  £3M| 
while  the  highest  amount  would  be  £XSff^\ 
The  calculation  is  arrived  at  in  this  way :  tk4; 
if  the  Insurance  Association  invest  the  ncof  i 
at  5  per  cent.,  then  £8,000  will  be  soffideotlft, 
redeem  them ;  but  if  they  could  not  io^®*^! 
more  than  4  per  cent,  it  would  require  HS/wi 
to  redeem  them.  But  it  is  exceeding  S^\ 
ficult  to  get  good  investments  at  5  per  eoti 
Kecognizing  that  difficulty,  and  assuTning  M| 
the  money  would  be  reinvested  at  4^  V^,^^^ 
there  will  be  a  premium  of  £18,500  leqaiie^ili 
pay  for  redeeming  the  debentures  fnna  A^ 
Insurance  Association.  We  therefore  ^  m 
least  £123,000— for  what  ?  For  the  pnipo«<l 
purchasing  a  railway  that  onr  own  omoeahg 
shown,  by  a  carefully-prepared  report,  ^am 
is  supported  by  evidence,  is  not  worth  toi* 
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eolony  more  than  £102,000.     The  report  of 
tiie  offieeis  shows  that  they  have  gone  into  the 
question  carefully  and  exhaustively,  and  in  a 
busineas-like  and  impartial  manner  which  does 
them  credit.     Now,  as  to  relieving  the  rate- 
payers, we  know  there  was  due  from  the  rate- 
payers to  the  company  on  the  Slst  March, 
1885,  £15,000,  and  up  to  this  time  the  amount 
is  about  £17,500.    It  is  proposed  that  the  com- 
pany shall  collect  only  half  of  this,  and  the 
other  half  the  Government  will  pay  the  com- 
pany.    Let  honourable  members  understand 
that. — (No.)  —  Yes;  the  company  will  collect 
half  the  rates  owing,  and  we  are  asked  to  give 
the  company  £110,000  directly  for  the  line,  in- 
stead of  its  estimated  value  of  £102,000 ;  so  that 
the  £8,000  extra  is  about  equal  to  the  other 
half  of  the  overdue  rates.    Now,  whether  it  is 
a  jnst  thing  to  relieve  these  ratepayers,  whether 
lazge  or  small  men,  from  an  obligation  which 
they  undertook  with  their  eyes  open,  and  to 
relieve  them  at  the  cost  of  the  colony,  is  a 
question  which    this   House    may   entertain. 
But  this  railway  was  made  with  the   hope, 
the  belief,  the  intention,  that  it  would  make 
the  land   there   more   valuable.      When    the 
question  of  the  rates  pressing  on  the  settlers 
was  raised  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany notified  by  advertisement  that  the  lands 
sold  by  the  company  would  be  sold  free  from 
the  liability  to  a  railway  rate — that  the  com- 
pany would  pay  the  rates  on  that  land.     Now, 
we  could  not  get  out,  in  the  Committee,  evi- 
dence as  to  the  amount  of  rates  owing  on  land 
in  respect  of  which  that  obligation  was  given. 
With  such  means  as  were  available  to  me,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokonui — who,  though  holding  views  opposed 
to  my  own  on  the  question,  yet  sees  the  justice 
and  fairness  of  all  information  on  the  subject 
being  afforded — X  have  got  a  few  figures  on  the 
question.     Under  the  80th  clause  of  '*  The  Dis- 
trict Railways  Act,  1877"  —  and  which  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  before  we  can  see  how 
much  the  ratepayers  have  to  pay — it  is  pro- 
vided that— 

"  If  the  profits  of  the  company,  after  paying 
for  the  yearly  cost  of  maintenance  and  the 
working  expenses  of  the  railway,  amount  to 
seven  per  centimi  per  annum,  then  no  rate 
shall  be  levied.  But,  after  the  expiration  of 
five  years  from  the  opening  of  the  railway  for 
tzaffic,  not  less  than  thirty  per  centum  of  the 
gross  receipts  derived  from  the  railway  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  profits  derived  from  the  working 
thereof;  the  meaning  of  this  provision  being 
that  not  more  than  seventy  per  centum  of  such 
receipts  shall  be  expended  in  the  working  and 
maintenance  of  the  railway.'* 

I  have  not  been  able  to  go  very  far  back,  but 
I  find  that  the  amount  of  rates  accrued  in 
1882  was  £4,744 ;  in  1883-^4,  £4,867 ;  and  in 
1884r-85,  £5,401.  Thus,  through  the  operation 
of  the  clause  I  have  referred  to,  the  amount  of 
lates  required  for  the  year  last  ended  fell  to 
only  £2,474,  so  Uiat  the  amount  of  rates  levi- 
able now  is  less  thsm  half  of  what  was  re- 
quired lor  the  fifth  year.  Therefore,  while  the 
cost  of  working  and  maintaining  the  railway 


wiU  increase  considerably,  the  amount  of  rates. 
that  can  be  collected  will  be  less.  But  I 
do  not  attach  so  much  importance  to  the 
amount  of  rates  collectable  in  the  future  as  to 
the  fact  that  the  Government  propose  to  give 
the  company  half  the  amount  of  rates  now  due 
— that  is,  some  £8,000.  As  to  the  proportion 
between  the  amoimt  of  rates  for  which  the 
Agricultural  Company  is  liable  and  the  total 
amount,  I  could  not  get  all  the  information — I 
could  not  go  back  to  the  time  the  company 
purchased  the  land ;  but  I  have  gone  back  three 
years.  Despite  the  obligation  undertaken  by 
the  company  to  pay  the  rates  in  respect  of 
the  land  sold  by  the  company,  the  amount  re- 
maining to  be  paid  by  the  other  ratepayei-s 
in  proportion  to  what  is  due  by  the  company 
appears  to  be  greater  than  it  was  three  or 
four  years  ago,  because  we  are  not  able  to 
ascertain  how  much  the  company  is  liable 
for  on  account  of  land  sold  by  it  since.  In 
1884  the  total  amount  of  rates  leviable  was 
£4,067,  and  of  this  the  Agricultural  Company 
had  to  pay  £2,580.  In  1885  the  total  amount, 
of  rateable  property  was  £754,240,  of  which 
the  company  owned  £847,743;  and  we  know 
the  company  has  now  to  pay  rates  not  only 
on  that,  but  on  the  land  it  has  sold  since 
it  made  the  undertaking  I  have  mentioned; 
and,  remembering  this,  I  believe  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  exact  facts  would  show  that  the 
Agricultural  Company  owes  two-thirds  of  the 
total  amount  of  rates  overdue  —  possibly  as 
much  as  three-fourths.  That  company  must 
owe,  on  the  most  moderate  computation,  at 
least  £10,000  of  the  total  amount  of  rates 
due;  and  this  proposal  means  that  we  are  to 
relieve  that  company  of  half  that  liability,  and 
put  it  on  the  colony.  In  other  words,  it  is 
proposed  that  we  shall  give  that  company 
£5,000  of  the  hard-earned  money  of  tho  colony 
— that  great  company,  a  company  which,  ac- 
cording to  its  own  prospectus  issued  in  London^ 
selected  the  land  and  bought  tho  valleys  in 
such  a  way  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one 
else  to  buy  the  hills.  Now,  in  tho  first  place, 
we  are  going  to  relieve  this  large  company  and 
other  large  landowners — Education  Boards, 
and  others — of  their  liability  for  overdue  rates. 
by  paying  them  out  of  the  hard-earned  money 
of  the  colony ;  and  then  we  are  asked  to  extend 
the  power  of  collecting  rates  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  these  people  for  twenty  years.  But 
does  any  honourable  gentleman  for  a  moment 
believe — judging  by  our  experience  in  the 
past — that  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  these 
rates  over  that  period  ?  Will  not  the  first  thing 
these  ratepayers  do  be  to  ask  for  concessions  ? 
Knowing  what  pressure  they  can  put  on  tliia 
House,  and  knowing  how  impressionable  we 
are,  they  will,  quite  naturally,  say,  at  first,. 
"Reduce  the  rates  on  the  railway."  They 
will  get  that ;  and  that  will  bring  &e  profits 
down  to  nothing,  or  to  very  little ;  and  the 
outlay  on  the  line  will  be  greater,  if  it  be 
kept  up  and  renewed  as  the  Government  lines 
are.  Then,  in  a  year  or  two  the  ratepayers 
will  say,  **  Why  should  we  pay  rates  for  what 
is  a  Government  line  ?  "  and  they  will  get  the 
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nte  taken  off.  I  am  sure,  judging  from  the 
past,  that  the  same  causes  will  bring  about  the 
same  cfTects.  No>v,  it  is  in  evidence  that  the 
lino  is  not  worth  more  than  £97,000  to  the  com- 
pany, and  is  not  worth  more  than  £102,000 
to  the  Government;  and  this  proposal  is  to 
give  the  company  £110,000  for  the  line;  and, 
then,  if  tho  debentures  are  re<lecmed,  or  if 
interest  is  paid  on  them  for  the  period  of  their 
currency,  we  K>ve  at  least  £13,000  more  on  that 
account ;  bo  that  what  we  are  really  going  to 
do  is  thiK  :  We  are  going  to  pay  £123,000  for  a 
railway  that  our  own  oflicers,  who  are  perfectly 
conipctont  to  jiul^e,  have  said  is  only  worth 
£102,(k:0.  My  vote  on  this  question  will  go 
with  the  minority,  as  it  has  ^'one  with  the 
minority  hr fore;  but  I  have  conlidcnce  that, 
will  unit  any  desire  to  prevent  a  transaction 
whirli  nn^iit,  under  certaiu  circumstances,  be 
di'sirtihle  for  the  company,  without  any  desire 
at  nil  t<^  pii'veiit  this  con  J  pony  getting  the  ut- 
most it  is  entitled  to,  and  without  any  desire 
at  Jill  to  l)e:ir  haishly  on  the  nite payors,  or  not 
to  t;iko  their  dilhculties  into  cunstderation,  I 
ou^ht  to  raise  my  voice  against  this  expendi- 
tnrc  of  public  money  in  the  purchase  of  this 
railxNrtv — ayamst  giving  the  amount  which  it  is 
pn»jH>sed  N>e  should  give  for  it;  and,  although 
1  will  not  ^o  to  the  extent  of  cliaracten/.- 
in^  it  as  a  fraud  up«>n  the  colony.  I  say  that 
at  \m11  be  a  e^rtat  >\n.>nij  to  the  colony;  and, 
though  It  may  be  earned  by  a  \ote  of  this 
House,  the  country  wit!  see  that  these  things 
^-annot  bt*  tioiie  with  iiui»uniiy. 

Mr.  C\)\VAN.— The  honourable  meinl>er  for 
Akatoa  h.is  given  txpression  to  his  opinion  as 
uu  opponent  of  the  Hill,  >%hereas  I  apj)ear  as 
a  sup]H'rter  of  it,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to 
ctniti-vnert  the  statements  wlueh  the  hcncur- 
ablo  kieniltMiian  ha-?  trivvl  to  impre>s  upv^n  the 
House.  The  object  of  this  mea>ure  is  to  give 
«^tTeet  to  an  agreement  entertd  into  bt  tween 
the  Minister  (or  l\tbiie  Work?*  and  ihe  Waimea 
Plains  Kailway  Com  ran  y  for  tlio  pa  re  hose  of 
tlu  ir  lailwav.  The  ttrm<  are  :  l-io.iM.^  m  cash, 
the  livneiiiinent  taking  owr  the  loan  which 
tlie  eeinpaiiN  had  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment Ir.>uianee  Ass^viatK  n.  1  may  lure  state 
thai  the  lu  nvuirabie  uumivr  for  Akivroa  con- 
AeNed  the  unpresMvUi  ti;at  ttio  rrice  was  to  be 
XnO.Ui'eash.  No  douoi  the  l>;ll  pnnides  for 
«»;u'h  a  eonl:n>:'  no\  :  but  ib.at  i<  nier^  iy  r^rmis- 
MNC,  Kvav.so  It  IS  p 'S-ii^ie  tLat  t.:e  liovtm- 
inep.l  Insunuico  As>^H:a:;v^n  vmII  i:.t  a  *ctpt 
rv'jv.iM;;vnl  of  I  lie  Kv«i  nil  iiia;ur::y.  l"p  to 
tue  present  thev  have  decUru\;  r.  iv.\  luent ;  and 
tbeuto;Y  ib.e  i.ivnornmer.1  h.vs  iv.&.x.a  ^K»\ver  to 
^\\\  i-tor\s{  l>^  l!ie  As<^v:a:•o!l  f,  r  :ts  roinain- 
ir.;  Tvru.     In  bv\ed\    g  v.u  ^  ver    u:o  n.n:arks 
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Irtke  t;;^t  t:.e  i.'.s;  p.'Uui  et  w .  ..;  r.e  s^\.  . — 
i\.\n;el\.  '  is  leMviue  to  llie  ra:i-a\«^r^  l\.t 
c»^ut.  *.;•  n  et  t';o  lu^r.oura. '.o  c.:.:.iir.aa  was 
r.-.»i  t.i-i  r^.  I  i\':e\ed  tb.e  ra:;  i\%yors  lo  :.ie 
f'XM'.;  of  a  .,r.  ^v*  sv.;u.  but  ho  o.ui  r.o;  >:,%;*•  i.'.as 
t^.e  M.va  was  as  ,;  j^e  *>  i;  r\\k".I>  is.  Tl;o  tf\av: 
liae:.  .\  ol  \>  ix  a  I  ;ov  ik:e  to  W  rv.tv.d 
is  t;.^;^^^  I.,  a  I  IS  ;  ;o  s  ;:n  ^'.;:  >,  ;<  *lae 
<*r  ra:*<  ^^.;5  ha\o  Avor^iwi  b.twixa  i>CN5  and 


1886,  both  inelasive.  The  company  irr  » 
titled  to  recover  that  sum,  bat  all' the;  fan 
recovered  has  been  £23.  Now,  with  tepd  to 
this  question,  I  may  say  that  the  pdierri 
relieving  ratepayers  of  district  railvs^fiB 
settled  laat  year,  when  we  passed  ckc»  194 
the  District  Railways  Parchasiiig  Act  Hi 
policy  embodied  in  that  clause  was  KXptA 
and  confirmed  by  this  Legislature ;  sad  1  ar 
it  is  not  open  to  as,  on  thu  occasion,  sonodr 
to  discuss  the  matter  further  than  rebfies  ti 
the  question  of  amount.  The  claose  nA 
thus: — 

*'  On  completion  of  the  contract  for  tbsia- 
chase  of  any  railway  under  this  Act  o&e4iK 
of  all  rates  payable  for  the  period  piicstodt 
thirty- first  day  of  March,  one  thoDsaiidd|^ 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  under  any  sotiwid^ 
^iven  by  the  Minister  for  Public  WorbbryM 
le\Ting  of  such  rates,  shall  be  remitted." 

That  clause  is  re- embodied  in  this  Bill,  «di 
this  addition :  that  the  year  1886  is  si3o  ia-, 
eluded  in  the  period  with  respect  to  ntok 
I  therefore  submit  —  with  due  deferesee  H 
the  honourable  member  for  AJcaroa,  who  )m 
such  extended  experience  in  this  Legislsnai 
— that  the  question  as  to  whether  ve  an  H 
relieve  the  ratepayers  in  any  district  ctaatai! 
under  the  District  Railways  Act  has  alRidf 
iK^en  decided  by  this  Legislature,  and  tbil, 
it  is  not  now  open  for  us  to  coDsda  it ; 
With  regard  to  this  question,  however,  I  nif ! 
say  that  the  position  which  the  hoacaaiih^ 
gentleman  took  up  in  reference  to  large  nM> 
payers  is  hardly  fair.  This  list  which  1 1»» 
in  my  hand  certainly  includes  —  and  that  is  a 
misfortune — the  Agricultural  Company  as  thi  | 
largest  debtor  of  overdue  rates ;  bnt  the  litf 
of  ratepayers  not  only  includes  that  compBBT. 
but  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  settleis.  U 
is  on  their  behalf  that  I,  as  the  represesta- 
tive  of  the  district  in  which  they  live,  appeal  w 
the  House  to  consider  favourably  the  prwi- 
sions  of  this  Bill.  No  doubt  many  of  these  ifr 
dividual  settlers  are  liable  for  trifling  amomts; 
but.  in  the  aggregate,  and  looking  at  the  tiiMa 
through  which  the  agricultural  interest  1* 
passe  J  during  the  last  four  years,  the  amoatt 
IS  lan:e,  and  the  collection  of  the  rata  «I* 
would  certainly  depopulate  the  district.  Itte*- 
fore  submit  tiiat  the  relief  should  be  giyei» 
these  urtv^rtunato  ratepayers,  because  it  !■* 
l>oen  sci:'..d  under  the  Act  of  last  session  tint 
they  sh.  •.:.!  have  such  relief,  and  alsobeeaat 
such  r\  l.tf  is  urgently  necessary  under  the» 
cuu3s;a:ices  of  tiie  ca.se.  Another  reason  wi» 
I  suoinit  to  the  House  in  favour  of  these late- 
m\er5  is  this:  that  a  very  small  propoitiM 
indeed  of  tliem  have  purchased  land  fnantiit 
AjTicuhural  Coriu^anv  or  are  tenants  of  ^ 
A^r.-j.iural  Ccninany.  Four-fifths  of  tbeit 
I  :r...:\..'.j,als  have  l»een  purchasers  from  or »» 
I  i:rvc:  u-nants  of  the  Crown  or  of  the  ^oc*" 
I  i:'n  Ccmmissioners  of  Otago,  a  large  portion. » 
;  w  hN^>se  reserves  an?  within  the  Waimea  P»>* 
KAilvrav  District,  There  is  another  poirf 
■  wnuh  I  submit  to  the  House  in  favour  of  tli«« 
•  •.r.I.^'.Iua.-i— namely,  that  they  took  up  tbtf 
.  :a£:i  w.uijui  laeir  liability  io  this  xail**^ 
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te  being  an  expressed  obligation  upon  the 
nd.  That  is  a  point  which  I  urge  upon  the 
onse  to  consider  ;  and  the  same  argument 
tars  to  the  occupiers  of  those  lands  which 
&re  taken  up  from  the  Education  Commis- 
meis.  I  think,  looking  at  the  case  from  that 
lint  of  view,  that  the  country  is  bound,  even 
on  no  other  ground  to  relieve  the  ratepayers 
•that  is,  putting  aside  altogether  the  provi- 
jns  of  the  Bill  of  last  session.  Then,  in  a,ddi- 
m  to  what  I  have  already  said,  there  are 
her  reasons.  A  largo  number  of  the  rate- 
tjeis  are  residents  of  the  Borough  of  Gore  and 
e  Township  of  Lumsden,  and  are  not  at  all 
pendent  upon  this  line.  They  are  served  by 
e  Government  line.  That  is  another  reason 
iy  this  injustice  should  be  removed.  Another 
•son  is  that  the  Government  has  commenced 
branch  line  from  this  railw&y  towards 
ritzers  to  the  completion  of  which  the  Go- 
mment  is  bound,  so  sis  to  keep  faith  with 
m  numerous  settlers  in  that  district  who 
b?e  taken  up  land  on  the  faith  of  this  line 
ing  pushed  on.  Then  with  regard  to  the 
nns  of  the  purchase.  Honourable  members 
B  aware  that  the  provisions  are  tliat  the 
xichase  shall  take  place  as  from  the  31st 
arch  last,  and  that  the  price  is  £110,000— 
unely,  £35,000  in  cash,  the  Government  tak- 
ig  over  the  loan  of  £75,000  the  company 
fcve  from  the  Insurance  Association — which 
ipresents  a  payment  equal  to  £2,972  per  mile, 
id  in  that  amount  is  included  a  number 
I  articles  embodied  in  the  schedule,  among 
hich  are  two  locomotives,  which  are  valued 
iriously  at  from  £2,500  to  £3,000.  We  have 
>  in  endence  that  the  commercial  value  of  this 
ne  is  £97,000.  in  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
'Connor,  in  answer  to  question  64,  he  says 
lathe  reckons  *'  its  value  as  a  commercial  en- 
sprise,  taking  into  account  everything  the 
ompany  is  entitled  to  get  from  the  ratepayers 
Dd  everybody  else,"  at  £97,000.  That  is  a 
oint  that  the  honourable  member  for  Aka- 
9a  took  up ;  and  I  do  not  blame  him  for 
aving  done  so,  because  it  is  contained  in  this 
ridence  ;  but  I  will  proceed,  shortly,  to  show, 
Bun  the  same  evidence,  that  the  reply  given 
»  this  question  by  Mr.  O'Connor  is  not 
ODsistent  with  his  evidence  as  given  in 
nether  place.  In  reply  to  question  54  Mr. 
^Comior  says,  **  I  think  the  value  of  the 
ailway  as  an  engineering-  and  construction- 
rork  is  between  £90,000  and  £95,000;"  and 
bat  does  not  include  the  amount  paid  for 
uterest  during  course  of  construction,  which, 
a  answer  to  question  158,  Mr.  O'Connor  esti- 
Gtates  at  £6,000.  If  we  take  the  mean  be- 
ireen  £90,000  and  £95,000,  £92,500,  and  add 
0  that,  what  is  surely  an  asset,  the  overdue 
i^,  £17,509,  we  have  the  sum  of  £110,009, 
rithout  any  interest  during  construction.  LIr. 
VConnor  also  says,  in  another  place,  that 
he  Une  is  worth  £102,000,  irrespective  of  over- 
lae  rates,  those  rates  being  £17,509,  or,  as  he 
ays,  it  is  worth  £118,000  if  the  Government 
jets  the  overdue  rates.  Further  on,  in  answer 
»  questions,  he  says,  "  If  all  the  overdue 
sates  become  the  property  of  the  Government, 


then  the  value  of  the  line  is  £117,634,  plus 
nearly  £3,000."  So  that  in  that  portion  of 
the  evidence  he  raises  the  value  of  this  line  to 
£120,634.  These  are  points  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa  put  from  his  point  of 
view;  and  I  desired  to  state  to  the  House 
from  my  point  of  view  what  is  established 
by  the  figures.  Another  very  material  portion 
of  this  evidence  is  that  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  who 
thinks  that,  if  this  railway  were  not  in  exist- 
ence, if  it  could  be  placed  there  for  £110,000 
it  would  undoubtedly  be  a  proper  thing  for  the 
Government  to  make  it.  Mr.  Maxwell,  there- 
fore has  come  to  a  conclusion  which  seems  to 
correspond  with  the  value  which  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  has  offered  to  the  railway 
company ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Maxwell 
asserts  that  the  possession  of  this  railway  by 
the  Government  is  worth  to  them,  in  the  work- 
ing of  their  system  of  railways,  a  sum  equal 
to  £1,000  a  year.  That,  capitalized,  is  £25,000, 
and  that  is  a  sum  which  I  think  I  am  perfectly 
entitled,'  from  the  position  I  take  up  as  a  sup- 
porter of  this  Bill,  to  utilize,  as  I  will  by-and-by. 
The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  said  the 
possession  of  this  railway  by  the  Government 
would  **  probably  "  mean  the  saving  of  £1,000 
a  year  in  the  working  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment lines.  I  entirely  object  to  that.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  Mr.  Maxwell  put  it 
down  as  a  **  probability."  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  see  that,  in  question  29  of  the  evidence, 
Mr.  Maxwell-  says,  **  I  have  no  doubt  we  could 
save  £1,000  a  year  on  trains  running  on  the 
Government  lines."  There  is  no  '*  probability  " 
about  that.  In  answer  to  question  46  Mr. 
Maxwell  again  says,  *'  If  we  take  it  into  the  sys- 
tem and  work  it  with  the  Government  lines  we 
should  save  £1,000  a  year."  Again,  no  "pro- 
bability" about  that.  There  is  the  position 
the  General  Manager  of  Bailways  takes  up. 
Ho  says  the  possession  of  this  railway  by  the 
Government  would  effect  a  saving  of  £1,000  a 
year  in  working  their  own  service.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  explain  how  that  comes  about;  but, 
from  the  position  he  holds,  Mr.  Maxwell's 
opinion  in  that  respect  is  certainly  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  this  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa  also  objected,  when 
speaking  as  to  the  value  of  the  line,  that  the 
cost  of  renewal  will  in  future  be  very  heavy. 
But  the  same  argumenc  applies  to  all  railways 
of  the  same  age.  This  line  has  now  been 
worked  five  years,  and  I  venture  to  say  it  has 
not  been  neglected.  I  do  not  assert  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  do  not  wish  the  Hon^re  to  under- 
stand, that  this  line  will  be  subject  to  fewer 
renewals  than  other  lines  of  the  htiiitu  age ; 
but  certainly  it  will  not  require  any  greattir  re- 
newals than  other  lines  of  the  same  c^'e  in  the 
country.  The  last  balance-sheet  of  the  com- 
pany has  this  among  the  items  of  expenditure 
during  the  year:  "Maintenance  and  repairs, 
£2,459  15s.  7d."  That  was  for  the  yunr  1S85-8G  ; 
and  that,  I  think,  shows  that  this  e ompany  htm 
been  paying  a  certain  amount  of  attt^ntion  to 
their  line.  The  revenue  of  the  railway  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  March  last  was,  according 
to  tho  balance-sheet  —  which  I   have  heie  — 
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£7,829  9s.  9d.,  comprising,  from  goods  £5,440 
8b.  5d.,  and  for  passongeis  £2,389  6s.  4d.  The 
working  expenses  tottJled  £5,795  6s.,  which 
is  equal  to  744  por  cent,  of  the  receipts ;  and 
there  are  several  items  under  the  **  Expendi- 
ture'* heading  of  the  halanco  •  sheet  which 
will  disappear  as  »oon  as  the  line  is  owned  by  the 
(lovemment.  These  are — County  rates,  £281 
12s.  Cd. ;  property-tax,  £95  178.  8d. ;  and  rating 
expenses,  £219  17s.  Id.  There  is  also  an  item, 
rolling-stock,  i::^G3  14b.  lOd.  That  item  will 
disappear,  but  1  imagine  that,  if  this  railway- 
line  becomes  the  property  of  the  Government, 
a  percentage  Hhould  be  added  to  the  working 
expciisoH  for  the  use  of  general  rolling-stock. 
These  items  which  I  have  enumerated  come 
to  over  £500 ;  and,  with  that  reduction,  and  a 
possible  reduction  in  the  item  of  salaries  — 
which  in  this  case  are  very  large,  and  include 
a  paid  secretary,  in  Dunedin,  and  a  staff  of 
oihcials  who  travel  with  every  train — I  think, 
with  possible  reductions  on  this  rate  of  expen- 
diture, tluit  the  expenses,  instead  of  appearing 
as  74^  per  cerit. — I  have  authority  for  siying 
— could  easily  l)e  reduced  to  something  like  C5 
per  cent. ;  ami,  witliout  reference  to  tiie  other 
advantages  which  the  possession  of  this  line 
would  give  to  the  (iovcrnment  service,  that 
would  leave,  upon  last  year's  revenue,  a  margin 
something  like  what  has  been  yielded  by  tlio 
general  system  of  railways — namely,  between 
k'2  IDs.  and  £8  per  cent.,  and  an  addition  to 
this  is  tiie  annual  payment  to  tho  company  by 
the  Government  of  2  per  cent,  of  guaranteed 
interest,  which  amounted  last  year  to  £1)98. 
In  all.  the  probable  return  from  tliis  purchase 
looks  like  nearly  4  per  cent.  With  regard  to 
the  rediniption  of  the  loans,  of  course,  that  is 
a  qutstiou  wliich  was  made  very  much  of  by 
the  honourahle  member  for  Akaroa  ;  and  no 
doubt  the  position  he  took  up  was  perfectly 
correct,  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  teniis  upon 
wliirli  the  Association  holds  those  loans.  The 
actuarial  value  can  easily  be  found.  It  has 
bein  stated,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  said,  that  that  value  may  amount  to  any 
sum  between  £8,()()0  and  £18,CXX).  I  know, 
inysrlf,  that  the  Insurance  Association  will 
not  take  payment  for  these  loans  for  a  pre- 
mium of  less  than  £9,000;  but,  as  I  said  bo- 
fore,  provision  is  made  in  this  Bill  for  carry- 
ing them  on,  and  provision  is  also  made  that 
any  excess  of  interest  paid  upon  those  loans  of 
4  per  cent,  shall  bo  shared  equally  between  the 
ratepayers  and  the  Government.  Now,  that 
is  anotlier  safeguard  which  this  Bill  carries. 
Under  tiie  District  Railways  Purchasing  Act  of 
last  session  tho  ratepayers  and  the  Government 
are  liable  to  divide  the  loss  up  to  4  per  cent. ; 
but  this  Bill  provides  that  the  ratepayers  and 
the  Government  are  liable  not  only  to  4  per 
cent.,  but  to  an  increased  percentage  repre- 
sented by  the  difference  between  4  per  cent. 
and  the  interest — namely,  6  per  cent,  and  6J 
per  cent. — on  tho  loans.  That  excess  of  inter- 
est will  be  added,  I  understand,  to  the  working 
expenses  of  this  railway,  and  tho  matter  will  be 
accurately  worked  out.  It  can  easily  be  done, 
and  I  do  not  anticipate  any  difliculty  will  arise 
Mr,  Cowan 


from  this  view  of  the  case.  I  wonld  meKhof 
this,  in  oonclusion :  that  when  I  had  t&e  faonv, 
to  be  Fetumod  to  this  Parliament,  in  UB^ 
the  question  of  taldng  over  this  railway  it^ 
one  of  the  burning  questions  at  that  emi 
and  at  the  hustings  I  had  to  give  expcesBkato 
my  views.  I  then  undertook  to  do  what  I  coM 
to  obtain  for  my  constituents  relief,  snd  vi 
I  came  to  Wellington  I  at  onoe  took  steps  m 
put  the  matter  before  the  GoTermnent.  Ti» 
Government  then  informed  me  that  the  qoi^ 
tion  of  purchasing  one  of  these  district  rafliwt 
could  not  be  entertained,  but  that  if  the  qQ»-' 
tion  of  purchasing  the  lot  was  bron^t  be5afr 
them  they  would  consider  the  matter.  I  lali 
those  other  members  of  the  House  intenssd. 
in  this  question  then  put  our  views  into  sb&pe»' 
and  submitted  them  to  the  Government,  viA' 
this  result  that  prior  to  last  session  agreemsitt 
were  entered  into  with  each  of  the  distiic;  no- 
ways of  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  t^ 
Waimea  Company ;  and  I  say,  withoot  he*- 
tation,  that  the  Waimea  Uailway  is  the  d»- 
trict  railway  that  it  is  of  most  conseqoeccc' t> 
the  Government  to  possess,  and  I  hope  I  hm  '■ 
shown  this  House  to-night  that  that  is  thi  I 
case.  Tlio  result  of  last  session  was  that  in  thi ! 
District  liailways  Purchasing  Bill  eveiy  ch»  rf! 
the  district  railways  was  included  except  die ; 
one  that  I  was  interested  in.  The  Gowa- 
mcnt  and  the  company  broke  off  negotistiaa 
on  not  very  good  terms,  when  they  had  ohm  ; 
very  nearly  together  with  regard  to  tenni  foe 
the  purchase  of  this  railway  prior  to  last  so* 
sion ;  and  the  House  will  have  seen,  from  tte 
paper  laid  on  the  table,  that  I  have  had  eoi3»> 
thing  to  do  with  bringing  about  this  sgree- 
ment.  Well,  I  may  say  I  found  it  a  veiylari 
matter  indeed  to  bring  the  Government  toi 
the  railway  company  to  terms  at  all.  Tk 
company  had  been  very  stiff  in  insisting  tpct 
their  legal  position,  and  in  insisting  npon  tin 
value  of  their  line.  Well,  this  agreement  ai 
been  come  to,  and  the  original  \ievs  of  tJ» 
Government  as  to  the  price  to  be  given  for  thii 
line  have  been  slightly  increased,  principally,! 
may  say,  through  my  exertions.  However,  tait 
has  been  done  solely  to  bring  about  relid  to 
those  unfortunate  people.  I  would  now,  »g«n» 
state,  in  reference  to  the  position  the  hoDaa^ 
able  member  for  Akaroa  took  up  with  re^ 
to  the  individual  ratepayers,  that  it  is  tbs 
misfortune  of  these  350  people  that  therhiW 
this  largo  company  among  them ;  but  I  thiok 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  refrain  fion 
doing  justice  to  those  350  ratepayers.  Then, 
with  regard  to  this  probable  addition  to  ^ 
price  which  tho  honourable  member  for  Akaios 
referred  to  consequent  upon  the  redemption  of 
these  loans,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  biis 
that  I  could  fairly  put  against  that  a  portiopi^ 
the  capital- value  which  £1,000  a  year  pro^tto 
the  general  service  of  the  railways  represents. 
If  ho  insists  upon  that  point,  I  oertainlj  thiak 
that  a  fair  position  for  me  to  take  up,  snd  to 
put  one  against  tho  other.  However,  I  tiasi  to 
the  fairness  of  the  House  to  look  at  this  qnes* 
tion  from  a  broad  point  of  view,  and  to  do  tla* 
justice  to  the  ratepayers  in  the  Waimea  Distnct 
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Ich  the  House  has  done  to  the  ratepayers 
the  other  district-railway  districts  in  the 
intrj ;  and  that  can  be  done  by  giving  effect 
this  Bill.  I  have  very  much  pleasure  in 
Bporting  the  Bill. 

llr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  wish  to  say  one 
sd  of  explanation  as  to  what  I  said  as  to  the 
lie  ol  the  railway.  Mr.  O'Connor  said  that 
17,000  would  be  the  value  of  the  railway — 
kt  is,  if  the  Government  had  the  right  to 
leot  and  could  collect  the  £15,000  of  rates. 
anote  the  following  from  Mr.  0'Cozmor*s 
oence : — 

*  74.  You  say  the  total  amount  the  Govem- 
BDt  could  afford  to  pay  is  £102,000  plus  the 
mX  amount  of  rates,  £15,600,  making  a  total 
£117,600,  which  you  would  offer  to  the  corn- 
ay? — Y'es,  if  the  Government  were  prepared 
oolleot  the  whole  of  the  rates." 

*75.  Then,  when  the  Government  offet 
10,000,  they  practically  give  them  the  value 
the  railway,  and  pay  half  the  rates  ? — Yes. 
I  understand  it,  in  that  case  the  company 
old  get  the  value  of  the  railway  to  the 
tfemmeuK— about  £102,000— ^722^  the  £8,000 
back  rates,  which  they  would  agree  to  forego, 
ol  which  the  Government  would  also  forego  to 
i  ratepayers." 

knd  the  answer  to  the  next  question  is  very 
ar  and  distinct : — 

*  76.  Will  it  not  come  out,  practically,  that 
i  Government  will  have  to  pay  the  other 
If  of  the  rates? — Yes:  assuming  that  the 
lue  of  the  railway  to  the  Government  is 
ly  £102,000,  it  would  practically  amount 
that." 

[  did  not  mention  £117,000,  because  Mr. 
Donnor  said  that  £102,000  was  the  full  value 
the  line  to  the  Government.  Of  course,  if 
B  GoTemment  collected  the  rates  they  could 
brd  to  give  £15,000  more. 
Mr,  PEACOCK.--Perhaps  it  will  not  be  un- 
Beresting  if  I  express,  in  a  very  few  words,  the 
lition  which  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
»k  up  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  evi- 
nce before  the  House  will  show  that  Mr. 
Connor,  the  Under-Secretary  for  Public 
orks,  estimated  that  the  commercial  value  of 
is  line  was  £97,000,  but  to  that  ho  added 
I  amount  of  £5,000  to  represent  the  liability 
lich  the  Government  have  in  its  present  posi- 
m,  so  that  to  the  Government  he  said  the 
16  will  be  worth  £102,000.  Then,  the  sum 
ucb  was  proposed  to  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
enrwas  £110,000,  or  £8,000  in  excess  of  that 
lue.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  rates 
16  by  the  ratepayers  amount,  in  round  num- 
n,  to  £16,000— the  exact  amount  is  £15,600. 
lerefore,  if  £8,000  is  roughly  taken  to  repre- 
nt  half  the  value  of  the  rate  due  by  the  rate- 
tyers,  that  brings  the  amount  up  to  £110,000. 
hist  wish  to  bring  this  before  the  House :  that, 
ule  the  whole  of  th6  e^rrears  of  rates  due  is 
15,600,  the  Government  propose  to  purchase 
f  £110,000 ;  80  that  the  Government  is  prac- 
eally  paying  for  the  ratepayers  the  sum  of 
IfiOO.  The  company  reserve  to  themselves 
16  right  to  enforce  payment  of  the  other  half 
^  the  arrears  due.    The  question  arose  as  to 
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the  capital  value  of  an  annuity  representing 
the  difference  between  the  rate  of  interest 
paid  to  the  Insurance  Association  and  the 
rate  at  which  the  Grovemment  can  raise  the 
money — that  is,  the  difference  between  4  per 
cent,  and  the  6  per  cent,  payable  by  the  com- 
pany for  the  £40,000,  and  the  6^  per  cent,  for 
the  £85,000,  due  to  the  Association.  The  capi- 
tal-value of  such  an  annuity  for  the  pe^rticular 
terms  those  loan?  have  to  run  was  represented 
as  being  £8,000.  If  you  add  this  £8,000  to  the 
£110,000  which  is  proposed  to  be  given  by  the 
Government  it  brings  up  the  price  to  be  paid  by 
the  colony  to  £118,000,  less  what  may  be  re- 
covered from  the  ratepayers.  Perhaps,  while  I 
am  speaking  on  this  point,  I  may  refer  to  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  O'Connor.  Questions 
84  and  87,  and  the  answers  given  by  Mr. 
0*Connor,  are  as  follow : — 

"  84.  You  say  that  at  4  per  cent,  the  present 
value  would  be  £18,000  additional.  What  did 
"Mr,  Gavin  think  about  it  ? — He  was,  I  think,  of 
opinion  that  the  Insurance  Association  could 
reinvest  their  money  at  5  per  cent. — that  they 
could  get  at  least  that  as  an  average  rate,  and 
that  they  ought  therefore  to  take  a  premium  of 
£8,000  for  converting  these  debentures  into  a 
4-per-cent.  security." 

"  87.  So  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  taking  over  these  £75,000  of  debentures 
would  be,  at  the  least,  £8,000?— -The  Govern- 
ment might  not  redeem  them  at  all :  they  might 
let  them  run  on  as  they  stand  at  present,  imless 
the  Insurance  Association  is  willing  to  sell  at 
at  a  reasonable  price  ;  and  so  long  as  the  mort- 
gages continue  the  ratepayers  would  pay  hejf 
the  interest  on  them." 

I  understand  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Hokonui  stated  that  the  Insurance  Associa- 
were  not  prepared  to  let  these  debentures  go  at 
less  than  £9,000.  Mr.  Maxwell,  referring  to 
this  question  of  Mr.  Cowan — *•  If  the  Govern- 
ment can  get  the  railway  for  £110,000,  seeing 
also  that  the  company  agrees  to  forego  about 
£7,860,  rates  due  to  it,  is  the  price  a  reasonable 
one  to  ask  ?  " — says, — 

"  I  have  to  remark  as  follows :  If  the  com- 
pany asked  the  Government  for  £110,000  caHh, 
and  did  not  ask  the  Gh)vemment  to  take  over  any 
liabilities,  the  request  would  be  a  reasonable 
one,  I  think.  But  it  appears  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  asked  to  pay  £35,000  cash,  and  to  take 
a  liability  of  £75,000,  due  to  the  Insurance 
Association.  Having  regard  to  the  rate  of 
interest  at  which  the  colony  can  get  money, 
and  the  rates  payable  for  the  Insurance  loan, 
it  would  appear  that  the  sum  asked  by  the 
company  considerably  exceeds  £110,000." 

Now,  the  question  is  not  in  any  way  altered, 
as  the  honourable  member  seemed  to  think, 
because  the  Insurance  Association  would  not 
accept  such  a  sum  in  order  to  relieve  the 
debentures,  because  if  the  rate  of  interest  has 
to  be  paid  it  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long,  and  it 
comes  to  the  same  thing  in  the  end.  The 
honourable  member  stated,  as  a  reason  for  the 
increased  price  being  given,  that  interest  was 
not  allowed  on  the  cost  of  the  line.  I  would 
simply  remark,  on  that  point,  that,  in  regard 
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to  other  lines  taken  over  by  the  Government 
under  the  District  Railways  Act,  interest  was 
not  ai lowed  to  them.  Of  course,  when  speak- 
ing of  this  sum  of  £'8,000  as  the  value  of  the 
annuity,  if  this  Act  is  passed  the  shareholders 
have  to  pay  one  •  lialf.  Therefore  the  net 
amount  which  should  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment, considering  this  liability,  would  be 
£106,000;  and  that  would  be  taking  the 
most  favourable  view  of  the  matter.  The 
proposal  made  in  Committee  was  that  the 
actual  cash  price  to  be  given,  including  this 
£8,000  of  which  I  have  spoken,  should  be 
£110,(KX);  but,  if  you  take  the  half  which  the 
ratepayers  would  be  liable  to  pav,  that  would 
be  £4,000  less  than  the  £110,000  proposed  to  be 
paid  under  the  Bill.  That  was  the  position 
which  the  minority  of  the  Committee  took  up 
when  the  proposition  was  made  that  £110,000 
should  reprohcnt  the  cash  value.  1  think  I 
have  put  the  matter  before  the  House  as  repre- 
senting the  position  which  the  minority  of  the 
Commit  tec  took  up  in  that  mattter. 

Mr.  SUTTKR.— Imay  Fay,  in  speaking  to  the 
Bill  itself,  that  I  sliall  certainly  do  my  best  to 
strike  out  clause  7.  When  the  original  Act 
was  brouglit  in,  the  Treasurer  told  the  House 
that  there  would  be  no  money  wanted  for  these 
raiUsays — that  the  country  would  not  be  called 
upon  to  repay  anything  except  the  2  per  cent., 
as  provided  in  tlie  Act  under  which  the  com- 
pany workod.  I  see  in  the  Act  of  last  year 
that  tlic  pamc  power  is  given  as  is  given  in 
this  IJill.  I  shftll  move  in  Committee  to  strike 
that  out.  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
H'>u^ti  to  the  j-tfitement  of  the  honourable 
Duiiilier  for  llokonui  about  the  ;-^50  ratepayers. 
A  gnat  many  of  them  have  only  to  pav  5d., 
Cd.,  and  7d. :  very  small  sums  indeed.  Three- 
fourtiis  of  the  whole  of  the  rates  are  payable  by 
the  Agricultural  Company.  I  would  ask  honour- 
able menibt  rs  if  they  are  prepared  to  relieve 
that  company  of  the  rates  they  owe.  Part  of 
the  other  ratepayers,  in  taking  up  their  land, 
knew  perfectly  well  that  this  rate  had  to  be 
paid :  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  land  was 
paid  for  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Those 
ratepayers  knew  perfectly  welLthc  position  they 
were  placed  in.  If  the  Government  buy  the 
railway  under  the  present  arrangement,  not  a 
single  penny  of  the  rates  will  ever  be  paid.  The 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  stated  the  case 
very  clearly.  He  said  that  pressure  would  bo 
brouglit  to  bear  on  this  House  to  remit  the 
whole  of  the  rates,  and  that  we  shall  be  remit- 
ting these  rates  to  the  Agricultural  Company, 
an  English  coni])any  with  Knglish  capital, 
meanly  asking  to  bo  relieved  of  rates  for  a  rail- 
way which  has  enhanced  the  value  of  their  land 
immensely — &  wealthy  company.  That  is  what 
we  are  asked  to  do.  Mr.  O'Connor  says  that  the 
railway,  as  an  engineering  work,  is  not  worth 
more  than  from  £90,000  to  £U5,000,  and  as  a 
commercial  concern  £97,000  :  and  now  we  are 
ask  ed  to  pay  absolutely  £131,000. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  beg  your  pardon  :  that  is 
Vfhni  it  comes  to.     That  is  the  sum  you  will 
h.OL\e  to  pay  for  this  railway.     Mr.  Maxwell  was 
Mr.  Peacock 


asked,  in  writing,  what  he  tbooght  tJiii  i# 
way  was  worth.  He  says  it  is  woith  HQiiDS 
He  ought  to  know  the  value  as  well  as  m% 
one,  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  pay  £131,000!  H 
the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  said,  pn 
sure  will  be  brought  to  bear  to  relieve  ihtftk 
taxpayers.  Kow,  if  the  ratepayers  were  irmsi^ 
settlers  I  would  not  object;  bat  I  do  ols^ii 
representing  350  ratepayers  as  the  ratqatoi 
in  the  farming  interest  in  that  district  Hn 
greater  portion  of  the  land  consists  of  qusart 
acre  sections  in  two  townships.  Most  d  til 
ratepayers  pay  small  amounts,  from  5d.  i  tcii 
up  to  15s.  or  IGs.  a  year.  The  great  bod^  d  ^ 
rates  is  payable  by  the  Agricultural  Compel 
and  we  are  asked  by  the  Minister  iai  Pofi 
Works  to  remit  half  those  rates  to  a  ccmmM 
that  has  no  connection  with  the  colony  at  sS 
We  are  to  hand  the  money  over  to  thesu  airf 
they  will  keep  it.  I  shall  certainly  domTboli 
it  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time,  to  soike  oifi 
in  Committee,  this  cash  proposal.  We  hsveM 
business  to  deal  in  cash  in  any  way.  It  ni 
only  on  the  representation  that  no  cash  vaaH 
be  paid  that  the  Bill  was  passed  last  year,  ud 
we  were  told  that  debentures  at  4  per  caife 
for  twenty-one  years  would  be  issued  to  lfl| 
these  railways.  We  have  paid,  in  stHne  i* 
stances,  all  the  cash  that  the  debentcref  la 
worth,  and  wo  are  likely  to  pay  cash  also  IM 
others.  It  is  left  entirely  open  to  the  Goret* 
ment  of  the  day  to  pay  money  for  the  wbolad 
the  railways,  and  I  certainly  shall  oppose  it  it 
every  form  I  can. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  wish  to  make  an  eipih 
nation.  In  speaking  as  I  did  as  to  the  espicrf 
value  of  the  annuity  representing  the  diSci^ 
ence  of  interest  with  regard  to  the  debenarei 
in  the  possession  of  the  Insurance  Associitka, 
I  spoke  of  the  difference  between  4  per  cesL 
and  6  per  cent,  and  6J  per  cent,  respectivdr.  I 
should  have  said  the  difference  between  5  ptf 
cent,  and  6  per  cent.,  5  per  cent  being  tfeaj 
rate  at  which  the  Insurance  Associationireetfj 
bo  presumed  to  be  able  to  reinvest  theBOBT- 
if  they  accepted  the  capital  sum  for  the  ^ 
bentures  in  their  possession. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  do  not  think  it  Bit: 
all  likely  the  Insurance  Department  woaA, 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  If  they  did,  tk^! 
would  not  bo  looking  to  the  interests  of  thai; 
clients.  The  value  of  money  to  the  coloDfii 
4  per  cent.,  and  the  value  of  our  security  h* 
to  bo  calculated  at  4  per  cent.  The  rccmaE* 
wc  take  over  this  debt  it  is  not  a  qaeson 
whether  the  Insurance  Department  conldplaee; 
the  money  at  5  per  cent.,  but  it  is  this:  Wa 
have  to  pay  interest  at  4  per  cent,  on  ooiCoo- 
solidatcd  Stock;  but  wo  should  have  to  paj. 
for  ten  years,  6  per  cent,  and  6^  per  cect; 
and  the  Insurance  Department  would  be  Def- 
lecting the  interests  of  its  clients  in  a  o^: 
marked  manner  if  it  attempted  to  take  a  vest 
security  in  order  to  get  5  per  cent.,  andtben-l 
by  pretended  that  it  was  making  a  fs£^\ 
The  fact  is,  we  have  to  add  to  the  amosBftj 
in  the  Bill  £18,000  to  represent  the  diffexenea, 
between  what  we  shall  have  to  pay  aa  tliea> 
bonds  until  maturity  and  4  per  cent   Umb** 
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I  oar  calculation  of  the  cost  will  di£fer 
f  materially  iDdeed  from  that  set  before  ns. 
ill  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
k>ix8  valuations  that  have  been  made.  First 
liave  the  construction  value,  varymg  from 
,000  to  £95,000.  I  presume  that  means 
t,  with  material  cheap  as  it  is  at  present, 
,  with  our  improved  facilities,  and  lower 
^,  we  could  do  .the  work  at  from  £90,000 
S95,000.  I  am  not  going  into  the  question 
k  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  so 
f  put  before  us  as  to  putting  the  railway 
I  proper  repair.  Then  the  question  of  the 
imercial  value  is  taken.  Here  I  maintain 
I  the  commercial  value  should  be  taken 
n  the  present  and  prospective  net  income. 
kt  is  set  down  here  at  £97,000.  I  have  not 
the  data  before  mo  to  correct  this  if  I  were 
».  But  this  railway  paid  a  profit  in  1883  of 
4,  and  in  1884  only  £12  14s.  6d.  A  calcula- 
i  was  made  by  the  department  two  years 
that  it  could  be  brought  to  produce  £2,000, 
ich  it  has  done  since.  But  there  does  not 
ED  to  have  been  set  aside  a  proper  proper- 
X  of  the  income  to  keep  the  railway  in  re- 
ir.  But  I  v?ill  take  the  profit  at  £2,000  per 
mm.  The  market  value  of  £2,000  at  4  per 
it.  is  surely  not  £97,000,  but  only  about  half 
that,  or  £50,000.  Then  we  have  another 
sp,  and  we  have  positively  made  the  value 
tne  Government  £102,000.    I  presume  the 

000  is  got  by  looking  at  what  the  present 
vernment  lines  might  gain  by  the  facility 
kt  the  Government  would  have  in  working 
\  new  line.  But  we  are  not  even  satisfied 
(h  that  figure.  We  must,  forsooth,  put  half 
\  overdue  rates  to  it  and  add  £8,000  more, 
iking  it  up  to  £110,000.  But  we  are  not 
m  satisfied  with  that.  In  our  liberality,  in 
r  love  for  this  particular  company,  we  add 
3,000  of  difference  on  the  bonds  between  the 
ad  the  6^  per  cent,  which  we  are  charitablyto 
Y  for  ten  and  twenty-three  years  respectively 
d  the  4  per  cent,  at  which  we  can  borrow  in 
»  London  market.    So  we  bring  this  railway 

to  £128,000  ;  and  the  net  result  we  may  ex- 
ct  in  the  course  of  the  next  generation  will  be 
nething  like  £2,000  a  year,  which  will  pay 
ierest  at  the  rate  of  about  1^  per  cent.  So 
%A  the  honourable  member  for  Hokonui,  who 
ki  that  the  dividends  might  be  expected  to  be 
im  £2  10s.  to  £2  15s.,  has  made  a  very  gross 
tstakc.  I  venture  to  say  that  this  railway 
U  pay  about  as  poorly  as  any  line  of  railway 
\  have  got.  Then  I  come  to  another  point. 
lere  is,  in  addition  to  the  waste  and  extrava- 
nc€  that  I  have  just  described,  another  most 
travagant  thing  in  this  Bill.  The  Govern- 
ent  agree  to  pay  the  sum  of  £35,000  in  cash 

the  company.  Now,  one  would  imagine 
at,  if  we  are  going  to  raise  £35,000  in  addi- 
m  tx>  the  other  loans  proposed,  we  ought 

do  it  along  with  our  other  loans,  and  get  it 

the  cheapest  .rate  possible.    But  what  do  we 

1  in  this  Bill  ?  In  order  to  raise  this  money, 
is  provided, — 

••  The  Colonial  Treasurer  may  sell  all  or  any 
■  the  debenture- bonds  hereby  authorized  to  be 
raed  in  ocdex  to  realize  the  amounts  required 


for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  set  forth,  pro- 
vided that  none  of  the  said  debentures  shall  be 
sold  at  a  lower  price  than  seven  per  centum 
below  par." 

Now,  we  can  sell  our  bonds  at  about  par  in 
the  London  market;  but  here  we  are  taking 
power  to  give  somebody  or  other  a  commission 
of  7  per  cent.  Are  we  so  rich  that,  in  a  loan 
of  £35,000,  we  can  afford  to  throw  away  7  per 
cent,  for  nothing  at  all,  in  order,  probably, 
to  gratify  some  whim  either  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  or  of  some  one  else  ?  It  is  downright 
waste.  There  never  was  a  more  extravagant 
proposal  placed  before  any  Legislature,  or  one 
more  full  of  jobbery  in  some  direction  or 
other.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
the  Agricultural  Company  in  relation  to  this. 
The  honoiirable  member  for  Akaroa  quoted 
some  figures  up  to  the  latest  date;  but  ho 
seemed  to  be  uncertain  as  to  the  proportion 
that  the  company  would  have  to  pay  of  the 
total  rates.  I  have  had  to  go  back  to  a  speech 
I  made  in  1884  in  order  to  get  two  or  three 
figures.  I  find  that  I  quoted  the  rates  on  the 
3l6t  March,  1884,  at  £4,744.  The  company  then 
owed — and,  it  seems,  still  owes — £3,003 ;  so  that 
for  every  £30  the  company  pays  the  ordinary 
ratepayers  had  to  pay  £17 :  that  is,  the  com- 
pany owes  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  rates. 
Now,  what  are  we  going  to  do  ?  We  are  going 
to  throw  into  the  lap  of  this  company  the 
difference  between  2  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent, 
at  once.:  that  is  to  say,  we  give  them  at  once  a 
premium  of  £1,500  a  year  for  doing  no  earthly 
service  to  this  colony.  What  has  that  com- 
pany done  for  us,  except  bring  discredit  on  the 
name  of  New  Zealand?  Here  I  would  men- 
tion what,  at  any  rate,  is  a  rumour.  I  do  not 
know  for  a  certainty  what  I  am  going  to 
refer  to,  but  it  certainly  has  been  talked  about. 
How  is  it  that  we  did  not  get  this  Waimea 
Plains  Railway  before?  Was  it  not  owing  to 
the  personal  squabbles  between  the  directory  of 
one  and  the  directory  of  another  company? 
Did  it  not  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  railway 
company  would  not  sell  to  us  till  some  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  between  the  directors  of 
that  company  and  the  directors  of  another 
company?  I  venture  to  say  that  is  ti-ue, 
although  it  has  hitherto  been  only  a  rumour ; 
and  I  presume  the  arrangement,  whatever  it 
was,  has  now  been  made.  It  was  said  freely 
that  it  was  some  dispute  about  old  commissions 
with  regard  to  the  promotion -money  of  the 
Agricultural  Company.  I  say  the  colony  ought 
not  to  be  bandied  about  between  the  directors 
of  two  companies  neither  of  which  is  creditable 
to  the  colony.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hokonui  talks  about  the  hardship  to  three 
hundred  and  odd  ratepayers ;  but  there  are  two 
hundred  of  those  v/hoso  grievances  are  not  very 
heavy.  They  have  a  railway  passing  through 
their  land,  which  they  required ;  and,  if  they 
had  no  actual  knowledge  of  the  arrange- 
ment, they  had  a  constructive  knowledge  of  it, 
for  it  is  understood  that  all  men  know  the  law 
under  which  they  live.  At  any  rate,  two  hun- 
dred of  these  people  have  no  great  grievance, 
for  the  amount  of  their  rates  ranged  between 
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Sb.  4d.  and  £1  in  1884.  There  are  some  large 
ratepayers— one  to  the  extent  of  £826  and 
odd,  and  another  £182  and  odd;  but  the  greater 
number  of  them  were  evidently  owners  of  small 
town-lots,  and  that  sort  of  thing.  I  say  we  arc 
giving  immediate  relief  to  the  extent  of  £1,500 
a  year  to  these  people  for  baving  done  no 
service  whatever  to  the  colony,  liiere  is  no 
doubt  that  in  a  year  or  two  similar  pressure 
will  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Legislature 
again  to  get  rid  of  the  remaining  2  per  cent., 
to  that  which  has  already  been  brought  to 
bear  to  get  rid  of  the  3  per  cent,  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  take  off.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  ratepayers  will  knock  at  our  door, 
and  they  will  bo  admitted.  Then,  what  will 
that  mean?  That  this  company,  which,  I 
say,  has  brought  discredit  on  the  good  name  of 
Kew  Zealand,  instead  of  having  a  benefit  to  the 
extent  of  £1,500  a  year,  will  get  a  benefit  to 
the  extent  of  £8,000  a  year.  I  ask,  again,  what 
has  the  company  done  that  we  should  be  so 
liberal  to  it  ?  I  thinlc  the  Bill,  from  its  first 
inception  to  its  appearance  in  its  present  form, 
is  discreditable  to  all  concerned.  It  is  ex- 
travagant in  every  direction,  and  I  hope  the 
House,  before  agreeing  -  to  it,  will  tidce  some 
time  to  consider  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  was  very  much  amused 
at  one  remark  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Hokonui  made,  and  that  was  that  he  had  a 
very  hard  tussle  to  induce  the  directors  of  this 
railway  company  to  sell.  There  is  such  a  thing 
in  gaming  as  what  is  called  "  bluff,"  and  there 
was  no  question  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
that  tliese  directors  have  been  playing  a  very 
considerable  game  of  *•  bluff."  Very  naturally 
and  very  wisely,  they  have  held  out  for  as  much 
money  as  they  could  possibly  get.  I  think  it 
will  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the  colony  to  buy 
this  line.  It  is  part  of  the  ordinary  lines  of  the 
colony,  and  should  never  have  been  constructed 
by  a  company;  therefore  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  bought.  In  addition  to  that,  we  voted  the 
other  night  for  an  extension  of  this  line,  and  it 
would  be  exceedingly  disadvantageous  to  have 
a  bit  of  a  private  line  between  two  Government 
lines.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  buying  this 
line.  Personally,  I  know,  from  charges  which 
have  been  made,  that  the  line  has  been  worked 
at  a  high  cost,  and  most  unsatisfactorily  ;  and 
for  that  reason  also  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
buying  it.  But  I  think  we  are  asked,  in  this  Bill, 
to  give  a  great  deal  more  for  it  than  it  is  worth, 
and  that  in  this  particular  game  of  *•  bluff  "  the 
company  has  secured  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  Government.  It  would  not  be  worth  while 
to  go  over  again  the  points  which  have  been 
dwelt  on  by  other  members  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee,  but  it  must  be  clear  to  any 
man  of  sense  that  if  the  directors  of  this  com- 
pany find  that  they  can  get  no  more  than 
£102,000  they  will  be  glad  to  take  it.  Of  course 
anything  above  that  amount  will  be  a  windfall 
to  them.  With  regard  to  the  ratepayers,  there 
oan  be  no  doubt  that  if  we  give  £110,000  for 
the  railway  they  will  largely  benefit.  I  always 
looked  upon  the  District  Railways  Act  as  a  very 
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great  blunder,  because  the  people  in  &e 
where  they  were  constructed  had  to  ssSci 
having  to  nay  rates,  while  people  in  otiber 
of  the  colony  had   their   nilwayi  mt/k 
nothing.    Therefore  it  would  be  only  aa  i 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  colosj  to  ^ 
tiiem  some  relief.    Bat  we  are  asked  h  i 
Bill  to  give  too  much.    We  are  not  only  to  i 
£110,000,  but  the  colony  is  also  to  make  & 
sent  to  the  shareholders  of  £8,000.  at  the  lo« 
calculation,  and  possibly  a  great  deal  must. 
might  possibly  be  justi^able  to  give  £llO,09i 
these  people,  in  view  of  the  tzouUe  t22€T ' 
been  nut  to ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  the  a 
should  pay  this  extra  premium  on  the  Iial 
ance  bonds.     What  that  would  be  I  do  1 
know,  as  it  would  depend  very  laig^ysill 
negotiations  with  the  Govermnent  Inssm 
Association,  but  it  is  estimated  at  from  &t 
to  £18,000 ;  and,  if  we  pay  that,  by  so  lad 
is  the  colony  poorer  emd  these  shmeboyfl 
richer. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  shall  be  quite  prepaid  I 
agree  to  the  company  being  given  i^lQH 
for  this  railway;  but,  as  otiier  heDOcnil 
members  have  pointed  out,  it  is  propiAedl 
give  more.  The  honourable  member  for  Tfll 
naki  has  stated  that,  in  his  opinkau  d 
Government  Insurance  Association  would  ai 
take  back  the  £75,000  ;  and  I  agxee  with  bfl 
It  is  a  Tery  good  investment,  and  the  is4 
ciation  is  not  likely  to  give  it  up.  I  sbsdl 
like  to  point  out  the  exact  amount  it  is  |M> 
posed  that  the  colony  should  give.  Soppes^ 
we  should  have  to  pay  6  per  cent,  for  tno^ 
three  years  on  £40,000,  and  assumhg  M 
we  are  paying  ^  per  cent,  for  loan-mca^ 
and  that  is  a  very  liberal  allowance— we  ski 
be  paying  1^  per  cent,  for  twenty- three  yeaaa 
£40,000,  which  would  amount  to  £13,800.  t^ 
if  we  have  to  pay  6J  per  cent,  on  ^/^  ^ 
ten  years,  and  taking  our  money  as  w>rsh  I 
per  cent.,  we  shall  be  paying  the  Govemanl 
Insurance  Association  If  per  cent,  rooiettal 
we  are  paying  for  our  ordinary  money,  aa^W 
would  make  £6,120;  making  the  total  tbss  il 
should  have  to  pay  in  interest  £19,930.  * 
would  point  out  also  that,  although  it  is  i^ 
posed  that  the  ratepayers  would  be  li&l^  ^ 
half  of  that  amount,  still,  as  other  hono^iaidi 
members  have  pointed  out,  we  are  scaittJl 
likely  to  collect  it;  and,  besides,  they  are  odf 
liable  for  twenty  years,  aiter  which  tiitirl* 
bility  ceases ;  so  that  for  the  last  three  jmS 
the  colony  will  have  to  pay  the  whole  d  t^ 
interest.  However,  take  it  that  the  rate-psjoi 
are  liable  for  half,  then  the  colony  wiU  hi»«* 
pay  £9,960,  or  nearly  £10,000,  doling  thai  tiaa 
I  therefore  quite  agree  with  those  hoccQisA 
members  who  think  that  is  too  high  a  pnce  *• 
pay  for  the  railway,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  have  listened  cairfd^ 
to  what  has  fallen  from  honourable  mc3!ba% 
and  it  is  very  evident  that  in  the  Public  i> 
counts  Committee  there  was  a  considenl^h 
minority  of  members  whose  opinion  was  tid 
in  paying  £110,000,.  and  these  incidental  sstt 
increasing  the  total  possibly  to  £118,000,  w 
should    be    paying  too   detfly  for  this  O^. 
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way.  Bub  I  oppose  this  proposition  on  other 
groands.  I  opposed  the  purchase  of  the  dis- 
trict railways  from  the  first,  and  shall  always 
oppose  it,  because  I  consider  that,  when  money 
is  80  much  wanted  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
where  there  are  no  roads  or  means  of  commu- 
nication,  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Ck>veinm6nt 
or  of  this  House  to  purchase  railways  which 
are  already  serving  as  highways  and  means 
cl  communication,  and  which  are  already  in 
the  possession  of  the  colony,  unless  the  very 
strongest  financial  reasons  are  shown  for  doing 
so.  That  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  I 
oppose  this  measure.  I  do  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Agricultural  Company,  or  any  other 
!  company  ;  but  I  say  the  colony  should  not  pur- 
chase this  railway  imless  the  strongest  financial 
reasons  are  given,  and  I  have  not  hesjrd  any 
satisfactory  reasons  up  to  the  present  time  for 
considering  that  this  particular  railway  is  worth 
the  money  indicated.  Harbour  Boards  have 
j  to  pay  heavy  interest  on  their  money;  local 
'  bodies  have  to  levy  heavy  rates  to  pay  interest 
on  the  money  they  borrow :  why  should  not  the 
ratepayers  in  those  cases  be  relieved  just  as 
much  as  those  who  are  rated  for  private  rail- 
ways ?  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  go  against  the 
report  of  any  Committee,  because  I  think  the 
strongest  reasons  should  be  given  for  doing  so  ; 
but  we  have  heard  the  opinions  of  a  large  mi- 
nority on  this  Committee  who  were  opposed  to 
the  purchase  of  this  railway,  and  therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
oppose  the  purchase  of  this  railway.  I  do  so 
with  regret ;  but  I  cannot  help  seeing  that  the 
public  of  New  Zealand  have  been  called  on  to 
pay  very  large  sums  indeed  for  the  purchase 
of  private  railways,  and,  almost  without  their 
knowing  it,  a  very  large  augmentation  is  being 
made  to  the  public  debt.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  payment  of  the  large  sums  of 
money  I  allude  to  and  the  interest  upon  them 
will  fall  very  heavily  on  the  whole  population, 
and  necessarily  the  largest  part  of  the  popula- 
tion are  what  I  may  call  the  poor  people  of  the 
country.  It  is  upon  them  and  their  families 
that  these  heavy  charges  will  fall.  This  will  go 
on  year  after  year — it  is  difficult  to  place  a 
limit  to  the  time  at  which  these  charges  will 
cease  to  oppress  the  people  of  New  Zealand  : 
soma  of  them  are  perpetual.  Already  we 
are  so  burdened  that  I  think  there  is  no 
honourable  member  listening  to  me  who  does 
not  feel  the  present  load  of  taxation  very 
severely :  in  fact,  to  many  persons  it  has  almost 
amounted  to  blighting  their  hopes.  Now,  is  it 
just  o{  us  to  entail  charges  of  this  kind  on  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  if  we  can  help  it  ?  I 
confess — I  say  it  with  unwillingness,  but  I  feel 
it  to  be  a  duty  to  say  it — that  I  do  not  think 
this  Government  is  a  Government  which  should 
impose  these  charges  for  the  Waimea  Plains 
Railway  on  the  people  of  the  country.  I  would 
father  see  that  they  had  left  to  other  persons 
the  dealing  with  this  question.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  several  speakers  that  the  persons 
who  will  greatly  benefit,  who  will  almost  mainly 
.  benefit  by  this  transaction  are  those  who  com- 


pose the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company. 
It  is  clear  that  a  perpetual  charge  of  many 
thousands  of  pounds  is  to  be  entailed  on  the 
colony  for  the  benefit  of  that  company,  and 
soiPv.  speakers  have  even  pointed  out  that  it  is 
probable  we  shall  have,  in  a  few  years,  to  pay 
for  ever  annually  £3,000  to  relieve  that  com- 
pany of  the  charges  imposed  on  it.  Now,  what 
service  has  that  company  rendered  to  us  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  called  atten- 
tion to  that,  first  of  all.  What  have  they  done 
which  entitles  them  to  look  for  these  bene- 
fits from  us?  I  think  that,  instead  of  their 
having  a  claim  on  our  gratitude,  we  have  a 
claim  on  their  gratitude.  Let  me  put  before 
the  House,  in  the  simplest  language  I  can  use, 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  arrive 
at  that  conclusion,  and  which,  I  think,  may 
induce  this  Grovemment  themselves  to  drop 
this  question  and  leave  it  to  other  persons  to 
deal  with.  Now,  the  New  Zealand  Agricrd- 
tural  Company  arose  in  this  way — I  take  the 
greater  part  of  my  information  from  their  own 
prospectus  —  I  would  rather  that  they  de- 
scribed themselves  than  that  I  should  attempt 
to  do  it :  Negotiations  went  on  for  some  time 
between  certain  gentlemen,  and  at  last  we  find 
that,  efforts  having  been  made  to  float  a  com- 
pany, r.  contract  was  made  as  to  which  I  will 
give  tlieir  own  words,  so  that  I  can  state 
nothing  exaggerated  or  put  in  a  wrong  form. 
We  are  told, — 

"  The  contract  for  the  acquisition  of  the 
properties  is  dated  the  9th  day  of  December, 
1878,  sknd  made  between  the  vendors,  namely, 
George  Meredith  Bell,  Joseph  Clarke,  Patrick 
K.  McCaughan,  Henry  Driver,  William  James 
Mudie  Lamach,  Malcolm  McNeill,  and  Alex- 
ander McNeill,  of  the  first  part ;  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
and  the  above-named  William  James  Mudie 
Lamach,  of  the  second  part ;  and  Robert  M. 
Robertson,  as  trustee  for  the  company,  of  the 
third  part." 

And  then,  in  reference  to  the  properties,  we 
are  told, — 

**  The  properties  have  recently  been  valued 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Pearson,  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands,  Southland,  and  Mr.  Horace  Bastings,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
of  the  Otago  Waste  Lands.  This  valuation, 
with  maps  of  the  estates  and  detailed  particu- 
lars of  the  properties,  can  be  seen  at  the  office 
of  the  company." 

Now,  as  to  that,  I  think  the  company  and 
the  Government  did  do  us  a  certain  wrong, 
because  X  do  not  think  the  services  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  Southland 
r>^ght  to  have  been  afforded  to  a  company  to 
]  at  a  value  on  their  property  in  the  London 
market  which,  perhaps,  may  have  been,  im- 
intentlonally,  in  excess  of  its  true  value.  It 
appears  to  me  that  we,  as  the  Government 
of  a  young  nation,  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  give  the  stamp  of  the  authority  of  a 
person  in  this  position  to  any  particular  com- 
pany. I  am  quite  certain  that  any  poor  man 
going  into  the  offices  and  saying  he  was  about 
to  form  a  company,  and  asking  to  have  suoh 
an  advantage,  would  have  been  refused  the 
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frivilcgc  that  vtbs  afforded  to  this  ooznp^ny, 
would  put  it  to  honourable  ffentlemen,  Is 
there  hardly  one  of  us  who  would  have  dared 
to  go  to  the  Government  and  ask  them  to  do 
such  a  thing  for  him  ?  I  think  the  answer  must 
be  No.  Well,  the  next  step  in  the  transac- 
tion, as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  was  this :  that 
*  Loan  Agent,  sent  by  the  Government  to  Lon- 
don and  paid  by  the  colony,  became  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  company  in  London.  Now,  I 
do  not  say  that  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  were  aware  that  their  Loan 
Agent  was  about  to  become  a  promoter  of  this 
company ;  but,  to  mv  mind,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  we  ought  not  to  have  had  our  names,  as  a 
Government,  mixed  up  in  a  transaction  of  the 
kind — that  care  should  have  been  taken  that  » 
person  holding  so  highly  responsible  a  position 
should  not  at  the  same  time  have  the  power  to 
become  a  promoter  of  a  company  of  this  sort. 
My  view  may  be  wrong ;  but  I  hold  to  that 
view,  and  I  think  I  ought  to  state  to  the  House 
that  such  is  my  view.  Efforts  were  then  made 
to  start  a  company  in  London,  and  the  pro- 
moters put  forward  their  views :  and  this 
becomes  a  rather  interesting  question.  Several 
of  the  objects  for  which  the  company  was  to  be 
started  were  stated  in  the  prospectus  in  this 
way: — 

"  The  objects  for  which  this  company  is  es- 
tablished are, — 

•  •  •  • 

"  To  provide  for  the  relip^ious,  sanitary,  and 
educational  welfare  of  persons  settled  on  the 
property  of  the  company,  or  in  its  employ- 
ment, and  in  particular  by  providing  churches, 
chapels,  schools,  reading-rooms,  wash-houses, 
baths,  parks,  places  of  recreation,  and  by 
granting  money." 

Now,  these  were  rather  attractive  terms  to 
hold  out,  but  I  confess  I  would  rather,  myself, 
as  a  New  Zealand  colonist,  that  great  officers 
of  State  employed  by  the  colony  should  not 
be  engaged  in  putting  forth  tcrqis  of  that  kind. 
I  think  that  is  hardly  what  we  should  wish  to 
be  done.  Again,  I  say,  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I 
cannot  help  taking  that  view  of  the  subject. 
Then,  in  order  to  let  the  public  know  exactly 
what  was  taking  place  in  London,  and  how  our 
public  servants  were  drawn  into  it,  I  will  read 
this,  further,  from  what  was  put  forth  in  the 
prospectus : — 

•*  The  owners  of  the  properties  which  are  to 
be  purchased  by  the  company,  feeling  assured 
that  the  same  can  be  better  developed  as  a 
whole  by  a  company  with  a  largo  capital  and 
extensive  resources  than  as  separate  individual 
properties,  have  determined  to  invite  the  public 
to  participate  with  them  in  what  they  are  con- 
vinced is  a  thoroughly  sound  enterprise,  and  on 
terms  which  they  are  satisfied  will  bear  rigid 
inquiry  and  investigation.  They  are  therefore 
promoting  the  company  by  their  agents  in 
London,  Sir  Julius  Vogcl  and  Mr.  Lamach — 
himself  a  great  owner — who  will  sit  as  two  of 
the  directors  of  the  company. 

*'  The  whole  of  the  preliminary  charges  of  the 
expenses  of  establishing  the  company  up  to 
«nd  including  the  allotment  of  shares  will  be 
Sir  G.  Guf 


borne  by  the  above-mentioned  agents  oi  4 
vendors,  so  that  the  company  will  start  v^itai 
any  preliminary  charges  to  be  lepa^  ss 
future  income." 

The  company  started  on  these  pozuipka  i 
am  little  acquainted  with  companies,  fa^] 
believe,  myself,  that  those  who  went  into  1M 
company  could  not  have  been  very  wise  if  t^ 
thought  they  would  escaipe  the  payment  o!th 
preliminary  charges  in  this  way.  I  think  iki 
they  might  have  seen  that  the  vendors  of  al 
land  would  take  care  to  add  enou^  to  d 
purchase -money  that  they  were  to  get  &■ 
the  pockets  of  those  joining  the  caofM^ 
to  recoup  to  them  the  preliminaiy  and  osiM 
charges  they  bore,  and  perhaps  make  tl»  cm 
pany  pay  quite  as  heavily  as  it  would  hxK  {M 
if  it  had  borne  those  charges  direet.  1 1 
not  think  the  shareholders  were  aS<»ded  iif 
pecuniary  advantsige  in  this  way.  Gr^ 
position  was  made  in  London  hy  the  fa 
newspaper  to  the  starting  of  the  cdq 
and  I  am  informed — ^I  cannot  state  it  bm 
own  knowledge — ^that  it  wa£  not  until  ike 
sent  Minister  of  Lands,  then  a  Mmistet  d 
Crown,  visited  the  property  and  sent  Bxsas 
a  telegram  in  regard  to  it  that  tha 
were  enabled  to  float  the  company  sneoaij 
fully.  The  honourable  gentleman  visited  A^ 
property,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  «ainig 
of  the  telegram  sent  Home.  However,  I M 
no  doubt  that  it  was  owing  to  that,  in  pait  ^ 
the  company  was  floated.  This  compesT**! 
imdoubtedly,  connected  in  some  way  ^^^ 
Waimea  Plains  Railway  Company.  I  ctsoq 
state  the  exact  connection  between  them,  M 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  someconnedsoBfi 
exist  between  them.  Such  were  the  steptttlA 
up  to  the  starting  of  the  company.  Bb(I 
should  say,  further,  that  the  company  pot  &^ 
ward  in  their  prospectus  one  thing,  aH&^tv 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Akarcs,  u  to 
which  I  should  like  to  read  the  pxomoSezs*0«K; 
words  to  the  House,  because  I  think  beie  «e 
have  a  fair  ground  of  complaint  agsii^  ^ 
company.  I  think  that,  instead  of  their  ^Q( 
a  claim  on  our  gratitude,  we  have  a  fsirpoi» 
of  complaint.  It  is  quite  evident  that,iiu^* 
thing  unusual  or  beyond  what  other  peso* 
were  allowed  to  do  was  done  in  reference  to  ^ 
selection  of  the  land  sold  to  the  cosaps^ 
and  to  the  public,  every  individusl  is  ^ 
colony  was  hurt — I  do  not  mean  hcrt  in  ^ 
person,  but  a  great  wrong  was  done  to  thefoti^ 
of  the  colony  for  all  time,  because  an  ^^ 
that  kind,  an  act  of  unfair  selection  of  w 
undoubtedly  must  produce  a  baneful  efi«J  ** 
many  years  to  come :  it  is  a  long  time  h^^ 
can  be  worked  off.  Yet,  in  order  to  induce pS" 
sons  to  take  shares  in  the  company,  this  i>  ^ 
statement  made  : —  ^ 

"  The  freehold  lands  around  the  1«^ 
were  selected  with  a  view  to  prevent  aanp** 
tion  for  the  leaseholds,  so  that  there  ctf^ 
little  difficulty  in  securing  a  renewal^of  «• 
leases  from  time  to  time  as  they  fall  in." 

Now,  I  say  that  any  Government  whidi  i»- 
lowed  selection  of  land  to  be  made  in  that  ^ 
or  upon  that  principle  did  a  gross  wzoof  >* 
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)  rolonv,  and  so  did  the  selectors;  and  I 
r  that  it  was  not  a  proper  thing  for  public 
▼ants  to  put  forward  in  a  public  prospec- 
I  issued  in  London  a  statement  that  a 
;ag  of  that  kind  was  done  as  quite  usual, 
A  »that  it  had  done  no  harm  whatever.  I 
nnot  help  thinking— I  again  say  I  may  be 
ong — that  the  company  has  no  claim  on  us  to 
ddle  the  colony  with  the  payment  of  £3,000  a 
ar  for  many  years,  after  it  has  treated  us  in 
bt  manner.  Now,  these  Jeasehold  lands  were 
t  bad  lands — I  should  wish  to  state  that  to 
»  House.  The  statement  made  in  the  pro- 
»etU8  in  that  respect  is  this : — 
^  The  leasehold  lands  contain  141,000  acres, 
ley  consist  of  well-grasscd  hills  and  valleys  of 
th  quality,  but  rather  too  steep  for  plongh- 
%.  Their  sheep-carrying  quality,  however, 
capable  of  great  improvement  by  English 
&SS  and  clover-seed  being  scattered  upon 
em." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  leasehold  lands 
secured  by  means  which  I  think  ought  not  to 
kve  been  used  for  the  purpose — were  lands  of 
Dsiderable  value ;  and  in  that  way  again,  I 
ink,  a  great  wrong  was  done  to  the  country. 
sd  I  go  further,  and  say  that  in  my  opinion 
•I  may  be  wrong  in  this  again,  but  I  cannot 
lip  thinking  it  —  high  public  servants  who 
igage  in  pursuits  and  avocations  of  this  kind 
cm  relations  with  one  another  which  must  be 
aadvantageous  to  the  public  service  in  which 
ley  are  also  engaged.  I  might  just  point  out 
i&t  one  of  the  sellers  of  this  property,  one  of 
10  original  owners,  and  who  was  one  of  the 
n^ons  who  paid  a  considerable  sum  to  the 
lomoters,  some  of  whom  were  high  public 
srvants,  was  recently  appointed  to  a  high 
osition  in  the  Civil  Service,  whilst  there 
rere  other  gentlemen,  who  had  been  for  many 
ears  in  the  service,  who  had  strong  claims  to 
romotion.  He  has  been  appointed  in  Dun- 
din  to  an  office  worth  £1,000  a  year,  with 
ertain  extra  allowances;  and  I  cannot  dis- 
liss  this  from  my  mind:  that,  perhaps  un- 
cmsciously,  a  desire  did  exist  in  the  minds  of 
hose  who  helped  him  to  help  him  because 
he.4e  connections  which  I  have  alluded  to 
uid  existed.  And  then  this  leads  me  to  an- 
Ahcr  point,  which  I  think  it  is  of  the  greatest 
mportance  to  the  House  to  consider:  we 
^uld  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  almost  certain 
ii&t  thoso  who  promote  those  companies  must 
«ceive  handsome  sums  of  money  as  promoters, 
ad  we  should  consider  what  must  have  been 
die  value  of  the  public  offices  of  the  colony, 
f  great  additional  commissions  of  this  kind 
sould  be  made  by  people  who  held  public  offices. 
Utogethcr,  this  is  a  matter  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  one  of  yery  great  importance ;  and  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  better  for  us  that  the 
preaent  Government  should  not  attempt  to  pass 
khis  Bill.  They  might  leave  it  over  for  another 
Government,  who  have  not  been  mixed  up 
»ith  these  transactions,  to  deal  with  it.  If 
^  Government  do  try  to  pass  it  through, 
then  I  am  firmly  satisfied  that  this  House 
ought  to  resist  giving  to  this  Agricultural 
Company  a  sum  of  £3,000  per  annum  in  per- 


petuity at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  To  the  utmost  I  will  resist  it,  and 
I  say  that  it  is  a  wrong  thing  to  do;  and  I 
hope  that  honourable  gentlemen  will  join  with 
me  in  saying  that  the  rich  and  poor — the  very 
numerous  poor — of  New  Zealand,  shall  not,  in 
times  of  distress  like  the  present,  be  called 
upon  to  pay  a  large  sum  in  aid  of  this  com- 
pany, formed  by  gentlemen  in  New  Zealand 
imder  the  circumstances  which  I  have  stated 
to  the  House.  I  have  done  my  best,  using  no 
exaggerated  language  whatever,  and  I  ask 
honourable  gentlemen,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  to  stand  up  with  me  and  resist  the 
imposition  of  this  charge,  approaching  a  per- 
petual charge  of  £8,000  a  year,  upon  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  a 
donation  upon  this  Agricultural  Company. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  member  of  this  House  who  would  advocate 
giving  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company 
one  single  farthing  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  this  railway ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  look  at 
this  question  upon  its  merits,  but  must  always 
drag  in  a  lot  of  matters  entirely  foreign  to  it. 
Now,  if  every  word  he  has  said  were  true  in 
regard  to  the  Agricultural  Company— though  I 
am  prepared  to  dispute  many  of  his  statements. 
— the  question  of  the  expediency  or  the  policy 
of  passing  this  Bill  would  not  be  affected  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  made  a  number  of  insinuations  against 
people  who  were  connected  with  this  Agricul* 
tural  Company,  and  he  asserts,  in  broad  terms, 
that  the  promoters  have  received  a  very  large 
amount  of  commission.  That  maybe  perfectly 
true ;  but,  then,  persons  who  are  mixed  up  with 
these  companies  generally  do  receive  a  large 
amount  of  money.  Promoters  of  these  com- 
panies generally  do  receive  a  large  amount  of 
money. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^But  they  are  not  servants 
of  the  public. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  — I  am  coming  to  that 
point  at  once.  I  say,  from  my  recollection, 
that  there  were  promoters  and  promoters  of  the 
Agricultural  Company.  There  were  persons 
connected  with  that  company  who  possibly  did 
receive  certain  commission  for  organizing  the 
company ;  and  there  were  promoters,  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East,  who, 
I  have  no  doubt,  did  not  receive  one  farthing 
for  commission  or  anything  »of  the  kind.  If 
my  memory  serves  me  aright,  this  question  of 
allowing  the  Agent-General  at  that  time  to  be 
connected  with  the  company  was  discussed  by 
the  Government  at  the  time,  and  the  honotir- 
able  member  for  Auckland  East  gave  his  assent 
to  the  Agent- General  associating  himself  with 
the  company. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  simply  deny  that,  positively. 
There  are  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  succeeded  us,  who  can  testify  what 
my  decision  was,  immediately  I  heard  that  the 
Agent-General  was  connected  with  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  am  speaking  from  my 
own  recollection,  and  also  from  the  recollection 
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of  other  collea^aes  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  time.  ThiH  quobtion,  I  repi^at,  was 
amply  and  fully  diKcusRed,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  give  his  sanction  to  the  com- 
pany. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  again  deny  that,  and  I  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  produce  corre- 
spondence that  passed. 

Mr.  BAIiLANCE. — It  was  not  done  by  cor- 
respondenoe.  It  was  done  amongst  Ministers, 
and  it  was  done  deliberately.  I  say  I  am  not 
depending  on  my  own  memory  alone.  I  have 
spoken  to  several  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
colleagues  in  the  Ministry  ^ith  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  myself  at  the  time,  and  their 
recollection  i.s  the  same  as  mine — that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  give  his  sanction. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  East  has  twice  denied  the  state- 
ment, and  it  is  uRual  to  accept  a  denial  under 
such  circumstances. 

Mr.  BALLAlNCE. — I  am  simply  giving  my 
recollection. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  denied  your  statement  as  to  what  he 
did,  and  you  repeat  it. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — It  is  simply  a  question 
of  memory,  and  I  am  stating  what  my  recol- 
lection is. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  I  ask  the  honourable 
member  to  produce  any  telegrams  that  I  sent. 

Mr.  BALLANCPj. — I  do  not  know  of  any 
telegrams  having  been  pent,  but,  if  there  were 
any  sent,  they  can  be  laid  on  the  table.  And 
now  the  honourable  gentlemaii  says  that  cer- 
tain encourapenient  was  given:  and  it  is  true 
that  encoura^'tinent  was  given.  And  why  was 
it  given  by  certain  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  It  was  fully  discussed  at  the  time  ; 
because  they  believed  that  it  would  be  a  desir- 
able thing  to  have  these  enormous  estates  that 
were  without  population  cut  up  and  distributed 
amongst  an  agricultural  population.  That 
was  the  only  reason  why  certain  colleagues  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  gave  encouragement 
to  the  organization  of  that  company;  and  I 
believe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave 
encouragement  to  the  company  at  the  time  for 
the  same  reason.  I  say  that  that  was  a  perfectly 
legitimate  motive,  and  a  motive  which  ought 
to  meet  the  approval  of  the  House.  No  doubt 
that  was  the  honourable  gentleman's  motive. 

Sir  G.  GKEY. — I  deny  that  I  gave  any  en- 
couragement. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— With  regard  to  the  refer- 
enco  to  the  Minister  of  Mines,  hero  is  another 
point.  As  far  as  my  recollection  goes,  I  dis- 
tinctly understood,  at  the  time  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  Home,  that  it  was 
— with  the  approval  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  East,  who  was  Premier — arranged 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
the  privilege  of  attending  to  his  own  business 
as  well  as  being  one  of  the  Loan  Agents.  That 
is  my  recollection  upon  that  point. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  be  allowed  to  say  that 
that  is  entirely  incorrect,  and  that 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Minister  of  Lands  not 
Mr,  Ballance 


having  given  way  to  the  honourable  gentloHu 
he  must  reserve'his  rema^  until  the  )aam-  | 
able  gentleman  has  concluded.  < 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  say  again  that,  ahlmq^ 
those  who  were  associated  in  boiinenii^tM  \ 
company  no  doubt  did  receive  whatenr  ■■ 
usual  in  the  way  of  commission,  «o  ^ailbe 
honourable  gentleman's  collesgaes  wen  am- 
cemed  they  assisted  it  from  the  lame  iDotnt 
that  actuated  himself, — a  public  iDotiTe,~«iA 
without  any  prospect  of  reward  and  viduit 
receiving  one  penny.  We  have  hetid  a  gmt 
deal  about  the  Agricultuxal  Compu^,  uA 
numerous  insinuations  have  been  msde  in  tUi 
House  against  honourable  membec;  but  I 
venture  to  say  that,  if  honourable  gentlsiaa 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  tbe  facts  ad 
correspondence  in  this  matter,  they  vill  at 
that  tne  assertions  which  have  been  made  \ff 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  m 
entirely  without  foundation.  I  believe  tfasi  As 
company  was  started  in  a  perfectly  legitinili 
manner,  and  that  to  say  there  is  any  disgaa 
connected  with  it  is  simply  to  say  that  it  ii  a 
disgrace  to  be  unsuccessful.  As  far  as  I  em 
understand,  the  Agricultural  Company  Mil 
upon  exactly  the  same  basis  as  any  otha  ns- 
can  tile  concern,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  thi 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki  should  ha« 
said  that  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  colony.  I  la 
not  aware  in  what  respect  that  is  trae.  It  n 
true  enough  that  the  large  profits  which  ven 
expected  have  not  been  realized ;  but  that  ii 
not  a  disgrace  to  those  who  were  conncctt' 
with  floating  the  company.  Had  it  not  bea 
that  the  price  of  land  fell  the  company  vonli 
have  done  very  well,  and  then  we  iboaH 
have  heard  it  spoken  of  as  as  great  acteditt» 
the  colony  as  many  other  mercantile  cqhoobs. 
And  now  I  come  to  the  purchase  of  thenilnj, 
and  I  may  say  that  the  reason  why  Igaway 
vote  as  I  did  in  the  Public  Accounts  Commitw 
for  the  purchase  of  this  railway  was  the  d«^ 
ability  of  having  the  link  between  twoGoveo- 
ment  lines  of  railway  acquired  by  the  Go^o- 
ment.  I  know  very  well  the  difficoltr  rf 
connecting  these  two  lines,  the  difficult  ^ 
running  goods  over  a  line  belonging  to  a  pn- 
vate  company  which  separates  two  Govenua^ 
lines,  and  in  respect  to  the  traffic  uponwtof 
no  agreement  can  be  arrived  at.  Thew  ■ 
scarcely  a  public  man  in  the  colony  who  hj 
not  agreed  that  it  would  be  well  if  we  cow 
purchase  this  line,  for  the  same  reason,  a 
fact,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  the  honooi»«« 
member  for  Auckland  East  went  to^JJ 
during  the  lost  recess,  and  made  a  Bp««* 
there  in  which  he  expressed  an  opinioB  ti 
the  ratepayers  that  it  was  desirable  to  1** 
this  question  settled.  Is  that  true  or  ts^- 
When  I  was  there  I  saw  the  ratepayeis, «" 
I  saw  the  grievance  under  which  they  ^ 
labouring.  I  never  found  a  body  of  menj 
my  lifetime  who  seemed  to  be  so  ^^P'^fjJ 
Enterprise  did  not  exist.  A  dark  cW* 
seemed  to  hang  over  the  district,  and  no  «*" 
cessful  settlement  could  be  expected  so  lo^ 
that  cloud  was  allowed  to  remain.  I*  ^Jj? 
to  me,  when  I  saw  the  state  of  things  wv^ 
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existed  down    there,  that   it  was    absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to 
put  an  end  to  it.    I  never  saw  such  a  strong 
lediug  against  anything  as  the  feeling  which 
existed  in  that  part  of  the  colony  against  the 
ntiog  liability  with  respect  to  this  railway. 
This  line  is  likely  to  be  a  profitable  line  to 
the  colony.    Last  year  the  amount  of  net  re- 
venue received  from  it  was  £2,000,  and  the 
year  before   it  was   £12.      That   shows   that 
the  railway  has  been  making  great  progress 
during  the  year,  and  it  appears  to  me  that, 
having  taken  such  a  departure  as  that,  it  is 
likely  to  pay  well  in  the  future.    Then,  we  are 
told  that  if  the  line  is  acquired  by  the  Govern- 
ment— that  is  the  evidence  of  the  General  Man- 
ager of  Railways — ^it  is  likely  to  be  the  means 
of  a  saving  in  working  expenses  of  tLe  railways 
of  £1,000  a  year ;  so  that  there  is  no  difficulty, 
it  requires  no  great  stretch  of  imagination,  in 
supposing  that  in  a  short  time  the  line  will  be 
paying  4  per  cent.,  when  the  charges  upon  the 
ratepayers  may  be  removed  altogether.    From 
(hat  point  of  view,  I  say  it  is  a  very  desirable 
thing  to  acquire  the  line.    Now  in  regard  to 
the  Bill  itself.    I  do  not  know  but  that  the  Bill 
might  reasonably  undergo  some  amendments 
in  Conunittee.      For    instance,    with    regard 
to  clause   7,  some  have  considered  that  the 
cost  of  the  line  should  be  paid  in  bonds  and 
not  in  cash.    That  is  a  matter  entirely  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  I  think 
that  might  be  taken  into  calculation.    Then, 
with  regard  to  the  price,   I    am  inclined  to 
think,  looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  I 
have  indicated,  and  the  prospects  of  the  line, 
that  the  price  is  a  fair  one ;  but,  if  the  price 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  too  high,  I  think  in 
Committee  that  might  be  fairly  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  a  better  bargain  made  for  the 
colony.    But  I  look  at  it  from  a  public  point 
of  view,  apart  altogether  from  the  position  of 
the  companies.    Here  is  a  large  body  of  settlors 
on  a  la^e  tract  of  country,  and  it  is  desired 
to  relieve  them  foom  the  burden  of  this  rate, 
to  relieve  them  from  the  depression  which  it 
causes ;  and  on  that  account  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  the  explanation  I  wish 
to  make  is  that  I  will  ask  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  will  he  have  laid  upon  the  table  the 
letter  appointing  the  Loan  Agent,  and  will  he 
allow  copies  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
telegrams  cknd  letters  which  passed  between 
the  Agent-G^eneral  and  myself  upon  the  subject 
of  his  choosing  whether  he  would  be  Agent- 
General  of  the  colony  or  managing  director  of 
the  company  ?  I  would  say  this :  It  has  been 
said  that  I  made  a  speech  at  Gore,  in  which  I 
said  I  thought  it  desirable  to  have  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Waimea  Plains  Railway  settled. 
So  I  did,  and  so  I  do,  most  sincerely ;  but  I 
think  it  should  be  settled  upon  good  terms, 
and  not  upon  terms  in  the  interest  of  the 
Agricultural  Company.  I  should  prefer  to  see 
other  persons  settle  it — ^not  a  Government  con- 
taining BO  many  former  directors  of  the  Agri- 
cnltnial  Company ;  and  I  will  cheerfully  assist 
in  any  arrangement  which  I  think  is  a  fair 


one ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  is  now  proposed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — In  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion asked,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
give  notice  of  the  question,  or  call  for  any 
returns,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  department  will 
place  all  the  papers  upon  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — I  should  just  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  explanation  of  the  voce  I  am  about 
to  give  to-night  on  this,  as  it  appears  to  me,  very 
important  measure — important  not  so  much 
from  the  amount  involved  as  from  the  principle 
involved.  I  was  one  of  those  who,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  supported  the  purchase  of  the  district 
railways  last  session,  for  various  reasons  which 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  to-night ; 
but  not  the  least  of  those  reasons  was  this : 
that  I  considered  it  extremely  desirable  that 
the  colony  should  become  possessed  of  all  the 
railways.  From  that  point  of  view  I  should 
like  to  vote  to-night  for  the  purchase  of  this 
railway;  but  I  may  sav  I  have  listened  very 
attentively  to  the  speeches  during  the  debate, 
and,  after  listening  to  the  exceedingly  lucid 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  this  mea- 
sure, we  are  asked  to  give  a  great  deal  more 
for  this  line  than  it  is  worth  to  the  colony.  I 
should  be  quite  prepared  to  give  £102,000  for  it. 
It  has  been  valued  as  being  worth  that  by  one 
whose  opinion  is  thoroughly  reliable ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  as  custodians  of  the  public 
purse,  I  and  those  who  think  with  me  do  not 
think  wo  are  justified  in  voting  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  wish  to  say 
much  upon  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  question  of  the  origin  of  the  Agricultural 
Company,  and  the  previous  transactions  in 
connection  with  this  land,  have  very  little  to 
do  with  the  main  question  before  us  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  They,  however,  come  in  incidentally, 
and  I  shall  have  a  few  observations  to  make  as 
to  what  passed  upon  that  point,  because  ques- 
tions have  been  raised  and  statements  made 
which  I  think  are  not  quite  in  accordance  with 
the  recollection  of  members  of  this  House. 
What  I  do  wish  to  say  before  this  question 
goes  to  a  division  is,  that  I  have  looked  at  the 
papers  with  every  desire  to  see  the  conclusion 
of  this  wretched  affair  of  the  district  railways, 
and  I  should  have  been  glad  to  see  tliis  railway 
acquired,  if  it  could  be  done  in  the  interests  of 
tiie  public  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  after 
going  through  all  the  papers,  I  have  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  that  the  last  speaker  has 
come  to,  that  the  colony  would  not  be  justified 
in  giving  more  than  £102,000  for  this  railway  if 
it  buys  it  at  all.  Anybody  who  reads  these 
papers  fairly  can,  I  think,  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  amount  the  company  are  asking 
is  in  excess  of  what  they  would  take  and  of 
what  they  are  entitled  to  get  for  the  railway. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works,  I  would  suggest, 
should  inform  the  House  what  are  the  rates 
now  paid  upon  the  railway  as  compared  with 
the  rates  paid  upon  the  Government  lines ;  be- 
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OAaBO  tho  profits  of  th'R  railway  as  shown  upon 
the  documents,  and  the  calculations  which  have 
heen  made  regarding  them,  proceed  on  the  hasis 
of  paying  much  higher  rates  than  are  charged 
on  the  Government  lines ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that,  as  soon  as  ever  the  Government  takes 
over  this  railway,  it  will  have  to  be  worked  at 
much  tlio  same  rates  as  the  other  Govern- 
ment railways.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that, 
and  that,  a.s  soon  as  ever  tho  Government 
takes  over  the  line,  the  question  of  rates 
will  come  up  again ;  and  tho  taxpayers  of  the 
colony  really  are  going  to  bo  very  much  more 
serious  losers  than  appears  at  first  sight  upon 
this  transaction.  Tho  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East  has  given  tho  history  of  the 
initiation  of  this  company,  and  has  been  met 
with  direct  denials  by  the  present  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  was  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
the  Ministry  of  which  he  was  the  Premier.  I 
took  occasion,  while  that  was  passing,  to  look 
up  what  was  the  understanding  in  the  Legis- 
lature at  the  time  witli  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  different  Ministers  in  tliis  matter,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  recollection  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  is  borne 
out  by  the  documents,  and  by  the  statements 
of  members  of  his  Ministry  at  tho  time  in  the 
Legislature.  The  statement  which  was  made 
by  Sir  George  Whitniore  in  the  Upper  House 
with  regard  to  the  understanding,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  First  of  all,  he  stated  that  the  present 
Minister  of  Mines  went  Home  on  his  own 
afFai:s  —  on  his  own  private  affairs  —  among 
them,  no  doubt,  the  floating  of  this  company; 
and  lie  went  on  to  say,— 

"  Tlie  first  intimation  we  had  of  the  transac- 
tion was  a  month  or  two  after  Mr.  Laniach 
went  to  pjngland,  and  it  came  in  the  form  of  a 
private  letter  received  in  Wellington,  inviting 
the  Premier,  and  also  Mr.  Ballance  and  others, 
to  tako  shares  in  tho  company.  The  applica- 
tions were  in  all  cases  refused  at  once." 

You  will  find  tho  speech  in  Hansard^  Vol. 
XXXI.,  p.  38,  July  17,  1B79.  It  appears,  from 
this  statement,  that  at  that  time  there  was  no 
knowledge  in  the  Cabinet  of  this  particular 
company,  or  of  these  transactions,  so  far  as  Sir 
George  Whitmore's  speech  goes.  SVhatever  tho 
transaction  was,  it  was  not  known,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  was  not 
at  the  time  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  com- 
pany. The  first  intimation,  according  to  Sir 
George  Whitmorc,  that  ho  had  of  the  transac- 
tion was  a  month  or  two  after  Mr.  Lamach 
went  to  England,  and  it  came  in  the  form 
of  a  private  letter  received  in  Wellington 
inviting  the  Premier,  and  also  Mr.  Ballance 
and  others,  to  take  shares  in  the  company, 
which  was  refused  at  once.  This  question  has 
only  just  arisen,  and  I  have  not  had  time  to 
look  at  the  documents;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
they  show  positively  and  in  no  unambiguous 
terms  the  determination  of  tho  Premier,  Sir 
George  Grey,  that  the  Agent -General  should 
take  his  choice  between  having  anything  to  do 
withjihe  company  and  being  Agent-General  for 
the  colony.  I  have  no  time  to  read  through 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  of 
Mr,  EoUcston 


last  year.  The  honourable  member  for  An^ 
land  East  will  b6  able  to  see  it  in  tbe  pis- 
ceedings  of  the  Conunittee  on  Sir  JoUqb  Vc^ 
claims  last  year,  from  which  it  wfll  be  fi»sd, 
I  am  sure,  that  what  my  zecoUeetian  d.  tJH 
matter  is,  and  what  has  been  skftted  by  Sir 
George  Whitmore,  is  conect-that  the  Ptesaff 
of  that  day  immediately  dissociated  Umd! 
from  the  whole  thing  when  he  found  there  m 
a  probability  of  private  business  beio^  mini ; 
together  with  public  business  by  the  A^ 
General.  In  the  Hansard  of  1879  honoQaidi 
members  will  find  the  whole  of  this  m  tin 
speeches  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhonse  in  tb» 
Lpper  House.  The  telegram  fnHn  Mi.  Btl- 
lance  runs  as  follows : — 

"  Wellington,  Ist  Febmaiy,  1973. 

**  Turned  first  sod  Waimea  Plains  Railnj. 
27th  January.  Line  through  magnifieentcooi' 
try,  waiting  settlement  by  proposed  Wsian 
Company.  Success  must  contribute  pn^esif 
colony,  and  remunerate  proprietor. 

"  Vogel,  London."  "  BiLUSO. 

The  other  objectionable  features,  of  oo92S^ 
were — that  members  of  the  House  were  broQ^  i 
into  the  prospectus,  and  statements  nu^  ii 
England  m  regard  to  the  undeitakixig,  ^^ 
led  the  public  to  take  a  favourable  view  of  tb* 
enterprise,  which,  I  think,  has  not  since  bea! 
justified  by  the  success  of  the  compeaT.  1 
feel,  with  regard  to  the  transaction  gesmO^i  i 
that  it  will  be  a  warning  to  the  Legisktorevit 
in  future  to  mix  itself  up  with  privsle  tm^ 
actions.  I  am  sure  the  trouble  that  has  warn 
from  these  district  railways,  the  trouble  tbit 
has  accrued  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  Ba^ 
through  the  transactions  with  the  Imbm* 
Association,  the  trouble  that  has  aocraed  fl 
connection  with  every  single  undeitakiBg«l)f^ 
the  Government  has  mixed  itself  up  «v 
private  companies,  is  a  sufficient  waoiagt^ 
lead  us  to  determine  never  again  to  h&fetf^ 
thing  to  do  with  transactions  of  the  hnil 
cannot  vote  for  this  Bill ;  though  wh»t  I  m 
like,  personally,  to  see  is  a  finish  to  the  vboli 
of  these  disagreeable  affairs,  because,  with e«2 
good  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Minister » 
Public  Works  to  bring  this  negotiadcB  to  i 
successful  issue,  I  think  he  has  been  led^ 
enter  into  an  agreement  which  will  itoiiSta» 
the  light  of  examination  ;  that  he  has  bees- 
it  may  be,  entirely  nnintentionally— led«* 
make  promises  of  a  larger  sum  to  thisoomp^ 
than  the  public  taxpayer  ought  to  be  aW 
upon  to  give  for  this  railway. 

Mr.  BARRON.— So  far  as  the  best  expert 
evidence  that  could  be  obtamed  in  the  M^ 
before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  is  t3^ 
relied  upon,  it  would  appear  that  the  report* 
purchase  of  this  railway  has  beenadjnsjed* 
the  fairest  terms  possible  as  between  tbec^ 
pany  and  t^e  Government.  Looking  tlii^ 
the  correspondence  which  led  up  to  the  agn*- 
meut  between  the  company  and  the  Got^ 
ment,  one  cannot  help  being  forced  tol^ 
conclusion  that  the  oompany  was  not  ea^^  |^ 
sell,  or  the  Grovemment  to  purchase;  totw* 
the  honourable  member  for  the  district,  * 
stigated  by  the  landowners,  was  partieiM 
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ttudoos  that  the.transactioii  should  he  entered 
into,  in  order  to  relieve  the  ratepayers.    There 
is  an  amusingly  pathetic  portion  of  the  oor- 
lespondence  to  he  found  on  page  10,  and  it  is 
Teiy  suggestive,  when  one  takes  it  into  con- 
sideration with  what  has  already  transpired  in 
rderence  to  district  railwajrs.     In  the  tele- 
grams from  Mr.  Cowan  to  the  Minister,  the 
Minister  does  not  seem  so  eager  to  enter  into 
the  negotiation  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokonui  desired,  in  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents.    And  so  he  remonstrates  with  the 
Minister  in  this  way:   "You  forget  the  fact 
that  Waimea  is  the  line  of  greatest  considera- 
tion to  Oovemment  to  possess  of  all  the  district 
lines,  and  it  was  on  its  hack  that  the  other 
lines  were  considered."   The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  his  very  best  in  the  interests  of  his 
constituents  to  get  the  District  Bailways  Act 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Ministry 
and  the  House,  with  the  one  desire  that  he 
would  be  able,  by  that  means,  to  find  support 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Waimea  Plains  Rail- 
way, in  order  to  relieve  his  constituents  from 
the  pressure  of  the  rates  thrown  upon  them  by 
the  line  being  in  the  hands  of  the  company. 
Unfortunately  for  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  was  used  to  pass  that  unwise  Act,  and  his 
line  was  left  out.    While  I  find  that  there  is 
very  little  in  the  preliminary  correspondence 
to  warrant  what  many  honourable  members 
have  said  about  the  eagerness  of  the  company 
to  sell  and  of  the  Government  to  purchase,  I  do 
not  think  the  adjustment  of  the  price  which  is 
set  out  in  the  agreement  and  in  the  Bill  before 
us  is  fair  to  the  colony.    If  the  line  is  worth,  at 
most,  as  is  shown  by  expert  evidence,  £110,000, 
I  do  not  see  why  a  portion  of  that  money  should 
be  paid  by  the  Government  rather  than  by  the 
Agricultural  Company  and  other  ratepayers, 
who  are  certainly  entitled  to  pay  it.     When 
they  acquired  their  land  it  was,  presumably, 
witti  a  knowledge  of  the  law.     Presumably, 
those  who  purchased  after  the  line  was  sanc- 
tioned, at  the  instigation  of  the  Agricultural 
Company,  knew  they  were,  in  acquiring  that 
land,  certain  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  rates  to 
the  Railway  Company ;  and  I  mean  to  say  that 
tbe  £8,000  which  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the 
lemdowners  of  should  fairly  be  paid  by  them, 
and  not  by  the  colony.    If  the  Bill  passes  its 
second  residing  I  shall  endeavour,  so  far  as  it 
is  possible,  to  effect  such  an  amendment  as  will 
give  the  company  less  by  £8,000  than  the  cash 
payment  set  out  in  the  Bill.   On  the  other  hand, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  restore  to  them  the  right 
to  collect  that  sum  from  the  ratepayers,  who 
are  justly  entitled  to  pay  it.    Meantime  I  shall 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  E.  BICHARDSON.^It  seems  to  me  a 
pity  that,  on  a  question  like  this,  which  is  really 
a  practical  one,  honourable  members  cannot 
settle  themselves  down  to  express  their  views 
on  the  matter  without  finding  it  necessary  to 
charge  those  who  promote  the  Bill  with  job- 
bery and  corruption.  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  apply 
those  terms  to  this  Bill,  and  hear  him  apply 
them  in  the  way  in  which  he  did.    I  am  not  at 


all  surprised  to  find  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  North  take  up  the  position  he  has 
taken,  for  he  has  persistently  objected  to  the 
purchase  by  the  Grovemment  of  any  of  these 
district  railways,  although  he  does  not  realize 
the  position  the  Govenmient  are  now  in  as 
compared  with  its  position  when  he  opposed 
the  Bill  originally.  I  take  it  the  Government 
are  still  under  the  direction  of  Parliament, 
in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  these  district 
railways.  If  the  ratepayers  are  to  only  pay  2 
per  cent.,  it  does  not  matter  what  sum  they  will 
be  relieved  of ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  see  the 
force  of  the  statement  which  has  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  relief  of  the  Agricultural  Com- 
pany or  the  ratepayers  as  to  this  £8,000.  There 
seems  to  be  a  pretty  general  opinion  that  this 
line  is  intrinsically  worth  £102,000,  and  that 
the  Government  are  justified  in  paying  that 
sum  for  the  line.  It  has  been  alleged  all 
round,  except  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Foxton,  that  the  Government  and  the  coim- 
try  were  going  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  loss 
which  mi^t  accrue  from  the  difference  in  the 
interest  between  6  and  6^  per  cent,  on  the 
£75,000  and  the  4  percent,  which  the  purchase- 
money  is  to  bear.  The  honourable  member  for 
Foxton  has  noticed  that  this  Bill  provides  that 
the  difference  in  interest — 2  per  cent. — is  to  be 
charged  to  the  working  expenses  of  this  rail- 
way, and  consequently  the  loss  will  be  shared 
alike  between  the  Government  and  the  rate- 
payers, should  there  be  any  deficiency.  The 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  has  referred 
to  the  question  of  tariff  rates.  I  showed  thia 
afternoon  that  I  was  within  the  mark  when  I 
said  that  the  average  rates  are  about  25  per 
cent,  in  excess  of  those  on  the  Government 
lines.  Although  there  are  some  short  local 
rates  on  the  line,  the  bulk  of  the  traffic  is 
through-traffic,  and  these  rates  are  fixed  at 
very  little  higher  than  those  charged  on  the 
Government  lines.  I  may  say  that  last  year 
the  company  consented  to  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Railway  Department  to  work  on  a 
through-rate,  but  the  Government  were  forced 
into  the  position  of  supplying  all  the  carriage- 
stock  used  on  the  line  free  of  charge,  which 
was  equal  to  £800  per  aimum.  I  mention 
this  because  it  goes  to  show  that,  if  this  line 
comes  into  the  hands  of  the  Government,  it 
is  in  evidence  that  very  much  better  results 
will  accrue,  because  the  heavy  management 
and  other  expenses  will  then  cease  to  exist. 
It  is  the  general  opinion,  in  the  House  and  out 
of  it,  of  all  those  who  have  the  success  of  the 
railways  at  heart,  that  this  concern  should  be- 
come Government  property.  Surely  it  is  worth 
while  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  some  ar- 
rangement with  this  Bill,  and,  in  Committee 
— if  the  House  is  still  of  opinion  that  the 
price  is  too  high — there  should  be  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  as  to  what  price  this  House 
should  give  to  complete  this  matter.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  Government  put  in  a  stronger 
position  than  they  now  are  in.  As  I  stated  in 
my  opening  remarks,  the  Government  have 
taken  considerable  pains  in  this  matter.  I 
think  the  correspondence  which  took  place  last 


460 


1 


Government  Loans  to  [HOUSE.]         Local  Bodies  Bill,      [kvsA 


year  and  this  year  goes  to  prove  that,  at  all 
«vent8 ;  and,  if  steps  can  bo  taken  by  this  House 
to  show  what  the  will  of  Parliament  is  in  the 
matter,  I  think  some  satisfactory  arrangement 
can  bo  come  to. 

Mr.  MACAN DREW.— Are  we  to  understand 
that,  if  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee,  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  accede  to  any 
modification  of  the  amount  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  am  not  inviting 
«ny  action  of  that  sort  at  all ;  but  I  say  that  I 
would  wish  to  get  an  expression  of  opinion 
as  to  how  far  Parliament  is  prepared  to  go. 
8ooner  than  sco  this  Bill  fall  through,  I  would 
prefer  to  see  something  of  the  sort  done. 

The  House  divided. 


Ates, 

28. 

Ballance            Ivess 

Reid 

Bevan 

Joyce 

Richardson,  E. 

B.-Brodshaw     Kerr 

Richardson,  G. 

Duncan 

Stewart.  W.  D. 

Fergus 

Macandrew         Tole 

Fitzherbcrt        McKcnzie 

,  J,     Walker. 

Fraser 

Moat 

Grace 

O'Callaghan              TelUrs, 

Hatch 

Parata 

Cowan 

Hirst,  H.            Pere 

McMillan. 

Noes, 

23. 

Allwrigl 

it            Hamlin 

Roll  es  ton 

Barron 

Lake 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Bryce 

Macarthur         Trimble 

Bucklan(1,J.C.  Mackenzie 

.  M.    Whyte 

Buck!  and,  W.F.  Montgomery      Wilson. 

Conolly 

Ormond 

TelUrt. 

Fulton 

Peacock 

Bruce 

Grey 

Reese 

Pairs 

Sutter. 

For, 

Against. 

Brown 

Hislop 

Cadman 

Mitchelson 

Dargaville 

Russell 

Gore 

Hursthouse 

Guinncps 

Fisher 

Harper 

Moss 

Holmes 

Dodson 

Lance 

Thompson,  T. 

O'Conor 

Pearson 

Smith 

Beetham 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Hobbs. 

Majority  for,  6. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 

The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill 
was  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  said,— A  similar  Bill  to  this  was 
sent  up  from  this  House  to  another  Chamber, 
and  was  there  passed,  with  alterations  ;  but, 
being  a  money  Bill,  it  had,  in  accordance 
with  a  well  -  known  practice,  to  be  laid  aside 
owing  to  alterations  having  been  made  in  that 
'Chamber.  We  are  now  asked  to  pass  it,  with 
the  alterations  made  in  the  Council ;  and  I 
should  like  to  point  out  what  those  alterations 
Mr.  E,  Richardson 


are.  I  may  also  aay  that  I  hare  intndmd 
two  alterations  of  an  insignificant  chsactK. 
There  is  an  alteration  in  clause  27;  bat  it  ii 
one  simply  in  words.  That  is  the  ckose  wM 
provides  relief  for  local  bodies  which  bm 
issued  debentores  under  the  Roads  and  Bridpi 
Construction  Act.    It  will  read  in  this  way:- 

**  In  order  to  aflord  relief  to  local  boia 
which  have  issued  debentures  undei  *Tb 
Roads  and  Bridges  Constmction  Act,  1383,' 
the  Treasurer  shiall,  at  the  request  o{  10 
such  local  body  as  to  any  such  debentores  Ut 
ing  due  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  xmoii 
from  the  local  body  in  satisfaction  tisead 
debentures  under  this  Act  amountiog  to  tb 
present  value  of  the  outstanding  debentiasi, 
computed  at  four  pounds  ten  shiUings  |C 
centum." 

That  is  preciaely  the  meaning  it  had  beto, 
the  wording  only  bein^  altered.    Then,  in  te- 
cordance  with  a  promise  made  while  the  BiO 
was  going  through  this  House,  that  this  jn^ 
vision  should  also  apply  to  boroughs  which  bid 
already  issued  debentures  under  the  Boadsttd 
Bridges  Construction  Act,  the  following  ps* 
graph  is  added  to  the  clause :  **  For  the  poipoai 
of  this  and  the  next  succeeding  font  sectioei, 
the  expression  *  local  authority'  shall  inchA 
a  Borough  Council  that  has  issued  debeotan 
under  the  Act  therein  mentioned.'*  The  mat- 
ing of  the  clause  is  not  in  the  slightest  d^ 
altered.    Then,  there  is  a  new  clause,  whidi  I 
myself   have  introduced — clause  36:  "Qb 
stock  inscribed  under  the  provisions  of  to 
Part  of  the  Act  shall  be  inscribed  in  the  otfMi 
of  the  custodians  of  securities  under  the  ios^ 
section  of  'The  Public  Revenues  Act,  IBS." 
The  object  of  this  clause  is  that  the  stock o- 
scribed  shall  be  in  the  names  of  the  CokM» 
Treasurer,  the  Colonial    Secretary,  and  tte 
Controller   and  Auditor-General.    Claoa  SJ 
has  been  altered  in  the  other  House,  and  to 
is  a  material  alteration.    The  first  part  of  w 
clause  was  left  out,  and  the  change  is  to  to 
effect :  that,  instead  of  the  amount  of  tbeksai 
being  fixed  from  year  to  year  by  this  Hooaeg 
resolution  only,  tne  amount  has  to  be  fixed  >! 
Act,  so  that  both  Houses  may  have  a  voice  i 
it ;  but  it  still  remains  as  before  that,  luda 
otherwise  fixed,  the  amount  is  to  be  SX0 
Then,  there  is  another  provision  in  sabsecto 
(4)  of  section  38,  to  this  effect :  *'No  snchdeto 
ture  shall  be  sold  at  such  price  as  to  pio^ 
to  the  purchaser  an  interest  of  more  tbnin 
pounds  per  centum  on  the  price  paid."  '^ 
can  be  no  objection  to  that,  as  there  canbefl 
idea  of  selling  debentures  at  less  than  5  fj 
cent.     Again,  there  is  a  provision  tba^^ 
aggregate  sum  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Pjj 
office  Savings-bank  shall  not  exceed  £wj 
That  was  added  by  the  other  House.  Im 
there  is  a  new  clause  which  I  propose  to  i^ 
duce,  and  which  will  be  free  from  ft&7^ 
tion.    The  Bill  already  provides  that  the  dew 
tures  received  from  local  bodies  may  be  pctMJ 
inscribed  stock,  and  the  clause  which  I  pRf^ 
to  introduce  is  one  that  will  allow  the  Go^ 
ment  debentures  also  to  ba  insoribed.  It 
in  this  way : — 


1886.] 


Chvemment  Life 


[HOUSE.] 


Insv/rdnce  Bill, 


461 


"  The  Treasurer  may  cause  any  scrip  or  de- 
bentnres  which  may  be  issued  under  this  Part 
of  this  Act  to  be  converted  into  stock,  and  in- 
scribed in  the  manner  provided  by  *  The  New 
Zealand  Colonial -inscribed  Stock  Loan  Act, 
1882,'  or  may,  in  lieu  of  issumg  such  scrip  or 
debentures,  cause  an  equivalent  amount  to  be 
inscribed  in  the  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  all  the 
provisions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  Act,  ex- 
cepting those  contained  in  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  sections,  shall  apply  to  stock 
inscribed  under  the  provisions  of  this  section." 

These  are  the  alterations  in  the  Bill,  and  I 
think  they  deserve  the  approval  of  the  House. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  Bill,  of  which  I  now  move 
the  second  reading,  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
this  House  which  recently  sat  to  examine  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  Government  Insurance 
Association.  I  may  also  say  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  closely  tallied  with  the 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  policy-holders  as  ex- 
pressed by  a  poll,  and  this  Bill  closely  conforms 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
with  one  or  two  small  exceptions  which  I  will 
mention.  It  is  provided  that  the  Bill  shaJl 
come  into  operation  thirty  days  after  it  has 
passed.  It  re-enacts  the  old  Government  In- 
surance Act,  which  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of 
1884,  when  it  was  decided  to  hand  over  the 
management  of  the  institution  to  a  Board  of 
Direction  partly  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  partly  elected  by  the  policy-holders. 
Certain  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1874  are  not  re- 
enacted  by  this  Bill,  because  they  are  embodied 
in  the  Life  Insurance  Policies  Act  passed  in 
1884 ;  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  Act 
of  1874  is  again  brought  into  operation.  It  is 
provided  that  the  present  salaries  of  officers 
shall  continue  as  they  have  been  fixed  by  the 
Association  until  otherwise  ordered  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  propose,  before  the  session  ends, 
to  bring  down  appropriations  for  the  House  to 
fix  the  salaries  and  expenditure.  ^  It  is  pro- 
posed that  the  present  General  Manager  shall 
be  the  Commissioner  under  this  Bill,  and 
that  the  old  officers  who  were  in  the  ser- 
vice before  the  Act  of  1884  was  passed  shall 
continue,  with  the  same  status  and  privileges 
as  they  have  hitherto  possessed  ;  but,  with 
regard  to  new  officers  taken  on  since  then,  it  is 
proposed  that  they  shall  have  only  such  status 
and  privileges  as  they  were  given  by  the  terms 
of  their  appointments  under  the  Association, 
but  that  otherwise  all  the  officers  shall  be 
under  the  discipline  and  provisions  of  the  Civil 
Service  Act.  Clause  9  of  the  Bill  is  one  of  im- 
portance, and  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  the 
policy-holders,  the  House  will  see  fit  to  pass  it. 
The  qtiinquennial  valuation  for  the  period 
ended  on  the  31st  December  last  by  actuaries 
in  London  has  been  proceeding  for  some 
months  ;  but  the  result  of  their  examination 
cannot  be  known  before  the  end  of  the  present 
session,  and  the  object  of  the  clause  is  to  enable 


the  Governor  in  Council  to  allow  a  sufficient 
amount  of  the  profits  to  be  divided  without  re- 
ferring the  matter  to  the  Assembly  next  ses- 
sion, as  that  would  involve  a  year's  delay,  and 
the  policy-holders  would  be  very  much  aggrieved 
at  it,  as  they  are  anxious  that  the  division 
should  be  made  as  promptly  as  possible.  As 
regards  the  question  of  investment,  the  Bill 
nearly  follows  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  It  is  proposed  that  not  less  than 
half  the  funds  shall  be  invested  in  Govern- 
ment securities,  and  in  such  debentures  of 
local  bodies  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council.  It  is  also  proposed  that  not 
more  than  half  the  moneys  shall  be  invested 
in  first  mortgages  of  freehold  land,  and  that  no 
mortgage  shall  be  for  more  than  an  amount 
which  is  left  blank  in  the  Bill,  but  which  blank 
the  Government  will  propose  shall  be  filled  up 
with  the  words  "four  thousand  pounds." 
The  Committee  recommended  that  any  single 
amount  lent  should  not  exceed  £10,000;  but 
I  will  explain  in  Committee  why  the  Go- 
vernment consider  that  amount  too  large. 
The  Board  proposed  for  making  these  invest- 
ments is  the  Board  suggested  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  we  have  added  to  it  the  name  of 
the  Solicitor-General.  It  is  proposed,  accord- 
ing to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
that  three  shall  form  a  quorum  of  the  Board, 
and  that  all  members  present  shall  be  una>ni- 
mous  as  to  any  investment  to  be  made.  These, 
Sir,  are  the  main  features  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  other  questions, 
as  they  have  been  gone  into  most  fully  in  the 
report  and  evidence  of  the  Select  Committee ; 
and  if  it  were  desirable  to  do  so  I  should  simply 
repeat  to  the  House  the  evidence  I  gave  the 
Committee,  and,  as  that  will  appear  in  the  Ap- 
pendices to  the  journals  of  the  House,  I  see  no 
reason  why  I  should  also  add  it  to  Hansard,  I 
now  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  committed, 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,— This  Bill  is  be- 
fore the  House  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  as 
the  Treasurer  stated,  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  which  was  appointed  to  deal  with 
this  matter.  Now,  that  report  was  very  gene- 
rally concurred  in ;  but  there  is  one  point  in 
connection  with  it  on  which  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words.  Before  I  go  to  that  particular 
point  I  wish  to  allude  to  the  causes  which  have 
led  up  to  the  necessity  for  this  change.  In 
1884  we  hoped  that,  by  making  a  change  from 
a  Government  institution  cmd  placing  the  busi- 
ness in  the  hands  of  a  partly-elected  Board, 
we  should  strengthen  this  institution  through- 
out the  country,  that  there  would  be  more 
business  brought  to  it,  and  that,  generally 
speaking,  it  would  become  more  popular,  and 
would  fulfil  more  completely  the  intention  its 
founder  had  in  establishing  it.  But,  almost 
immediately  after  the  Bill  was  passed,  large 
purchases  were  made  of  buildings  and  sites 
for  buildings.  I  have  a  word  to  say  about 
these  purchases.  I  do  not  intend  to  refer  to 
the  purchase  made  in  Wellington,  because  that  ' 
was  made  from  the  Government,  and  we  have 
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it  in  evidence  that  it  was  an  advantageous  pur- 
chase for  the  Association.  Then,  there  was  a 
purchase  of  land  in  Christchurch,  which  had  a 
frontage  of  60ft.,  and  had  buildings  two  storeys 
high  upon  it.  That  was  purchased  for  the  Asso- 
ciation ;  but  it  was  not  all  that  was  intended 
at  the  time,  for  another  purchase  was  made. 
Alongside  that  land  was  another  section  having 
a  frontage  of  28ft.,  and  that  was  purchased 
with  the  intention  of  erecting  upon  it  large 
and  con«?picuou«  buildings,  some  four  storeys 
high,  which,  it  was  held,  would  be  attractive 
and  bring  people  to  the  office.  And  let  me 
say  at  once  that  that  building  of  four  ttorcys 
high  was  to  be  for  the  accommodation  of  only 
four  clerks.  Tlio  building  was  purchased  from 
Mr.  Maling,  and  immediately  it  was  purchased 
it  was  lot  to  hun  again  for  a  term  of  years 
at  a  certain  rental ;  so  that  the  As<>o<.-iation 
did  not  occupy  the  building  which  they  had 
purcluised.  Their  intention  was  to  occupy 
this  four-storey  building  which  they  intended 
to  erect  adjoining  Mr.  Malini^'s  building. 
Then,  in  Dunedin  the  Association  pnreha«ed 
a  site  and  buildings  for  i;;-ir),r)0(),  the  buildings 
not  bi'ing  in  very  good  repair.  The  peculiar 
circunistunco  in  connection  with  that  transac- 
tion was  this  :  that  the  piice  asked  for  the 
pro^nTty  by  the  sellers  was  i:.*55.(X»(),  to  which 
the  person  employed  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion get  them  to  add  t'MK),  in  order  that  he 
might  get  coninnssion  out  of  it.  I  refer  to  the 
gt-ntleuian  who  was  employed  by  the  agents 
of  the  Association.  The  ajients  of  the  Associa- 
tion got  nothing,  but  the  agent  thev  employed 
got  part  of  this  .t.'KK)  in  this  way.  Then,  there 
was  another  aj^ent  who  did  nothing  but  state 
that  the  site  and  buildings  could  be  purchased 
for  i:37,(X)0.  Ho  also  got  a  commission,  partly 
out  of  the  ko()0  and  part  paid  by  the  Associa- 
tion. Then  wo  come  to  the  Auckland  pur- 
chase. The  property  in  that  case  was  ofTered 
for  1:22,000,  and  its  purcliaso  for  that  sum 
was  recommended  by  the  Chairman ;  but  two 
members  of  the  As.sociation  went  to  Auck- 
land, and  it  was  purchased  for  £19,000. 
There  was  no  intention  to  occupy  the  build- 
ing :  it  was  to  bo  pulled  down,  and  a  large 
building  put  upon  the  site.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  nothing  has  been  done.  The  building 
has  been  allowed  to  remain  vacant  since  Octo- 
ber, so  that  nearly  a  year  has  expired  without 
any  revenue  having  been  derived  from  it. 
The  property  m  Christchurch  has  not  been 
occupied  by  the  Association  since  it  was  pur- 
chased, nor  has  the  property  in  Dunedin  been 
occupied  by  the  Association.  Now,  we  have 
it  in  evidence  that  these  purchases  had  a  most 
prejudicial  effect  on  the  intere.sls  of  the  As- 
sociation. The  Inspector,  who  travels  over  the 
country  and  derives  his  information  from  the 
agents  employed  in  the  interests  of  the  Associa- 
tion, tells  us  tiiat  those  purchases,  coupled  with 
the  appointment  of  ^Ir.  Driver  at  a  salary  of 
£•800  a  year  and  a  guarantee  of  £200  more  in 
the  way  of  commissions — while  agents  wlio  did 
the  same  work  in  Christchurch  and  Auck- 
land, oven  after  their  salaries  were  raised, 
received  only  £4.')0  a  year  —  lia<l  a  most  pre- 
itfr,  Montgoviery 


judicial  effect  on  the  interests  of  tbei»> 
ciation.  These  two  things  did  most  of  dM 
mischief;  and  then,  in  addition  to  that,  then 
were  divisions  on  the  Board.  So  it  cism 
about  that  there  was  general  dissatisfaetifli 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  sgeQa  d 
other  companies  did  not  fail  to  make  the  msA 
of  it.  I  refer  to  these  matters  to  sbovidiyi 
change  had,  in  my  opinion,  become  neeeauj. 
Speaking  as  a  member  of  the  Committee.  I  mj 
that  the  Committee  did  not  go  by  the  vste 
of  the  shareholders  at  all.  The  Committee lai 
to  decide  on  evidence  brought  before  them, 
and  upon  that  evidence  they  decided  tbat  it 
was  for  the  interests  of  the'  in&titaticn  tbt 
it  should  be  taken  out  of  the  bands  of  ^ 
present  Board  and  put  under  the  cootrol  d  a 
difTerent  Board.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  a  gnt 
pity  that,  after  putting  the  GoTemmeni  Ifi- 
surance  Department  on  a  more  popolar  bisi. 
our  efforts  in  that  direction  should  hive  I^ 
suited  in  loss  of  business  and  in  losscf  pcs- 
tipo.  However,  that  has  been  the  n^ 
and  wo  have  now  to  change  the  c^nsda- 
tion.  And  here  I  come  to  another  point.  Tbs 
Bill  now  before  us  is  drawn  on  lines  hid  Can 
by  the  report  of  the  Committee.  The  Cob- 
mitteo  wore  perfectly  well  able  to  expresa 
opinion  as  to  what  the  constitution  of  tbt 
new  Hoard  should  be ;  but  I  must  siy  ib»t 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  report,  and  I  aa 
going  to  say  why  I  do  not  agree  with  it  I 
think,  if  we  are  going  to  have  this  institntHD 
thoroughly  useful  and  successful,  we  mo^ 
have  it  absolutely  free  from  pohtical  iBfin- 
ence.  The  Bill  which  is  now  proposed  Aw 
not  bring  if  out  of  political  influence.  I 
have  given  reasons  for  that  opinion,  thoaii 
those  reasons  may  not  be  accepter!  bv  evay 
honourable  member.  The  Premier  is  not  p 
sent  to-night,  but  ho  holds  exceedingly  d.eM 
views  on  this  point,  and,  before  this  Bill  pftsas 
into  Committee,  and  we  consider  what  shoaid 
be  the  constitution  of  this  Board,  I  thirkitii 
only  just  to  him,  he  not  being  here,  and  oaij 
fair  to  honourable  members  and  right  totbe 
country,  that  I  should  read  a  portiwi  of  lis* 
evidence  of  the  Premier  with  regard  to  tfc«» 
Boards : — 

"  482.  If  this  Insurance  came  back  to  uj 
Government,  the  present  Board  abolished. tfi 
a  new  Board  appointed,  do  you  think  theMtt- 
agcr  should  be  an  officer  appointed  by  Pad*' 
mcnt,  and  be  in  the  same  position  as  ^ 
Controller,  or  should  he  not  ? — In  my  opini» 
he  should. 

**483.  That  his  position  should  depend npo 
Parliament  ? — Yes. 

"  484.  Tho  same  as  a  Judge  ?— Yes. 

"  485.  He  should  be  a  statutory  officer ?-- 
Yes.  You  must  have  it  free  from  Ministeral 
responsibility,  unless  you  assign  a  new  iliufr 
ter  for  the  purpose.  I  do  not  think  any  caic » 
the  present  ^linisters  could  manage  it  alo"£ 
with  his  other  functions.  We  find,  from  then* 
ture  of  New  Zealand,  having  different  centrei, 
that  we  have  little  time  to  attend  to  eves 
the  functions  cast  upon  us  now.  If  snch  a  H 
business  as  this  was  cast  upon  any  Minister  L 
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do  not  think  he  could  perform  his  duties  unless 
he  did  nothing  else,  and  you  would  require  a 
new  Minister  specially  to  deal  with  the  subject. 
"  486.  Do  you  think  it  is  an  advisable  thing 
to  remove  this  Insurance  Association  entirely 
from  the  control  of  the  Grovemment  of  the 
dfty? — Well,  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  is.  I 
look  upon  it  in  this  way :  Although  I  am  in 
favour  of  having  Ministerial  responsibility  in 
everything  possible,  yet  this  is  a  business  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  and  so  mixed  up  with  finance 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  high  sta- 
tutory officer  than  even  Ministerial  responsi- 
bUity. 

"  487.  Then,  do  you  think  that  the  only  way 
to  remove  it  from  political  influence  is  to  have 
ft  high  statutory  officer  ? — 1  think  so." 

I  may  add,  further,  that  the  Minister  thought, 
if  we  were  going  to  invest  in  real  property,  he 
required  a  Board  of  Advice  to  assist  him ;  and 
in  that  I  entirely  agree.    We  have  had  a  high 
.      officer  here,  a  man  upon  whose  honosr  there 
ha.8  never  been  a  stain — though  I  have  been 
opposed  to  him  politically,  yet  I  say  his  cha- 
racter is  perfectly  pure — accused  in  this  House 
of  using  his  influence  as  the  political  head  of 
that  department  to  invest  money,  or  to  give 
money  to  a  monetary  institution,  at  a  low  rate 
of  interest,  for  the  benefit  of  that  institution. 
An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Name  him. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  is  a  matter  of 
history.    Of  course  the  Parliament  of  the  day 
said  there  was  nothing  in  it:   but  there  was 
the  question  raised,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  all 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  parliamentary 
history  must  know  of  it. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — We  do  not  know  of  it. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — Well,  it  was  dealt 
with  by  a  Committee  of  inquiry  three  or  four 
years  ago,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  day  was 
accused  of  a  wrong  thing  because  he  was  the 
head  of  that  particular  institution.    I  think  it 
is  a  very  grievous  thing  that  our  public  men 
should  be  put  in  a  position  in  which   they 
should  be  so  suspected.    Wo  have  now  a  Public 
Trust  Office,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  statutory 
officer,  who  depends  upon  the  will  of  Parlia- 
ment, not  upon  that  of  a  Minister  of  the  day ; 
and  he  is  assisted  in  the  investment  of  funds 
by  a  Board  of  Advice ;  but  in  the  general  con- 
duct of   the  business  he  is  wholly  free  and 
untrammelled.     My  opinion  is  that  for  this 
Insurance  Department  we  should  have  a  sta- 
tutory officer  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
the  Controller-General — absolutely  free  from 
Government  influence  —  absolutely  free  from 
the  suspicion  which  has  been  attached  from 
time  to  time  to  the  investment  and  disposal  of 
public  money.  It  is  not  that  our  officers  do  what 
is  wrong,  or  that  members  of  the  Government 
would  do  what  is  wrong.    We  take  it  for  granted, 
and  have  reason  to  taJce  it  for  granted,  that 
they  will  be  pure  in  the  administration  of  the 
•lunds  placed  at  their  disposal — that  there  will 
be  no  malversation  of  funds;    but  I  say  the 
great  thing  is  to  remove  them  out  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  suspicion,  and  that  is  exactly  what 
'I  wish  to  do.  ^That  is  exactly  what  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  wishes  to  see  done,  and 


that  is  the  reason  why  I  object  to  a  portion  of 
this  Bill.  If  money  is  to  be  lent  out  there 
should  be  an  independent  Board  of  Advice 
respecting  the  investment  of  that  money.  Bat 
I  say,  absolutely,  that  all  who  sit  on  that  Board 
should  agree  on  every  investment,  that  no  in- 
vestment should  be  made  by  a  mere  majority, 
and  that  the  officer  in  charge — who  should  be 
a  statutory  officer — should  sit  as  one  of  the 
Board,  and  should  agree  before  any  investment 
be  made.  If  a  Government  officer  is  in  charge 
of  this  department,  will  there  not  be  the  pos- 
sibility of  its  being  said  that  he  is  influenced 
by  the  wishes  of  the  Government  upon  this 
question? — fof  it  is  in  evidence  that  such 
things  have  been  said.  •  It  was  denied ;  but, 
still,  some  witnesses  affirmed  that  such  a 
statement  had  been  made.  Therefore,  when 
this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  make  a 
motion — though  it  is  likely  I  shall  lose  it — that 
a  statutory  officer  be  appointed,  with  the  hope 
that  the  House  or  the  Committee  will  give  at- 
tention to  it,  and  consider  whether  we  should 
not  place  that  institution  as  free  from  political 
influence  as  the  Trust  Office  is.  I  have  given 
the  opinion  of  the  Premier  of  New  Zealand.  I 
have  read  it  out.  It  is  for  honourable  members 
to  consider  what  value  to  place  upon  that.  I 
should  think  great  value  should  be  placed  upon 
it.  It  will  be  for  honourable  members  to  read 
the  evidence  and  to  say  what  they  think  should 
be  done  under  the  circumstances.  I  rose  to 
say  the  words  I  have  uttered,  first,  to  show  my 
opinion  that  it  is  necess6kry  Parliament  should 
interfere  at  the  present  time ;  to  show  that  the 
large  purchases  made,  the  appointments  made, 
and  the  discussion  these  things  have  led  to 
throughout  the  country  have  had  a  prejudicial 
effect  upon  the  Association ;  and  then  to  say — 
when  those  facts  stare  me  in  the  face,  and 
it  is  evident  that,  as  an  act  of  policy,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  the  management  from  the 
present  Board,  and  to  give  it  to  some  Board 
that  this  Parliament  should  constitute — that 
I  think  there  should  be  a  Board  of  Advice  to 
assist  a  statutory  officer  in  the  investment  of 
money,  if  you  get  a  man  of  high  character 
and  ability  it  matters  little  whether  you  pay 
him  £1,000,  £1,200,  or  £1,500  a  year  for  his 
services  to  this  great  institution,  with  upwards 
of  a  million  of  money  of  accumulated  funds. 
What  we  want  is  the  best  intelligence  you  can 
get  for  money,  a  man  firm  of  character,  and 
with  a  thorough  knowledge  and  capacity  to 
carry  this  institution  to  a  successful  issue — be- 
cause it  can  be  made  a  most  valuable  institu- 
tion to  the  people.  But  you  must  not  allow 
a  taint  of  suspicion  in  the  future  that  the 
management  is  swayed  by  political  motives. 
It  would  be  better  for  us  to  sell  the  business  to 
other  companies  and  to  have  done  with  it  than 
to  have  suspicion  as  to  the  management  of  the 
funds  raised  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  For 
that  reason  I  shall  move  that  there  be  a  statu- 
tory officer  in  charge  of  this  department. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Sir,  I  may  state,  at 
the  outset,  that  I  should  have  preferred  had 
this  Bill  set  forth  the  provisions  of  the  various 
Acts  which  it  professes  to  re-enact,  so  that 
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we  could  make  any  amendments  when  it  went 
through  Committee  which  might  suggest  them- 
selves to  us.  At  the  present  time  we  are 
limited,  practically,  to  the  re-enactment  of  the 
Act  of  18H4  an<l  the  amending  Acta,  without 
any  opportunity  of  rectifying  what  experience 
shows  to  bo  mistakes  in  those  Acts.  I  agree 
with  a  great  deal  of  what  the  honourable  mem> 
ber  who  has  npoken  last  stated,  and,  being  a 
member  of  tlie  Committee,  I  must  say  chat  I 
was  greatly  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  lk>ard  carried  on  its  business.  In  the  first 
place,  I  think  a  mistake  was  made  in  con- 
templating those  purchases  which  were  made 
througliout  tlio  colony,  1  look  upon  this  insti- 
tution as  not  at  all  requiring  palatial  build- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  attracting  business. 
I  think  that  tho  guarantee  which  tiiis  colony 
f{iv<>s  to  insurers  is  the  best  advertisement 
wbioli  can  bo  htld  out  to  persons  wishing  to 
rffect  iiiMuranco,  and  I  think  that  it  was  a  very 
Hcriouh  mistako  indeed  to  enter  upon  the  pur- 
chase of  extensive  sitob  with  tho  view  of  erect- 
ing expensive  liiiiKlings  in  different  centres  of 
tho  colony.  However,  the  Hoard,  or  rather  the 
(loverninent,  previous  to  the  Board  coming 
into  existence,  having  decided  to  mako  those 
purcha.sos,  I  niu^t  say  that  the  manner  in 
which  tliohe  purchases  wore  mode  produced  a 
most  unfavouiahlo  impression  on  my  mind ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  any  ordinary  business 
man  could  have  efTectcd  those  purchases  at 
certainly  a  saving  of  £10,000  to  the  depart- 
ment. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a 
great  deal  too  much  money  was  paid  for  the 
Auckland  purchase;  the  Dunedin  purchase,  I 
think,  could  have  been  got  for  somewhat  less ; 
and  the  Christchurch  purchase,  I  am  satisfied, 
could  have  been  got  for  less.  I  am  speaking 
now  from  the  evidence  brought  before  us. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Christchurch  property. 
That  property  was  returned  for  property-tax 
purposes  up  to  1883-84  at  £0,750,  and  yet 
this  Boanl  gave  something  like  £10,51X)  for 
it :  and  immediately  after  that  it  is  returned 
as  of  that  value.  Then,  the  most  extra- 
ordinary part  of  this  purchase  is  that,  imme- 
diately it  was  bought,  it  was  re-let  for  twenty- 
five  years,  with  a  certain  right,  to  be  put  in 
force  within  six  months,  as  to  taking  back 
part  of  the  building  for  departmental  pur- 
poses. That  right,  apparently,  has  not  been 
exercised,  and,  as  far  as  my  recollection  serves 
me,  caimot  be  exercised  now.  The  leivse  was 
not  produced;  but  I  do  not  think  that  right 
can  now  bo  put  in  force.  1  do  not  hesitate  in 
saying  that  some  of  these  purchases  have  been 
gone  about  with  almost  prodigal  indifference. 
If  I  had  been  acting  for  any  person,  or  investing 
my  own  money,  I  certainly  could  have  made  a 
much  more  satisfactory  bargain  than  was  made 
in  two  instances,  and  I  thuik  in  the  third  also. 
I  find  also  that  tho  business  of  the  deiv\rtment 
has  been  carried  on  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
manner — I  mean  as  for  as  the  Board  is  con- 
oorned.  For  instance,  we  tind  that  two  mem- 
bers of  tho  Btmnl  were  deputeil  to  go  to  Auckland 
to  mako  inquiries  with  n^foronce  to  the  Auck- 
land purchase,  and  whilst  they  were  away  the 
Mr,  }V\  D,  Stewart 


Acting'Chaiiman  of  the  Board— the  Ministatf 
Justice — was  carrying  on  a  correspondaice^ 
Mr.  Shera,  onknowD  to  the  depaztmeot.  Tief ' 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  telegzanu  pswogbfr^ 
tween  the  Minister  and  Mr.  Shera,  snd  it  la 
not  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Boaid  tkii 
the  honourable  gentleman  pcodaced  the  tei»^ 
grams.  I  think  the  evidence  besis  ooi  tb^ 
fact. 

^Ir.  TOLE.  —  There  was  a  Committee  % 
pointed  to  act. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  hononaKi 
gentleman  was  at  the  same  time  cozieipaodisg 
with  Air.  Shera. 

Mr.  TOLE. — I  was  one  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — Messrs.  Shu&n 
and  Graham  were  appointed. 

Mr.  TOLE.— I  was  one  of  the  Committee.  I 
was  Acting  Chairman. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  hononralii 
gentleman  may,  ex  officio^  have  been  a  membs 
of  the  Committee  ;  but  he  was  telegiaphmg  t» 
^Ir.  Shera,  and  those  telegrams  did  net  piB 
through  tho  department. 

Mr.  TOLE.— No;  because  the  Commistee  | 
had  power  to  act. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  honoiin&  i 
gentleman  was  acting  on  his  own  respciai- 
bility,  because  two  other  members  of  theCosi' 
mittcc  were  either  in  Auckland  or  on  tiwr 
way  there,  and  did  not  know  anything  of  tisot 
telegrams.  It  was  obvious  that  those tel^iBBS 
were  not  all  the  telegrams  which  passed  be- 
tween tlie  parties,  because  one  of  the  lelegnnf 
indicates  that  there  was  some  other  tele^VB 
which  was  not  produced,  Honoorable  nafr 
hers  who  refer  to  the  evidence  will  s«e  4tf 
what  I  am  stating  is  correct.  VThat  sniposa 
me  most  of  all  is  this  insatiable  thiist  to 
buy  property  in  Auckland  from  Mr.  Sheis.  ^ 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  stated  Uat  ls» 
services  had  been  called  in,  and  he  stated  tbt 
lie  could  liaye  bought  the  property  at  someitoif 
like  i^l,.500  less  than  was  given.  Altogeti^t 
a  more  complete  muddle  in  connection  ^ 
this  business  it  would  be  difficult  to  conwi^ 
The  Chairman  of  the  Board  was  inAndd&ad 
about  the  time  that  the  Acting  Chainnsn'n* 
corresponding  with  Mr.  Shera.  Two  mas* 
hers  of  the  Board  went  up  in  connectian  nA 
this  property,  and  they  appeared  to  be  hdi^ 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  I  merely  meatia 
these  circumstances  to  show  that  I,  after  caR' 
fully  considering  the  evidence,  came  t»  ti« 
conclusion  that,  if  this  sort  of  mansgeaieBi 
went  on,  only  one  resolt  ooold  follow— MnJ*^J» 
that  all  confidence  in  the  management  of  tte 
institution  would  be  lost — that  this  miitf^ 
ment  would  not  inspire  confidence  in  P^^ 
wishing  to  effect  insurance.  I  feel  stioo^ 
that  what  is  wanted  in  an  institation  of  tbis 
kind  is  economical  management,  with  so  ^ 
tentious  buildings  more  than  are  lacsgstxf 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  department ;  m» 
that  the  real  attraction  to  this  ofiSce  will  M 
large  bonuses  and  a  feeling  that  the  institaws 
is  being  managed  on  the  best  lines  in  tb<^ 
terests  of  those  immediately  concemedLjw  ^ 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last  refew  0 
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M  question  o!  a  statutory  officer.  Having  in 
tw  the  fact  that  a  special  Board  is  being  ap- 
inted  for  the  investment  of  money,  I  do  not 
nk  so  much  importance  can  bo  attached  to 
it  office  as  might  otherwise  be  the  case. 
te  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
s  that  a  special  Board  should  be  appointed 

•  the  purpose  of  effecting  investments,  and, 
ht  being  so,  it  seems  to- me  there  is  no  neces- 
y  whatever  for  having  what  might  be  called 
statutory  officer  on  the  lines  indicated  by 
»  honourable  member.  I  feel,  with  the 
Qourable  member,  that  there  is  a  good  deal 
be  said  against  this  political  influence.  Ttkke, 
'  instance,  tliis  investment  Board,  composed 
Government  officials,  and  where  the  head  of 
J  department  is  a  Government  official;  a 
ong-miuded  Colonial  Treasurer  may  con- 
tl  the  operations  of  the  Board  to  such  an 
tent  as  Lj  bring  them  practically  within  the 
isp  of  his  own  mind.  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
it  this  might  not  be  improved,  and  that  the 
lard  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  non- 
htical — in  fact,  that  the  management  should 
t  be,  so  to  speak,  directly  under  the  con- 
rl  of   Parliament.      There    is   a  great   deal 

be  said  on  the  question  that  these  various 
ier  officers  of  the  Board  are  Government 
leers ;  and  I  believe  that  one  feature  of  the 
It  Board  was  that  the  Colonial  TreasurvT — 
iaro  say  it  is  to  his  credit— really  had  very 
Mit  control  over  the  operations  of  the  Board, 
d  that  the  nominated  members  felt  them- 
Ives,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
Bnt,  somewhat  subject  to  the  Government 
ntrol.  I  believe  that  was  one  of  the  reasons 
ly  Mr.  Shannon  resigned  his  appointment  as 
nominated  member  of  the  Board,  and  became 
eandidato  for  an  elective  seat.  I  think  that 
e  evidence  taken,  if  carefully  read,  will  enable 
incurable  members  to  see  that  the  recom- 
endations  of  the  Committee  have  been  ini- 
krtially  arrived  at,  and  are  fair  deductions  to 
I  drawn  from  that  evidence ;  and  my  only 
»pc  is  that,  under  this  new  management,  the 
ipartment  may  be  a  greater  success  in  the 
ture  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
Mr.  OR^rOND.— I  did  not  think,  when  the 
teasurer  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
ill,  that  I  would  say  anytlnng  upon  the  aub- 
et,  because  he  riglitly  said  that  the  Bill, 
I  brought  in,  was  giving  efloct  to  the  recom- 
4Sndations  of  the  Committee  and  the  policy- 
Jlders.    However,  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 

*  with  me  on  the  Committee  have  spoken, 
id  I  shall  follow  by  saying  a  few  words.  I 
el  this:  that  to  address  oneself  to  the  very 
Dgthy  evidence  and  to  put  before  the  House 
tft  general  purport  of  that  evidence  in  a  Ifouso 
hich  is  desiring  now  to  come  to  an  end  of  its 
otk  as  speedily  as  possible  would  bo  doing 
*t  which  the  House  would  not  be  prepared  to 
rten  to;  and  that  is  the  main  reason  wliy  I  did 
^  speak  on  the  second  reading.  In  tlic  few 
•marks  which  I  shall  make,  I  will  refer  to  only 
leor  two  points  which  I  desire  to  bring  before 
te  House.  I  think  the  evidence  taken  by 
i«  Committee  must  convince  any  honourable 
tember  how  much  justification  there  was  for  the 
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appointment  of  the  Committee.  When  the  Com- 
mittee waa  appointed  it  was  asked  for  by  me 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  great  dissatisfac- 
tion throughout  the  colony  on  one  or  two  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
affaire  of  the  Association.  There  was  dissatis- 
faction as  to  what  had  taken  place  in  the  way 
of  dissensions  in  the  Board,  which,  the  policy- 
holders rightly  concluded,  were  acting  to  their 
detriment;  and  there  was  also  great  dissatis- 
faction throughout  the  country  at  the  large 
investments  that  were  being  made  in  buildings 
and  sites  for  buildings  for  offices  throughout 
the  colony  ;  and  the  policy-holders,  I  think 
rightly,  deemed  that  their  interests  did  not 
require  such  investment  of  then-  funds.  Theso 
were  the  reasons  for  which  the  Committee  was 
asked  for  and  appointed  by  this  House,  and 
these  were  the  matters  it  had  to  apply  itself  to. 
The  Committee  was  chosen,  as  all  Committees 
have  to  be  chosen  b}*^  this  House,  not  because 
its  members  were  those  who  were  most  in- 
terested in  or  who  had  devoted  themselves 
specially  to  the  subject,  but  it  was  composed 
of  men  from  different  sides  of  the  House. 
Therefore  the  report,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
was  not  sueh  as  would  be  made  by  a  body  of 
men  who  v.^juld  give  a  report  absolutely  founded 
on  the  evidence  which  they  took;  and,  although 
I  was  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  I  ycnturo 
to  think  that  those  who  read  the  evidence  will 
agree  that  we  might  have  been  much  stronger 
in  our  report,  tiie  recommendations  we  made, 
and  the  resolutions  we  came  to  on  several  points. 
With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  tlio  As>j- 
ciation,  the  Committee  was  unaniin'Uis  in  ith; 
opinion  that  tiie  Board  then  administering  its 
affairs  should  be  dispense<l  with,  and  tliere  wits 
a  largo  mujority  in  favour  of  handing  tht>  busi- 
ness hack  to  tlio  Goverinnent.  I  was  m  tho 
chair,  and  therefore  did  not  vote ;  but  I  was  one 
of  those  who  did  not  desire  to  hand  tlie  busi- 
ness hack  to  the  Government.  I  desired  to  see 
tile  business  placed  in  tho  hands  of  an  officer 
responsible  to  Parliament;  and  the  hoiiourabla 
member  who  spoke  last,  quite  unwittingly  per- 
haps, justified  thateonelnsion,  because  he  seems 
to  bo  seeking  soino  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
political  influence ;  and  in  my  opini(m  thnt  can 
only  be  obtained  if  tiie  Board  is  prcside<(  owr 
by  a  statutory  officer  responsible  to  Pavliamciit. 
Tho  recommendation  of  the  Coinmitt.^e  wai 
that  the  Act  of  IHT-I  should  be  re-enaeted  ;  hvl 
that  v.iLS  an  ainendinciit  to  a  niution  moved  by 
myself,  and  whieh  I  only  quote  now  for  t/i  3 
pnrp  )se  of  putting  it  on  record.  It  was  to  this 
e fleet  : — 

'•  That  th.o  general  management  of  tlio  Asso- 
ciation's business  sliould  be  extended  lo  an 
olheer  of  liigh  character  and  attainments,  pos- 
sessing experience  in  the  business  of  insurance  ; 
that  sueh  olliecr  should  be  appointed  by  l!:i? 
(foxernor  in  Council,  but  his  api^ointin- ut 
sliould  be  subject  to  confirmation  by  Pniha- 
ment;  tiiat  he  should  he  a  statutory  olVi'jor, 
responsible  to  Parliament,  but  subject  to  sus- 
pension of  oilice  by  the  Governor  in  Council. 
That  the  General  Manager  should  have  full 
control  and  direction  of  the  stall  of  officers  of 
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the  As«:rri  tion,  and  havo  power  to  suspend  any 
officer,  siii  jt  ot  to  inquiry  by  the  Governor  in 
Council.  Tiiat  the  officers  of  the  Asfiociation 
nhould  ho  aT>pointed  by  the  Governor,  but  that 
all  ap]><^i)t;n>'nt8  be  first  submitted  to  the 
]^Iana^<'r  {ov  his  report  and  recommendation." 

That  v/fw  the  view  taken  by  the  minority  of 
the  Cniniiuttoo.  I  came  to  that  conclusion  on 
grouinlh  tl.ut  I  can  very  briefly  state.  In  the 
first  place,  I  have  heard,  in  former  sesRions  in 
thi*»  House,  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
%v}io  at  OUR  time  a<lminiBtercd  the  affairs  of 
thisin'>titMtion,  as  the  Treasurer  has  done  since, 
a»lniit  tli.it  the  business  had  grown  to  such 
pn  p')iti..n^  that  it  \\ould  take  up  almost  the 
tiuif  of  a  Minister  to  give  proper  attention  to 
it.  I  h'iiovo  it  was  tliat  consideration  that 
ir.ilue«(i  him  to  take  the  steps  which  led  to  the 
con^titiiii'.n  of  the  Board.  Evidence  in  the 
haiiie  ilirrction  was  given  by  the  Premier  before 
the  Cfuuniiltee,  and  he  went  stronj^ly  in  the 
direction  o[  making  a  recommendation  such  as 
tlio  li(^n«)urable  member  for  Akaroa  and  myself 
de>ir(d  to  make  ;  but  the  great  reason  was  that, 
unless  tlie  affairs  of  the  Association  are  taken 
out  of  tlio  hands  of  the  Government,  yon  could 
not,  in  my  opinion,  get  rid  of  the  political  in- 
liuenct  s  that  were  complained  of  in  the  past, 
and  owing  to  which  there  is  a  liability  to  havo 
extravf'UHico  of  administration  in  the  way  of 
the  purchase  of  buildings.  That  danger  will 
alw.iys  (vist  while  the  Association  remains  in 
tlu-  h.in.'s  of  the  (rovemment,  and  I  see  nothing 
in  this  liill  that,  in  future,  will  stop  a  recur- 
rence of  the  circumstances  which  the  Com- 
mittee lit' 8  reported  so  strongly  against.  The 
Connnitteo  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  it 
was  (iesiniblo  to  put  a  stop,  in  the  future,  to 
r-uch  an  investment  of  the  funds  as  was  made 
in  the  purcliase  of  sites  and  the  extravagant 
exp«  ndituro  in  that  respect.  Now  1  want  to 
say  a  few  words,  in  a  general  way,  as  to  the 
jiurehase  of  these  buildings.  The  Committee 
rep(-rted  on  tliat  subject  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Coinniiitee  has  to  report,  in  respect  to 
these  imreliases,  that  an  outlay  of  £84,779  has 
been  incurred;  tliat,  with  the  exception  of  the 
\Vellin<^'ton  buiKIing,  the  premises  are  not  used 
for  oliiccs  by  the  Association  ;  that  costly  huild- 
iiV';s  v,(.re  intended  to  bo  constructed  on  the 
sites;  tliat  all  tlie  purchases  must  be  regarded 
!is  having  been  made  partly  for  speculative 
purposes,  and  that  it  was  undesirable  the  funds 
of  the  Association  should  have  been  so  in- 
vrvo-d." 

'J  lieso  were  the  resolutions  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  Committee.  I  thought  that 
the  evaknce  justiiied  a  stronger  expression  of 
opinion  ;  and.  to  sliow  the  direction  in  which  I 
tliought  the  Comnnttee  should  have  gone,  I  will 
qucto  tlio  resolution  which  I  moved  : — 

*'  The  Committee,  further,  considers  it  ex- 
tremely undesirable  that  any  member  of  the 
Ciovernment  should  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
initiating  and  dealing  with  purchases  of  this 
nature,  and  recommends  that  this  be  provided 
against  in  future." 

That  resolution  was  not  agreed  to.    Another 
Mr.  Ormond 


member  of  the  Committee  moved  the  foUovii^ 
as  an  amendment : — 

"The  Conunittoe  considers  it  extremely la- 
desirable  that  any  purchases  of  this  nat3B 
should  have  been  effected  without  the  exps» 
sanction  of  Parliam^'nt,  and  reeommeDcs  tiitt, 
in  future,  all  expenditure  in  respect  of  salih£«, 
office  sites,  and  buildings  should  be  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Kepreseutatives  for  appn^ 
tion." 

Kow,  these  are  important  recommendftCkEs, 
and  they  were  agreed  to.  But  the  Bill  waidi 
has  been  brought  down  by  theGovemmea£ecs> 
tains  no  provision  at  all  that  will  fenee  i& 
this  question  in  future.  Therefore  ue  BiE 
does  not  give  effect  to  a  point  into  wliicJi  tbs 
C'ommittee  took  great  trouble  to  inquire,  and 
which,  in  our  opinion,  there  was  justincataa 
for  making  provision  against  in  future.  I  hope 
that  in  Committee  we  shall  be  able  to  pa  is 
some  provision  which  will  require,  at  anvate, 
that  no  such  investment  shall  be  mai-.e  in  htox 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  1  hi»  ; 
said  that  I  moved  for  the  appoiutmcri:  of  tta 
Committee  laigely  at  the  instance  of  pc-icT- 
holders,  my  constituents,  who  urged  me  to  ^ 
so  because  of  their  great  dissatisfaction  vlth  tbe 
extravagant  expenditure  that  had  taken  i^ce 
for  offices  and  building  sites.  Our  inqoiiy  bii 
shown  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  builaia| 
in  Wellington,  not  one  of  those  buildiugs,  si 
which  £84,000  has  been  spent,  has  Ix-cnTiic^fa 
the  Association,  although  most  of  theia^ 
purchased  in  December,  1885,  or  immediiJfi(f 
afterwards.  The  Auckland  buiklicg  is  lnfl{ 
useless  and  untenanted,  and  the  moner  d 
tlie  Association  is  lying  absolutely  idle.  WbJ 
occurred  to  the  mind  of  every  memba  » 
the  Committee  was  this :  that*  some  of  da 
purchases  had  been  made  in  great  baste,  aai 
directly  they  were  made,  the  whole  objees  d 
the  purchases  seemed  to  be  finished  aad  dfla 
with.  There  was  this  objectionable  featnw  11 
connection  with  all  these  purchases :  Tli€v«« 
all  initiated  by  the  ^linister  having  charse« 
the  department.  In  every  case  the  in'X^^^ 
and  direction,  the  whole  bargaining,  I  rji^^*?* 
came  from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  tha^i^ 
partment ;  and  the  opinion  of  every  meml«r» 
the  Committee,  I  think,  was  that  it  was  2^ 
objectionable  that  the  Minister  should tep 
in  the  position  of  initiating  purchases  li» 
these,  involving  largo  sums  of  money;  ftJ^" 
reported  strongly  against  this  state  of  thing* 
being  possible  in  future.  The  Committee  * 
ported  that  the  purchases  were  all  ma^  nia» 
or  less  for  speculative  purposes;  but  in  thee* 
of  one  of  them  it  is  now  certain  that  ^'^^ 
speculative  purchase.  That  is  the  case  of  iw 
Christehurch  purchase.  There,  as  one  hollea^ 
able  member  has  shown  the  House,  ^^<*Pf* 
of  land  were  bought.  One  of  them  ha^.  ^* 
it  was  purchased,  a  right  reserved  to  the  o^* 
two  rooms  for  offices ;  but  that  right,Iai»®' 
stand,  has  now  lapsed,  and  the  P'^^'^^*^!* 
been  let  for  a  term  of  twenty-five  years ;  and »* 
intention  is  to  build  on  the  other  piece  of !«» 

I  which  has  been  purchased,  and  is  atailablfi /* 
building.    So  that,  whatever  was  the  intentJA 
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the  administration  has  como  to  this  :  that  the 
other  piece  of  land  bought  from  Mr.  Maling  is 
only  an  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  cannot  be,  at  any  rate  for  twenty -five 
years,  used  for  any  other  purpose  connected 
with  the  Association's  business.  Now,  there  is 
on  the  records  of  the  Association  an  opinion  of 
their  solicitor,  showing  that  this  was  against  the 
provisions  of  the  law ;  and  therefore  this  expen- 
diture was  not  only  undesirable,  but  it  was  really 
not  in  accordance  with  the  law  under  which 
this  Association  carried  on  its  business.  If  the 
House  were  better  disposed  to  consider  this 
question  at  present,  I  would  go  much  more 
fully  into  the  question  of  those  buildings.  I 
do  hope  that  the  result  of  the  investigations 
of  the  Committee  in  this  matter  will  be  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  take  care  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  can  take  place  in  the  future.  I  ex- 
press my  opinion  that  there  was  ample  ground 
for  the  dissatisfaction  and  distrust  that  existed 
in  the  minds  of  the  policy-holders  throughout 
the  colony  as  to  the  way  in  which  their  money 
was  being  treated  and  invested.  The  investi- 
:^tions  of  the  Committee  show  that  such  was 
Uie  case,  and,  in  connection  with  these  pur- 
chases, that  they  were  extravagant  and  un- 
necessary for  the  business  of  the  Association 
and  the  interest  of  the  policy-holders.  With 
regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  \iew  of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa, 
and,  if  he  makes  the  proposal  which  he  says  he 
will,  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  this 
business  should  be  put  under  the  management 
of  a  statutory  officer,  instead  of  returning  it 
to  the  Government,  I  will  vote  with  him  on  the 
question.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  we  do  not 
follow  that  course  we  shall  have  to  contem- 
plate, in  the  early  future,  the  establishment  of 
a  Minister  having  his  time  almost  entirely 
taken  up  with  the  management  of  this  busi- 
nes.«^;  and  the  funds  of  the  Association  will  still 
be  liable  to  be  used  for  political  purposes — I 
'do  not  say  improper  purposes,  but  purposes 
which  may  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  policy- 
holders. I  have  now  touched  on  the  chief 
points  to  which  I  wished  to  refer,  and  I  will 
only  add  that  I  hope  we  shall  make  some  pro- 
vision which  will  prevent  the  investment  of 
the  funds  of  the  Association  in  such  things  as 
these  purchases  without  the  previous  assent 
of  Parliament  being  obtained. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  do  not  intend 
to  prolong  the  discussion  unnecessarily ;  but, 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  I  feel  bound  to 
say  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject,  more  espe- 
cially as  I  disagree  with  the  opinions  of  some 
honourable  members  who  have  gone  before  me. 
With  regard  to  the  purchase  of  those  sites  I 
have  Uttle  or  nothing  to  say,  except  that,  while 
it  is  open  to  controversy  wiiether  it  was  wise  or 
even  legal  to  purchase  those  sites  at  all,  seeing 
that  they  were  purchased  partly  for  investment 
and  partly  for  building  purpo.ses,  nevertheless 
the  price  paid  for  them  generally  was  not,  I 
tliink,  too  high.  I  believe  they  were,  on  the 
whole,  fair  purchases,  and  that  a  private  indi- 
vidual wishing  to  make  purchases  of  the  kind 
^would  probably  have  thought  that  he  had  not 


paid  too  much  for  them  if  ho  had  given  what 
the  Association  gave.  Some  statements  that 
have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  were,  I  think,  not  quite  fairly  put.  I 
allude  to  the  remark  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  somewhat  to  this  effect:  that  the  pur- 
chase of  these  business  sites  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Driver  had  acted  prejudicially  to 
the  interests  of  the  Association,  and  that  the 
evidence  went  to  prove  that  such  was  the  case. 
Without  feeling  called  upon  to  defend  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Driver,  it  is  only  fair  to  say 
that  there  is  evidence  on  the  other  side  also, 
and  that  that  evidence  is,  in  my  opinion, 
worthy  of  a  great  deal  of  attention.  I  refer  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Bell,  whose  evidence 
is  worthy  of  consideration,  because  he  was  an 
elected  member  of  the  Board,  and  one  of  those 
who  desired  that  the  institution  should  go  back 
again  to  the  Government,  and,  consequently, 
losing  his  own  appointment,  he  is  in  a  par- 
ticularly disinterested  position.  When  he  was 
examined  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Driver,  these  were  the  question  and  answer : — 

"  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of 
some  recent  appointments  on  the  business  of 
the  Beard  ? — I  presume  you  refer  to  Iklr.  Driver's 
appointment.  I  think  his  appointment  has  been 
attended  with  great  advantage  to  the  business — 
not  the  special  appointment  of  Mr.  Driver,  but 
the  appointment  of  some  really  competent  man, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  people  and  the  property' 
of  Otago,  to  manage  the  Otago  and  Southland 
Districts." 

Then,  Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  a  loss  of  busi- 
ness has  accrued  to  the  Association :  but  that 
also  has  been  found  to  be  open  to  question. 
Indeed,  I  think  the  whole  burden  of  facts  and 
figures  goes  the  other  way.  Some  evidence 
was  taken  on  that  subject  also  from  Mr.  Bell, 
and  he — as  I  think,  very  properly — denied  that 
there  had  been  any  such  falling-off  in  business. 
I  will  refer  to  the  figures  presently,  but  I  will 
now  call  honourable  members'  attention  to  the 
evidence : — 

**  Do  you  attribute  the  non-proportionate  in- 
crease of  business  to  the  causes  you  have  just 
named  ? — I  think  there  has  been  no  such  non- 
proportionate  increase.  The  business  of  1883 
was  an  utterly  unwholesome  and  improper 
business.  It  was  business  conducted  under  a 
system  by  which  an  overriding  commission  was 
given  to  one  gentleman  who  had  the  charge  of 
all  the  agents.  Then,  again,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  the  doctors  were  appointed  to  take  lives 
and  not  reject  them.  I  think,  compared  with 
any  other  year  than  1883,  the  business  of  1885 
does  not  show  any  falling-off  at  all,  but  rather 
an  increase.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been 
any  large  number  of  surrenders  in  consequence 
of  the  publication  of  the  fact  of  difficultiea 
exi.sting  on  the  Board  or  of  the  Board's  manage- 
ment. I  attribute  surrenders  to  the  competi- 
tion of  the  Equitable  Association  of  New  York, 
which  has  offered  inducements  which  were  not 
open  to  policy-proponents  upon  any  system 
before  in  vogue  in  the  colony." 

If  we  turn  to  the  figures  upon  the  subject  it 
is  perfectly  clear  to  any  one  that  the  record  o£ 


468 


Government  Life 


[HOUSE.] 


Insurance  BUI. 


[AcG.t 


this  institution  is  really  ono  of  steady  progress 
ever  since  its  establishment  in  1871.     Taking 
the  figures  for  the  last  five    years,  we  find 
that  the  number  of  poUcicH  issued  in  1882  was 
2.523;  in  1883,  .O.llS;  in  1884,  3,309;  in  1885, 
4,371).     Thus,  with  the  exception  of  1883,  the 
progress  has  been  steady  throughout,  and  the 
accumulated  fund  has  gone  on  in  tho  same 
ratio.    At  the  end  of  1885  that   fund  showed 
an  increase  for  tho  year  of  £129,000,  as  against 
£'12G,C16    tho    year    bi^forc.       I    can    readily 
understand  that  in  IHSo  tho  number  of  poli- 
cies issued  was  owing  to  the  overriding  com- 
mission paid   to   the  Chief   Agent,  and   that, 
consequently,  many   lives  were    taken   which 
ought  not  to  have  been  taken.      But  imme- 
diately that  was  found  out  the  overriding  com- 
mission was  stopp'.'d,  and  a  fixed  salary  given 
to  the  Chief  Agent.     The  honourable  member 
for  Akaroa  asked  the  question,  Why  take  tho 
management  out  of  tluj   lumds   of  ono  Board 
and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  another  Board? 
The  answer  is  quite  obvious.     We  are  going  to 
put  it  into  tlie  hands  of  a  different  Board.    The 
fast   Board   was   compost  d   of    elements    that 
could  not  pOhMbly  ngrrc- -the  noininatrd  ele- 
ment and  the  elected  element;   and  1  do  not 
believe  that  as  long  as  those  two  elements  exist 
on  any  Board  of  tliis  sort  the  Board  can  work 
satisfactorily.      Now,   as   to   tho    question    of 
political  influence,  I  desire  to  say  something 
in    answer    to    the    honourable    member    for 
Akaroa   and  the  honourable  membtir  for  Na- 
pier.     I    confess    1    do    not    understand    the 
dread  of  political  influence  displayed  by  those 
honourable  gentlemen  ;   fnr  political  influence 
means  political  responsibility,  and  that  is  the 
very  foundatitm  of  a  substantial  and  stable  in- 
stitution such  as  this  ought  to  be.    Then,  again, 
it  appears  to  be  furgotten  that  this  institution 
was  under  political  inllncnce  till   18S4,  when 
we  transferred   it   to   a   P»nard.     For   thirteen 
years   it   was    under    p«>litical    influence,   and 
yet  it  is  overlooke*!  thut  during  tlu-  whole  of 
that    period    the   institution   llcurished   to   an 
extraordinary  degree.     'J'heie  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that   when    this   instituticjii   was   handed 
over  in  1884  to  the  Association  it  was  a  most 
successful    institution,  quite  as  successful    as, 
and,  indeed,  more  successful  than,  any  private 
institution  of  like  career.     During  five  years  of 
that  time  it  was  under  tlu*  political  influence  of 
the  honourable  menibi  r  for  lOgniont  and  mem- 
bers of  his  Ministry.     Then  we  have  to  remem- 
ber  that  each  member  here  has  constituciiits 
who  are  policy-holders,  and  these  constituents 
place  in  the  hands  of  their  members  the  care  of 
their  interests  in  this  matter.     Such  being  the 
case,  I  want  to  know  who  is  to  be  responsible  to 
the  members.    It  is  entirely  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  one  in  this  House  to  answer  for 
the  doings  of  the  Association,    and    to   be  re- 
s})onsiblc  for  acts  done  of  wliich  any  honourable 
member,   in  the   interests  of  ins  constituents, 
being   policy-holders,    might    coni})lain.      But 
there  is  ono  reason  of  great  weitibt  which  we 
shculd  bear  in  mind  when  asking  whether  this 
institution  should  be  free  from  political  control. 
We  must  ask  ourselves  the  object  of  the  insti- 
T.  cT".  S.  Mackenzie 


tution,  and  the  answer  is  that  it  was  originsllT 
started  for  the  purpose  of  encoaraf^g  tlinf:  ia 
the  whole  of  the  community.  \Vc  arc  tliesie- 
fore  here  to  see  that  it  fultiU  that  fnncticm 
and  we  cannot  see  that  that  function  is  earned 
out  unless  we  have  some  responsible  ptrsx 
to  answer  to  us  for  the  conduct  of  the  ins^jto- 
tion.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  interot:  of 
the  whole  of  the  community  may  suf er  rrhil* 
the  institution  is  in  the  hands  of  a  prr.iise 
Board.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  die 
lower  you  go  down  in  the  scale  of  poIici'.>  ad 
the  closer  you  get  to  the  poorer  classes  for  the 
purposes  of  insurance  the  more  yoa  encojiafe 
thrift ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lanjer 
the  policies  the  greater  the  profit  you  icaa. 
Therefore  it  is  our  duty,  on  behalf  of  the  ^Ldt 
community,  who  are  responsible  for  die  p&?- 
ment  of  some  six  or  seven  millions  of  nini-t-v, 
to  see  that  the  encouragement  of  thrifiisuct 
entirely  sacrificed  to  the  profits  of  tiit^  i.i.s:iia- 
tion  as  a  trading  concern.  Then,  with  re<r.ud 
to  surrenders  and  lapses,  I  understand  i'  a 
what  has  fallen  from  honourable  morut-Jis 
that  these  have  increased  somewhat  of  late. 
Well,  the  evidence  on  that  head  is  exccvuiudj- 
doubtful  as  to  whether  they  liave  or  net— tb£ 
is  to  say,  whether  they  have  increased  cl:  cf 
proportion  as  compared  with  previous  ycari.  I 
presume  no  honourable  member  candouU  fs 
an  instant  that,  if  tliero  is  any  increase  of .  '.>a 
or  surrenders,  it  must  be  due  to  the  dlp^-;-:im 
that  has  existed  for  some  years,  and  wlii?^!  iJ^ 
been  getting  worse  and  worse  for  some  liae. 
That  the  people  aro  less  able  to  afford  tli'  I^?3• 
lar  and  continuous  payments  of  prcmiun."'  re- 
quired for  keeping  alive  their  policies  iio  cse 
can  attempt  to  deny.  I  may  say  thi^i  I  acc?j^ 
the  entire  responsibility  for  the  re]X)rt,  w  tt^ier 
I  agree  with  some  of  the  details  of  it  orwliitr.er 
I  do  not.  But,  on  the  wli(»le,  I  think  that  t^» 
report  which  has  been  fnniishe-.l,  and  ti;o  Bill 
wliicli  lias  been  put  before  us,  franitd  {-n  tbst 
rep'. It,  will  answer  the  purposes  of  iLi-^  A«>«)- 
ciation  very  well.  The  Bill  mainly  jronJes 
for  two  things.  First,  it  provides  for  wLit 
I  have  advocated — political  responsibility.  f.nd, 
secondly,  all  necessary  safeguards  against  un- 
proper  or  injudicious  investments.  Any  one 
who  ma\' chance  to  remember  the  debr.t-  thiS 
took  place  when  it  was  decided  to  lund  tt» 
institution  over  to  the  management  of  aK^=«'*'H 
or  wlio  has  read  the  speech  of  the  honou2:uie 
member  for  Egmont,  and  also  that  whicli  tiie 
Col(Miial  Treasurer  delivered  on  that  ecciu>::'flt 
will  lecognize  at  once  that  they  were  di'^nis 
of  passing  over  this  institution  to  a  Board,  not 
because  the  institution  had  been  nii«^nwn .gti* 
in  any  sense,  because  all  admit  such  \va>  ^ 
the  case,  but  because  tho  Minister  felt  ir.att.^e 
responsibility  attached  to  the  investnv.-n:  « 
the  money  was  altogether  too  great  ft^r  <y5 
individual.  That  is  exactly  what  this  l--^ 
remedies.  The  Bill  provides  for  taking  i»i* 
responsibility  of!  the  Minister.  Holdini:  the 
opinions  I  have  expressed,  I  entirely  agr«^<' ^''^'^ 
the  r»ill,  subject  to  some  slight  modilicAtrjns, 
which  can  be  made  in  Committee, 
air.  BARliON.— I  fear  that  the  honoumble 
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gentleman's  opinion  of  what  constitutes  a  good 
investment,  judging  from  the  report  of  this 
Committee,  will  not  influence  us  very  much. 
Ho  says  that  the  prices  paid  for  the  properties 
in  question  were  not  too  high.  Now,  we  must 
^ugc  the  price  by  the  result.  These  proper- 
ties—  although  it  is  admitted  that  the  Wel- 
lington property  has  been  a  good  purchase — 
are,  taken  on  the  whole,  certainly  not  good 
purchases  for  the  department.  With  regard  to 
the  Auckland  property,  I  would  like  to  direct 
the  attention  of  honourable  members  to  the 
evidence  taken  about  it.  One  witness  says,  in 
question  1258,  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  said  he  had 
only  seen  the  property  from  the  outside  in 
passing,  *'  but  he  thought  we  might  safely  give 
*22,0<jO  for  it."  This,  1  may  point  out,  is  some- 
what at  variance  with  the  evidence  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  gave  when  examined  before 
the  same  Committee ;  but  I  would  point  out 
that  that  property,  which,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  was  worth  £22,000,  and 
for  which  that  price  would  have  been  paid 
had  his  recommendation  been  carried  out, 
was  purchased  afterwards  for  £19,000,  and 
might  have  been  bought  for  much  less;  and 
since  ihen  it  has  remained  imoccupied.  Yet  it 
is  one  of  the  properties  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  defended  as  being  a 
.good  investment.  The  honourable  member 
quotes  Mr.  Bell's  evidence  to  show  that  these 

Surcliases,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Driver, 
id  nut  do  any  injury  to  the  business.  Well, 
I  prefer  to  take  the  evidence  of  an  expert  when 
I  can  get  it — that  is  to  say,  one  whoso  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  on  which  he  speaks  must 
be  admitted  to  be  very  considerable,  simply 
because  he  is  professionally  engaged  in  the 
business  itself.  Now,  we  have  Mr.  Irvine,  who 
is  the  Inspector  for  the  Association,  and  who 
may  be  expected  not  to  give  any  evidence 
before  the  Committee  he  is  not  warranted  in 
.giviiii;,  and  who  may  be  presumed  to  have  the 
intcic-ts  of  the  Association  at  heart,  and  not 
be  disturbed  by  any  considerations  except  those 
^hicli  would  conduce  to  its  success.  That 
geutli man,  in  reply  to  question  755,  on  page 
4€),  says, — 

••  I  tliink  it  my  duty  to  say  this :  that  there 
is  no  doubt  the  recent  purchases  of  building- 
property  have  not  given  satisfaction  to  a  good 
many  policy-holders,  and  they  have  lapsed  the 
policies  in  consequence.  Although  the  agents 
of  other  ofiices  have  largely  exaggerated  these 
mattt  rs,  the  fact  remains  that,  in  my  opinion, 
those  purchases  have  done  us  harm.  Mr. 
Driv(  r's  appointment  has  also  done  us  in- 
jury" 

Then,  the  same  gentleman,  in  answer  to 
questi<»ii  790  —  and  this  is  in  reply  to  the 
bonourable  member  for  Blount  Ida — says, — 

"  I  can  only  say  that  in  the  reports  I  have 
receivnl  from  the  various  agents  throughout 
the  culony  they  attribute  the  falling -off  in 
busiiu  ss  more  to  the  purchases  and  IMr.  Driver's 
appointment  than  to  the  depression." 

Ho  says,  further,  in  reply  to  the  same  gentle- 
man, in  question  794, — 


**  The  falling-o£[  of  business  was  due  both  to 
the  appointment  and  the  agitation.  His  ap- 
pointment was  considered  to  be  a  political 
appointment." 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— There  was  no 
falling-o£E  in  business  at  all. 

Mr.  BARRON.— I  prefer  to  take  the  state- 
ment of  an  officer  of  the  department  whose 
business  it  is  to  inquire  into  the  success  of  the 
department — and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has 
the    success  of  that  department  at  heart  as 
much  as  the  honourable  gentleman — even  to 
that  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himself.    No 
doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  has  gone  into 
the  working  of  this  department  during  the  time 
he  has  been  a  member  of  this  Committee ;  but 
the  gentleman  whose  evidence  I  am  quoting  has 
probably  given  his  whole  life  to  the  business, 
and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every  agency 
in  the  colony,  as  well  as  of  every  agent.    The 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  thrift  is  the  object  of  the  existence  of 
this  institution,  and  should  not  be  sacrificed  to 
mere  trade  success.     Undoubtedly,  that  is  so  ; 
but  I  think  mere  trade  success  was  the  object 
held  in  view  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  when 
he  advocated  the  purchase  of  these  buildings, 
when  he,  no  doubt,  had  he  had  his  own  way, 
would  also  have   sanctioned   the  building   of 
large  and  imposing  structures.     That,  I  sub- 
mit, was  an  effort— and  a  very  mistaken  one — 
to  bring  about  mere   trade  success,  which  is 
altogether  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  in- 
stitution when  it  was  originally  established.     I 
submit  that  striking,  imposing,  and  expensive 
buildings  are  not  at  all  wanted  for  business  of 
this  kind.     If  the  purchases  were  for  purposes 
of  profitable  investment  for  the  funds  of  the 
institution,   then   the  investment   has  been  a 
failure,   according  to  the  evidence.      If  they 
were   for  mere  trade  success  they  were   alto- 
gether unnecessary  for  a  Government  institu- 
tion of  this  kind.     Then,  these  purchases  were 
conducted  in  a  very  extraordinary  way.     The 
disclosures  before  the  Committee  are  such  as  to 
bring  the  colony  and  those  who  are  in  charge 
of  the  administration  of  affairs  into  discredit. 
The  business  of  this  Association  might  safely 
be  conducted  in  a  more  simple  manner.     Pro- 
bably it  would  not  bo  too  simply  conducted  if 
we   left  it   to   be   simply   attended   to  in   the 
branches   of   the   Post   Office   throughout   the 
country.      There  is  no  reason  why  a  person 
who  wants  to  insure  his  life  should  not  go  to 
the  Post  Office  and  get  a  form  which  would 
send  him  to  a  medical  officer;  and,  after  he 
has    undergone    the    usual    examination    and 
furnished  the  necessary  certificates,  there  is  no 
reason  why  his  application-form  should  not  be 
entertained.     I  cannot  see  why  his  premiums 
should    not   be    received    by   the    Post   Office 
Department,  and  all  the   business  transacted 
there.       This    may    bo    a    very    simple    way, 
in  the  estimation  of  honourable  members,  to 
conduct    a   largo   business  of   this   kind;    but 
this    would    lead    to    a    verj'    great    economy 
in    the    administration    of     the    department, 
and    that    economy    would    enable     the    de- 
partment   to    insure    lives    at   a    very   much 
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lower  premium  than  any  ordinary  offices,  and 
the  people  would  feel  that  they  had  a  Oovem- 
ment security,  and  were  insuring  their  lives  in 
what  were  really  their  own  offices,  and  that 
they  were  making  a  more  profitable  transac- 
tion than  they  could  in  other  offices.  This 
consideration  would  no  doubt  be  a  sufficient 
encouragement  for  the  people  to  go  to  the 
Government  Insurance  Department  rather  than 
to  outbido  offices,  and  no  doubt  tliat  would  not 
be  found  very  injurious  to  the  success  of  the 
institution.  At  all  events,  the  system  of  csui- 
vassing,  which  has  been  carried  on  throughout 
the  colony  by  irresponsible  agents  whose  only 
desire  is  to  "  take  a  life,*'  as  they  call  it,  has 
been  a  public  scandal.  There  arc  one  or  two 
other  points  in  the  evidence  to  which  I  would 
like  to  moke  reference,  one  of  them  being  in 
connection  with  the  Board,  and  the  difference 
between  the  nominated  and  elected  members. 
It  is  in  evidence  that  one  witness  said  that  the 
nominated  members  wereoxpocLod  to  vote  with 
the  (tovernnieut  on  certain  questions  wliich 
were  questions  of  policy ;  and,  probably, 
this  was  rii^ht ;  but,  if  tlie^o  nominated  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  are  looked  upt»n  as  mere 
mouthpieces  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  of 
the  (ioveinment,  then  what  is  the  use  of  a 
Board  at  all,  if  they  are  not  expected  to 
exercise  sduio  discretion  and  some  will  of 
their  o>vn  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  wo  do  not 
want  any  Board  of  Consultation  at  all  beyond 
the  Conuni^.sioner  and  olVicers  of  the  depart- 
ment, \n  ho  are  there  to  carry  on  the  business 
as  an  ordiiuiry  branch  of  the  public  service. 
However,  tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
past  nn\nagenient  of  the  in«;titiition,  so  far  as 
tiie  Biund  system  is  ci^neerncd.  has  been  a 
failure,  and,  if  it  is  hrou;.ht  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  is  more  directly  uniler  the  charge  of 
Kcspt>n*-ii)lo  Ministers,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  going  to  have  a  ci)ango  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. And,  if  it  is  brought  back  to  tlie  charge 
of  tlie  Cioverninent,  wo  shall  have  Ministerial 
control  and  MinisteriAl  responsibility  ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  Ctovernnieut  will  see  its  way  to 
greatly  simi^lify  the  management  of  the'  in- 
btitution,  and  conduct  it  on  the  lines  1  have 
indicated,  rather  than  on  the  lines  which  are, 
ai^iuirenily,  in  the  mind  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
bure,  and  wliich  liiul  expression  in  the  purchase 
of  buiUi:ng-sites  and  inlpo^ing  structures,  and 
in  ap|Mintnu  nts  which  nave  been  condemned 
bv  tills  inouirv. 

'  Mr.  l.i:VKsTA:Nr.-  -Sir.  1  shouKl  just  like  to 
make  a  fi  \n  leuMiks  on  tins  subject.  What 
has  >tn;ck  nie  inosily  in  this  discussicn  is  that 
llu^\aiious  meirdu  IS  who  lui\e  luldrissed  iiiein- 
sei\es  to  the  Hv  u^e,  it  apivars  to  me,  have 
bet  n  tr\ing  to  liiul  some  excuse  for  the  n  port 
wluvh  has  hi  en  b^ou^ht  in.  I'.i.n-  tell  us  why 
tluy  come  to  this  cor.i  '.ikiv  n  or  \\hv  tiu  v  coi^ie 
to  th.Vv  eor.c'.usuni  -  wliuh  ix..'/ v  h.a>  no;hi:u  IJ 
do  wiiii  the  qi;e^:i^n  bo:  nv  ;  .e  Uvhko.  inc 
houoi;ia''^!e  laejtiovr  fv^r  Ma;  ;.r,  wlien  he  ^^ivxe 
on  tlie  s\il  iiv  t,  >iaid  tliis  i.o:inni::to  had  i\en 
clio^eu  fvv '.n  both  siv\  s  of  tlie  li  \i-io.  ar.l  :i:» 
nwult  m  .:"i:,  jiu../r<g  bv  t:;e  t\:.lvnc.,  i:av^ 
heeu  d:t1\ivnt  fuui  what  it  is:  and,  to  make 
ATr.  iKirron 


good  his  contention,  ho  quotes  the  resohoia. 
which  was  movod  by  himself,  namely,— 

**  That  such  officer  should  be  appointed  ^ 
the  Governor  in  Council,  but  his  appoictmsi 
should  be  subject  to  coniinnatioD  bj  PaH^ 
ment ;  that  he  should  be  a  statntorr  &£««. 
responsible  to  Parliament,  but  subject  to  soi- 
pension  of  office  by  the  Governor  in  Coancii." 
Now,  when  the  honourable  member  rea-i  tha:, 
I  think,  if  ho  wanted  to  place  the  matter  Lirlr 
before  the  House,  he  should  have  said  that  c^lt 
one  solitary  member  voted  for  it :  of  coast* 
as  Chairman  he  was  precluded  liimseli  froo 
voting.     Then,  as  to  the  purchase  of  buildiaj? 
and  sites,   the    resolution    which  was  mo^^ 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  was  negati\ed  ca 
the  voices,  and  no  one  called  for  a  diTiaa; 
so  it  is  only  fair  to  conclude  that  there  m 
an  overwhelming  majority  against  him.  Tu 
honourable  gentleman  found  fault  with  taa    i 
Bill,  and  said  there  is  nothing;  in  it  topieTic    i 
the  recurrence  of  such  purchases  ashavetihi    j 
place.     But  he  overlooks  the  fact  that  tlse  Bil    '. 
a-^ain  sets  up  the  Act  of  1871,  and  thaiinlhl 
Act  certain   objects  on  which  money  can  h* 
spent  are  specified,  and  the  purchase  cf  Uii 
and  buildings  is  not  one  of  them.    The  hoaoar- 
able  member  for  Caversham  contended  ikaiii* 
prices  paid  for  the  recent  purchases  were  t» 
high.     As  far  as    I    am   aware,  no  cue  bst 
disputed  that  in  some  cases,  at  any  rate,tb* 
prices  were  too  high.     That  is  not  m  the BOl, 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  has  noi  beffl 
attacked  by  any  one;    so  there  has  bcfiin* 
need  to  defend  it,  because  every  one  agree?  «itli    < 
it.     The  honourable  gentleman  said  tiierei-r* 
reason  why  people  should  not  go  to  tbe  pst- 
offices  and  insure  their  lives.    It  is  trne  thst 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  not,  butthevvill 
not  do  it.     The  honourable  gentlcuianaitcibfis 
great  weight  to  the  evidence  of  expt?rts,  and  he 
quo:<.d  some  of   the   evidence  of  3Ir.  D'.^rcy 
Irvine   as   peculiarly  valuable,  as  that  oi  la 
expert.      But    why '  did    not    the   ho!io=rafe^« 
gentleman  quote   the  evidence  of  tliit  avf* 
oil  this  point?     The  witness  gave  hi^  evidiiKS 
as  wl  11  as  any  one,  and  he  says  most  disiss'^.^ 
that  canvassmjT  is  absolutely  required.    ^^-.^ 
did  not  the  honourable  gentleman  quot.'  t-- 
evidence  of  that   witness  v.lien  that  cviaeQ» 
was  fi-^ainst  the  opinion  he  hiniself  eipre^^-j- 
Mr.  r.AKRON.— That  witness  said canra^aDg 
was  necessary  for  commercial  success,  bat  1 
contend  that  "we  do  not  want  to  achieve  men 
commercit^l  success. 

Mr.  LE VKSTAM.— That  may  be  so,  but,  as* 

matter  of  fact,  if  the  business  is  to  be  of  aaj 

i;ov:>d  to  the  j^ccple.  they  must  insure,  and®* 

know  perfectly  well    that  tnev  do  not  ir-^re 

unless  canvas-cd.     Wiien  a  ^vrson  is  a?^^^^' 

m.^ke  pavments  from  whicn  h.^  himsei{<-'iJ^^-* 

ctivi^  no  Knen:,  and  from  which  no  ouc  ei^ 

i't n .  Ill  till  .vit.  r  i.i>  vi«.  cea<e.  he  is  very  relr.i-t.J-' 

t.>   tr.tor   int.-)  the   tra:;>:i.::ion,  and  ur'^.r.ii  i^ 

nece-<arv.     That  is  nJt  oi.lv  tl:o  oxwriona  ^ 

,  this  dcpartuK  nt.  but  of  all  f  ti.cr  hfj  iB^"JS|=f* 

I  c  ir.p-.i.i':^.     i*ut  I  la.cj  mo>t  txccKio^  w  ;'J^ 

'  houo.ir.;'  '.0  m-motr  for  Caver^ham  ^V^^'^'^^i^ 

I  the  nominated  members  were  looked  ufJ^ 
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)  monthpieces  of  the  Government.  I  say  tliat 
i  evidence  does  not  justify  any  such  state- 
(Dt.  It  is  true  Mr.  Shannon  says  so  in  his 
denco ;  but,  as  against  that,  there  is  the  far 
^weighing  evidence  of  Messrs.  Duthie,  Reid, 
d  Bethune.  l^Tr.  Duthie  says  that  he  was 
tfectly  free  to  do  as  be  chose,  and  that  no 
ggestion  was  ever  made  to  him  as  to  how  he 
ould  act.  On  the  contrary,  ho  says,  "  I^Ir. 
dlance,  the  only  member  of  the  ^linistry  with 
loin  I  have  been  intimate,  well  knows  that  I 
kS  not  a  political  friend."  He  says  most  (iis- 
ictly  that  the  Government  did  not  expect  him 
vote  in  any  particular  way,  but  that  lie  was 
>c  to  vote  as  ho  chose.  And  this  is  how 
essrs.  Reid  and  Bethmiie  conclude  : — 
"  We  desire  to  state  that,  in  fact,  there  has 
«n  no  interference  of  the  kind  on  any  question 
at  came  before  the  Board.  In  no  instance 
kve  our  actions  or  convictions  been  controlled 
r  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  by  the  ofiicial 
embers." 

Mr.  BARRON.— Read  just  before  that. 
Mr.  LEVESTAM.— It  is,— 
**  Wo  have  to  say  that,  as  to  the  statement 
lAt  the  nominated  members  of  the  Board  were 
Qder  the  control  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or 
I  the  official  members  of  the  Board,  no  con- 
ition  whatever  was  imposed  or  even  snp^'oster', 
nd  from  tlie  first  we  have  acted  without  any 
iterference,  direct  or  indirect,  on  the  part  of 
iie  Colonial  Treo.surcr.  One  part  of  ^Ir.  Shan- 
on's  evidence  i.-i  qiiilo  correct.  Sir  Julius 
Togel,  as  Mr.  Shannon  states,  did,  in  the 
ourso  of  some  general  observations  at  tlio 
toard,  say  that,  on  larrje  questions  of  policv 
itally  affecting;  the  Association,  and  hearing 
©the  responsibilitv  of  the  Government  and  its 
^laranteo,  he  should  expect  tlic  su]^port  of  the 
lominated  members.  He  also  said,  on  a  later 
Kicasion,  that  he  had  never  interfered  with  tlie 
ICO  action  of  cither  the  nominated  or  ofnciil 
nembers." 

But  we  have  not  been  speaking  as  to  largo 
luestions  of  policy,  because,  as  far  as  I  am 
iwaro.  no  large  questions  of  policy  came  before 
the  Board.  The  only  largo  question  of  tiial 
kind  was  as  to  the  investment  of  money  on 
freehold  security.  All  other  qu(stii)ns  i>rougiit 
before  them  were  matters  of  d 'tiiil.  The  in- 
quiries of  the  Connuittcn  wore  direetod  to  the 
purchases  of  sites  and  Luildin.^s,  and  an  a])- 
pointnient  which  had  been  ina.Ie  ;  Jind  those 
things  certainly  could  not  bo  called  large  ques- 
tious  of  policv. 

Mr.  BAHlfON.— Take  the  last  paragvapli  ..f 
Mr.  Haiuvrton's  evidence. 

Mr.  LKVE.nTAM.— Well,  he  says,— 

**\Vith  respect  to  l,ii0.j,  the  Crovernnicr.t 
offici;ils  wore  [irrfeclly  free  to  vote  as  they  chose;, 
and  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  c(Mistitut*'d  a 
'controlling  power'  on  the  I'oard.  I  have  never 
known  the  Colonial  Tieasur«  r  to  use  anv  in- 
flutn?o  with  any  of  the  (Tovernmcnt  oi'iieiiil-; 
npon  any  que.stion  c^^nnecled  with  the  business 
of  th«  A-^-^c^iation.  Tiie  questions  unnunil»er<'l 
(1.2«'^i,  1,-07,  l.ii^'^l  do  not  ap'^etir  to  Ci.li  lor 
any  comment  fr«.»ni  nic,  cxc  ]U,  i^vhrn^,  tl-f 
^t.     So   far   as   1   can   recollect:,    Sir   Jiii;...; 


stated,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  he 
could  conceive  that  important  questions  might 
arise  between  the  Government  and  the  Associa- 
tion where  he  might  be  justified  in  asking  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  officials  and 
the  nominated  members." 

He  does  not  say  such  questions  have  arisen, 
but  that  he  can  conceive  they  may  arise.  Surely 
that  is  very  difierent  from  saying  influence 
has  been  exercised  in  an  improper  manner  as 
the  Government  wished.  I  think  this  Bill  is 
exactly  what  the  Committee  wanted,  and  I  con- 
fess that  I  have  never  known  a  Government  to 
bri!ig  in  a  Bill  so  nearly  in  accord  with  what 
had  been  recommended  by  a  Select  Committee. 
When  tlie  Act  of  1884  was  brought  forward  I 
think  I  was  the  only  member  who  strongly  op- 
posed it,  because  I  thought  then,  as  I  think  now, 
that  a  mixed  Board  could  not  work — that  it 
must  be  a  mere  sham  ;  and  therefore  I  feel 
rather  pleased  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  revert 
to  the  olit  system.  1  feel  that  this  Bill  is  what 
is  desired  by  the  House.  That  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  no  one  has  spoken  against  it,  all  who 
have  spoken,  except  the  Treasurer,  having  used 
the  opportunity  to  speak  on  other  matters,  and 
not  to  criticise  the  Bill.  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  supporting  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VDGEL. — I  am  sorry,  for  their  own 
saUes,  that  certain  members  of  the  Committee 
liave  thought  it  necessary  to  rake  up  questions 
which  were  detuded  in  the  Committee.  I  shall 
not  go  very  fully  into  those  questions,  because 
tlie  evidence  s])eaks  for  itself.  But  it  does  not. 
ar-prai-  to  me  th.at  the  honourable  members  I 
have  referred  to  have  given  fair  weight  to  the 
r  vide  nee  on  each  side.  They  have  rather  ac- 
cenied  tlie  evidence  on  the  side  towards  whicli 
th'jir  opinions  lean,  without  giving  proper  weight 
t^;  the  evidence  on  the  other  side.  Kow  I 
will  hriedy  go  through  such  points  as  liave  been 
rai''(\l  by  honourable  members  as  it  seems  to 
me  desirable  to  comment  on.  Tlie  honoi::;iI)le 
nieuilK'r  for  Akaroa  referred  to  some  Ciui/go 
lurde  ag'.iinst  a  former  Treasurer  of  macng 
pdviiircrs  for  political  purposes.  No  doubt  the 
House  satisf.LCtorily  disposed  of  the  question  at 
the  time :  I  was  not  aware  that  such  charges 
had  been  made.  Then,  as  to  the  questions 
rniscd  by  the  honourable  mendx  r  for  Ai^aioa 
a^al  other  honourable  mciubcrs,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  I  do  not  think  they  gave  snlh- 
enut  weight  to  the  balance  of  eviajiiec.  'i  ho 
balance  of  evidence,  for  instanee,  v;ith  rc.i;aril 
to   the   pronony  shows    that   the    investments 

I  Were  very  good  ones.  As  to  tlui:'  being  le^'al 
power  to  niak.'  Uio.->e  investments.  tiMt  n\u-slion 
was  decidtd,  after  ample  consider. :Lion.  bv  the 
lioard.  The  opinion  wliieii  the  hon  'Urahlo 
nienihrrr  quoted  was  given  on  a  speeiiie  (lues- 
tion,  on  which  there  was  no  necessity  to  e. in- 
sult the  solicitors — that  is  to  srv,  whrtlier  it 
wa:^  e  )iny.(  tent  for  the  Association  to  inve-.t  in 
lanl  or  ijiiildin^s  wif;h(»ut  auv  intention  to  itsidf 
use  the  property.  .Apparently  it  v. a-^  r.ot  eoni- 
p  tent,  line,  v/liere  tinn-.?  was  ;in  intent  on  lo 
ii-e'  pirt  of  tiio  site  or  i);iildini.:,  ^:e  t  .i:riL,.is 
were  ot  o;)iiiion,  as  were  inembeis  of  t.'-  r.oaid 

I  \,uo  had  hi.^ii  legal  reputation,  that  it  wa^>  quite 
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competent  for  the  Association  to  purchage, 
even  >vhen  it  xvaa  tbo  intention  to  use  only 
part  as  oHiceH  for  tlio  Association,  and  to  let 
the  rest  to  tenants.  With  ro^'ard  to  these  pur- 
chases, it  is  to  me  a  Bingular  thing  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Akarua,  while  having 
Mich  groat  faith  in  the  opinion  of  the  Premier 
wiji  re  that  opini(m  aj,Tces  with  his  own.  Rhould 
i\lt  .'!.■•  Iht  pa^s  ovrr  the  opinion  of  the  Premier 
41^  r<»  iM«'  value  of  the  Duiiediii  property.  The 
ivid.  nr«*  of  the  Pninicr  was  that  that  property 
was  worth  more  than  was  f^iveii  for  it,  und  that 
if  he  had  had  the  money  to  invest  ho  should 
).av.«  hi'cn  u,^in\  to  ptircliaso  it. 

Mr.  M()NT(;oMKUY.— I  did  not  say  a  word 
uonut  tlie  value  of  the  propc^rty. 

Sir  J.  V()(;KL. — I  think  the  hoiumrahle 
ni'iuher  has  f(jr«:otten  the  evidence.  I  will 
qm)if>  fr.»in  tliat  of  the  Premier: — 

"Did  yoii  not  take  into  consideration,  when 
recinunend;:!!^  the  piirchnse  of  tlie  site,  the 
q'i''>ti<in  as  to  how  it  could  bo  made  a  paying 
eonci-rn  ? — I  have  no  douht  whatever  that,  if  it 
ccKild  rrtuni  G  per  cent  with  the  present  build- 
in^K,  wlii'di  are  in  }>art  dilapidated,  tlion,  with 
tiie  re.>t  of  the  new  buildings  added,  itouglit  to 
j-'ive  a  h':;her  percentage.  I  may  say  tiiat  the 
way  tn  ti^t  tlie  value  of  tlie  purchase  would  be 
t'>  tiilvr  wrat  the  Austrahan  Mutual  Provident 
Socutv  I  aid  fin*  the  eonitr  at  Dowling  Slr<  i-t 
und  PriiK  -s  Stre«t,  and  eon^.pare  it  with  what 
the  <iovt  nuiK  nt  Insurance*  paid  for  Wise's 
conx^r.  i.vtrvon*'  who  has  been  in  Dunedin 
know-^  tluir  fii'  re  is  no  coni]v,rison  Ix-tucen  the 
Iwo  Cm! Ml  I  •  fi.r  bn-ir.cs^  i)urposes.  The  latter 
i-^  worth  d  rdde  for  bu.-iii<"-^  purpose  s  ;  and  yet 
the  Au  irali-'n  MutueJ  Provident  Soeietv  paid 
from  \:'2  ^.r(  )  to  .liifl.(  ov).  altiiouj,'h  the  buililmj^s 
on  the  sit(»  were  not  hnlf  so  good  a«?  the  build- 
ings on  the  site  purchased  for  tlie  Ciuvern- 
m<'nt." 

Surely  tl:at  is  expressing  nn  opinion  on  the 
value.  'Jiie  UnnouraDle  member  must  have 
fi  r-i'itten  tJiat. 

Mr.  AIOMCOMKKY.  — T  never  said  the 
buildin'^s  in  iHine  lin  were  not  of  that  value. 
1  never  said  a  wdTvI  about  it.  I  nnly  said  that 
t]i(,'  bui!tiii::-'>  ''u-t  a  gjvat  deal  cf  money,  and 
v,'(  i-e  n«^r  I.  •   ".  i>y  the  Association. 

Sir  .J.  VchiI/L.  —  I  nni.er.stood  the  hononr- 
iii)lc  nui.-.btr  to  impugu  ilic  vaiue  of  the  pur- 
(•ha<e.  (itLcr  honnuj-able  m(inbtrs  did,  and  1 
ur..l(  rsl.  ,.  ihat  In  ('lid  so.  U  lien  the  I'n  mier, 
in  ansv.(r  i-.  ^iiie^titin  511 — "1  undi-rslaiid  vou 
looked  at  li'*'  pioperty  hiniply  in  its  tlieii 
state?'' — V  «,'  r  i>n  to  say, — 

"Yes.  1  will  sav  tiiis:  that,  snrno-ing  I 
liad  the  iiic^U'  y  to  invest,  I  would  h;;ve  given 
that  money  for  it.  I  consitlrred  it  a  gi-^otl 
iuM'stnn  nt,  and  1  still  think  so.  C'f  course. 
<iuriiig  til''  hi^t  two  years,  tlirough  the  fall  i-i 
the  price  of  wool  and  other  sta[des,  Dane  din 
has  b<'i  n  in  a  very  depressed  state.  If  tiie 
]n'oi'erty  is  kept  f"r  a  year  or  two,  and  utilized, 
the  C.overnnient  Inr,urance  will  make  money 
out  of  it." 

Tile   e\id<nce  of  !Mr.  Bradshaw  also  was  to 
the   ellect   that   two    years   ago   the   prop(M-ty 
could  not  liave  been  purchased  for  less  than  j 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


£50,000.  In  his  opinion  it  \nu  a  c^of  [ 
perty.  I  also  gave  evidence  to  the  8un«e&fllt 
as  to  what  had  been  told  me  at  second  haa  a 
Dunedm.  With  regard  to  the  Chiistc^QBk 
property,  there  appears  to  be  some  doofai  ai% 
whether  it  was  a  cheap  purchase,  bat  nodosH 
whatever  as  to  its  being  a  good  investziKn: kt 
the  Board,  it  being  in  one  of  the  most  improv- 
ing streets  in  Cliristchurch.  As  to  the  Wet 
lin^^ton  property,  there  was  no  objecticc  Xdka 
to  that.  Regarding  the  Auckland  parcbat 
there  has  been  a  difference  of  opinien  as  Is 
whether  it  was  a  good  one;  butapnick&Beii 
Auckland  was  necessary.  The  presoit  oficB 
which  the  Association  has  are  not  suit&bk.iul 
some  building  is  urgently  required,  wi  tfie 
As'^ociation  Board  took  very  carefaUr  isie 
consideration  what  property  it  was  reqais;* 
to  buy.  I  have  been  spoken  of  as  haviag  iai- 
tiated  this  purcha*?e ;  but  1  have  to  saviai 
all  I  did  was  to  direct  the  attention  of  tli 
Board  to  the  matter,  as  I  have  stated  in  at 
evidence.  I  told  the  representatives  cf  'M 
Board  who  went  up  to  Auckland  that  ikj 
should  consider  this  property  with  others. ai 
make  a  recommendation.  A  recommendaoi 
was  made,  and  the  Board  arrived  at  a  d«ir 
sion ;  and,  although  there  may  be  a  questia 
as  to  whether  the  property  was  a  ckfj? 
purchase  or  not,  it  is  so  well  sitnatci  tVit 
it  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  good  inve^tEcal 
of  the  funds  of  the  Association.  Takiif 
the  four  investments  together,  I  am  sek 
that  the  Association  will,  if  it  is  corisicetc^ 
desirable,  within  five  years,  be  able  to  sell 
them  and  make  a  large  profit.  Asregardstla 
insinuations  which  have  l)een  tlirown  ess 
about  the  influence  I  exercise  at  the  B:bju 
I  tliink  it  is  very  unfair  of  honourable  mtis- 
bers  not  to  look  at  the  evidence  which  lias  beec 
givtn  by  the  directors  singly.  Here  it  is  a 
record,  and  it,  I  think,  completely  eioneiaxJ 
me  from  the  charges  which  have  fromtiiaefc 
time  l)een  made.  All  those  various  dircc/^ 
think  that  I  did  not  use  the  influence  wliicbc 
has  been  stated  that  I  did  use  :  but  I  most  st 
that  if  I  had  exercised  such  an  in^aeoeeit 
would  have  been  perfectly  reasonable  t5  d-^s 
I  shall  read  the  opinions  of  various  meinbes 
of  the  Bcnird,  so  that  their  opinions  may  befS* 
on  rer^r^rd.  To  commence  with,  here  is  '3^ 
opinion  of  a  new  member  of  the  BoariM. 
Duthie.     Ife  says, — 

"  1  never  supposed  nominated  mcnibeis ^"^^ 
ex]Kcted  to  *  vote  with  the  Cb.airDiaii  caail 
lari^^e  questions  of  policy,'  and  the  circuE- 
stances  of  my  appointment  c>:ntirm  mv  k-I-^ 
that  nothing  is  cxpecti'd  hut  t}»  at  Twill  act '-S 
all  matters  to  the  best  cf  mv  iu '.^ment" 

^Ir.  Bell  says,— 

"The  oeciisien  referred  to  by  Mr.  >'  "' 
non,  when  Sir  Julius  st:' ted  t::.it  i''-' 
mi.'.'ht  be  laigo  que^tio'1S  of  policy  en  v. li:'";" 
tlie  (Government  iMi;dit  e-:p«  ct  the  r';^^-' 
nati^l  and  oflicinl  nn  :  ih-rs  lo  vottM'.itiiil.l 
well  remember.  It  h:i}>]U'ns  that  I  tcci  ei- 
ce])tion  to  the  theory!  while  Mr.  StiaDDff-; 
oltered  no  objection  to  it — at  the  time,  at  w 
events.     In  answer  to  my  objection.  Sir  Joli® 
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explained  that,  in  his  view,  the  object  of  having 
A  majority  of  nominated  and  official  members 
iras  to  give  the  Government  a  control  in  large 
questions  of  policy,  where  the  interest  of  the 
OoTemment — that  is,  of  the  taxpayers,  who 
guarantee — might  seem  opposed  to  the  interests 
of  the  insured,  or,  rather,  opposed  to  the  views 
of  the  representatives  of  the  insured  on  the 
Board.  I  was  dissatisfied  then,  and  said  so ; 
but  further  reflection  has  convinced  me  that 
the  position  adopted  by  Sir  Julius  was  correct, 
and  that  the  object  of  Parliament  in  creating 
a  Board  in  which  Government  officials  and 
nominees  formed  a  large  majority  must  have 
been  to  give  the  Government  a  practical  veto 
on  anything  it  thought  unwise.  But  I  consider 
that  the  suggestion  that  views  advocated  by 
Sir  Julius  were  carried  into  effect  by  Govern- 
ment pressure  upon  nominee  and  official  mem- 
bers is  answered  by  the  honourable  reputation 
of  tlie  public  officers  and  the  nominated  mem- 
bers with  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to 
^ervc  as  a  colleague." 

The  Solicitor  -  General  treats  the  matter 
with  something  approaching  to  contempt.  He 
simply  says,  *'  My  recollection  dificrs  from  that 
of  Mr.  Shannon  in  several  particulars;"  and 
here  I  may  say  that  the  Solicitor-General,  like 
other  members  of  the  Board,  thought  that  he 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  give  evidence, 
seeing  that  so  much  had  been  said  in  reference 
to  their  action.  He  and  others  considered  it 
was  unfair  that  they  should  not  have  been 
called  upon  to  give  evidence  ;  and  I  think  that 
honourable  niembers,  while  so  free  in  express- 
ing opinions  upon  the  action  of  the  directors, 
should  at  least  have  seen  that  these  gentle- 
men were  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  so 
that  they  might  defend  themselves  from  the 
cLorj^os  which  were  made  against  them.  As  to 
3Ir.  Fisher's  and  Mr.  Shannon's  opinions  on 
this  point,  they  are  so  well  kno^vn  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  mo  to  quote  them.  Then  we 
come  to  Messrs.  Bethune  and  Reid,  and  they 
say, — 

*'  In  reply  to  the  letters  addressed  to  us,  en- 
closing extracts  from  the  evidence  given  by 
iJr.  Shannon,  wc  liavo  to  say  that,  as  to  the 
statement  that  the  nominated  members  of  the 
Board  were  under  the  control  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  or  of  the  official  members  of  the 
Beard,  no  condition  wliatcver  was  imposed  or 
even  sugj^ested,  and  from  the  first  we  have 
acnod  without  any  interference,  direct  or  in- 
direct, on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

"  One  part  of  ^Ir.  Shannon's  evidence  is 
quite  correct.  Sir  Julius  Vogcl,  as  Mr.  Shannon 
states,  did,  in  the  course  of  some  general 
observations  at  the  Board,  say  that  on  large 
questions  of  policy  vitallj^  affecting  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  bearing  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Goveniment  and  its  guarantee,  he  should  ex- 
pect the  support  of  the  nominated  members. 
He  also  said,  on  a  later  occasion,  that  he  had 
never  interfered  with  the  free  actioii  of  either 
the  nominated  or  official  members.  \Vc  desire 
to  state  that,  in  fact,  there  has  been  no  inter- 
ference of  the  kind  on  any  question  that  came 
before  the  Board.    In  no  instance  have  our 


actions  or  convictions  been  controlled  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  or  by  the  official  members. 

**  It  is  considered  only  proper  for  us  to  say 
that  on  various  occasions  the  Chairman  has 
made  suggestions  regarding  the  business  of  the 
Board  which  we  found  of  valuable  practical 
usefulness." 

Mr.  Gavin  says, — 

•'  The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  never,  within 
my  knowledge,  on  any  occasion,  interfered  with 
the  voting  freedom  of  either  the  nominated  or 
official  members  of  the  Board." 

^Ir.  Hamerton  says, — 

"  I  have  never  known  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  use  any  influence  with  any  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials  upon  any  question  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  Association.  .  .  , 
So  far  as  I  can  recollect.  Sir  Julius  stated, 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  he  could  con- 
ceive that  important  questions  might  arise 
between  the  Government  and  the  Association 
where  he  might  be  justified  in  asking  for  the 
support  of  the  Government  officials  and  the 
nominated  members." 

The  position  I  took  up  was  simply  that  which 
Parliament  made  it  imperative  on  mo  to  take 
up — namely,  that,  in  case  of  urgency,  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  a  controlling  power. 
With  that  evidence  before  the  Committee,  I 
ask,  is  it  right  that  insinuations  should  be 
repeated  now  that  I  have  exercised  too  large  a 
controlling  power  ?  The  evidence  of  these 
gentlemen  is  directly  contradictory  of  such  an 
insinuation  or  assumption.  There  is  only  one 
other  matter  that  I  need  refer  to :  that  is  one 
of  the  matters  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa  —  the  payment  of  £500 
commission  to  the  agent  of  the  Government. 
I  explained  in  my  evidence  that  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  that  until  tho  matter  was  men- 
tioned to  me  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MONTC.;0:vrERY.— I  never  said  that  the 
Treasurer  had  any  knowledge  of  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGICL. —  I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  say  so ;  and  I  am  not  accus- 
ing him  of  doing  so;  but  it  was  put  forward  as 
part  of  tho  indictment  against  the  Board  that 
thev  had  paid  this  sum. 

Mr.  JklONTGOMERY.— No;  it  was  paid  by 
the  agents  in  Dunedin  employed  by  the  Board, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber mean  to  sav  that  tho  af(ont  employed 

:\rr.  MONTGOMERY.— No ;  I  said  the  fact 
was  that  the  agents  in  Dunedin  agreed  to  pay 
£35,500  for  the  property,  and  that  £'500  of 
that  was  put  on — being  an  addition  to  what  the 
owners  wanted  for  the  property — by  the  broker 
that  the  agents  of  the  Association  employed. 
The  broker  put  on  that  .sum  in  order  to  get  his 
commission. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — As  I  siiy,  I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  matter  until  it  w-as  brought  under 
my  notice  in  the  Committee;  and  subsequent 
evidence  given  by  the  Premier,  who  was  practi- 
cally accused,  when  I  was  examined,  of  being  a 
party  to  tho  matter,  showed  that  the  facts 
were  these  :  that  the  property  belonged  to  a 
largo  number  of  persons,  and  it  was  trust  pro- 
perty— that  those  persons  had  agreed  to  a  mini- 
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mnm  price  which  they  would  tAko,  and  that 

fricc  did  not  include  payment  of  commission, 
t  was  then  agreed  between  tlio  agents  for  the 
vendors  and  the  agents  who  won^  acting  for  the 
solicitors  for  the  Insurance  Associatiuu  that 
there  should  be  an  extra  amount  ])ut  on 
to  cover  a  commission  of  £'5<)0,  niakiPR  t!io 
price  of  the  property  to  be  £:J5,r>(>:),  altlion<,'h 
the  cestui  que  trust  would  got  but  i:.io,(MK). 
It  was  a  matter  of  which  the  JJoard  knew 
nothing,  nor  do  I  see  any  other  plan  which 
could  have  been  adoptcil  for  paying?  broker«vqe 
and  commis-^ion.  As  I  liave  said,  I  know- 
little  of  the  matter;  and,  at  any  nito,  I  do  not 
think  it  ifi  one  tliat  calls  for  the  coii.>ideration 
of  this  House.  The  nio^t  imporii.nt  question 
rai<«  i  in  tli  »  disenssi(»ii  is  th«'  la-^t  one  witli 
whicli  I  shiU  (lijii— tliat  is,  thf  (jM.'stion  of 
the  eoiwtitr.tion  of  the  Ho'\r<l.  In  tl.»»  manner 
ivhif^h  has  h.  eoinc  so  familiar  in  tins  House 
>v('  ha\e  hiM'-d  that  there  is  a  diner'-iu't?  he- 
twi'  •u  the  I'n'niiir  and  otiior  nieiubcrs  of  tlie 
C.ihiin't.  ar«l  tnat  tins  Bill  uo.-s  nol  eniho-lv 
the  views  of  tiie  I'leiuier.  It  is  quite  true  tliat 
when  tlic  Premier  v.:\s  f^ivini?  evidenee  ho  sn  )ke 
in  favour  of  an  .nicer  b  iiig  aj^poiuted  wim 
should  holil  oriif-e  ilr.rinj^  good  Ix  haviour.  llv 
\vas  asked  to  j»ivi.-  eviih  nee,  and  he  j;ave  it  on 
the  spur  of  tlie  moiiu-nt.  How  far  he  siiii 
jvlli-Tc'S  to  v.Uat  he  said  1  <lo  not  know;  hut  I 
dv)  know  tVi-  :  that  tiie  liill  was  a]innn-iul  in 
('al)in(^t  hv  rvr"v  i:i'inl)'»r  of  tlie  (ioveniint  nt, 
and  that  th.  Pr.uiicri>  ju^t  as  miieh  n.  .pon^ihl.; 
for  tlio  r/ill  .\s  Jiiv-^lf.  altiioii'.ii  I  liavi'  ci»r.r';.« 
of  it.  As  r'f^ards  t!.e  )n)int  tliat  an  olheer 
should  ho  ai  ''t  )int<Ml  to  hold  olliee  durinif  :/>v)»l 
lii^'-iaviour,  t!:.'  h.'^nonrahie  nn  mlxT  fi»r  Ak.iroa 
reft  rred  to  the  caso  of  the  I'uhlie  Tnistj^',  t«) 
j;iv(  us  an  i:>tau«'e  of  what  l:n  ui-ant ;  on-l  it 
is  for  the  H'uiso  to  con-iil'.r  wlicLher  it  is  (1«  .sir- 
ahh'  to  make  such  an  apn  'int'iieiit.  Ciitainly 
Rueh  an  api^ointinent  wor.ld  n-lii've  the  (iov(M-n- 
nieiit  from  n^^pousihilitv.  Tin?  Puhiic  Trust 
Pe]);»rtine:it  is  a  v(rv  pocul'ar  one.  Tlu-n^ 
you  li.u"e  a  Puhlio  Tr;iste(»  apnointod  dviriii.L; 
^'H\\  bc'hav;  )ur,  hut  lu  is  still  uiuirr  tlie  dine- 
tion  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  If  thi'^  olih-e 
hec^amo  vacant,  and  another  Puhlie  Tru.^tee 
lia.l  to  1)0  J.  i^poiutcd,  I  should  not  reeoninu'u  I 
an  app(vLntiiiont  to  be  made  of  the  Pinif  kind, 
hnl  slunild  hrin;;  the  matt*T  bcfoi-i"  tlie  House. 
1  ha^'e  never  coin-*  into  collision  with  tlie  Pub- 
lic Trustee,  and  tf)  nil  praciieal  intents  and 
purposes  the  thint,'  \Nori:s  well:  v<t  it  is  (juite 
ronctivable  tliat.  if  a  oilh  renee  of  opinion  ar-  sc. 
hetween  tl'c  Public  Trust. h;  and  tlie  Trea->iirer, 
the  I'ublie  Tru--tf.i  eouUl  :i-^»Tt  th.at  he  \\;;s 
quite  indi'pt\.dent  of  t'.ic  ci-i.tiol  (*f  the  Trni- 
surer,  and  the  Treasurer  could  do  n«'iilier  riore 
nor  less  tliau  tell  tiie  ilou^e  that  he  w>is  n  >t 
responsible  for  tlie  niana^.  nu-nt  of  tht*  Public 
Tru-tee's  P'  '■  Ttment.  Xow,  tlie  House,  on  tlie 
other  hand,  consider.-^  tliat  t'-e  Ooverninent  i> 
r 'Sj^on^ihle  for  the  managem  nt  of  the  1^'ihiie 
Trustf^c's  Depart nu'iit.  (Ju.>iio!;s  an-  put  in 
tile  Hon.;?  re^artiin*^  it,  and  qiu.^tion-;  :'re  eoii- 
stantly  nu -tid  in  the  countrv,  and  the  (.  .vi-ra- 
nient  is  evidently  considered  tct  1.  >  i.  ^noji^iole. 
bir,  I  cann(»t  reeommend  that  v.e  ."should  adopt 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


an  analogous  coarse  by  saying  that  tbe  Cs- 
missioner  of  Life  Insurance  shonld  be  pet  is i- 
position  from  which  he  should  not  be  leoair 
able  except  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  two  HoaM^ 
for  that  would  practically  remove  him  frm 
the  control  of  the  Government.     It  might  vH 
well  for  a  time;   it  might  work  well  alwaji; 
but  it  is  clear  that  the  House  would  nothaTZfr 
ri^ht  to  look  to  the  Government  to  berespofi- 
sible  in  cases  of  differences  of  opinion,  sissi 
they  would  have  placed  the  officer  in  s  pGa*! 
tiou  which  would  render  him  not  oniyablft^ 
assert,  but  would  justify  him  in  asserdog.  lili 
opinion  over  that  of  the  Government.    I  ibkfci 
that  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  CfCNk; 
sarilv  must  have  that  position — the  positicm  <£\ 
ii"i  lin^  ohice  during  good  behaviour — ^beesssfti 
tiiat  makes  him,  and  it  is  the  only  way  to  makt 
liim,  indi'pendcnt  of  the  Government ;  but  iba^* 
any  other  api)ointmcnt  should  be  made  is  h\ 
similar  manner  is  open  to  the  greatest  pc^bSi 
oljjection.     Practically,   an  oflficer,  sppoinfiali 
unit»r  such  term?,  unless  guilty  of  great  we^ 
eoii  luet,  or  unless  ho  goes  out  of  his  miu'-lii 
-•ii"  fnmi  any  interference  with  his  funcno^ 
ivn.l  therefore  an  appointment  of  the  kind  » 
V.  ill  Uy  inconsistent  with   our  idea  of  itspcs- 
^djiiity  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  asii 
riiose  wiio  elect  them.     Were  .«5uch  a  co&is* t» 
I-.'  luloptcd  with  the  Insurance  Association  ta# 
statutory  ofiicer  appointed  might  be  s  gratf' 
.Miece-s ;    but    such   an    immense  amocnt  of 
re'-pon.sil)ility    would    rest    in     his    hands  ii 
tiie    management    of    so    large    an    aflair  » 
til  is  —  or,    rather,    I    should    say,    be  wcgH 
iiave  sucli  an  amount  of  irresponsibility,  aii 
ueh  an  amount  of  personal  individual  Kffiiiol 
would  be  Riven   to   him,    as  I    do  not  beL'e« 
;.nv  individual  on  earth  i^ssest^es  in  ccaiws- 
iioji    with    largo    insurance   conipiuie*.    I* 
nr  rai'ers  of  all  insurance  companies  that  i» 
ill  existence  are  res2"»ousible  to  boards  of  i^ifl- 
!i;.  ;u  nt  or  boards  of  control,  what^^ver  ship* 
tJn'ir  t^'U^.siitution  may  be.     To  appoint  an  ine- 
niu.;'J  Ic  ofiicer  would,  I  think,  be  unwise:  bot 
of  e.)uise  it  would  relievo  the  Government  free 
r.'-}>  ■  isioilty.    Sir.  I  shall  not  detain  the  Ho:3« 
furl  Me'-,  beyond  adding  that  I  ask  honousi-s* 
ni  :n!nrs  to  read    tlie  evidence    dirou:!',  as^ 
th-'ii    to  say   wlietlnT   they   consider  Urn*  ^ 
c-tnclu -i'n  of  the  Committee  is  not  niowjcst 
ai.  i  iieue  in  eon>oiK«nce  with  the  evideiioc  thai 
are  son. I'  of  ihe  opinions  which  have  l>ei.ns- 
2)rfS^e'i  t.d-i  evenin:::. 

Motion  a  -reed  to. 

I'.dl  con^^idered  in  Committ«.-e,  and  prosit 
n  p  iried.. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  p^ 
one  o'ek»ck  a.i.i. 
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«ty  Bill  —  Deceased  Persons'  Estates  Duties 
ill  —  Harlx)urR  Bill  — Deeds  and  Instmments 
egistration  Bill. 

le  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
past  two  o'clock. 

lATERS. 

LIBRARY, 
le  Hon.  ^Ir.  G.  R.  JOHNSON,  in  moving  the 
on  standing  in  his  name,  wished  to  explain 
motive  he  had  in  moving  it.  A  few  days 
e,  the  Council,  by  resolution,  adopted  the 
rt  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee  relating 
lie  rules  for  the  use  of  the  library  during 

coming  recess.  Those  rules  were  very 
Jar  to  rules  which  had  been  adopted  in 
ler  years  for  the  same  purpose ;  but  they 
not  in  any  way  provide  for  the  taking  of 
ss  away  from  Wellington  by  members  aiter 

session  was  over.    In  fact,  such  a  system 

not  been  in  vogue  up  to  the  present  time. 
m  the  adoption  of  the  report  a  message  was 
b  to  the  House  of  Representatives  request- 

the  concurrence  of  that  branch  of  the 
[islature  in  the  report.  In  reply,  the  House 
Representatives  had  expressed  a  strong 
ire  til  at  the  use  of  the  library  during  the 
ess  should  be  extended  to  members  of  both 
aches  of  the  Legislature  by  enabling  them 

take  books  to  their  homes  or  to  have 
iks  sent  to  tlicir  homes.  For  this  purpose 
ly  suggested  that  the  report  be  sent  back 
the  Joint  Library  Committee  for  the  pur- 
le  of  framing  rules  which  would  admit 
Buch  a  change  in  the  present  custom  ;  but 
bre  that  could  bo  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
ttee  it  seemed  necessary  that  the  resolution 
iich  had  been  passed  the  other  day  should  be 
winded. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "That  the 
lolntion  of  the  2nd  August,  adopting  the 
port  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  be  read 
id  rescinded,  in  order  that  the  report  may  bo 
fen-i.-d  back  to  the  Joint  Committee  for  the 
osideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  House 

ReprcscTitntives,  as  communicated  to  the 
)uncil  in  Mos>Ligc  No.  83;  and  that  the  report 
)  so  refoiTed  accordingly." — (Uo7i.  Mr.  G.  H. 

Motion  agreed  to.  | 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
The  Hon.  I^Ir.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  the  New 
ealand  Lonn  Bill,  the  second  reading  of 
hich  I  have  to  move,  is  to  authorize  a  loan  of 
1,325,000  for  tlic  construction  of  certain  rail- 
•ays,  as  hiid  down  in  the  schedule.  Sections 
to  14  and  17  to  19  are  similar  to  the  sections 
1  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Act  of  1882,  and, 
ifart.  are  similar  to  all  Loan  Acts  that  have 
een  pas^^od  by  this  Legislature.  They  merely 
rovido  t'ue  machinery  for  raising  the  loan, 
he  app«,intni>  nt  of  ag'^nts,  the  issue  of  short- 
»t<'(l  debentures  pending  the  negotiation  of 
he  loan,  and  that  the  moneys  borrowed  during 
he  time  of  the  negotiation  shall  not  exceed  in 
he  whole  the  sum  of  £1,325,000.  Sections  15 
•od  16  are  a  substitute  for  section  15  of  the 


Act  of  1882,  and  make  provision  for  tying  down 
the  loan  to  the  objects  stated  in  the  schedule. 
There  is  a  new  provision  which  has  not  been  in 
any  Loan  Act  before,  and  it  is  this :  In  section 
16  it  is  provided, — 

"  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  that  it 
shall  not  be  within  the  power  of  the  Governor 
to  recommend  to  Parliament  the  appropriation 
of  ajiy  port  of  the  moneys  hereby  authorized 
to  bo  borrowed  to  any  purposes  other  than  those 
set  forth  in  the  said  schedule,  or,  in  respect  of 
each  of  such  purposes,  to  a  greater  amount  in 
the  whole  than  the  sum  respectively  .set  opposite 
to  each." 

That  is,  the  amounts  in  the  schedule  can- 
not be  diverted  from  one  railway  to  another. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  course  has  not 
been  adopted  with  previous  loans.  Take,  for 
example,  the  Loan  Act  of  1882 :  wo  there  find 
in  the  schedule  sums  devoted  to  particular 
lines  and  for  particular  purposes,  but  I  regret 
to  say  that  that  was  never  adhered  to.  It  was 
treated  as  one  loan,  and  spent  broadcast  over 
the  colony  for  other  objects  than  that  which  it 
was  intended  for  by  Parliament.  I  consider  thatj 
this  is  a  great  improvement.  The  Government 
cannot  recommend  to  Parliament  the  appro- 
priation of  any  moneys  out  of  this  loan  beyond 
those  specified  in  the  schedule,  and  for  each 
particular  purpose  as  there  laid  down.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  Bill  that  I  can  give  any  further 
explanation  about.  Most  of  the  clauses  aro 
merely  machinery  clauses  in  order  to  raise  the 
loan.  It  is  simply  a  question  for  the  Council  to 
consider  whether  they  are  disposed  to  pass  the 
Bill.  They  have  all  the  infoiTnation  before 
them  in  the  Bill  itself,  and  I  therefore  move 
the  second  reading.  I  may  add  that  I  trust 
there  will  be  no  opposition  to  it.  Indeed,  1  do 
not  expect  there  can  he  any  opposition  to  such 
a  Bill  as  this.  Ic  is  only  a  question  whether 
we  ore  to  go  on  with  tliese  railways,  or  whether 
we  are  to  allow  them  to  stand  as  they  are.  It 
would  be  ruination  to  the  colon}'  if  wo  were 
to  take  the  latter  course. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  probably 
this  w*ill  bo  a  convenient  time  for  me  to  inform 
the  Council  as  to  the  course  I  propose  to  pursuo 
in  reference  to  this  Bill.  I  do  not  at  all  pro- 
pose to  refuse  to  assent  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill:  on  tho  contrary,  I  am  not  cnc  of 
those  who  think  that  wc  can  at  once  stop  all 
loans,  though  it  is  open  to  consideration  v.iiether 
or  not,  at  all  events,  it  might  not  be  advantage- 
ous to  stop  some  works  at  the  present  time.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  necessary  that  wo  should  carry 
on  some  of  these  works,  at  all  events.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  should  have  given  us 
some  information  as  to  tho  state  that  these 
railways  aro  in,  so  that  we  miglit  know  vrhat  is 
likelv  to  ho  required  to  complete  them,  and 
whether  anv  more  money  should  be  ex^^Midcd 
on  them.  However,  I  will  not  go  intotli.it  part 
of  the  question  at  the  present  time.  Th"  con- 
venient time  to  do  so  will  he  aiter  the  Cuiumit- 
tee,  which  I  am  about  to  move  for,  has  given  us 
the  information  which  I  di-'siro  should  be  ob- 
tained. ;My  object  in  moving  for  this  Commit- 
tee is  this :  that  we  should  sec  tho  way  wo  are 
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.going :  that  we  should  not  only  perform  our 
fun c lions,  but  also  see  ^hat  is  our  duty  in  the 
matter,  and  we  should,  as  far  as  possible,  per- 
form that  <luty.  With  re^rard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  railway.-*,  the  law  is  very  plain  and  ver>' 
clear.  In  an  Act  passed  in  lHiS2  on  the  subject 
of  public  works  there  arc  clauses  from  which  it 
apjiurs  to  me  tluit  some  of  the  works  now  pro- 
pt)>.  il  ha\e  n(»t  bt  en  authorized.  I  am  not  prc- 
pare<l  to  say  at  present  that  tbrit  is  the  case,  as 
1  uni  r.ot  in  pos^e•«su>n  of  sulticient  information 
to  ^l■tllk  \\ith  any  accuracy  as  to  the  position 
of  tln>e  riuh\u\s.  lUitcliiuse  121)  of  the  Public 
Wi'iks  Act  of  1-"*^J  ^uys  that  **  Kvery  railway 
shall  be  made  (»iily  unoer  the  authority  of  a 
sjHciiil  Art,  whieli  sliall  state  as  marly  as  may 
bt«  tin-  line  of  the  railway  and  the  two  ter- 
mini tl.encjf."  Now.  I  apinehend  that  that  is 
a\<»v  <b  ur  iiislru(;tu»n  that  we  mu>t  bo  pro- 
vitiiii  With  tins  nifi'inmtioii  before  we  authorize 
a  railway  to  be  made:  and  when  we  are  fur- 
ni.^lud  with  tliiit,  and  the  railway  is  proposed, 
tin  n  we  are  in  a  p<'«-iti<»n  of  bcinft  al)le  to  say 
*'  Yes  "  or  •*  No"'  to  tluit  nidway.  I  should  like 
to  pt»iiit  out  It)  the  Council  that  this  is  exceed- 
in;^!  \  iinpoiuint.  If  un  .AuthorizatiiJU  Act  were 
not  1*  (jUirtd,  tl'.vu  the  (loverninent  mi;;ht  at 
any  time  oi»tain  uu  m-y  to  make  any  railways 
it  tliouuht  lit,  or  put  us  in  the  position  of 
throw  ii.-^  out  a  T.ill  of  importance,  probably 
iiiv(«lviiis/  api  r'>i  nati'  lis  fi*r  other  purposes  as 
wi  11  Us  railwms  ;  and  tlu  ivfore  it  is  iin}H)rtant 
that  tiiLi-e  sliouhi  be  a  special  Authorization 
Aet  auihoriziii.u  the  railways  to  be  made.  That 
is  n  Minslinn  f(^r  the  Council  to  decide  when 
the  IJ  11  IS  bioiij^ht  in.  We  should  then  be  in 
a  i-i'vitum  to  sa\  **  Yes"  or  *'No"  to  that  rail- 
vuv.  iUit,  assuming  that  these  are  new  rail- 
w:'\s — 1  do  noi  a>^ume  that  they  are  :  1  rather 
a^^uuie  liie  ( jyvj-ite — we  ^houid  be  placed  in 
th«'  inifiirtunate  ]V)-ition  of  beuj,^  compelled  to 
throw  out  tl:e  w h-  le  of  the  Hill,  with  all  the 
oi)u  r  api.roj.riawt'us.  'll.crefore  it  is  of  the 
vny  hi^t  imiH  il;.i.<e  that  the  autliorizatii>n 
hhoiiid  be  in  a  J. ill  that  we  can  thai  with  and 
anui.il,  as  well  as  say  "  Yes"  or  "No"  to.  Not 
only  is  that  my  o[  inion,  but  that  is  also  the 
opinii-n  of  tlie  !.•  i.-latuie;  and  the  Lrgisla- 
turc.  in  dcaliii.u'  wiih  this  subject,  deals  wiih  it 
hy  enacting  tiiat  the  con.-.t ruction  of  lailwavs 
shail  only  be  u:i(it  r  sj)ccial  Ihils.  The  Uill 
poi'.s  on  to  pru\i<ii-,  wiien  a  railway  is  au- 
thori/nl  under  this  .Vet,  what  the  ^lini^ter  for 
ruhlic  Wi.rks  ih:iv  do.  He  is  the  p(  isoii  who 
li;is  chai;,'e  of  tl^  i.uh\ays,aiul  he  is  the  person 
wiic)  has  th<'  cuii-'inu'lion  of  them.  The  only 
powtis  gi\e[i  for  tiie  eon■^truction  of  railwavs 
are  tin?  }MAMi>  ;;uin  unaer  tiii.s  Act,  and  all 
railw.  v.>>  in  New  /  .liand  must  be  made  under 
thi^  \ct — at  any  lati',  as  1  r^ad  it.  Clause 
l:il  i;ives  this  jMWcr.  It  hhv.h,  '*  Subject  to 
the  rt  strictions  hi  rein  s)iecilicd,  the  I^linister 
may  do  the  fuil  >win.-j  thii.;;s  in  ivsiieet  of  any 
railway  autliori/.cd  by  a  siujcial  Act" — that  is, 
lie  may  m.iko  any  railv.iVy  as  dctined.  The 
>\h(  it?  .\ct  is  forim  d  ui  on  the  i>rinciplo  that 
the  fouiulation  of  the  iiiakin<i  of  any  railway 
is  to  be  by  special  \cl.  The  Legislature  has 
diait  with  it  in  that  way,  too,  from  1876, 
Hon,  Sir  F.  Whitakcr 


when  an  Authorization  Act  was  passed  da 
the  Government  of  Sir  George  Grey.    3 
Act^at  page  269  of  the  New  Zealand  Stitt 
of  1878 — is  a  special   Act  passt^d  aachoai 
twenty-five  different  railways  in  various  fi 
of  the  country  under  different  name^    H 
is  the  foundation  of  the   railways  autbodi 
before.    Then,  subsequently  to  that,  ocher9 
have  from  time  to  time  been  pa.s<^H3.    Is  IS 
three  Bills  were  passed  authoriziiig  nil 
In  18t*2,  lK*s3,  and  18^4  none  were  passed. 
lhS4   special  authorization   was  given  for 
railways,  and  in  188.3  authorization  wa6  gi'«cs 
four  railways;  so  that  we  have  here  t^tz 
five  railways  in  the  first  instance,  and  thiiSi 
others,  which  make  thirty -eijzht  railwayi 
thorized  altogether.     After  this  Bid  yste 
into  my  hands,  on  its  being  circulait:  3, 1 1 
at  these  railways,  and,  having  hail  .someuil 
to  do  with  the  Government   during;  tht  a| 
at  which  several  of  these  lines  were  autLo; 
some  of  the  names  struck  mc  as  being  pe< 
I  did  not  know^  them  by  the  names  by 
they  were  put  down,  and   it   struck  m 
it  was  a  question  whether   or   fcct  all  t 
railways  had  been  authorized.     I  do  aot 
they  have  not  been  authorized — they  may 
been  or  they  may  not  have  been — but 
the  railways  authorized  from  In'^I  to  l-^^S, 
tlie  twenty-five  railways  to  wh  ich  I  have  aLc-. 
I  cannot  trace  some  of  theiu  by  their  jiASsat 
They   may  not   be   new — they  may  be  naia 
other  names ;    but  I   think   the    Loimcr.  eq 
agree  with  me    that,  when   wo   arc  a--k:£  ■ 
pass  a  Bill  of  this  description,  we  shoa'i  ai 
that  these  railways  have  been  prviperiy  acJi» 
riz(d.     It  would  probably  be   convenient  to dl 
thai  when  the  Bill  for  the  appr  >priati'»::c:UB 
money  for    these   rail  ways   i>  Ik  lore  ::» :   n< 
when  we  arc  asked  to  pa^^s  a  Bill  of  this  t-ai 
merely  authorizing   the  raisir.g  of  th>  i-  a^jr 
for  particular  purposes,  there  is  no  authoritr© 
spuid  the  money  ac  all.     Where  v.e  hasr  tt 
look  for  it  is  in  the  Public  Works  Anjiroprutia 
Act.    Now,  these  railways  may  or  may  li^'tiisw 
been  duly  authorized.  r>everal  of  theiii  are  'J-« 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  the->c  duT.rcal 
Acts.     But  with  regard  to  some  cf  tlu:r..  Id« 
not  know  that  they  have  bL».n  authcT..:t.i  rf 
all.     1  want  to  impress  on  tu  >  fouucu  tbis: 
that  it  is  not  only  the  function  i«f   l.ie  Ccuiifil 
but  it  is  its  absolute  duty,  to  see  ::i:i:  ttcst 
things  are  carried  out  in  accfniance  v\.:-. 'J:* 
law.     The  law  specially  provi'Ks  v»l.it  I  a4« 
said,  and  it  is  to  be  by  a  sjK-cial  Bili  ic  '<  ccfr 
sidered  by  the  Legishituie,   and    the  L'.i;-^^ 
ture  is  to  declare  its  will  in   tlie  id.-.-i  f,nJ«I 
mode  it  can  do  it— that  is,  by  an  Act,  ar..i  '^ 
a  special  Act  for  that  particular  ].ar}v-..  I 
.say  it  is  our  absolute  duty  to  s.e  tliat  i.tpre- 
vi^ions  of  Acts  of  Parliament  of  th.^.t  ue>cnp- 
tion   are   properly   carried    out.      'Ih.\v  roay. 
in  this  instance,   have    been   properiy  CArr.ri 
out ;  but,  at  all  events,   I  sav  lo  t.ie  CouucJ 
it  will  be  a  neglect  of   its  duty  ti'  p.i-5  tbi 
present  Bill  and  allow  these  railways  to  coift 
the  form  in  which  they  are  iJ:oing  witii>'Ut  A-<ef* 
taiiiing  whether  we  are  acting  hi  acconiaLM 
with  the  terms  of  the  law.    I  hope  it  wih  la 
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found  that  it  is  bo,  although  as  to  some  of  the 
lailways  I  do  not  expect  that  it  is  at  all  neces- 
sary they  should  he  continued.    But  I  shall  not 
be  prepared  to  throw  out  the  Bill  or  deal  with 
it  in  any  rude  way.     But  we  should  take  care 
to  see  that  we  are  legislating  in  accordance 
with  the  law.    We  have  deliberately  made  the 
law  for  a  special  purpose,  and  it  ought  to  be 
complied  with.    I  ask  honourable  members  to 
look  at  the  authorizations  which  have  taken 
place  from  1878  to  1885,  and  to  tell  me  where 
it  is  under  any  of  those  Acts  that  all  these 
i&ilways  have  been  authorized.     I  say,  if  that 
is  the  case — that  any  of  these  railways  are  not 
ftuthorized — we  are  taking  a  irregular  course 
in  passing  this  Bill.     What  subsequent  course 
it  will  be  necessary  to  take  in  that  event  will 
be  matter  for  after-consideration ;  I  will  not 
go  into  that  matter  now.     At  all   events,   I 
say  that  the  Council  ought  not,   under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  to  go  blindly  on  per- 
mitting the  dealing  with  large  sums  of  money 
in  this  way,  and  afterwards  to  find  that  these 
large  sums   of  money  are  likely  to  be  spent 
in  a  way  not  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 
Assuming   that  this  Bill  is  passed   as   it   is, 
and  that  an  Appropriation  Bill  is  afterwards 
sent  down   for  so  much  money  this  year  for 
these  particular  railways,  the  railways  could 
not  be  made  if  they  are  not  authorized   by 
a  special  Act.     The  money  would  be   appro- 
priated,   but  this    Public    Works    Act    would 
stand  in  the  way  of  it,  as  it  declares  that  the 
Minister,  who  is  the    proper  person   to  make 
these  railways,  should  not  make  them  unless 
he  has  the    authority  of   the  Legislature  to 
do  so.    There  is  no  mode  that  I  know  of  by 
which  we  can  legally  make  a  railway  except 
under  this    Act,   which   drclares   they   •'shall 
be  made  only  " — a  very  strong  word — **  under 
the  authority  of  a  special  Act."     I  desire  to 
throw  no  obstacle  or  difliculty  in  the  way  of  the 
passage  of  this  Bill,  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
take  any  steps  at  all  on  the  second  reading — I 
propose,  if  it  ba  necessary,  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  second  reading  is 
passed,  I  shall  propose  the  special  resolution  of 
which  1  have  given  notice.     The  object  of  that 
resolution  is  "to   ascertain — (1)   Whether  the 
several  railways  specified  in  the  schedule  have 
been  authorized  by  special  Act,  as  required  by 
law ;  (2)   also,  as  to  any  of  the  said  railways 
tliat  are    not    new,   the    state    of    the   works 
thereon  ;  and  to    report    fully  thereon  to  the 
Council/*     When   wo   are   asked  to  pass  this 
Bill  I    think   it   would   be   unfair   to   ask  us 
to  pass   it   unless   we  find  we  are   acting   in 
conformity  with  the  law  in  doing  so.     I  hope 
we  are   acting  in   conformity  with  the   law ; 
but  when  the   Committee  which   I  intend  to 
move   for   sits  for    tho    purpose  I  have  indi- 
cated it  may  be  able  to  trace  these  railways 
if  they  have  been  authorized  under  any  other 
name.     I  am  not  sulficiently  acquainted  with 
the  names  to  be  able  to  say  whether  that  is  so 
or  is  not  so;  but  1  say  it  will  be  a  neglect  of 
duty  on  the  part  of   the   Council  if  it  is  not 
and  they  do  not  como  to  a  determination  to 
B&y  that  they  will  act  in  conformity  with  the 


law.  And,  having  looked  into  this  matter,  and 
finding  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  matter 
stands  at  the  present  time,  we  may  be  led  into- 
acting  not  in  conformity  with  the  law.  What 
brought  this  matter  specially  under  my  notice 
was  this  :  It  so  happens  that  in  the  Harbours 
Act  now  before  the  Council  there  is  a  special 
clause  in  reference  to  the  harbours  of  West- 
port  and  Greymouth.  I  have  not  gone  into 
the  question  of  how  the  matter  stands  in  re- 
ference  to  special  Acts  being  necessary  for  tho 
purposes  indicated  in  that  clause,  but  I  pre- 
sume that  special  Acts  are  necessary.  I  will 
read  the  clause.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  construction  of  breakwaters  at  West- 
port  and  Greymouth  by  the  respective  Harbour 
Boards  at  those  porta,  and  all  acts  and  things 
in  relation  to  such  construction,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  authorized  under  a 
special  Act  as  from  the  sixth  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four." 

Well,  Sir,  what  appears  is  this  :  If  a  special 
Act  is  necessary,  then  the  expenditure  on  those 
harbours  has  not  been  according  to  law  ;  and 
the  mode  of  curing  this  has  been  to  antedate 
the  clause,  so  as  to  give  a  lawfulness  to  tho  ex- 
penditure ever  since  the  Gth  November,  1884. 
However,  the  clause  does  not  seem  to  me  to  do 
what  is  intended  ;  though  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into  that.  I  do  not  want  to  lead  the  Council  into 
the  consideration  of  a  question  of  harbours.  All 
I  say  in  reference  to  this  matter  is  this  :  that,, 
if  a  special  Act  is  reqtiirud,  then  illegal  expendi- 
ture has  been  going  on.  Now,  wo  shall  be  in 
exactly  the  same  position  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  Although  tho  money  may  be  voted, 
yet  the  expenditure  will  be  illegal  without  a 
special  Act.  In  regirJ  to  these  railways,  we 
may  be  going  on  spending  money  not  authorized 
and  then  after  a  year  wo  should  have  to  pass 
something  like  what  1  have  remarked  on  in  the 
Harbours  Act.  That  opens  our  eyes  to  the 
course  we  should  pursue,  so  as  not  to  fall  into 
the  same  mistake  in  reference  to  the  rail- 
ways. But  about  the  railways  there  can  be  no 
question.  Authorization,  as  I  understand  it, 
if  there  is  any  meaning  in  language  and  Acts 
of  Parliament,  it  is  perfectly  clear  must  be 
by  Act.  I  repeat,  with  regard  to  some  of 
these  railways  for  which  this  money  is  to  be 
raised,  there  may  be  a  special  Act,  but  I  can- 
not trace  it.  I  think  tho  Council  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  a  question  wliich  ought  to 
be  cleared  up  before  wo  proceed  further  in 
the  matter.  If  we  appoint  a  Committee  to 
see  how  many  of  these  railways  are  author- 
ized, when  the  report  comes  up  from  the  Com- 
mittee it  will  be  a  matter  for  consideration 
by  the  Government  or  the  Council  as  to  what 
course  should  be  pursued.  If  it  turns  out 
that  all  is  right,  then  wo  shall  be  in  the 
position  of  having  done  our  duty.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  found  that  the  railways  have 
not  been  authorized,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
what  the  course  should  bo  to  get  over  the  difli- 
culty. As  to  the  raising  of  this  loan  of  £1,325,000, 
I  shall  probably  say  something  upon  that  by- 
and-by,  when  we  got  further  into  this  question* 
In  the  meantime  I  think  it  is  hardly  worth 
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Tvhile  discussing  the  question,  pending  the 
decision  of  the  point  which  I  have  raised.  I 
tJiink  on  the  whole  it  is  not  very  desirable  that 
we  should  go  into  a  debate  now,  as  that  would 
come  in  better  at  a  future  time,  when  we  have 
got  all  the  information  before  us.  If  it  be  a 
question  of  passing  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  I  shall  vote  for  it,  reserving  to  myself  the 
right  of  taking  any  action  which  I  may  think 
proper  and  desirable  at  a  future  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
must  be  quite  clear  to  every  honourable  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  great 
loss  of  time  to  proceed  any  further  with  this 
measure.  What  is  the  object  of  passing  the 
second  rea>ding  of  this  Bill,  with  the  information 
we  have  before  us  with  respect  to  the  position 
of  these  railways  that  are  named  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Loan  Bill  ?  If  we  pass  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  and  afterwards  the 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker's  motion  is  car- 
ried, and  the  matter  is  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  the  report  of  that  Committee  sets 
forth  that  several  of  these  railways  have  not 
the  sanction  of  Parliament — which  it  is  abso- 
futely  necessary  they  should  have — it  seems 
to  me,  then,  that  we  should  have  passed  the 
second  reading  of  a  Loan  Bill  necessary  to  the 
borrowing  of  £1,325,000  for  purposes  to  which 
the  money  cannot  be  applied.  I  understand 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds  to  say  that  this  money 
is,  in  parliamentary  language,-  "  ear-marked  " — 
that  is,  that  every  portion  of  this  money  is  for 
special  purposes,  as  set  forth  in  the  schedule  of 
this  Bill.  As  I  have  said,  if  we  pass  the  second 
reading  we  shall  be  authorizing  the  borrowing 
•  of  money  for  purposes  to  which  it  cannot  be 
applied.  Then,  I  may  ask,  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  money  ?  We  do  not  want  to  borrow 
any  more  money  than  we  require.  We  do  not 
want  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  and  leave 
it  locked  up  in  the  Treasury, 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  will  not  be  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  the  money 
gets  there  I  think  some  object  would  be  dis- 
covered to  which  it  might  be  applied.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  told  us  that  this 
money  is  to  be  borrowed  for  certain  purposes, 
and  will  not  be  applied  except  to  the  purposes 
set  forth  in  the  schedule.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  the  money  can  only  be 
applied  to  those  purposes,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  find  a  use  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— What  I  mean 
to  say  is  this :  that  it  can  only  be  applied  for 
the  purposes  specified  in  the  schedule ;  but  these 
railways  are  authorized,  and  the  money  will  be 
expended  upon  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Exactly ;  but, 
then,  I  am  not  going  to  take  these  things  for 
granted.  The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  has 
pointed  out  clearly  that  we  have  no  right,  in 
borrowing  a  large  sum  of  money,  to  be  walking 
in  the  dark :  we  must  know  what  we  are  doing. 
We  must  have  an  Act  of  Parliament,  I  under- 
stand— and  so  thinks  every  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  presume — ^for  every  railway  that  is  to  be 
made.  We  are  not  to  take  the  honourable 
Hon.  Sir  F,  Whitaker 


gentleman's  ipse  dixit  for  it  that  these  nil. 
ways  are  all  authorized  by  Act's  of  Parliament. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  has  plainly 
told  us  that  ho  cannot  discover  the  names  of 
some  of  them.  It  is  possible  the  names  m&y 
have  been  changed  ;  but  we  do  not  know  that 
That  is  the  question  wliich  has  to  be  ascer- 
tained— whether  those  railways  in  the  schedule 
are  authorized  or  not.  If  they  are  not  aaUio- 
rized  we  shall  be  sanctioning  the  borrowing  of  % 
sum  of  money  the  expenditure  of  which,  by- 
Eknd-by,  I  suppose,  an  Authorization  Act  wOl 
come  down  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  right  it  will  be  all 
right;  but  that  question  has  to  be  considered: 
and  until  we  have  made  ourselves  perfectly  sue 
by  referring  the  matter  to  a  Committee,  and 
after  ascertaining  whether  those  railways  are 
sanctioned  by  Act,  I  do  not  see  what  is  the  good 
of  our  proceeding  further  with  the  Bill.  If  ve 
proceed  with  this  Bill,  and  discover  that  these 
railways  are  not  sanctioned  by  Act,  what  is  the 
next  step  ?  I  think  wo  shall  be  proceeding  in, 
a  direction  we  shall  have  to  retrace,  and  go 
through  very  much  more  trouble  than  if  we 
stop  at  the  present  time  and  see  that  every- 
thing we  are  doing  is  right.  I  think,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  would  be  very  much  better 
if  the  honourable  gentleman,  after  what  has 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
were  to  postpone  the  second  reading  of  tbc  Bill 
until  we  get  a  report  from  the  Committee. 
Then  we  shall  perfectly  know  what  we  are 
doing,  and  we  shall  know  whether  these  rail- 
ways are  sanctioned  bv  Act  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  may  say 
that  I  distinctly  stated  that  several  of  these 
railways,  I  know,  are  authorized. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  hope  I  haw 
not  made  myself  misunderstood.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  these  railways  are  not  autho- 
rized. They  may  be  all  sanctioned  by  Act;  bat 
still,  I  thiiik,  if  there  is  a  doubt  about  it  it 
would  be  better  to  ascertain  that  before  ve 
proceed  further. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  think  that  wc  can  do  without  a 
Loan  Bill,  and,  for  myself,  I  am  ready  to  sap- 
port  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  last  speaker  that  it  should 
be  stopped  at  this  stage.  There  are  plenty  of 
stages  which  the  Bill  has  to  pass  through,  and 
it  can  be  stopped  on  any  one  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not  wish 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  think  that  I  have 
the  slightest  intention  of  opposing  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  did  not  attribute 
that  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  did  not 
think  he  was  going  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  Bill;  but  I  was  pointing  out  that  there 
are  many  other  stages  at  which  he  can  stop 
the  Bill.  And  I  may  be  one  of  those  who  will 
insist  on  certain  things  being  done  before  the 
Bill  is  passed.  I  believe,  myself,  that  we  must 
soon  taper  down  this  borrowing  to  a  consider- 
able extent:  and  that  has  been  done  latterly* 
but  not,  perhaps,  as  fast  as  many  x)eople  would 
wish.  It  may  be  felt  by  most  people  that  ve 
have  got  to  a  position  now  when  those  railwajs 
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lich  arc  being  sanctioned  are  such  railways 
w^ill  press  heavily  on  the  taxpayers ;  and  one 
a  only  got  to  look  down  this  schedule  to 
9  what  will  bo  the  result  of  the  making  of 
oae  of  these  railways.  The  entire  interest  of 
em  will  have  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
B  taxpayers.  When  we  get  to  that  class  of 
llways  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
loncil  should  carefully  see  what  railways  are 
tliorizcd  ;  so  that,  when  a  Bill  comes  up  au- 
orizing  these  railways,  then  is  the  time  for 
is  Council  to  step  in  and  consider  them.  I 
not  expect  that  the  Government  will  agree 
this  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
hitaJkcr.  Probably  in  their  hearts  they  may 
:e  it;  and  I  believe  they  do;  but  it  would 
tver  do  for  them  not  to  make  the  attempt  to 
feat  it,  for  this  reason :  that  the  Govcrn- 
eDt  are  depending  on  votes  in  the  .other 
lamber  to  keep  them  in  power,  and  a  certain 
tmber  of  those  railways  are  fixed  for  the 
4es  in  order  to  keep  them  in  power.  The 
ovemment  ought  to  be  glad  for  this  Coun- 
l  to  take  up  the  matter  and  relievo  them 
that  pressure.  I  am  sure  some  members 
the  Government,  at  all  events,  arc  anxious 
tat  they  should  be  placed  in  such  a  position. 
kxis  applies  no  more  to  this  Government  than 
»  former  Governments.  Former  Governments 
\\c  been  placed  in  the  same  position  in  con- 
muence  of  this  *'  log-rolling."  This  Council 
free  from  all  that,  and  it  can  consider  rail- 
ays  apart  from  this  pressure  of  votes,  which 
re  necessary  to  keep  a  Government  in  power. 
\  my  honourable  friend  believes  that  by  a 
ifflple  clause  in  this  Bill  the  Legislature  will 
lake  it  certain  that  the  money  shall  only  be 
pplied  to  the  items  in  the  schedule,  he  will 
nd  that  he  is  grievously  mistaken — he  will 
nd  that  there  are  plenty  of  ways  of  taking  the 
ote  for  one  railway  and  applying  it  to  another. 
'o  take  the  railways  themselves :  The  first  is 
be  Uelensville  northwards :  I  do  not  remem- 
ei  of  one  being  authorized  under  that  name. 
Vhere  is  that  line  to  go  to  ?  It  is  going  north- 
rard;  but  one  would  like  to  see  the  terminus 
Benlioned.  A  good  deal  of  the  money  to  be 
zpended  on  that  line  will  have  to  come  out  of 
he  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  in  order  to  pay 
he  interest.  Then,  the  item  for  doubling  the 
ine  out  of  Ancklaml :  I  believe  that  is  a  neccs- 
ity.  Then,  Hamilton  to  Grahamstown :  I  do 
lot  suppose  that  any  of  its  supporters  believe 
hat  it  will  pay  working  expenses  for  some 
ame  to  come.  That  is  a  political  railway, 
^ny  one  living  in  the  Waikato,  and  seeing  these 
^ee  branch  lines  running  out  of  the  main 
ine,  will  not  wonder  at  the  expense  necessary 
to  work  thf  se  branch  lines,  because  separate 
tugines  and  separate  staffs  have  to  be  em- 
fjoyed.  The  cost  of  the  working  of  these 
waiiches  is  simply  enormous.  Then,  Mor- 
pnsville  to  Roiorua :  That  line,  of  course, 
»  necessary  to  get  to  the  lakes,  and  I 
believe  it  is  a  line  which  is  for  the  benefit 
i>f  New  Zealand  as  a  whole ;  but  I  am 
^riiid  that  somo  of  the  attractions  of  that 
district  have  gone,  and  that  the  number  of 
pttsengert  on  the  line  will  now  be  decreased 


unless  we  can  get  a  real  live  volcano  to  con- 
tinue burning  to  be  another  attraction.  It  is 
a  great  misfortune  for  New  Zealand  that  we 
have  lost  those  terraces.  Then,  Napier  to 
Palmerston :  Of  course  no  one  objects  to  that 
line.  Wellington  to  Woodville:  No  one  objects 
to  that  line.  Blenheim  to  Awatere :  This  line 
is  said  to  form  a  portion  of  a  line  which  goes 
through  good  agricultural ;  country,  and  I  am 
told  that  it  may  be  well  worth  making.  Still,  I 
do  not  believe  it  will  repay  all  the  interest 
on  the  outlay.  Greymouth  to  Ilokitika :  This 
line  will  certainly  require  assistance  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  taxpayers.  Then,  the  Otago 
Central :  This  is  a  line  which  never  was  made 
as  it  is  with  my  sanction ;  it  should  have 
gone  a  different  route ;  but  a  ^acat  deal  of 
money  has  been  spent  on  it,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  stop  it ;  but  even  its  best  friends 
will  not  assert  that  this  railway  will  pay 
more  than  working  expenses  for  a  long  time  to 
come.  There  is  a  necessity  there  for  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony  to  find  the  whole  of 
the  interest.  Then  there  is  the  Catlin's  River 
branch  :  That  line  will  certainly  require  a  con- 
siderable time  before  it  will  pay  its  way. 
Riversdale  to  Switzers :  I  am  not  able  to  form 
an  opinion  on  this  line,  but  I  think  it  might 
have  waited  for  some  time  to  come.  Then,  the 
Seaward  Bush  Railway :  One  cannot  under- 
stand why  this  line  should  be  made.  It  is  not 
the  fault  of  this  Government — a  former  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  let  the  first  contract  in  a 
way  which  no  one  could  understand.  From 
the  main  line  to  where  this  line  goes  there  aro 
tramways  running  to  the  very  terminus.  It  is 
strange  that  local  pressure  could  have  been 
brought  to  bear  to  construct  such  a  line.  There 
are  a  number  of  tftiese  lines  which  have  got  into 
such  a  position  that  you  cannot  stop  them:  the 
fault  was  that  they  were  commenced,  and  they 
now  have  to  be  carried  out.  In  my  remarks  I 
am  not  sparing  that  portion  of  the  colony  from 
which  I  come,  any  more  than  any  other  part  of 
it.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should 
bo  a  certain  amount  of  expenditure  in  order  to 
complete  railways ;  and  a  stoppage  of  borrow- 
ing is  impossible.  Therefore,  whatever  we  do 
with  the  Bill  afterwards,  we  ought  not  to  stop 
its  second  reading.  I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading,  and  I  think  the  information 
we  are  likely  to  get  by  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee  will  bo  very  useful  to  the 
Council,  and  to  every  one  else.  I  shall  therefore 
also  support  the  motion  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee.  It  may  be  said  that 
we  should  not  delay  matters  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session:  but  this  is  a  particular  Bill» 
which,  if  it  was  thought  necessary  that  we 
should  discuss  it,  should  have  been  introduced 
earlier  into  this  Council.  What  is  now  asked 
cannot  take  a  long  time,  and  it  will  show  to 
the  public  that  this  House  is  doing  its  duty  in 
carefully  looking  after  legislation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— I  have  no 
intention  of  criticising  the  various  lines,  but  I 
should  like  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
explain  this  item:  ** Additions  to  open  lines^ 
£150,000." 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  confess,  when 
I  saw  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whi taker  I  was  somewhat  alarmed  that  the 
Government  had  been  foolish  enough  to  ask  for 
the  construction  of  railways  without  authority. 
It  is  quite  clear  that,  under  the  section  of  the 
Public  Works  Act  to  which  my  honourable 
friend  lias  referred,  every  railway  which  is  to 
be  made  must  be  specially  authorized  by  Act, 
8tatin;j(  as  nearly  as  possible  the  direction  of 
the  line  and  the  intended  termini.  Since  the 
honourable  gentleman  put  that  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper  1  have  taken  the  trouble — and  no 
small  amount  of  trouble — to  ascertain  whether 
we  were  acting  illegally  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  Mv  honourable  friend  has  made  a 
spettli  full  of  evt'r>'thing  but  information  ;  and 
I  am  surprisod  at  the  argument  he  has  used  : 
that  is,  because  ho  could  not  find  the  in  for- 
nniti«)n  wliich  warranted  the  construction  of 
these  railways,  therefore  the  question  must 
go  to  a  Connnittee.  That  is  not  the  sort  of 
argument  which  we  generally  have  from  the 
honourable  genileman.  Ho  is  concise,  keen, 
and  as  sharp  as  a  razor,  and  when  we  get 
information  from  him  it  is  information  which 
can  be  dojuMuled  upon ;  but  I  am  afrairl  the 
Council  treats  him  rather  badly,  l)»«('iiu>e  it 
places  too  mueh  responsibility  upon  him,  aud  I 
am  afraid  in  his  kind  natuie  he  is  a))t  to  do 
work  for  others  when  he  would  be  better  em- 
ployed in  atteinling  to  his  own  business.  II  the 
honourable  memher  would  look  in  "The  Public 
Works  Act,  1S7.),"  clause  7,  he  will  see,  — 

"  Tliis  Art  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  special 
Act  authorizing  the  conhU'uetion  of  each  of 
the  railways  sp<>cilied  in  the  Fir^t  .Schedule, 
and  such  of  them  as  have  been  lir.islied  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  been  made,  and  sueli  as  are 
unfinished  may  be  completed,  undcT  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  Act,  •  The  Public  Works 
Act  I-^7f.  Amendment  Act,  1878,'  and  this  Act." 

A  j^re  it  number  of  the  railways  referred  to 
in  tlie  srliedulc  of  this  Bill  are  authorized 
under  that  Act.  In  the  Act  of  ISHl  certain 
other  portions  of  railways  whieli  are  referred 
to  in  tlio  schedule  of  this  P.iil  are  also  au- 
thoriz(!(l — in  the  5th  section  of  tliat  Act.  'J'lio 
Act  is  deemed  to  be  a  special  Act  authorizing 
the  eoustruction  of  the  railways  therein  re- 
ferred to.  In  the  5tli  section  of  the  Act  of 
1885  the  honourable  gentleman  will  also  sec 
that  that  is  deemed  to  be  a  special  Act  au- 
thorizing the  ccmstriietion  of  the  railways 
thenin  referred  to.  I  may  tell  my  honoura'oh' 
friend  that,  under  the  authority  of  the  law, 
every  railway  referred  to  in  the  schedule  of 
this  Bill  is  authorized,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  one,  to  which  I  shall  prchcntly  rifer  ; 
so  that  the  whole  of  tliese  railways  are  autho- 
rized l)y  spi'cial  Acts  of  Parliament,  witli  the 
exception  of  one.  It  is  not  necessary,  for  tin* 
purpose  of  passing  a  Loan  Bill,  that  we  should 
pass  an  Autiiorization  Bill.  1  may  say  that 
such  a  Bill  is  now  in  another  place,  and  it  will 
become  law-  in  a  vi-ry  slutrt  time.  Tliat  Autho- 
rization Bill  refers  to  tlie  Ilelen.ivilir  norlhwaid 
line.  The  greater  portion  of  that  line  was  au- 
thorized   before,   and    by    the  Bill  which  has 


been  introduced  in  another  place  it  b  bsEsod 
to  authorize  the  whole  of  tliat  line ;  so  ^il 
am  sure  my  honourable  friend  will,  upca 
sideration,  find  that  the  whole  of  the  di&d^ 
he  imagined  to  exist  will  vanish  into  thic  m 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  other  poisN 
in  the  arguments  which  have  been  raised,  li 
one  denies  the  necessity  for  bonowinf  ^ 
money,  c^nd  I  am  sure  the  completion  of  iLi 
lines  is  essentially  necessary.  We  axe  ui^ 
nothing  beyond  asking  for  this  loan,  for  m 
purpose  of  completing  the  railways  a^cs^ 
warranted  by  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  inLLER,—!  think  it  is  tki 
duty  of  members  of  this  Council  to  expre»  that 
views  upon  a  measure  such  as  we  have  beijr«  t^ 
and  not  to  give  a  silent  vote.     I  feci  thai  tai 
responsibility  which  is  imposed  on  the  Couiiri 
in  the  consideration  of  these  questions  is  -^s^ 
ing  year  by  year  more  important,  because  is^ 
doubtedly  the  real  question  that  we  bare  s*^ 
consider  is,  whether  we   are,   in  a^reeiiig  » 
pass  Loan  Bills  such  as  this,  sanciicnink  ibt 
exi>enditure  of   public  money  upon  nult-jts 
which    may   reasonably  be    expeot^xl   to  f^r 
interest.      Now,   I   believe,   if  the   real  tni 
were  spoken  about  the  railways  in  ilus  se-^, 
dule,   it  would  have   to   be  admitted  iIia:  tf^ 
least  half  a  million  of  money  will  be  misspa*! 
under  this   schedule.     That   I  believe  Ui  '» 
the  plain  truth.    I  am  afraid  that  the  cccs» 
which  has  been  adopted  in  this  Comicil  yearfcr' 
year  resembles  very  much  what  we  hear  afac:«  '■ 
economy  in  the  country.     We   have  htani  * 
great  deal  about  the  necessity  for  econoraya 
the  country  during  the   last   tv.rilve  nioaii^;  i 
and  1  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  thit.  i-T  | 
once,  we  must  give    credit   to  a   iv>rtioD,  ak  , 
any  rate,  of  tlio  ])ublic  Press  for  Ji  ,viDg  aJry 
cated   prudence   and   economy.     Tbtre  is  i* 
doubt  that  there  was  a  time  during  which  u 
public  mind  needed  a  great  deal  of  instra^c-:^  . 
and  education,  and,  fortunately  for  tlit  co3- 
try,  there  was  a  portion  of   the  Pn>>"?  vchiA, 
came  forward,  and,  in  a  series  of  well-wrifJiJ 
articles,  pointed  or.t  the  necessity  of  refr&iiii^ 
fiom  an  extiavngnnce  which  it  was  feirtd -:* 
one   time  we   should    he   plunged  into  a|a3. 
iiut  this  measure  does  not  look  as  if  this  pri- 
dence  and  these  economical  views  were  in  t«* 
ascendant.      It  is  true  it  might  have  beeii  * 
great  deal  worse  ;  but  it  is  equally  true  thii  * 
iHi'^'ht    have    hi 'en   a  great   deal   better.    Is* 
Council   is  con.stantly   regretting  that  the  d- 
l>enditure  on  puolie  works  is  so  large;  but,  "^r 
all  that,  we  a<,'ree  to  the  piissage  of  thost  BjH*- 
In  doing  thi^,  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  \iTCLg  i 
in  saying  that  we  do  not  quite  act  up  to  ojr  ! 
professions.      I   cannot   think   for  a  moQiai   | 
that   this   Covernment  is   to  be  cbargeil  ^S 
more    than    any   previous    Government  ^^ 
extra vagatic'\     When  1  hear  the  GoverniDiBJ 
charged    with     extravagance,    it    always  ap- 
pears  to   me    to    bo    simply  nonsense.    Y(t5 
I'an  never  expect   to   have  any  real  ecoDrA" 
in  any  Government  in  this  country  until  ^ •  j 
alter   the   incidence   of    taxation.      It  is  i''» 
want  of   a  proper  system  of  taxation  wiiicli 
really  causes  ail  this  extravagance.     As  iis* 
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been  pointed   out   over   and   over   again   in 
this  Goimoil,  and  as  has  been  admitted  year 
after  year    without,  I  believe,  a  dissentient 
voice,  the  small  number  of  persons  by  whom 
the  property-tax  is  paid  in  this  colony  prevents 
their  voices  being  heard.    Out  of  the  whole 
six  hundred  thousand  persons  only  twenty-five 
thoosand  persons  pay  the  property-tax  in  this 
colony.    How,  then,  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  can  make  their  voices  heard  when  those 
great  public  works  which  are  so  attractive  are 
pat  forward?     Practically,  it  is  as  one  man 
who  really  feels  the  taxation  against  twenty- 
four  men  who  are  irresponsible  and  do  not  feel 
the  taxation.    If  you  go  to  a  public  meeting 
there  is  only  one  man  in  twenty-four  who  knows 
that  ho  will  be  directly  affected  by  increased, 
taxation  should  any  of  those  public  works  not 
pay ;  and  it  is  nonsense  to  expect  any  Govern- 
ment in  New  Zealand  to  exercise  any  real  and 
true  economy  until  you  alter  this  system,  and 
abolish  the  exemption  under  the  property-tax. 
At  any  rate,  the  exemption  should  be  for  a  very 
small  amount  indeed ;  and  then  you  would  not 
only  have  a  much  greater  sum  from  this  source 
of  taxation,  but  you  would  have  the  political 
assistance  of  fifty  thousand  persons,  who  would 
be  interested  and  would  make  it  their  busi- 
ness to  make  their  voices  heard.    That  is  the 
real  secret  of  the  extravagance ;   and,  in  my 
opinion,  we  shall  go  on  and  on,  unless  some 
change  is  made  in  this  direction,  until  we  are 
pulled  up  by  the  stem  logic  of  facts.     You 
may  have  public  men  and  the  most  influential 
portion  of  the  Press  preaching  economy,  and 
pointing  out  the  evil  of  perpetually  carrying 
on  those  public  works  and  building  those  rail- 
wars  wliich  we  know  will  not  pay ;  but  there 
is  nobody  who  really  cares  about  the  matter. 
What  does  it  signify  to  a  man  who  is  not  sub- 
ject to  any  taxation  how  much  public  money  is 
spent  ?    The  whole  burden  falls  on  a  few  indi- 
viduals—  twenty -five   thousand    persons.      To 
charge  the  Government  of  the  colony  with  ex- 
travagance is  nonsense.    It  reminds  mo  of  what 
one  has  sometimes  heard  in  sporting  phraseo- 
logy, in  connection  with  steeplechases,  where 
a  jockey  rides  a  horse  over  a  difficult  fence,  and 
at  a  critical  moment  carries  the  horse  over 
safely.    I  have  heard  people  say,  **  How  beauti- 
fully'he  rides  I    Did  you  see  how  he  lifted  his 
horse  over  the  fence  ?"    No  one  supposes  that 
ilie  Premier  is  really  an  extravagant  man,  and 
does  not  honestly  wish  to  exercise  economy. 
He  does  not  wish  to  plunge  the  colony  into  debt 
any  more  than   I  do,  or  any  other  member 
of  this  Council ;  but  he  cannot  help  himself. 
He  is  forced,  if  he  remains  in  the  Government 
—well,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  a  parliamentary  ex- 
pression to  use,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  true — to 
purchase  votes  by  railways  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony.     I  think  this  system  will  go  on 
unless  the  Council  interposes,  and  I  believe 
this  Council  is  the  only  power  in  the  country 
that  can  oppose  the  progress  of  this  extrava- 
gance.   I  think  we  shall  be  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  difficulty  in  a  manner  that  few  of  us 
anticipate.     I  do  not  know,  even  -now,  what 
the  effect  of  a  European  war  would  be  on  this 
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colony,  but  I  should  say  it  would  land  us  in  a 
very  serious  difficulty.  It  is  a  most  remarkable 
fact  that,  although  this  Council  has  debated 
this  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  exemption 
in  the  property-tax,  and  has  shown  by  its  unani- 
mity tne  importance  of  its  opinion  upon  it,  thic 
question  has  only  once  been  alluded  to  by  the 
Press  of  the  colony  during  the  recent  recess. 
It  is  a  most  remarkable  thing  to  me  that  a 
matter  of  such  great  importance  has  been 
altogether  ignored  by  tho  public  Press  of  the 
colony.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  that  silence  is  mainly  owing,  not  to  the 
fact  that  the  subject  is  unimportant,  but  to  the 
fact  that  the  people  do  not  want  the  exemption 
to  be  abolished  or  reduced.  The  people  like  to 
have  this  public  expenditure.  It  brings  high 
wages  and  a  temporary  state  of  prosperity,  and 
makes  the  people  think  the  country  is  in  a 
prosperous  state.  But  we  cannot  afford  it. 
There  are  a  number  of  these  railways  which 
will  not  pay  interest ;  and  the  sooner  we 
recognize  the  truth,  not  only  about  the  ex- 
penditure that  we  are  carrying  on  now, 
but  about  the  real  position  of  New  Zealand, 
the  better.  We  are  also  accustomed  to  hear 
about  its  wonderful  resources  and  its  wealth, 
and  all  that.  The  country  is  good  enough  as 
far  as  it  goes  ;  but  it  is  a  small  place,  and  is  at 
present  simply  an  agricultural  and  pastoral 
community;  but  it  is  being  ruled  as  if  it  were 
an  empire,  and  there  is  an  inflated  system 
about  it  from  beginning  to  end.  It  is  perfectly 
monstrous  that  we  should  plunge  a  beautiful 
country  such  as  this  really  is  into  such  im- 
mense debt  and  extravagance.  One  would  have 
thought  that  there  would  be  a  smaller  amount 
named  than  this,  granting  that  this  may  bo 
a  small  earnest  of  economy.  I  mean  to  say 
that  it  might  have  been  a  great  deal  worse; 
but,  owing  to  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  some 
individuals,  the  amount  has  been  reduced, 
and  so  far  we  may  take  it  as  an  earnest  of,  I 
hope,  better  things  to  come.  But,  looking  to  tlio 
state  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  wo 
are  not  at  all  justified  in  passing  a  measure  in 
which  £500,000  will  be  spent  on  railways  tluit 
will  not  pay  interest.  The  revenue  from  tljo 
Customs  duties  is  falling.  The  whole  of  tir; 
Customs  duties  will  not  pay  interest  on  il.o 
public  debt  by  something  like  £100,000  ur 
£150,000.  The  railway  revenue  is  falling.  The 
land  revenue — where  is  the  land  revenue  ?  Is 
that  likely  to  rise?  Who  is  coming  hero  to 
settle  in  this  colony  and  to  buy  land  when,  so 
far  as  any  of  us  can  see,  the  inevitable  result 
of  all  this  imprudence  is  going  to  be  2d.  in  the 
pound  property-tax  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  Midland 
Railway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  should  like  to 
find  out  all  the  letters  which  honourable  mem- 
bers have  received  during  the  last  twelve 
months  from  their  friends  and  relatives  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  asking  them  if  New 
Zealand  was  a  good  country  to  come  to  or  not. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  answers  they  gave ; 
for  these  are  friends,  to  whom  they  would  give 
conscientious  and  truthful  answers,  and  they 
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would  not  be  likely  to  untruthfully  indulge  in 
statements  about  '*  the  great  resources  of  the 
country.'*  If  we  could  know  these  things  we 
should  find  that  the  persons  who  make  these 
replies,  when  they  are  applied  to  by  their 
friends  at  Home,  tell  them  not  to  come,  not  to 
put  a  penny  in  the  country,  and  all  the  time 
they  are  wishing  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts 
that  they  could  advise  them  to  come.  That  is 
not  a  right  position  for  a  young  country  to  be 
in;  it  is  a  very  wrong  position  for  a  young 
country  to  be  in.  If  I  am  mistaken  let  me  be 
•corrected ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fact  that 
we  all  of  us  know  individually  of  men  who  have 
l>een  here  during  the  last  six  or  eight  months 
with  money  in  their  pockets,  and  have  gone 
back  again.  What  is  there  in  New  ZeaJand  to 
tempt  a  man  to  make  a  home  here  except  the 
-climate,  and  that  it  is  a  nice  country  ?  There 
is  unlimited  taxation  in  the  future ;  and  I  think 
it  is  nearly  time  now  for  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  take  a  stand  as  to  the  position  of  the 
colony.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hart  was  not  able,  through  ill-health, 
to  complete  the  inquiry  which  he  wished  to 
make  into  the  position  of  the  colony.  There 
were  some  members  who  laughed  at  that 
Committee ;  but  I  believe  it  would  have  pro- 
duced very  good  results ;  and  I  hope  that  next 
session  it  will  be  continued,  and  the  inquiry 
prosecuted,  so  that  it  may  be  shown  what  the 
true  position  of  the  colony  is.  For  I,  at  any 
rate,  am  one  of  those  who  believe  in  the  whole 
truth  about  things  being  told,  and  who  do  not 
agree  with  those  who,  whenever  any  piece  of 
extravagance  is  proposed,  say,  "  Oh  !  the  unde- 
veloped wealth  and  resources  of  the  country 
will  carry  us  through."  I  think  it  will  be 
necessary  for  this  Council  to  taJce  up  the  ques- 
tion which  I  have  referred  to  as  to  the  abolition 
of  the  property-tax  exemption  in  earnest ;  be- 
cause, unless  something  of  that  nature  is  done, 
there  will  be  no  power  to  stop  this  country  from 
being  plunged  into  expenditure  which  will  ab- 
solutely overwhelm  ic.  I  think  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  is  a  good  one, 
and  I  am  sure  we  are  justified  in  using  every 
means  in  our  power  to,  if  possible,  impede  the 
rapid  progress  of  Bills  like  this,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.  — I  presume 
that  every  honourable  gentleman  in  this  Coun- 
cil is  a  moral  and  honest  man.  That  being 
so,  I  ask  honourable  members  how  they  can 
reconcile  it  to  their  conscience  to  borrow 
money  which  they  each  and  all  know  we 
can  never  repay.  Even  the  interest  may 
cease  to  be  paid  at  a  not  very  remote  period. 
The  political  railways  on  this  schedule  do  not 
rest  with  the  present  Government.  They  have 
been  commenced  owing  to  the  pressure  on  the 
part  of  honourable  members  to  retain  their 
seats  and  to  improve  the  properties  of  their 
friends.  I  think  it  is  much  better  to  leave  these 
railways  as  they  are  now ;  because  honourable 
members  know  very  well  that  most  of  them 
will  never  pay  working  expenses,  and  it  is  only 
throwing  good  money  after  bad  money  to  at- 
tempt to  finish  them.  Some  of  these  railways 
Hon,  Mr,  Miller 


really  are  absurd.  I  can  instance  several  wbeie 
there  is  but  a  sparse  population.  I  think  that 
any  discussion  of  this  Bill  will  be  a  waste  of 
time  until  light  is  thrown  upon  the  subject  bj 
the  Committee  which  it  is  proposed  to  appoint. 
I  shall  say  no  more  at  present  except  that  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  shall  refer  in 
a  few  words  to  the  speech  made  by  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  In  doing  so  I  do  not 
intend  to  say  anything  as  to  its  inconsistency; 
but  I  say  that  it  does  not  bear  out  the  align- 
ments he  has  advanced  in  this  Council.  I  have 
before  me  the  Loan  Act  of  1682,  which  was  in- 
troduced when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
in  power,  and  proposed  a  loan  of  three  millions 
of  money,  and  in  the  schedule  of  this  I  find  a 
number  of  those  railways  which  are  now  men- 
tioned. The  present  Government,  in  bringing 
forward  this  Loan  Bill,  are  committed  to  those 
railways  by  the  acts  of  a  former  Government  ' 
It  cannot  be  said  that  I  am  one  of  those  who 
advocate  borrowing,  because  ever  since  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  either  in  this  branch 
or  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  it 
has  been  my  desire  to  curtail  as  much  as  ' 
possible  the  borrowing  policy;  and  when,  in 
1882,  it  was  proposed  to  borrow  three  millions 
I,  for  one,  protested  against  any  such  course,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  people  from  being  burdenfid 
with  more  taxation,  and  I  took  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  moving  an  amendment  consist- 
ing of  a  clause  which  I  desired  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Loan  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  what 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  calls  "log-rolling."  It 
was  as  follows : — 

"  When  any  railway  or  portion  of  any  railway 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be 
opened  for  traffic,  if  the  net  returns  from  such 
railway  or  portion  of  a  railway,  after  deducting 
working  expenses  and  all  costs  of  repairs  of 
permanent-way,  rolling-stock,  and  plant,  be  not 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  money 
expended  in  making  such  railway  or  portion  of  & 
railway,  then  the  Governor  in  Council  shall  rwse 
an  amount  sufl&cient  to  pay  such  interest  by  im- 
posing and  levying  a  tax  upon  all  lands  within 
ten  miles  on  each  side  of  such  railway  or 
portion  of  such  railway  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  such  land,  irrespective  of  improre- 
ments,  in  such  manner  as  the  Governor  in 
Council  shall  deem  fit." 

What    was    the    result  ?      The    honourable 
gentleman's   colleague  took   every  precaution 
and  care  to  stop  me  from  getting  the  clause 
inserted  in  the  Loan  Bill.     If  that  clause  bad   | 
been  inserted  in  the  Bill  in  the  first  instance  it  i 
would  have  given  greater  security  in  the  con-  | 
struction  of   the  lines;  but  the  Government  i 
rcfu.sed  to  accept  my  amendment,  and  it  was  ; 
referred  to  a   Select  Committee,  and,  in  tLe 
meantime,  the   Loan  Bill   was  passed.    Ai^ 
when  the    Select    Committee    brought    down 
their  report  it  was  found  that  the  report  was 
identical  with  what  I  had  proposed  should  Iw 
done.    If  that  amendment  had  been  carried 
at  that  time  those  political   railways  would 
not   have   been   attempted   to   be    mode,  aa 
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districts  would  have  been  liable,  and  the 
iple,  if  they  had  to  be  specially  taxed  for 
m,  would  not  clamour  so  much  for  the 
Iways  to  be  constructed.  I  have  said  before 
.t  I  will  oppose  every  Loan  Bill  that  comes 
ore  the  Legislature;  but  it  must  be  boiiie 
mind  that  this  Loan  Bill  has  been  left  as 
legacy  by  a  former  Government,  and  the 
sent  Oovemment  is  obliged  to  carry  on  the 
tks  named  in  it.  These  works  are  not  of 
lir  own  seeking,  but  they  are  works  which 
>  foimer  Government  commenced  and  which 
have  now  to  finish.  It  was  in  1882, 1  think, 
en  the  time  was  for  log-rolling.  I  find  that 
public  buildings  there  was  voted  £dCX),000, 
1  for  roads  and  bridges  £200,000,  and  several 
ler  large  items ;  and  yet  they  are  trying  to 
x>w  the  blame  on  the  present  Government 

extravagance.  With  reference  to  the  mo- 
n  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee, 
loh  as  I  desire  that  every  investigation  of 
}  matter  should  take  place,  I  do  not  consider 
kt  much  good  will  be  gained  by  that  course, 
d  therefore  I  shall  support  the  second 
iding. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.  — I  have  a  great 
%X  of  sympathy  with  my  honourable  friend 
10  introduces  this  Bill.  He  has  for  years  been 
e  great  apostle  of  economy.  In  the  public 
ess,  and  in  all  places  where  his  voice  could 

heard,  he  has  always  raised  his  voice  in 
vour  of  economy,  and  I  believe  he  is  sincere 

that  action.  But  to-day  we  have  heard 
im  him  that  it  is  bis  duty  to  bring  in  a 
eaeure  here  to  raise  a  loan  of  £1,325,000.  I 
ive  not  the  least  doubt  that  at  least  one- 
ird  of  that  money  will  be  absolutely  squan- 
tred  away.  The  honourable  gentleman  will 
kve  a  difi&culty  in  reconciling  his  present 
tsition  with  his  past  statements ;  but  we  are 
>t  responsible  for  that.  With  reference  to 
le  allegation  that  this  is  the  fault  of  a  pre- 
ous  Ministry,  I  contend  that  in  the  whole 
}Tirse  of  legislation  from  the  time  that  the 
nblic  works  policy  was  introduced,  now  six- 
ten  years  ago,  this  has  been  the  tendency  all 
long.  In  considering  measures  of  this  de- 
^ption  Parliament  ought  to  have  insisted,  in 
^  first  instance,  that  none  but  remunerative 
forks  should  be  constructed.  If  that  had 
een  followed  out  we  should  not  have  had  such 

measure  as  this.  Since  then  it  has  been 
»ked  upon  that  every  district  should  secure 
Dme  public  work  or  other;  but,  though  that 
I  so,  I  by  no  means  agree  with  what  fell  from 
he  Hon.  Mr.  Miller — that  the  burden  of  the 
ast  wrong  should  now  be  thrown  on  the  poorer 
•eople.  Who  were  the  principal  movers  in 
his  expenditure  ?  Is  it  not  known  that  the 
ttge  landed  proprietors  strained  every  nerve 
p  get  these  railways  made  ?  By  means  of  these 
inea  the  value  of  their  estates  has  been  trebled 
md  quadrupled.  Having  got  all  they  want,  is  it 
reasonable  that  they  should  throw  the  burden 
tti  other  people  ?  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
»ino  of  these  works  would  have  been  ma^e  if 
3»ey  had  been  put  before  the  people.  I  can 
pvai  to  Unes  which  have  been  mode  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  ratepayers,  but  were  made 


simply  because  certain,  influence  vfras  brought 
to  bear  on  the  Government.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  question  of  the  property-tax  now,  but 
I  may  say  that,  instead  of  taking  off  the  limita- 
tion to  recoup  the  losses  which  have  been  made, 
I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  go  back  to  the 
old  system  and  rate  districts.  I  have  been 
thirty  years  in  the  colony,  and  I  never  before 
knew  it  in  so  depressed  a  state  as  it  is  in  now. 
Even  in  that  dreadful  time  in  1869  things 
were  not  so  bad  as  they  are  now.  The  people 
had  not  lost  heart  as  they  have  now.  No  one 
can  look  forward  now  to  make  any  return  from 
anything  he  goes  into.  The  only  thing  to  be 
done  now  is  to  invest  money  on  such  security 
as  you  can  get,  and  lend  it  to  persons,  who  have 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  making  any  return 
out  of  it  at  all.  That  is  a  most  melancholy 
state  of  things.  The  fact  is,  I  believe,  the  Go- 
vernment have  no  alternative  :  to  stop  borrow- 
ing at  once  would  be  what  the  Government  has 
no  courage  to  face.  But  I  think  the  proposals 
might  have  been  better  than  those  which  are 
submitted.  The  employment  of  that  money 
should  have  been  confined  to  completing  works 
from  which  a  reasonable  return  would  be  got. 
We  have  got  into  a  certain  groove,  and  we  can- 
not get  out  of  it ;  we  have  begun  useless  works, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  stop.  Take  the  Otago 
Central  Railway :  as  to  whether  that  should  or 
should  not  have  been  made  I  cannot  say ;  but 
what  has  been  done  ?  I  understand  that  that 
line  has  been  commenced  at  both  ends  and  at 
the  middle. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  says  "  No ; "  but  there  has  been 
a  break.  I  saw  a  statement  the  other 
day  to  the  effect  that  seme  £50,000  or 
£60,000  had  been  spent  on  that  line  from 
which  there  is  absolutely  no  return.  I  am 
very  much  cLfraid  that  that  is  what  will  be 
the  cose  under  this  schedule.  I  did  not 
hear  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  say  that  he  con- 
sidered this  a  remunerative  investment.  I 
do  not  think  he  would  have  the  hardihood  to 
say  so.  He  might  say  that  his  Government 
had  made  certain  pledges,  in  order  to  get  sup- 
port, that  they  would  do  everything  they  could 
to  get  these  works  carried  out.  I  shall  support 
the  amendment.  I  still  think  that,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  ourselves  and  the  public,  we 
ought  to  get  information  on  all  these  questions 
before  we  pass  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  have  not  got 
a  very  great  deal  to  say,  because,  really,  the 
objection  is  not  to  the  Bill,  but  certain  infor- 
mation is  desired  with  regard  to  the  railways 
in  the  schedule.  These  lines  have  all  been 
authorized  except  the  Helensville  line — and 
part  of  that  is  authorized  and  part  is  not — 
and  about  a  mile  of  the  Hurunui-Bluff  line, 
from  the  present  Oamaru  Railway  -  station  to 
the  breakwater.  There  is  a  Bill  proposed  for 
introduction  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  authorize  these  two  works.  These 
are  mere  trifles.  All  the  other  lines  are  autho- 
rized. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  law  is  such 
that  the  railways  cannot  be  constructed  unless 
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they  are  antborizcd  ;  bat  there  is  nothing  in 
the' law  to  prevent  the  raising  of  a  loan  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  railways  to  bo  after- 
waixls  defined.  Neither  is  there  anything  in 
the  law  to  prevent  the  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  construction  of  railways  ;  but  no  doubt 
the  construction  must  be  authorized  before  any 
money  can  be  expended  on  them.  There  is  one 
remark  which  I  should  like  to  make  in  con- 
nection with  a  question  asked  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson— namely,  ••  What  about  the  Treasurer?" 
I  do  not  know  that  I  am  letting  out  any  Cabi- 
net secrets,  but  I  will  run  the  risk  of  doing  so, 
and  I  can  say  hero  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  Treasurer  is  an  extravagant 
Minister. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Oh ! 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  Sir.  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  since  I  joined  the  Oovem- 
raent  of  ascertaining  whether  that  is  the  oase. 
I  can  say  that  of  all  my  colleagues  he  is  the 
most  economical.  It  stands  to  reason.  He 
has  to  find  the  money,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
other  Minibtcrs  only  to  expend  it;  and  he  has 
to  be  exceedingly  careful  in  keeping,  for  ex- 
ample, I  will  say,  myself  from  requiring  too 
large  a  sum  to  be  voted  by  Parliament,  seeing 
the  difliciilty  he  will  have  to  find  the  means 
for  the  works  which  may  be  required. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Would  the  honour- 
able gentleman  pardon  me  for  referring  him  to 
the  speech  intended  to  be  made  by  the  Trea- 
surer at  Lawrence  during  the  recess  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — I  have  no- 
thing  to  do  with  speeches  made  at  Lawrence. 
I  do  not  keep  those  speeches  in  my  head.  But 
I  can  say  this  much,  conscientiously:  that  the 
Treasurer,  Sir  Julius  Vogol,  is  one  of  the  most 
economical  of  my  colleagues.  The  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  my  being  an  economist 
and  yet  being  in  charge  of  this  Bill.  Well,  I 
do,  in  my  own  private  affairs,  endeavour  to 
study  economy;  and  I  consider  that  it  is  my 
duty,  as  a  member  of  the  Government,  to  treat 
public  affairs  in  the  same  way  as  I  do  my 
own,  and  I  do,  on  every  occasion,  study  all 
the  economy  that  it  is  possible  to  exercise. 
TIkto  may,  however,  be  mistaken  economy. 
We  have  a  certain  number  of  railways  which 
wore  commenced  by  previous  Governments, 
en:l  we  cannot  allow  those  railways  to  go  to 
ruin,  or  to  remain  unproductive.  The  Hon. 
Iklr.  Wilson  has  referred  to  one  case,  and  I 
believe  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pretty 
nearly  correct  in  saving  that  somewhere  be- 
tween £80,000  and  £50,000  has  been  expended 
on  one  line,  and  that  it  har^  been  valued  at  £200 
or  £300.  That  was  no  fault  of  the  present 
Government.  If  works  arc  progressing  piece- 
meal, and  the  weather  destroys  them  as  fast  as 
they  are  mode,  I  hold  that  that  is  extravagant, 
and  is  not  studying  economy  at  all.  If  I  had 
been  Minister  for  Public  Works  and  a  member 
of  the  late  Government  I  would  have  com- 
menced the  Otago  Central  Railway  by  making 
the  main  line,  and  would  have  proceeded  with 
it,  even  if  we  had  only  advanced  half  a  mile  a 
year;  but,  instead  of  that,  it  has  been  made 
by  fits  and  starts,  little  bits  here  and  little  bits 
7/u;v.  Mr.  Reynolds 


there ;  and  the  consequence  is  that  it  hasoii 
the  colony  a  considerable  amount  more  thaaiiri 
necessary.  With  regard  to  the  schedule,  iif 
have  stated,  the  whole  of  these  lin«  ha^  b^ 
authorized  excepting  certain  portions  oC  fti 
HelensviUe  line  and  about  a  mile  to  cae3iii|| 
the  railway-station  at  Oamam  with  the  fare^ 
water.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  thinks  ths:  di| 
loan  to  be  raised  ought  only  to  be  for  the  tad 
pletion  of  works  already  commenced.  Til 
money  is  for  the  completion  of  works  slre«| 
commenced,  and  to  carry  them  to  s  ptvi^l 
point.  I  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chambeli 
wanted  to  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  **  A^ 
ditions  to  open  lines,  £150,000."  The  hoBo» 
able  gentleman  has  the  public  woiks  es^zintei 
and  if  he  will  refer  to  them  he  will  find  vial 
this  £150,000  is  for.  However,  if  it  h  oil 
taking  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  (jowA 
I  will  give  him  some  of  the  items.  There  la 
workshops  to  be  put  up  at  Palmerston  or  MiaS' 
watu,  goods -sheds,  engine -sheds,  platicns^ 
fencing,  sidings,  locomotives,  carriages,  vi^ooi, 
cranes,  Emd  other  appliances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.-Bns  U 
£326,000  is  for  those  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— If  thehowh 
able  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  next  lise  ^ 
will  see  at  once  that  that  is  for  pennacect-nf^ 
sleepers,  and  rolling-stock  for  the  r&Ihi^ 
named  in  the  schedule ;  but  the  £150^  it 
for  additions  to  open  lines,  and  open  lines  fit 
working  railways.  I  trust  the  honoraMi 
gentleman  is  satisfied  with  the  expl&Datfoal 
have  given  him,  and  that  he  will  vote  for  ll» 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  tk 
Bill  be  committed  next  sitting-dav. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.-I  bef  to 
move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  b- 
f erred  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  ascertaio-il) 
Whether  the  several  railways  specified  in  t» 
schedule  have  been  authorized  by  special  Act 
as  required  by  law  ;  (2)  also,  as  to  anr  of  tb« 
said  railways  that  are  not  new,  the  state  c^  ti» 
works  thereon  ;  and  to  report  fully  thercai » 
the  Council :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  e3» 
members — namely,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holm«,  ^ 
Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  ^^^ 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McsBtt* 
the  Hon.  ISTr.  Reynolds,  the  Hon.  ilr.  Sbep- 
hard,  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Wilson,  and  themorsr; 
the  Committee  to  have  power  to  send  for  P^* 
sons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  report  onor 
before  Monday  next,  the  9th  instant.  Tia» 
are  two  branclies  of  inquiry,  both  of  which  i» 
of  importance.  I  have  no  doubt,  as  I  is* 
said,  that  some  of  these  lines  will  befo^* 
be  authorized.  I  have  looked  through  tlie  if* 
of  authorization  from  time  to  time,  and  I  b»* 
not  been  able  to  trace  all  of  them.  I  have » 
doubt  now,  from  what  my  honourable  friend^ 
Colonial  Secretary  says,  that  there  are  twclis* 
which  have  not  been  authorized,  and  that  thdt 
is  a  Bill  in  Parliament  now  to  authoriie  thea. 
There  is  one  thing  which,  it  appears  to  ffc,^ 
quires  explanation — namely,  tiie  point  refes* 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin,  as  to  the  iK« 
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"Additions  to  open  lines.'*  I  understand  that 
under  that  item  it  would  be  quite  competent 
to  make  additions  to  lines.  That  is  a  very  wide 
expression,  and  I  think  such  an  expression  as 
that  ought  not  to  be  put  in  a  Bill  of  this 
character ;  because,  as  it  is,  it  could  be  applied 
to  the  extension  of  sidings,  branch  railways,  or 
carrying  the  railways  further  on.  It  would 
appear  as  though  railways  were  to  be  carried 
farther  on  by  the  words  "Additions  to  open 
lines."  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  my 
honourable  friend's  explanation  of  that  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  first  item,  I  presume  that 
no  work  has  been  done.  With  regard  to  the 
second,  I  presume  that  the  work  has  been  done, 
but  irregularly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  said  that  all 
the  lines  are  authorized  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  one  in  the  schedule,  and  that  the 
unauthorized  portion  of  that  line  will  be  au- 
thorized by  a  Bill  which  is  in  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— -I  was  refer- 
ring to  the  second  one,  and  said  that  the  second 
one  has  already  been  constructed  without  any 
authority. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— No. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— At  any  rate, 
I  think  all  these  matters  should  be  investi- 
gated, and  my  object  in  asking  for  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  see  if  what  has  been  done  is  right 
OT  wrong.  At  any  rate,  the  whole  thing  was  so 
loosely  done  that  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  a 
Committee  will  be  of  advantage,  and  we  shall 
get  on  very  much  better  in  future.  There  are 
questions  which  may  arise  as  to  how  far  the 
hues  have  been  duly  authorized,  because  the 
Act  requires  that  the  two  termini  shall  be 
stated  in  the  Act  of  authorization.  I  do  not 
&ad  that  in  several  of  them.  This  Commit- 
tee will  be  of  advantage,  to  say  whether  the 
Act  has  been  complied  with  or  not,  and  if  it 
has  not  been  complied  with  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  sot  right  in  some  way  or  other.  We 
shall  get  information,  and  upon  that  we  shall 
he  able  to  take  action,  if  action  is  required.  I 
hope  therefore  that  the  Council  will  agree  with 
me  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  this 
Committee  should  be  appointed.  I  move  its 
appointment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  should  have 
imagined,  after  the  explanation  which  has 
been  given  in  the  late  discussion,  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  would  not  press  his 
motion  at  all.  I  think  it  is  quite  uxmecessary, 
as  the  fullest  explanation  has  been  given,  and 
honourable  members  can  verify  what  has  been 
stated  by  seeing  that  every  one  of  these  rail- 
ways has  been  authorized  —  excepting,  as  I 
said,  a  portion  of  the  Helensville  line — and  that 
a  Bill  is  now  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  authorize  the  construction  of  that 
portion.  There  is  also  a  small  portion  un- 
authorized between  the  station  at  Oamaru  and 
the  breakwater.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a 
single  member  of  this  CouncU  who  will  object 
to  authorize  either  one  or  the  other  of  those 
slight  additions.  I  think  it  is  very  objection- 
able that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 


Sel.  ct  Committees  should  be  appointed  to 
delay  the  progress  of  these  Bills.  It  is  pro- 
posed by  tins  resolution  that  the  Committee 
should  report  on  Monday  next.  I  do  not  know 
how  ihings  will  go  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  but  I  hear  that,  in  all  probability, 
by  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next  they  expect  to 
close.  I  only  hope  it  may  be  so ;  but,  if  that 
is  the  case,  we  shall  have  little  enough  time 
for  either  Select  Committees  or  anything  else. 
If  honourable  members  will  go  down  to  the 
Public  Works  Office  they  can  see  the  whole 
authorization ;  so  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  motion.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be 
rejected,  and  that  the  Bill  will  be  committed 
to-morrow,  and  pass  through  all  its  stages. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  am  very  much 
surprised  at  the  honourable  member  desiring 
to  '*  burke  "  information  being  obtained.  This 
is  information  which  the  Coimcil  has  a  right  to 
obtain. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Council 
has  got  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— The  Council  has 
not  got  it,  or  my  honourable  friend  would  not 
have  put  this  motion  on  the  Order  Paper.  It 
is  admitted  that  some  of  these  lines  have  not 
been  authorized.  Besides,  I  do  not  agree  with 
my  horourable  friend  as  to  the  duration  of  the 
session.  Whatever  time  is  required  to  deli- 
berate over  Bills  should  be  granted.  It  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
close  the  session.  We  must  just  'bide  the  time 
of  the  other  House,  and  we  have  plenty  of  time 
to  do  all  the  work  without  any  hurry.  This 
excuse  is  always  brought  forward  to  burke  dis- 
cussion. We  should  not  swallow  everything 
because  it  is  near  the  end  of  the  session.  I 
shall  support  the  amendment,  and  I  think  the 
Council  will  be  doing  what  is  right  in  pass-, 
ingit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— When  I  was 
speaking  in  favour  of  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  I  was  unaware  of  anything  being  in  this 
Bill  in  connection  with  Oamaru,  or  I  should 
not  have  spoken.  I  was  surprised  when  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  referred  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  shows  that 
he  himself  wants  very  much  more  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  than  he  has,  when  he  ven- 
tures to  speak  of  the  extension  of  the  railway 
from  Helensville  northward  as  a  slight  addi- 
tion to  the  lines  already  authorized.  He  calls 
a  railway  of  one  hundred  miles  a  slight  addition 
to  the  already-authorized  railways. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  should  like  to 
n^.uke  one  remark  with  regard  to  what  has 
f.ilenfrom  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds.  He  says 
tl.at,  from  what  he  hears,  they  are  likely  to 
finish  by  Tuesday  next  in  another  place. 
This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  that  we  have 
had  very  good  reason  to  complain  of  Bills  not 
being  sent  up  here  earUer,  and  then  their  being 
hurried  through  at  last.  All  I  can  say  is,  if 
the  conference  of  this  Committee  keeps  both 
Houses  waiting  a  week,  it  does  not  the  lesbst 
matter — it  would  be  a  very  good  lesson.  This 
Loan  Bill  ought  to  have  been  sent  up  before^ 
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and  the  Government  would  have  no  riffht  to 
complain  of  the  lesson :  in  iact,  it  it  what  is 
ven*  much  wanted « and  I  should  be  very  glad  if 
it  were  given  now.  It  would  show,  at  all 
events,  that  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
determined  to  act  as  reasonable  beings,  and 
that  they  will  not  swallow  ever>'thing  sent  up 
to  them  without  giving  due  consideration  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  quite  expected 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Re\*nolds,  after  the  speech 
he  made,  would  himself  agree  to  the  Com- 
mittee, because  he  says  there  is  a  Bill  now 
before  the  other  House  to  authorize  what  he 
calls  "a  slight  addition/*  treating  it  very 
lightly,  but  which,  as  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has 
reminded  us,  is  a  line  that  has  always  been 
spoken  of  as  one  that  would  cost  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds.  I  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was)  at  one  time  in  that  dis- 
trict; but  he  evidently  does  not  understand  the 
business.  If  a  Bill  to  authorize  that  railway 
is  to  be  sent  to  us,  then  we  have  plenty  of  time 
to  send  this  Loan  Bill  to  the  Committee  for 
the  matters  affected  by  it  to  be  investigated. 
We  should  see  if  the  authorizing  Bill  is  passed 
before  the  Loan  Bill  is  passed.  Wliile  the  Loan 
Bill  is  before  the  Committee  proposed  there 
will  be  plenty  of  time  to  see  if  the  other 
Bill  commends  itself  to  the  Council  or  not, 
and  then  we  can  act  accordingly  when  the 
Limn  Bill  conies  back.  Besides  the  "slight 
avidition  *'  spoken  of  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Re>Tioids, 
the  schedule  is  so  wrapped  up  that  no  one  can 
understand  it.  Even  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 
did  not  know  that  his  own  little  line  was  in- 
cluded in  it.  I  should  really  like  to  know 
what  is  involved  in  the  scliedule ;  but  it  would 
take  a  clever  man  to  fmd  it  out,  unless  it  is 
investigated  in  the  wav  proposed.  I  think 
there  ciui  hardly  be  any  objection  to  let  the 
Bill  go  to  a  Committee.  It  is,  I  think,  as 
difficult  for  me  as  for  any  member  to  stay  here, 
but  I  am  quite  ready  to  stop  any  necessary 
time  to  thoroughlv  consider  these  important 
Bills. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KOBINSON.— I  have  only  one 
word  to  say,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  .\cland  has  antici- 
pated me.'  The  argument  h*i5  been  used  that, 
tK'cause  it  is  near  tl:e  end  of  the  session  and 
time  presses,  we  must  pass  this  Bill  without 
delay.  But.  if  the  Council  acimitted  that  sort 
0£  argument  and  allowed  it  to  influence  its 
conduct,  it  would  be  taken  as  a  precedent  on 
future  occasions,  and  whenever  there  was  an 
imix»rti\nt  B.il  to  Ih>  sent  up  it  would  be  said, 
**  1\>  not  send  it  to  the  Council  till  the  last  day 
of  the  session,  and  then  tell  them  they  must 
pass  it.**  1  think  tb.erv  is  ample  ground  for 
inquiry  by  a  Commit tte.  because,  for  instance, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  S!;rimski  hi\s  sjiivl  that  he  had 
never  heanl  tliat  a  hue  in  h:s  district  was  in- 
cludov!  in  this  Bill :  ar.d  we  have  also  been  told 
that  anotl'.er  line  meniiv^ne^i  in  the  schedule 
has  nvH  vet  Iven  auth  ^rirod. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  am  quit*  at  a 
loss  to  understand  why  this  Comii:ittoe  should 
be  apix^inted.  U  has  Iveu  said  the  C.^ir.miitee 
can  got  information:  but  what  mformauvin  is 
there  that  the  Committer  can  get  more  than 


we  have  already?  The  Government  hxn  tatt 
OS  that  all  the  railways  in  the  sehedok  m 
anthorized  except  one ;  and  to  au&onse  1^ 
there  is  a  Bill  now  in  progren.  Is  it  lib^ 
that  the  Ministers  in  this  Council  hsve  tA 
us  what  is  not  exactly  trae?  If  &ere  is  aaf 
doubt  abont  that,  it  is  perfectly  zi^  t§\ 
ask  for  a  Committee  of  inquiry  to  find  ogl! 
whether  what  the  Oovemment  has  tcdd  ns  ii 
true  or  not.  What  is  it  that  is  goiii^  to  bt 
ascertained  by  the  Committee  f  Is  it  &  res- 
tive positions  of  these  railways,  and  wbe^ltf 
they  are  likely  to  pay  or  not  ? 

An  Hon.  Membea.— No ;  the  state  of  tbs 
works  on  them,  and  so  on. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMAKN.— Well,  lookii^^ 
the  members  of  the  proposed  Committee,  hjL 
likely  that  they  can  have  so  much  knovie^ 
as  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Coancil  no^ 
have,  consisting  of  members  from  all  tbe  £»• 
tricts  in  the  colony  ?  The  members  of  tise  pBK 
posed  Conunittee  can  have  only  partial  kasv* 
ledge.  To  know  the  state  of  the  difierent  liss 
you  want  all  the  information  that  hocoonl^ls 
members  coming  from  the  difierent  di^nes 
can  give,  and  the  members  of  the  propcsei 
Committee  cannot  possess  information  tf  t» 
all  the  lines. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY.— I  shall  vote  sg^iifit 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee.  The  Gopss- 
ment  have  given  us  an  assurance  that  sll  tia 
lines  in  the  schedule  are  authorized  bat  as, 
and  that  that  one  will  be  authorized  before  ^ 
Bill  is  passed.  I  do  not  think  the  Govenmiat 
would  state  to  the  Cotmcil  as  a  fact  whslt^ 
could  not  substantiate.  In  Committee  of  &s 
Whole  we  shall  have  a  perfect  right  to  ascertam 
if  what  has  been  stated  is  true,  and,  if  we  M 
it  is  not,  then  we  can  throw  out  tiie  BiH  ca 
the  third  reading.  But  I  do  not  think  tte 
(iovemment  would  place  themselves  in  tint 
position,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  ^ 
Committee. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question, "  1^ 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  ptft  d 
the  question.** 

Ates,  17. 
Baillie  Dignan  Shephard 

Bamicoat  TAtimfcun  Shrimski 

Bathgate  Martin  Swanson 

Bonar  Reeves  Walker 

Bucklev  Revnolds  Wigley. 

Campbell  Scotland 

KoES,  20. 
Acland  Kenny  Pollen 

Brandon  ManteU  Robinson 

Brett  McLean  Whitaker 

Fraser  Menzies  Williams 

Grace  Miller  Williamson 

Holmes  Peacock  Wilson. 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Peter 

Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  negaUved,  and  the  Hon,  Su:  F.  Whiir 
aker*s  amendment  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 
The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bfi 
was  read  a  first  time. 
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On  the  question,  That  the  second  rea^ding  be 
made  an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said,— I  desire  to 
ask,  Sir,  whether— a  Bill  similar  in  name  and, 
I  beh'eve,  in  substance  having  been  recently 
laid  aside  by  the  Council  by  your  direction — it 
is  competent  to  proceed  with  this  Bill.  Per- 
haps, Sir,  you  would,  if  you  think  it  desirable, 
consider  the  matter  before  the  Bill  comes  on 
to-morrow,  and  then  give  your  ruling. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  will  do  that  if 
the  Council  so  desire ;  but  I  may  state  now 
that  the  position  is  different  from  what  it 
would  have  been  if  the  Council  had  definitely 
rejected  the  former  Bill.  I  understand  that  in 
this  Bill  the  amendments  which  the  Council 
wished  to  make  in  the  Bill  laid  aside  have 
been  made,  and  therefore  I  think  no  delay  in 
proceeding  with  it  should  take  place.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  further  de- 
hbcrate  on  the  matter  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
if  the  Council  thinks  there  are  doubts  I  will 
do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  understand 
this  Bill  to  be  virtually  the  same  as  the  one 
laid  aside  by  the  Council.  The  Bill  carries  out 
the  views  of  the  Council,  and  I  cannot  see  how 
any  objection  can  now  be  raised  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAILWAY 
LOAN  APPLICATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  do  not  think 
I  need  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Council 
in  explaining  this  Bill — the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  Application  Bill — of  which 
I  now  move  the  second  reading.  An  Act  was 
passed  in  1882  authorizing  a  special  loan  of  a 
million  for  the  construction  of  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway.  It  is  now  proposed  to 
raise  this  loan;  but,  before  doing  so,  this  Bill 
has  been  introduced  to  declare  the  route  of  the 
railway,  and,  in  addition,  it  *•  ear-marks  "  the 
loan,  so  that  no  portion  of  it  can  be  used  for 
any  purposes  whatever  other  than  what  are 
stated  in  this  Bill.  The  3rd  clause  says,  '*  It 
is  hereby  expressly  declared  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  recommend  to 
Parliament  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of 
the  moneys  so  authorized  to  be  borrowed  to 
any  other  purpose."  Clause  4  specifies  the  ob- 
jects on  which  the  money  to  be  raised  can  be 
lawfully  expended ;  while  section  5  declares 
thjit  ^  per  cent,  of  the  land  acquired — 

*'.  .  .  shall  be  set  apart  and  reserved  in  such 
blocks  and  at  such  times  as  the  Governor  shall 
direct;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor, 
subject  to  the  ratification  thereof  by  resolution 
pas.sed  by  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
to  grant  the  same,  in  such  blocks  as  he  shall 
think  fit,  as  reserves  for  the  endowment  of  such 
Education  Boards  and  Hospital  and  Charitable 
Aid  Boards  and  institutions  within  the  North 
Island  as  he  shall  think  fit ;  and  the  remainder 
of  snch  lands  shall  constitute  a  railway  reserve, 
the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  applied,  as  Par- 
liament shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  in  the 
construction  of  the  said  main  trunk  railway, 


and  of  branch  railways,  tramways,  or  roads  in 
connection  therewith.'* 

I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  particular 
in  the  Bill  that  I  need  explain  further,  an4 
therefore  I  move,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a- 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  presume  the 
fact  that  none  of  our  North  Island  friends  are 
rising  to  speak  on  this  Bill  shows  that  they  are 
satisfied  with  it.  We  have  been  told  that  all 
loan  funds  are  to  be  "ear-marked,"  so  that 
they  shall  not  be  taken  for  any  other  purposes- 
than  those  for  which  they  were  raised  ;  but  it 
is  very  strange  that  the  first  *'  ear-marking  "^ 
Bill  we  have  after  the  general  Loan  Bill 
should  propose  to  ta>ke  away  for  one  purpose' 
a  large  portion  of  a  loan  authorized  for  another 
purpose.  No  doubt  it  may  be  said  that  the 
provision  at  the  end  of  the  Bill — that  the  lemd 
bought  with  the  money  taken  from  this  loan 
should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  devoted  to  the 
completion  of  the  line — is  founded  on  a  good 
intention ;  but  I  think  that,  instead  of  meddling 
with  this  loan,  which  is  so  positively  stated  to 
be  **  ear-marked,"  and  taking  a  part  of  it  to- 
buy  land  with,  it  would  be  better  that  the 
£100,000  proposed  to  be  taken  should  be  put- 
in  the  schedule  of  the  general  Loan  Bill.  Not 
that  I  advocate  for  one  moment  the  Govern- 
ment engaging  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land. 
For  years  I  have  strenuously  opposed  the  Go- 
vernment touching  or  buying  Native  land, 
because  they  cannot  touch  pitch  without  being 
defiled.  I  really  do  earnestly  entreat  them,, 
whatever  they  may  do,  to  stop  the  purchase 
of  this  Native  land,  except  through  the  usual 
channel  that  is  provided  by  the  passing  of 
the  Native  Lands  Administration  Act — that  is, 
that  Native  lands  must  be  sold  in  the  same 
way  as  Crown  lands  are  sold  to  other  people. 
I  really  cannot  see  why  the  Natives  should 
not  be  asked  to  give  a  large  amount  of  land 
in  consideration  of  the  making  of  this  rail- 
way, which  must  so  very  largely  increase 
the  value  of  what  land  would  remain  to 
them ;  and  I  think  the  railway  should  not  be 
made  unless  they  made  grants  of  land  to  the 
colony.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  a  Euro- 
pean would  not  do  it ;  but  a  European  would 
never  for  one  moment  be  allowed  to  tie  up  so 
huge  an  area  of  land  as  the  Natives  are  doings 
and  allowing  no  settlers  to  go  on  it.  How  long 
would  it  be  tolerated  in  any  European  if  he  tied 
up  a  large  part  of  the  country  in  that  way  ?  I 
do  not  like  the  Bill ;  but,  if  the  people  most 
directly  interested  in  it  do  not  object  to  it,  it  is 
no  business  of  mine  to  do  so,  further  than  to 
raise  my  protest  against  two  things  I  abhor — 
the  taking  of  money  allocated  to  one  purpose 
to  be  used  for  another  purpose,  ajid  the  spend- 
ing of  that  money  in  the  purchase  of  Native 
land  by  the  Government. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BEER  DUTY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— The  object  of 
the  present  amendment  is  to  protect  the  brewer 
against  the  imposition  of  revenue,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  revenue  to  a  certain  extent  against  the 
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brewer.  It  seems  a  vrry  curious  thing  that  it 
fi}.ouId  be  so ;  but  it  is  so.  I  belirvv  that  in  1880, 
whon  the  Act  \va.s  })a.sso(l  licoustng  brewers,  the 
question  was  raised  whether,  notwithstanding 
the  imposition  of  duty  on  beer  in  casks,  they 
could  sell  bottled  beer  in  quantities  not  less 
than  two  gallons  without  taking  out  a  wholesale 
or  other  license.  It  appears  it  has  been  held 
in  the  Courts  in  pomo  parts  of  the  colony  that 
to  do  that  it  would  bo  nece-nary  for  the  brewers 
to  take  out  another  lioinse  of  k^O  a  year. 
That  has  been  con  bid* -red  very  unfair,  and  this 
Bill  proposes  to  remc^ly  it ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  provision  is  made  in  the  Hill  by  which 
brewers  will  not  bo  abif  to  bottle  beer  except 
from  casks  bearing  staiii]>i«,  as  required  by  the 
Act  of  18S0.  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  oHicers  who  have  charge  of  the  revenue  that 
a  great  deal  of  illicit  action  has  been  taken  by 
some  brewers,  and  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing the  revenue  it  is  considered  undesirable 
that,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
passing  of  this  Hill,  they  should  carry  on  the 
business  of  corvlial  and  aerated-water  manufac- 
ture or  the  bottling  of  liquors  of  any  kind  in  a 
brewery.  With  the  view  of  preventing  such 
illicit  action,  it  is  proposed  that  a  brewer  shall 
not  bo  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
bottling  in  the  brewery  itself.  The  Bill  is  one 
that  is  considered  essentially  necessary  by  the 
Revenue  Department,  and  I  hope  it  will  bo  read 
a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DIONAN.  — I  shall  bo  most 
happy  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill ;  but  I  will  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  it  to  make  some  slight  amend- 
ment in  clause  7  when  it  is  in  Committee,  for 
really  the  power  which  is  sought  to  be  obtained 
here  by  the  Conunisbioner  is  too  arbitrary 
altogether.  .\  br«,wer  is  a  man  who  is,  un- 
fortunately, at  the  mercy  of  his  servants,  and 
the  conunission  of  some  slight  wrong  might 
cause  him  to  forfeit  his  license.  That  penalty, 
1  think,  is  too  severe.  I  think  that  a  fine  or 
the  suspension  of  his  license  for  a  short  period 
would  fully  compon«;ato  for  the  injury  done. 
I  shall  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  em- 
body that  sup^vstiou  in  the  7tli  clause. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WIHTAKEK.— In  reference 
to  this  Bill,  I  should  like  to  ask  your  opinion, 
Sn-.  as  to  whether  it  is  one  that  we  can  deal 
with  at  all  in  Committee.  So  far  as  I  can  see, 
it  seems  to  be  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  levy- 
ing certain  duties.  A  decision  was  given  the 
other  day  on  a  Bill,  and  it  appears  that  this 
conies  within  tlie  Fame  category. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BCCKLEY.— The  Hon.  Mr. 
Digiian  pointed  out  to  mo  this  morning  the 
matter  he  has  now  mentioned.  It  seems  tome 
to  be  a  thing  that  we  could  scarcely  alter,  but  I 
shall  be  happy  to  consider  the  suggestion  of  the 
lionourable  gentleman.  It  seems  to  be  a  very 
hivrd  clause,  and  probably  we  may  settle  it  by 
a  message  from  the  Governor.  It  seems  very 
hard  that  a  brewer  should  have  his  license 
taken  awav  altogether. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  have  not  been 
able  to  look  at  this  Bill,  but  I  have  very  little 
doubt  that  it  is  a  Bill  which  cannot  be  amended 
lion.  Mr.  JUickley 


by  the  Council.    I  think  the  original  fi«1 
was  brought  down  as  a  revenue  BilL 
that  question  does  not  now  arise,  ud  I  \ 
look  into  it. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DECEASED  PERSONS*  ESTATES  DC 

BILL. 

IN  cosncnTEE. 

Clause  2. — Provisions  enabling  persoostok 

examined  as  to  disposal  of  an  estatelulilel 

duty. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHTTAKERmow^.Tii 
subsection  (5) — Witness  not  to  beeicosedi 
ground  that  answer  may  criminate  oiid-I 
erased. 

The  Committee  divided  en  the  q»ssi 
**That  the  subsection  stand  part  <^  d 
clause.." 

Ayes,  7. 


Bamicoat 

Dignan 

PoUen 

Bathgate 
Buckley 

Lahmann 
Noes,  19. 

Reynolds. 

Bonar 

Johnson,  G.  B. 

Shephari 

Brandon 

Kenny 

Brett 

^IcLean 

Whitaker 

Chamberlin 

Menziea 

Wiglcy 

Eraser 

Miller 

Williamso 

Grace 

Peacock 

Wilson. 

Holmes 

Majority  against 

,12. 

Subsection  struck  out. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendment. 

HARBOURS  BHjL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  the  appoie 
ment  of  a  Committee — to  consist  of  the  Ho 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  and  I 
mover — to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeicg  * 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  R^ 
sentatives  in  the  Harbours  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DEEDS  AND  INSTRUMENTS  REGIS-  ' 
TRATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  this  U 
—  the  Deeds  and  Instruments  Regista&ca 
Bill  —  has  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  rf 
removing  certain  difficulties  which  now  eiiit 
in  the  establishment  of  Government  agaoa 
under  "  The  Deeds  Registration  Act,  11^" 
in  the  small  towns.  The  duties  (rf  thwe 
agencies  would  be  to  receive  deeds  and  otiis 
instruments  or  papers,  and  submit  them  t» 
the  Registrar,  according  to  the  Deeds  Rfl^ 
tration  Act ;  and  the  word  "  instrument  *"  i»- 
eludes  ''any  Cro^^na  grant,  deed,  contract, viH 
codicil,  exemplification  or  certified  copr  d 
will,  probate,  testamentary  order,  ceitificati, 
power  of  attorney  " 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Where  is  i3 
that  ?     I  do  not  find  it  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  not  then. 
I  say  that  the  word  "  instrument "  means  wist 
I  am  pointing  out.  It  applies  to  all  tbow 
documents  I  have  mentioned,  and,  to  cootiasfi 
the  recital,  also  to  the  following :  **  copy  ^ 
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Order  in  Council,  affidavit,  memorandum, 
notice,  memorial,  or  other  document,  either 
written  or  printed,  or  partly  written  and 
partly  printed,  affecting  any  land  within  the 
colony  authorized  to  be  registered  by  this 
Act  or  by  any  law  which  is  now  or  may  be 
hereafter  in  force,  relating  to  the  registration 
of  documents  affecting  real  property."  This 
is  the  interpretation  of  the  word  "  instrument'* 
in  the  Deeds  Registration  Act.  Sections  3,  4, 
and  5  of  the  Bill  enable  deeds  to  bo  sent  from 
one  place  to  another  for  registration  without 
personal  attendance  at  the  registration  office. 
At  present,  persons  registering  any  deed  are  re- 
quired to  attend  personally  at  the  registration 
office ;  and  this  is  to  do  away  with  the  necessity 
for  a  personal  attendance.  It  also  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  district  agents,  uiid  for  the 
order  in  which  deeds  are  to  bo  registered.  Sec- 
tion 7  is  to  remove  an  anomaly  that  arose  in 
consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Westland  and 
Grey  Education  Act  of  1885,  it  happening  that 
dealings  in  reserves  required  to  bo  registered 
in  Westland,  although  some  of  the  reserves  are 
situated  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson. 
Section  8  is  to  enable  land  held  under  perpetual 
lease  or  for  village-settlement  purposes  to  be 
brought  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  Section 
9  is  to  meet  an  obvious  mistake  iu  the  Land 
Act,  from  a  certain  clause  of  which  the  word 
"not"  was  accidentally  omitted.  I  may  say 
that  this  Bill  is  mostly  of  ^  technical  charac- 
ter, and  I  do  not  think  it  requires  much  ex- 
planation. I  have  therefore  to  move,  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon,  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  —  If  my 
honourable  friend  has  got  the  information,  I 
should  like  to  be  told  under  what  law  per- 
sons are  to  attend  personally  to  register  a 
deed.  It  is  something  perfectly  novel  to  me. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  very  foundation  of 
this  Bill  is  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  persons 
attending  personally  to  register  deeds.  The 
Bill,  I  suppose,  falls  through  if  that  is  not  re- 
quired. The  best  way  is  to  take  an  instance. 
Take  Wellington.  There  is  a  registration  office 
at  Wellington,  and  there  is  not  one  at  Mana- 
watu.  Supposing  the  agent  at  IManawatu  re- 
ceives a  deed,  and  at  the  same  time  one  is 
presented  here,  which  is  to  have  precedence  ? 
That  may  happen  constantly.  A  man  may 
leave  a  deed  at  Manawatu  or  Wairarapa,  and 
in  the  meantime  another  deed  for  the  same 
land  is  put  in  the  registration  office  here. 
Which  is  to  have  priority?  The  Registrar 
could  not  refuse  to  receive  one  here,  I  pre- 
sume ;  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  say  he 
should  not  receive  it.  He  might  have  to  wait  to 
hear  from  all  the  registration  offices  through- 
out the  district  whether  deeds  had  not  been 
eft  at  any  of  them.  I  think  this  Bill  should 
more  properly  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary:  perhaps  he  will 
explain  how  it  is  that  everybody  has  to  attend 
personally.  I  was  not  aware  that  that  was  the 
law.  Perhaps  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
may  help  his  colleague  out  of  the  difficulty 
hj  explaining  where  the  requirement  is  to  be 
iound. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.— It  is  exceedingly 
inconsistent  for  the  Government  to  talk  about 
the  necessity  for  retrenchment  and  for  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  officers  when  here  is  a 
Bill  enabling  them  to  appoint  any  number  of 
Deputy-Registrars  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
This  Bill  takes  away  from  the  solicitor  the  re- 
sponsibility of  forwarding  through  his  own  agent 
at  the  town  where  the  registration  office  is,  and 
the  responsibility  for  the  correctness  and  the 
receipt  of  the  deed.  By  the  Deeds  Registra- 
tion Act  a  party  is  bound  to  send  the  deed  to 
the  Registrar  by  some  agent  or  person  whom 
he  trusts,  and  that  party  is  bound  to  examine 
the  deed,  and  so  relieve  the  Government  of  the 
responsibility  for  any  mistake  in  the  deed. 
Here  the  deed,  when  recorded,  is  not  to  bo 
signed  by  the  party  interested,  but  by  the 
Registrar  or  Deputy-Registrar.  The  Bill  ap- 
pears to  be  altogether  useless  and  out  of  place, 
and  will  simply  mean  the  appointment  of 
officers  throughout  the  country  to  relieve 
private  persons  of  a  responsibility,  and  throw 
that  responsibility  on  the  Government.  I 
move,  That  the  Bill  bo  read  the  second  time 
this  dav  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— There  is  no  doubt 
the  Government  have  a  right  to  conduct  their 
business  as  they  think  most  conducive  to  the 
progress  of  business ;  but  it  does  seem  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  that  legal  Bills  should 
always  be  taken  charge  of  by  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  particularly  when 
they  are,  as  this  one  is,  of  a  purely  technical 
character.  I  listened  with  all  the  attention  I 
could,  as  I  always  do,  but  for  once,  at  all 
events,  the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation 
was  by  no  means  clear.  I  may  be  supposed 
to  be  speaking  with  some  professional  feeling  ; 
but  I  can  assure  honourable  members  that  is 
not  the  case.  If  I  considered  that  this  Bill 
would  be  of  any  possible  benefit  to  the  public 
I  should  consider  it  my  duty  to  support  it ;  but 
I  think  the  very  reverse  is  the  case.  This  is 
one  of  those  small  Bills  to  the  nature  of 
which  I  entirely  object :  that  is,  it  is  establish- 
ing an  army  of  small  officers  with  small  sala- 
ries and  with  practically  no  duties  at  all.  No 
expense  will  be  saved.  The  real  history  of  the 
thing  is  this:  There  are  some  towns — con- 
siderable towns,  even — where  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  business,  but  not  enough  to  justify 
the  establishment  of  a  branch  registration  office. 
Deeds  have  to  be  forwarded  from  these  towns 
to  the  nearest  registration  office.  What  is  done 
now  is,  that  parties  with  deeds  requiring 
registration  forward  the  deeds  to  their  agents 
at  an  expense  agreed  upon  among  themselves. 
This  Bill  proposes  that  there  shall  be  a  proper 
person  to  act  as  registration  agent.  He  is  to 
receive  these  deeds,  and  forward  them  by  post, 
and  then  charge  a  fee  for  doing  so.  I  venture 
to  say  that  that  fee  will  bo  as  much  as  the  agent 
charges.  Then,  you  have  more  officers  appointed, 
more  accounts  opened  with  the  Treasury,!  and 
more  risk  of  the  money  being  made  away  with ; 
and  all  that  is  got  for  it  is  some  little  patronage. 
The  duties  of  the  officer  would  be  small  indeed, 
and  consequently  it  would  only  mean  a  little 
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more  patronage  to  the  Postmastor-General,  for 
I  profiume  it  would  bo  tho  Postmaster-General 
who  would  do  this.  I  do  not  see  what  more  pro- 
tection against  loss  would  be  given  than  there 
is  now.  The  district  agent  would  have  to  send 
the  deed  by  post ;  consequently  the  risk  of  the 
deed  being  lost  would  be  as  great  as  it  is  now. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  5th  Au^just,  2886. 


Gold  Duty  BillB— Waiumte  and  Sandhurst  Railwav- 
BtatioDB— KivorHdale- Balfour  TeUiihonc— Schools 
of  Miues,  \Vt»»t  Coast  —  Foxtoxi  New  Plymouth 
Hallway  --  Napier  -  Woodville  liailway  —  Half- 
tuoou  Bay  — Lyttt'ltou-ChriHtchurch  Kailway  — 
(Sovernment  Laljourorn  —  Dutitroon-Hakat<>ra- 
iiH'a  liailway  Katinx  -Public  Works  EntiiDates— 
Kiiiheries  Consorvation  Bill— Si»ecial  Powers  aud 
CoQtractH  Bill  — District  Railways  Purchasing 
Bill— Shafi  Point  Coal  Company— Sitting  of  Par- 
liament at  Christchurch-  sujiply. 

Mr.  SpxAXxm  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'olock. 

P&ATXM. 

GOLD  DUTY  BILLS. 

Mr.  Larkach  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  search  the  Journals  of 
tlio  Legislative  Council  in  relation  to  the  Gold 
Duty  Bills.  The  Committee  reported  that  the 
(ioUl  Export  Duty  Abolition  Hill  had  been 
negatived  on  the  motion  for  the  second  reading, 
and  that  the  Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill  had 
been  laid  aside,  as  being  in  contravention  of 
Standing  Order  No.  l.'U, 

Mr.  LARNACU  moved,  That  a  Select  Com- 
mitteu  be  appointed  to  search  for  precedents, 
in  order  to  ascertain  and  report  upon  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  this  House  with  regard  to  the 
imposition  and  remission  of  taxation  and  duties 
payable  to  the  Crown  :  the  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Conolly,  Mr.  Fergus, 
Colonel  Fraser.  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Seddon, 
'hlx.  Guinness,  Mr.  Pyke,  and  the  mover. 

Mr.  PYKE. — No  doubt  the  Government  are 
taking  the  right  course  in  tho  motion  they  have 
proposed,  because  they  are  simply  following  the 
precedents  laid  down  by  tho  oldest  Legislature 
in  the  world — the  Imperial  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  me  to 
point  out  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  popular  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  respective  powers  and 
privileges  of  this  House  and  the  other  brancli  of 
the  Legislature.  Of  course  it  is  an  accepted 
theory  that  this  House  occupies  relatively  the 
same  position  in  the  colony  as  the  House  of 
Commons  does  at  Home,  and  that  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  occupies  the  same  position  rela* 
tivcly  as  the  House  of  Lords  at  Home,  the 
Governor  representing  the  other  estate  of  the 
realm — namely,  tho  Crown ;  and  it  is  supposed, 
popularly,  that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature has  a  right  to  reject  the  whole  of  a 
money  Bill.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  House 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilton 


of  Lords  has  frequently  claimed  and  oatmL 
that  right ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  Camaiai 
of  England  never  permitted  them  to  do  so «. 
any  one  occasion  without  denying  the  rigfatM 
claimed,  and  recording  strongly  their  proiBi 
against  its  exercise.  Formerly  the  Lords  era 
claimed  the  right  to  amend  money  Bills.  Tbl 
they  have  abandoned,  and  now  it  is  a  qnestaa 
whether  they  can  reject  the  whole  of  a  moa^ 
Bill  or  not.  The  records  of  Hatsell  show  thiit^ 
six  cases  in  which  the  House  of  CommoDs  re- 
fused to  pass  over  in  silence  the  rejeeticm  cf 
any  of  their  money  measures  by  the  Hooseof 
Lords,  and  solemnly  entered  their  protest  So 
far  back  as  1678,  a  money  Bill  having  been  r- 
jected  by  the  upper  branch  of  the  Legislstaze, 
the  House  of  Commons  resolved,— 

"  That  all  aids  and  supplies  and  aids  to  Hii 
Majesty  in  Parliament  are  the  sole  gift  of  tb< 
Commons ;  and  that  it  is  the  nndoabted  tad 
sole  right  of  the  Commons  to  direct,  limit,  sod 
appoint  in  such  Bills  the  ends,  purposes,  eoa- 
siderations,  conditions,  limitations,  and  qusli&* 
cation  of  such  grants,  which  ought  nol  to  1» 
changed  or  altered  by  the  Lords." 

Again,  in  1692—1  pass  over  a  large  nmnba 
of  cases,  because  any  honourable  member  vh» 
chooses  to  refer  to  Hatsell  will  find  the  wbds 
of  the  precedents  set  out — they  resolved,— 

**  That  the  right  of  granting  supplies  to  tte 
Crown  is  in  the  Commons  alone,  as  an  esental 
part  of  their  institution ;  and  the  limitatkn 
of  all  such  grants  as  to  the  matter,  m&u^t 
measure,  and  time  is  only  in  them,  whidi  ii 
so  well  known  to  be  fundamentally  setded  in 
them  that  to  give  reasons  for  it  has  beai  a- 
teemed  by  our  ancestors  to  be  a  weakening^ 
that  right." 

And  so  far  did  they  carry  their  insistaEce 
upon  the  privileges  of  the  House  in  that  R- 
spect  that,  in  1708.  the  Commons  actaaB? 
disagreed  with  the  amendments  made  br  ^ 
Lords  in  a  Bill  for  covering  the  dome  of  St. 
Paul's  with  copper,  the  Lords  proposing  to 
cover  it  with  lead,  on  the  ground  that  ''tfc« 
money  for  building  the  said  cathedral  «» 
granted  by  the  Commons,  and  therefore  Sw 
application  thereof  doth  belong  to  them. 
Now,  this  quarrel  between  the  two  Hoases-- 
or,  rather,  this  stubborn  insistance  npoD  vn 
rights  of  the  Commons — continued  in  tiiefom 
which  I  have  mentioned  up  to  1860.  In  19® 
the  Paper  Duties  Repeal  JBill  was  sent  op  » 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  by  them  rejected. 
whereupon  search  was  made,  as  it  has  beai 
made  in  this  instance,  and  a  resolution  *«» 
passed  upon  the  subject.  At  that  time  M 
Palmerston  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasmj, 
and  ^Ir.  Gladstone  Chancellor  of  theEicheqaer; 
and  I  have  a  copy  here  of  the  resolutions  thea 
adopted  by  the  English  House  of  Commons,  a 
which  the  right  of  the  Commons  was  so  detfir 
set  forth  that  we  have  in  them  a  clear  pn- 
cedent  laid  down,  which  alone  is  sufficient » 
guide  any  colonial  Legislature  to  their  pr»p^ 
duty  in  such  a  matter.  These  were  the  reso- 
lutions assented  to,  unanimously,  after  vfo 
days'  debate,  in  the  Commons  : — 

"  1.  That  the  right  of  granting  aids  andsiq^ 
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poet  to  the  Grown  is  in  the  Commons  alone,  as 
an  essential  pcurt  of  their  constitution ;  and 
^t  the  limitation  of  all  such  grants  as  to 
matter^  manner,  measure,  and  time  is  only  in 
them. 

"2.  That,  althoQgh  the  Lords  have  exercised 
the  power  of  rejecting  Bills  of  several  descrip- 
tianB  relating  to  taxation  by  negativing  the 
whole,  yet  the  exercising  by  them  of  that 
power  has  not  been  frequent,  and  is  justly  re- 
garded by  this  House  with  peculiar  jecJousy, 
as  affecting  the  rights  of  the  Commons  to  grant 
the  supplies,  and  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  service  of  the  year. 

"  3.  That,  to  guard  for  the  future  against  an 
undne  exercise  of  that  power  by  the  Lords,  and 
to  secure  to  the  Commons  their  rightful  con- 
trol over  taxation  and  supply,  this  House  has 
in  its  own  hands  so  to  impose  and  remit  taxes 
and  to  frame  Bills  of  Supply  that  the  right  of 
the  Commons  as  to  the  matter,  manner,  mea- 
sure, and  time  may  be  maintained  inviolate." 

The  Commons  did  not  stop  there.  They 
gave  practical  effect  to  their  resolution.  Lord 
Palmezston  and  Mr.  Gladstone  were  not  the 
men  to  go  down  to  the  House  and  ask  the 
House  to  consider  the  subject  without  going 
further.  They  put  this  resolution  into  effect 
in  the  following  year ;  for  what  did  they  do  ? 
In  1861  they  brought  down  a  Bill  "  continuing 
certain  Duties  of  Customs  and  Liland  Reve- 
nue for  the  Service  of  Her  Majesty :"  that  is 
24  Vict.,  chapter  20,  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  rates  and  duties  of  Customs,  imposing 
Excise  duties  and  income-tax,  and  repealing 
the  duties  on  paper.  In  that  shape  it  was 
sent  up  to  the  Eiouse  of  Lords ;  and,  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  this  is  what 
followed : — 

"The  whole  financial  arrangements  of  the 
year,  including  the  repeal  of  the  paper  duty, 
were  included  in  one  Bill,  and  sent  up  to  the 
Lords.  The  Lords,  obviously,  could  not  upset 
the  whole  financial  arrangements  of  the  year, 
and  they  were  accordingly  compelled  to  pass 
the  Bill,  and  to  submit  to  the  repeal  of  the 
paper  duties.  Since  that  time  the  same  pre- 
cedent has  been  adopted,  and  the  whole  of  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  year  have  been 
included  in  one  Bill,  and  the  Lords  have 
virtually  been  rendered  powerless  in  financial 
matters." 

To  show  that  that  has  been  done  continu- 
ously, I  may  mention  that  in  1882  there  was 
passed  an  Act— 46  Vict.,  chapter  72— which 
bears  this  title :  "  An  Act  for  amending  the 
Law  relating  to  Customs  and  Inland  Bevenue 
and  Postage  and  other  Stamps,  and  for  making 
Provision  with  respect  to  the  National  Debt 
and  the  Charges  payable  from  the  Public  Re- 
venue to  the  Commissioner  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt,  and  for  other  Purposes." 
Amongst  the  **  other  purposes  "  the  Act  abso- 
lutely repeals  payments  to  be  made  under  the 
Fortifications  Act,  and  "  so  much  of  the  Act  to 
f^cOitate  the  sale  and  transfer  of  land  in  Ire- 
land Eks  limits  certain  fees  therein  mentioned." 
From  that  time  up  to  the  present  the  whole  of 
the  financial  arrangements  have  been  put  in 


one  Bill.  If  that  course  were  followed  here  we 
should  not  have  the  beer  duty  in  one  Bill,  the. 
property-tax  in  another,  and  the  gold  duty  in 
another — the  Government  would  embrace  the 
whole  of  the  financial  arrangements  in  one 
measure,  and  throw  on  the  other  Chamber  the 
onus  and  the  danger  of  throwing  out  the  whole. 
I  would  call  attention  to  this :  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  Lords  have  on  several  occasions  exer- 
cised their  supposed  right,  but  never,  as  I  have 
said  before,  without  protest  on  the  part  of  the 
Commons ;  but  even  Lord  Lyndhurst,  with  all 
his  legal  knowlege,  could  only  find  four  money 
Bills  in  two  centuries  thrown  out  by  the  House* 
of  Lords  which  did  not  embrace  some  matter 
of  policy  altogether  independent  of  the  remis- 
sion of  taxation.  Lord  Palmerston  mentions, 
thirty-six  Bills  in  240  years,  but  he  also  pointed 
out  that  in  few  instances  had  money  Bills  not. 
embracing  questions  of  policy  been  thrown  out. 
The  Crown  has  a  right  to  veto  Bills  passed  in 
both  Houses,  but  it  does  not  do  it.  Since  the 
present  Royal  family  have  been  on  the  Throne 
not  one  Bill  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  has  been 
vetoed.  Charles  I.  was  very  fond  of  that  sort 
of  thing,  and  paid  the  penalty.  William  Ill- 
attempted  it  once,  but  never  again :  the  Com- 
mons taught  him  a  lesson,  and  he  dared  not 
attempt  it  again ;  and  from  that  day  to  this 
the  Crown  has  never  vetoed  a  Bill  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Legislature.  In. 
the  colonies,  it  is  true,  the  Governor  may  re- 
serve Bills  for  the  assent  of  Her  Majesty,  and 
Her  Majesty  can  withhold  that  assent.  There 
are  at  least  two  instances  in  which  that  was 
done,  and  we  know  the  result.  One  was  the 
Convicts  Prevention  Act,  of  Victoria — an  Act 
providing  that  any  one  coming  to  Victoria 
from  Tasmania  should  produce  a  certificate 
of  good  character.  That  Bill  wis  rejected, 
twice,  but  the  third  time  it  was  allowed. 
In  this  colony,  I  am  sure,  Sir,  you  will  remem- 
ber, we  passed  a  Colonial  Reciprocity  Act,  to 
which  Her  Majesty's  assent  was  withheld 
on  two  occasions,  but,  on  being  repeated  the 
third  time,  it  was  granted,  the  theory  being 
that,  although  once  a  Bill  may  be  rejected, 
yet,  if  it  is  persistently  demanded  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  then  it  should  be 
passed  by  the  other  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture as  a  whole.  Now,  in  connection  with  this 
particular  case  which  fs  now  before  the  House, 
I  would  ask  honourable  members  not  to  regard 
it  as  a  question  of  gold  duty  at  all :  if  it  were 
the  beer  duty  or  any  other  duty  that  were  in 
question  the  principle  would  be  the  same — we 
should  be  dealing  with  the  same  thing.  Do 
not,  therefore,  run  away  with  the  idea  that  it 
is  merely  a  question  of  taking  off  the  gold  duty. 
I  shall  not  say  a  word  on  the  question  of  the 
gold  duty,  either  good  or  bad,  but  shall  treat 
this  as  a  question  of  principle  only.  Now, 
what  happened?  I  find,  in  looking  over  the 
records  of  this  House,  that  in  1881,  1883, 
1884,  and  1886  —  that  is,  four  times,  to  my 
knowledge,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  more 
often  than  that — Bills  have  been  sent  up  to 
the  other  Chamber  for  the  repeal,  reduction,  or 
abolition  of  the  gold  duty,  and  they  have  all 
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been  ignominiously  rejected.  Then,  we  find 
the  Miners'  Rifihta  FeoB  Bill — first  introduced 
by  myself  in  1879,  and  again  in  1881 — passed 
this  i louse.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Mines  in  18H5 ;  and  these  Bills  and  pro- 
posuU  have  all  been  rejected  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.  Why,  the  House  of  LfOrds,  in 
its  wildest  mood,  never  dreamt  of  resisting 
the  will  of  the  Commons  to  that  extent — our 
"Lords"  have  taken  upon  themselves  more 
than  the  Lord»  would  vtnturu  to  do  at  Home. 
It  must  be  rcnieniberod  that  on  fonncr  occa- 
sions when  (told  Duty  Bills  passed  this  House 
they  wiTc  brought  in  by  private  members.  I 
admit  that  there  is  something  anomalous  in 
that ;  but  on  the  present  occasion  the  Govoni- 
ment  have  come  down  with  che  Bill  and  pro- 
posed tho  reduction,  and  we  have  a  right  to 
assume  that  they  have  counted  the  conse- 
quences — ihsit  ic  has  been  taken  into  account 
in  their  Hnaneial  arranf(ements,  and  that  they 
are  prepared  to  meet  the  t  onsecjuences  of  the 
rovhietion  of  tho  duty.  Thoreiore  there  is  a 
HtrongtT  case  than  there  has  ever  been  before, 
inivunueh  as  tho  will  of  the  (lovemment  is  as 
tho  will  of  tho  House,  and  that  never  was  the 
ca^e  before.  1  trust  that  nienib.. rs  of  this 
lliuist*  Will  nv)t  fail  to  niamtani  tho  ri^lits  and 
pUMKvt's  of  tlie  Commons  of  New  Zealand,  as 
thi'ir  anee^tei-s  iManitanuvl  them  bt  fore  for  the 
C«>mnuMis  oi  KiiijlAiul.  I  cannot  help  quoting 
ffiun  the  spot-eh  of  Loi\i  Paliucr^ton.  In  in- 
tu^iueai^  ttie  liill  he  utterovl  words  which  we 
shoulvl  e.vir>  home  to  oar  Ik  arts.     He  said, — 

**  It  woulvl  not  liavo  been  beconimg  or  even 
decent,  u^xni  an  oceaMon  in  wliieh  there  was 
an  apjvaiauee.  at  all  eviuts,  of  an  uitention 
to  in\ale  our  funeiuMis  —  it  would  not  have 
btvn  r;s!it  e-  deovut  for  this  ll.'use  to  have 
remain' vl  absolutely  Mlent.  Sueh  a  siltace 
niiii'.'.t  j\.ue  Iven  consiruod  into  a  \ieldinc  of 
ri-:.us  iuui  lunetions  wJ.u'h  wo  UKaU  stoa^lily 
to  niair.tain  m  our  liauvls.** 

l>.;t  Ki  u.s  take  tj'.o  evidence  of  tlie  Lorvls 
tlunns».lves.  Wh^n  iIi.n  ijuo>t:ou  of  t'.--*  rioeal 
of  liie  pa^nr  duly  was  beiorv*  the  Hju>e  of 
Loms.  Fari  lTrAn\iile.  in  movinc  tho  second 
rvAdir.i:of  the  VuW.  s..-.d,— and  he  put  the  w::oie 
question  in  a  nul^l.ell. — 

"  If  tile  Lonls  rvjeeicvl  it  they  w\>.iM,  to  all 
intents  and  p^irjwv-.  un;v^<o  a  o.ir.Kii  on  ll^o  ' 
people.  Ti»e  .Cj^a;  lee'.r.Uv-al  rii;.;t  of  rt'ectiui:" 
— he  continue  i — **  1  vio  not  deny.  L^  vaIIv  and 
toolinivV./.x,  the  Cr\n\n  mayrvjee:  a  H.i.  p-vssed  ; 
bv  the  ci.ur  two  bnv.-.v'iui^  of  the  1 1  .;:>.a:un*. 
Tha:.  t.-*  a  e.r:av.i 


rc>ron-.tv.-.;\  ot  i.o  M  i;;>:vrsi.  ri.e  Cr.^wn,  -jm- 
douotOvUv,  i,a>  ilie  tov  lintcal  r..;>.;  .v.-.  I  picTv  s;a- 
ti\o  to  ona:o  a  hundrtvi  potrs  to  eo  :o«  this 
House;  bat  for  ilio  Crv-wn  to  exer^.^o  t::a: 
nj;':!t  wor.'.  '.  be  a  grv^>s  a:.d  r'a^rar.:  vio'.at.on 
ot  the  Co.  v:  :.:;..  u.  T.:o  Hou><  of  Co:r,iv-.'^s 
V.;»s»  I  s,,oa.  .  a.-o  jia\.  b\  the  ivwcr  cf  ^tcTv. 
r.  ^  »..e  >.;'  ..^>.  a  :.ji.:i  tv*  iNviot*  »,"l.i  1  :> 
Ho«>o  an,;  :  ^e  Cr.^.xa:  l;:i  m  :;,.  i.:c<o  ;a- 
star.xN^i  tie  ivwer  is  ;,  r.ixvrvxi  by  oor-:;;u- 
tiona'  Uv.;^v»     \;  is  ;.'vi\:.d  ^>  rrv. 'c :*.vv/* 

Ar.d  I  ank  ;ae  Hv\.-o  to  X.vr  i:i  iii'.r.d  t-.a:   ii 
U.o  o;'.u^r  Viaiu-h  v^l  tho   l.ci, »>'.*:.;:>?   re^tci  a 


Bill  remitting  taxation,  it  is  a  far  more 
matter  than  the  rejection  of  a  Bill 
taxation.    Lord  Dufferin  also  said  this :~ 

"  The  very  fact  of  your  assent  being  zequoi 
is  a  sufficient  proof  of  your  power  of  r^eetki, 
and  I  can  quite  conceive  that  the  oeo 
may  arise  when  it  would  be  your  duty  to 
cise  that  power.  I  cannot,  however,  but  Uia^ 
that  we  should  be  acting  contrary  to 
and  to  the  spirit  of  tho  Gonstitation  in  ras^j 
ing  to  the  extreme  exercise  of  ooi  pom;^ 
except  upon  the  most  urgent  and  soleom  ootft-; 
sions.  ...  I  doubt  very  much  wbetibs^ 
there  has  been  a  single  instance  in  w&idit 
financial  scheme  initiated  in  the  Hoose  4 
Commons  has  been  interfered  with  in  tl> 
House  except  on  political  or  economic  e» 
siderations.'* 

As  for  Mr.  Gladstone,  he  denoimced  ifa 
thing  in  unmeasured  terms,  and  desgnatoi 
the  action  of  the  Lords  as  **  a  gigantic  nmofv 
tiou— the  most  gigantic  and  most  daogenai 
attempted  in  our  time.'*  I  will  not  take  up  tfai 
time  of  the  House  any  longer;  but,  bein 
sitting  down,  I  have  a  few  words  to  readfia 
the  truest  Englishman  among  them  aU.  Ml 
John  Bright  said  this : — 

*'  Our  taxes  are  drawn  from  the  capai  i 
the  country,  from  the  skill  of  its  popdatka, 
from  the  toil  of  all  those  who  work ;  ad  I 
say  that  we  shall  have  reason  for  ever  to  be 
ashamed  of  ourselves, — that  our  children  fijl 
have  to  be  ashamed  that  they  come  from  cs,-if 
we  do  not  now  resist  every  attempt  to  tab 
from  the  House  of  Commons  that  which  tte 
Constitution  has  given  to  them ;  and  wiiicliv* 
tind  to  be  essential  to  our  security  and  on 
freedom — namely,  the  absolute,  the  iiref* 
si  bio,  and  uncontrolled  management  d  tk 
taxation  and  finances  of  this  kingdom." 

Tiiese  noble  words,  addressed  by  John  Bo^ 
to  the  people  of  England,  I  repeat  to  the  Go* 
mons  of  New  Zealand. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

\V.\IMATE  AND  SANDHURST  RAILWAY- 
STATIONS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  t« 
Puhlic  Works,  Whether  he  will  provide  tfefi 
re^v-i^ito  facilities  for  loading  sheep  and  altfj 
at  me  Waimate  and  Sandhurst  (Hakateaw 
Kai'.wav- stations  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  he^tt 
inromiod  there  was  a  necessity  for  some  accoij 
m.^iatioa  at  Sandhurst,  but  it  was  not  reqaB» 
a;  Waimate.  He  would  make  further inqoin* 
with  r<:-gard  to  Waimate. 

R: VERSDALE  -  BALFOUR  TELEPHOXB. 
Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Postmaster-Gcne» 
If  lie  will  grant  telephonic  conmiunication !*• 
tw_n  Kiversdale  and  Balfour?  Balfour  <« 
>.;ui-*:vr.  lialf-way between Lumsden andBiwfl- 
.ialo.  l\:e  Postxnaster-General  had  ahead; D^ 
:or.iiv\I  him  that  he  conld  not  see  hisv*7' 
extend  the  telephone  from  Riversdale  to  Lou'' 
sUn :  but  he  now  asked  thai  it  should  be* 
tended  half'Way. 
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Sir  J.  YOG  EL  said  it  was  undesirable  to 
idertake  any  more  works  this  year,  unless 
ry  necessary.  This  extension  would  be  con- 
lered  in  April  next. 

SCHOOLS  OF  MINES,  WEST  COAST. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
hether  he  will,  at  an  early  date,  make  such 
rangements  as  may   be    necessary    for  Mr. 
oLyniont,  the  mineralogist,  to  resume  charge 

lecturer  to  the  various  Schools  of  Mines  on 
e  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  ?    It  would 

in  the  recollection  of  the  ^linister  of  Klines 
at,  in  answer  to  a  letter  he  (Mr.  Scddon) 
at  in  March  or  April  last,  he  promised  that 
t.  McLymont,  who  was  called  away  suddenly 

some  other  part  of  the  colony,  should  on  an 
fly  date  return  to  the  West  Coast,  so  as  to 
snplete  the  series  of  lectures  he  was  giving 
.ere.  The  people  there  were  very  much  in- 
rested  in  the  lectures,  and  were  desirous  he 
lould  return,  in  accordance  with  the  pledge 
ven  by  the  Minister  of  Mines. 
Mr.  LARNACH  would  communicate  with 
tofessor  Black,  who  had  the  making  of  all 
xangements  in  connection  with  the  lectures, 
id  see  what  his  arrangements  were.  Ho  ob- 
irved  from  Dr.  Black's  reports  that  it  was 
nposed  that  Mr.  McLymont  should  give  a 
fftain  number  of  lectures  on  the  West  Coast, 
ie  would  see  if  circumstances  would  render  it 
)88ible  to  have  him  stationed  there. 

POXTON-NEW  PLYMOUTH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Minister  for 
tiblic  Works,  Whether  he  will  authorize  the 
onstruction  of  level  crossings  on  the  Fox- 
m-New  Plymouth  Railway-lino,  through  the 
dwnship  of  Feilding,  on  Gladstone,  Russell, 
Dd  Fitzroy  Streets  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  several  applica- 
ions  had  been  made  for  three  level  crossings, 
nd  the  department,  so  far,  had  advised  him 
hat  they  were  not  necessary  or  desirable, 
nquiries  had  been  made  afresh  to  see  whether 
De  of  those  named  in  the  question  could  be 
Anted.     He  had  not    as   yet  received  any 

NAPIER-WOODVILLE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Vorks,  When  will  the  short  piece  of  line  re- 
laired  to  complete  the  Napier  Railway  to 
Voodville  be  let,  and  will  the  contract  provide 
M  the  completion  of  the  line  to  Woodville  in 
^ebruary  next,  when  the  contract  for  the  soc- 
iou  now  in  course  of  construction  is  to  be 
»mpleted?  The  Minister  would  give  great 
•tisfaction  to  the  people  in  his  district  if  he 
jave  a  favourable  answer.  The  line  now  under 
contract  would  be  completed  in  February  next, 
uad  that  would  leave  only  a  mile  or  a  mile  and 
ihalf  to  Woodville,  where  the  lino  was  to  stop 
br  some  time. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the 
•pecifications  were  just  about  ready,  and  the 
wntract  would  be  so  let  that  it  would  be  com- 
posted at  the  same  time  as  the  present  con- 
tact 


HALF-MOON  BAY. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marino, 
If  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  appoint- 
ing a  harbourmaster  at  Half-moon  Bay,  Stew- 
art Island  ?  Half-moon  Bay  was  the  principal 
site  of  settlement  in  Stewart  Island,  and  there 
was  a  little  Government  township  established 
there  already.  Vessels  which  went  there  occa- 
sionally to  load  timber  threw  their  ballast  over- 
board, and  were  gradually  destroying  this  beau- 
tiful harbour.  It  was  also  visited  by  whalers  in 
stress  of  weather.  A  small  nominal  sum  would 
suffice  for  this  purpose.  There  were  residents 
there  who  would  undertake  the  duties  for  a 
nominal  sum.  The  port  was  at  present  fre- 
quented by  the  Bluff  Harbour  Board's  steamer. 
If  something  were  not  done  to  prevent  this 
gradual  filling-up,  which  had  destroyed  several 
good  small  harbours  already  in  New  Zealand, 
it  would  tend  to  the  disadvantage  of  this  little 
township. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  trade  of  this  place 
up  to  the  present  time  was  so  trifling  that  it 
was  not  considered  desirable  to  make  such  an 
appointment;  but  further  inquiries  would  be 
made  during  the  recess,  to  see  if  there  had 
been  any  increase  of  trade,  or  any  prospect  of 
a  necessity  arising  for  the  appointment  of  a 
harbourmaster. 

LYTTELTON-CHRISTCHURCH  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  advisableness  of  reducing  the  amount  paid 
for  railway  season-tickets  between  Lyttelton 
and  Christchurch  ?  He  had  been  requested  to 
ask  this  question  by  several  seoFon- ticket- 
holders.  Now  that  the  Minister  had  reduced 
the  ordinary  passenger  fare  between  Lyttelton 
and  Christchurch  they  thought  there  should  bo 
some  reduction  made  to  them. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  present  rate 
for  season-tickets  enabled  the  holders  to  travel 
to  and  from  Lyttelton  and  Christchurch  at  the 
rate  of  7d.  first  class  and  6d.  second  class.  Tho 
same  rate  applied  for  the  same  distance  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  At  present  he  did 
not  see  his  way  to  reduco  them.  The  matter 
would  be  carefully  considered,  and  if  there  was 
any  likelihood  of  increasing  the  traffic  thereby 
it  would  be  done. 

GOVERNMENT  LABOURERS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  l^Iinister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  reports  in  the  Press  are  correct, 
that  the  Government  intend,  in  the  future,  to 
pay  all  labourers  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government  68.  per  day,  instead  of  6s.  6d.  ? 
This  question  concerned  a  very  largo  num- 
ber of  people  in  this  colony.  If  the  reports  in 
tho  Press  were  correct,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  not  only  affecting  labourers  employed 
by  the  Government,  but  also  those  employed 
by  local  bodies  and  private  individuals ;  and  a 
reduction  of  wages  of  this  character  tended  to 
pauperize  the  community.  Tliis  reduction  of 
wages  by  tho  Government  would  not  benefit 
the  country  in  any  shape  or  form. 
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y.r  K.  i.K  UAl;I;.-ON  ^A  he  L,vi  U-cn 
a.-*</i  it..'  o  .<  -t.'.n  two  cr  U.rta  l.nu^  :  trit,  a^ 
t\.'  Tt  K/<.r/.'*;  u>  U;  fci;.;  -r  rr.e  (]'•/.,♦  aiy*":l  it,  .1 
v»;»i  H^JI  it  '),f,  mA  \»*:  u-fc  '1  a;:ri.i..  A-  to  the 
i,T  .*.  |/i.rt  of  lij<.  q'j'  -t.^.n.  L*:  i.ii.l  h.wi  a  -..p  frcir. 
ijt."  f/f  lj.<;f-.'ijp*  iM/i  ti.o  >'/;lu  vrit  t/ji.im  ;  bat. 
v.ii'ti.<:r  ov.ir.v  to  ti.f:  fa*-!  tnat  he  wa«»  r.ot  abic 
to  r/iaK<' l.if/j  'if  very  wf  il  hrard  m  the  Hou;,*; 
or  f'>  w  f/ir:  r,tlj<  r  f:aij-<,%  tlie  fp  -rt  fii«i  not  con- 
iit'.ii  t).«'  v.}.'jU-  of  th':  an-ivsxT  l.o  had  givt-n  on 
tliM  t'A/jt(:i  on  a  prf\iouh  occa.-ion.  Tlie  Go- 
Vi  ijiiii«/it  |j;ul  not  iiit<.rf<ir;<l  in  any  way  with 
tJic  wa;.'>;H  of  tiio  men  i>cTnianentiy  eniftloyed, 
wIjo  iiiui  \n'tn  for  K^nnc  consideral>le  time 
r<.0Mvnij<  Oh.  ^i<h  a  duy.  But  there  were,  in 
xn;inv  partn  of  Llio  coluiiy,  a  very  considerable 
ijninb«;r  of  t^mjiorary  Ijands  employed  for  a 
f < w  da\K  at  a  time,  or  day  by  day,  and  these 
vuro  iif>w  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  tin.  a  day 
alx^ut  tJie  townH,  and  murli  higlier  rates  in 
oilier  j)laeeH,  according  to  cost  of  living  and 
other  eireumKLanc<iH  prevailing  in  the  different 
dr>lrir'tH.  'j'hrj  circular  wiiich  v.as  sent  out 
without  hiK  knfiwlrd;,'e,  and  whieli  liad  been  re- 
called, in  no  way  aflected  the  permanent  men, 
Iiu^mL  of  whom  were  what  were  called  "sutface- 
nn-n  "  on  the*  railways,  and  were  paid  for  the  full 
Hix  davH  a  week  whether  they  worked  the  wliolc 
of  the  time  or  not.  Ho  was  quite  sure  that 
nothing  would  j)leaHo  the  (tovernment  more, 
an  it  would  also  please  himself,  than  to  be  able 
tf)  Hco  the  way  to  give  not  Gh.  or  Gs.  Gd.  only, 
.but  con:-iideiably  higher  wnges ;   but  the  rate 
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::  r'.->--»e  iL-t  e-rzrrxl  rase  rf  w^izr-,  fcnia* 
.:.:.«   -Tin  i:ic   rr.:-*  ci  iMbczi.    hzL  ^^ 

•  A^n^  vf   l^T   WZZi.^Z^-Tr^B    ATP   M    ^:3t  W 

ii.-:.i*  ZL^^^z  ccsie  diwi:,  aci  iiiA:.:^  31* 
:.--  ri-jh  i^riicr  a.>"-iea  than  ii  .*  n»:»^ 
wr-'.!r  -y-urm  of  laia::cc  wci'i  hAVc  to  be* 
i-ier-iihAi  mere  :f  thtr  b;:ri»:r  uoiib* 
I J  fj-,*  •  n  i\^>e  l->i  ai'Ie  to  U:^  i-  !«■ 
'.try  '^crrr  :i.itxd  Lbii  the  preser:  G?T€Ea»t 
•.iL.::ld  cnng  d?wn  the  rate  of  waics  tofi*-* 
diy,  acii  mere  e^inecially  as  ihe  prc^entaw 
Wi.t.n  foreign  crr.tr.wtcrs  are  about  wesw 
a  lar^e  amoont  cf  labour  in  >»ew  Z«4i» 
Ii-Jetni,  I  have  board  from  the  West  Coj* 
I  already  thai  one  of  the  contiact..rs  oaaj 
I  the  ^iidland  Railway  Company  ba^  kdw 
;  there,  and  has  stated  that  he  uo»  ^ 
I  intend  to  give  more  than  5s.  a  aay, » 
that,  if  he  cannot  get  men  here  fcr  tH 
he  will  bring  them  from  Home.  Of  w^i* 
if,  just  as  that  railway  is  about  to  be  \Kf^ 
the  (loveniment  give  their  casual  ni€a6i.» 
day  this  contractor  has  something  top^- 
I  would  strongly  urge  the  Minister  for  Pa** 
Works  to  endeavour  to  look  npon  it  ^ 
reasonably.  If  men  employed  casually* 
be  got  for  6s.  a  day,  it  would  folkt  •* 
men  permanentlj-  employed  should  g*^*^-"! 
That  is  a  natund  sequence.  After  the  am 
Government  reduced  the  wages  of  allite^ 
vemment  employes  by  10  per  cent  »tj* 
time  the  colony  was  in  financial  struts,  * 
10  per  cent,  was  restored  to  every  one  to** 
working-men ;  but  with  them  the  Kdncf5* 
was  made  permanent.  This,  of  cooisCiJ* 
further  reduction,  and  I  am  satisfied  its  ej*^ 
will  be  what  I  have  stated.  On  the  \'* 
Coast  the  rate  paid  by  contractors  i8  9s.ft^^ 
but  the  local  bodies  pay  their  day-labour  ij* 
10s.  a  day.  They  are  showing  a  very  P 
example,  which  I  should  like  to  bcc  the  ^ 
vemment   follow.     The    GoYeznment  0^  '* 
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country,  and  especially  a  Liberal  Government, 
should  be  the  last  to  want  to  bring  down  the 
lates  of  wages.  I  hold  that  we  should  look  to 
the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  many  in  the 
colony — and  the  many  are  the  poor  labouring- 
classes;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  colony  can 
wdl  afford  to  pay  its  labourers  a  little  more 
than  6s.  a  day,  in  order  to  enable  labourers  to 
get  a  little  more  pay  from  employers  coming  to 
the  colony.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  in  future 
follow  the  usual  rule,  and  give  a  little  more — at 
all  events  not  less — to  the  temporary  than  to 
the  permanent  hands. 

Mr.  SMITH.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  evidently  forgotten  what  took  place  in  1882 
on  this  question,  when  there  was  a  debate  last- 
ing till  nearly  six  in  the  morning  on  a  motion 
of  my  own  to  restore  the  10-per-cent.  reduc- 
tion to  the  labourers  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  then  gave  way  to 
this  extent :  The  wages  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  had  been  reduced  from  Ts.  a  day  to  6s., 
and  in  other  paxts  from  68.  6d.  to  6s. ;  and 
it  was  agreed  to  give  a  uniform  rate  of  6s.  6d., 
and  this,  it  was  stated,  would  mean  the 
giving-back  of  the  10  per  cent,  oyer  the  greater 
part  of  the  country,  though,  in  some  parts,  the 
rate  paid  before  the  redaction  was  not  quite 
restored.  Speeches  were  then  made  by  almost 
every  member  of  the  House,  showing  that  there 
was  great  feeling  on  the  matter,  and  it  was 
generally  considered  that  the  question  was  not 
likely  to  be  reopened  for  some  time  to  come, 
it  being  an  almost  unanimous  expression  of 
opinion  that  the  rate  of  6s.  6d.  a  day  should 
he  kept  up.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  re- 
consider the  question,  which  is  a  very  im- 
portant one;  and  I  warn  him  that  this  pro- 
posed reduction  will  not  be  allowed.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  reduction  does  not 
affect  the  permanent  men,  and  that  their 
wages  will  be  kept  up ;  but  it  will  be  looked 
upon  as  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  this 
reduction  to  those  casually  employed  will  cause 
great  dissatisfaction,  not  only  to  those  perma- 
nently employed  by  the  Government,  but  also 
to  the  labouring-classes  generally  throughout 
the  coimtry;  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  private  employers,  who  will 
be  able  to  use  the  reduction  of  wages  by  the 
Government  as  an  argument  for  them  to  re- 
duce also  the  wages  they  are  paying,  and  which 
they  will  not  fail  to  do.  I  hope  and  expect, 
therefore,  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
will  state  definitely,  when  replying,  that  he 
will  at  once  give  instructions  that  the  pro- 
posed reduction  shall  not  be  made  at  all  in 
-any  class  of  wages,  be  they  permanent  or 
casual. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  hope  a  number  of  members 
will  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinions  on  this  question.  To  many  honour- 
able members  the  subject  of  the  unemployed, 
or  of  workmen's  wages,  is  like  a  black-beetle 
thrown  among  a  lot  of  old  ladies ;  but  there 
are  many  in  this  House  who  feel  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  we  can 
•deal  with.  There  are  many  honourable  mem- 
h^i%  who  know  that  any  serious  fall  in  the  rate 


of  wages  means  misery  to  thousands  of  per- 
sons, and  absolute  degradation,  as  it  will  de- 
press them  into  a  lower  condition  of  life  ;  and 
I  am  sure  that  a  large  number  of  members 
would  rather  make  any  sacrifice  than  allow 
such  a  calamity  to  occur.  If  we  reflect  on 
what  a  workman's  wages  are,  and  what  he  has 
to  do  with  them,  we  shall  see  how  little  he  can 
afford  to  have  any  reduction  made.  I  can 
speak  only  of  town  populations,  and  not  of  the 
country ;  but  I  can  say  that  in  the  towns  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population  have  to  pay 
from  £20  to  £35  a  year  for  rent,  and  out  of  the 
residue  have  to  come  large  sums  in  the  way  of 
taxation.  If  a  workman  is  a  smoker  ho  has  to 
pay  something  like  two  guineas  a  year  to  the 
revenue  for  leave  to  take  a  pipe  of  tobacco, 
which  is  one  of  his  greatest  luxuries;  and 
he  has  to  pay  for  other  things  in  proportion. 
I  am  afraid  the  time  is  coming  when  there  will 
be  a  grtat  strain  on  the  wages  class.  We  know 
that  the  price  of  produce  ha.s  fallen,  and 
that  there  is  great  depression  throughout  the 
country,  and  we  also  know  that  at  some  future 
time  the  rate  of  wages  may  have  to  come  down ; 
but  the  Government  ought  to  be  the  last 
people  to  lower  it.  I  say,  further,  that,  if  the 
Government  feel  that  the  time  has  come  to 
lower  wages,  they  should  consider  whether  the 
whole  cost  of  governing  the  country  must  not 
also  be  lowered — whether  the  Governor  himself 
and  Ministers  themselves,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try, should  not  share  in  the  reduction.  I 
never  could  draw  a  distinction  between  the 
working-man  and  the  rest  of  the  community, 
as  some  honourable  members  appear  to  think 
that  those  who  speak  of  working-men  must 
do.  I  am  the  representative  of  many  others 
besides  what  are  called  working-men.  I  do  not 
think  that  working-men  have  a  right  to  special 
representation  any  more  than  any  other  class 
of  the  community  ;  but  I  hold  it  is  my  duty  to 
look  after  their  interests  as  vigilantly  as  I  would 
after  those  of  any  other  class.  I  heard  with 
very  great  regret  the  other  day  the  Premier 
say,  when  a  motion  was  made  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  some  alteration  in  the  Standing  Orders 
to  prevent  such  motions.  I  was  astonished 
that  such  a  remark  should  come  from  the 
leader  of  a  Liberal  Government;  for  it  is  the 
only  safeguard  we  have  against  flippant  and 
evasive  answers  from  ^finisters.  I  am  sure 
there  are  many  honourable  members  in  the 
House  who  sympathize  deeply  with  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham,  and 
I  can  assure  him,  as  an  older  member,  that, 
although  occasionally,  if  he  stands  up  and 
speaks  on  questions  of  this  kind,  he  will  hear 
some  small  dissent,  the  majority  sympathize 
with  him. 

Mr.  REID.  —  I  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  that  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant question,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  discussed. 
I  consider  that  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  wages 
at  the  present  time  would  press  very  heavily  on 
a  large  section  of  the  community,  and  a  sec- 
tion which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
can  least  afford  such  a  reduction.     We  know 
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that  depression  exists  everywhere,  and  that  it 
has  fallen  on  the  working- classes  more  than  on 
any  other.  Would  it  he  right,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, to  reduce  the  wages  they  now  get 
by  Gd.  a  day?  The  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  says  that  he  knows  only  about  work- 
men in  the  towns.  Well,  I  know  something 
about  workmen  in  the  country,  and  I  may  say 
that  a  harder-worked  class  it  would  he  difhcult 
to  find.  These  men  have  to  be  up  by  five  o'clock 
in  order  to  be  at  their  work  by  oipht,  and  do  not 
get  home  again  till  long  after  other  men  knock 
off.  I  have  lie  re  a  telegram  from  one  of  my 
com^tituents,  in  which  he  deeply  deplores  that 
the  Government  should  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  issue  a  proclamation  that  from  the  27th 
July  the  wa<res  would  be  reduced  by  6d.  a  day. 
I  heard  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  say  that 
that  was  only  to  affect  men  taken  on  casually; 
hut  that  is  no  reason  why  reduced  wages  should 
be  given.  It  is  simply  getting  in  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge.  If  these  men  have  to  take  Gs.  a  day 
now,  it  will  follow  that  in  a  short  time  the 
permanent  hands  will  have  to  take  Gs.  a  day 
also.  Some  of  these  permanent  hands  have 
been  on  for  years,  are  married  men  with  large 
families,  and  good  settlers.  They  have  to 
pav  5s.,  Gs.,  and  7s.  a  week  for  rent;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  how  they  are  to  bring  up 
their  families  decently  on  £1  19s.  a  week. 
What  is  the  object  of  this  reduction  ?  It  must 
be  to  make  the  railway  returns  better  than  they 
are  at  present ;  but  I  submit  that  that  is  no 
reason  why  this  class-taxation  sliould  be  im- 
posed. It  is  throwing  the  burden  on  tlie 
shoulders  of  people  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it. 
1  believe  that  the  railways  do  pay  ;  but,  if  they 
do  not,  why  not  make  up  the  deficiency  out  of 
the  consolidated  revenue,  so  that  the  wealthy 
may  have  to  bear  it  as  well  as  the  working-men? 
I  hop<!  the  House  will  give  a  decided  expression 
of  opinion  on  this  point,  and,  if  it  does  so,  no 
doubt  the  Government  will  look  upon  it  as  a 
direction  to  withdraw  this  order.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  can  move  a  motion  to  that 
eflect  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No  amendment  can  be 
moved  to  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  The  honourable  member  can  move  his 
motion  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

'Mr.  REID. — I  will  take  an  opportunity  when 
the  House  is  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  to 
move  that  tliis  order  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  — I  would  like  to  point  out 
that  Government  labourers  are  a  different  class 
from  ordinary  labourers:  in  fact,  you  may  look 
upon  them,  in  a  sense,  as  skilled  labourers,  for 
you  have  to  depend  upon  them  in  very  important 
matters,  and  tliey  must  be  good  and  steady 
men,  or  the  Government  cannot  rely  upon  them 
to  carry  out  the  work  thev  have  to  do,  as  the 
safety  of  the  travelling  public  depends  on  them. 
The  Government  ought  therefore  to  he  the  last 
to  refuse  these  men  good  wages,  and  if  they  wish 
to  have  the  best  class  of  men  they  must  be 
prepared  to  give  those  they  employ  Gd.  a  day 
more,  instead  of  taking  it  off  them.  Even  sup- 
posing that  labour  at  the  present  time  is  easily 
to  be  got  at  Gs.  a  day,  I  question  very  much 
Mr.  Ecid 
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whether  Ton  can  get  men  to  do  this  elas 
work  at  that  rate.    I  hope,  therefore,  tbt, 
this  order  has  been  sent,  it    will  be 
manded ;    in  fact,  I  understand  it  has 
countermanded ;  and,  if  so,  I  am  glad  to 
it.     Of  course,  if  this  is  intended  to  applj 
the  unemployed,  and  is  only  to  be  in  ' 
for  a  short  time,  people  in  that  condition 
expect  to  have  to  make  some  sacrifice, ' 
it  is  only  intended  to  give  them  something 
eat  until  they  can  get  better  employm^t;  b 
for  regular  work  under  the  Government  6$.  i 
a  day  is  not  too  much. 

Mr.  IVESS. — I  cannot  refrain  from  saui^ 
few  words  on  this  important  matter.  It  is 
singular  fact  that  the  action  of  the  Gcv&Bf 
ment  has  not  been  supported  by  one  champ4Qi 
in  this  House,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  tka 
has  been  a  very  general  expression  of  opinke 
condemnatory  of  the  action  of  the  Gottsi* 
ment.  Of  course  this  discussion  is  to  aLup 
extent  an  idle  one ;  but  I  cannot  help  say 
that  I  regret  very  much  that  such  a  l^ 
should  have  been  aimed  at  the  wage-eansiBf 
class  in  this  country  as  that  involved  in  thj 
circular  sent  out  by  the  Government.  I ' 
hoped  that  a  more  noble  example  would 
given  by  the  present  Government,  whom 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  d^cribes 
a  Liberal  Government,  and  who  are  ccrtaa^ 
supported  by  the  wage-earning  classes  of  Sci 
Zealand  ;  and  that  class  of  people  will,  I  fts 
sure,  be  very  much  disappointed  at  this  actkai 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  trust,  thss-] 
fore,  that,  after  the  expression  of  opinion  whiA 
has  been  given  this  afternoon,  the  Govemnifnl,. 
whose  term  of  office  may  expire  with  the  pre«^ 
Parliament,  will  reconsider  their  action.  If  it* 
is  necessary  to  make  reductions  and  to  ^e*- 
nomize,  then  let  the  Government  commence  ii 
the  higher  branches.  Let  them  work  down- 
wards in  their  reductions.  The  report  of  t^j 
Legislative  Expenditure  Committee  indieaw  j 
where  there  is  ample  scope  for  reductions,!; 
the  Government  will  only  take  the  matiera 
hand.  There  is  sufficient  material  to  »Mk 
upon  in  this  House  in  order  to  save  thonsaiA 
of  pounds,  and  spare  the  wage-earning  class, 
who  cannot  afford  to  lose  anything. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  am  not  aware  wbelbff 
this  is  the  work  of  a  single  Minister,  ar 
whether  it  is  the  act  of  the  Govemme* 
as  a  whole.  I  can  only  say,  if  it  is  the  asi 
of  the  Government,  that  they  appear  to  h»w 
altogether  misunderstood  their  position  in  tia 
country.  In  this  instance  there  is  no  anal<^ 
between  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  «d  • 
the  Government  which  exists  in  this  comitij.  i 
Such  a  position  as  this  could  never  arise  in 
Great  Britain,  because  the  Government  ihsT^ 
are  not  employers  of  labour  in  the  way  we  a» 
here.  Here  we  own  railways,  we  construct 
railways,  we  execute  great  public  works,  ^ 
assume  the  position  of  great  employers  of 
labour;  and,  holding  that  position,  the  Go- 
vernment have  to  perform  a  duty  conson&al 
with  their  position.  What  is  their  dntj, 
then  ?  They  represent  the  whole  of  the  pec^ 
of  New  Zealand.    They  do  not  represent  U« 
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fanneis  alone,  they  do  not  represent  the  em- 
ployers of  labour  flJone.    The  farmers  and  the 
employers  of  labour  generally  do  not  form  the 
major  portion  of  the  population.    The  greater 
proportion  of  the    population   are  those  who 
have  to  depend    upon  their  daily  labour  for 
their  support,  and  the  (Government  should  con- 
sider their  duty    to   the   majority,  who  pay 
the  largest  share  of  the  revenue.    I  ask  them 
to  give  no  favour,  but  I  say  that  it  is  their 
paramount  duty  to  consider  what  the  rights 
of  the  majority  are.    I  say,  therefore,  that  tiie 
Government  ought   not  to  act   as  they   are 
doing.    The  Minister   for  Public   Works  par- 
tially defended  the  action  of  the  Government  by 
speaking  of  the  rates  of  wages  which  are  paid 
to  persons  outside  the  public  service ;  and  the 
Premier,  when  speaking  at  Christchurch  to  a 
deputation,  distinctly  said  that  he  must  con- 
sider the  claims  of  the  farmers,  and  what  they 
were  prepared  to  give  for  labour.    Now,  I  say 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  give 
their  servants  a  fair  and  just  rate  of  wages  for 
a  fair  and  just  day's   work,  and    that  they 
should  do   that    independently  of  what    any 
other  persons    are   giving  —  that  they  should 
not  reduce  wages  because   other  persons  are 
doing  so.      That  is  no   excuse  for    reducing 
wages.   I  think  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  their 
duty  to  maintain  wages  at  a  fair  and  proper 
and  just  rate.    It  is  their  duty  to  give  an  ex- 
ample of  what  sum  should  be  paid;  and  that 
sam  should  be  sufficient  to  give  the  labourer 
fair  means  of  subsistence  for  himself  and  his 
family,  and  to  enable  him  to  lay  by  for  sickness 
and  old  age.    We  hear  contrasts  drawn  be- 
tween the  rate  of  wages  paid  here  and  the  rate 
paid  in  Great  Britain ;  but  there  is  no  analogy 
oetwcen  them.    I  have  lately  looked  into  this 
subject,  and  I  find  that  in  Great  Britain  the 
rent  which  has  to  be  paid  by  labourers  for  their 
dwellings — either  in  the  country  or  in  cities — 
is  about  Is.  6d.  and  2s.  a  week ;  while  in  this 
oolong'  the  labourer  cannot  get  a  decent  house, 
especially  in  the  cities,  for  less  than  8s.  a 
week,  and  in  some  cases  he  may  have  to  pay 
lOs.    That  has  to  be  deducted  from  the  wages 
in  the  first  instance,  and  it  is  upon  what  he 
has  left  that  he  has  to  support  his  family,  and 
provide  for  sickness  and  old  age.    Therefore  I 
say  that  the  Minister  has  no  right  to  justify  his 
action  in  reducing  wages  by  referring  to  what 
other  people  are  doing.    He  is  not  fulfilling  his 
duty  to  the  country  in  doing  that.  He  is  spend- 
ing public  money  taken  from  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  see 
that  the  persons  employed  on  the  public  works 
get  such  a  rate  of  wages  as  the  necessities  of 
themselves  and  their  families  require.     The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  should  have  stood 
up  in  this  House  and  have  said,  **  I  have  made 
a  careful  calculation,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
show,  looking  at  the  prices  ruling  in  the  colony, 
looking  at  the  cost  of  living,  that  the  wages  I 
propose  to  give  are  just  and  fair,  and  are  suf- 
ficient to  enable  these  men  to  support  their 
families  in  decency,  and  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  something  by  to  make  a  pro- 
vision for  old  age."    But  he  told  us  nothing  of 
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the  kind.  He  has  not  given  us  information  of 
that  kind.  I  hope  that,  after  what  has  been 
said  in  this  House,  he  will  recede  from  the 
position  that  he  has  taken  up  in  this  matter » 
and  that  he  will  not  venture  to  return  along 
the  same  path  again.  The  employers  of  labour 
get  labour  as  cheap  as  they  can,  and,  if  the 
Gk)vemment  keep  labour  below  this,  they  will, 
plunge  all  in  misery.  If  circumstances  have 
arisen  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  given  an  enhanced  value  to  money,, 
and  justify  a  decrease  in  the  payment  made  by 
the  Gk>vemment  for  services  rendered,  let  the 
Gk)vemment  begin  at  the  head.  The  persons  at 
whom  the  Government  nhould  strike  first  are 
those  who  draw  large  salaries ;  and  then  other 
reductions  can  be  made.  Let  the  Minister  act 
fairly  and  justly  to  every  class  in  the  com- 
munity, as  a  just  judge  in  such  a  case.  Be- 
cause that  is  the  position  that  he  occupies. 
He  does  not  occupy  the  position  of  some  con- 
tractor who  may  grind  people  down  to  the 
lowest  sum  he  can.  He  sits  there  as  a  judge 
to  determine  what  his  foUow-men  are  fairly 
and  justly  entitled  to.  It  is  for  him  to  main- 
tain wages  and  civilization  and  decency  at  a 
proper  standard.  I  trust  that  he  will  retrace 
the  steps  he  has  taken,  and  that  he  will  not 
attempt  to  justify  what  he  has  done. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — After  what  has 
fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  I  should 
like  to  repeat  again  what  I  said  in  answer  to  a 
question  when  the  matter  vres  before  the  House 
on  the  last  occasion.  I  then  said  that  the 
circular  was  sent  out  under  a  misapprehension^ 
and  that  it  was  recalled  immediately  the  mat- 
ter  came  under  my  notice.  I  cannot  under- 
stand what  more  can  be  done.  I  am  not  at 
all  sorry  that  this  discussion  has  taken  place, 
because  it  will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Government  in  the  matter  of  the  rate  of  wages, 
generally.  After  the  expression  of  opinion 
which  has  taken  place,  the  Government,  when, 
they  are  taking  on  new  hands,  will  certainly  not 
make  any  attempt  to  reduce  the  present  rates 
of  wages  for  ordinary  labour,  and  will  pay  the 
full  current  rates  prevailing  in  each  district  for 
skilled  labour.  These  remarks  do  not  apply  to 
those  employed  on  relief  works. 

Mr.  JOYCE, — I  simply  wish  to  express,  on 
behalf  of  those  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
matter,  the  obligations  which  they  feel  they 
are  under  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  for 
having  brought  the  matter  up  while  the  House 
was  in  session,  thereby  giving  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion  as  it  has 
expressed  it  to-day,  and  which  it  would  not 
have  been  able  to  do  had  this  taken  place 
during  the  recess. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

DUNTROON-HAKATERAMEA  RAILWAY 
RATING. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps  they  intend  to  take  in  regard  to  the 
petition  of  deferred-payment  settlers  in  Dun- 
troon-Hakateramea  District  to  be  relieved  of 
railway  rates?  He  asked  this  question  be- 
cause the  Government  was  taking  action  thia. 
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year  to  relieve  other  persons  in  a  similar 
position  from  rates  due  to  district  railway  com- 
panies. The  statements  in  the  petition  showed 
that  some  of  the  settlers  had  taken  up  this 
land  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  their 
liability  for  these  rates,  and  some  of  them 
had  been  misled  in  a  manner  which  was  not 
creditable  to  a  former  Government.  He  be- 
lieved that  all  of  the  statements  in  the  petition 
were  tme,  and  he  hoped  that  he  should  get  a 
favourable  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  £.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  the  argu- 
ment  contained  in  this  petition  that  had  led  the 
House  to  purchase  the  Duntroonand  Hakatera- 
mea  line,  and  that  purchase  had  relieved  the 
Mttlers  of  a  liability  which  they  had  had  to 
bear  for  years.  The  Qovcmment  did  not  see 
their  way  to  do  anything  further. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  to  ask  leave 
to  make  a  motion  without  notice.  It  is,  That 
the  order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  June,  for 
referring  the  public  works  estimates  to  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  be  diHchargcd,  and  those 
estimates  withdrawn,  with  the  view  of  substi- 
tuting other  estimates  instead.  I  would  ex- 
plain to  the  House  that  there  is  a  necessity 
for  this  resolution,  because  the  estimates  I 
brought  down  when  I  delivered  my  Public 
Works  Statement  on  the  25th  June  were  not 
•classified  under  the  various  loans  under  which 
ways  and  means  arc  provided.  The  estimates 
bave  not  been  altered  at  all,  but  simply  put 
untier  their  proper  hesAls,  The  total  amount 
of  the  estimates  His  Excellency  will  send  down 
will  bo  iilentically  the  same  as  those  in  honour- 
able mcmhors'  hands,  except  that  they  will  be 
under  the  heotls  of — the  now  loan,  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan,  and  the  balance  of  the 
old  loans  now  in  the  Public  Works  Fund, 

l^Iotion  agreed  to,  and  new  estimates  intro- 
duced. 

FISHERIES  CONSERVATION  BILL. 

ADJOrRNKD   DEBATE, 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Are  the  Government 
going  to  make  any  statement  about  this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  LAUN.\Cli.— Only  this  :  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  remarks  that  fell  from  my  honourable 
friends  op^x-tsite  —  that  the  Ciovernment  had 
better  withdraw  the  Bill.  The  fact  is  that  the 
Bill  is  a  very  necessary  one.  Its  provisions 
are  short,  and  it  goes  exactly  in  the  direction 
in  which  my  honourable  friends  who  are  voting 
against  it  assure  us  th.U  some  regulations 
should  go.  Unless  the  Hill  is  passed  there  will 
be  no  moans  of  leasing  in  the  manner  best 
caloulftted  to  conserve  these  seal  rescn'es.  I 
ilimk  the  House  ought  to  allow  it  to  go  into 
Committee.  If  amendments  are  necessary  I 
ahall  be  very  ghwi  to  accept  any  that  are  in 
the  right  direction. 

Sir  O.  OKKY.  — I  reallv  do  not  think  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  go  into  Com- 
mitWe.  I  think  that  it  will  do  little  g.x»d,  and 
that  It  will  have  to  l»e  movle  anew  Hill  entirely. 
I  foel  oeriAin  that  the  cKnernment  ha^i  better  by 
far  refer  to  the  I'nitod  States  and  get  a  copy  of 


the  actual  regulations  under  wkieh  their  mA- 
flsheries  are  made  so  saocessfoL  I  bmhi  tfee 
adjournment  of  the  debate  for  one  wedt  fsa 
this  date.  j 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  Iktt  ] 
the  debate  be  adjourned."  ' 
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Eraser 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Tole 

Fulton 

McMUlan 

Tumboll 

Gore 

Menteath 

Vogel. 

Grace 

Moat 

TelUn. 

Guinness 

Moss 

McEense,  J. 

Harper 

O'Conor 

Walker. 

Hatch 

Path. 

For. 

AgaifuL 

Wilson.                   FitzherberL 

Majority  against,  4. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "T^ 
the  Bill  be  now  considered  in  Committee." 


Ayes.  35. 

Ballanee 

Hursihouse 

Seddon 

Bevan 

Lamach 

Smith 

Cowan 

Mackenzie,  M.  Steward,  W.J. 

Dargaville 

McKenzie,  J. 

Taylor 

Dodson 

McMilUn 

Thomson,  J.W. 

Fraser 

Menteath 

Tole 

Fulton 

Moat 

Tuznbull 

Gore 

Moss 

Vogel 

Grace 

O'Conor 

Walker. 

Guinness 

Pyke 

TeUtn. 

Harper 

Richardson,  E 

.Hobbe 

Hatch 

Boss 

Nobs.  32. 

Macandrew. 

Allwripht 

Grey 

Reese 

Atkinson 

Hamlin 

Richazd90B,G. 

Beetham 

Ivess 

RoUestcn 

B.-Brodshaw 

Lake 

RnsseU 

Bryce 

Levestam 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Buchanan 

Macarthur 

Sutter 

Buckland,W.F.  Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 
Trimble. 

Conolly 

Newman 

Duncan 

Ormond 

TcUen. 

Fisher 

Parata 

Barron 

Gairiok 

Peacock 

Jovoe. 
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Paib. 
For,  Against. 

Lance.  Wilson. 

Majority  for,  3. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IK  COlOaTTBE. 

Mr.   JOYCE  moved.   That   the   Chairman 
report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  36. 
illwiight  Hislop  Pere 

Atkinson  Hurstboose       Peacock 

Beetham  Ivess  Reese 

B.-Bradshaw     Lake  Beid 

Buchanan  Levestam  Bichardson,  G. 

Buckland,  J.  G.Macarthur        Bolleston 
Backland,W.F.Mitchelson        Bussell 
Gonolly  Montgomery      Trimble 

Demean  Newman  Whyte. 

Feigos  O'Conor  Tellers. 

Fisher  Ormond  Hirst,  H. 

Qrey  Parata  Joyce. 

Hakaene 

Noes,  32. 
Ballance  Harper  Bichardson,  E. 

Bevan  Larnach  Boss 

Brown  Macandrew        Seddon 

Bmce  Mackenzie,  M.  Smith 

Gadmad  McKenzie,  J.     Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan  McMillan  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Dargaville  Menteath  Tole 

Fraser  Moat  TambuU. 

Garrick  O'Callaghan  TeUers, 

Gore  Pearson  Hatch 

Grace  Pyke  Walker. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against, 

Biyce  Vogel 

Wilson.  Lance. 

Majority  lor,  4. 

Progress  reported. 

Mr.  LABNACH  moved,  That  the  BiU  be 
reconmiitted  forthwith. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Bill  be  committed  again  that  day 
fortnight. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  *  forthwith '  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion." 

Ayss,  27. 
Ballance  Harper  Bichardson,  E. 

Bevan  Hatch  Boss 

Bruce  Larnach  Smith 

Cadman  Macandrew        Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan  McKenzie,  J.     Tole 

Daigaville         McMillan  Tumbull. 

Fraser  Moat  Tellers, 

Garrick  O'Callaghan      Brown 

Gore  O'Conor  Walker. 

Grace 

Noes,  38. 
Allwright  Buckland,  J.  C.  Fisher 

Atkinson  Buckland,W.F.  Grey 

Beetham  Conolly  Hakuene 

B.-Bradshaw     Duncan  Hamlin 

Buchanan         Fergus  Hirst,  H. 


Parata 

Bussell 

Peacock 

TeAo 

Pearson 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Pere 

Trimble 

Beese 

Whyte. 

Beid 

TeUers, 

Bichardson,  G 

.  Joyce 

Bolleston 

Newman. 

Hislop 

Ivess 

Lake 

Levestam 

Macarthur 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Ormond 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Lance  Wilson 

Vogel.  Bryce. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

SPECIAL  POWEBS  AND  CONTBACTS 
BILL. 

My.  BALLANCE. — I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Bill.  I  would  remind  honourable  members 
that  it  has  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittse  ;  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  debate,  if 
there  be  any,  be  taken  on  the  motion  for  going 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and  after  it  has 
come  from  the  Select  Committee. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
the  Bill,  but  I  would  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  promised  to  have  a  clause 
inserted  in  this  Bill  to  deal  with  the  claims  of 
old  soldiers,  so  that  the  matter  might  be  con- 
sidered by  this  House. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.—It  was  ]9referred  not  to 
legislate  upon  the  question  during  this  session ; 
but  immediately  after  the  session  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  appoint  a  Boyal  Commission 
to  make  inquiries,  and  upon  the  information  so 
obtained  there  will  be  legislation  proposed  next 
session.  There  is  power  taken  m  this  Bill  to 
deal  with  the  claims  of  Volunteers ;  but  that  is 
not  so  large  a  question. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  understood  that  when 
this  Bill  was  brought  in  provision  was  to  be 
made  for  validating  the  exchsjige  of  land  made 
between  the  Auckland  Domain  Board  and  the 
hospital  authorities  for  a  portion  of  the  hos- 
pitu  site.  The  transfer  was  arranged,  and 
the  building  has  been  erected  on  the  site  for 
years,  but  the  transaction  needs  validating; 
and  I  understood  that  was  to  be  done  in  this 
BiU. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— That  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— I  understand  that,  if 
a  member  wishes,  he  can  appear  before  the 
Committee  to  oppose  certain  clauses  in  the 
Bill.  There  is  a  clause  relating  to  a  matter  in 
my  district  that  I  want  to  have  something  to 
say  about. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Yes.  Evidence  will  be 
taken  upon  all  the  matters  in  the  schedule  to 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.  — As  the  Minister  of 
Lands  does  not  wish  the  Bill  to  be  debated 
at  this  stage,  I  shall  not  say  more  than  a  few 
words,  but  I  should  like  to  point  out  with 
regard  to  this  Bill  that  it  will  break  down  of  its 
own  weight  if  we  continue  in  the  same  direction 
in  which  we  seem  to  bo  going  this  year.    The 
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yiew  I  take  of  a  Special  Powers  and  Contraofca 
Bill  18  that  it  should  deal  with  qaostioni  in- 
Tolying  no  principle,  and  that  it  should  have 
no  effect  except  that  which  is  stated  in  the  Bill 
itself.  For  instance,  it  is  a  Tery  convenient 
method  of  altering  the  purpose,  say,  of  a 
oemeteiy  reserve  to  some  other  purpose,  or  of 
finally  curing  defects  in  well-understood  trans- 
actions. But  if  there  are  to  be  introduced  into 
this  Bill  amendments  of  the  general  Acts  of 
the  Assembly,  such  as  the  Land  Act  or  the 
Education  Act,  then  the  whole  character  of  the 
Bill  will  be  changed,  it  will  break  down  of  its 
own  weight  very  soon,  and  honourable  members 
will  find  that  they  have  lost  what  is  reidly  a 
great  convenience.  Such  a  measure  will  not 
be  tolerated  if  its  objects  and  purposes  are  to 
be  so  entirely  changed.  The  mtioduction  of 
such  matters  will  simply  lead  to  its  rejection. 
I  see  that  there  is  in  this  Bill  a  clause  which 
destroys  entirely  a  particular  trust  at  Motuaka. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most  extraordinary 
proceeding.  I  think  that  the  principle  to  be 
obsen-ed  in  connection  with  these  matters 
should  be  the  same  as  that  which  governs  our 
local-Bill  legislation,  and  that  these  proposals 
should  be  advertised  just  as  local  Bills  are 
advertised.  The  Bill  is  a  very  convenient  and 
useful  method  of  dealing  with  small  matters, 
and  it  is  because  I  desire  to  see  such  a  con- 
venience retained  that  I  warn  the  House  of 
what  must  follow  if  the  measure  is  to  be  over- 
loaded with  proposals  which  should  be  brought 
down  in  separate  Bills  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  PARATA.—I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
paragraph  40.  That  refers  to  a  reserve  which 
was  set  apart  as  a  landing-place  for  the  Natives 
who  wished  to  bring  their  produce  to  sell  at 
Port  Chalmers.  There  was  a  similar  reserve  at 
Dunedin.  As  to  this  land  at  Port  Chalmers, 
when  the  Court  sat  in  1868  it  was  awarded  to 
four  trustees;  but  only  three  trustees  were 
named  in  the  grant.  The  name  of  Uoromona 
Pohio  was  omitted.  That  was  an  error.  What 
I  want  to  secure  now  is  that  the  land  shall  be 
available  to  the  Natives  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended — that  the  Natives  shall 
not  lose  their  landing-place. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — I  have  just  one  or  two 
words  to  say  in  reply  to  what  was  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldiue.  I  should 
regret  it  as  much  as  any  one  if  the  useful 
character  of  this  Bill,  which  is  brought  down 
annually,  were  in  any  way  impaired  or  de- 
stroyed ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
unusual  in  this  Bill.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  follows  upon  the  practice  of  the  Legislature 
since  1882.  Now,  I  will  take  up  the  clause  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  refers,  which 
is,  apparently,  an  amendment  of  the  Liuid  Act 
— it  provides  that  one  tenure  shall  be  changed 
into  another ;  but  in  another  sense  it  is  not  an 
amendment  of  the  Land  Act,  for  the  tenure 
that  it  changes  —  namely,  deferred-payment 
pastond  land  —  is  not  provided  in  the  Land 
Act,  and  therefore  the  change  is  not  of  a  per- 
manent character  at  all,  but  purely  temporary. 
The  provision  in  this  Bill  is  to  have  that  tenure 
transmuted  into  another,  for  the  purpose  of 


affording  relief  to  a  large  noinber  of  peofk 
It  is,  as  I  have  said,  purely  of  a  im^aq 
character,  and  applies  only  to  ezistaag  eani, 
and  not  to  many  of  them.  This  cunot  h 
enforced  in  future,  since  the  section  d  theoH 
Act  to  which  it  refers  has  been  rraesled,  od 
each  case  goes  before  the  Waste  Lsods  Gg» 
mittee,  precisely  the  same  as  any  other  petitkL 
I  think  it  is  clear  that  the  Bill  has  notdepsitti 
from  the  usual  lines  which  BQls  of  this  )sd 
have  taken  in  past  times.  With  regud  tc  the 
Motueka  clause,  I  admit  that  on  the  btt  i 
it  it  does  look  strange  that  a  trast  shooMh 
affected ;  but  that  matter  has  been  diseoal 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  ind  hs 
been  fully  inquired  into.  It  is  impos&hk  is 
us  to  discuss  the  merits  of  each  claose  issa^ 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill;  bat  I  vsii 
point  out  that  the  instance  refenedtobytte 
nonourable  member  for  Geraldine  is  sa  la^ 
fortunate  instance  from  his  point  of  view,  aai 
shows  clearly  that  we  have  not  departed  frco 
the  usual  custom.  I  agree  that  a  Bill  of  (ks 
kind  is  intended  to  meet  exceptional  cas»^ 
is  not  intended  to  affect  the  pnblic  statutes  cf 
the  colony ;  and  I  should  be  soiiy  to  see  it  9> 
in  the  direction  of  qualifying  or  amendisgiiB 
general  laws.  But  in  the  instance  leferrei  to 
nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  done,  the  jsktan 
being  only  to  what  has  heen  repealed,  aod  oelf 
affecting  a  certain  number  of  cases.  I  viH  saf 
no  more  on  the  question  ;  but  it  can  be  fd^ 
discussed  in  Conmiittee.  I  have  thoiz^f  & 
necessary  to  say  thus  much,  because  I  beB^ 
no  more  useful  measure  can  be  introdocediBb 
this  House.  It  remedies  a  great  nomba  d 
distinct  grievances;  and  honourable  meabaf 
know  the  difficulty  of  local-Bill  l^islatio&i& 
this  House. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  lefenMD 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 

Mr.  LAKE  said,— I  have  no  intention  of  iis- 
porting  debatable  matter  into  the  qo^tKB! 
but  I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  &  fi^ 
tion.  I  have  carefully  looked  thioogh  tb 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  and  I  co- 
not  see  any  allusion  to  one  measure  of  tcD* 
porary  relief  that  is  required — I  mean,  oB 
remedying  the  discrepancy  between  theFcn^ 
trees-planting  Act  and  the  Act  of  iSTi  » 
the  Minister  aware  that  the  dOth  sectioB « 
the  Act  of  1885,  specially  intended  to  p^ 
relief  to  those  who  have  bona  fide  cttziw 
out  forest-tree-planting,  simply  refers  to  » 
Act  of  1871  instead  of  to  the  Act  of  167i«d 
consequently  that  the  bulk  of  bom  fidi  clsiflS 
are  unintentionally  excluded  ?  It  appears » 
me  that  some  provision  to  rectify  this  obfiflS 
mistake  would  be  a  proper  thing  to  intrDdutt 
into  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  may  say  we  fow4 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Forests  Act  of  a^ 
session,  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  F>^ 
ments  in  cash  to  those  who  had  claims.  Ibi 
Auditor  would  not  pass  the  accounts,  a  v 
found  a  difficulty  in  the  way.  Itwastooii» 
to  insert  a  clause  in  this  Bill ;  but  a  clause  i!i> 
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sen  prepared,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the 
faate  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  quite  agree  that  there  is 
iie  difficulty  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
rferred  to  with  regard  to  local  Bills ;  but  I 
Dtirely  demur  to  the  proposition  that  local 
fills  are  to  be  dealt  with  m  this  way  unless 
loper  notice  is  given  in  the  districts  affected. 

jBill  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 


DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASING 
BILL. 

nr  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4.  —  Gk>yemor  may  issue  debenture- 
onds  sufficient  to  realize  purchase>money. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That  from  the 
roxds  "  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  "  "  thirty- 
(VB  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  another 
rord. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'  That  the  word  be  retained." 


Ayes,  21. 

Sallance 

Locke 

Richardson,  E. 

^van 

Macandrew       Richardson,  G. 

Dargaville 

McKenzie, 

J.     TumbuU 

?taser 

Moat 

Walker. 

^re 

Moss 

Tellers. 

Sakuene 

O'Callaghan      Cowan 

Sarper 

Parata 

Steward,  W.J. 

Oatch 

Noes,  21. 

Beetham 

Ormond 

Thompson,  T. 

Bruce 

Pearson 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Bryce 

Reese 

Trimble 

Auckland  ,W.F.  RoUeston 

Whyte. 

OonoUy 

Samuel 

Tellers. 

Grey 

Stewart,  W.  D,  Hislop 

Uackenzie,  M. 

Sutter 

Peacock. 

Montgomery 

Pairs 

For. 

Against. 

Brown 

Hursthouse 

Fergus 

Allwright 

Hirst, 

H. 

Fulton 

Lance 

Wilson 

O'Conor 

Mitohelson 

Pyke 

Hobbs 

Tole. 

Macarthur. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN.— It  devolves  upon  me  to 
give  a  casting-vote.  I  shall  vote  with  the 
"**  Noes,"  with  a  view  to  lessening  taxation. 

Word  struck  out. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  moved.  That  the  word 
""twenty-seven"  be  inserted. 

The  Conunittee  divided. 


Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Bryce 

Buchanan 

Backland,J. 

Buckland,W 

<3onoUy 

Bimean 


Ayes,  29. 

Fitzherbert 

Reese 

Fulton 

Rolleston 

Grey 

Ross 

Ivess 

Russell 

Lake 

Samuel 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Thomson,  J.  W 

C.  Montgomery 

Whyte. 

.F.  Newman 

TelUrs. 

Ormond 

Sutter 

Pearson 

Trimble. 

Ballance 

Bevan 

B.-Biadshaw 

Dargaville 

Eraser 

Garrick 

Grace 

Harper 

Hatch 

Hislop 


Nobs,  28. 
Joyce 
Kerr 

Macandrew 
McKenzie,  J. 
Moat 

O'CaJlaghan 
Parata 
Peacock 
Reid 
Richardson,  E.  Gore. 

Paibs. 


Richardson,  0, 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 
Thompson,  T. 
TumbuU 
Walker, 

Tellers. 
Cowan 


For. 
Brown 
Fergus 
Lance 
Moss 
O'Conor 
Pyke 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
Tole. 


Against. 
Hursthouse 
Allwright 
Wilson 
Fisher 
Mitchelson 
Hobbs 
Locke 
Macarthur. 


Majority  for,  1. 
Word  inserted. 
Progress  reported. 

SHAG  POINT  COAL  COMPAITY. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Coiumittee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  ilACANDREW  said,— I  wish  to  move, 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  should  take  measures  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee in  the  sessions  of  1884  and  1886  on  the 
petition  of  F.  D.  Rich  and  others  in  relation 
to  the  Shag  Point  Coal-mine ;  and  also  to  give 
effect  to  the  reconmiendations  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee on  the  petitions  of  the  same  petitioners 
in  the  sessions  of  1883,  1884,  and  1886,  in 
relation  to  the  Shag  Point  Railway.  If  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  give  me  their  attention 
for  a  few  moments  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
induce  them  to  agree  unanimously  to  the 
reports  of  the  Committee.  I  will  read  those 
reports.    The  first  report  was  as  follows : — 

<*  That,  looking  at  the  capital  expended  on 
this  mine,  and  the  need  of  keeping  open  a  coal- 
mine in  the  district,  a  lease  of  the  submarine 
coalfields  for  a  long  term  should  be  granted  to 
Messrs.  Rich  and  Williams,  and  an  extension 
of  the  existing  lease,  if  no  private,  rights  are 
interfered  with." 

I  may  say  that  that  has  been  done,  so  that 
no  action  is  required  in  reference  to  that. 
Then  the  report  goes  on  to  say, — 

*'  That  a  Government  grant  should  be  made 
in  aid  of  reopening  the  mine,  such  grant  not  to 
( >:ceed  one-third  of  the  total  cost  of  such  re- 
o  jening,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  £5,000." 

That  has  been  recommended  by  the  Waste 
Lands  Conmiittee  in  the  session  of  1884  and 
this  session.  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  dis- 
covered that  £3,000  will  suffice ;  that  if  £3,000 
is  given  the  company  will  spend  £6,000.  Then, 
the  other  report  referring  to  the  railway  is  as 
follows : — 

**  The  Committee  has  the  honour  to  report 
that,  failing  the  Government  exer^iBiiL^its 
power  to  purchase,  the  petitioner  ir^ 


«02 


Shag  Point 


(HOUSE.] 


Oodl  Companiy.        [Aij8.( 


be  paid  a  rental  from  year  to  year,  so  ae  to 
oover  the  interest  on  the  coit  of  ooBstnioiioii  of 
the  branch  line." 

That  was  the  Committee's  report  in  1888; 
aod  in  1884  the  same  report  was  brought  up 
with  this  addition : — 

'*  Such  payment  to  reckon  during  the  pepod 
that  the  railway  was  working,  and  to  ftpply 
when  the  railway  resumes  working." 

The  railway  in  the  meantime  had  ceased 
running,  as  I  shall  presently  show.  These  were 
the  reports  made.  I  am  sorry  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  at  any  length  in  reference  to 
this  Question,  but  I  must  state  as  Portly  as  I 
can  tne  facts  of  the  case.  Some  ten  years  ago 
the  proprietors  of  this  coal-mine  entered  into 
correspondence  with  the  Government  of  the 
day — ^I  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier  ^Mr.  Ormond)  was  then  Minister  for 
Public  Works — with  the  view  of  constructing  a 
branch  line  of  railway  from  the  coal-mine  to 
the  main  line  at  Palmerston;  but,  owing  to 
a  variety  of  local  prejudices  and  jealousies, 
nothing  came  out  of  it  for  two  years.  In  1878, 
however,  a  Railways  Construction  Act  was 
passed,  which  contained  the  following  clause : — 

'*  The  construction  of  tho  branch  line  of 
railway  mentioned  in  the  First  Schedule  as 
<  Main  Line  to  Shag  Point '  Khali  be  contingent 
upon  the  cost  thereof  being  defrayed  by  the 
Shag  Point  Coal  Company  (Limited^ ;  and 
such  branch  line,  when  constructed,  shall  be 
managed  and  worked  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  and  the  said  com- 
pany." 

Accordingly,  a  branch  line  was  constructed 
by  the  company,  —  costing,  I  think,  some 
£8,000.  The  rails  were  valued  at  £1,000.  It 
happened  that  the  Government  had  at  that 
time  a  large  quantity  of  rails  on  hand,  and,  in 
order  to  save  time,  the  Government  agreed  to 
let  the  company  have  the  necessary  rails.  Of 
course  they  were  to  be  replaced  by  other  new 
rails,  or  to  be  paid  for ;  which  would  have  been 
done  long  ago  had  the  recommendations  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  been  given  effect  to. 
Now,  the  result  of  the  company's  enterprise 
was  that  a  village  was  created  in  what  was 
previously,  comparatively  speaking,  a  barren 
wilderness  —  a  village  containing  some  five 
hundred  or  six  hundred  inhabitants,  old  and 
Tonng.  There  was  a  school  there,  having  a 
hundred  and  fifty  children  in  attendance. 
There  were  a  hundred  and  forty  heads  of 
families  engaged  in  the  mine,  and  of  course 
that  meant  that  a  considerable  amount  of  re- 
venue was  derived  through  the  Customs  from 
tho  place.  When  the  mine  was  at  its  zenith 
it  turned  out  thirty-six  thousand  tons  of  coal 
in  twelve  months,  and  a  large  amount  of  traffic 
was  thus  obtained  for  the  railway.  I  suppose 
that  the  Government  got  6s.  per  ton  haulage 
on  the  main  line.  Besides  that,  the  railway 
got  its  own  coal  very  cheap,  and  at  a  much 
lower  price  than  the  Government  had  been 
paying  previously.  So  far  all  went  well ;  but 
lyand-oy  it  turned  out  that  the  mine  was  sup- 
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posed  to  be  unsafe,  the  working  beisg  c^ 
submazine,  and  it  was  alleged  that  Himm 
danger  to  life  in  working  it.  I  do  not  i;|^ 
any  harsher  term  to  the  order  to  stop  vot- 
ing than  that  it  was  an  error  of  jud^^fiM  a 
the  part  of  the  authority  for  the  tiiae  bog; 
but  certainly  it  was  a  very  grievooi  sua  i 
judgment;  and  the  mine,  in  ooiiseqas»etf 
that  order,  oeased  wozking—in  hct,  itwusi 
merged.  The  result  of  that  action  vu  tkt  i 
proper^  which  cost  the  propnetan  somevki 
about  £40,000,  including  the  rulwaj,¥ui» 
dered  absolutely  valueless ;  and  am&er  ns& 
was  that  a  thriving  and  industrioos  popohta 
was  scattered  to  the  four  winds.  Not  adr 
that,  but  during  the  time  the  mine  vti  (kai 
a  very  large  and  important  district,  eztesH^K 
from  Waikouaiti  to  Oamaru,  and  inliodisb 
as  Macrae's  and  Naseby,  had  to  pay  6s.  a  tas 
more  for  fuel  than  before.  Coals  hsd  to  bi 
imported  from  Newcastle  to  Osmam;  ad  I 
believe  at  the  very  lowest  oompatstion  G&,  «ai 
the  difference  in  price.  If  the  minehifdbMi 
allowed  to  continue  working,  I  believe  Uie  cat- 
put  would  have  been  fifty  thousand  toBs  i 
year,  and  that  would  have  meantaiereDoeof 
£15,000  a  year  to  the  main  line  d  nilnj* 
The  proprietors  of  the  mine  begged  and  pnjai 
the  Government  that,  before  the  mine  m 
ordered  to  be  closed,  a  Commission  of  operk 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  it  at  tat 
proprietors'  own  expense. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.  — No.  The  mine  w 
closed  in  February,  and  the  applieatiocvH 
not  made  until  July. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —There  were  tio  aj- 
plications.  Unfortunately  I  have  not  got  tfai 
evidence  here,  but  I  can  vouch  for  the  tzcihtf 
that.  It  is  a  matter  which  can  be  confimei 
by  evidence.  That  is  what  aggrsTstes  tke 
thing.  These  people,  who  had  spent  so  wA 
money  on  the  property,  entreated  the  Gono- 
ment.  They  said,  "Nominate  yourovnaOt 
and  we  will  pay  for  them."  The  thing  c«« 
before  the  House  on  petition  the  session  beloff 
last,  and  the  petitioners  went  to  an  expense  o^ 
£400  in  employing  counsel  and  bringiiig  op 
witnesses  to  give  evidence  before  the  Wisti 
Lands  Committee.  I  have  no  personal  interesti 
direct  or  indirect,  in  this  matter— I  h&w» 
cousin,  aunt,  or  uncle  concerned  in  it.  l^ 
the  matter  up  on  public  grounds  chiefly,  bat 
also  to  try  to  do  justice  to  an  injured  man-o!* 
of  the  most  enterprising  men  in  the  coIobj--- 
whohas  been  s^l  but  ruined  by  theactjoca 
the  Government  in  connection  ivith  this  nat- 
ter. I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  if  it 
had  been  possible  for  these  people  to  go  into  a 
Court  of  equity,  instead  of  getting  £3^ 
to  enable  the  mine  to  be  started  again  tb^ 
would  have  been  awarded  very  large  compensa- 
tion. As  it  is,  they  are  asking  for  no&ing  f^ 
their  own  pockets.  All  I  ask  is  that  tiie  » 
commendation  of  the  Committee,  made  in  tf* 
different  sessions,  may  be  given  effect  to.  I 
may  say  that  on  the  strength  of  that  recoio- 
mendatJon  the  proprietors  have  already  speot 
£4,000  in  reopenmg  the  mine,  and  they  are  i^ 
turning  out  some  800  to  1,000  tons  of  coal  a 


86.] 


Shag  Point 


[HOUSE.] 


Coal  Company, 


503 


mtb.  The  whole  tiling  must,  however,  col- 
386  unless  A  further  ajnount  of  some 
,000  is  expended;  and,  unless  the  reoom- 
indaiion  of  the  Committee  is  given  effect  to, 
d  some  measure  of  justice  is  done  to  these 
»n.  we  may  depend  upon  it  that  this  House 
II  not  hear  the  last  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 
ktriet  for  many  years  to  come.  I  say  it  is 
mstrons  that  a  large  and  important  district, 
Ddsting,  you  may  say,  of  three  electorates, 
ould  be  put  in  the  position  it  will  be  put  in 
the  House  refuses  to  accede  to  the  recom- 
mdation  of  the  Ck)mmittee.  I  beg  to  move 
e  resolution  which  I  have  read. 
Mr.  BALLANOE.— I  should  like  to  explain 
the  House  what  I  believe  to  be  the  present 
isition  of  this  matter.  The  honourable  mem- 
ir  for  Port  Chahners  has  not  gone  very  closely 
to  the  merits  of  the  case.  He  has  referred 
the  reports  of  the  Committee — one  made  in 
184  and  one  during  the  present  session.  As  to 
;e  report  of  1884,  the  Committee  were  almost 
[ually  divided  on  the  matter;  and  I  have 
>  doubt,  myself,  after  reading  the  evidence, 
At  the  position  was  clearly  established  that 
le  mine  was  in  a  dangerous  condition  before 

was  closed.  That  seems  to  me  to  have 
sen  proved,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
lere  is  any  evidence  to  the  contrary.  The 
Mourable  gentleman  certainly  has  not  pro- 
Qced  any.  The  mine  was  flooded  with  salt 
ater  before  it  was  closed.  I  am  aware  that 
le  honourable  gentleman  has  stated  pre- 
ioQsly  in  the  House  that  when  the  mine  was 
Dmped  out  it  was  found  to  be  fresh  water; 
Dt  I  have  been  told  since  that  it  really  was 
lit  water,  and  that  the  mine  was  in  a  most 
•Dgeious  position.  I  am  not  now  going  into 
he  merits  of  the  case,  but  I  am  trying  to  put 
efore  the  House  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true 
osition  we  now  occupy  with  regard  to  this 
nestion.  It  is  this:  that  the  question  has 
«en  virtually  settled ;  that  the  terms  proposed 
7  the  Government  aiter  the  Committee  had 
eported  in  1884  were  accepted  by  Mr.  Kich ; 
ad  that  he  has  no  right  to  come  to  the 
loose  now  and  ask  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
natter.  I  think  the  documents  show  that  the 
Government's  offer  to  Mr.  Bich  in  1884  was 
eally  accepted  by  him  in  final  settlement  of 
be  whole  case.  Here  is  a  letter  sent  from  the 
lepartment  to  Mr.  Bich  on  his  repeated  re- 
[Qcst  for  a  settlement  of  the  question : — 

"  Wellington,  Bid  March,  1885. 

"  Sm,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
vcoipt  of  your  two  letters,  dated  the  19th  and 
iBth  January  last,  with  respect  to  the  exten- 
ion  of  the  lease  of  the  Shag  Point  Coal-mine 
o  Mr.  Hutchison,  in  terms  of  the  recommenda- 
ioa  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  of  last 
■ttsion,  and  applying  for  payment  of  the  sum 
if  £1,094,  on  account  of  expenditure  incurred 
>y  yoQ,  amounting  to  i:3,284  Is.  Id.,  as  shown 
a  a  schedule  which  you  forwarded.  In  reply, 
J  have  to  inform  you  that,  as  the  working  of 
iw  coal-mine  will  be  of  great  importance  to  a 
iaige  district,  the  Government  is  prepared  to 
paut  an  extension  of  the  lease  on  the  present 
(enns  and  conditions  for  the  term  of  fifty  years ; 


I  but  it  cannot  undertake  to  make  any  money 
payments. — I  have,  &c.,        "  J.  Ballance." 

Immediately  after  that  letter  was  written* 
Mr.  Bich  attended  at  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner  of  Crown  Lands  to  arrange  with  him  for 
the  surrender  of  the  old  lease  to  Mr.  Hutchison 
and  for  the  taking  of  the  new  lease.  A  dispute 
arose  as  to  whether  the  new  lease  was  to  cover 
the  two  areas  or  only  one,  and  the  department* 
being  telegraphed  to,  replied  that  the  new  leaAe 
was  to  cover  both  areas;  and  Mr.  Bich  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  at  this  arrangement. 
Here  is  a  telegram  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  as  to  what  took  place  at  the  time 
the  new  lease  was  accepted : — 

**  Dunedin,  Ist  August,  1886. 
"  The  Under-Secretary, 

"  Crown  Lands  Department. 

^*  I  don't  recollect  that  Mr.  Bich  made  any 
remonstrance  as  to  claim  for  money  payment 
in  addition,  when  he  obtained  the  Shag  Point 
lease  for  fifty  years.  **  J.  P.  Maitland." 

That  is  the  position.  The  evidence  on  the 
question  is  very  voluminous,  and  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Appendices.  Mr.  Bich  accepted  the  ex- 
tension of  the  lease  for  fifty  years,  and  appeared 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangement ;  and  now 
he  comes  and  asks  the  House  to  grant  him 
something  else.  It  does  appear  to  me  that 
when  he  accepted  the  new  lease  the  whole 
question  was  at  an  end,  and  that  Mr.  Bich 
has  no  further  claim  on  the  colony.  I  do  not 
think  my  honourable  friend  has  made  out 
any  case.  No  doubt  the  dosing  of  the  mine 
was  a  very  serious  matter  to  the  owners  and 
to  the  district,  and  if  any  wrong  had  been 
done  it  would  be  only  right  that  a  remedy 
should  be  afforded ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  mine  was  properly  closed,  and  when  Mr. 
Bich  accepted  the  offer  made  him  by  the 
Government  in  1884  I  understood  the  matter 
was  finally  settled. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  will  make  but  a  few 
remarks ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  doing 
justice  to  what  I  know  of  this  matter  if  I 
allowed  the  occasion  to  pass  without  saving 
anything.  It  is  well  known  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  feels  very 
strongly  on  this  matter;  but  I  think  he  has 
rather  allowed  his  feelings  to  get  the  better 
of  his  judgment  in  dealing  with  it.  He  has 
stated  that  the  Inspector  committed  a  grie- 
vous error  of  judgment  in  closing  the  mine, 
and  I  understood  him  to  say  that  tlie  then 
Government  was  asked,  before  the  mine  was 
closed,  to  grant  an  inquiry  into  its  condition. 
Now,  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  made  a 
most  careful  inquiry  into  the  matter  in  1884— 
sm  exhaustive  inquiry,  lasting  over  many  days 
— and  the  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Inspector  of  Mines  was  warranted  in 
closing  the  mine.  I  think  the  honourable 
member,  when  referring  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  should  have  stated  that  to  the 
House.  If  any  honourable  member  will  read 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee, 
statement  of  the  Inspector,  and  all 
passed  in  relation  to  this  mine,  I  ar 
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tftin  he  will  agree  that  no  impartial  mind 
could  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
the  Inspector  did  his  duty,  and  did  the  only 
thing  that  could  he  done  where  there  was 
such  a  risk  to  Life  as  there  was  in  this  case. 
I  do  not  think  that,  after  the  sad  experience 
this  colony  has  already  had,  it  should  hesitate 
for  one  moment  to  take  precautions  to  prevent 
the  zecunence  of  a  similar  disaster.  In  1878 
the  same  Inspector  reported  upon  the  conditicm 
of  another  mine,  and  recommended  that  pre- 
cautions should  be  token  to  prevent  an  accident 
in  that  mine.  That  advice  was  not  followed — 
I  will  not  say  it  was  neglected,  for  I  do  not  wish 
to  use  too  harsh  a  term,  but,  at  any  rate,  it  was 
not  acted  upon— and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  most  terrible  disaster  which  the  colony  has 
ever  experienced  resulted.  The  colony  may 
well  be  satisfied  that  it  has  in  its  service  an 
officer  who,  in  spite  of  all  the  influence  that 
was  brought  agninst  him,  and  of  pressure  the 
resistance  to  which  might  have  cost  him  his 
means  of  livelihood,  had  tlie  courage  to  say 
that  for  the  protection  of  life  that  mine  must 
be  closed.  However,  that  is  not  what  we  are 
now  considering.  It  was  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
maiy,  after  receiving  the  surveys  and  reports 
upon  the  different  parts  of  this  mine,  the  In- 
spector came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  mine 
was  unsafe  ;  but  simultaneously  with  that,  or, 
if  I  mistake  not,  before  it,  the  miners  had 
determined  for  themselves  tliat  the  place  was 
unsafe,  and  hod  left  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  water  was  at  that  time  coming  in.  The 
Inspector  met  the  manager  of  the  mine,  and,  if 
I  mistake  not,  the  proprietor  of  the  mine ;  and 
a  mutual  agreement  was  come  to  that  the 
mine  was  unsafe,  and  that  the  men  must  be 
withdrawn  from  it.  There,  again,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Clialmers  was  wrong 
in  the  statement  he  has  made.  He  has 
given  the  House  to  understand  that  there 
was  some  dispute  about  the  matter ;  but  there 
was  no  dispute  whatever.  The  Inspector  of 
Mines,  the  manager  of  the  mine,  and  the 
miners  all  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
mine  was  dangerous  to  life.  That  is  fully  borne 
out  by  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  on  the 
subject ;  and  it  was  in  the  firm  belief  that  the 
mine  was  unsafe  that  the  Inspector  of  Mines 
gave  the  direction  that  he  did.  It  was  not 
until  the  following  July,  or  six  months  after 
this,  that  an  application  was  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment, wh^n  the  water  had  advanced  very 
considerably  into  the  mine,  as  it  must  neces- 
sarily do  through  the  cessation  of  work.  This 
application  was  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
made ;  but  the  only  object  of  that  could  have 
been  to  establish  a  claim  as  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  to  pretend  that  that  ought  not 
to  have  been  done  which  had  been  rendered  ne- 
cessary on  account  of  the  danger  to  life.  As  I 
have  said,  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  let  his  judgment  be  run  away  with  by  his 
feelings  of  sympathy  in  one  direction ;  I 
maintain  that  his  sympathy  ought  to  be  in 
another  direction  altogether,  and  that  is,  the 
direction  of  sympathy  with  those  who  took  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  occur- 
AiV.  Bolleston 


ring  as  most  have  come  to  pass  if  they  hiditt 
acted  as  they  did.  That  catastrophe  mnEthn 
occurred  but  for  the  action  taken  bj  the  b> 
specter  of  Mines  and  the  GovenuneDt  ef  di 
day,  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  by  mndi,  ite 
was  Minister  of  Mines  at  the  tiiae.  Ik 
question  first  came  before  the  House  thisfl» 
sion  when  the  Minister  of  Mines  sat  down  ite 
making  his  Statement  about  miniog  txffA 
ture.  In  that  Statement  he  had  slid  thai  tii 
mine  was  closed  in  consequence  of  animijlaa 
of  sea- water.  The  honourable  member  foe  Pon 
Chalmers  assured  the  House  that  it  vy  v 
such  thing — that  there  had  been  no  iiraptiflBiif 
sea-water ;  and  this  report  of  the  Waste  Usk 
Committee  was  based  upon  the  aesmaneect 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  tbeze  had  bee 
no  irruption  of  sea-water,  and  theiefoze  tin 
whole  thing  had  been  proved  to  hate  ben 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  hadsaid-B 
error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  IsspeciK 
of  Mines  and  of  the  Minister  of  Mines  of  tk 
day.  Will  it  be  believed  that  there  vas  attte 
very  time  in  the  public  offices  of  the  deput- 
ment  a  report — to  which  the  Ministei  of  lioi 
has  referred — of  an  analysis  of  the  water,  sat 
by  Mr.  Binns,  the  Inspector,  from  the  miaev 
the  Government  Analyst,  Mr.  Skey,  to  asoerwi. 
whether  it  was  sea- water,  and  that  the  re^d 
that  analysis  entirely  confirms  the  factthitit 
was  sea-water  which  had  broken  intotibe  siiBi? 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  further  into  the  matter,  foe 
I  feel  that  to  do  so  would  necessitate  inakai 
an  analysis  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence  wh^ 
was  taken  by  the  Committee.  I  therefore  i^ 
honourable  gentlemen  to  that  evidence,  fssi 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  go  into  it  ^ 
is  it  necessary,  for  I  am  not  here  on  my  ddewfe 
and  the  House  is  bound  to  make  itsdl  »■  \ 
quainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case  befawi  | 
votes  in  any  way  contravening  the  report  a 
the  Conmiittee  with  regard  to  flie  action  tii«  [ 
for  the  protection  of  life.  All  I  have  to  ay  is. 
that  if  the  House  votes  the  money  it  oughts* 
to  be  given  as  compensation  to  Mr.  Bidi,  bot 
as  a  relief  to  the  district. 

Mr.  MACAXDREW.  —  It  is  to  open  tie 
mine. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Then  the  honoan* 
gentleman  should  have  based  his  argomens  ob 
that  ground.  If  he  had  said  that  this  oobJ 
was  wanted  in  the  interests  of  the  district, »» 
that,  as  the  Government  were  scatteringm®^ 
all  over  the  country  in  bonuses  to  eoal-BB^ 
of  all  descriptions,  not,  perhaps,  so  valo»» 
as  this  one,  ihey  should  also  give  someW 
to  it,  he  would  have  had  better  gronnd  to^ 
upon.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  isdoai 
a  public  wrong  when  he  asks  the  Hoosete 
assent  to  his  proposal  on  the  ground  th«t ' 
wrong  has  been  done  to  Mr.  Rich  by  the  ifr 
spec  tor  of  Mines  insisting  upon  taking  ac^ 
to  prevent  loss  of  hfe.  That  is  where  tM 
honourable  gentleman  is  wrong.  If  the  Hoos^ 
entertains  the  question  of  a  money-gzt&t,  i^ 
should  simply  do  so  as  a  matter  of  bonus  tt 
the  district;  and,  if  it  does  that,  then  it  will  v 
for  the  Government  to  guide  Ae  Honse  in  tw 
matter;    and,  if  the  House  votes  a  bonus v 
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this  case  becaase  an  accident  has  occurred, 
then  we  shall  certainly  have  to  do  so  in  other 
cases.  I  acknowledge  it  is  a  great  misfortune 
to  the  proprietor  of  the  mine ;  but,  while  I 
admit  that,  I  also  say  that  there  was  gross  mis- 
management, that  the  pillars  of  the  mine  were 
improperly  taken  away,  that  the  mine  was  mis- 
managed, and  that  the  result  was  danger  and 
financial  disaster.  I  am  only  thankful,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  no  worse  disaster 
than  a  financial  disaster  has  occurred ;  and  I 
shall  be  content  to  the  last  day  of  my  life,  even 
though  it  should  cost  £20,000  or  £30,000,  so 
long  as  my  action  has  prevented  loss  of  life. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.— I  am  sorry  that 
the  Minister  of    Lands  and  the    honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  should  lose  night  of  the 
JQStice  of  this  case  in  their  anxiety  to  defend 
their  own  action.    The  Minister  of  Mines  says 
thai  the  mine  was  flooded  with  sea- water ;  but 
I  say  that  sea-water  never  broke  into  the  mine. 
The  water  which  was  sent  up  for  analysis,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  evidence,  was  taken  not 
from  the  underground  workings  but  from  a 
tricklet  of  sea-water  in  the  shaft  which  has 
always  come  in  there  since  the  shaft  was  first 
opened.    The  water  pumped  from  the  mine 
was  all  fresh  water ;  and  will  the  honourable 
member  say  that  if  the  sea  had  broken  in  it 
would  have  taken  twelve  months  to  fill  the 
workings  ?    The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  Mr. 
Binns,  without  fully  weighing  or  understanding 
the  conseqnences,  ordered  the  mine  manager 
to  discontinue  pumping  :  this  the  manager  re- 
sisted for  some  time,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
owner  of  the  mine,  who  just  then  arrived  from 
England,  somewhat  hastily  consented  to  stop 
pumping    the    upper    workings,    which    was 
speedily   followed    by    all   the    consequences 
predicted  by  the  mine  manager.    In  1884  the 
Waste  Lands    Committee  inquired   into    the 
closing  of  the  mine,  and  brought  in  a  report 
saying  that  the  closing  was  warranted.     But 
the  mine  was  then  full  of  water,  and  it  was  not 
known  till  afterwards  that  it  was  fresh  water 
except  the  tricklet  which  I  have  said  was  run- 
ning down  the  shaft.    I  say  it  is  nonsense  to 
state  that  there  was  any  danger  in  the  matter. 
Why,  the  Minister  well  knows  that  the  mine  is 
being  worked  now,  and  that  coal  is  being  got 
out  of  it.    If  there  was  danger  then,  there  is 
danger  now ;  but  the  mine  has  actually  been 
pumped  dry.    I  consider  that  the  action  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  very  wrong ;  and 
the  statement  which  he  has  now  made  is  only 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  it.    The  Com- 
mittee reported  that  the  proprietor  of  the  mine 
should  have  an  extension  of  his  lease  for  a 
certain  time  to  open  the  mine,  and  that  he 
should  have  a  pound  for  every  three  pounds 
he  spent  in  so  doing.    The  owner  of  the  mine, 
thinking  that  the  recommendation  of  a  Select 
Committee  was  as  good  as  a  bond,  set  to  work 
in  an  enterprising  manner  which  very  few  men 
in  New  Zealand  would  have  shown,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  pumping  out  the  mine.    The  law 
says  that  such  mines  shall  have  two  shafts: 
but  the  owner  is  unable  to  find  the  money 
to  make  a  second  shaft ;  and  unless  the  House 


sees  its  way  to  give  effect  to  the  reconmienda- 
tion  of  the  Committee  the  mine  will  have  to  be 
closed,  because  the  time  is  fast  slipping  away 
when  the  second  shaft  can  be  made.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  Ministers  to  say  this  and  the 
other,  but  here  we  have  the  reports  of  two 
Committees  who  sat  upon  the  case,  and  took 
the  fullest  evidence.  No  expense  was  spared  in 
getting  all  the  evidence  possible,  and  I  should 
be  afraid  to  say  how  many  hundreds  of  pounds 
were  spent  in  that  way.  The  result  is  that  we 
have  re}>orts  and  reconamendations,  which  I 
think  should  be  taken  against  the  statements 
of  two  honourable  members  of  the  House  who 
are,  of  course,  deeply  interested  in  defending 
their  own  action. 

Mr.  HARPER. —  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  (Geraldine  has  rather  missed  the 
point  in  this  case.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  evidence  before  the  Committee : 
that  is  not  so  much  a  matter  for  the  House  to 
consider  now.  What  we  have  now  to  consider 
is  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  Committee  upon  the 
evidence  that  was  before  them.  Now.  the 
Committee  says, — 

**  That,  looking  at  the  capital  expended  on 
this  mine,  and  the  need  of  keeping  open  a 
coal-mine  in  the  district,  a  lease  of  the  sub- 
marine coalfields  for  a  long  term  should  be 
granted  to  Messrs.  Rich  and  Williams,  and  an 
extension  of  the  existing  lease  if  no  private 
rights  are  interfered  with.  That  a  Government 
grant  should  be  made  in  aid  of  reopening  the 
mine,  such  grant  not  to  exceed  one- third  of  the 
total  cost  of  such  reopening,  and  in  no  case  to 
exceed  £5,000." 

Now,  we  have  it,  on  the  statements  of 
members  of  this  House,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Rich  has  expended 
a  large  amount  of  money  in  reopening  the 
mine,  and  that  he  has  done  so  entirely  on 
the  faith  that  this  reconmiendation  would  be 
carried  out.  In  the  question  now  before  the 
House  it  is  simply  asked,  as  an  act  of  justice, 
that  the  recommendation  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  House  should  be 
carried  out.  I  may  say  that  the  statement 
the  Minister  of  Lands  has  made  appears  to  me 
not  to  answer  the  question.  He  has  said  that 
Mr.  Rich  accepted  the  lease,  and  by  his  silence 
consented  to  abandon  the  claim  to  a  money 
grant.  But  there  appears  to  be  no  evidence  of 
that  before  the  House,  and  certainly  no  evidence 
has  been  brought  forward  by  the  ^linister  of 
Lands  that  Mr.  Rich  had  any  understanding 
when  he  had  the  lease  granted  that  he  was  to 
abandon  the  claim  for  a  grant  of  money.  Un- 
til we  have  better  evidence  than  that  which  we 
have  had  brought  before  us,  I  cannot  see  on 
what  grounds  the  Government  refuse  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  At 
all  events,  they  should  have  warned  Mr.  Rich 
at  the  time,  before  he  spent  a  shilling,  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  was  to  be 
waste-paper.  If  they  had  done  that  it  would 
have  been  a  different  thing ;  but  it  appears  that 
he  acted  on  the  faith  that  the  reconmiendation 
of  the  Committee  would  be  carried  out,  and  it 
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appears  now  very  unfair  that  any  question 
should  be  raised  as  to  his  right  to  claim 
any  money  on  account  of  the  monev  which 
he  expended,  relying  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.  Hu  asks  for  no  compensation, 
but  for  a  third  of  the  expense  he  has  gone  to 
in  the  matter.  In  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
we  know  that  this  is  a  very  large  and  useful 
undertaking  for  the  district,  I  think  the  House 
should  not  hesitate  to  indorse  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Gcraldine  misses  the 
point  rather  regarding  the  closing  of  the  mine. 
1  had  something  to  do  with  this  before  I  was  a 
member  of  the  House,  as  Mr.  Rich  consulted 
me  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Williams  also  informed 
me  as  to  the  state  of  the  case ;  and  the  point 
was  not  so  much  that  the  outer  workings  were 
closed  by  the  Inspector,  but  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  pumping  the  water  out.  If  I  re- 
collect aright,  he  offered  to  toko  every  precau- 
tion the  Inspector  might  think  proper  or  ask 
him  to  take,  and  all  he  desired  to  do  was  simply 
to  keep  that  part  of  the  mine  free  from  water. 
The  Inspector  said  that  the  water  should  be 
allowed  to  accumulate  there,  and  that,  by 
building  certain  dams  which  he  recommended, 
the  water  would  be  kept  from  doing  further 
damage.  Mr.  Kich  states  that  he  carried  out 
those  directions,  but  found  them  to  be  futile. 
The  dams  that  were  to  keep  the  water  down 
were  quite  unserviceable,  and  the  water  gradu- 
ally filled  up  the  mine.  It  was  not  a  matter 
of  lif<>  or  death  to  any  one.  Mr.  Rich  was  will- 
ing lo  close  up  that  part  of  the  mine,  and  never 
had  the  slightest  desire  to  work  it  when  it  was 
unsafe,  but  wanted  to  use  it  merely  to  keep  the 
water  down.  In  this  matter  the  judgment  of 
the  Inspector  of  Mines  was  shown  to  be  wrong : 
but  that  is  not  the  question  now  before  us.  It 
might  not  have  been  so  much  an  error  of  judg- 
ment as  spite ;  but  that  is  disproved  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee — they  did  not  seem  to 
think  that  to  be  the  case ;  but,  I  repeat  again, 
the  House  has  simply,  in  my  opinion,  to  con- 
sider the  recommendation  of  tlio  Committee, 
upon  the  faith  of  which  a  certain  gentleman 
who  is  a  petitioner  to  this  House  has  expended 
a  largo  sum  of  money,  and  whose  claim,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  favourably  considered. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  —  The  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine,  in  his  efforts  to  support  the 
recommendation  of  the  Inspector  of  Klines,  has, 
I  think,  gone  too  far,  because  every  one  who 
takes  the  trouble  to  read  the  reports,  and  who 
knows  anything  at  all  about  mining,  must 
know  that  letting  water  into  a  mine  is  not  the 
right  thing  to  do,  either  with  regard  to  present 
or  future  working.  It  was  one  of  the  very  worst 
things  that  could  have  been  done,  unless  the 
mine  was  actually  on  fire,  and  that  was  never 
shown  to  be  the  cose.  Therefore  that  part  of 
the  Inspector's  work  was  certainly  wrong. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  that,  as  letting 
water  into  a  mine  is  the  surest  way  of  perma- 
nently destroying  it.  As  to  the  telegram  read 
by  the  present  Minister  of  Lands,  what  does 
that  amount  to  ?  In  it  Mr.  Maitland  simply 
says,  "I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Rich  ever 
Mr.  Harper 


made  a  claim  further  than  for  the  exteoatm  oC 
the  lease."  Mr.  Maitland  does  not  isy,  ss  a 
fact,  that  no  sach  claim  was  made  at  tiie  Hxm, 
and  we  have  it  in  evidence  in  other  vs^  tb^ 
a  claim  was  made.  It  looks  as  thoagh  it  wen 
convenient  to  say  he  does  not  reodket;  it 
looks  to  me  more  like  a  way  of  slipping  out  of 
the  arrangement  without  giving  a  d^ct  aosw 
than  anything  else.  I  speak  feelingly  for  tfas 
district,  in  one  sense.  The  district  I  lepRsot 
has  been  put  to  a  great  loss  owing  to  tiui  n&w 
not  being  in  full  work.  It  supphed  a  voy 
useful  article,  and,  besides  that,  the  number 
of  people  employed  there  consumed  prodoec. 
We  wanted  the  coal  for  the  district ;  snd  tba 
closing  of  the  mine  has  also  caused  a  las  to 
the  railway.  I  cannot  understand  vhj  tk 
Government  should  hesitate  to  advance  a  snH* 
as  subsidy,  of  one  pound  to  every  two  poondi, 
towards  repairing  the  damage  that  vas  desst^ 
after  it  has  stood  the  crucial  test  of  snintedi- 
gation  by  a  Committee  of  this  House.  I  bope 
that,  even  at  this  late  hoar,  the  House  wdl 
follow  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
Mr.  BRUCE.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  qnestion,  because  I  was  one  d 
the  Committee.  I  think  it  has  been  admizably 
placed  before  the  House  by  the  honoozBUi 
member  for  Avon,  and  I  shall  not  again  bani 
over  the  same  ground.  But  I  wish  to  pdni 
out  to  the  House  that,  in  carrying  oat  tlit 
report  of  the  Committee,  they  are  in  no  vst 
censuring  the  action  of  the  GovemmenI  hr 
spoctor.  I  almost  concluded,  listening  to  iM 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Genl- 
dine,  that  such  must  be  the  case.  When  ^^ 
Rich  approached  this  House  by  petition  ^ 
wished  to  make  it  appear  that  he  had  safiei^ 
loss  from  the  action  of  the  Government  Inspw- 
tor.  The  first  question  the  Committee  bad  to 
consider  was  this :  Was  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment Inspector  justifiable  or  othernii? 
Well,  a  great  deal  of  evidence  was  taken.  A 
considerable  conflict  of  opinion  prevailed.  R 
was  decided,  if  I  recollect  aright,  by  a  nam* 
majority ;  but  I  was  one  of  those  who  g»ra 
an  emphatic  expression  of  opinion,  andlaa 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  action  of  the  Goran- 
ment  Inspector  was  justifiable  througbont,  bat 
that,  if  there  was  any  doubt  in  the  matter,  it 
least  he  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  dosH 
as  human  life  was  at  stake.  The  second  qn^ 
tion  we  had  to  consider  was,  whether  we  sboiufl 
recommend  that  anything  should  be  giwn  to 
the  spirited  and  enterprising  proprietor,  ^ 
1  believe,  by  his  enterprise,  had  confenta 
great  benefits  on  the  district ;  and  that,  toe, 
was  carried,  and  I  voted  for  it.  These  w«> 
the  two  points  the  Committee  had  to  conskwr; 
and  I  think  the  House,  in  carrying  ont  tb« 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  will  beffl 
no  way  censuring  the  Government  Inspecttf. 
With  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Minis^ 
of  Lands,  I  can  quite  understand  the  P^^ 
Mr.  Rich  took  up  when  concurring  with  Mi- 
Maitland  on  the  subject  of  the  lease,  i^ 
assumed  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  recom- 
mendation would  be  carried  out.  In  referen* 
to  this  grant,  I  voted  for  the  grant  in  the  saa* 
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nay,  as  I  said  at  the  time,  as  I  voted  last  ses- 
sion  for  the  expenditure  on  the  harbours  where 
ooal  was  the  export;  and  it  was  shown  most 
oonclusively  that  in  this  district  very  great 
hardship  was  entailed  on  a  very  large  popula- 
tion by  the  closing  of  this  mine,  and  also  that 
loss  waq  sustained  by  one  of  the  Grovemment 
lailway-lines  losing  the  coal-traffic.  In  con- 
clusion, I  would  again  urge  on  the  House  the 
fact  that  in  adopting  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  we  shall  in  no  way  censure 
the  Inspector. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. —I  think,  considering  the 
dreadful  rate  at  which  we  have  been  going  on 
lately,  buying  district  railways,  insurance  pro- 
perties, sites  for  defence  purposes,  and  every- 
thing, it  would  be  much  better  for  us  to 
bring  in  a  general  buying  Bill ;  and  then, 
whenever  a  matter  of  this  sort  comes  up,  the 
Ciovemment  could  buy  in  large  quantities, 
instead  of  coming  to  ihe  House  to  ask  per- 
mission when  they  want  to  purchase.  Some 
honourable  members  speak  as  though  wo 
were  to  do  nothing  here,  month  after  month, 
bat  vote  sums  of  money  for  fresh  purchases. 
Here  is  a  gentleman  of  property,  who  has  sunk 
a  good  deal  of  money  in  trying  to  make  himself 
very  rich,  and  he  has  not  made  himself  wealthy, 
and,  because  he  has  failed,  he  comes  here  and 
asks  for  a  sum  of   money  to  enable  him  to 

S[>  on.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  go  into  the 
apreme  Court,  without  petitioning  this  House. 
Week  after  week  we  go  on  buying,  buying, 
laying ;  and  here  is  a  gentleman  who  is  one 
of  the  wealthiest  landowners  in  the  colony, 
«ad  we  are  asked  to  give  him  a  sum  of  money 
to  enrich  him  while  we  are  taking  from  the 
^wages  of  the  workmen,  issuing  circulars  to 
take  ofi  6d.  a  day  from  the  labouring-men. 
I  hope  the  House  will  resolve  at  all  events  that 
for  this  session  we  shall  not  buy  more,  and  that 
the  motion  will  be  lost. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  regret  very  much  the 
tone  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  addressed  the  House  has  spoken.  It 
seems  to  me  that  he  has  lost  sight  of  the  justice 
of  the  claim  which  is  now  before  the  House, 
and  has  simply  addressed  himself  to  mere  pre- 
judices. What  has  the  question  of  this  gentle- 
man being  a  large  landowner  to  do  with  the 
justice  of  his  claim?  I  fail  altogether  to  see 
that  that  has  anything  whatever  to  do  with 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman  finishes  by 
asking  the  House  not  to  grant  any  more  of 
these  claims,  at  all  events,  this  session. 
Sorely  he  cannot  at  all  have  considered  what 
he  gave  utterance  to  when  he  asked  the  House 
to  take  action  on  such  grounds  as  those.  I,  for 
one,  should  be  very  sorry  to  be  influenced  by 
Buch  considerations  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  put  before  us. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  think  the  logic  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  is  ahnost 
«8  bad  as  his  sense  of  justice,  and  that  is  say- 
ing a  great  deal.  I  have  some  general  know- 
ledge of  this  subject,  but  I  am  not  particularly 
acquainted  with  its  details.  I  have  a  very 
irtrong  conviction  that  Mr.  Bich  has  suffered 
^ezy  senous  wrong  at  the  hands  of  this  colony, 


and  I  am  rather  disposed  to  think  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine,  in  his 
speech,  was  really  giving  a  defence  of  his  own 
administration,  or,  at  all  events,  of  the  position 
he  took  up  as  a  member  of  the  Ministry.  I 
was  not  able  to  follow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's argument  to  the  conclusion  he  wished  to 
arrive  at.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  me  to 
be  a  speech  in  defence  either  of  the  malad- 
ministration of  some  officer  in  his  department, 
or  of  himself — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  which. 
An  honourable  member  says  **  Both."  It  is  not 
necessary  that  it  should  be  both.  The  speech 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  I  can  very  well  under- 
stand. It  was  one  of  those  speeches  which  a 
gentleman  guarding  the  Treasury  is  bound  to 
make  in  defence  of  the  funds  of  the  colony. 
I  do  not  really  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  much  in  earnest,  and  I  do- 
not  think  he  would  be  very  much  surprised  if 
he  found  himself  bound  to  pay  this  money.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Avon  has 
touched  the  keynote  of  the  whole  matter,  and 
that  is  that,  when  this  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  was  made,  Mr.  Bich  was  led  to- 
believe  that  this  House  would  not  repudiate 
the  action  of  its  own  Committee.  And,  upon 
the  faith  of  that  report,  he  expended  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  he  says,  **  Fulfil  your  part,, 
now  that  I  have  fulfilled  mine."  After  we  have 
got  Mr.  Bich  to  expend  his  money,  we  try  to 
repudiate  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which 
recommended  that  he  should  receive  this 
money.  I  believe  that  this  money,  instead  of 
recouping  him  what  he  is  entitled  to,  will  still 
leave  him  a  very  considerable  loser ;  and  the 
property,  which  was  of  very  great  value,  has 
been  depreciated  very  considerably  through 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  precipitate  action  of 
the  Government.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the 
House  will  not  listen  to  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Thomdon  as  to  work- 
men's wages,  and  Mr.  Bich  being  a  wealthy 
man,  and  so  on.  I  was  really  surprised  to  hear 
him  use  such  irrelevant  arguments.  What 
possible  connection  can  these  things  have  with 
this  House  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Bich?  The 
amount  of  his  claim  is  in  no  way  disputed,  and 
as  long  as  this  remains  unsatisfied  this  colony 
will  not  have  discharged  its  liabilities. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD. —  If  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  were 
somewhat  out  of  place,  those  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West  ore  surely  still  more 
so.  He  tolls  us  that  Mr.  Bich,  the  petitioner, 
spent  a  great  deal  of  money  on  the  strength  of 
a  report  by  a  Select  Committee,  and  that  this 
House,  in  not  adopting  that  report,  has  repudi- 
ated an  engagement.  Was  such  a  thing  ever 
heard  of  in  this  House  as  that  a  report  of  a  Select 
Committee  constitutes  an  engagement  on  the 
part  of  the  colony  before  the  report  is  adopted 
by  the  House  ?  A  report  of  a  Select  Committee 
goes  for  nothing  until  it  is  adopted ;  and  if  a 
man  chooses,  of  his  own  free  will,  to  spend  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  strength  of  a  report  not  yet 
considered,  it  is  his  own  affair.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  that 
it  is  repudiation  on  our  part  if  we  do  not  adopt 
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«  report.  Sach  a  principle  would  abaolutoly 
aboliith  the  constitutional  right  of  this  House 
to  deal  with  public  money.  It  would  be  hand- 
ing over  the  control  of  the  public  finances  to 
abolect  Committee.  Such  a  thing  is  prepos- 
terous. I  never  before  heard  such  an  argu- 
ment advanced.  Does  it  not  happen  every  day 
that  Committees  bring  up  reports  which  either 
lie  on  the  table  or  are  rejected  ?  Such  a  bad 
argument  as  that  advanced  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  damage  the  best  of  cases,  and 
It  has  very  much  damaged  this  case,  I  am  sure. 
Many  of  us  have  been  weighing  in  the  balance, 
wishmg  to  bti  informed  by  honourable  gentle- 
men as  to  the  rights  of  this  case  ;  but  1  never 
hoard  more  contradictory  speeches.  Such  an 
argument  as  that  used  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  NVost  is  enough  to  damn  the 
case  he  has  taken  up— that  we  are  repudiating 
a  just  claim  because  we  do  not  give  up  our  con- 
fititutioual  right  and  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Select  Commit tt»e. 

Mr.  W.  I).  STEWART.— Which  was  acted 
ui)on  with  the  knowknlgc  of  the  Government. 

Mr,  WAKKFIELD,  — What  has  that  to 
do  with  it?  It  would  be  absolutely  limiting 
and  rostricting  the  coustitutional  right  of  this 
House  ti>  contrvU  the  public  tinances.  The  more 
fiH>l  ho,  if  ho  actod  on  the  report  of  a  Com- 
mit too  bo  fore  it  was  considered  by  tlie  House. 
The  hoiuniriiblc  member  says  it  was  acted 
niKmwiih  tho  knowleilge  of  the  Government. 
\\  hy,  tho  tiovemmont  thomsclves  are  re- 
spoiiNiblo  to  this  House*  and  this  House  has 
a  poiioot  right  to  contrt^l  the  action  of  the 
Govoruniont  as  well  as  tho  rojx^rt  of  the  Com- 
mit too.  Tho  honourable  member  is  plunging 
frvnn  one  blimUor  into  another.  I  symixvthi/A' 
with  tho  owiKT  of  tho  mine  to  the  exWnt  that 
I  can  soe  ho  has  sntlon^i  a  disaster;  but  it  has 
not  boon  shown,  thrv>uglioiit  the  whole  debate, 
that  ho  suiTonxl  that  lo<s  in  any  way  at  tho 
hiuuls  of  tlie  Govcrnmoiit.  except  in  so  far  as 
the  Govormnont  were  Cvunpollid  to  protect  the 
lives  of  the  jHx^ple  empU\viil  in  llie  mine  ;  and 
the  lives  of  the  jxx-»ple  are  ten  thousand  times 
more  imix^rtani  to  me»  as  an  individual  mem- 
ber of  tho  House--aiid,  I  bolio\o,  to  tho  House 
as  a  whole— than  tho  whole  fortune  of  the  iiidi- 
vidual  owner  of  tho  mine.  Many  of  us  have  to 
sillier  disaswrs — thoy  come  to  all  men  :  but  is 
tiiis  House  lo  lay  down  a  rule  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  saontice  the  lives  of  workix^opio 
to  the  ii;:oresis  of  mi  no- owners  ?  or  are  wc 
to  Si\y  that  tliis  House  is  to  proviJe  fur.ds  to 
repay  tue  ov%uor  of  a  mine  for  damage  done 
in  cons<"\iuence  of  his  own  carelessness  ai:d 
misnianaiiomont  of  the  mine,  wnieh  iinperiikd 
tho  lives  of  lus  workjxx-'plo  ?  ]Sotwitl.>ran.iing 
tho  o\v'Ot\l'.ngly  able  arjiumonts  of  mo  hoi.v^ur- 
abio  mo'.ulvr  for  Avon,  ar.d  the  sp^vch  of  the 
honouiaole  inomlvr  fv^r  Hangitikei — \o  whose 
Mowson  aea.'^e  of  this  kind  I  at:aeh  the  creates; 
iin ivruu'. 00  - 1  Ivl.eve  th.u  the  honoun\:^;c 
nunuvr  forGon\^iir.e  ar.vl  tho  prestnt  >hu:>:tr 
of  I. a  lids  h,'vw  lovl  the  House  ar-ght  in  ;hi> 
matter,  and  that  we  shouUl  be  doui^  wron^  to 
a*.Hvpi  the  ino:u>n, 

Mr,   GAKK UK,— Although    I   have   no  ac- 


qoaintance  with  the  facts  of  tbis  cue,  I U 
that  the  honourable  member  for  PortChslnei  | 
made  out  a  reasonably  strong  case,  andl^  | 
Mr.  Rich  is  entitLed  to  the  sympathj  of  tiiii  i 
House.  As  I  understand  the  matter,  it  ii  : 
simply  this :  that,  beyond  donbt,  a  veiy  gm  I 
catastrophe  happened,  resulting  in  ooDsidsaUi 
loss  to  Mr.  Bich,  after  he  had  inconed  a «» 
large  outlay  in  advancing  an  nndertakiogviiia 
is  one  of  the  most  important  that  eoiold  h 
carried  out  in  ooimection  with  the  genenl  wet 
fare  of  the  colony.  It  seems  to  me  that  di 
whole  thing  lies  in  a  nutshell— whether  otial 
this  mine  was  closed  by  an  error  of  the  Gofeo: 
ment;  and  it  seems  to  me  deady  that  it  i«. 
The  strongest  thing  that  has  been  said  «k^ 
this  has  been  said  by  the  honourable  memberit 
Geraldine.  It  does  not  appear  to  me,  hoiieni, 
that  he  made  out  any  case  to  diaentiik  Kl 
Rich  to  have  the  reoomsiendation  of  the  senol 
Committees  given  effect  to.  It  appeszs  p 
feetly  clear,  after  listening  to  the  explaiaiia 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Avod,  uid  totte 
still  more  important  explanation  of  thehoBCO- 
able  member  for  Waikouaiti,  that,  howem 
desirable  it  was  to  err  on  the  side  of  hoiaamt;. 
and  to  close  the  mine  when  there  'tras  Uie  leait 
probability  of  risk  to  life,  still  the  cloafign* 
a  blunder.  The  ordy  thing  that  appeuJ  to 
the  contrary  is  the  very  lame  excnse  of  di 
Minister  of  Lands,  who  puts  me  in  mio^  ^ 
the  young  lady  who,  when  she  said  "No," 
meant  "  Yes."  That  is  how  I  interpreted  \k 
observations :  he  would  like  to  take  a  cateB 
course  if  he  could,  but  he  did  not  ksof 
how  he  could ;  and  he  vised  a  doaUe  c£g»&» 
meaning  an  affirmative.  He  would  1& 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  ft 
be  carried  out,  but  he  had  made  a  sor.  a 
analysis  of  a  teacupful  of  the  water sat9 
from'  the  mine,  and  he  found  that  it  tuta 
salty.  He  did  not  know  where  it  came  frcor 
whether  it  really  was  salt  water,— but  ke, « 
this  evidence,  wotild  justify  closing  the  mi* 
as  to  which  the  utmost  that  can  be  said  >i 
that  this  mine  was  closed  by  a  vexy  po* 
worthy  blunder,  but,  undoubtedly,  a  Wum«* 
the  part  of  an  inexperienced  gentlemaB,«tt 
either  did  not  know  or  did  not  take  the  tnwi 
to  ascertain  what  the  real  facts  of  ^^.^ 
were.  The  wrongs  of  Mr.  Rich  were  submitw 
to  two  Committees,  who  made  two  rec* 
mendations,  one  of  which  the  Govemmeat  gM« 
effect  to  by  granting  an  extension  of  the  jaj 
Tlie  other  recoounendation  was  that  be  s»v 
be  assisted  to  put  this  important  industira 
the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  befoR  v 
blunder  of  this  officer*  by  receiving  a  sBfl* 
money  proportionate  to  what  was  ^^P*^ 
by  the  owner  in  opening  out  the  mine.  13| 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  ^'P**^^?! 
viovemmentwere  not  to  be  trusted,  and  l^ 
'  ti:e  recommendation  of  the  CJommittee  ^ 
cot  be  carried  out.  I  do  not  think  theBfl* 
'  will  adopt  the  Yftry  peculiar  sentimen«» 
■  pressed  by  the  honourable  gentlemaaw 
i  speech  was  full  of  TBiy  staong  •^**S 
I  but  I  think  his  axgumenfeB  were  i^^^^ 
j  >ive.     I  think  aoj  one  would  be  leaftWr 
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justified  in  believing  that,  where  effect  was 
gfren  to  one  portion  of  the  recommendation, 
the  other  recommendation  as  to  pecmiiary  as- 
sistance would  also  be  carried  out,  especially 
in  view  of  the  very  great  encouragement  pro- 
perly given  by  the  Qovemment  to  everything 
in  the  shape  of  local  industry.  It  must 
undoubtedly  be  admitted  that  assistance  has 
been  given  and  promised  on  all  occasions  to 
foster  and  advance  enterprises  such  as  this. 
No  doubt  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon 
hit  out  right  and  left,  but  I  fear  that  his  dinner 
must  have  disagreed  with  him.  He  evidently 
was  suffering  from  indigestion,  and  immediately 
vacated  his  seat.  No  doubt  it  is  exceedingly 
praiseworthy  of  the  Government  to  endeavour 
to  sustain  the  action  of  their  officer ;  but  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  he  was  wrong,  and  I  really 
think  that  Mr.  Rich  has  a  very  strong  claim 
on  the  consideration  of  this  House,  and  to  have 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  given 
effect  to. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — I  wish  to  say  that 
I  never  said  anything  of  the  kind  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  just  attributed 
to  me.  He  has  altogether  misrepresented 
what  I  said — quite  unconsciously,  no  doubt. 
What  I  said  was,  that  a  man  was  a  fool 
who  spent  a  large  amount  of  money  on  the 
strength  of  the  report  of  a  Select  Committee 
until  it  had  been  considered  by  this  House ; 
and  I  believe  that  every  member  who  takes  a 
proper  constitutional  view  of  the  matter  will 
agree  with  that. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  have  not  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  all  that  has  been  said ;  but  per- 
haps the  House  will  permit  me,  as  having  been 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  that  brought  up 
the  report  on  which  this  motion  is  made,  to  say 
a  few  words,  simply  as  to  a  statement  of  fact,  in 
reply  to  the  allegation  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans  that  the  action  of  the  officer, 
Mr.  Binns,  was  not  supported  by  the  depart- 
ment. I  venture  to  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  have  read  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  or  he  would  not 
have  made  that  statement.  The  taking  of 
evidence  by  the  Committee  extended  from  the 
18th  September  to  the  25th  October,  and  the 
action  taken  by  Mr.  Binns  was  ^proved  by 
Mr.  Gordon,  I  think,  and  by  Dr.  Hector.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  so  far  justified  that  the  Com- 
mittee took  up  the  view,  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  report,  that  the  action  of  the  Inspector 
of  Mines  was  warranted.  Now  with  regard  to 
the  other  question,  which  has  been  made  a 
good  deal  of,  as  to  the  Government  not  having 
carried  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that 
the  present  Minister  of  Mines  was  not  on  the 
Committee,  but  the  Premier  was,  and  carefully 
attended  it.  When  the  Committee  came  to  its 
decision  npon  the  last  clause,  that  a  sum  of 
£5,000  should  be  granted,  a  division  was  taken, 
and  there  was  simply  a  majority  of  one  in 
favour  of  the  recommendation.  The  Premier 
asked  me,  as  Chairman,  whether  I  would  not 
give  a  d^iberative  vote  as  well  as  a  casting- 
vote.    I  told  him  I  had  no  power  to  do  that. 


and  then  he  asked  me  if  I  would  express  my 
opinion,  and  I  expressed  my  opinion  against 
the  recommendation  that  the  £5,000  should  be 
granted.  Therefore,  as  honourable  members 
will  see,  the  Committee  was  exactly  divided 
with  regard  to  this  £5,000.  The  Premier  was 
perfectly  frank  and  open,  for  he  at  once  said 
that  he  certainly  would  not  carry  out  that 
recommendation  of  the  Conmiittee.  I  thought 
it  was  right  to  put  that  circumstance  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— As  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  that  brought  up  the  second  re- 
port, I  should  like  to  say  that  I  intend  to 
vote  against  the  amendment.  I  have  been, 
carefully  over  the  papers,  and  I  have  come  to  a 
conclusion  very  much  the  same  as  that  just 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn, 
that  Mr.  Bich  acted  rashly  and  carelessly  in 
going  to  great  expense  depending  simply  upon 
the  reconmiendations  that  had  been  made  by 
the  Committee.  There  was  no  evidence  to- 
show  that  Mr.  Bich  had  ever  obtained  any  as- 
surance from  the  Government  that  they  would 
put  the  amount  upon  the  estimates  and  ask 
the  House  to  vote  it ;  but  Mr.  Bich  accepted 
the  extension  of  lease  without  making  any 
reference  to  this  money  grant,  and  as  soon  as 
the  extension  was  granted  he  applied  for  the 
money.  I  think  he  acted  rashly  in  that,  more 
especially  when,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Taieri  has  explained,  the  recommendation 
was  made  on  a  very  narrow  majority  in  the 
Committee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *^  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  24. 
Allwright  Kerr  Sutter 

Atkinson  Lake  Taylor 

Ballance  Larnach  Thomson,  J.  W.. 

Barron  McMillan  Vogel 

Beetham  Newman  Wakefield. 

Bevan  Beese  Tellers. 

Hakuene  Bichardson,  E.  0*Callaghan 

Hatch  Samuel  Bolleston. 

Joyce 

Noes,  34. 


Bruce                 Hislop 

Bussell 

Buchanan          Ivess 

Smith 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Locke 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Buckland,  W.F.  Mackenzie 

,  M.  Stewart,  W.  D 

Cadman             McKenzie, 

J.     Thompson,  T. 

Dargaville          Menteath 

Tumbull 

Duncan              Ormond 

Walker 

Eraser                Parata 

Whyte. 

Gore                  Peacock 

Grace                 Pearson 

Tellers, 

Hamlin              Beid 

Garrick 

Harper               Boss 

Macandrew.. 

Paibs 

For, 

Against, 

Fergus 
Fitzherbert 

Stout 
ConoUy 

Hobbs 

Trimble 

Holmes 

Dodson 

Lance 

Wilson 

Macarthur 

Tole 
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MitcfaeUon  Moat 

Pyke  Fulton 

Seddon.  BichardBon,  O.  F. 

Majority  a^ainBt,  10. 

Words  struok  out. 

On  the  question,  That  the  words  of  Mr. 
Macandrew's  amendment  he  inserted, 

Mr.  LAKE  said,~I  think  there  ought  to  he 
flome  information  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
claim. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — Three  thousand 
pounds. 

Mr.  LAKE.— On  what  is  that  hascd? 

Ut,  MACANDUEW.— On  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  34. 


Bruce 

Hislop 

Robs 

Buchanan 

Ivess 

Russell 

Buckland.W.F.  Locke 

Smith 

Cadinan 

Macandrew 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Dargaville 

Mackenzie, 

M.  Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

McKcnzic, 

J.     TurnbuU 

Fraser 

Mentcath 

Walker 

Garrick 

Ormond 

Whyte. 

Oore 

Parata 

Grace 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Pearson 

BuckIand,J.C. 

Harper 

Reid 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

KoES,  26. 

Allwright 

Kerr 

Samuel 

Atkinson 

Larnach 

Sutter 

Ballanco 

McMillan 

Taylor 

Bcetham 

^loutgomery      Tliomson,  J.W 

Bevan 

Newman 

Vocel 

■Cowan 

O'Callaghan       Wakefield. 

Hakuene 

Reese 

TellerB. 

Hatch 

Richardson,  E.  Barron 

Joyce 

RoUeston 
Paibs. 

Lake. 

Far. 

Against. 

Conolly 

Fitzherbort 

Dodson 

Holmes 

Fulton 

Pyke 

Moat 

Mitchelson 

Richardson,  G.  F. 

Seddon 

Stout 

Fergus 

Tole 

Macarthur 

Trimble 

Hobbs 

Wilson. 

^lajority  for,  8. 
Amendment  carried. 
Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

SITTING  OF  PARLIAMENT  AT  CHRIST- 
CHURCH. 

On  the  question,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  may 
resolve  itself  into  Committeo  of  Supply, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said, — I  have  an  amendment 
to  move  which  I  believe  commends  itself  to  a 
great  majority  of  this  House.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  dctam  the  House  with  many 
unnecessary  remarks,  and  therefore  I  will 
simply  read  it:  That  the  next  sitting  of  the 
'General    Assembly  be  held  at   Christchurch. 


Being  a  Tery  new  member,  I  have  come  to  Ihi 
conclusion  that  it  is  very  desirable  thai  aam 
honourable  members  should  have  a  cfasxtge  d 
climate,  because  I  believe  it  would  have  a  vay 
beneficial  effect  not  only  on  their  oonslitotiaBi* 
but  on  the  manner  in  which  they  oondnct  thar 
business.  And  there  are  other  ressonii.  Tte 
central  position  of  Chxistohurch  and  the  fadXOf 
for  travel  from  there  would  enable  a  vetj  Isqs 
number  of  members  to  get  home  very  moA 
of  tener  than  they  can  do  at  present.  Bat  xft  is 
not  my  intention  to  detain  the  House,  9Mi  I 
simply  move  my  amendment.  | 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  ta   \ 

SUPPLY. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

Glass  XL — Ministeb  fob  Public  Wobss. 
Working  railways,  £761,000,  agreed  to. 
Government  domains,  £1,800,  agreed  to. 
Public  buildings,  £37,100,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous  services,  £160,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Mikisteb  of  Mdses^ 

Mines  Department.  £'2,268. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  why  there  vrsssa 
increase  of  £50  to  the  salary  of  the  Inspecciz^ 
Engineer. 

Mr.  L.\RNACH  said  this  gentleman  was  a 
ver>'  old  and  most  valuable  officer.  In  fact,  s 
would  be  very  hard,  in  connection  with  the 
particular  duties  he  had  to  perform,  to  leplsce 
him.  He  had  most  arduous  duties  to  puiaim, 
and  his  salary  was  very  small  for  the  serrioes 
he  rendered. 

^Ir.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  whether  he  ze- 
ccived  travelling  allowance. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said  he  received  a  eeitsia 
amount,  but  it  did  not  defray  the  expenses  be 
incurred  at  all  times  in  carrying  out  his  douea 

Mr.  ALLWBIGHT  moved.  That  the  itoi 
*•  Inspecting  Engineer,  £500,"  be  reduced  hr 
£50.  When  thev  were  reducing  working-men*s 
wages  was  not  the  time  for  increasing  salaiies 
like  this. 

^Ir.  BRUCE  asked  what  duties  the  offiecr 
had  to  perform. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said  his  duties  were  muhi- 
farious.  He  had  to  inspect  mines,  nsske 
estimates  for  roads  and  surveys,  draw  up  esti- 
mates and  specifications  for  works  of  vanocs 
kinds,  make  analyses,  and  many  other  du^ea 
Honourable  gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  vay 
valuable  report  which  this  officer  had  made  os 
mining  and  mining  machinery  in  Anstrshs 
about  two  years  ogo. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  could  bear  testimony  to 
the  valuable  services  which  this  officer  lo- 
dcred.  The  reports  laid  on  the  table  this  year 
and  last  year  reflected  the  greatest  credit  on  the 
department  and  on  the  colony,  and  these  wen 
mainly  due  to  this  officer. 

^Ir.  Allwright's  motion  negatived,  and  vote, 
£2,268,  agreed  to. 

Geological  and  Meteorological,  £3,496,  sgreed 
to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £25,050. 

Mr.  SUTTER  called  attention  to  the  item. 
**  Maintenance    and   raising    sluioe.    Knmsa 
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Slodge-channel,  £7,000."  Last:  year  the  Minis- 
ter said  that  this  work  should  he  handed  over 
to  the  County  Council.  A  meeting  was  after- 
wards held  at  Eumara,  and  the  member  for  the 
district  told  the  people  there  that  they  wanted 
more  money  from  the  Government  before  they 
took  the  channel  over,  and  the  meeting  ended 
by  fflmressing  satisfaction  at  still  *^  milking 
the  treasury."  The  Minister,  in  his  Mines 
Statement,  tried  to  make  out  that  this  was  the 
only  industry  in  the  colony  which  was  of  any 
good ;  but  the  fact  was  that  it  was  dwindling 
down  every  day,  and  cost  more  to  the  country 
than  it  returned.  He  moved,  That  the  item  be 
strack  out. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said  it  was  true  that  this 
work  had  been  offered  to  the  County  Coonoil ; 
bat  it  could  not  be  forced  on  that  body,  and 
the  matter  was  still  under  negotiation.  It  was 
only  reasonable  that  the  County  Council  should 
require  that  the  work  should  JBe  completed  be- 
fore agreeing  to  take  it  over.  If  the  Com- 
mittee struck  out  this  item  it  would  mean 
stopping  the  works,  and  that  would  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  district.  The  works  were  already 
paying  a  very  good  percentage  on  the  outlay. 

Mr.  SUTTEB  said  it  was  absurd  to  be  spend- 
ing something  like  dSlO.OOO  every  year  on  this 
work.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  give 
him  an  assurance  that  this  would  be  the  last 
vote  for  the  purpose,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion ;  but,  if  not,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
strike  it  out,  as  it  was  time  miners  were  taught 
to  find  machinery  for  working  their  water. 

Mr.  BOLLBSTON  asked  whether  the  Go- 
-vemment  proposed  to  subsidize  the  second 
channel. 

Mr.  LAKNACH  said  a  sum  had  been  given 
last  year  or  the  year  before  in  connection  with 
the  second  channel.  It  was  not  intended  to 
annually  subsidize  it. 

Mr.  BOLLiESTON  asked  if  there  had  been  a 
lawsuit  against  the  Government  during  the 


Mr.  LABNACH.— No ;  not  recently. 

Mr.  BOLLiESTON  wished  to  know  if  there 
had  not  been  an  action  entered  against  the 
'Govemment  for  depositing  dibris  from  the 
«ludge-channel  in  the  Teremakau. 

Mr.  LABNACH  replied.  No.  Some  claims 
were  set  up,  but  nothing  came  of  them  except- 
ing one  case. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  there  was  a  separate  item 
for  local  museums.  Apparently  the  sum  voted 
last  year  had  not  been  expended,  and  now  an 
extra  sum  was  asked  for.  Would  the  honour- 
able gentleman  be  good  enough  to  say  where 
the  museums  were  for  which  this  vote  was 
.granted;  and  also  give  some  explanation  with 
regard  to  the  large  increased  expenditure  in 
connection  with  Professor  Black's  lectures — 
iB4,000,  instead  of  the  £1,700  last  year  ? 

Mr.  PEACOCK,  with  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  mining  centres,  would  say  that 
some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  last  year 
-owing  to  the  fact  that  the  services  of  professors 
izi  Auckland  were  not  obtained  to  lecture  on 
^xnining  at  the  Thames — that  Professor  Black 
ivas  sent  up  from  Duncdin  to  do  that  work, 


thus  involving  large  additional  expenditure. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  same  thing 
would  happen  this  year,  or  if  the  professions 
talent  in  Auckland  would  be  made  available  in 
the  districts  near  Auckland. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said,  as  to  the  £560  for 
museums,  that  was  for  specimens  which  had 
arrived  in  the  colony,  and  which  were  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  difierent  mining 
centres  where  there  were  mining  schools.  There 
were  altogether  ten  or  eleven  sets,  and  these 
would  enable  miners  to  obtain  a  good  Imow- 
ledge  of  different  specimens.  As  to  amount, 
members,  on  referring  to  Professor  Black's  re- 
port, would  know  exactly  how  that  money  was 
proposed  to  be  spent.  The  sum  was  smaller 
last  year;  but  the  duties  had  considerably 
increased  since  then,  and  the  assistance  re- 
quired had  also  increased.  It  was  found  that 
the  work  which  had  been  done  was  of  very 
good  service,  and  was  really  worth  keeping 
up.  Many  miners  had  already  learned  to  test 
minerals  for  themselves,  and  some  had  made 
themselves  so  proficient  as  to  be  able  to  teach 
others.  In  reference  to  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Newton  had  said,  he  would  say 
that  the  Government  would  have  been  pre- 
pared last  year  to  accept  the  services  of  a 
professor  in  Auckland,  but  they  had  already 
arranged  with  Dr.  Black  to  undertake  the  work ; 
though  he  believed  Dr.  Black  was  willing  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  those  gentle- 
men, so  that  they  might  do  it,  but  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  terms. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  might  say  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Auckland  University  College  had 
expressed  their  willingness  to  allow  a  professor 
to  undertake  the  work ;  but  some  misunder- 
standing arose,  and  therefore  he  had  asked  the 
question  respecting  what  the  Minister  proposed 
this  year.  He  thought  that  the  professor  in 
Auckland,  being  available,  should  do  the  work, 
and  that  it  was  a  waste  of  money  to  send  one 
from  Dunedin. 

Sir  MAUBICE  O'BOBKE  desired  to  corro- 
borate what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Newton.  Professors  in  Auckland 
had  arrived  recently  from  Home  who  un- 
doubtedly possessed  the  highest  qualifications, 
and  the  Council  of  the  University  College 
had  arranged  that  they  should  go  to  the 
Thames  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  mining 
school.  Application  was  then  made  to  the 
Minister  of  l^lines,  seeing  there  was  a  sum  on 
the  estimates,  for  a  contribution  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  the  reply  was  that  the  whole  vote 
had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Professor 
Black.  He  (Sir  Maurice  O'Borke)  was  in 
favour  of  the  establishment  of  such  lectures 
at  mining  centres;  but  he  thought  that  the 
sum  of  £4,000  ought  not  to  be  wholly  spent 
as  a  contribution  to  the  salary  of  a  profes- 
sor of  the  Otago  University,  to  the  exclusion 
of  professors  of  other  university  colleges. 
The  Otago  University  possessed  a  revenue  of 
£10,000  a  year ;  yet  this  £4,000  was  to  be  given 
to  it — with  the  exception  that  a  professor  in 
Canterbury  College  was  also  to  be  employed. 
If  the  lectures  were  worth  £4,000  a  year,  he 
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thought  it  would  be  lair,  in  the  interest  of 
mining  and  in  the  interest  of  science,  that  a 
couple  of  gentlemen  should  be  stationed  per- 
manently— one  at  the  West  Coast  and  one  at 
the  Thames— to  lecture  on  mining,  in  which 
he  included  not  only  chemistry,  but  geology. 
':*hey  could  be  got  for  £700  a  year  each,  and, 
allowing  £300  a  year  for  expenses,  mining  lec- 
tures would  be  given  at  the  Thames  and  at  the 
West  Coast  for  half  the  money,  while  the  lec- 
turers would  be  able  to  give  the  benefits  of 
their  services  throughout  the  whole  year.  He 
could  not  say  himself  what  the  amount  of  bene- 
fit was  that  WAS  conferred  on  mining  by  these 
lectures,  but  he  thought  that,  if  tho  system  of 
establishing  mining  lectures  was  advisable,  it 
would  be  better  to  locate  a  couple  of  gentle- 
men in  the  manner  he  had  mentioned  than  to 
put  the  work  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
fessor Black.  The  members  from  the  West 
Coast  would  bo  able  to  say  how  far  they  got 
valuo  for  the  money  spent  under  the  present 
arrangement. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  the  Otago  University 
Council  derived  not  one  penny  of  benefit 
from  the  vote  for  this  purpose.  The  professors 
were  paid,  the  Council  thought,  adequately 
for  the  sc'r\ices  they  rendered,  and  during 
recess  they  were  at  liberty  to  employ  them- 
sehes  in  any  manner  they  thought  desirable. 
He  quite  agreed  that  it  was  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  tho  Auckland  professors  would  sub- 
ordmatc  themselves  to  Dr.  Black,  and  thought 
that  the  services  of  professors  residing  near  the 
nulling  centres  should  bo  utilized  for    those 

CCIlt^e^. 

Mr.  SCTTER  said  that,  following  up  the 
question  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ge- 
raldine,  to  which  the  answer  had  been  in  the 
negative,  he  would  like  to  know  if  an  action 
wa>  not  brought  on  the  13th  October,  1885,  by 
(iustave  Steele  and  others,  before  the  Warden's 
Court  at  Kuniara,  and  if  damages  were  not 
given  amounting  to  £275  3s. 

Mr.  LARN.\CH  said  he  remembered  that 
there  had  been  such  an  action  in  the  Warden's 
C'ourt ;  but  it  was  settled.  There  was  no  action 
^vn^llng. 

Mr.  bi:DDON  said  that  the  action  referred 
to  had  arisen  out  of  the  laxity  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines,  the  honourable  member  for 
(uruldine.  He  had  refused  to  construct  a 
channel  past  a  piece  of  land,  and  the  result 
was  that  d*'hris  had  been  deposited,  and  the 
gri>und  had  been  completely  covered  up.  The 
matter  was  brought  before  the  Warden's  Court 
after  the  pirtus  ha<.l  offered  to  submit  to  arbi- 
tration. The  injury  had  been  done  to  private 
owners;  the  Crown  had  no  right  to  do  what  it 
hati  done,  and,  very  properly,  damages  had 
been  given.  With  regard  to  the  sludge-ciiannel, 
he  was  propareil  to  say  that  no  work  in  the 
hands  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time  would 
bo  so  profitable  as  this  charmel,  taking  into 
connection  with  it  the  Kumara  Race.  These 
works,  within  three  or  four  years,  would  recoup 
tho  Ciovcmmcnt  every  penny  of  capital  and 
give  10  per  cent,  on  tho  outlay.  He  held  m  his 
hand  a  return  for  the  Kumara  Race,  mcluding 
6'<r  Mauriu  O'Rorkc 


the  sludge-channel.  Taking  the  nee,  tiie  n- 
oeipts  were  £12,133,  and  the  ontibky  BJSk 
Then,  taking  the  sludge-channel,  the  levoa 
was  £2,366,  and  the  outlay  £6,275.  There  m 
also  a  credit  balance  due  of  £2«6S3.  Ad^ 
the  two  together,  and  dedncting  the  loss  fm 
the  sludge-channel,  they  would  find  that  ^ 
profits  arising  from  the  total  amount  of  csptd 
expended  on  both  really  gave  12|  per  cent 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Why  does  not  the  Gobb^ 
Council  take  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  offered  to  do  it, 
but  the  Government  insisted  on  conneetifif  ti» 
Waimea  Water- race  with  the  Kumars  Rue. 
There  were  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  men  kept 
fully  employed  at  fair  wages  at  the  proest 
time.  If  this  channel  and  race  were  dsat 
away  with,  these  men  would  probably  be  libs 
groat  many  more  at  the  present  tame— tbn 
would  be  leaving  for  Kimberley.  He  hit 
hoped  that,  after  hearing  the  figures  he  bii 
quoted  that  evening,  the  honourable  memlMr 
for  Gladstone  would  be  open  to  coavietkB. 
The  men  were  now  working  full  time,  and  ntife 
year  he  believed  the  return  would  be  one  of  3^ 
per  cent.  He  sincerely  hoped  the  Gommitles 
would  not  object  to  the  amount  set  down. 

Mr.  SUTTER  asked  the  Minister  whether  h» 
would  promise  to  the  Committee,  before  t^ 
vote  was  passed,  that  it  should  be  Ute  Isss  far 
the  work,  and  that  he  would  insist  on  the  loeal 
bodv  taking  over  the  thing  altogether. 

Mr.  LARNACH  would  do  notiunff  o!  the 
kind.  He  was  not  going  to  miaesd  t^ 
Committee.  He  had  referred  this  matter  to 
the  local  body,  and  the  Goyemment  wen  is 
negotiation  with  them  now  on  the  subject  & 
hoped  that  before  next  year  they  would  hsn 
entered  into  some  arrangement  aboet  ths 
matter.  If  no  arrangement  was  come  to,  1» 
apprehended  that  this  vote,  or  something  sm^ 
lar,  would  have  to  appear  again  on  the  esti- 
mates from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  last  year  there  «* 
a  profit  on  the  works  of  £6,000,  on  a  total  ei-   | 
pendituro  of  £37,000.    The  menwere  williD|to   ! 
relieve  the  Government  of  loss  if  a  boniu  flf  : 
£5,000  were  given.    Why  did  not  the  Goyen- 
ment  put  these  works  in  the  market,  ettbsr 
to  sell  or  to  lease  ?— and  it  would  get  a  oobh 
pany  to  take  them  over  for  the  money.  Hu 
they  any  railways  that  would  do  that?    Tbess 
works  were  keeping  the  district  going.   It  bad 
occurred  to   him    that  honourable  membas  ■■ 
were  under  the  impression  that  this  £7,000 «tf  ; 
a  new  expenditure,  to  be  added  to  the  capitil 
account ;  instead  of  which,  it  was  for  main* 
tenance  only.    There  was  not  a  penny  ca  tla 
estimates  to  go  to  the    capital    account  an 
account  of  the  Kumara  Sludge-channel  i^  ; 
year. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  did  not  altogether  mrftf- ; 
stand  the  figures  quoted  by  the  honooza^-; 
member  for  Kumara.  If  he  understood  ^  ; 
honourable  member  rightly,  he  said  that  ttt  I 
channel  and  the  water-race  were  giving  a  yof ! 
large  percentage — something  like  33  per  oe&t.  i 
If  that  was  the  case,  how  was  it  possible  that  I 
if  the  works  were  pat  up  to  auction  to-mooovt ' 
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f  wonld  only  fetch  what  they  had  cost  the 
oy— about  £37,000  ? 

Cr.   SEDDON.— I  did  not  say  they  would 
h  only  that ;  but  they  would  fetch  that. 
Cr.  MACARTHUR  said,  with  reference  to 
question  about  the  railways,  the  cases  were 
analogous. 

[r.  SEDDON  said,  if  a  company  got  the 
imel  and  water-races  they  would  injure  the 
my  by  increasing  the  fees  and  charges,  and 
roold  pay  them  to  give  more  than  £87,000; 
i  if  the  works  were  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
ipany  the  Government  would  have  to  sell 
ti  restrictions,  so  as  not  to  allow  the  com- 
y  to  increase  the  charges. 
k>lonel  FRASER  thought  the  Committee 
nmderstood  the  matter.  The  water-race 
(  the  only  thing  from  which  any  profit  was 
ived.  If  another  system  of  accounts  were 
ipted  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  coming 
the  Committee  to  ask  for  these  votes,  be- 
ise  it  could  be  taken  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
^r-race.  The  reason  of  the  difficulty  with 
I  County  Council  was  that  there  was  another 
ter-race,  which  had  been  a  losing  concern, 
1  the  Government  wished  them  to  take  that 
tr  as  well  as  the  sludge-channel.  If  they 
nted  to  throw  away  a  net  profit  of  £6,000 
'  annum,  the  Committee  would  reject  the 
n,  but  if  they  wanted  to  retain  it  to  the 
isolidated  fund  they  would  pass  it. 
tfr.  SUTTER  said  this  was  a  very  pretty 
rr;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
^ng  about  it. 

Colonel  FRASER. — I  will  give  you  a  cheque 
£10,000  for  it  now. 

tfr.  SUTTER  said  the  very  fact  of  thp 
onty  Council  refusing  to  take  the  works  over 
»wed  the  value  of  this  story.  He  wished 
witlidraw  his  amendment,  and  substitute 
,000  for  the  £7,000. 
[jeave  refused. 

tfr.  SEDDON  said  if  there  was  any  member 
the  House  who  knew  nothing  about  this 
itter  it  was  the  honourable  member  for 
idstone.  That  honourable  gentleman  was 
xemely  fond  of  sludge-channels :  being  now 
to  his  neck  in  the  mud,  there  he  would 
▼e  him.  The  Westland  County  Council 
1  not  refused  to  take  over  the  Kumara 
Iter -race  and  Sludge  -  channel.  As  the 
Ulster  of  Mines  had  stated,  negotiations 
pe  still  going  on.  The  County  Council 
that  they  would  get  a  good  bargain  if 
got  this  water-race  without  the  draw- 
of  the  Waimea  Water-race,  which  was 
[>  way  connected  with  it.  The  affairs  of 
two  races  should  be  kept  quite  sepa- 
To  take  off  £2,000  would  mean  taking 
he  maintenance,  and  would  prevent  the 
being  worked. 

.  BEETHAM  said  the  Minister  had  stated 
assistance  to  establish  museums  in  ten 
res  of  the  colony  would  be  given,  and  he 
id  point  out  that  it  would  be  a  great 
Atage  to  other  districts  than  mining  dis- 
»  to  have  museums.  One  had  been  esta- 
led  at  Masterton.     Would    the    Minister 
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assist  the  local  efforts  there  to  obtain  speci- 
mens? 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  had  not  tbe  digbteat 
objection  to  offering  the  same  facilities  bo  such 
districts  as  the  honourable  gentleman  repre- 
sented as  were  granted  to  mining  centres. 

Mr.  LAKE  asked  whether  tho  Waimt^a  and 
Kumara  water-races  were  not  practically  the 
same. 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  there  was  no 
connection  whatever  between  the  two  races. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  whether  there  wa^  BufE- 
cient  water  in  the  Kumara  Race  for  thepurpoi^e 
required  without  the  extra  supply  which  was 
received  from  the  overflow  from  the  Waimea 
Race. 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  there  was  sulli- 
cient  water. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  SUTTER  moved.  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £2,000. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  moved  the  reduction  by 
£2,000  of  the  item,  "  To  defray  cost  of  Jectutos 
by  Professor  Black  and  others  in  the  principal 
mining  centres  throughout  the  colony,  and 
for  schools  of  mines,  contribution  of  £1  for 
£1,  £4,000."  He  thought  the  amount  was 
too  large,  in  consequence  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  for  travelling  allowances.  He  found 
that  there  was  no  less  a  sum  than  £1,4^  paid 
for  travelling  and  hotel  allowances,  while  the 
salaries  were  £1,690.  Professor  Black  received 
£450  for  salary  and  £300  for  travelling  ex- 
penses. There  was  another  item  of  £160  for 
travelling  expenses  for  Mr.  Montgomery.  These 
were  for  six  months.  The  whole  system  on 
which  tlie  Minister  was  proceeding  was  wrong. 
There  were  gentlemen  of  amplo  ability  and 
talent  to  be  found  in  Auckland  to  do  the  work 
at  the  Thames  at  a  much  less  i^uin  for  salary, 
and  scarcely  anything  for  travelling  expenses. 
Then,  there  was  a  subsidy  of  6a.  for  480  copien 
of  Black's  Chemistry,  to  enable  them  to  be  sold 
at  half-price — £120.  He  thought  this  item 
could  well  be  reduced  by  £2,000. 

Colonel  FRASER  regretted  exceedingly  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Newton  should  SLt 
up  the  College  of  Auckland  against  the  Col- 
lege  of  Otago.  Some  time  af;o  it  was  found 
necessary  that  somebody  should  give  the  miner b» 
some  practical  instruction  in  the  chemistry  of 
mining,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  with 
Professor  Black,  who  had  proved  himself  oiio 
of  the  best  of  the  order  that  he  had  ever  soen 
or  read  of.  Professor  Black 'h  visit  to  the 
Thames  had  created  jealousy  among  tho  ^«raii* 
in  Auckland,  the  ground  of  their  jealousy  being 
that  a  man  had  been  imported  from  Dunedin  ; 
but  it  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  when  the 
Auckland  gentlemen  came  to  the  Thames  in 
connection  with  other  business  they  did  not 
possess  sufficient  enthusiasm  to  viait  the  mines  ; 
and,  though  they  might  be  most  estimabla 
gentlemen,  they  did  not  posse^ss  that  pracL 
capacity  which  Professor  Black  had.  Hia^j 
grudge  against  Dunedin  was  that  Dr. 
was  not  a  resident  in  the  northern  f 
the  colony.     He  aroused  such  euthuaf 
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all  the  various  mining  centres  that  the  resalts 
of  his  visit  were  of  a  lasting  character,  and 
£!jOO  had  been  subscribed  locally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carr}'ing  on  a  school  of  mines.  Mr. 
Montgomcr>',  who  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Black's, 
and  was  following  in  that  gentleman's  footsteps, 
was  at  present  resident  at  the  Thames ;  and 
he  (Colonel  Frascr)  hoped  that  ho  would  re- 
main there,  because  his  services  would  be  of 
immense  value.  This  jealousy  between  the 
colleges  was  greatly  to  be  regretted. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  point  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Manukau  was  this  : 
that  if  80  much  expense  was  incurred  it  would 
be  much  better  to  have  some  one  who  would 
give  his  whole  time  to  the  work  of  the  Mines 
Department,  instead  of  adding  to  the  already 
large  salaries  given  to  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  work  of  general  education.  Some  of 
these  professors  were  getting  £700  or  £800  a 
year,  and  they  might  very  well  be  called  upon  to 
give  all  their  time  for  tiiat  money.  It  seemed 
reasonable  that  if  competent  persons  were 
resident  in  the  localities  they  should  be  em- 
ployed to  do  this  work,  instead  of  so  much 
being  spent  in  travelling  expenses. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BHADSHAW  said  that 
he  took  exception  to  the  vote  last  year,  when 
it  was  only  £1,750,  because  he  could  not  see 
that  any  good  could  come  of  the  expenditure ; 
and  he  was  more  pronounced  in  his  opposition 
now,  when  it  was  increased  to  £4,000.  Chemis- 
trj'  could  not  be  tauglit  in  this  way,  and,  so  far 
as  lie  could  see,  the  only  result  of  Professor 
Black's  lectures  was  that  ho  burned  blue  lights, 
■cauiiod  exj)k'sions,  and  created  stinks. 

Mr.  SKDDON  replied  that  the  practical  re- 
sults of  Professor  Black's  work  were  appreciated 
by  all  wiio  had  a  knowledge  of  the  goldtielda. 
He  possessed  the  practical  faculty  of  imparting 
knowledge  to  others  ;  and  the  proof  of  that  was 
to  be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  young 
men  who  had  been  pupils  of  his  could  now 
lecture  on  these  sciences,  and  could  hold  an 
audience  spellbound  for  hours  while  giving  in- 
formation on  these  subjects.  Professor  Black 
was  not  content  with  talking  in  technical  terms, 
but  he  took  men  up  the  leads,  and  taught  them 
in  the  most  practical  way  lessons  that  were  of 
the  utmost  value  in  their  every-day  work.  So 
far  as  tlic  cost  was  concerned,  if  Professor  Black 
was  the  right  man — and  those  who  knew  any- 
thing on  the  subject  must  be  aware  that  he 
was — it  did  not  matter  if  the  cost  was  £2,000  a 
year.  The  money  was  well  spent,  and  the 
value  obtained  for  it  undoubted  by  those  who 
"were  able  to  appreciate  it. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that,  assuming  that 
Pxi^fessor  Black  was  all  that  he  was  represented 
to  be — which  he  did  not  dispute,  for  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  gentleman — the  question  still 
was,  whether  they  were  not  paying  too  much. 
The  cost  increased  from  £1,700  in  the  first  year 
to  £4,000  in  the  second  year.  Where  was  it  to 
end  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  bo  better 
to  employ  the  persons  residing  in  the  various 
localities  than  to  spend  so  much  in  travelling 
expenses.  He  could  not  be  accused  of  having 
Any  local  jealousy,  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
Coloiicl  Frascr 


pity  that  Professor  Black's  name  had 
mentioned. 

Mr.  LAKE  said  it  was  perfect  noniemse  H 
pay  £4,000  for  services  of  such  doubtful  Tilm. 
For  half  that  amount  four  men  could  be  g^j 
and  kept  lecturing  all  the  year  round  in 
different  mining  centres. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  6aid,alfcb0c^ 
represented  a  mining  constituencv,  ai^ 
anxious  to  do  anything  to  promote  the  indo&i 
he  thought  this  vote  a  very  doubtful  one. 
fessor  Black  was  a  personal  friend  of  his  vnsl 
and  he  had  seen  him  at  work  and  had  sees  « 
enthusiasm  which  followed  his  lectures:  li^ 
the  effect  was  entirely  evanescent,  and  pezisa'^ 
nent  results  were  by  no  means  likely  Ic  it' 
produced.  The  same  thing  had  been  tzkd  at: 
Victoria,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  spent  aal 
it  resulted  in  no  permanent  benefit  wh&leriL  ^ 
There  was  really  no  way  of  popularizing  sckaoa.' 
Professor  Black  was  a  very  able  man,  and  vsi 
enthusiastic  ;  but,  speaking  generally,  sci£jMK| 
to  be  of  any  benefit  could  not  be  learned  ia: 
that  way  —  it  was  in  the  main  charlataciak 
The  money  would  be  better  spent  in  pro^ec^ 
ing.  If  this  vote  were  passed  the  anasi^ 
should  be  much  reduced,  and  should  be  cqb-^ 
sidered  merely  an  experiment. 

Mr.  FULTON  said,  as  representing  th€(^a^ 
University  Council,  he  coiild  not  but  feci  g»* 
tified  at  the  way  Professor  Black's  services  W 
been  spoken  of  by  the  goldfields  member; 
and  he  only  hoped  the  results  woald  be  ai 
permanent  as  those  honourable  gcntkmes  b^ 
lieved. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  the  hones- 
able  member  for  the  Thames  should  know  ^ 
facts  too  well  to  attribute  jealousy  to  tbeAaei' 
land  professors.  The  Board  of  Governors  d 
the  Thames  Grammar  School — of  which  tJa 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  was  orl^ 
been  chairman — applied  to  the  authoritiw  ia 
Auckland  for  the  services  of  profes,sors  of  geo- 
logy and  chemistry  during  the  collegiate  via- 
tion.  The  professors  were  willing  to  go,  m4 
he,  knowing  that  a  vote  of  £1,750  had  bea 
pas.sed  last  session,  applied  to  the  GoveTnmaii 
for  a  small  portion  of  that  vote  to  defaj  ^' 
penses.  He  had  not  mentioned  any  anK«st» 
but  had  thought  that  probably  £100  wou^  U 
enough.  The  Government  replied  that  s^ 
rangements  had  been  made  to  put  the  «bdi 
vote  at  the  disposal  of  Professor  Black.  "B* 
Thames  people,  learning  this.were  better  plet«4 
to  have  the  services  of  a  gentleman  with  £1,T59 
in  his  pocket  than  those  of  gentlemen  «i* 
would  have  come  for  their  mere  expenses,  li* 
Auckland  authorities  had  no  desire  to  do  aEt- 
thing  except  on  the  wish  of  the  Th&m^  peop4 
Of  course,  if  the  people  in  the  mining  district* 
were  satisfied  with  the  services  of  three- ai» 
four-year  students,  laboratory  attendants.  &^ 
so  forth,  that  was  for  their  consideration.  Bj 
thought,  if  they  had  £4,000  to  use,  it  woul^^ 
better  to  get  with  it  the  whole  of  the  servi^ 
of  three  or  four  men,  rather  than  the  fag-^ 
of  the  labours  of  a  gentleman  who  w&s  M| 
fully  employed  in  a  xmiversity  that  it  *<! 
understood  that  he  and  his  brother  professd* 
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required  six  months*  vacation  to  recruit  from 
their  labours.  He  did  not  think  the  results  to 
be  attained  justified  the  spending  of  £4,000  a 
jear  in  this  way. 

Mz.  BHOWN  had  never  heard  a  vote  dis- 
CQssed  where  the  speaking  was  all  so  much  on 
one  side  or  had  created  so  much  interest.  This 
was  great  testimony  to  the  value  of  Professor 
Black's  services.  Two  years  ago  he  (Mr.  Brown), 
as  President  of  the  Lawrence  Mining  Institute, 
had  invited  Professor  Ulrich  to  visit  Lawrence 
—his  expenses  being  guaranteed  by  the  Insti- 
tute—to  give  instruction  to  the  miners  through 
lectnres  or  classes,  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
mg  of  a  school  of  mines.  That  gentleman  came 
up,  bat  only  labelled  the  specimens  in  the 
Lawrence  Museum.  Professor  Black  willingly 
offered  his  services,  and  his  lectures  and  classes 
were  largely  attended,  and  a  deep  interest  by 
miners  and  others  was  taken  in  the  work ;  and 
this  was  the  origin  of  these  popular  lectures. 
In  his  district  the  lectures  evoked  so  much  en- 
thusiasm that  they  were  followed  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  classes,  and  he  believed  it  had 
been  the  same  in  other  districts.  The  immense 
amount  of  good  the  goldfields  members  had 
ascribed  to  the  lectures  was  the  best  testimony 
as  to  their  value.  Probably  the  whole  of  this 
vote  would  not  be  expended,  but  whatever  was 
spent  would  result  in  an  immense  amount  of 
good. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  vote  was  only  to  sub- 
sidize at  the  rate  of  pound  for  pound ;  and  when 
those  in  the  mining  districts  ceased  to  get  any 
benefit  from  the  lectures  they  would  cease  to 
subscribe  the  amount  to  be  subsidized.     He 
Imew  that  the  miners  agreed  that  the  lectures 
had  done  a  considerable  amount  of  good,  and 
they  had  inculcated  theories  of  study  that  had 
not  been  possessed  before.     He  had  the  tes- 
timony of  some  of  the  best  miners  in    the 
•country  that  they  had  derived  a  considerable 
amount  of  benefit  from  the  lectures,  and  he 
had  also  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the  fact. 
Members  generally  had  no  idea  of  the  warmth 
with  which  the  subject  was  taken  up  in  the 
mining  districts,  and  how   eagerly  study  was 
pursued.    He  agreed  that  the  money  would  be 
better  spent  on  several    competent  lecturers 
always  engaged;  but  half  a  loaf  was  better 
than  no  bread,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  pass  the  vote.     So  long  as  the  resi- 
dents in  the  mining  districts  were  willing  to 
give  a  pound  for  every  pound  that  was  voted  by 
the  House,  surely  the  House,  in  its  generosity, 
should  meet   these  men,  who  had   but  little 
favour  granted    to  them    by  the   country  at 
large. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  whether,  as  the 
vote  was  for  subsidizing  pound  for  pound,  the 
lalary  of  this  gentleman  was  double  what  was 
put  down. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  subsidy  was  for  the 
Mst  of  lecturers  for  the  schools  of  mines  and 
he  buildings.  The  travelling  expenses  for  the 
ectures  appeared  to  bo  rather  high,  because 
ihe  lecturers  had  to  be  always  moving,  and  had 
to  travel  very  long  distances  in  parts  of  the 


country  where  travelling  was  very  expensive. 
Professor  Black  was  continually  travelling 
when  on  the  goldfields,  and  worked  ahnost 
night  and  day.  The  travelling  expenses  might 
appear  high,  but  they  were  unavoidable  under 
the  circumstances.  As  to  what  had  been  said 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Slanukau,  that 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  Auckland  pro- 
fessors had  been  hardly  fair.  The  honourable 
member  was  present  last  session  when  the  vote 
of  £1,750  was  proposed,  discussed,  and  passed, 
and  he  knew  the  object  it  was  for ;  but  neither 
he  nor  the  Auckland  professors  applied  or  made 
any  sign  then.  They  made  no  sign  of  being 
prepared  to  take  part  in  the  lecturing,  and 
would  never  have  made  any  sign  had  not  Pro- 
fessor Black  appeared  in  Auckland  with  his 
staff.  The  reason  it  had  been  necessary  for 
this  gentleman  to  travel  about  so  much  was 
that  the  system  was  new ;  and  they  could  not 
get  ofi&cers  to  act  imtil  he  had  trained  more 
students  to  follow  in  his  track.  He  would  be 
glad  if  the  Auckland  professors  were  prepared 
to  take  up  the  work,  to  relieve  Professor  Black 
of  work  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  strike  out  the  vote,  as  it 
was  a  very  valuable  object ;  and  it  must  be  re- 
membered that,  as  a  large  part  of  the  financial 
year  had  expired,  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
had  been  expended. 

Mr.  BEVAN  said  it  was  impossible  to  over- 
estimate the  importance  of  this  vote.  From 
a  want  of  that  knowledge  which  Professor 
Black  imparted  the  miners  had  sufiered  great 
losses  in  the  past.  I^ow  schools  had  been  esta- 
blished in  many  places,  and  great  interest  was 
excited  among  the  miners,  and  they  began  to 
be  able  to  distinguish  the  different  metals  for 
themselves.  Through  this  means,  besides  gold, 
tin,  copper,  and  nickel  had  been  discovered  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  if 
this  system  were  continued  it  would  be  found 
ere  long  that  New  Zealand  was  another 
Nevada. 

Mr.  LAKE  said  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
while  they  were  employing  Professor  Black  in 
improving  the  miners,  he  could  not  attend  to 
his  duties  in  connection  with  the  University  of 
Otago,  and  the  authorities  there  might  find  it 
necessary  to  replace  him.  The  reason  given 
by  the  ^linister  of  Mines  for  the  travelling 
expenses  being  so  high  showed  that  there  ought 
to  be  local  lecturers. 

Mr.  ROSS  held  that,  though  it  was  right  to 
employ  Professor  Black  in  lecturing  occasion- 
ally while  the  system  was  being  initiated,  it 
was  not  fair  to  the  University  to  which  he  was 
attached  to  toko  him  away  constantly. 

Mr.  C ADRIAN  had  voted  for  this  item  rather 
reluctantly  last  year,  because  he  had  no  idea 
of  these  lectures  being  so  beneficial,  but,  hav- 
ing seen  tlie  enthusiasm  with  which  Professor 
Black  was  received  by  the  miners,  he  had 
changed  his  opmion.  Ho  regretted  the  tenor 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  members  for 
Newton  and  Manukau,  as  they  showed  jealousy 
of  Professor  Black,  and  he  warned  those  at  the 
head  of  the  institution  in  Auckland  that  if  pre- 
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lesson  came  from  Aiickl«nd  to  the  Thamat  or 
CoroQULndcl  to  lecture  thej  mmt  not  oome  in 
dress- suits  and  tall  hate,  and  step  back  on  to 
the  steamer  as  soon  as  their  lecture  was  de- 
livered, but  must  Htaj  there  a  we^  or  two  and 
go  about  among  the  miners,  letting  it  he  felt 
that  they  were  there  for  the  benefit  of  these 
people,  and  not  for  their  own  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage solely. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that  a  less 
sum  than  this  would  provide  ten  resident 
lecturers,  who  could  educate  the  whole  of  the 
mining  community.  Professor  Black  could 
not  get  to  the  smaller  centres. 

Mr.  BUOWN  said  that  Professor  Black  had 
gone  to  every  place  to  which  he  had  been  asked 
to  go,  and  the  greatest  interest  was  taken  in 
his  lectures.  There  seemed  to  be  some  jealousy 
amongst  other  professors  because  Professor 
Black  had  so  popularized  his  lectures.  This 
vote  was  not  only  for  lectures,  but  also  for  the 
cstabliHhment  of  schools  of  mines ;  and  all  the 
localities  in  his  district  were  ready  to  oon- 
tribiito  half  to  establish  these  schools. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  there  were  other 
intcroHts  in  the  colony  deserving  of  considera- 
tion, and  would  suggost  that  lecturers  might 
bo  appointed  to  enlighten  those  who  followed 
agrirulturiil  and  pastoral  pursuits. 

Mr.  lAK'KK  was  of  opinion  that  £4,000  was 
a  vory  largo  sum  for  the  purpose  proposed,  and 
thai  a  nmnbor  of  lectures  might  be  printed  and 
ciroiihvtod  for  £400  or  £500,  and  a  vory  large 
amount  of  money  saved. 

Mr.  HATCH  had  no  doubt  the  vote  would 
havo  boon  pa.ssod  more  quickly  if  an  explana- 
tion liivd  boon  givon  an  to  how  the  money  would 
bo  Hpt'Hl.  TUo  Hum  Rocmod  a  large  one  forex- 
jH'n>.t's  ronnootoil  with  lecturing. 

Ml.  l.AHNACH  said  that  already  thirty 
sohool.s  of  mini's  Inul  boon  established  in  dif- 
ferent iv>rtions  of  I  lie  colony,  and  part  of  the 
vote  \\.i«i  10  ho  available  as  subsidies  for  schools- 
o(  n\ineN  buiKlings. 

The  t'ommitteo  divided  on  the  question, 
'•  rUiit  the  Item  bo  reduced  by  £2,lXX)." 
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lAnce. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Mr.  Peacock's  motion  negatived. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  that  theamosBtfli 
down  for  travelling  expenses  and  iuMlid 
penses— £1,450— was  simply  moostroas,  nril 
moved.  That  the  item,  £4,000,  be  redoeed  If 
£1,000. 

The    Committee    divided    on  the 
'*  That  the  item  he  reduced  by  £1,000.' 
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AUwright 

Locke                 RoUestoa 

Atkinson 

Macarthnr         Ross 

Beetham 

Mackenzie,  M.  RnsseU 

B.-Bradshaw 

McMillan           Sutter 

Buchanan 

Newman            Thompsoe,  1 

Buckland,  W.F.  O'Borke             Wilmn 

Conolly 

Parata 

Cowan 

Peacock                    TeUtn. 

Fulton 

Reese                 Bncklaiid,J.O^ 

Lake 

Richardson,  G.  Trimble. 

Noes,  27. 

Ballanoe 

Ivess                  Richaids(ai,IL 

Bevan 

Joyce                  Tavlor 

Brown 

Kerr                    Tole 

Bruce 

Lamach             Tumboll 

Gadman 

Levestam           Walker 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J.     Whyte. 

Fergus 

Menteath                   TeSm. 

Quinness 

Moat                   Fraser 

Hatch 

Moss                   Seddon. 

Hislop 

Paibs. 

For,                        Against. 

Dodson                    Holmes 

Hirst 

.  H.                 Vogel 

Hobbs                       Pyke 

Mitchelson              O'Conor 

Montgomery           Macandrew 

Peai-jjon                   Gore 

Thorn 

son,  J.  W.     Fitzherbert 

Wakefield.              Lance. 

Majority  for,  1. 

Item  reduced. 

Mr.  LOCKE  referred  to  the  item  of  £1.900  Sk 
**  contiiiRcncies,"  and  asked  for  an  explanalisa 
He  said  there  was  £20,000  or  £30,000  in  ^ 
estimates  altogether  for  "  contingenci«"» 
•'miscelhuieoiis  expenses,"  which  was  ^ 
accounted  for  in  any  shape  or  fonn.  9i 
thought  the  matter  was  one  of  great  imp^ 
anco.  He  moved.  That  the  item  be  redm 
by  £500. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  suggested  that  the  ie« 
ti.-n  sOivnild  he  for  £200.  J 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  amount  was  M 
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tzavelling  expenses  of  officers,  and  other  con- 
lingencies  that  arose  from  year  to  year. 
Motion  negatived. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  moved,  That  the  item,  «*  Con- 
tingencies, £1,800,"  be  reduced  by  £200. 

Mr.  LARNAGH  said  that  to  this  item  were 
charged,  besides  travelling  expenses  of  Inspec- 
tors, work  done  by  the  Survey  Department  for 
the  Mines  Department,  &c. 
The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  21. 
Locke  Sutter 

Macarthur         Thompson,  T. 
Peacock  Trimble 

Beese  Wilson. 

Bichardson,  G.         Tellers, 
Bolleston  Buckland,  W.F. 

Bussell  Newman. 


ADwright 

Boetham 

Brace 

Buchanan 

Buckland,  J.  G. 

ConoUy 

Hislop 

lake 

Ballance 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

Cadman 

Oowan 

Doncan 

Fergus 

Fraser 

Guinness 

Hatch 


Nobs,  27. 
Hursthouse 
Ivess 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lamach 
Levestam 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Menteath 

Paibs. 


Parata 

Bichardson,  E. 

Boss 

Taylor 

Tole 

Tumbull. 

Tellers. 
Bevan. 
Walker. 


For.  Against. 

Atkinson  McMillan 

Dodson  Holmes 

Fulton  Seddon 

Hirst  Vogel 

Hobbs  Pyke 

Mitchelson  O'Conor 

Montgomery  Macandrew 

Pearson  Gore 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Fitzherbert 

Wakefield  Lance 

Whyte  O'Callaghan. 
Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £24,950,  agreed  to. 

Class  I. — Legisultive. 
Legislative,  £17,390,  agreed  to. 

Glass  II. — CoLOinAL  Secbetaby. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  £2,026,  agreed  to. 

Ministers'  Secretaries,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £3,720,  agreed 
to. 

Electoral  Department,  £2,980,  agreed  to. 

Audit  Office,  £6,875,  agreed  to. 

Begistrar  -  General's  Department,  £17,972, 
agreed  to. 

Agent>General's  Department,  £4,325,  agreed 
to. 

Charitable,  £1,120. 

Mr.  HATCH  referred  to  the  item,  "  Inspector 
rf  Lunatic  Asylums  (also  Inspector  of  Hospi- 
Als,  £200),  £1,000  "—m  aU,  £1,200.  He  under- 
itood  that  this  officer  had  a  three  years*  engage- 
oent  at  this  salary,  having  recently  taken  the 
dace  of  Dr.  Grabham.    It  seemed  to  him  that 


a  considerable  saving  ought  to  have  been 
effected  in  this  item.  In  the  first  place,  the 
hospitals  had  now  been  handed  over  to  local 
ma:'.;igement,  and  elected  Trustees  were  respon- 
sible, and  therefore  the  cost  of  inspection 
td  the  General  Government  should  not  be 
so  large.  In  the  second  place.  Dr.  Grabham, 
who  had  been  specially  imported  to  reor- 
ganize the  hospitals  and  lunatic  asylums,  had 
suggested  that  the  officers  of  the  chief  insti- 
tution in  each  Island  should  be  appointed  to 
act  as  Inspectors.  It  was  somewhat  strange, 
but,  having  some  knowledge  on  the  subject,  he 
had  arrived  at  exactly  the  same  conclusion  as 
it  turned  out  Dr.  Grabham  had  come  to  on 
this  point.  It  was  not  right  to  keep  those 
two  gentlemen  at  their  respective  asylums  from 
one  year's  end  to  another.  They  should  have 
had  a  little  assistance  in  the  shape  of  a  junior 
— of  whom  there  were  many  who  would  be  glad 
of  such  an  opportunity  to  improve  themselves — 
and  a  little  increase  to  their  salary,  and  have 
had  cast  upon  them  the  work  of  inspection. 
The  work  would  have  been  done  as  well,  and, 
perhaps,  better,  and  the  colony  would  have 
been  saved,  perhaps,  £600  or  £700  a  year. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  matter  had  been  fally 
considered  by  the  Government,  and  they  felt 
that  t')  have  two  officers  would  impair  the 
efficiency  of  the  inspection ;  also,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  transfer  of  the  charge 
of  hospitals  to  local  bodies  would  in  no  way 
diminish  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  rigid 
system  of  inspection. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  could  hardly  imagine  that  it 
had  been  seriously  recommended  by  Dr.  Grab- 
ham that  the  course  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill  should  be  adopted. 
To  his  mind  it  was  extremely  undesirable  that 
a  gentleman  who  was  in  charge  of  one  asylum 
should  be  appointed  inspector  to  another 
asylum.  Who  was  to  inspect  the  asylums  of 
these  two  gentlemen  ? 

Vote,  £1,120,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  asylums,  £42,808. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  why  there  was  a  number 
of  increases  at  different  asylums,  such  as  £255 
at  Wellington,  £277  at  Auckland,  and  £215  at 
Seacliff.  Were  these  increases  due  to  higher 
rates  of  payment  for  the  attendants,  or  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  lunatics  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  said,  to  both.  The  number  of 
patients  increased,  and  some  of  the  officers  re- 
ceived a  small  annual  increase. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  why  there  was  such  a 
difference  in  the  payment  of  similar  officers  in 
different  places.  At  Christchurch  and  Seacliff 
i '  le  Besident  Medical  Superintendents  got  £600 
:i  year,  while  at  Auckland  and  Wellington  they 
^ot  only  £400.  At  Christchurch,  too,  there  was 
a  house-steward  at  £300,  and  one  at  Seacliff 
at  £130 ;  which  was  in  excess  of  the  salaries  of 
similar  officers  in  the  other  asylums. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  these  salaries  had  been  per- 
petuated on  .the  estimates ;  but  he  thought 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  equalize  them 
next  year,  and  the  Government  had  the  matter 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  pointed  out  the  great  evil 


fil8 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


[Ao&& 


that  arose  from  inobriatcB  being  committed  to 
lunatic  asylums,  and  being  mixed  up  with  the 
lunatics.  This  had  been  rendered  necessary 
through  there  being  no  place  for  their  accom- 
modation :  and  ho  trusted  the  Minister  would 
take  Btcps  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  TOLE  said,  no  doubt  the  question  would 
have  to  be  faced,  aa  there  was  no  institution 
at  present  which  satisfied  the  demands  of  the 
Act,  and  the  Judges  committed  these  persons 
to  lunatic  asylums,  where  the  best  was  done  to 
keep  thorn  separate.  It  was  a  question  which 
required  serious  consideration,  as  it  involved 
considerable  expense;  but  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  a  sugges- 
tion which  had  been  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson. 

Mr.  L  EVE  ST  AM  said  his  sugKcstion  had 
been  that  the  Nelson  Gaol,  which  was  not  now 
used,  should  be  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  TUKNBULL  said  there  was  ample 
accommodation  in  the  Sunnysido  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum to  keep  inebriates  distinct. 

Vote,  £42,808,  a2:reed  to. 

Printing  and  stationery,  £22,322,  agreed  to. 

Stock  branch,  £20,115. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  who  were  the  forty- 
fivo  Inspectors  mentioned  under  this  vote. 

Mr.  TOLE  saia  they  were  both  Sheep  and 
Ribbit  Inspectors.  As  soon  as  the  colony  was 
free  of  scab  a  great  reduction  would  be  made. 

^lajor  ATKINSON  said  that  would  not  help 
the  general  revenue,  because  when  these  In- 
spectors were  got  rid  of  he  hoped  the  sheep- 
owners  would  have  to  pay  a  less  sheep-rate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether  the  £3,000 
for  the  destruction  of  scabby  sheep  on  Crown 
lands  was  for  one  block  only  or  more  than 
one. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  it  was  for  all  over  the  colony. 

Vote,  fiO.lir),  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £21,6G3. 

^Ir.  HATCH  called  attention  to  the  item, 
•*  Civil  Service  Examination  Board,  £250."  A 
saving  might  be  made  here,  as  the  gentlemen 
who  composed  this  Board  got  high  salaries,  and 
might  very  well  do  the  work  in  their  spare 
time  instead  of  going  to  tlie  races  or  sitting  on 
the  Bench  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  try 
drunkards. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  Minister  of  Education 
had  this  under  consideration,  and  he  believed 
it  was  intended  that  this  work  should  be  done 
in  the  Education  Department ;  and  the  Board 
would  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  BROWN  wished  to  know  why  copies  of 
the  "  Transactions  of  the  New  Zealand  Insti- 
tute *'  were  not  sent  to  the  public  libraries, 
seeing  that  there  was  a  vote  of  £500  towards 
the  printing  of  the  Transactions. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  money  was  given  to  the 
Institute,  and  was  wholly  under  the  control 
of  the  Institute ;  but  he  would  make  repre- 
sentations to  have  the  distribution  of  the  work 
referred  to  extended. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  asked  if  it  was  the 
case  that  the  £250  set  down  for  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Examination  Board  was  paid  in  sums  of 
Mr.  Lcvcsiam 


£50  each  to  five  gentlemen  in  receipt  of  \b^ 
salaries. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  he  believed  tliiS  t 
was  simply  for  the  expenses  of  heldiag  tfe 
examinations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  for  some  expbmn 
of  the  vote  of  £300  in  oonnection  with  th» 
Maori  History. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  said  that  a  number  rf 
volumat  of  the  Maori  History  were  In  eoozKof 
preparation,  and  one  volume  was  now  in  tbi 
hands  of  the  Printer.  He  believed  thas  aot 
session  there  would  be  four  volumes  zetdr. 

Mr.  LAKE  wished  to  know  how  mudiitm 
thought  the  work  would  ultimately  cost,  iBJ 
when  it  would  be  finished. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  repUed  that  he  expadii 
the  work  would  be  finished  in  1890.  Ite» 
would  be  a  great  nmnber  of  volumes— a^moas 
library  in  itself. 

Mr.  BROWN  wished  to  know  if  the  IDmsUr 
oould  give  any  explanation  with  legatd  to  m 
item,  **  Wellington  Patent  Slip  Compair, 
guarantee  of  interest,  £2,450."  Was  tlias  ■ 
annual  charge  ? 

Mr.  BALLANGE  repUed  that  it  was  dit 
guarantee  of  the  late  Aovincial  Goteninei^ 
and  was  a  legacy  from  them.  It  badbeespiii 
for  about  eleven  years,  and  would  have  to  b» 
paid  for  ten  years  longer. 

Mr.  LAKE  vrished  to  know  whaJ  w» 
covered  under  the  item,  "  EncouragenMDt  d. 
local  industries,  £1,250." 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  vote  was  toeniNr 
the  Government  to  offer  bonuses ;  but  tfai 
particular  industries  to  which  the  bonuses »» 
to  be  offered  were,  as  yet,  undetermined. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  considered  that  the  cooto- 
bution  towards  New  Guinea,  £2,669.  ^ts  *J 
most  absurd  waste  of  money  the  coIootW 
indulged  in.  He  understood'  last  year  tbi  * 
reduced  amount  was  to  be  voted  this  yetf. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  question  wttB* 
tioned  last  year,  and  it  was  then  stated  thatw 
vote  was  for  three  years.  This  was  the  seo» 
year,  so  that  it  would  have  to  be  pMd  <■• 
more,  and  then  he  thought  it  would  be  iib«» 
for  the  House  to  repeat  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  item,  "W* 
Brace,  compensation  for  injuries  received  wto* 
in  the  service  of  the  colony,  £50."  was  UW 
inadequate.  ._. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  this  man  had  reeen* 
compensation  previously,  and  this  £50  wi » 
bonus. 

Vote,  £21,663,  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnasa* 
"  That  progress  be  reported.'* 


Taylor 
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Tole 

Tumbull 
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Duncan 
BicharfsoDiG. 


Aybs,  26. 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Ballance 

McKenzie,  J. 
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McMillan 

Brown 
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Richardson,  E 
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wrright 
Irnftfl 

bser 
inTiess 


Noes, 
Hatch 
Hislop 
Joyce 
Kerr 


11. 


Loves  tarn. 

Tellers, 
Buckland,W.F. 
Ivess. 


Majority  for,  14. 
Progress  reported. 

riie   House   adjourned   at   ton  minutes  to 
ee  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  6th  August,  1886. 


Lrd  Headings  —  Harbours  Bill  —  Public  Bodies* 
Xjeaseholds  Bill  —  Govermnout  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Bill —North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
Lioaii  Application  Rill— Mining  Bill— Deeds  and 
Instruments  Registration  Bill. 

rho  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
U-past  two  o'clock. 

PRATEBS. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
3ivil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Deceased  Persons* 
tates  Duties  Bill. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  brought  up  the  fol- 
ding reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amend- 
ents  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
this  Bill  :— 

"  Clause  16,  authorizing  a  tug-boat  to  act  as 
ferry-boat,  is  undesirable  for  the  following 
asons: — 

'*  (1.)  It  is  extremely  dangerous  to  carry  pas- 
Dgers  on  deck  while  a  vessel  is  engaged  in 
wing,  as  a  sudden  jerk  or  swerve  of  the  vessel 
kUses  the  towing  line  or  lines  to  be  carried 
iddenly  to  one  side  or  other  of  the  deck. 
"  (2.)  If  the  tug-steamer  is  engaged  in  ferry- 
g  passengers,  she  may  frequently  be  absent 
igaged  in  this  work  when  her  services  may  be 
quired  for  towing ;  and,  in  a  case  of  wreck 
'.  vessel  in  distress,  the  delay  in  recalling  her 
light  be  attended  by  disastrous  results. 
"  (3.)  The  employment  of  a  tug  occasionally 
fT  fencing  would  interfere  directly  with  the 
stablishment  of  regular  ferry  services  by  pri- 
itc  enterprise,  in  some  cases  prevent  such  a 
jrvice  being  established  at  all,  and  in  other 
ises  injuriously  affect  the  legitimate  trade  of 
le  ordinar>'  ferry-boat. 

*•  Clause  23.  The  present  law  fixes  the  rate  for 
ort  dues  at  a  maximum  of  Gd.  per  ton  each 
ix  months,  and  no  good  reason  has  been  shown 
)r  quadrupling  this  impost.  Special  provision 
I  made  in  the  Harbours  Act  for  charging,  in 
ddition  to  this,  such  rates  as  Harbour  Boards 
lay  think  fit  for  the  following  things  :  Wharf- 
ge  dues  for  lying  alongside  and  use  of 
fharves ;  for  use  of  cranes,  weighbridges,  &c. ; 
or  landing  goods  on  wharves ;  for  storage  on 
rtiarves ;  for  transhipping  goods  on  or  along- 
ide  wharves ;  for  light  dues  ;  for  harbour  fees ; 
or  pilotage ;  for  special  improvements,  rates 
ip  to  2s.  per  ton.    It  is  most  undesirable  in 


the  interests  of  trade  that  increased  burdens 
should  be  placed  on  shipping  in  addition  to  the 
numerous  special  charges  for  which  they  ar& 
already  liable.  For  the  above  reasons  the 
Council  disagree  with  2s.  as  a  maxim  urn  rata^ 
but  are  willing  to  accept  the  new  clau^^e  23  if, 
in  line  3  of  the  clause,  the  wartU  *  two  shil- 
lings '  are  struck  out  and  the  woid^  '  one  shil- 
ling '  are  inserted  in  lieu  thereof, 

"  Clause  24.  It  is  unfair  that  the  Colonial 
Government  should  be  allowed  the  accommo- 
dation afforded  at  great  outlay  of  good  wharvea 
and  appliances  for  the  easy  discharge  of  their 
cargo  without  payment,  as  it  will  interfere  ma- 
terially with  the  revenue  of  Harbour  Boaids^ 
and,  from  the  character  of  a  krge  portion  of 
goods,  such  as  railway  material,  cuniiigned  bo 
the  Colonial  Government,  the  wharves  are  con- 
siderably strained  and  injured. 

**  Clauses  26,  27,  28,  29.  It  is  not  desirable 
that  the  sum  of  £1,500  should  be  expended  on 
the  erection  of  salt-water  baths  without  dis- 
tinct evidence  that  this  is  the  best  way  of  ex- 
pending this  sum,  and  that  it  is  tUe  expressed 
wish  of  the  inhabitants  of  Moeraki  that  thd 
amount  shall  be  so  expended.  The  appropria- 
tion of  the  money  to  this  object  should  not  be 
made  till  this  is  fully  ascertained/' 

He  moved  that  the  reasons  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  hoped  the  Council 
would,  for  its  own  sake,  strike  out  tliu  first 
reason.  He  had  been  brought  up  all  his  life  in 
connection  with  harbours,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  of  any  vessel  carrying  people  across 
a  ferry  and  towing  at  the  same  time.  Even  if 
it  were  possible  that  such  a  thing  could  happen 
the  ferry-boat  would  have  to  be  specially  con- 
structed, and  the  towing  arratigcmcnt  would 
have  to  be  on  a  special  plan,  '1  lie  re  was  no 
doubt  that  the  sudden  swerving  of  a  vessel  in 
towing  would  sweep  the  passengers  ofl  the 
deck.  Neither  could  he  conceive  of  a  ferry- 
boat towing  across  a  ferry  whore  the  water  waa 
too  shallow  on  either  side.  Ho  agreed  with 
the  other  reasons  as  brought  forward,  but  thi» 
was  certainly  objectionable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  he  knew  aa 
much  about  towing  as  any  honourable  gentle- 
man there,  and  had  never  yet  known  a  miiskap 
to  take  place  when  towing  with  past^ongers  on 
board,  as  care  was  taken  not  to  allow  them  to 
come  within  reach  of  the  rope. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  understood  that  the 
Committee  recommended  that  the  amendments 
should  not  be  agreed  to  for  the  reason  ad- 
vanced. He  had  known  persons  to  undergo 
narrow  escapes,  and  others  to  be  seriously 
injured,  by  the  sudden  swerving  of  the  vcssoL 
When  a  vessel  was  being  towod  over  a  bar,  and 
she  took  a  sudden  swerve,  the  rope  swung  witli 
a  sudden  jump  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and 
placed  the  passengers  in  danger.  They  wore 
objecting  to  the  use  of  ferry-boats  as  tow^boata 
for  these  particular  reasons. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said,  if  a  tug- 
boat was  to  be  allowed  to  act  as  a  ferry-boat, 
that  would  be  out  of  the  question  altogether  i_ 
but,  if  it  were  allowed,  she  should  not  b#  aflfll 
mitted  during  that  time  to  carry  paasen-^ 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  presumed  the 
Council  had  good  reason  for  recommending 
what  they  did  in  this  matter,  which  was  dis- 
cussed fully  when  the  Council  was  in  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Council  took  that  view  of  the 
case.  It  was  specially  stated  in  this  Bill  that 
tug-boats  might  carry  passengers  to  and  from 
any  roadstead  ;  and,  so  far  as  this  amendment 
was  concerned,  he  thought  it  better  it  should 
go  with  the  rest,  so  tliat  it  might  be  objected 
to  in  another  place  if  it  were  thought  desirable 
to  do  so. 

Report  agreed  to,  and  it  was  ordered  that  a 
message  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives accordingly. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  in  asking 
you  to  leave  the  chair  in  order  that  the  Council 
may  go  into  Committee  on  the  Public  Bodies' 
Leaseholds  Bill,  I  wish  to  fulfil  the  promise  I 
made  in  the  Council  when  we  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time  —  namely,  that  on  going  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill  I  would  explain  its 
provisions.  I  am  quite  sure  that,  after  the 
consideration  which  honourable  members  have 
given  to  this  measure,  it  will  be  needless  for  me 
to  do  more  than  simply  explain  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  particularly  those  parts  which  I  look 
upon  as  the  most  important  portions  of  it.  An 
honourable  gentleman  who  sits  not  far  from 
me  persuaded  me  to  let  this  Bill  go  to  a  Select 
Committee.  I  was  weak  enough  on  that 
occasion  to  yield  to  his  blandishments ;  and, 
with  that  firmness  which  is  characteristic  of 
my  honourable  friend,  ho  has  cut  the  Bill 
to  pieces.     I  refer   to   this   because  it  is  just 

Sossible  that  when  we  go  into  Committee  my 
onourable  friend  will  ask  that  the  report 
of  the  Select  Committee  be  read  and  consi- 
dered ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be.  The 
excision  of  the  provisions  which  my  honour- 
able friend  wishes  to  bo  excised  from  the  Bill, 
I  may  say,  will  render  it  almost  useless  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  introduced.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  they  will  not  be  excised.  I 
wish  also  to  refer  to  the  ob8er\'atioiis  made 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  expressed  sur- 
prise that  a  Bill  of  such  importance  as  this 
received  no  consideration  in  another  place. 
I  am  assured  on  the  best  authority  that  a 
very  able  speech  was  made  on  the  occasion  of 
its  introduction  by  the  Premier;  and,  although 
the  speech  does  not  appear  in  Hansard^  for 
some  reason  with  which  I  am  not  acquainted, 
yet  it  has  been  published  in  the  papers  and 
oommented  upon  very  favourably.  Tlie  Bill 
was  introduced  by  the  Government,  at  the  in- 
stance of  several  local  bodies,  to  answer  the 
requirements  of  educational  bodies  and  local 
bodies  generally ;  and  it  was  done  for  this 
purpose  :  Several  of  them  wished  to  obtain 
■authority  from  Parliament  to  lease  the  land 
over  which  they  had  control.  That  would  have 
necessitated  such  a  large  number  of  Bills  that 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  introduce  one 
general  Bill  to  embrace  them  all,  giving  the 
greatest  possible  latitude,  so  as  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  almost  every  body  having  the 


control  of  lands.  This  Bill,  in  its 
shape,  contains  all  the  provisions  necessujis  i 
giving  those  powers.  It  is  a  very  importyl , 
and  seems  to  me  a  very  simple  one,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  received  full  coDsidai' 
tion  at  the  hands  of  this  Council,  becsoM  of 
the  observations — I  can  scarcely  call  it  tk 
debate— that  were  made  when  we  were  reidi^ 
it  a  second  time.  The  Bill  defines  whst  n  & 
'*  leasing  authority."    This  means— 

*'  .  .  the  Council  of  a  borough  or  coontj,  ft 
Road  Board,  Town  Board,  Harbour  Botid  b- 
spectively,  in  whom  the  management  or  ooatnl 
of  any  lands  is  vested  for  or  on  behalf  of  tfj  d 
the  corporate  bodies  such  Councils  or  BoiA 
represent ;  and  also  any  authority  (howfoefff 
named)  in  whom  any  lands  are  veskd  for 
general  educational  purposes,  or  for  the  pw- 
poses  of  any  public  college  or  school,  or  fa 
any  other  purposes  of  a  pubUc  nature,  vtt 
power  to  dispose  of  such  lands  bj  wiy  of 
lease." 

The  "leasing  authority"  is  refcired  ta 
throughout  the  Bill  as  the  authority  to  gnat  i 
lease  to  any  person  who  may  wish  to  hsTC  one. 
One  very  important  amendment  has  been  mii 
by  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  was  refened, 
with  which  I  entirely  agree,  and  that  was  tfcftt 
the  Bill  should  not  come  into  operation  exctft 
with  the  sanction  and  consent  of  the  leaang 
authority.  This  point  seems  to  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  the  other  branch  of  the  I^is- 
lature,  but  directly  it  was  suggested  to  me  I 
assented  to  it.  It  was  never  intended  thaJ  thii 
Bill  should  come  into  operation  withooi  tk 
consent  of  the  leasing  authority.  The  Billgw 
on  to  provide  power  to  bring  the  Act  into  open- 
tion,  with  the  consent  of  the  leasing  authontj, 
by  Order  in  Council,  and  then  anyoldUwin 
force  in  regard  to  the  body  concerned  inuo^ 
diately  ceases  to  operate ;  and  further  oa  u» 
form  of  lease  is  provided.  Leases  are  to  be  pot 
up  by  public  auction,  and,  if  not  sold  in  the  w* 
instance,  they  are  to  be  put  up  a  second  taw* 
in  terms  of  clause  8.  There  is  a  provision  a 
clause  10,  to  which  the  Committee  refer,  i^ 
garding  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attentiai  ot 
the  Council,  because  the  Committee  s»m» 
have  thought  there  is  an  inconsistencj  in «» 
proviso  to  the  clause ;  but  I  contend  that* 
no  inconsistency  in  it,  and  I  hope  to  sw» 
that  to  the  Council.  It  is  propc^ed  by  tW 
Bill  that,  six  months  before  the  expirau®" 
a  lease,  the  "  leasing  authority"  ni^J ■^"JJ^ 
surrender,  and  may  again  lease  to  the  teatf* 
at  not  less  rental  than  the  present  en^ 
rent ;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  m^ 
tional  rents,  it  is  proposed  that  the  rew^j 
shall  be  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  t? 
the  Supreme  Court  Procedure  Act.  Se^ 
11  is  of  somewhat  similar  character  witi  re- 
gard to  surrenders.  I  have  to  call  the  ftti^ 
tion  of  the  Council  now  to  the  clausesjrh^ 
the  Committee  suggest  should  be  str^c^^ 
namely,  the  proviso  to  clause  11,  and  clw*[ 
18,  14,  and  15.  These  have  been  .i»stft<^ 
the  instance  of  the  leasing  authorities,  bee^ 
it  is  desirable  to  give  them  the  power  to  B^ 
advantage  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill-  ^ 
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Bill,  of  iteelf ,  contains  nothing  more  to  which 
attention  need  be  called.  I  will  now  ask  the 
Gooncil  to  follow  me  whilst  I  refer  to  the 
schedule.  A  provision  is  made  in  the  schedule 
by  vrhich  the  valuations  are  to  be  made — one 
Tfduation  of  the  land,  the  other  of  the  ground- 
rent;  and  provision  also  is  made,  which  is 
intended  to  be  incorporated  in  every  future 
lease,  by  which  a  proper  valuation  may  be 
taken,  and  the  lessor  may  be  represented. 
Further  provision  is  made  by  which,  in  the 
event  of  the  landlord  himself  wishing  to  pur- 
chase the  property,  the  valuation  of  the  im- 
provements may  be  made.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  other  special  provision  in  the 
schedule  except  that  one.  There  are  also  pro- 
visions relating  to  what  are  more  commonly 
known  as  conditions  of  sale  at  auctir>n,  and  the 
usual  conditions  of  sale  are  incorporated  in  the 
schedule.  I  hope  that  when  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  question  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  those  points  to  which  ob- 
jection has  been  taken  by  the  Committee.  I 
now  therefore  move,  That  you.  Sir,  do  leave 
the  chair. 

The  Hon.   Mr.    MENZIES.  —  Before   that 
question  is  put  I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks.    First  of  all,  I  quite  agree  (rest  of 
sentence  inaudible).    I   think  that,  before  I 
conclude  my  remarks,  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  Council  that  in  taking  that  course  I  was 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  see  the  Bill  amended 
and  improved,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  the 
direction  of  maintaining  its  consistency  with 
the  action  that  this  Council   has  uniformly 
taken  in  the  past.    It  seemed  desirable  that 
these  particular  provisions  should  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  inconsistency  which  existed  m 
the  Bill,  as  originally  introduced  with  existing 
Acts.    In  the  early  part  of  the  session,  some 
bononiable  members  of  both  Houses,  from  the 
South,  knowing  very  well  the  circumstances 
in  which  a  number  of  Crown  tenants,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  the  tenants  of  Crown  lands 
and  of  public  reserves — and  including  in  that 
term  the  holders  of  perpetual  leases  and  all 
lands   on  deferred  payments  —  were  suffering 
from  the  general  depression,  from  the  very  low 
prices  of  produce  of  all  kinds,  and  from  the 
heavy  taxation,  and  that  they  stood  in  need  of 
some  relief,  if  such  could  possibly  be  given, 
cast  about  for  some  way  of  giving  that  relief. 
In  the  case  of  lands  which  were  leased  or  sold 
on  deferred  payments  by  any  of    the  bodies 
that  have  the  administration  of  endowments, 
the  existing  Acts  did  not  permit  of  their  giving 
any  relief  in  any  shape,  either  in  the  way  of 
giving  a  surrender,  or  of  reducing  the  rent,  or  of 
extending  the  period  over  which  the  rents  may 
be  paid.     I  should  say,  however,  with  regard  to 
the  acceptance  of  a  surrender,  that  the  point 
is  rather  doubtful.    I  know  of  one  body  hav- 
ing the  administration  of  certain  reserves  which 
conceived  that  it  had  the  power  to  accept  the 
snzrender  of  a  lease,  and  did  so  in  one  or  two 
instances ;  but  subsequently  a  doubt  was  sug- 
gested as  to  the  power  of  the  body  to  take  such 


action,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  the  le^ 
adviser  of  the  leasing  authority,  and  the  advice 
given  was  that  the  question  was  somewhat 
doubtful,  and  that  it  would  be  more  prudent 
not  to  exercise  that  power, — ^which  advice  was 
accepted.  This  being  the  feeling  among  a 
number  of  members  from  the  South,  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  approach  the  Govern- 
ment and  represent  the  matter  to  them,  and 
inquire  whether  the  Government  could  see  its 
way  to  give  some  relief  by  introducing  a  BHl 
which  would  alter  the  Land  Act  in  such  a  way 
as  to  allow  Waste  Lands  Boards — the  "  leasing 
authorities,"  to  use  the  term  which  appears  in 
this  Bill — ^to  reduce  rent  temporarily,  to  accept 
surrender,  or  to  extend  the  period  within  which 
deferred-payment  settlers  could  pay  up  their 
liabilities ;  but  the  Premier,  who  received  the 
deputation  on  the  subject,  gave  no  hope  that 
the  Government  could  comply  with  that  re- 
quest. Nothing  further  was  heard  of  the 
matter  except  that  the  question  was  referred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in  another  place  ; 
but  when  this  Bill  came  up  the  title  seemed  to 
indicate  that  the  Government  had  reconsidered 
the  matter,  and  that  the  measure  might  con- 
tain some  provision  which  would  enable  the 
existing  authorities  to  give  some  relief.  It  was 
with  this  view  that  I  hailed  the  Bill  with  satis- 
faction before  I  came  to  know  what  the  main 
provisions  were.  On  looking  over  it,  however, 
I  found  that  the  chief  provision  was  the  intro- 
duction of  measures  intended  to  induce  uni- 
formity in  the  character  of  the  leases  given  of 
such  public  reserves  ;  and,  although  apparently 
it  contained  provisions  which  would  seem  to 
authorize  those  district  authorities  to  give  some 
relief  to  the  occupants  of  public  lands,  yet  that 
wsbs  not  sufficiently  clear  and  unequivocal 
without  further  alteration.  I  believe  a  very 
little  alteration  will  enable  the  Council  to  con- 
fer a  great  public  benefit  by  enabling  the 
leasing  authorities  to  give  this  relief.  Possibly, 
thus,  many  strugglmg  settlers  who  are  on  the 
brink  of  insolvency  would  be  able  to  hold  out 
a  little  longer,  till  matters  in  the  colony  are 
more  prosperous.  Very  little  alteration  in 
the  Bill  will  enable  the  Council  to  give  this  re- 
lief. I  see  no  objection  to  the  proposal  to  have 
leases  granted  on  a  uniform  plan,  and  I  think 
the  form  in  the  schedule  is  one  which  we  can 
accept  with  very  little  alteration.  The  only 
alteration  which  I  would  suggest  is  one  which 
has  been  indicated  in  the  remarks  of  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary — namely,  that  it  is  de- 
sirable to  make  the  provisions  of  the  1st 
paragraph  of  the  schedule  uniform  with  the 
provisions  of  section  10  of  the  Bill.  But,  while 
I  say  so  much  in  praise  of  certain  parts  of 
the  Bill,  and  as  to  the  general  purport 
of  it  if  amended  —  and  I  trust  the  Council 
will  amend  it — there  are  some  portions  which, 
I  think,  are  open  to  grave  objection.  One  of 
these  occurred  to  the  Committee,  and  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  agrees  to  amend 
the  Bill  in  that  respect.  It  was  proposed  in 
clause  3  to  enable  the  Governor  in  Council, 
by  spontaneous  action,  to  bring  this  Bill  into 
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operation.      That    would    bo    an    exceedingly 
objectionable  coarse  of  proceeding.     The  pro- 
visionH  might  bo  vcr>  good  in  themselves,  but 
it  would  be  a  most  arbitrary  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Exeoutivo  to  bring  those  provisions 
into  operation   unless  the  leasing  authorities 
themKclvLS  desired  it.   But  the  alteration  which 
the  Committee  havs  recommended    in    their 
report  I  am  glad  to  think  will  be  acceded  to 
by   the   lion,   the  Colonial    Secretary,  and   I 
regret  tliu  honourable  gentleman  will  not  also 
accede,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  the 
other  rcc(jmmendation8  which  the  Committee 
have  made,  by  strikmg  out  the  proposal  to 
introduce  the  perpetual-leasing  system.     The 
Council  will  remember  very  well  that  the  ques- 
tion of  perpetual  leasing  has  been  fought  over 
on  different  occasions  ;  and  on  each  of  those 
occasions  the  introduction  of  the  system,  so 
far  as  the  administration  of  reserves  is  con- 
ceniod,  has  been  successfully  resisted.    That 
particular  portion  of  the   laud  administration 
lias  been  retained  in  the  JLand  Acts ;  but,  so 
far  as  its  operation  on  reser\'cs  is  concerned, 
it  is  (mly  brought  into  operation  there  at  the 
desire  of   the   leasing  authority.     I   think  it 
would  ba  well  to  ad  Here  to  the  same  line  of 
policy.     If  certain  sections  of  this  Bill  in  its 
present  form  are  agreed  to,  then  the  Governor 
in  Council  will  have  power  to  introduce  this 
mode    of    administration,    first,    to  a   certain 
extent,    but  it  would  bo  possible  grailually  to 
supers  "do   all    other   modes   of   administering 
tlie  h  .id.     I  think  that  would  be  exceedingly 
oUjtcl.onable.      These    are    the    main    provi- 
sinns  to  which  I  individually  take  exception, 
and  1   am   glad   to  see  that  the  Select  Com- 
nuttee    to   which    the   Bill   was    referred    has 
also  Uiken  exception  to  them,  and  has  recom- 
meiul'd  that  they  be  excised  from  the  Bill.     I 
am  (ju/co  certain,  if  tlie  provisions  recommended 
by  the  Committee  arc  accepted,  they  will  be  far 
iiiure  useful  and  generally  acceptable  than  those 
in  the  Hill  in  its  pre&ent  shape,  and  I  trust  the 
Council  will  concur  in  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Select  Committee  to  excise  tliese 
elaiK'-es'    There  are  some  other  minor  altera- 
tions which  may  be   required  wlien  the  Bill 
i.>  p;\s>:ng  through  Committee ;  but  this  point 
to   wjiich    I    have  referred    is    tho   most   im- 
pt  rtiuit.      There    are    some    apparent    incon- 
si>tencies  —  to  which   the  Hon.   the  Colonial 
Sc^Tt  t;iry  has  referred — in  the  10th  section, — 
for  example,  in  referring,  tii"st  of  all,  the  ques- 
tion of  future  rents  to  arbitration,  and  then 
limiting  the   power  of   the   arbitrators  so  far 
lis  ri\.,;u\ls  the  minimum.     I  think,  if  a  ques- 
tion rt  that  kind  is  ivferreil  to  arbitration,  it  is 
a  uieiv  mockery  to  Iix  either  a  maximum  or  a 
laiiui.uun.     That  oa^ht  to  be  determined  by 
t.te  uibitrators.     However,  these  are  questions 
\\liich  mij;ht  bo  diseussci.!  in  Committee,  and 
>\liat  fiiriluT  n^uarks  I  have  to  make  1  shall 
icMi've  to  51  (uiure  >lnge  ot  the  Bdl. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  WILSON.— Notwithstanding 
the  explun:»tuMi  which  hiis  biH^n  given  I  do  not 
think  the  i'ouucil  fully  understands  the  nature 
of  tins  HUl.  '\h\<  is  in  the  woist  sense  one  of 
«k  ela>s  of  r>ills  which  hivs  always  been  repro- 


bated  bare.    There  are  many  s&fegiiiidi  fM 
we  may  endeavour  to  erect ;  bat  I  am  eaSHi 
they  will  be  evaded.    In  the  ease  of  s  C«pia> 
tion  which  has  leased  land  extensiely  tt  h^ 
rates,  under  this  Bill  the  teoaats  will  lim 
only  to  use  certain  influence,  wbieb  they  ca 
very  easily  do,  to  alter  what  hss  beea  dau. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  ehuge  of  & 
Bill  tells  us  it  has  been  asked  for  by  same  Cor- 
porations in  the  South.    That  may  be  bo,  bat 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  BiU  is  a  good  est. 
I  can  easily  understand,  however,  tbit  ]asa 
have  been  granted  at  rents  which  are  dowo- 
cessive,  owing  to  the  depression;  botitisn^ 
to  me  to'  know  that  an  Act  of  this  kisd  ii 
wanted,  and  until  I  am  shown  to  the  coaM 
I  shall  say  still  that  these  Corporstions  hx» 
the  power  to  do  what  is  the  best  is  the  cixeae- 
stances.    I  understand  words  will  be  pot  ii 
to  render  this  Act  inoperative  unless  the  laasg 
body  in  question  asks  for  the  Act  to  be  pat  ia 
operation.     We  should  have  heard  soUung  ss 
all  about  this  matter  if  property  had  laa 
in  value.    Even  if  transactions  have  not  bea 
absolutely  bad  ones,  if  the  tenant  can  s» 
their  way  to  get  a  reduction  in  the  rente  they 
will  try  to  get  it,  and  it  will  be  a  popular  or- 
I  believe  this  Bill  is  simply  bioughliorwidas 
the  request  of  two  or  three  of  the  local  bodw.  | 
at  the  instance  of  some  people  who  hare  nadi 
bad  bargains.    I  should  like  to  know  anofes 
thing :    If  this  is  to  extend  to  the  defcned- 
payment    settlers    and     the    perpetaai-le^«- 
holders,  where  are  the  freeholden  to  gel  n- 
dress  ?      If  you  once  open  the  door  in  tas 
respect  I  do  not  know  where  it  is  to  end.  I 
believe  the  object  of  introducing  this  Bill  is  a 
verv  bad  one,  and  I  think  the  Council  will  d& 
well  to  throw  out  the  BiU. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  M.ANTELL.-There  is  (» 
strange  feature  about  this  Bill-Uiak  b,  tte 
power  given  under  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  to  K 
exercised,  as  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Seaewy 
has  said,  only  on  the  application  of  &«}2*?!| 
bodies.  Power  is  conferred  under  tins  M 
which  will  override  and  supersede  special  Acfr 
passed  in  respect  of  the  leasing -poweR* 
various  local  bodies.  This  very  scsaon  we  bjw 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  three  paw« 
bodies'  leasing  Bills-the  City  of  Dune&D.tte 
Otaijo  Harbour  Board,  and  the  ^^eW* 
Harbour  Board.  The  provisions  of  th^J^ 
have  been  carefully  watched  by  the  resp^ 
localities,  and  every  effort  has  been  made » 
a^iapt  those  Bills  not  only  to  the  nM«si^J[; 
the  place,  but  also  to  the  requirements  a «» 
public  bodies  which  have  to  administc^ 
Acts,  and  also  to  protect  the  public  ui^ 
ests,  which  may  be  affected  by  a  too  «»^ 
exercise  of  authority  on  the  i«rt  of  "^^^ 
bodies.  The  whole  of  our  labour  in  that  wsp^ 
is  to  be  gone  over  again.  By  a  shnple  appij»- 
tion  to  ihe  Government  one  of  these  ^ 
bodies  can  get  this  Bill  brought  into  lor*' 
;  last  clause  of  the  Bill  is  worthy  of  conaM^ 
•   -    -_ a-  ^*  i^»-<.ia4^;/in  vhiefi  1 


The 


able  notice,  as  a  mode  of  legislation  ^^^ 

think  is  very  objectionable  and  very  cincfl» 

be  deprecated.    Clause  18  says,—  , 

•*  Upon  the  provisions  of  this  Actoraaj» 
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them  being  applied  to  any  leasing  authority, 
the  provisions  of  any  other  Act  inconsistent 
with  such  first-mentioned  provisions  shall  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  but  without 
prejudice  to  any  lease,  act,  matter,  or  thing 
executed  or  done  prior  to  the  passing  of  this 
Act." 

I  do  not  think,  unless  the  Legislature  is  to 
abrogate  its  functions  altogether,  and  to  hand 
over  to  these  public  bodies  the  pov^er  of  doing 
that  which  is  good  in  their  own  eyes,  that 
dause  is  a  proper  one  to  put  into  any  Bill. 
Honourable  members  will  have  to  watch  this 
Bill  narrowly  in  order  to  prevent  the  various 
localities  being  deprived  of  the  safeguards 
which  have  been  introduced  in  their  behalf  in 
the  Acts  we  have  passed;  and  I  think  it  is 
contrary  to  the  whole  spirit  of  Parliament  that 
this  system  of  passing  a  Bill  to  override  mea- 
sures already  passed  during  this  session  should 
be  tolerated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— I  think 
that  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  to  a 
certain  extent  justify  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill,  because  he  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
a  good  portion  of  the  time  during  this  session 
has  been  spent  in  the  consideration  of  some 
local  Bills,  by  which  certain  powers — amongst 
others,  that  of  leasing — ^were  given  to  local 
bodies.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is,  no  doubt, 
to  get  a  uniform  mode  of  leasing  land  through- 
out the  colony.  For  many  y  jars  past  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  that.  Public  bodies  having 
land  of  this  description  to  lease  have  com- 
plained that  they  did  not  possess  the  powers 
of  leasing  which  have  been  granted  in  other 
oases  to  other  local  bodies,  and  the  argimient 
used  was  that,  if  a  system  of  leasing  was  con- 
sidered right  in  one  part  of  the  colony,  there 
was  no  reason  why  such  a  system  should  not 
be  extended  to  another  part  of  the  colony. 
And,  if  wc  go  back  some  years,  I  think  honour- 
able members  will  recollect  some  discussions 
and  the  amount  of  time  which  was  spent  in 
considering  the  questions  relating  to  leasing 
lands  in  the  South,  and  Dunedin,  I  think,  es- 
pecially— questions  relating  to  the  leasing  of 
tands  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  this 
very  ^hedule.  I  am  not  a  strong  supporter  of 
a  Bill  of  this  description,  because  I  am  always 
afraid  of  introducing  measures  of  so  sweeping 
a  kind  without  having  some  assurance  that 
we  are  not  overlooking  the  effect  that  such 
a  Bill  will  have  in  particular  cases.  But, 
were  we  making  a  commencement,  I  should 
say  it  would  be  very  right  that  conditions  of 
this  description  should  be  introduced,  and  that 
such  powers  should  be  given  to  all  local  bodies. 
I  cannot  see  why  similar  powers  of  leasing 
should  not  be  given  to  all  local  bodies ;  and 
the  conditions  contained  in  the  schedule  appear 
to  me  to  be  those  which  have  been  approved 
again  and  again  of  late  years  by  members 
in  this  Council.  I  merely  mention  this  as  a 
justification  of  the  Bill.  As  I  have  said,  I  am 
not  a  very  strong  supporter  of  it ;  but  so  much, 
I  think,  may  be  said  for  it.  As  regards  the 
18th  clause,  the  Committee  have  recommended 


that  it  be  stiuok  out,  and  I  trust  it  will  bfr 
struck  out. 
Bill  committed. 

IK  COMMITTBE. 

Clause  2. — Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the- 
following  words  be  struck  out :  "or  for  any 
other  purposes  of  a  public  nature." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  14. 
Bamicoat  Lahmann  Shrimski 

Bonar  McLean  Swanson 

Buckley  Menzies  Taiaroa 

Dignan  Peacock  Williams. 

Kenny  Shephard 

Noes,  17. 
Brandon  Johnson,  G.  E.  Robinson 

Brett  Mantell  Walker 

Campbell  Miller  Whitaker 

Fraser  Peter  Williamson 

Grace  Pollen  Wilson. 

Holmes  Beeves 

Majority  against,  8. 

Words  struck  out. 

Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. — Surrender  of  existing  leases  ma^r 
be  accepted,  and  new  lease  granted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved  to  strike- 
out the  following  words :  "  and  the  rent  to  be- 
payable  in  respect  of  such  new  lease  shall  in  no* 
case  be  less  than  that  payable  under  the  pre- 
vious lease." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  22. 
Bamicoat  Johnson,  G.  B.  Reeves 

Bathgate  Kenny  Robinson 

Bonar  Lahmann  Shephard 

Brett  Martin  Swanson 

Buckley  McLean  Whitaker 

Dignan  Peacock  Williamson 

Fraser  Pollen  Wilson. 

Grace 

Noes,  9. 
Acland  Mantell  Peter 

Brandon  Menzies  Walker 

Campbell  Miller  Wigley. 

Majority  for,  13. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  11. — Other  surrenders  and  reduction 
of  rent  in  certain  cases. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  moved.  That, 
all  the  words  of  the  proviso  to  the  word  "  re- 
spectively "  be  struck  out. 

The  Conmiittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  18. 
Bamicoat  Fraser  Reeves 

Bathgate  Grace  Shephard 

Bonar  Kenny  Shnmski 

Brett  Lahmann  Swanson 

Buckley  McLean  Williams. 

Dignan  Peacock  Wilson. 
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Noes,  10. 
Campbell  Millet  Walker 

Johnson,  O.  R.  Peter  Whitaker 

Mantel!  Pollen  Williamson. 

Menzies 

Majority  for,  8. 

Words  retained. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  moved.  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee    divided   on   the  qaestion, 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Acland 

Barnicoat 

Bathgate 

Brett 

Buckley 

Campbell 

Dignan 

Bonar 
Eraser 
Mantell 


ates,  ao. 

Grace 

Johnson,  O.  R. 

Kenny 

Lahmann 

McLean 

Menzies 

Miller 

Noes,  8. 
Peacock 
Pollen 
Whitaker 


Peter 
Reeves 

Shephard 
Swanson 
Walker 
Williams. 


Williamson 
Wilson. 


Majority  for,  12. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  13. — Power  to  adopt  certain  parts  of 
••TheLand  Act,  1BH5." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved,  That  the 
clause  bo  struck  out. 

Tlie  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland 
Barnicoat 
Bathgate 
Bonar 
Brett 
Buckley 

Noes,  9. 
Campbell  Menzies  Pollen 

Johnson,  G.B.  Miller  Williamson 

Mantell  Peter  Wilson. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  14. — Govemo?  in  Council  may  modify 
provisions  as  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That  the 
clause  be  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Dignan 

Peacock 

Eraser 

Reeves 

Grace 

Shephard 

Kenny 

Swanson 

Lahmann 

Whitaker 

McLean 

Williams. 

Ayes,  18. 

Acland 

Barnicoat 

Bathgate 

Bonar 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Eraser 

Kenny 

Lahmann 

Peacock 

Reeves 

Shephard 

Noes,  11. 

Swanson 

Walker 

W  hitaker 

Williams 

Williamson 

Wilson. 

Brandon 
Brett 
Campbell 
Orace 

Holmes 
Johnson,  G.  R 
Mantell 
McLean 

Menzies 
.  Miller 
Peter. 

Clause  agi 

Majority  for, 
eed  to. 

7. 

Glanse  15. — ^Resolution  of  leassg  tnibaof 
to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  in  CoandL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved,  Thaitfa 
clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided   on  the 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill.* 

Ates,  21. 
Acland  Eraser 

Barnicoat  Grace 

Bathgate  Kenny 

Bonar  Lahmann 

Brett  MUler 

Buckley  Peacock 

Dignan  Reeves 

Noes,  8. 
Brandon  Mantell 

Campbell  McLean 

Holmes  Menzies 

Majority  for,  18. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  18. — Repeal  of  inconsistent  pcovinos 
on  application  of  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moved.  That  Hkt 
clause  be  expunged. 

The    Committee    divided   on  the  q[nestiaB, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
Ayes,  20. 


Swazuoa 

WalkcE 

Whitaks 

WillisiDS 

WiUiamioi 

Wilson. 

Peter 
Pollen. 


Acland 

Eraser 

Shmnsci 

Barnicoat 

Kenny 

SwaDsoQ 

Bathgate 

Lahmann 

Walker 

Bonar 

McLean 

Williams 

Brett 

Peacock 

WilliamsoD 

Buckley 

Reeves 

Wilson. 

Dignan 

Shephard 
Noes,  9. 

Grace 

ManteU 

Peter 

Holmes 

Menzies 

Pollen 

Johnson,  G. 

R.  Miller 

Whitaker. 

Majority  for, 

11. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  explain  this  Bill— the  Go- 
vernment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill— foxtbK 
than  merely  to  state  that  it  is  a  similar  Bill  to 
that  which  was  set  aside  by  this  Council  tio 
days  ago.  There  are,  however,  a  few  amendr 
ments  in  it,  but  they  are  of  no  particular  ooD- 
sequence.  The  following  words  are  attscfasl 
to  the  27th  clause :  "  Eor  the  purposes  of  tte 
and  the  next  succeeding  four  sections,  tlM  ex- 
pression *  local  authority*  shall  include  » 
Borough  Council  that  has  issued  debentons 
imder  the  Act  therein  mentioned."  The  woids 
"local  bodies"  have  been  inserted  aftei tbe 
word  '*  authority."  And  then,  section  46Ui 
new  section  aJtogether :  it  is  as  follows  :— 

<«The  Treasurer  may  cause  any  scrips 
debentures  which  may  be  issued  under  ^ 
Part  of  this  Act  to  be  converted  into  stock,  ao^ 
inscribed  in  the  manner  provided  by  *  The  Ke' 
Zealand  Colonial -inscrioed  Stock  Loan  Act. 
1882,'  or  may,  in  lieu  of  issuing  such  scrip  or 
debentures,  cause  an  equivalent  amount  to  be 
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isozibed  in  the  manner  aforesaid ;  and  all  the 
EOTisions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  Act,  ex- 
ipting  those  contained  in  the  third,  fourth, 
nih^  and  sixth  sections,  shall  apply  to  stock 
kscxibed   under  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 

These  are  the  difierences  between  the  Bill 
)t  aside  and  the  present  one.  I  mpve,  That 
us  BUI  be  now  lesid.  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— It  is  as  well  that 
Of&oarftble  members  should  be  aware  of  the 
wst  that  this  is  not  the  same  Bill  altogether 
tiat  "was  authorized  to  be  set  aside ;  but  the 
nly  portion  of  the  difierence  it  contains  which 

will  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Council 
ow  is  the  paragraph  of  the  87th  clause, — 

**  If  no  sum  be  so  appropriated  in  any  finan- 
ial  year,  the  Treasurer  ma^  make  loans  under 
he  authority  of  this  Act  in  such  year  to  a 
otal  amount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thou- 
and  pounds,  and  such  amount  shall  be  in 
iddition  to  any  loans  agreed  by  the  Treasurer 
io  be  made  previously  but  not  yet  complete." 

It  was  intended  tii&t  this  &ould  be  struck 
MLt  of  the  clause  altogether,  but  it  escaped 
nmehow,  and  comes  back  to  us  in  the  form  we 
aow  have  it  in.  I  consider  the  Oouncil  would 
be  wanting  in  its  duty  to  the  colony  if  it  passed 
nch  a  clause  as  this,  because  it  is  permitting 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  at  his  own  free-will  to 
appropriate  £200,000  just  as  he  pleases.  I  do 
not  think  such  a  proposition  was  ever  enter- 
tained in  any  deliberative  Assembly  before. 
However,  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of  bad  legis- 
lation this  session,  and  I  think  we  are  fairly 
beginning  to  shoot  Niagara.  I  feel  satisfied 
this  is  merely  an  addition  to  the  bad  legislation 

that  has  taken  place  already,  and  I  intend  to 

move,  when  in  Committee,  that  that  portion  of 

dause  37  be  expunged. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  my  duty 

to  state  to  members  of  the  Council  that  an 

amendment  of  that  sort  cannot  be  put. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NORTH    ISLAND    MAIN    TRUNK    RAIL- 
WAY LOAN  APPLICATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the 
Korth  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Appli- 
cation Bill, 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRARER  said,— I  wish  to 
■ay  a  few  words  on  this  Bill  before  it  goes  into 
Committee,  because  I  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  on  the  second  reading.  I  do  not 
agree  with  what  some  honourable  members 
have  said  with  reference  to  this  Bill.  I  think 
the  Native  Minister  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  nego- 
tiations with  the  Natives.  He  had  to  deal 
with  a  Maori  nobleman  of  very  acute  intellect, 
and  who  had  not  a  very  high  opinion  of  our 
honesty;  and  he  would  never  have  permitted 
the  land  to  be  sold  until  he  got  a  guarantee 
that  the  railway  was  to  be  made.  I  think  Mr. 
Ballance  has  shown,  in  these  transactions  with 
the  Natives,  that  he  deserves  the  confidence  of 
this  House. 
1^  committed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


MINING  BILL. 

IN  COHMITTBE. 

Clause  8. — Existing  rights  not  affected. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  th& 
clause  be  postponed. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  12. 

Acland 

Grace 

Swan  son 

Bonar 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Brett 

Peter 

Williamson 

Eraser 

PoUen 
Noes,  T. 

Wilson. 

Barnicoat 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 

Bathgate 

McLean 

Walker. 

Buckley 

Majority  for. 

5. 

Clause  postponed. 

Progress  reported. 

DEEDS  AND  INSTRUMENTS  REGIS- 
TRATION BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  hope  the 
Council  will  read  this  Bill  a  second  time, 
for  this  reason:  that  there  is  a  portion  of  it 
which  I  think  will  be  very  useful,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  when  we  get  into  Committee  wo 
shall  be  able  to  amend  the  Bill  and  make  it 
more  useful. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  think  this  Bill 
on  the  whole  is  a  good  one.  There  are  por- 
tions of  it  which  I  very  much  admire — very 
much' more,  I  am  sure,  than  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  does.  I  admire  the  Bill 
now  more  than  I  did  on  hearing  the  lucid 
remarks  that  were  made  by  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  in  charge  on  the  motion  for  its  second 
reading,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  has  just  stated  that  the  Bill  looks  much 
better  since  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  look-  ' 
ing  into  it  than  it  did  from  the  introductory 
remarks.  The  Bill  is  a  very  simple  one ;  and 
I  trust  honourable  members  read  their  Bills 
before  they  come  on  for  discussion.  I  stated 
the  principles  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker  took  exception  to  the  words 
I  used — that  it  would  require  special  personal 
attendance.  I  am  advised  that  it  does  re- 
quire special  personal  attendance.  I  did  not 
mean  to  say  that,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, for  instance,  had  a  deed  to  register, 
it  required  his  personal  attendance  ;  but 
it  requires  some  one  representing  him  to  be 
specially  present.  That  is  all  I  stated.  I  said 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  any  one 
to  give  his  special  personal  attendance.  All 
that  a  person  would  have  to  do  would  be  to 
hand  over  the  deed  to  the  agent — the  Post- 
master, for  example — and  he  would  forward  it 
to  be  registered,  and  it  would  come  back  again 
without  his  having  to  go  to  the  offioe  at  all.  TJie 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  remarked  that  it  was  strange 
that  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Seorctaiy  did  not 

take  charge  of  this  Bill.    The  Coloj-^*  *" 

tary  I  know  has  his  hands  pretty  f^ 
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can  give  him  &ny  assistance  I  feol  it  my  dnty 
to  do  so.  It  is  not  I  who  court  the  taking- 
charge  of  these  Bills.  I  would  far  rather  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  take  charge 
•of  these  Bills  himself.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  work  on  my 
honourable  colleague. 

Ameudment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  ten 
•o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    KEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Cth  Atigust,  IbtiS. 


Midlnnd  Railw»v--Surv»->  (if  (.'oast— Siirin»:ston  Tole- 
plume— Homehlf'iitl  S\  stom — \  oiuntfers— hiipnly 
t)I  statuli'j.  to  liiliraries-- PaMiiiir^t^rs—  Maka- 
toku  Mjvtaimiu  llulway  —  AtiHiimri  Ti'loplione 
—  Niitiv«*  l.nii'irt  i'iur)niM»~  Hotormi  Kaihvay— 
Ottikm  llHii\\«\-statun;  V()hint«*«-r  riavs-rtriiii?— 
W.iikoiuiili  N.itivos  -  Now  ZihIjiihI  A»,'ri«u;tiiral 
(\Miij».i»v  —  l*rmtm^i  |>a]U'r  —  Tiiiwal  I  Watt  rtoii 
T»«l«'tiiii>h  —  MeTMl'tr.H"  Tol»').'raiUH  -(Jovorninont 
Lilr  Iii'^uraucc  liill--Harboun»  Bill— Distiilatiou 
— Supi.ly. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

pRAYEIiS. 

Minr.AND  liAlLW.W. 

Mr.  SKDDON  a>kod  the  Minister  for  Public 
\Voiks,  WlulluT  ho  will  make  arran^emi-nts  to 
have  siipphtd  to  lUtiubvTK  an  mUiitioiial  num- 
ber i»f  copies  of  the  re]H>rt  by  Mr.  \V.  N.  Llair, 
C.K.  (ISvM)),  on  the  Midland  Haihvay ;  also, 
whether  the  M mister  will  supply  free  of  cost 
to  the  various  litcniry  societies.  County  Coun- 
cils, and  Borough  Councils  in  Canterbury, 
WestLuul,  and  Ntlson,  copies  of  the  said  re- 
pt^rt  ?  He  mi«ht  say  tliat  great  dis^ati^faction 
existed  among  members  because  but  few  of 
them  had  been  able  to  get  more  than  a  sinqle 
copy  of  this  report.  The  mforniatiun  contained 
in  the  report  was  so  valuable  that  the  more 
widespread  the  repv»rt  was  the  better  for  ihe 
country.  Persons  who  had  no  idea  whatever 
of  the  character  of  the  country  referred  to  were 
now  awake  to  the  fact  that  it  w;\s  far  more 
valuable  than  it  Wi\s  previou.sly  undei^tood  to  be. 
He  had  received  communications  from  tifteen 
or  twmty  p«'r^ons  a^^wlng  forcopitsof  this  re- 
port, and  thought  that  the  local  Ik\'»:«.s,  at  all 
events,  sliould  bo  supplied  with  thtm.  He 
hojvd  the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  gtt 
more  copies  of  the  n  jv^rt  printed,  as  it  secmtd 
to  him  tlio  matter  wivs  one  of  colonial  im- 
p<.^rtanco. 

Mr.  K.  rvlCHArvDSON  said  a  very  Iat^c 
number  of  a}>piie.\tions  had  been  received  from 
ditlorent  p.vits  of  tl)0  co.vM\v  for  th:s  nrort. 
He  had  made  inquiries,  and  found  th.*:  aiKUit 
l,7i.V  copies  had  been  v^^^tid  and  ciioulated, 
and  that  the  ts^v  had  Kvu  di>;i:bu:ed.  It 
would  cost  alMUt  s.  •i)  to  gi  t  the  r^^vn  set  up 
agiun  auvl  print. %).  but.  as  then?  was  a  great 
amount  of  nifo:ir.ai-on  in  the  rcjv^rt  and  m  the 
lua^vs,  and  »i>  ilio  subject  w»is  one  of  much  in- 


terest,  he  thought  it  better  that  it  sboold  h 
reprinted,  and  proposed  to  give  instnictiai 
accordingly. 

SURVEY  OP  COAST. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  of  V*m. 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  recent  volcanic  @- 
turbances,  and  having  regard  to  the  diem- 
stance  that  the  nautical  8ur\-ey  of  the  5er 
Zealand  coast  was  left  incomplete  bv  tsi 
Admiralty,  and  that  such  survev  is  expedioi 
in  its  beajring  upon  seismological  science,  cpoi 
increased  safety  to  life  and  propertv,  u  «e£ 
as  upon  the  development  of  oar  decpsa 
fisheries,  the  Government  will,  dining  tb 
recess,  take  into  consideration  the  qaestioa  d 
the  completion  of  such  sorvcy,  with  the  tH, 
if  possible,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship?,  or  ot^ 
wise  ?  The  question  W8is  one  which,  in  Is 
opinion,  was  of  very  mnch  larger  importance 
than  many  honourable  members  were  avancf. 
It  was  only  natural  that,  having  beenftstia, 
and  his  sympathies  being  still  with  those  of  bs 
profession,  he  should  endeavour  to  get  otka 
interested  in  the  subject.  Even  under  ordinKT 
conditions,  when  their  essentially  nuhtiiM 
diaiactcr  and  thousands  of  miles  of  sc&bouc 
\%  t  re  considered,  it  vpbs  extremc-ly  desirable 
that  they  should  have  full  and  accurate  sztk'^ 
of  tlie  coast ;  and,  in  view  of  the  recfcDt  vdcaac 
disiurbances,  some  steps  in  this  direction  bifi 
bec<Mi!e  absolutely  imperative.  Long  before  la 
settled  in  the  colony  he  had  heard  it  alleg«i 
by  seafaring  men  that  some  volcanic  distai^ 
ance  which  took  place  many  years  ago  hi 
affected  materially  the  soundings  of  this  coast: 
and,  tiie  alteration  being  in  the  directioa  <:< 
the  diminution  of  water,  that  seemed  to  bim 
to  have  an  extremely  important  bearrg  in 
reftnnce  to  the  safety  of  life  and  prcperty. 
He  just  wished  to  glance  briefly  at  it  frca 
another  point  of  view.  Nothing  had  astoci.«hfd 
him  in  this  colony  more  than  the  mariaun 
ent<  rprisc  of  its  inhabitants.  They  had  here* 
coastal  and  intercolonial  service  which,  in  his 
opinion — and  he  spoke  with  very  much  iw« 
e.\i>orience  than  most  seafaring  men  of  his  on 
a;;e — was  one  of  which  New  Zealand  coloDbli 
mn:ht  be  proud,  and  which  was  in  his  opBict 
suptrior  to  that  of  any  other  countir  in  il* 
wv'rld.  He  thought  that  the  Government ongbt 
to  rtspond  generously  to  such  enterprise  on  tji 
part  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and  tiw 
>te}^s  in  the  direction  of  preserving— to  sptt* 
from  a  low  point  of  view — the  floating  c^>i* 
of  those  companies.  It  would  be  univeB»*ly 
conc»xlid  by  all  thinking  men  that,  when  tittj 
considered  "that  they  li\-ed  in  a  highly  volc«Jie 
country,  any  contribution  to  their  knowicY 
of  s«.ismic  science  such  as  this  survey  mig" 
al?^  rd  was  extremelv  desirable. 

>:r.  LAKNACH'rt'plie<l  that,  so  far,  ij 
ii- '.leaiion  of  any  necessity  for  a  resurreyw 
;'.e  coast  had  come  before  the  GowflJ* 
mcnt.  The  *•  Hinemoa  '*  was  up  by  tw 
hast  Coast  just  after  the  late  eruption,  »■ 
no  diilercnce  was  noticed  in  the  depth  of  *J* 
water  near  the  coast.  Daring  the  recess  tw 
Gowrnnieut    would    send    the    "  Hinemoa 
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mnd  tbat  part  of  the  coast  again  in  order 

make  soandings.  He  might  say  that  the 
B&culties  resulting  and  occasioned  by  this 
Icanio  eruption  had  been  very  much  over- 
ted.  For  instance,  it  was  supposed  that  all 
e  land  in  the  district  had  been  destroyed  or 
ndered  useless.  Now,  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
legram  which  he  had  just  received  from  the 
ayor  of  Tauranga,  addressed  to  the  Premier, 
iioh  would,  no  doubt,  be  of  interest  to  the 
oti«e.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  a  good-sized 
rm  liad  been  sold  just  recently  by  auction, 
alizing  over  £6  per  acre ;  which  certainly  was 
ry  reassuring. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  like  the  honour- 
>le  gentleman  to  give  an  answer  as  to  whether 
le  Government  would  communicate  with  the 
Dperial  authorities  with  a  view  of  getting  one 

Her  Majesty's  ships  to  make  a  survey. 
Mr.  JLARNACH  said  that  the  Qovemment 
Duld  have  no  objection  to  do  so,  but  he  did 
Jt  think  much  good  would  come  from  it.  He 
Id  not  think  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
tnd  any  ship  to  do  the  work,  but  they  might 
lace  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  one  or 
iro  officers. 

Sir  G.  GREY  had  no  doubt  whatever  that 
le  Home  Government  would  order  a  survey 
:  applied  to.  At  the  present  time  they  were 
anying  on  a  survey  of  Australia,  and  he  had  a 
liter  the  other  day  from  the  officer  in  charge 
f  the  survey.  He  was  sure  that  the  Hydro- 
laphical  Branch  of  the  Admiralty  would  have 
he  survey  made  if  asked,  as  the  Imperial  Go- 
emment  really  charged  themselves  with  the 
tuty  of  providing  for  the  navigation  of  the 
rorid. 

Hr.  LARNAGH  had  already  stated  that  the 
^vemment  would  have  no  objection  to  make 
[Qch  an  application  during  the  recess. 

SPRINGSTON  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Commissioner 
)1  Telegraphs,  Whether  ho  will  provide  for  the 
Bstablishment  of  a  telephone  station  at  Springs- 
kon,  on  the  Southbridge  line  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  he  had  had  this 
question  inquired  into.  They  were  not  under- 
taking any  new  works  imtil  next  year,  when 
this  Ime  would  be  made. 

HOMESTEAD  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Wh&t  has  been  done  to  give  effect  to  the  home- 
Btead  clauses  of  the  Land  Act  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Otago? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  set  aside  three  thousand  acres 
near  Waikawa  Harbour.  The  Land  Board  had 
let  aside  a  thousand  acres  near  the  harbour ;  but 
it  was  found  that  it  had  been  allotted  for  the 
crofters,  and  it  was  not  thought  wise  to  disturb 
that  arrangement  until  the  agent  who  had  been 
*ent  Home  forwarded  his  final  report.  The 
'Government  had  now  selected  three  thousand 
•cws  in  what  they  believed  to  be  a  suitable 
Potion,  and,  if  the  Land  Board  agreed  to  the 
recommendation,  the  land  would  be  set  aside 
•for  the  system. 


VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
— -(1.)  Why  is  all  mention  of  the  fact  that 
certain  Volunteer  officers  held  rank  in  Her 
Majesty *s  army  or  navy  omitted  in  the  **  New 
Zealand  Army  List,*'  whereas  full  paiticulara 
are  given  in  the  same  list  of  the  sei-^ice^  of 
Militia  officers,  the  Militia  being  a  paper  forco 
and  the  Volunteer  Force  being  a  reality  ? 
(2.)  With  regard  to  long-service  niedala,  will 
broken  service  be  allowed  to  reckon,  or  ger^ice 
in  Her  Majesty's  army  or  navy,  or  seiTice  in  the 
British  Volunteer  Forces  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied,  with  reference  to 
the  first  part  of  the  question,  that  it  ^vaB  a  fact 
that  the  "  New  Zealand  Army  List "  did  not 
contain  the  names  of  Volunteer  ofliccrs,  and 
he  saw  no  justification  at  all  for  that  omission, 
which  would  be  repaired  in  future,  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  question,  it  ^vuh  intended 
that  long-service  medals  should  l>o  given  to 
Volunteers  after  twenty  years'  Borvicc  ;  mid 
there  would  also  be  good-conduct  and  lor:g- 
service  medals  for  the  police. 

SUPPLY  OF  STATUTES  TO  LIBRABIKH. 

Mr.  IVESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
he  will  cause  the  statutes  passed  during  each 
session  of  Parliament  to  be  supplied  to  the 
various  libraries  in  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  these  libraries  were 
for  the  first  time  last  year  supplied  with  the 
statutes  of  the  colony ;  and  it  was  proposed 
this  year  to  pursue  the  same  course. 

PAYMASTERS. 

Mr.  REESE  asked  the  Colonial  TieasJUfcr, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern uient  to  esta^ 
blish  paymasters  in  each  of  the  provincial 
districts,  as  promised  by  him  hutt  session  7 
Great  delay  took  place  in  the  payment  of  con- 
tractors throughout  the  colony,  and  during  the 
session  he  had  had  several  applien.cionii  to  hunt 
up  payments  in  the  Buildings  here.  He  found 
now  that  complaints  were  coming  from  con- 
tractors in  Otago  to  the  sajne  i fleet;,  and  ho 
knew  that  great  inconvenience  waH  eaused  by 
such  delays.  In  the  early  day^^  of  the  public 
works  policy  the  Government  appointed  pay- 
masters in  the  several  districts. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  was  not  intended  to 
appoint  paymasters  in  the  various  part^  of  tho 
colony,  as  the  cost  would  be  very  }ieavy ;  but  a 
plan  had  been  maturing  for  some  inoiiths,  and 
he  hoped  to  give  effect  to  it  almost  imniediately 
after  the  session.  There  were  many  difficul- 
ties in  the  way,  but  he  hoped  that  the  cnnineerfl 
in  charge  of  public  works  would  by  end  bled  to 
make  payments  at  once  without  reference  to 
Wellington.  The  honourable  member  did  not 
in  the  least  exaggerate  the  importance  of  the 
matter.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they  paid 
more  heavily  for  their  con  tracts  ^  because  con- 
tractors knew  of  the  difficulties  and  the  time 
that  elapsed  before  payment  wasi  jnade.  On 
account  of  that  this  new  system  was^  ]3ropoRed. 
It  was  one  which  required  more  safeguards : 
but  he  thought  he  might  say  that  the  PubU^^ 
Works  Department  and  the  Treaiuiy  were  ' 
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far  agreed  that  he  hoped  that  in  a  month  or 
so  they  would  be  able  to  carry  it  out. 

MAKATOKU-MATAMAU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SMITH  a&ked  the  Minister  for  PabUo 
Works,  If  instructiooB  have  been  given  to  fence 
the  piece  of  railway -line  between  Makatokn 
and  Mataman,  as  promised  some  time  ago  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  instruc- 
tions were  given  some  days  ago  to  have  this 
small  piece  of  fencing  done. 

ATIAMURI  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Commissioner  of  Tele- 
graphs, Whether  the  Qovemment  will  this  year 
place  a  telephone  at  Atiamuri,  so  as  to  connect 
the  telegraph  stations  at  Waotu,  Rotorua,  and 
Tapuaeharuru  with  that  place  ?  This  place 
was  at  the  junction  of  the  Napier,  Tauranga, 
and  Cambriii^^'  Roods,  and  it  was  equidistant 
from  the  tele^niph  stations  mentioned  in  the 
question,  beiu}^'  about  thirty  miios  from  each 
place.  The  telt  graph  line  passed  close  by  the 
hotel  there,  so  that  the  cost  of  connecting 
with  the  telephone  would  only  be  that  of  a 
few  yards  of  wire  and  four  teleplionc  instru- 
ments. The  want  of  this  communication  had 
been  vcr>'  mucli  felt  in  the  past,  especially  to 
Europeans  travelling  the  roads.  Over  a  thou- 
sand Europeans  travelled  that  road  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  and  also  as  many  as  fifty 
thousand  sheep,  besides  a  great  number  of  large 
cattle  on  their  way  to  the  northern  markets 
from  the  south,  pasi>cd  that  way  in  a  year. 
He  believed  that  if  the  telephone  were  placed 
there  the  hotolkeeper — a  person  of  excellent 
character — would  be  only  too  gleul  to  undertake 
the  manaj?emtnt,  under  the  usual  conditions. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  he  had  inquired 
into  this  matt<.r,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
it  \it4S  not  practicable.  The  wires  to  which  the 
honourable  member  referred  were  telegraph- 
v^iro>.  \vhich  could  not  be  worked  in  connection 
with  the  telephone.  It  would  cost  a  thousand 
>K»iinds,  at  lea^t.  to  moke  a  connection  with 
Taupo  and  Atiiimuri,  and  the  settlement  was 
not  yet  m  such  a  state  as  to  warrant  such  an 
exivnditure. 

Sir.  (iKACE  wa.«?  under  the  impression  that 
the  ordin.\ry  t<K graph- wire  could  bo  used  for 
telephone  p;irT\^«.es, 

Sir  J.  VOtiKL  said  it  could  not  be  useil  in- 
discriminately for  botli  purposes. 

NATIVE  LANDS  PURCHASE. 
Mr.  CiKACE  asked  the  Native  Minister. 
Whether  it  is  tl.e  intention  of  the  Ciovemment 
during  the  recess  to  adopt  more  vigorous  mea- 
sures tluui  have  l>oen  hitherto  taken  to  coni- 
ploto  the  r.ci^oti.Uions  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Wative  huivis  in  the  vicinitv  of  T.\urangA.  and 
also  on  the  wot  side  of  the  Wai/.ou  River, 
Thiunes  Valley,  with  a  >new  to  t'.ie  e  iriy  settle- 
ment of  tlio  extensive  unoccupievi  lands  in  those 
liKAlities?  Seli'.oment  m  this  nt»ichiH>urhood, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  seitleri.  h:i.i  b*»en  very 
much  reiaixlod  owing  to  the  fact  of  ilu-^e  l.uids 
btMiK  rtllowiHl  to  lie  uniK^cupicii  in  the  hands 
of  tlie  Mrtoris  lor  such   a  long  time.     In  the 


hope  that  the  <jovemment  would  expedite  ^  { 
purchase  of  those  lands  he  mm  siked  i^^ 
question.  | 

Mr.  BALLANCE  oonM  not  give  the  haeea*- 1 
able  gentleman  a  promise  that  tiisEe  hak  \ 
would  be  acquired ;  but  the  matter  would  ^i 
carefully  considered.  It  was  the  intentifB  if] 
the  Government  immediately  after  the  sessa  { 
to  consider  the  whole  question  of  the  ]iiiiilnw  j 
of  Native  lands  in  relation  to  the  Nsthe  LsbI  ' 
Administration  Act  which  had  been  passed. 

ROTORUA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Minister  for  Pid» ' 
Works,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  G»> 
vemment  to  call  for  tenders  for  the  wosno-  ■ 
tion  of  a  section  of  the  MorrinsviUe-BoUsaa  | 
Railway-line  at  the  Rotomaend;  sndwbetba,  : 
in  connection  therewith,  it  is  intended  tc  stf  ^ 
apart  some  of  the  Crown  lands  idoog  Mutlm  \ 
for  village  settlements,  in  the  same  maimer » 
has  been  done  in  the  Seventy-Mile  Bosh?  lh$  ; 
letting  of  a  section  at  the  Rotoma  end  woeM  '■ 
greatly  accelerate  the  completion  of  the  liae^  i 
and  be  a  good  opportunity  for  zelieviz2|  tkf 
depression    and    allaying    the   apprdt^ics 
caused  in  the  district  by  the  rec^it  vokaak 
eruptions.     The  land  at  the  Rotoroa  eod  d 
the  line,  near  the  bush,  was  specially  fitted  iar 
village  settlement,  the  land  being exoepti0ia£7 
good,  and,  if  settled  by  a  suitable  elss  d  •. 
labourers,  who  would  find  employment  os^ 
railway  works  asked  for,  it  would,  in  a  jeer  s 
two,  lead  to  the  prosperous  settlement  of  t 
large  number  of  families  at  that  end  of  tht 
line. 

^Ir.  E.  RICHARDSON  said,  as  to  tiie  &i» 
part  of  the  question,  the  Government  were  Dal 
yet  in  a  position  to  call  for  tenders.  The  saz- 
vey  was  complete  or  nearly  so ;  but  the  vs(^ 
would  have  to  be  delayed,  because  itvasseeo- 
sar\',  owing  to  recent  disturbances  in  tlie  d& 
triet,  to  consider  the  exact  route  that  shoolfibi 
taken.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the  qnestkia, 
the  Minister  of  Lands  authorized  him  tosalf 
that  some  Wllages  would  be  laid  outslcogtbi 
line. 

OTAKIA  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Minister  for  PflWit 
Works,  Whether  he  will  provide  the  requisite 
facilities  for  loading  sheep  and  cattle  6^^ 
Otakia  Railway-station?  He  asked  theqoes- 
tion  in  consequence  of  an  application  hsiiil  ' 
been  made  to  him.  , 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  no  applieatia 
had   reached   the    department ;  but  inqoiii^  | 
would  be  made.  i 

VOLUNTEER  CLASS-FIRING. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Defence  Minis^^'*  . 
Whether,  in  the  new  Yolonteer  RegnlaticsB. 
he  will  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  Volofr  ^ 
teers    going   through  class  -  firing  to  qB4^y  i 
them    for  capitation,    and,    in  hen  tberwv  j 
will  direct  that  every  member  of  a  Volnnte* 
corps  shall  fire  forty  rounds  of  ball-cartiiap 
as   tariiet-practice,    such   beJl-practioe  to  »  ' 
iinvier  the  supervision  of  a  commis 


uou-commissioned  officer,  and  a  rel 


tamofsacl* 
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shooting  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Defence  Office 
on  the  Slat  of  December  in  each  year  ?  The 
matter  was  one  he  had  taken  great  interest 
in  for  many  years,  and  it  was  one  that  was 
generally  taken  an  interest  in  by  those  who 
hod  any  experience  in  it.  Under  the  present 
regolations,  every  Volunteer,  to  be  returned  for 
capitation,  had  to  go  through  judging-distance 
l»»botice,  and  had  to  fire  forty  shots  at  a  target 
—ten  shots  standing  at  200yd.,  ten  kneeling, 
and  twenty  in  any  position  at  a  second-class 
target  at  ^DOyd.  This  latter  part  of  the  regu- 
lations was  absurd.  The  rifte  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  raw  recruit,  and,  without  know- 
ing anything  of  the  effect  of  windage,  or  the 
san's  reflection — ^before  he  scarcely  knew  how 
to  load — ^he  had  to  fire  the  forty  shots,  which 
was  simply  throwing  the  ammunition  away. 
He  hoped  that,  under  the  new  regulations 
which  he  understood  were  to  be  issued^  it 
would  be  provided  that  the  fiting  shoulet  be 
andef  proper  instruction,  and  not  a  sheer 
throwing-away  of  the  ammunition,  as  now. 
This  would  tend  to  make  infinitely  better  shots 
than  the  present  system  could,  and  the  ammu- 
nition supplied  oy  the  country  to  the  Volunteers 
would  be  properly  used,  instead  of  so  much 
of  it  being  merely  thrown  away.  The  question 
was  one  of  vital  importance,  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  give 
lua  attention  to  the  suggestion  he  had  made. 

Mr.  BALLANOE  said  they  had  not  made 
such  progress  in  the  consideration  of  the 
sabject  as  to  lead  them  to  the  conclusion  that 
clasis-firing  should  be  done  away  with  altoge- 
ther. He  thought  class-firing  should  be  main- 
tained: but  the  honourable  member  had  made 
a  valuable  suggestion,  which  should  receive  due 
consideration.  The  new  regulations,  before 
being  issued,  would  be  circulated  among  the 
Volunteers  throughout  the  country,  and  no 
doubt  mcuiy  useful  suggestions  expressing  the 
mind  of  the  Volunteers  would  be  received.  He 
hoped  this  would  satisfy  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  would  move  the  ad- 
joamment  of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  add 
one  or  two  remarks  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  honourable  member  who  asked  the  ques- 
tion. The  absurdity  of  the  thing  was  that  the 
forty  rounds  might  be  fired  in  the  air :  if  every 
shot  missed  it  counted,  and  had  the  same  effect 
as  if  the  buirs-eye  was  hit  every  time.  It  was 
the  same  with  judging  distances  :  so  many  dis- 
tances had  to  be  judged,  and  it  did  not  matter 
whether  those  judging  judged  right  or  wrong. 
The  Yolnnteer  might  fire  in  the  air,  and  it  ^as 
til  the  same  es  qualifying. 

Mr.  BALIiANOE.— Why  should  they  fire  in 
the  air? 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  the  Volunteer 
night  if  he  liked,  and  he  still  passed.    It  was 
ill  the  same  if  he  fired  in  the  air  or  hit  th'e 
mrget  every  time. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

WAIKOUAITI  NATIVES. 

Mr,  PARATA  asked  the  Government,  What 

leps  they  are  going  to  take  with  reference  to 
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the  petition  of  Natives  in  the  Middle  Island 
residing  at  Waikouaiti  regarding  the  Grown 
and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  which  has  been 
put  in  force  in  their  district  since  the  year 
1832  to  the  year  1885  ?  None  of  these  rates  on 
Native  land  were  spent  on  roads  which  bene- 
fited the  Natives,  who  themselves  made  the 
roads  within  their  own  boundaries.  The 
Natives  petitioned  that  the  rates  should  be 
paid  back  by  the  County  CSouncil  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasury;  otherwise  the  Natives  would 
have  to  repay  them  hereafter.  The  lands 
would  be  divided  up  shortly,  and,  if  the  money 
were  kept  and  spent  on  road-making  through 
the  lands,  then  the  Natives  would  not  objoct ; 
bat,  as  it  was,  the  Maoris  there  were  in  this 
position:  that  they  would  ultimately  have  t> 
repay  to  the  Treasury  the  rates  that  had  been 
advanced  on  account  of  their  land,  without 
'having  received  any  benefit  whatever  from  the 
spending  of  the  funds. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
petition  during  the  recess,  and  a  reply  to  that 
effect  had  been  sent  to  the  petitioners. 

NEW  ZEALAND  AGRICULTURAL  COM- 
PANY. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands 
the  date  of  a  private  letter,  said  to  have  been 
received  from  Mr.  Lamaoh*  when  he  was  in 
England,  inviting  the  Premier  and  others  to 
take  shares  in  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural 
Company ;  the  date  on  which  that  letter  was 
received  here ;  and  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  question 
seemed  to  be  somewhat  mysterious,  and  he 
could  not  understand  why  it  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  Minister  of  Lands.  It  was  not 
the  custom  of  the  Lands  Department  to  file 
private  letters,  and,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  knew  of  no  such  letter.  It  appeared,  ac- 
cording to  the  honourable  gentleman's  ques- 
tion, that  it  was  the  then  Premier  (Sir  G. 
Grey)  who  had  received  the  letter,  and  of  course 
it  was  for  the  Premier,  if  that  was  so,  to  pro- 
duce it. 

Sir  G.  GREY  might  explain  that  Sir  George 
Whitmore,  in  a  speech  in  another  place,  had 
furnished  particulars  of  this  letter  in  part ;  and 
the  name  of  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  coupled  with  it.  He  was  sorry  if  he  had 
made  smy  mistake  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  put  this  question,  but  he  had  thought  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  the  propec 
person  to  apply  to.  His  reason  for  putting  the 
question  was  this :  that  he  had  not  heard  or 
seen  anything  of  this  letter  until  Sir  George 
Whitmore  had  quoted  its  contents,  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  importance  to  him  that  he  should 
see  the  letter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  only  say  that  he  had 
no  recollection  of  such  a  letter,  nor  had  he  any 
recollection  of  the  speech  made  by  Sir  George 
Whitmore.  It  must  have  been  made  many 
years  ago. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  that  perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman^ would  read  the  speech. 
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Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  given  particulars  when 
asking  his  question. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that,  as  his  name  had 
been  mixed  up  in  this  affair,  perhaps  he  might 
be  allowed  to  say  that,  if  the  nonourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  East  had  desired  to  see  his 
private  letters,  he  should  have  had  the  manli- 
ness and  straightforwardness  to  come  to  him 
and  ask  to  bo  allowed  to  see  them,  or  he  might 
have  gone  to  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
addressed,  or  ho  might  have  moved,  for  what 
it  was  worth,  that  his  (Mr.  Lamach*s)  private- 
letter  book  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
Ho  (Mr.  Lamoch)  might  add  that  he  had 
no  recollection  of  over  having  written  such  a 
letter  as  that  which  had  been  referred  to.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City,  not  only  during  this  session 
and  last  session,  but  for  some  years  past,  had 
lost  no  opix^rtunity  of  referring  to  other  people's 
aflairs  in  terms  unworthy  and 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reminded  the  honourable 
gontlcman  that,  in  personal  explanation,  he 
could  not  introduce  matter  which  must  lead 
to  debate. 

Mr.  LARNACII  would  only  say,  then,  that 
he  had  never  written  such  a  letter,  and  that, 
if  he  had  done  so,  it  was  no  business  whatever 
of  the  honourable. pontlcman  to  interfere  in  his 
privato  affairs.  The  honourable  gentleman 
(Sir  (>.  Grey)  was  a  little  too  fond  of  that  sort 
of  thing. 

Sir  (t.  GRP^Y  might  be  allowed  to  explain 
that  the  statement  in  the  letter,  as  it  appeared, 
was  that  an  invitation  had  been  sent  to  him 
to  juiu  tlie  Agricultural  Company;  and  that 
was  a  matter  in  which  ho  was  intimately  con- 
cerned, lie  wislied  to  interfere  with  no  pcr- 
f^on's  private  business;  but,  if  such  a  letter  had 
been  sent,  he  luul  only  to  say  that  it  had  never 
reached  him.  lie  wished  to  ascertain  if  such 
a  letter  had  been  sent. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  O.  GREY,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  there  he  laid  on  the  table  copies  of 
all  letters  and  telegrams  which  passed  between 
Sir  Cieorgo  Grey  and  Sir  Julius  Vogel  relative 
to  tlie  latter  hoKling  the  ofhco  of  director  in 
the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company  whilst 
ho  was  Agent- General  of  this  colony. 

PRINTING-PAPER. 

^fr.  GORE  a«Jied  the  Minister  for  Public 
^Vo^ks,  If  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
printing  a  bonus  for  the  manufacture  of  print- 
ing paper  in  the  colony?  Efforts  had  been 
made  to  st^xrt  this  industry,  but,  like  all  new 
inilustrios,  it  had  a  gooil  deal  to  contend  with. 
This  niilustry  gave  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  men,  an.l  used  tli'e  natural  products  of 
the  colony;  and  he  thought  that  a  little  judi- 
cious t\ssist.  nee  from  the  Government  would 
enable  the  inJusiry  to  bo  carried  on  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue, 

Mr.  E.  RICH.VROSON  said  that  the  matter 
would  bo  consiilertHl  bv  the  Governuient,  with 
other  bonusei:,  darirg  the  rtjccss. 


TINWALD-WATERTON  TELEGB 
Mr.  IVESS  asked  the  Commiiawmffl 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  take 
ascertain  the  desirability  of  extending  thet 
graph  from  Tinwald  to  Waterton,  Loogbi 
district?  A  very  large  jrapulation  had& 
in  this  district,  the  last  census  returns  sh^i 
that  it  had  reached  1,155.  If  sny  of  i 
people  wished  to  send  a  telegram  titer  \ 
travel  a  distance  of  ten  miles  to  Tinwald.  viil 
was  a  great  inconvenience.  If  the 
saw  his  way  to  extend  the  telephone  the  i 
dents  in  the  district  would  be  disposetl  toir 
up  the  deficiency,  if  any,  that  might  \ 
curred  in  working  the  line. 

Sir  J.  VOGEIi  replied  that  there  i 
no    possible    objection    to   "  aaoertaiaiog  J 
desirability,"  but  it  was  not  proposed  to  g 
take  any  new  works  during  the  cnzrent ; 

MEMBERS'  TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE  asked  the  Po 
Gteneral,  If  he  will  take  such  steps  as  i 
necessary  to  enable  members  of  the  \ 
of  Representatives,  during  session,  to  i 
layed  telegrams  to  their  constituents  on  ; 
matters  at,  sav,  double  the  prices  ch 
Press  messages? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  was  somewhat  o 
to  answer  this  question.     He  recognisd  t 
there  were  many  communications 
members  to  their  constituents  which  < 
such  a  character  that,  if  sent  by  Minkteis,t| 
would  certainly  be   franked;    and  it 
hardly  fair  that  members  should  be  \ 
a  disadvantap^e  in  this  respect.    Bat,  < 
other  hand,  the  price  at  which  the  ' 
member  asked  to  have  these  messages  s 
such  that  it  would  not  pay  the 
In  the  case  of  Press  messages  the  < 
resulted  in  loss  to  the  department.    Hc<^ 
he  would  undertake   to  consider  the 
during  the  recess,  and  see  what  was  the  \ 
rate  at  which  these  messages  might  be  s 
members  without  loss  to  the  department,  I 
what  facilities  could  be  given. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Postmast€r-C 
ral  if  ho  would  also   take   into 
the  desirability  of  allowing  members  to  i 
telegrams  to  the  Government  on  public  s 
free  of  cost. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  where  thebnsi 
was  purely  of  a  public  charts: ter  the  ] 
did  frank  telegrams ;  but,  where  it  vss  ] 
members  or  any  ether  persons  were  liable  t 
surcharged.  Persons  telegraphing  to  T' 
must  take  the  risk. 


GO\^RNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  BE. 

LN   COMMnTBB. 

Clause  10.  —Other  part  of  such  moneys 
be  lent  to  policv-holders  on  mortgage. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  c 
sion  of  the  words  ''four  thousand  pounds,** 
a  view  to  insert  **  ten  thousand  pounds," 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qne^ 
**Tl:at  the  worvls  pr^^j^o«;ed  to  be  strock  < 
staiul  port  of  the  clause." 
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nright 

lanco 

an 

)Tadsliaw 

wn 

man 

gaville 

Ison 

lean 

sherbert 

ser 

inson 

ion 

loe 

slianan 
ikland,  J. 
dcland,\V 
lolly 
ran 
tton 
«t,  H. 
nthouso 


Ayes,  80. 
Guinness 
Joyce 
Levestam 
Macandrew 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 
Parata 
Pyke 

Richardson,  E. 
Boss 

Noes,  32. 

Johnston 

Lake 

Lance 

Larnach 
C.  !Macarthur 
.F.Mitchelson 

Moat 

Montgomery 

Moss 

Newman 

Peacock 


Steward,  W.  J. 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

Tombull 

Vogel. 

Tellers, 
Ivess 
0*Gallaghan. 


Richardson,  G. 

Rolleston 

Russell 

Sutter 

Trimble 

Walker 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Pearson. 


Majority  against,  2. 
^ords  struck  out. 

^e  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
hat  the  blank  bo  filled  up  with  the  words 
n  thousand.' " 


onson 

rron 

tice 

jrce 

chanan 


Ayes,  29. 
Hirst,  H. 
Johnston 
Lake 
Larnach 
Macarthur 


ckland,  J.  C.  Mitchelson 
ckland,W.F.  :Moat 


Richardson,  G. 

Kolleston 

Russell 

Sutter 

Trimble 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Montgomery. 


noUy  ^loss 

wan  Newman 

Iton  Peacock 

Noes,  32. 
Iwright  Hatch  Ross 

llance  Hursthouse        Steward,  W.  J. 

van  Ivess  Taylor 

•Bradshaw      Joyce  Thompson,  T. 

own  Lanco  Thomson,  J.  W. 

dman  Levestam  Tole 

irgaville  Macandrew        TumbuU 

Klson  McKenzie,  J.     Vogel. 

mean  Parata  Tellers, 

i3er  Pyke  Guinness 

«re  Richardson,  E.  O'Callaghan. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against, 

Pearson  Fitzherbert 

Smith  Wakefield 

Walker.  Stout. 

Majority  against,  3. 
Kotion  negatived. 

pause  11,  subsection  (2). — **  No  one  loan  on 
■^•gage  shall  exceed  five  thousand  pounds 
^ount ;  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  applica- 
for  such  loans  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
'  Bhall  have  priority  over  applications  for 
T  rams." 
.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That  the  word 


**  and  *'  bo  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  testing 
whether  preference  shall  be  given  to  small 
loans. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ballance 

Barron 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

Cowan 

Dargaville 

Dodson 

Eraser 

Garrick 

Grey 

Guinness 

Hatch 

Hobbs 


AUwright 

Bevan 

Bruce 

Bryce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Conolly 

Fergus 

Fulton 


For, 
Cadman 
Grace 
Harper 
Holmes 
Stout. 


Ayes,  88. 
Hursthouse 
Ivess 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lance 
Larnach 
Levestam 
Macandrew 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 
Montgomery 
Moss 
O'Callaghan 

Noes,  26. 
Hirst,  H. 
Johnston 
Lake 
Monteath 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Newman 
Parata 
Pearson 

P.\IRS. 


Richardson,  E. 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

Turnbull 

Vogel 

Walker. 

Tellers, 
Duncan 
Ricliardson,  G, 


Reese 

Rolleston 

Ross 

Samuel 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Sutter. 

Tellers, 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Trimble. 


Against, 
Buckland,  W.  F. 
Wakefield 
Macarthur 
Buckland,  J.  C. 
Atkinson. 


Majority  for,  12. 
Word  retained. 
Bill  reported. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  forwarding  reasons  for  insisting  on  its 
amendments  in  this  Bill,  as  follows  : — 

[See  proceedings  of  Legislative  Council  this 
day.] 

Mr.  LARNACH.— I  move.  That  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  ^Ir.  Macandrew,  Mr.  J.  McKenzie, 
and  the  mover,  be  appointed  to  prepare  reasons 
for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
clause  raising  the  tonnage  dues  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  Harbour  Boards  at  the  present 
time.  The  old  charge  was  fixed  at  a  time  when 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  carrying  trade  was  done 
by  sailing-ships,  whose  visits  to  the  ports  were 
not  so  frequent  as  those  of  steamers  are  now ; 
probably  those  vessels  did  not  visit  a  port  more 
than  once  or  twice  a  year :  but  now  almost  tho 
whole  of  the  trade  is  monopolfzcfl  by  c,v,^  <^r 
two  steamers.  Take  the  case  of  Tiji^aru* 
wl>ero  one  steamer  actually  j]ionopo]iz<;|t^**"" 
coasting  trade,  and  comes  in  and  out  goir 
like  104  times  a  year,  but  it  oiily  j** 
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ton  for  tho  twelve  months.  Honourable  mem- 
ben  will  Bco  from  thii  that  the  dues  derived  by 
the  Harbour  Boards  are  very  small,  and  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  increase  them  if  the 
Boards  are  to  have  any  revenue.  I  therefore 
trust  that  tho  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  will  insist  upon  this  clause  being  ac- 
cepted by  tho  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
as  it  passed  this  House. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  would  like  to  pomt  out  that 
tho  clauso  in  reference  to  tug-boats  seems  to 
be  misunderstood.  There  is  no  idea  of  boats 
being  used  in  towing-  and  feriying-work  at  the 
same  time.  The  thing  is  monstrous.  The 
clause  inserted  in  the  Bill  in  this  House  is 
necessary  in  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
curred in  connection  with  the  service  between 
the  Bluf!  and  Stewart  Island.  The  Blufi  tug- 
boat is  employed  in  carrying  the  mails  to 
Stewart  Island,  and  at  the  same  time  takes 
pas5en<;ors.  The  service  was  established  by 
the  Government,  and  a  subsidy  is  paid  to  the 
Board  for  the  use  of  the  tug.  When  the  Bill 
was  before  the  House  it  appeared  to  me,  and 
also  to  tho  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  that 
this  Rer\'ire  which  has  been  so  successfully 
carried  on  would  have  to  be  suspended  unless 
provision  was  made  that  tug-boats  belonging 
to  Harbour  Boards  in  such  special  cases  should 
be  allowed  to  carry  passengers ;  and  that,  un- 
less something  was  done,  this  particular  ser- 
vico,  which  has  worked  so  satisfactorily,  would 
have  to  bo  suspended.  I  hope  the  Committoe 
will  take  this  into  consideration,  and  explain 
tho  matter  thoroughly  to  those  who  may  repre- 
sent the  other  House. 

Mr.  SrEAKER.— I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve that  in  tho  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  there  is  one  which  interferes 
witli  our  powers  of  rating — one  of  tho  special 
privileges  of  this  House.  It  is  true  that  this  is 
not  a  money  Bill,  and  need  not  be  laid  aside 
if  tlie  House  is  disposed  to  waive  its  privileges 
in  this  instance  ;  but  undoubtedly  there  is  an 
interference  with  our  undoubted  privileges  in 
making  an  amendment  in  a  rating  clause,  and 
I  think  that  tho  reasons  to  be  transmitted  to 
tho  Council  should  include  one  protesting 
against  the  Legislative  Council  encroaching 
upon  our  privileges  in  this  matter  of  rating 
and  dealing  with  public  money  —  privileges 
which  belong  exclusively  to  this  House. 

^lajor  ATKINSON.— I  understand  you,  Sir, 
to  say  the  Legislative  Council  has  no  power  to 
alter  n\ting  clauses,  and  that  you  advise  us  not 
to  agree  to  any  alteration. 

^Ir.  SPEAKER.  — The  Legislative  Council 
has  no  (K>wer  to  make  alterations  in  rating 
clauses,  unless  they  be  such  as  would  not 
materially  infringe  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
as,  for  in«^tance,  that  they  were  in  furtherance 
of  the  intention  of  the  House.  This  is  not  a 
money  Bill  in  the  sense  which  would  require 
me  to  advise  tlio  House  to  lay  it  aside  ;  but  we 
should  draw  the  attention  of  tho  Council  to 
tho  circumstanoo  as  a  matter  of  procedure,  if 
not  of  privilege. 

Motion  txgreod  to. 
^■*^   Mr.  Sutter 
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r.  LEVESTAM  moved.  That,  in  the  cp 
ion  of  this  House,  the  distillatioa  of  s|Bh 
within  the  colony  ought  to  be  enconnged,  ■ 
as  to  afford  the  fanners  a  local  market  foiM 
grain.  He  said, — I  would  submit  that  if  lad 
a  proposal  as  this  were  carried  out  it  wcddk 
of  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  and  to  thegEtti 
producing  people  of  the  colony.  The  ii^ 
quantity  of  spirits  imported  into  this  oolafl 
last  year  was  342,000  gallons,  the  value  of  «^ 
was  £134,097.  I  know  it  has  been  aigned  M 
spirits  ought  to  be  kept  out  of  the  country;  la^ 
so  long  as  it  is  the  fact  that  we  import  tli 
quantity  of  spirits  into  the  countzy,  I  thiskd 
would  be  well  for  us  to  consider  whetbez  m 
cannot  have  the  spirits  manufactured  ia  di 
country,  so  that  the  money  shall  be  la|l 
among  ourselves,  and  that  work  shall  bs  aa 
vided  for  a  good  many  of  our  colonists.  N| 
there  is  another  side  to  this  question.  Qi 
total  quantity  of  barley  grown  in  New  Zeslail 
is  a  million  and  a  quarter  bushels.  Of  Hk 
quantity,  128,000  bushels  are  exported,  sai 
468,000  bushels  are  used  in  brewing,  so  \M 
there  is  nearly  half  a  million  bushels  tf 
barley  held  in  stock,  which  the  people  do  Ml 
know  what  to  do  with.  If  we  had  distillfini^ 
not  only  should  we  encourage  the  mannfactai 
of  an  article  which  we  at  present  impoit,  M 
we  should  be  able  to  provide  an  expott  Is 
other  countries — notably  to  the  AostafiB 
Colonies ;  because  New  Zealand  is  one  of  tbim 
countries  which  are  particularly  well  3uei  far 
the  growing  of  barley  and  cereals.  Indepai> 
ently  of  all  these  things  there  is  this  to  be  saH'. 
that  when  barley  is  damaged  now  bv  wet  <K 
bad  harvests  it  is  entirely  spoiled  aod  lest  IS 
the  farmer,  whereas  if  we  had  distilleiy-votb 
the  farmers  would  be  able  to  sell  it  st  fi^ 
prices,  notwithstanding  its  being 
because,  although  barley  which  has 
damaged  by  wet  is  not  good  for  brrwia^ 
it  is  good  for  distillation  purposes.  An  ai^ 
ment  I  have  heard  used  against  this  at^ 
is  that  we  tried  something  of  the  sameboJ 
before,  and  that  we  failed.  It  is  true  thai  ^ 
did  fail,  in  one  sense ;  but  I,  for  one,  do  tfli 
agree  that  we  failed  altogether,  because  I  biw 
been  told  by  some  of  the  best  judges  of  whis- 
key that  that  which  was  produced  locally  is 
bettor  than  that  which  was  imported.  So  fK, 
therefore,  as  the  quality  of  the  article  is  €£» 
cemed,  there  was  no  failure.  I  admit  thai  si* 
revenue  lost  a  much  larger  sum  by  distillio* 
than  it  ought  to  have  lost,  and  therefore  ii 
was  deemed  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  it; 
but  that  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the  Gct^ 
ment  in  having  allowed  too  large  difieiest 
duties.  I  believe  it  cost  something  like  £27,0 
to  buy  out  the  distilleries.  Now,  I  waat 
point  out  that  this  resolution,  if  carried,  dfl 
not  bind  the  House  to  anything — it  simply  si 
that  distillation  should  be  encouraged ;  a&i 
will  be  af torwitfds  for  the  House  to  make  a 
law  as  to  differential  duties  which  it  may  tb£ 
best   calculated    to  meet  the  object  in  ^ 
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own  opinion  is  that,  instead  of  imposing 
ifferential  duty,  we  might  give  distillers  this 
lUQta^e  :  that  until  they  sold  their  whiskey 
honld  be  stored  in  bond,  and  there  should 
no  duty  paid  upon  it.  As  soon  as  the 
i^ey  was  exported  or  issued  for  home  con- 
aption,  then  the  distiller,  having  got  his 
ney,  should  pay  the  duty ;  but  during  the 
16  it  was  in  oond  he  should  not  the  called 
m  to  lio  out  of  his  money.  I  have  already 
Qted  out  the  advantages  which  would  arise 
DDL  distilleries.  We  should  keep  the  money 
die  place,  we  should  find  a  local  market  for 
farmers  for  an  enormous  quantity  of  barley, 
I  we  should  encourage  an  industry  which 
aid  give  employment  to  a  good  number  of 
iple.  I  do  not  know  an^  argument  which 
i  be  brought  against  passing  this  bare  reso- 
ion.  It  means  nothing — that  is  to  say,  it 
s  not  bind  the  House  to  anything.  If  it  is 
lied,  next  session  the  Government  can  come 
m  with  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  it ;  and  if  the 
use  does  not  want  differential  duties  they 
id  not  be  agreed  to. 

Jir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  only  wish  to  say  this : 
It  I  do  not  think  the  Government  are  alto- 
her  at  one  in  their  opinions  on  this  subject. 
e  Premier  is  opposed  to  it,  whilst  I  believe 
it  some  members  of  the  Government — at 
f  rate,  I  can  speak  for  myself — believe  this 
olation  ought  to  be  passed,  and,  moreover, 
bt  we  should  give  cSect  to  it,  but  on  a  clear 
derstanding  ^at  there  is  not  to  bo  any  large 
Eerence  between  the  Excise  and  the  import 
ty.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  right  to 
ow  sentiment  to  enter  into  this  question. 
;ere  will  be  a  certain  amount  of  alcohol 
sorbed  by  the  people  of  the  colony,  and 
srefore  we  may  at  once  put  on  one  side  that 
estioD,  and  go  into  the  other — ^whether,  as 
is  expenditure  of  money  has  to  be  made,  it  is 
tter  that  we  should  use  the  native-grown 
un,  and  spend  our  money  in  the  colony  in 
iploying  labour,  instead  of  sending  the 
)ney  so  many  thousands  of  miles  away, 
ipposing  that  there  is  not  a  large  differential 
iy,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  use 
e  native-grown  barley,  and  thus  not  only  do 
[ay  with  the  necessity  of  importing  so  much 
frit,  but  manufacture  an  article  for  which  we 
ight  get  an  outside  market.  I  shall  give  my 
te  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  cannot  understand  why 
is  House  is  asked  to  stultify  the  proceedings 
ht  took  place  some  years  ago  in  reference  to 
IS  very  matter.  We  aU  know — at  any  rate, 
know— that  one  distillery  in  Auckland  and 
other  in  Dunedin  had  to  be  bought  out  at  a 
ty  great  cost,  and  I  am  quite  sure  the  Trea- 
ler  himself  is  not  in  favour  of  repeating  that 
fie.  My  object  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
e  House  to  this  matter  is  simply  this: 
lulo  I  agree  with  the  Treasurer  that  it  is 
solutely  necessary  to  utilize  the  products  of 
is  country  if  they  can  be  utilized  in  a  satis- 
etory  and  definite  manner,  I  would  like  to 
k  this  question:  Seeing  that  this  House 
ine  years  ago  decided  that  it  was  not  to  the 
of  the  colony  that  these  distilleries 


should  exist,  aud  seeing  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  spent  in  closing  them,  why  do  we 
want  to  create  ditto  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  differential  duty  was  so 
enormous  that  the  revenue  suffered  greatly; 
and  I  would  take  care  that  if  we  did  it  again 
the  revenue  should  not  suffer. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  I  would  like  to  know, 
before  I  vote  on  a  thing  of  this  character,  how 
the. revenue  is  going  to  be  affected. 

Mr.  LEV]i;STAM.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — ^Upon  my  word,  I  cannot 
understand  the  logic  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Perhaps  the  honourable 
member  did  not  hear  what  I  said.  I  said  the 
facilities  I  would  give  would  be  these :  that 
during  the  time  the  whiskey  lies  awaiting  sale 
the  manufacturer  should  not  be  obliged  to  pay 
Excise  duty,  but,  when  he  sells  it,  then  he 
should  pay  the  ordinary  duty.  That  would 
make  no  difference  to  the  revenue  whatever. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  does  not  deal  with  the  principle  at  all : 
he  is  simply  dealing  vnth  the  matter  of  storing. 
Members  must  all  Imow  very  well  that  the  older 
whiskey  is  the  better  it  is.  At  any  rate,  I  know 
that.  It  is  desirable  to  see  that  the  whiskey  is 
stored,  so  that  it  may  mature  before  it  is  sold : 
but  that  is  not  before  us  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— That  is  one  of  the  facili- 
ties I  would  offer. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon ;  but  I  must  certainly  say  this : 
that  I  am  absolutely  astonished  at  what  I 
call  his  acumen.  He  is,  as  a  rule,  a  logical 
reasoner,  but  now  he  is  a  bit  off.  I  am  ab- 
solutely astounded  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  get  up  and  talk  about  a  matter 
which  is  not  before  the  House  at  all.  We 
know  it  is  desirable  that  farmers  should  sell 
their  barley  for  malting  and  making  whiskey ; 
but,  seeing  the  experience  which  the  House 
has  had  some  years  ago,  and  the  large  amount 
of  money  it  cost  to  buy  out  these  distilleries, 
we  must  feel  that  it  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony  that  we  should  repeat  the  same  thing. 
That  is  what  this  amendment  means,  and 
therefore  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

IK  COmnTTEE. 

Class  IV. — Ministeb  op  Justice. 

Department  of  Justice,  £950,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £2,325,  agreed  to. 

Patent  Office,  £220,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £8,665,  agreed  to. 

Bankruptcy,  £5,666. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
the  Minister  how  the  fees  derived  from  the 
Official  Assignees  in  Bankruptcy  compared 
with  the  expenses  of  the  department. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  receipts  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  March,  188G,  were  £10,948,  and 
the  expenditure  against  that  was  £6,334,  (low- 
ing a  balance  of  £4,614.  

Vote,  £5,566,  agreed  to. 
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District,  Beflident  Magistrates',  and  Wardens* 
CourU,  i:4H,708. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  noticed  that  the  Welling- 
ton  Resident  Magistrate  received  only  £550  a 
year,  %vhile  those  for  Christchurch  and  Dunedin 
ffot  £600  each.  The  latter  also  received  lome 
fees  as  Coroners,  which  amounted  to  about 
£100.  He  understood  that  the  Magistrates 
were  paid  with  some  regard  to  seniority,  and  he 
believed  that  the  Wellington  Resident  Magis- 
trate was  the  oldest  in  the  colony.  How  was 
it  that  he  got  practically  £150  less  than  the 
others? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  this  gentleman  had 
come  from  the  Wairarapa  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  metropolitan  Magistrate  on  the  present 
terms,  being  on  increase  of  £150  per  annum 
over  his  previous  salary :  he  alno  had  a  free  rail- 
way-pass, which  brought  his  salary  up  to  nearly 
£600.  Besides  that,  the  work  was  heavier  in 
Dunedin  and  Christchurch  than  in  Wellington. 
The  Wellington  Magistrate  sat  94  days  in  the 
year,  the  Dunedin  ^lagistrate  116,  and  the 
Christchurch  one  112  for  six  months ;  and  the 
oases  dealt  with  in  Dunedin  and  Christchurch 
were  greater  in  number.  It  would  be  seen 
that  there  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the 
work,  and  there  was  also  a  difference  in  the 
revenue  from  the  several  Courts,  and  it  ap- 
pearcd  to  him  that  the  Wellington  Magistrate 
was  sufficiently  paid  in  comparison  with  the 
work  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  understood  that  the  salary 
paid  to  the  present  Magistrate's  predecessor 
was  on  a  par  with  those  paid  to  the  Magistrates 
at  Dunedin  and  Christchurch,  and  there  was 
a  feeling  throughout  the  community  that  the 
present  Magistrate  was  not  justly  treated;  so 
that  he  hoped  the  Government  would  take  the 
matter  into  consideration. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  the  immediate  pre- 
decessor of  the  present  Magistrate  was  District 
Judge  as  well  as  Magistrate. 

Vote,  £48,798,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  prosecutions,  £11,000,  agreed  to. 

Prisons,  £34,170. 

Mr.  HATCH  would  like  to  know  if  the  ad- 
vances were  made  on  a  uniform  system.  He 
understood  that  was  to  be  the  case ;  but  appa- 
rently it  was  not,  as  the  advsknces  were  not 
uniform. 

^Ir.  TOLE  replied  that  first-class  Gaolers  re- 
ceived an  increase  annually  of  £10,  and  second- 
class  Gaolers  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  £5  per 
annum,  up  to  the  maximum  salaries  allowed 
each  class. 

Vote,  £34,170,  ai^rced  tc. 

Miscellaneous,  i;:2,o00,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIIT.— ;Mixisier  op  Lands. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £22,004,  agreed 
to. 

Expenses,  Thermal  Springs  Act,  £1,176, 
agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £2,861. 

Mr.  DODSON  would  like  to  have  some  in- 
formation with  regard  to  the  item  of  £1,500 
lor  fees  to  members  of  Waste  Lands  Boards, 
including  travelling  expenses.    They  hod  an 


instruotivo  return  laid  on  the  table  litelj  urSk 
respect  to  this  matter,  from  which  it  would  hs 
seen  that  certain  Boards  cost  doable  as  mad 
as  others.  There  were  various  storiei  tAatIk  h 
connection  with  the  matter,  such  as  memboi 
of  the  House,  having  railway  free-ps8Be8,cbiis. 
ing  the  Boards  for  travelling  expenses,  inchdiaf 
railway-fares.  He  hoped  he  should  get  ssoi 
information  about  it. 

Mr.  PEABSON  moved,  That  the  item  k 
rednoed  by  £500. 

Dr.  NE  WMAK  said  the  return  he  hsd  manL 
for  had  proved  more  interesting  thsa  he  hid 
expected.  The  expenses  of  the  Otago  Boul 
amounted  within  a  certain  period  to  £1,0S1, 
while  during  the  same  period  the  Aaddind 
Board  cost  £244,  and  the  Wellingtoa  Botd 
£376.  The  position,  as  shown  by  the  zeton, 
was  that,  while  these  Boards  used  to  be  taa^ 
mically  administered,  under  the  present  nb 
the  expenses  and  honoraria  were  most  extzsor 
gant.  When  they  found  that  one  gentkun, 
for  one  hoar's  attendance  on  a  Board,  ccsi  tit 
colony  £7  Ss.  lOd.,  and  another  £7  4s.  8i,  it 
was  time  that  the  Committee  set  to  wtA  to 
reform  that  sort  of  thing.  Since  the  sevnU 
came  into  force  the  expenses  would  amomit  to 
£3,000  or  £4,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  this  was  a  pennaneni 
appropriation  fixed  by  statute,  and  most  be 
paid  to  members  of  Land  Boards.  The  dil- 
xerenoe  between  the  expenses  of  die  vaziffs 
Boards  arose  from  the  fact  that  some  Bods 
had  more  onerous  duties  to  perfonn  ^ 
others.  The  Otago  Board  met  in  Dmi«^ 
onoe  a  week,  and  sometimes  oftener,  Md 
select  committees  were  appointed  to  go  otb 
the  country  and  classify  the  land.  Soea 
Boards  hod  to  perform  treble  as  mach  vo^^^ 
others. 

Mr,  PULTON  said  the  matter  was.  to  afflfc 
extent,  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister,  aa,  if » 
appointed  members  from  Oamara  and  asctw 
from  Invercargill  to  the  Otago  Boaid,tb£a- 
penses  would  be  much  greater  than  otJ^fi"^ 

Mr.  REID  said  that  was  the  point  he  wW 
to  refer  to.  Li  Otago  they  had  more  apj- 
cultural  land  and  pastoral  coontzy  tbtfi  >J 
the  rest  of  the  colony  put  together.  Di3tf«* 
parts  of  the  country  desired  to  be  faidy  i^ 
sented  on  the  Board,  as  Dunedin  inemb* 
could  not  possibly  know  anything  about  tte 
bock  country  or  the  goldfields;  and  tW 
naturally  increased  the  expenditme  in  *•" 
nection  with  the  Board.  One  of  his  own  ^ 
stituents,  Mr.  Henry  Clarke,  was,  and  fot^ 
post  had  been,  a  member  of  the  Otago  Botf*- 
He  was  a  capital  man  for  the  position,** 
well  acquainted  with  the  greater  F^^^) 
Otago,  and  was  continually  being  consul6»J  j 
settlers  for  information  on  the  various  snb]*^ 
that  usually  occupied  the  attention  w** 
Board.  If  town  men  only  were  appointei^ 
country  settlors  would  have  to  travel  M^ 
tonces  to  obtain  information.  ^ 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  way  to  leda^ 

» °  not  by  decreasing  this  item— which  o^ 
be  legally  done — but  by  electing  the  i^ 
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as  tho  mcmboi'fl  of  the  local  bodicSf  and  tho 
'One  travelling  expense  would  serve  for  all  the 
capacities  in  which  they  acted.  The  present 
item  was  only  a  little  more  than  half  the 
Amount  of  the  vote  of  last  year. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the 
return  laid  on  the  table  showed  that  some 
of  the  Dunedin  members  of  the  Otago  Land 
Board  were  paid  more  than  the  country  mem- 
bers. Therefore,  if  the  whole  of  the  Board 
were  Dunedin  men  the  charge  would  be  heavier 
than  ic  was  now.  What  puzzled  him  was  how 
tho  town  members  could  charge  more  than  the 
members  from  tho  country  districts. 

Mr.  PEARSON  would  do  away  with  the 
Boards.  It  was  not  a  satisfactory  way  of  ad- 
minister ing  the  land,  and  he  hoped  that  next 
year  the  House  would  dp  away  with  tho  Boards 
altogether. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  there  was  any  one 
responsible  for  checking  tho  charges  made. 
Mr.  BALLANGE.— Yes. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  it  was  clone  in  a  very 
slovenly  way,  because  some  members  took  the 
opportunity  of  charging  as  much  as  possible. 
Mr.  BALLANCE.— No. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Minister  might  say 
"No,"  but  the  return  presented  showed  that 
one  member  charged  £190  a  year  for  attending 
onco  a  fortnight,  which  was  nearly  as  much 
9&  members  of  that  House  got  for  four  months' 
work. 

Mr.  SUTTER  would  abolish  the  Land 
Boards,  and  let  Ministers  and  officers  of  the 
Lands  Department  do  the  work.  That  would 
be  much  more  satisfactory  and  cheaper.  The 
Survey  Department  knew  the  country  quite 
as  well  as  did  members  of  the  Land  Boards, 
many  of  whom  were  town  residents  and  knew 
nothing  about  the  land.  The  present  system 
was  simply  a  disgrace  to  the  country,  and  he 
hopod  the  !Ministcr  would  see  to  it. 

Mr.  0*CONOR  said  that  South-west  Nelson 
was  not  represented  at  all  on  the  Nelson  Land 
Board,  and  the  members  of  that  Board  knew 
nothing  about  the  land  in  that  district.  He 
thought  there  should  be  a  separate  Board  for 
that  district,  but  the  one  Commissioner  might 
do  for  the  two  districts.  The  members  of  the 
Xnacgahua  and  BuUer  County  Councils  might 
comprise  the  new  Board. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  the  whole  of  the  land 
on  the  West  Coast  had  been  withdrawn  from 
sale  as  a  consequence  of  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  Midland  Railway,  ho  thought  the 
l^elson  and  Westland  Land  Boards  might  be 
abolished,  and  the  work  left  to  tho  Commis- 
sioners, with  the  County  Councils  as  Boards  of 
j^dvice. 

Mr-  DODSON  said  the  expense  might  be 
reduced  by  lessening  the  number  of  members 
ot  the  Boards,  as  had  been  done  in  Marlborough. 
Some  seats  became  vacant  there,  and  the  Minis- 
ter forgot  to  fill  them,  and  it  was  generally 
believed  tiiat  the  Board  had  not  suffered  much 
by  tbe  reduction.  As  all  the  land  had  been 
B^itbdrawn,  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
[jacci  Boards  for  Nelson  and  Westland. 
jVIr-  BOSS  thought  the  ability  of  the  mem- 


bers of  tho  Otago  Board  was  shown  by  the  fact 
that  three  of  the  members  could  do  six  times — 
according  to  the  Minister — as  much  work  as 
any  other  Board,  while  the  other  three  mem^ 
bers  were  away  for  a  fourth  of  the  year. 

Mr.  HOBBS  agreed  as  to  the  superfluousness 
of  Waste  Lands  Boards  in  Nelson  and  Westland 
in  the  present  circumstances.  No  doubt  the 
whole  question  of  land  administration  would 
have  to  be  gone  into  next  year,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  would  have  to  be  appointed. 
At  present  the  country  was  put  to  a  large  cost 
for  which  it  did  not  get  value.  The  land  reve> 
nue  did  not  meet  the  charges  on  it.  Instead 
of  being  the  great  asset  that  they  were  led  to 
believe,  it  was  in  reality  no  asset  at  all.  The 
whole  question  would  soon  have  to  be  gone  into. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  Minister  would 
take  the  large  expense  into  consideration.  No 
doubt  there  was  some  scandal  connected  with 
the  matter  at  present.  He  quite  understood 
the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  matter  ;  but, 
still,  they  looked  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
correct  any  abuses  which  might  arise. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  not  heard  of  any. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  not  go  into  par- 
ticulars, but  the  return  presented  showed  that 
everything  was  not  satisfactory.  He  did  not 
think  the  country  got  the  money's  worth  for 
what  the  Land  Boards  cost.  His  views  were- 
rather  in  the  direction  of  abolishing  the  Land 
Boards.  He  hoped  the  Mmister  would  go  into- 
the  matter  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said,  no  doubt  this  question 
of  poUcy  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  at  an 
early  date.  He  was  bound  to  say  he  did  not 
think  there  had  been  any  scandal,  and  did  not 
think  any  member  of  any  Land  Board  had 
received  more  as  travelling  expenses  than  he' 
was  entitled  to.  Every  charge  was  examined 
by  the  Commissioner  before  coming  to  the 
Audit  Office,  and  then  it  went  to  the  depart- 
ment. The  diJSerence  in  charge  was  probably 
caused  by  the  more  frequent  attendance  of 
some  members  than  others. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  if  it  was  true  that 
members  of  the  House,  though  they  had  rail- 
way-passes, yet  charged  their  railway-fares 
when  attending  Land  Boards. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  made  inquiries,  and 
believed  that  the  reports  were  wholly  without 
foundation. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  very  glad  to  hear  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  cost  could  be 
reduced  by  lessening  the  large  number  of  mem- 
bers on  some  of  the  Boards. 

Mr.  DODSON  said  the  Marlborough  Board 
consisted  now  of  three  members  and  the  Dis- 
trict Surveyor. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  asked  why  none  of  last  year's 
vote  of  £100  for  kea-destruction  had  been  ex- 
pended. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  the  money  for  thia 
purpose  had  formerly  been  expended  by  local 
bodies,  but  last  year  there  had  been  no  appli- 
cation, and  no  vote  was  now  asked  for. 

Mr.  Pearson's  amendment,  by  leave,  with^ 
drawn. 

Vote,  £2,861,  agreed  to. 
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Coalfields,  £200,  agreed  to. 
Survey  Department,  £80,812. 
Mr.  BKO  WK  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands  to  what  he  had  referred 
to  on  previous  occasions  —  namely,  the  fact 
that,  in  the  case  of  lands  offered  for  sale  in 
the  North  Island,  a  full  description  of  their 
quality,  aspect,  proximity  to  road  and  water, 
and  other  advantages,  was  advertised  in  the 
South  Island ;  but  in  the  case  of  lands  offered 
iot  sale  in  the  South  Island  these  were  not 
described  so  fully  as  they  should  be.  During 
the  past  year  they  hod  disposed  in  Otago  of 
more  land  and  of  a  greater  value  in  every  respect 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  colony  exclusive  of  Auck- 
land, lie  wished  the  Government  to  instruct 
their  surveyors  to  give  this  information,  which 
would  be  of  great  value  to  intending  purchasers. 
He  had  repeatedly  asked  this  question,  and  had 
invariably  got  the  same  answer. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  assured  the  honourable 
gentleman  tliat  the  surveyors  in  the  South 
island  gave  the  same  information  as  in  the 
Korth  Island.  There  was  no  distinction  made. 
Mr.  BROWN  said  this  was  just  the  reply  he 
had  expected  to  receive.  What  he  complained 
of  was,  that  the  surveyors  did  not  give  informa- 
tion so  fully  in  Otapo  as  elsewhere.  As  a 
member  of  the  Land  Board  he  had  brought  the 
matter  before  that  body,  and  the  Commissioner 
said  he  had  represented  the  matter  to  the 
Government,  but  was  oblij^cd  to  be  economical 
in' advertising,  and  he  was  carr>ing  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Govcrnmcut  as  nearly  as  it 
could  bo  done. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  honourable 
gentleman  if  he  meant  to  say  that  the  Com- 
znissioner  brought  the  matter  before  the  Go- 
vernment and  gut  no  reply. 

Mr.  BROWN  wild  the  Commissioner  in- 
formed him  that  he  hod  brought  the  matter 
before  the  attention  of  the  Government; 
nothing  had  follon-ed  to  enable  him  to  give 
further  information  to  the  public  than  what 
was  being  done. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  was  rather  astonished  at  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken,  because  he  knew,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  the  Minister  w^as  prepared  to  furnish 
any  one  who  might  apply  with  information 
as  to  deferred-payment  settlement,  and  lands 
fit  to  be  occupied.  He  instanced  a  case 
of  this  kind  which  occurred  only  the  otlier 
day.  The  Minister  did  all  ho  could  to  dis- 
seminate infonnation  in  regard  to  the  Crown 
land  of  the  colony  which  the  people  could  take 
up. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  in  the  district  ho 
came  from  several  sales  of  land  had  taken  place 
before  the  people  knew  anything  about  them, 
and  he  hoped  instruction  would  be  given  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  that.  With  regard  to 
the  vote  under  discussion,  it  would  appear  that 
there  were  a  number  of  draughtsmen  down  on 
the  estimates  who  were  unnecessary.  Ho  did 
not  think,  however,  the  number  of  sun-eyors 
was  too  largo ;  but  he  always  understood  that 
one  draughtsman  was  enough  for  two  or  three 


surveyors,  yet  on  the  estimates  Hhat  loi 
nearly  as  manv  draughtsmen  as  survevoiL 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHAKDSON  said  thtt  tt 
matter  of  the  number  of  draughtsmen  ii  o» 
pared  with  the  number  of  surveyors  shoakik 
mquired  into  by  the  Government  His  imfm- 
sion  was  tliat  the  large  number  of  dnogfatsaa 
was  caused,  in  a  mea.snre,  not  so  moc^brda 
work  of  the  department  as  by  the  Goreaiu^ 
keeping  open  unnecessary  survey  offieetL  Iftte 
Minister  would  look  into  that  matter  ina^ 
the  recess  he  would  probably  find  tbil  sat 
sur\'ey  oifices  could  be  closed  without  iojsiT  to 
the  ser^'ice,  or  to  the  public. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  this  questia  of 
draughtsmen  was  gone  into  csiefuliv  tbcst 
two  years  ago,  when  a  very  conddenUe  » 
duction  was  made  in  the  number  of  tboe 
officers.  He  had  the  assurance  of  the  Surrey* 
General  that  no  more  officers  were  emplo^ 
than  were  absolutely  required.  It  was  s  mot 
difficult  thing  to  close  survey  offices.  Bi 
attempted  to  close  one  recently,  but  a  stnag 
protest  was  received  from  the  district 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  was  nodool* 
a  large  number  of  these  dmughtsmeii  wes 
doing  the  work  of  other  departments. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  woik  doca  for 
other  departments  was  charged  a^usst  thee 

Vote,  £80,812,  agreed  to. 

Class  XV. — Minister  of  Lasw. 
State  Forests  Account,  £D,7oO,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIV.— Colonial  TREASCBEa. 
Rates  on  Crown  lands,  £37,5C0,  agreed  to. 

Public  Trust  Office  Expenses  Accotst. 
Public  Trust  Office,  £5,764,  agreed  to. 

rUBLIC   WORKS   FUND. 
Class  II.— Public  Works.  DEPARniESTir- 
'  Public  Works,  departmental,  £14,000. 
Mr.  GUINNKSS  asked  if  any  bonnsesiw 
been  paid  to  officers  in  this  deportment. 

Mr.  K.  RICHARDSON  said  that  some bilf- 
dozen  clerks  had  received  small  bonnses.  brt 
the  salaries  of  those  officers  were  under  JdW* 
year.  The  bonus  which  had  been  paid  to  lb* 
Under- Secretary  was  for  organizing  thcdcpatf' 
ment  in  the  previous  year. 
Vote,  £14,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  III.— Railways. 

New  works,  construction  and  land,  £16,w^ 
agreed  to. 

Cla.ss  IV.— RoAns. 

^lain  roads,  £24,000,  agreed  to. 

^lisccllaneous  roads  and  bridges,  fiS^flft 
agreed  to. 

(irants-in-aid,  £97,000,  agreed  to. 

Roads  to  open  up  lands  before  sale,  £615<X^ 

^Ir.  BRYCE  said  that  the  liabdities  up  W 
the  31st  March,  ISSG,  were  set  down  at  fi)l,87i 
and  the  amount  to  be  voted  was  about  ^ 
some ;  but  the  amount  required  to  be  m^ 
rizcd,  OS  shown  in  the  third  colunm,  indicate 
that  there  was  a  margin  left  for  liabilifa^ 
to  be    incurred   for    the    succeeding  J^  ^ 


1886.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


637 


^,000.  How  was  it  that  nothing  more  than 
J61,500  would  be  expended  up  to  the  81st 
Haich  next,  and  that  £85,000  was  required  for 
prospective  liabilities  after  that  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  liabilities 
spread  over  two  or  three  years.  They  did  not 
intend  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  liabilities  this 
fear.  Perhaps  not  more  than  £40,000  would 
be  spent  this  year,  leaving  £20,000  to  be  ex- 
pended after  the  Slst  March.  He  might 
say  tiiat  he  thought  this  vote  was  too  small, 
lor  £100,000  or  £160,000  might  with  advantage 
be  taken ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  regulate 
expenditure  according  to  the  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  should  like  fco  see 
the  vote  largely  increased,  but  he  thought  the 
present  Minister  of  Lands  had  had  the  same 
trouble  that  his  predecessor  had  experienced. 
The  tendency  of  this  vote  was  to  include  appro- 
priations for  roads  in  settled  districts,  and  the 
present  Minister  had  given  way  a  little  more 
than  the  late  Minister  had  done.  He  could 
not  pretend  to  go  into  all  the  various  items,  but 
he  might  say  that  he  could  see  indications  of 
roads  being  undertaken  in  settled  districts, 
instead  of  the  vote  being  confined  to  opening 
up  lands  before  sale.  He  was  afraid  that  this 
TOte,  if  they  did  not  take  care,  would  be  made 
to  cover  roads  and  bridges  which  it  was  desirable 
to  get  oS  the  estimates  altogether.  In  his 
opinion  the  House  should  make  definite  appro- 
priations from  the  sales,  as  the  late  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  do,  and  have  the  money 
appropriated  exclusively  to  the  opening-up  of 
new  roads.  There  were  in  this  schedule  a  good 
many  relics  of  the  past,  and  some  new  items 
that  were  not  to  open  up  roads  to  Grown  lands 
£0  much  as  roads  in  settled  districts. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Wairarapa  might 
be  called  a  settled  district,  and  yet  roads  were 
required  there  to  open  up  Grown  lands.  Li 
fact,  every  road  branching  from  a  main  road 
was  for  that  purpose,  and  yet  might  be  said  to 
be  in  a  settled  district. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government 
would  get  into  difficulty  if.  they  left  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  money  to  local  bodies  which 
represented  settled  districts,  and  their  officers 
would  be  anxious  to  display  engineering  skill 
rather  than  to  open  up  great  lengths  of  road 
mto  Crown  lands. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  his  experience  was  not  at 
all  that  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  His 
•district  had  suffered  from  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  action  in  refusing  to  give  the 
local  body  a  sum  of  money  to  spend,  when  it 
would  have  been  spent  far  more  advantageously 
than  it  was,  direct  by  the  Government. 

:Mr.  MONTGOMERY  understood  that,  under 
tiiese  estimates,  while  the  House  voted  £61,500, 
the  Minister  could  contract  an  expenditure 
of  £147,000.  That  he  looked  upon  as  being 
against  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  to  pre- 
vent the  incurring  of  any  more  liabilities  than 
appear  in  the  Appropriation  Act. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  understood  that  the  £61,600 
would  pay  past  liabilities,  and  then  there  would 
he  no  money  in  hand ;  and  it  was  only  because 


these  works  went  on  in  a  leisurely  way  that  the 
Minister  could  have  anything  to  spend. 

Major  ATKINSON  explained  that  this  was 
only  a  different  form  from  the  old  one.  Under 
the  old  form  the  House,  instead  of  voting 
£61,500,  would  have  voted  the  £147,000 ;  but 
the  Minister  of  Lands  now,  on  considering  the 
matter,  told  the  House  that  they  wished  to 
spend  so  much  money  this*  year,  and  to  ask 
authority  to  incur  further  liabilities.  In  the 
Appropriation  Act  authority  would  be  given  to 
spend  the  £61,500,  and  another  clause  would 
give  authority  to  incur  liabilities  to  the  extent 
of  £147,000.  It  was  with  pleasure  that  he  heard 
the  Minister  of  Lands  confess  in  so  straight- 
forward a  manner  that  he  did  not  think  this 
money  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  He  saw 
the  difficulty  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in 
cutting  his  coat  according  to  his  cloth;  but 
the  reason  for  that  was  that  the  Government 
had  taken  a  much  larger  piece  of  the  cloth 
from  this  purpose  and  used  it  for  railways. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  next  year  there  must 
be  another  loan.  They  might  bo  persuaded 
by  the  Premier  and  Treasurer  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary ;  but  members  might  make  their 
minds  up  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise 
another  loan  next  year.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  would  then  see  the  necessity  for 
placing  a  larger  sum  on  the  estimates  for  roads 
to  open  up  Crown  lands. 

Mr.  BRYCE  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  amount  to  bo  voted  this 
year  and  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  that  were 
authorized  was  too  large,  and  that  a  greater 
proportion  should  have  been  put  down  to  be 
voted  this  year.  He  would  call  attention  to 
items  of  £1,400,  £1,000,  £1,920,  and  £1,120  to 
be  expended  in  roads  to  open  land  before  sale 
in  Westland,  and  would  like  to  know  the  quan- 
tity of  land  that  had  been  sold  in  that  district. 
That  would  show  whether  the  money  was  being 
used  for  opening  up  lands  for  sale  or  for  ex- 
penditure in  settled  districts. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  Government ' 
were  in  hope  of  opening  up  a  large  number 
of  village  and  special  settlements  in  Westland 
during  the  current  year.  Not  much  land  had 
yet  been  sold  there  for  cash,  but  the  work  of 
road-making  was  very  difficult. 

]Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  how  much  of  this 
expenditure  was  to  be  on  land  within  the  limit 
of  that  to  be  taken  bv  the  Midland  Railway. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  £1,400  for  the 
Teremakau  to  Bell  Hill  Road  was  the  only  one 
within  that  limit. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  must  protest  against  the 
Minister  of  Lands  being  influenced  against 
the  expenditure  of  this  money  by  the  local 
bodies,  for  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  it  would 
be  spent  much  more  economically  by  those 
bodies  than  by  the  Government  direct. 

Vote,  £61,500,  agreed  to. 

Village  settlements,  £5,000. 

]Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  have  this 
item  explained. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  they  were  now  open- 
ing up  some  parts  of  Canterbury,  where  the 
land  was  available  for  village  settlements ;  and 
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this  was  to  enable  tho  ln.ud  to  bo  cleared,  and 
oottogcns  to  bo  built.  For  clearing  the  bush 
£2  lOs.  an  acre  was  allowed,  and  £20  for  the 
erection  of  a  cottage  iq>on  the  land. 

Mr.  ROLLKSTUN  asked  whether  the  ex- 
penditure ^vould  extend  beyond  this  vote. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  tbat  not  more  than 
£5,000  would  be  expended  this  year.  This  sys- 
tem had  been  commenced  in  various  parts  of 
the  colony,  and  it  had  been  attended  with 
great  success.  Ho  believed  that  a  largo  num- 
ber of  peojilo  would  be  Fettled  upon  the  land, 
and  that  thi8  bvstem  would  revolutionize  tho 
whole  method  of  tho  settlement  of  land.  He 
should  have  liked  to  ask  for  £20,000 ;  but  the 
sum  of  £0,000  would  enable  the  syKtcm  to  bo 
thoroughlv  tested. 

Major  ATKINSON  wished  to  know  what 
quantitv  of  land  was  given. 

Mr.  BALLANCK  replied,  from  five  to  fifty 
acres — generally  from  live  to  twenty  acres — 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  land. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  if  the  system  was 
to  be  tried  in  the  Taranaki  Dif^trict. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  rciilied,  Yes,  it  would  be 
tried  tliere.  At  Wairarapa  thev  had  opened 
twelve  hundred  acres,  and  the  land  had  been 
taken  up  at  once ;  and  ho  had  heard  from  a 
gentleman  there  that  men  wore  at  work  in  all 
direciious.  He  felt  certain  that  this  scheme 
would  be  infinitely  superior  to  the  "  home- 
6tea<l  '*  svstem,  which  luul  failed  entirely. 

Mr.  liOLLESTON  wanted  to  know  upon 
what  principle  the  assistance  was  given. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  regulations  had 
been  pnpared,  and  that  monthly  payments 
were  made  on  account  of  buhh  cut  down,  the 
amount  being  capitalized,  the  rate  of  interest 
being  /5  per  cent.  If  the  settlers  did  not  pay  up, 
they  would  forfeit  their  land  ;  and,  as  the  land 
was  in  close  proximity  to  settlement,  and  the 
value  of  what  was  expended  upon  it  was  left, 
there  would  be  no  diliiculty  in  realizing  what 
had  boon  paid. 

Mr.  KERR  hoped  that  the  plan  would  suc- 
ceed, but  his  candid  opinion  was  that  it  was  a 
very  foolish  affair. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  know  from 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  what  had  been 
done  in  the  way  of  providing  platelayers  with 
cottages  ;  for  it  seemed  to  hnn  desirable  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  that  matter. 

]\Ir.  K.  RICHARDSON  said  they  had  not 
been  able  to  do  much  in  the  matter  referred  to. 
He  was  afraid  it  would  not  do  to  encourage 
the  men  to  build  cottages,  because,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  remove  a  man,  if  he  had 
built  a  cottage  the  question  of  compensation 
would  arise.  The  (jovernniont  had  been  build- 
ing cottages  and  letting  them  to  tho  men  at  a 
small  rental. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  agreed  that  it  was  desir- 
able for  tlie  Government  to  build  the  cottages. 

Mr.  MONTGO:\IERY  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  a  price  put  on  the  land,  and  if  the  cost  of 
the  cottage  and  the  £2  10s.  an  acre  was  added 
to  that. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — Yes  ;  and  tho  5  per  cent, 
was  paid  on  tho  whole  amount.  The  payments 
Mr,  Ballance 


were  made  progressively,  and  a  Stemidi 
Village  Settlements  reported  at  theendGf  Ae 
month  upon  the  amount  of  work  done. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  tiie  Enta 
would  be  a  failure. 

Mr.  BRYCE  supposed  the  Minister  of  Ladi. 
expected  to  get  advantage  from  this  sntem^ 
cause  it  provided  people  with  woik  wbea  taqr 
went  on  the  land.  There  might  beanadm- 
tage  in  that  way ;  bnt  he  did  not  think  tk 
system  was  going  to  succeed.  A  litdevi&k 
ago  he  had  beard  a  good  deal  of  tilk  aboa 
three  acres  and  a  cow.  This  mea&l  a  good 
deal  more  tban  that :  it  meant  from  tweatrte 
fifty  acres,  and  enough  to  bay  half  ate 
cows.  That  would  be  all  very  well  if  thssy*- 
tcm  were  going  to  be  tried  fairly ;  bat  the  a- 
X>eriment  was  not  a  fair  one.  So  long  as  ikn 
got  people  in  London  to  give  them  the  znoa^ 
to  be  laid  out  in  this  way,  and  the  pioeeia 
went  into  the  revenue,  that  was  not  a  fair  nf 
of  making  the  experiment. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  honourable  gaJb- 
man  had  not  realized  the  position,  or  stated  'it 
correctly.  That  they  borrowed  money  in  !«• 
don  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  inteiertw 
put  into  the  current  revenue,  was  true;  to 
that  was  perfectly  legitimate.  The  interest* 
the  money  was  5  per  cent.,  and  that  was  pw 
into  the  current  revenue.  The  case  waspn- 
cisely  analogous  to  the  railway  system. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  tho  difierenoe  wasthitfi 
this  instance  the  property  passed  into  pii'js 
hands,  whereas  in  the  case  of  nulwys  aft 
works  were  the  property  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  property  of  the 
settler  w<w  as  much  the  property  of  thecolflj 
as  a  railway  was,  because  the  colony  »3a» 
derive  the  interest.  Improvements,  on  whiu 
interest  was  paid,  were  made  on  property  is 
one  case,  and  m  the  other  a  railway  was  can-  j 
structcd,  and  in  botla  cases  tho  colony  «»  \ 
be  net!  ted.  There  was  no  difierenco  «^.*^^j 
did  not  matter  how  the  money  iraa  in««*} 
so  long  as  interest  upon  the  investments^ 
drawn  ;  and  the  money  lent  to  the  «tafl 
would  produce  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  BRYCE  could  not  understand  how  i^ 
honourable  gentleman  could  sftT  '^^^ 
the  experience  of  the  district  railways  bdJW 
thom,  and  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  to » 
relieved  from  rates.  From  his  ohservaboQ  J. 
these  bush-farms,  he  knew  these  people  ^ 
have  a  hard  struggle  for  existence,  and  tficj 
would  be  able  to  make  out  a  very  we^ 
story  when  they  applied  to  be  relicTed  oiaKu 
rents. 

]\Ir.  BALLANCE  said  that  was  anotti^J^ 
tion  altogether,  and  he  did  not  ^**"*J^ 
would  be  any  pressure  brought  to  ^^"JJ^ 
relief,  because  of  the  great  competition  tfio" 
would  bo  for  these  holdings.  , 

Mr.  DODSON  said  the  great  difference^ 
tween  these  holdings  and  railways  was  u* 
railways  were  a  realizable  asset. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  no^  I 
parison  between  railways  and  these  ^^^'^ 
because  the  latter  would  pay  interest  »w»'»  \ 
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lereas  railways  did  not  pay  interest  on  the 
mey  expended. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  the  best  way  to 
big  the  matter  to  an  issue  was  to  move  that 
0  Tote  be  struck  out.  They  would  then  know 
iowexe  for  and  who  were  against  this  pro- 
oal.  Those  who  were  opposing  it  quite  lost 
At  of  the  fact  that  every  acre  brought  under 
itivation  would  add  to  the  wealth  of  the 
lony. 

Major  ATEINSON  was  quite  willing  to  see 
16  experiment  tried.  The  only  thing  he 
ared  was  the  same  evil  as  already  existed  in 
nmeotion  with  deferred-payment  land,  per- 
itaal-leasing  land,  and  pastoral  land  held  by 
OQAnts  of  the  Crown.  The  State  was  always 
ideavouring  to  get  more  out  of  its  tenants 
lan  it  was  possible  for  them  to  pay,  and  he 
as  afraid,  therefore,  that  these  people  would 
ot  be  able  to  pay  5  per  cent.  He  did  not  think 
lat  anj  pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  to  be 
ilieved  of  liabilities  so  long  as  men  had  a  fair 
largin  to  live  upon.  The  whole  difficulty  at 
resent  arose  from  the  Irish-landlord  business 
n  the  part  of  the  State.  It  would  be  absolutely 
Acessazy  to  appoint  a  tribunal  to  fix  the  rents 
torn  time  to  time  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
aoe.  He  wished  to  caution  the  Minister  that 
16  would  not  get  5  per  cent,  from  bush- farms. 

Mr.  BALlLANCE  did  not  wish  at  present  to 
tiscuss  the  question  of  a  tribunal ;  but  he 
roold  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
hat  the  failure  of  the  present  system  arose 
lom  people  paying  too  much  for  land  in  com- 
Wtition  at  auction. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
Ssntleman  was  mistaken  as  to  the  auction  sys- 
lem.  He  knew  many  men  who  had  bought 
3io  land  from  those  who  had  bought  at  auction, 
liho  were  being  ruined. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  these  were  to  be 
village  settlements  or  special  settlements. 

Mr.  BALLANGE.— Village  settlements. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Minister  had 
been  talking  as  if  he  meant  special  settlements. 
Ho  was  himself  anxious  to  see  this  experiment 
pat  into  such  a  shape  that  it  would  be  suc- 
oessful.  It  was  nearly  fifteen  years  since  he 
tned  this  system  and  succeeded,  the  present 
Arowhenua  township  being  the  result.  The 
Vfstem  might  succeed  if  it  were  limited  to 
pnmding  men  with  comfortable  residences, 
rot  if  the  Minister  tried  to  make  a  commercial 
tDmsaction  of  it  beyond  that  he  would  fail. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  said  the  Minister  stated 
that  if  the  people  left  the  land  the  land  and  im- 
pioTements  would  be  there  ;  but  he  could  say, 
uom  his  own  knowledge,  that  if  these  bush- 
sections  were  left  unoccupied  for  any  time  they 
would  get  covered  with  scrub,  and  all  the  im- 
pEoveinents  wotdd  vanish.  Then,  again,  these 
Kttiements  were  to  be  near  towns,  and  it 
ivoQld  be  impossible  to  get  the  land  at  so  low  a 
pice  as  the  honourable  gentleman  mentioned  ; 
ttd  if  the  price  was  higher  than  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  it  would  be  impossible  for 
HKwe  men  to  pay  5  per  cent,  on  a  farm  of  fifty 
•wes. 
Mr.  HOBBS  would  like  to  see  this  system  a 


success ;  but,  unless  the  people  who  settled  on 
this  land  were  agriculturists,  and  had  some- 
small  capital  to  enable  them  to  live  upon  the 
land  during  the  time  they  were  clearing  it,  it- 
was  likely  to  be  a  failure.  He  knew  that 
already  some  of  these  people  were  inquiring, 
if  the  Government  would  provide  them  with 
**  tucker."  The  Premier  talked  about  putting 
the  unemployed  on  these  holdings ;  but  Uiose 
who  knew  anything  about  the  facts  knew  that- 
at  present,  with  the  low  prices  prevailing,  those 
who  owned  small  homesteads  near  towns  had 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  a  living. 
Unless  the  men  got  good  land,  and  had  some 
capital,  or  got  work,  and  knew  what  they  were 
domg,  the  result  would  be  disastrous  failure. 
The  Minister  also  proposed  to  allow  Natives 
to  select.  That  was  a  very  big  question,  and 
the  House  should  be  careful  about  it.  Failure 
would  be. a  very  serious  thing,  and  the  people 
would  be  put  in  a  most  awkward  position,  and 
the  charitable-aid  fund  of  the  district  would  be 
seriously  taxed. 

Mr.  KERR  said  that  when  the  New  Zealand 
Company  failed  and  the  colony  was  in  a  very 
bad  state  a  number  of  men  were  put  on  pieces, 
of  land.  They  were  good  men,  the  thing  was 
carefully  worked,  and  they  came  out  fairly 
well ;  but,  to  succeed,  men  must  be  really  good, 
and  there  must  be  good  land  given.  It  was 
also  necessary  that  t^ey  should  be  able  to  get 
some  work  in  the  neighbourhood  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  be  able  to  clear  their  land  in  winter. 
If  the  Government  thought  that  they  were, 
going  to  get  men  haphazard,  and  put  them 
on  land  and  give  them  £2  10s.  per  acre  to 
clear  it,  and  charge  a  rent  for  the  land  and  in- 
terest on  the  £2  10s.  besides,  in  his  opinion 
there  would  be  a  great  many  failures.  It. 
would  take  every  farthing  they  could  earn  and 
more,  imless  they  were  specially  good  men,  to 
improve  the  land  and  keep  them.  In  Nelson 
fifty-acre  sections  of  land  were  cut  up  into, 
from  five-acre  to  twenty-acre  blocks.  These 
were  taken  up  by  men  who  had  to  pay  up 
to  £4  an  acre  for  them,  and  all  the  assistance 
they  got  was  three  days'  labour  a  week  from 
the  company.  They  succeeded  very  well, 
because  they  were  really  good  men.  The  Go- 
vernment would  regret  their  mistake  if  they 
did  not  get  only  the  best  sort  of  men ;  but,  if 
they  did  get  good  men,  the  thing  might  work 
out  very  well,  and  the  men  become  valuable 
settlers  to  the  country  and  of  great  benefit, 
to  it.  This  system  worked  really  well  in  Nel- 
son, and  not  one  case  of  failure  did  he  over 
hear  of  in  the  way  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment were  very  careful  as  to  what  they  did 
about  these  village  settlements  a  great  many 
people  would  be  put  in  a  most  unfortunate 
position.  There  were  some  places  where  vil- 
lage settlements  would  succeed  admirably.  At. 
Woodend,  in  Canterbury,  for  instance,  a  lot  of 
small  settlers,  having  the  very  best  land  along- 
side a  main  road,  and  with  a  market  close  by 
for  all  they  could  possibly  grow,  had  done  very 
well  in  the  groat  majority  of  cases ;  but  the 
circumstances  there  were  entirely  exceptional. 
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But  at  Pahiatua  the  circumstances  vcre  al- 
together diCFcrent.  There,  the  people  might 
fell  the  bush,  but  there  would  be  no  guaran- 
tee as  to  their  being  able  to  bum.  Then,  their 
range  of  production  was  very  limited,  because 
it  was  impossible  to  plough  the  land.  Unless 
the  settlers  were  an  exceptionally  good  class  of 
people,  and  had  some  means,  or  were  able  to 
get  work  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  would  in 
a  few  years  be  landed  in  great  difficulties. 
The  Government  should  go  to  work  with  great 
caution  regarding  these  village  settlements. 
Mistakes  were  very  easily  made.  In  the  growth 
of  produce  in  New  Zealand,  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  the  growers  had  very 
formidable  compctitorH  in  supplying  the  Eng- 
lish market ;  and  unless  we  grew  and  exported 
produce  under  the  most  favourable  conditions 
wo  were  bound  to  find  ourselves  worsted  by 
competitors  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Through  the  auction  system  of  buying  Crown 
land  no  doubt  many  people  had  been  led  into 
great  difficulties,  owing  to  over -competition. 
It  was  difficult,  however,  for  the  Legislature  to 
protect  a  man  from  the  consequences  of  his 
own  foolishness.  He  would  ft;,'ain  urge  that 
the  utmost  care  should  he  taken  in  regard  to 
these  village  settlements,  to  prevent  disaster 
and  disapjiointment  to  many. 
Vote,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Watkiiworks  on  Goldfiklds. 
Vote,  Water-races,  Middle   Island,  £15,100, 
agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — PuncnASF  of  Native  Lands. 

^linister  of  Native  Affairs,  i;i20,0C)0. 

Mr.  BRYCK  would  like  to  have  a  pledge 
that  the  Government  were  not  going  to  buy 
Native  land  on  commission.  He  believed  that 
the  law  did  not  allow  it,  and  of  course  the  law 
should  not  be  violated  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  He  could  not  understand  how,  in  the 
past,  the  vouchers  hod  passed  tlie  Audit.  The 
matter  was  one  of  considerable  importance, 
and  he  should  like  to  have  a  better  opportunity 
for  giving  his  reasons  for  the  discontinuance  of 
a  system  which  he,  at  any  rate,  regarded  as  an 
improper  system,  and  why  it  should  not  bo 
again  adopted,  in  view  of  the  unfavourable  ex- 
perience the  colony  had  already  gained  in 
regard  to  it. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  system  of  pur- 
chasing Native  land  by  commission  had  been 
confined  to  the  district  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Restriction  Act  of  1884,  and  there  the 
system  had  been  resorted  to  for  a  special  pur- 
pose. The  Land  Purchase  officer  at  Wanganui, 
Mr.  Butler,  reported  that  he  could  not  pur- 
-chaso  land  without  certain  assistance,  and  he 
made  certain  recommendations,  with  which 
the  Government  acquiesced,  because  they 
wanted  to  acquire  the  land.  They  thought  that 
if  they  could  get,  say,  half  a  million  acres  on 
the  northern  trunk  line  within  twelve  months 
— and  that  would,  ho  believed,  be  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  the  colony — it  would 
justify  going  on  with  the  railway.  That  was 
ihe  consideration  which  induced  the  Govern- 
or. Buclianan 


ment  to  consent  to  pay  by  commioioQ  in  tb 
case,  and  the  resumption  of  the  system  vis  oa- 
f  ully  limited  to  the  land  required  within  a  peaoi 
of  BIX  months,  and  it  would  not  be  eiteoU 
when  the  present  negotiations  came  to  an  eai 
Subject  to  what  he  had  said,  he  was  quite  pn> 
pared  to  give  the  honourable  gentlemin  tk 
pledge  he  had  asked  for.  The  Govermnent  £i 
not  intend  to  continue  the  system.  HeRcof- 
nized  fully  that  tlic  whole  system  of  paidnK 
of  Native  land  must  undergo  revision  vhestk 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  came  idi 
force,  because  that  materially  altered  the  Iff 
and  the  system.  He  quite  agreed  that  as  a 
rule,  purchase  by  commission  waa  not  a  food 
system ;  but,  for  the  reasons  he  had  staiei,  a 
carefully-limited  agreement  had  been  made  ii 
to  purchase  along  the  northern  trunk  line. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  honourable  gcntlemiB 
had  relieved  his  mind  very  much  by  staani 
what  he  had.  He  wanted  to  direct  attentkE, 
however,  to  one  point.  Take  a  large  block  a 
the  western  side  of  the  railway :  it  would  bawi 
thousand  owners.  He  supposed,  as  the  bococr- 
able  gentleman  had  himself  pointed  out  it 
would  be  a  very  easy  thing  to  get  a  consid«r&ye 
proportion  of  the  signatures  of  these  owaai; 
but  as  the  number  of  those  who  had  not  siprf 
grew  less  the  difficulty  would  increase.  TluJ 
difficulty  would  arise  as  to  several  blocks,  aad 
at  the  end  of  the  six  months  the  whole  of  tb 
signatures  would  not  be  obtained,  althou^  it 
might  have  been  easy  to  get  the  fiist  tfan^ 
fourths.  The  commission  agents  would  that 
fore  be  paid  pro  rata,  in  that  way,  for  a  part  « 
the  work,  and  lust  as  they  were  approach^ 
the  main  difficulty  the  time  would  haveeipwi. 
He  thought  it  would  be  unfair  to  the  colony n 
the  agents  were  paid  in  proportion  to  the  hub- 
her  of  signatures  they  obtained. 

l^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  the  agent  hadtoeiat 
all  his  efforts  to  get  as  many  people  to  sign* 
possible,  knowing  that  every  additional  sign*- 
turc  meant  more  commission.  It  was  a  *^ 
difficult  thing  to  get  signatures  in  someottte 
districts,  but  he  hoped  that  in  twelve  mmtb 
seven-eighths  of  the  signatures  to  the  bwt 
which  had  been  referred  to  would  be  obtainei 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  was  one  thai 
the  Committee  would  note,  and  that  \vM  wit 
the  Native  Minister  had  not  really  faoed"* 
point  which  the  honourable  member  ^^^^ 
totara  had  raised  as  to  the  legality  of  tm 
purchases  on  conomission.  The  point  to  wnitf 
he  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  wa- 
mitteewas  this:  Mr.  Butler  was  employedo 
negotiating  the  purchase  of  this  land  on  oem 
of  the  Government,  assisted  by  Mr.  Stevens,  wM 
was  to  be  paid  by  a  commission.  He  t«hev» 
that  Mr.  Butler  was  one  of  the  best  men  in  tw 
Service  ;  but  was  he  the  right  man  hi  ^^ ^w 
place  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  the  lacdW 
which  he  was  paying  away  the  money  of  w* 
colony?  Having  hod  many  years' expenen« 
in  the  occupation  of  land,  he  knew  there  ^  * 
very  great  difficulty  indeed  in  arriving  at«g 
sound  conclusion  as  to  the  value  of  land  in  wj 
North  Island.  Here  they  had  an  officer  of  ttj 
Goverrmient,  so  far  as  he  knew,  without  tfj 
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«cial  knowledge  on  this  head,  paying  large 
uns  away,  when  he  oaght  to  be  acoompanied 
f  another  officer  picked,  as  far  as  the  Govem- 
tent  was  able  to  do  it,  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
line  of  the  various  descriptions  of  lands. 
Kr.  BALLANGE  said  this  block  was  in- 
^ted  before  Mr.  Butler  was  on  the  scene, 
ad  the  Government  had  a  recommendation 
x>m  Mr.  Bochfort,  who  was  a  good  judge  of 
ind.  They  had  full  information  as  to  the  value 
(  this  land  from  various  sources,  which  were 
tioroughly  reliable.  With  regard  to  the  legal 
aestiou  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of 
tie  land,  he  admitted  that  the  spirit  of  the  law 
light  not  allow  of  purchase  by  commission.  If 
A  had  known  that  at  the  time,  he  would  not 
ave  entered  into  this  arrangement ;  but  the 
irangcments  were  made  entirely  in  the  inter- 
&tB  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
his  land,  and  he  thought  the  results  would  be 
leneflcial. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  Committee 
tad  reason  to  thank  the  Minister  for  the  way 
n  which  he  hod  met  this  question.  With  re- 
(ud  to  Mr.  Rochfort  being  a  good  judge  of  land, 
le  should  think  it  rather  tmreasonable  to  ex- 
)ect  that,  as  his  time  had  been  taken  up  in  a 
©tally  different  direction — in  other  words,  he 
uid  not  gone  through  the  **  mill "  of  settlement 
ipon  the  land. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  Minister  had 
pven  the  Committee  a  very  nice  and  full  ex- 
planation of  this  matter.  But  it  ought  to  bring 
khem  to  a  sense  of  their  insecurity  when  they 
band  that  the  Audit  Office  could  pass  such  an 
account  as  correct,  as  Mr.  Stevens,  who  had 
cot  three-fonrths  of  the  signatures  already,  was 
being  paid  at  the  rate  of  £2,500  for  six  months, 
which  was  nearly  approaching  the  Governor's 
ttl&ry,  and  was  altogether  out  of  proportion  to 
the  work. 

Mr.  KERR  had  known  Mr.  Rochfort  for  the 
last  thirty  years — when  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
fflirveying  in  Nelson,  the  Wairau,  and  Amuri — 
and,  if  there  was  a  man  in  this  country  who 
knew  what  good  land  was,  it  was  Mr.  Rochfort, 
who  was  a  practical  farmer  as  well  as  a  prao- 
tical  surveyor. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  referred  to  the  item  of 
t202,0GO  for  other  liabilities  for  purchases  of 
Kative  land,  and  asked  the  Minister  when  he 
expected  the  great  proportion  of  that  to  come 
in. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  ^said  the  Government  had 
the  whole  of  this  in  their  hands.  Large  en- 
gagements had  been  made  from  time  to  time, 
aa  for  beick  as  twenty  years  ago,  and  money 
had  had  to  be  paid  and  advances  made.  These 
liabilities  were  not  liabilities  in  the  real  sense 
of  the  word,  and  tiiey  could  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

^Ir.  BRYCE  said  it  was  true  that  formerly 
there  were  large  engagements  entered  into,  but 
^t  of  them  had  been  written  off,  and  the  lia- 
bilities were  less  a  year  or  two  ago  than  they 
Jf^ro  now:  that  was  to  say,  there  had  been 
habiUties  entered  into  during  the  last  year  or 
*wo  which  had  increased  the  sum.  To  that 
«tent  it  required  explanation.    In  other  re- 


spects the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation 
was  quite  right. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  it  appeared  to  be  a  most 
unbusinesslike  proceeding  not  to  have  a  dis- 
tinct understanding  as  to  the  terms  of  purchase 
of  these  lands. 

Vote,  £20,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. — TEiiKGRAPH  Extension. 

Telegraph  extension,  £21,700. 

Mr.  KERR  said  that  a  great  deal  of  money 
was  wasted  in  carrying  telegraph  poles  from 
one  part  of  the  colony  to  another.  Ho  hoped 
the  Government  would  take  this  matter  into- 
their  consideration,  and  stop  the  heavy  expendi- 
ture on  these  poles. 

Vote,  £21,700,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past- 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday^  9th  August^  1886. 


First  Roadings— Third  Reading— Now  Zealand  Loan 
Bill— Qovemmont  Ijoaus  to  Local  Bodies  Bill 
(No.  3)— Mining  Bill-^oint  Library  Committee- 
Deeds  and  Instruments  Registration  Bill— Public 
Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill— Beer  Duty  Bill— Ofcago 
Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair   at- 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIKST  READINGS. 
Government    Life    Insurance    Bill,    Local 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  Hospitals  and 
Gharitahle  Institutions  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Beer  Duty  Bill. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker  brought  up- 
the  following  report  of  the  Select  Gommittoe 
on  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill : — 

"The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  have  the 
honour  to  report  as  follows : — 

"1.  All  the  railways  specified  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Loan  Bill  have  been  authorized,  or 
purport  to  have  been  authorized,  by  special 
Acts,  except  the  *  Helensville  Northward,*  of 
which  only  about  four  miles  from  the  present 
terminus  at  Helensville  of  the  Kaipara-Wai- 
kato  line  has  been  authorized  by  *  special  Act.*^ 

"  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Public  Works  that  a  Bill  has 
been  prepared  for  introduction  into  the  House 
of  Representatives  having  for  one  of  its  objects 
the  authorization  of  a  continuation  of  this  line 
from  Kaukapakapa  to  Omapere,  a  lake  about 
half-way  between  the  Bay  of  Islands  and 
Hokianga.  The  Committee  is  of  opinion  that 
the  special  Act  required  by  law  to  authorize 
the  constraccion  of  any  line  should  precede  the 
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^rant  of  money;  otherwise  the  appropriation 
would  bo  nugatory  or  itg  expenditure  illegal. 

"  It  also  appears  that  by  the  same  Bill  it  is 
propo<;ed  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a 
railway  '  from  the  main  line  of  the  Waitaki- 
Bluff  Railway  at  Oamaru  to  the  Oamaru 
Breakwater.*  No  sum  appears  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Loan  Bill  for  thin  line,  which  lias  been 
taken  over  from  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board, 
•and  paid  for  by  an  appropriation  of  £9,81G 
under  'The  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
Appropriation  Act,  1885.'  Tlic  object  of  intro- 
ducing thin  line  into  the  Bill  is  understood 
to  be  to  legalize  it  and  make  good  the  title  to 
the  land  over  wliicli  it  is  constructed. 

•*  The  duty  of  determining  whether  it  is  ex- 
podit'nt  that  any  given  lino  shall  be  constructed 
18  imposed  by  law  on  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Itepresentatives  equally.  It  is 
a  question  altogether  apart  from  any  money- 
vote;  and  tlie  C\)inmittee  in  of  opinion  tliat  the 
Council  >sould  ahilicate  its  function  in  this 
r<"*pi'et  and  entirely  nopleet  its  duty  if  it  failed 
to  satisfy  itself  that  all  railway-lmcs  to  be  con- 
structed are  duly  authorized  by  special  Acts  in 
conf«»rniity  witli  the  requirements  of  the  Ipav. 

*•  The  ('on)mitteo  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  several  of  the  lines 
Appear  in  the  seliedule  to  the  Bill  under  dif- 
ferent names  from  those  used  in  the  Acts  by 
which  then*  cou'^truction  is  authorized.  For 
instance,  the  *  Blenheim  to  Awatcro '  of  the 
Loan  Bill  i.-;  suppoM-d  to  be  authorized  by  a 
special  Act  unikr  the  name  of  *Pieton- 
Huriinui  '  ;  the  *  Seaward  liush  Branch  * 
under  the  description  *  From  the  main  line 
Waitaki-Blull  liailway  to  Oteramika-Toitois ;' 
and  tho  *  Kdtndale  to  Fortroso  *  by  the  name 
of  tho  •  Waitaki-BlufI  from  Edendale  to  Toi- 
tois.' 

"  Tho  Committee  do  not  express  any  doubt 
that  the  several  special  Acts  already  passed 
were  intended  and  are  supposed  to  legalize 
these  lines.  How  far  they  have  done  so  the 
Connnittee  do  not  think  necessary  to  discuss 
in  dealing  with  this  Bill,  but  they  may  remark 
that  whether  the  several  descriptions  of  the 
lines  in  the  special  authorizing  Acts  are  suffi- 
•cient  to  identify  tlio  lines  with  their  descrip- 
tions in  the  Loan  and  Appropriation  Bills  may 
become  a  question  of  interpretation  for  the 
Supreme  Court,  if  any  one  should  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  raise  it. 

**  The  Committee  have  also  to  observe  that 
the  sum  of  iil5(),(K)0  in  the  schedule  to  tho 
Loan  Bill  provided  for  *a<lditions  to  open 
lines '  is  not  intended  to  bo  s]H'nt  in  tlie  con- 
struction of  extensions,  as  might  bo  supposed, 
but,  according  to  tho  evidence,  is  to  be  a}>plied 
in  abiding  sidings,  station-buildings,  and  other 
conveniences  to  lines  already  open. 

*'  As  regards  the  still  largL-r  sum  of  £;^2r),000, 
it  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  that  materials  which  have  been  pur- 
chased by  money  allocated  to  other  works  are 
to  be  used  on  the  scheduled  lines  of  tho  Loan 
Bill,  and  these  materials  it  is  intended  to 
replace  bv  materials  pui chased  with  part  of 
Iho  i;:)2G,UOO. 


**  2.  With  regard  to  the  other  bnseh  o!  tki 
reference,  the  Committee  requested  t^  Zi^ 
Secretary  to  tabulate  his  evidence  on  the  ib^ 
ject  in  a  return,  which  he  has  done,  aod its 
annexed  to  this  report.  The  Council  will  M 
that  this  return  gives  useful  infoimatioQ  kh 
condensed  form  as  to  the  state  of  the  worfaa 
the  lines  in  course  of  constraction,ajMialsoii 
to  the  estimated  cost  of  their  compledon. 

**  The  Committee  regret  that  their  wod  ha 
not  been  so  thoroughly  done  as  tii^  coiH 
have  wished,  in  consequence  of  the  rezyilKSt 
time — three  days  only — allowed  for  thebaei- 
ing-up  of  their  report ;  and  the  near  appnsek 
of  the  termination  of  the  session  has  predodai 
them  from  asking  for  an  extension.  *  The  e^ 
dence,  also,  for  the  same  reason,  basnstbea 
corrected  as  usual  by  the  witnesses." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS. -Witii  ths 
leave  of  the  Council,  I  have  now  to  mofe,  HiS 
this  Bill  be  committed  presently.  I  do  tiis 
with  a  view  of  advancing  it  a  stage  to-dav,  tad 
it  can  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  I  d» 
not  think  there  can  be  any  objection  to  thi 
course  I  propose,  as  there  has  been  no  ojfoi- 
tion  to  the  Bill,  and  it  is  very  important  ait 
it  should  be  pa«;sed  at  tho  earliest  posabfe 
time.  The  San  Francisco  mail  leaves  on  Sis- 
day,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  Govemmo* 
should  be  able  to  inform  the  Agent-GeacnJ 
what  has  been  done. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT     LOANS    TO   LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL  (No.  2). 

On  the  question.  That  the  Govennnert 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  (No.  2)  be  read  4ft 
third  time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  !^IENZIES  said -I  move.Tlai 
this  Bill  be  read  the  third  time  this  daythiw 
months.  I  think  it  contains  a  provision  wliic'' 
is  a  most  objectionable  one.  This  Bill  ** 
warmly  debated  during  its  pro^ss  through 
the  Council  before.  I  say  *'  this  Bill."'  06^^ 
it  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  which  ba 
already  been  considered  by  the  Council  «* 
former  occasion,  and  it  was  amended  in  iti 
progress  through  tho  Council,  the  conscquffl* 
of  which  was  that  you,  Sir,  directed  thas » 
should  be  laid  aside.  The  records  were  Bal^ 
sequently  examined  by  a  Committee  of^ 
other  House,  bv  deputation,  to  ascertain  ww 
had  been  done'  with  the  Bill;  and,  ^?^r^ 
covcrv  of  the  amendments  which  were  ntfW 
in  the  Bill,  the  House  of  Bepresentftti^ 
passed  another  Bill  in  similar  terms,  and  sect 
it  up  here;  and  that  is  the  Bill  now  under  coo- 
sideration.  It  contains,  however,  8^  ^  ^ 
said,  one  very  objectionable  provision,  and tW* 
is  that  it  enables  the  Colonial  Treasnier» 
appropriate  money  which  has  not  beenapfH^ 
priated  by  Parliament.  It  is  said  that,in*^^ 
much  as  the  Bill  which  was  laid  aside  heieij 
the  same  as  that  now  under  consideration,^ 
as  the  House  of  Representatives  has  adopts 
tiio  amendments  of  tho  Legislative  Co^» 
therefore  tho  Legislative  Council  is  bound  ^ 
honour  to  pass  this  Bill  without  hesitatioo- 
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-say,  in  answer  to  that — ^First  of  all,  the  Bill  is 
not  the  same :  it  contains  all,  I  believe,  that 
the  Bill  which  was  laid  aside  contained,  but 
it  contains  an  additional  clause.  It  is  not  the 
same  Bill  identically.  And,  in  the  second  place, 
it  contains  the  same  objectionable  provision 
firhich  the  Bill  that  was  finally  laid  aside  in 
the  Council  contained,  and  which  was  objected 
to  by  a  large  section  of  the  Council.  And  I 
would  point  oat  that  the  Council  was  not  fully 
.attended  on  the  occasion  when  that  clause  was 
debated,  and  on  the  division  upon  the  clause  a 
smaller  number  of  members  than  usually  at- 
tend voted  ;  and  the  fact  that  the  majority  was 
only  a  majority  of  one  should  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  Council  that  opinion  was  pretty 
equally  divided  on  the  question.  I  object  to 
the  Bill  for  that  reason,  and  for  that  reason 
only.  I  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  third 
time  this  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  hope  my  honour- 
able friend  will  withdraw  his  amendment,  and 
allow  this  Bill  to  go  through  without  division. 
I  am  sure  every  honourable  member  will  bear 
me  out  in  saying  that,  if  there  was  no  distinct 
4Uid  explicit  understaiiding,  yet  there  was  an 
implied  understanding  that  this  Bill  should  be 
permitted  to  go  through.  My  honourable  friend 
said  there  was  only  a  majority  of  one :  but  there 
was  a  majority,  and  it  is  the  majority  that 
jnast  rule.  I  hope  we  shall  keep  good  faith 
with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  who 
have  adopted  every  amendment  that  we  made 
in  the  Bill,  and  I  think  we  could  not  possibly 
interfere  with  the  Bill  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD.— Sir,  it  is  quite 
•clear  that,  if  this  had  been  a  Bill  of  an  ordinary 
character,  whatever  might  have  been  the  ob- 
jection to  it  by  a  section  of  the  Council,  and 
although  each  of  the  clauses  might  have  been 
-carried  by  only  a  majority  of  one,  it  would  not 
have  been  in  our  power  to  consider  it ;  because 
the  other  House  has  adopted  all  the  ajnend- 
ments  we  made.  Even  the  suggestion  of  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  would  be  taking  advantage 
of  our  own  weakness  in  the  matter.  The  other 
House,  it  appears  to  me,  has  treated  us  in  this 
matter  in  a  gracious  and  kindly  manner — a 
manner  showing  a  desire  to  maintain  perfectly 
iriendly  relations  with  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and,  by  the  amendment  now  moved,  we 
are  s^ked  to  reject  all  that  we  have  already  ap- 
proved. The  other  House  knows  nothing  of 
•the  majorities  that  pass  any  measure  or  any 
portion  of  a  measure.  The  act  of  a  majority  is 
the  act  of  the  Council,  and  the  other  House 
only  knows  that  a  majority  is  in  favour  of  a  Bill 
or  certain'portions  of  it.  As  to  the  small  num- 
ber of  members  alleged  to  have  been  present  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  there  were,  with  the 
Ohairman,  thirty-six  members  present,  and  at 
that  time  there  were  only  about  forty  members 
of  the  Council  in  Wellington.  I  do  not  think 
that  was  an  insi^oificant  number,  I  say  it  is 
«n  unfortunate  thing  that  this  amendment  has 
been  moved ;  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  put  the 
matter  in  the  best  possible  form  when  he  said 
that  it  would  be  better  if  the  honourable  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  could  bring  himself  to 


withdraw  it,  and  let  the  Bill  pass  without  divi- 
sion. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

MINING  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  80. — Miners'  rights. 
The  Committee   divided    on    the    question, 
**  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes, 

18. 

Bamicoat 

Bathgate 

Bonar 

Brett 

Buckley 

Campbell 

Kenny 

Lahmann 

McLean 

Peacock 

Peter 

Reeves 

Reynolds 

Scotland 

Shrimski 

Taiaroa 

Walker 

Wigley. 

Noes, 

12. 

Dignan 
Fraser 

Johnson,  G.  B 
Mantell 

Martin 
Menzics 
Miller 
Pollen 

Robinson 
Whitaker 
Williamson 
Wilson. 

Clause  agre< 

Majority 
3d  to. 

for, 

6. 

JOINT  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson  brought  up 
the  following  report  of  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee : — 

"Tho  Joint  Library  Committee,  having  re- 
considered their  report  of  the  30th  July,  which 
was  referred  back  to  them,  together  with  a 
recommendation  regarding  the  lending  of  books 
during  the  recess  to  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture living  at  a  distance  from  Wellington,  have 
come  to  the  following  resolutions,  which  they 
recommend  for  adoption : — 

"1.  That  the  following  members  of  both 
Houses  be  the  Joint  Library  Committee  for 
the  recess:  Hon.  Sir  William  Fitzherbert, 
Hon.  ilr.  Randall  Johnson,  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell, 
Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  Hon.  Mr. 
Brandon,  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  Hon.  Mr. 
Tole,  Mr.  C.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr. 
Wakefield,  Dr.  Newman,  Hon.  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  Mr.  Menteath. 

**  2.  That  the  list  of  persons  to  be  admitted 
to  the  full  privileges  of  the  General  Assembly 
Library  during  the  recess  be  the  same  as  for 
last  year. 

**  3.  That  visitors  may,  on  application  to  the 
Chairman,  be  admitted  to  the  library  for  the 
purpose  of  reference. 

"  4.  That  literary  workers  or  students  of  a 
special  subject  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Chairman,  be  permitted  to  take  out  specified 
works  on  that  subject. 

"  5.  That,  having  considered  the  reference  to 
them  regardiog  the  lending  of  books  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  living  at  a  distance  from 
Wellington  during  the  recess,  they  find  that 
there  are  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
giving  effect  to  the  recommendation  that  they 
do  not  see  their  way  to  carry  it  out  at  present. 
They  consider  that,  if  a  particular  work  is  re- 
quired by  a  member  in  any  special  case,  an 
application  to  the  Chairman  may  enable  suck 
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member  to  procure  it,  and  that  the  Chairman 
be  authorized  to  lend  books  in  such  cases.** 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  said  that, 
seeing  that  the  scsHion  was  so  far  advanced,  he 
wished  to  a^  the  leave  of  the  Council  to  move 
the  adoption  of  this  report  without  notice.  In 
doing  60,  he  might  mention  that  the  first  four 
resolutions  of  this  report  were  the  same  as 
those  which  had  been  adopted  a  short  time 
since,  with  this  exception :  that  the  names  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  and  Mr.  Menteath 
hod  bocn  added  to  the  Kcccss  Committee. 
The  last  resolution  was  that  arrived  at  with 
rofcrcneo  to  the  suggestion  of  the  House  of 
Koprc>ientative8,  and  set  forth  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  after  fully  dis- 
cussing tho  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  would 
be  well  before  the  question  was  put  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  state  whether  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  agreed  to 
this  rejwrt. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  said  those 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who 
were  present  at  the  Committee  had  agreed  to 
it.  He  might  mention  that  the  Committee 
was  summoned  for  Friday  last,  in  the  hope 
that  a  resolution  might  be  arrived  at  in  time 
to  prevent  tho  necessity  of  asking  permission 
to  move  a  motion  without  notice,  as  he  now 
had  to  do ;  but  tliere  was  no  quorum  present, 
and  the  Committee  only  sat  that  morning. 
He  believed  there  was  only  one  dissentient — 
a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture— to  the  resolution  in  question. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  a  message  ordered  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
accordingly. 

DEEDS  AND  INSTRUMENTS  REGIS- 
TRATION BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — District  Agents  may  be  appointed 
for  transmitting  instruments  for  registration 
under  Deeds  Registration  Act. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  That  the 
clause  bo  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  13. 
Barnicoat  Peacock  Swanson 

Bathgate  Pollen  Taiaroa 

Bonar  Reynolds  Wiglcy 

Lahmann  Shrimski  Williamson. 

McLean 

Noes,  0. 
Brandon  Kenny  Peter 

Eraser  ^lonzies  Shephard 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Miller  Whitaker. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  BILL. 
Tho  Hon.  Ur.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That  the 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 


The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  hava 
objection  to  this  Bill.    I  ahaJI  not  more  m 
amendment  to  the  motion  jost  pooposed,  bctt 
shall  certainly  vote  against  the  Bill.  It  tfigem 
to  me  to  be  a  Bill  which  the  Gooncil  oo^  lot 
to  pass.    I  may  call  the  attention  of  the  Caa^ 
cil,  as  I  did  before,  to  clauses  10  and  IL  1 
division  took  place  on  clause  10,  and  the  Cob^ 
cil  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  latserpid 
of  it  should  remain — "  and  the  rent  to  be  p^ 
able  in  respect  of  such  new  lease  shall  in  a* 
case  be  less  than  that    payable    under  tb 
previous  lease."    Therefore  it  appears  thsl  te 
rent  would  remain  precisely  the  same.    Tbs& 
division  took  place  on  clause  U,  and  h  w 
amended.    As  I  have  asked  before,  how  ii  i 
possible  for  rent  to  become  due  after  sorreidBr 
has  been  accepted?    After  the  surroidfiriaft 
been  accepted  there  is  an  end  to  the  lesae.  I 
object  to  tho  whole  system  on  this  gfoasd: 
that  it  is  altogether  one-sided.     There  sbooll 
not  only  be  power  to  reduce    the  rent,  h^ 
there  should  be  some  power  to  raise  it  sl^ 
Again,  the  clauses  in  the  schedule  are  wrader- 
ful  clauses,  and  contain  five  times  as  manv 
words  as  are  necessary  for  effecting  vkat  is 
intended  to  be  done,  and  they  make  the  'a- 
terprctation  very  questionable  indeed.    Taa^ 
clause  13  says,  **  A  leasing  authority  may,  bj 
resolution,  adopt  the  provisions  of  Part  IV.  sad 
Part  VII.  of  *  The  Land  Act,  1885.'"  Now.  Part 
IV.  of  the  Land  Act  relates  to  this  peipetiu^ 
leasing  system.    Are  we  going  to  admit  ^ 
system  with  all  these  public  bodies  ?    If  tbst  to 
be  the  rule  ?    It  appears  to  me  that,  in  a  Bill  cf 
this  character,  we '^  are  about  to  intiodoee  a 
very  important  change  without  any  proper  ctm- 
sideration  of  it.    There  is  a  great  dealofdi£- 
culty  in  amending  a  Bill  of  this  description ;  bat, 
whatever  that  may  be,  it  does  appear  to  m* 
that  we  should  not  adopt,  by  a  side-wind,  tfe» 
perpetual-leasing  clauses  for  all  public  bodies. 
If  there  was  anything  like  a  Court  or  tribtmal 
established    by  which  the  rents  mighe  tm 
time  to  time  be  adjusted,  I  do  not  know  *M 
there  would  be  any  great  objection  to  it.   Bst 
it  is  the  one-sided  character  of  the  Bill  filtt^ 
I  consider  so  unreasonable  and  nnfair.   1%^ 
is  no  provision  for  increasing  the  rent    V« 
are  called  upon  to    pass  this  measure  tX  s 
moment  when  the  prices  of  wool  and  tagosaJr 
tural  produce  are  very  low.    Li  the  lobby,  lio«- 
cvcr,  we  see  posted  up  a  notice  to  the  effect  thit 
wool  has  gone  up,  and  therefore,  as  a  ma^ 
of  course,  there  will  probably  be  no  necesaty 
for  these  reductions.    There  is  another  atims 
reason  against  the  Bill.    We  introduce  a  new 
principle  —  that  of  the  reduction  of  rents  bf 
theso  local  bodies  described  in  the  Bill.  Tbd 
matter  of  the    reduction    of   rent  on  Ctovn 
lands  has  been  recently  considered  by  a  Coio- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  f^ 
they  report  against  it»  having  gone  foUv  i&^ 
the  matter.  I  recommend  honourable  membtf 
to  consider  the  report,  and  the  evidence  tai^en 
by  this  Committee.    I  do  not  wish  my  name  to 
appear  on  the  records  of  this  Council  as  d0( 
having  opposed  a  Bill  of  this  character.   Heie- 
af ter,  if  the  Bill  is  found  to  work  badly,  I  ^ 
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re  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  warned 
t  Council  at  the  time  of  what  they  were 
ng.  I  shall  vote  against  the  third  reading, 
I  call  for  a  division. 

the  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— The  honourable 
itleman  who  has  just  spoken  takes  ;io  posi- 
&  action  in  this  matter.  But  I  think  there 
I  some  other  points,  to  which  he  has  not 
Bded,  regarding  which  the  Bill  is  very  objeo- 
aable.  I  do  not  altogether  concur  with  him 
the  whole  of  the  points  on  which  he  has 
kUenged  the  Bill.  I  conceive  that,  where  the 
nslature  is  satisfied  that  certain  classes  are 
tering  from  paying  too  much  for  the  use  of 
i  public  lands,  in  order  to  retain  indus- 
ms  occupants  it  should  modify  the  terms  on 
bh  those  occupants  hold  the  lands.  It  is 
k  desirable  to  refuse  to  give  some  relief  when 
I  result  of  continued  refusal  will  be  to  send 
nbers  of  them  to  the  Insolvency  Court. 
at  such  will  be  the  case  if  no  relief  comes 
m  any  quarter,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever ; 
i  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Government 
mid,  under  the  circumstances,  endeavour 
give  some  relief,  independently  altogether 
any  relief  that  may  come  from  other  quar- 
8.  '  Some  relief  may  come  from  better  prices 
piDduce,  which  the  honourable  member  has 
ncated  will  be  a  boon  to  many  of  them. 
It  I  fear  that  to  a  very  considerable  number 
Kt  boon  will  come  too  late.  The  remission 
a  portion  of  the  prices  that  may  be  due  on 
ft  aeferred-']paymenc  sections  might  induce 
my  industrious  settlers  to  rub  on,  and  en- 
le  them  to  meet  their  liabilities  ultimately, 
tose  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  I  support, 
d  on  account  of  which  I  might  accept  the 
U  even  in  its  present  shape,  are  those  which 
able  the  leasing  authorities  to  give  some 
lief.  I  admit  that  it  is  expedient  to  ex- 
od  the  same  power  to  Waste  Lands  Boards, 
think  they  can  safely  be  trusted  with  that 
wer,  and  to  dispose  of  lands  in  the  way 
06t  conducive  to  the  interest^  which  thoy 
present.  For  that  reason  I  shall  not  vote 
ainst  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  I 
sh,  Sir,  to  move  an  amendment — namely, 
recommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
nsidering  clauses  14  and  18.  Clause  14 
ovides  that,  in  the  event  of  the  provisions  of 
ats  lY.  and  VII.  of  the  Land  Act  being 
aught  into  operation  by  any  of  the  leasing 
ithoritics,  the  Governor  may,  by  Order  in 
nrncil,  modify  the  provisions.  I  think  that  is 
I  extremely  objectionable  power  to  give.  We 
ready  give  very  large  powers  to  the  Governor 
Council  in  framing  regulations,  which,  when 
imed,  have  the  force  of  law.  I  consider  that, 
a  general  rule,  these  regulations  should  only 
■ntinae  in  force  during  the  recess,  and  that 
tor  the  Legislature  had  been  in  session  a 
tort  time  these  regulations  should  come  under 
view ;  but,  while  this  was  done,  they  should 
It  continue  equivalent  to  enactment  by  statute, 
ndcr  clause  14  the  Governor  may  modify  the 
^visions,  especially  of  the  perpetual-leasing 
Mae.  The  other  part  of  the  Land  Act  re- 
lied to  is  one  that  deals  with  small  areas  of 
fusing  runs.    I  do  not  know  that  the  Bill 
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would  be  so  objectionable  in  the  latter  case  ; 
but,  seeing  that  the  perpetual-leasing  system 
is  one  that  was  not  generally  approved  by  the 
Legislature,  and  was  brought  about  by  the 
energetic  perseverance  of  Ministers  of  Lands 
for  years  past,  and  has  not  been  allowed  to 
be  brought  into  operation  to  any  serious  extent, 
I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient,  by  a  sort  o€ 
side-wind,  to  tcJce  further  steps  to  afford  relief 
in  this  perpetual-leasing  system.  The  powers, 
I  hold,  are  not  such  as  the  Legislature  should 
grant,  and,  in  this  particular  instance,  there  is 
an  additional  reason  why  this  should  not  be 
done.  The  18th  clause  is  the  climax  to  this 
provision,  because  it  sweepingly  repeals  all 
Acts  that  will  be  foimd  repugnant  to  whatever 
provisions  the  Bill  may  contain  and  alterations 
the  Governor  may  provide  by  Order  in  Council, 
No  doubt  honourskble  members  have  had  an 
opportunity,  since  the  Bill  was  in  Conmiittee,  of 
carefully  and  coolly  considering  these  clauses, 
and  I  think  they  can  hardly  fail  to  agree  with 
the  view  which  I  maintain.  That  clause  is 
establishing  a  principle  which  we  should  not 
allow.  I  move.  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  clauses  14  and 
18 ;  and  I  trust  that  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  will  not  object  to  consider- 
ing this  amendment  for  the  reconsideration  of 
these  clauses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  think  I 
should  be  trifling  with  the  time  of  the  Coun- 
cil if  I  did  not  point  out  my  reasons  for  differ- 
ing from  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
and  for  not  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Menzies.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Bill  under  consideration,  I  can  say, 
has  been  discussed  in  this  Council  with  more 
earnestness  than  most  Bills  are  discussed ; 
and,  being  new  matter,  every  clause  of  the  Bill 
has  been  considered  very  carefully  from  almost 
every  point  of  view.  Aiid  I  should  here  point 
out  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  fallacy  under- 
lying the  argument  used  in  opposition  to  the 
Bill  —  namely,  that  this  would  not  have  oc- 
curred had  it  not  been  for  something  that  has 
been  heard  outside  about  an  attempt  being 
made  to  reduce  pastoral  rents.  If  honourable 
members  will  look  at  the  2nd  section  they  will 
see  that  the  words  "  leasing  authority  "  are  as 
clearly  defined  as  they  possibly  can  be.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  justify  the  element 
to  which  I  have  referred  being  imported 
into  this  discussion.  In  regard  to  clauses  10 
and  11,  the  honourable  gentleman  contends 
that  there  is  a  great  inconsistency  botwcen 
them.  With  all  due  deference  to  his  opinion, 
as  coming  also  from  the  leader  of  our  profes- 
sion, I  must  say  I  differ  from  him  entirely.  I 
maintain  they  are  two  distinct  clauses.  Clause 
10  gives  the  leasing  authority  power  to  accept 
surrender  of  lease  on  condition,  in  the  first 
place,  that  a  new  lease  is  taken,  and,  secondly, 
that  the  rent  to  be  paid  on  the  new  lease  shall 
not  be  less  than  that  payable  under  the  pre- 
vious lease.  Clause  11  gives  power  to  the  local 
body  to  accept  surrender,  but  there  is  nojyption 
for  the  lessee  to  take  a  new  lease  ' 
compete  at  auction  for  the  lear 
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that  he  would  have  to  take  the  ordinary  course 
proscribed  by  this  Act.  My  honourable  friend 
baa  also  referred  to  the  ficheduie.    Clause  6 

»y«»— 

••  Except  where  express  provision  is  ma<1e  to 
Ihe  contrary,  every  lease  so  granted  shall  con- 
tain the  provisions  set  forth  in  the  schedule 
to  this  Act,  or  provisions  similar  thereto ;  and 
the  same,  when  so  inserted,  shall  be  binding  on 
the  leasing  authority  and  on  the  tenant  execut- 
ing such  lease." 

There  can  be  nothing  fairer  than  that.  There 
is  no  ca.st-iron  rule  about  this.  Then,  the 
honourable  gontlt-man  calls  my  attention  to 
the  proviso,  which  is, — 

**  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  section  con- 
tained shall  authorize  a  leasing  authority  to 
exercise  the  powers  hereby  conferred — 

**  (a.)  In  respect  of  any  pastoral  lands  vested 
in  or  under  the  control  of  such  leasing 
authority ; 

**  (6.)  In  respect  of  any  reserve  for  primary 
or  secondary  education  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  •  The  Education  Reserves 
Act,  1H77,'  or  *Tlie  High  School  Reser\-e8 
Act,  lbS<),'  or  any  amendments  of  those 
Acts  respectively; 
tinless  the  consent  of  tlio  Governor  in  Council 
sliaii  be  first  obtained." 

I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  lessen  the  rents  of  pastoral  lands  ; 
but  my  honourable  friend  will  see  that  this  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  pastoral  tenants 
of  the  Crown.  The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whit- 
aker  also  says  that  there  are  new  principles  of 
tlic  reduction  of  rents.  Kow,  th.ere  is  not  a 
word  said  about  the  reduction  of  rent  in  the 
Bill.  Tiie  power  given  to  accept  a  surrender, 
it  is  true,  includes  a  power  to  reduce  after 
accepting  the  surrender ;  but,  looking  at  the 
price  of  produce  at  the  present  time,  we  hope 
things  will  get  better,  and  that  there  will  not 
be  any  necessity  to  reduce  rents,  but  rather 
to  increase  them.  \Vith  regard  to  what  the 
Hon.  ^Ir.  Menzics  has  said,  I  do  not  agree  with 
that  maudlin  notion  that  because  a  man  makes 
a  bad  bargain  to-day  he  may  be  released  from  it 
to-moiTow.  I  have  been  given  to  understand 
that  many  men  go  to  auction  sales  and  bid 
to  beyond  their  means,  thereby  preventing  bond 
fide  settlers  from  engaging  in  occupations  which 
thoy  understand ;  and  after  a  time  these  men 
find  they  are  unfitted  to  carry  on  the  business, 
and  have  to  give  it  up.  I  ask  any  business  man 
whether  he  would  for  a  moment  recognize  the 
claims  of  such  a  case  as  that.  When  it  comes 
to  trustees  for  the  public,  I  say  at  once,  no 
matter  whether  bankruptcy  may  stare  parties 
in  the  face,  they  have  no  justification  in  ac- 
cepting the  surrender  of  any  lease  of  this  kind, 
unless  warranted  by  law.  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  calls  attention  to  clauses  14 
and  18.  Witli  regard  to  the  former,  the  Go- 
vernor is  in  I  rusted  already  with  far  greater 
r>wer  than  is  here  conferred.  I  may  say  that 
have  an  objection  to  recommitting  the  Bill 
for  the  purposes  mentioned.  This  Bill  has 
been  introduced  at  the  request  of  several  local 
bodies.  It  has  been  done  in  the  public  interest 
Boil,  Mr.  Buckley 


—  for  the  purpose  of  picnrentn^  ^ 
cil  being  flooded  by  Bills    from 
local  body  in  the  colony ;  azui  thi 
the  amendment  will  not   be    cairisL 
anxious  as  any  one  in  this  Coonei!  s 
Bill  a  perfect  measure. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  shaE 
the  amendment,  and  I  sha.!!  Tote 
honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick 
against  the  third  readmg.  I  vote  i 
amendment  for  the  reason  tbat, 
ture  of  the  divisions  which  took  place  a 
mittee  last  week,  for  the  CoznniiccBe 
consider  these  clauses  would  l>e  siE3|if 
the  result  would  bo  the  isame  as  hdksL 
is  a  Government  BiU,  no  doubt,  baft  h  a 
sible  not  to  have  observed  that  tlie  \wt 
Government,  as  they  are  represested 
Council  at  least,  differ  entirely  upcm  r^ 
of  this  Bill.  The  honourahle  gentle: 
in  this  Council,  represents  the  adru^ 
ions  of  his  colleagues  upon,  econozcic  i 
carefully  absented  himself  from  all  i 
which  took  place  on  this  Bill  last  i 
Committee.  The  inference  ia  that  he 
strongly  disapproves  of  the  measure :  an^ 
he  is  quite  right.  My  honourable 
Colonial  Secretary  has  not  advocated 
with  the  heartiness  with  which  he 
advocates  Bills  in  which  he  himself 
and  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  my 
and  learned  friend  were  to  tell  us  what 
views  really  were,  they  would  not  diSs  i 
those  of  his  colleague  to  whom  I  havs 
referred  as  having  carefully  absented  as 
from  all  divisions  which  took  place  oa  t^ 
in  Committee.  This  is  one  of  thi^e  Bi 
which  we  have  seen  so  many,  which  hai^ 
parently,  a  desirable  object  general  in 
but  which,  in  reality,  have  only  a  specile 
immediate  object  to  accomplish;  an^ 
is  no  one  who,  as  I  did,  took  note  of 
occurred  in  Committee  on  this  Bill  who  < 
be  for  one  moment  in  doubt  as  to  what  t^ 
purpose  of  this  Bill  is,  and  what,  in  the 
of  its  supporters,  it  is  intended  to  aoeoe^ 
In  the  fewest  possible  words,  it  is  intea* 
relieve  certain  persons  who,  if  they  •« 
Crown  tenants,  are  as  nearly  Crown  tei 
as  they  can  possibly  be,  are  occupants  of  > 
land  belonging  to  educational  bodies,  < 
others  who  hold  endowments  of  rural  ^ 
These  tenants  are  not  in  very  flouiisbiGg 
cumstances.  Xo  one  who  counted  tbe 
last  week  could  have  a  single  douU 
what  it  all  means.  It  means  that,  and  tt 
more.  It  was  pleaded  ctd  miscTieordiami 
since  the  time  when  these  leases  were 
and  these  engagements  were  entered  is» 
the  public  bodies,  circumstances  have  | 
against  the  tenant — that  prices  of  pastoiBll 
agricultural  produce  have  fallen ;  and  tbef 
was  that,  in  consequence  of  that  fall,  s^ 
relief  should  be  given,  as  is  proposed  to  be|jK 
by  this  Bill,  to  the  special  tenants  vbo 
connected  with  these  local  bodies.  Wsi 
hold,  and  have  expressed  before,  is  this:  tl 
if  the  causes  which  have  been  ploided  as  M 
ing  these  tenants  arc  to  be  considered  sd 
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"-?-«  indace  the  General  Assembly  to 
L  ri  -Ise  a  relief  from  their  engagements, 
z'^"  _  .rcumstances  which  have  affected  them 
iii:TL_ieral  throughout  the  colony,  and  they 
iz-ziike  tenants  of  the  Crown  as  well  as  the 
::  z-^-^  i  of  these  particular  institutions,  and,  if 
Ir :  _Asxire  of  the  kind  is  introduced,  it  ought 
:^  z  ^  general  measure,  and  not  a  special 
rjni  '1 « introduced  under  the  guise  of  a  general 
r^  j^t  the  purposes  I  have  mentioned.  I  am 
rrrrr-^ny  that  these  circumstances  should 
-^:_i.r.»ri6en ;  but  what  I  do  object  to  is  that 
^  -  Jef  should  be  given  in  the  way  proposed 
. -■^,  Bill.  The  circumstances  which  cause 
.  .7~.«  being  general,  the  relief  ought  to  be 
I.':_;  1.  It  is  not  fair  that  parties  who  arQ  so 
r*  '71  &to  as  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  some 
^  [,,.  ers  of  this  Legislature  should  receive  re- 
.'^/.  this  way,  whilst  others  equally  unfor- 
"^ .,  ),  who  have  not  that  assistance,  have  to 
i.ir.  To  say  that  the  interests  of  the  Crown 
■"7'oy  and  the  interests  of  the  colony  are 
'^f/.  flQt,  is  to  saj'  that  which  is  not  correct. 
^' 7  very  true  that  many  large  endowments 
:;,*.'i  the  hands  of  several  collegiate  institu- 
^"7.  in  this  country.  These  lands,  although 
'^;.  *re  confided  to  the  care  of  these  particular 
^  '  s,  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  public 
''■'*^  .  These  bodies  are  trustees  in  respect  to 
■-"^  '  lands ;  and,  though  thuy  have  and  are  in- 
'-'-  }d  to  have  a  special  right  and  power  to  deal 
^  '  them,  yet,  if  concession  is  made  in  one 
'-  demands  will  be  made  in  others  which 
--  ot  bo  resisted.  I  have  opposed,  as  far  as  I 
**'^  l,in  this  Council  and  in  Committee,  several 

-  les  of  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  record  my  vote 
'--  ast  the  introduction  of  such  a  system  of 
'-^ '  ing  with  the  public  lands ;  and  also  against 
^ffstem  of  introducing  as  general  measures 

>  of  such  a  character  as  this,  having  a  con- 

'  -  ed,  or  at  least  not  declared,  special  purpose. 

:  he  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honourable 

• '  Ucman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  said  a 

^   i  deal   of  what  I  wished  to  say,  myself,  on 

*  occasion ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  clearly 

: '  Ued  out  the  class  of  Crown  tenants  to  which 

:  I  Bill  refers.    I  am  perfectly  well  aware, 

II  give  him  every  credit,  that  on  no  con- 

tration  on  a  matter  like  this  would  he  mis- 

d  the  Council,  and  it  is  only  want  of  know- 

-  ge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  country  which 
.-%  led  him  to  make  the  speech  he  has  done. 
-:  bave  given  more  anxious  consideration  to 

fe  Bill  than  to  any  other  Bill  that  has  been 

fore  the  Legislature  this  session,  with  every 

aire  to  deal  liberally  with  these  people,  who 

«  industrious.    I  know  the  difficulty  of  deal- 

g  with   the    circumstances    in  which  these 

»ple  are  placed,  and    I  would   give   every 

Aitude  in  my  power  to  deal  with  them  if  I 

kw  a  consistent  way  of  doing  it ;  but,  when  you 

ame  to  the  proposal  to  allow  them  to  be  dealt 

ath  as  under  this  BUI,  we  know  that  there  are 

Ome  m.en  who  have  no  shame  in  them,  and 

rho  press  for  their  releases,  and  they  come  to 

^t  at  the  Government  under  these  Orders  in 

Council,  and,  with  the  political  pressure  they 

we  able  to  exert,  they  get  the  Grovernmentinto 

ficouble,  and  obtain  concessions  they  should  not 


obtun.  Compare  these  men  with  the  case  of 
a  hard-working  man,  who  would  scorn  to  come 
forward  and  ask  for  anything  except  that  to 
which  he  was  fairly  entitled.  He  knows  none 
of  these  dodges  which  others  take  advantage  of, 
and  ho  is  left  out  in  the  cold.  It  is  these  con- 
siderations that  make  me  consider  carefully 
how  I  should  vote  on  this  Bill,  even  at  the  last, 
although  I  have  been  supporting  it  to  a  fair 
extent  so  far.  My  honourable  friend  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  said  this  Act  did  not  apply  to 
Crown  lands.  No  doubt  he  conceived  he  was 
saying  what  was  perfectly  correct;  but  does 
not  this  Bill  apply  to  the  pastoral  lands  of  the 
School  Conmiissioners  of  Otago  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  —  Therefore,  my 
honourable  friend  will  see,  he  was  taking  up 
wrong  ground  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— What  I  pouited 
out  was  that  the  lands  affected  by  this  Bill  are 
lands  under  the  control  of  bodies  described  as 
"  leasing  authorities." 

The  Hon.  Mr  McLEAN.— My  honourable 
friend  does  not  seem  to  see  the  point.  What 
are  these  runs  leased  by  the  School  Commis- 
sioners but  waste  lands  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— No.      ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— They  are  waste 
lands  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  they 
are  leased  by  the  School  Commissioners. 
The  honourable  gentleman  does  not  appear 
to  be  able  to  see  just  now  that  these  lands 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  leased  by 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  What  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  show  is  that  a  large  section  of 
tenants  holding  lands  the  same  as  that  leased 
by  the  Crown  may  get  relief  under  this  Bill, 
whereas  another  class  will  not.  If  they  have 
no  friends  they  will  get  no  relief.  I  do  not  ask 
the  Council  to  adopt  either  the  motion  or  the 
amendment,  as  I  have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
in  making  up  my  own  mind  as  to  the  way  I 
should  vote  on  this  Bill.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Monzies 
has  said  that  this  Bill  would  not  give  relief  to 
deferred-payment  settlers  ;  but  I  will  show  the 
way  in  which  they  can  get  relief.  They  may 
capitalize  their  purchase,  and  then  they  would 
come  under  the  perpetual-lease  system,  and 
they  would  get  relief  under  that  system.  By 
such  a  Bill  as  this  you  introduce  the  prin- 
ciple of  personal  government ;  you  give  certain 
powers  to  the  Governor  in  Council,  which  means 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  have  these 
powers.  This  imports  a  personal  element  into 
the  administration  of  Waste  Lands  Boards ; 
and  that  is  my  difficulty  in  voting  on  the  Bill. 
If  you  are  to  grant  relief  to  suffering  settlers 
it  should  be  by  a  positive  open  Bill,  so  that 
every  honourable  member  might  know  what 
relief  is  proposed  to  be  granted — so  that  tho 
Council  should  not  be  asked  to  pass  anything 
by  a  side-wind,  but  should  pass  the  Bill  with 
their  eyes  open.  It  must  not  be  understood 
from  what  I  have  been  saying  that  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  these  people.  I  have  great 
sympathy  with  them.  In  Otago  they  wer^ 
fairly  dealt  with  when  their  runs  oam<^ 
put  up  to  auction ;  but  this  was  no  fa 
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GoTemment  that  might  have  hoen  in  power  at 
the  time — it  was  the  iauliof  the  cironmBtanees 
of  the  time.  When  their  runs  were  put  up 
again  they  had  to  obtain  them,  or  their  aheep 
would  be  worth  nothing  if  they  lost  the  run. 
Some  of  them  went  on  needlessly  competing 
np  to  a  point  which  landed  them  in  the  insol- 
venoy  Court,  instead  of  abandoning  their  run 
and  the  sheep  as  well,  as  they  ought  to  have 
done.  It  is  only  in  such  cases  as  these  that  I 
would  hold  they  hod  any  right  to  consideration. 
If  a  man  makes  a  bargain,  it  is  not  right  that 
he  should  treat  that  bargain  liffhtly  and  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  from  it.  I  admit  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  good  in  this  Bill,  and  that  some 
of  its  provisions  are  such  that  they  would  pre- 
vent the  necessity  for  passing  many  Bills  at 
the  instance  of  the  local  bodies ;  and,  if  it  were 
not  for  this  side-wind  attempt  to  give  relief  to 
one  class  of  Crown  tenants  and  not  to  others, 
then  I  should  not  have  any  objection  to  the 
Bill  myself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  have  not 
taken  any  part  in  this  discussion,  so  far.  As 
the  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  Council  it  did 
not  at  all  please  me,  and  I  took  no  part  in 
voting  on  any  of  the  amendments  that  were 
proposed.  I  did  not  like  to  oppose  my  colleague 
on  a  Bill  which  was  a  Government  Bill.  At  the 
same  time,  I  said  to  my  colleague  that  I  would 
not  be  a  party  to  passing  the  BUI  as  it  then 
was.  I  should  not  have  risen  now  had  it  not 
heen  for  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
and  others  about  the  School  Conunissioners,  it 
being  alleged  that  their  lands  are  Crown  lands. 
On  the  contrary,  these  are  private  lands  that 
belong  to  those  private  bodies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— What  I  said  was 
that  those  lands  arc  exactly  the  same  class  of 
land  as  those  let  to  Crown  pastoral  tenants. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  understood 
the  honourable  member  to  say  that  they  were 
Crown  lands.  I  hold  they  are  not  Crown  lands. 
Of  course  the  honourable  member,  if  he  has 
lands  to  let,  might  let  them  upon  the  same 
terms  as  Crown  lands  of  the  colony,  and  yet 
they  would  not  be  Crown  lands.  I  am  satisfied 
that  some  measure  is  necessary  to  grant  relief 
to  those  tenants.  If  we  do  not,  these  pro- 
pertics  will  be  thrown  on  the  hands  of  these 
private  bodies,  and,  instead  of  having  good 
tenants,  they  will  have  no  tenants  at  all.  In 
my  private  experience  I  have  hod  to  reduce  my 
rents  by  as  much  as  33^  per  cent.  Although  I 
do  not  quite  approve  the  Bill  as  it  passed  the 
Committee,  yet,  rather  than  lose  an  opportunity 
of  doing  something  to  relieve  the  tenants,  I 
would  support  the  Bill  as  it  is;  but  I  had 
hopes  that  in  Committee  it  would  be  amended 
to  my  satisfaction.  I  find  it  has  not  been  so ; 
but,  rather  than  lose  the  Bill  aJtogether,  and 
deprive  the  sufferers  of  this  relief,  1  shall  vote 
for  the  third  reading,  and  I  trust  the  Council 
will  not  throw  out  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  has  not  expressed  himself  with  his 
usual  lucidity. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— What  I  said 
ivas  that  I  did  not  approve  of  the  Bill.  Neither 
Hon,  Mr.  McLean 


do  I  now.    I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Gommiite  i 
would  amend  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— What  I  findfu^ 
with  in  this  Bill  is  this :  that,  on  a  lazge  sob- 
jeot  like  this,  Parliament  has  not  beenpEooaif 
treated.  This  is  a  subject  that  ou^t  to  hut 
been  dealt  with  in  a  general  measure  on  aa&i-  , 
factory  basis.  According  to  the  evidence  giiee  \ 
by  the  Crown  tenants  they  were  much  moa 
reasonable  than  this  Bill.  They  asked  for  h  i 
reduction,  no  doubt,  and  they  showed  thsttbtf 
had  made  a  bad  bargain ;  but,  when  they  vra 
pressed  as  to  whether  it  was  a  fair  thing  ^ 
m  good  times  there  should  be  no  incieaie,ftflT 
saia  there  ought  to  be  some  mode  of  adjoitiai 
it  on  a  basis  fair  to  both  sides.  Ano&er  fudi 
I  find  with  this  Bill  is  that  I  faU  to  aeevl^ 
these  enormous  powers  should  be  gi?en  to  tb 
Government.  It  is  a  very  unfortooste  tk; 
that  the  getting  of  relief  under  this  M  fS 
depend  on  the  Minister.  Great  pzessoiefi 
be  Drought  to  bear  on  the  Minister ;  sod,  ilto- 
gether,  I  think  the  whole  Bill  is  onsatisiftctiaT, 
because  it  is  a  disturbing  Bill,  and  will  lad  to 
trouble.  There  ought  to  be  a  Board  or  Cost- 
not  exactly  a  judicial  Court,  but  a  Cooit  tbrt 
could  be  put  in  motion  at  certain  times,  lal 
could  fix  a  reasonable  rate  from  time  to  tsst. 
If  in  order,  I  will  move  that  the  Bill  be  mm- 
mitted  generally. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  Imms^ 
member  cannot  move  an  ajnendmentupoiiiB 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WTLLIAMSON.-I  wuM  ia» 
have  risen  on  this  Bill  had  it  not  been  for  ^ 
assertion  of  the  Government  that  the  proper^ 
mentioned  here  are  private  properties.  ^^ 
they  were  so  the  intervention  of  the  Cwacil 
would  not  be  required.  The  Hon.  Mr.  B^- 
nolds  has  told  us  that  he  has  made  redactioss 
in  his  own  case.  Did  he  require  to  come  to  dis 
Council  for  authority  to  do  so  ?  I  have  alwp 
protested    against    the    assumption  tbai  ^ 

f>roperti6S  in  question  belong  esclusivelyta'JB 
ocalities  in  which  such  reserves  have  beea 
made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  ask  theCooB- 
cil  to  consider  what  they  will  do  if  ^^J^ 
ject  this  Bill.  In  adopting  that  coarse  t£9 
would  be  inflicting  a  great  deal  of  miseiy,®^* 
ing  in  bankruptcy,  on  many  people  who  are  *J 
seeking  assistance.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Beyi*f 
objected  to  the  Bill  because  it  was  nosws^ 
enough  for  him.  He  wanted  not  only  to  ^ 
relief  to  small  holders,  but  to  pastoral  taia!» 
also.  The  Council  objected  to  this;  andl» 
not  think  my  honourable  friend  shonld  iff* 
made  the  display  he  did  of  his  reasons:  w 
should  have  accepted  the  decision  of  the  u^ 
cil.  The  leasing  bodies  have  a  duty  to  perf^ 
and  they  have  a  trust  reposed  in  them,  aaa^ 
is  merely  now,  when  hardship  is  pressing  oati* 
poor  people,  that  thoy  are  seeking  for  t^nipo*T 
relief  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  until  saa 
time  as.  prosperity  shall  shine  upon  them  ag^ 
I  do  not  pretend  to  possess  anything  ^^^ 
ability  that  sonje  honourable  gentlemen  pos^ 
in  this  Council ;  but  it  seems  to  me  *!^^ 
do  not  want  to  see  anything,  oven  if  it  »"^ 
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on  their  very  eyes.  I  ask  the  Council  to  care- 
folly  consider  what  they  will  he  doing  to  a 
number  of  poor  people  if  they  reject  this  mea- 
sure, which  is  merely  to  give  them  temporary 
relief  from  year  to  year,  till  prosperity  sets  in 
4nd  enables  them  to  pay  their  rent. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  the  third  time." 


Baillie 

Bamicoat 

Bathgate 

Bonar 

Brett 

Buckley 


Aybs,  16. 

Kenny  Scotland 

Menzies  Shephard 

Miller  Shnmski 

Peacock  Swanson 

Beynolds  Taiaroa. 


NoESi  14. 

Campbell  Mantell  Whitaker 

Chamberlin       McLean  Williams 

Dignan  Pollen  Williamson 

Praser  Reeves  Wilson. 

Johnson,  G.R.  Walker 

Majority  for,  2. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 

BEER  DUTY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  have  been  re- 
•quested  to  state  my  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  Beer  Duty  Act  1880  Amendment  Bill 
'Can  be  amended  by  the  Council.  The  general 
role  will  not  be  disputed  —  that  the  Council 
has  not  power  to  amend  money  Bills.  But 
there  are  cases  in  which  this  general  rule  is 
relaxed.  Tn  1849  the  House  of  Commons 
adopted  the  following  Standing  Order : — 

"  That,  with  respect  to  any  Bill  brought  to 
this  House  from  ihe  House  of  Lords,  or  re- 
tamed  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  this  House, 
with  amendments  whereby  any  pecuniary 
penalty,  forfeiture,  or  fee  shall  be  authorized, 
unposed,  appropriated,  regulated,  varied,  or 
extinguished,  this  House  will  not  insist  on 
its  ancient  and  undoubted  privileges  in  the 
following  case :  When  the  object  of  such  pecu- 
niary penalty  or  forfeiture  is  to  secure  the 
^execution  of  the  Act,  or  the  punishment  or 
prevention  of  offences." 

My  opinion  is  that  this  Standing  Rule  of 
ihe  House  of  Commons  is  applicable  to 
the  Beer  Duty  Bill  now  before  the  Council, 
and  therefore  that  the  Council  can  amend  it, 
our  first  Standing  Order  being  that,  **Li  all 
cases  not  hereine^ter  specially  provided  for, 
any  question  arising  shall  be  decided  by  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker,  taking  for  his  guide  as  far 
as  possible  the  practice  of  the  Lnperial  Par- 
liament." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  wish  to  move. 
That  this  very  important  ruling  be  entered  in 
ihe  Journals  of  the  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  LEASING 
BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — ^Board  may  apply  to  Court  under 
Trustee  Act. 


The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  moved.  That 
this  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
(*  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ates,  8. 


Bamicoat 
Bathgate 
Bonar 

Campbell 

Kenny 

McLean 

Noes,  11. 

Reynolds 
Shephard. 

Brett 
Buckley 
Eraser 
Miller 

Pollen 
Scotland 
Swanson 
Taiaroa 

Whitaker 
Wilson. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Clause  struck  out. 

The  Hon.    Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That 
progress  be  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  5. 

Bathgate 
Buckley 

Reynolds 
Swanson 

Noes,  16. 

Taiaroa. 

Adand 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Brett 

Eraser 

McLean 

Menzies 

Miller 

Pollen 

Scotland 

Shephard 

Whitaker 

Williams 

Williamson 

Wilson. 

Kenny 

Majority  against,  11. 

Clause  5. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved  to  omit 
the  first  word,  and  all  the  words  after  "  year," 
line  2,  page  2,  with  a  view  to  add  these  words : 
**  and  there  are  other  leases  granted  by  the  said 
Board  which  are  invalid  on  the  same  grounds, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  all  such  leases  should 
be  validated :  .  .  .  The  said  leases  so  de- 
clared by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  invalid,  and 
all  other  leases  grajited  by  the  said  Board 
before  the  said  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
which  are  invalid  on  the  same  ground,  are 
hereby  validated,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been,  and  hereaiter  to  be,  valid  from  the  day 
on  which  they  were  intended  to  take  effect: 
Provided  that  this  validation  shall  not  apply 
to  any  leases  in  respect  of  which  any  action  ot 
other  proceeding  was  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six, 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Court." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
<*That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Bamicoat 
Bathgate 
Bonar 

Brett 
Eraser 
Kenny 
Menzies 


Ayes,  7. 
Buckley 
McLean 


Reynolds 
Scotland. 


Noes,  12. 
Miller  Taiaroa 

Pollen  Whitaker 

Shephard  Williamson 

Swanson  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  6. 


«60 


Civil  Service 


[HOUSE.] 


Beform  Bill 


[Aug.! 


Words  struck  out. 
Clause  amended. 
Bill  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    EEPRESENTATIVE8. 
Monday,  9th  August,  1886. 


First  Beadixig— Third  Beading-Ci^il  Service  Beform 
Bill— PriTilase:  Tax-remission  Bills— HoBpiUlR 
and  Charitable  Institutions  BUI— Oovemment 
Life  Insurance  Bill— Stamp  Bill— Harbours  Bill 
—Counties  Bill— Municipal  Corporatious  Bill— 
Bepresentation  BUI. 

Mr.  Spxaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PEA.TEBS. 

FIRST  KEADINO. 
Railways  Authorization  Bill. 

THIRD  HEADING. 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.~In  moving  that  the  amend- 
ments made  in  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative 
Council  be  considered,  I  may  say  that  I  do  not 
quite  agree  with  the  amendments  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Council,  especially  as  to  the 
nomination  of  cadets.  The  first  amendment  is 
a  technical  one,  and  is  of  no  importance.  The 
important  matter  is  section  9.  Instead  of 
allowing  the  Civil  Service  cadets  to  be  nomi- 
nated bv  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Legislative  Council  has  made  it 
entirely  rest  upon  competitive  examination — 
those  who  get  the  most  marks  wiU  get  the  ap- 
pointments. I  do  not  agree  with  that ;  but,  at 
this  time  of  the  session,  I  think  we  had  better 
accept  the  Bill  even  as  it  is ;  and  I  hope  next 
session  we  shall  be  able  to  pass  a  Bill  more  in 
accordance  with  our  desires,  and  a  great  im- 
provement on  this  Bill  as  it  now  stands.  The 
only  other  alteration  of  importance  is  the  power 

g'ven  to  a  Civil  servant  to  devise  by  will  the 
tnds  which  have  accumulated  in  his  behalf. 
I  move,  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Council  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— For  my  own  part,  I 
should  prefer  to  see  this  Bill  dropped.  The 
whole  scope  of  the  Bill  has  been  altered.  Its 
main  principle,  as  brought  down,  was  that 
cadets  for  the  Service  should  be  nominated  by 
members  of  this  House.  Now  that  is  taken 
away,  and  in  substitution  for  it  there  is  what 
I  think  an  altogether  far  from  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  question.  I  think  these  com- 
petitive examinations  are  liable  to  work  very 
unfairly,  and  experience  shows  that  competi- 
tion does  not  supply  the  best  officers.  If  you 
establish  a  system  of  appointment  of  cadets 
by  nomination,  you  might  take  youths  at  an 
age  when,  as  shown  by  their  passing  the  Sixth 
Standard  or  the  Civil  Service  examination, 
they  might  be  made  good  officers,  such  as  you 


cannot  get  under  a  system  of  merelj  compefr 
tive  examinations.  The  BiU  has  been  so  mijd 
altered  that  I  should  be  soiry  if  the  Earn 
accepted  it  as  it  now  stands.  I  think  it  vooll 
be  better  to  withdraw  it,  and  to  bring  domi 
BiU  next  session  dealing  with  the  sobject  moa 
comprehensively.  As  the  Bill  is  now,  it  ii  i& 
a  form  which  the  Govenmient  does  not  sp- 
prove,  which  this  House  does  not  approve,  m 
which,  I  believe,  the  Council  does  not  appion; 
80  that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  o?ertiIl 
next  session. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  seems  to  me  tint 
this  is  now  a  new  Bill.  Its  principle  is  ^Mj 
new,  and  so  is  its  machinery.  I  cannot  dis- 
cover anything  old  in  it.  The  Premier  mj 
laugh ;  but  the  Bill  has  been  recast  in  enzy 
shape  and  form.  I  do  not  wish,  howeTS,ts 
oppose  the  acceptance  of  those  amendments  if 
the  Government  are  willing  to  accept  thm.  I 
cannot  help  saying,  however,  that  this  is  sot 
the  Bill  which  was  first  introduced,  and  ore 
which  there  was  so  much  "  gush." 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  should  be  sonytosaj 
the  BiU  rejected  even  as  it  is  now,  for  I  bdiets 
even  in  its  present  shape  it  is  calculi  to 
save  the  country  a  very  large  sum  on  aocopii 
of  its  Civil  Service.  The  number  of  cUiiai 
made  on  the  colony  in  the  past  in  respedc^ 
officers  who  have  died  in  the  Service  shows  ibt 
the  provisions  of  this  BiU  are  calculated  t9 
effect  economy.  I  think  it  is  far  better  ts 
accept  the  BiU  in  its  present  shape,  a&d 
amend  it  next  session,  than  leave  over  th« 
whole  thing  altogether.  The  BiU  is  cenaialf 
calculated  to  lessen  the  burden  of  the  coontij. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— The  usefulness  or  otherwiseof 
this  measure  will  entirely  depend  on  whit  iR 
to  be  the  regulations  under  the  cwnpetitH* 
system.  I  understand  that  system  inAmakft 
now  works  very  well  indeed,  becanse  the  ex- 
aminations are  not  what  are  usnaUj  iin^* 
stood  by  competitive  examinations,  but  an 
special  examinations  in  the  classes  of  woA^ 
successful  candidates  have  to  do.  laasan 
that  that  kind  of  examination  would  berf 
great  value,  whereas  an  examination  ingensBi 
subjects,  no  matter  for  what  department  the 
cadets  are  wanted,  might  rather  do  haoa- 
However,  I  understand  the  Premier  doe  w{ 
think  the  Bill  has  been  so  considerably  slisi^ 
that  it  should  be  withdrawn,  and  I  suppa* 
the  portion  of  it  which  has  not  been  alteieds 
that  portion  of  it  which  wiU  enable  thehooMf 
able  gentleman  to  make  reductions  to  the  a* 
tent  of  £30,000  or  £40,000  a  year,  as  st^ 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced.  If  thstW 
been  kept  in — and  I  imagine  the  Preoiei 
thinks  it  has  been— I  shaU  be  willing  to  asssi 
him  in  passing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE,— I  entirely  agree  thatit«ooW 
be  better  to  withdraw  the  BiU  for  the  presaa 
year,  because  it  is  now  a  perfectly  djffeifflt 
measure  from  that  which  was  adopted  by  va 
House.  I  speak  as  one  who  has  supporlw 
the  Bin ;  but  the  Premier  must  admit  th^ 
principle  on  which  this  House  expressed  ite» 
strongly  has  been  materially  altered.  As  tsi 
been  pointed  out  already,  the  ^stem  of  t/s> 
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pefcltive  examinations  would  not  operate  fairly 
towards  candidates  *•  raised  "  —  to  use  an 
Americanism  —  in  the  country  districts  :  it 
would  altogether  give  the  advantage  to  those 
brought  up  in  the  large  centres,  where  greater 
advantages  of  education  are  enjoyed.  The  Bill 
has  also  been  altered  in  otlier  respects,  and, 
altogether,  I  should  much  prefer  that  the  Go- 
vemment  should  drop  it  for  the  present  session. 
Major  ATKINSON,— I,  too,  should  like  to  see 
the  Government  give  the  Bill  up.  I  disliked  it 
as  it  was  brought  in,  and  I  dislike  it  still  more 
now.  I  feel  certain  that,  with  the  competitive 
gystcm,  as  ordinarily  understood,  w^e  shall  get 
into  \rry  great  difficulties,  and  shall  not  get  the 
class  oi  men  we  want  in  our  Service.  No  doubt 
if  the  examination  were  a  special  one  for  the 
duties  of  any  particular  office  it  would  be  en- 
tirely different ;  and  that  I  should  entirely  ap- 
prove of.  My  honouiublo  friend  the  member 
for  Waitotara  did  the  Premier  some  wrong  just 
novT;  for,  as  I  understood,  the  Premier  did  not 
promise  to  savo  £40,000  a  year  by  this  Bill 
alone,  but  said  that  this  measure  would  help 
to  do  it  with  other  things  he  had  in  view.  I 
hope  the  Premier  will  tell  us  whether  the 
Bill  in  its  present  shape  will  still  enable  him 
to  Ccirry  out  that  promise. 

Sir  11.   STOUT.— I  hope  the   amendments 
will  he  agreed  to.    The  only  amendments,  in 
substance,  are. those  in  reference  to  appoint- 
ments and  devising  of  funds ;    all  the  others 
are  verbal  improvements.    I  quite  agree  that 
competitive  examination  is  not  a  proper  sys- 
tem on  which  to  base  appointments.    I  think 
the  appointments  should  be  by  nomination. 
But  I  think  we  had  better  accept  the  Bill  in 
its  present  form  this  year,  and  I  promise  that, 
if  I  am  in  a  position  to  do  so,  I  will  bring 
down  an  amending    Bill  next  year.      As  to 
saving,  I  may  say  that  one  important  clause 
which  I  relied  on  in  that  respect  was  rejected 
by  this  House — that  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  salaries.     I  believe 
the  House  rejected  that  clause  deliberately  to 
prevent  me  from  effecting  savings.    In  fact,  all 
through  the  session  I  have  found  that  those 
who  cry  out  loudest  about  economy  outside 
the  House  do  the  least  for  it  inside.    I  do  not 
:  agree  with  competitive  examination ;  but,  if  I 
have  to  do  with  drawing  up  the  syllabus  for 
the  examinations,  I  shall  take  care  that  it  is  so 
drawn  that  the  pupils  of  the  town  secondary 
schools  shall  not  have  all  the  advantage,  but 
that  competitors  in  the  country  districts  shall 
have  an  equal  chance  with  them. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PRIVILEGE :  TAX-REMISSION  BILLS. 

Mr.  LARNACH  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
.Committee  on  Privilege,  as  follows  : — 

"  Your  Committee,  having  diligently  searched 
for  precedents  and  inquired  into  the  usages  and 
practice  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  which 
the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  is  an 
analogous  body,  possessing  and  exercising  the 
flame  rights  and  privileges,  have  the  honour  to 
report  as  follows : — 

**1.  That    the   right  of  granting  aids  and 


supplies  to  the  Grown  is  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives alone,  as  an  essential  part  of  its 
constitution  ;  and  the  limitation  of  all  such 
grants  as  to  matter,  manner,  measure,  and 
time  is  in  it  only. 

"  2.  That,  although  the  Legislative  Council 
has  exercised  the  power  of  rejecting  Bills  of 
several  descriptions  relating  to  taxation  by 
negativing  the  whole,  yet  the  exercise  of  that 
power  by  the  Council  has  not  been  frequent, 
and  is  justly  regarded  by  the  House  with 
peculiar  jealousy,  as  affecting  the  right  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  grant  the  supplies 
and  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  for  the 
service  of  the  year. 

"  3.  That,  to  guard  for  the  future  against  an 
undue  exercise  of  that  power  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  to  secure  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives its  rightful  control  over  taxation  and 
supply,  the  House  has  in  its  own  hands  the 
power  so  to  impose  and  remit  taxes  and  to  frajne 
Bills  of  supply  that  the  right  of  the  House  as 
to  the  matter,  manner,  measure,  and  time  may 
be  maintained  inviolate. 

*'4.  That  this  power  may  be  exercised  in 
accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  initiated  in  1861,  and  since  con- 
tinued, by  embodying  in  one  Bill  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  financial  arrangements  of  the 
year." 

On  the  motion,  That  the  report  do  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed, 

Mr.  MOSS  said, — I  hope  wo  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  this  report.  It  is 
difficult  to  form  any  opinion  on  a  paper  which 
has  just  been  read  out  by  the  Clerk ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  very  important  subject  is 
dealt  with,  and  we  ought  to  nave  some  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  hold  that  the  Council  has  not  sufficiently 
exercised  its  powers,  and  that  it  would  be  an 
excellent  thing  if  the  Council  had  more  effi- 
cient power  over  the  policy  of  measures  called 
*'  financial  measures."  We  will  take  the  case  of 
the  large  amount  of  money  borrowed  annually. 
We  find  that  the  Bills  which  authorize  expendi- 
ture of  that  money  cannot  be  amended  oy  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  are  very  good  reasons  why 
those  Bills  should  be  treated  in  the  first  in- 
stance as  policy  Bills,  and  why  the  Council 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
opinion  upon  them  as  matters  of  policy.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Council 
should  have  every  opportunity  of  expressing  a 
deliberate  opinion  on  the  purposes  for  which 
we  borrow  money  from  time  to  time.  I  believe 
that  if  they  had  had  that  power  and  had 
exercised  it  in  the  past  great  good  would  have 
been  done.  Under  the  present  system  we 
know  that  they  are  prevented  from  expressing 
a  deliberate  opinion  on  measures  such  as  those 
I  have  referred  to.  When  such  Bills  come 
before  them  they  cannot  amend  them ;  they  can 
only  reject  them.  When  we  send  up  to  them 
a  Bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  certain 
works — a  Railway  Authorization  Bill,  for  in- 
stance— ^they  have  an  opportunity  of  amending 
that  Bill;  but  when  other  works  are  author 
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rized,  in  what  are  called  money  Bills,  itey 
have  no  opportanity  of  expressing  an  opinion. 
I  appeal  to  the  Premier  to  support  me  in  this 
view :  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  a 
Legislature  like  this— a  democratic  Legislature 
— to  have  the  co-operation  of  a  second  Chamber. 
We  know  that  in  all  democratic  countries  a 
second  Chamber  is  regarded  as  a  most  impor- 
tant feature  of  the  Constitution.  For  example, 
in  that  neat  democratic  coimtry,  the  United 
States,  they  have  a  second  Chamber  not  only 
in  the  Federal  Legislature,  but  every  single 
State  has  its  second  Chamber.  We  ought  not 
in  any  way  to  cripple  the  powers  of  the  second 
Chamber  of  this  colony.  If  that  Chamber 
were  properly  constituted,  which  it  is  not  at 
present,  it  should  be  intrusted  with  powers 
and  privileges  which  might  have  been  exercised 
most  beneficially  in  the  past  and  might  be 
largely  so  exercised  in  the  future.  The  proper 
way  to  enable  that  Chamber  to  exercise  those 
powers  would  be  to  submit  all  Bills  to  them 
in  the  shape  of  policy  Bills,  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Take  the  case  of  the  Railway  Autho- 
rization Bills,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
When  it  is  proposed  to  make  certain  railways 
we  include  them  in  the  schedule  of  a  Railway 
Authorization  Bill.  That  is  not  a  money  Bill, 
and  therefore  the  Council  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  of  each  railway  whether  they  approve 
of  its  construction.  But  as  to  other  works, 
we  may  propose  to  spend  a  million  on  them, 
but  they  are  all  put  into  what  is  called  '*  a 
money  Bill,"  and  the  Council  have  no  power  of 
expressing  an  opinion  on  particular  works  in- 
cluded in  its  schedule.  They  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  whether  this  or  that  is  a  good 
work  and  necessary  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  That  seems  to  me  a 
bad  system ;  and  in  adopting  that  system  this 
House  aims  at  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  it 
is  not  wholesome  for  it  to  possess.  We  know 
the  haste  with  which  things  are  done  in  this 
House  at  the  end  of  the  session.  There  is  then 
Tery  little  opportunity  of  giving  matters  fair 
consideration :  and,  instead  of  restraining  or 
crippling  the  powers  of  the  Council,  we  ought  to 
give  them  every  facility  for  exercising  the  full- 
est revision.  There  are  many  of  us — I  am  one 
of  these — who  do  not  think  that  the  Council  is 
properly  constituted  at  present;  but,  so  long  as 
it  exists,  so  long,  I  believe,  we  ought  to  give  it 
every  opportunity  of  performing  the  functions 
which,  under  every  Constitution — particularly 
every  democratic   Constitution — can  be  by  it 

gerformed  with  advantage  to  the  country.  I 
ope,  therefore,  that  the  report  will  be  printed, 
and  that  some  opportunity  will  be  given  us  for 
considering  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Are  we  to  understand  that 
there  will  be  an  opportmiity  given  us  of  discuss- 
ing this  report  ?  It  is  exceedingly  desirable 
that  there  should  be  ;  and  I  beg  to  move,  That 
the  report  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Wed- 
nesday. In  the  meantime  members  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  reading  up  on  the  matter, 
and  looking  into  the  precedents  for  themselves. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  report  ordered  to  be 
considered  on  Wednesday. 
Mr,  Moss 


HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSTTO 
TIONS  BILL. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  move.  That  the  Ho^ti 
and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill  be  recommit 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  clauses  3  and 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  I  beg  to  move,  u  i 
addition  to  that  motion,  '*  and  snbsectiaa  ( 
of  clause  34."  The  object  which  I  htn  u 
view  in  doing  that  I  need  scarcely  expbin  totk 
House.  It  is  to  do  justice  to  the  distncttfai 
I  represent.  I  have  had  the  honoor  of  a^ 
dressing  the  House  on  this  subject  befoie  sof 
at  considerable  length,  and  I  shall  thezekn 
simply  confine  myself  to  stating  this:  Wki 
the  Government  introduced  the  Hospitals  ui 
Charitable  Institutions  Bill  they  professed  to  k 
so  with  the  view  of  encouraging  volontftrj  cGir 
tributions ;  but  the  refusal  to  sepanUie  Waiar 
rapa  from  Wellington  will  simply  kill  volontaf 
contributions  in  that  district  altogether.  I 
therefore  move  this  amendment. 

Mr.  WHYTE.  — I  also  have  an  additki 
to  the  motion  to  move.  I  shall  follow  tiieefr 
ample  of  the  honourable  member  who  hss  jot 
sat  down,  and  shall  not  weary  the  HcKisa  I7 
going  into  full  particulars ;  but  I  wish  to  ssy  obi 
thing.  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  thelim 
which  I  took  when  I  last  brought  this  m&Us 
before  the  House.  I  do  not  now  propose  to 
make  the  Piako  District  a  separate  distzict  I 
find  that  there  is  great  objection  on  the  put  d 
many  honourable  members  to  increasing  tk 
number  of  districts.  Therefore  what  I  intoi 
to  propose  on  this  occasion  is  to  sep&r&tetiM 
County  of  Piako  from  the  Tliames  Distnct 
and  attach  it  to  the  District  of  Waikato.  I 
do  that  simply  on  the  ground  of  the  iDJostic* 
of  the  present  system  of  contribution,  «i»i  <^ 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  its  being  now  coc- 
nectod  with  a  district  to  which  it  is  totalij 
dissimilar,  the  contributions  are  most  uneqtu^ 
I  wish  to  repeat,  again,  that  I  do  not  ay  this 
inequality  of  contribution  is  owing  at  all  tosfij 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  diggers  and  mioen 
to  contribute  for  purposes  of  a  chanuWe 
kind  ;  but  the  law  lays  it  down  that  the  contn- 
butions  must  be  on  rateable  value,  and  tben- 
fore  they  have  no  option  :  and  the  consequen* 
is  that  they  now  contribute  very  httle  in  pro- 
portion to  what  they  ought  to  contribate,  0 1 
approaching  to  what  I  believe  they  would  be 
willing  to  contribute.  I  also  wish  to  saytiit 
Piako  is  connected  with  the  Waikato  by  ni 
whereas  it  is  only  connected  with  the  ThaiKS 
by  the  river,  and  by  a  very  bad  road  thirty-fiw 
miles  long.  Therefore  the  addition  I  wahto 
make  to  the  motion  is  this :  "  and  also  fe< 
the  purpose  of  altering  the  schedule  0!  the 
said  Act  of  18S5,  and  the  amending  Bill  d 
this  session,  for  the  purpose  of  seMjating  tk* 
County  of  Piako  from  the  Thames  I)is&ict, id 
adding  it  to  tho  Waikato." 

Mr.  WALKKR.  —  I  am  sorry  to  observe  th»t 
my  getting  up  to  speak  on  this'  question  should 
be  the  occasion  of  any  hilarity  on  the  part  of 
honourable  members.  I  can  assure  the  Hoase 
that  the  subject  of  the  measure  under  cooa* 
deration  is  no  laughing  matter  to  the  part  of 
the  country  from  which  I  come;  and  tint 
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on  behalf  of  my  conatituentB,  I  shall  stand 
np  whenever  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do  so, 
to  support  their  interests.  And  I  also  may 
say  that  in  supporting  their  interests  I  believe 
I  am  consulting  the  true  interests  with  which 
this  measure  is  intended  to  deal.  Therefore, 
while  in  thorough  accord  with  the  views  of  the 
Premier,  and  with  those  who  supported  the  Act 
of  last  year,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  move  as  I  am 
doing  to-day.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
«ay  more,  as  I  urged  my  case  the  other  day  in 
Committee.  I  therefore  move.  That  the  Bill  be 
recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  sub- 
section (7)  of  clause  84  of  the  said  Act. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  have  wished  always 
4o  have  pretty  large  districts,  because  I  feel 
convinced  that  if  we  do  not  have  large  dis- 
tiaots  there  will  be  an  injury  done  to  those 
|)aEt8  of  the  country  to  which  the  poor  gravi- 
tate. If  we  are  going  to  make  these  divisions, 
if  we  «re  going  to  make  these  alterations,  I  shall 
also  want  separation.  The  County  Council  of 
the  district  I  represent  have  unanimously  re- 
solved that  it  ought  to  be  separated  from  the 
rest  of  North  Canterbury ;  and,  though  I  do  not 
agree  with  that,  provided  no  separation  takes 
place  with  regard  to  other  districts,  yet  if  Ash- 
burton  is  separated  I  shall  certainly  move 
also  that  the  County  of  Akaroa  be  separated 
from  the  North  Canterbury  Hospital  and  Charit- 
able Aid  District.  I  shall  move  that  in  justice 
to  my  constituency;  and  I  trust  that,  if  the 
House  decides  to  split  up  these  districts  piece- 
meal, it  will  do  justice  to  the  district  I  repre- 
sent. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.—I  think  it  would  save  a 
deal  of  trouble,  as  every  honourable  member  is 
moving  for  alterations  in  the  boundaries  of  his 
district,  if  we  were  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
recommitted  to  consider  all  the  amendments 
that  were  previously  proposed.  I  hope  that 
the  House,  having  spent  a  long  time  over  the 
Bill,  will  not  recommit  it;  but,  if  we  recommit 
it,  let  us  recommit  it  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  need  hardly  state  that  I 
do  not  accept  the  amendments.  If  the  Bill  is 
going  to  be  split  up  in  this  fashion  I  shall  be 
bound  to  drop  it. 

Mr.  0*CONOR.— I  also  was  going  to  ask 
that  the  Bill  be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  a  new  clause  to  reinstate  the  divi- 
sion of  the  Hospital  District  of  Nelson,  the 
Buller  ajid  Inangahua  District. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  *  and  subsection  (5)  of  clause  84  '  be 
added." 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  shall  move,  That  this  de- 
bate be  adjourned  till  to-morrow.  It  is  better 
to  do. that  than  to  have  the  Bill  destroyed,  or 
to  waste  a  whole  day  again. 
■  Mr.  WHYTE.— On  the  contrary,  our  desire 
is  that  the  Bill  should  not  be  destroyed ;  and  I. 
think  this  is  the  only  way  of  making  it  work 
well  in  the  country.  If  this  gross  injustice  is 
allowed  to  continue  it  must  inevitably  end  in 
the  Bill's  destruction,  and  it  is  our  object  not 
to  have  it  destroyed.  We  think  this  must  be 
done  in  order  to  make  the  measure  work  effec- 
tively and  with  justice  to  the  different  parts 
of  the  colony,  and  if  this  gross  injustice  is 
allowed  to  continue  such  will  not  be  the  effect 
of  the  Bill.  As  it  happens,  at  present  the  pro- 
tests from  the  country  are  not  nearly  as  strong 
as  they  must  ultimately  become,  because  just 
now,  however  unjust  the  contributions  may  be, 
they  are  stopped  out  of  local  finance  funds  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  there- 
fore the  local  bodies  are  not  in  a  position  to 
protest  with  any  effect;  but  when  these  sub- 
sidies sure  done  away  with,  and  it  becomes  a 
necessity  for  the  money  to  be  raised  by  direct 
rate,  I  am  sure  resort  will  be  had  by  the 
country  districts  to  every  extreme  to  avoid 
payment  of  these  outrageous  contributions. 
In  my  particular  case  it  means  £1,400  a  year 
contributed  to  hospitals  and  other  institutions 
which  are  not  reasonably  accessible.  What  is 
proposed  to  be  done  now  is  that,  in  my  case,  at 
all  events,  the  district  should  be  joined  to  a 
district  which  it  is  connected  with  by  two  rail- 
ways opening  up  every  part  of  it.  I  heard  the 
Premier,  in  a  previous  debate,  say  that  he  ap- 
proved of  districts  connected  by  railway  being 
hospital  districts.  In  this  particular  case  they 
are  connected  by  railway,  and  are  kindred  dis- 
tricts. Therefore  I  say  that  in  making  the  pro- 
posal we  are  making  we  are  doing  good;  be- 
cause it  is  all  in  the  direction  of  making  the 
Act  a  just  measure. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  am  quite  astonished  at  the 
turn  this  question  has  taken  to-day.  We  have 
fairly  discussed  this  matter  on  what  I  call  the 
fair  and  just  principles  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  individuals  hold  to 
be  the  principle  of  the  thing.  I  say  we  have 
dealt  with  the  general  principle.  Individual 
members  must  give  way  to  the  will  of  the 
many.  I  hope  the  Government  will  stick  to 
their  principle,  and  not  bo  led  away  by  these 
side-wind  catches  emanating  from  honourable 
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go ntlom on  r«»iuo«i  \\\.\\\:j,  roinitrv  (liRtricts,  influ- 
criOi'd  by  iiiutiNoh— \\oll«  I  will  not  say  what 
their  niDtiv.H  arc,  or  I  Rhould  bo  out  of  order. 
Tho  hdiioiirablo  incinlxT  ior  Auckland  East 
wont  inio  tl)u  **  Avch  "  lobby.  I  cannot  undor- 
Htaiul  huw  a  K<'Utloiiiaii  of  bin  vast  experience, 
and  a  giiitliinan  who  is  everlastingly  getting 
on  the  pubtii*  ])latforms  of  this  country  and 
saying  tli.\t  h«'  is  avlvorating  the  interests  of 
tb»»  many  a^  imst  tho  selfihhucss  of  the  few, 
can  bu  f<>i;nU  volin*^  in  thin  direction.  He 
nnist  kn'>>v  iliAt  llu-ie  is  onlv  one  principle  that 
will  i-nei-t  tiio  objects  of  this  Bill,  and  that  is 
Mjuply  tbi-^ :  that  the  few  must  givo  way  to  tho 
inlrii^t'.  of  the  many.  1  will  say  this,  more- 
over :  I  represent  a  lan^e  constituency,  and  a 
cunslitneney  wlueh,  as  1  ha\e  said  before,  has 
vi  rv  lafkie  acce^iMons  to  the  number  of  its  des- 
tiiul"'  pir»«ons  (hmu  those  districts  which  wij>h 
to  av.Mvl  ]>a>mg  an> thing  at  all.  It  is  not 
only  I'n  tluse  grounds  that  I  advocate  what 
I  il"i».  but  I  say  ihiTO  ih  onlv  one  principle 
Ih.a  will  earrv  out  this  law,  if  it  is  to  bo  car- 
rn  d  out,  and  lu.i:  is,  that  the  people  uui^L 
Ih'  ri.ti  I  un  a  fa'r  system,  and  that  taxation 
hh  >uui  be  imposod  so  that  own  jv^rtion  of  the 
eounliv  should  not  grow  in  wealth  an^l  an- 
4'lli«  I  p-'it.ou  remain  al\v:i)s  imiv>verislied.  I 
hop*'  t  »•  ^io\ernmtnt.  jf  tlu.>e  elausos  are  put 
in  I'u-  l«'il,  will  tirop  it  altoi^ethor. 

Mr.  V  V.  A  K  > »>  >  N .  — 1"  n e  luui on  r.i  1  »1  e  ni e mber 
i»»r  >v  i  nhan^  ^eems  to  have  worked  hmi-^elf 
lip  Mil  •  »\n  e\*r.ioiiimrtry  ^tAte  of  excitement. 
It  ilu  I  '110111  Ai'lo  member  for  Auckland  K.i-t 
Ilk,  ^  t>'  -iv*  into  a»i>  lobby,  \\li;it  has  that  to  .1  ^ 
wall  t.iv'  iiououiai'le  unmUr  for  S\den)t\m  ? 
It  ill  b.'v*o:ues  ttie  honour.ilie  number  to  i:  t 
up  H*.d  leeH;ro  the  honoun^bie  member  for 
Auok:.'  I  Kj\st.  li  is  ilMKVv>mtn»;  and  shows 
Uilv..-.  t':i.M  tb.e  rnuLer  sii.^-iiJ,  whet.excr 
he  i;.  :s  '  jta:*.'.  ^'t.^  m  the  wa\  ho  now  pr^- 
jx»t^  \N  IK  n  I  viete.iled  tho  iKM:our.\blo  Cv  :.:lc- 
m,vn"s  "*«!.:;iN;r>  the  otrier  n  i:.it  on  tiiequt>tion 
of  p':\»  "  <  t!;e  t-WAtion  fv»r  euAritAble  a:d  en 
t'le  prv>;Mt>-ta\  basi-*,  to.e  h.n..^;::A'olo  gentie- 
III  iu  le^ ,  me  b\  n^vmUj:  t*'.\:  ho  w.  uld  livke  no 
iiouoi-  of  my  m  ^;ion.  N  \\  t'u»  hoiiv^urji' "..^ 
geut'.e:::.\n  :>  pvtulAiit,  and  M\'i  iL.at  ho  w..i 
dt  >o:  ;e  \\:.\. 

s\r  K    SlOrr  -1  <Ad  tb.'.:  b.t  re. 

Ml  !M  VK^v^N  -\Vt.\  I  ...MN  that  how-.:: 
diN^p  i:  e  r^  ::.  r  .0  tl!^:  ai".  n.::::.  n:  w\v<  Iv.  ?, 
ba;  I  '  >  on.  i^  nvvu'i  \>oi'-o.  ai- 1  :'...^  i^Ov-^-ns-r  :'.^ 
bv>*\  n;  ,,o'.e  ru  i'vH  V  vlro'^  ;!.«.  t^...  ;i.e  kV'.ivr. 

Ml  iU  *.  ;i  VN  \N.-  -  Tmox V  i  my  Air.vn.liui  n: 
\Mi!\  ;!.o  'itAtovl  mt^VKtion  oi  i:/:  tA.xini:,  a:.i 
I  am  »\v  t  »: ^  r ;  to  t^Ik  i:  ^w,  '  r  I  ^a\o  no  w-.i 
to  wanIo  ';>.,  t:  :io  ot  t'.^  I«.  ;>  *:  t*  .<  IaIc 
\H'i  vM  v^t  tl.e  >»^N\*ii.  It  '  *,  ;.;o  1^:^.11;.  r 
>!u»a;d  J'ANo  aeeeeud  tl.o  i^ -.:  0:1.  as  t.v 
Uoo,!»e  deosiod  a<v.-.>;  b  'i.  \  \\\.\  aooer:  t:.-. 
a»lvMU'\'.»:.'nt.aN  ur»i>  I  a'*a  e  ^r  v*eniv\i»  wi:'r>"i:: 
Ikiw  toi ,  vi  i\'V.  >!k^  I  »\o  or  V  ore  worA  :. 
sA^  '*''  »^^  w'-. -;  :.  ..  t  o'Ai  t>v*  'i -;  .^ATSvVO  ri^'"- 
Ki  t>*i  ^\>K  '  '•.  in  ^'  tir  t;  -.a  .,;u  :':;:. v^  :. 
a>i\o>*  vie  K  X  '  ,:  ,v  lo^;^  o.  t  '  *  :.  »*  A>  Cv:::j\.z.vI 
w  .0.  .:\v^no  ot  ,  0  ".'.A-x.  I  s  ;  .  X-  n.^  i\vr;*  :. 
»klU  'i  ,«  OnVU^O  Ax  ;''  k..  a  a  I  v\  .  s^^  tAT  tA."  .r. 
\XAA   ;..0     MOWN    O.    U.O     ;\vOAv*V».:A    tV^iiTA  w 


the  four  largo  centres  of  lbs  cg^sct  istoi» 
for  a  differential  sabsidy,  so  m  id  Iit?e  tki 
country  districts  to  themielTes,  and  aot  at 
them  to  the  largo  centres,  or  desosy  thsrkeil 
autonomy. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  am  noc  gob^ 
much  at  this  period  of  the  session,  bat  I  & 
deprecate  very  much  the  attitude  ol  tbe?» 
micr  in  this  discussion.  He  profeoes  )msA 
to  be  an  advocate  of  local  aafionamTiadkai 
self-government,  and  ho  professes  to  ink  u 
far  OS  possible  in  developing  the  chintobko- 
stincts  of  the  people.  The  amendment  of  tlhi 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  Soo^ 
in  the  direction  of  assisting  the  charitiibk  is- 
btincts  of  tho  people,  and  fostering  them;  u^ 
now  we  are  forced,  by  an  nnnataEsljaiictios.ti 
fall  back  again  on  tho  Bill  of  the  honosiiUi 
gentleman,  and  by  this  Bill  we  shall  ban  a 
depend  entirely  on  rates  in  the  fntme,  u 
on  what  we  have  always  deprecated  in  tki 
Hou^c,  a  poor-rate.  In  our  district  we  hsn 
always  voluntarily  supported  hospitals  aoddia 
peused  choritablo  aid  for  years  past;  ud« 
do  not  wish  to  be  tied  to  any  other  <iis&if< 
Wo  are  quite  willing  to  take  onr  due  habOi 
ties.  If  any  persons  from  oar  distcet  la 
sent  to  Wellington  for  charitable-aid  or  bat 
pital  purposes  we  are  quite  willing  to  pijts 
their  treatment.  The  Premier  is  takiEg 
short-sighted  view  of  tho  matter.  WheHfl 
tric;s  arc  working  and  have  worked  forT 
past  earnestly  in  one  direction,  with  on  ear 
wi>h  to  avoid  a  poor-rate,  and  to  proTidfi  b 
tluir  necessities  by  voluntary  contribctkoi, 
•say  they  should  bo  i)ermittcd  to  cany  cat  tie 
Iau JauIo  purpose.  I  regret  very  mnch  that  T 
honourable  gentlemaii  has  taken  the  coaoe hf^ 
hiK  taken. 

Maj  >r  ATKINSON.— The adjouinineatofifc« 
ilebat.'  having  been  asked  f or,  it  is  only  reass* 
abl.^  that  we  should  agree  to  it. 

Sir  U.  STOUT.— I  mean  to  drop  the  KB. 

Mijor  ATKINSON.— I  hope  thebonoaaa* 
♦:-,  ntleman  will  not  do  that, on  thinking  orw it 
I  d.-A<:ree  with  these  Bills  ;  but  the  honoaa^ 
i;::;:;c::iAn  Will  sec  that  the  action  which iB 
'.He;i  t  '.k.  n  in  thi*;  matter  comes  frompa*^ 
I  \^hj«  arc  ih  .roughly  in  earnest  in  doiagthef 

I  vlutV. 

I      S.r  n.  ST;  n'T— Oh,  oh  ! 

I      Mx-r    ATKINSON.  — Yes,   it  does.    Ta 

*  m  \\:u  nt  is  due  to  a  desire  on  the  part  i 
:::  ^-e  m-  niKrs  t-»  do  their  duty  locally.  !«=> 
::•  :  :'..»:  w:.:n  the  Premier  considers  thit  he 

'  V  :::  >  o  t:.At  ho  must  go  on  with  the  Bfll;  «»I 
"a.''v  b-*  w:a  cive  his  opponents  in  thisiMft^ 
vt/  :.:  f-  r  dcsirmi:  to  do  "what  they  coaceiw  a 
.-:  :  ^ ::  dutr.  Hal  the  honourable  genueBtf 
:.  :  *  .til  FA  :l:er  unwell  to-day  I  think  he  w^ 
r:t  l.A.e  lAk.n  the  course  he  has.  I  hcjpe« 
<"  a',  ^ran:  the  a.joumment;  and,  then,  t^ 

•  :7.e  h'ucuraole   gtnileman  will  com*  »  tt« 

■  Hj  A-^?  m  a  bettor  frame  of  mind  to  se*:  pa 
I  o."-.i*:r-.  rorre<enta::vers  who  rfviv  dcsJ?*^ 

:s  f  ^.r  a:.  iV^::::  .v=  f.\r  as  the  Bill  Is  cc=ceE»i 

■  Mr  il.jNT-v.'^MERY.— Is  is  q-iwtr^i* 
t'-io  e^Aritrk'  u.-tr*c:s  wi-^ii  to  split  :f  fr:3*-^ 
Lir^.*  U»^s.     T::ere  is  no  coabt  aiKxU  tf*i- 
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There  are  two  districts  in  Canterbury,  for  in- 
stance, which  desire  to  do  so.  I  wish  the 
County  of  Akoroa  cut  oS.  But  where  is  this 
thing  going  to  stop  ?  We  are  going  to  throw 
ihe  maintenance  of  the  poor  on  the  town  dis- 
tricts, and  that  is  entirely  contrary  to  what 
was  the  object  when  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards 
were  appointed.  The  object,  then,  was  to 
create  large  districts,  so  that  the  outlying 
districts  might  contribute.  If  you  do  not  pass 
this  measure,  Amuri  and  Cheviot  will  not 
contribute  a  farthing.  At  the  same  time,  I 
agree  that  the  nominal  owners  of  the  land 
should  not  pay  all  this  rate,  and  the  mortgagee 
get  clear.  I  had  framed  the  following  resolu- 
tion on  this  point :  The  mortgager  and  mort- 
gagee shall  contribute  to  the  charitable-aid 
rate,  levied  annually  on  property,  in  proportion 
to  the  interest  each  holds  in  the  property ;  the 
mortgager  to  pay  the  tax  to  the  local  bodv, 
wi&  power  to  deduct  the  amount  which  should 
be  cbaofged  to  the  mortgagee  from  the  annual 
interest  payable  to  him,  so  that,  in  the  case 
of  property  of  the  nomiiuJ  value  of  £5,000,  on 
which  has  been  advcbnced  money  to  the  amount 
of,  say,  £4,000,  the  landowner  shall  not  be 
rated  as  if  his  interest  was  £5,000,  and  the 
mortgagee  escape  altogether.  I  do  not  see  any 
chance  of  carrying  that,  but  I  think  it  ofiers  a 
large  remedy.  If  the  House  agrees  to  split  off 
any  districts,  I  hope  it  will  agree  to  split  ofi 
mine,  and  I  shall  move  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE.— As  I  understand  it, 
the  House  has  not  agreed  to  split  off  any  dis- 
tricts. It  has  only  agreed  that  subsection  (5) 
of  clause  34  shall  be  reconsidered.  That  does 
not  commit  the  House  to  the  proposals  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  South,  and, 
in  fact,  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  carried.  As  to  the  other  amend- 
ments which  are  to  be  moved,  as  far  as  I  can 
gather  they  are  not  likely  to  be  carried.  There- 
fore I  tJiink  the  conduct  of  the  Premier  in  pro- 
posing to  drop  the  Bill  is  unwise.  I  hope,  even 
if  the  adjournment  be  not  carried,  he  will  recon- 
sider his  decision,  and  not  drop  the  Bill.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  hope,  if  these  amendments 
are  carried,  the  Premier  will  drop  the  Bill.  I 
think  this  is  an  underhand  attempt  to  get  what 
the  House  refused  to  give  a  few  days  ago,  when 
the  whole  question  was  fairly  considered.  I 
would  like  to  tell  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikato  this:  that  I  made  certain  offers  to 
assist  him,  and  that  I  consider  that  he  has  not 
kept  faith  with  me  in  the  matter.  I  now  with- 
draw the  offers  I  made  in  the  way  of  assisting 
him  witii  respect  to  this  question.  Another 
thing  which  I  noticed  on  the  last  division  was, 
that  all  those  members  who  voted  with  the 
Premier  to  put  in  one  or  two  matters  in  their 
districts  voted  against  the  Bill.  If  the  amend- 
ments are  carried  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
drop  the  Bill,  so  that  those  who  have  already 
got  concessions  may  be  in  the  same  position  as 
mo  people  they  are  now  voting  against ;  and 
perhaps  next  session  a  Bill  may  be  brought  in 
to  meet  the  wants  of  all  the  various  districts. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  find  from  the  amendment 


as  put  by  Mr.  Speaker  that  there  is  no  such 
section  in  the  Bill  as  that  the  honourable  mem*- 
ber  for  Wairarapa  South  proposes  to  alter,  and 
therefore  the  motion  which  has  been  carried  by 
the  House  is  valueless.  Under  those  circum* 
stances,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  motion  fox 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  with- 
drawn. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN.— I  now  beg  to  move,  That 
the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  following  new  clause,  of  which  I 
have  given  notice  :  "  Subsection  five  of  section 
thirty-four  of  the  said  Act  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  the  Wairarapa  District  and  the  Wellington 
District  are  hereby  constituted  charitable-aid 
districts  under  the  said  Act  as  if  they  had  never 
formed  part  of  any  united  district.  The  Board 
of  the  United  Board  of  the  Wairarapa  Distrioi 
and  the  Wellington  District  is  hereby  dissolved, 
and  all  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  such  united 
district  at  the  time  of  its  dissolution  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  Boards  of  the  two  dis- 
tricts forming  part  of  such  united  district  in 
manner  as  shall  be  allocated  by  such  person 
as  the  Governor  may  appoint  for  this  purpose. 
This  section  shall  not  come  into  force  before 
the  first  day  of  April  next  after  the  passing 
hereof." 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  *  and  for  the  consideration  of  a  new 
clause  *  be  added  to  the  motion." 


Ayes,  27. 

Atkinson 

Hamlin 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Bruce 

Hatch 

Thomson,  J.  W4 

Bryce 

Hislop 

Trimble 

Buckland,J.C 

Hobbs 

Wakefield 

Dodson 

Kerr 

Walker 

Fitzherbert 

Locke 

Whyte. 

Fulton 

Pearson 

Tellers. 

Grace 

Pere 

Boetham 

Grey 

Bussell 

Buchanan. 

Guinness 

Noes,  29. 
Ballance  McMillan  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Bevan  Moat  Stout 

B.-Bradshaw     Montgomery      Sutter 
Brown  Newman  Taylor 

Cadman  O'Conor  Thompson,  T. 

Conolly  Reese  Tole 

Dargaville  Reid  Vogel. 

Ivess  Richardson,  E.         Tellers, 

Larnach  Samuel  Fraser 

McKenzie,  J.      Smith  Tiu'abuU. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against, 

Heurper  O'Calloghan 

Locke  Johnston 

Macarthur  Lance 

Menteath.  Joyce. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  Whyte  and  Mr.  Walkbb  withdrew  their 
amendments. 
Bill  recommitted  to  consider  clauses  8  and  4«. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 
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On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  WHYTE  said,— I  wish  to  refer  to  a  few 
words  which  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Goromandel  in  reference  to  myself.  He 
said  something  to  the  general  effect  that  I  had 
broken  faith  with  him.  I  did  not  breiUc  faith 
with  him  at  all ;  and,  in  fact,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  as  I  had  entered 
into  no  compact  or  agreement  with  him.  It  is 
true  that,  in  the  lobbies,  we  had  some  conver- 
sation about  endeavouring,  to  the  best  of  our 
abilities,  by  joining  our  forces  on  the  Hospital 
Board,  to  reduce  and  keep  down  the  reckless 
expenditure  which  goes  on  at  the  Thames  at 
present.  I  think  that,  knowing  what  I  do  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Coromandcl,  he  is 
too  fair  and  reasonable  a  man  to  back  out«  or, 
rather,  not  to  continue  his  efforts  to  reduce 
expenditure.  I  have  not  in  any  way  broken 
faith  with  him,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  com- 
pact to  break. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— There  might  have  been  no 
compact  between  us,  but  what  I  understood 
-certainly  was,  in  reference  to  the  working  of 
these  inKtitutions,  that  hereafter  nothing  further 
was  to  be  done  in  the  direction  of  his  district 
getting  separated  from  the  Thames  District.  I 
certainly  thought  that  was  so. 

Mr.  WHYTK. — I  in  no  way  agreed  to  cease 
my  agitation  to  obtain  separation  from  the 
Thames  District,  because  I  thought  that  must 
come  sooner  or  later;  and  the  justice  of  the 
desire  for  separation  must  become  apparent  to 
everybody,  the  honourable  member  for  Coro- 
mandcl included,  before  long. 

Mr.  CADMAN.  —  As  far  as  justice  is  con- 
cerned, we  fouglit  that  out  in  this  House.  We 
said  tliat  if  the  Piako  County  would  erect  a 
hospital  we  would  offer  no  further  opposition  to 
^their  having  an  institution  of  their  own.  At 
present  they  have  no  hospital,  and  they  are  not 
likely  to  build  one. 

Mr.  WHYTE.  — I  think  it  is  wrong  that 
these  conversations  in  the  lobbies  should  be 
brought  in,  and  I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  for  Coromandcl  should  have  brought 
them  in.  However,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add,  except  that  I  did  not  in  any  way,  even  by 
implication,  lead  him  to  infer  that  I  would  ab- 
stain from  endeavouring,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability,  to  obtain  separation  from  the  Thames 
District. 

^Ir.  CADMAN. — I  must  say  a  word  in  reply 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato.  I 
fully  agree  with  him  that  lobby  talk  should  not 
be  brought  into  this  House — that  is,  talk,  in 
respect  to  matters  before  the  House,  or  which 
are  likely  to  come  before  it,  that  may  be  con- 
sidered of  a  private  nature.  The  conversation 
wo  had  was  certainly  in  the  lobbies ;  but  it 
was  not  in  reference  to  anything  then  before 
the  House,  nor  could  it  fairly  be  termed  what 
is  known  as  *'  lobby  gossip." 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do  pass, 

^Ir.  PEARSON  said,— As  this  will  probably 
ibe  the  last  time  this  session  that  we  shall  have 
-an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  this  subject,  I 


want  to  teU  the  Premier  that  I  shftHsoti 
agitating  to  got  fair-play  for  the  coodHj  it 
tricts  in  regMd  to  this  matter.  Thehooooiiii 
gentleman  does  not  understand  the  feeliz^ii 
the  country  districts  about  it;  bat  vbe&it 
next  election  takes  place  he  will  mtdeistBail 
in  a  very  practical  manner,  for,  onlesfti 
honourable  gentleman  previously  ooofesB  ii 
fair-play  to  the  country  districte  iasegKili 
this  question,  he  will  see  very  few  snppoctad 
his  returned  from  the  comitry  distzicts.  Ifot 
session  I  shall  take  another  opportssit;  if 
trying  to  get  justice  done  to  the  oomztiTii^ 
tricts — ^not  only  my  own,  but  throo^iocdi 
colony. 
BUI  passed. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSTJBIKCE  Blllk  ^ 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  beg  to  move  Uk  t^ 
reading  of   the  Government  Life  hmnaa 
Bill. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  beg  to  move,  ss  as  aaoi^ 
ment,  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  ^  ii 
purpose  of  considering  new  claoses,  viaclt  2 
will  presently  read,  and  which  are  pmseda 
a  Supplementary  Order  Paper.  Great  ass^ 
seems  to  be  shown  by  a  number  of  hoofioo^ 
gentlemen  to  get  away,  for  they  keep  aSss^ 
out  *•  Time  "  and  **  Question,"  with  a  Tiaw  i 
postponing  important  business.  This  is  po- 
bably  the  last  opportunity  we  shall  hsf?  ^ 
session  of  referring  to  a  most  important  iSAtts 
— a  question  of  really  the  first  importifittto 
the  country  in  the  present  condition  of  tkisp, 
and  a  question  on  which,  I  hold,  it  is  impe» 
tive  for  this  Legislature  to  take  acti<ffl,  "f^ 
a  view  to  putting  things  in  the  country  in » 
better  position  than  they  are  in  at  piea^ 
There  are  three  things  tending  to  that  end  « 
which  I  hold  it  to  be  imperative  for  tieLe^ 
lature  to  take  action,  and  they  are  these:  ?»• 
tcction  ;  a  more  thrifty  and  economical  ro- 
ing  of  the  public  service ;  and  some  kgi^ 
tive  or  governmental  action  towards  ass^ 
ing  the  agriculturists  generally,  so  that  th^ 
may  be  able  to  gain  a  sound  position,  andast 
succumb  to  heavy  incumbrances  and  adna 
circumstances,  as  so  many  have  already  dsafc 
In  framing  these  clauses,  there  is  no  wish « 
my  part  that  any  of  the  funds  at  piw^f^ 
the  disposal  of  the  Govenoment  should  be  aw 
to  lend  to  small  farmers  at  a  low  rate  of  * 
terest — to  do  anything  which  would  rednee  tta 
income  of  the  policy-holders ;  but,  at  theai* 
time,  there  is  an  intention  to  take  a  cob« 
which,  I  think,  might  tend  considerably  in 
the  relief  of  the  smaller  struggling  ^^  | 
am  a  policy-holder  in  the  institution,  M»j 
am  very  anxious  that  it  should  be  noMPj 
in  the  best  possible  way,  and  that  ite  fas* 
should  be  so  dealt  with  as  to  secure  ta 
largest  return;  but,  after  careful  exaiM* 
tion,  I  am  convinced  that  the  funds  ooola" 
materially  strengthened  under  the  opf"** 
of  the  clauses  I  propose.  My  object  is  »" 
the  institution  should  obtain  funds  at  Hoa«i 
by  the  sale  of  aimuities,  which  ^°°^  S 
crease  to  a  large  extent  the  funds  avaiW* 
in  the  colony  for  investment  in  all  dasss  0 
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seourities.  Very  large  soms  are  now  sent  from 
Great  Britain  to  other  countries,  and  partica- 
Iftrly  to  the  United  States,  for  investment  in 
Ihe  amiuity  branch.  The  business  is  found 
to  be  so  profitable  that  a  large  sum  can 
be  imported  into  the  United  States  in  that 
way.  I  have  previously  explained  the  style  of 
bosiness,  and  the  opportunities  which  are  given 
in  this  colony  to  accept  that  class  of  business, 
because  we  rest  our  calculations,  in  computing 
Annuities,  on  a  basis  of  4  per  cent.;  whereas 
at  Home  the  annuity-selling  offices  are  com- 
pelled to  rest  their  calculations  on  a  basis 
of  3  or,  at  most,  3^  per  cent.  I  will  read  the 
clauses,  and,  if  honourable  gentlemen  are  dis- 
inclined to  go  into  the  matter  this  session,  I 
shall  be  satisfied  to  take  the  decision  on  the 
voices.  When  this  question  was  before  the 
House  in  1884  it  was  held  that  a  proposal 
then  made  on  the  subject  was  not  a  desirable 
one ;  but  the  clauses  I  propose  are  very  different 
from  those  then  submitted,  because  it  was  then 
proposed  that  the  department  should  do  general 
Ufe-insurance  business  not  only  in  England  but 
in  the  Australian  Colonies ;  and  I  thoroughly 
deprecate  this  colony  going  into  general  insur- 
ance business  all  over  the  world.  My  clauses 
are  these : — 

'^Agencies  in  United  Kingdom. 
"13a.  If  the  Governor  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  advisable  at  any  time  to  ex- 
tend so  much  of  the  business  conducted  under 
this  Act  as  relates  to  the  entering  into  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  annuities  for  life  by  the 
establishment  of  branches  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  he  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Executive  Coimcil,  direct  the  Commis- 
sioner to  take  all  such  necessary  steps  and 
do  all  things  requisite  for  the  establishment 
of  branches  for  the  exclusive  purpose  aforesaid 
at  such  places  in  the  United  Kingdom  afore- 
said as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Governor. 

"  13b.  The  Governor  may  appoint  a  Manager 
and  Agents  to  commence  business  under  this 
Act  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  at  any 
such  places  aforesaid,  and  may  prescribe  their 
respective  functions  and  duties,  and  may  apply 
any  moneys  to  the  credit  of  the  Government 
Insurance  Account  in  and  towards  the  cost  of 
establishing  such  branches,  and  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  all  persons  employed  thereat 
or  concerned  in  the  establishment  thereof. 
.  "  13c.  The  Governor  in  Council  and  the 
Governor  shall  have  the  same  authority  and 
control  over  and  the  same  power  to  make  regu- 
lations for  the  conduct  of  such  business  at  any 
of  the  aforesaid  agencies,  and  the  receipt, 
custody,  payment,  transmission,  or  investment 
of  moneys  thereat,  in  all  particulars  and  in 
respect  of  all  matters  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  has  under  this  Act  within  the  colony." 

I  shall  make  no  further  remarks,  but  shall 
leave  the  clauses  to  the  House,  hoping,  how- 
ever, that  they  will,  at  any  rate,  elicit  sufficient 
expression  of  opinion  to  induce  the  authorities 
in  the  matter  to  take  action  next  session.  I 
believe  these  clauses  are  quite  concurred  in 
by  the  Treasurer^  who  has  given  the  question 
careful  and  mature  consideration. 


Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  second  the  amendment. 
pro  fonnd.  The  honourable  gentleman  must, 
know  that  this  matter  was  fully  discussed 
the  other  night.  I  am  certain  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  knows  anything  about 
this  matter,  he  must  know  that  the  proposal 
he  has  made  means  our  lending  money  not  for 
the  7  per  cent,  we  can  get  for  it  here,  but  for 
the  very  low  rates  they  get  at  Home.  Money 
cannot  be  lent  at  Home,  on  anything  like  satis- 
factory  security,  at  more  than  3  or  B^  per  cent. 
I  suggested  the  other  night  that  this  institu- 
tion should  lend  sums  of  £200.  That  was  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  that  its  doing  so 
would  have  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  now  ruling,  and  so  afEect  the  large 
money-lending  concerns  in  the  colony :  and  I 
am  not  quite  certain  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Invercargill  himself  did  not  object. 
Yet  he  brings  in  these  clauses,  the  effect  o£ 
which  would  be  to  lend  our  money  at  the  same 
rates  as  at  Home. 

Mr.  HATCH.— No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  come  to  my  residence  I  will  show 
him  what  annuities  are  worth.  I  am  not  & 
Treasurer,  but  I  have  letters  from  friends  at 
Home  who  deal  with  things  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  HATCH.— What  are  they  worth  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Your  clauses  ?  I  shall  sim- 
ply say.  Nil;  because  I  am  quite  sure  the 
insurance  funds  cannot  be  lent  at  Hom& 
with  results  satisfactory  to  the  policy-holders. 
Though  I  advocate  the  lending  of  sums  of  £200 
to  small  men,  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those 
who  want  to  lend  or  borrow  money  for  nothing. 
I  think  these  clauses  are  very  indefinite,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  show  how  thoy  should  bo. 
carried  out.  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  drawn  them  and  submitted 
them  to  the  Treasurer,  so  that  a  general  con- 
sensus of  opinion  might  be  arrived  at  about 
thom,  and  then  something  worth  arriving  at 
might  be  arrived  at.  But  I  am  sure  the  Trea- 
surer will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  under 
these  clauses  you  could  not  realize  more  than 
3^  per  cent,  for  your  money.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  honourable  gentleman's  sentiment  at 
all.  He  objects  to  lending  money  in  sums  of 
£200,  on  sound  security,  to  small,  struggling 
men ;  and  yet  he  proposes  to  lend  money  in 
this  way.  Sir,  I  have  never  heard  you  speak 
yet  but  what  you  spoke  with  authority,  and, . 
moreover,  I  have  never  heard  your  decisions 
overruled  or  objected  to  ;  but  when  we  find  a 
gentleman  from  Invercargill  assuming  almost 
the  functions  of  the  Chair — well,  I  must  say  I 
do  not  think  that  he  is  an  authority  on  these 
matters,  and  I  will  not  take  up  more  time  in 
discussing  the  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  I  understand  the  clauses 
rightly  they  propose  to  authorize  the  Govern- 
ment to  sell  annuities  in  England,  and,  inas- 
much as  the  English  Government  sell  them 
based  on  the  calculation  that  the  money  will 
fructify  at  3  or,  I  think,  3J  per  cent.,  and  as  wo 
look  for  at  leeist  4}  per  cent.,  the  operation  is  a 
very  profitable  one  ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  ac. 
one  with  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham 
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This  ifl  not  a  now  proposal ;  it  is  one  which  has 
already  been  before  the  House  and  several 
previous  Govrrnmcnts.  When  I  was  Agcnt- 
Oeneral,  at  the  instance  of  the  solicitors  of 
ihe  Government  in  P3ngland  I  pointed  out  that 
it  would  be  a  profitable  business  to  sell  annui- 
ties at  Home  on  better  terms  than  the  English 
Government  could  offer,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
that  this  businoKS  would  be  a  good  one  for  tlic 
department.  It  was  proposed  when  v/o  trans- 
ferred the  business  from  the  Government  to  the 
Board ;  but  it  was  not  agreed  to,  not  bccauHc 
the  House  di'^approvc  d  of  tlio  proposal,  but  be- 
•oausc  they  did  not  wish  to  go  into  such  a  busi- 
ness witliout  due  ernsiucration.  The  honour- 
able member  for  InvorcairJll  has  been  pood 
enough  to  consult  me,  and  I  have  tcld  Inm 
that,  thou^li  it  wa^  disirablo  to  vcntihite  lliis 
question,  I  did  not  think  it  war.  desirable  to  take 
«teps  in  this  dircelion.or  tlmt  the  House  would 
be  prepared — at  this  period  of  the  session,  and 
ficeing  the  circuni.-tanccs  under  whieh  wo  arc 
making  a  charge  in  the  constitution  of  the 
deinirtmont — to  accept  such  proj osals  now. 
We  are  Inking  \mck  the  control  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  tho  llonso  has  not  yet  had  much 
time  to  discuss  it.  1  tuke  it  that  the  House 
looks  to  the  (iovernment  to  put  the  department 
into  a  Fati'^factorv  position  and  to  scrutiniro  its 
finances,  ar.d  tljcn  to  see  Innv  far  tlie  present 
con.slitntieii  answers;  and  before  it  has  some 
infoiniation  on  that  point  it  will  not  think  it 
desirable  to  put  on  us  this  new  responsibility. 
I  may  point  out,  too,  that  the  feeling  is  that  the 
•expentliti;rc  of  all  money  beyond  tliat  neces- 
sary to  meet  business  contra'^ts  oufht  to  he  ex- 
pressly vot.  d  by  Parliament,  and  tho  House 
would  not  agreo  to  give  a  power  of  general  ex- 
penditure such  as  is  proposed  by  the  second 
clause  now  under  conbidcration.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  business  would  bo  a  profitable 
one,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  on  some  future 
occasion  the  House  will  sec  fit  t«^  allow  it ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  desirable  that  we 
flhould  push  these  clauses  throuj^h  now. 

]\Ir.  SUTTER.— When  this  matter  was  before 
the  House  last  session  the  discussion  showed 
that  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling  against  it. 
We  have  been  told  that  this  would  bo  a  very 
profitable  business,  and  give  us  cheap  money 
to  lend  out  to  farmers.  If  the  House  wants 
cheap  money  for  farmers  let  them  go  into  tho 
market  and  borrow  for  this  purpose,  but  do  not 
use  the  funds  of  the  policy-holders  in  such  a 
•wild  scheme  as  this.  But,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
it  would  not  result  in  profit.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  at  Home  annuities  can  be  purchased 
on  the  basis  of  6  per  cent.,  while  here  wo  can 
purchase  them  on  the  basis  of  8  per  cent. ;  but, 
then,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  expense  to  be  gone 
through.  I  will  not  take  up  tho  time  of  the 
House  by  going  into  the  matter  further,  but  1 
will  say  that  the  experience  of  all  Australian 
insurance  ofiices  has  been  in  tho  direction  of 
showing  that  it  has  been  a  mistake  to  go  be- 
yond Australia  to  do  business  ;  and,  if  it  has 
been  a  fatal  mistake  in  their  case,  there  is 
no  reason  for  supposing  that  it  would  not  be 
equally  so  in  our  case.  I  should  oppose  ai5y 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


attempt  to  extend  our  life-insurance  bcsaev 
to  England. 

^fajor  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  ^ette 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  going  to&dinaoi 
upon  this  subject ;  but,  if  so,  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  in  order  to  explain  mypoft* 
tiou.  I  shall  vote  against  the  amcndmeiit,  ast 
because  I  think  it  would  be  on  unprofiiub 
business  to  sell  annuities  in  EngUad,  Id 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be,  and  I  haTCTOj 
little  doubt  that  the  House  will  ultiniAtcljm 
its  way  to  extend  its  business  in  that  direesoa 
So  far  as  life-insurance  business  is  conessfli, 
I  do  not  think  we  shall  ever  go  into  that  fi 
would  be  a  very  unsafe  business.  But  I  tkiok, 
as  regards  tho  annuity  business,  that  it  ii 
perfectly  safe,  and  that  it  would  undo^bsei^ 
lead  to  a  very  large  amount  of  money  beaj 
brought  to  the  colony,  and  to  a  rednctiiaia 
the  rate  of  interest ;  but  such  a  prop<KaI  nratf 
come  from  the  Government,  and  it  most  bt 
brought  down  after  it  has  been  considered  a 
every  respect.  Until  it  is  so  brought  dcvD.  I 
do  not  think  tho  House  will  enter  into  sbt 
arrangement  of  that  kind.  I  wish  to  »y  thi4 
I  cannot  support  the  motion,  aithongh  I  anil 
favour  of  the  proposal  embodied  in  it. 

:^Ir.  PEARSON.— I  entirely  agree  witJ  the 
clauses  of  tho  honourable  member  forhrsff- 
cargill,  because  I  look  upon  them  as  the mflst 
practical  step  in  the  direction  of  givirg  tiie 
farmers  cheap  money  that  has  come  before  till 
House  this  session.  This  Hou^e,  I  beli€Te,if 
willing  to  assist  the  farmers  in  that  ^toJ-  1 
do  not  agree  with  the  criticism  which  haseaiM 
from  the  honourable  member  for  SydcnhiB; 
but  I  have  to  thank  the  honourable  memba far 
Egmont  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  hani^ 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  this  proposl 
I  hope  that  wlien  it  comes  before  the  Hooa 
next  session  they  will  endeavour  to  gi«  the 
matter  shape,  so  that  it  really  may  coaie  is^ 
operation. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
supposed  that  a  large  majority  of  this  Eq-^^ 
in  favour  of  any  steps  of  this  kind  siuiplj  bc' 
cause  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  spokffl 
are  in  favour  of  the  proposition.  I  do  a* 
agree  with  the  proposition,  no  matter  i^.*^ 
form  it  can  be  put,  because  I  am  connBCW 
that  the  moment  you  attempt  to  cany  yoff 
business  on  in  other  parts  of  the  world  yoiiw 
get  into  difficulty.  Experience  of  other  Mspj 
ciations  has  shown  that.  Suppose  we  sko"" 
decide  to  carry  on  this  business  in  England,^ 
should  require,  in  the  first  place,  a  Boarf » 
Directors  to  look  after  our  interests,  to  ^^ 
would  have  to  be  paid  large  salaries.  ^* 
should  also  need  trustworthy  agents,  well  pj^ 
to  look  after  our  interests. '  Then,  the  cental 
authority  would  be  very  far  removed  from  t»®* 
Boards  and  agencies ;  and  I  have  nodonMw| 
result  would  be  di.«a.ster  to  this  institutioBtf" 
to  tho  policy-holders.  In  fact,  I  go  beycw 
that,  and  I  say  it  is  almost  certain  th»t » 
would  be  adverse  to  the  interest*  of  the  pw^T" 
holders.  I  am  not  goiijg  to  argue  the  ffl^^^ 
but  I  simply  wished  to  enter  my  protestagwa* 
the  sentiments  given  expression  to  on  the  otw 
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•side,  because  I  thought  it  better  to  enter  a 
protest  at  once,  lest  silence  might  be  mis- 
understood and  misconstrued  on  some  future 
occasion. 

•  Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 
On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do  now  pass, 
Mr.  HATCH. — I  wish  to  maie  one  or  two 
remarks  in  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  previous  speakers.  I  have,  in  the  first 
place,  to  complain  of  the  facetious  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham 
in  connection  with  these  resolutions,  and  to 
thank  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  placing  the 
matter  in  a  more  sensible  light  before  the 
House.  The  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham  showed  that  he  bad 
not  in  any  way  grasped  the  intention  or  spirit 
•of  these  clauses.  When  asked  to  give  us  in- 
formation as  to  what  he  meant  and  offered  to 
do,  he  showed  at  once  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter.  He  said  something  about 
the  value  of  the  piece  of  paper  on  which  these 
•clauses  are  printed,  but  what  that  had  to  do 
with  the  subject  of  them  I  am  sure  I  do  not 
know.  What  I  want  is  to  get  these  clauses 
taken  into  consideration.  I  am  quite  aware 
4hat  such  a  proposal  should  come  from  the 
Government;  but  it  wa.s  understood  that 
there  would  be  action  taken  in  this  direction 
before  now.  An  honourable  member  said  the 
matter  was  before  the  House  last  session : 
tiiat  was  a  remark  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Gladstone  ;  but  he  was  in  error :  it 
was  before  the  House  the  previous  year.  It 
i!ras  then  understood  that  it  would  bo  brought 
before  the  House  in  the  next  year ;  but  nothing 
of  the  kind  was  done;  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  it  had  been  lost  sight  of  entirely,  just  as 
the  Government  have  lost  sight  of  the  necessity 
of  doing  something  in  connection  with  giving 
•cheap  money  to  the  farming  interest.  My  idea 
is  that  this  proposal  should  form  part  of  a  new 
insurance  Bill,  which  will  have  to  be  brought 
forward  next  year.  I  think  also  that  other 
clauses  will  require  special  consideration.  In 
the  Insurance  Act  of  1884  there  was  a  clause 
piToviding  for  taking  a  certain  amount  of 
profits — I  think  10  per  cent. — out  of  insurance 
funds  to  provide  against  various  losses  ;  but  I 
maintain  that  if  this  business  were  done  at 
Home  there  would  be  no  reason  for  taking  this 
amount  of  money  ofi  the  ordinary  profits  of  the 
policy-holders,  and  that  it  would  be  a  means 
of  largely  increasing  the  bonuses  which  will 
be  available  for  policy-holders  in  the  future. 
Although  I  am  only  a  junior  member  of  this 
House,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  regret  to 
sec  the  House  carried  away  oy  any  facetious 
remarks  that  may  fall  from  the  honourable 
ZQomber  for  Sydenham  when  he  endeavours  to 
znake  a  general  laugh  and  to  raise  a  kind  of 
fool's  evidence.  I  do  not  see  what  reason  there 
is  for  laughing  when  that  honourable  gentle- 
man attempts  to  turn  everything  into  ridicule. 
I  can  stand  a  laugh  as  well  as  anybody,  and 
perhaps  I  am  as  thick-skinned  as  any  person  in 
this  House  ;  but  I  think  we  might  conduct  our 
proceedings  with  ordinary  decorum,  and  I  hope 


this  House,  in  future,  will  not  encourage  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  make  facetious  re- 
marks when  questions  are  brought  up  which 
demand  our  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  have  never  been  more 
astonished  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  in  this  House  than  by  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill  has  said.  He 
has  told  us  that  he  is  a  new  member.  I  believe 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  House  for  about 
two  years.  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House  for  only  three  months,  and  we  are  told 
it  takes  about  five  years  to  learn  what  I  may 
call  the  "  rigmarole  "  of  this  House.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  write  for  the  Press  ask» 
when  a  man  who  may  be  called  "  a  new  chum  " 
opposes  a  man  who  knows  **  the  run  of  the 
ropes,'*  **  Why  do  you  oppose  such  a  man  ?  It 
will  take  you  so-long  to  get  the  run  of  the 
ropes  "—something  like  five  years,  I  believe, 
they  say.  If  the  honourable  member  for  In- 
vercargill has  not  made  better  use  of  his  time 
than  to  comment  upon  the  few  words  I  may 
say,  his  labour  has  been  in  vain.  I  never  made 
remarks  of  a  facetious  character  at  all.  I 
dealt  with  the  matter  from  a  practical  point  of 
view,  and  I  was  prepared  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  this :  "  Are  you  going  to  bor- 
row money  by  debentures,  and  then  lend  that 
money  at  Home  ?  "  I  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  argument  to  be  that  it  would 
not  aiSfeot  the  funds  in  the  colony;  but  how 
are  you  going  to  purchase  these  annuities  un- 
less you  are  going  to  borrow  money  by  means 
of  debentures  for  that  purpose?  The  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill,  I  recognize,  may 
in  future  become  a  very  prominent  member  of 
the  House,  and  I  did  not  laugh  at  him.  If  I 
have  made  a  mistake  I  admit  it  with  plea- 
sure, and  hope  to  do  better  in  future  ;  but  my 
honourable  friend  turned  on  me  as  though 
I  had  been  saying  something  that  was  quite 
unjustifiable.  He  talks  of  creating  a  laugh. 
Well,  some  people  tell  us  that  a  laugh  some- 
times does  a  great  deal  of  good  ;  and  I  am  suro 
if,  when  he  gets  up  in  his  place  to  address  r.s 
for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  at  a  stretch, 
he  would  kindly  shove  in  a  laugh  here  and 
there,  he  would  be  more  popular  than  he  is. 
There  is  another  phase  of  this  question  which 
I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill.  I  have  made 
calculations,  and  I  find,  by  reckoning  up  very 
carefully  the  time  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man takes  up  in  this  House,  that  he  has  cost 
the  country  no  less  a  sum  than  £735  this  session ; 
and  yet  the  honourable  member  talks  about 
the  small  farmers  and  the  relief  they  ought  to 
get  I  I  say  it  is  time  that  honourable  gentle- 
man should  bo  dealt  with,  because  I  do  not 
believe  in  that  sham  patriotism  which  some 
honourable  members  possess. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Language  like  that  is  out 
of  order.  The  honourable  member  must  not 
impute  a  want  of  patriotism  or  sham  patriotism 
to  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  withdraw  the  expres- 
sion. I  hope  the  next  time  I  have  the  honour 
to  address  the  House  I  shall  not  be  taken  up 
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so  shortly  as  I  have  been  taken  up  this  after- 
noon, because  I  do  not  speak  with  any  inten- 
tion of  being  facetious,  but  merely  to  do  my 
best  according  to  my  lights. 

Mr.   CONOLLY.  — I  wish  to  add    my  ex- 
pression of  opinion  to  those  of  some  others 
against  these  clauses.    I  do  not  desire  to  treat 
them  at  all  as  a  matter  of  levity.     I  have 
no  doubt  the  honourable  member  for  Inver- 
oargill  brings  them  forth  in  entire  good-faith ; 
and  I  think  he  was  a  little  wrong  in  taking  ex- 
ception just  now  to   the   House  laughing  so 
much  at  the  honourable  member  for  Syden- 
ham, OS  though  the  laugh  had  been  at  all  ad- 
dressed to  the  clauses  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Invcrcargill ;  for  I  think  it  was  simply 
caused  by  the  fact  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for   Sydenham  did  not  at  all  understand 
the  clansess,  which,  I  admit,  are  quite  worthy 
of  the  discussion  of  the   House.     When   the 
Bill  of  1884  was  before  the  House  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  business  of  life  insurance  and 
annuities  should  be  carried  into  other  countries, 
and  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than  another 
in  that  measure  to  which  the  House  was  ab- 
solutely averse  it  was  those  propositions,  and 
if  my  memory   ser\'es  me   rightly   they  were 
thrown  out  without  a  division.     I  cannot  agree 
that  tliose   clauses  could   possibly  be   of   any 
benefit  to  those  insured  ;  because  I  fully  believe 
that  any  small  benefit  that  might  be  derived 
in  the  shape  of  an  increased  rate  of  interest 
would  be  far  overbalanced  by  the  expense  of 
carrying  on  agencies  in  England.    There  would 
be  a  central   ottice   there,   and  a  number  of 
branches — because  it  would  be  absurd  to  sup- 
pose  for  a  moment   that  every  one  of   those 
agents  should  be  in  direct  correspondence  with 
the  oflice  here.     The  ofBce  here  could  only  cor- 
respond with  one  big  ofhce  in  England.     I  can- 
not see  any  possible  benefit  to  arise  from  it. 
If  the  Government  should  think  fit  next  yestr, 
or  at  any  other  time,  to  bring  up  these   pro- 
positions to  the  House  I  should  certainly  give 
my  strongest  opposition  to  them. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

STAMP  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Stamp  Bill,  said  that  the  object  of 
the  2nd  section  was  to  remedy  a  mistake 
which  was  pointed  out  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  session  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Groymouth  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  in  respect  to  the  charge  made  for 
property  transferred  imder  a  miner's  right. 
Tho  3rd  clause  was  to  remedy  a  defect  in 
the  legislation  of  last  session  by  which  pro- 
perty which  passed  for  consideration  was  to  be 
subjected  to  certain  stamp  duty.  The  pro- 
vision was  inoperative  through  an  informality 
or  mistake  in  the  wording  of  the  clause,  and 
they  were  now  simply  trying  to  give  eflect  to 
the  legislation  which  it  had  been  intended  to 
pass  last  session.  He  believed  some  amendment 
would  be  moved  by  which  it  would  be  clear 
that  this  clause  would  not  apply  to  the  transfer 
of  property  from  trustee  to  trustee,  and  also 
that  it  would  not  apply  to  the  transfer  of  pro- 
Mr.  Taylor 


perty  from  on  executor  or  trustee  to  a  _ 
He  would  accept  those  amendments,  and 
that  the  clause  would  therefore  be 
to  the  House.    Clause  4  was  of  a 
character,  and  clause  5  was  to  give  relid  ti 
those  who  had  to  pay  duty  on  the  acquiremi^ 
either  by  fee-simple  or  leasehold,  of  Xtf"^^ 
lands.     Honourable  membezs  woold  Ittvs 
served,  probably,  that  he  had  given  notice  of 
addition  to  this  clause,  by  which  land 
was  to  be  acquired   under  the   Native 
Administration    Bill    of    the    present 
would  be  absolved  from  penalty,  so  kii^ 
the  land  was  acquired  under  certain 
of  the  measure  which  gave  power  to 
titles  on   the   certificate   of    the    Judge 
the  acquirement  of  the  title  had   be^ 
menced.     That  was  to  say,  in  certain 
where  signatures  hod  been  obtained  towasij 
the  acquirement  of  the  property,  the  Bill  ' 
question  gave  power  up  to  a  certain  date  yA 
complete  tho  title,  and  with  regard  to  ^oe»l 
ments  of  Uiat  kind  there  was  a  postpofKEoai^ 
of  the  penalty  so  long  as  the  conditions  of  t^^ 
Act  were  fulfilled. 

Mr.  PERE  would  like  to  read  a  new  clai» 
which  he  proposed  to  add  to  the  Bill:  *^ Pro- 
vided that,  after  the  coming  into  opezatkA  <£ 
this  Act,  all  duties  payable  on  leases  of  )asL 
brought  under  the  Native  Land  Administar 
tion  Act  shall  be  payable  annually,  instead  cf 
in  one  sum  as  at  present." 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  wished  to  poini  oafc. 
that  some  of  these  matters  were  discussed  oeJ^ 
incidentally  last  year,  and  not  much  at&entkm 
was  paid  to  what  was  said.  He  feaied  dat 
the  general  provisions  which  it  was  intesded 
to  incorporate  in  the  Bill  would  work  an  ia- 
justicc  which  was  not  foreseen  and  wbieb 
could  not  be  foreseen  by  the  House.  Ta» 
Bill  had  been  distributed  so  recently  that  ba 
doubted  very  much  whether  correct  opmias* 
had  been  formed  respecting  it.  His  own  (^ 
ion  was  that  there  were  cases  in  which  it  wKiid 
operate  unfairly ;  and  the  result  would  be  thii 
a  further  amendment  would  be  required  neil 
session.  He  was  not  aware  whether  it  vas  s 
copy  of  an  English  Act,  or  whether  there  i»» 
any  provision  of  a  kind  similar  to  this  asj- 
whero  else.  He  was  afraid  that  the  Gofen- 
mcnt  were  having  in  view  particular  cases  w 
much  ;  and  the  result  would  be  that  those  cssa 
would  be  got  at,  but  a  large  number  of  oth^ 
would  escape.  It  was  very  difficult  to  sm 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  amendmeES 
proposed  in  the  Bill ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  tho  Bill  would  not  work  satisfactorily. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Amendment  of  section  20  of  "I^ 
Stamp  Act  1882  Amendment  Act,  1885." 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  insertion,  aft^"  , 
tho  word  **  held,"  of  the  words  **  under  ag^liJ-  \ 
mining  lease  or  license  or." 

The  Committee  divided.  I 
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Majority  against,  36. 
mendment  negatived, 
•ill  reported. 

HABBOUBS  BILL, 
lie  following  reasons,  prepared  by  the  Com- 
toe  appointed  for  the  purpose,  for  the  House 
ising  to  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
(islative  Council  in  the  Harbours  Bill,  were 
oght  up : — 

'  1.  In  respect  to  clause  16 :  It  is  neces- 
f  that  the  amendment  made  therein  should 
ad,  or  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitajits  of 
eral  parts  of  the  colony  will  be  injured,  as 
the  case  of  Bluff  Harbour  tug,  which  carries 
r  Majesty's  mails  weekly  to  Stewart  Island, 
1  also  in  the  case  of  ferrying  across  the 
hikato  and  certain  estuaries  of  the  sea  where 
other  regular  ferry-boats  are  established  or 
ming;  and,  if  this  is  not  provided  for,  it 
1  be  impossible  to  keep  a  tug  in  the  localities 
erred  to,  as  it  would  cost  more  than  the 
alities  could  afford  to  pay  to  be  compelled 
keep  up  a  ferry-boat  service  as  well  as  a  tug. 

*  2.  To  meet  the  disagreiement  of  the  Legisla- 
e  Council,  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
d,  after  the  word  *  Board,'  in  the  17th  line 
clause  16,  the  following  words :  *  when  not 
fcoally  employed  in  towing  a  vessel. ' 

*  3.  Begarding  clause  28  :  It  was  considered 
Bdeni,  in  the  interests  of  Harbour  Boards,  to 
m  the  local  bodies  power  to  increase  the  port 
les  up  to  28.  per  ton,  as  these  dues  have  only 

be  paid  every  six  months,  and  it  is  believed 
i^  the  local  bodies  will  be  fair  judges  in  im- 
sug  the  dues,  and  that  they  will  only  impose 
tes  for  revenue  ^Tirposes,  having  regard  at  the 
mo  time  to  the  interests  of  and  trade  of  their 
vts.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Legis- 
tiye  Council  in  the  new  clause  No.  23  is  an 
Ungement  of  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
id  this  House  trusts  this  will  be  a  sufficient 
ason  to  induce  the  Legislative  Council  to 
live  their  objection  to  the  clause, 
"i.  Clause  2i:  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
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that  not  only  have  the  wharves  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  several  Harbour  Boards  been  builfe 
chiefly  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  but  that 
those  Boekrds  have  received  endowments  either 
in  the  shape  of  money  or  land,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Acts  under  which  such  endow- 
ments were  made  exempt  all  goods  belonging 
to  the  Crown;  and  the  Grovemment  is  com- 
mitted to  the  promoters  of  the  Midland  B.^.il- 
way  Company  to  admit  their  rolling-stock  and 
material  on  the  same  terms  as  now  exist,  and 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  colony. 

"  5.  Clauses  26,  27,  28,  and  29  only  provide 
for  giving  a  portion  of  the  money  now  remain- 
ing and  belonging  to  the  district,  origL^ally 
given  by  the  Provincial  Government  of  Ocago  ; 
and  the  Colonial  Government  was  induced  to 
agree  to  this  partly  because  evidence  w£M 
shown  that  the  people  of  the  district  favoured 
such  an  arrangement,  and  partly  because  pub- 
lic baths  at  Moeraki  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
southern  portion  of  the  colony,  as  it  is  well 
known  that  already  numbers  of  people  go  to 
Moeraki  every  year  during  the  summer  months, 
with  their  families,  to  enjoy  the  mild  climate 
of  Moeraki  and  sea-bathing  there. 

**If  the  Legislative  Council  will  not  waive 
its  objection  under  the  circumstances  set  forth 
here,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  adding 
words  to  the  effect  that  the  clauses  above  re- 
ferred to  should  not  come  into  force  until  a 
meeting  had  been  held  at  Moeraki  to  decide 
the  question  by  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers." 

Mr.  LABNACH.— I  move.  That  the  reasons 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Am  I  right  in  under- 
standing that  the  Midland  Bailway  Company 
will  be  allowed  to  import  all  their  material  on 
the  same  terms  in  respect  to  harbour  charges 
as  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  LABNACH. — ^That  arrangement  has 
been  admitted,  I  have  been  led  to  believe,  by 
the  Government — that  material  for  the  railway 
company  shall  come  in  on  the  same  terms  as 
material  for  Government  railways.  The  Go- 
vernment are  never  charged  anything,  because 
the  colony  has  given  endowments  to  many  of 
those  Harbour  Boards ;  and  it  is  considered 
advantageous  that  the  same  terms  should  be 
extended  to  the  importations  of  any  railway 
company  working  in  the  interests  of  the  colony » 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— The  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  has  anticipated  what  I  intended  to 
say.  I  should  like  to  know,  however,  if  the 
opinion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West,  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  has  been  taken 
on  this  question.  I  take  it  that,  if  he  has  not 
been  consulted,  the  whole  thing  will  come  to 
an  end.  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  legal 
advice  upon  the  subject,  and  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  protest  against  the  Legislature  pro- 
ceeding in  these  matters  unless  we  have  the 
benefit  of  legal  advice. 

Mr.  SUTTEB.— I  should  like  to  know  if  ifc 
is  included  in  the  contract  that  the  Midland 
Bailway  Company  are  to  have  their  railway 
material  landed  free  of  harbour  dues. 

Mr.  LABNACH.— No ;  it  is  in  the  Harbour 
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Endowment  AcIh.  I  think  the  district  railways 
oome  under  tlie  saine  provision. 

Mr.  SUTTEK.— This  is  really  a  very  serioos 
matter.  Suppose  that  at  some  time  or  another 
the  House  should  say  that  the  Government 
must  pay  dues  on  its  material  imported,  then 
we  are  to  have  this  company  coming  to  the 
House  and  claiming  compensation  because 
their  material  as  well  as  the  Government's  was 
no  longer  admitted  duty-free.  I  entirely  object 
to  this,  and  I  hope  that  the  House  will  pause 
before  it  gives  its  consent  to  a  provision  of  this 
tort.  It  simply  means  granting  a  large  mono- 
poly to  this  company  at  the  expense  of  the 
harbours. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— It  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  SUTTEli.— Then,  why  bring  it  in  here? 
I  put  the  question,  and  the  honourable  gentlc- 
znan  said  it  was  not  the  law. 

Colonel  TlilMBLE. — It  seems  to  me  very 
unreasonable  that  the  prcjectors  of  what  is  to 
all  intents  and  purjwses  a  private  enterprise 
should  have  the  same  privilege  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  assumed  to  itself  of  landing  its  goods 
At  dillerent  wharves  free  of  all  cost.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  true  that  the  Government  has  given 
some  compensation  for  the  services  by  trans- 
ferring endowments  to  various  harbours ;  but, 
surely,  if  the  Government  are  to  be  exempted 
from  dues,  that  is  no  reason  why  all  people  who 
deal  with  the  (iovomment  should  be  exempted 
also.  If  so  the  House  might  as  well  abolish 
all  harbour  dues.  It  has  always  been  found  a 
grievance  that  the  Government  should  be  able 
to  laiul  tlicir  stores  and  material  free  of  charge ; 
but,  whatevor  reason  for  complaint  there  might 
be  in  the  ruse  of  tlie  Government,  that  is  dupli- 
cated and  triplicated  when  the  same  privilege 
is  given  to  private  enterprises.  I  can  see  no 
justification  for  that  whatever. 

Mr.  (tU  INN  ESS. — The  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  seem  to  have  thought  of  this 
one  point :  that  this  Midland  Kailway  Com- 
pany has  contracted  with  the  Government  to 
make  this  line  on  certain  conditions,  and  one 
of  these  conditions  is  that  the  Government 
may  purchase  the  line  at  cost  price.  If  we  say 
they  must  pay  harbour  dues  and  charges,  that 
will  materially  add  to  the  cost  of  the  railway, 
and  that  additional  cost  this  colony  will  have 
to  pay. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  The  Government  will 
never  purchase  the  line. 

Mr.  GUINNESS. — I  do  not  know  what  right 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  to  say  that.  I 
do  not  think  ho  has  any  more  right  to  say  the 
Oovernment  will  never  purchase  than  I  have  to 
fiay  that  the  Government  will  purchase  it.  I 
understand  that  in  this  case  the  same  principle 
is  being  carried  out  as  was  followed  in  regard 
to  the  district  railways.  The  two  cases  seem 
to  me  precifjoly  analogous. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  We  mast  remember  that  the 
Harbour  Boa.ds  have  to  raise  revenue  with 
which  to  pay  interest  on  their  debts  ;  and  how 
are  they  to  raise  revenue  if  large  amounts 
of  goods  are  to  be  landed  free  ?  Then,  also, 
this  is  a  bad  precedent;  for  if  we  allow  the 
company  to  laud  its  goods  free  of  charge  we 
Mr,  Larnach 


must  also  grant  it  the  privilege  of 

from  the  property-tax.     Having  exaaptedij 

from  one  form  of  taxation  I  do  not  see  hamnl 

are  to  insist  on  its  paying  taxation  in  anetfeai 

form.    Certainly  we  cannot  insist  on  it  if  t«| 

company  is  placed  in  the  same  position  ae  tki 

Government. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Would  theMSmstnii^ 
Public  Works  point  out  the  section  in  th€: «»; 
tract  or  in  the  Harbours  Act  onder  wizid!  thii^ 
is  allowed  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.--Snbsccti(Sft  iZ^  dt 
section  132  of  "  The  Harbours  Act,  1878.*'' 

Mr.  ROSS.— That  has  been  amended  bj  tb 
addition  of  the  words  "  goods  consigned  to  t^ 
Colonial  Government ; "  making  it  dear  tlit 
goods  consigned  to  contractors  are  not  adiaix^ei 
free. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Has  the  GoTenusatj 
made  any  special  agreement  with  the  oobi' 
pany? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  move.  That  the  woris  d- 
the  reasons  referring  to  this  point  be  omit^d— 
namely,  the  words  in  the  paragraph  relacn^  &i 
clause  24,  from  "  and  the  Govenunent  *'  to  ^ 
end  of  the  paragraph. 

Agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Referring  to  clause  23,  s 
question  of  privilege  has  been  raised.  Wbes 
that  is  done  it  is  not  usual  to  say  anjthiif' 
more  in  objection  beyond  that  the  isamiBssd 
is  an  interference  with  the  privilege  d  ti» 
House.  I  therefore  move.  That  those  woris  is 
struck  out — namely,  from  the  beginning  oi  tic 
paragraph  down  to  "  trade  of  their  ports.** 

Major  ATKINSON.— But  I  should  lite  to 
know  whether  there  is  a  question  of  pmik^ 
We  have  never  previously  claimed  that  ti« 
alteration  of  local  rates  by  the  Legislativi 
Council  is  an  infringement  of  our  privilefes.  I 
should  like  to  hear  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling oa^^ 
point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  very  clearly  laid  4>«a 
in  May : — 

"  In  Bills  not  confined  to  matters  oi  aidcc 
taxation  in  which  pecuniary  bozdens  are  is- 
posed  upon  the  people,  the  Lords  maymafcs 
any  amendments  provided  they  do  not  alts tfa* 
intention  of  the  Commons  with  regard  Ic  ^ 
amount  of  the  rate  or  charge,  whether  bf  ffl- 
crease  or  reduction,  its  duration,  its  madit  d. 
assessment,  levy,  collection,  appropiiatioa,  <s 
management ;  or  the  persons  who  shall  pay* 
receive,  manage,  or  control  it ;  or  Uie  Umii» 
within  which  it  is  proposed  to  levy  it.  .  -  • 
Neither  will  they  permit  the  Lords  to  insert 
any  provisions  of  that  nature  in  Bills  sett  Bp 
from  the  Commons,  but  will  disagree  to  tb<^ 
amendments  and  insist  on  their  disagieemest ' 

Were  this  a  money  Bill  the  proper  oom^ 
would  be  to  lay  the  Bill  aside;  bat,  bdi^^ft 
measure  referring  to  other  matters  h&ao» 
money — namely,  generally  to  harbonis— • 
comes  within  the  ruling  laid  down  by  )lr* 
Shaw-Lefevre  in  Bourke's  edition  of  bis  dec^, 
sions,  page  63 : — 

*•  If  I  correctly  understand  the  qneslaot* 
has  reference  to  those  clauses  in  the  Bill  whie^ 
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isfer  certain  powers  of  taxation  hold  under 
existing  law  by  the  Grand  Juries  of  the 
sal  counties  in  Ireland  to  the  newly- 
Lked  Councils  in  the  proposed  municipal 
»iighs.  I  do  not  think  the  House  can  agree 
the  Lords*  amendments.  It  has  always 
1  most  jealous  of  any  interference  on  the 
i  of  the  other  House  in  cases  of  this  de- 
ption.  It  does  not  even  allow  the  House 
jords  to  change  the  name  of  a  single  trustee 
» turnpike  Bill.  If  a  Bill  passes  the  Com- 
IB  for  the  collection  of  rates  it  never  con- 
to  to  any  alteration  being  made  by  the  other 
186  respecting  the  body  which  is  to  have 
control  of  these  matters." 
nd  again,  at  page  70,  he  lays  down  the  rule 
b: — 

The  Lords  may  amend  Bills  for  the  relief 
he  poor  if  the  amendment  does  not  in  any 
r  amount  to  an  interference  with  the  amount, 
position,  or  collection  of  the  rate  to  be 
!ed,  or  with  the  persons  who  have  the  con- 
1  or  management  of  the  rate.  With  regard 
local  rates,  to  which  reference  has  been 
de,  the  rule  is  that  they  are  not  required  to 
voted  first  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
i  local  rates  in  private  Bills  may  be  altered 
the  Lords." 

am  perfectly  dear  that  the  other  branch  of 
i  Legislature  has  no  power  to  interfere  with 
\  rating  clauses  inserted  in  this  Bill.  It  is 
the  House,  if  it  does  not  think  the  matter 
ficiently  serious  to  enforce  their  privileges, 
iraive  tnem  on  this  occasion.  It  is  optional 
ih  the  House.  But  in  my  opinion  we  should 
intain  oar  privileges. 
iLmendment  agreed  to. 

Hr.  LAKE. — It  appears  to  me  that  in  the 
jection  to  the  amendments  of  the  Council  in 
ition  16  two  distinct  questions  have  beeii 
ifosed.  What  was  intended  by  the  addition 
the  original  section  giving  powers  to  own 
d  work  a  ferry-boat,  which  was  made  in  this 
mse  at  my  suggestion,  was  that  Harbour 
aids,  and  local  bodies  working  as  Harbour 
isrds  under  the  Counties  Act,  should  have 
ver  to  own  and  work  either  ferry-boats  or 
ats  acting  as  floating  swing-bridges  over  es- 
uics  or  arms  of  the  harbour  where  a  perma- 
bt  bridge  might  either  interfere  with  navi- 
iUm.  or  be  beyond  the  means  of  the  bodies 
Deemed.  By  the  way  the  objections  are 
kted,  it  seems  that  tug-boats  are  supposed  to 
the  vessels  used  as  ferry-boats;  which, 
tile,  no  doubt,  applicable  to  the  case  of  the 
nR  tug-boat,  is  quite  out  of  the  scope  of  the 
iginal  proposal.    The  two  things  should  be 

Jt  quite  distinct. 
Ir.  LARNACH.  — I  think  the  honourable 
mleman  will  find  the  amendment  meets  his 
iW8  if  he  reads  it  in  conjunction  with  the 
uise  of  the  Bill  to  which  he  refers.     The 

Siislative  Council  agreed  to  have  these  words 
ed,  and  to  make  the  clause  exactly  in  the 
KGtion  he  wants  it,  as  I  understand  it. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
On  the  motion,  That  the  amendments  made 


by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Counties  Bill 
be  agreed  to, 

Sir  R.  STOUT  vTished  to  state  very  shortly 
what  the  amendments  were  that  had  been 
made  in  the  Counties  Bill.  Clause  6  was  not 
of  any  importance  :  it  was  simply  a  matter  of 
transposition.  Clause  19  had  a  new  sub- 
section about  calling  a  meeting  in  the  case  of 
a  county  that  had  not  brought  the  Act  into 
operation.  The  reason  of  that  was  that  a  Chair- 
man of  a  county  declined  to  call  a  meeting  to 
consider  whether  the  Act  should  be  brought 
into  operation.  This  compels  the  Clerk  of  the 
county  to  call  a  meeting;  and  if  he  did  not 
do  so  he  was  fined.  He  (Sir  R.  Stout)  did  not 
object  to  that.  The  alteration  in  clause  32 
was  of  little  importance,  the  amendment  being 
merely  technical.  The  next  alteration  was  in 
clause  36,  subsection  (3)  being  struck  out,  and 
**a  majority*'  being  substituted  for  "one- 
third  ;  "  the  condition  having  previously  been 
that  no  counter-petition  signed  by  one-third 
was  presented.  He  also  agreed  to  clause 
34,  to  tho  paragraph  inserted  after  clause  46, 
and  to  the  amendments  in  clauses  47,  53, 
74a,  67,  and  69.  Clause  86,  instead  of  allow- 
ing the  retiring  Chairman  to  be  Chairman  for 
the  election  of  the  new  Chairman,  provided 
that  the  Clerk  should  preside,  and  that,  if 
the  votes  were  equal,  the  election  should  be 
determined  by  lot.  He  did  not  propose  that  the 
House  should  object  to  that,  as  he  thought 
objection  should  only  be  taken  as  to  matters  of 
substance  or  importance.  Clause  83  was  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  what  was  the  intention  of  the 
House  as  to  Councillors  being  liable  to  penal- 
ties for  having  contracts  with  Corporations; 
and  clause  84  he  considered  only  carried  out 
what  the  House  affirmed  in  different  language. 
Clause  109  fixed  the  notice  to  be  given  of 
extraordinary  business  at  ten  days ;  and  to  that 
he  did  not  see  much  objection.  The  amend- 
ment in  clause  144  was  only  carrying  out  the 
wish  of  the  House ;  and  clause  147,  to  deduct 
from  the  general  rates  the  cost  of  collecting 
the  same,  seemed  fair.  He  objected  to  the 
alteration  in  clause  157,  that  the  special  rate 
should  not  exceed  ^.  in  the  pound.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  that  came  within  the  passage  read 
from  May  by  Mr.  Speaker  in  reference  to  the 
power  of  the  Council  to  interfere  with  rating 
clauses  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  examples  cited  showed  that  the  Lords  in 
England  had  no  power  to  do  what  the  Council 
had  done  here ;  and  he  proposed  to  object  to 
that  clause  on  the  ground  that  it  was  invading 
the  privileges  of  tho  House  of  Representatives. 
He  saw  no  objection  to  clauses  179, 181,  or  188. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  ten  rate* 
payers  was  too  small  a  number  to  insist  upon  a 
special  audit. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  considered  that  the  number 
was  not  too  small  to  ask  for  an  audit.  He 
did  not  intend  to  move  that  that  amendment 
be  disagreed  with,  but  it  would  be  open  to 
any  member  to  move  disagreement  with  any  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Council.  The  next 
amendment  was  of  importance.  Section  195 
provided  that  in  the  voting  for  a  loan  thero^ 
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most  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  of  the  late- 
pajers,  thus  taking  in  absentees  and  others.  He 
intended  to  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with  that 
amendment.  As  to  section  205,  he  did  not  see 
any  objection  to  lowering  the  late  of  interest 
from  7  to  G  per  cent.  He  thought  these  bodies 
ought  to  get  loans  now  at  6  per  cent.  Section 
289.  with  reference  to  agricultural  schools,  had 
been  struck  out.  He  would  ask  the  House  to 
insist  upon  the  retention  of  that  section.  In 
section  291  the  provision  about  public  libraries 
was  struck  out.  He  thought  the  House  should 
disagree  with  that  excision.  A  provision  as  to 
**  rifle-ranges "  hod  been  inserted,  and  appa- 
rently the  Council  thought  rifle-ranges  of  more 
importance  than  public  libraries.  He  begged 
to  move,  That  this  House  agrees  with  the 
amendments  made  in  the  Counties  Bill  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  save  those  in  sections  157, 
195,  289,  and  291,  which  amendments  it  dis- 
agrees with. 

Mr.  SKDDON  moved,  That  the  amendment 
made  in  Roction  185  be  disagreed  with.  The 
Council  altered  that  section  so  as  to  give  ten 
ratepayers  the  power  of  throwing  upon  the 
county  the  cost  of  a  special  audit. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  certain  that  clause  46,  as 
it  now  appeared  in  the  Bill,  would  never  work 
at  all ;  therefore  he  thought  this  clause  ought 
to  be  objected  to,  or  else  that  some  proviso 
should  bo  added. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  quite  agreed  that  this 
clause  would  not  work  at  all.  To  make  it  work 
at  all  the  boundaries  of  ridings  must  be  altered ; 
and  that  would  throw  the  whole  thing  into 
confusion.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  unless 
they  increased  the  number  of  members,  this 
plan  of  readjustment  would  not  work. 

Amendment  in  clause  46  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  in  subsection  (2) 
of  clause  47  the  words  **  three  months  "  had 
been  altered  to  ••one  month."  He  questioned 
whether  that  would  bo  in  all  cases  sufficient 
time  for  the  purpose  required.  He  moved,  That 
the  amendment  in  clause  47  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  McMillan  did  not  think  one  month 
was  sufficient  time  to  get  a  special  order. 

Amendment  in  clause  47  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  LAKE  moved,  That  the  amendments 
made  in  clause  181  be  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  SMITH  pointed  out  that  in  this  clause 
it  was  proposed  to  impose  a  penalty  on  the 
Chairman  if  the  a'ccounts  were  not  got  out 
within  a  certain  time,  when  probably  it  might 
be  impossible  to  get  the  work  done  in  that  time. 
The  accounts  up  to  the  31st  March  had  only 
just  been  audited.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  out  that  provision,  which  imposed  such  a 
penalty. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  an  amendment  in  the  preceding  clause, 
80  that  there  should  be  a  pensdty  on  the  Auditor 
if  ho  did  not  place  the  accounts  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chairman  by  the  31st  March;  otherwise 
the  Chairman  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  a 
penalty. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  his  experience  of  local 
bodies  was  that  the  moment  the  Town  Clerk 
called  upon  the  Auditor  the  Auditor  was  only 
Sir  R.  Stout 


too  glad  to  oome  down  mnd  take  his  tta 
guineas  for  spending  an  hour  and  a  hs& 
looking  into  the  accounts, 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  hononraUe  ged 
man  derived  his  information  from  the 
of  Sydenham.    It  was  very  difficult  soi 
to  get  the  Auditors  to  attend  at  the  jxopex 
in  the  case  of  counties.    On  the  West  ' 
the  Auditor  had  to  come  down  from  Hefa 
and  that  involved  considerable  time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  not  object  to  claa» 
being  included,  as  it  would  need  a  few  wcsii 
make  it  clear  that  the  penalty  would  only 
if  the  Chairman  had  receiyed   the  ace 
from  the  Auditor. 

Amendment  in  clause  181  disagreed  with. 

Amendment  in  clause  185-  disagreed  witk 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  called  attention  to 
298,  which  gave  liberty  to  County  Couselk 
pass  by-laws  enforcing  eradication  of  n£ixi8 
weeds,    and  imposing    penalties    fox  ne^ 
This  was  a  matter  which  had  been  very  fnliji 
bated  b^  the  House,  and  it  was  detezmiaed 
to  put  m  the  words  which   the  Council  r^ 
wards  inserted.    He  thought  they  might 
a  mischievous  effect  if  brought  into  opergtkaL 

Sir  R.  STOUT  pointed  out  that  this  c^i 
was  only  carrying  out  the  provisions  ol 
289. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that  clause  289  cdI^ 
provided  that  the  County  Council  oould  Kp^ 
the  funds  to  certain  purposes ;  but  ihiA  daidl 
empowered  them  to  impose  penalties  oa 
of  land,  which  might  ruin  a  district, 
moved^  That  tlie  amendment  in  cla^ose 
be  disagreed  with. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  pointed  out  again  t^i 
clause  was  only  carrying  out  clause  2S9.  1 
clause  provided  that  the  County  Coun^I  co^ 
devote  funds  to  this  purpose  until  the  by-ki 
was  passed,  and  clause  298  provided  for 
passing  of  the  by-law. 

Motion  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendEBO* 
in  clause  298  negatived, 

Mr.  LAKE  moved.  That  the  amendm^it  fl 
clause  318  be  disagreed  with.  The 
was  that,  although  the  County  Councils  had 
extension  of  time  till  the  30th  June  for 
in  their  accounts,  the  same  extension  was  giwK' 
to  Road  Boards,  who  would  hang  on  till  tksj 
last  day  before  sending  in  their  accoonb^,  si£ 
it  would  not  be  right  to  hold  the  Cosm 
Council  responsible  for  any  delay  that  mi^ 
take  place  through  that.  ^ 

Amendment  disagreed  with.  j 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appdats^ 
to  draw  up  reasons.  '] 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  move.  That  \ 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Co 
in  the  Municipal  Corporations  BiU,  save  in  s 
tions  135,  137,  182,  239,  and  407,  be  agreed! 
The  amendment  in  section  135  altered  the : 
clauses  by  reducing  the  maximum  of  rate ; 
after  what  had  been  laid  down  by  Mr.  Sp 
he  proposed  to  object  to  that  amendment,  1 
cause  it  was  an  invasion  of  the  privileges  c^  i 
House  of  Representatives^    Section.  IS3wiil 
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nrtance,  because  it  altered  the  mode  of  hot- 
Dg.  He  objected  to  that.  Section  289  was 
nse  mnch  fought  over.  It  was  moved  by 
honoarable  member  for  Caversham.  He 
b  object  to  the  amendment  in  it. 
r.  T.  THOl^rPSON  moved,  That  the  amend- 
to  made  in  olauae  219  be  disagreed  with, 
r  B.  STOUT  said  the  olq'ect  of  this  amend- 
b  was  to  give  poweK  to  Auckland  City  to  levy 
rate  rates  in  di£ferent  parts  of  the  town  for 
I  might  be  called  separate  works,  and  also, 
eessaxy,  to  levy  rates  under  the  Hospitals 
Charitable  Institutions  Act  and  th«  Public 
aties  Act.  He  did  not  know  that  that  was 
)tionable. 

r.  PEACOCK  did  not  think  any  objection 
td  be  taken  to  the  hospitals  and  charitable- 
»te,  or  the  libraries  rate,  but  objection  vras 
Q  to  the  words  "  separate  rates  or.*^  It  was 
mt  that,  if  2s.  in  the  pound  was  the  mazi- 
1  limit  of  rating  in  the  City  of  Auckland, 
would  give  power  in  some  parts  of  the 
Qgh  to  rate  to  an  additional  amount. 
r.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that  at  the  time 
Auckland  Additional  Loans  Act  was  passed 
e  would  have  been  very  strong  objection 
had  not  the  law  in  this  respect  been  what 
unow. 

Doendment  in  clause  219  disagreed  with. 
r.  GUINNESS  said  the  Town  Districts  Acts 
been  struck  out  of   the  list  of  repealed 
I. 

r.  LAKE  said  the  Town  Districts  Acts 
)  kept  in  force.  Town  districts  only  had 
effect  of  weakening  the  counties.  He  un- 
tood  the  Premier  objected  to  them. 
I.  J.  C,  BUCKLAND  moved.  That  clause 
be  omitted  from  the  clause  named  in  the 
ton.  He  objected  on  principle  to  small 
1  matters  being  dealt  with  in  general  Acts. 
present  law  served  every  purpose  in  that 
ect.  It  was  perfectly  fair  and  just  that 
re  two  local  bodies  could  not  agree  as  to 
r  respective  shares  in  maintaining  a  road 
reen  them  the  Resident  Magistrate  should 
ft  power  to  decide.  That  arrangement  com- 
ided  itself  to  the  common-sense  of  those 
I  understood  the  question. 
ir.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  this  was  known 
the  honourable  member  for  Gavcrsham's 
ise.  The  House  had  never  agreed  to  the 
rision  in  the  present  law  except  as  an 
mdment  made  by  the  Council.  Boundary- 
Is  had  been  made  and  kept  in  repair 
tie  that  provision  was  passed,  but  ever  since 
n  had  been  continual  irritation  about  it, 

there  was  a  feeling  that  a  very  serious 
tsiice  waa  caused  by  it.  Every  possible 
mpt  had  been  made  to  get  it  altered,  and 
House  had  altered  it ;  but  apparently  the 
Durable  member  for  Caversham  had  used 
lence  elsewhere  to  get  undone  what  the 
ae  had  done.  Ho  hoped  the  House  would 
lie  to  agree  to  the  amendment  in  that 
ise. 
[r.  BARRON  said  he  W6bs  astonished  that 

Premier  and  the  honourable  member  for 
ledin  West  should  have  ventured  to  make 

statement  that  clause  239  was  his  clause, 


in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  only  part  di  the 
clause  that  was  objected  to  had  been  inserted 
b^  these  honourable  gentlemen,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  City  Council  of  Dunedin.  Dunedin 
was  represented  in  that  House  by  four  mem- 
bers, certainly  not  the  least  influential,  and 
through  them  Dunedin  had  frequently  tried  to 

fet  rid  of  its  responsibilities  in  re^Eu^  to  roads. 
)unedin  persistently  refused  to  contribute  a 
shilling  towards  the  cost  of  boundary -roads 
until  compelled  to  pay  its  fair  share  under  the 
Public  Works  Act  bv  a  judgment  of  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate.  Clause  289,  as  amended,  was 
a  fair  and  just  provision,  directing  that,  where 
two  contiguous  local  bodies  could  not  agree 
as  to  their  shares  of  the  cost  of  maintaining 
a  boundary-road,  the  Magistrate  should  decide. 
Far  from  the  provision  having  been  introduced 
for  the  first  time  in  this  Bill  at  his  instance, 
all  but  the  last  four  lines  of  che  clause  which, 
as  an  unfair  addition,  the  Legislative  Council 
had  very  properly  struck  out,  was  in  realil^ 
copied  from  the  Public  Works  Act.  A  consoli- 
dating Act  should  embody  all  the  existing  law 
on  the  subject,  but  in  this  instance  the  House 
had  altered  the  present  law  most  unjustly. 
The  clause  was  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it 
had  been  passed  by  the  House  simply  owing 
to  Dunedin's  specially  powerful  representation 
in  the  House.  The  Council  had  taken  a  fair 
and  just  course  in  deciding  that  the  law  as  it 
now  stood  should  remain ;  for  the  clause  as  it 
passed  the  House  would  have  altered  the  law 
and  exempted  Dunedin  altogether  from  con- 
tributing to  the  maintenance  of  roads  between 
it  and  adjoining  boroughs. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  represented  a  large 
part  of  the  suburbs  of  Dunedin,  as  well  as  part 
of  the  city.  As  Dunedin  was  keeping  up  at  its 
own  cost  the  Town  Belt  as  a  common  recrea- 
tion-groTind  for  the  city  and  suburbs,  it  was 
very  hard  that  it  should  have  to  make  roads 
not  for  its  own  use  in  the  boroughs  beyond  the 
Town  Belt. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  figures  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  retained." 

Ates,  26. 


Ballance 

Kerr 

Smith 

Cadman 

Levestam 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Dargaville 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Duncan 

Menteath 

Sutter 

Fitzherbert 

Newman 

Taylor 

Guinness 

O'Conor 

Walker. 

Hatch 

Parata 

Tellers, 

Ivess 

Richardson,  E 

.  Hislop 

Joyce 

Seddon 
Nobs,  38. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Allwright 

Hamlin 

Mitchelson 

Atkinson 

Hirst,  H. 

l^Ioat 

Bruce 

Hobbs 

Montgomery 

Bryce 

Hursthouse 

Moss 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Peacock 

Buckland.W.F.  Lance 

Raid 

Cowan 

Tiamach 

Richardson,  G. 

Fulton 

Macarthur 

Rolleston 

Grace 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Ross 

Grey 

McMillan 
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Thompson,  T.    Tumbull  Tellers. 

Thomson,  J. W.  Wakefield  Barron 

Trimble  Whyte.  Buckland,  J.  C. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  in  clause  239  agreed  to. 

Bir.  PEACOCK  moved.  That  the  amendment 
made  by  striking  oat  clause  407  be  agreed  to. 
This  cUase  had  reference  to  making  it  optional 
for  Borough  Councils  to  devote  money  to  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  school-buildings. 
The  House  had  already  expressed  its  opinion 
against  this  option  being  given  to  local  bodies 
in  two  cases,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
clause  should  remain  in  this  Act  in  that  form. 

Mr.  TAYLOU  entirely  agreed  with  th6 
honourable  member  for  Newton  in  objecting  to 
the  cost  of  school-buildings  being  put  upon 
local  bodies  in  this  indirect  way. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  also  hoped  this  clause  would 
be  struck  out.  When  the  matter  came  before 
Committee,  as  the  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
House,  the  clause  was  retained  on  a  division  ; 
but  since  then  the  House  had  become  possessed 
of  further  facts  in  regard  to  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  place  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing school-buildings  upon  local  bodies,  and,  in 
the  case  of  one  of  the  local-government  Bills, 
and  aJso  in  the  Counties  Bill,  had  struck  out 
tJiat  provision,  the  county  members  having 
become  alarmed  at  what  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  do.  Having  helped  the  county  mem- 
beni  in  that  matter,  he  trusted  that  they  would 
have  the  generosity  to  vote  with  the  borough 
members  on  this  occasion.  The  rates  in  the 
boroughs  were  already  as  high  as  could  be 
borne,  and  there  would  be  no  chance  of  their 
being  decreased — in  fact,  they  must  be  increased 
— if  the  Government  were  going  to  throw  upon 
them  the  duty  of  making  provision  for  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  school-buildings. 
They  must  recollect  that  the  Treasurer  had 
said  that  what  was  optional  to-day  might  be- 
come mandatory  to-morrow ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  this  clause  were  passed,  the 
Government  would  try  to  throw  upon  the 
boroughs  a  portion  of  the  cost  in  connection 
with  school-buildings.  The  boroughs  were  not 
strong  enough  to  bear  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  clause  would  be  struck  out. 

ISIr.  SUTTER  hoped  that  the  Premier  would 
give  way.  The  House  had  twice  expressed  an 
adverse  opinion  to  this  proposal,  and  it  would 
be  only  consistent  if  this  clause  were  struck 
out.  If  the  Premier  wanted  to  throw  the  cost 
upon  the  local  bodies,  let  him  bring  down  an 
amendment  of  the  Education  Act,  and  do  it 
directly,  and  in  such  a  way  that  the  country 
and  the  members  would  know  what  was  being 
done.  The  Education  Act  was  the  proper 
place  for  this  proposal,  and  it  was  not  right  to 
put  it  into  this  Bill  in  an  insidious  way. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  accept  the 
motion  on  the  voices ;  but  he  might  point  out 
that  when  honourable  members  spoke  of  bring- 
ing down  amendments  to  the  Education  Act 
they  should  point  out  what  clause  of  the  Edu- 
cation Act  it  was  which  compelled  the  General 


Government  to  provide  for  schools  oat  of  k^j 
There  was  no  such  duty  cast  upon  the  Goioi^ 
ment  by  the  Act.  All  they  had  to  do  liali^ 
that  Act  WM  to  pay  the  Education  Boaidi  d 
much  fox  each  child  in  attendance  ia  m 
schoohi.  He  might  add  that  he  had  beea  ko^ 
ing  into  the  ezpaiditQxe  on  school-boiMiBpai 
other  colonies,  and  he  found  that,  eamxaai 
population  and  wealth.  New  Zealsnd  «i 
spending  more  in  this  direction  than  any  odff 
colony. 

Amendments  agreed  with. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  moved.  That  the  taai- 
ments  in  section  244  be  disagreed  vith:  i>- 
cause  he  thought  that  the  Legislative  Gonad 
had  gone  further  than  they  ought  to  haTegom 
Hitherto,  where  the  levels  of  a  street  W  ast 
been  permanently  fixed,  and  the  local  bojf 
thought  it  desirable  to  alter  the  level,  tbff 
could  do  so  without  paying  compmsatioa.  % 
was  now  provided,  '•  Where  the  level  of  taf 
street  has  been  in  any  manner  fixed  nsdertfai 
Act  or  under  any  Act  or  ordinance  hentoicft 
in  force,  or  any  street  has  been  constrocted  1^ 
any  authority  having  the  power  to  do  so.  sset 
level  BO  fixed,  or  the  level  of  the  stre^  sc  ea> 
structed,  shall  not  be  altered,"  except  capi^ 
ment  of  compensation.  He  thought  tbt  «■>• 
likely  to  lead  to  great  trouble.  It  was  tiiemri 
'*  constructed "  that  he  objected  to,  becsm 
there  might  be  immense  difference  of  o^toat 
as  to  the  meaning  of  that  word.  A  Gorp^tfiA 
might  possibly  be  held  to  have  '*  constncte^' 
if  they  recognized  the  level  in  any  wst,  soc^ 
for  instance,  as  by  putting  gravel  upoa  s  stm& 
If  they  formed  a  street  or  paths,  or  pntgra^ 
upon  them,  it  might  be  said  that  thej  bd 
'*  constructed  "  that  street  or  path,  ud  t]K» 
after  the  level  of  the  street  cooM  sat  ^ 
altered  without  compensation  bemg  psi^l-  1> 
that  way  the  clause  would  operate  veir  &- 
advantageously  to  Corporations.  In  tlie  a4 
stages  of  the  history  of  towns  the  lerdsvflt 
often  more  or  less  irregular,  and  they  woe  kft 
so  because  the  funds  of  the  Corpontion"^ 
spent  with  greater  advantage  upon  the  sti9* 
which  were  most  used  by  the  populfttiofi;  W 
these  streets  having  irregular  levels  were  sci»- 
times  improved  to  a  certain  extent,  and  ^ 
when  permanent  improvements  csme  to  bi 
made,  the  levels  were  permanently  fixe«i-  ^ 
if  this  clause  were  passed,  then,  ii  anyou*? 
were  expended  in  the  making  of  tempcniT''^ 
provcments,  levels  could  not  be  fixed  tS^ 
wards  without  the  payment  of  compesstf* 
This  was  a  case  in  which  the  many  ootf  ■ 
benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  few.  Iti^ 
pcared  to  him  that  if  the  word  "  constrnrtioa 
were  struck  out  there  could  be  no  objecti«* 
the  clause,  but  that  otherwise  it  wonldlw^ 
great  trouble  and  expense,  and  perhaps  B#| 
tion. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  hoped  that  the  olpeca* 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  to  thisehal 
would  lead  to  its  being  amended  as  he  " 
sired.  He  knew  of  tases  where  levels badbij 
fixed  for  partioulu  streets,  and  the  lew" 
which  the  streets  were  constrocted,  »■ 
owing  to  the  obstinacy  or  the  want  of  la^ 
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ledge  of  residents,  wcro  higher  than  the  fixed 
level;  and  this  clause  as  hero  printed  would 
prevent  the  level  being  afterwards  altered. 
SirR.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  so.  For  instance, 
in  the  City  of  Auckland  a  level  had  been 
fixed ;  but,  owing  to  a  common  mistake  by  the 
ratepayers,  because  they  ignored  the  fact  that 
the  vertical  section  was  on  a  larger  scale 
than  the  horizontal,  they  thought  that  the 
cutting  was  greater  than  it  really  was,  and 
they  objected  to  its  being  cut  down,  and  the 
street  was  constructed  at  a  higher  level.  If 
it  were  now  desired  to  cut  the  street  down 
lower,  the  Corporation  would  bo  liable  to  pay 
compejiaation  for  alteration  of  the  level. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  include  this  clause.  He  would  give 
a  case  that  actually  occurred.  In  one  case 
the  street  was  fully  formed,  the  kerbing  and 
channelling  was  done  and  actually  charged 
against  the  owners  of  property  ;  and  then  the 
Corporation  wished  to  lower  the  level  on  the 
plea  that  there  had  been  no  map  deposited. 
The  result  was  that  one  man  was  utterly 
ruined.  He  thought  that  was  very  unfair.  If 
a  Corporation  kerbcd  and  channelled  a  street 
and  charged  the  owners  of  property  for  that, 
and  then  wanted  to  lower  the  street  and  foot- 
path, they  ought  to  pay  the  persons  who  would 
be  injured  by  the  alteration.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Council  in  this  clause 
vould  be  accepted.  He  did  not  think  the 
clause  would  work  as  the  honourable  member 
imagined. 

Motion  to  include  clause  244  negatived. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  STOUT,  the  First 
Schedule  was  added  to  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Macarthur,  Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart,  Mr. 
Seddon,  and  Sir  R.  Stout,  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  disagreement. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Representation  Bill  I  wish  to 
state  that,  though  this  Bill  may  be  said  to  con- 
tain some  new  principles,  yet  I  think  the  main 
principle  of  the  Bill — namely,  the  principle  of 
fixing  the  representation  automatically,  with- 
out leaving  it  open  to  the  House  to  discuss  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill — has  often  been  affirmed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  So  far  back 
as  the  year  1858  there  was  a  Bill  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  which  provided  that 
the  Governor  was  to  divide  the  colony  into 
electoral  districts,  and  to  himself — of  course, 
that  left  it  to  the  Ministry  of  the  day  —  ap- 
portion representation  practically  on  the  basis 
of  population.  The  same  principle  was  con- 
tained in  a  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  by 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  in  1877, 1  think  ;  and 
in  1879  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  then 
Premier,  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East,  affirming  again  the  same  principle.  The 
Bill  was  called  the  Representation  Bill  of  1879, 
and  it  provided  that  there  was  to  be  a  "  Repre- 
flentation  Board,"  as  it  was  called,  consisting  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor- General ;  and  this  Board 
was  to  proceed  to  apportion  the  representation. 
I  myself  had  something  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  that  Bill,  though  I  was  not  in  the  Houso 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced ;  but  there  were 
some  provisions  in  it  which  I  did  not  consent  to. 
I  will  only  point  out  that,  so  far  as  appointing 
a  Board  to  deal  with  the  representation  of  the 
colony  is  concerned,  that  question  has  been 
affirmed,  practically,  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives— once  in  1858,  and  approved  of,  I 
think,  by  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  this 
House  in  1877,  and  again  in  1879.  I  think  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  that  Bill  of  1879  did  not 
become  law,  at  any  rate,  in  an  altered  form.  If 
it  had  become  law  the  Representation  Act 
which  was  passed  afterwards,  and  which  led,  as 
we  know,  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion  and 
a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling,  would  have  been 
avoided,  for  a  Bill  could  have  been  prepared  to 
enable  this  matter  to  be  settled  outside  this 
House.  Now,  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  the 
main  provisions  in  it,  or  rather  the  main  prin- 
ciples of  it,  I  should  say,  are  two :  first,  that 
representation  is  to  be  based  on  population ; 
and,  second,  that  the  preparation  of  what  may 
be  termed  the  schedule  of  the  Representation 
Bill,  or  rather  the  allocation  of  the  districts,, 
is  to  be  settled  by  an  independent  Board,  and 
outside  the  limits  of  this  House.  These  are- 
the  two  main  principles  in  the  Bill.  There, 
are  other  provisions  in  the  Bill  to  which  I  will 
shortly  refer ;  but  I  ask  the  House  to  look  upon 
these  two  principles  as  the  main  principles  of 
the  Bill.  Now  I  shall  say  one  or  two  words 
about  these  principles.  First,  with  reference 
to  population,  I  believe,  after  all,  that  you  can 
get  no  other  basis  for  representation  than  popu- 
lation. You  may  search,  if  you  please,  for  an 
area  basis,  or  you  may  search  for  a  rateable- 
value  basis ;  but  you  will  have  to  come  back  to 
this:  that,  after  all,  population  must  be  the 
test,  and  however  you  deal  with  the  matter 
you  must  deal  with  it  on  a  population  basis ; 
and  I  would  ask  those  honourable  membera 
coming  from  districts  that  may,  this  year,  be 
afiected  by  the  census — I  mean,  by  the  change 
of  representation  through  the  census  recently 
taken — to  look  at  this  from  a  broad  and  states- 
manlike point  of  view :  not  to  look  at  what  loss 
their  districts  may  suffer  on  this  occasion,  but  to 
affirm  a  principle  that  will  be  a  guiding  prin- 
ciple on  all  futuro  occasions  in  dealing  with 
the  representation  of  the  people.  Now,  we 
have  put  in  here  one  new  provision,  following 
the  Constitution  Act,  which  may  be  said  to 
conflict  somewhat  with  the  population  basis, 
and  that  is,  that  the  Commissioners  may  take 
into  consideration  the  proportion  which  tlia 
number  of  male  inhabitants,  other  than  Maoris^ 
above  the  age  of  twenty -one  years  bears 
to  the  entire  population  other  than  Maoris. 
That  was  put  in,  though  I  do  not  wish  it  to 
apply  beyond  the  limit  I  have  laid  down  here 
— to  one  thousand  if  a  borough  or  city,  and 
five  hundred  in  any  other  case.  There  is  the 
further  question  of  the  number  of  those  who 
might  be  on  the  electoral  roll,  and  I  havd 
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thought  that  that  would  come  still  within  the 
fivo-hundred  limit,  and  I  think  that  would  be 
quite  fair.  Bo  much  about  tho  question  of 
population.  Next  comes  the  question  as  to 
now  this  matter  is  to  be  settled.  I  think  it 
would  be  best  settled  by  a  Board.  I  do  not 
believe,  if  we  left  it  to  this  Hou.so  to  wrangle 
over,  that  it  would  bo  any  credit  to  us  as  a 
representative  Assembly,  a]id  I  feel  sure  that, 
in  the  end,  in  the  wrangle  personal  feelings  and 
political  prejudices  would  be  so  roused  that  it 
would  be  doubtful  whether  we  should  get  a  fair 
Bill  at  all.  I  hoix),  therefore,  tho  House  will 
assent  to  the  principle  of  having  a  Board  to 
deal  with  this  matter.  It  is  not  a  new  thing, 
and  the  House  has  virtually  assented  to  such  a 
priuci])lc  this  sci-sion.  I  need  not  allude  to 
other  countries,  but  I  could  point  to  various 
countries — civilized  countries — which  have  re- 
legated this  question  to  a  Board.  As  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Board,  of  course  there  may 
be  differcncefi  of  opinion  ;  but  I  have  chosen  a 
Board  which,  I  think,  would  be  fair,  and  which 
would  certainly  be  unbiassed— namely, — 

•*  The  Controller  and  Auditor-General  and  the 
Surveyor-General  shall  be  two  ofticial  members, 
and  the  remaining  three  shall  be  such  persons, 
not  being  members  of  the  Civil  Service,  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  from  time  to 
time  nominate,  who  shall  bo  tho  unoflSciaJ 
members  of  the  Commission." 

If  the  Bill  is  passed,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
nominate  men  who,  I  think,  will  be  acceptable 
to  this  House,  ard  who  have  not  such  strong 
political  feelin;,'s  as  would  give  them  an  uncon- 
scious bias  in  dealing  with  this  matter.  How- 
ever, the  question  of  a  ]>oard  I  leave  to  the 
House,  as  rather  an  open  question.  I  do  not 
wish  to  force  my  views  on  tliat  point,  if  the 
House  assentF  to  tlie  principle. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  :MACKENZ1E.— What  is  the 
object  of  the  remainder  of  that  clause  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— ♦*  No  member  of  the  Com- 
mission shall,  within  threo  years  after  he 
ceases  to  be  such  member,  be  capable  of  being 
appointed  or  elected  a  member  of  cither  House 
of  tho  General  Asscml)ly."  I  really  only  in- 
tended it  to  apply  to  tho  unoflicial  members, 
and  not  to  apply  to  the  Auditor-General  and 
the  Surveyor-Cicneral.  I  do  not  think  the  three 
unofticial  members  should  come  into  Parlia- 
ment within  three  years,  nor  should  they  have 
any  chance  of  making  a  district  to  suit  them- 
selves. I  think  they  should  be  removed  fiom 
that  temptation. 

An  Hon.  ;MK>fBER. — As  to  tho  Upper  House? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  there  should  be  that 
provision  also,  so  that  they  could  not  be  put 
mto  the  Upper  House  as  a  sort  of  reward. 
That  is  tho  reason  that  I  put  that  clause  in. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
exempt  tho  Auditor-General  and  the  Surveyor- 
General  from  the  operation  of  that  clause.  I 
do  not  say  that  the  members  appointed  by 
the  House  would  be  biassed ;  but  thero  is 
such  a  thing  as  being  unconsciously  biassed, 
and  there  is  such  a  thing  as  people  saying 
men  are  biassed  ;  and  I  think  it  better  not 
to  leave  these  members  of  the  Board  open 
Sir  R,  Stout 


to  that.  Some  honourable  members,  I  kooi, 
think  there  should  be  the  present  one-memhr 
constituency.  I  have  never  agreed  to  thAL  I 
think  that  is  a  mistake,  from  two  poinb  if 
view.  It  may  not  be  such  a  mistake  in  lai^ 
cities,  such  as  London,  Liverpool,  md  dbir 
places.  One  of  the  great  dangers  d  ob 
politics  in  New  Zealand  is  that  you  hare  too 
local  a  feeling,  and  you  have  memb^s  otssiBi 
up  to  this  House  who  represent  a  distdcs  or 
part  of  a  district,  or  a  small  borough  or  put  of 
a  borough,  and  they  do  not  take  soch  wk 
views  of  political  questions  as  I  think  tii^ 
should  take :  in  fact,  localism  in  our  politss 
has,  I  think,  done  a  great  injury  to  us.  I 
think  that  country  districts  might  evm  be 
grouped  to  have  even  two  or  three  memben.  1 
think  that  would  give  a  better  tone  (o  tJ^i 
House,  and  it  would  get  rid  of  a  great  deal  of 
localism  which  we  have  in  the  House.  I  ccsr 
foss,  at  once,  there  is  something  to  be  aid 
on  the  other  side — namely,  as  to  the  dftc^ 
of  leaving  the  minority  unrepresented.  Tfaae 
is  always  that  danger  ;  but  the  remedy  thai  w 
ought  to  adopt  is  some  system  such  u  tb 
proportional-representation  scheme  which  htf 
been  adopted  and  advocated  at  Home,  sooefl 
than  have  these  single-member  constituencies, 
because  they  really  do  not  give  a  minority  tsj 
chance  whatever.  A  minority  has  less  ch»w« 
in  a  city  split  up  into  thirds  and  fourths thia 
if  these  electorates  were  united.  I  do  D£S 
know  that  there  is  anything  further  that  I  oa 
say  about  this  Bill.  If  the  House  is  in  caifisfi 
in  passing  it  this  session,  it  can  easily  be  g« 
through,  if  lionourable  members  do  not  ulk 
much  on  it.  Of  course,  if  wo  go  into  ft  lecgtbr 
debate  the  House  must  see  that  it  is  impossB'' 
to  get  it  through.  I  ask  the  House,  with  as 
little  debate  as  possible,  to  affirm  the  jffine^fJ 
of  this  Bill  by  passing  the  second  retdii^ 
Then  we  shall  go  into  Committee,  I  hope;  am 
then  the  short  Bill  can  be  passed  ftitlJea* 
much  trouble.  Some  honourable  meml'S' 
have  said,  "  If  you  get  this  Bill  we  shall  hi^* 
dissolution,  and  no  meeting  of  Parliament i^ 
year."  I  give  my  pledge  that  we  propose  to 
call  Parliament  together  early  next  year;  ^ 
early;  earlier  than  usual;  as  soon  fts^ec*^ 
get  the  finances  ready  for  the  House— so  tbi 
there  need  bo  no  uneasiness  on  that  Y^ 
Of  course  I  do  not  know  what  the  Go«n5* 
may  do ;  but  I  can  say  what  I  have  saidi^^ 
gards  tho  intention  of  the  Government  1"^ 
not  feel  myself  strong  enough  to  speak  fnrtbfi 
on  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  House  wills- 
cuse  me. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  As  to  the  number  o 
members  ?  , 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  have  left  that  bUf 
^lembers  will  believe  that,  as  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment is  concerned,  we  are  not  unaniDWS* 
on  that  point.  I  .^^ay  so  frankly.  Thememb"* 
of  the  Legislative  Expenditure  Conmiitteev«» 
in  favour  of  reducing  tho  niunber  of  member 
Personally,  I  am  in  favour  of  the  number bajBC 
slightly  reduced.  If  that  is  done  some  ds- 
tricts  which  formerly  had  representation  wl 
bo  crushed  out.     There  is  a  difficulty  about 
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that.  I  feel  that  anything  vrhioh  would  tend 
to  lower  the  eneigies  of  the  people  in  any  dis- 
trict would  really  be  an  injury,  and  I  do  not 
Jmow  that  it  would  be  wise  to  have  the  number 
of  members  reduced.  However,  I  have  left 
that  open  to  the  House,  and  I  would  ask  the 
Hoose  to  discuss  that  in  Committee,  and  treat 
it  as  a  Committee  question. 

An  Hon.  Member. — As  to  the  proportion  of 
town  and  country  representation  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Taking  six  thousand  as  a 
quota,  a  country  constituency  could  'have  five 
tboQsand  five  hundred,  and  a  town  district 
might  have  seven  thousand.  I  think  the  pro- 
vision in  this  respect  is  fair.  As  to  this  quota, 
it  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  it  ought  to 
Tary  as  the  population  of  the  colony  varies. 
Posiaibly  that  is  a  matter  which  might  be  so 
varied. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  Bill,  and  I  sheJl  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Premier  and  be  very  short  in  the 
remarks  I  make,  because  I  think  it  must  be 
evident  to  the  House  that  the  Premier  really 
means  to  carry  this  Bill  through  this  session ; 
and  I,  for  one,  thank  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  congratulate  him  upon  his  determination. 
Por  reasons  that  I  will  not  go  into  now,  be- 
cause the  Premier  has  determined  to  take  that 
course,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  this 
matter  on  the  House  ;  but  I  do  wish  to  express 
my  great  satisfaction  at  his  determination  on 
this  question.    The  honourable  gentleman  says 
there  are  two  leading  principles  in  this  Bill — 
the  population  basis  and  the  Board — that  is  to 
say,  that  representation  is  to  be  upon  popula- 
tion, and  the  districts  are  to  be  determined  by 
an  impartial  Board.      To   those  principles  I 
give  my  support.    I  think  we  have  practically 
settled  the  question  of  population  by  former 
legislation  on  the  subject,  and  I  see  a  great 
dif&culty  in  devising  any  other  means.     Most 
•of  us  who  have  thought  over  this  subject  have, 
I  expect,  gone  through  all  stages.    We  have 
thought  that  something  else  was  wanted  in 
representation.     I,  at  any  rate,  have  come, 
after  many  years'  consideration,  to  the  con- 
clusion that  population  is  the  only  basis  on 
which  we  can  go ;  but  I  do  not  agree  to  any 
modification  as  to  the  adult  males,  because,  to 
my  mind,  that  is  going  entirely  in  the  wrong 
direction.     I  think  that  women  have  an  equskl 
right  to  vote  with  men ;  but  we  have  not  ar- 
rievd  at  that.    I  do  not  wish  to  recognize  that 
male  adults  are  to  have  extra  representation  in 
this  House  over  women  and  children,  who  are 
more  fairly  represented  if  we  go  on  the  basis 
of   population.      Then,  with  regard  to  town 
representation.     I  should  have  liked  to   see 
a  difterence  in  the  numbers  required  for  town 
electorates,  not  because  I  think  the  country 
people  are  any  better  than  the  town  people, 
but  because  I  want  to  get  real  representa- 
tion of  the  people.     Peoplo  living  in  towns 
can  get  their  views  put  much  more  strongly 
before  the  Liegislature  than  the  country  people 
can — their  power  of   organizing    is  so  great, 
the  Press  so  clearly  expresses  their  views  in  the 
first  instance,  and  undoubtedly  they  can  im- 


press their  views  more  on  the  Legislature  than 
the  country  x>eople  can.  It  is  not  because  I 
think  the  coimtry  man  is  superior  to  the  town 
man,  but  because  I  wish  to  have  the  country 
man  equally  represented  with  the  town  man, 
that  I  think  there  should  be  a  difierence  in 
the  representation  in  favour  of  the  country  dis- 
tricts. Then,  with  regard  to  the  margin  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes.  This,  of 
course,  is  a  matter  of  detail  to  some  extent ; 
but  I  think  that  the  margin  is  not  sufficient. 
There  will  be  practically  great  difficulty  in  the 
country  districts,  because  we  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  population  except  by  Boad 
Board  districts  or  ridings,  and  therefore  in 
every  case  a  whole  Boad  Board  district  or  a 
whole  riding  must  be  put  in  or  out  of  any 
electoral  district.  I  thmk  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  allow  greater  margin 
there  will  be  a  practical  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  this  matter.  There  is  another  question 
which  arises:  Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man propose  to  return  to  the  five  years'  Parlia- 
ment instead  of  the  three  years'  Parliament  ? 
I  confess  that,  to  my  mind,  three  years  has 
proved  too  short  to  be  satisfactory ;  but  it  may 
be  that,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  there 
will  be  a  conflict  between  the  time  at  which 
Parliament  expires  and  that  at  which  the  cen- 
sus is  taken.  But  I  will  not  argue  that  point 
now,  as  it  is  one  we  can  deal  with  in  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Board,  I  should  like  to  see  only  the  two  gentle- 
men named  in  the  Bill  forming  the  Board.  I 
do  not  think  wo  want  any  one  outside  them. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  that  they  should  act,  but  I  should 
think  that  it  would  be  somewhat  in  this  way  : 
that  they  shodld  determine  here  in  Wellington, 
after  consideration,  what  the  electorates  are  to 
be ;  that  they  should  then  publish  them,  and 
invite  objections  from  the  various  districts,  a£, 
I  believe,  the  Boundary  Commissioners  do  at 
Home ;  then,  if  there  is  any  difference  and  it 
cannot  be  arranged  by  correspondence,  that  a 
Court  should  be  held  in  the  district,  to  see  how 
the  proposal  will  operate.  I  should  like  tho 
Commissioners  to  go  round  the  colony  altoge- 
ther ;  but,  probably,  from  tho  knowledge  which 
the  Surveyor-General  has,  they  will  be  able 
to  determine  a  large  number  of  the  electorates 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  electors  themselves 
without  leaving  Wellington.  There  are,  how- 
ever, so  many  matters  that  afiect  -electors 
locally  that  I  think  we  shall  have  to  give  power 
to  electorates  to  object  to  the  Board's  decisions, 
ajid  provide  that  the  Commissioners  shall  visit 
them  if  necessary.  Then  probably  another  per- 
son will  be  needed  to  sit  with  the  Commissioners, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  best  man  would 
be  either  the  Resident  Magistrate  or  the  District 
Judge  of  the  district ;  and  these  three  should 
determine,  without  the  appointment  of  anybody 
else.  Then,  there  is  the  question  of  the  amal- 
gamation of  electorates.  I  agree,  myself,  with 
the  Premier  that  it  is  decidedly  desirable  to 
have  electorates  on  more  than  one  principle. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  character  of  all  electo- 
rates should  be  changed ;  but  I  confess  that» 


570 


Beprcseniaiion  Bill, 


[HOUSE.]       Representation  Bm.      [Aug.* 


although  I  was  a  party  to  the  present  Act,  I  am 
not  Bativflod  with  the  working  of  it.  There  is, 
no  doubt,  a  ^roat  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sidea ; 
but  1  Hlioulil  like  to  see  a  variety  in  oar  elec- 
torates. I  d3  not  think  we  are  bound  to  have 
all  single  oK'otorates  or  all  double  electorates ; 
but  1  fear  if  we  ro  iuto  that  question  this  ses- 
sion we  Hliall  have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty.  I 
should  ahiiost  like  to  sugc^est  to  the  Premier 
that,  as  it  is  not  proposed  tliat  we  should 
disv.ilve  until  after  next  st-^sion,  we  might 
pass  a  liill  dialing  with  tlu'  city  electorates  in 
that  sessK/n.  We  shall  have  the  whole  of  the 
macliinery  ready  in  case  of  an  election,  and  it 
will  be  quite  easy  to  pa^s  a  short  Hill  dealing 
witli  the  city  electorates  next  session  sepa- 
ratt  ly.  I  merely  wish  to  throw  that  out  as  a 
HUi!«estion  to  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he 
likes  to  take  it.  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
Will  give  the  honourable  gentleman  all  my 
a»«si.>taucc  to  have  it  pa.ssed  into  law  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.  —  I  desire  to  cxprcs.s  my 
pleavuie  at  the  I'remier  bringing  this  measure 
forward,  and,  altliouKh  1  should  have  preferred 
it  to  have  been  brought  in  at  an  earlier  ]ioriod  of 
th<'  sr^si«>n,  I  hope  we  shall  get  it  through.  I 
look  upon  the  principle  of  this  Bill — that  is, 
the  niucliinerv  for  adjusting  the  electorates  by 
means  of  a  Board  free  from  all  })olitical  bias — 
as  goo.l,  and  as  deserving  of  a  fair  trial.  As  to 
t!ie  cju<  >tion  of  the  number  of  members,  per- 
Bonally  I  should  he  willing  to  see  them  re- 
duced to  a  limited  extent.  It  must,  however, 
be  borne  in  mind  that,  so  far  as  the  present 
number  of  members  being  too  large  is  an  evil, 
it  is  one  that  will  remedy  itself  as  population 
incnast  h  ;  and,  if  we  do  not  see  our  way  to 
make  an  alteration  in  this  respect  now,  we  can 
always  look  f(  rward  to  the  time  when  the 
colony,  if  there  is  no  further  addition  to  the 
numbi-r  of  members,  will  attain  such  a  popula- 
tion that  the  present  number  of  members  will 
be  a  fair  one.  With  regard  to  the  statement 
of  the  Tremier  that  one  of  the  main  principles 
of  the  Bill  is  that  representation  shall  be  on  the 
basis  of  population,  I  myself  think  that  that 
is  a  very  fair  way  of  putting  it  at  the  present 
time,  although  wo  can  well  understand  that, 
with  a  certain  increase  of  population,  such 
a  system  may  require  some  modification. 
Honourable  members  will  hear  in  mind  that, 
if  population  were  the  basis  in  England,  where 
the  population  of  London  alone  exceeds  the 
whole  of  the  population  of  Scotland,  the 
members  for  London  would  really  swamp  the 
whole  of  the  representation  of  tliat  country, 
and  nearly  equal  the  number  for  Ireland. 
I  think,  however,  that  in  the  meantime  there 
is  no  urgent  necessity  for  us  to  take  into 
consideration  the  aggregation  of  population  in 
the  towns  with  a  view  to  an  adjustment  or 
alteration  in  the  population  basis.  I  shall 
therefore  agree  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill. 
I  think,  h(;\vever,  tlie  Premier  makes  a  mis- 
take in  introducing  the  question  of  tho  amal- 
gamation of  the  city  electorates.  I  hold  a  very 
decided  opinion  on  that  subject,  and  many  of 
Major  Atkinson 
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those  who  live  in  the  district  I  icfrocuifaH- 
the  same  view.  I  believe  that  the  smii^ 
tion  of  the  city  electorates  would  be  i 
grade  step.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  snch  v« 
tho  case,  elections  would  fall  into  the 
of  organized  cliques,  and  those  cliques  wodH 
dominate  elections  to  a  mach  greater  fita^ 
than  they  do  at  present.  The  expeosei 
elections  would  be  much  greater  if  thisiiBil> 
gamation  were  to  be  effected,  and  it  woaU  al- 
be  right  to  pass  what  purports  to  be  i  Hboi 
measure  which  would  increase  the  expoaes  oT; 
persons  endeavouring  to  obtain  seats  is  ths' 
House.  Bat  there  is  another  reason  vbj I oW 
ject  to  amalgamation  of  electorates,  and  it  is  fr 
more  important  one.  It  is,  that  it  woald  iol 
still  further  to  prevent  the  representatiia it 
this  House  of  large  minorities  of  the  coonin' 
nity.  I  think  that  our  present  system  iiiir 
from  perfect,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  gc  ii 
for  a  radical  change  in  the  whole  system  rf 
representation  ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  eridttl, 
from  cases  which  I  will  put  before  the  Hcoe, 
that  the  amalgamation  of  electorates  vill  st9 
further  operate  injuriously  in  preventing  mi- 
norities having  any  fair  representation.  Ls; 
us  suppose  the  case  of  a  city  having  foor  elec- 
torates —  which  is  the  maximum  under  tbi* 
Bill— and  let  us  take  it  for  granted  that  ito 
are  two  clas.se3  who  have  decided  bat  mtipo- 
nistic  opinions  on  prominent  points  of  poUif 
policy,  and  that  in  one  of  these  foiu  districti  i 
certain  class  have  a  majority  of  two  hnndiWf 
but  in  each  of  the  other  three  district  we  aa 
imagine  that  they  would  be  in  a  minority  ci 
seventy— that  would  be  two  hundred  andtaJ 
in  all ;"  so  that  in  these  four  districts,  ii  mul- 
gamated,  the  two  hundred  which  in  one  dfr 
trict  would  have  given  it  one  member,  waf 
be  entirely  swamped,  and  thus  the  pw^-^ 
liolding  these  views  would  be  precluded  from 
having  any  representation  whatever.  I  >b 
not  ignorant  of  the  fact,  and  am  quite  m3j? 
to  admit,  that  there  are  circumstanca  a 
whieh  tho  electoral  system  at  present  in  JJ» 
would  act  prejudicially  to  majorities;  buttM^ 
is  only  in  cases  where  people  holding  stion? 
opinions  on  prominent  questions  of  public pJ-JfJ 
are  concentrated,  as  it  were,  in  certsin  ofi- 
tricts.  In  that  case  there  might  be  a  '^^ 
large  majority  of  voters  in  favour  of  some <^* 
ion  ;  but  these  superfluous  votes  would  l)e^°* 
capable  of  being  used  in  the  other  distoct^ 
and  in  that  way  small  majorities  of  a  cono^T 
opinion  in  these  districts,  although  a  minoR^ 
of  the  whole,  might  get  one  or  two  addiB<^ 
seats.  But,  while  tho  latter  case  is  a  po®''^ 
evil  in  tho  single-electorate  system,  it doesR 
a})ply  to  the  case  of  this  colony,  loiW^ 
are  so  mixed  up  in  colonies,  and  decided  opp- 
ions  on  particular  points  are  so  evenly  ^ 
tributed,  that  such  a  caj5c  would  not  '"^'JJi 
tho  case  to  which  I  have  previously  cal-w 
attention  would  be  more  likely  to  a^^- 
There  is  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  leadingenis 
of  the  single-electorate  sj-stem — bat  whicht*^ 
I  will  show,  need  not  affect  us  at  presenHj 
tho  system  which  in  some  cases  .*'*s  c**"^ 
out,  of  political  parties  so  arranging  distao* 
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as  to  fit  in  with  their  own  views,  and  to  pro- 
Tent  the  majority  in  the  community  from  exer- 
dsiiig  its  full  power  in  returning   members. 
As  honourable  members  are  aware,  that  was 
the  case  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  when 
Governor  Gerry,    in   the    early   part   of    the 
oentuiy,  made   such  a  division   of    electoral 
districts  that  the  minority  entirely  swamped 
the  majority  of  voters.    Such  an  objection  as 
that  would  apply  to  all  electorates  as  well  as 
to  town  electorates,  and  I  do  not  think  we  are 
in  much  danger  of  the  operation  of  such  a 
power  in  this  colony;  but,  if  there  had  been 
such  daoger,  I  submit  that  the  Bill  now  before 
OS  will  do  away  with  it.    I  refer  to  the  fact 
of  there  being  a  non-political  Board  to  whom 
is  intrusted  &e  duty  of  making  the  electoral 
diviflions,  instead  of  that  being  done  by  the 
reigning  political  power.     I  should  not  at  all 
object  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  city  electo- 
rates if  we  had  some  arrangement  whereby  the 
minority  would  not  be  still  further  placed  at 
a  disadvantage.    If  we  had  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  what  is  known  as  "  a  three-cornered 
constituency,"  whereby,  in  case  of  there  being 
three  members,  only  two  votes  are  given,  or,  if 
four  members,  only  three  votes,  I  think  that 
might  modify  the  evil.    Or  I  should  like  it  still 
better — and  we  shall  have  to  come  to  that  yet 
—if  we  had  an  arrangement  of  proportionate 
representation  on  a  modification  of  the  Hare 
system,  wherein  there  should  be  a  single  vote 
for  one    candidate,    but    in  which   also    the 
Toter  could  set  down  in  order  of  preference  a 
list  of  those  to  whom  he  would  next  give  his 
vote.     Under  such  a  system  as  that,  where 
there  would  be  an  electoral  quota,  on  attaining 
which  the  candidate  would  be  elected,  and  the 
surplus  votes  would  be  given  to  the  other  can- 
didates in  the  order  of  preference,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  amalgamation  of  the 
city  electorates,  or  of  country  electorates  either, 
into   reasonable  -  sized  districts.     I  will  not 
occupy  more  time.    I  feel  thoroughly  sure  our 
present  system  is  not  one  which  ought  to  re- 
main.   I  believe  a  radical  change  is  necessary. 
For  we  can  understand  that  a  very  narrow  ma- 
jority may  send  members  to  this  House,  and 
that  a  very  narrow  majority  frequently  decides 
matters  in  the  House,  and  we  must  see  that  a 
little  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  electors  of  the 
colony  are  represented  in  the  House  by  such 
majority.     For  that  reason  I  think  any  ar- 
rangement such  as  proposed  by  the  Premier 
with  regard  to  the  amalgamation  of  city  elec- 
torates  may    safely  wait,  until  the   general 
question  has  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House.     I  shall  gladly  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  although,  in  Committee,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  alter  it  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  regard  this  measure  as  the 
most  important  measure  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  House  this  session,  and 
am  sorry  it  has  been  brought  down  so  late. 
It  seems  odd  to  ask  us  to  abandon  our  charac- 
ter as  a  deliberative  Assembly  in  dealing  with 
the  largest  question  that  can  be  brought  before 
VB.     Ab  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  need  not 


speak  at  length,  because  I  thoroughly  agro& 
with  the  Bill.  The  main  feature  of  the  Bill 
is  the  population  basis,  and  with  that  I  am 
heartily  in  accord.  Another  question,  of 
almost  equal  importance,  is  the  number  of 
members.  I  have  often  urged  that  thenumbeir 
of  members  should  be  reduced ;  but  I  should 
be  extremely  sorry  to  see  the  number  of  mem- 
bers reduced  unless  we  first  get  rid  of  all  the 
local  work  we  have  to  deal  with.  I  would 
rather  see  the  number  increased  to  one  hun- 
dred, imder  the  present  conditions,  than  re- 
duced to  fifty.  We  are  not  here  as  a  Legisla- 
ture alone,  but  as  a  great  Board  of  Works  for 
the  whole  country ;  and,  while  that  continues, 
no  district  will  like  to  be  deprived  of  its  active 
representation  in  such  a  body.  I  should  like 
to  follow  what  fell  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont.  I  regretted  to  hear  him  draw 
a  distinction  between  people  in  towns  and 
people  in  the  country.  Where  lies  the  distinc- 
tion ?  I  venture  to  say  the  larger  the  number 
of  town  representatives  you  have  here  the  more 
will  the  House  sustain  its  character  of  a  Legis- 
lature. Do  town  members  come  here  to  con- 
sider political  questions,  or  do  they  come  to 
work  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  purposes  of  that 
kind?  The  House  ought  to  welcome  members 
who  represent  towns  and  suburban  districts, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  more  free 
to  consider  questions  from  a  political  point  of 
view,  and  not  in  relation  to  their  bearing  on 
roads  and  bridges.  I  regretted  to  hear  such  a 
distinction  made. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  was  particularly  care- 
ful to  say  that  there  was  no  distinction,  but 
that,  as  we  desired  equal  representation,  and 
as  it  was  possible  that  there  was  much  greater 
power  of  organizing  and  bringing  their  voices  to 
bear  on  this  House  on  the  part  of  townspeople, 
it  would  be  fair  to  make  some  difiereuce,  to 
make  weight  for  that. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Then,  I  am  warranted  in  say- 
ing. Let  the  country  people  be  the  more  thank- 
ful for  town  representatives.  If  town  repre- 
sentatives are  able  to  organize  better,  have 
greater  opportunities,  and  are  able  more  clearly 
to  lay  the  political  views  they  hold  before  the 
House,  surely  they  ought  to  be  the  more  wel- 
come on  that  account.  I  also  differ  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  view  that  three 
years  is  too  short  a  time  for  Parliament.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  fought  as  hard  as  any  to  get 
it  reduced  from  five  years  to  three,  and  there  is 
no  act  of  my  political  life  to  which  I  look  back 
with  greater  satisfaction.  We  want  turning  out 
every  three  years  to  face  the  people.  If  we 
were  here  for  five  or  ten  years,  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  the  House  ?  It  is  only  when 
we  get  into  the  fresh  air  outside  that  we  are 
restored  to  our  natural  condition.  When  here, 
I  venture  to  say  that  it  requires  a  strong  effort 
of  the  imagination  to  recall  the  fact  that  there 
are  any  people  in  New  Zealand  at  all.  We 
form  a' little  world  of  our  own ;  we  form  little 
parties  and  sets  of  our  own ;  and  it  requires  a 
strong  effort  to  bring  home  to  us  that  there 
are  people  in  New  Zealand  outside  our  walls. 
Especially  must  this  be  the  case  when  we  saeet 
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in  a  place  "which,  with  all  due  deference,  in  not  a 
metropolitan  city,  which  is  without  a  metropo- 
litan newspaper,  without  a  metropolitan  charac- 
ter, which  no  single  city  in  New  Zealand  can 
have.  I  am  sure  a  large  number  of  members 
hold  the  same  view  as  I  do,  that  three  years 
is  not  one  day  too  short,  and  if  there  is  to  be  a 
change  it  would  be  far  better  to  adopt  the  sys- 
tem of  the  American  Congress  and  make  it  two 
years.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  also  about 
minority  representation,  which  wc  have  heard 
-«  great  deal  of  in  times  past,  and  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Newton  has  again 
brought  beforo  us.  I  do  not  believe  in  minority 
representation,  or  in  any  fancy  franchise  or 
representation.  I  believe  that  the  minority,  if 
it  has  a  good  cause,  and  if  it  is  worth  anything 
at  all,  will  always  make  itself  a  majority  in  the 
loni^-run.  If  not,  let  it  remain  a  minority  still. 
For  wliat  purpose  should  we  assemble  a  number 
of  members  representing  minorities  ?  What 
good  would  they  do  when  they  came  here?  Let 
them  exert  themselves  and  they  will  be  heard. 
The  very  life  of  the  country  depends  on  the 
struggle  the  minority  makes  to  bceome  a  ma- 
jority. How  stagnant  we  should  become  if  we 
all  rc'prosentod  sectional  views  held  by  various 
minorities  met  together  and  neutralizing  one 
another!  Nothing  would  dwarf  the  life  of  the 
country  more  than  that.  So  far  as  the  Board 
is  concerned,  we  may  well  leave  that  to  be  con- 
sidered in  Committee.  But  there  is  one  point 
I  would  like  to  call  the  Premier's  attention  to — 
that  is,  that  it  miglitbo  very  desirable,  in  fixing 
the  boundaries,  to  make  them  coterminous  with 
the  boundaries  of  counties  or  some  other  dis- 
trict, so  that  the  same  electoral  roll  mignt  here- 
after answer  for  both  bodies.  The  time  must 
<jome,  in  the  nature  of  things,  when  the  property 
•qualification  in  counties,  and  Koad  Board  and 
otlier  districts,  if  the  local. bodies  are  ever  to  be 
real  governing  bodies,  will  have  to  merge  into 
the  same  qualification  that  we  have  for  electing 
the  higher  Legislature  of  the  country.  So  long 
as  those  bodies  deal  merely  with  property,  and 
levy  certain  rates,  so  long  the  present  property 
qualification  will  remain.  But,  if  the  County 
Councils  or  any  other  bodies  are  to  have  the 
powei*s  that  governing  bodies  ought  to  possess, 
it  will  bo  necessary  to  alter  tlie  character  of 
their  suffrage,  and  they  will  have  to  represent 
the  people  in  the  district,  and  not  only  the 
property.  Tliat  may  not  come  for  years  ;  but 
it  is  just  as  well  to  keep  it  in  view,  so  that  the 
game  electoral  roll  may  be  used  for  all  without 
'difticulty. 

Mr.  .J.  McKENZIE. — I  believe  in  the  policy 
•on  which  this  Bill  is  based,  so  far  as  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Board  to  adjust  the  representa- 
tion is  concerned,  and  I  intend  to  support  it. 
At  the  same  time,  I  object  to  the  amalgama- 
tion of  city  electorates,  and  also  that  the  cities 
should  have  the  same  representation  as  country 
districts,  and  I  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  do 
my  best  to  prevent  that  being  carried  in  Com- 
mittee. I  also  intend  to  move,  when  the  Bill  is 
in  Committee,  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  seventy-tive  —  seventy-one  Europeans 
and  four  Natives.  This  would  make  a  reduction 
Mr,  Moss 


of  twenty  members.  My  experience  m  a  mas- 
ber  of  this  Honae  is  that  the  interests  of  fti 
colony  would  in  no  way  sufier  if  that  redocesB 
were  made.  Wo  hoar  a  great  deal  about  eco- 
nomy. I  think  this  is  true  economy,  tad  i 
ever  we  expect  to  economize  we  shoold  ooo- 
mence  with  ourselves,  and  a  reduction  of  tvo^ 
members  would  make  a  very  considexable  ^ 
ference  in  the  cost  of  legislation,  and  vtmld  bi 
in  every  sense  of  the  word  economy. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  congratulate  the  VimJa 
upon  having  brought  in  this  Bill,  which,  ftra 
the  start  to  the  finish,  is  a  most  excellent  mo- 
sure.  I  think  his  plan  of  having  an  indepes- 
dent  Board  is  a  most  excellent  soggestton,  ai 
it  will  prevent  the  idea  of  "gezzymandeziog'' 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  past.  It  appesato 
me,  however,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
to  prevent  a  member  of  either  Honse  of  the 
Legislature  being  a  member  of  the  Board;  lod 
in  that  case  there  would  be  a  suspicion  that  aD 
might  not  be  quite  correct.  I  am  also  ^  to 
see  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  inthisBill, 
has  suggested  a  population  basis.  I  can  ^task 
of  no  other  basis  equally  fair,  and  I  belJere 
there  is  more  intellect  developed,  more  ac^tisr 
of  mind,  in  the  residents  of  boron^  thia 
in  the  country.  Members  have  sugge^edthit 
city  members  are  about  as  good  as  coootK? 
members.  I  say  they  are  a  great  deal  bettff : 
and,  if  we  want  proof,  we  can  see  it  an  tta 
Government  bencnes.  There  is  not  a  ooimfiy 
member  on  those  benches.  It  is  a  fsct,  *J«t 
from  all  joking,  that  there  is  more  intelkctail 
life,  more  active  participation  in  politics,  in 
town  than  in  tlie  country.  Country  people  Un 
miles  and  miles  away  from  each  otho,  thqr 
rarely  see  each  other,  they  have  no  chance « 
interchange  of  ideas,  they  do  not  get  moniBg 
and  evening  newspapers,  which  havfe  sndi « 
elevating  influence.  I  hope  the  clause  anal- 
gamating  city  electorates  will  be  carriei  I 
believe  that,  in  many  ways,  it  will  be  stst 
good  thing.  Speaking  for 'the  City  of  Wdliag- 
ton,  I  am  quite  confident  that  a  large  m»jai^ 
of  the  people  in  this  town  are  in  favour  of  ^ 
and  that  a  great  nimiber  of  people  wonM 
rather  have  three  members  for  the  city  than 
have  a  member  for  each  particular  vard  of  it- 
There  can  be  no  question  that  the  larger  the 
electorates  the  better  will  be  the  class  of  m® 
returned  year  after  year,  and,  moreover,  to 
more  freedom,  I  believe,  would  be  given  to  to 
representatives.  In  fact,  I  should  have  liW 
to  see  another  Chamber  elected  onHare'ssy*- 
tern,  simply  and  solely  with  a  view  of  gi^ 
expression  to  that  feeling,  and  making  it  at^ 
question  whether  members  should  be  elected 
for  wide  areas.  I  believe  that  wherever  W> 
districts  are  amalgamated  in  thought  and  feel- 
ing they  should  be  put  together  electortjJj- 
However,  that  probably  would  not  be  lefsSa^ 
by  tho  present  Bill.  I  hope  the  question  J* 
amalgamation  of  city  electorates  will  be  a^ 
cided  this  session,  because  next  year  vre  id*J 
liave  heated  discussions  on  other  subjects;*^ 
if  it  were  thought  that  any  one  piurty  W^ 
gain  by  the  following  election  wifli  arnal* 
gamated  districts,  possibly,  party  feeling  beinj 
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called  into  play,  the  whole  thing  might  he  up- 
set. The  final  clause  in  the  Bill,  I  think,  is  un- 
fair and  unjust :  it  is  the  one  saving  the  Maori 
Bepresentation  Act.  The  recent  census  shows 
that  the  southern  Maori  member  represents 
S,075  people,  while  each  of  the  northern  Maori 
members  represents  about  18,500  people.  It 
seems  to  me  a  very  great  anomaly  that  one 
member  should  represent  so  few  people ;  and 
I  hope  that  in  Committee  the  House  will  alter 
the  Bill  so  that  the  Southern  Maori  Electoral 
District  may  be  joined  to  the  nearest  northern 
district,  so  that  the  Maori  representation  will 
be  equalized  and  the  present  inequality  be 
done  away  with.  As  to  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members,  I  believe  we  could  well 
do  with  a  certain  amount  of  reduction;  but 
I  believe  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce 
the  number  by  so  many  as  twenty.  I  do 
not  think  any  reduction  should  extend  be- 
yond half  that  number.  When  this  House 
consisted  of  thirty -seven  members  there  was 
one  member  to  every  889  people,  and  from  that 
the  number  of  people  per  member  has  con- 
tinually increased,  till  now  there  are  6,400 
people  to  every  menober.  Therefore  the  pro- 
portion of  ]X>pulation  to  number  of  members 
tias  always  been  increasing,  as  I  believe  every 
one  of  us  agrees  it  should  do.  My  own  feeling 
is  that  a  House  of  a  very  small  number,  say, 
fifty,  would  not  be  any  very  great  saving  to  the 
colony;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  at 
present  in  this  colony  the  number  of  members 
of  the  Legislature  is  too  large.  I  hope  the 
Bill  will  go  through,  for  a  better  measure  I 
have  not  seen  among  the  great  number  of  Bills 
I  have  seen  introduced  in  this  House  during 
the  three  sessions  in  which  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  will  not  detain  the 
House  two  minutes,  nor  will  I  discuss  the 
points  already  discussed ;  but  I  should  like  to 
say  that,  whilst  I  think  it  is  wise  to  retrace  the 
step  taken  in  1881  of  making  all  the  electorates 
single  electorates,  and  whilst  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  have  amalgamated  electorates  in  the 
country  districts  as  well  as  in  the  large  towns, 
yet  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  have  double, 
treble,  or  quadruple  electorates  without  an 
alteration  in  the  manner  of  voting.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  New- 
ton, indeed,  I  hardly  understand  him,  when  he 
says  that  he  would  allow  no  one  to  have  more 
than  two  votes  in  the  amalgamated  electorates. 
I  would  compel  every  voter  to  vote  for  every 
one  of  the  number  of  candidates  that  could  be 
a1  AC  bed 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— What  I  stated  was  that,  if 
there  were  three  members  to  be  elected,  I 
would  allow  no  one  to  vote  for  more  than  two 
candidates,  and,  if  four  members,  then  for  not 
more  than  three  candidates,  as  I  hold  that 
that  would  give  the  minority  more  chance. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  understand.  I  believe 
the  evils  and  defects  of  the  old  system  would 
be  done  away  with  by  rendering  plumping  im- 
poesible  and  compelling  each  voter  to  vote  for 
as  many  candidates  as  there  were  members  to 
be  elected.    Surely  it  would  be  no  hardship  to 


say  that  each  voter  should  use  the  whole  of  tho 
privilege  given  to  him.  This  system  works 
admirably  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I  believe 
it  would  be  a  very  great  improvement  to  intro- 
duce it  in  tiie  amalgamated  electorates  here. 
We  should  then  get  real  representation  of  a 
district,  and  cliques  and  organizations  would 
not  have  the  great  power  they  have  now,  where 
they  can  plump  for  a  particular  candidate  or 
candidates.  We  should  have  really  fair  and 
square  elections  under  that  system.  I  hop& 
the  Premier  will  think  of  this  in  Committee, 
and  endeavour  to  devise  some  system  whereby 
the  evils  of  the  old  system  may  be  prevented^, 
if  we  return  to  the  old  system  of  large  elec- 
torates. Any  movement  made  for  reducing  the 
number  of  members  I  shall  be  inclined  to  sup- 
port. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  shall  imitate  my  pre- 
decessors, and  say  very  little ;  but  there  are 
one  or  two  points  I  wish  to  touch  upon.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  right  not  to  touch  the  question  of 
Maori  representation  in  this  Bill,  as  it  would 
certainly  cause  long  and  probably  heated  dis- 
cussions, and  woald  be  almost  certain  to  pre- 
vent the  Bill  passing  at  all.  I  agree  that  the 
members  of  the  Commission  should  be  alto- 
gether official,  and  that  it  might  possibly  cause 
serious  loss  to  the  colony  to  debar  from  en- 
tering Parliament  for  three  years  a  number 
of  able,  independent,  outside  men,  who  might 
serve  the  country  well  in  Parliament.  I  think 
that  might  lead  to  serious  difficulty;  and  I 
think  that  to  have  a  purely  official  Commission 
will  do  away  with  all  imputations  of  unfair- 
ness ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  will  be  much  wiser 
to  accept  the  proposition  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  than  to  have  the  Commis- 
sion provided  for  in  tho  Bill.  As  to  the  num- 
ber of  members,  I  believe  that,  talk  as  much 
as  we  like  about  it,  we  shall  not  materially  ro~ 
duce  the  present  number,  and  that  we  had 
better  start  at  once  with  the  impression  that 
we  shall  continue  the  present  number  of  mem- 
bers, and  that  that  number  shall  bo  properly 
distributed  over  the  colony.  Tho  colony  is. 
rapidly  progressing  in  population,  and  we  may 
fairly  hope  that  in  a  very  few  years  the  num- 
ber of  people  will  be  amply  proportionate  to 
the  present  number  of  members.  I  shall  op- 
pose the  clause  for  the  amalgamatioa  of  elector 
rates  as  strongly  as  I  can,  and  I  will  state  my 
principal  objections  now.  I  believe  it  would 
greatly  increase  the  cost  of  elections,  and,  so,, 
that  it  would  deprive  the  constituencies  of  that 
large  choice  which  they  now  enjoy.  I  believe 
it  would  throw  the  elections  into  the  hands 
of  cliques,  and  that  a  man  outside  the  cliques 
would  have  hardly  any  chance  whatever,  unless 
he  wa.s  a  man  of  very  great  eminence  and  could 
overbear  the  influence  of  these  cliques.  I  shall 
also  oppose  this  proposal :  *'  The  Commission 
shall  iJso,  at  any  future  time,  amalgamate  as 
aforesaid  the  several  electoral  districts  which 
may  hereafter  be  fixed  for  city,  town,  or  place.'*' 
Now,  this  clearly  points  to  the  Commission 
amalgamating  not  only  city  but  also  country 
electorates ;  and,  for  the  reasons  I  have  alaeady 
stated,  I  shall  oppose  that.    It  is  provided  that,. 
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thongh  there  is  to  be  amalgamation,  no  amal- 
.gamated  district  shall  return  more  than  four 
members ;  so  that  when  a  town  becomes  popu- 
lous enough  to  have  five  or  six  members  it 
-would  again  be  divided  into  two  or  more  elec- 
torates. This  is  altogether  illogical.  If  it  is 
right  to  amalgamate  at  all,  surely  it  is  right  to 
amalgamate  one  whole  town.  I  alRO  oppose 
the  proviRion  for  the  CommiKsion  to  divide  the 
electorates  according,  amongst  other  things,  to 
•'  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  male 
inhabitants  of  the  district,  other  than  Maoris, 
of  or  alK)ve  the  ago  of  twonty-ono  years  bears 
to  the  entire  population,  other  than  Maoris,  of 
the  district."  1  shall  support  any  amendment 
for  making  more  cloar  than  it  is  hero  shown 
the  difference  that  ouj,'ht  to  exist,  or  that  may 
be  prnnittcd  to  exist,  between  country  and 
town  eloctoratos.  Ko  doubt  a  population  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  area  cannot  have  the  same 
facilities  for  bringing  its  opinion  to  bear  on 
the  Houso  that  is  possessed  by  a  town  electo- 
rate, which  has  not  only  members  advocating 
its  idca«?,  but  also  ncwspjipors. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — I  am  very 
Rorry  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  this  debate, 
but  in  all  my  life  I  have  never  heard  so  much 
assurance  packed  into  a  speech  as  the  honour- 
able nicmbor  for  Thonidon  imported  into  his 
few  remarks  junt  now.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber drew  a  curious  distinction  between  town 
and  country  members.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  intended  us  to  take 
himself  as  the  highest  specimen  of  what  a 
town  ran  produce ;  but,  if  so,  1  am  not  sure 
that  the  illustration  lends  much  force  to  the 
argument.  lie  was  most  unfortunate  in  draw- 
ing invidious  distinction  between  the  occupants 
of  the  Treasury  benches.  The  honourable 
member  forgot  that  his  own  leader,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kgmont,  is  the  representative 
of  a  country  district. 

An  Hon.  Mkmber. — All  of  them. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Yes ;  the  whole 
of  the  late  Government  represent  country  dis- 
tricts. Of  course,  the  matter  is  of  little  con- 
Bcquence  :  but  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
alike  invidious  and  unfortunate  in  his  argu- 
ment. But,  although  there  is  no  difference  in 
the  average  of  town  and  country  representa- 
tives, there  is  a  distinction  between  the  repre- 
sentation of  town  and  country,  and  a  groat  deal 
of  weight  no  doubt  attaches  to  what  fell  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  that  at 
the  present  time  in  New  Zealand — in  all  coun- 
tries, in  fact,  but  especially  in  new  countries — 
the  towns  have  means  of  organization,  of  united 
action,  and  expression  of  their  views  which 
are  not  possessed  by  the  country  districts. 
Tliey  have  powerful  organizations  in  the  ^luni- 
cipal  Councils;  they  have  an  influential  Press; 
they  have  every  facility  and  convenience  for 
the  holding  of  public  meetings ;  and  in  various 
other  ways  they  can  supplement  their  repre- 
sentation to  an  extent  quite  beyond  the  reach 
of  country  districts,  where  the  population  is 
not  only  sparse,  but  widely  distributed.  There- 
fore I  think  that  some  sort  of  allowance  ought 
to  bo  made  to  tho  country  districts  similar  to 
Colonel  Trimble 


that  vhich  was  made  in  the  Act  of  1881:  ui 
I  think  I  can  see  where,  as  the  BilipMn 
through  Committee,  that  object  can  be  sttaiai 
Mrithout  disturbing  the  general  scope  d  Ai 
Bill.  There  are  several  other  ajnfndrofatfi 
which,  I  think,  might  be  made  in  the  fiHI  ii 
the  same  way ;  but,  as  we  have  been  recpesiei 
not  to  debate  the  Bill«  I  will  not  enter  icte 
detail  on  them  now.  At  the  same  time.  Ids 
think  that  we  ought  to  be  caations  hovn 
affirm  the  principle  that  population  should  h 
the  sole  basis  of  representation.  I  thisltbt 
is  a  fallacy.  I  think  that  population  shooM  be 
the  main  basis,  but  that  it  should  not  be  tte 
sole  one ;  and  it  is  not  the  sole  basis  at  Ae 
present  time  in  any  country  in  the  vorid. 

An  Hon.  Member. — In  America? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.-No ;  net  ii 
America.    Thev  study  other  interests  ss  wdl 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  the  .sole  basis  far  tie 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  M  ACICENZIE.— Not  absolutdy. 
They  admit  the  principle  and  depart  fromiiia 
practice.  And  within  themselves  many  of  Ua 
States  do  not  recognize  it  at  all.  I  cbn  ooda- 
stand  the  population  basis  applying  to  an  eU 
country,  such,  for  instance,  as  Kngland,whih 
it  cannot  be  applied  to  a  new  one.  If  von  tab 
a  map  of  England  and  put  a  pin  into  itataar 
point,  you  will  find  that  you  are  somfwflfijt 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  large  popolatio, 
and  therefore  representation  might  possibl?  be 
equalized  between  town  and  country,  e«fl  « 
a  population  basis.  As  a  matter  of  facthcv- 
ever,  England  departs  more  completely  fsn 
the  principle  than  almost  any  oiher  natioa, 
with  advantage  to  the  representation.  Soc^ 
less  do  I  think  that  population  shoald  be  beU 
to  be  the  only  basis  in  a  new  countiy,  b«aase 
you  have  the  largest  interests  represented  n 
the  country,  although  the  population  is  ekw 
sparse  than  it  is  in  the  towns.  I  think  thiS 
community  of  interests  and  sense  of  propor&i 
should  be  considered.  Beyond  that,  I  do  no* 
know  that  I  have  anything  to  say  aboos  ti« 
Bill.  The  provision  for  a  Commission  is «» 
tainly  a  good  one,  following  the  method  pin^ 
sued  in  England,  the  same  work  beiogdot 
there  by  tho  Enclosure  Commissioners.  SsA 
a  Commission  will  tend  to  avoid  what  miffed 
bo  acrimonious  debates  and  interested  dissas- 
sions  in  this  House.  With  these  few  o^t^ 
tions,  I  shall  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — Like  those  who  ba» 
spoken  before  me  I  shall  bo  very  brief  in  ti* 
remarks  I  have  to  make  ;  but  I  shall  have  to 
differ  from  those  who  have  been  almost  oMffl- 
mous  in  praising  this  Bill,  and  uphoIdiBgi» 
principle  as  the  correct  one.  Now,  my  opinia 
is  that  population  should  not  be  the  sole  bass, 
although  I  admit  that  it  should  be  a  factor, 
and  perhaps  an  important  factor,  in  detennifr 
ing  this  matter  of  tlie  representation.  Tto 
Premier,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  tiis 
Bill,  told  us  that  we  should  take  a  broad  vie» 
of  the  whole  question.  It  may  be  very  well » 
say  that ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  it  dooej 
this  House  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  hononiawe 
members  come  here  to  scramble  for  the  lo»w* 
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and  fishes  ?    Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  tho  recent 
debate  on  the  Loan  Bill  one  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  if    certain  members  had  only 
joined  together  they  would  have  been  strong 
enongh  to  allocate  the  whole  of  the  expenditure 
^tween  the  Otago  Central  and  North  Island 
Tronk  lines  ?    That  is  a  fact  which  was  stated 
here  during  the  debate,  and  therefore  I  have 
A  right  to  use  it.    I  know  also  that  when  the 
Representation  Act  of  1881  was    passed  the 
uamber  of  representatives  of  the  district  from 
which  I  come  was  largely  reduced,  and  that 
since  that  time  no  money  has  been  spent  in 
that  district.    In  1882  the  Three-million  Loan 
was  raised,  and,  although  some  money  was  allo- 
cated to  that  district,  very  little  was  spent; 
joid  now  we  have  the  loan  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  none  of  which  has   been    allocated  to 
Kelson.    These  are  facts  to  which  we  cannot 
shut  our  eyes.    Now,  it  has  been  said  that  tho 
number  of  representatives  should  be  reduced. 
I  shall  be  quite  willing  to  reduce  them  if  the 
members  are  taken  away  from  the  cities.    Wo 
have  been  told  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  that  the  towns  can  make  their  wants 
known  more  easily  than  the  country  districts. 
That  is  so,  and  it  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  the  representation  of  the  country  districts 
should  not  be  settled  upon  the  same  basis  as 
that  of  the  cities,  which  can  easily  make  their 
wants  known.    Their  inhabitants  live  closely 
together  ;    they  have    the  Press  to  advocate 
their  views,  and  bring  them  prominently  before 
the  House.    Then,  the  large  cities  are  always 
^ing  visited  by  people  from  other  cities,  and 
their  people  travel  about,  and  thus  their  wants 
become  ^own  throughout  the  country :  and  so 
they  have  a  great  advantage  in  this  House. 
Then,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
amalgamation  of  the  city  constituencies — opin- 
ions   in  which  I  cordially    agree,  because  I 
believe  that  minorities  ought  to  be  represented ; 
and  how  can  they  be  represented  unless  there 
are  amalgamated  districts?    We    have    been 
told  by  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
that  minorities  should  not  be  heard.    He  says 
that  if  they  have  a  good  cause  they  will  be  heard 
ultimately  ;  but  is  it  not  better,  if  they  have  a 
good  cause,  that  their  views  should  be  listened 
to  7  and,  if  they  have  reason  on  their  side,  surely 
the  more  facilities  they  have  for  converting 
their  minority  into  a  majority  the  better.    But, 
it  it  is  true  and  right  that  the  town  electorates 
should  be  amalgamated,  why  should  not  the 
same  hold  good  as  to  the  country  districts  ?    Is 
it  right  that  in  the  towns  only  the  minorities 
should  he  represented  ?    Have  not  the  country 
districts  exactly  the  same  rights  as  the  towns  ? 
Now,  the  only  way  in  which  this  object  can  be 
brought   about  is  by  having  more  than  one 
representative  for  country  districts.    We  are 
told  that   it  can  be  gained  by  adopting  the 
Hare  principle :  but  that  is  thoroughly  unwork- 
able, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  only  in  opera- 
tion  in    one   country — in   Deimiark — where, 
however,  it  is  said  to  work  very  well.    Still,  I 
think  it  is  mainly  a  matter  of  chance,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  we  can  adopt  a  measure  like 
that.     Now,  as  to  representation  according  to 


the  population  basis  alone,  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  in  the  world.  If  England 
were  to  adopt  it  the  result  would  be,  as  we  have 
been  told,  that  the  whole  of  the  representation 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  largo  towns ;  but, 
though  it  might  be  permissible  in  old  coun- 
tries, it  would  be  quite  out  of  place  in  new 
countries.  In  old  countries,  where  the  popula- 
tion is  dense  and  evenly  distributed,  it  might 
work  fairly  well ;  but  in  a  now  country  the 
condition  of  things  is  very  different.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  whole  policy  of  a  new 
country  is  to  develop  its  resources  by  a  system 
of  public  works ;  and  the  necessity  is  to  have 
the  wants  of  various  sparsely-settled  parts  of 
the  colony  brought  before  the  House,  so  that 
the  resources  of  the  country  may  have  due  at- 
tention. But  I  would  ask,  how  is  it  possible, 
with  representation  according  to  a  population 
basis,  to  have  the  country  evenly  represented, 
so  that  its  various  wants  shall  be  made  known  ? 
Then  we  know,  furthermore,  that  some  of  the 
electorates  are  so  divided  geographically  that 
it  is  impossible  for  one  member  to  repre- 
sent the  whole  district  as  it  should  be  repre- 
sented. I  know  that  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  where  I  live  there  is  a  district — that  of 
Motueka — ^which  embraces  not  only  the  Motu- 
eka  country,  but  also  the  Golden  Bay  district, 
with  a  high  range  of  mountains  between 
them  ;  and,  while  one  portion  of  the  district 
is  inhabited  by  an  agricultural  population,  the 
other  part  is  populated  by  a  mining  community. 
There  is  no  sympathy  between  the  two  parts 
of  the  district,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  for 
one  man  to  properly  represent  both  interests. 
Then,  if  we  are  to  talk  about  a  reduction  of 
the  number  of  members,  there  is  another  mat- 
ter which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
If  we  reduce  the  number  of  members  it  gives  a 
great  increase  of  power  to  tho  Government  in 
this  House.  If  tho  Government  be  corrupt  they 
may  hold  out  promises  and  bribes,  and  be  able 
to  do  many  other  things  which  it  would  bo 
impossible  to  do  if  there  were  a  larger  House.  T 
am  pointing  this  out  because  I  am  quite  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members,  provided  they  be  taken  from  the 
right  quarter.  I  hold  that  there  should  not  be 
more  than  two  representatives  for  each  city  of 
the  size  that  our  cities  are  likely  to  be  for  many 
years  to  come.  In  a  town  it  is  very  easy  for  a 
member  to  consult  his  constituents  or  for  his 
constituents  to  consult  him,  but  it  is  not  at  all 
possible  where  constituents  may  be  scattered 
over  on  area  of  two  hundred  miles.  It  is  almost 
impossible  for  one  member  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  wants  of  a  constituency 
which  is  spread  over  so  large  an  area ;  but  in 
the  towns  a  single  advertisement  in  a  news- 
paper will  bring  a  member's  constituents  be- 
fore him.  Now,  I  think  that  the  cities  should 
be  contented  with  two  representatives.  I  place 
the  number  at  two,  because  there  are  two  in- 
terests in  every  town — there  are  the  interests 
of  the  mercantile  classes  and  the  interests  of 
the  masses.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  one  to 
represent  tho  interests  of  the  two  classes.  We 
find  many  people  come  out  as  working-man 
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advocatos ;  but,  oa  far  as  my  enerience  goes, 
some  of  tlu>sc  i>orfton8  oan  never  be  that.  I  do 
not  doubt  that  tiiese  gentlemen  who  take  up 
that  position  aro  thoroughly  in  earnest,  and 
that  it  is  their  will  and  their  wish  to  represent 
the  maHAes;  but  there  is  something  more  re- 
quired than  either  will  or  wish,  and  that  is 
knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  masses.  They 
havo  been  brought  up  among  diflerout  associsr- 
tions;  their  mode  of  living  is  different;  they 
do  not  know  the  wants  of  the  people,  and 
never  can.  Then,  I  say  that  there  should 
be  facilities  gi%'en  for  the  representation  of 
)>oth  these  cLissos ;  and  I  say  that  the  towns 
should  have  two  representatives  and  no  more. 
It  is  n<it  my  intention  to  address  the  House 
long  on  the  present  occasion,  because  I  see 
perfectly  well  that  the  Bill  will  pass  its  second 
rjadinv!.  and  I  see  equally  well  that  it  will  not 
proceed  further,  because,  from  the  speeches  of 
nonourablo  members,  I  find  that  there  will  be 
grcp.t  (iiversity  of  opinion  when  this  Bill  gets 
into  Committee.  The  two  great  points  of  dis- 
cussion aro  the  number  of  members  and  amal- 
gamation of  electorates.  I  may  add  that  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  themselves  are  in 
earnest  aboi^t  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  because, 
if  they  had  intended  to  pass  it,  I  do  not  see  why 
they  sliould  not  have  brought  it  down  earlier 
in  the  scfwion.  The  census  would  not  have  in- 
terfered with  that,  because  now  we  have  the 
Bill  before  us  wo  can  see  that  the  census  re- 
tur]is  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  merely 
a  machinerv'  Bill,  and  could  have  been  passed 
though  the  census  hod  not  been  taken.  If  the 
machinery  were  ready  it  could  bo  acted  upon 
any  time  the  census  was  taken.  My  honour- 
able frit  nd  asks  me  how  I  would  fix  the  quota. 
The  quota  would  fix  itself,  if  it  were  decided 
how  many  members  of  the  House  there  were  to 
be.  If  that  number  was  ninety,  or  a  hun- 
dred, or  seventy,  to  fix  the  quota  you  have 
simply  to  divide  the  whole  numbor  of  inhabi- 
tants by  the  number  of  representatives,  and 
then  ymi  have  the  quota.  This  Bill  has  no 
quota.  It  simply  says,  in  clause  3,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  country  and  town  districts 
shall  be  a  thousand  and  five  hundred;  and 
that  wivs  not  based  on  the  census.  Tiie  reduc- 
tion of  members  is  a  question  that  has  been 
frequently  discussed  ;  but,  so  far  as  my  experi- 
ence goes,  on  every  occasion  when  representa- 
tion has  been  readjusted,  instead  of  the  num- 
ber of  members  being  reduced  they  have  been 
increased.  In  1881,  although  many  members 
spoke  in  favour  of  reducing  the  number  of 
nicnjboi-s,  the  number  was  increased;  and  I 
think  we  shall  do  very  well  upon  the  present 
occasion  if  \\q  do  not  increase  the  number, 
but  let  them  remain  as  they  arc.  As  I  have 
pointed  out,  I  cannot  consent  to  any  reduction 
unless  that  reduction  is  made  from  tlio  cities. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detain  the  House 
longer,  Sir,  as  I  know  other  honourable  gentle- 
men wish  to  address  you  ;  but  I  have  so  far  ex- 
pressed ray  views  on  the  matter,  and  they  arc, 
that  I  do  not  believe  in  a  population  basis, 
that  I  do  not  believe  in  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  members  unless  the  members  are 
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taken  from  the  cities,  and  that  I  shoaMbi 
favoor  of  amalgamating  the  town  distcek  ! 
would  go  a  step  farther,  and  advocate  sail' 
gamating  the  oonntry  districts ;  but  I  do  att 
see  how  that  conld  possibly  be  done. 

Captain  RUSSELL.~I  have  four  naioiste 
objecting  to  this  Bill,  and  I  will  explain,  la  m 
few  words  as  I  possibly  can,  how  I  bive  azM 
at  those  objections.  The  fiiist  objeetioa  I  tib 
is  to  making  population  the  sole  basis  of  r|» 
sentation.  I  next  object  to  the  proptatia!  4i 
the  electorates  between  town  and  cooabf  m 
being  insufficient.  I  object  also  to  tin  lical- 
gamation  of  city  electorates ;  and  I  object  ab 
that  this  Bill  does  not,  in  some  way  at  otha; 
provide  a  change  in  relation  to  the  spedil 
representation  of  the  Maori  people.  Tlu  pal 
ory  of  the  democratic  party  has  alwavi  ka 
that  there  shall  be  no  taxation  withoat  r|»> 
sentation.  In  this  country,  at  any  zaie,  n# 
wo  have  got  manhood  snfErage,  if  reprHesifr- 
tion  is  to  be  purely  upon  a  popolaitioD  biei 
there  will  be  taxation  without  repiesenti^ 
inasmuch  as  there  is  a  considerable  piopatr- 
tax  already  imposed,  and  as  it  is  the  avovsl 
intention  of  the  Government  to  impose  a  hal- 
tax  whenever  they  can  possibly  do  so,  triA 
the  avowed  object  of  injuring  the  present  la&i- 
owners.  I  think  it  is  wrong  that  ve  d)odi 
depart  from  the  good  principle  of  not  baiiBg 
taxation  without  representation— that  is  tonr, 
where  there  is  property  directly  taxed;  snr 
particularly  in  a  country  where,  as  has  beai  ex- 
plained by  the  honourable  member  for  ^^dsa, 
there  has  always  been  a  scramble  ior  pnUis 
works.  It  is  wrong,  in  principle,  that  pr^sir 
should  be  directly  taxed  for  the  pzodnetka  d 
public  works,  without  represeotation,  paitiea- 
larly  where  that  property  does  notinanvTsT 
benefit  by  the  works.  I  also  object  to  the  fill 
because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  difieiow 
m  favour  of  the  country  that  is  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  matter  of  the  quota.  The  hoacar- 
able  member  for  Thomdon  just  now  alluded  (0 
the  fact,  or  alluded  to  what  he  called  the^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  being  more  is* 
tellcctual  and  more  fitted  to  govern  than  paopfe 
brought  up  in  the  country,  aud  he  quoted,  16 
an  illustration,  the  fact  that  all  the  membefS 
of  the  Ministry  were  townsmen.  I  think  thit 
alone  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  hoawo- 
able  members  that  they  ought  (0  agn^  ^ 
some  alteration  ;  because  I  conceive  no  sane 
person  could  urge  that  it  would  be  speealff 
desirable  that  only  one  class  of  the  popnUte* 
should  be  represented  in  the  MinistiT,agits 
at  the  present  moment.  There  is  one  JOIdI 
which  has  not  been  alluded  to  by  any  rf  the 
previous  speakers,  and  that  is,  that  if  V^ 
place  a  disproportionate  amount  of  po^o  a 
the  hands  of  the  residents  of  the  town  el«^ 
torates  you  are  giving  the  power,  to  tfe«e 
people  who  are  comparatively  the  drones,  *» 
are  only  the  distributors  in  this  colony,  to  iJfr 
pose  taxation  on  the  producers  of  the  cdoojj 
that  is  to  say,  you  take  away  the  poli^ 
power  from  those  men  who,  I  contend,  hjj 
the  honest,  genuine,  hon&  fide  work  of  oo»- 
nization  to  do— the  men  who  make  the  cok^ 
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progiess  —  yoa   take   away  the   power   from 
them,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  dis- 
tributing b(>dies  —  the  less  energetic  and  en- 
terprising people  who  reside  in  towns.    And 
not  only  that,  hut,  as  we  see,   the  Ministry 
BOW  is  composed  of  gentlemen  who  reside  in 
towns;  and  if  you  glance  round  the  House 
you  will  see   that  the  great  majority  of  the 
representatives  of  the  colony  at  the  present 
time  either  represent  town  constituencies,  or 
are  town  men  themselves  who  represent  coun- 
try constituencies.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
towns  vastly  preponderate  in  members  in  this 
House;  and,  owing  to  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, they  have,  according  to  my  opinion  at 
any  rate,  a  very  undue    influence   and  pre- 
ponderance in   the   councils   of   the  goveru- 
ment  of  the  country.     But  not  only  in  this 
House,  but  in  another  place,  we  find  the  town 
representatives  absolutely  out  of  all  proportion 
to  those  who  Hve  in  the  country,  who  clearly, 
as  I  said  before,  are  the  hardworking  produc- 
ing people  who  have,  under  much  difficulty, 
to  produce  all  that  goes  to  pay  the  debt  of  this 
colony.    There  is  another  objection,  but  that 
applies  rather  to  the  amalgamation  of   city 
electorates.    It  is  impossible  to  conceive  why, 
if  we  are  to  have  manhood  suffrage,  and  if  we 
are  to  abolish  plurality  of  voting,  as  it  is  fre- 
quently contended  we  should  do — I,  at  any 
rate,  cannot    conceive  why,  because  a  man 
chances  to  reside  in  a  borough,  he  should  be 
entitled  to  four  votes,  while  the  man  who  lives 
in  the  country  is  only  entitled  to  one.    That 
seems  to  me  in  itself  wrong  ;    but,  also,  it 
wooJd  confer  enormous  powers  upon  such  men 
as  the  Premier — men  who  are  fervid  orators, 
who    can    sway   a   large    town    constituency 
throagh  the  media  of  public  meetings,  not, 
probably,  by  good,  sound,  cogent  argument,  but 
by  sophisms  transparent  to  persons  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  study  them,  but  which,  no 
doubt,  are  brilliant,  and  will  carry  away  an 
audience    unaccustomed   to  the    art    of   dia- 
lectics.   Unfortunately,  such  men  as  the  Pre- 
mier, and  several  well-known  orators  of  the 
House,  will  be  able  to  carry  before  them  a 
great  wave  of  perhaps  misguided  opinion,  and 
be  able  to  return  four  members  to  the  House 
upon  their  platform — ^probably  a  wrong  one — 
instead  of  leaving  the  electors  to  digest  at  more 
leisure  and  in  a  more  careful  maimer  the  utter- 
ances of  four  different  men,  who  address  them 
U  different  periods  of  the  election.      Unfor- 
bunatolv,  it  is  those  who  promise  most,  those 
who  hold  oat  hopes  of  a  Utopia  to  come,  who 
vill  be  likely  to  sway  such  multitudes,  not  in 
uiy  way,  I  believe,  for  the  good  of  the  cities 
ihemselves,  and  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
olony.     Then  comes  the  question  of  the  Maori 
spresentation.     It  was  pointed  out  by  the 
aember  for  Thomdon  that  we  shall  still  have, 
I  the  Bill   remains  as  it  now  is,  a  worthy 
faori  gentleman  at  present  sitting  opposite  to 
lie,  and  in  whom  I  see  a  very  desirable  mem- 
ler,  coining  to  represent  only  2,700  people, 
rhereaa   every  other  member  will   represent 
hiee  or  four  times  that  number:  and  probably 
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the  honourable  gentleman  I  have  referred  to 
would  himself  admit  that  that  would  not  be 
right.  But  on  the  whole  principle  of  Maori 
representation  I  ihink  that  we  are  wrong,  and 
that  it  is  time  to  face  the  question.  There  is 
no  reason  that  I  can  see,  at  any  rate,  why  the 
Maoris  should  have  their  special  representation, 
and  why  they  should  not  be  placed  on  the  elec- 
toral rolls  of  the  colony,  so  as  to  exercise  their 
votes  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans  do.  I 
recognize  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
Europeans  will  disapprove  of  such  a  scheme  as 
this,  and  I  believe  that  nothing  mpre  than  ad- 
vocating the  same  policy  six  or  seven  yearf^  ago 
cost  me  a  majority  at  the  general  election.  But 
I  cannot  help  it ;  whether  it  costs  me  my  seat 
or  not,  I  am  going  to  say  what  I  think  upon 
this  subject,  and  that  is,  that  the  sooner  we 
abolish  the  special  Maori  representation,  and 
place  them  on  the  same  electoral  rolls  as  our- 
selves, the  better  it  will  be  for  the  representa- 
tion of  the  country.  We  can  do  that  without 
doing  any  injustice  to  the  Natives ;  and,  taking 
what  I  hope  is  a  far-seeing  view,  I  believe  that 
it  will  be  absolutely  beneficial  to  the  Native 
race,  though  it  possibly  may  be  prejudicial  to 
the  Native  gentlemen  who  occupy  seats  in  this 
House  at  the  present  moment.  But,  sup- 
posing this  proposed  Board  should  divide  the 
colony  into  separate  electoral  districts,  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  three  electoral  districts 
in  the  North  Island  should  not  be  constituted 
which  would,  for  the  present,  return  three 
Maori  members  to  this  House.  I  need  not 
trouble  the  House  with  the  boundaries  of  those 
districts ;  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  them.  If  we 
take  the  present  census  returns  and  a  map  of 
the  North  Island  it  will  be  seen  it  would  be 
perfectly  feasible  to  create  three  districts,  in 
which  districts  it  would  be  a  certainty  that 
three  Maori  members  would  be  returned  at  the 
present  time,  though  by  degrees  that  would  be 
changed.  And  here  I  would  say — there  is  no 
use  in  blinking  the  fact,  for  it  is  plain  enough — 
that  before  very  long  the  Maori  representation 
must  be  abolished.  What  we  have  seen  in  this 
House  during  this  session  is  evidence  that  the 
Native  is  perfectly  able  to  interfere  very  ma- 
terially with  the  progress  of  business  in  this 
House.  One  honourable  Native  member  has 
boasted  that  he  was  the  means,  through  the 
Natives,  of  keeping  the  Ministry  in  office  dur- 
ing last  session ;  and  we  saw  a  whole  night 
devoted  to  stonewalling  the  Dog-tax  Bill  on 
the  part  of  certain  honourable  Native  gontle- 
'men,  showing  that  they  were  absolutely  perfect 
in  the  use  of  all  the  forms  of  the  House.  I 
believe  that  the  Native  interest  itself  would  be 
better  promoted  in  this  House  by  influential 
European  gentlemen,  having  a  command  of 
the  Native  language,  who  might  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Natives,  and  who  would  come,  in 
the  eourse  of  two  or  three  elections  after  thia 
time,  to  represent  some  of  the  Native  districts. 
The  Native  representation  would  be  modified 
to  that  extent  by  those  who  command  the 
confidence  both  of  Europeans  and  the  Natives,, 
and  who  would  gradually  supplant  those  in- 
dividuals who  at  present  sit  in  this  House. 
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Then  tho  change  "would  ho  groduAl,  instead  of 
coming  at  one  fell  swoop,  as  the  change  in 
the  Native  rcprcRcntation  must  come  unless 
vre  adopt  such  a  course  as  this.  It  will  be,  I 
believe,  directly  to  the  interests  of  the  Native 
people  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Europeans 
if  by  degrees  tho  special  representation  of  the 
Maoris  is  abolished.  Thero  were  other  points 
alluded  to  in  the  Bill,  but  I  feel  it  is  useless 
to  try  to  prevent  its  second  reading.  When 
the  Bill  coracs  into  Committee  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  have  eiltct  given  to  the  views  I  have 
indicated. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  desire  to  say  very 
few  words  on  the  question  now  before  the 
House.  I  may  say  that,  equftUy  with  honour- 
able members  who  havo  spoken,  I  was  pleased 
to  hear  tho  statement  of  the  Premier  that  ho 
intciuled  to  push  this  Bill  tli rough  this  ses- 
sion ;  but  I  regret,  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
has  thought  it  desirable  to  mix  up  with  this 
quehtion  one  whieh,  I  think,  might  safely  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  tho  electors  of  tho  dif- 
ferent centres  of  population.  The  centres  of 
population  arc  not  uiianimous  on  the  question 
of  the  amulgamatiou  of  the  city  electorates. 
With  regard  to  the  City  of  Auckland,  I  under- 
stand tliat  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  electors  against  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  electorates  of  that  city.  1  will  state 
a  few  objections  tliat  can  be  urged  against  the 
amalgamation  of  the  city  electorates.  In  the 
first  })lace,  it  would  allord  much  greater  facili- 
ties for  personation,  owinj?  to  the  fact  that 
there  would  be  several  poUnig-booths  instead 
of  one,  as  at  present ;  thero  would  be  much 
gjv  ater  difllculty  in  keeping  the  rolls  pure ;  and, 
ujuiin,  as  luis  been  stated  by  the  honourable 
in(  mber  for  Newton,  it  would  be  almost  impos- 
sible for  minorilics  to  be  represented.  It  would 
.  also  tend  to  increase  the  cost  of  elections.  A 
greater  number  of  electors  would  have  to  be 
waited  on  by  candidates  for  election,  and  in  that 
and  otiicr  ways  there  \%ould  bo  increased  ex- 
pense, and  representation  would  go  more  into 
the  bauds  of  tho  moneyed  classes  than  at  pre- 
sent; and  that,  I  think,  would  be  a  great  objec- 
tion. Tlicre  is  another  point :  In  the  case  of 
by-elections,  a  single  electorate  as  now  consti- 
tuted mij^ht  be  unanimous  as  to  the  representa- 
tive they  would  choose  ;  but  if  tho  electorates 
were  united  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the 
city  might  have  to  bo  polled  in  order  to  elect 
one  man.  That  would  cause  great  trouble  and 
expense.  If  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time, 
as  I  hope  it  will  be,  I  shall  oppose  tho  clause 
relating  to  amalgamation  of  city  electorates, 
in  Committee,  if  that  clause  be  objeetionable 
to  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  I  see  a 
way  out  of  the  difticulty,  and  that  is,  to  carry 
out  tho  view  advanced  by  tho  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  when  ho  stated  that 
he  believed  iji  a  variety  of  electorates.  That 
could  be  obtai;  led  in  this  way :  Leave  the  matter 
optional  with  the  city  electorates.  A  majority 
of  the  people  of  Wellington  may  be  in  favour  of 
amalgamation,  and  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Auckland  may  not.  Leave  the  decision  of  that 
matter  to  the  electorates.  That  would  give 
Captain  Russell 


the  Tariety  which  the  honourable  member  is 
Kgmont  desires.  With  regard  to  repEcseata- 
tion,  I  am  in  favour  of  representation  ql  tbs 
population  basis.  I  do  not  think  there  cube 
anything  fairer  than  that.  ThatentireijiDe€U 
my  views.  With  regard  to  the  redactioB  d 
members,  as  suggested  bythehonoorablesta- 
her  for  Moeraki,  he  has  my  entire  sjmpithj  s 
that  matter,  because,  to  a  certain  exteititis 
simply  giving  effect  to  the  recommends&ODd 
a  Committee  \vhich  has  given  much  time  tM. 
attention  to  the  questions  submitted  to  tbas- 
tho  Committee  on  Legi.slative  Expenditen.  I 
was  rather  amused  with  the  remub  of  tk 
honourable  member  for  Nelson,  who  is  so  vaj 
generous  with  regard  tocityelectoiates;  aadit 
tiie  remarks  of  another  honooiable  msssiSf 
who  urged  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  ^t^ 
a  less  number  of  representatives  tc  ^e  dsa 
that  all  the  gentlemen  on  the  Govenmusi 
benches  were  city  members:  and  I  think  uh 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  BayallQddd 
to  that  fact  just  now.  I  will  point  outtotkt 
honourable  member  that  his  friends  whdue 
occupying  the  Opposition  benches  jusi  b3». 
and  who  were  ^linisters  a  short  time  ago.  vn 
nearly  all  country  members.  I  shall  vou  k 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  in  Coo- 
mi  t  tee  I  shall  move  in  tho  direction  I  hxn 
indicated. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  am  glad  to  find  that tko 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  is  with  vl 
upon  this  matter,  that  representation  stosi: 
be  upon  the  population  basis.  Untill  cwacw 
this  House  I  thought  the  honourahle  memtei 
was  what  is  called  a  Conservative,  and  oppc^'«s 
these  things  in  toto.  I  wish  to  draw  the  «U£- 
tion  of  the  Government  to  this  point:  iftbfy 
are  going  to  amalgamate  the  district  that  i 
represent — which  has  some  ten  or  twelve  tbos- 
sand  inhabitants — with  a  small  district  of '« 
or  six  thousand,  I  do  not  know  what  kind  '^ 
representation  we  are  going  to  have  at  all. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— This  is  too  impcalacU 
debate  to  be  allowed  to  pass  in  the  humed «»y 
that  the  leaders  of  tho  House  appear  incliBw 
to  pennit.  If  I  remember  the  histcir  rf 
the  late  Kc presentation  Act,  it  was  not  allo«a 
to  bo  read  a  second  time  after  two  or  liK* 
hours'  debate.  When  that  Act  was  passed  t£« 
country  thought,  and  I  believe  themenibcffs 
this  House  thought,  that  it  was  to  settle  tfee 
question  of  representation  for  a  n amber  oi 
years  to  come.  1  believe  the  intention  w  * 
gathered  from  that  Act  was  that  the  principb 
embodied  in  it  were  to  be  continued ;  and  J^^ 
now,  simply  because  a  census  has  been  tai«^ 
and  it  has  been  found  that  a  few  thcus&ffi^ 
of  people  have,  within  the  last  year  or  two,  gor? 
from  the  South  to  the  North,  is  it  to  be  sail 
that  it  is  necessary  to  disturb  the  whole  i| 
tho  electoral  districts  throughout  the  coloE;- 
I  maintain  it  is  not.  I  consider  that,  if  »e«« 
to  take  that  view,  wo  shall  be  disturbing  ^ 
electoral  arrangements  every  time  a  censBS'' 
taken,  and  there  will  thereby  be  cansed  gKJ 
confusion  and  uncortainty  in  the  minds » 
tho  electors  with  regard  to  our  electoral  Is* 
That  is  ono  reason  why  I  am  inclined  at  ]# 
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sent  to  oppose  this  measure.    I  may  say  that 
tho  chief  reason  why  I  shall  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  is  this :  that  the  Premier 
and  llie  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  who  have  sup- 
ported it,  have  declared  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  fill  up  tho  blank  left  in  the  Bill  with  a 
nnmber  which  will  have  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people.    I  believe  that  the  Government  have 
not  arrived  at  a  decision,  or  they  have  not  been 
able  to  come  to  an  agreement  ajnongst  them- 
selves, as  to  what  shall  be  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  future.     They  have  left  it  blank ;  but 
vie  can  gather  from   the   speeches   of    those 
who  support  the  second  reading  that  the  pre- 
sent number  may  be  reduced  by  twenty  or 
twenty-live.    If  we  pass  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  with  that  blank  in  it  we  shall  virtually 
be  affirming  the  principle  that  the  number  of 
jnembors  should  do  reduced.    I  consider  that 
if  the  principle  contained  in  this  Bill  is  to  be 
affii-mcd,  that  the  town  electors  arc  to  have  the 
same  voice  as  the  country'  electors  in  returning 
members,  it  would  be  most  unfair.    The  result 
will  bo  that  the  number  of  members  from  the 
country  will  bo  greatly  reduced,  and  those  from 
the  towns  hardly  reduced  at  all,  because  the 
towns  have  had  a  greater  increase  in  population 
than  the  country.      I    quite  agree  with   the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  when  he  tells  us  that 
the  people  in  towns  have  a  greater  power  of 
organization  than  the  people  in  the  country, 
and  can  press  their  requirements  on  Parliament 
with  much  more  force.     As  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  says,  the  people  in 
the  country  are  engaged  in  the  great  work  of 
colonization,  and  it  is  their  work  that  supports 
the  towns.      They  are   scattered   about,   and 
have  no  means  of  con<progating  and  discuss- 
ing public  questions.     They  have  little  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  the  newspapers,  which  have  a 
beneficial  effect  in  teaching  people  and  edu- 
■catiiig  them  on  the  topics  which  agitate  the 
public  mind.      Tbe  residents  in  the  country 
tlierefore,  I  maintain,  should  have  larger  re- 
presentation in  this  House,  so  that  their  voice 
may  be  heard  to  a  greater  extent  numerically 
than  those  of  the  towns.     I  do  not  know  that 
I  sliould  have  opposed  going  on  with  the  Bill 
had  the  Premier  brought  it  down  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session  and  told  us  that  he  meant 
to  pa,s3  it ;  but  to  bring  it  down  now,  within  a 
lew  days  of  tho  end  of  the  session,  and  ask 
us  to  pass  it   without  discussion,   is   asking 
too  much.    The  honourable  member  himself, 
v.lien  moving  the  second  reading,  forgot  many 
of   the  points   in   the   Bill,   and    had    to    be 
asked  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  *•  What 
-do  you  think  of  that  point  ?     What  have  you 
to  say  about  that  other  point  ?  '*    There  was 
•some  excuse  for  the  Premier,  considering  the 
severe  illness  he  has  been  going  through ;    but 
what  are  we  to  say  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  who  followed  in  the  same  way? 
He,  too,  forgot  many  points  in  the  Bill,  and 
had  to  be  reminded   of  them  by  his  friends. 
There  are  several  most  important  points  which 
have  to  bo  considered  before  we  come  to  a 


decision.  There  is  the  question  of  whether 
representation  is  to  depend  solely  on  popula- 
tion, or  whether  we  shall  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  territory  in  the  matter.  I  do  not 
want  to  take  up  too  much  time  by  going  into 
details,  but  I  should  like  to  point  out  some  of 
the  important  principles  which  this  Bill  con- 
tains which  have  not  been  discussed  by  the 
leaders,  or  by  any  of  the  honourable  members 
who  have  spoken  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
For  example,  if  we  determine  that  representa- 
tion shall  be  on  a  population  basis,  we  have 
then  to  consider  whether  it  shall  be  on  the  male 
adult  population,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  on  the 
basis  of  the  entire  population  of  men,  women, 
and  children ;  for  according  to  this  Bill  they 
are  included.  I  say  that  is  a  vicious  prin- 
ciple, and  one  which  is  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution Act,  which  clearly  laj's  it  down  that 
representation  is  to  be  in  proportion,  not  to  the 
whole  population,  but  to  the  number  of  male 
adults  in  each  district — that  we  are  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  electors  in  each  district  of 
the  colony,  so  as  to  give  to  each  equal  repre- 
sentation. That  is  a  question  which  should  be 
more  fully  discussed  in  the  House  than  it  has 
been  on  this  occasion.  Then  we  come  to  the 
further  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  the 
city  electorates ;  and  I  would  give  this  fair 
consideration.  I  should  be  content  that  they 
should  be  amalgamated,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  proportion  of,  say,  three  to  two  of  popu- 
lation as  compared  with  the  country  —  that 
is  to  say,  that,  if  j'ou  have  a  basis  of  two 
thousand  for  a  country  electorate,  you  should 
have  three  thousand  for  a  town  electorate ;  and 
it  should  be  on  a  basis  of  the  adult  male  popu- 
lation, and  not  on  that  of  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  district.  After  we  have  de- 
termined that,  we  come  to  the  further  ques- 
tion as  to  the  principle  on  which  the  votes  in 
those  amalgamated  districts  shall  be  exercised. 
Should  that  be  by  each  elector  being  allowed 
to  vote  for  one  out  of  tliree  or  four  candidates 
to  be  returned  ?  I  think  that  there  should  be 
no  plumping  at  all.  I  heartily  indorse  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  that,  in  an  electorate  which  re- 
turns, say,  two  or  three  members,  each  voter 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  full  number 
returnable.  That  is  a  question  which  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  thought  out  or  considered  by 
the  draftsman  of  this  Bill.  But  what  has  be- 
come of  the  question  of  tho  representation  of 
seamen  ?  What  has  become  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei,  who  so  strongly  sup- 
ports the  cause  of  the  sailors  ?  I  thought  wo 
should  have  him  coming  forward  and  telling 
us,  as  he  has  so  ably  done  before,  that  he  is  an 
advocate  of  representation  being  given  to  the 
seamen  of  the  colony.  I  have  heartily  sup- 
ported the  claim  of  our  sailors  to  get  a  vote 
since  I  have  been  in  the  House,  and  I  call 
attention  to  that  as  something  which  has  been 
left  wholly  unconsidered  in  this  measure.  This 
is  another  defect  in  this  Bill,  which  has  been 
brought  in  so  hastily.  I  know  the  Premier 
himself  is  a  strong  advocate  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  sailors  in  this  Parliament ;   and  I 


C80 


Rej^rcscKtation  BUI.  [HOUSE.]        Bepftsentation^BiU.      [Are.S 


understood  tho  reason  why  the  honourable 
member  for  Kangitikei  did  not  bring  forward 
his  Seamen  Representation  Bill  thiiB  session 
was  that  we  were  expecting  to  have  a  Bill 
dealing  with  tho  whole  question  of  representa- 
tion, and  that  in  such  a  Bill  we  should  have 
this  very  question  dealt  with.  That  is  another 
reason  why  we  should  hesitate,  at  thitf  late 
period  of  the  session,  to  deal  with  such  a  ques- 
tion in  a  fragmentary  way.  I  do  not  know 
why  we  should  agree  to  the  Board  or  Gommis- 
non  that  is  proposed  to  be  constituted.  I 
have  not  heard  any  good  or  sound  argument 
why  we  should  delegate  one  of  our  most  im- 

rrtant  functions  to  an  irresponsible  Board, 
certainly  think  the  members  of  this  House, 
being  representatives  of  different  parts  of  the 
country,  would  be  better  able  to  define  the 
boundaries  of  the  different  electorates  of  the 
country  than  this  Board  could  be ;  and  that 
part  of  the  Bill  is  one  that  I  shall  oppose  if 
it  ever  passes  its  second  reading.  There  are 
many  more  important  measures  than  this  that 
the  Government  might  have  introduced  this 
session,  and  which  tJ^ey  did  actually  introduce 
and  carry  to  a  certain  stage,  aud  then  aban- 
doned. One  of  the  most  important  Bills  of  the 
session  was  tliat  brought  in  oy  the  fillister  for 
Public  Works — namely,  the  Workmen's  Wages 
Act  Extension  Bill — and  that  was  discharged 
from  the  Order  Paper  last  Thursday.  That  was 
a  Bill  dealing  witn  the  truck  system,  and  we 
see  from  the  newspapers  of  the  colony  that 
that  system  is  rampant,  and  wants  some- 
thing to  check  it.  If  this  is  the  tail-end  of 
the  session,  why  is  it  that  measures  which  tho 
people  were  demanding,  and  which  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  people,  have  liot  been 
pressed  forward  ?  I  shall  conclude  by  saying 
that  I  shall  voto  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  against,  1. 

Mr.  RERR.->I  hope  the  House  will  not  pw 
the  Bill  this  year- at  aU.  I  consider  ths;  :iii 
Bill  having  been  placed  before  the  House,  a£ 
that  it  was  necessary  to  do  this  year  his  bea 
done.  I  think  the  country  should  have  s  nice 
in  this  matter.  I  also  object  to  the  tons 
having  an  advantage  over  the  countzy.  T^ 
towns  are  composed  of  men  who  are  of  mj 
little  advantage  to  the  country— a  large  put  of 
them  are  tho  **  unemployed."  The  coontiT  dis- 
tricts ought  to  be  represented  in  other  nji 
than  that  of  a  population  basis,  becacse  the 
country  is  really  the  support  and  Ufe  of  A» 
oolony.  This  Bill  ought  to  be  thoioo^j  aU 
and  digested  by  the  people  of  the  coxmtrf,  ud 
postponing  it  till  next  year  would  enaUA  tin& 
to  be  done.  As  to  reducing  the  number  of 
members,  what  would  happen,  for  instance,  is 
Nelson  if  the  number  were  reduced  ?  Therein 
only  three  members  now  representing  it ;  M 
if  the  number  of  members  were  redaoed  » 
two,  one  would  come  from  the  town,  and  thi 
country  member  would  have  so  large  an  electo- 
rate that  he  would  never  get  through  it  '^ 
present  member  for  Motueka  has  now  to  go 
many  hundreds  of  miles  through  his  distsct* 
and  if  my  electorate  were  added  to  his  bt 
would  never  get  through  it.  If  the  number  ii 
decreased,  of  course,  as  before,  it  will  be  tb 
weakest  who  will  go  to  the  wall,  andtherepe- 
sentation  of  Nelson  would  again  be  decreiMd. 
This  is  a  matter  which  the  House  ought  ft> 
think  seriously  over.  It  is  proposed  to  ^ 
larger  representation  to  the  North  Um 
towns — to  men  many  of  whom  do  not  belflO| 
to  the  country  at  all — people  hundred  d 
whom  now  have  to  live  on  those  owning  pro- 
perty in  the  country,  and  who  will  be  gif© 
voting-power  equal  to  those  who  have  to  feed 
them.  Of  course  those  people  would  sapwai 
those  candidates  who  would  make  a  ho«u^ 
cry  in  this  House  to  feed  the  unempl^ 
Who  are  the  men  taxed  for  these  unemployw- 
It  is  the  country,  and  not  the  town  people.  It 
is  the  people  in  the  country  who  employ  lal«^ 
and  keep  tho  country  going.  Some  p&rti  a 
the  North  Island  happened  a  short  time  ago  t> 
be  very  prosperous,  and  people  flocked  np  froB 
the  South  and  went  to  Auckland ;  and  now  it 
is  claimed  that  more  representation  shoold  n 
given  to  Auckland  on  account  of  these  peopli 
But  what  havo  these  people  got  in  AucWtfi 
now  ?  Why,  they  are  unemployed  by  hundie* 
and  now  you  want  actually  to  incresM  the 
political  power  of  men  who  are  of  no  benefit  t» 
the  country.    Without  taking  up  the  fiisN  » 


886.]         Bepresentation  Bill.         [HOUSE.]  Bejpresentation  Bill.  681 


he  Honse  further,  I  would  express  the  hope 
bat  this  question  will  be  postponed  for  a  year, 
0  that  the  country  may  thoroughly  consider 
be  Bill,  and  that  advantage  of  it  will  not  be 
ftken  in  this  way. 

Mr.  GOBE. — This  measure  is  so  very  im- 
lortant  that  it  would  take  hours  to  properly 
dscuss  it.  It  makes  great  alteration  in  the 
epresentation  generally,  and  it  amalgamates 
he  city  electorates.  We  find  that  opinion  is 
nuch  divided  on  the  subject,  and  I  think  full 
fpportunity  should  be  given  to  thoroughly  dis- 
IUB8  it.  It  is  not  possible  to  do  so  at  this  late 
war.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  forcing 
be  Bill  through  during  the  present  session. 
Puliament  does  not  expire  until  the  6th  of 
Lugust  next,  and  I  think  it  will  be  quite  time 
mough  to  pass  it  next  session,  and  there  will 
w  more  time  then  to  devote  to  the  purpose. 
U  any  rate,  it  is  too  late  to  finish  the  debate 
io-night,  and  therefore  I  move,  That  the  House 
io  adjourn. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Why  run  the  risk  that  adjoum- 
ng  the  matter  till  next  session  must  occasion? 
[t  is  possible  that  the  Government  will  be 
iefeated  next  session,  and  they  might  ask  for 
ind  get  a  dissolution.  In  that  case,  when 
the  new  House  met  it  would  have  to  pass  the 
Bteporesentation  Act,  and  there  might  be  three 
sessions  within  one  year.  As  to  the  eloquent 
ippeal  made  on  behalf  of  the  countrv  by  the 
iKnioarable  member  for  Waimea,  we  all  recog- 
nize the  value  of  the  country ;  but  what  value 
irould  the  country  be  without  the  towns  ?  Who 
^ves  value  to  the  country  produce  ?  The  un- 
dmployed  of  whom  he  speaks  belong  to  the 
olass  of  people  whose  sk^  gives  value  to  our 
taw  products.  Of  what  ^nSbob  would  a  hide  be 
if  it  was  not  mannfaietured  into  an  article  of 
Dommeice  by  -skilled  labour  in  towns  ?  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  agree  to  the  Bill  being  held 
over  for  another  session.  I  think  opinions  are 
pietty  well  made  up  on  it  already,  and  delay  is 
foite  unnecessary. 

Mr.  SEDDOI?.— I  hope  the  Government  will 
consent  to  the  adjournment.  I  am  prepared 
to  stay  here  a  little  longer,  so  that  a  Bepre- 
sentation Bill  may  be  passed  which  will  reflect 
credit  on  those  now  representing  the  people, 
sad  I  do  not  wish  to  take  away  any  of  their 
rights  from  the  people. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  hope  the  adjournment 
will  be  refused.  The  honourable  member  for 
Knmara  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  address 
the  House  this  evening  if  he  had  chosen.  The 
debate  has  shown  that  there  is  a  general  desire 
not  to  discuss  this  matter  at  any  length,  and  I 
<an  satisfied  there  is  a  great  majority  of  the 
House  in  favour  of  passing  the  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  suggest  that  we  should 
pass  the  second  reading  and  admit  the  prin- 
ciple, and  those  honourable  members  who  de- 
sire to  speak  can  speak  on  the  motion  for 
committal. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  wish  the  principle 
to  be  affirmed  without  debate. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  certain  that  a 
▼wy  large  majority  indeed  are  prepared  to 
affirm  the  principle  and  pass  the  Bill,  and  are 


very  anxious  to  do  it.  I  put  it  to  honourable 
members  whether  it  is  not  reasonable,  at  this 
stage  of  the  session,  to  pass  the  second  reading 
now,  and  to  finish  the  discussion  on  the  motion 
for  committal. 

Mr.  FEBGUS.— I  fail  altogether  to  see  what 
is  to  be  gained  by  having  two  debates.  Now 
that  we  have  started  the  debate,  let  us  afiton 
the  principle  and  end  the  discussion  of  the  Bill 
on  the  second  reading,  and  not  open  the  flood- 
gates of  honourable  gentlemen's  oratory  on  the 
committal.  If  it  were  the  intention  of  the 
Government  simply  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time  and  then  drop  it,  I  should  not  argue  in 
this  strain ;  but  I  understand  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUOKLAND.— What  is  the  use 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  talking 
as  he  has  done,  when  we  know  that  he  has 
been  all  day  carrying  round  a  paper  trying  to 
get  members  to  sign  to  drop  the  Bill?  And 
what  is  the  use  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  talking  as  he  does,  when  he  is  doing 
his  utmost  to  get  the  Bill  shelved  ? 

Mr.  FEBGUS.— I  object  altogether,  and 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUOKLAND.- The  honourable 
member  gets  up  and  says  one  thing  when  he 
means  another.    What 

:Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  member 
must  not  cast  such  imputations  &s  those. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUOKLAND.- Well,  Sir,  I  with- 
draw them.  But,  all  round,  there  has  been 
an  effort  to  kill  this  Bill.  I  suppose  Ministers 
know  it.  All  these  motions  for  adjournment 
are  simply  to  kill  the  Bill.  Was  not  that  the 
object  of  all  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  pressing  round  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  South  just  now — trying  to  prompt 
him  to  make  some  motion  which  would  have 
the  efiect  of  killing  the  Bill  ?  Nearly  all  the 
debate  to-night  has  been  talking  against  time. 
— (Ohl)— It  is  all  very  well  to  say  "  Oh  I" 
and  "  Boo  1"  but  I  know  exactly  how  the  case 
stands.  Those  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
been  prompting,  and  moving,  and  voting  for  the 
diflerent  motions  for  adjournment  do  not  want 
the  Bill  to  pass — they  do  not  want  it  to  pass 
even  the  second  reading — and  the  motions  have 
been  made  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  the 
Bill  would  be  prevented  from  coming  on  again. 
That  is  the  whole  state  of  the  case  so  far  as 
that  goes.  They  simply  wish  now  to  set  the 
House  at  defiance ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  worst 
cases  of  stonewalling  that  we  have  ever  had 
set  up  in  this  House.  There  was  a  time  when 
a  debate  of  this  kind  took  place  before,  and 
members  are  just  as  determined  now.  I  do  not 
intend  to  speak  at  any  length,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  delay  the  passage  of  the  Bill ;  but  I 
may  say  this :  that  a  great  many  members  of 
this  House  are  not  willing  to  see  fairness  done 
between  Island  and  Island.  I  hear  what  goes 
on,  and  I  know  pretty  well  about  certain  things. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waimea  has  been 
pleased  to  call  the  people  in  the  cities  *4oafers  " 
and  "unemployed,"  and  he  also  told  us  that 
the  people  of  the  South  who  went  to  the  North 
are  useless  for  the  purposes  of  colonizatioiP  ^^"^ 
am  very  sorry  the  honourable  membet  d' 
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live  up  our  way,  so  that  he  might  have  the  plea- 
sure of  running  for  a  constituency  up  there. 
What  we  want  to  look  at  is  Uiis :  We  passed 
the  Representation  Act  five  years  ago,  and, 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  a  dissolution  will 
take  place,  Parliament  will  die  just  about  the 
time  that  the  Representation  Act  will  cease  to 
exist. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  W.F.  BUCKLAND.— Well.at  any  rate, 
we  can  only  have  one  session  of  another  Par- 
liament; so  we  must  renew  that  Act,  unless 
we  at  once  pass  a  Bill.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
that  eflforts  are  about  to  be  made  to  keep  the 
North  down,  but  I  believe  there  is  a  determi- 
nation on  the  part  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bers from  the  South  that  justice  shall  not  be 
done  to  the  North  :  and  the  sooner  the  colony 
knows  that  the  better.  I  feel  that  there  is  a 
wider  question  which  ought  to  be  considered. 
We  have  got  to  pass  a  Representation  Act  next 
session,  if  not  this  session.  If  we  do  not,  this 
Parliament  will  expire  about  the  8th  of  August ; 
and  honourable  members  know  what  that 
means,  because  we  sliall  meet  here  about  July, 
and  then  some  honourable  gentlemen  who  are 
so  good  in  the  talking  line  will  be  able  to  talk 
against  time  so  as  to  prevent  any  Act  being 
passed  at  all ;  and  then  wliat  would  happen  ? 
Wo  should  have  to  go  back  to  the  old  Repre- 
sentation Act  that  was  in  force  before  the  Act 
of  1881  was  passed. 

An  Hon.  Membkr. — No. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— Well,  I  have  not 
spoken  during  the  last  four  or  five  days,  being 
anxious  to  get  home ;  but  I  see  very  little  chance 
now  of  getting  home  on  Saturday,  the  day  on 
which  I  wished  to  get  home,  and  therefore  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  stay  here  for  another  fort- 
night. But  I  hold  that  it  is  altogether  unfair 
for  four  members  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
Bill.  If  they  are  in  favour  of  it,  then  let  us 
read  it  a  second  time  ;  if  a  majority  is  not  in 
favour  of  it,  then  let  it  bo  thrown  out. 

An  Hon.  Membkr. — Vote. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— I  do  not  want  the 
vote  to  bo  taken  on  a  side-issue.  Some  honour- 
able members  have  been  trying  the  whole  day 
to  kill  this  Bill.  The  thing  is  preposterous, 
and  I  feel  sorry  that  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  do  it.  I  say  that  tliis  Parliament 
should  not  shirk  its  duty.  The  Government 
have  brought  this  Bill  down.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  are  particularly  anxious  to  pass  it, 
but  I  think  they  should  not  allow  the  tning  to 
be  shelved  in  this  way.  With  regard  to  Native 
representation,  I  am  thoroughly  with  those 
honourable  members  who  are  against  it.  I 
think  there  should  bo  no  special  representation 
of  the  Natives,  but  that  they  should  be  thrown 
in  with  us  in  the  North  Island,  and  that  we 
should  all  be  represented  on  the  population 
basis.  I  am  against  the  amalgamation  of  the 
city  electorates.  I  think  the  beauty  of  our  pre- 
sent system  is  that  it  is  a  single-electorate  sys- 
tem, and  I  hope  we  are  not  going  to  abolish 
that  system.  I  regret  very  much  to  notice 
a  provision  in  this  Bill  which  will  allow  the 
Commissioners  to  amalgamate  country  elec- 
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toratcs  if  they  think  fit.  ThsX  I  belierefiok 
a  great  mistake.  I  also  think  that  the  ooontq 
constituencies  should  be  more  largely  x^n- 
sented  than  the  towns.  The  honou^de  mes- 
ber  for  Thomdon  seems  to  think  that  the  tofn 
people  are  the  only  people  who  send  creditibie 
representatives  to  this  House;  but  I  tfaiDk, 
without  going  into  invidious  comparison,  thU 
the  country  representatives  will  compare  f^iocr- 
ably  with  those  from  the  towns.  I  think  tci^ 
the  country  members  have  more  bnlliant  idtii 
than  the  town  members,  and  that  the  vien 
which  they  advocate  are  better  for  the  coknj 
as  a  whole  than  those  which  are  broaght  is- 
ward  by  the  representatives  from  the  tovsL 
However,  I  will  not  go  into  th&t  qnesBan. 
These  are  my  main  objections  to  the  Bill.  Tm 
question  of  population  as  between  North  i&l 
South,  and  the  gaining  of  extra  votes  to  the 
North,  is  nothing  at  all  to  me ;  but  I  ssy  it 
is  only  fair,  as  we  have  admitted  that  popdv 
tion  should  be  the  basis  of  representation,  ths* 
representation  should  be  varied  from  tim«  to 
time  as  population  varies.  I  shall  be  indisfii 
to  vote  with  the  honourable  member  for  Hoe- 
raki  for  reducing  the  number  of  membezs  a 
the  House,  if  only  with  the  object  of  meetisg 
the  difficulty  which  is  staring  us  in  the  fsoe  i& 
regard  to  expense.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Coa- 
mittee  I  shall  vote  in  the  direction  I  bs?e 
pointed  out.  I  hope  the  Hoase  will  not  be 
misled.  Honourable  members  who  are  geuisg 
up  and  saying  they  have  speeches  to  make  sze 
simply  trying  to  kill  the  Bill.  They  msj  sos- 
ceed ;  but  if  they  do  I  hope  the  House  will 
know  what  they  are  doing  and  why  they  %a 
doing  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— The  honourable  member  far     ; 
Franklin  North  has  accused  me  of  not  wishing     | 
the   Representation  Bill  to  be  passed.    Ths 
only  answer  I  can  make  to  that  is,  thst  the 
leaders  of  the  party  with  whom  I  am  woikinj 
know  that  I  do  want  a  Representation  Bill. 
Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— No. 
Mr.  FERGUS.— I  am  talking  of  theleato 
and  not  of  the  fag-end  of  the  party.   I  «k 
to  have  the  blanks  in  the  Bill  filled  np,  md  I 
want  to  know  the  number  of  men  who  are  to 
be  returned,  and  the  basis  on  which  they  tf« 
to  bo  elected.    That  has  always  been  my  «»• 
tcntion. 

I\Ir.  SEDDON.  —  I  was  referred  to  by  tfce 
lionourablo  member  for  Franklin  North ;  mi 
as  I  generally  carry  on  my  political  warfM* 
fairly  and  aboveboard,  I  should  like  to  point  oat 
that  he  is  entirely  wrong  in  saying  that  I  hiw 
acted  in  on  underhand  maimer  in  connectiaa 
with  this  matter.  I  differ  very  much  fromth* 
Government  for  having  brought  the  Representa- 
tion Bill  forward  at  90  late  a  period  of  the 
session.  My  action  in  the  matter  has  beea 
public,  and  the  memorandimi  referred  to  his- 
been  given  to  the  Press,  so  that  there  has  be» 
nothing  underhand  in  it.  And,  so  thathonoa^ 
able  members  shall  be  fully  aware  of  whAt  I 
have  done,  I  wish  simply  to  say  that  thisd 
the  heading  to  the  paper  which  I  have  asked 
honourable  members  to  sign :  "  We,  the  nndtf- 
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signed  merabcrg  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ore  of  opinion  that,  in  view  of  the  late 
period  of  the  session,  and  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  it  is  inadvisable  that  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill  should  be  proceeded  with  this 
session."  That  is  all  I  wish  to  say.  The 
lound-robin  speaks  for  itself. 

Mr.   HURSTHOUSE.  — I    regret   that  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  North  has 
introduced  into  this  debate    an  angry  spirit 
between  the  North  Island  and  the  South.    I 
should  have    thought    that    that  honourable 
gentleman,   who  belongs  to  this  country  by 
birth,  would  have  regarded  one  Island  with  the 
same  political  feeling  as  the  other.    I  should 
not  have  supposed  that  his  interests  were  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  North  Island.    I  also  am 
a  son  of  this  colony,  and  I  love  one  Island  and 
tho  people  of  that  Island  as  much  as  I  love  the 
other  Island  and  its  people.   At  all  events,  I  am 
not  actuated  in  my  opposition  to  this  Bill  by 
any  feeling  against  one  Island  getting  greater 
representation  than  the  other.    I  am  not  op- 
p(»ed  to  the  North  Island  getting  representa- 
tion ;  for,  on  a  former  occasion,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  you,  Sir,  will  remember,  when  the  pre- 
sent Representation  Act  was  before  the  House, 
I  opposed  it,  although  it  gave  largely-increased 
representation  to  the  Soutli  Island  as  against 
the  North.    The  principle  which  actuated  me 
in  my  opposition  to  that  Bill  also  induces  me 
to  oppose  this  Bill.     I  havo  always  opposed 
representation  according  to  population,  and  I 
suppose  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  until  my 
djing-day.    I  did  it  because  I  think  it  is  a 
wrong  principle,  and  because  I  think  it  will 
lead  this  country  into  grave  errors  and  into 
great   expense.      The    honourable    gentleman 
seems  to  think  that  we  in  the  South  Island  are 
not  willing  to  give  the  North  Island  "fair- 
play,"  as  he  termed  it.    I  think  he  said  also  that 
there  was  a  determination  to  keep  the  North 
down,  and  a  determination  on  tho  part  of  the 
South  to  do  injustice  to  the  North;   and  he 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  party  of  mem- 
bers in  this  House  were  quite  capable  of  block- 
ing  this    measure    if    they  chose   to    do   so. 
We  tried  that  experiment  once,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  came  out  of  it  very  successfully.    I 
do  not  think  that  many  of  us  who  took  part  in 
the  work  of  endeavouring  to  stop  tho  Repre- 
sentation Act  of  1881  would  do  so  on  this  occa- 
sion, though  we  have  always  held  firmly  that 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  and  the  Speaker 
of  that  Parliament  were  wrong,  and  that  their 
action  has  never  been  borne  out  by  precedent. 
Now,  I  have  not  much  to  say  in  reference  to 
this  Bill,  and  certainly  I  have  no  intention  to 
stonewall  it ;  but  I  wish  to  put  on  record  once 
more  my  opinion  that  representation  according 
to  population  is  unfair,  and  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.    It  appears  to  me  that 
its  effect  will  be  to  throw  tho    Government 
of  the  country  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the 
centres  of  population.   Now,  were  these  centres 
peopled    by    a    manufacturing    population    I 
should  not  see  so  much  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal.    But  that  is  not  tlio  case.    The  resi- 
dents in  towns  aro  mostly  distributors;  and,  in 


my  opinion,  though  tlioy  are  not  less  intelligent 
than  people  who  live  in  the  country,  still  the 
circumstances  are  such  that  they  are  more 
easily  represented  in  larger  numbers  by  single 
individuals  in  Parliament  than  are  people  in 
the  country.  When  you  look  at  the  numerous 
advantages  which  the  citizens  havo  who  dwell 
in  boroughs,  when  you  remember  that  they 
have  a  Press  which  guides  and  leads  publio 
opinion,  when  you  remember  that  they  have 
numerous  opportunities  of  meeting  together 
without  difficulty,  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  they  can,  as  it  were,  enforce  their 
opinions  on  the  mind  of  this  House  in  a  man- 
ner which  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  people 
who  live  in  sparsely-settled  parts  of  the  coun- 
try should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing. 
It  is  much  more  easy  for  the  people  who  live 
in  the  towns  to  have  their  opinions  expressed, 
as  it  were,  by  one  person's  utterances  than  it 
is  for  the  people  m  the  country ;  and  so  it 
comes  about  that  the  people  in  the  towns  have 
enormous  political  advantages  over  the  people 
in  the  country.  I  have  always  been  of  opimon 
that  the  Representation  Act  of  1881  has  been 
a  great  failure,  because  it  has  never  carried 
out  what  it  pretended  to  carry  out.  We  have 
not  had  representation  according  to  popula- 
tion in  tho  true  sense.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  six  thousand  was  the  quota  for  & 
town  constituency  in  that  Bill,  and  we  have 
had  the  Borough  of  Lyttelton  represented  for 
many  years,  with  a  population  of  four  thousand, 
while  within  twenty-one  miles  of  it  there  are 
city  constituencies  with  more  than  double  that 
population.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  must 
regard  what  I  call  community  of  interests. 
We  have  districts  in  this  colony  with,  perhaps, 
only  three  or  four  thousand  people,  who  are 
distinct  and  separate  from  all  the  rest  of  Now 
Zealand.  Their  trade  is  not  with  their  neigh- 
bours, and  their  communication  is  by  water, 
and  their  interests  are  entirely  different  from 
the  interests  of  those  only  a  few  miles  distant 
from  them.  Then,  the  inconvenience  which 
another  change  will  cause  to  the  country  is 
another  objection  to  the  Bill.  Apparently  we 
are  to  have  a  redistribution  of  seats  every  three 
years.  If  that  is  to  bo  the  caso,  people  in  the 
country  will  never  know  what  it  is  to  bo.  Then, 
I  understood,  when  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed, 
it  was  to  remain  in  operation  till  1887 ;  and,  in 
fact,  there  is  a  clause  in  tho  Act  which  says  so 
in  so  many  words.  It  is  not  1887  yet,  and  I 
can  see  no  reason  except  one  why  this  Bill 
should  be  passed  this  session,  and  I  presume 
I  am  right  in  concluding  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  is  anxious  to  have  the  Bill 
passed  now  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  will 
give  to  the  North  Island  three  more  repre- 
sentatives than  it  at  present  possesses,  and  I 
presume  he  anticipates  some  advantage  from 
that.  I  fail  entirely  to  see  why  the  mere  fact 
of  changing  three  members  from  one  Island  to 
the  other  should  have  such  an  effect,  because 
members  should  come  here  to  represent  New 
Zealand,  and  not  any  particular  people. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  not  my  object 
in  tho  least. 
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Mr.  HURSTHOURE.  —  That  is  the  only 
reason  that  could  come  to  my  mind. 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  are  a  very  poor 
hand  at  reasoninff,  then. 

Mr.  HUKSTHOUSE.  — I  have  nothing 
further  to  say,  except  that  the  Premier  has 
misled  the  House  to  a  certain  extent.  I  under- 
stood him — when  he  was  asked  early  in  the 
session  hy  the  honourable  member  for  E^^nont 
whether  he  intended  to  bring  down  a  Repre- 
sentation Bill — to  say  that  he  intended  to  bring 
one  down,  but  to  leave  it  over  till  next  session 
before  being  finally  passed.  I  had  no  idea  he 
had  any  intention  of  forcing  on  this  Bill  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  the  effect  of  which 
will  be  detrimental  to  much  more  useful 
legislation,  which  is  now  likely  to  be  shelved. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

Mr.  ROSS  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  will  accept  the  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  as  it  is  quite 
clear  that  little  progress  can  be  made  to-night, 
and  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  force  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  10th  August,  1886. 


First  Rcadiiic— Second  Road iiiR— Third  ReadinRS— 
Mining  Jiill  -Ciovornnu'iit  Lifo  Insurance  Hill— 
Counties  iii  11— Local  Bodii's'  Finance  and  Powers 
Bill— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Stamp  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill. 

•       THIRD  READINGS. 
Deeds    and   Instruments   Registration   Bill, 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  Hospi- 
taJs  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill. 

MINING  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  the 
third  time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  was  understood  to 
say, — Sir,  before  that  question  is  put,  I  would 
like  to  take  notice  of  some  remarks  that  were 
made  in  reference  to  this  Bill  at  a  former 
stage.  It  was  then  stated  that  the  provisions 
inserted  in  this  Bill  for  the  preservation  and 
safety  of  those  employed  would  impose  diflS- 
culties  in  working  the  mining  works  provided 
for  in  this  Bill.    I  think  the  safety  and  health 


of  the  people  employed  ought  to  be  the  faii 
thing  to  be  token  into  considezatioiL  Ait 
matter  of  fact,  the  Coal-mines  Bill  inttodsoi 
by  the  Minister  of  Mines  contained  a  pnmsoi 
authorizing  the  employment  abo^  gnxa^d 
women,  young  persons,  and  children. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— It  does,  I  ban 
the  Bill  in  my  hand,  and  I  say  that  the  M 
did  contain  t^at  provision.  I  will  read  it 
[Clause  read.]  It  is  true  that  on  the  sgoobI 
reading  of  this  Bill  there  were  certain  obsen- 
tions  made  in  favour  of  striking  thii  oot  Yd 
this  is  proposed  by  the  present  Govenuaa^ 
A  Government  which  is  supposed  to  be  &  L^ 
ral  Government  contemplated  and  appmd 
the  em]9loyment  of  women  and  yoong  i^dgoi 
and  children  above  ground  in  mining  ope» 
tions  !  I  say  this  provision  was  in  the  orSpai 
Bill;  but  it  was  stmck  out  on  the  seeai 
reading  in  another  place.  It  is  a  lar 
sad  thing  to  find  snch  a  thing  oonteniplstrf 
in  this  country.  To  think  that,  after  fortr 
years*  settlement,  we  should  have  oome  te 
such  a  pitch  that  employment  is  to  be  kad 
for  women,  young  persons,  and  children  in  ikt 
mines  above  ground !  Is  this  the  soit  of  ec- 
ployment  fit  for  women  and  young  peisos 
and  children  ?  Certainly  not.  The  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whits^er  gave  ns  a  descripttoa  d 
the  employment  of  women  and  childicniB 
the  mines  of  Cornwall.  I  never  heaid  d 
this  kind  of  emplov-ment  being  resorted  te 
except  in  terms  of  regret  that  such  thiofi 
wore  possible.  I  believe,  myself,  that  br  tk 
Mining  Bill  it  is  illegal  to  employ  tb<se  pecfU 
at  all,  although  I  am  not  certain  whether  it 
is  made  illegal  by  the  Coal-mines  Bill.  Tha, 
it  is  said  that  the  forbidding  of  such  empkif- 
ment  will  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  icdos- 
try.  I  do  not  agree  with  that  at  nil.  h  ^ 
also  s€iid  that  many  companies  have  met  i^ 
disaster  owing  to  this  restriction ;  but  the  i^ 
son  I  should  give  for  the  disaster  that  ocesn 
to  most  of  those  companies  is  tiiat,  instead  d 
following  the  old-fashioned  plan  where  ^e^ 
considered  they  went  into  a  fair  nndertak^ 
and  only  worked  it  out  according  to  tbea 
means,  those  companies  have  shown  a  nle 
desire  to  abuse  the  law  of  unlimited  liability ; 
and  that  is  why  they  have  come  to  disastet 
I  doubt  whether  one  company  of  this  tioA 
really  intends,  at  the  start,  to  work  it  oat  to 
a  successful  issue.  What  is  intended  is,  br 
attractive  prospectuses,  to  promote  the  under- 
taking and  make  money  out  of  it,  and  they  do 
not  care  about  the  success  of  the  company « 
otherwise :  in  fact,  it  would  rather  suit  tfafii 
better  that  it  should  fail  than  that  it  shc^ 
succeed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  qaesticm 
I  am  referring  to  now  is  the  disturbing eiemat 
between  the  employers  and  their  workmen: 
but  I  do  not  look  to  that  as  the  real  cause  o^ 
the  failure  of  tho  workings.  That,  however, 
is  not  a  question  which  is  involved  to  any  ^ 
extent  in  this  question.  I  should  not  bait 
risen  to  make  these  few  remarks  had  it  oo( 
been  for  the  observations  which  were  made  oa 
a  former  occasion. 
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The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— There  is  one 
point  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  jnst  sat  down  referred  on  which  I  entirely 
florae  with  him,  and  that  is  that  a  dissertation 
'  on  ^e  failure  of  companies  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  Bill.    I  do  not,  however,  understand 
all  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
saying.   His  speech  has  been  a  sort  of  "  omnium 
gatherum  " — a  reference  to  matters  of  all  de- 
scriptions.   Had  he  delivered  it  at  the  evening 
sitting  I  might  have   understood  the  source 
which  had  inspired  it;   but  he  has  been  in- 
spired in  some  way  to  talk  in  the  way  he  has 
done  about  everything.    It  appears  to  me  that 
his  object  was  to  say  something  against  the 
Government  in  regard  to  this  Bill.    There  was 
a  discussion  in  Committee  over  the  clauses  to 
which  he    has    referred,   but  they  were  not 
altered;  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  say  something,  either 
against  the  Government  or  against  the  Bill,  or 
with  regard  to  some  honourable  gentleman  in 
particular — he  omitted  to  say  which  it  was ;  and 
I  would  point  out  for  his  information  that  these 
clauses  are  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as 
they  were  in  when  they  were  brought  in.    But 
why  he  should  waste  the  time  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  talk — I  will  not  say  nonsense,  but  to 
talk  in  the  way  he  did  on  what  was  altogether 
outside    the   question    before    the   Council,  I 
cannot  conceive.      With  regard  to  coal-mines, 
everybody    knows  that  women  and    children 
and  young  persons  are  not  employed  about 
them;  and  therefore  no  question  was  raised 
as  to  similar  clauses  in  the  Coal-mines  Bill. 
But,  as  regards  other  mining,  such  as  copper, 
lead,  tin,  and  so  on,  women  and  children  are 
employed — ^in  England,  but  not  as  yet  here,  so 
far  as  I  know — not  below,  but  above  ground; 
and  I  want   to  know  whether  that  employ- 
ment is  injurious  to  them  in  any  way  what- 
ever.    The  work    is  of  the  lightest  possible 
character.     The  ore  is  brought  np  from  the 
mine,  and  broken  up  into  small  pieces  and 
picked  by  the  fingers.     A  boy  or  a  woman 
will  do  more  than  a  man  will  do  in  a  day ;  and 
for  as  to  interfere  with  these  persons  earning  a 
httle  money  for  themselves  would  be  a  most 
mireasonable  thing  to  do.    Men  with  families 
of  children  can  supplement  their  wages    by 
employing  them  for  three  or  four  hours  a  day 
in  this  maimer.     It  is  not  arduous  or  con- 
tinuons  work.    To  hear  the  honourable  gentle- 
man talk,  one  would  think  that  they  were 
expected  to  carry  copper-ore  on  their  backs,  or 
drag  trollies,  or  do  something  of  an  unreason- 
able character.    But  I  do  say  this :  that  we 
are  getting  into  a  state  of  limiting  everybody's 
liberty  to  do  as  he  likes.      Unless  you  can 
show   that  there  if  something  wrong  or  de- 
teriorating to  the  people  concerned,  you  should 
allow  them  to  do  as  they  like.    I  believe  in 
giving  the  fullest  liberty ;  I  believe  in  permitting 
people,    under  reasonable   restrictions,  to  do 
nrhat  they  like.    To  attempt  to  tie  everybody 
iown  by  Acts  of  Parliament  is  a  most  mons- 
^us  thing,  and  it  is  in  that  direction  we  are 
;oing.     I  believe  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
OULQ  would  be  in  favour  of  tying  people  down 


as  to  what  they  should  eat  and  drink.  I  say 
that  is  a  state  of  things  into  which  we  ought 
not  to  get.  It  is  perfectly  right  that  Uie  State 
should  limit  the  employment  of  children  where 
it  is  calculated  to  do  them  harm;  but,  where 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the 
income  of  their  parents  without  any  injury  to 
themselves,  it  is  better  that  they  G^ould  be  al- 
lowed to  do  that  than  run  about  wild  doing 
nothing.  I  say  we  are  doing  a  wrong  if  we 
place  on  them  limits  in  that  way.  It  is  true  that 
we  have  not  on  any  occasion,  so  far  as  I  know, 
employed  women  or  children  in  mining  in  this 
country.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  instcmce  in 
which  that  has  been  done ;  but  my  honourable 
friends  from  the  West  Coast  will  be  able  to 
tell  us  whether  we  have  done  so  there  or 
not.  All  I  said  in  reference  to  the  clauses  in 
question  when  they  were  before  us  on  a  former 
occasion  was  that  the  time  might  come  when 
it  would  be  necessary  or  advantageous  to  a  man 
that  his  family  should  be  employed  in  doing 
some  light  work,  as  is  done  in  Cornwall.  Does 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  know  that  on 
the  Continent  women  and  children  are  em- 
ployed in  the  fields  in  every  direction  ?  What 
are  we  to  come  to  ?  Are  we  to  pass  an  Act  to 
say  when  we  shall  get  up  in  the  morning,  and 
what  time  we  shall  go  to  bed,  and  what  time  we 
shall  have  our  dinner?  What  could  be  more 
unreasonable  ?  The  other  dav  one  honourable 
gentleman  in  this  Council  told  us  of  the  case 
of  a  man  who  found  that  he  could  not  employ 
his  children  in  the  factories  of  this  colony,  and, 
as  he  could  not  earn  his  living  here  under 
those  circumstances,  he  had  to  go  to  Mel- 
bourne in  order  to  find  employment  for  them. 
By  going  so  far  in  this  direction  we  are  doing  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  to  the  people  themselves, 
and  a  great  deal  of  mischief  to  the  State.  I 
have  nothing  to  say  against  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  had  thought  it  would  have  gone 
without  further  discussion,  and  it  is  only  on 
account  of  my  honourable  friend  getting  up 
and  attacking  me  in  the  way  he  has  done  that 
I  have  said  anything  that  may  have  delayed 
the  progress  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY. —I  will  not 
detain  the  Council  for  more  than  a  minute, 
except  to  refer  to  what  I  imderstand  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson  has  said  about  me.  I  may  say 
that  my  honourable  friend's  remarks  were  quite 
inaudible  to  me,  and  it  was  only  through  the 
reference  of  the  last  speaker  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  made  an  attack  on  the  Government  for 
having,  as  he  said,  inserted  the  clause  in  re- 
ference to  the  employment  of  women  and 
children  that  I  know  that  was  the  case.  But  I 
say  he  is  quite  wrong.  How  this  clause  came 
into  the  Bill  I  cannot  say.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  look  at  the  204th  clause  ho 
will  find  that  "  No  female  of  any  age,  and  no 
male  child  under  the  age  of  twelve  years,  shall 
be  employed  for  hire  in  any  capacity  in  or 
about  any  mine."    Nothing  can  be  plainer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Look  at  the  Coal- 
mines Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— We  are  now 
discussing  the  Mining  Bill,  which  relates  to 
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mining  for  gr>l(l  ami  other  mctah,  and  I  may 
say  I  was  suiprisod  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  rambling,  oa  ho  did  in  his  speech, 
from  tlio  Mining  Bill  to  the  Coal-mines  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  would  like  to  say, 
as  the  matter  has  been  referred  to,  that  tho 
provision  relating  to  the  employment  of  women 
and  children  was  introduced  by  tho  Qoldficlds 
Committee.  It  was  found  in  ono  case  that 
was  mentioned  to  the  Committeo  that  a  man*s 
wife  was  in  tho  habit  of  helping  her  husband 
to  get  out  the  coal,  and  it  wan  thouj^ht  it  would 
bo  very  hard  to  deprive  that  poor  woman  of  the 
right  to  help  her  husband.  As  to  this  matter, 
I  do  not  seo  why  a  family  should  not  be 
allowed  to  assist  their  father  by  chopping  up 
tho  stone  and  washing  it  in  the  cradle.  There 
is  more  than  one  man  who  eniplovs  his  boys 
in  gathering  up  the  stone  and  washing  the  gold 
in  tho  cradle,  and  there  is  more  than  ono 
family  who  aro  making  their  living  in  that 
way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIA^ISON.— The  honour- 
able  gentleman  told  us  that  work  is  not  very 
plentiful ;  and  to  prevent  pe(»plo  from  taking 
such  work  a.s  they  can  get  is  probably  to  keep 
them  hungr}*.  I  think  it  wouhl  be  mncli  more 
in  keeping  with  the  eflorts  of  some  genilenicn 
if  they  would  point  out  .some  work  whicli  these 
people  could  take.  A  great  many  females  are 
lookjppj  for  employment  in  this  country,  and 
there  aro  very  few  employments  that  are  suit- 
able for  them.  I  think  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man v.ould  devise  means  for  employing  all 
cloKsos  of  the  community  he  would  do  a  groat 
deal  more  good  than  in  pointing  out  what  they 
should  not  do. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  BAHNICOAT.— Although  the 
question  before  the  Council  is  not  as  to  tho 
advi.-»al)ility  or  oLherwiso  of  employing  females 
in  mines,  I  may  bo  allowed  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  a  subject  which  is  familiar  to  me  from 
long  experience.  I  ha%'e  for  many  years  been 
very  familiar  with  tho  mining  districts  of  Corn- 
wall, and  I  can  only  say  that  women  are  there 
omployed  in  very  large  numbers  indeed,  both 
to  their  own  benefit  and  to  that  of  tho  com- 
munity. They  are  far  indeed  from  being 
objects  of  commiseration.  They  aro  healthily 
omployed  in  open  sheds  for  a  few  hours  a  day. 
I  have  never  heard  a  word  of  condemnation  in 
reference  to  this  employment — as  to  its  mis- 
chievous effects  in  any  way ;  and  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  to  them  indeed  if  they  were 
debarred  from  being  so  employed. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
Tho  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said, — The  subject- 
matter  of  this  Bill,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  ono 
which  has  been  carefully  considered  by  every 
member  of  this  Council,  and  especially  by  any 
ono  who  has  an  interest  in  tho  Government 
Life  Insurance  Association.  Notwithstanding 
that  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  it  myself, 
I  have  given  tho  matter  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sideration. We  know  well,  from  what  we  have 
iicard  outside,  that  this  Bill  is  one  which  the  j 
Hon,  Mr,  Buckley 


policy-holders  consider  necessary.    The  oi^ 
of  the  present  Bill  is  to  carry  into  e&«e  tiNJ 
report  of  a  Select    Committee  of  tlse  ofi^ 
House,  which  investigated  the  whole  sibfl%\ 
matter  of  this  Bill,  and  also  to  cany  oat  ^ 
wish  of  the  policy-holders  as  expressed  it  il 
poll  taken  recently  in  the  City  of  Welilagta^ 
when  by  a  very  large  majority  it  was  dtm-i 
mined  that  the  old  state  of  alfaiis  shoeld  ki 
restored.      The  present  Bill   practicalir  ^ 
looses  to  rc-onact  the  Act   of  1871,  wi&  ow 
or  two  exceptions ;   and  these  exceptiam  sas 
provided  for  in  sections  14,  19,  and  22.   T^\ 
are  also  provided  for  by  an  Act,  whidi  ym 
passed  in  1834,  and  which  ran  hand-in-hsi^» 
to  speak,  with  tho  Govermnent  Life  InssESBKi 
Association  Act — namely,  "  13ie  Life  InssiuBt  i 
Policies  Act,  1884."    It  is  intended  that  1^| 
measure   shall    come    into    operation  oa  t^j 
1st  October;    and   as  soon   as  it   comes  tb». 
operation    the    Act    of    1884    will    cease  »^ 
exist.     On   that   taking    place   the  whdit  i 
the  property  vested  in  the  Board  will  umoer 
diateiy   become  vested    in    Her   Majesty  thi 
Queen,  and  all  the  obligations  and  liabulia 
incurred  by  the  Board  are  to  be  liabilioaSs 
which  the  Commissioner  appointed  under  tb 
Act  will  have  to  take  upon  himself  the  respsa- 
sibility.    It  is  provided  by  this  Bill  that  tk 
wholo  of  tho  officers  of  the  institntion  ^aS 
not  lose  their  status  as  Civil  servants  bceaia 
of  the  change  which  has  taken  place,  and  ^ 
tho  salaries  they  are  at  present  receivixig  sb^ 
be  maintained  by  appropriation  made  ^tk- 
General  Assembly.    There  is  a  provision  in  tiw 
Bill  to  which  I  should  like  to  call  the  a^aa- 
tion  of  the  Council,  and  that  is  clause  9.   % 
section  45  of  the  Act  of  1874  provision  is  aa^ 
by  which  the  Governor  in  Council  xaaycca' 
accounts    to    be    investigated    by    acfsaiKS. 
Tliat  is  now  being  done  in  London.    Tb«  re- 
port has  not  yet  reached  the  cdony.   It^ 
pears  that  that  report  will  have  to  be  bud  ea 
the   tables    of    both  Houses    of    the  G^aesil 
Assembly  before  any  distribution  of  foads  eaa 
take  place  ;  but,  as  that  report  has  not  tsu^ 
the   colony,  it  is  proposed  that   the  amossl 
whicli  the  actuaries  say  the  policy-holders SR 
entitled  to  shall  be  distributed  as  the  Gotes- 
ment  may  think  proper,  upon  an  order  of  tk^ 
Go^'e^nor  in   Council.     As  soon   as  this  El 
becomes  law,  and  as  soon  as  the  institntico  ba 
returned,  so  to  spoak,  to  its  former  positioD.  it 
is  intended  that  not  less  than    one -half  A 
the  funds   shall  be  invested   in    Goveimas^ 
securities  or   the  securities    of  local  haSass; 
part  mav  bo  lent,  as  far  as  I  remember,  to  ^ 
policy-holders  themselves  on  the  secuiitj  of 
their  policies ;  and  the  remainder  on  mcdgafi 
securities  on  freehold  property.    PortheiRff- 
pose  of  looking  after  and  managing  the  infest- 
mcnts  on  freehold  property  a  Board  is  to  bi 
constituted.    That  Board  is  to  consist  of  t^ 
Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Solicitor-General,  tbi 
Surveyor- General,   the   Property- tax  CoiniaB- 
siouer,  the  Public  Trustee,  and  the  Comms- 
sioner  of  tho  department  for  tho  time  beisf* 
It  is  provided  that  before  any  money  is  1«bJ 
on  freehold  securities  the  Board  shall  be  notf^ 
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8.  I  remember  that  last  session  a  resolu- 
in  favoar  of  the  course  provided  for  in 
Bill  was  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock, 
th  was  almost  scouted  by  the  Council ;  but 
ok  on  it  as  being  now  the  desire  of  the 
leil,  as  it  is  of  the  poUcy-holdors,  that  the 
state  of  things  should  be  restored.  Of 
Be  I  am  merely  expressing  the  views  as 
essed  by  the  policy-holders,  and  by  a  Gom- 
ee  of  another  place ;  and  I  believe  I  shall  be 
lolting  the  wishes  of  all  persons  interested 
lis  matter  if  I  ask  the  Council  to  read  this 
a  second  time. 

tie  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  rise  for 
porposo  of  objecting  to  the  second  reading 
BIB  Bill,  because  I  am  one  of  the  policy- 
lets,  and  I  voted  for  the  Association  return- 
k>  the  Government ;  and  I  did  so  because 
former  Act,  bv  the  introduction  of  the 
tical  element,  has  so  bungled  the  affair 
i  It  is  necessary  to  do  something.  When  in 
irely  business  matter  you  come  to  introduce 
political  element,  as  has  been  done  in  this 
),  certainly  you  begin  to  find  that  the  whole 
\g  is  bungled,  and  that  the  unfortunate 
oy-holders  and  the  Government  are  bound 
Dfier.  I  am  not,  however,  going  into  those 
iters  of  purchases  which  have  been  talked 
nuch  about ;  and  I  am  not  going  into  the 
iter  of  any  dispute,  except  in  some  cases 
ch  have  come  under  my  own  personal  ob- 
ration,  where  the  Board  were  kept  as  a  sort  of 
Is  to  register  the  edicts  of  one  man,  showing 
force  of  will  of  one  man  on  the  Board.  As 
as  the  investment  of  those  moneys  is  con- 
ned, as  a  policy-holder — and  I  know  that  I 
ik  the  views  of  a  large  number  of  the  policy- 
Sers — ^I  say  that  the  colony  which  gives  this 
nntee  is  entitled  to  make  something  out  of 
i  insurance  business,  and  a  large  proportion 
ihe  poUcy-holders  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
invest  all  the  money  in  Government  deben- 
es  at  4  per  cent. ;  and  I  will  show  why.  In 
X  investment  there  is  no  expense,  and  there 
no  trouble.  If  you  go  to  invest  money  on 
aholds  you  have  the  inevitable  result  which 
have  seen.  I  have  heard  that  while  the 
ndation  was  under  the  Board  every  one 
B  scheming  to  smuggle  bad  securities  on  to 
I  Board.  When  one  hears  this  all  round, 
B  begins  to  feel  that  these  securities  might  be 
Kked  through ;  and  these  bad  securities  were, 
■slieve,  in  some  cases,  nearly  worked  through, 
erefore  I  hold  that,  whatever  it  may  be  now, 
ill  events  there  should  have  been  no  power 
der  the  former  Board  to  invest  moneys  in 
«hold  securities,  and  I  opposed  that  clause 
ty  bitterly  when  the  Board  was  going  through 
B  House :  and  we  have  seen  the  result  of  its 
eration.  There  is  a  considerable  expense  in 
iding  on  freehold  securities,  and  it  would  be 
ry  much  more  satisfactory,  in  my  opinion,  if 
a  funds  were  all  invested  in  Government 
bentnres,  with  the  exception  of  certain  ad- 
noes  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  carry 
I  the  work  of  the  Association — that  is,  loans 
I  policies.  It  will  continue  necessary  for  this 
Btitution  to  do  something  in  that  way,  be- 
ttse  other  institutionB  do  it,  and  this  Associa- 


tion cannot  be  behindhand  in  that  matter. 
Under  regulations  they  may  with  safety  make 
certain  loons  on  policies.  Even  with  all  the 
safeguards — and  I  admit  they  are  fairly  good 
safeguards — ^I  submit  that  it  would  be  better  to  • 
do  away  with  these  freehold  securities.  As  to  ^ 
making  loans,  the  following  came  under  my 
observation.  The  Government  Insurance  funds, 
and  the  Government  were  too  flush  of  money. 
They  went  and  asked  a  bank  to  take  £50,000 
on  fixed  deposit.  The  bank  declined  to  take 
it ;  but  on  consideration  it  agreed  to  take 
£25,000.  When  the  deposit  came  due,  the 
Board  passed  a  resolution  to  renew  it,  getting 
an  Order  in  Council  to  make  it  legal.  Find- 
ing, I  presume,  that  the  Government  required 
money,  a  party  representing  them  moved  that 
the  advice  of  the  solicitors  should  be  taken  as 
to  its  legality.  The  solicitors  said  that  it  was 
illegal;  and  the  deposit  was  withdrawn  and 
was  placed  in  another  bank.  If  it  was  legal 
to  put  it  in  one  bank  it  was  legal  to  put  it  in 
another.  It  left  a  larger  rate  of  interest — 
namely,  6  per  cent. — and  the  one  it  went  into 
only  paid  3  per  cent,  as  it  went  into  the  general 
funds  of  the  Government ;  consequently  the 
Insurance  would  not  got  a  larger  interest  than 
that  allowed  to  the  Grovemment  themselves. 
This  is  the  way  the  Insurance  funds  were 
knocked  about.  So  that,  I  hold,  if  this  Coun- 
cil laid  down  a  rule  that  the  Insurance  funds 
should  be  invested  in  Government  securities  at 
a  certain  rate  and  in  no  other  way,  they  would 
be  so  invested,  and  we  should  hear  no  more 
about  it.  I  hold,  myself,  that  if  you  had 
cleared  all  the  political  element  out  of  this 
Act,  and  placed  it  as  it  was  before,  and  pre- 
vented one  political  party  "  stumping  '*  against 
another,  the  Bill  would  have  worked  fairly  well, 
and  the  institution  could  have  been  managed 
the  same  as  any  other  institution  is  managed ; . 
and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  political  ele- 
ment being  introduced  into  the  matter  that  the 
whole  arrangement  was  spoiled  by  which  the 
Government  sought,  at  some  future  time,  to 
gradually  clesbr  out  of  their  own  hands  this 
Association ;  and  I  am  afraid,  with  all  the  com- 
petition there  is  now,  that  even  under  the  pre- 
sent auspices  it  will  not  be  managed  as  well  as 
an  institution  conducted  purely  and  solely  on 
its  own  basis,  and  studying  simply  the  interests 
of  the  policy-holders.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  else  in  the  Bill  but  what  might  be 
fairly  allowed  to  pass.  All  I  wish  to  sidd  is  thai 
the  unfortunate  policy-holders,  seeing  the  way 
in  which  the  whole  concern  was  being  knocked- 
about,  could  take  no  other  course  than  what 
they  did.  Their  only  safe  policy  was  to  vote  to- 
hand  the  institution  back  to  the  Government. 
That  is  the  reason,  I  believe,  that  the  majority 
of  the  policy-holders  voted  in  the  way  they  did 
— to  get  out  of  the  mess  they  were  in  at  tho^ 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  should  jusk 
like  to  reply  to  one  or  two  objections  that 
have  been  raised  by  my  honoiurable  friend  Mr. 
McLean.    The  honourable  gentleman  was  good^ 
enough  to  inform  me   of  the    change  of  f-' 
deposit  of  money  from  one  bank  to  ano' 
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I  may  explain  that  this  matter  was  referred  to 
the  solicitor  to  the  Association,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  only  bank  that  the  money  could 
be  deposited  in  was  where  the  Government 
money  was  kept.  That  was  the  only  reason 
for  the  change.  With  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  properties,  the  honourable  gentleman  need 
not  be  apprehensive  on  that  score  for  the 
future,  becauho  this  Bill,  as  I  ought  to  have 
mentioned  when  moving  the  secoml  reading  of 
the  Bill,  contains  a  clause — clause  14 — which 
pfovides,— 

**  The  following  proviso  is  hereby  added  to 
■ectiou  thirty-nine  of  '  The  (lovcrnmcnt  In- 
surance and  Annuities  Act,  1874 : '  Provided 
that  expenditure  on  the  purchase  of  sites  and 
buildings  or  on  buildings  shall  be  paid  out  of 
sums  appropriated  for  the  purpose  from  time 
to  time  bv  the  General  Assembly." 

That  will  prevent  any  question  of  that  kind 
arising  for  the  future.  I  merely  wished  to  make 
these  short  explanations,  so  that  mylionour- 
-able  friend  need  not  be  under  any  apprehen- 
sion as  to  the  position. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IX   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  11. — Other  part  of  such  mone3's  may 
be  lent  to  policy-hokU'rs  and  on  mortgage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  sub- 
section (2)  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  tho  question, 
'*'  That  tho  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  21. 
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Reynolds 
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Martin 

Shrimski 

Brett 

Peacock 
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Buckley 
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Walker 

Campbell 

Pollen 

Whi  taker 

Digiian 

Reeves 
Noes,  9. 

Williams. 

Praser 

Mcnzies 

Robinson 

Johnson,  G. 

R. 

Miller 

Williamson 

J^Iantell 

McLean 

Wilson. 

Majority  for, 

12. 

Subsection  retained. 

Bill  reportec 

,  and  read  a  third  time. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  : — 
"Reasons  of  the    House   of   Representatives 
for  disagreeing  with  the  Amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  Sections  46, 
47,  157,  181,  185,  195,  289,  291,  and  313  of 
the  Counties  Bill. 
•'  As  to  the  new  paragraphs  added  to  section 
46:  First,  that  the  proposed  method  of  adjust- 
ing the  representation  will  prove  entirely  un- 
workable ;   second,  that  the  provision  conllicts 
with  tho  previous  part  of  the  section. 

"As  to  section  47:  The  limit  of  one  month 

is  insufficient  time  to  allow  the  Council  to  carry 

-out  what  is  required  by  special  order.     If  two 

xnonths  were  proposed,  that  might  bo  accepted. 

Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 


•*  As  to  section  157 :  That  tiie 
made  is  an  infringement  of  the  | 
this  House,  and  the  Honse  trusts  that  ^i, 
be  a  sufficient  reason  to  indace  the  Cooaci  \ 
waive  its  amendment.  i 

"  As  to  section  181  (new  paxagzaphs) :  ^SU 
the  Honse  recognizes  the  need  of  sane  sm 
provision  as  has  been  added  by  the  Coa^ 
it  may  happen  that  the  Chairman  maj  M 
have  received  the  yearly  balance-sheeU  ^ 
statements.  The  paragraph  would  be  umH 
jcctionable  if  the  words  *  if  received  \j  di| 
Chairman  or  Council  *  were  inserted  bstn^ 
the  words  *  not '  and  *  published  *  in  iht  soeaad 
line  of  the  new  paragraph,  and  if  a  'pttm 
were  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  last  rT»(iwfj 
to  tho  following  effect :  *  Provided  alwavf  M 
the  Chairman  shall  not  ho  liable  to  anypffiiii 
if  he  has  not  received  the  balance-sheet,  sad 
ment,  or  exceptions  respectively.* 

''  As  to  section  185 :  The  limit  to  ten  isHf 
payers  is  too  small,  as  a  special  audit  is  m 
pensive.  If  the  limit  were  fixed  at  one-twcjQ 
of  the  ratepayers,  such  an  amendment  iPGdl 
be  acceptable  to  the  House. 

**  As  to  section  195 :  The  way  in  which  the  Mfr 
tion  is  framed  gives  all  absentees  vots  sgrari 
a  new  loan ;  and  where  there  is  alaxgenoab* 
of  absentee  proprietors  it  makes  it  tynpnesiai 
to  ascertain  the  true  feeling  of  the  rateps^ 
in  regard  to  borrowing.  Second,  that  the  ^ 
vision  will  be  found  unworkable  cmd  cdui; 
especially  in  districts  with  a  scattered  popilh- 
tion. 

'^  As  to  section  289 :  As  the  power  to  kml 
agricultural  schools  is  optional,  and  sast 
counties  desire  it,  there  can  be  no  faans  b 
encouraging  local  self-government  by  gni^ 
the  counties  power  to  do  so  if  they  please. 

'*  As  to  section  291 :  This  provision  has  bea 
in  force  for  many  years,  and  no  haoa  btt 
resulted  from  it.  Second,  it  is  a  vezjoecef- 
sary  provision,  because  in  many  ooont^A- 
tricts  it  will  be  impossible  to  f oimd  a  libzi? 
without  some  aid  outside  of  the  subsidy  gsaw 
by  the  Government. 

*'  As  to  section  813 :  The  amendment  ictJi 
allows  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Koad  Board de^f- 
ing  the  sending  of  the  accounts  until  the  w 
June,  whilst  the  Chairman  of  the  conntf  ii 
bound,  by  the  previous  clause,  to  send  in  ^ 
accounts  on  or  before  the  same  date.  W^n 
the  date  altered  to  the  14th  June,  ^ere  ws^ 
bo  time  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  foosff 
section." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved,  Btf 
the  Council  do  not  insist  upon  its  amendsatt 
in  this  Bill.  In  doing  so,  he  knew  that  i 
number  of  honourable  members  wcnld  a^ 
agree  with  him.  If,  however,  Managers  v3> 
appointed  to  meet  Managers  of  the  otitf 
House,  an  agreement  would  be  come  to.  S 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  Council  he  Kcdi 
move  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  to  sost ; 
other  time,  to  enable  them  to  consider  tb  | 
amendments.  { 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  was  imp*  : 
sible  for  any  person  to  take  the  responsiW  * 
of  saying  ho  woold  or  woold  not  agree  to  t^ 
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iidments  that  were  proposed,  wiUiout  having 
to  see  what  they  were.  There  were  one 
ro  amendments  in  this  message  which  he 
quite  sure  the  Council  would  not  agree  to, 
there  was  another  one  which  he  heard 
— and  which  he  was  exceedingly  sorry  to 
read — which  raised  a  question  of  the 
lege  of  the  Coimcil.  He  thought  this  was 
ediugly  unfortunate,  and  he  moved,  That 
lebate  be  adjourned  until  next  day. 
»bate  adjourned. 

lAIi  BODIES'  FINANCE  AND  POWERS 

BILL, 
le  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Local 
ies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill  provides  for 
annual  appropriation  of  funds  for  local 
es.  It  contains  the  same  provisions  as  the 
bJ  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act  of  1885, 
is  almost  exactly,  word  for  word,  the  same 
bat  Act.  The  payments  to  the  local  bodies 
one-half  the  amount  to  which  they  would 
mtitled  imder  the  plan  of  distribution  de- 
bed  in  the  schedule  to  the  Act  of  1885. 
ances  may  also  be  made  to  local  bodies 
lie  extent  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  amounts 
oh  they  may  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  the 
k  are  provided  one-half  from  the  Public 
du  Fund  and  the  other  half  from  the  con- 
Sated  revenue.  The  Bill  is  one  of  those 
pie  Bills  which  ought  to  be  so  well  known 
itie  members  of  this  Council  as  not  to  re- 
re  any  further  explanation.  I  move,  That 
I  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 
he  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— The  Bill  is  a  very 
pie  one,  no  doubt,  but  it  affects  a  good  deal 
noney. 

■he  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  the  usual 
I. 

*he  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  know  it  is  the 
•1  Bill ;  but  I  wish  to  draw  my  honourable 
nd's  attention  to  the  last  clause  of  it,  and 
isk  him  if  that  is  the  usual  clause.  That 
dse  provides,  '*  The  schedule  to  the  said  Act 
bcreby  amended  by  the  omission  therefrom 
the  words  *  during  each  financial  year,'  and 
I  substitution  of  *  1887 '  for  *  1886  '  in  the 
t  paragraph  of  the  said  schedule."  Does 
i  mean  that  this  sort  of  Bill  is  to  oome  on 
kin  next  year,  or  is  this  the  last  renewal  of 
t  Act  ?  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  I  do  not 
M  to  that,  because  it  will  probably  be  found 
\X  I  shall  agree  to  it ;  but  I  say  those  words 
t  very  ominous.  It  means  that  no  renewal 
&e  Bill  will  be  needed  next  year, 
the  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  the  honour- 
to  gentleman  who  has  just  moved  the  second 
iding  of  this  Bill  has  told  us  that  it  is  a  very 
Qple  Bill,  and  one  which  anybody  could 
ifly  understand.  It  is  clear,  to  my  mind, 
»m  what  he  has  said,  that,  simple  as  the  Bill 
bis  understanding  has  not  been  adequate 
the  comprehension  of  the  provisions  of  the 
U-  He  has  told  us  that  it  is  exactly  the 
Bte  Bill  as  that  of  last  year,  while,  on  the 
K  of  the  Bill,  it  proposes  to  repeal  the  most 
tportont  clause  of  tne  Bill  of  last  year,  and 
ttct  a  different  clause  instead  of  it.  Of 
one  one  does  not  expect  disquisitions  on  the 


principles  of  Bills  of  this  character  from  the 
honourable  gentleman,  nor  on  the  details  of 
them.  I  think  he  is  never  less  intelligible 
than  when  he  is  in  what  I  call  a  state  of  ex- 
planation. Certainly  he  is  not  fortunate  in 
his  explanations.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
that  when  we  get  into  Committee  we  shall  get 
some  further  information  than  it  has  been  con- 
venient for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  give^ 
us  on  moving  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  rise  to  offer- 
a  few  words  in  reply,  first  of  all,  to  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen.  He  says  this  Bill  repeals  a  veiry 
important  clause  of  the  Act  of  1885.  So  it- 
does ;  but  what  does  it  repeal  ?  It  provides  to 
omit  the  words  "  during  each  financial  year  " 
from  the  schedule,  and  to  substitute  **  1887  " 
for  "  1886,"  so  that  we  are  now  providing  for 
1886  to  1887,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
repeal  the  section. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— What  I  want  to 
know  is,  What  is  to  be  the  duration  of  the 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  of  this  year  in 
coimection  with  this  business?  Also,  are  we 
to  have  two  sources  of  loans — one  the  Govern- 
ment loans  to  local  bodies,  or  this  renewal  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  which  was  merely  tem- 
porary ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— This  is  not  the 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill.  This  is  a  tempo- 
rary measure  to  provide  for  this  year,  until  such 
time  as  the  local  bodies  get  into  full  working 
order  to  provide  means  for  carrying  on  their 
functions.  The  honourable  member  has  said 
it  repeals  a  very  important  clause.  It  does 
repeal  it,  but  it  re-enacts  it  by  making  it  appli- 
cable to  the  year  1886-87,  instead  of  1885-86. 
Then,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  was  anxious  to 
know  whether  I  would  explain  clause  4  of  the 
Bill.  It  requires  no  explanation.  We  have 
our  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  and 
we  shall  have  the  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Bill ;  and  I  hope  to  see  no  such  Bill  as 
this  in  future.  This  Bill  merely  makes  provi- 
sion that  it  shaU  last  for  the  current  year. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.  — I  move.  That 
the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— After  what 
has  taken  place,  I  apprehend  the  Council  will 
expect  that  there  should  be  some  discussion 
upon  what  has  been  done.  I  may  say  at  once 
that  the  motion  for  referring  this  Bill  to  a 
Committee  was  made  by  myself,  and  I  was  the 
Chairman  of  that  Committee,  and  it  therefore 
reasonably  devolves  upon  me  to  make  some 
observations  as  to  what  we  have  done.  There 
has  been  great  misapprehension  as  to  the  object 
I  had  in  view,  and  also  the  object  which  the 
Council  had  in  view  in  dealing  with  this  Bill  as 
they  did  in  referring  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 
No  doubt  the  Bill  is  one  which  the  Council 
cannot  amend.  I  realized  that  and  the  Council 
realized  that  from  the  commencement;  but 
there  were  certain  matters  which  required 
be  elucidated,  and  I  thought  the  most 
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vcnient  mode  of  doicg  that  would  bo  by  the 
•Committee.  I  had  no  iiiteDtion  cf  trcRpass- 
ing  in  any  slinpo  or  way  upon  tlio  pn\ilegcs 
•  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  I  always 
endeavour,  as  far  as  I  can,  not  to  get  into  any 
conflict  of  tliat  kind:  but  there  are,  of  course, 
positions  in  wliieh  it  is  necessary  that  tlie 
Council  should  take  up  its  own  views  and  press 
those  views  so  far  as  the  Council  thinks  it 
reasonable.  In  this  ca.se  there  was  an  im- 
p>rtant  prinrii.lo  in  question,  and  I  think  tlie 
Committee  has  done  exactly  wlmt  the  Council 
intended  it  to  do  from  the  be«4ii.niii^';  and  I 
know  of  no  ground  of  compluiut  wliieh  can 
reasonably  be  niac^e  by  numbers  of  ilie  other 
House  ns  to  the  course  taken  by  tlic  Council. 
Under  the  hiw  as  it  at  present  stands  tlirre 
are  three  thinj^s  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  the  C(.iistrueticn  of  a  railway.  The 
fust  is  to  resolve  tliat  the  line  is  to  be  made. 
That  must  be  dene  under  the  Public  \Yoiks 
Act  of  l.'',''^  ;  and,  in  oidtr  that  the  line  may  be 
lognlly  n:ail(',  tli«  re  mu^t  be  wliat  is  called  a 
**s]Htia!  Art"— tlat  is,  a  sjKcial  Act  didar- 
ii:g  wlure  the  lii.e  bi'if.s,  wluie  it  uids,  ai.d 
the  coui.-e  il  takes.  'Ihut  is  thu  kg'.eal  cf  1:1- 
mtnciiniiit  (-f  it.  The  Couneil,  then,  is  plnecd 
in  this  jx'^itiiii  by  the  lav,- as  it  stands:  that 
they  shi;u!(i  exKUiiiic  this  qiusticn  ns  to  the 
mniciuf^  of  tlie  railway:  and  tl.c  railway  niight 
originate,  as  far  as  1  can  ste,  in  the  Council, 
thv'U^h  it  iisualiv  ("iieh  in  the  House.  It  usual  1\ 
orit,inaU.s  tlu  le,  Itc  an:  e  afterwards  the  nu  iiey 
must  be  provided  for  in  the  House.  When 
tlie  i)ill  ec-nu  s  up  hero,  I  ajiprthend  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  C(.ni;eil  to  i^ee,  at  all  events,  that 
the  line  is  one  they  are  of  oj)inion  should  be 
made.  Thc^  iJill  that  ccmes  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  authc  lining  the  making  of  the  railway 
is  one  which  can  be  altered  in  any  of  its 
clauses  by  the  Council  as  well  as  by  the  House. 
It  is  not  a  liill  connected  with  money  in  any 
shape  whate\er.  IJeing  free  from  that,  it  is  the 
right  of  the  Council  to  make  such  alterations 
as  it  thinks  f;t;  and  it  ai>pears  to  me,  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  great  cjuestion  of  making 
railways,  and  the  larpo  amount  of  money  that 
is  hereafter  to  Re  spent  on  them,  and  when  the 
work  is  thrown  on  the  Coi.neil  of  seeing  that 
those  railway  s  are  such  as  ^^hould  be  constructed, 
it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  the  railways  aie  such 
as  il  is  advantii^'cous  sliould  be  made.  Having 
got  the  authorization  liill — which,  as  I  say,  is 
the  joint  woik  of  the  Council  and  the  House — 
the  next  question  is  tho  raising  of  the  mone^y. 
The  Council  has  no'Jung  to  do  with  that,  except 
this  :  to  pass  or  rejecL  the  Bill  the  House  may 
send  up.  As  an  instance,  the  Loiui  ]5ill  has 
been  sent  uj),  and  that  Bill  it  is  perfectly  com- 
petent for  the  Council,  should  il  think  lit,  to 
reject ;  it  is  eompi  lent  to  pass  it ;  but  it  is  not 
competent  for  tliu  Cor.ncil  to  make  any  altera- 
tions. Supposing  v.e  found  that  these  railways 
had  not  been  duly  authorized,  then  it  would 
have  been  illef-al  for  us  to  pass  this  Bill.  All 
that  we  could  iiavo  done  then  would  have  been 
to  put  it  on  one  side  until  the  House  under- 
took to  pass  an  autl;or;zatic:n  Bill,  and  then  it 
vould  have  been  for  us  to  pass  the  Bill.  All 
Hon.  Sir  F,  TWa/aAcr 


that  wo  could  do  was  to  reject  it  initsinsf;^ 
or  pass  it  in  its  integrity.    The  third  a^  k 
to    pass    tho    necessary    appropiiatioiL 
is  another  Bill  which  rests  entirely  wi&  Ik 
House.    But,  with  regard  to  this  Ix»n  Bill, ft 
is  competent,  as  tho  Council  well  knov. 
accept  the  Bill  in  toto  or  to  reject  it  in  ^J 
they  cannot  amend.    It  appears  to  ms  ^ 
the  Council  for  some  years  pa>t  has  to  a  cEiiaa 
extent  been  neglecting  its  duty.    I  do  Qg4 
that  of  one  Grovemmcnt  or  another  Govcnua^ 
for  I  feel  that  I  have  been  remiss  the  aszue » 
other  honourable  members :  but  we  Iiitv  mtk 
done  our  duty  as  members  of  this  Coundl  ii* 
thorization  Bills  have  been  sent  up  from  iiiB 
other  House,  and  they  have  been  pa&sdiBi 
perfunctory  manner,  and  have  ncvt  r  been  dfse^ 
or  carefully  looked  into.     I  think  \^ben  tbsB 
Bills  are  sent  up  here  wo  ought  to  go  thcroc^ir 
into    tho   matter   and   see   wl  ctiier  the  ni- 
way  is  one  which  should,  in  oar  opinioa,  it 
made.     If  honourable  members  will  loci  lad 
at  the  different  authorization  Bills  whirl: Ian 
been  passed  since  the  public  works  pclirveca- 
mcnced   they  will    recollect   thra  ili^>e  BlCi 
have   been  passed  without  that  consiJeralka 
whieli,  I  think,  they  were  entitled  to.   Pecpb 
say,  "  Oh,  some  of  these  railwr.y.-  are  pclitaal 
railways."     If   they  arc  politicjvj  niilwaTS,  « 
nre  participators  in  the  ofFencj  as  wcllsidb 
1  louse  of  Representatives.    ThcFc  Bill* .iic KOs 
which  wo  can  deal  with  as  wc  iliak  fit,  aid, 
if   ^^o  have  not  dealt  with   th<m  .15  \re  thak 
they  ought  to  have  been  dealt  wiili,  that;  b 
a  dereliction  of  our  duty.     I  ^fl^    again,  thai 
this  duty  of  the  Council  is  a  n.-  -:  uuTcrts:* 
one,  and  is  one  in  the  carrvii:j:-c'ut  of  ^kkk  ; 
the  greatest  care  should  bo  cxcicisid.   I,  let ; 
my  1  art,  think  that  no  authorizition  of  aiy  : 
railway  should  take  place  except  whers  dat 
has  been  a  most  careful  examinati-jn  of  i3 
that    is    necessary    in    order  to  jnstif?  tbe  ■ 
passing  of  tho  Bill.     \Vo  have,  hitlicrto.  r:ot 
done  that.     Each  roilwa}'  has  never  been  iis-  ; 
cussed  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  to  see  wh€t^ 
all  tho  circumstances  connected  therewith «€R 
correct.     Wo  have  passed  Bills  as  a  matter  d 
course  when  they  came  to  us,  and  we  hawDi* 
fullillcd  that  duty  which  the  law  castsupoaa 
and  rccjuires  us  to  perform.     "Witli  regard to^ 
railwa}s  now  before  ns,  the  Committee  v«« ; 
to  inquire  whether  or  not  these  raii-spaysiw!* 
duly  authorized  by  Act.      Upon  iuvcstigatBB ! 
we  found  that,  although  they  purp-ortfd  to  be 
authorized,  tlie   descriptions   in    several  caw , 
were  not  alike,  and  it  was  impossible  to  tn»j 
them.     No  doubt  in   the   Public  Wo^  ^  \ 
pLTtment  they  could,  I  presume,  trace  thas; ' 
but  we  ought  not  to   bo   fati?fied   with  tbt  i 
Comparing  the  schedule  of  Llie  Lean  Bill  ^'^l 
the  authorization  Act,  I  could  not  trace  book  »| 
these  railways  at  all.     It  required  Iccal  btft-j 
ledge.    I  think  that  in  all  causes  thedcscrip4saii 
in  the  authorization  Act,  tho  Loan  Act,ftndti»l 
Appropriation  Act  should  ajzree,  so  thattk^j 
may  bo  no  difficulty  about  it,  because  iWj 
question   possibly  maj'  bo    raised  in  the  5*^ 
}ucme  Coiu-t  hereafter.    Money  being  giM^^ 
for  tho  purpose,  it  devolves  upon  the  Mis*'j 
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'  to  make  the  railway.  I  apprehend  that, 
he  proceeds  to  make  a  railway  which  is 
t  authoriEed,  he  does  so  without  the  autho- 
f  given  by  special  Act,  and  I  apprehend 
fcl  an  application  to  the  Supreme  Court 
itoJd  prohibit  his  going  on  with  the  work. 
le  Supreme  Court  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
perintending  power;  and,  if  the  Court  finds 
kk  a  railway  is  being  made  without  the 
thority  of  law,  it  may,  on  a  proper  appli- 
kion  being  made  to  it,  by  a  prohibition 
injunction  order  prevent  the  line  being 
sceeded  with.  I  think,  then,  we  should  at 
L8t  give  some  consideration  to  this  point, 
lere  was  another  branch  of  the  inquiry, 
lich  was  that  we  were  to  ascertain  to  what 
tent  the  moneys  would  go  in  completing 
e  railways,  and  what  the  probable  cost  of 
mpleting  them  would  be.  We  had  the  evi- 
nce of  Mr.  O'Connor,  who  gave  us  all  the 
Eormation  we  desired  on  the  subject.  By 
reference  to  the  Public  Works  Statements 
bedules,  and  different  returns,  no  doubt  a 
eat  deal  of  this  information  could  be  picked 
it ;  but  it  would  have  been  a  work  of  considcr- 
de  trouble,  and  it  would  require  somebody 
bo  understands  the  subject  to  be  able  to 
ck  out  the  information.  Wo  have  concen- 
ftted  the  information  we  have  obtained  in 
rotom,  in  order  that  the  Council  may  be  in 
11  possession  of  it  at  one  view.  To  a  ccrtiEiin 
Ibeni  I  have  been,  for  some  time  past,  rather 
ftnned  at  the  amount  which,  it  appeared  to 
«,  would  probably  bo  required  for  completion 
:  the  railways  we  have  already  begun,  and 
hich  works  to  a  certain  extent,  it  appears  to 
«,  must  be  completed.    I  find  that  the  two 

Se  railways — the  Helensville  Northwards  line 
the  Otago  Central— which  are  the  two 
»tly  ones,  will  take  £045,000  and  £855,000  to 
implete ;  and  that  it  will  take  £2,179,000  to 
)mpletc  all  the  railways  on  the  schedule.  If 
had  been  asked  what  the  cost  would  probably 
i,  before  I  got  this  information,  I  should  have 
ated  at  least  double  that  amount.  There- 
ire  I  feel  relieved  to  a  certain  extent.  No 
Mibt  some  of  these  railways  are  near  com- 
letion,  and  most  of  them  have  had  a  con- 
deiable  amount  of  work  done  to  them.  So 
ff  as  these  railways  are  concerned,  it  appears 
>  me  indispensable  that  they  should  be  com- 
leted.  So  far  from  my  haviug  in  view  the 
ioppiug  of  the  Loan  Bill,  my  view  would  have 
den,  had  I  known  as  much  as  I  do  now  and 
MEL  in  a  position  to  make  a  proposition  on  the 
ibject,  that  far  the  best  thing  would  have 
Ben  to  have  at  once  borrowed  enough  money  to 
Bmplete  the  whole  of  these  railways.  Some 
eats  ago  we  raised  a  loan  of  five  mil- 
ons,  and  spent  it  at  the  rate  of  a  million 
^year.  I  think  that  something  of  the  samo 
ind  might  have  been  done  now,  seeing  that 
me  lines  must  be  made,  and  seeing  that 
I  soon  as  this  money  is  spent  it  will  be  still 
wre  urgent  that  more  should  be  obtained  in 
ider  that  they  should  bo  completed.  It  only 
squires  £2,197,000  to  complete  all  the  lines, 
tetrowing  at  the  present  timo  is  done  at 
pnce  at  which,  if  war  broke  out,  or  a  variety 


of  circumstances  occurred,  we  could  not  obtain 
money.  I  think,  therefore,  the  better  course 
would  have  been  to  have  had  some  plan  to 
complete  these  railways.  With  regard  to  the 
future,  when  there  is  no  authorization  the 
Council,  acting  up  to  its  duty,  will  virtually 
have  the  right  to  say,  in  point  of  fact,  whetlier 
money  shall  be  borrowed.  When  any  now  rail- 
ways are  proposed  it  will  be  able  to  say,  *'  No ; 
we  do  not  think  these  railways  ought  to  be 
made;"  and  it  can  reject  the  authorization, 
which  means  that  no  money  shall  be  borrowed 
for  them,  as  no  railway  can  be  made  except  by 
a  special  authorization  Act,  and  when  that  Act 
comes  to  this  Council  it  is  perfectly  competent 
to  the  Council  to  deal  with  it  in  any  way  it 
may  think  fit.  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  motion;  but  I  think,  on  the  whole,  that 
a  discussion  should  take  place.  I  think 
the  report  should  be  adopted,  and  therefore, 
after  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  shall 
give  notice  to  that  effect.  I  think  that  is  the 
course  which  should  be  taken .  Tlie  report  sets 
out  exactly  what  we  have  done,  the  ground 
upon  which  we  have  done  it,  and  what  wc  con- 
ceive to  be  our  duty  in  the  future.  I  have 
given  explanations  which  I  think  desirable,  and 
I  say  again  that  we  in  no  way  proposed  to  over- 
step our  duty  or  privileges,  or  encroach  on  those 
of  others.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Council  never 
does  desire  it.  No  doubt  cases  difficult  to 
determine  arise  sometimes ;  but  I  do  not  think 
tho  House  of  Representatives  would  desiro  to 
curtail  our  rights,  and  I  am  sure  the  Council 
never  desires  to  trespass  on  theirs.  Beyond 
these  observations  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say,  and  I  leave  the  Loan  Bill  to  take  its 
course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — It  will  be 
remembered  that  I  opposed  tho  appomtmcnt 
of  this  Committee.  I  did  so  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  object  of  the  Committee  was 
to  see  solely  that  these  lines  had  all  been 
authorized.  Elnowing,  as  I  did,  that  they  are 
all  authorized  excepting  a  part  of  the  line  from 
Helensville  northwards,  I  thought  that  llu- 
Committee  was  unnecessary ;  but,  as  a  member 
of  that  Committee,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  tho  Committee  v/as 
appointed.  It  has  done  a  vast  deal  of  good,  in 
as  far  as  it  shows  us  the  exact  position  wi*  arc 
in  with  regard  to  these  railways.  It  shows  us 
what  aro  our  liabilities  under  them,  and  it  also 
gave  the  members  of  the  Committee  informa- 
tion which  I  do  not  suppose  wo  were  all  pos- 
sessed of  before — that  every  railway,  before  it 
can  be  constructed,  must  be  authorized  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  so  that  it  will  bo  entirely 
in  our  own  power  to  stop  any  railways  for  the 
future.  I  thought,  seoing  that  I  was  so 
strongly  opposed  to  tho  appointment  of  tho 
Committee,  that  it  would  be  only  right  I  should 
now  state  that  I  am  i>erfectly  satisfied  that 
the  Committee  was  appointed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.  — It  appears  to  mc 
that  the  labours  of  tho  Committee  have  been 
very  valuable  indeed.  I  only  regret  that  tho 
limited  timo  at  their  disposal  prevented  thoiu 
entering  more  fully  into  the  matter.    I  gather 
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from  tho  statomeiit  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitakor  that  the  position  we  shall  now  be  in 
is  this  :  that  in  all  future  Loan  Bills  we  shall 
have  something  like  estimates  of  those  lines 
which  the  colony  thinks  it  desirable  to  con- 
struct, and  what  the  cost  of  those  lines  will  be. 
Before  any  new  lines  of  railway  are  adopted  by 
Parliament  tho  fullest  inquiries  will  be  made 
into  tho  merits  of  those  lines.  The  absence  of 
such  inquiries  I  take  to  be  tho  greatest  blot  on 
our  public  works  policy.  I  think  it  would  have 
saved  millions  to  New  Zealand  if  we  had  seen 
what  lines  were  required,  and  what  their  cost 
would  be,  and  had  then  borrowed  the  money. 
In  the  future  borrowing  of  moneys  for  railways 
wo  shouUl  insist  on  having  full  information  on 
the  subject ;  and  if  we  do  that  wo  shall  be  pro- 
ceeding on  something  like  sound  principles  in 
connection  with  our  borrowing,  and  any  unne- 
cessary expenditure  will  thereby  be  saved.  It 
appears  to  me  that  we  are  making  tho  first 
movement  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FUASER.— Now  that  the 
Committee  have  given  us  the  information  that 
they  have  given,  what  arc  wo  going  to  do  with 
it  ?  Are  wo  going  to  lay  this  Bill  aside,  or  are 
wo  going  to  swallow  it  ?  I  think  we  are  mado 
perfectly  ridiculous  by  the  action  we  have 
taken.  We  know  that  part  of  this  Helensville 
lino  is  not  authorized.  Are  we  going  to  pass 
it  ?  It  would  have  been  far  better  if  we  had 
not  moved  in  the  matter  at  all.  If  I  stand 
alone,  I  shall  vote  against  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.  — Tho  remarks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitakor  on  this  subject  are  well  worthy  of 
attention,  especially  those  in  which  he  pointed 
out  to  tlie  Council  that  they  should  look  care- 
fully into  the  authorization  Bills  rather  than 
to  the  Loan  Bills,  and  that  those  are  much 
more  important  and  essential  than  the  question 
of  voting  the  money.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Bonar  referred  to  the  same  point,  and  said 
that  it  was  a  very  desirable  thing  that  we  should 
look  very  carefully  into  the  character  of  the 
lines  before  we  authorized  them.  When  the 
public  works  policy  was  first  being  launched 
and  carried  out  this  question  was  warmly  dis- 
cussed in  the  Council,  and,  after  repeated  dis- 
cussions, the  majority  decided  that  a  rough 
estimate,  such  as  is  usually  callod  a  parlia- 
jiientary  8ur\'ey,  gave  quite  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  guide  the  Legislature  in  authorizing  the 
construction  of  tho  railways.  If  we  have  been 
remiss  in  carefully  and  properly  investigating 
the  character  of  the  railways  before  wo  gave 
authority  to  moko  them,  the  fault  was  alto- 
gether our  own,  because  that  very  point  was 
repeatedly  brought  under  the  notice  of  tho 
Council,  and  the  Council,  more  than  once,  was 
quite  satisfied  with  what  is  called  a  parlia- 
mentary survey.  No  doubt  the  Council  acted 
very  injudiciously  and  precipitately  in  not  re- 
quiring that  all  information  should  be  given 
before  it  did  authorize  any  railway.  The  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitakor  pointed  out,  for  the 
approval  of  the  Council,  what  really  doser\'e8 
its  approval  in  tho  character  of  the  inquiry 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


made  by  this  Committee;  but  I  da  n 
think  that  this  Committee  by  any  m£ 
hausted  the  field.  If  the  Conmiittee  bad  M 
more  time  it  should  have  gone  into  the  foa 
tion  of  the  value  of  the  railways  which  it " 
proposed  to  construct.  That,  I  think,  oagitt. 
nave  been  considered  quite  emtential  1 1^ 
also  we  should  ascertain  how  fac  tho«  nd 
ways  have  paid  a  percentage  on  the  eo^ 
their  construction,  and  bow  far  they  will  pi 
through  country  where  the  traffic  is  hkelj 
be  considerable,  and  how  far  they  are  1^ 
to  pay  if  further  extensions  are  made, 
would  have  been  quite  a  legitimate  li&e 
inquiry  if  there  had  been  time  to  carry  is  o 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  H^n.  Sir  Fredeb^ 
Whitakor  in  saymg  it  was  right  that 
lines  should  be  completed  if  he  adds 
word  "  now  "  or  **  shortly."  That  they  wiS  M, 
completed  at  some  future  time  I  think  is  qsili 
right  and  equally  certain  ;  but  that  thejsbsdl 
be  pushed  on  to  their  completion  at  thepnsii 
time  is,  I  think,  a  mistake.  It  involves  aval 
of  a  thorough  understanding  of  theconditifl 
of  tho  country.  The  pushing-forward  d  taM 
railways  now  means  the  borrowing  of  mori 
money,  and  that  means  a  larger  annual  cbu^ 
for  interest,  and  that  means  heavier  taxiCM 
I  maintain,  and  I  have  said  so  often  beta| 
that  the  producing  classes  of  the  country  hsiM 
burden  of  taxation  quito  as  heavy  as  Uiej  ofl 
stagger  under,  and  any  increase  of  taxati<a.a 
e\en  the  continuance  of  the  present  zats  m 
taxation,  is  likely  to  produce  duuwter.  I%i£» 
fore  I  think  it  would  have  been  wiser  ta  bai 
looked  more  closely  into  the  various  wad* 
which  are  referred  to  in  the  schedule  lai 
have  pickod  out  those  only  which  woald  bi 
likely  to  pay  something  more  than  w^saai 
expenses,  and  would  be  likely  to  yield  soH 
return  for  their  construction  at  the  |nseit 
time.  There  are  other  luies  which  will  y^ta^ 
constructed.  But  there  is  no  hupy:  tb^ 
pass  through  country  from  which  it  is  imposEdh 
for  a  long  time  to  come  to  expect  a  fair  i^aa^ 
and  therefore  I  think  it  would  be  far  wM 
to  abstain  from  borrowing  one  sixpence  ta 
them  for  the  present.  When  the  ecmfflaa 
of  the  colony  is  moro  prosperous,  then  we  <at 
push  on  whatever  lines  are  required.  I  but 
no  desire  to  thwart  the  policy  of  the  GowO^ 
ment  with  refcrenco  to  the  present  Bill.  I  «^ 
not  moke  any  motion  or  say  anything  in  ogp- 
sition  to  tho  Bill  further  than  express  my  eo 
views  on  it,  and  I  say  most  distinctly  that  I 
think  it  is  unwise  to  borrow  more  monev  fli 
thereby  increase  the  liability  and  the  burdeatf 
taxation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  somewhat  %^ 
with  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  that  the  natcul 
outcome  of  tho  report  of  this  Com^iittee  wcn^ 
be,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  lay  this  Bill  aoii 
until  the  special  Bill  authorizing  the  Heki^ 
ville  Northwards  Railway  passes  this  Hoist 
But  that  would  be  an  extreme  course,  tfl 
one  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  o^ 
prepared  to  adopt,  because  I  am  aware  tbi^ 
the  Government  are  anxious  to  send  this  fi^ 
Home  by  the  San  Francisco  mail«  and  I  btf» 
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desire,  as  the  money  will  have  to  bo  hor- 
ded, to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  Bill  passing. 
link  mre  have  come  to  a  point  now  when  we 
re  made  all  the  railways  which  are  likely  to 
'  for  some  time  to  come ;  and  with  regard 
all  tbe  railways  which  are  on  the  schedule 
this  Hill,  I  think  that  the  interest  on  three- 
rths  of  the  money  to  be  spent  on  them  will 
re  to  come  oat  of  the  pockets  of  the  tax- 
rox,  because  they  are  such  lines  as,  even 
tir  best  friends  admit,  will  not  pay  moro 
bn  'working  expenses  for  some  time  to 
ne.  Before  sanctioning  the  unauthorized 
Iway,  I  should  like  to  set  this  Conmiittee  to 
1^  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  a  line  which 
>ald  be  authorized  or  not.  The  Committee 
3  done  excellent  work,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
ry  good  thing  that  we  have  had  it,  as  it  will 
ice  some  matters  before  the  public  which 
ght  to  be  placed  before  them.  In  regard 
this  railway,  I  hear  a  good  many  different 
inions  about  it.  One  opinion  is  that  it 
oold  not  be  made,  and  another  is  that  it  will 
a  good,  paying  line.  In  England  a  company 
s  to  go  through  a  course  of  investigation 
fore  the  Imperial  Parliament;  evidence  is 
ken  on  every  point .  before  they  are  even 
lowed  to  spend  their  own  money :  and  much 
ore  should  we  require  that  in  this  colony, 
bere  it  is  public  money  that  we  are  going 
spend,  and  which,  if  it  is  spent  badly,  will 
kve  to  be  paid  for  by  the  taxpayers.  That 
elensville  Northward  line  is  not  authorized. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Four  miles  are 
ithorized. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — You  can  spend 
I  that,  bnt  if  it  is  not  authorijsed  the  money 
m  be  spent  on  other  purposes.  It  is  easy  to 
St  the  money  and  apply  it  to  the  prosecution 
I  other  lines.  Therefore  I  do  not  propose  to 
op  the  Bill.  Then  I  come  to  the  double  line 
at  of  Auckland.  No  doubt  it  is  necessary  to 
avc  that.  Then,  as  to  the  Grahamstown-Te 
xoha  line,  I  was  at  Grahams  town  when  the 
nt  contract  was  let,  and  I  say  that  was  really 
lie  laughing-stock  of  that  place.  They  were 
sclaiming  a  lot  of  land  from  the  sea  at  a  cost 
rfaich  would  have  bought  half  the  land  along 
tie  line,  and  the  houses  too.  I  believe  that  no 
lore  has  been  done  to  that  since.  It  is  pro- 
osed,  atTe  Aroha,  where  the  line  is  to  be  made, 
»  spend  £165,000  alongside  of  a  navigable 
wci.  Those  who  know  the  district  know  that 
re  need  not  expect  to  get  more  than  working 
xpcnses  for  some  time  to  come,  and  even  that 
k doubtful;  consequently  the  taxpayers  will  be 
lalled  on  to  pay  up  annually  between  £60,000 
md  £70,000  for  interest.  I  think  the  expendi- 
nze  on  that  line  might  have  been  saved  in  the 
ffesent  state  of  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
^t  is  a  ridiculous  authorization  to  have  made, 
ttd  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  money  will  be 
^lied  to  other  railways,  notwithstanding  that 
Uy  honourable  friend  says  that  it  is  ear-marked 
w  this  purpose.  The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
^taker  says  that  if  all  the  railways  are 
wmpleted  it  will  cost  £3,127,000. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  said  the 
■ooner  we  made    arrangements  to  raise  the 
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money  the  better,  and  that  it  would  be  the 
best  plan,  now  that  money  is  so  cheap. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  quite  accept 
that  position,  and  am  glad  my  honourable 
friends  puts  it  in  that  way ;  but  how  is  he  to 
arrange  to  borrow  on  from  year  to  year  now 
that  money  is  cheap  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— We  did  it 
before.  We  borrowed  five  millions,  to  be  spent 
at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— The  circum- 
stances of  that  Five-million  Loan  I  do  not 
wish  to  rake  up  again.  The  amount  of  money 
that  the  people  of  this  colony  were  fleeced  out 
of  by  speculators  was  astonishing.  I  ho:'»e  we 
are  not  going  to  have  a  repetition  of  that.  I  do 
not  think  my  honourable  friend  would  care  to 
see  a  repetition  of  that  speculation  again.  A  ( 
to  money  being  arranged  for  year  after  year, 
there  is  no  way  of  doing  that,  because  you  have 
to  put  it  on  the  London  money-market.  If  you 
raise  a  large  sum  of  money  like  that,  and  throw 
it  into  the  banks  of  the  colony  to  bo  lent  out 
and  distributed  over  the  colony,  when  you 
come  to  take  out  the  money  quickly  you  create 
a  panic  and  bring  the  colony  back  to  a  worse 
position  than  it  is  in  now.  I  myself  am  not 
against  borrowing  —  we  cannot  do  without 
borrowing  ;  but  if  you  get  the  money  quickly  it 
will  go  quickly.  I  wish  to  impress  on  the  pub- 
lic now  that  the  railways  we  are  making  are 
bound  to  be  a  heavy  burden  on  the  people  of 
the  colony.  I  need  not  detain  the  Council 
now,  because  I  referred  to  all  these  railway - 
lines  at  a  previous  stage  of  the  debate.  We 
have  entered  upon  these  railways,  and  they 
are  bound  to  be  made  to  a  point  where  they 
will  even  pay  working  expenses,  and  we  must 
go  on  to  that  point ;  and  it  is  useless  to  say  we 
are  going  to  stop  borrowing  now,  because  wo 
must  borrow  to  make  the  railways  to  that 
point,  and  to  improve  the  country  and  settle  it, 
and  by  degrees  we  shall  get  them  to  pay  their 
way  to  some  extent.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  think  that  this 
Council  is  very  much  indebted  to  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  who  moved  for  this  Committee, 
and  who  has  so  clearly  shown  what  its  duty  is ; 
and  I  think  we  may  regard  this  discussion  as 
very  instructive  in  several  respects.  I  hold  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Council  not  only  to  insist 
on  asserting  its  views  in  the  passing  of  all 
these  railway-authorization  Bills,  but  in  the 
initiation  of  any  public  work  of  any  magnitude, 
outside,  of  course,  of  departmental  expenditure. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  at  the  return 
which  has  been  laid  on  the  table  during  the 
present  session  with  regard  to  public  buildings 
they  will  see  that  a  million  and  a  half  has  been 
spent  on  public  buildings  during  the  last  six- 
teen years,  and  this  Council  has  never  had  any 
voice  in  saying  Yea  or  Nay  to  that  expenditure. 
I  think  we  certainly  ought,  for  the  future,  look- 
ing at  the  point  of  taxation  which  we  have 
reached,  to  insist  on  being  consulted,  and  on 
having  the  power  to  assent  or  dissent,  as  the 
case  may  be,  in  the  matter  of  these  large  pub- 
lic works.    The  true  friends  of  this  colony  are 
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those  persons  who  do  insist  upon  pointing  out 
that  we  have  reached  the  limit  of  taxation 
beyond  which  we  cannot  go.  It  has  been  over 
and  over  a^ain  shown  here  that,  if  we  compare 
the  taxation  to  which  wo  are  subjected  here 
with  the  taxation  at  Home  we  shall  find, 
taking  as  a  basis  that  the  value  of  money  is 
£  per  cent.,  that  Id.  in  the  pound  property- 
tax  in  New  Zealand  is  equivalent  to  Is.  8d. 
income-tax  in  England.  The  income-tax 
of  Is.  Bd.  in  England  was  the  highest  tax, 
I  behove,  which  wivs  ever  imposed  in  England, 
and  it  was  ailmittcdly  a  war  tax.  It  docs 
seem  ridiculous  that  in  a  young  colony  like  this, 
for  tlie  Hake  of  public  work:)  many  of  them 
of  doubtful  bcnc'tit,  we  should  go  on  impos- 
ing taxation  to  the  extent  I  have  just  stated. 
There  in  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  of  these 
lines  will  not  pay.  I  bolieve  that  if  this  Coun- 
cil had  had  those  lines  before  them  in  the  form 
of  a  simple  railway-authorization  Bill,  with 
all  the  necessary  data  to  form  an  estimate  of 
whether  they  would  pay  or  not,  they  would 
not  have  a.ssented  to  a  great  many  of  them.  I 
remenilKT  the  discussion  which  took  place  in 
this  Council  when  the  public  works  policy  was 
introduced,  ilomber  after  member  rose  and 
said  that  the  pro)>er  thing  to  do  wa8  to  find  out 
tlie  coHt  of  the  railways,  what  were  likely  to  be 
their  revenues,  Ac. ;  but  all  that  advice  and 
those  ideas  were  swept  away,  and  we  have 
been  plunging  on  and  on  at  railway-speed  ever 
since.  Wlien  the  Government  found  that  they 
were  unable  to  resist  this  enormous  pressure 
for  rsiilways,  they  hid  their  hea<ls  and  passed 
the  District  Railways  Act,  thinking  to  get  rid 
of  the  pressure  in  that  way:  and  all  these 
thinj^s  have  come  on  the  colony.  I  hope  this 
report  will  mark  the  beginning  of  a  new  era, 
and  that  this  Council  will  iirnily  insist  on  its 
right  to  be  consulted  in  the  initiation  of  any 
large  public  work ;  and  that,  no  matter  what 
the  unpopularity  it  may  incur  bv  so  doing, 
it  will  firmly  refuse  to  add  to  the  liabilities  of 
the  colony,  unless  it  sees  a  good  prospect  of 
the  works  paving. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— My  honourable 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  anticipated  me 
in  the  e?:prcssion  of  the  view  that  the  Council 
must  be  indebted  to  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  for  having  moved  for  this  Committee. 
Ko  Government,  I  do  not  care  what  Govern- 
ment it  is,  is  fitted  for  its  position  if  it  shirks 
responsibility  or  investigation  of  this  kind. 
When  this  Bill  was  under  discussion  I  was 
somewhat  alarmed  at  the  notion  that  Govern- 
ment after  Government  had  been  acting  with- 
out the  sanction  of  law,  especially  when  the 
alarm  came  from  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend.  I  thought  he  must  have  made  some 
new  discovery  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
The  whole  of  the  railwavs  referred  to  in  this 
Bill  have  beca  authorized,  except  the  Helens- 
ville  one,  for  which  authority  is  asked.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  discussion  might  more 
fittingly  bo  taken  when  the  authorization  Bill 
conies  before  us.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  having  got  this  Com- 
mittee, and  1  hope  that  on  every  similar  occa- 
UoK.  Mr,  Miller 


sion  such  a  Committee  will  be  moved  Sari 
this  Council.  I  opposed  the  Cofmmittec  ii 
cause  of  the  late  stage  of  the  session,  becai 
I  thought  probably  the  Bill  mi^t  be  \ 
danger.  But  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  now  ^ 
the  Committee  was  appointed.  However,  li 
discussion  will  have  one  good  effect— omft 
that  in  future  no  raUway  will  be  wdi 
rized  without  the  Council  having  wao^^ 
in  the  matter.  I  think  the  Couneil  viil 
abrogating  its  functions  cea  every  eecta 
when  public  moneys  are  to  be  expeodad 
it  does  not  demand  the  fullest  inqoiiy. 
hope  the  Council  will  never  for  a  mose 
abrogate  its  functions  in  that  lespeo.  ? 
are  as  much  the  representatives  of  &e  paof 
in  some  respects  as  the  other  bcsnch  of  i 
Legislature,  and  the  people  look  to  its  tc  ( 
our  duty.  I  am  sure  the  Council  will  sits 
give  the  fullest  investigation  to  every  mat 
this  kind  which  comes  before  it.  The  oock 
expects  that  it  should  do  so,  and  I  ara  sc 
the  Council  will  respond  to  the  call  d  u 
country. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quazter  ps 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 
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Kurow  Cattle  -  yards  —  Telegraph  Operator* — 
Kurow  Huns— iDdastrial  Schools  and  Qrptes* 
ai:os—"Hinemoa"— Cross  Creek  Emplotta— Wix 
Vestas  —  Mr.  Gladstone  —  Lightbaiue-k«efie»- 
Colouial  and  Imperial  Squadron— Frail  Tariff  flt 
Railways— T.  Kukupa— Tbamds  Resident  Uafff- 
trat<3— iU'hearing  of  Native  Land  Claim*— P»- 
nell  Vacoinator— Rotoruft  Sanatoriam— .\£snl 
Railway  Tickets— Telegraph  Forms— isbwpK*- 
easea— Unemployed— Stamp  Bill— Settled  iMtti 
Bill— Property  AKsessincnt  Bill — Speciil  Po^sn 
and  Contract^  Bill— Mining  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  t«o 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

MAUNGATAUTARI  BLOCK. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  brought  up  the  repart  d 
the  Native  Affairs  Committoe  on  the  petitkss 
of  Hare  to  Tamihana  and  others,  Buieiie  ts 
Umanga  and  others,  White  Potato  and  oth«iv 
To  Wharepu  te  Whakaete  and  others,  Wi 
Kaukuita  Papoto  and  others,  and  Wi  te  Whecfx 
He  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  tji^s, 
and  be  referred  to  the  Government. 

Ur.  TE  AO  was  very  sorry  that  the  labcBJ 
of  the  Committeo  in  this  matter  ¥rere  ^tho:^ 
avail.  The  Committee  had  no  powor  to  mceok 
to  tlie  prayers  of  petitions  for  rehearing.  H* 
did  not  a]>prove  of  the  judgment  of  the  Cos* 
in  th«?  M.unigatautari  Block.  He  thought  ^ 
Native  Assessor  did  not  conduct  himself  pe- 
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f.  Very  good  reasoDS  which  had  been 
iced  for  rehearing  in  that  case  hcul  been 
LOUt  avail.  The  same  remarks  applied  to 
case  of  Te  Eapaa  Block.  The  petitioners 
act  forth  that  the  Native  Assessor  who  had 
in  the  Maungatautari  case  had  behaved 
'  improperly.  The  Assessor  was  directly 
rested  through  his  wife,  whose  name  was 
adod  in  the  certificate.  It  was  not  at  all 
t  that  the  Assessor  in  a  case  should  have 

power  to  put  the  names  of  his  wife  and 
dren  in  the  certificate  for  the  block.  It 
ved  that  the  constitution  of  the  Court  was 
He  found  great  fault  with  that  Assessor. 
•vas  also  stated  in  the  petitions  that  this 
Bssor  received  money  before  the  judgment 
the  Court  was  delivered.  There  was  no 
bt  that  money  was  given  to  him  by  way  of 
«.  Seeing  that  the  man  was  being  paid  by 
Government,  it  was  most  improper  conduct 
liis  part  to  accept  money  from  any  one  else. 
)  receipts  for  the  money  received  by  the 
essor  had  been  produced  before  the  Royal 
amissioner  who  had  inquired  into  the 
tter,  and  also  before  tlic  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Live  Liand  Court;  but  the  Assessor  himself 
er  appeared  before  the  Commissioner  while 
inquiry  was  being  made.  Receipts  for  £25, 
I,  £15,  and  £10  were  produced,  and  it  was 
7  known  that  he  had  received  £200  from  the 
ik,  and  he  received  a  cheque  in  Auckland 
£25.  The  total  sum  he  had  received  was 
y  large.  This  showed  that  there  was  somo- 
iig  radically  wrong.  When  it  was  proposed 
strike  oat  the  names  of  the  Assessor's  wife 
1  children  from  tlio  list  of  names  for  the 
tificate,  this  man  was  heard  to  sa}**,  before  a 
mbcr  of  people,  that  it  was  entirely  through 

exertions  that  the  successful  people  ob- 
ned  the  land — that  i)Ut  for  his  influence  the 
aosing  parties  would  have  obtained  it.  Three 
kvo  charges  had  been  proved  against  the 
lessor,  and  ho  hoped  the  Government  would 
refuUy  consider  thoso  matters.  It  was  true 
it  a  Royal  Commissioner  had  made  a  report ; 
b  the  Natives  did  not  know  what  that  report 
s,  as  it  liad  not  been  translated.  Seeing 
It  the  Court  failed  in  its  duty,  the  Govem- 
(ot  should  secure  a  rehearing  of  this  block. 
i  made  no  charges  whatever  against  the  Chief 
dge  or  against  the  Court,  but  only  against 
9  Assessor.  That  was  all  lie  had  to  say 
th  regard  to  ^laungatautari.  Ho  would 
w  speak  with  reg<ard  to  To  Kapua  Block. 
)  did  not  think  the  decision  given  by  the 
|art  in  that  case  a  just  one.  One  of  the 
incipal  claimants,  Hone  Tumango,  stated, 
len  giving  evidence,  that  the  evidence  he 
d  given  at  the  prima  facie  hearing  was 
unken  evidence — that  he  was  not  sober  at 
c  time.  A  witness  was  not  worthy  of  any 
odenco  when  he  admitted  that  he  had  been 
nnk,  and  the  Court  should  not  have  paid  any 
tcntion  to  a  man  who  had  made  that  kind  of 
itemcnt.  Then,  again,  this  man  had  not 
ridcd  on  or  near  the  land.  He  lived  a  long 
fcy  off,  at  Wanganui,  eighty  miles  from 
'0  block  which  was  awarded  to  him.  Hone 
t<l  bis   CO  -  claimant   had    told    the    Court 


that  they  had  plantations  npon  and  had 
resided  upon  the  land,  while  it  was  well 
known  that  they  had  never  visited  the  place. 
He  made  no  charge  against  the  Court,  but  he 
did  regret  that  the  Court  had  not  sent  some 
one  up  to  inspect  the  land.  That  was  a  cus- 
tom 01  the  Court,  and  in  other  cases  he  knew 
that  persons  had  been  sent  up  to  inspect  the 
marks  mentioned  in  the  evidence.  During  a 
recent  sitting  of  the  Court  at  Wanganui  the 
same  people  had  claimed  land  at  Pohonuiatane ; 
but  the  Court  took  the  precaution  of  sending 
people  up  to  inspect  the  land,  and  it  was  then 
proved  that  these  people  had  no  right  there. 
If  the  Court  had  not  taken  that  precaution 
it  would  probably  have  fallen  into  the  same 
error  as  it  had  done  on  a  previous  occasion. 
He  asked  the  Government  to  take  these  mat- 
ters into  consideration,  because  he  thought 
that  the  fact  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  Go- 
vernment in  ordering  a  rehearing.  He  should 
like  to  mention,  also,  that  when  the  land  at 
Kapua  was  surveyed  Hone  Tumango  signed 
an  agreement  by  which  he  admitted  that  a 
cartain  Native  woman  was  an  owner  of  the  land  r 
but  yet  he  did  not  include  her  in  the  list 
of  owners.  The  Court  had  possession  of  that 
document  at  the  time,  and  ought  to  have 
remembered  it. 

Mr.  BRUCE  had  presented  the  Kapua  peti- 
tion, and,  having  taken  considerable  interest  in 
the  matter,  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  there 
had  been  a  miscarriage  of  justice.  He  made 
this  statement  without  wishing  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  reflect  on  the  character  of  the  Court 
which  tried  the  case.  So  far  as  he  had 
gleaned  from  the  unsuccessful  claimants  in  the 
matter,  they  were  all  of  opinion  that  the  Judges 
who  sat  in  the  case  were  men  of  irreproach- 
able character ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  did  con- 
tend that  there  had  been  a  miscarriage  of 
justice.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  reflect  upon  the 
report  which  the  Committee  had  brought  up. 
They  could  have  brought  up  no  other  report 
than  that  which  had  been  placed  before  the 
House;  and  for  this  reason:  that  the  peti- 
tioners approached  the  House  on  the  ground 
that  irregularities  had  been  committed  in 
Court  in  reference  to  this  case ;  but  that 
allegation  utterly  broke  down.  Still,  the  fact 
remained  that  men  who  had  lived  seventy 
miles  away  from  the  land  had  claimed  it,  and 
that  claim  had  been  sustained  by  the  Court. 
There  was  a  consensus  of  opinion,  among  both 
white  men  and  Maoris,  thac  a  wrong  had  heen 
done.  He  thought  therefore  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  rehearing ;  and  he  hoped,  although  that 
was  a  very  inadvisable  precedent  Co  establish, 
the  Native  Minister  would  give  the  matter 
very  full  consideration,  with  a  view  of  seeing 
whether  that  suggestion  should  not  be  carried 
out. 

Mr.  LOCKE  thought  that  in  these  matters  of 
rehearing  very  great  care  should  bo  taiien.  It 
was  clear  that  the  Native  Affairs  Cominitt  -a 
and  the  House  were  both  incapable  of  coming 
to  a  decision  on  such  a  subject.  Any  one  of 
those  questions,  if  properly  inquired  into,  would 
take  up  the  whole  session.    Ho  hoped  that,  ^ 
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respect  to  this  particular  matter,  the  Qovern- 
ment  would  look  into  it ;  and  he  also  hoped 
that  during  the  recess  the  Government  would 
take  the  general  (question  into  consideration, 
with  a  view  of  coming  down  with  some  scheme 
for  setting  up  a  tribunal  to  deal  with  these  ap- 
plications for  rehearing.  Above  all  things  It 
was  essentially  necessary  that  these  matters 
should  be  kept  out  of  the  House  and  should 
be  entirely  removed  from  anything  like  politi- 
cal influence. 

Mr.  GKACK  wished  to  odd  to  what  hod  been 
said  by  previous  speakers  that  four  petitions 
hod  come  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
this  year  praying  for  rehoarings  as  to  the  blocks 
of  land  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Western  Maori  District,  and  for  the 
Tatua  West  and  Ohinemuri  Block ;  and  that  it 
had  nut  been  able  to  give  that  time  to  them 
which,  in  hi.s  opinion,  they  deserved.  He  sup- 
ported what  had  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  East  Coast,  and  thought  that 
the  Govommont  next  session  should  consider 
the  advisablcness  of  moving  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  petitions  for  rehearings  in  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  and  for  nothing  else,  for  it 
must  bo  borne  in  mind  that  Parliament  was 
the  only  tribunal  open  to  these  petitioners,  all 
other  doors  being  closed. 

Mr.  BliYCE  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  take  great  care  how  they  dealt  with  these 
matters.  The  Native  Affairs  Committee  had 
always  found  itself  to  be  in  a  difficulty  upon 
tlio  subject,  because  it  hod  never  felt  itself 
competent  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  such 
questions,  to  enable  it  to  arrive  at  decisions 
in  regard  to  rehearing  of  title  to  Native  land. 
The  Cominitteo  had  reported  some  years  ago, 
and  had  from  time  to  time  repeated  the  re- 
port, that  it  was  not  competent  to  deal  with 
such  questions,  and  had  recommended  that 
a  competent  tribunal  should  be  appointed  to 
deal  with  these  matters.  At  one  time  it  was 
arranged  that  the  Native  Minister  should  have 
the  power  to  decide  when  there  should  be  re- 
hearings;  but  he  had  to  apply  for  informa- 
tion to  the  Cliief  Judge,  who,  in  turn,  applied 
to  the  hearing  Judge,  and  then  advised  the 
Minister :  so  that  the  Minister  had  to  rely  on 
the  opinion  of  these  two  Judges ;  and,  while  the 
Minister  was  responsible,  he  hoA  no  informa- 
tion beyond  what  he  could  get  from  these  two 
Judges.  That  arrangement  was  so  anomalous 
that  it  was  soon  put  an  end  to ;  and  then  the 
Chief  Judge  became  the  party  to  whom  applica- 
tions had  to  be  made,  and  he  was  authorized  by 
law  to  give  decisions  upon  such  applications. 
Now,  in  many  cases  the  Natives  who  appealed 
to  the  Chief  Judge  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
refusal  of  rehearings.  The  Chief  Judge,  not 
unnaturally,  was  not  in  favour  of  granting  re- 
hearings, because  of  the  enormous  expense  im- 
posed upon  the  owners  of  blocks  in  respect  of 
which  these  applications  were  made.  There 
were  instances — well-authenticated  instances, 
he  believed — in  which  the  whole,  or  nearly 
the  whole,  of  the  value  of  the  land  hod  been 
absorbed  by  the  expenditure  in  connection 
Afr.  Locke 


with  the  ascertainment  of  the  title, 
fore  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
tent  authorities,  or  the  people  aathodnd'lk 
grant  a  rehearing,  hesitated  long  bdore  ^ 
granted  a  rehearing  upoA  anything  like  ^^ 
grounds.  To  show  how  thoroughly  ineoiBpetal 
the  Committee  must  be^  with  the  time  ^ 
disposal,  and  the  Torioua  eozistitatiom  cf  At 
Committee — that  was,  diflerent  memfaea  ^ 
tended  from  day  to  day — ^he  thou^  it  oelf 
necessary  to  mention  the  single  case  «lak 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  bii 
referred  to.  The  case  was  heard  belofe  im 
of  the  best  Judges  in  the  Service,  tiioioti^ 
competent  Maori  scholars,  and  men  wkon  a 
tegnty  was  above  suspicion,  and  was  dgs,  b 
fact,  impugned  by  any  witness  they  hsd  \atL 
The  hearing  of  that  case  extended  over  fiae^ 
two  days,  the  claimants  and  coonter-elsiofili- 
being  all  present ;  and  the  Court  anii^  it  h 
certain  decision.  Whether  that  decigoQ  i» 
right  or  wrong  he,  at  any  rate,  was  not  cts- 
petent  to  pronounce  an  opinion— that  «t9 1» 
say,  not  competent  in  any  degree  in  compusaOB 
with  the  two  Judges  who  heard  the  whole  of 
the  evidence.  It  would,  he  thought,  be  vio^ 
for  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  assame  ihil 
it  knew,  or  for  the  Native  Minister  to  asssas 
to  himself  that  he  knew,  more  of  the  dress- 
stances  of  the  case  than  those  two  skilled  and 
impartial  Judges  knew  after  fortj-two  dajs*^ 
investigation.  To  assume  that  would  bealfflcst 
ridiculous.  And  those  two  Judges,  it  sbffiiii 
be  remarked,  did  not  think  a  rehearing  neeei- 
sary  in  that  case.  He  (Mr.  Biyce)  didoot  kasv 
anything  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  «» 
unwilling  to  express  on  opinion ;  but,  as  a  mes- 
ber  of  the  Committee,  he  assented  to  the  ts^ 
because  he  was  unwilling  to  pionomice  cpo 
the  case,  as  ho  could  not  put  his  knowledge 
in  comparison  with  that  of  the  Judfes  wfe> 
tried  it.  There  might  have  been,  as  the  boius;- 
able  member  for  Bangitikei  said,  a  miscanii^ 
of  justice ;  but  what  more  could  ihe  Hoase 
do  than  secure  two  Judges  of  high  chancts, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  Native  laDgoigs^ 
to  hear  the  case  patiently  for  forty-two  dajst 
It  seemed  to  him  that  that  went  a  long  war 
in  the  endeavour  to  secure  justice.  And  1» 
would  point  out  this :  .that,  if  rehearings  we» 
to  be  granted,  they  shoiUd  not  be  granted 
excepting  upon  very  strong  grounds,  becansfr 
rehearings  were  most  expensive  to  the  owne» 
of  the  lands. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  sure  there  was  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  House  to  dispote 
the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  honoanWe 
member  for  Waitotara  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion. It  was  very  difficult  indeed  to  go  bayoad 
the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  Judges  after  a 
calm  and  full  inquiry  in  ojxin  Court ;  and,  if 
there  was  any  thing  which  would  satisfy  honour- 
able members  that  tho  decision  arrived  at— «t 
any  rate,  in  one  of  the  coses — was  a  rig^t  oo^ 
it  was  that  the  two  Judges  who  heard  the  c» 
came  before  the  Committee  last  session  asfl 
gave  their  evidence.  On  the  petition  presented 
with  regard  to  the  Te  Kapua  case,  they  ^« 
the  Committee  tho  reasons  upon  which  tbey 
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i  arrived  at  their  decision.  After  listening 
the  evidence  given  by  those  Judges,  and 
.T  a  full  inquiry — not  so  full  on  inquiry  as 
lid  have  taken  place  in  open  Court,  but  one 
the  most  exhaustive  Committee  inquiries 
t  had  taken  place  —  the  Native  Aftairs 
nmittee  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it 
Id  not  recommend  a  rehearing  of  the  case, 
bh  regard  to  the  Maungatautari  case,  he 
ught  that  the  conduct  of  the  Assessor  was 
in  to  grave  suspicion;  but  upon  that  point 
the  evidence  that  was  possible  had  been 
en  before  a  competent  Judge  —  a  Judge 
the  District  Court— who  was  appointed  for 
I  purpose  of  hearing  the  charges  against  the 
«ssor,  and,  though  he  was  not  altogether 
isfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Assessor,  yet 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  what  he  had 
le  would  not  render  him  liable  to  be  charged 
h.  bribery.  It  seemed  to  him  nothing  could 
kco  the  matter  in  a  clearer  light  than  the 
narks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
a.  The  Government  was  asked  to  con- 
er  the  question  during  the  recess ;  but 
Lat  machinery  was  there  at  the  disposal  of 
9  Government  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory 
[kclusion  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  a  case  ? 
was  quite  impossible  for  the  Government 
elf  to  set  up  a  tribunal  to  hear  evidence  on 
th  sides,  and  the  Government  had  no  power 
'  law  to  authorize  the  Court  to  review.     With 

rrd  to  the  Maungatautari  case,  he  might 
the  House  to  pass  an  Act  to  allow  the  ques- 
>n  to  be  reopened ;  and  he  would  have  less 
sinclination  to  do  that  were  it  not  for  the 
et  that  Europeans  had  purchased  some  of 
e  land,  and  had  large  vested  interests,  which 
>nld  entail  upon  the  House  and  the  Govem- 
ent  of  the  colony  grave  responsibilities  from 
pecuniary  point  of  view.  So  that  it  appeared 
him  that  it  was  almost  outside  the  ordinary 
ibunals  to  deal  with  these  cases,  and  almost 
itside  the  competency  of  the  House  to  re- 
wn  them.  He  agreed  that  great  care  should 
>  taken  with  regard  to  allowing  rehearings. 
I  was  true  that  the  Native  Land  Court  Bill 
:  this  session  did  establish  an  Appeal  Court 
pen  a  different  foundation,  and  it  provided 
tat,  where  the  case  was  heard  before  the 
bief  Judge,  the  rehearing  should  take  place 
sfore  two  Judges  of  the  Court  who  were  not 
mcemed  in  its  first  hearing.  He  did  not 
i^w  whether  that  would  be  satisfactory,  but 
0  thought  that  very  great  care  should  be 
Uten  with  regard  to  rehearings.  So  far  as  the 
eneral  principle  was  concerned,  something 
tight  be  done  for  the  better  administration  of 
utice  in  future;  bat,  with  regard  to  special 
Mes,  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Govem- 
lent  to  make  independent  inquiry,  and  the 
ifficnlties  in  the  way  of  doing  so  were  almost 
osQperable.  It  was  of  no  use  his  saying  to 
be  House  he  would  inquire  into  the  matter 
oring  the  recess  if  he  was  not  prepared  to  do 
^ ;  and  he  had  no  machinery  to  enable  him  to 
0  that.  So  far  as  rules  for  the  reorganization 
f  the  Court  were  concerned,  it  was  his  in  ton - 
ion  to  ask  the  Judges  of  the  Court  to  consider 
^  question,  to  try  to  devise  some  means  to 


prevent  the  possibility  of  just  groimds  of  com- 
plaint in  the  future. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  wanted  to  explain  the 
matter  a  little  more  than  had  been  done. 
When  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  arranged 
that  he  should  bring  forward  the  report  it  was 
understood  that  the  Native  members  would 
then  bring  before  the  House  what  they  con- 
sidered a  grievance — namely,  that  the  Com- 
mittee could  not  undertake  to  review  the  action 
of  the  Judges  —  could  not  undertake  to  re- 
examine the  evidence  the  Judges  had  before 
them  and  to  take  new  evidence,  and  to  give 
a  new  decision,  as  if  the  Committee  were  a 
Court  of  justice.  The  Committee  had  endea- 
voured for  several  years  past  to  set  aside  the 
idea  that  it  could,  in  effect,  review  the  judg- 
ments of  Courts ;  but  what  it  wished  to  do  was 
this :  If  there  was  an  allegation  of  injustice  on 
the  part  of  a  Judge,  or  of  partiality  on  the  part 
of  a  Judge,  or  if  any  irregularity  in  the  action 
of  the  Court  were  brought  before  it,  it  might 
pronounce  upon  that,  and  upon  nothing  more. 
With  regard  to  this  Te  Kapua  case  the  Judges 
sat  for  forty- two  days,  and  during  that  time 
innumerable  witnesses  were  examined  by  two 
Judges — Judge  Mackay  and  Judge  Mair — who 
were  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  Maori 
language,  and  who  took  minute  notes  of  every 
important  matter  that  came  before  them.  The 
Committee  were  asked  to  reconsider  that 
judgment  and  the  evidence  that  was  brought 
before  that  Court,  and  it  was  utterly  impossible 
for  the  Committee  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  Committee  spent  over  this  case  four  days 
last  year  and  two  days  this ;  and  the  reasons 
given  for  the  rehearing  were  in  part  things 
the  Committee  could  inquire  into,  as  they 
related  to  the  conduct  of  the  Court — to  both 
Judges  and  to  the  Assessor.  What  happened 
this  year  was  that  the  principal  witness  for 
the  petitioners,  who  was  examined  categori- 
cally, denied  that  there  was  any  truth  whatever 
in  the  allegations  in  reference  to  injustice 
on  the  part  of  the  Court;  and  he  went  out 
of  his  way  to  say  this  :  that  no  Judges 
could  have  more  patiently  weighed  the  evi- 
dence that  was  before  them,  and  that  there 
was  not  a  particle  of  the  charge  that  could  be 
proved  against  the  officers  of  the  Court  or 
against  the  Court  itself.  In  the  Maungatautari 
case  the  position  was  somewhat  different. 
Here,  again,  it  had  been  asserted  that  the 
Judges  were  influenced  by  the  Assessor.  The 
Judges  were  examined  before  the  Committee ; 
and  they  asserted — and,  he  had  no  doubt, 
truthfully — that  their  judgment  was  in  no  way 
influenced  by  the  Assessor ;  that,  individually, 
before  they  asked  the  Assessor's  opinion  at  aU, 
they  had  come  to  the  decision  that  was  ulti- 
mately given  as  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 
With  regard  to  the  Assessor,  it  was  stated  that 
ho  had  been  bribed  ;  and  when  that  assertion 
was  brought  before  the  Committee  last  year  a 
report  was  brought  up  to  the  encct  that  there 
were  very  grave  circumstances  which  tended  to 
show  that  the  Assessor  had  received  some  con- 
sideration from  a  European  who  was  actinsT 
as  agent  for  the  purchase  of  the  land;  and. 
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the  OoTenixnent  was  reoommcnded  to  go  more 
minutely  into  the  matter,  and  to  inquire 
thoroughly  as  to  his  action.  The  Government 
had  appointed  an  ex-Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  he  had 
done  so.  It  ought  to  he  stated  that  the  Chiel 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  rejwrted 
early  last  year  that  there  were  grave  suspicions 
with  regard  to  the  case,  and,  indeed,  spoke  very 
strongly  upon  it.  The  Commissioner  whom  the 
Qovermnent  appointed  held  an  inquiry,  and 
ordered  the  Assessor,  a  man  named  Waata 
Tipa,  to  appear  before  him ;  but,  though  he 
never  did  appear  before  him  to  justify  his 
action,  there  was  a  sort  of  whitewashing  pro- 
cess in  the  report.  He  (Colonel  Trimble)  had 
not  the  least  doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  the 
man  was  bribed  ;  but  the  sums  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Western  l^Iaori  District  had 
referred  to  were  many  of  them  purely  mythi- 
cal. The  Committee  had  no  evidence  of  that 
at  all.  The  statements  as  to  special  sums 
were  mere  assertions,  which  might  or  might 
not  be  true.  But  he  did  recrivea  che<^ue  under 
the  name  of  a  loan,  which  it  was  said  was  re- 
paid. Now,  they  considered  that  an  Assessor 
should  be  just  as  much  above  suspicion  as  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Court,  and  the  Conmiittee 
had  embodied  that  in  their  report.  The  Com- 
mittee said,  "The  Committee  considers  that 
the  action  of  the  Assessor  should  be  above  sus- 
picion, and  the  Qovemment  should  look  after 
the  official  conduct  of  so  important  an  officer, 
who  is  virtually  a  Judge.'*  They  wound  up  by 
saying,  "  The  Government  should  at  once  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  question  whether  he 
should  be  continued  as  an  Assessor."  He 
maintained  that  the  man  ought  not  to  be  con- 
tinued as  an  Assessor.  But  here  was  the  posi- 
tion the  Maori  members  took  in  regard  to  it : 
**  Wliat  is  the  use  of  making  a  report  of  this 
kind  ?  We  want  a  rehearing.  It  is  not  the 
punishment  of  this  man  we  want.  We  want  a 
rehearing  as  to  the  land."  They  made  the 
rehearing  the  main  point,  and  the  purity  of  the 
Court  was  a  secondary  matter.  The  position 
of  the  matter  was  as  he  had  stated.  With  re- 
ffard  to  the  rehearing,  the  Committee  could  not 
deal  with  it.  There  was  no  use  in  msJcing  a 
recommendation  which  was  utterly  worthless. 
If  they  made  a  recommendation  for  a  rehear- 
ing the  Judge  would  not  be  in  the  least  in- 
fluenced by  it,  and  there  was  no  other  Court  to 
appeal  to.  But  they  recommended  what  could 
be  done,  and  that  was,  that  the  Court  should  be 
purified.  He  trusted  the  Government  would 
see  to  that  before  the  House  met  again. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  brought  up  the  following 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments 
made  in  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Council : — 

"  As  to  the  new  paragraphs  added  to  clause 
46.  Firsi,  the  proposed  method  of  adjusting  the 
representation  will  prove  entirely  unworkable  ; 
second,  the  provision  conflicts  with  the  previous 
part  of  the  section. 

"  As  to  section  47.  The  limit  of  one  month  is 
Colonel  Trinible 


insufficient  time  to  allow  the  Coaneil  to  oq 
out  what  is  required  by  special  order.  Um 
months  were  proposed,  that  might  be  scea 

"  As  to  section  157.  That  the  amaid] 
made  is  an  infringement  of  the  pmil^  4 
this  House,  and  that  the  House  traatBiinitti 
will  be  a  sufficient  reason  to  induce  the  Caai 
to  waive  its  amendment. 

"  As  to  section  181  (new  paragraphs),  ^ik 
the  House  recognizes  the  need  of  Bome  ok 
provision  as  has  been  added  by  the  Comal  s 
may  happen  that  the  Chairman  may  nochm 
received  the  yearly  balance-sheets  ssd  lUih 
ments.  The  paragraph  would  be  imobj«:tisB' 
able  if  the  words  '  if  received  by  the  Oijunas 
or  Council '  were  inserted  between  the  vofc 
*  not '  and  *  published '  in  the  second  lioi  of 
the  new  paragraph,  and  if  a  proviso  wen  Wr 
sorted  at  the  end  of  the  last  parsgrsph  totb 
following  effect :  *  Provided  alwajs  1h$l  tb 
Chairman  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  peoaJsrS 
he  has  not  received  the  balance-sheet,  s 
ment,  or  exceptions  respectively.* 

"  As  to  section  185.  The  limit  to  ten  nii- 
payers  is  too  small,  as  a  special  audit  is  exps- 
sive.  If  the  limit  were  fixed  at  one-tvdft^  d 
the  ratepayers,  such  an  amendment  voo^  &» 
acceptable  to  the  House. 

*'  As  to  section  195.  The  way  in  wbieb  tk 
section  is  framed  gives  all  absentees  votes,  id 
where  there  is  a  large  number  of  abisittt 
proprietors  it  makes  it  impossible  to  asosctak 
the  true  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  in  r!^uit» 
borrowing ;  second,  that  the  provision  win  be 
found  unworkable  and  unfair,  espeaai^  is 
districts  with  a  scattered  population. 

*'  As  to  section  289.  As  the  pows  to  iosad 
agricultural  schools  is  optional,  and  ssb» 
counties  desire  it,  there  can  be  no  humia. 
encouraging  local  self-government  fay  ff^ 
the  counties  power  to  do  so  if  they  please. 

"  As  to  section  291.  This  provision  hi*  iem 
in  force  for  many  years,  and  no  hann  has  9- 
sultcd  from  it ;  second,  it  is  a  very  necessi? 
provision,  because  in  many  country  distncaii 
will  be  impossible  to  found  a  libnuy  viibos^ 
some  aid  outside  of  the  subsidy  granted  by  tte 
Government. 

•*  As  to  section  313.  The  amendment  bi& 
allows  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Road  Bona 
delaying  the  sending  of  the  accounts  till  tfa» 
30th  June,  whilst  the  Chairman  of  the  oooiiy 
is  bound  by  the  previous  clause  to  send  in  th» 
accounts  on  or  before  the  same  date.  W6» 
the  date  altered  to  the  14th  June,  there  wj:^ 
be  time  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  «* 
former  section." 

Beasons  agreed  to,  and  forwarded  to  ^ 
Legislative  Council. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL 
Sir  R.  STOUT  brought  up  the  followiBg 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendmfflifc 
made  in  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Cooncil:- 
*•  As  to  sections  135  and  137.  The  amcpa- 
ments  made  are  an  infringement  of  the  pi^ 
leges  of  this  House,  and  the  House  trusts  tbU 
will  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  Coan» 
waiving  its  amendments. 
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A«  to  section  182.  First,  that  tho  proposed 
Mid  me  lit  is  contrary  to  >vhac  has  been  the 

in  reference  to  borrowing  in  the  Municipal 
potations  for  many  years ;  second,  that  it 
imes  all  those  who  are  absent  would  vote 
inst  the  loan;  third,  that  it  introduces  a 
igerooB  principle  in  voting  in  allowing  ab- 
teefl  to  count  as  having  voted  against  the 
posal. 

As  to  section  219.  That,  if  the  words 
parate  on  '  were  omitted,  the  section  would 
hgreed  to.  That  the  reason  these  words  are 
ected  to  is  that  it  was  a  pledge  given  to  the 

Sle  of  Auckland  when  the  Auckland  Con- 
ating  Lioon  Act  was  passed  that  no  separate 
es  sliould  he  raised,  and  that  2s.  in  the  pound 
mid  be  the  limit  of  rating  for  current  ez- 
ifles  and  interest  and  sinking  fund  for  loans. 
'As  to  the  First  Schedule.  The  creation  of 
m  districts  weakens  county  government ;  and 
Me  bodies  are  not  required,  since  the  creation 
a  borough  can  be  easily  obtained." 
Eteasons  agreed  to,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Ipslative  Council. 

WANGANUI  RIVER. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Minister  for 
iblio  Works,  —  (1.)  If  he  will  inform  the 
suae  what  the  cost  of  snagging,  clearing,  and 
epening  the  Wanganui  River,  as  at  present 
oposed,  is  likely  to  be  ?  (2.)  What  the  cost 
completing  the  road  from  the  Wanganui 
iver  to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
Vf  is  computed  to  be,  and  whether  the 
bmated  cost  includes  metalling  ?  (3.)  Whe- 
i«r  the  Maoris  have  asked  for  compensation 
r  intruding  upon  their  lands,  either  for  the 
aking  of  roads,  or  for  right  of  wharfage,  or 
ght  of  landing ;  and  whether  Government  will 
ivonrably  entertain  such  claims  ?  (4.)  What 
the  draught  of  water  likely  to  be  secured  in 
le  Wanganui  River  when  the  proposed  works 
»  finished  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied,  as  regarded 
Rcstion  number  one,  the  expenditure  to  the 
Ut  March  last  was  £1,470  and  the  cost  of  the 
ants,  and  it  was  estimated  that  an  additional 
no  of  £800  would  be  required  to  clear  the  river 
p  to  Pipiriki.  To  the  second  part  of  the 
oestion  he  had  to  state  that  the  road  from 
Ipiriki  to  Ohakune  for  a  pack -track  with 
nigh  cart-bridges  would  be  about  £4,000,  and 
i  was  being  laid  out  with  a  view  of  being  con- 
erted  into  a  good  dray-road  ultimately.  To 
be  third  part  of  the  question  he  had  to  reply 
Itti  a  small  section  of  Maoris  hod  made  a 
laim  for  land  taken  and  the  privilege  of  land- 
Bg.  The  principal  man  was  not  Major  Kemp, 
a  had  been  stated  in  the  public  Press,  but 
iDoiher  Maori  of  the  same  name  of  no  import- 
oce ;  and  the  claim  would  probably  be  settled 
01  ft  very  small  sum.  In  reply  to  the  fourth 
[uoition,  it  was  intended  to  get  2ft.  on  the 
ipids  at  ordinary  sunmier  level. 

KUROW  LAND. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
"Jiy  the  land  at  Kurow  is  not  advertised  for 
i*lfi.  and  why  such  delay  ?    About  two  years 


ago  a  promise  was  made  tliat  this  land  would 
be  opened  for  sale  not  later  than  September 
last,  and  yet  nearly  another  year  had  gone  by 
and  no  action  had  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  had  been  some 
slight  delay  in  the  matter  owing  to  the  I^- 
damation  having  been  delayed  in  the  Printing 
Office.  Instructions  had  been  given  by  tele- 
gram to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  to 
have  the  land  advertised  at  once.  The  Pro- 
clamation appeared  in  the  last  Qazette^  and  the 
land  for  sale  would  be  open  in  September,  and 
the  leased  land  a  little  later.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  opening  of  the  land,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  agree  that  tiiere 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  resuming 
possession  of  the  land,  and  then  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  consider  the  best  time  of  the  year 
for  throwing  it  open  for  sale ;  so  that,  in  tact, 
the  unavoidable  delay  in  the  matter  had  not 
exceeded  more  than  a  couple  of  weeks. 

A.  CLAYDEN. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands* 
— (1.)  Whether  he  has  seen  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Arthur  Clayden,  in  England,  to  the  New  Zea- 
land Herald  of  the  Slst  July,  in  which  he 
denounces  the  low-toned  commercial  morality 
of  New  Zealand  ?  (2.)  Whether  that  gentle- 
man is  receiving  pay  from  the  Government; 
and,  if  so,  docs  tne  Minister  consider  that  Mr. 
Clayden,  while  holding  and  expressing  such 
opinions,  is  likely  to  render  anv  real  service  to 
the  colony?  Although  this  letter  had  been 
sent  to  a  newspaper  in  the  colony,  it  might 
naturally  be  expected  that  the  person  who 
wrote  it  had  given  expression  to  the  same  opin- 
ions in  the  Home  -  country,  and  they  would 
create  an  unfavourable  and  unwarrantable 
opinion  there  with  regard  to  commercial  affairs 
in  the  colony.  He  would  read  a  few  extracts 
from  the  letter  to  show  the  nature  of  it : — 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  use  your  influential 
columns  to  say  a  few  words  which,  I  think,  it 
is  time  should  be  said  on  the  low-toned  com- 
mercial morality  of  the  colony.  In  my  self- 
imposed  task  of  inducing  a  better  class  of 
emigration  to  New  Zealand  I  have  necessarily 
a  large  amount  of  correspondence.  Some  of 
my  correspondents  have  sad  stories  to  tell  of 
frauds  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  in 
New  Zealand.  My  own  experience  in  Nelson, 
where  I  had  to  take  legal  proceedings  to  pro- 
tect myself  from  an  infamous  attempt  on  the 
part  of  a  Government  official  to  rob  me  of  £200, 
leads  me  to  sympathize  with  these  defrauded 
English  and  Scotch  investors." 

The  writer  then  went  on  to  allude  to  a 
thrifty  Scotch  tradesman  who  hod  been  induced 
by  ]\Ir.  Bathgate  and  Mr.  Berry  to  invest  in 
mortgages  on  property  in  Napier,  and  sundry 
companies,  to  the  extent  of  £5,000,  and  said, — 

"  Ho  is,  in  short,  confronted  with  something 
more  than  a  bare  possibility  of  ruin.  One  or 
two  Dunedin  companies,  instead  of  yielding  the 
promised  10  per  cent.,  are  yielding  nothing 
but  ruinous  calls.  One  of  these  commercial 
swindles  shows  on  its  prospectus  a  sum  of 
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institutioiui  of  tho  colony,  as  supplied  in  Tables 
8  and  4  of  last  year  ;  and  whether  this  year's 
report  will  be  maile  complete  by  supplying  such 
information?  The  information  in  the  report 
this  year  was  far  less  full  than  last  year.  He 
was  aware  that  now,  under  the  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Act,  many  of  the  child- 
ren were  paid  for  by  the  District  Boards ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  information  concerning 
them  would  be  valuable,  and  he  apprehended 
that  the  Government  would  have  little  diffi- 
culty  in  getting  ic. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  raid  tho  information  had  not 
been  given  bccauHo  many  of  the  institutions 
were  now  under  local  control,  and  the  informa- 
tion supplied  referred  only  to  children  paid  for 
by  the  Government.  However,  ho  would  ask 
the  local  Boards  to  supply  the  information 
next  year,  as  it  was  useful  information. 

"  HINEMOA." 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  tho  Government. 
Whether  they  consider  it  necessai-y,  in  view  of 
the  facilities  aiTordod  by  the  ordinary  steamers, 
to  send  the  '*  Hinemoa  *'  to  Auckland  for  the 
conveyance  of  members  to  their  homes  at  the 
end  of  the  present  and  future  sessions?  It 
seemed  to  him  unnecessary  expenditure  to  send 
the  "  Hinemoa  "  to  fetch  members  down  and 
take  thorn  back.  He  was  aware  that  some 
time  was  saved  by  northern  members  in  fretting 
to  their  homes,  and  he  should  not  object  to  it 
if  they  availed  themselves  of  tho  convenience 
offered  ;  but  very  often  tho  "  Hinemoa  '*  took 
only  a  few,  tho  great  majority  going  by  tho 
ordinary  steamers.  He  should  like  to  sec  tho 
Government  save  tlie  expense. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  it  was  a  ^eat  conveni- 
ence to  the  Auckland  and  northern  members, 
because  it  meant  tho  difference  between  thirty 
and  seventy  hours,  owing  to  tlio  number  of 
places  the  ordinary  steamers,  wlien  going  up 
the  other  coast,  called  at.  If  fifteen  or  twenty 
members  went  by  the  "Hinemoa"  it  was  really 
a  matter  of  economy  to  send  her,  if  tho  boat 
was  not  otherwise  particularly  engaged.  For 
those  reasons  the  Government  considered  it 
desirable  to  still  offer  to  honourable  members 
such  a  convenience. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  state  a  minimum  'tiumber  of 
members  for  whom  the  **  Hinemoa  '*  would  be 
sent. 

Mr.  LARNACH  thought  he  would  bo  justified 
in  refusing  to  send  her  unless  ten  or  a  dozen 
members  wont  by  her.  He  did  not  know  that 
she  had  ever  carried  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty, 
except  on  the  last  occasion  of  coming  down 
from  the  Manukau,  where  slie  was  on  account  of 
having  had  to  go  north  on  other  business  con- 
nected with  public  works,  and  probably  was 
only  ready  to  start  south  at  so  inconvenient  a 
time  that  many  members  had  booked  their 
passages  by  other  steamers. 

CROSS  CREEK  EMPLOYES. 
Mr.   BUCHANAN    asked   tho   Government, 
Whether  they  intend  granting  any  compensa- 
tion to  railway  employes  at  Cross  Creek  who 
Mr.  Peacock 


have  built  houses  there,  and  who  mxf  k 
removed  from  time  to  time  to  other  ^ttia 
along  the  line  ?  He  had  moxe  thsi  osa 
represented  the  injustice  under  which  the  nii- 
wav  employ^  there  suffered  in  the  mittar 
of  nousing.  Some  of  the  men  were  li^  is 
Government  cottages,  and  for  a  kngtuneiul 
no  rent  whatever,  but  latterly  they  had  tea 
paying  2s.  6d.  a  week,  while  othera  had  bast 
indirectly  compelled  to  put  up  ootfcages  of  fte 
own,  at  a  cost  of  £70  or  £80  each.  Tbm  afi 
were  subject  to  removal  to  other  plaoefiikB( 
tho  line,  in  which  case  they  would  be  quite  fi 
the  mercy  of  their  successors,  if  uiy.astogsl- 
ting  any  return  for  their  outlay.  He  knevft 
case  in  which  a  man  had  recently  been  sh^ 
along  the  line  —  he  understood,  throoghtb 
Government  reducing  the  number  of  watmr 
ployed  at  Cross  Creek.  He  had  put  i^>fteDt 
tage  there  costing  £60  or  £70,  and  bad  efeHil 
about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  land;  aodm 
now  compelled  to  leave  the  result  of  his  kbnr 
and  earnings  behind  him.  He  (Kr.  BaebcBs) 
understood  that  in  other  parts  of  the  eoki? 
some  consideration  was  given  to  GoTezmaait 
employes  in  such  a  case  as  this,  and  he  lu 
quite  sure  that  the  Minister  for  Publie  Wosb 
would  as  far  as  possible  prevent  men  safieoi^ 
such  hardship  as  that  which  had  been  refeoed 
to  in  asking  this  question.  He  hoped,  ti}S^ 
fore,  that  the  matter  would  receive  fsTacaib 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Hinister. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the hoaoB^ 
able  gentleman  was  good  enough  tohDD^tks 
matter  under  his  notice  privately  the  other  da?, 
when  a  reply  was  given  to  him  to  titt  cSee^ 
that  the  employe's  case  now  refened  to  fH 
under  the  favourable  consideration  of  tb«&- 
partment.  He  thought  it  would  haw  b« 
time  enough  to  have  brought  this  matters- 
ward  if  any  injustice  had  been  done,wiwi 
certainly  was  not  the  case  in  regard  to  tije«- 
ployes  in  question.  He  assumed  thatfeeokj^t 
of  asking  the  question  publicly  was  to  ge*  1» 
answer  put  on  record.  He  had  to  say  thittij 
department  would  take  the  circmn^c^* 
these  men  into  consideration  as  faraaposi^ 
and  that  no  loss  would  be  inflicted  opontfafiA 
that  could  be  avoided. 

WAX  VESTAS.  . 

ISfr.    BROWN  asked   the  Committionff  d 
Customs,    If   he    will    state  why  difleBBwJ 
duties  are  charged  upon   the  same  cUjs« 
goods  in   quality  and  quantity— namely, JJ^ 
vestas— 50-plaidk  and  250-boxe9—niannfactiBW 
bv  Messrs.  Bryant  and  May,  Bell  and  BhA  i 
and  Boll  and  Co.?    He  had  no  doabl  tW  , 
i  t  was  well   known   to  most  membcis  of  ttf  | 
House  that  an  od  valorem  duty  o^  ^P*^  ' 
was  charged  upon  the  class  of  goods  town 
his  question  referred,  and  what  ^^^dearwte 
know  was,  whether  the  Government  w^*F^ 
tho  invoice  price    of   the   goods,  or  wheai* 
the  department  put  its  own  value  upon  thes. 
These  vestas  were  well  known  to  besimi^* 
quality,  and  it  was  understood  that  th«  pj* 
chasing-price  in  the  colony  was  the  same  ;J* 
it  was  supposed  that  the  Government  fitt»  * 
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lover  rate  of  duty  upon  one  of  these  lines  than 
they  did  upon  others,  thereby  handicapping  to 
a  large  extent  one  or  more  of  the  other  manu- 
facturers. He  would  like  to  know  what  was  the 
rule  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOQEL  replied  that  the  question  re- 
ferred, apparently,  to  a  long-standing  dispute 
between  one  firm  in  the  colony  and  the  Cus- 
toms  Department.     The   facts   were   simply 
those:  that  the  department  had  to  resist  an 
attempt  to  create  a  monopoly  of  a  very  exclu- 
give  kmd  in  the  sale  of  matches  in  New  Zea- 
land.   He  need  scarcely  tell  honourable  mem- 
bers that  there  were   some  countries  which 
made  a  great  deal  by  the  sale  of  monopolies  ; 
and,  if   New    Zealand  were  to   do   anything 
in  that  way,  it  would  be  better  to  do  it  not  by 
a  side-wind,  but  on  some  recognized  principle, 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  revenue.    The  cir- 
omnstances  of  this  case  were  these :  A  parti- 
cular firm  had  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  manufacturers  of  matches  in  England  by 
which,  in  consideration  of  their  guaranteeing 
very   large  orders  —  amounting,  in  value   to 
£10,000  a  year — the  price  was  reduced  to  them 
by  a  very  considerable  amount.    If  the  Cus- 
toms Department  were  to  levy  the  ad  valorem 
duty  npon  the  invoice  price,  the  advantage  to 
the  importer  would  be  large,  amounting  to  a 
monopoly ;  and  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  other 
traders,  and  to  the   revenue  of   the   colony. 
Therefore  an  application  in  that  direction  had 
not  been  agreed  to.    The  duty  on  matches  was 
an  ad  valorem  one,  and  the  Act  interpreted 
the  vaJue  to  be  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
dutiable  goods  in  the  usual  and  ordinaiy  com- 
mercial acceptation  of  the  term  at  the  usual 
and  ordinary  credit,  and  not  the  cash  value  of 
sach  goods  in  the  principal  markets  of  the 
country   whence   the    same   were    imported. 
That  was  the  only  way  in  which  value  could 
"be  estimated,  in  justice  to  the  revenue  of  the 
colony.    The  House  would  better  understand 
the  force  of  what  he  had  stated  when  he  men- 
tioned that  one  shipment  of  these  matches  that 
"was  seized — the  importers  being  paid  10  per 
oent.  in  advance  of  the  entered  value,  the  duty 
at  the  same  time  being  returned — had,  on  being 
sold  at  auction,  realized  45  per  cent,  over  the 
value  at  which  they  had  been  entered  for  duty. 
This  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which  the  Qo- 
-vamment  had   to  be  firm,  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  the  country.    If  the  firm  who  ob- 
jected to  the  proceedings  of  the  Government 
^were  inclined  for  litigation  the  Government 
^vrould  be  quite  prepared  to  meet  them. 

MR.  GLADSTONE. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
'Whether  they  will,  seeing  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  '<  to 
aeek  repose  in  or  beyond  Great  Britain,"  com- 
xminicate  by  cable  with  the  right  honourable 
^rexitleman,  and  invite  him  to  visit  the  Colony 
of  iNew  Zealand  ?  When  he  put  this  question 
on.  the  Order  Paper  he  was  not  aware  that  in 
September,  1883,  a  large  majority  of  the  mem- 
l>ers  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand 
-nrrote  and  sent  a  letter  to  the^  Bight  Hon.  W. 


E.  Gladstone,  inviting  him  to  visit  the  colony ; 
but  he  found  that  that  was  so^and  that  in  due 
course  there  came  a  reply  thanking  the  honour- 
able members  of  both  Houses  for  having  sent 
the  invitation,  and  regretting  "  that  it  is  un- 
happily impossible  for  me  to  comply  with  thia 
invitation,  as  the  constant  pressure  of  my 
official  duties  will  not  admit  of  my  removal 
even  to  a  point  much  nearer  these  islands  and 
this  metropolis."  It  was  known  that  since  then 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  en- 
gaged in  important  duties  in  the  Home-coun- 
try ;  but  a  recent  calogram  stated  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
seek  repose  in  or  beyond  Great  Britain.  That, 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  causes  that  pre- 
cluded his  acceptance  of  the  invitation  of  1888 
had  now  disappeared,  and  he  might  find  suf- 
ficient leisure  to  visit  this  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions.  It  seemed,  therefore,  very  fitting 
that  another  invitation  should  be  sent  to  him. 
The  results  of  such  a  visit  must  be  beneficial  in> 
the  way  of  strengthening  the  bonds  of  imion 
between  the  Mother-country  and  her  colonies, 
and  the  visit  would  give  the  colonies  very  great 
pleasure. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  was  sure  that  nothing  would 
give  this  colony  and  its  people  greater  pleasure 
than  to  see  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  was  undoubtedly 
the  first  statesman  in  the  world ;  but  it  was- 
te be  feared  that  if  he  came  here  he  would 
obtain  little  repose,  owing  to  the  great  demon- 
strations which  would  be  made  to  welcome 
him.  However,  if  he  could  see  his  way  to  come- 
here  the  Government  would,  on  behalf  of  the 
colony,  make  his  visit  as  enjoyable  as  possible. 
It  was,  however,  hardly  probable  that  the  right, 
honourable  gentleman  would  venture  to  come 
so  far,  especially  at  this  time. 

LIGHTHOUSE-KEEPEBS. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine,. 
Will  the  Government  cause  a  few  books  to  be 
purchased  for  the  use  of  lighthouse  -  keepers, 
causing  small  boxes  of  these  books  to  be  carried 
from  station  to  station  in  rotation  by  the  vessels- 
which  visit  those  lighthouses?  This  was  a. 
question  which  materially  concerned  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  light- 
house-keepers, and  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
Government  could  see  their  way  to  make  ar- 
rajigements  such  as  those  suggested  in  the 
question. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said  that  instructions  hod 
been  given  some  time  ago  for  the  purchase 
of  a  small  library  for  circulation  among  the 
lighthouse-keepers.  The  library  would  be  of  a 
miscellaneous  character,  and  would  cost  about 
£30  or  £40.  The  books  would  be  passed  from 
one  station  to  another  till  they  had  gone  round 
the  whole  of  them. 

COLONIAL  AND  IMPEBIAL  SQUADBON.. 
Captain  BUSSELL  asked  the  Premier,  If 
any  despatches  or  other  communications  have 
been  sent  to  or  received  from  the  Agent-Gene- 
ral, Admiral  Tryon,  or  any  other  persons  on. 
the  subject  of  contributions  from  this  colony 
towards  the  creation  or  maintenance  of  a  Colo* 
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Aial  and  Imperial  flquadroii  of  the  Royal  Navy 
in  Australasian  waters  ;  and,  if  there  are  any, 
whether  injury  to  public  interests  is  likely  to 
.arise  from  their  being  laid  before  this  House? 
There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on 
the  question  of  federation  of  late,  and,  oa  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  most  likely  step  to 
lead  to  federation  would  be  the  establishment 
of  an  Imperial  squadron  in  which  the  colonies 
should  have  an  interest,  he  put  this  question. 
Ho  might  add  that  he  hod  had  the  pleasure  of 
■conversing  with  Admiral  Tryon  on  the  subject, 
and  knew  that  he  took  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  tlie  matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  there  had  been  de- 
spatches received  in  reference  to  this  matter ; 
but  the  corrcKpondence  was  not  yet  complete. 
Had  the  (lovernment  intended  to  deal  with  the 
matter  tliis  session  they  would  have  produced 
them  to  the  House,  or  such  of  them  as  were 
not  of  a  confidential  character.  However,  it 
seemed  to  the  Government  that  the  question 
was  not  ripe  for  discussion  this  year,  and  there- 
fore they  had  not  produced  tlie  despatches. 
Koxt  yesir  they  would  no  doubt  be  produced. 

FRUIT  TARIFF  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  IVKSS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  the  railway  tariff  to 
be  readjusted,  with  a  view  of  transferring  fruit 
to  Class  K,  in  order  that  it  may  be  carried  at 
■the  same  rates  as  charged  for  grain  and  other 
local  productions?  Great  dissatisfaction  ex- 
isted among  Canterbury  fruit-growers  because 
they  were  compelled  to  pay  two-thirds  more 
for  the  conveyance  of  their  produce  on  the 
railways  than  the  farmers  were  called  upon  to 
pay  for  the  conveyance  of  wool,  grain,  &c. ;  and 
it  was  thought  that  if  the  Government  would 
place  fruit  in  the  same  class  as  grain  that 
would  very  much  help  the  export  of  fruit.  He 
might  add  that  he  had  been  looking  over  the 
freight  charged  on  fruit  in  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies and  comparing  it  with  what  the  New 
Zealand  fruit-grower  had  to  pay,  and  he  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  ^linister  for 
Public  Works  to  the  differences.  On  the  New 
Zealand  lines  the  freight  on  fruit  for  50  miles 
was  £1  2s.  lid. ;  for  150  miles,  £2  Os.  Id.  In 
Victoria,  for  50  miles,  13s.  Cd. ;  for  150  miles, 
£1  18s.  6d.  New  South  Wales,  50  miles,  5s.  4d. ; 
150  miles,  13s.  Gd.  Queensland,  50  miles,  12s. 
3d. ;  150  miles,  £1  19s.  Gd.  South  Australia, 
50  miles,  8s.  4d. ;  150  miles,  ITs.  9d.  The 
result  was  that  we  in  New  Zealand  charged  for 
the  conveyance  of  fruit  for  50  miles  £1  28.  lid., 
and  for  grain  the  same  distance  8s.  8d. ;  and 
for  150  miles  we  charged,  for  the  conveyance 
of  fruit,  £2  Os.  Id.,  and  carried  the  same  quan- 
tity of  grain  for  the  same  distance  for  17s.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  re- 
cognize the  anomaly  he  had  pointed  out,  and 
take  speedy  means  to  place  fruit  in  the  same 
class  as  grain. 

Mr.  E.  KICnARDSON  replied  that  probably 
the  honourable  member  was  not  aware  that 
some  little  time  ago  the  charge  for  the  con- 
veyance of  fruit  had  been  reduced.  It  had  not 
.been  reduced  so  far  as  the  question  asked  that 
Captain  Russell 


it  should  be  ;  but  it  could  hardly  be 
that  fruit,  which  required  careful 
should  be  carried  at  the  same  rate  u 
building-stone,  or  grain,  which 
best  material  the  railways  had  to  canr,  lit 
rates  now  chargeable,  he  belieTed,  woak 
the  reasonable  wishes  of  fniit-gro^ 


T.  KUKUPA. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  asked  the  GoTemmentlf^ 
will,  during  the  recess,  cause  an  inqaiz;  • 
be  made  into  the  claim  of  the  chief  fn 
Kukupa,  in  accordance  with  the  rspcst  d  di 
Native  Affairs  Committee  of  the  i^  iA 
last  ?  He  wished  to  say  that  this  chitf  m. 
his  brother,  many  years  ago,  were  fcr  a  !a^ 
time  the  saieguard  of  Auddand  to  the  &^ 
They  were  always  faithful  to  the  Ecitfoi^ 
and  prevented  the  NatiTes  coming  dawnjj^ 
Auckland  on  one  occasion.  The  chief  Tk 
Kukupa  had  a  Terj  strong  claim  apac  dn 
sympathy  and  goodwill  of  the  GoveniaBi^ 
and  he  trusted  that  an  inquiry  would  be  ea2i 
into  his  claim. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  report  bsd  bees 
considered  by  the  Government,  and  ies^x- 
tions  had  already  been  given  for  an  inqcsrW 
be  made,  which  the  Surveyor^Geneisl  ^^ 
carry  out. 

THAMES  RESIDENT  MAGISTRAL. 

Mr.  C  ADMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  J&siias, 
What  arrangements  he  proposes  making  2 
respect  to  carrying  on  the  duties  perfonaed  bf 
the  late  Resident  Magistrate  and  Wsidss  a 
the  Thames  ?  He  had  received  a  oonsidaa^ 
number  of  telegnuns  on  this  matter,  mm  d 
them  urging  claims  of  various  people,  o:keES 
requesting  that  he  would  endeavour  10  see  sbi 
the  appointment  was  given  to  none  bet  s  cas- 
petent  man.  He  would  remind  the  Kisis^ 
of  Justice  that  there  were  several  imporUES 
Native  purchases  now  in  course  of  ncgotiai^ 
which  would  be  held  in  abeyance  tUl  tbs 
appointment  was  made.  He  hoped,  theiefiae, 
the  Minister  would  not  let  this  work  get  too  £tf 
in  arrear  by  neglecting  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that,  like  the  hcmoszaiiie 
gentleman,  he  had  received  several  ranini«9 
of  this  vacancy,  and  had  got  one  just  now.  is 
arrangement  had  been  made  for  canying  ffi 
the  business  at  the  Thames  by  Mr.  NortJiciciS. 
of  Waikato,  until  there  was  a  pezmaoffli 
appointment,  if  any,  which  question  woald  bs 
considered  immediately  after  the  close  of  tin 


REHEARING  OF  NATIVE  LAND  GLADE. 
Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Native  Ministac, 
Whether  the  Government  will  consult  *iA 
the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Ceart 
with  a  view  of  so  amending  Rule  No.  -57  d 
the  Native  Land  Court  that  it  be  made  slwft]^ 
the  practice  that,  whenever  an  applicatieii  fs 
a  rehearing  is  made  against  the  decision  of  tbe 
Native  Land  Court  in  the  first  hearing  of » 
block  of  land,  or  in  a  first  hearing  of  aso^ 
division  claim,  the  applicant  or  applicant «? 
and  the  parties  opposed  to  such  rebeariog  li 
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given  the  option  of  appearing  in  Chambers  or 
in  open  Court,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  fixed, 
to  argue  in  support  of  or  against  such  rehearing 
beiog  granted  ?  He  had  pot  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  with  the  object  of  remedying 
a  want  which  had  been  felt  for  some  time  past, 
asd  was  sure  that  if  the  course  he  pointed  out 
were  adopted  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  num- 
ber of  rehearings  granted  instead  of  increasing 
them,  and  would  at  the  same  time  give  general 
satisfaction  to  the  Maoris.  He  understood 
that  hitherto  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Chief  Judge  not  to  give  the  parties  an  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing  before  him,  but  to  either 
grant  or  refuse  an  application  from  his  office. 
He  was  aware  that  no  provision  had  been 
made  to  meet  this  point  in  the  Act  passed  this 
session ;  but,  when  the  rules  under  the  Native 
Land  Court  Act  of  this  session  were  drawn  up 
—and  he  supposed  such  would  be  done — he 
hoped  some  provision  would  bo  made  in  the 
direction  indicated. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that,  without  express- 
ing any  opinion  upon  the  question  stated,  he 
might  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
it  was  the  intention,  in  drawing  up  the  rules 
mider  the  new  Act,  to  take  the  point  into  con- 
sideration. The  rules  would  be  very  carefully 
drafted  in  the  first  place,  and  then  they  would 
be  submitted  to  the  whole  of  the  Judges  and 
their  opinions  elicited.  The  suggestions  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  in  the  ques- 
tion had  already  been  considered,  and  he  might 
state  that  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Judge  was 
not  altogether  favourable,  though  it  went 
somewhat  in  the  same  direction.  The  matter 
would  no  doubt  be  very  carefully  considered 
when  the  rules  and  regulations  came  before 
the  Judges. 

PARNELL  VACCINATOR. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  require  the  certifying  officer 
at  Auckland  to  certify  whether  Mr.  Sanders,  of 
Pamell,  is  or  is  not  a  competent  and  proper 
person  to  be  appointed  a  Public  Vaccinator 
mider  "  The  Public  Health  Act,  1876,"  as  de- 
sired by  a  great  many  inhabitants  of  Pamell  ? 
The  Public  Health  Act  provided  that  persons 
otlicr  than  medical  practitioners  might  be 
Vaccinators,  provided  that  the  certifying  officer 
for  the  district  should  certify  that  such  persons 
were  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office.  He  understood  that  application  had 
been  made  by  a  great  many  inhabitants  of 
Pamell  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sanders,  who  was  a 
homoeopathic  practitioner,  and  had  a  large 
practice  in  that  suburb.  The  certifying  officer, 
he  (Mr.  Samuel)  believed,  evaded  the  question 
which  was  put  to  him,  and  did  not  certify  either 
that  the  gentleman  referred  to  was  or  was  not 
competent.  Instead  of  answering  categori- 
cally, as  it  was  evidently  intended  by  the  Act 
that  he  should  do,  the  officer  had  replied  that 
Air.  Sanders  was  not  a  medical  practitioner, 
EUkd  that  there  were  many  duly-qualified  medi- 
cal practitioners  in  the  district.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  that  was  doing  what  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  Act ;   and  therefore  he  asked  the 


question.  He  would  add  that  he  was  per^ 
sonally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sanders,  and  had 
received  benefit  from  his  medical  treatment;, 
and  that,  before  asking  the  question,  he  had 
consulted  the  honourable  member  who  repre- 
sented the  district. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  officer  referred  to  had; 
been  communicated  with,  and  his  reply  was  in.i 
the  terms  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  considered  that  the  answer  given, 
was  evasive  of  the  intention  of  the  section,, 
and  had  given  instructions  that  a  categorical 
answer  should  be  given  to  the  question  whether 
Mr.  Sanders  was  or  was  not  competent. 

ROTORUA  SANATORIUM. 

Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, — 
(1.)  Whether  the  sanatorium  at  Rotoma  is 
intended  only  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  invalid 
visitors  from  outside  districts,  and  Natives,  and 
not  also  for  Europeans  residing  in  the  Rotorua 
District?  (2.)  Whether  the  Government  will,, 
in  future,  on  the  certificate  of  the  medical 
officer  in  charge,  admit  any  applicant  whose 
case,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  officer,  may  be 
benefited  by  the  institution  ?  He  asked  tho 
question  because  he  understood  that  European, 
residents  in  the  district  were  not  admitted  into 
the  hospital  in  the  same  manner  as  visitors  and 
Maoris,  and  instanced  the  case  of  two  Euro- 
peans resident  in  the  district  who  were  in  poor 
circumstances  who,  although  the  European 
settlers  offered  to  subscribe  for  their  main- 
tenance at  the  hospital,  were  refused  admis- 
sion, and  who  both  died  two  or  three  daya 
afterwards. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  Europeans, 
residing  in  the  district  suffering  from  ordinary 
complaints  that  were  not  likely  to  be  benefited 
by  the  springs  were  at  one  time  not  admitted 
into  the  hospital ;  but  since  then  the  rules  had 
been  altered,  and  Europeans  were  now  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital  as  if  it  had  been, 
intended  for  the  treatment  of  all  kinds  of 
complaints.  The  first  question  was  answered, 
therefore,  in  the  affirmative.  With  regard  to- 
the  second  question,  as  to  whether  people  re- 
siding in  tho  district  were  to  be  admitted  on 
the  certificate  of  the  medical  officer,  the  rules, 
required  the  certificate  of  the  Government 
Agent ;  but  there  was  no  practical  difficulty  in 
the  matter,  and  the  rules  as  lately  revised 
would,  he  believed,  work  satisfactorily, 

ANNUAL  RAILWAY  TICKETS. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  consider  the  advisablencss. 
of  granting  annual  railway  tickets,  exercisable 
only  over  special  railway-lines  in  New  Zealand,, 
and  especially  over  the  New  Plymouth-Foxton 
Railway  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  annual 
tickets  were  already  issued  on  these  railways,, 
also  quarterly  and  monthly  tickets.  He  was. 
not  sure,  but  he  fancied  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  alluding  to  the  practice  of  granting 
tickets  for  £50  a  year,  extending  over  all  the- 
New  Zealand  railways,  which  were  very  ex- 
tensively used,  and  that  he  wished  the  charge, 
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lor  these  reduced.  This  would  involve  loss  of 
MTenue,  &nd  from  other  points  of  view  would 
be  vecy  undesirable. 

TELEGRAPH  FORMS. 

Mr.  GORE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  state  the  difterenco  in  amount  of  tenders 
for  printing  tolcfrraph  forms ;  and  if  they  in- 
tend to  allow  the  Printing  Department  to  com- 
pete with  private  firms  in  future?  He  was 
induced  to  oiik  this  question  because  he  found 
that  many  honourable  memberR  believed  it  was 
not  desirable  that  the  Govenimcnt  should  enter 
ijito  competition  with  private  enterprise.  He 
iK'lieved  that  there  must  bo  Pomo  very  excep- 
tional circumstanees  in  their  favour  to  enable 
them  to  do  so  successfully.  In  the  case  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question  he  liad  no  doubt  the 
Government  accepted  the  tender  lowest  in 
Amount ;  but,  if  rent,  interest  on  capital  in- 
vested, v,'<'ar  and  ir^x  of  maehincry,  and  everj'- 
thirg  that  bhould  be  added  were  taken  into 
■consideration,  it  \va.<«  quite  ]>oHbiblc  that  the 
saving  was  more  apparent  than  real. 

Sir  J.  VOCil'lL,  in  reply,  said  he  had  found 
in  a  Gazette  of  about  the  27th  of  An.<;ii-t  — 
•that  being  the  date  of  the  notice — a  full  li>t 
of  the  teiuicrs  for  the  printing  of  the  tel  (graph 
forms.  From  this  it  aj»peared  that  the  G(  vt  rn- 
ment  Printer's  tender  was  the  lowest — kl,'2.b'l. 
The  next  tender  was  11,283,  but  v.as  from  an 
Kngli^h  firm  ri-prescntcd  in  Duncdin,  and  tlic 
printing  would  Inne  been  done  outside  the 
<jolony.  It  seenu-d  to  him  better  to  have  the 
printinfj  done  m  the  colony,  fo  that  the  wagos 
would  be  paid  within  the  colony.  The  third 
tender  was  also  from  a  J)unedin  firm,  and  was 
just  £3(XJ  over  the  accpted  tender,  or  a  sum 
about  equal  to  2^3  ])er  cent.  lu  reference  to 
this  contract,  he  rather  regretted  that  ho  did 
not  incur  the  extra  expense  ;  and  in  future  ho 
would  certainly  feel  inclined  to  go  to  a  larger 
•expense  to  obtain  the  printing  Irom  firms  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony,  rather  than  con- 
line  it,  as  at  present,  to  one  part.  He  hoped 
that  honourable  members  would  not  do  such 
■an  injustice  to  his  taste  as  to  suppose  that  ho 
had  selected  the  gaudy  colour  which  was 
adopted  for  the  new  telegraph  forms,  for  ho 
was  as  much  horritied  at  it  as  he  supposed 
other  honourable  members  were.  He  would 
•endeavour  to  curtail  the  present  contract  as 
far  as  possible,  with  the  view  of  going  in  the 
<iirection  which  the  honourable  member's  ques- 
tion clearly  pointed  out. 

SHEEP  DISEASES. 
Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  cause  to  be  printed  for  circulation 
Professor  Thomas's  report  on  sheep  diseases, 
together  with  the  pamphlet  tliereon  which  he 
■drew  up  for  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of 
England?  He  understood  that  a  fuller  report 
had  been  prepared  by  Professor  Thomas,  and 
sent  Homo  to  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society, 
•and  thought  that  the  Government  might  perhaps 
fiee  their  way  to  have  it  printed  in  pamphlet 
form  and  sold  at  a  cheap  rate,  or  cireulatL'd 
gratuitously.  The  matter  of  deaiing  with  the 
Mr.  E.  Illcharchon 


diseases  of  sheep  was  of  great  interest  (o  fti 
country,  especiiUIy  to  the  district  vtidli 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  as  put" 
diseases  in  sheep  were  most  difficall  of  ti 
ment  in  that  port  of  the  country,  sad  a  poi* 
phlet  of  this  kind  would  no  doabfcprorei 
useful  to  sheepowncrs  there. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  there  wajs  no  objectka 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  pcbii^  Ft»- 
fessor  Thomas's  report  on  sheep  diseases;  bri^ 
with  regard  to  the  pamphlet  which  be  hil 
sent  Home  to  the  Royal  Agricultord  Sode^ 
it  seemed  to  be  rather  a  dissertatioD  ot  tit 
diseases  known  as  *'  liver  fluke  "  and  "nA,"t» 
which  New  Zealand  sheep  were  JixA  at  &11  se^ 
ject ;  and  he  suggested  that  Professor  T^am 
should  prepare  a  shorter  paper  upon  tsepssK 
sitical  diseases  which  a^ected  the  ^eep  4L 
New  Zealand.  The  Government  would 
steps  to  have  such  a  paper  prepared. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  put  a  quesdosto 
the  Government,  without  notice.  He  w^»d 
to  ask  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  wtat 
were  the  arrangements  which  had  been  nail 
for  the  uncmplovcd  in  Auckland. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  anangenieia 
had  been  made  for  giving  employment  fiD  i 
very  considerable  number,  and  f urthcr  acang*- 
ments  were  being  made  from  day  to  day.  Te- 
day  ho  had  arranged  to  find  work  fa  b 
additional  number;  and  if  tliat  did  notiafl* 
requirements  the  Government  had  the  aat» 
under  consideration,  and  would  do  their  te* 
to  find  employment  for  such  as  were  absohteh 
requiring  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  wish  to  move  the  adjocD- 
ment  of  the  House.  I  do  that  in  the  hopeibaJ 
the  Government  may  be  induced  to  put  a  saa 
on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  Iccaa^ 
the  unemployed  in  some  new  settlements.  H 
the  House  would  consider  this  questica  sid 
endeavour  to  induce  the  Government  to  iid 
the  unemploved  in  the  direction  whicb  I  peat 
out  I  think  they  would  find  that  I  can  nab 
out  a  very  reasonable  case  indeed-  We  haw 
at  our  disposal  throe  great  blessings,  as  tby 
would  usually  bo  considered  in  new  cotrntrifs. 
We  have  a  surplus  population  uncmplowi 
which  may  be  compared  to  immigxaats  re- 
cently brought  here,  although  in  one  respa* 
they  are  much  better  than  immigrants,  becaa* 
they  have  some  knowledge  of  the  country.  ^ 
have  land  to  put  them  upon;  and  we  co^ 
get  abundant  funds  for  that  purpose,  p^ 
security  upon  the  land  on  which  the  xnenw* 
put  as  well  as  upon  the  adjoining  distticB* 
because  those  persons  and'  their  families,  aofl 
those  in  their  own  situatiop  in  life  througbo^ 
New  Zealand,  are  continually  lodging  sam 
sums  in  the  savings-banks,  the  total  amcofit 
of  which  is  very  largo  indeed,  and  which  mi*^ 
be  invested;  and  I  think  ordinary  saTiig 
could  in  no  way  be  better  employed  tiianw 
assisting  the  neighbouring  people  in  the  cofcflj 
to  settle  upon  the  land.  Wo  have  aband«a» 
of  land  here ;  wo  have  these  people  nueBh 
ployed, — and  I  am  assured  by  letters  fnsa 
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varions  parts  of  tbe  colony  that  many  of  them 
are  in  great  distress  at  the  present  time — ^real 
distress  and  real  want.    And  we  cannot  deny 
that  hitherto  they  have  been  greatly  shut  out 
fcom  the  lands  of  New  Zealand — that  is,  there 
has  never  been  any  sufficient  quantity  of  land 
open  to  the  population  to  go  upon,  nor  do  I 
thinlc  that  they  have  ever  had  fair  encourage- 
ment to  go  upon  the  land.     At  the  present 
time  a  series  of  regulations  have  been  issued 
for  what  are  called  "  village  settlements ; "  and 
I  should  wish,  if  possible,  to  induce  Minis- 
ters to  abandon  that  system  as  a  cruel  one. 
I  can  regard  it  as  nothing  else.     If  honour- 
able   gentlemen  will    consider   these    regula- 
tions   they  will  find   that   this  is  the   fact: 
that  no    man,   under   these  regulations,  can 
obtain  a  greater  amount  of   land  than  fifty 
acres :  many  of  them  will  certainly  get  much 
less.    For  these  lands  they  are  compelled  to 
pay  at  least  £1  per  acre,  and  to  pay  tnc  inter- 
est upon  that  amount  if  they  do  not  pay  the 
principal,  which  of  course  they  cannot.    Then, 
certain  advances  are  made  to  them  in  order 
that  they  may  settle  upon  the  land,  and  upon 
those  they  have  also  to  pay  interest.    But  now 
comes  what,  to  my  mind,  is  the  cruel  part  of 
the  thing.    When  they  have  made  those  little 
estates  their  own  property,  what  is  their  posi- 
tion ?    They  are  actually  placed  under  a  system 
of    ^ttosi-slavery.      They  must    always  reside 
upon  that  property,  which  is  to  be  their  settled 
home,  and  they  can  only  dispose  of  it,  not  by 
leasing,  not  by  subdivision,  but  by  finding  some 
person  who  will  purchase  from  .them,  being 
bound  by  the  same  terms  of  fixed  residence — 
which  will  certainly  be  a  difficult  thing  to  find. 
I  can  fancy  nothing  more  cruel  than  to  compel 
a  man  who  may  have  improved  the  property, 
who  may  have  done  his  best  with  the  bit  of  land, 
to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  and  not 
be  able  to  dispose  of  it  except  to  some  person 
who  wiU  engage  to  take  his  place  and  live  upon 
the  same  spot.    Then,  the  property  never  be- 
comes a  freehold.    It  is  always  a  leasehold.    I 
approve  of  leaseholds  under  a  proper  system, 
but  this  is  a  leasehold  under  a  system  which  I 
believe  is  not  at  all  a  judicious  one.    When  one 
thinks  of  the  great  quantities  of  land  which 
various  individuals  hold  in  freehold,  it  does 
appear  a  very  cruel  thing  indeed  to  tell  men 
who  will  take  land  almost  upon  any  terms  to 
escape  from  their  miseries  that  they  can  only 
^et  that  land  upon  condition  of  constant  resi- 
dence for  their  lives  upon  the  spot,  and  that 
they  cannot  sublet  it.    It  seems  to  me  hard  in 
the  extreme  that  the  extent  of  their  property  is 
to  be  so  limited  that  they  cannot  take  property 
to  add  to  their  own  from  a  man  adjoining  them- 
aelves,  but  they  are  to  be  limited  to  the  precise 
extent  given  to  them  in  the  first  instance. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  unemployed  at  the 
present  time,  I  would  point  this  out :  that,  vir- 
tna-Uy,  the  land  we  now  hold  is  in  part  their 
o^wxi.    They  have  the  same  right  to  it  as  any 
one   of  us  has;  they  are  part  owners  of  that 
laxLcl.   They  ought  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  us — 
8b  treasured  blessing — a  population  which  might 
be  put  upon  the  land  to  bring  it  into  cultiva- 


tion, to  increase  the  revenues  of  this  country, 
to  increase  its  population,  to  increase  its  com- 
merce and  its  trade.  To  put  them  to  work  on 
unremunerative  works  is  a  great  mistake. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Who  is  doing  that  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  believe  it  is  being  done  at 
the  present  time.  The  proposal  was  to  send 
them  to  the  gumfields. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. —That  is  not  unremunera- 
tive. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — It  is  very  unremunerative,  to 
men  unaccustomed  to  the  work.  Some  of  them 
have  been  put  to  work  near  Mount  Eden 
at  which  they  can  only  earn  8s.  9d.  a  day. 
Skilled  mechanics  were  put  to  work  that  they 
were  very  unfitted  for.  Is  that  remunerative? 
I  contend  that  many  of  them  at  the  present 
moment  are  on  unremunerative  work,  ^because 
it  is  work  they  are  unfitted  to  perform.  You  do 
not  put  a  racer  to  drag  a  cart.  You  do  not 
put  a  skilled  mechanic  to  work  on  a  railway 
or  break  stones,  as  is  being  done  with  some  of 
the  unemployed  at  the  present  time.  I  say 
that  they  are  entitled  to  be  put  on  land,  to 
which  they  have  a  claim.  You  should  use  the 
blessings  which  Providence  has  given  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  not  waste  them.  I 
put  this  to  honourable  gentlemen  again :  that 
they  will  admit  that  every  thing  produced  which 
man  uses  comes  from  labour.  Labour  creates 
all  wealth  upon  the  earth,  and  I  say,  again,  that 
labour  distributes  all  wealth  upon  the  earth, 
and  that  these  poor  people  are  the  best  and  the 
greatest  distributors  of  wealth.  The  sums  they 
get  are  small.  But  which  enriches  the  country 
most — one  great  squatter,  with  a  few  servants, 
living  away  in  England,  all  his  produce  car- 
ried away,  perhaps ;  or  many  persons  resident 
upon  the  spot,  who  spend  all  their  money  here, 
encouraging  internal  trade  and  external  com- 
merce as  well?  I  have  no  means  of  getting 
this  proposal  carried  out  except  by  appealing 
to  the  House.  It  is  too  late  in  the  session. 
I  have  no  means  of  getting  money  put  upon 
the  estimates,  or  of  moving  an  address  to  the 
Governor  to  get  it  done ;  but  the  Government, 
if  they  please,  can  put  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
sufficient  to  turn  that  which  now  appears  to 
be  a  cui:se  into  an  absolute  blessing  for  New 
Zealand.  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
the  state  of  those  miserable  men  without  feel- 
ing for  them.  They  have  been  brought  out 
here,  and  I  think  they  have  been  inhumanly 
treated.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  saw  a  notice 
from  Mr.  Graham,  who  dispenses  relief  to  the 
poor  in  Auckland,  in  which,  several  months 
ago,  he  warned  the  authorities  that  he  was 
sure  this  winter  there  would  be  great  distress, 
and  he  begged  that  provision  be  made  for  that 
at  once,  so  as  to  meet  it  when  it  came  ;  but  no 
such  provision  was  made.  It  has  come  upon  us 
suddenly.  I  have  no  opportunity  of  making 
a  motion  now;  there  might  bo  a  chance  of 
doing  so  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
though  the  chance  is  very  small;  but  1  call 
upon  the  House  to  try  and  get  the  Govern- 
ment to  embark  on  a  policy  with  regard  to 
the  unemployed  which  will  make  a  fair  use  of 
.  the  blessings  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us. 
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There  i*  the  Hiin'li^  l*"'^*  ^^  which  tlicy  have 
ft  partial  illtc■lv^t.  on  which  they  could  be  put. 
with  BuHicient  uioiiey,  provided  by  themselves, 
abftolutely  to  pnv  for  all  the  cost  of  their  being 
put  on  the  laiid,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give 
'a  full  and  proper  return  to  those  who  lend 
it— namely,  tin  mselvca.     On  their  own  part, 
tljov  have  the  labour  ready,  and  they  have  the 
(undK  provided  by  themselves  and  their  fellows 
r.M.ly ;  but  the  land  ia  lying  waste,  and  I  say, 
OiH'n  it  to  them  on  fair  and  reasonable  terms, 
'T\w  til  roe  necessary  factors  are  land,  labour, 
and  capital.     Labour  and  the  land  mainly  be- 
li,nj»  to  the  masses,  and  thoir  joint  capital  is 
vtrv   lar«e.   and    is    available.      Why    should 
thcv  be  told  that  henceforth    they  shall  not 
hold  land  in  fee-simple,  while  ever>bo<ly  else 
iloos?    Change   your    tenure   of   land    if   you 
choose,  but,  if  you  change  it  to  a  leasehold,  do 
it  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  Bill  which 
I  brought  forward  this  session,  but  wliich  has 
never  htvd  a  chance  of  being  passed.     That 
would  Rive  men  power  to  acquire  small  farrns, 
with  means  to  support  themselves,   and  give 
them  the  iwwer  of  dealing  with  the  land  as  they 
like -the  power  of  leasing  it  if  they  choose,  and 
Doing  U)  take  up  some  oilier  pursuit ;  but  do  not 
attempt  to  tie  them  down  on  one  spot  of  land 
for  their  lifetime.     I  say  that  is  a  most  cruel 
and  wrong  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  they  have  it  in  their  power,  if 
the>  choose,  to  give  fair  terms  to  these  men, 
aiui  to  put   them   on   an   equality   with  their 
f,.llow.eitizen8.     Why  raise  up  a  class  of  men 
who  can  never  leave  the  laud  on  which  they 
Aio  located  ?    Your  numerous  great  landowners 
wander  where  thev  please  over  a  whole  world. 
I  do  not   know   What   other  terms  I  can  use 
to  induce  the  House  to  interest  Use  f  m  th.s 
matter.     It  is  a  miserable  thing  to  think  that 
the  eountrv  is  in  this   state  ;    that  there  arc 
all  the^e  men,  many  of  them  qualified  to  go  on 
the  land  and  make  good  use  of  it-mechanics 
riMvlv  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  their  dw-ellings 
without  the  means  of  subsistence  when  so 
inueh   land   in    the    country   f    b'i"^./^^^^^' 
We   have   wwer    to    call    back   into    ife   and 
v.cv>ur  these  men.  who  are  now  hopeless  and 
desivnvlent  -employed    on   unprofitable   work, 
when  hope  and  renewed  vigour  might  be  given 
to  them  to  bring  up  their  familios  m  comfort 
Kvon  UN  1  rv^se  to  addr^^ss  the  House  this  day  I 
hearvl  of  the  death  of  one  man,  who  is  kno^^-n 
to  have  been  a  tj.x^d  man.  but  who  was  plunged 
into  want,  and  w,u;  unable  to  got  work,  and  who 
luvs  left  a  widow  and  familv  totally  unprovided 
for.     Whv  should  we  allow  these  things  to  con- 
linuo.  when  Minister*,  by  a  single  vote  to-night, 
micht  turn  all  this  misery  whieh  exists,  from 
Inverv^ugill  to  AuokUnd,  into  a  blessing  to  >cw 
Zealaiui;  bv  eneonnxging  pers^Mis  with  the  hope 
and  certaii'uv  of  comfort  in  the  future?    1  hope 
honourable  genlU  uu n  will  help  in  the  attempt 
I  am  making  to  g.vin  this  ^vint,  which  can  so 
,HVsih  bo  got  ;  and  that  lvlor«  we  sepaniio  we 
Khali  know  lh»U  thoGovcnimont  art^aeurmined 
to  eniei  uiv>n  a  lai-go  iv^liey  of  that  kind,  insioad 
ol  IraMu^  this  nuscia^le  state  v>f  things  to  con- 
imuo.  Willi  no  means  Wmg  taken  to  prvnent  its  | 
^.1  ti\  ti'ivy 


increase*,  and  with  no  adequate  meaiK  fsrt^ 
pre«M»nt  relief  of  those  who  are  safiensgfaa 
misery  and  want.  All  this  the  Gareumiaii 
could  do  by  writing  one  short  note  thii Bijil. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  they  will  do  soessl^ 
in  the  direction  I  ask. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  I  bope  tiie  Geit& 
ment  will  agree,  before  the  Hoose  rises,  tDE» 
an  opportunity  for  discussing  the  Tfsak^em. 
which  stand  on  the  Order  Paper  in  mtisam 
to-day,  and   that  the  honouraible  moaber  bt 
Auckland  East  will  make  the  same  ^tuA  m 
that  occasion  that  he  has  now  made.   I  sf^- 
pathize  very  much  with  what  he  has  sa2i,isil 
think  if  the  House  separates  this  seskn  wit 
out  considering  this  question  we  shall  fewBfc' 
ing  in  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  thecizB- 
try.     This  is  the  question  of  quesdcms— :fe» 
is' no  doubt  about  that:  this  qoesticmcftb 
unemployed,  and  the  spread  of  paupensait 
the  land.'    It  will  bo  a  wretched  thing  if,  ite 
spending  twelve  or  thirteen   weeks  has,  "~ 
separate  without  coming  to  some  piactkal osr 
elusion  with  regard  to  the  question.    I  b^t^ 
Government  will  give  an  opportunity  of  dsKS*- 
ing  those  resolutions,  and  then  we  can  skiI 
on  some  definite  issue,  which  we  canrcft  ds  & 
tne  motion  for  the  adjournment  cf  the  fiKae. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— There  is  S3  ^^ 
that  this  question  of  the  unemployed  ^  tkt 
question  of  the  hour,  and  it  is  aprobkmwttKfc 
if  this  House  could  solve,  if  it  did  noiliiEg^ 
during  the  session,  I  venture  to  say  ii  wdl 
have  done  heroic  work.  No  one  can  helplsEaii- 
ing  the   unsatisfactory    state   of   the  Ubffiff- 
market,  and  sympathizing  with  the  large  ess- 
her  of  men  roaming  about  in  search  cf  wai.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  a  young  colasylii* 
this  cannot  bo  in  a  good  state  when  that  i» 
so  many  able-bodied  men  in  search  of  espfcr* 
ment  and  not  able  to  find  it.    I  caaact  te^ 
thinking  that  our  land-laws  are  not  m«?a« 
with  that  response  which  they  shouli  ca.  I 
do  not  knew  at  the  present  moment  sbtn  * 
person  coming  out  from  Home  with  £500&  « 
£10,000,  and  wanting  to  get  a  reasoaablT-f3oi 
holding,  could  find  it.     U  he  were  to  place  Lis- 
self  in  communication  with  tiie  Gotasaei 
and  say  that  he  wanted  two  or  three  or  is« 
thousands  of   acres  of  land  of  a  fairiy  fwe 
quality,  I  do  not  know  where  they  cooHs*- 
tain   it  for  him.     I   think   this   tenda^r  & 
convert    our    lands   into    village    settleane* 
and  perpetual  leases,  and  so  on,  is  a  s?sS^ 
which  will  not  compete  successfully  witlia» 
practice  that  obtains  in  other  countries  m^ 
the  freehold  system  prevails  and  reasfloasf 
large  holdings  can  be  obtained.    We  maai?- 
member  that  our  lands  are  not  theoahcstf 
which  are  open  for  sale  and  settlement,  sn^t^ 
we   should  make  laws  to  attract  a  desra» 
class  of  settlers  to  our  shores  —  that  we  b» 
to  compete  not  only  with  Gana^,  ^^^^* 
enormous  tracts  of  land,  and  not  only  »* 
America,  but  also  with  other  countei«3  m 
with  other  colonies ;  and  therefore,  if  we  ki« 
sot    up  regulations  which   may    be  tfeeoi* 
cally  gi>od  but  which  do  not  work  in  praste* 
we  must  abandon  that  system  and  adoj^ss* 
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r  which  'will  work  more  satisfactorily.  I 
t  this  colony  has  been  too  much  influenced 
dxead  of  large  landowners  simply  because 
or  two  men  in  the  early  days  got  large 
ings.  From  that  cause  we  are  to  live  in 
d  of  a  recurrence  of  such  a  thing,  and  we 
rt  all  our  land-laws  to  the  prevention  of  such 
ing.  I  venture  to  say  that  doing  so  is  a 
t  mistake.  What  I  should  like  to  see 
Id  be  fair  holdings,  and  small  holdings  for 
D  who  wish  to  settle  on  them  and  get  what 

be  termed  something  like  a  comfortable 
e  lor  themselves.  I  cannot  help  lament- 
bhat  the  colony  is  not  making  the  progress 
ight  to  do.  I  am  sure  we  are  injuring  it  by 
nach  legislation  and  especially  by  too  much 
i-law  legislation.  The  real  success  of  the 
117  does  not  depend  on  legislation,  but  on 
Btoos   administration.     I   know  perfectly 

that  persons  will  not  readily  invest  large 
s  of  money  in  the  colony,  because  there  is 
ty  serious  dread  of  the  future.  We  shall 
efore  have  to  face  the  question,  and  if  we 
I  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  colony  we 
t  have  something  like  settled  administra- 

and  legislation,  and  give  up  this  system 
iakering,  session  after  session,  with  every 
that  is  passed.  If  a  man  wants  to  sell  his 
Is  in  competition  with  others  he  must  adapt 
prices  to  suit  the  circumstances ;  and,  in 
same  way,  we  must  adapt  our  land-laws 
bose  of  other  countries  which  are  in  com- 
tion  with  us  for  settlers.  As  I  said  at  the 
let,  no  one  can  help  feeling  very  deeply  with 
ixd  to  this  problem  of  the  unemployed,  and  I 
lid  go  home  a  happy  person  if  I  felt  that  we 

adopted  means  by  which  every  able-bodied 
X  in  the  colony  could  get  emplojrment.  If 
Bame  here  and  did  nothing  else  but  solve 
t  problem  we  should  have  done  very  well, 
[r.  TURNBULL.— I  agree  with  a  great  deal 
b  has  been  said  by  honourable  gentlemen 
» have  spoken,  and  I  believe  that  this  ques- 
I  could  very  easily  be  dealt  with  now  if,  in- 
bd  of  wasting  time,  we  were  to  set  to  work 

pass  the  public  works  estimates,  and  so  allow 
lers  to  be  invited  for  the  works  which  are 
re  specified.  It  is,  after  all,  simply  a  ques- 
L  of  administration  between  the  Minister  for 
>lic  Works  and  the  Minister  of  Lands.  Let 
Minister  for  Public  Works  give  these  men 
k  along  the  lines  to  be  constructed,  and 
the  Minister  of  Lands  set  apart  a  certain 
ntity  of  land  along  those  Imes  on  which 
Be  people  could  settle.  Our  land-laws  are 
fce  liberal  enough  to  enable  that  to  be  done, 
oold  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  this  land 
;ht  be  given  free,  and  then,  as  the  honour- 
9  member  for  Auckland  East  says,  these  men 
dd  no  longer  be  employed  on  unremunera- 
i  work.  I  would  just  say  to  them,  '*  There  is 
iece  of  work  for  you  to  do,  and  if  you  can- 
do  it  in  eight  hours  you  con  take  sixteen 
ITS  to  do  it."  Then  you  would  not  have  any 
ce  good  men  unemployed.    But  the  fact  of 

matter  is  that  a  great  many  of  these  people 
not  want  that.  They  want  eight  hours  and 
more,  and  to  get  as  much  for  working  during 
I  time  as  a  skilled  man  would  get.    There- 
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fore  I  say  the  only  way  to  meet  the  difficulty 
is  to  place  these  men  on  piece-work  on  these 
contracts,  and  reserve  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  for  them  to  settle  down  on.  You  would 
then  hear  no  more  of  the  eight-hours  busi- 
ness. As  for  the  extraordinary  argument  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East, 
that  it  is  a  bad  thing  to  give  these  people  fifty 
acres  of  land  and  lend  them  money  to  help 
them  on,  I  cannot  understand  what  he  means. 
He  first  pointed  out  the  remedy,  and  thon  ho 
went  on  to  show  what  a  dreadful  thing  it  would 
be  to  apply  that  remedy.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  see  these 
people  getting  employment,  they  will  pass 
these  estimates  and  enable  the  Mini<:ter  for 
Public  Works  to  push  on  his  works,  a^  I  then 
let  the  Minister  of  Lands  give  them  twenty  acres 
of  land  apiece  if  he  chooses.  But  I  say,  G  Ive 
them  piece-work,  and  then  every  man  who  has 
a  spade  of  manhood  in  him  will  go  to  work, 
and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  these  unem- 
ployed. I  know  very  well  from  past  expe- 
rience that  many  of  those  who  are  ready  to 
adapt  themselves  to  circumstances  would,  be- 
fore long,  from  being  possessed  of  small  pieces 
of  land,  become  possessed  of  large  estates.  The 
question  that  now  confronts  us  is  a  question 
which  we  have  had  before  us  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years,  but  which  during  all  that  time  the 
House  has  been  afraid  to  face.  The  remedy  is 
simple.  It  is  to  get  the  people  where  there 
is  land  and  work.  Put  the  men  where  they 
can  find  land  and  work — where  the  men  can 
both  get  work  and  establish  homes— and  the 
difficulty  would  soon  come  to  an  end.  Every 
man  who  was  inclined  to  work  would  stick  to 
the  work,  and  would  in  a  short  time  be  not 
only  able  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family, 
but  have  got  his  land  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  an  old  saying,  "  As 
ye  sow  so  shall  ye  reap."  I  look  upon  the  pre- 
sent distress  and  want  of  employment  as  being 
the  result  of  the  passing  of  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  last  ses- 
sion. There  is  a  dearth  of  employment  in 
every  centre  of  population,  and  for  that  state  of 
affairs  the  Opposition  are  responsible.  There 
are  no  public  works  going  on,  and  whenever 
there  are  no  public  works  in  progress  the  men 
fiock  to  the  towns  and  compete  with  the  people 
there.  Everything  is  dull,  trade  is  stagnant, 
and  there  are  large  numbers  of  unemployed  in 
all  our  large  centres,  owing  to  the  passing  of 
that  motion  stopping  public  works. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Government  spent 
more  money  last  year  than  was  spent  the  year 
before. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  require  to  expend 
more  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony;  and  if  there  was  more  to  spend  we 
should  not  have  the  distress  and  dearth  of  em- 
ployment that  now  prevail  all  over  the  colony. 
Let  those  who  are  responsible  for  that  take  the 
blame  of  it ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
as  to  who  are  responsible  for  the  present  dis- 
tress throughout  the  colony.  We  know  from 
the  latest  market  reports  that  all  our  chief  pro- 
ducts—wool, tallow,  hides — are  rising  in  price ; 
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and  this  will  help  to  give  an  impetus  to  trade. 
But  further  help  ia  required  to  remove  the 
8ta.<;natiou  in  buBJneKH  at  the  present  time — we 
wiuit  public  works  vigorously  pushed  on  ;  but 
wo  have  seen  the  Opposition  this  session  trjing 
to  prevent  the  Mimbtcr  for  Public  Works  from 
letting  contracts.  If  ever  there  has  been  a 
thought  of  a  contract  being  let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  at  once  asked  if  it  is 
true  that  suoli-and-such  a  contract  has  been  or 
is  intended  to  be  let  before  it  is  authorized  by 
the  House.  We  know  of  cases  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  compelled  to 
come  down  and  Bav  it  is  his  intention  to  accept 
a  tender.  Through  the  paucity  of  railway- 
work  skilled  men  are  compelled  to  labour  at 
other  things,  where  they  cannot  earn  a  quarter 
as  much  as  they  could  earn  at  their  own  trades 
if  there  were  work  to  be  had.  They  are  obliged 
to  take  any  employment  that  is  offered  to 
thorn,  to  keep  themselves  and  their  families  in 
brea<l.  Take  the  cases  of  the  Arahura  Bridge, 
the  Groymouth-Hokitika  Kailway,  and  the 
Munawatu  Gorge  Railway:  they  could  not  be 
gone  on  with  owing  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  If  that 
contract  had  been  let  through  the  Government 
not  beuig  hampered  as  they  were  by  the  Opposi- 
tion, many  men  now  among  the  unemployed 
would  have  been,  for  the  last  four  months, 
eML;(iged  on  work  profitable  to  themselves  and 
piMlitiible  to  the  colony.  We  must  go  deeper 
down  than  even  this.  In  my  opinion  the  real 
cause  for  our  trouble  and  distress  arises  from 
tlio  fact  that  we  have  a  large  number  of  skilled 
arti.sans  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  there  is  not 
nearly  suflicient  skilled  labour  for  them  in  the 
colony  in  their  respective  avocations.  Has  this 
Legislature  attempted  during  the  present  ses- 
sion to  meet  that  i>hase  of  the  question  ?  No  ; 
but  quite  the  reverse.  Everything  that  is 
wanted  by  the  Government  they  import,  and  so 
give  work  to  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  men  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  while  our  own  skilled 
artisans  are  working  as  "unemployed."  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  grapple  with  that 
question.  The  Opposition  have  not  attempted 
it,  and  the  Government  have  not  attempted  it. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— We  are  having  more  work 
done  in  the  colony  than  was  ever  done  before. 

I^Ir.  SKDDON.— I  simply  say  you  must  go  to 
the  root  of  the  evil,  and  you  must  find  labour 
of  the  class  to  which  your  skilled  artisans  are 
suited.  I  say  at  once  every  industry  you  have 
in  the  country  is  taxed.  No  industry  requiring 
skilled  men  can  be  started  but  that  industry 
is  ground  down  by  taxation.  Attempts  have 
been  made  nearly  every  session  that  I  have 
been  here  to  put  the  taxation  of  the  coun- 
try more  on  the  riglit  shoulders;  but  these 
attempts  have  failed,  and  every  year  more  and 
more  taxation  has  been  put  on  industries, 
until  many  of  them  have  been  crushed;  and 
hence  large  a  Iditions  to  the  unemployed.  As 
to  the  importation  of  goods  that  can  be  manu- 
factured within  the  colony,  I  charge  this  and 
previous  Governments  with  not  doing  nearly 
what  they  ought  to  do.  Take  the  matter  of 
irouwoik,  which  I,  as  a  tradesman,  thoroughly 
Mr.  Scddon 


understand.  We  are  sending  out  of  tbe  oai 
try  every  year  thousands  of  poimdi  fcri^ 
that  can  be  thoroughly  well  done  in  tbe  eoi 
try — bridge-work,  cylinders,  girden,  i&d  a 
work  for  carriages. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  work  is  being  dca 
the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Certainly  it  is. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Without  disckong  ata 
secrets  I  will  say  that  the  cyUnden  \x  i 
Taipo  Bridge,  the  Teremakau  Biid^  i 
Arahura  Bridge,  and  the  Cobden  Biidgt, 
many  others  have  been  or  are  being  ifflpolrf 
^lost  of  our  railway  ironwork  is  impoiai 
The  engineers  of  the  department  vill  ast  I 
frame  their  specifications  as  to  olloir  d  m 
tcrial  which  can  be  made  here  beiag  n| 
They  specify  what  they  know  must  itwk 
abroad,  when  what  could  be  made  in  ft 
colony  would  do  quito  as  well.  We  mn«  p 
to  the  root  of  the  evil.  Wroaght-iron  ^^ 
and  lattice- work  could  often  be  used— tlwf 
might  be  often  made  of  boiler-plate— izatal 
of  cast-iron  work.  W^e  are  told  thit  tm 
local  foundries  have  not  the  necessair  cupbi 
and  other  appliances  for  casting  rsilwijlns- 
work  such  as  heavy  girders  and  bndgfr«ria-; 
ders  —  that  the  plant  is  not  in  the  ooGsrn.j 
But  you  go  the  right  way  for  the  coontrr  e£Wj 
to  have  the  proper  plant.  There  are  in  ta^ 
colony  thousands  of  moulders  and  hnndreds^ 
blacksmiths,  as  good  tradesmen  as  anj  oc^paj 
could  have  ;  but  scores  of  them  are  wtliosV 
about  doing  nothing,  or  else  are  bfOBCcil^ 
stones :  and  this  is  a  serious  loss  to  the  ooqs&t 
and  to  their  families.  They  are  skilled  va- 
sans ;  but,  if  they  cannot  get  the  wori:  ^ 
have  been  brought  up  to  and  at  which  they  in 
skilled,  they  must  take  to  breaking  stoas-* 
work  that  is  degrading  to  them;  snd  tbar 
having  to  do  this  is  a  disgrace  to  the  00011117. 
As  to  carpenters,  seeing  the  state  of  th*t  oidi 
in  the  colony  just  now,  why  should  not  thi 
Minister  for  Public  Works  do  as  is  don<  ia 
Victoria,  and  have  all  the  railway -canti|a 
made  in  the  colony  ?  With  the  eitena^  « 
the  railway  s>*stem  going  on  there  mnst  be  i 
necessity  for  many  more  carriages,  and  th 
occasion  of  a  slackness  in  the  building  tirit 
might  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  depsituK"^ 
to  get  a  good  stock.  I  have  no  heataii« 
in  saying  that  carpenters  and  cabinetBil^o, 
who  are  trained  to  work  in  wood,  could,  il  ^ 
under  a  competent  foreman  carriage -iw*^ 
in  a  month  be  able  to  do  a  large  share  ci  u* 
work  of  carriage-making.  The  GoveniB«* 
might  have  a  large  amount  of  work  done  » 
that  way  in  Auckland,  either  in  theii/"** 
workshops  or  by  contracting  with  privitc  tm*- 
Forty  or  fifty  carriages  might  be  nude  »*  * 
first  instalment,  giving  the  men  a  ^*^^^?Z 
wages  for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  good  tw**^ 
men  would,  in  a  very  short  time,  become  sp:* 
in  this  particular  class  of  work— the  particni* 
class  of  work  required  in  the  country.  A  ai^ 
amount  of  work  could  be  done  in  th»ti»?i 
instead  of  importing  everything  as  we  now<» 
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r.  SBDDON.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
>aTable  gentleman  what  he  has  paid  for 
3rted  carriage-work  during  the  past  year. 
r.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — I  will  explain. 
le  I  have  been  in  office  we  have  got  all  our 
iages  and  wagons  made  in  the  colony, 
all  the  ironwork  in  connection  with  them, 
I  the  exception  of  two  or  three  -things,  such 
atent  springs  and  so  on,  which  cannot  be 
le  here.  I  may  also  state  that  in  all  our 
tracts  for  bridge-work  we  stipulate  that,  as 
fcs  possible,  everything  shall  be  done  in  the 
ny.  It  is  all  done  here  except  some  heavy 
dngs,  such  as  cylinders,  and  even  some  of 
le  have  been  made  in  the  colony. 
Ix.  SEDDON.— The  cylmders  of  the  Taipo 
Ige  were  imported.  lb  is  preposterous  to 
that  cfibstings  of  that  weight  could  not  be 
Je  in  the  colony.  Why,  I  believe  they 
Id  be  made  in  the  foundry  at  Greymouth. 
tolonel  TRIMBLE.— Poorer  in  quality  and 
ber  in  price. 

Ir.  SEDDON.— I  understood  the  honour- 
a  gentleman  to  say  that  he  had  only  sent 
me  for  what  absolutely  could  not  be  made 
die  colony. 

ilr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  did  not  say  that 
I  cylinders  could  not  be  mside  in  the  colony, 
i  that  it  was  considered  by  the  department 
kt  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  colony  to 
id  Home  for  them,  and  that  in  this  view  I 
«ed  for  the  present,  as  there  is  still  too 
ich  difference  in  the  cost  hero  as  against 
)8e  imported  to  warrant  our  getting  them  all 
ide  here.  Ko  doubt  the  time  is  coming  when 
this  work  will  be  done  in  the  colony. 
Ur.  SEDDON.  —  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
Qourable  gentleman ;  for  this  reason  :  If  you 
ver  give  this  class  of  work  to  be  done  in  the 
lony  you  will  never  have  the  proper  plant 
ra  to  do  it.  The  girders,  cylinders,  springs, 
les,  frames,  and  such  things,  will  never  be 
ade  locally  if  there  is.no  inducement  to  make 
em.  I  am  sure,  if  tenders  were  invited  in 
e  colony,  the  colonial  founders  would  offer 
make  cylinders  of  a  very  large  size  at  very 
iile  above  the  price  of  those  imported.  The 
ages  of  moulders  and  other  ironworkers  are 
)t  more  than  10  to  15  per  cent,  higher  than 
lose  of  the  same  classes  at  Home.  Pig- 
on  is  brought  out  hero  at  a  merely  nominal 
eight,  and  then  there  is  the  insurance.  I 
m  claim  to  be  allowed  to  speak  as  an  expert 
1  these  points,  and  I  say  you  can  get  this 
'OSS  of  work  done  in  the  colony,  and  so  keep 
ttny  thousands  of  pounds  that  are  now  sent 
fay  for  railway  ironwork  and  plant.  Manu- 
wture  in  other  directions  can  be  judiciously 
Ktended  in  New  Zealand,  because  we  have 
^  necessary  skilled  labour  for  it  here, 
"he  Minister,  I  believe,  has  been  lately  re- 
jicing  the  number  of  men  employed  at  this 
•*8B  of  work  in  the  Government  workshops — 
*  Christchurch  especially — and  this  at  a  time 
'hen,  there  being  a  great  depression  in  trade 
JM^wtlly,  the  men  sent  away  from  the  Govem- 
ttent  shops  have  been  thrown  into  competition 
»ith  people  of  a  similar  class  in  the  towns,  for 
vaom  there  was  j»reviously  not  sufficient  em- 


ployment ;  and  this  has  made  the  depression  in 
various  trades  more  intense.  Notwithstanding 
the  passing  of  the  resolution  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  and  notwith- 
standing the  action  of  the  Opposition,  I  am 
certain  that,  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
had  given  a  larger  amount  of  work,  to  keep  all 
the  artisans  possible  employed,  he  would  have 
been  doing  his  duty  to  the  skilled  artisans  of 
this  country,  and  would  have  been  supported 
in  this  House.  The  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  been  exonerated  if,  in  the  face  of 
the  increase  of  works  contemplated, — the  North 
Island  Railway,  and  other  railways  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony, — instead  of  decreasing  he 
had  increased  the  number  of  men,  and  pro- 
vided labour  for  those  who  could  work  pro- 
fitably. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — That  is  exactly 
what  I  did  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  carry  it  further.  In 
the  Auckland  District,  in  the  face  of  the  North 
Island  line  progressing,  it  would  have  been 
within  his  duty  if  he  had  employed  more  men 
to  get  carriages  and  trucks  constructed.  The 
artisans  there  complain  of  all  the  work  being 
carried  on  at  Addington,  whereas  it  could  be 
as  cheaply  done  at  Auckland.  The  cabinet- 
makers, joiners,  and  people  of  that  kind  who 
are  accustomed  to  work  for  private  firms,  but 
who  are  now  out  of  employment,  might  have 
been  employed  in  that  kind  of  work.  That 
would  have  been  a  great  assistance,  for  I  be- 
lieve that  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  Auckland 
who  are  out  of  employment  are  skilled  work- 
men of  that  class,  and  they  might  have  been 
employed  profitably  to  themselves  and  to  the 
country.  I  may  say  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckhmd  East 
when  he  talks  about  putting  the  whole  of  these 
people  en  the  land.  The  fact  is  that  they  are 
not  fitted,  many  of  them,  for  that  sort  of  work. 
They  have  been  brought  up  in  the  towns,  and 
would  not  be  able  to  earn  a  living  if  they  were 
put  upon  the  land.  But  I  believe  that  there 
are  a  certain  number  of  these  men  who  might 
be  taken  and  put  upon  the  land.  I  refer  to 
labouring  -  men  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  farm-work,  and  who  should  be  taken  away 
to  the  country  to  prevent  them  competing 
with  the  artisans  in  the  towns.  Then,  the 
question  comes.  How  is  it  to  be  done?  I 
would  say  to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Put  these 
men  upon  small  pieces  of  land — land  that  is 
cut  up,  say,  into  fifty-acre  sections;  for,  in 
my  opinion,  sections  of  that  size,  if  properly 
tilled,  would  be  sufficient.  As  a  rule,  smaU 
farms  are  better  cultivated  than  large  ones.  I 
believe  that  ten  acres  are  of  more  use  to  a 
man,  if  properly  cultivated,  than  fifty  acres  if 
only  four  or  five  acres  are  cultivated.  Then,  I 
would  say.  Give  a  man  so  much  work  a  year  in 
road-making,  leaving  him  so  much  time  to 
spend  on  his  farm.  That  is  the  only  profitable 
way  in  which  you  can  put  these  men  on  the 
land— that  is  the  only  method  by  which  they 
may  be  settled  on  the  land.  Then  the  question 
comes,  Is  there  any  part  of  the  colony  where 
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sooh  a  syBtem  as  I  BQggest  can  be  carried  on 
— any  part  where  such  a  system  can  be  carried 
on  prontably  ?  I  think  there  is.  At  any  rate, 
there  is  one  place  which  I  have  in  my  mind's 
eve.  I  allude  to  land  to  the  south  of  Ross,  in 
Westland— the  **  Big  Wanganui  Flat,"  as  it  is 
called.  The  Minifiter  of  Mines  has  told  the 
House  in  his  report  that  he  considers  that 
land  to  be  nearly  as  good  as  the  land  on  the 
Taiori  Plain.  But  it  is  altogether  away  from 
market.  Those  who  have  settled  down  there 
have  no  means  of  getting  their  produce  to  mar- 
ket. What  is  necessary  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment Khould  place  a  sum  upon  the  estimates  to 
construct  a  road  connecting  that  part  of  the 
countr>'  with  a  market.  The  road  might  be 
laid  ofT  in  lengths,  and  the  unemployed  might 
be  givon  a  certain  amount  of  this  work  to  do, 
say,  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  week.  They  might 
work  on  that  rood  and  earn  money,  and  with 
the  money  ho  earned  gradually  improve  their 
farms.  If  they  were  placed  on  land  down 
there  under  these  terms,  and  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  pulling  through  the  first  year,  tney 
would  no  doubt  get  on  very  well.  But  it  is 
of  no  UKe  putting  men  on  land  unless  there 
is  some  provision  made  by  which  they  might 
got  over  the  first  year  or  two.  But,  if  they 
\Noru  given  assistance  in  that  way,  they  might 
chop  down  their  bush,  bum  it,  and  erect  home- 
Htetuls.  I  believe  a  large  number  of  men  might 
be  put  on  that  land  if  they  were  only  assisted 
in  that  way.  Thoy  would  at  once  have  a  mar- 
ket for  their  produce  at  Hokitika :  in  fact,  the 
whi^Io  of  the  Coast  would  be  a  market.  That 
is  the  only  way  to  form  a  settlement.  But 
simply  sending  people  upon  the  land,  even  sup- 
posing you  give  it  to  them  for  nothing,  is  alto- 
gether useless  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
Bottloment,  unless  you  give  them  some  means 
to  live  there  for  a  year  or  two.  And  I  say  that 
to  put  people  on  the  land  without  giving  them 
a  chance  of  that  sort  is  to  do  those  people  a 
griMit  wrong.  1  am  only  too  pleased  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  £ast  has 
brought  this  matter  forward  ;  and  I  would  say 
to  the  Government  that  I  am  prepared,  myself, 
to  remain  hero  a  few  days  longer,  if  it  is  not 
too  late,  if  they  will  endeavour  to  organize 
some  scheme  whereby  they  may  be  able  to  re- 
lit ve  the  distress  which  at  the  present  time 
exists  m  various  ports  of  the  colony.  It 
makes  one*s  heart  bleed  to  see,  in  a  fair  coun- 
try like  this,  which  is  naturally  teeming  with 
wealth,  that  wo  should  come  here,  session  after 
session,  and  not  bo  able  to  devise  means  of 
briiii:ing  that  wealth  into  use  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  in  the  country.  I  feel  keenly, 
myself,  upon  the  subject  every  time  I  sec  in 
the  papers  an  account  of  a  meeting  of  the 
unemployed.  I  know  the  way  in  which  tliese 
men  look  upon  it.  I  have  spoken  to  them 
frequently.  It  must  not  be  said  that  people 
who  go  to  those  meetings  go  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intimidating  the  Government.  There 
are  many  men  who  put  their  names  down 
asking  for  work  who  feel  keenly  tlie  degrada- 
tion of  being  compelled  to  ask  Government  to 
lind  them  work,  and  only  extreme  poverty  forces 
Mr.  Seddon 


them  to  do  it — ^men  who,  in  the  Old  I 
respected  themselves  and  were  leraeekiii. 
who  very  mnch  regret  tlie  day  uey  \^i 
I  hope  that  ihe  disenssion  wlueh  hu  lil^ 
place  this  afternoon  will  bear  fmit.  A^l^ 
say  is  this :  that,  in  m  j  opinion,  tbs  Gsm 
mant  ought  to  push  cm  their  estimstes  sail 
as  many  contracts  as  possible  at  anoe.  If  inj 
came  down  to  the  House  and  took  the  aarn^ 
of  honourable  members  on  the  sdbject'l  i^ 
sure  that  the  reply  wonld  be,  "  L^  e^ 
tender  yon  can  at  once  for  every  worics^iv 
ised." 

Sir  B.  STOUT.—I  should  like  to  bws«i 
honourable  gentlemen  who  talk  so  mudi  M 
pushing  on  the  estimates  take  up  sosxadti^ 
m  useless  talk  on  motions  for  the  ^^M 
ment  of  the  House.  I  hope  that  ocxt  m 
there  will  be  a  Standing  Order  framed  is  fl 
purpose  of  preventing  these  motioes  ks  4 
adjournment  of  the  House.  What  dseiii 
this  amount  to?  It  is  simply  a  diseooi 
about  no  tiling.  Every  member  is  discaiiaf: 
different  subject.  We  have  been  UM  tkstd 
Government  ought  to  get  all  their  rsEtd 
done  in  the  colony.  Just  let  me  sst  se  i 
two  words  about  that.  This  Govenunest  ba 
done  their  utmost  to  see  that  the  asrad 
as  far  as  possible,  is  done  in  the  eolonj.  Ta^ 
have  done  much  more,  I  venture  to  ssr,  t^ 
any  previous  Government  ever  did  is  (^ 
direction.  I  do  not  say  that  previous  Qcmai 
ments  have  not  done  their  duty,  bat  ibtiu 
remains,  that  more  ironwork  has  beeodaati 
the  colony  under  the  order  of  this  GoKmaa 
than  under  the  order  of  any  previous  Gens 
ment.  It  may  be  that  previous  GoveisBal 
found  the  cost  too  great :  prices  bsTc  c-ss 
down  in  the  colony,  I  admit ;  but  this  Gsrai 
ment  has  taken  full  advantage  of  thsL  ^ 
ironwork  for  the  Waiau,  Beaumont,  sdI  cub 
bridges  has  all  been  done  in  the  colo&j, ») 
mucn  ironwork  that  had  never  been  te 
here  before  is  now  being  done  in  the  cok^ 
Then  there  is  thft  Wingatui  Viaduct,  sfee  ^ 
constructed  in  Dunedin.  This  seems  to  s<  > 
be  entirely  overlooked.  Then,  I  would  poast  ss 
that  we  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  tiytof* 
our  locomotives  constructed  in  the  cdocf.  ^ 
fact,  I  say  that  no  Government  could  liS^ 
done  more  to  encourage  ironworking  in  ^ 
colony  than  this  Government  has  done.  I^ 
I  come  to  another  objection.  It  is  s&i-i  ^ 
we  have  not  provided  sufficient  land  f«  ^^ 
settlements.  Why,  only  in  to-night's  p»f^ 
there  are  telegrams  showing  how  scccestfc 
the  Government  have  been  in  pushing  <2^ 
village  settlements  in  the  Auckland  l^rJ^ 
Hundreds  of  people  are  going  on  to  the  1^^ 
over  the  country  under  the  village-s€tli«&3l 
system.  I  do  not  know  what  the  bosea 
able  member  for  Auckland  East  really  «s* 
What  was  his  scheme?  He  did  not  Uv^ 
any  scheme  at  all.  His  speech  was  all  ^ 
generalities.  I  say  that  the  Govemin€Bt*^ 
dealing  with  this  matter  in  a  practicsl  «^ 
Now,  I  want  to  say  that  we  should  not  tt^ 
the  colonista  to  look  to  the  Goveminfii'^ 
help  whenever  depression  occurs.    If  vefc^ 
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ople  to  do  that,  then  we  shall  injuxe  the 
!,     and  we  shall  also  injure  the  colony. 

is  a  great  deal  of  talk  aboat  the  unem- 
I  in  this  colony ;  bat  I  say  that  there  are 
tizieiziployed  in  Sydney  than  there  are  in 
o  to^ns  of  New  ^Zealand,  and  there  are 
UTi  employed  in  Melbourne  than  in  all  the 
of  ^ew  Zealand.  I  know  that  from 
;o  letters  received  from  those  places,  as 
ks  from  what  appears  in  the  papers.  It 
»urd  to  say  that  this  countxy  alone  is 
lug.  from  the  "unemployed^'  difficulty. 
ulci  like  to  ask  honourable  members  who 
tickt  bigher  wages  should  be  given  to  the 
.ployed  to  tell  me  whether  they  think  it 
visable  to  draw  the  population  from  the 
iry  into  the  towns.  That  is  what  we 
been,  doing  in  the  past  by  the  high  wages 
it  bave  been  paid.  I  know  of  a  case  where 
kxx  was  getting  very  good  wages  in  the 
try,  where  he  was  well  housed,  well  fed, 

elethed;  but,  because  he  thought  that 
i  iBvas  more  amusement  in  the  town,  he 
klly  gave  up  higher  wages  in  the  country 
ixie  and  live  in  the  town.  I  have  no  doubt 
tbat  has  been  going  on  to  a  greater  extent 

vre  are  aware  of.    I  have  every  sympathy 

people  out  of  work,  and  still  more  sym- 
y  with  the  wives  and  families  of  those  out 
ork,  and  I  am  prepared  to  help  them ;  but 
y  tbat  we  have  no  right  to  go  into  the 
ar-market  and  offer  such  wages  as  will  pre< 
.  people  engaging  themselves  to  work  for  the 
ers  in  the  country.  If  we  do  we  shall  be 
[If;  in  a  manner  which  is  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  and  of  these  people 
Dselves.      There  is  only  one  other  thing. 

honourable  member  for  Kumara  says  that 
discourage  industry  by  taxing  machinery. 
il,  I  wish  to  point  out  this :  that  when  the 
perty  Assessment  Act  was  being  passed 
nigb  this  House  last  year  I  tried  to  prevent 
t.  I  agree  with  him  that  it  is  wrong,  and 
link  also  it  is  wrong  to  tax  agricultural  im- 
vementB,  and  I  tried  to  cure  both  those 
s;  but  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
d  Sast  gave  his  vote  against  me  on  that 
aidon :  and  yet  he  cheered  the  honourable 
tnber  for  Kumara  when  he  made  the  state- 
nt  that  we  were  discouraging  enterprise  by 
ing  machinery,  and  tbat  we  were  discourag- 
:  the  small  farmers.  When  the  honourable 
lUeman  cheers  statements  like  those  he 
ifald  recollect  that  he  himself  voted  against 
pposals  for  doing  away  with  those  grievances, 
ish  honourable  gentlemen  would  come  down 
i  say  exactly  what  they  want.  It  is  of 
use  honourable  gentlemen  coming  here  and 
fing,  in  general  terms,  '*  We  want  to  get  rid 
the  •  unemployed  *  difficulty."  What  pro- 
sals  have  they  to  make  ?  It  is  utterly  useless 
talk  about  giving  the  people  the  land.  It 
of  no  use  to  put  the  people  on  the  land  unless 
Bro  are  roads,  unless  they  are  able  to  make 
e  of  the  land.  I  say  that  I  believe  that  any 
rson  who  really  wants  land  can  get  land 
ion  the  terms  that  are  now  in  operation  in 
gard  to  village  settlements.  The  terms  arc 
» liberal  that  any  one  who  could  not  accept 


them  is  not  capable  of  doing  any  good  upon  the 
land.  For  my  life  I  cannot  see  vmat  is  the  use 
of  land  without  the  means  of  making  roads. 
That  is  the  difficulty  about  the  homestead 
clauses.  The  homestead  clauses  have  been  an 
utter  failure. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — ^Ko. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.^Yes;  I  say  that  they  have 
been  an  utter  failure,  and  they  will  continue 
be  an  utter  failure,  because  there  is  no  pro- 
vision under  them  for  making  roads. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  have  not  put 
them  into  operation. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Not  in  Canterbury,  for 
there  is  no  land. 

Mr.  MONTGK)MERY.— Oh,  yes;  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  acres. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No.  I  say  that  there  can 
be  nothing  better  than  the  village-settlement 
system  under  the  present  regulations.  It 
would  be  inflicting  a  grievous  injury  upon 
people  to  put  them  on  to  land  where  they 
have  to  make  their  own  roads  and  to  put  up 
their  own  houses,  and  where  they  have  no 
means  of  getting  over  the  difficulties  which 
surround  all  new  settlers. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Speakxb  left  the  chair. 

STAMP  BILL. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  moved.  That  the  Stamp  Bill 
be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
certain  verbal  amendments  in  clause  8. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  desired  to  move.  That  clause 
2  be  also  recommitted.  He  regretted  that,  in 
the  hurry  of  the  Bill  passing  through  Committee 
last  night,  a  sufficient  number  of  honourable 
members  was  not  present  to  consider  the  effect 
of  the  amendment  which  he  then  proposed.  In 
order  to  give  his  reasons  for  recommitting  clause 
2  it  would  be  necessary  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  law  as  it  stood  before 
"  The  Stamp  Act  Amendment  Act,  1885,"  was 
passed.  Clause  2  referred  to  the  amount  of 
duty  to  be  paid  upon  assignments  or  transfers 
of  property  held  by  miners.  Under  all  the 
Stamp  Acts  that  were  in  force  up  to  the  year 
1885  miners'  property  came  under  this  defini- 
tion :  **  Assignment  or  transfer  of  miners'  pro- 
perty— Under  £20,  Is. ;  exceeding  £20  and  under 
£50,  2s.  6d. ;  and  for  every  additional  £50  or 
part  of  £50,  5s."  Last  year  that  clause  was 
amended  in  this  form : — 

"  Under  the  title  *  Assignment  or  Transfer  ' 
all  the  words  of  the  first  paragraph,  from  *  As- 
signment' to  *  assignor,'  are  hereby  repealed, 
and  the  following  is  enacted  in  lieu  thereof : — 

**  Assignment  or  transfer  of  a  miner's  right 
or  a  consolidated  miner's  right  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  *  The  Mines  Act,  1877,'  and  the 
several  amendments  thereof,  or  letter  or  instru- 
ment authoriring  such  assignment  or  transfer, 
where  the  letter  or  instrument  is  the  only  act 
required  on  the  part  of  the  vendor  or  assignor." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session  he  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  the  fact 
that  this  Act  repealed  the  clause  in  the  Act  of 
1682,  and  that  this  subsection  substituted  for 
the  repealed  clause  was  simply  nonsensOjr  ^m^ 
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that,  consequently,  no  assignment  of  miners* 
property  could  bo  stamped  under  this  subsec- 
tion, bticauHo  it  provided  for  the  assignment  of 
miners'  rights  or  consolidated  miners'  rights, 
and  honourable  members  must  know  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  in  law.  Hence  every  assign- 
ment of  miners'  property,  even  if  gold  for  Uie 
nominal  consideration  of  Is.,  had  to  pay  a 
stamp  duty  of  7s.  6d.  for  the  transfer,  whereas 
hitherto  it  was  only  liable  to  the  stamp-duty 
of  Is.  In  answer  to  a  question  he  put,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  assured  him  that  a  Bill 
would  be  brought  down  this  session  with  the  ob- 
ject of  altering  this  section  in  the  Act  of  1885, 
so  as  to  make  the  law  the  same  as  it  was  before 
the  Act  of  last  session  was  passed.  Section  2 
purported  to  give  effect  to  the  promise  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  it  did  not  do 
so,  aud  he  wished  to  recommit  this  clause, 
with  the  view  of  having  the  matter  discussed 
in  Committee.  It  was  asked,  Why  should  not 
miners'  property  be  subjected  to  the  same  duty 
as  was  payable  for  tl.o  transfer  or  assignment 
of  freehold  estate  ?  But  the  Legislature  had 
always  recognized  the  fact  that  it  should  not 
be  subject  to  the  same  duty,  but  to  a  duty  of  50 
per  cent,  less  ;  and  there  were  good  and  sound 
reasons  why  that  should  be  so,  because  freehold 
property  was  not  so  frequently  the  subject  of 
sale,  transfer,  or  the  investment  of  capital  as 
was  miners*  property.  In  one  case  very  few 
sales  took  place  ;  but  in  the  other,  in  order  to 
get  capital  invested  to  encourage  and  foster  the 
mining  industry,  sales  were  continually  taking 
place.  That  could  not  be  said  of  a  piece  of 
freehold  land  bought  by  a  man  to  settle  on  it 
for  his  life.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why, 
he  believed,  the  Legislature,  up  to  1885,  allowed 
a  loss  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  than  was  now 
attempted  to  be  charged.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  the  amendment,  so  as  to  carry 
out  the  promise  of  the  Treasurer  and  his  Go- 
vernment to  foster  and  encourage  the  mining 
industry. 

Mr.  SEDDON  seconded  the  amendment. 
He  would  remind  the  Treasurer  that  there  was 
a  debt  due  by  the  Government  which  he  had 
not  paid.  He  said  he  would  refund  the  dif- 
ference between  7s.  6d.  and  Is.  which  was 
charged  through  this  mistake.  He  told  the 
House  that  it  was  a  very  small  amount,  and 
that  ho  would  refund  it  at  once  :  but  no  refund 
had  taken  place  yet.  The  return  which  was 
promised  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table.  The 
whole  mistake  arose  through  the  designation  of 
the  property.  There  was  no  property  in  a 
minor's  right  of  itself.  The  property  was  in  a 
right  granted  by  a  lease  or  license.  The  Minis- 
ter  of  Mines  had  carried  a  Bill  which  allowed 
property  to  be  held  without  a  miner's  right 
at  all;  consequently,  as  this  Bill  now  stood, 
mining  property  would  have  to  pay  on  transfer 
the  same  as  if  it  were  freehold.  That  meant 
7s.  6d.,  at  the  least,  on  every  transfer.  Pro- 
perty of  this  kind  was,  necessarily,  continually 
chancing  hands,  and  on  each  transfer  they 
would  have  to  pay  those  very  heavy  fees.  Ex- 
ception was  taken  to  that  as  soon  as  the  Act 
of  last  year  was  passed,  and  he  and  the  other 
Mr,  Ouinnest 


goldfield  members  were  taken  to  task  iss  ] 
mitting  the  Act  to  pass.  All  he  could  uj 
that  he  had  pointed  it  out  to  the  Ti 
who  said  it  had  not  the  effect  stated.  Ti 
simply  wished  to  reoonunit  the  Bill  ud  | 
the  matter  in  the  same  position  that  it  vit 
in  the  Act  of  1882.  By  the  Mining  Bill  isi 
provided,  now,  that  all  sales  mnst  be  tEB» 
f erred  inmiediately,  or  otherwise  the  perscsidi 
did  not  register  the  transfer  would  be  li&^ii 
loss  of  the  property ;  so  that,  as  they  hid 
the  transfer  compulsory  on  every  sale,  mf 
should  reduce  the  charges  to  vHiat  the?  wa 
in  1882. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  could  see  no  reason  wi^jps^; 
perty  which  had  a  consolidated  value  siid  vka 
was  hold  under  license  or  lease  should  be 
ject  to  a  less  rate  of  stamp  duty  thsa 
property.  He  was  one  of  those  vho 
earnestly  desired  to  see  thegoldfieldspro^a^ 
and  he  thought  every  encouragement  sko^ ' 
given  to  the  working  miner ;  but,  if  the  i^ 
were  overdone,  and  claims  made  on  bduH  oi 
all  persons  engaged  in  mining  pursnfts  taa^ 
emption  from  ordinary  taxation,  and  to  our 
it  to  the  length  of  saying  that  valuAbk  py 
perty  transferred  should  not  pay  the  otdisoj 
rate  of  duty,  that  would  hinder  rather  tiai 
encourage  mining  pursuits.  If  the  pc^istT 
transferred  were  not  worth  much,  tii«  tte 
duty  would  be  very  little.  With  regard  lo  ^ 
return  mentioned  by  the  honourable  mesba 
for  Kumara,  they  could  not  obtain  a  reuim  u 
to  deeds  stamped  with  adhesive  stamps,  i^^ 
was  estimated  that  the  whole  difference  pad 
was  about  £5  or  £6.  He  did  not  suppose  ^ 
included  property  held  under  lease  or  hcess. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  as  regsiW 
leases  it  was  a  aifferent  thing.  There  m^ 
be  a  head-race  held  under  license,  aadaiaf 
seven  shares  held  in  that  race. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  would  Uke  to  point  oot  to 
the  Treasurer  the  footing  upon  which  the  fo- 
perty  thus  dealt  with  stood.  Differeni  lei- 
sure was  meted  out  in  this  Bill  to  nuniaf 
property  from  that  meted  out  to  shans  n 
public  companies.  The  latter  were  sobje^  t» 
the  differential  rate  of  stamp  duty  which  ail- 
ing property  was  formerly  subject  to.  Ssaw 
in  public  companies  were  now  left  ui^^ 
same  stamp  duty  as  formerly,  whereis  e 
increased  duty  was  placed  upon  the  tnssis 
of  miners'  property.  Another  point  he  w«^ 
like  to  call  attention  to  was  this :  Under  tbs 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Mistf,  & 
Isurge  class  of  property — temporarily-held  &»- 
ments  of  Crown  lands — which,  fonnerlr,  ^^ 
held  under  miners'  rights — such,  for  instsu* 
as  a  half -acre  of  land  taken  up  by  a  miner  &sft 
dwelling — were  now  held  under  license,  and  w* 
imder  a  miner's  right.  If  the  Bill  of  the  ifiais- 
ter  passed  into  law,  all  this  class  of  propertj, 
which  otherwise  would  be  free,  would  haw  ^ 
come  under  a  very  heavy  tax.  Therefbrt  ^ 
effect  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  m^^ 
would  be  a  curse  instead  of,  as  it  was  intern 
to  be,  a  blessing  to  the  miners.  Under  this  BS 
if  a  man  had  a  small  piece  of  land  and  pot  ^ 
a  tent  on  it  and  cleared  it,  and  then  wiaied  i» 
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»T  it,  he  "would  have  to  pay  a  stamp  duty 
6ci..  instead  of  a  stamp  duty  of  Is.  He 
b^^»^  that  that  was  excessive,  considering 
WLSSk  of  property  which  had  to  be  dealt 
JEf  e  therefore  trusted  that  the  Colonial 
would  accept  a  modification  in  the 


J.     VOGEIi  said  he  would  agree  to  the 
Loxk  of  the  word  **  license." 

O-UINNESS  said  he  would  accept  the 
ft  ion  of  his  amendment,  as  it  would  carry 
kxflkt*  he  wanted. 
I  recommitted,  reported,  and  read  a  third 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 

R.  STOUT,  in  moving  the  second  read- 

fclie  Settled  Land  Bill,  said  that  when  the 

abt^ion  of  Land  Bill  was  under  discussion 

B  l£ou3e  it  was  suggested  by  many  honour- 

cnexnbers  that  it  would  be  better  to  intro- 

"tlie    Settled  Land  Bill  which  was  intro- 

3.  into  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Cairns 

Zjord   Selbome,  with  some  amendments 

tt3co   the  Bill  suitable  to  the  colony.    He 

gilt,  himself,  that  the  Alienation  of  Land 

w&s   simpler  and  clearer,  and  that  there 

a  great  deal  of  verbiage  in  this  Bill.    At 

same    time,   he   also   thought   that  if  a 

ted  Xjand  Bill  were  passed  it  would  be  a 

in  the  right  direction ;  and  therefore  he 

a  Bill  prepared,  and  asked  the  Hon.  Sir 

lerick   \Vhitaker  to  take  charge  of  it  in 

Aier    place.     The    honourable  gentleman 

been   good  enough  to  look   over  it — to 

I  charge  of  it — and  it  had  passed  through 

Ijegislative  Council ;  and,  as  the  matter 

abeady  been  very  fully  discussed  in  this 

ue,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary 

arther  debate  it. 

rr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  think  this  Bill  is 
lewhat  of  an  improvement  on  the  Aliena- 
I  of  Land  Bill  which  was  introduced  in  the 
iy  part  of  the  session,  and  which,  it  was 
ited  out,  would  have  been  practically  un- 
tkable.  It  was  a  measure  which,  I  venture 
iay»  would  have  resulted  in  very  consider- 
e  inconvenience  in  practice,  and  in  very 
at  expense.  I  confess  that  this  Bill,  though 
t  an  improvement  on  that  one,  seems  to  me 
gjo  too  far.  Although  it  may  be  adapted  to 
I  state  of  things  in  England,  where  we  know 
It  settled  estates  exist  to  a  much  greater 
knit  than  they  do  in  this  colony,  I  am  not 
that  the  power  to  the  tenant  for  life  to 
ilutely  sell  property,  as  given  here,  is  de- 
Md  in  a  colony.  We  know  that  in  England 
r  has  assumed  a  normal  value — that  is 
ay,  its  value  is  always  within  reasonable 
but  in  a  colony  property  is  purchased 
\  parson  with  a  view  of  holding  it,  perhaps, 
a  few  years,  with  a  view  to  benefit  by  a 
9ab\e  enhancement  of  its  value.  And  if  the 
uit  for  Ufe  has  the  power  to  sell  he  may  dis- 
s  of  it,  perhaps,  at  a  sacrifice,  the  income 
n  the  invested  purchase-money  promising 
le  much  greater  than  the  income  derivable 
u  the  Qosold  land.  I  think  it  would  be  wise 
A.  in  all  cases,  before  sale  the  consent  of 
\  lemainder-men  or  of  the  Supreme  Court 


should  be  obtained.  In  tliis  colony  the  value 
of  property  fluctuates  very  greatly  and  sud- 
denly, and  a  tenant  for  life  might  hurriedly  sell 
during  depression,  when  the  property  might 
not  realize  half  the  amount  it  would  in  other 
circumstances.  I  do  not  say  that  the  life- 
tenant  is  not  interested  in  getting  the  best  price 
possible ;  but  wo  know  that  in  the  colony  there 
is  not  that  restraint  against  what  may  be 
termed  sharp  practice  which  there  is  at  Home» 
I  should  be  sorry  to  give  the  tenant  for  life  an 
absolute  power  to  sell  without  restriction,  be- 
cause circumstances  are  conceivable  in  which 
he  would  gain  an  undue  advantage  from  such 
sale  as  against  the  remainder-men.  This  Bill 
is  retrospective,  and  its  operation  will  afieot 
wills  and  settlements  made  prior  to  its  passing, 
when  those  executing  the  instruments  did  not 
have  it  in  contemplation  that  the  law  would  be 
altered  in  this  direction. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Neither  had  they  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  yet  the  English  Act  was  passed. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  English  Act 
is  difEerent  from  this,  and  I  say  the  system  of 
adopting  English    legislation  wholesale  is    a 
most  vicious  one.    Because  an  Act  is  found  on 
the  English  Statute  Book,  to  say  that  that  is 
reason  enough  for  our  adopting  it  as  it  stands 
is  a  most  vicious  contention.    Any  English  Act 
introduced  here  requires  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration and  deliberation  to  adapt  it  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony.    I  agree  with  the 
principle  of  lessening  the  restraint  on  aliena- 
tion ;  but  to  give  this  arbitrary  power  of  sale  to 
a  tenant  for  life  is  to  give  a  power  that  will 
be  capable  of  gross  abuse,  and  one  that  I  am 
certain  will  be  misused ;  and  I  contend  that 
such  a  power  should  be  exercisable  only  subject 
to  the  consent  of  the  remainder-men  or  of  the 
Supreme  Court.    Clause  33  of  this  Bill  states 
how  a  married  woman  is  to  be  affected  by  it. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  provision  was  passed 
in  the  English  Act  before  the  Married  Women'a 
Property  Act  was  passed  in  England,  because 
under  the  latter  Act  a  married  woman  is  given 
all  the  powers  in  regard  to  property  of  a  /erne 
sols.    There  is  also  in  this  Bill  a  provision  by 
which  a  person  may  get  himself  appointed  the 
guardian  of  an  infant  tenant  for  life,  and  that 
guardian  is  given  the  power  the  tenant  for  life 
would  have  if  of  age.    Now,  I  do  not  say  that 
an  infant  should  not  have  the  same  power  of 
disposal  as  other  tenants  for  life,  subject  to 
proper  restriction ;  but  the  Bill  reads — "  Whore 
a  person  who  is  in  his  own  right  seised  ot  or 
entitled  in  possession  to  land  is  an  infant,  then 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  the  land  is  settled 
land,  and  the  infant  shall  be  deonxed  tenant  for 
life  thereof."    Under  this  the  infant  tenant  for 
life  can  sell  land  through  a  person  who  gets 
himself  appointed  guardian,  and  subject  to  no 
control  by  the  Court. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — The  Court    appoints  the 
guardian. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— -Yea  ;  but  the  Court 
does  not  sanction  the  sale  :   and  when  appoint- 
ing the  guardian  on  summary   application  it 
would  not  be  likely  to  contemplate,  proba^^^^ 
that  gufudian  ezexoising,  freo    from  xfff^ 
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the  very  luge  power  which  it  is  proposed  to 
give  him  by  this  Bill.  I  am  not  opposing  this 
Bill  in  any  sense,  but  I  am  merely  pointing  oat 
the  danger  of  passing  it  as  it  now  stands.  I 
say  it  is  the  bound  en  duty  of  this  Hoase  to 
see  that  the  property  of  infants  is  not  so  placed 
that  a  gnardian  may  dispose  of  it  without  re- 
straint. I  consider  that  the  adult  tenant  for 
liie,  or  those  representing  an  infant  life-tenant, 
^onld  be  compelled  to  satiffy  the  Court  that 
any  proposed  sale  is  in  the  interests  of  all  the 
beneficiaries.  It  is  all  very  well  to  throw  a 
Bill  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  say  that  it 
is  a  popular  Bill  and  we  must  ^ass  it.  When, 
some  weeks  ago,  I  suggested  that  the  Aliena- 
tion of  Land  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee conversant  with  the  subject  I  was 
laughed  at,  and  told  that  to  do  so  would  be 
to  '*  burke  "  the  Bill.  The  Alienation  of  Land 
Bill  would  have  been  a  most  vicious  measure, 
and  would  have  led  to  no  end  of  litigation  and 
confusion.  It  hafl,  however,  been  abandoned 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  which  is  a  very  great 
improvement  upon  it;  but  yet,  I  venture  to 
say,  the  present  Bill  is  not  by  any  means  a 
reasonably  perfect  measure;  and  this  House 
should  Bee  that  some  restraint  is  placed  on  the 
possible  action  of  the  persons  to  whom  I  have 
referred,  and  by  whom  its  powers  are  to  be 
exercised. 

Mr.  GARRICK.— I  understand  it  to  be 
generally  accepted  that  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
move the  restrictions  which  exist  on  the  aliena- 
tion of  land.  For  that  object  various  measures 
have,  during  the  last  few  years,  been  intro- 
duced in  this  House — certainly,  to  my  mind, 
all  impracticable  measures— and  the  Govern- 
ment have  at  last  fallen  back,  and,  I  think, 
rightly  so,  upon  what  is  known  as  the  Settled 
Estates  Act,  pa<5sed  in  1882  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  amended  by  them  in  1884.  I 
think  we  shall  bo  able  to  make  of  this  Bill 
a  reasonably -useful  measure,  and  one  which 
will  form  the  basis,  perhaps,  by  improvement 
in  the  future,  for  thoroughly  removing  the 
difficulty  intended  to  be  dealt  with,  and  work- 
ing for  good  and  not  for  evil.  I  object,  how- 
ever, to  the  mode  of  the  Premier  in  introduc- 
ing this  Bill.  I  think  that  it  is  not  fair  to  this 
House  to  say  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Wliitaker  is  responsible  for  this  Bill 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  so. 

:^^r.  GARRICK.  — that  he  was  intrusted 
with  carrying  it  through  another  place,  and 
that,  because  it  had  passed  that  Chamber,  the 
Premier  considered  tliat  it  was  quite  unneces- 
sary to  give  the  House  any  information  as  to 
the  character  of  the  Bill— that,  in  fact,  it  must 
go  through  on  the  flood-tide  because  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  had  introduced  it. 
Now,  I  am  quite  sure  that  those  who  have 
read  the  Bill  and  compared  it  with  the  English 
Act  will  see  that  it  still  requires  much  con- 
sideration, despite  all  the  experience  of  and  the 
care  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker.  It  requires  alteration  in  many 
places,  because  its  machinery  is  not  appli- 
cable to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony ;  and 
there  are  words  in  it  which  must  be  struck  out, 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


because  they  are  only  applicable  to  dra 
stances  in  England.  Though  I  spppffveoffti 
principle  of  the  Bill,  there  are  s^renl  pi 
sions  in  it  which  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  sa 
in  Committee,  and  I  hope  the  am»diBeEkl 
shall  suggest  will  commend  themselves  to  ' 
good  sense  of  honourable  members  ss  aia 
ments  which  ought  to  be  adopted.  'Diii 
will  practically  remove  all  restraint  on  ali 
tion.  I  vnsh  the  House  to  nnderstscd  te 
that  will  be  its  practical  efiect.  The  ItTiHr 
recognizes  that  a  man  may  clothe  the  tna 
he  appoints  with  authority  for  the  adniaii 
tion  of  the  estate,  either  under  settleDesi  m. 
will,  for  the  benefit  of  wife,  children,  or  osba; 
but  this  Bill  practically  proposes  to  sopesnii 
the  power  of  the  trustees  altogether.  I  i9 
say  that  it  proposes  to  eliminate  than  ik^ 
^ether  from  the  position  of  trusteedt^  kt 
it  proposes  to  deprive  them  of  ths(  sails- 
rity  with  which  they  have  been  clodifidlv 
the  testator  for  the  management  and  txMak ' 
of  tho  property  intrusted  to  them.  ItpnEpocGi 
to  bestow  on  the  tenant  for  life  the  alsah^ 
power  to  dispose  of  the  freehold  of  ^ lied; 
and  I  put  it  to  the  House  whether  it  ispn^ 
pared  to  go  as  far  as  that.  Any  one  who  vS 
turn  to  the  speech  made  by  the  Eol  Sr 
Frederick  Whitaker  on  this  BiU  in  sao&r 
place  will  see  that  he  referred  at  length  to  the 
condition  of  things  in  England,  and  tothedil' 
astrous  result  of  tying  up  huge  propeitief  i^ 
the  settlement  of  estates  on  tenants  for  liii, 
tenants  in  remainder,  and  over,  for  as  ki^fli 
the  law  will  allow.  But  such  circunstsasa 
have  no  parallel  whatever  in  this  ector,  si4 
hence  I  submit  to  the  House  that  then  is  b> 
necessity  for  so  drastic  an  alteration  of  the  lt« 
as  this  Bill  proposes.  I  think  it  is  onlTni^ 
that  there  should  be  some  restraint  oq  tb 
power  of  disposal  by  the  tenant  for  hfe.  1  ^ 
not  agree  with  the  honourable  member  is. 
Dunedin  West  that  the  consent  of  aUtb«ie- 
mainder-men  should  be  obtained,  becsoK  I 
think  that  would  tend  to  defeat  the  exetctsecf 
the  authority  given  in  favour  of  alienation,  id^ 
would  surround  the  position  with  teefaskil 
difficulties  which  might  thoroughly  defesttk 
operation  of  the  Bill,  and  I  have  no  wish  ^ 
bring  about  that  result ;  but  I  wish  to  niahe 
the  Bill  as  useful  a  measure  as  possible  iv 
the  purpose  it  is  intended  to  effect.  I  ai^ 
mit  to  the  House  that,  to  insure  tbe  pM 
given  shall  be  exercised  in  the  interest  oliil 
the  beneficiaries,  it  should  be  sunossdid 
with  reasonable  precautions.  I  suggest  (fait> 
as  this  measure  gives  the  tenant  for  life  the 
power  to  overrule  the  wishes  of  the  tfistife»t 
to  deprive  the  trustee  of  the  authoritjwilh 
which  he  has  been  clothed  by  the  settlemesf*  I 
and  absolutely  to  dispose  of  the  la]Kl-*-ssii 
closes  the  mouth  and  ties  the  hands  of  thetns- 
tee,  while  the  tenant  for  life  is  empowai^ 
to  absolutely  dispose  of  an  estate  in  which  h« 
holds  only  a  limited  interest,  I  think  honoff* 
able  members  will  agree  with  me  that  so  ts? 
great  a  power  should  be  only  exercised  snlij*^ 
to  the  sanction  of  the  Court,  which  should  be 
satisfied  that  such  power  is  to  be  exercised  a 
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intexBst  of  the  other  beneficiaries.  I  dare 
that  some  honourable  members  will  say, 
18  a  lawyer  who  is  speaking.  There  is  the 
ore  of  the  order  shown :  he  wants  an  appli- 
o&  to  the  Court,  so  that  there  may  be  legal 
as."  That  I  meet  point-blank  by  asking  if 
'  honourable  member  who  makes  a  will  or 
lement  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  and 
idren,  and  clothes  his  trustees  with  certain 
horities  for  the  management  of  the  trust, 
lid  not  rather  that  his  estate  paid  the  cost 
mding  an  application  to  the  Court  to  obtain 
Banction  to  the  disposal  of  the  estate  by  a 
ant  for  life  holding  a  limited  interest,  than 
t  such  tenant  for  life  should  have  an  abso- 
aly  unfettered  power  of  disposal,  irrespective 
bos  own  wishes  as  testator,  and  possibly  to 
I  Tvejudice  of  those  interested  in  remainder, 
elieve  it  must  commend  itself  to  the  good 
se  of  every  one  that  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
irt  should  be  given  a  discretion  in  saying 
ether  an  intended  disposal  was  for  the  in- 
est  of  all  parties  concerned,  rather  than  that 
I  only  of  those  parties  should  exercise  this 
iolute  power  without  any  safeguard.  Then, 
ire  is  another  objection  to  the  Bill:  It 
U  be  readily  recognized  that  in  England 
ire  may  be  large  estates  which  it  may  be 
eessary  to  improve  with  the  proceeds  ob- 
ned  from  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  trust 
iperty,  and  for  which  purpose  it  may  become 
eessaiy  to  exercise  a  power  that  it  cannot,  in 
t  circumstances  of  this  colony,  be  necessary 
exercise.  Now,  I  put  it  plainly,  and  submit 
Kt  it  would  be  most  mischievous  to  give  a 
Bant  for  life  the  absolute  power  to  dispose  of 
e  freehold  of  land,  and  to  spend  the  pro- 
ads  or  trust  funds  in  buying  other  land,  mines, 
id  minerals,  and  in  developing  and  work- 
K  the  same — ^in  a  word,  to  speculate  with  the 
list  estate.  He  may  sell  the  fee-simple  of  the 
nd  and  speculate  with  the  money.  Under 
ibsection  ^1)  of  clause  7  the  money  may  be 
lent  "in  investment  on  Government  securi- 
Bt,  or  on  real  securities  in  New  Zealand,  with 
mer  to  vary  the  investment  into  or  for  any 
her  such  securities."  I  submit  to  the  House 
lat  that  ought  to  come  out ;  and  if,  in  the 
itezest  of  removing  the  restraint  on  the  aliena- 
Ofi  of  land,  a  tenant  for  life  should  have  such 
itbority,  he  certainly  should  not  be  allowed  to 
>  and  speculate  in  land  in  fee-simple,  as  pro- 
ided  by  subsection  (2).  If  you  look  at  subsec- 
on  (3)  you  will  find  that  he  may  speculate  in 
lines  and  minerals.  Surely  that  cannot  be 
nsooable.  Just  imagine  a  tenant  for  life  sell- 
ig  the  fee-simple  of  property  and  speculating 
I  mines  and  minerals  I 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  does  "  settled  lands  " 
lean? 

^  Hr.  GARBICK.-^!  am  making  no  observa- 
WQ  on  this  Bill  except  after  the  most  careful 
onsideration,  and  I  submit  I  have  some  know- 
Bdge  of  the  subject  on  which  I  talk.  All  land 
••comes  "  settled  "  under  this  Act.  Further, 
ection  16  provides,— 
'*The  trustees  of  a  settlement,  or  any  of 
Bern,  axe  not  liable  for  giving  any  consent,  or 
fir  not  making,  bringing,  taking,  or  doing  any 


such  application,  action,  proceeding,  or  thin|^ 
as  they  might  make,  bring,  take,  or  do;  and,  in 
case  of  purchase  of  land  with  capital  money 
arising  under  this  Act,  are  not  liable  for  adopt- 
ing any  contract  made  by  the  tenant  for  life, 
or  bound  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
purchase,  or  answerable  as  regards  any  price, 
consideration,  or  fine,  and  are  not  liable  to  see 
to  or  answerable  for  the  investigation  of  the 
title,  or  answerable  for  a  conveyance  of  land  if 
the  conveyance  purports  to  convey  the  land  in 
the  proper  mode,  or  liable  in  respect  of  pur- 
chase-monev  paid  by  them  by  direction  of  the 
tenant  for  life  to  any  person  joining  in  the  con- 
veyance as  a  conveying  party,  or  as  giving  a 
receipt  for  the  purchase-money,  or  in  any  other 
character,  or  in  respect  of  any  other  money 
paid  by  them  by  direction  of  the  tenant  for 
life  on  the  purchase." 

While  section  26  says, — 

*'  On  a  sale,  mortgage,  or  charge,  a  purchaser, 
mortgagee,  or  other  person  dealing  in  good  faith 
with  a  tenant  for  life  shall,  as  against  all 
parties  entitled  under  tho  settlement,  be  con- 
clusively taken  to  have  given  the  best  price, 
consideration,  or  rent,  as  the  case  may  require, 
that  could  reasonably  be  obtained  by  the 
tenant  for  life,  and  to  have  complied  with  all 
the  requisitions  of  this  Act." 

Honourable  members  will  also  see  at  once 
that  a  trustee  or  person  exercising  the  great 
powers  conferred  by  this  measure  is  by  its 
provisions  absolutely  protected;  but  little  or 
no  corresponding  protection  is  provided  for  the 
preservation  of  the  estate ;  and  I  submit  to 
the  House  that  that  is  a  very  strong  reason 
indeed  why  the  House  should  sanction  the 
interference  of  the  Court,  and  afford  tho  re- 
quired protection.  I  would  also  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  that,  as  far 
as  I  can  gather,  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to 
give  a  power  to  mortgage ;  though  it  is  by 
no  means  clear  what  really  is  intended.  If 
honourable  members  will  turn  to  section  11 
they  will  find  that  it  says  "  a  tenant  for  li£e 
may  contract  to  make  any  sale,  mortgage,  or 
charge."  If  a  mortgage  or  charge  is  intended 
to  apply  to  a  life  estate,  which  it  may  be  taken 
to  mean  under  subsection  (2)  of  section  11, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  see  that  the 
tenant  for  life  mortgages  only  his  own  inter- 
est ;  but  I  contend  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  this  power  in  the  Bill.  Now,  under  the 
English  Settled  Estates  Act  there  is  authority 
for  borrowing  money,  and  securing  that  money 
by  way  of  mortgage,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
improvements,  for  the  purpose  of  partition, 
and  for  raising  money  to  obtain  equality  of 
exchange — that  is,  where  land  is  given  for  other 
land  of  a  difierent  value.  There  is  no  au- 
thority, however,  in  this  Bill  providing  cither 
for  partition  or  exchange.  Surely,  then,  a 
tenant  for  life  should  not  be  given  power 
to  mortgage  other  than  his  own  interest  in 
the  trust  estate,  which  he  can  do  already 
vnthout  this  measure,  and  which  numbers  of 
them  have  done  to  my  own  knowle 
submit,  therefore,  that  the  exercisi" 
powers  granted  by  this  Bill  to  a  ter 
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should  bo  surrounded  by  a  corresponding  pro- 
tection to  that  provided  in  the  case  of  an  infant 
nndcr  the  n^o  of  twenty -one  years,  or  of  a 
person  found  a  lunatic,  and  that  the  guardian 
or  coinmitfee,  as  the  case  may  be,  should  apply 
lor  authority  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  Judge, 
and  obtain  the  sanction  of  such  Court  or  Judge; 
and  I  ask  the  IlnUAe  to  extend  the  same  pro- 
tection to  tliox-  claiming  after  the  tenant  for 
life.  I  think  uKf)  that  the  power  to  make  pro- 
vision for  ))aMiiitin  which  in  in  the  English 
Act  Khould  be  inserted.  I  think,  if  the  tenant 
for  life  is  to  be  set  at  largo  as  regards  his  own 
moiety,  there  ought  to  be  power  to  make  par- 
tition, as  bct^\een  joint  tenants  or  tenants 
in  common,  as  no  difticulty  could  arise  as  to 
exercise  of  power  for  such  purpose.  A  father 
may  kave  a  property  to  two  sous  jointly.  If, 
iiihtead  of  selling  it  under  the  power  they  would 
have  08  tenants  for  life,  they  thouglit  better  to 
divide  it,  I  submit  to  this  House  it  is  only 
rensrnablo  that  tiioy  should  have  the  liberty 
to  niak«'  tliat  partition,  and  such  a  provision 
should  lo  iu'iertcd  in  the  Bill.  Ai^ain,  there  is 
a  very  ohjeetionable  clause  in  tliis  measure — 
section  21 — wliich  I  think  ought  to  be  very 
considirably  modified.     It  says, — 

*•  Wiiere  the  Court  directs  that  any  cost.5, 
chargrs,  or  expenses  be  paid  out  of  proptTtv 
subject  to  settlement  the  same  shall,  subject 
and  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Court,  be 
raised  and  paid  out  of  capital-money  arising 
under  tliis  Act,  or  other  money  liable  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  purcho'-e  of  land  to  be  made  subject 
to  the  settlenu  nt,  or  out  of  investments  rcpro- 
sentinj^  such  money,  or  out  of  income  of  any 
such  money  or  investments,  or  out  of  any 
accumulations  of  income  of  land,  money,  or 
investnu'iits,  or  by  means  of  a  sale  of  part  of 
the  settled  land  in  respect  whereof  the  costs, 
charges,  or  expenses  are  incurred,  or  of  other 
settled  laud  comprised  in  the  same  settlement 
and  subject  to  the  same  limitations,  or  by 
means  of  a  mortgage  of  the  settled  land  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  be  made  by  such  person  as  the 
Court  directs,  and  either  by  conveyance  of  the 
fee-simple  or  otlior  estate  or  interest  the  sub- 
ject of  the  settlement,  or  by  creation  of  a  term 
or  otherwise,  or  by  means  of  a  charge  on  the 
settled  land  or  any  part  thereof,  or  partly  in 
one  of  those  modes  and  partly  in  another  or 
others,  or  in  such  other  mode  as  the  Court 
thinks  fit." 

The  part  I  object  to  is  that  which  enables 
the  trust  estate  to  be  mortgaged  or  sold  to 
pay  law-costs.  Certainly  one  would  think  that 
this  Bill  was  prepared  in  the  interests  of  my 
profession.  You  may  set  the  estate  at  large, 
you  may  dissipate  it,  in  a  sense ;  while  those 
who  exercise  the  power  are  free  to  give  a  receipt 
for  tho  moneys.  I  submit  to  the  House  that 
this  is  a  clause  which  requires  amendment.  I 
would  also  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
section  22,  which,  I  admit,  is  contained  in  the 
English  Act,  but  the  meaning  of  which  I  have 
failed,  and  now  fail,  to  understand.  Section 
22  says, — 

"The  powers  under  this  Act  of  a  tenant  for 
life  are  not  capable  of  assignment  or  release, 

—   ''''*.  Garrick 


and  do  not  pass  to  a  person  as  being,  hj 
tion  of  law  or  otherwise,  an  assignee  of  a 
for  life,  and  remain  exercisable  by  tbe 
for  life  after  and  notwithstanding  any 
ment,  by  operation  of  law  or  otherwise,  of  is 
estate  or  interest  under  the  settlement" 

Now,  I  ask  the  House  to  maik  tiiii  tte 
tenant  for  life  is  able  to  sell:  thatis,slterkB 
has  already  sold  his  interest  to  apnrelunrkii 
powers  as  tho  tenant  for  life  are  to  raniii 
exercisable — that  is,  in  fact,  "  after  sad  agi» 
withstanding  any  assignment,  by  open^  af 
law  or  otherwise,  of  his  estate  or  intereficads 
the  settlement." 

That  is  an  extraordinary  provisioiiL 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  GARRICK.  — I  think  it  is.  Hep8  4i 
tenant  for  life  has  the  absolute  power  to  ^sp» 
of  the  estate.  But,  suppose  he  has  mortga^ 
or  sold  his  interest  in  it — which  he  ec»ikidi 
without  this  Act — ^the  person  holding  Uieiaat' 
gage,  or  to  whom  a  sale  has  been  made,  easoflt 
interfere  to  prevent  such  tenant  for  life  ess* 
cising  the  authority  to  sell  the  estate.  Ped^ 
that  is  a  proper  provision,  if  the  interest  cf  ^ 
tenant  for  life  be  only  mortgaged.  But  let  a 
look  at  subsection  (3)  of  this  section.  B  ii  if 
follows : — 

"  But  this  section  shall  operate  wiUunt^ 
judico  to  the  rights  of  any  jierscm  beisf  is 
assignee  for  value  of  the  estate  or  interest  i 
the  tenant  for  life ;  and  in  that  ease  the  tt- 
signee's  rights  shall  not  be  affected  without h^ 
consent."  ' 

This  section  seems  to  me  to  be  mo^  oas- 
tradictory,  and  unless  what  the  Legislatsi 
means  is  made  more  clear  no  one  woold  lad 
money  to  or  purchase  from  the  tenant  for  life. 
This  is  a  matter  which  requires  consideattB 
attention.  Then,  I  would  draw  attention  l» 
clause  10,  which  enables  land  that  hss  bees 
acquired  by  purchase  to  be  made  subject  to  tte 
settlement  in  manner  directed  in  this  sae&s: 
that  is  to  say,  any  fresh  land  acquiiedB^ 
be  just  as  much  "settled"  as  any  Isnd  *is 
under  tho  old  settlement.  Then,  sabsectifiB(3^ 
of  tho  clause  goes  on, — 

*'  Land  acquired  as  aforesaid  may  bemi^* 
substituted  security  for  any  charge  in  tesfea 
of  money  actually  raised,  and  remaining  bb- 
paid,  from  which  the  settled  land,  oranypi^ 
thereof,  or  any  undivided  share  theraiB,  oai 
heretofore  been  released  on  the  occasion  si^  is 
order  to  the  completion  of  a  sale." 

I  should  think  that  it  shoold  be  neoesu^ 
to  get  the  consent  of  the  person  who  hoWi  tfa* 
security.  Of  course  the  Premier  may  say  ^ 
that  would  be  a  matter  for  the  Court  tod* 
with.  But  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  es^n* 
in  the  Act  that  the  consent  of  the  person  hold> 
ing  the  security  shall  be  necessary :  in  ^ 
substitution  could  not,  I  think,  be  effected  win- 
out  such  consent  having  first  been  obUixwi 
There  are  many  other  matters  that  willTsqsiw 
careful  consideration  as  the  Bill  goes  thioap 
Committee.  I  should  certainly  say  thsfc  t^ 
importance  of  the  principles  of  the  njessoff 
has  been  kept  more  in  view  than  the  neees^ 
for  embodying  them  in  the  neoessaiy  tacfaoicai 
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aa^^e  to  give  effect  to  them ;  and  it  will  be 
ss&iy  for  the  House  to  fully  consider  the 
in  Committee,  especially  those  points  to 
)h  I  have  called  attention ;  for,  notwith- 
ding  the  high  authority  of  the  honourable 
leman  who  introduced  the  Bill  in  another 
e,  I  must  say  that  I  think  many  important 
bers  have  been  overlooked, 
r.  CONOLLY.— I  do  not  intend  to  occupy 
time  of  the  House  in  discussing  this  Bill  ac 
stage.  I  shall  not  follow  the  honourable 
iber  for  St.  Albans  either  in  the  points  on 
sh  I  disagree  with  him  or  in  those  on  which 
zee  with  him,  for  they  are  matters  which 
nust  consider  in  Committee ;  but  I  would 
point  out  this  to  the  Premier :  that  if  we 
to  give  due  attention  to  the  Bill  it  will  be 
sssary  to  give  a  couple  of  days  to  it  at  the 
r  least,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
tse  is  disposed  to  take  so  long  over  it.  I 
U  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
uise  it  is  very  much  the  same  Bill  as  I  in- 
laced  into  the  House  three  years  ago,  but 
ch  the  House  declined  to  take  up  because 
iourable  members  wanted  a  simpler  mea- 
».  The  Bill  goes  in  the  right  direction,  and 
I  regret  is  that  it  was  not  introduced  at  an 
lier  period  of  the  session.  Still,  I  shall  not 
ow  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  being 
ifiidered  and  passed,  though  it  comes  before 
BO  late. 

At.  SAMUEL.— I  think  the  House  ought  to 
1  very  much  indebted  to  the  honourable 
onber  for  St.  Albans  for  his  criticism  of  this 
asure.  I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  heard  a 
ire  exhaustive  yet,  at  the  same  time,  tem- 
rate  criticism  upon  such  a  measure  as  this. 
ionot  propose,  myself,  to  enter  into  a  criticism 
tbis  Bill,  because  I  feel  that  the  honourable 
nnberhas  criticised  it  much  better  than  I 
old  do ;  though  there  are  many  points  that 
might  touch  upon  to  show  that  the  Bill  re- 
lies amendment.  However,  I  recognize  that 
e  Bill  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  I  hope  we 
all  pass  it,  for  it  is  a  great  improvement,  so 
r  as  my  opinion  goes,  upon  the  Bill  which  was 
troduced  at  an  earlier  jperiod  of  the  session, 
lien  we  get  into  Committee  upon  the  Bill  I 
ype,  however,  that  we  shall  so  alter  it  as  not 
'  eUow  the  large  powers  proposed  to  be  exer- 
nd  by  the  tenant  for  life  to  be  exercised 
ikhoat  reference  to  the  Court.  That  is  a  point 
hich  I  think  needs  careful  attention. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  was  certainly  surprised  at 
&e  objection  of  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Ibans  to  a  Bill  which  is  a  copy  of  the  English 
^  with  the  omission  of  a  few  provisions  not 
nitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony, 
())«n  X  remembered  that  only  a  few  weeks  or 
■umfchs  ago  he  stated  in  this  House  that  such 
•  measure  as  that  ought  to  be  introduced, 
'ow,  I  shall  just  test  the  criticism  of  the 
umonrable  member  in  one  way.  I  under- 
*wid  that  he  says  that  the  tenant  for  life 
Ijm,  mider  this  Bill,  invest  money  in  the  pur- 
™e  of  mines  and  minerals.  I  believe  I  am 
9«ht  in  saying  that  he  said  that.  Very  well. 
H^i  I  will  take  that  as  an  instance  of  the 
nine  of  his  oriticism,  and,  if  I  can  show  that 


he  is  wrong  in  this  particular,  I  shaljl  ask  the 
House  to  believe  that  he  is  wrong  in  all  things, 
I  could  show  that  he  is  wrong  in  all  points; 
but  I  take  that  as  a  test.  He  says  that  the 
tenant  for  life  can  purchase  the  fee-simple  of 
mines  and  minerals.  He  did  not  go  on,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  say  "convenient  to  be  held 
or  worked  with  the  settled  land,"  but  he 
did  add  those  words  afterwards.  The  object 
of  enabling  this  to  be  done  is  perfectly  plain« 
It  is  that,  where  a  person  has  settled  land,  he 
may  purchase  the  fee  -  simple  of  mines  or ' 
minerals  to  be  worked  with  the  settled  land. 
Of  course,  the  meaning  is  that,  where  mines 
and  minerals  are  being  worked  in  connection 
with  settled  land,  they  may  be  purchased  and 
become  part  of  the  settled  land;  but  the 
House  was  led  to  believe  that  the  tenant  for 
life  could  speculate  in  mines  and  minerals. 
Then,  I  would  point  out  that  under  any  cir- 
cumstances the  tenant  for  life  could  not  of  his 
own  free  will  spend  the  money.  The  honour* 
able  gentleman  could  not  have  read  the  next . 
section  of  the  measure.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  shown  so 
little  care.  It  is  not  for  want  of  ability  that  he 
errs.    The  next  clause  says, — 

*•  Capital  -  money  arising  under  this  Act* 
shall,  in  order  to  its  being  invested  or  applied 
as  aforesaid,  be  paid  either  to  the  trustees  of 
the  settlement  or  into  Court,  at  the  option  of 
the  tenant  for  life,  and  shall  be  invested  or 
applied  by  the  trustees  or  under  the  direction 
of  the  Court,  as  the  case  may  be,  accordingly." 

If  it  is  desired  to  purchase  mines  or  minerals . 
the  money  is  paid  either  into  the  hands  of  the 
trustees  under  the  settlement  or  into  Court». 
and  it  is  invested  under  their  direction.  The 
tenant  for  life  has  no  charge  over  the  money. 
Was  that  criticism  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fair  criticism?  After  the  statement  of 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  honour- 
able members  would  believe  that  the  tenant  for: 
life  would  get  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  ■ 
land,  if  he  pleased ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  the  Bill.  It  must  either  be  paid  to  the 
trustees  or  be  paid  into  Court,  and  be  invested' 
as  the  trustees  or  the  Court  may  decide,  as  the' 
case  may  be. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — But  not  without  the 
consent  of  the  tenant  for  life. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— But  that  provision  makes, 
it  more  difficult.  Therefore  all  this  criticism 
about  the  tenant  for  life  purchasing  mines  is 
gone.  There  is  no  such  power  in  the  Bill. 
Is  that  fair  criticism?  That  is  the  criticism 
which  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth specially  approved.  Then,  let  us  take, 
the  criticism  on  clause  22.  The  honourable- 
member  began  by  saying  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  clause.  If  I  started  out  by  say- 
ing tiiat  I  did  not  understand  a  clause,  I  do^ 
not  think  that  I  should  attempt  to  explain  it. 
He  said  he  could  not  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  words,  "The  powers  under  this  Act  of 
a  tenant  for  life  are  not  capable  of 
ment  or  release."  Now,  what  is  the : 
of  that  ?  The  meaning  is  this :  th^ 
tenant  is  permitted  to  assign,  h^ 
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griye  himself  of  the  powen  he  has  under  this 
ill.  If,  for  example,  a  sale  is  authorised, 
and  the  tenant  for  life  sells  to  another  per- 
son, that  person  would  become  the  tenant  for 
life,  and  nave  the  powers  given  in  this  Bill. 
Here,  again,  the  cnticism  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  fails.  The  only  other  criticism  that 
needs  noticing  is  that  in  reference  to  clause  21, 
which  provides  for  the  payment  of  costs  out  of 
settled  property.  The  power  which  is  taken  in 
this  clause  is  exercised  every  day  when  a  Court 
of  Equity  orders  the  sale  of  property,  and 
orders  the  payment  of  all  costs,  and  expenses, 
and  charges.  It  has  been  acted  upon  for  the 
last  hundred  years.  The  only  other  criticism 
was  that  the  tenant  for  life  should  not  have 
power  to  soil.  Why?  Let  us  take,  for  ex- 
ample, the  case  of  lands  held  under  the  Land 
Transfer  Act.  They  may  be  clothed  with  a 
trust,  but  they  are  not  known  to  be.  The 
Land  Transfer  takes  no  notice  of  trusts,  and 
where  the  trustee  makes  a  sale  the  purchaser 
is  not  bound  to  inquire  into  the  trust. 

An  Hon.  Member.— A  caveat  may  be  lodged. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. —  Of  courae,  it  may  and 
it  may  not.  There  is  no  difference  between 
the  two  cases.  The  only  other  criticism  was 
■that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West,  whose  only  argument  was  that  this  was 
a  copy  of  an  English  Act.  The  honourable 
gentleman  copied  an  English  Act  this  session — 
the  Apportionment  Bill — and  a  very  good  one. 
I  do  not  object  to  that;  and  I  was  wishing 
to  copy  an  English  Act.  I  wish  this  passed ; 
and  why?  Not  because  I  do  not  think  the 
Bill  introduced  by  myself  was  much  simpler 
and  clearer,  and  would  not  have  carried  out 
the  same  object ;  but  I  prepared  this  Bill 
because  I  thought  that  the  most  conserva- 
tive members  of  this  House  could  not  object 
to  a  measure  that  had  been  approved  of  by 
Lord  Cairns.  I  do  not  say  that  this  contains 
all  the  provisions  of  the  English  Act ;  but, 
substantially,  leaving  out  the  portions  of  the 
English  law  not  necessary  in  this  colony,  this 
Bill  is  the  same  as  that  which  was  approved  of 
by  Lord  Cairns.  Another  honourable  member 
wants  the  trustees  of  the  tenant  for  life  to  be 
controlled  by  the  Supreme  Court.  I  do  not 
think  that  should  be  the  case.  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  the  power  of  sale  just  as  in  the 
matter  of  personal  property,  without  any  inter- 
ference from  the  Court.  I  do  not  think  that 
land  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  anything 
more  sacred  than  personal  property.  When 
the  Bill  gets  into  Committee  I  shall  not  object 
to  any  reasonable  amendments,  which  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  tender,  with  the  wish 
to  make  the  Bill  as  perfect  as  possible.  But 
I  would  put  it  to  honourable  members  whether 
it  is  wise  to  ask  that  restrictions  in  looking 
after  property  should  be  put  in  that  were  not 
thought  necessary  in  England. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PROPERTY  ASSESSMENT  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— This  Bill— the  Property  As- 
sessment Bill— is  an  amendment  of  the  Bill 
of  laat  year,  and,  practically,  it  provides  for 
^.  StmU 


thre«  things.  In  the  Bill  of  last  yeti; «!•• 
timated  to  the  Oommitiee,  wepiopondtDta 
the  property  of  companies  and  societies  ii  al 
kinds  in  the  colony,  except  those  that  vn 
specially  exempt.  The  Propeity-Uz  CasO' 
sioner,  in  porsuanoe  of  that  inteotiao,  toai 
the  lands  held  by  various  corporate  bodieB  ii 
Church  purposes,  and  they  objected,  iid  3 
has  been  held  by  tho  Supreme  Court  tint  tk 
Act  did  not  apply  to  them.  We  have  pot  is  i 
olaase  to  meet  that  difficulty,  and  I  thickit 
will  meet  it.  Then«  provision  is  zna&e  istae 
payment  of  the  tax  by  mortgagees,  &o# 
absent  from  the  colony.  In  ceitua  an. 
where  the  mortgagee  was  out  of  thecoksf.M 
seemed  unfair  that  the  mortgager  should  pif 
all  the  tax ;  and  section  3  was  put  in  tooaiik 
a  mortgager  to  recover  tax  paid  bjbuscB 
account  of  a  foreign  mortgagee.  S««tiai  i  ii 
to  enable  the  tax  to  be  recovered  on  rensaa- 
ary  interests  in  property.  At  present  it  is  ht^ 
though  I  think  it  is  a  doubtful  poist,  tbai 
tenants  for  life  should  have  only  their  ifiteRsli 
in  the  property  valued,  and  that  the  rs  d 
the  property  should  not  be  cfaazged  w&  s^ 
tax.  I  say  the  whole  of  the  proper^  sbctf 
pay;  otherwise,  if  that  were  not  done,  die  reaoit 
would  be  that  by  making  a  settlement  peopli 
would  get  rid  of  their  liabilities.  Thffii^  | 
other  part  comes,  which  is  to  restore  thelsvto 
what  it  was  before  the  Act  of  last  jesr.  I&  | 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  more.  I  ^  i 
these  points  are  sufficiently  clear.  I  do  ost 
think  that  any  one  will  say  that  people  vJs 
have  hundreds  and  thousands  of  poonda'  wsa 
of  land  should  escape  the  tai.  Chuzdw, 
chapels,  and  manses  are  exempt  fiom  tffi^ 
tion.  I  do  not  propose  to  charge  them.  I<w 
propose  that,  if  people  have  large  qiuntitiea 
lands  as  endowments,  they  shall  paj  aevsllii 
others.  I  think  it  would  be  a  monstrois  tlfflj 
for  them  to  escape  taxation.  I  think,  too,  tut 
it  is  a  fair  thing  that  mortgagees  shoolia 
any  rate,  pay  something  of  the  taxation:  w 
I  therefore  move  the  second  reading  d  m 
Bill. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  ma.y  say  tlot leas- 
not  see  what  necessity  there  is  forbriugJagBi 
this  Bill.  I  look  upon  the  Bill  as  most  ufr 
politic  and  uncalled-for.  I  think  it  eyii8«a 
disregard  for  the  highest  and  best  feelingly  (^ 
if  you  will,  the  prejudices,  of  a  very  1*^8*^ 
tion  of  the  community;  and  all  ^^r— ^qk. 
For  the  sake  of  getting  a  paltry  few  honted 
pounds  additional  of  property-tax. 

An  Hon.  Member.— -Thousands. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— If  there  is  a  hia^ 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  property  it  wiu a* 
come  to  that.  I  say  it  is  a  paltry  n^ 
altogether ;  and,  if  revenue  is  wanted,  v»"^ 
the  exemptions.  Since  the  foundation ofw  i 
colony  these  properties  have  been  free  w*  ; 
taxation ;  and  why  should  we commenceto^ 
them  now  ?  Besides,  this  Bill  is  w*?'^^ 
in  its  action.  One  clause— subsection  (4) » 
clause  4 — is  clearly  retrospective,  I  '^^  !*v 
maintain  that,  if  that  is  not  one  of  its  obje* 
one  of  the  effects  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  discoi^ 
age  all  organisation  for  the  public  vorship » 
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ci3.igbty  God.  That  will  be  one  of  its  effects. 
*t  only  will  men  in  their  individual  capacities 
cfiklled  upon  to  pay  this  property- tax,  but  in 
eir  collective  capacities  they  will  have  to  do 
under  the  Bill ; — whether  they  be  Jews  or 
ixitiles,  Pagans  or  Christians,  whatever  they 
B  tliey  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  tax.  I 
ixik:  this  is  most  objectionable.  I  do  not 
iorw  what  we  are  coming  to  at  all.  Not 
z&tent  with  excluding  the  Bible  from  our 
hools,  we  are  now  also  determined  to  dis- 
^uni^e  men,  by  the  imposition  of  pecuniary 
^n&lties,  from  joining  together  for  the  public 
3TslLip  of  God.  This  is,  to  my  mind,  carrying 
gpiosticism  a  great  deal  too  far,  and  I  sincerely 
>pe  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  press 
le  Bill. 

Mr.  GARRICK.— I  would  draw  the  Premier's 
»teiition  to  something  in  this  Act  which,  I 
oa^ine,  cannot  have  been  intended.  Section  4 
fcys. — 

"  The  trustee  of  any  property  held  in  re- 
arsion,  remainder,  or  expectancy,  or  subject  to 
ny  future  or  reversionary  interest  of  any  kind, 
liall  be  chargeable  with  the  tax  payable  in  re- 
pect  thereof  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such 
acoperty  were  his  own." 

Tnat  would  create  a  personal  obligation  on 
he  part  of  trustees. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  mean  it  in  that  way. 
Mr.  GARRICK.— I  apprehend  the  Premier 
tas  no  objection  to  alter  it  in  Conmiittee. 
Sir  R.  STOUT,— No. 

Mr.  GARRICK.— Subsection  (3)  makes  pro- 
vision for  releasing.  The  Property-tax  Commis- 
uoner  may  register  a  lien  against  the  estate, 
jr,  if  the  trustees  be  unable  to  pay,  he  is  to 
release  it ;  otherwise  there  will  have  to  be  an 
hpplication,  I  suppose,  to  the  Court  to  appoint 
lome  one  to  execute  a  reconveyance.  I  differ 
bom  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers, 
and  fully  expect,  from  the  course  of  legislation, 
that  we  shall  render  every  man  liable  to  a 
criminal  prosecution  who  has  anything  what- 
ever to  do  with  land. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  heard  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure.  He  indicates  the  line 
of  policy  which  I  hope  the  Government  will 
introduce  next  session,  and  that  is  a  graduated 
property-tax  or  income-tax.  The  honourable 
member  raises  the  question  of  "  exemptions ;  " 
but  if  he  will  say  that  there  shall  be  no  exemp- 
tions, but  a  greiduated  tax,  and  that  every  man 
in  the  community  shall  pay  according  to  his 
means,  I  shall  willingly  support  that  proposal. 
There  is  not  a  working-man  in  the  country  who 
is  not  prepared  to  pay  his  sixpence  or  shilling 
towards  the  necessities  of  the  State,  equally 
with  those  who  own  thousands.  I  am  sure 
tbat  the  tendency  of  legislation  is  in  that 
direction.  We  know  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
gentlemen  who  at  the  present  time  raise  their 
voices  against  taxation  have  been,  in  the  past, 
&e  most  prominent  and  sincere  advocates  for  a 
Urge  expenditure  of  public  funds  from  which 
they  have  derived  great  benefit. 
An  Hon.  Mfmbeb. — No. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  is  all  very  fine  to  say 


"  No ;"  but  if  you  look  through  the  Domesday 
Book  you  will  find  it  there,  without  any  "  No  " 
about  it.  That  is  the  fact,  and  these  criea 
raised  at  the  present  time  against  further  bor- 
rowing and  further  taxation  emanate  chiefly 
from  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
already  had  their  own  turn  served.  Therefore 
if  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
will  bring  in  something  like  the  measure  ho 
has  indicated — that  we  should  have  a  gradu- 
ated tax,  every  man  paying  according  to  his 
means — I  will  support  him,  and  he  would  be 
doing,  then,  his  duty  to  the  country.  I  am  sure 
the  Premier  holds  the  same  views,  because  it 
is  recognized  by  all  political  economists  that 
there  is  no  fair  or  just  system  of  taxation  but 
what  is  based  upon  what  is  called  **  community 
of  sacrifice."  Now,  I  want  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion :  If  you  take  a  shilling  from  a  man  who- 
has  ten  shillings,  and  two  shillings  from  a  man 
who  has  ten  pounds,  where  does  the  equality  of 
sacrifice  come  in  ?  It  is  the  small  men  in  the 
aggregate  who  keep  the  big  ones  going ;  but,  so 
long  as  the  big  ones  have  their  own  way,  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  they  will  keep  the 
small  ones  under.  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
speak  on  this  matter  at  all,  but  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  say  that  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  will  assist  the  Govern- 
ment, because  I  think  the  Government  is  in- 
clined to  go  in  the  direction  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  favours.  Why 
doQs  he  not  get  up  and  do  as  I  should  do  were  I 
a  leading  member  of  the  House  —  move  in 
the  direction  in  which  he  believes  legislation 
should  go  ?  I  do  not  believe  in  relieving  one 
portion  of  the  community  at  the  expense  of 
another.  Schools  and  churches  have  a  vast 
amount  of  property,  and  yet  we  have  to  make 
roads  and  footpaths,  and  provide  all  the  de- 
cencies of  life,  and  they  do  not  contribute  a 
single  sixpence.  Is  that  fair  or  just  ?  I  do  not 
object  to  a  chapel  or  a  church  being  exempt  in 
the  cases  which  the  honourable  member  seemed 
to  indicate,  but  I  disagree  altogether  from  the 
way  in  which  he  indicates  they  should  be  ex- 
empt. If  the  local  bodies  have  to  make  those 
improvements,  at  least  those  gentlemen  in  the 
aggregate— because  some  of  them  are  very  in- 
fluential bodies — should  contribute  their  fair 
share  to  ordinary  borough  rates. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Since  this  Bill  was 
introduced  I  have  examined  the  Consolidation 
Bill  of  last  session  as  introduced  by  the  Pre- 
mier, and  I  find  that  the  words  exempting 
Church  property  were  omitted  last  session  from 
the  Consolidation  Bill,  and  were  not  inserted 
and  erased  in  the  ordinary  way  of  showing  that 
an  alteration  was  intended  to  be  made  in  the 
law.  Therefore  honourable  members  did  not 
know  last  year  that  the  Premier  had  in  view 
the  charging  of  those  Church  properties  with 
this  tax.  I  quite  admit  that  that  is  a  fair 
subject  for  discussion,  but  this  House  ought  to 
have  been  informed  of  the  fact  before  a  change 
in  the  law  was  made.  After  the  session,  to  my 
surprise  I  found  that  an  alteration  had  i«""i" 
made ;  and  I  am  greatly  surprised  that.  ' 
the  Premier  intended  to  make  that  aU 
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he  did  not  intimate  it  to  thiR  House.  A  qaes- 
tion  arose  as  to  whether  those  bodies  were 
justified  in  paying  this  tax,  because,  however 
willnia  they  might  be  to  pay  the  tax,  if  the 
truBtt  rs  paid  it  illegally  they  would  bo  per- 
sonally liable;  and  when  the  question  went 
bcf(»u'  the  Supremo  Court  Mr.  Justice  Williams 
held  that  the  Le^'islature  had  not  carried  out 
any  change  in  the  law,  because  an  omission 
had  been  mode  in  not  altohng  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word  "companies."  When  any 
radical  eliange  is  proposod  to  bo  made  in  the 
law  til  is  House  ouglit  to  bo  informed  of  the 
fact.  The  Premier,  lu  introducing  this  Bill  last 
year,  said, — 

•*  .\gcvin,  I  will  Ray  that  the  important  pro- 
visions of  this  Hill  are  the  exemption  of  agricul- 
tural implements,  the  exemption  of  machinery, 
the  taxation  of  lifc-insurunce  companies,  be- 
si^ies  those  dealing  with  good- will  and  revcr- 
bionary  estates." 

Q'here  wjvs  not  a  word  in  the  whole  of  his  re- 
marks, or  in  the  remarks  of  any  other  honour- 
able member,  indieuting  that  a  ciiange  of  the 
law  in  this  respect  was  contemplated.  I  do  not 
intend  to  di.^euss  tlie  question  whether  or  not 
those  pruperti»'s  should  bo  subject  to  taxation. 
For  reasons  that  I  need  not  explain  here — 
bcmi;  connected  with  Church  properties  in  the 
South — 1  shall  probably  not  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  simply  wished  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  a  radical  change 
>Vas  propo.sed  to  be  made  in  the  taxation  of  the 
country  last  year  without  the  House  being 
mformed  of  the  fact.  With  re^'ard  to  the  pro- 
posed interpretation  of  the  word  "company,"  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier will  not  find  that  this  interpretation 
will  land  him  in  di  flic ul  ties  that  ho  is  now  un- 
aware of.  The  definition,  although  intended  to 
reach  everything,  may  accomplish  rather  more 
than  he  intended,  and  I  think  the  House 
should  watch  carefully  the  proposed  interpreta- 
tion of  this  word.     Tlien,  section  3  says, — 

*•  Where  a  mortgagee  of  land  is  not  resident 
in  the  colony  and  lias  no  known  agent  therein 
authorized  to  pay  the  tax  payable  in  respect  of 
his  interest  in  such  mortgai?(id  land  under  the 
said  Act  and  any  Act  construed  therewith,  the 
mortgager  of  such  land  shall  be  liable  to  pay 
such  tax  on  behalf  of  the  mortgagee  ;  but  the 
mortgager  shall  be  entitled  to  retain  and  de- 
duct from  any  interest  or  other  money  pay- 
able by  him  to  the  mortgagee  the  amount  of 
any  tax  paid  by  him  in  respect  of  the  interest 
of  the  mortgagee  as  aforesaid." 

I  ask,  is  it  fair  to  cast  on  the  mortgager  the 
duty  of  finding  out  whether  the  mortgagee  has 
any  agent  in  the  colony  to  pay  this  tax,  and,  if 
the  mortgagee  has  not,  to  make  the  mortgager 
personally  responsiblo  for  the  payment?  If  he 
does  pay  it  the  mortgager  may  object  to  the 
deduction  being  made  from  the  interest,  be- 
cause he  might  say  that  there  was  an  autho- 
rized agent  in  the  colony.  Section  4  is  a  repeal 
of  section  28  of  the  Act  of  last  year,  and  this 
important  principle  is  involved  there:  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  you  settlo  £2,500  on  five 
children  through  a  trustee,  if  the  money  was 
3fr.  W,  D.  SUwart 


handed  over  separately  to  the  childsenaiA 
child  could  claim  the  £500  exemption;  baiift 
is  placed  beyond  their  legal  control,  or  th^« 
not  of  age,  then  the  trustee  will  have  tapsf  ik 
on  £'2,000.  Then,  honourable  membes  «1 
see  that  this  claiise  is  made  retrospeeSR.  I 
think  that  in  Acts  of  this  kind  there  sbssHli 
no  retrospective  legislation.  With  legBJ  li 
section  G,  curiously  enough  those  compi 
were  formerly  taxed  on  the  balance-sbcK  tiIb 
of  the  land ;  but  tha  Government,  for  letam 
best  knowii  to  themselves,  decided  to  tixtki 
market  value  of  the  land.  Now,  howeva,tlB 
Government  revert  to  the  law  as  it  stood  bd» 
the  Act  of  last  year,  and  they  say  in  so  a 
words  that  the  value  of  the  property  dial  k 
the  value  as  set  forth  in  the  balance-sheea  rf 
those  companies.  I  do  not  know  whether  tkt 
is  a  fair  test  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  la 
proper  value  of  land  is  what  it  can  be  scMk. 
We  know  that  for  company  purposes  it  si 
times  worth  more  than  it  will  sell  for. 

SirR.  STOUT.— As  to  the  2ndclwse,:th 
proposed  to  tax  Church  endowment  pBopa^f. 
and  I  do  not  see  why  that  should  be  cxempL 
If  there  is  to  be  aid  given  to  Cli arches  bj  tka 
colony,  it  should  be  given  by  w&y  of  Tase. 
That  is  the  fair  way  to  do  it.  The  honciuftbk 
member  for  Dunedin  West  says  it  i^  omy  asafc- 
tcr  of  a  few  hundreds;  but  it  moans  fc3,CBC'aTeit 
given  to  the  richest  Churches,  while  the  paar 
Churches  get  nothing.  If  the  Cbiirchesatttt 
be  aided  we  should  do  it  by  giving  something  b 
the  poorer  Chiuxshes,  which  have  no  land.  Ai 
to  the  3rd  clause,  the  honourable  meabc  fft 
Dunedin  West  evidently  doe-s  not  andfrjasi 
the  position.  At  present  the  mortgager  is  pw- 
ing  this  tax ;  so  that  wo  arc  not  impcsisf  t 
new  burden,  but  we  are  allowing  him  todedirt 
it  from  the  interest,  and  thus  we  are  giving  bis 
relief.  As  to  section  4,  I  believe  thsre  m 
only  two  cases  in  the  colony  where  tnBseo 
have  refused  to  pay  the  tax  sought  to  !»  im- 
posed. There  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  ir.ter|B5*  I 
tion  of  the  Act,  and  we  thought  it  better  to  I 
pass  this  clause  than  go  into  the  Scpiti» 
Court.  The  reason  why  wo  introJucec  sectiae  , 
5  is  this :  We  have  found  that  the  result  hw  i 
been  that  property  has  been  valued  at,  ap?tf' 
ently,  only  £5  or  £6  an  acre,  while  the  bslko^ 
sheet  of  the  company  showed  that  that  \msA 
was  worth  £11  or  £12,  and  the  company  w«ld 
not  sell  under  £12  or  £15  an  acre.  I  tiax^  \ 
a  company  ought  to  pay  on  what  is  said  in  i^ 
balance-sheet  to  be  the  value  of  the  \»bI 
Some  people  think  that  section  2  will  chufi 
all  Church  lands  and  all  schools:  butthitis 
not  the  case.  We  do  not  propose  to  rewil 
section  18,  which  exempts  property  of  il**  i 
kind.  Honourably  members  will  therefore  «« 
that  this  clause  only  proix>scs  to  tonch  pw- 
porty  practically  held  by  Church  oiganizatia* 
for  endowment  purposes. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTBACTS 

BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  tho  committal  of  ^ 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill, 
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Mr.  BBYGE  said,— I  am  one  of  those,  Sir, 
who,  as  a  general  rule,  think  that  the  discus- 
«ion  on  the  principle  of  a  Bill  should  be  taken 
on  the  second  reading,  and  not  on  the  motion 
for  going  into  Committee ;  but  I  think  an  ex- 
ception should  be  made  when,  according  to  our 
Standing  Orders,  a  Bill  is  sent  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  its  second  reading.    A  great  deal  of 
discussion  might  then  take  place  on  the  second 
leading  which  might  turn  out  afterwards  to 
haye    been    unnecessary,    in    consequence    of 
alterations   made  in  the  Bill  by  the  Select 
Committee.    It  has  been  proposed,  during  the 
present    session,    that    the    Standing    Orders 
should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  dis- 
cussions should  be  confined  to  the  second  read- 
ing; but,  if  that  be  done,  then  Bills  ought 
to  be  sent  to  Select  Committees  before  their 
second  reading.   There  are  good  general  reasons 
why  Bills  should  only  be    discussed  on  the 
second  reading;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
reasons  why  this  Bill  should  be  discussed  on 
4he  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill.    One  reason  is,  that   there  is  not  one 
principle  only  in  this  Bill,  but  one  might  say 
that  there  are  at  least  a  score  of  principles  in 
it :   that  is  to  say,  there  are  at  least  a  score 
of  things  in  this  Bill  which  should  each  form 
the  subject  of  a  separate  Bill.    In  my  opinion, 
the  original  reason  for  which  Bills  of  this  kind 
were  introduced  has  been  departed  from,  and 
this  method  of  legislation  is  being  ruined.    I 
•think  it  is  being  abused  to  such  an  extent  that 
by-and-by  we  shall  not  be  able  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  convenience  which  such  Bills  afford. 
There  is  no  doubt  that   a  Bill  of  this  kind 
is    -very  useful  to    correct    technical  defects, 
and  to  legislate  on   temporaiy   and  particu- 
lar objects,  on  which  there  is  not  likely  to 
be  much  difference  of  opinion  or  discussion. 
3ut  in  this  Bill  there  are  a  great  many  things 
which  could  not  be  expected  to  pass  without  a 
^eat  deal  of  discussion  if  introduced  in  sepa- 
rate Bills ;   and,  indeed,  there  is  almost  a  sus- 
picion that  they  are  put  in  here  for  the  purpose 
of  evading  discussion.    I  may  instance  tne  case 
'Of  a  local  Bill — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  even 
in  order  to  introduce  it  in  this  Bill.   A  local  Bill 
was  introduced  into  the  House  a  few  days  ago, 
.and  it  was  about  to  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
•cnssiou,  when  it  was  postponed  at  the  instance 
of  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  it ;  and 
Tet   an  attempt  is  being  made  to  slip  that 
loc&l  Bill  into  the  schedule  of  this  Bill,  with- 
out its  having  been  read  a  first  or  a  second 
time  by  the  House  as  far  as  this  Bill  is  con- 
•cemed.    Whether  that  is  in  order  or  not  I  do 
not  know ;  but  I  should  say  it  is  not.    I  will 
give  another  instance  of  how  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
xnay  be  abused ;  because  it  is  not  only  what 
is   in  the  Bill  when  it  firsf  comes  before  the 
Souse,  but  what  may  be  introduced  in  the 
Select  Committee,  and  also  what  may  be  in- 
tzoduced  without  the  Select  Committee  know- 
ing of  it,  as  is  the  case  in  the  instance  I  have 
given.    There  is  another  very  striking  instance 
-which  I  can  give.     Honourable  members  will 
xemember  a  very  long  and  strong  memorandum 
Jby  the  Attorney-General  on  the  Owhaoko  case. 


That  memorandum  and  the  BiU  connected  with 
it  have  been  sent  to  a  Select  Committee,  and 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  that  Committee 
to  a  large  extent.  The  evidence  tckken  extends, 
I  believe,  to  between  eighty  and  one  hundred 
pages.  Would  any  one  say  that  that  Bill, 
which  is  still  in  course  of  being  inquired  into 
by  that  Committee,  should  be  slipped  into  the 
schedule  to  this  Bill  ?  It  might  be,  for  we 
have  had  experience  of  the  same  thing.  Two 
years  ago,  when  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Bill  was  brought  down,  it  was  actually 
proposed,  in  Committee,  to  put  a  Bill  exactly 
similar  to  the  Owhaoko  Bill  into  the  schedule 
without  any  notice  at  all ;  and  it  was  not 
only  proposed,  but  done.  It  is  evident  that 
this  Bill  is  being  abused.  I  consider  that  our 
Standing  Orders  always  mean  something :  they 
are  meant  to  give  assurance  to  honourable 
members  that  Bills  shall  be  considered  fully 
and  deliberately ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
manner  in  which  this  Bill  is  being  brought  in 
and  pushed  through  is  distinctly  in  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  the  Standing  Orders  in  all  these 
respects.  If  you  take  up  the  First  Schedule  of 
this  Bill  you  will  find  that  there  are  in  it  local 
Bills  and  special  Bills  of  various  descriptions — 
if  I  say  to  the  number  of  from  a  dozen  to 
twenty  I  shall  be  a  long  way  within  the  mark. 
Surely  that  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  compliance 
with  the  spirit  of  our  Standing  Orders.  I  pro- 
pose to  point  out  a  few  things  in  this  Bill 
which  will  prove  the  truth  of  what  I  say.  I 
know  that  the  reply  will  be  made  to  me  by- 
and-by,  as  it  has  been  before,  "  Oh,  you  intro- 
duced a  Bill  of  the  same  kind  yourself."  It  is 
true  that  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
member  did  so;  but  my  argument  is,  that 
these  Bills  are  getting  worse  and  worse,  that 
if  they  were  abused  at  that  time  they  are  more 
abused  now,  and  that  the  matters  put  into  this 
Bill  are  growing  in  magnitude  year  by  year.  I 
will  say,  in  anticipation  of  an  argument  of 
that  kind,  that,  supposing  I  am  in  a  Govern- 
ment— of  course,  Govemmenbs  do  not  always 
agree — and  supposing  I  am  opposed  to  a  thing 
which  the  Government  introduce,  no  one  will 
contend  that  when  that  Government  goes  out 
and  I  am  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
my  mouth  is  to  be  shut.  I  say,  therefore,  that, 
although  the  Government  to  which  I  belonged 
brought  in  such  a  Bill,  I  am  as  much  at 
liberty  now  to  state  my  objections  to  such  a 
course  as  I  might  have  been  formerly  to 
do  so  in  Cabinet  when  the  Bill  was  proposed. 
I  will  go  through  a  few  clauses,  to  show  that 
this  Bill  proposes  a  great  many  things  which 
might  eacn  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  Bill. 
If  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  look  at  clause  5  he  will  see  that  it 
deals  with  a  matter  in  which,  I  am  sure,  he 
takes  a  great  deal  of  interest.  This  clause  5, 
according  to  the  side-note,  is  for  the  purpose  of 
making  *'  provision  in  case  of  Native  land  in- 
alienable for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-one 
years  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor." 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well 
that  we  have  passed  a  Bill,  which  has  also  gone 
through  another  place,  dealing  entirely  with 
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this  question,  which  provides  for  tho  manner 
in  which  Native  lands  shall  be  dealt  with,  and 
pnrohibits  what  this  clause  pretendR  to  deal  with. 
This  clause  is  unnecessary,  or,  if  necessary,  I 
think  this  is  an  improper  Bill  in  which  to 
amend  an  important  substantive  law  on  the 
subject  of  dealing  ¥rith  Native  lands.  Then, 
clause  6  positively  proposes  to  amend  the  Land 
Act  in  a  very  important  respect.  Surely  that 
is  not  the  sort  of  thing  to  go  into  a  Bill  of  this 
kind.  Again,  in  clause  8  there  is  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  undeniably  an  endowment  from  the 
colony  to  a  borough.  That  is  certckinly  a  local 
matter,  and,  if  it  means  the  convoying  of  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown  to  a  borough,  it  appears  to 
mc  it  sliould  be  in  a  separate  Bill,  or,  at  any 
rate,  in  the  Land  Act.  Then,  there  is  a  new 
clau.se,  8a,  which  seems  to  make  tho  land  of  a 
certain  institution  rateable ;  but,  I  confess,  I 
do  not  understand  the  clause  myself.  I  notice 
that  in  clause  9  there  is  an  amendment  of 
another  Act — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
Ghrihtchurch  Drainage  Act ;  but  clearly  this 
clause  contains  an  amendment  of  a  specific 
Act,  and  ought  not  to  be  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
There  is  one  objection  to  putting  in  promiscuous 
clauses  like  this,  and  making  a  hotch-potch  of 
the  matter — that,  supposing  a  case  had  to  be 
tried  in  a  Court  in  connection  with  the  main 
Act  which  this  clause  is  intended  to  amend, 
no  Judge  or  lawyer,  unless  his  attention  were 
called  to  it  specially,  would  ever  look  for  an 
amendment  or  repeal  in  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Act,  because  on  the  face  of  it 
it  has  no  relation  to  the  original  Act.  Then, 
clause  10  provides  that  the  County  Council 
of  Selwyn  may  raise  a  special  loan,  without 
first  obtaining  tho  consent  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  Malvern  Water-race  District ;  and  it  goes 
on  to  describe  the  object  to  which  the  money 
is  to  be  applied.  It  may  be  a  proper  enough 
object ;  but  surely  that  is,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  the  subject  of  a  local  Bill,  of  which 
duo  notice  should  have  been  given,  and  which 
should  have  been  brought  before  the  House  as 
a  local  Bill,  and  not  in  this  Bill  as  it  appears 
now.  There  is  a  similar  provision  in  clause  11, 
which  enables  another  local  body  to  borrow 
without  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE. — They  nave  the  power 
now. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Very  well ;  if  that  is  so,  and 
this  clause  is  only  introduced  to  remedy  a 
technical  defect,  I  withdraw  my  objection,  for 
that  should  be  the  object  of  tho  Bill.  I 
approve  of  tho  object  of  clause  12;  but  I  do 
not  approve  of  it  appearing  in  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  because,  as  I  have  said,  the  spirit  of  the 
Standing  Orders  as  to  our  procedure  is  almost 
deliberately  set  aside  in  acting  thus ;  and,  in 
any  case,  there  is  the  utmost  inconvenience 
in  having  the  law  on  any  subject  amended  in 
an  Act  on  the  face  of  which  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  it  contains  an3rthing  on  the  sub- 
ject as  to  which  the  law  is  altered.  As  far 
as  the  clause  violates  that  principle  it  is  ob- 
jectionable. I  believe  petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented here  and  in  another  place  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  clause  16.  It  proposes  to 
—     Mr.  Bryce 


deal  with  land  appropriated  for 
hospital,  asylum,  and  so  on  at  Wei 
Clearly,  that  claose  is  a  local  BUL,  and 
it  ought  to  have  been  given.  Bat  it  has 
represented  to  me  that  even  the  Oo^entan 
the  college  mentioned  knew  nothing  ol 
was  intended  to  be  done  onlil  this  Bill 
brought  before  the  Hoose.  If  that  is  w, 
there  is  an  impropriety  on  the  fmee  ol  iL 
one  reading,  impartially,  clause  16,  nntt 
that  it  is  a  local  Bill ;  and,  even  if  it  ips 
desirable  to  set  aside  the  ordinazy  Stal- 
ing Orders  as  to  local  Bills,  sorely  the 
care  should  have  been  taken  to  give  inti 
to  the  parties  interested.  The  First  SckeW 
of  the  Bill  is  really  a  very  extraoidinaiy  sli% 
and  I  think  I  am  within  the  mark  in  sayu^^ 
it  contains  the  subject-matter  of  some  to — 
local  Bills.  The  schedule  contains  forty- 
paragraphs,  the  subject  of  many  of  which  iborit 
only  be  dealt  with  in  separate  Bills.  Faaga^. 
17  of  the  schedule  is — 

*'  To  give  legal  effect  to  a  promise  iBaa«  W 
the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Auckland  tkt 
certain  lands,  reserved  in  terms  of  tbcAoek- 
land  Waste  Lands  Acts  and  the  New  Zeskai 
Settlements  Acts,  should  be  set  apufi  is 
Roman  Catholic  Church  purposes.'* 

I  think  we  should  be  given  what  udoaalUM 
there  may  be  in  regard  to  that.  The  CociohI- 
tee  has  struck  out  paragraph  18.  I  jsesem 
the  intention  of  the  honourable  gentleman  vte 
introduced  the  Bill  was  that  that  shooid  to 
really  an  amendment  of  the  Thermal  SpiBgi 
Act.  In  passing  that  Act  a  very  great  w&set- 
sion  was  made  to  persons  who  held  isfcaaii 
leases  from  Maoris  to  ha^e  them  ccmfinofid  far 
the  same  period.  This  provision  would  go  mack 
further  in  the  same  direction,  and  I  prstxas 
it  was  considered  so  objectionable  by  the  Cai> 
mitteo  that  they  propose  to  omit  it.  Pangs?^ 
19b  refers  to  forty-seven  acres  given  to  ^ 
Borough  of  Onehunga  and  the  County  of  Eii 
for  the  purposes  of  a  rifle-range,  cemttaj, 
and  recreation-ground.  Now,  if  I  rwolkcj 
aright,  that  reserve  was  obtained  mainly  cs 
the  representation  that  it  was  especiaKy  ii- 
quired  and  would  be  especially  suitaUe  Iff 
a  burial-ground ;  but  now  it  is  proposed  tM 
tho  rent  of  the  land  shall  bo  used  to  ba?  t 
cemetery  elsewhere.  Paragraph  19c  propoKsto 
set  aside  the  provisions  of  the  Native  Lend  Ad- 
ministration Act,  the  ink  on  which  is  scaicc^ 
dry.  That,  I  presume,  refers  to  aomethiaC 
additional  to  tho  lands  formerly  autiionied  it 
connection  with  the  coal  company  at  t)» 
Mokau ;  but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  pfon- 
sions  of  this  kind,  if  lightly  entered  into,&n^ 
a  very  dangerous  character.  I  suppose  I  ha^ 
a  fair  knowledge  of  this  matter;  but,  sachtf 
my  knowledge  i^  it  certainly  would  not  W 
me,  without  very  much  more  explanation,  0 
support  this  provision.  It  is  an  objectJoa, 
as  honourable  members  will  understand,  HbA 
whereas,  all  the  rest  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects are  precluded  from  entering  into  t2ac 
lease,  this  particular  company  or  peooQ  8 
authorized  to  enter  into  it,  and,  thereiaB, 
without  competition,  which  appears  to  me  ^ 
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rexy  objectionable.  Of  course,  the  arrange- 
At  already  entered  into  is  in  contravention 
ft'W.  Paragraph  20  proposes  to  surrender  a 
it-of-way.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
I  particular  case ;  but,  unless  very  good 
Bons  are  shown  for  it,  I  do  not  think  that 
ita-of-way  ought  to  be  lightly  surrendered. 
»bgraph  23d  is  a  very  curious  provision.  It 
Is  with  the  land  in  the  Waipawa  Township  of 
erson  who  died  intestate  twenty-three  years 
•,  causing  the  land  to  revert  to  the  Crown, 
ier  certain  conditions.  I  dare  say  that  is 
f  ectly  right ;  but  it  is  a  sort  of  thmg  which 
(ht  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  general  Bill  on  the 
iject.  A  general  law  should  be  provided  to 
et  all  such  cases,  and  this  matter  ought  eer- 
ily to  form  no  part  of  a  Special  Powers  and 
^tracts  Bill.  I  am  informed  that  a  similar 
(vision  was  struck  out  of  the  Bill  of  last  year 
^e  Council.  I  was  not  aware  of  that ;  but 
I  objection  occurred  to  me  on  the  face  of  it. 
ere  is  no  saying  where  this  sort  of  thing  will 
p,  if  you  once  begin  legislating  on  such  a 
iject  in  such  a  way.  Paragraph  27d  reads, — 
'  Certain  sections  of  land  having  been  vested 
the  Wellington  Harbour  Board  as  endow- 
!nts,  and  afterwards  resumed  as  being  needed 
the  purposes  of  a  printing  office,  it  is  de- 
ad to  vest  other  lands  in  Uie  said  Board  in 
npensation  for  the  lands  so  resumed." 
[  was  under  the  impression  that  they  had 
b  been  vested :  perhaps  in  his  reply  the 
ni&ter  will  say  how  and  when  they  were 
tted.  Paragraph  28a — which  has  been  struck 
b  by  the  Committee — refers  to  a  religious 
Ideational  reserve  granted  to  the  Bishop  of 
fw  Zealand,  comprising  land  which  was  partly 
>wn  land,  but  for  the  most  part  a  Native  re- 
Te.  Any  ono  who  knows  what  my  action 
ft  been  in  regard  to  those  matters  will  know 
it  I  am  not  taking  exception  to  the  merits  of 
la  provision,  and  I  think  a  good  many  of 
!8e  education  resen'es  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
the  way  that  is  proposed  here.  Some  ten 
trs  ago  I  myself  introduced  a  long  Bill  con- 
ning a  power,  surrounded  with  many  safe- 
ards,  for  changing  the  purpose  of  a  trust  of 
fct  kind,  and  I  believe  I  incurred  a  great  deal 
hatred  for  my  action  in  that  matter.  How- 
er,  that  is  nothing.  What  I  say  is  that 
serious  a  matter  as  cancelling  a  trust  of 
is  magnitude  ought  not  to  be  undertaJcen 
thout  the  fullest  notice  being  given  to  all 
rties  concerned.  I  do  not  object  to  the  pur- 
se of  these  reserves  being  changed  when 
cessary;  but  it  certainly  ought  to  be  done 
a  very  much  more  open  and  public  manner 
an  by  merely  a  few  lines  in  the  schedule  of 
Bill' containing  a  great  diversity  of  other 
fctters.  I  think  that  is  a  very  serious  objec- 
m.  In  paragraph  31  power  is  taken  to  sell  a 
eat  many  sections  to  a  great  many  indi- 
iuals,  and  I  am  told  this  is  proposed  to  be 
ae  in  very  peculiar  circumstajiccs,  and  I  am 
dte  prepared  to  admit  that,  although  at -first 
e  provision  appeared  to  me  objectionable, 
tfagraph  32  may  be  right  enough ;  but  it 
ttainly  requires  the  assurance  of  the  Minister 
At  it  is  ri£^t,  because  it  takes  a  power  which  j 

VOL.  LVL— 10. 


is  outside  the  spirit  of  the  Land  Act  at  all 
events.  Paragraph  39  proposes  to  give  land  to 
certain  half-castes.  I  have  an  idea  that  it  is 
quite  right  to  do  that ;  but  surely  it  is  a  substi- 
tution for,  or  an  amendment  of,  the  Middle 
Island  Half-castes  Grants  Act ;  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  a  power  of  that  sort  ought  not  to 
appear  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  It  is  an  amend- 
ment of  a  distinct  Act ;  and,  as  I  have  pointed 
out  again  and  again,  if  we  once  get  into  the 
habit  of  passing  amendments  to  distinct  Acts 
by  a  mere  line  in  a  schedule  to  quite  a  different 
Bill,  people  will  never  know  where  to  look  for 
all  the  law  on  any  subject,  or  be  sure  tliat 
they  have  found  all.  Paragraph  40  is  r.truok 
out— I  do  not  know  why ;  but  my  idea  is  that 
the  land,  in  the  first  place,  was  not  a  Na-.;ve  re- 
serve at  all,  although  it  is  so  called  here  ;  and, 
secondly,  that  if  the  Natives  have  any  claim  on 
the  land,  it  should  be  granted  in  trust  for  the 
Natives  of  the  locality  generally,  and  not  in 
fee-simple  to  three  individuals.  That  is  all  I 
find  it  necessary  to  say  on  that  point,  but  I 
think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  this 
Bill  is  really  assuming  a  magnitude  in  these 
matters  that  it  ought  not  to  assume,  and  that 
it  embraces  a  lot  of  matter  that  really  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  by  separate  Bills,  and  in 
some  cases  as  local  Bills.  I  once  hesitated 
in  my  own  mind  as  to  whether  the  Standing 
Orders  really  permitted  local  Bills  to  be  intro- 
duced in  a  Bill  of  this  kind ;  but  the  striking 
instance  I  have  given  might  be  considered  an 
only  one.  A  few  days  ago  a  local  Bill  was  on 
the  Order  Paper ;  but  it  was  postponed  at  the 
instance  of  the  honourable  member  in  charge 
of  it,  and  now  it  appears  here  as  one  of  the 
matters  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  schedule  of  this 
Bill ;  and  I  therefore  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  you 
would  rule  that  it  is  permissible  to  put  locaJ 
Bills,  whether  notice  of  them  has  been  given  or 
not,  into  the  schedule  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — It  appears  to  me  that  some 
curious  legislation  is  put  in  Special  Pow  crs  and 
Contracts  Bills,  and  that  there  are  subjects 
dealt  with  in  this  Bill  which  ought  to  be  put 
into  separate  Bills.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  so  many  precedents  for  passing  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  that  I  should  not  be  justified  in  say- 
ing that  I  would  stop  this  course  of  procedure 
on  the  point  of  order  raised.  There  are  very 
numerous  precedents  for  passing  them  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  may  say  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  clause  9  appearing  in  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  I  have  received 
several  telegrams  from  the  people  interested  in 
this  matter,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  put  this 
case  clearly  before  the  House,  because  I  am 
quite  sure  they  will  not  allow  a  local  body  to 
borrow  £200,000  unless  they  have  the  sanction 
of  the  ratepayers  to  do  so.  I  was  a  member 
of  this  Board,  and  know  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  as  they  occurred,  up  to  the  time 
when  I  came  down  to  tliis  House,  when  I 
resigned  my  seat  because,  being  absent,  I  was 
unable  to  do  my  duty  to  the  ratepayers  as  p- 
member  of  the  Board.  I  also  know  the  r 
cumstances  of  the  Board,  and  I  agree  tha^ 
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local  body  should  have  the  power  to  obtain  the 
loan,  though,  at  the  same  time,  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  Banctiona  clauno  of  this  charac- 
ter being  put  in  by  a  side-wind.  The  whole 
difficulty  of  this  Drainage  Board  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  the  members  of  tlie  Board, 
some  four  or  five  years  ago,  by  way  of  an  over- 
draft, borrowed  some  iA3,000  from  the  bank. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  law  to  provide  for  that. 
That  money  was  borrowed  illegally ;  but,  know- 
ing the  position  of  the  Board,  I  am  prepared  to 
fo  in  the  direction  of  legalizing  the  overdraft, 
ecauso  it  is  necessary,  when  you  borrow 
money,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loan.  But 
I  protest  agamsi  giving  the  Board  power  to 
anticipate  their  revenue,  which  amounts  to 
£•20,000  a  year,  to  expend  in  works  which 
would  not  benefit  the  district  which  I  repre- 
sent ;  and  I  hope  the  House  will  not  tolerate  a 
clause  of  this  kind  being  drifted  in  in  this  way. 
I  may  explain  that  there  used  to  be  a  dram 
running  through  the  place,  and  the  Drainage 
Board  found  it  was  of  no  use  to  them,  and  they 
allowed  the  owners  of  the  property  alongside 
to  purchase  it,  and  tliis  clause  is  simply  giving 
them  a  title.  I  hope  honourable  members  will 
not  tolerate  a  clause  of  this  kind,  which  will 
give  the  Board  a  borrowing  power  not  contem- 
plated by  the  Act,  and  which  is  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  in  the 
district.  I  do  not  object  to  giving  local  bodies 
power  to  borrow  what  they  like,  providing  you 
can  get  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  to  sanc- 
tion it.  But  my  experience  is  that  you  cannot 
get  people  to  go  in  for  a  loan.  The  last  poll  we 
had  you  had  to  get  cabs  and  call  on  people  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  vote  as  to  whether  they 
would  have  the  loan  or  not.  The  district  I 
represent  here  is  represented  on  this  Board  by 
one  member ;  and,  seeing  the  way  in  which 
the  money  is  being  spent,  I  protest  against  this 
clause,  which  I  hope  will  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  Bill  before 
the  House  now  is  one  that  generally  provokes  a 
slight  amount  of  debate  at  the  end  of  each 
session.  Sir,  it  is  natural,  from  the  description 
of  the  Bill,  that  it  should  provoke  debate.  This 
Bill  is  not  imusual  in  its  provisions,  and  I  must 
say  that  the  Government  who  have  brought  it 
in  are  no  worse  than  those  who  have  preceded 
them. 

ISIajor  ATKINSON.— You  ought  not  to  say 
that. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — My  honourable  friend  says 
that  I  should  not  say  that.  Well,  I  will  say  that 
these  are  on  a  par  with  the  works  dealt  with  in 
the  Bills  of  this  class  brought  in  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  was  the  head  in  the  past. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  present 
Bill  nearly  half  so  bad  as  what  we  saw  in 
their  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bills. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON.— Name  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  see  a  clause  here  now 
which  I  expect  to  hear  described  as  the  worst 
clause  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Which  is  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  gone  through  this 
Bill  very  carefully,  and,  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara,  I  think  it  is  a  duty 
Mr,  Taylor 


which  I  owe  to  my  constituents  to  Tote 
it,  especially  seeing  that  there  is  nothing 
that  refers  to  my  part  of  New  Zeftkod.  k 
seems  that  I,  at  all  events,  have  not  nqoad 
any  special  legislation,  or  legi&lationof  apec&fiu 
nature,  for  my  constituents.  Thereisaci^a 
here  that  refers  to  the  West  Coast,  and  os  tiit 
particular  clause  I  shall  have  somethizig'/iB? 
further  on.  But  we  commence  with  \hi  Ith 
clause  of  the  Bill,  and  at  the  oatsetweseetkt 
wo  are  legislating  in  this  Bill  for  wh&EhpiiS 
and  gone.  I  have  often  heard  it  said  in  ^ 
House  that  we  should  not  do  that,  andtbitii 
doing  it  we  might  be  inflicting  a  wRsig  m 
persons  without  being  aware  at  the  ta^ 
that  wo  were  doing  so.  Then,  we  cose  to 
clause  6, — 

**  Not^vithstanding  the  provisions  of  see^ 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of '  The  Land  Act, 
1885,'  any  holder  of  a  pastoral  defenedpay. 
ment  license  may,  with  the  consent  d  thelksl 
Board,  surrender  his  license,  and  obtain  fn» 
the  Board  in  exchange  a  lease  of  the  same  land 
as  a  small  grazing  run,  with  perpetual  hgiu  <?f  { 
renewal,  under  Part  VII.  of  *  The  Land  Aei, 
1885,'  subject  as  follows : — 

*'(1.)  The  lease  shall  be  antedated  to  the  date 
of  the  license  which  is  surrendered. 

"  (2.)  The  rent  under  the  lease  shall  be  aa 
amount  equal  to  two  and  a  half  poonds  pa 
centum  on  the  price  paid  for  the  land  uadfi 
the  license. 

"  (3.)  The  payments  made  in  respect  of  tte 
license  up  to  the  time  of  surrender  shall  be  re- 
tained as  so  much  back-rent  and  rmt  in  ad- 
vance imder  the  lease,  conmiencing  from  tb« 
date  of  the  original  license,  as  the  sa^  PK^ 
ments  represent. 

"  (4.)  Provided  always  that  all  appUcawas 
under  this  section  must  be  made  before  fltffir^ 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundnd 
and  eighty-eight." 

Here  is  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Decidedly  it  is.  K  i*  » 
not  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act,*bT 
should  it  be  here  at  all  ?  My  honourable  frifiw 
the  member  for  Geraldine  should  know  sona- 
thing  about  this.  Does  the  honourabk  mem- 
ber support  that  clause  ? 

Mr.  KOLLESTON.— Yes ;  I  have  said  »  a 
the  House  here. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentkaw 
concurs  in  my  argument,  then,  that  this  sh&a^ 
have  been  in  an  amending  Land  Bill?  K 
the  principle  is  good  that  there  should  » 
an  exchange,  then  it  was  the  duty  of  th«  W>- 
vernment,  or  the  members  i^**'^*^^j^ 
Government  refused  to  do  so,  to  ba?e  "^^'^'^HJ^ 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  in  this  respect  Wbj 
deferred-payment  settler  or  holder  of  a  P*^: 
license  would  think  of  looking  in  the  Speo*^ 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act  of  1886  for  a  p^ 
vision  of  this  character  ?  Or,  if  advice  is  to  » 
taken  of  a  legal  gentleman,  would  he  cTOrthau 
of  looking  here  for  this  subject?  Certawif 
not.  It  is  most  likely  that,  if  his  ^dfise^ 
asked,  he  would  look  up  the  Land  -^'^^j?^ 
session,  and  not  finding  in  it  any  prons«» 
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amending  the  pastoral  lioenses  or  leases  pro- 
visions, he  would  say  there  was  no  suoh 
amendment  in  the  law.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  this  clause  should  not  be  here  at 
aU.  Now,  clause  6a  is  a  clause  which,  I 
presume,  has  been  introduced  by  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  I  would  say  at  once  that  my 
arguments  relating  to  th«  previous  «lause  also 
apply  to  this  one.  We  had  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  question  here  referred  to  last  session,  and  it 
was  then  understood  that  the  Act  we  passed  was 
perfect.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  was  in 
charge  of  it,  claimed  that  in  the  passing  of  it 
we  had  dealt  once  and  for  all  with  this  question 
of  forest-planting.  I  say,  if  it  is  found  in  the 
working  of  this  Act  that  the  amendment  which 
is  sought  to  be  enacted  in  clause  6a  is  absolutely 
necessary,  then  we  should  have  a  Forest  Planting 
Amendment  Bill  before  the  Coiomittee.  Then 
the  next  section  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion is  that  which  deals  with  the  Auckland 
Hospital — section  7.  I  ask  why  that  clause  was 
not  introduced  into  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable 
Institutions  Bill  when  that  measure  was  before 
the  House.  It  may  be  that  the  Auckland  Hos- 
pital is  entitled  to  this  money ;  but  I  should 
like  to  know  what  the  amount  of  it  is  and  what 
it  is  likely  to  reach  every  year.  The  clause 
reads  as  follows : — 

•*  7.  The  Public  Trustee  is  hereby  authorized 
from  time  to  time  to  pay  over  to  the  Auckland 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Boaord,  or  to  such 
other  Board  or  Trustees  for  the  time  being 
having  the  control  and  management  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Hospital  at  Auckland,  ail  surplus  moneys 
heretofore  accrued  or  which  may  hereafter 
accrue  in  his  hands,  as  the  same  are  defined 
in  section  5  of  *  The  Aucklsuid  Hospital  Be- 
cerves  Act,  1883 ; '  and  such  moneys  shall  be 
.applied  by  the  said  Board  for  the  purposes  of 
the  aforesaid  hospital,  and  not  otherwise." 

I  should  like  to  know  how  much  those 
moneys  amount  to ;  and  it  might  be  well  for 
honourable  members  who  represent  districts 
outside  of  Auckland  City  to  inquire  into  the 
position  of  this  matter,  to  see  that,  in  csbse  of  a 
division  of  the  Auckland  Hospital  District,  the 
right  of  places  outside  Auckland  City  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  revenue  from  these  reserves  will 
be  secured  to  the  districts  outside  Auckland 
City.  Then,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  8th 
43ection.  That  clause,  so  fajr  as  a  certain  part 
of  the  colony  is  concerned  —  the  Borough  of 
Boss — absolutely  repeals  the  Bating  Act  of 
1882.  That  Act  provided  that  no  rates  over 
two  yeara  due  should  be  collectable;  but  by 
this  Bill  it  is  provided, — 

**  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in 
any  other  Act  to  the  contrary,  the  Council 
of  the  Borough  of  Boss  is  hereby  authorized 
to  collect  all  rents  or  other  moneys  payable 
-from  time  to  time  in  .respect  ot  leases  of  land 
.granted  within  the  said  borough  under  the 
provisions  of  section  nine  of  Appendix  F  of 
*  The  liand  Act,  1885,'  or  of  any  provisions  to 
the  like  effect  previously  in  force,  and  also  all 
xnoneys  heretofore  payable  in  respect  of  any 
such  leases  and  remaining  unpaid  at  the  time 
^>f  the  passmg  of  Xhis  Act. 


"  The  several  lessees  shall  pay  the  said  rents 
or  other  moneys  accordingly,  and  in  default  of 
payment  the  same  may  be  recovered  by  the 
aforesaid  Council  in  any  Court  of  competent 
jurisdiction. 

'^  All  moneys  received  or  recovered  under  this 
section  by  the  said  Council  shall  form  part  of 
the  Borough  Fund  of  the  said  borough." 

Here  a  clause  is  slipped  in  under  which 
rates  that  have  been  due  for  twenty  years  may 
be  collected,  and  the  people  interested  may 
not  know  anything  about  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Hokitika  is  not  in  his  place,  or  I 
am  sure  he  would  object  to  that.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  pass  such  a  clause  as  that, 
which  is  retrospective  in  its  operation.  Suoh 
a  hardship  should  not  be  perpetrated  by  this 
House  upon  the  ratepayers  in  that  district.  If 
it  were  necessary  to  introduce  such  a  proposal 
it  should  have  come  down  in  the  shape  of  a 
local  Bill,  and  all  the  formalities  as  to  giving 
notice  should  have  been  gone  through.  If  this 
is  done  on  the  recommendation  of  the  honour- 
able member  who  represents  the  district  it  is 
all  the  same.  The  residents  should  have  some 
opportunity  of  speaking  their  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  are  laying  down  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent in  passing  a  clause  like  this,  without 
knowing  that  the  people  in  the  district  have 
knowledge  of  what  is  oeing  done.  There  are 
other  clauses  to  which  I  should  like  to  allude, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  GARRICK.— I  wish  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations in  regard  to  clause  9,  which  has 
been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Sydenham.  That  clause  deals  with  matters 
relating  to  the  Christchurch  Drainage  Board. 
I  think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
have  misapprehended  the  position.  The  fact  is 
this :  That  Board  has  had  to  undertake  a  large 
expenditure,  and  something  like  £200,000  has 
been  borrowed  by  it  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  drainage  works  in  the  City  of  Christchurch 
and  suburbs,  and  for  the  purpose  of  maintain* 
ing  a  pumping-station  and  machinery.  The 
Board  is  now  charged  with  the  duty  of  paying 
interest  upon  the  debentures  upon  which  the 
necessary  funds  have  been  raised,  and  carrying 
on  the  ordinary  functions  of  a  local  body,  ex- 
cept that  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Act 
for  seeking  the  authority  of  the  ratepayers 
for  the  borrowing  of  money ;  so  that  the  obser- 
vations of  the  honourable  member  for  Syden- 
ham on  that  point  were  beside  the  question. 
All  that  the  Board  asks  for  is  to  be  put  in  the 
same  position  as  any  other  local  body  was  put 
in  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  were  cast 
upon  them.  For  instance.  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations have  power  to  anticipate  their  income, 
for  the  general  purposes  for  which  the  boroughs 
were  constituted,  by  means  of  an  overdraft — 
that  is  to  say,  by  borrowing  from  the  bank,  or 
others  who  might  be  willing  to  lend,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  current  expenditure.  The 
same  power  is  given  to  County  Councils.  In. 
fact,  it  is  recognized  as  a  principle  by  all  local 
bodies  that  they  may  anticipate  their  revenue 
in  that  way.     It  has  been  doubted  whether 
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there  is  sufTicient  authority  in  the  common  law 
to  permit  that,  and  consequently  the  powers 
were  given  to  varions  bodies  by  the  Acts  under 
which  they  work.  The  Drainage  Board  wished 
for  similar  power.  I  can  understand  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Sydenham,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  what  lie  deems  to  be  his  duty,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  received  a  variety  of  tele- 
grams, should  look  into  this  matter;  but  I  think 
it  should  be  understood  by  the  House  that  the 
Borough  of  Sydenham  has  always  been  in 
strong  onposition  to  the  Drainage  Board.  The 
honourable  meuiher,  I  may  say,  was  once  a 
member  of  the  Board,  and  ia  to  some  extent 
responsible  for  the  condition  of  things  to  which 
he  just  now  referred  ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  now 
deems  it  right  to  oppose  this  authority — this 
reasonable  authority  in  comparison  with  the 
power  that  is  exercised  by  other  bodies.  What 
is  desired  is  authority  to  pay  interest  on  the 
debentures  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  to 
expend  money  upon  necessary  works,  so  far  as 
may  be  necessary,  in  anticipation  of  ordinary 
current  revenue.  The  honourable  member  for 
Sydenham  is  quite  willing,  he  says,  that  the 
jwwer  should  be  given  by  way  of  anticipation 
to  pay  interest  on  the  debentures;  but  I  failed 
to  gather  his  objection  to  that  power  being 
extended  to  the  general  working  of  the  institu- 
tion. It  is  only  anticipating  it  to  discharge 
obligations  incurred  in  comiection  with  the 
good  government  of  the  borough  in  the  matter 
of  drainage,  and  I  feel  quite  certain  that  will 
commencl  itself  to  this  House. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM. — The  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  when  he  spoke,  made  reference 
to  various  matters  in  this  Bill.  It  appeared  to 
me  tliat  all  the  information  he  required  would 
no  doubt  have  been  given  in  Committee.  He 
said  that  no  doubt  this  thing  was  all  right, 
only  it  required  a  little  explanation;  and  that 
the  other  might  be  all  right.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  deal  with  any  of  the  remarks  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  beyond  those 
which  had  reference  to  the  Bill  which  he  said 
had  been  brought  forward  by  a  member — that 
was  myself — and  which  would  have  provoked  a 
great  deal  of  discussion — a  discussion  that,  he 
said,  It  was  now  proposed  to  prevent  by  bringing 
in  the  Bill  as  a  clause  of  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill.  That  particular  Bill  was 
discussed  in  tho  House,  and  was  read  a  second 
time;  and  therefore  all  the  discussion  that 
could  possibly  have  taken  place  upon  tho  Bill 
did  take  place.  Upon  tho  question  coming  up 
of  going  into  Committee  on  that  Bill,  I  with- 
drew it,  for  the  reason  that  the  Colonial 
Engineer  had  reported  to  the  effect  that  the 
whole  piece  of  ground  that  it  was  intended 
to  reclaim  under  the  Bill  should  not  be  re- 
claimed, inasmuch  as  it  would  interfere  with 
tho  harbour.  Therefore  the  Minister  of 
Marine  thought  it  to  be  his  duty  to  intro- 
duce an  amendment,  as  far  as  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill  wai?  concerned ;  and,  as  he  told  me 
the  amendment  had  not  been  prepared,  I  con- 
sented to  withdraw  the  Bill,  to  get  it  postponed 
until  the  amendment  could  be  prepared.  Those 
Are  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  connected 
Mr.  Oarrick 


with  the  Bill.  The  hononiable  member  iv 
utterly  mistaken  when  he  said  a  gieftt  deal  d 
discussion  woold  have  taken  place  if  thcBi 
had  been  brought  forward  in  anr  other  nae- 
ner.  All  the  further  disouasion  tltttcouM  hxn 
taken  place  would  have  been  in  CtHmsittee, 
and  it  will  now  be  open  for  disciuaan  inOs- 
mittee.  There  was  also  another  msiterliiiiai 
reference  to  Nelson  to  which  he  took  me^ 
tion,  and  that  was,  the  appoitioDiQeat  d 
the  endowment  to  the  Nelson  Hospital  sbj 
Lunatic  Asylum.  Both  those  institatioosiHs 
managed  by  the  Suf^erintendent  of  yiepcniaGe, 
and  on  the  abolition  of  the  pionneeB  tine 
establishments  were  taken  over  by  the  Cron, 
and,  naturally,  the  endowments  went  with  tke;. 
Since  that  time  another  Act  has  been  puei 
by  which  the  hospital  has  been  banded  over  ^ 
a  local  body,  and  it  is  only  right  thst  thit  bodr 
should  have  the  endowment  granted  fsi  tfat 
purpose  of  the  hospital.  As  it  happens,  tl^t 
endowments  are  in  one ;  and  this  Bill  is  3> 
separate  them,  so  as  to  give  a  fair  p^c^  o 
the  lunatic  asylum  and  another  iur  portis. 
to  the  hospital.  I  may  add  here  thtfitlt 
Superintendent  of  Lonatic  Asylums,  Di.  Gnb^ 
ham,  made  the  apportionment  himself,  utd  i; 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Minister  and  tk  isa^ 
authorities,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  to  fift  i 
sanction  to  it  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  | 

Mr.  CONOLLY.— It  ia  not  myintentkato  I 
go  through  the  various  items  of  this  BUI,  wiiicii  : 
will  no  doubt  receive  attention  in  ComaitteE.  : 
and  many  of  which  were  touched  upon,  asi^ 
quiring  attention,  by  the  honourable  monber 
for  Waitotara ;  but  there  are  two  matteis  in  :t 
which,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  shonld  prolialilj. 
to  some  extent,  be  explained  by  the  honourab*'  , 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  in  this  Usm- 
The  first  is  with  regard  to  the  transactsoE  ty 
which  a  certain  piece  of  land  at  Waipaw,  tbf 
area  of  which  is  not  mentioned,  is  to  be  taker. 
possession  of  and  converted  into  Crown  Uee 
upon  certain  terms,  on  the  ground  that  tb 
owner,  whoever  he  may  be,  has  not  beenh^ 
of  for  a  considerable  number  of  years,  l^o^.  i 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  that,  if  such  a  thing  is  to  be  dtaa. 
it  ought  not  to  be  done  by  a  clause  or  a  poias 
of  a  schedule  in  a  Bill  of  this  description,  »*• 
that  there  should  be  some  general  enactment 
by  which,  where  no  claimant  appears  to  \sd 
which  has  been  granted  for  a  number  of  tews, 
it  should  revert  to  the  Crown.  But,  sicce  i» 
Ministry  has  ever  thought  it  necessary,  wiw 
as  I  am  aware,  or  even  desirable,  to  bring  ^^ 
a  Bill  having  any  such  object,  one  natunil^ 
inquires  what  the  reason  can  be— why  it  ahocw 
be  pressed  in  this  case.  It  was  in  a  BiH 
last  year,  when  it  was  strongly  comment': 
upon.  It  was  carried  upon  a  division;  bsu 
having  again  attracted  a  good  deal  of  att^nL^^ 
in  another  place,  it  was  there  struck  out.  1 
think  honourable  members  are  entitled  t' 
be  informed  why  it  is  that  this  particaar 
piece  of  land  is  proposed  to  be  dealt  vi^ 
in  this  manner.  It  appears  that  at  pKSf» 
there  is  a  receiver  of  the  estate,  that  tt« 
land  is  let,  and  that  one-third  of  the  vc&bt 
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rents  is  paid  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased 
owner,  the  heir-at-law  not  having  appeared. 
It  is  now  proposed  to  turn  this  into  Grown 
land,  and  to  sell  it  as  Grown  land,  subject  to 
the  payment — by  the  purchaser,  I  presume,  it 
means — to  the  widow  of  a  sum  equivalent  to 
one-)ialf  of  the  annual  rent  such  an  allotment 
would  produce,  there  being  no  provision  as  to 
how  this  annual  Tent  is  to  be  ascertained.  I 
presume,  at  present,  the  land  is  let  upon  lease, 
and  it  may  be  so  let  from  year  to  year ;  but,  if 
it  passes  into  the  hands  of  a  purchaser,  I  do 
not  know  by  what  means  it  is  proposed  to 
ascertain  the  annual  rent,  and  whether,  there- 
iore,  the  widow  of  this  person  will  be  in  a 
better  or  worse  position  by  receiving  one-half  of 
that  supposed  rent  than  she  is  in  at  present  by 
receiving  one-third  of  the  real  rent.  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  it  is  a  provision  on  which  I 
am  entitled  to  ask  the  Minister  to  explain  why 
there  is  any  necessity  at  all  for  dealing  with 
this  land.  Another  paragraph,  28a,  on  the 
face  of  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  transaction, 
and  I  have  heard  that  it  is  still  more  strange 
than  it  seems.  On  the  face  of  the  Bill  it 
appears  that — 

"  On  the  25th  July  and  on  the  4th  August, 
LS53,  respectively,  two  grants  were  made  to 
the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  suid  his  successors 
of  660  acres  and  of  418  acres  respectively,  more 
or  less,  of  lands  at  Motueka,  in  the  Province 
of  Nelson,  in  trust  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  an  industrial  school  at  Mo- 
tueka, for  the  education  of  children  of  all 
races,  being  subjects  of  the  Queen.  The  first 
grant  included  500  acres  of  Native  reserves  and 
160  acres  of  indifferent  Crown  land  ;  the  second 
.grant  comprised  Native  reserves  exclusively. 
The  school  has  failed  and  been  closed  for  some 
years,  the  Natives  considering  their  reserves 
should  not  be  so  appropriated;  and  the  lands 
have  been  diverted  from  their  trust." 

The  proposal  was  that  the  grant  should  be 
tsancelled ;  that  the  Native  reserve  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Public  Trustee  as  the  pro- 
per guardians  of  the  Native  reserves ;  and  that 
such  as  had  been  Crown  lands  should  become 
Crown  lands    again.    That  of   itself   appears 
sufficiently  reasonable  and  proper,  and  I  can- 
not understand  why  it  has  been  struck  out ; 
but  it  is  still  more  reasonable  and  proper  that 
that  alteration  should  be  made  after,  as  I  am 
informed,  there  has  been  a  large  income  derived 
from  this  land  for  a  great  many  years,  which 
has  been  diverted  entirely  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended.    It  was  granted,  it 
appears,  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and  his 
successors.    I  do  not  Know  who  the  successors 
of  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  are;  whether 
the  Bishop  of  Nelson  is  his  successor  or  not 
I  do  not  know,  because  there   has  been  but 
one   Bishop  of   New  Zealand,  and  he  ceased 
to  be  80  many  years  ago — how  many  years  ago 
that  is  I  do  not  know,  or  whether  he  retained 
the    title  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  the 
colony  twenty  years  ago :  but,  at  all  events, 
there   lias  been  but  one  Bishop  of  New  Zea- 
land ;    and  I  am   informed — I  do  not  know 
-whether  it  is  true,  but  I  am  informed — that  the 


proceeds  of  this  land,  which  ought  to  have 
been  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  school  and 
no  other  by  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and 
his  successors,  have  been  devoted  to  the  de- 
nominational purposes  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 

An  Hon.  LIsmbeb. — No. 

Mr.  CONOLLY. — Very  well;  some  honour- 
able member  says  "  No."  Possibly  I  may  be 
misinformed ;  but  I  should  like  to  know,  first, 
whether  there  has  been  any  income  derived 
from  this  property ;  if  so,  what  has  been  the  in- 
come ;  and,  if,  as  I  am  informed,  it  has  been  a 
considerable  sum,  what  has  become  of  it :  be- 
cause, if  it  has  been  used  for  any  other  purpose 
than  that  named  in  the  trust,  there  has  been  a 
most  serious  breach  of  trust,  and  in  some  way 
or  other  it  clearly  ought  to  be  dealt  with.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  striking-out  of 
this  clause  of  the  schedule  has  the  sanction  of 
the  Minister,  and,  if  there  has  been  the  misap- 
propriation of  trust  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
whether  the  Minister  proposes  to  deal  with  it 
in  any  other  fashion.  I  think  these  matters 
are  of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  me  to 
detain  the  House  a  little  while,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  explained  whether  the  charges,  if  so  I 
might  call  them,  can  be  answered.  The  only 
other  matter  on  which  I  shall  touch  is  the 
question  which  has  been  mentioned  just  now 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson.  He 
misses  the  point  of  the  application  made  to 
you.  Sir,  I  think,  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara;  and,  if  I  may  venture  to  say 
so,  I  do  not  think  you.  Sir,  answered  the  point 
of  order  with  regard  to  this  particular  matter. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  matters  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill  which,  undoubtedly,  one 
would  say,  should  be  made  the  subject  .of 
separate  Bills,  local  or  otherwise  ;  but  you.  Sir, 
have  stated  that  the  practice,  although  a  bad 
one,  has  been  so  long  used  that  it  is  too  late 
now  to  take  objection  to  it.  But  with  regard 
to  this  matter  the  position  is  this :  The  Nel- 
son Foreshore  Bill  is  still  on  the  Order  Paper 
as  a  local  Bill ;  and  the  point  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  wished  to 
raise  was  this :  whether  the  subject  of  a  Bill 
in  that  position  could  be  introduced  into  the 
schedule  of  this  Bill.  The  clause  which  it  is 
proposed  to  introduce  into  this  Bill  is  on  a 
Supplementary  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  only  this  Bill  be- 
fore me,  which  makes  no  reference  to  the  Nelson 
Foreshore  Bill.  I  ought  not  to  prejudge  clauses 
that  may  or  may  not  be  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee. The  Chairman  will  have  to  decide 
points  of  order  when  it  is  proposed  to  intro- 
duce clauses  in  Committee. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— With  reference  to  this 
trust  at  Motueka,  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Picton,  I  would  point  out 
that  it  is  a  very  plain  one ;  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  this  case  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in 
New  Zealand.  Certain  lands,  generally  the 
property  of  Natives,  were  passed  over  to  certain 
missionaries — clergj'mcn  of  the  Church  of 
England  or  ministers  of  other  denominations 
—for  educational  purposes  only ;  and  to  a  very 
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largo  extent  thoKc  endowmonts  have  been  put 
to  purely  Church  purposes,— and  this  is  one 
of  the  iiulowuienta  that  have  been  so  dealt 
with.  The  endowment  consintcd  of  a  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  bad  land  belonging  to  the 
Qovornment  and  something  like  nine  hundred 
acres  of  good  land  belonging  to  the  Natives. 
The  rental  was  considerable.  For  years  to- 
gctlter — for  six  years  on  a  stretch,  once — there 
wore  no  Native  children,  and  no  other  child- 
ren, receiving  advantage  from  the  fund  derived 
from  this  endowment ;  but  the  money  was  used 
in  this  way  :  A  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
Kiu'liuid  had  i:.JOO  a  year,  and  of  that  amount, 
i:.Llo  came  out  of  this  trust.  Now,  if  that  is 
not  a  malversation  of  trust  I  do  not  know  what 
is.  The  land  was  orij<iually  given  in  trust  for 
tliis  purpose  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand ; 
by  liini  it  was  transferred  to  the  Bishop  of 
Nelst>n  ;  and  by  him  it  was  handed  over  to  the 
Cluiroh  body.  I  am  glad  that  the  Minister  has 
adiin-ssed  himself  to  this  subject ;  but  what  I 
want  to  have  expliiiiicd  is,  wliethor  the  with- 
drawal of  this  ciiiUhO  from  the  Bill  will  mean 
tlio  abandonment  of  the  subject  of  the  endow- 
ment for  school  purp<^scs.  I  am  the  more 
particular  alH)ut  it  because  I  know  of  no  less 
than  three  ctu.ts  of  the  same  kind,  altliough 
ncJio  of  them  are  so  batl  as  this.  I  believe  the 
(;o\ernment  slunild  bring  in  a  jjeneral  measure 
to  deal  wiih  the  whole  of  those  trusts  now 
ntuiiinolly  belonging  to  various  religious  bodies, 
who  have  had  them  without  a<.lcquate  reason. 
Then?  is  another  nnitter,  in  pnra^iai^h  14  of  the 
1'  irst  Schedule.  This  is  to  carry  out  an  ex- 
cliange  of  some  land  between  certain  Natives 
and  a  man  named  Cieorgo  Alexander  Douglas. 
It  relates  to  land  on  the  Island  of  Motiti,in  the 
r..i\  of  rienty.  I  hiul  occasion,  four  years 
a^.»,  to  examine  this  matter ;  and  tlie  facts 
o!  the  cose  are  these :  In  the  year  18G8  a 
Cr.nsn  grant  was  issued  for  land  in  that  island 
fti.joriulmg  to  I.OIH)  acres.  It  was  given  to  a 
chuf  m  trust  for  his  tribe,  and  that  tni-^t  is 
e\|>ressed  in  tho  grant.  In  the  same  year  this 
chief  leaded  the  land  to  this  m.in  at  a  rental 
of  JL70  a  year.  In  the  year  1S74  ho  began  to 
purchase  it  — that  is,  lie  bei;an  to  make  ad- 
vaiu'cs  to  the  Natives  U|x^n  the  land.  His 
lawNcr  at  once  jvnitcd  out  to  him  that  there 
eiuiKl  not  bo  a  l«  ^a1  conveyance  :  and  when  he 
upp;w  d  to  the  Cio\ernment  ho  was  told  that  he 
couM  no;  >:et  a  legal  conveyance.  Notwiih- 
htaiuhng  th.a,  ho  went  on  j\\vn\i;  mvniey  to  the 
Ns4;i\e>.  and  when  ho  had  in^titiomd  he  had 
l^i.vi  l.'»"»'»  u]vo  It.  Ho  Si\id  that  ho  did  this 
ni'lw  llhNlaniil:v^  the  information  he  iiad  ha<l,  be- 
crtu-c  he  knew  ih.a  some  time  or  «.:hor  the  Go- 
von.ment  wouUi  i^sue  an  Orler  in  Council  that 
wouixl  onahio  him  to  purchase  the  land.  So 
th:U  lie  tov  k  all  those  .stei>s  with  his  eyes  open 
as  (o  tie  risk.  Now  it  t'lrns  out  that  he  h.\s 
gxU  a  liwle  to  at  lo.\st  a  ivition  of  the  Iskud  ;  and 
I  \>  vnt  to  know  how  ihi<  man's  risks  are  ma*.lo 
up  to  liim.  It  appcAi-s  th;^t  ho  is  aK^ut  to 
lianster  to  170  Natives  of  th;s  tnl^^  1C<)  acres 
of  this  laud  m  exchange  for  liX^  acres  of  their 
land  on  ihe  mainland.  I  pn\sumo.  The  Com- 
m.ilco  Kt.Ucd,  lU  Us  rx^^vr;  of  1SS-.  that  this  is 


one  of  a  class  of  cases  which  presented  k 
difficulty^aad  that  that  difficnltjcooMixk 
got  out  of  except  thioagh  lecislfttion;  tetsb 
Committee  was  very  partictuftr,  for  it  aid  k 
could  not  recommend  any  legislssioitktS 
not  deal  with  the  whole  qaestion.   let  1  bi 
that  this  man  has  now,  somehow  or  ofta,pt 
some  kind  of  title  for  a  portion  of  thiilai  I 
would  like  to  know  what  is  the  reUtii«qa^ 
of  this  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  exebi^ 
Mr.  PAHATA.— Paragraph  28a  of  ibe  Iial 
Schedule  to  this  Bill  has  been  stnck  m  ^ 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.    FornucT 
past  the  Natives  have  been  present  pdi- 
tions  to  this  House  referring  to  tliis  hsd  ti 
Motueka  which  passed  into  the  h&sds  d  ^ 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand.    In  lSd4  the  5itni 
Affairs  Committee  adopted  a  report  ^xaitb 
land.    The  gist  of  that  report  wss  tha;  *J» 
terms  of  the  trust  had  not  been  fQl&ikd  If 
the  Bishop,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  s^ 
which  was  erected  on  this  land  had  not  bea 
open  for  perhaps  twenty  years.    It  vas  ad 
known  what  was  done  with  the  klu  daind 
from  this  land.    I  think  that  the  BiVbc^  or 
Church  body  has  no  right  whatcTer  to  iii: 
land  at  present,  because  the  terms  of  the  tast 
have  not  been  carried  out.    During  tk  m- 
sent  year  the  same  Natives  sent  a  pett.'s^t: 
the  House  about  the  same  land.   This  petitk. 
in  due  course,  came  before  the  Nativt  Ato 
Committee;  and  the  Committee reporteJtha. 
in  their  opinion,  the  trust  had  not  been  ctod 
out,  and  that  the  land  ought  to  be  made* re- 
serve  for  Native    purposes.     The  Coica^ 
also  urged  the  Government  to  take  immeiue 
steps  in  the  matter.     Seeing  that  the  N«&w 
Affairs  Committee  have  repeatedly  repcrtsd  a 
tliis  matter,  I  cannot  understand  theacoaief 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in  strikiag  e^ 
this  clause.     I   think  that  Committoe  id^ 
most   unadvisedly,  and  could  not  hare  tafea 
any  evidence.   Mr.  Mackay  attended  the  Wass 
Lands  Committee,  but  had  no  opponanisff^ 
giving  evidence  ;  but  if  he  had  been  alloweut* 
do  so  the  Committee  would  have  seen  tiat^ 
would   be  only  right  and  just  that  this  Uiffi 
should   be   returned  to  the  Natives.    I  ^f 
honourable  members    will    admit,  after  tb^ 
explanation,  that  the  trust  has  not  bea  fe*- 
lilled,  and  that  the  land  should  be  given  faaci 
to  the  Natives,     I  would  like  to  remind  tbf 
House  that  there  are  a  great  many  other  pj««» 
of   land   in   the  same  position,  and  tbaS  t3 
moneys    derived    from    these    lands  arc  bo« 
devoted    to    the    purposes    to    which  it  ^ 
originally   intended   they   should   be  appltf^ 
There  is  another  piece  of  land  in  the  ^Vacv 
rnpa  in   exactly   the   some  position.    It  ^ 
givi-n  to  the  Bishop  for  a  school  and  a  chBic- 
and  mill  site ;  but  no  church  has  been  ercctw 
there,  and  no  Native  school  nor  mill;  aj*- 
the   land   has  parsed  into  the  hands  of  *^ 
Bishop.     A   petition  was  brought  before  tl» 
Native  Affairs  Committee  this  session  in  »*• 
tion  to  this  matter.    If  the  House  wiH  ^ 
give  these  lands  back  to  the  Natives  I  ^ 
urge  upon  the  Government  to  bring  ^  *  ^ 
so  that  all  these  lands  may  be  rettune^  to  ^ 
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original  cvners.  I  do  not  mean  only  the  land 
at  Motueka»  but  all  the  lands  similarly  situ- 
ated. I  will  now  refer  to  paragraph  47.  This 
paragraph  refers  to  some  islands  near  Stewart 
Island.  I  do  not  object  to  it  at  all;  but 
I  wish  to  say  that  when  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee  I  shall  move  some  amendment  to  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  has  agreed  to  accept  my  amendment.  The 
reason  why  I  wish  to  make  this  alteration  is 
that  certain  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  Natives  in  1864,  when  Stewart  Island  was 
sold  to  the  (Tovcmmcnt.  I  will  just  read  one 
of  the  documents  connected  with  one  of  these 
islands : — 

"  Waihopai,  5th  July,  1864. 
"  Listen,  every  one,  Maoris  and  Europeans  I 
Horomamae  and  Te  Wharepuaitaha,  mutton- 
bird  islands,  have  been  absolutely  set  apart  by 
the  Government  for  Haeroa,  Huruhuru  Huro, 
and  Horomona  Pohio — that  is  to  say,  for  the 
Maoris.  These  islands  are  to  be  for  the  above- 
named  Maoris,  for  themselves  and  their  de- 
scendants for  ever  and  ever. 

"Henry  T.  Clarke, 
"  Commissioner  for  the  Purchase  of 
Stewart  Island." 
There  are  a  nxmibor  of  similar  documents  in 
relation  to  the  islands  which  have  been  set 
apart  for  the  Natives.    I  hope  that  when  the 
iknd  Court  sits  in  the  South  these  documents 
will  be  brought  forward.    That  is  all  I  wish  to 
explain. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  chcucge  of  this  Bill  wiU  not 
accuBe  me  of  criticising  it  unfairly ;  but,  like 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  I  must 
protest  against  the  form*  this  Bill  is  assuming 
year  by  year.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  not  in  his  place 
to  take  the  stand  I  am  taking,  but  perhaps  it 
is  that  he  is  in  hope  this  Bill  will  be  as  con- 
venient to  him  in  the  future  as  it  is  to  the 
present  Government  now.  I  am  sure  the  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  on  the  INIinistry  from  all 
parts  of  the  House  in  regard  to  matters  in  this 
Bill  must  have  been  very  great.  In  fact,  look- 
ing over  the  Bill,  I  think  the  Opposition  had 
the  best  of  it.  One  thing  I  must  protest 
against,  which  was  protested  against  years  ago 
in  this  House  by  an  honourable  member,  and 
that  is  the  system  of  introducing  into  this  Bill 
a  number  of  Bills  the  promoters  of  which  have 
not  been  able  to  get  them  forward  in  their 
proper  places  in  the  House.  There  are  some 
of  these  which  have  been  incorporated  in  this 
Bill  since  it  was  first  circulated.  One  of 
them  is  the  Nelson  Foreshore  Leasing  Bill, 
which  did  not  pass  through  the  House ;  and 
another  is  a  local  Bill,  which  was  thrown 
out  by  the  Select  Committee  because  the 
Standing  Orders  had  not  been  complied  with. 
I  say  that  it  is  a  most  dangerous  precedent  to 
establish,  that  a  Bill  which  has  been  set  aside 
because  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
complied  with  should  bo  incorporated  in  this 
Bill.  These  Bills  are  now  being  forced  on  the 
House,  not  by  the  Minister,  because  the  Bill 
did  not  contain  them  when  it  first  came  down, 


but  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  or  in  some 
other  way  that  I  do  nob  know.  As  I  think  it 
wrong  that  a  local  Bill  which  has  been  rejected 
because  it  has  not  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  should  be  put  into  this  Bill, 
I  shall  move,  in  Committee,  that  the  clause 
relating  to  that  particular  Bill  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  clause  10,  which  gives  power  to  the 
County  Council  of  Selwyn  to  raise  a  special 
loan  of  £3,000  without  the  sanction  of  the  rate- 
payers. I  think  it  is  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  that  there  should  be  such  a  clause  as 
that  in  this  Bill.  It  is  absolutely  an  attempt 
to  evade  the  Act  by  bringing  in  a  local  Bill, 
and  I  am  astonished  that  the  Minister  should 
lend  himself  to  such  a  thing.  The  money  this 
County  Council  want  is  spent,  and  now  they 
are  to  be  authorized  to  raise  a  loan  of  £3,000 
whether  the  ratepayers  agree  to  it  or  not.  The 
following  proposal,  that  the  County  of  Wai- 
homo  should  be  allowed  to  spend  money  in 
hand  for  baths  which  was  raised  for  harbour 
works — £1,500 — is  not  of  so  objectionable  a 
character,  the  circumstances  being  different. 
I  do  not  think  we  should  entertain  any  pro- 
posal to  let  a  local  body  borrow  money  or  strike 
a  rate  without  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — Honourable  mem- 
bers have  used  arguments  of  very  great  force 
against  particular  parts  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
shall  not  refer  to  those  parts ;  but  I  wish  to  say, 
generally,  that  I  do  not  think  we  should  be 
expected  at  midnight  to  begin  the  discus- 
sion in  Committee  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
To  do  justice  to  it  would  require  considerable 
time,  for  this  Bill  contains  three  or  four  times 
as  much  as  an  ordinary  Bill ;  and  we  ought 
to  look  at  it  with  more  care  than  we  have 
looked  at  similar  Bills  in  years  gone  by.  I 
know  that  on  one  occasion  a  Bill  of  thia 
kind  contained  one  proposal  that  was  a  com- 
plete swindle;  but  we  blocked  it,  and  it 
was  thrown  out.  With  every  desire  to  get 
through  the  work  speedily,  the  Minister  in 
charge,  admitting  that  we  ought  to  do  justice 
to  the  many  subjects  that  are  treated  in  this 
Bill,  cannot  expect  us  to  get  through  it  in 
Committee  to-night.  I  think  we  have  arrived 
at  this  stage  as  to  this  annual  Bill :  that  we 
may  assume  that  a  great  wrong  will  be  done 
if  we  do  not  find  sufficient  time  to  examine 
every  clause. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — There  has  baen  a  great 
fallacy  running  through  the  speeches  of  many 
honourable  members,  who  have  said  that  this 
Bill  is  yearly  growing  in  dimensions.  The 
reply  to  that  is,  that  the  number  of  clauses  in 
the  schedule  this  year  is  considerably  less  than 
the  number  in  tho  Act  of  last  year.  As  to  the 
quality  of  the  matters  dealt  with,  I  maintain 
that  the  items  in  the  schedule  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee,  where,  alone,  they  can  be 
exhaustively  and  properly  considered;  and  in 
Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  discuss  them. 
There  are  one  or  two  points,  however,  that  I 
shall  refer  to  now.  As  to  the  assertion  that  this 
Bill  comprises  several  local  Bills,  it  is  quite  trua 
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that  seyenl  of  the  clauses  might  be  made  local 
Bills;  but,  by  the  converse,  a  local  Bill,  or 
the  substance  of  it,  might  with  perfect  pro- 
priety, as  far  as  precedents  are  concerned,  be 
introduced  into  tliis  measure.  Almost  every 
clause  of  these  Bills,  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  might  be  made  a  local  Bill.  It  has  been 
said  that  in  thin  Bill  vie  are  doing  the  work 
which  the  Provincial  Councils  were  intended 
to  do.  But  surely  the  old  Provincialists  should 
not  object  to  that — to  thiH  Legislature  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  old  Provincial  Councils ;  nor 
should  the  Abolitionists  object,  because  it  is 
Rliown  that  a  great  deal  of  u.sef ul  work  that  was 
done  by  the  proviiu-es  can  bo  very  easily  done 
by  ihu  House.  I  do  not  think  the  question  is 
so  much  whether  it  is  local  work,  but  whether 
it  ib  work  tliat  ought  to  be  done.  I  maintain 
tliat  this  is  one  of  the  most  useful  Bills  that 
were  over  introduced,  and  that  if  there  were  no 
such  measure  as  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Bill  much  guod  work  that  ought  to  be 
done  by  this  House  would  bo  left  undone.  The 
more  1  look  at  it  the  more  1  feel  that  this  Bill  is 
absolutely  indispensable  ;  and  I  think  even  the 
great  variety  and  number  of  its  clauses  is  suf- 
ficient ulone  to  show  that  it  is  indispensable. 
The  honourable  member  for  Timaru  referred  to 
something  that  iiad  been  done  by  the  Local 
Bills  Connnittee.  1  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber does  not  hold  up  that  Committee  as  in- 
fallible.    Is  it  to  rule  this  House  ? 

Mr.  TUUNDULL.— I  said  it  ruled  that  the 
Standing  Orders  ha*l  not  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  BALL.\NCK. — They  are  complied  with 
lior-*.  With  ngard  to  tlie  supervision  that 
hh»uld  be  aj^plieJ  in  cases  of  this  kind,  let  me 
tell  the  Hoiwo  tliis :  that  before  tlie  Waste 
Lands  Committee  every  clause  of  this  schedule 
was  exhaustnrly  inquired  into  and  evidence 
taken  on  it,  and  the  Committee  either  approved 
or  disapproved  accortling  to  the  evidence.  1 
venture  to  say  that  neither  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee nor  tlie  Private  Hills  Committee  have 
this  session  gone  into  the  matters  before  them 
with  the  si\me  scrupulous  cure  as  the  Waste 
I^ands  Committee  exercised  on  this  Bill ;  and  I 
make  that  statement  deliberately.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Picton  referred  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Motueka  trust ;  and  the  question  has 
been  asked  why  the  clause  dealing  with  that 
wiis  struck  out  by  the  Committee.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  merits  of  this  particular  case, 
but  the  question  is  one  which  involves  a  very 
great  principle  that  has  been  frequently  dis- 
cussed in  this  House.  Some  years  ago  I 
broiij^ht  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  and  modify 
A  trust  in  nearly  the  sitmo  terms  and  for 
precisely  the  same  object.  Without  going 
mto  the  merits  of  that  case  at  all,  I  came 
to  the  conrlnsion.  after  hearing  the  endcnce 
that  was  adduced  before  the  Committee,  that 
the  qut\<tion  was  one  in\olving  too  large  con- 
fuderatious  to  be  dealt  witli  otlierwise  than  in 
»  separnlo  Bill,  and  that  this  particular  ques- 
tion was  nUimaiely  connected  with  a  number 
of  other  trust'?,  and  that  the  matter  involved 
not  only  great  principles,  but  large  considera- 
tions affeoting  other  jv\rts  of  the  coimtry.  I 
Mr,  JUthnc* 


felt  that  the  question  shoald  be  dolt  wi^a 
a  measure  by  itself,  and  that  is  why  1 1^ 
that  the  clause  should  be  struck  out.  ^Isktt 
discussing  the  merits  of  the  matter,  I  msjv 
tliat,  as  to  the  Wanganoi  trust,  altitj^  i 
was,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  abused  eight  cr 
years  ago,  and  was  a  standing  repnociitotti 
trustees,  yet  since  then  the  managezHi^tf 
the  trust  has  been  wonderfully  refomed,  td 
perhaps  no  trust  in  the  colony  is  myw  bests 
fulfilled,  or  doing  more  useful  work.  I  iH^ 
it  would  be  satisfactory  if  the  MotntU  tnst 
were  placed  on  the  same  foundatirn,  ni 
then  I  should  be  very  glad  indeeu  Ui 
the  trust  kept  in  its  present  hands.  !  saki 
the  suggestion  to  the  honouraKe  csesitf 
for  ^lotueka  that  efiorts  should  k-  "ssk 
to  so  improve  the  management  of  tie 
as  to  best  secure  that  its  objects  ^Imll  b 
properly  carried  out ;  and  then  it  will  saw 
a  great  purpose.  As  to  a  point  ^peciiJ^ 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  fox  Picas, 
the  case  is  very  simple.  Twenty-thrje  ma 
ago  a  man  owning  sections  in  the  To^naMp  d 
Waipawa  died  intestate,  and  since  tka  tk 
rents  of  the  sections  have  accumulated iatk 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  who  has  paiifc 
the  man's  widow  or  her  representative  *ee- 
tain  sum  for  a  number  of  years.  The  pn^poal 
now  is  that  the  land  may  be  diverted  fbrkal 
purposes,  the  Public  Trustee  to  have  «*3 
to  make  arrangements  to  that  end  vitk* 
injuring  the  interests  of  any  person,  &nci£. 
securing  the  annual  payment  to  the  wise* 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  discuss  the  vms® 
sections  of  the  Bill  as  we  come  to  tbaa  a 
Committee. 

Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMTTTEE. 

First  Schedule.— Paragraph  18,  first  cohaia- 
Thermal  Springs  leases  may  be  eiteiflod®* 
period  of  forty-two  years. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnesaflDr 
"  That  tho  paragraph  stand  part  of  the  sdjs- 
dule." 


Ayes,  32. 

Atkinson 

Hatch 

Parata 

Ballance 

Hursthoose 

Pearson 

Beetham 

Ivess 

Reese 

Brown 

Joyce 

RicharisoB,!. 

Bruce 

Kerr 

Smith 

Buckland,W.P.Lake 

Tole 

C  adman 

Lamach 

Tumbnll 

Fraser 

Levestam 

Walker. 

Garrick 

Locke 

TeOm, 

Guinness 

McKenzie,  J. 

Grace 

Hakuene 

Moss 

Noes,  13. 

Whyte. 

Conolly 

O'Callaghan 

Trimble. 

Fulton 

Peacock 

Hislop 

Rolleston 

TelUn, 

McMillan 

Russell 

Richardsafl,G. 

Newman 

Thompson,  T. 
Paibs. 

Wilson. 

For. 

AgaiHsL 

Macandrew              Mitchelson 

BO 
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Stout  Bryoe 

Yogel.  Johnston. 

Majority  for,  19. 

»agraph  retained. 

uragxaph  196.— Lease  to  Mokau  Goal  Com- 

tie    Committee    divided    on  the  question, 
lat  the  paragraph  stand  part  of  the  sche- 


Ayes,  29. 

lance 

Ivess 

O'Callaghan 

WCL 

Joyce 

Parata 

man 

Kerr 

Pearson 

lean 

Larnach 

Reese 

ser 

Levestam 

Smith 

rick 

Locke 

TurnbuU 

oe 

McKenzie,  J. 

Wakefield. 

Euene 

McMillan 

Tellers. 

»h 

Moss 

Bruce 

lop 

Newman 

Hursthouse. 

Noes,  9. 
skland,  W.F.  Mitchelson  Tellers. 

loUy  Richardson,  G.  Beetham 

ton  Russell.  RoUeston. 

ce 

Majority  for,  20. 

Paragraph  retained. 

Paragraph  43. — Site  for  town-hall  and  muni- 

U  offices  at  Invercargill. 

!he    Committee    divided    on  the   question, 

hat  the  paragraph  stand  part  of  the  sche- 

Ayes,  22. 
Kerr 
Larnach 
Levestam 
McKenzie,  J 
McMillan 
Newman 
O'Callaghan 
Parata 


llance 

ncan 

hce 

inness 

kuene 

isthouse 


Reese 

Richardson,  E. 
Tole 
Walker. 


rce 


Tellers. 
Hatch 
TurnbuU. 


Noes,  10. 
>wn  Lake 

aolly  Richardson,  G.  TelUrs. 

Iton  Rolleston  Bruce 

ilop  Thompson,  T.    Pearson. 

Majority  for,  12. 
i^aragraph  retained. 

)ill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
td  time. 

MINING  BILL, 
kir.  LARNACH  brought  up  the  following 
ifions  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments 
yde  in  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Council : — 
'Clause  11.  A  consequential  amendment  is 
[Uired  on  page  8,  line  17 — ^namely,  the  inser- 
n  of  the  words  *  or  licensee '  after  the  word 
«ee.' 

*  Clause  42,  subsection  (3),  page  17.  In  line 
.  the  words  *  either '  and  *  or  any  adjoining 
td'  have  been  struck  out.  It  is  submitted 
It  these  words  are  essential  and  necessary  in 
anection  with  the  resumption  of  land  for 
ning  purposes,  as  frequently  cases  have  oc- 
cred  where  ground  could  not  have  been  used 
;  mining  had  not  the  adjoining  land  been 
Mlable. 


**  Clause  110,  page  32.  The  marginal  note  to 
this  clause  requires  alteration  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  word  *  occupation '  for  the  word 
<  registration.' 

*•  Clause  139,  page  88.  In  respect  to  this 
clause  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  law 
allows  private  lands  to  be  resumed  for  mining 
purposes,  but  the  law  is  defective,  as  there  is  iu> 
power  at  the  present  time  to  test  or  prospect 
on  private  lands  for  the  purpose  of  judging, 
before  resuming  any  land,  whether  it  contains 
gold  or  silver.  It  is  therefore  submitted  that 
the  provisions  of  clause  139  are  reasonable  and 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  mining,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  land 
are  sufficiently  guarded  and  protected. 

*•  Clause  207,  subsection  (18),  page  63.  It  is 
submitted  that  for  the  safety  of  miners  and 
others  engaged  in  deep-sinking  of  sliafts  this 
subsection  sliould  be  allowed  to  stand.  Some 
very  bad  accidents  have  already  occurred 
through  the  overcrowding  of  cages  by  allowing 
materials  of  a  heavy  nature  to  be  lowered  or 
raised  in  the  same  cage  with  the  man. 

"  Clause  219,  page  70.  It  is  submitted  that 
this  clause  is  a  usual  one  in  connection  with 
mining  and  manufacturing  works,  and  it 
merely  provides  for  making  the  evidence  primd 
facie  against  the  owner  in  the  event  of  any 
accident  occurring.  Owners  of  such  works 
must  be  made  to  realize  the  responsibility  for 
having  their  machinery  and  appliances  in  safe 
and  perfect  order;  otherwise  accidents  will 
happen  much  more  frequently. 

"Clause  274,  subsection  (4),  page  85.  In  line 
34  the  words  '  or  any  private  lands  respectively  * 
should  be  retained  as  a  consequential  amend- 
ment to  clause  189." 

Reasons  agreed  to,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Legislative  Council. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  four  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE   COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  11th  Aiigust,  1886. 


Second  RoadiiiK— Third  Reading— Harbours  Bill- 
Counties  Bill— Mining  Bill— Special  Powers  and 
Contracts  Bill— Municipal  Corporations  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

SECOND  READING. 
Stamp  BilL 

THIRD  READING. 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Leasing  Bill. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the 
Covmcil  doth  insist  on  its  amendments  in  the 
Harbours  Bill,  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  ap- 
pointed Managers  to  draw  up  reasons  for  such 
insistance. 

Agreed  to. 
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Subsequently  tho  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN 
moveil,  'i'hat  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bon&r,  tho  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  appointed 
Managers  for  the  Council  at  a  Free  Con- 
ference. 

Agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

ADJOURKED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Ur.  POLLEN  said  he  had  taken 
tho  trouble  ti'  ,';vj  ver>'  carefully  over  the  araend- 
menU  which  luid  befUohj«'ct<d  to  by  the  House 
of  KeprebciUcitives,  and  he  thouf{ht  the  Council 
might  very  »ell  a^'ree  to  almost  tho  whole  of 
the  propobalsi  which  were  now  made.  He  would 
j\ist  run  over  as  quickU  as  poh.^ible  the  amended 
claus'-s  to  which  exception  had  hreu  taken. 
With  regard  to  clause  •id,  the  opt  rut  ion  of  that 
clause  rtlattd  to  the  rcadjuhtnient  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  ridings.  In  the  hccond  por- 
tion of  tho  new  paragraph  an  unintL-Uigihle 
att'inpt  wri-*  ma4le  to  redistribute  the  npre- 
sentat;  »n  (f  lidnij^s  in  eountit^s ;  there  were 
cahuui'u>h»  iii\ol\cd  in  it  ha\iii;,'  icfcrcnco  to 
the  vAiiiU  1  Mi  of  a  man,  the  ninth  part  of  re- 
venue, and  the  ninth  part  of  a  county.  It  was 
a  (ioVi  innient  anuiulnu  wt,  and  was  inti.vhic^d 
at  tlic  instance  of  the  iionoiirable  geiitlciii m 
who  l.aii  ebar^'o  of  the  iJill.  He  thou^^ht  thy 
could  viry  Well  agree  not  to  in>i.-^t  on  th.e 
anieii<';;;ent  they  had  ma<ie.  Clause  47  pro- 
viiied  f.;i-  altt  ration  of  road  districts  and  ridij;p,s, 
if  net  r-.sary,  by  sptcial  order.  Tho  tinn»  in 
which  the  Older  inii,'ht  bo  inn<le  was  alt-'irtl 
fr«'Ui  tlnec  iiii.iiLi.s  to  one  nif  iitli  by  the  (\iiiu- 
cil  ;  ai-d  it  v. a:.  ct)iii|»lained  by  tlie  Hou-^e  of 
UejirC'i'iitativis  that  one  month  wus  too  short, 
and  the  other  branch  of  the  Le^iislature  pn)- 
posed  tii.it  tiie  time  should  bo  two  months,  as  a 
compr  .iiii.^e  :  this  also  he  thought  should  lie 
agr«-e:l  to.  Tho  llont-e  of  lU'i^resentativ^.s  ob- 
jected to  the  aim  ndnieiit  made  by  the  Council 
in  clau-^e  lo7,  relating  to  special  rates,  on  the 
giounil  tliat  it  was  "an  infringement  of  the 
j)riviKgrs  of  this  House,  and  the  House  trusts 
that  will  be  a  sulhcient  reason  to  induce  tlie 
Couni'il  to  waive  its  ainen<lnient."  More  tlian 
two  hundred  years  ago  Sehkn  wrote  that  Tai- 
liament-mcn  were  as  great  princes  as  any  in 
the  W(.ild,  b'cause  whatever  they  pleased  was 
privilege  of  rarliament,  and  anytliing  they  did 
not  like  was  breach  of  privilege.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  that  was  the  kind  of  doctrine  on 
this  subject  which  was  lield  by  members  in 
another  place,  and  also  by  some  members  of 
thi.s  bi-anch  of  the  Legislature.  He  did  not 
think  the  Council,  however,  had  overstepped 
its  light  in  limiting  the  amount  of  rating— not 
iniposing  a  new  rate,  but  limiting  the  amount 
of  rate  which  could  be  levied  in  counties  for 
special  purposes.  He  hoped  the  Council  would 
insist  on  its  amendment  in  that  clause.  The 
Council  had  amended  tho  new  paragraphs  in 
clause  181  bv  inserting  words  imposing  penal- 
th»s  upon  Cliairmen  of  County  Councils  for 
del.iv  in  publication  of  balance-sheet,  &c. 
He  admitted  that  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed to  be  effected  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
ientatives    ^\as   such  as   could   bo  agreed   to. 


With  regard  to  the  amendment  mideifid* 
185,  the  Bill  originally  required  ose-sa&j 
the  ratepayers  to  sign  the  petition  to 
special  audit.    That  was  altered  k)  ise 
payers— for  very  good  reaGons,  whidi  da  a 
gave  at  the  time.     It  was  now  proposed! 
the  clause  should  he  amended  by  limidi; 
number  to  one-twelfth — a  compromBevL^ 
might  also  ho  very  well  agreed  to  bjtbeCoi 
cil.     Section   105  was  the  most  importis 
those  which  had  been  brought  into  qasi 
by   these    amendments.      It  zeqisired  ait 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  ratepajea  ' 
be  recorded  in  favour  of  the  ptopcnl 
anv  special  loan  could   be  authorized  & 
raised.    The  Council  had,  he  thought, 
its    opinion  on  this  point    so   often  lai 
strongly  that  he  presumed  it  would  iKS* 
its  amendment  in  this  particular  dasse. 
was  objected,  with  regard  to  clause  289,  a* 
purported  to  enable  counties  to  establish^ 
cultural  colleges,  that  it  should  not  be 
out  of  tho  Bill.     Similarly  it  was  complasi 
that  clause   291,   which  enabled  coiistsstt 
establish  public  libraries  and  atheneaiss 
other  educational  institutions   on  tbor 
account,  should  also  have  been  struck  osL  Bl 
did  not  know  whether  the  Council  irodd t2ak 
this  of  sufficient    importance  to  l£S3«:  i^ 
their  amendment  in   this  direction;  bst  il 
thought,  on  the  whole,  that,  as  the  di^nsla 
was  to  concede  in  all  points  which  did  oS  »■ 
volvo  principle,  it  would  be  well  to  pw  wr 
in  this  also.      Clause  313  was  also  uc^iei 
It  recjuired  the  Chairmen  of  the  CoantrCaa^ 
ciLs  and  Hoad  Boards  to  make  retuiQsk& 
particular  time,  which  in  some  cases  it  e^ 
be    found    impossible    to   do,    and   peaiiti* 
WMM'o  to  be  imposed  upon  them  for  no:  ie^ 
wluit   could  not  be  done.      He  th<Ki^t  tls 
amendment  of  the   House  of  Bepies^iaais 
could  al^>o  be  agreed  to.     He  therefore  nsjiel, 
as  an  amendment,  That  this  Council  dshsl 
insist  on  its  amendments  made  in  clftQ.««s& 
47,  i<Sl,  L>S9,  291,  and  813,  but  doth  insisisiiii 
anu  ndincnts  in  clauses  157  and  195. 

The  Hon.  tho  SPEAKEB.--Befo»  pSBf 
the  aniLiidincnt,  I  think  this  will  be  &  p^yr 
c^^portunity  for  me  to  state  my  opiukm  cpn 
tile  powers  of  the  Council  with  refereas  » 
amending  certain  clauses  in  the  ConnEies^; 
and  I  may  say  that  the  same  remarks  viB 
apply  to  the  amendments  in  the  ilunicijiii 
C'uporatious  Bill,  referred  to  in  the  next  aris 
of  the  day.  The  regulation  of  thefinaooasf 
tho  local  bodies  has  become  an  impoctiEt 
feature  in  the  general  finances  of  tfaec(HaiC7f 
and  I  do  not  think  this  Council  hasaaypo*2f 
in  any  way  to  infringe  upon  tho  right  of  d» 
House  of  Representatives  to  regulate  tbegesenl 
finances.  With  regard  to  the  question  aisadif 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  as  to  how  far  this  C«nea 
might  deal  with  it,  the  same  rule  a{^l»s^ 
any  question  in  which  the  House  of  Comiaa^ 
claims  that  it  has  a  right  to  regulate  sa^ 
finances,  and  will  not  brook  anyinterfaa* 
in  dealing  with  the  matter.  I  believe  that  ^ : 
be  found  to  be  sound  constitutional  dootncfl 
and  that  applies  both  to  the  rating  daosesii 
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loantios  Bill  and  to  the  rating  clauses  in 
[unicipal  Corporations  Bill. 
»  Son.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  the 
JDr.  Pollen  had  agreed  to  give  up  a  num- 
:  amondments  to  which  objection  had  been 
1  "wlilch  were  of  far  more  importance  than 
>f  tliose  which  he  wished  to  insist  on — 
e  195.  This  clause  in  the  Counties  Bill 
ntirely  different  from  that  in  the  Municipal 
yrations  Bill ;  because  in  the  latter  case 
rliole  of  the  ratepayers  were  in  a  compact 
I,  and  could  easily  attend  the  poUing- 
1 ;  "whereas  sometimes  in  the  case  of  a 
ty  the  district  extended  over  two  or  three 
jred  miles,  and  it  was  not  expected  that 
le  ratepayers  would  go  to  the  booth  and 
d  their  votes.  He  thought  there  should 
oxno  difference  made  between  counbies 
znunicipalities.  The  honourable  gentle- 
had  conceded  the  clause  which  allowed 
counties  to  establish  agricultural  colleges, 
allowed  the  people  to  be  taxed  so  that  the 
vy  could  be  borrowed ;  and  yet  he  objected 
le  other  case.  The  honourable  gentleman 
led  to  have  conceded  every  other  honour- 
momber's  amendment,  but  insisted  on  his 
being  carried.  He  begged  to  move,  That 
Ooiuicil  do  not  insist  on  its  amendment  in 
Be  195.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gcntle- 
i  would  reconsider  this. 
tie  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
iieman  cannot  move  an  amendment  on  an 
mdznent. 

lotion,  "That  the  Council  doth  not  insist 
ts  amendments  made  in  clauses  46,  47, 181, 
,  289,  291,  and  313,"  agreed  to. 
&  the  question,  That  the  Council  insist 
its  amendments  in  clauses  167  and  195, 
he  Hon.  Mr.  LAIOIANN  said  that,  after 
explanation  which  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 
I  given  as  to  the  right  of  the  Council  in  this 
tier,  he  was  in  hope  that  the  Hon.  Dr. 
len  would  concede  this  amendment ;  but  he 
nd  that  such  was  not  the  case,  and  he 
lid  not  for  his  life  see  what  it  would  lead 
The  other  House  had  given  it  as  their 
nion  that  the  Council  had  no  right  to  alter 
I  clause,  and  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  had  in- 
sed  that  opinion;  and  yet  the  Hon.  Dr. 
lien  proposed  that  the  Council  still  insist  on 
amendment.  He  could  not  see  why  they 
raid  insist  on  the  amendment  in  clause  195. 
I  fully  agreed  with  the  statement  of  the  Hon. 
'.  Shrimski  that  in  many  cases  it  was  al- 
Mt  impossible  to  get  the  number  suggested 
tatepayers  to  vote  for  the  proposal  to  raise 
B  loan.  As  had  been  stated,  some  of  the 
Etnties  covered  over  three  hundred  miles. 
Ihe  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Where  ? 
rhe  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  his  district 
?ered  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— That  is  only 
if. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  LAHMANN  said  he  took  the 
fttement  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  as  correct, 
d  no  doubt  that  honourable  gentleman  knew 
bat  he  was  talking  about  when  he  said  that 
Mte  were  counties  which  covered  two  or  three 
ndied  miles.    It  would  be  impossible,  there- 


fore, to  get  half  the  ratepayers  in  such  a  dis- 
trict to  go  to  the  poll ;  and  what  would  be  the 
result?  Those  would  vote  who  were  against 
the  loan,  and  the  others  would  not  go  to  the 
trouble  of  voting.  He  hoped  a  Conference 
would  take  place  between  the  Managers  of  the 
two  Houses,  and,  if  the  Managers  on  behalf  of 
the  Covmcil  could  not  convince  the  Managers 
of  the  other  House,  that  they  would  not  insist 
on  their  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  his  faith  in  the 
privileges  of  the  Council  was  a  very  simple  one. 
The  Constitution  of  the  New  Zealand  Legis- 
lature was  a  statutory  Constitution,  and  the 
privileges  of  Parliament  were  defined  by  statute 
— by  an  Imperial  statute  and  by  a  statute  of 
the  local  Legislature.  It  seemed,  therefore,, 
that  the  privileges  of  the  Council  were  strictly 
defined  by  statute,  and  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  such  was  the  case.  He  was  sure 
that,  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Court  would  uphold  the  view  which 
he  had  always  taken.  If  the  Council  was  not 
to  have  a  voice  in  questions  such  as  this, — if' 
it  was  to  sit  quietly  by  and  see  the  debt  of 
the  colony  increased  and  the  burdens  placed 
on  the  people  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  became  intolerable,  and  no  word  could' 
be  said  in  defence  of  the  people  in  opposi- 
tion to  such  a  course, — then  the  sooner  the 
Council  closed  its  doors  and  members  abdicated 
their  functions  the  better.  There  was  no  one 
in  the  Council  more  disposed  than  he  was  to 
respect  the  traditions  which  were  supposed  to 
cover  the  transaction  of  business  in  another 
place.  As  long  as  he  had  been  in  the  Council 
he  had  always  done  what  he  possibly  could  to 

Erevent  any  unpleasant  relations  or  difierences 
ctween  the  two  Chambers ;  but  it  was  a  mistake 
to  raise  this  question  of  privilege  on  so  unim- 
portant a  point  as  that  contained  in  this  Bill. 
Those  privileges  which  were  claimed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  rested  upon  usage 
in  England,  no  statutory  provision  existing  at 
Home,  as  here.  Here  were  men,  with  beards 
on  their  faces  and  responsibilities  on  their 
shoulders,  who  could  take  a  rational  view 
of  things,  and  were  not  going  to  be  tied 
down  by  the  cobwebs  of  customs  and  usages, 
which,  when  mischievous,  ought  to  be  swept 
away  with  a  very  big  broom  indeed.  He  did 
not  want  to  raise  this  question ;  but,  as  it  had 
been  raised,  he  should  like  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  with  the  best  men  in  the 
other  House,  whoso  names  he  saw  attached  to- 
the  reasons  submitted.  He  thought  it  was 
better,  if  it  was  to  bo  raised  at  all,  chat  they 
should  as  soon  as  possible  come  to  some  under- 
standing on  the  subject.  Ho,  for  one,  would 
not  be  content  to  sit  there  passive,  and  to  see 
things  done  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  to 
which  he  had  not  power  to  say  Yea  or  Nay.  No 
one  sitting  there  and  feeling  the  responsibilities 
of  his  position  could  sit  down  quietly  under 
such  circumstances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  suggested,  in  re- 
ference to  clause  195,  that  some  compromise 
might  be  arrived  at  by  saying  that  the  votes  of 
absentee  proprietors  who  had  no  agent  resident 
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in  the  county  who  could  vote  for  them  should 
not  bo  counted. 

Motion,  '*  That  the  Council  insist  on  its 
amendments  in  section  157,"  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Council  insist  apon 
its  amendments  in  section  1U5, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  hoped 
that  the  Council  would  insist  on  its  amend- 
ment. It  might  be  that  one-half  the  number 
of  ratepayers  was  too  large  a  number  in  the 
•case  of  counties;  but  some  provision  of  that 
Bort  should  bo  in  the  l^ilL  It  was  for  the 
Managers  to  consider  what  compromise  should 
be  made,  and  therefore  the  Council  should 
allow  it  to  go  to  a  Conference,  and  let  a  fair 
compromise  be  arrived  at.  As  much  had  been 
fiaid  about  absentee  votes,  he  might  say  that, 
as  far  as  his  part  of  the  countrv*  wiw  concerned, 
there  wore  very  few  absentee  voters. 

Tlie  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Council  doth  insibt  on  its  amendments  in 
clause  1U5." 

Ayks,  20. 
Acland  Johnson,  G.  R.  Walker 

Batligato  Martin  Whitakcr 

Brandon  McLean  Wigley 

Brett  Miller  Williams 

l)i;:nan  I'ollen  Williamson 

Fniser  liobiuhon  Wilson. 

iJraoe  Swan.son 

NoKS,  12. 
Barnicoat  lialimann  Reynolds 

Bonar  Mantell  Scotland 

Buckley  Peacock  Shephard 

Kenny  Reeves  Shrimski. 

^lajority  for,  8. 

Mt)tion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Tlon.  Dr.  POLLEN, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  and 
the  mover  were  appointed  ^lanagcrs  to  draw- 
up  reasons  to  be  subinittod  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  sucli  insistance. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLI  .KN  subsequently  brought 
up  the  following  reasons  for  the  Council  insist- 
ing on  its  amendments  in  clauses  157  and  195 
of  this  Bill  :— 

*•  Clause  157.  The  burden  of  rates  and  taxes 
being  already  so  lieavy,  and  the  provisions  for 
the  levying  of  general  rates  in  section  157  so 
liberal,  it  appeared  to  the  Council  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers,  it  was  desirable 
that  a  reasonable  limit  should  be  put  to  the 
amount  which  could  be  levied  by  special  rates. 
As  the  amentlment  in  the  clause  does  not  im- 
pose additional  taxation,  it  is  not  certain  that 
the  Legislative  Council  can  in  this  instance 
have  infringed  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

"Clause  195.  The  object  of  the  Legislative 
•Council,  in  the  amendment  made  in  this  sec- 
tion, is  to  obtain  the  real  opinion  of  the  rate- 
payers so  far  as  that  can  be  made  evident  by  a 
recorded  majority  of  exercisable  votes  upon 
any  proposal  for  raising  a  special  loan.  The 
•whole  number  of  absentee  proprietors  will  not 
be  found  to  be  in  any  case  so  large  as  to  con- 
trol the  majority  of  voters  and  votes.  A  similar 
provision  in  the  Napier  Harbour  Board  Em- 
Hon,  Mr,  Acland 


powering  Act  and  in    *The  Gisbome 
Act,  1884,*  has  been   found  in  pnctace  ^ 
workable  and  fair;  in  both  instaaoei tk ' 
tricts  were  large  and  the  populaucs 
yet  in  each  a  vote  of  the  ratep&ress, 
unanimous,  was  readily  obtained,  becsw 
project  commended  itself  to  the  peoffc 
cemed." 

The  reasons  were  ordered  to  be  tosssad 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

MINING  BIIX. 

On  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Hosk 
Representatives  for  disagreeing  with  the  a^ 
ments  mode  by  the  Council  in  the  Mii!iB|] 
being  read, 

The  Hon.  IMr.  BONAR  said  he  bdierrdii 
were   some    amendments    which  th,« 
need   not  insist  on,   and    there   were 
probably,   which  the    Council    would  lib 
insist  on,  as  there   was   a   strong  expces 
of  opinion  in  some  instances.    He  migL*  dnij 
the  motion  by  agreeing  to  certain  claoses, 
leaving  it  to  the  Council  to  say  wheUser: 
would  agree  or  not  with  the  other  clause. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  xheC<sadk 
would  not  be  asked  to  come  to  a  deci§Io&  at 
this  question  just  now.  They  wanted  qesH 
see  what  the  amendments  were. 

Debate  adjourned. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  COXTRACT? 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Before  rag. 
the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  BiU  tk  ^ 
time,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  to  theCocad 
that  this  is  a  kind  of  legislation  that  is  ^&a^ 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  all  legislation  in  »^ 
country,  on  the  ground  that  it  joiES  togas^ 
things  that  are  very  dissimilar.  Also,sofariel 
have  been  able  to  give  cursory  atteniion  to  tb 
schedule  of  the  Bill,  it  is  a  bundle  of  local  Klb; 
and  the  most  important  observances  asdcegfi- 
lations  of  this  Council  have  been  to  exssi3i 
each  of  these  local  Bills  as  they  have  ccEJe 
before  us,  and  to  refer  them  to  difiersiit  Coa- 
mittees,  to  each  of  which  certain  dati^l^'* 
been  assigned.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  a^  a 
much  on  this  question. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— In  asking  i^ 
Council  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  I  oi^ 
say  that  I  agree  entirely  with  what  yoa,  ^ 
have  just  said;  but  I  think  this  is  the  bsta 
the  Bills  of  this  kind  wo  shall  see  in  this  Coca- 
cil.  The  procedure,  after  reading  such  a  SO 
a  second  time,  is  to  refer  it  to  the  ^^ 
Lands  Committee  for  careful  ezaminat3i».  1 
admit  that  this  is  a  class  of  legislation  wbi£^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  myself;  but  thisisfieces- 
sary  at  the  present  time,  until  we  can  JM^^^ 
stop  to  it  by  some  means  or  other.  laaiveif 
glad  of  the  expression  of  opinion  that  yon hs* 
given  ;  and,  no  doubt,  effect  will  be  given  to  Ji 
in  other  quarters.  But,  for  the  present  p- 
pose  of  carrying  out  some  of  the  agreeneSB 
referred  to  in  the  schedule  of  this  Bill,  i^  ^ 
considered  necessary.  There  is  no  doubt  thrf 
it  is  the  outcome  of  the  abolition  of  the  ^ 
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Some  of  the  old  engagements  entered 
>y  the  Provincial  Cooncils  have  not  been 
3cl,  and  are  outstanding.  I  hope  that  we 
Bee  no  more  of  these  Special  Powers  and 
Bbcts  Bills  passed  through  the  Legislature. 
▼er,  the  present  one  is  considered  neoes- 
and  I  propose  to  submit  it  to  the  usual 
I,  And,  as  soon  as  it  is  read  a  second  time, 
er  it  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  with 
V  to  its  receiving  from  that  Committee 
close  scrutiny  which  Bills  remitted  to 
Committee  receive  on  every  occasion.  I 
»  Tliat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 
)  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD.— I  do  not  pro- 
bo  object  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
is  ^oing  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
'.  must  take  exception  to  that  part  of  the 
[nent  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
sin  he  said  that  thLs  Bill  is  essentially  ne- 
ry.  Portions  of  it  may  be  necessary,  but  it 
at  be  necessary  to  the  extent  that  we  should 
id  general  Acts  in  this  Bill,  in  a  place 
e  no  one  would  ever  think  of  looking  to  see 

was  the  state  of  the  law.    To  go  no  further 

clause  6,  there  is  an  amendment  of  the 
I  Act.     Is  that  necessary  in  any  way  ?    I 

that  when  the  Bill  comes  down  from  the 
te    Lands  Committee  it  will  have    been 
ided  by  having  had   struck  out  all  those 
sea  which  interfere  with  existing  Acts. 
le  Hon.  Mr.   WIGLEY.— The  Bill  has  not 

circulated  yet,  so  that  it  is  not  before  us 
liscussion. 

le  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— -I  move,  That 
debate  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow.  It 
tonatrous  to  ask  us  to  read  it  a  second 
I  now,  especially  after  what  has  been  said 
It  it. 

otion  for  adjournment  of  debate  lost, 
ill  read  a  second  time. 

HUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
be  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  it  appeared 
un  that  the  principal  questions  which  had 
1  raised  in  reference  to  the  Counties  Bill 
Id  probably  be  the  same  as  that  which 
Id  be  raised  in  regard  to  this  Bill — the 
licipal  Corporations  Bill.  He  therefore 
lally  moved.  That  the  Council  doth  not 
Bt  on  its  amendments.  He  had  no  doubt 
b  he  would  not  be  successful  in  his  motion, 
Kise  the  same  principle  was  involved  ;  and 
vould  suggest  that  the  same  Managers  who 
i  been  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  for 
mireeing  with  certain  amendments  in.  the 
inties  Bill  should  be  appointed  in  the 
Bent  case,  inasmuch  as  it  was  practically 

same  question  to  be  decided,  and  time 
)id  be  saved  by  adopting  such  a  course, 
lie  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  did  not  know  why 
I  du^  devolved  upon  him  of  conducting  the 
K»itioQ  in  the  Council  to  this  and  other 
uures,  when  there  were  so  many  other 
wurable  gentlemen  so  much  more  capable 
m  himself  of  taking  a  leading  part  on  such 
JBtions.    However,  as  no  one  else  seemed 

be  sufficiently  interested  to  take  such  a 
rt?  he  was  always  ready  to  do  so;  and, 
vi&g  looked  over  this  Bill,  and  the  reasons 


given  for  insisting  on  the  amendments  made 
in  another  place,  he  found,  as  the  Hon^ 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  said,  that  the 
questions  raised  were  practically  the  same  in. 
this  Bill  as  in  the  Counties  Bill,  and  could 
be  determined  by  the  same  Committee.  The 
136th  and  ISTth  sections  were  amended  iit 
passing  through  the  Council  in  this  direc- 
tion :  The  amount  of  general  rates  to  be 
levied  in  any  one  year  was  originally  fixed 
at  Is.  dd.  in  the  pound,  but  was  reduced 
in  Committee  in  the  Council  to  Is.  in  the 
pound,  and  afterwards  so  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil. Upon  that  had  been  raised  a  question 
of  privilege ;  and  the  matter  could  be  dis- 
cussed and  decided  on  that  point.  Clause  219 
weLS  one  which  affected  a  local  body  —  the 
Borough  Council  of  Auckland.  In  a  general 
Act,  the  amount  of  rates,  general  and  specisJ^ 
which  could  be  levied  for  any  purpose  within 
that  borough  was  limited  to  2s.  in  the  pound. 
That  limitation  was  altered  to  this  extent: 
that,  in  case  any  portion  of  a  borough  re- 
quired a  special  loan  for  a  specially  local  work 
to  be  constructed  in  that  particular  portion  of 
the  borough,  "  separate"  rates  might  be  levied 
independently  of  the  other  levy.  It  was  that 
to  which  the  House  of  Representatives  objected. 
The  other  objection  referred  to  the  schedule. 
In  the  sclicdule  certain  Acts  were  repealed — 
namely,  "  The  Town  Districts  Act,  1881,"  and 
*'  The  Town  Districts  Act  1881  Amendment  Act,. 
1883,"  except  in  respect  of  existing  town  dis- 
tricts, so  long  as  they  continue  to  exist — and 
that  repeal  was  struck  out.  The  House  ob- 
jected that  the  creation  of  town  districts  weak- 
ened county  government,  and  that  these  bodies 
were  not  required,  since  the  creation  of  a 
borough  could  bo  easily  obtained.  He  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Tliat  the  Comicil  insist 
on  its  amendments  made  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  was  pleased  to 
hear  a  few  words  that  had  been  addressed  to 
them  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  sitting,  wbich  were  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  no  part  of  their  business  to 
lay  on  rates,  or  give  permission  to  the  local 
bodies  to  lay  on  rates,  in  opposition  to  the  will 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  219th 
clause  was  a  distinct  case  of  that  kind.  It 
came  out  that  the  Auckland  people  had  made 
an  agreement  with  the  lenders  of  money  that 
the  rates  should  be  confined  to  2s.,  and  it  was 
understood  by  the  Council  that  they  should 
have  power  to  collect  library  and  charitable- 
aid  rates  in  addition.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives had  insisted  on  the  words  '*  separate 
rates  or  "  being  struck  out ;  and  the  Council 
still  insisted  on  that  clause,  compelling  an  un- 
willing City  Council  to  collect  a  separate  rate. 
He  thought  that  was  too  much,  and  that  they 
■might  agree  to  reduce  the  rating-power,  and  to 
withdraw  these  very  objectionable  and  oppres- 
sive three  words.  If  Managers  were  appointed, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  not  insist  on  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Council  in  the  219th 
clause. 
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The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WIHTAKER  thought  his 
honourable  frifiul  was  mistakon.  What  the 
Hon  he  of  Itcpresentatives  had  done  was  to 
strike  out  those  words:  "separate  rates  or." 
They  wj^re  limited  to  a  particular  sum;  but 
now  th»  .^o  \\rrK\  struck  out  of  the  limit  it  gave 
the  loovl  bovly  a  greater  latitude  in  raising 
rates  th.in  would  have  been  given  if  the  words 
ha<l  remained  in. 

The  Amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Th«  Hon.  Dr.  POLLKN  moved.  That  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  and 
the  mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw 
up  rea-^ons  for  such  insistancc. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  rose  in  order  to 
rectify  a  slight  mistake  which  had  been  made. 
When  the  Bill  was  under  discussion  it  was 
moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr,  ^TcLcan  that  the 
Council  insist  on  its  amendments ;  whereas  it 
should  have  been,  that  the  Council  did  not 
asrce  with  the  amendments  ma<le  by  the  other 
Hou^o.  There  were  no  amendments  made  by 
the  ('onncil  in  this  Hill. 

^^()tion  aj;reed  to. 
r  Tho  Hon.  Dr.  Poi.i.kn  subsequently  brought 
up  tho  followinj?  reasons  for  tho  Council  in- 
sisting on  its  amendments  in  clauses  185,  187, 
182,  and  219,  and  in  the  First  Schedule  to  the 
Bill  :— 

••  As  to  sections  185  and  137.  The  Legisla- 
tive Council,  although  desiring  to  avoid  the 
raising  of  a  question  of  privih^ge,  cannot  admit 
that — in  seeking  to  limit  the  imposition  of  bur- 
denn  upon  tho  ratepayers  in  municipalities — it 
liar>  transgressed  the  limits  of  its  constitutional 
authority.  No  sutficient  reason  has  yet  been 
shown  for  tho  extension  of  the  existing  limit  of 
one  shilling  in  the  pound  for  general  rates  to 
fiftcenpence,  as  proposed. 

**  As  to  section  182.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
proposed  amendment  is  contrary  to  what  has 
been  the  law  in  reference  to  borrowing  in 
Municipal  Corporations  for  many  years;  but 
the  question  is,  whether  it  is  an  improvement 
upon  that  law.  It  alfimis  tho  democratic 
principle  that  in  future  the  majority,  and  not, 
as  now,  a  minority  —  possibly  small,  of  inter- 
ested, and  therefore  active,  individuals — shall 
impose  permanent  burdens  upon  municipali- 
ties. Tho  objection  as  to  absentees  is  even 
weaker  in  regard  to  a  municipality  than  to  a 
county  or  a  road  district,  and,  judging  from  ex- 
perience, if  their  votes  could  bo  properly  said 
to  count,  their  votes  could  not  seriously  affect 
tho  result  of  obtaining  the  true  opinion  of  the 
ratepayers  at  tho  poll. 

"  As  to  section  219.  The  limit  of  two  shil- 
lings in  the  pound  appears  to  refer  to  general 
and  special  rates  only,  and  not  to  exclude  the 
levying  of  a  separate  rate  for  strictly  local  pur- 
poses in  a  particular  portion  of  the  munici- 
pality. 

**  As  to  the  First  Schedule.  Tho  operation  of 
the  Town  Districts  Acts  appearing  to  be  satis- 
factory, it  was  not  considered  desirable  to 
deprive  persons  who  desired  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  provisions  of  the  opportunity  to 
do  so." 


The  reasons  were  ordered  to  be  xnssssA 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  qusitec  | 
eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRKSEXTATin 
Wednesday,  llth  AnguU,  1SS6. 


Harboon  Bill— -Countios  Bill  — MnniejpAl  < 
tions  Bill— HospitaU  and  C'h&ritable  Is£ 
Bill— New  Zealand  Ai?rleultuml  Comfasj- 
blt  and  Small-bird  Pests— E.  Kehoa— Maap 
Kait&is  Telephone  —  Sinkinc  Fund— Stwftl^ 
kaia  Vaccinator— Bobin  Creek  Sidiiic-<ii«; 
Siding— Election  Petitions  and  other  Ai3M 
han»nna  Bridge— Acclimatization  Soaeties-ll 
—Kir  William  Fox— Old  Men'i^  Horn*,  W«siCfl« 
— Bninnerton  Police-station— Greymoalb-lia 
Aleuts— llopresentation  Bill— Babbit  BC-ft 
perty  ABsessment  Bill— Settled  Land  BQi-M 
trict  Railways  Purchafiing  liill. 

Mr.  SPEASS&  took  the  cuair  at  haif-jatf  i« 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  tiie  Legi^itaB 
Council  asking  for  a  Free  Conference  oa  ft* 
subject  of  the  amendments  made  in  theB«- 
hours  Bill  by  the  Council. 

On  tho  motion  of  Mr.  LARXACH,  liasp" 
posal  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  J.  McKenae.)fc 
^lacandrew,  and  the  mover  were  appoicJei 
Managers  on  behalf  of  the  House. 

COUNTIES  BILL, 
A  message  was  received  from  the  L^Kbtew 

Council  stating  that  it  insisted  on  its  Msea* 

ments  in  clauses  157  and  lOo  of  the  Cosates 

Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.    STOUT,  it  w  ; 

resolved  to  request  a  Free  Conference  on  4«  ; 

subject ;  and  Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  ilacarti^ 

Mr.  Walker,  and  Sir  R.  Stout  were  appoaw 

Managers  on  behalf  of  the  House. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL      , 
A  message  was  receive<l  from  the  Lfgtslsow 
Council  stating  that  it  insisted  on  its  amsai- 
ments  in  the  Municipal  Corporations  BiU- 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  STOUT,  it  was  fr 
solved  to  request  a  Free  Conference  at^ 
subject ;  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart,  Mr.  SeddDB, 
Mr.  Macarthur,  and  Sir  R.  Stont  ^»€»  «r 
pointed  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  House. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSirTT- 
TIONS  BILL. 

Tho  House  proceeded  to  the  consideniai  i 
of  amendments  made  in  the  Hospitals  ai  \ 
Charitable  Institutions  Bill  by  the  Le(  "  '  ' 
Council. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  move.  That  the 
ments  made  by  the  Council  be  agreed  » 
except  that  in  section  37,  which  sepaa^ 
Piako  from  the  Thames  and  unites  it  f^ 
Waikato.  The  other  amendments  are  en^ 
technical,  but  I  move  that  that  be  distgwet 
with. 
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r.  WHYTE.— I  beg  to  move,  That  the 
idznent  in  that  clause  also  be  agreed  to. 
House  has  had  this  matter  before  it  so 
L  tliat  I  need  not  do  more  than  simply 
fcixi  that  the  motion  which  I  made 
t  'time  ago  in  this  House,  and  which  was 
rejected  by  one  vote,  proposed  to  make 
County  of  Piako  into  a  separate  county; 
tlie  Council  has  done  something  else, 
^liy  I  think,  will  to  many  members  be  less 
3tionable  than  what  I  proposed.  They 
I  tckken  it  from  one  district  and  put  it  into 
;b.er.  The  position  of  the  Council  seems  to 
bis  :  They  found  two  districts  adjacent  to 
L  other,  one  containing  fifteen  thousand 
bbitants,  and  the  other  only  nine  thousand. 
he  action  they  have  taken  they  have,  by 
Dg  the  Piako  Country  from  the  Thames 
adding  it  to  the  Waikato,  adjusted  that  as 
th.  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  put 
liher  districts  which  have  a  community  of 
rests— districts  which  can  work  together 
cably  and  pleasantly,  and  with  fairness  of 
^butions,  and,  moreover,  districts  which 
connected  by  railway.  In  adding  Piako  to 
Waikato  District  they  have  added  it  to  a 
net  with  which  it  ha£  railway  communica- 
i  by  two  branch -lines,  which  open  it  up 
test  completely.  Therefore  I  think  the 
dse  will  see  the  fairness  of  what  they  have 
By  and  will  now  agree  with  the  amendment 
Ms  clause  as  well  as  with  the  previous  ones. 
Base  it  should  be  stated  that  there  is  at  pre- 
t  no  hospital  in  the  Waikato  District,  I  may 
that  they  have  not  been  able  to  institute  one 
ough  want  of  funds,  but  that  they  are  now 
ing  steps  towards  the  establishment  of  one, 
1  it  will  be  established  within  a  short  time. 
)olonel  FRASER.— I  hope  the  House  will 
:  agree  to  this  amendment.  Honourable 
mbMers  have  often  heard  and  are  familiar 
sh  the  history  of  the  purchase  of  the  cele- 
kted  Piako  property,  wnich  has  been  spoken 
frequently  in  this  House  by  the  honour- 
le  member  for  Auckland  East.  Honourable 
onbers  know  what  that  purchase  was,  and 
this  time  they  know  whether  it  was  a  good 
a  bad  one,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
lony.  The  Piako  County  is  now  following 
the  footsteps  of  the  proprietors  of  that  pre- 
tty. They  could  not  succeed  in  getting  tneir 
ject  accomplished  in  this  House,  and  they 
.ve  had  to  go  to  another  place,  where  there 
B  some  of  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  and  it 
A  been  done  tnere,  contrary  to  the  wish  of 
it  House.  The  Pisiko  County  wished  ori- 
iially  to  be  joined  to  our  district.  I  had  no 
jection  to  it,  and  they  were  joined ;  but  now 
ey  want  to  be  joined  to  a  district  which  has 
4  no  hospital,  no  orphanage,  no  old  men's 
hige,  nor  any  other  charitable  institution, 
ley  merely  want  to  evade  the  payment  of 
fair  share  of  the  taxes  by  joinmg  another 
mnty  which  is  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
«y  are  themselves  in ;  and  I  hope  this  attempt 
I  allow  the  landed  interest  of  the  coimtry  and 
le  wealthy  people  to  escape  contributing  fairly 
»  hospitals  and  charitable  aid  will  not  be 
)lerated  by  this  House. 


Mr.  LAKE. — I  have  heard  with  some  but- 
prise  the  statements  of  the  honourablo  iTiGin- 
ber  for  the  Thames.  I  only  wish  to  reuiind 
the  House  that  the  district  now  constituted 
imder  the  amendment  of  the  Upper  House  is 
exactly  the  district  which  was  created  by  thla 
House  unanimously  last  session,  und  wa^  ac- 
cepted by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames;  for  I  myself  asked  him  it  ho  had 
the  least  objection  to  have  the  l^jako  County 
attached  to  the  Waikato  County,  fiJid  be  ^aid 
he  had  not.  It  is  connected  with  the  Waikato 
County  by  railways,  and  also  by  community 
of  interests  in  every  possible  way  ;  and,  as  to 
there  being  no  hospital  and  no  old  men's  refuge 
existing  in  the  Waikato  County,  it  is  for  that 
reason  that  wo  wish  to  be  separated — because 
we  wish  to  start  such  institutions  within  a 
reasonable  distance  and  in  some  central  posi- 
tion in  our  own  district.  The  districtn  are 
traversed  by  a  railway  in  four  diSerenfc  direc- 
tions. And,  further,  Hamilton  is  as  nearly  as 
possible  a  central  township,  from  wluuh  rail- 
ways and  roads  go  in  every  direction  ;  whereas 
Piako  is  separated  from  the  Thames  by  a  large 
tract  of  difficult  country,  and  any  one  who 
had  to  be  taken  to  the  Thames  would  have  to 
travel  over  the  same  railwayt^  to  Te  Aroha  and 
thence  down  the  river. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  really  do  not  tjeo  why  the  dis- 
trict should  not  be  separated  from  the  Thames, 
in  the  same  way  that  Waikato  la  separated 
from  Auckland ;  but  I  think:  this  question 
ought  to  show  the  House  what  the  Hospitals 
and  Charitable  Aid  Bill  reallv  lb.  There  is  no 
doubt  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  has  been 
said  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames 
— the  burden  of  supporting  the  poor  will  fall 
chiefly  on  the  largo  centres  of  population, 
while  the  rich  country  districts  will  escape  ; 
and  the  larger  the  estates  in  tLicv^e  districts  are 
the  more  readily  will  they  escape  under  thia 
Bill.  I  hold  very  strongly  that  the  support  of 
the  poor  of  the  country  ought  Lo  bo  borne,  at 
all  events,  by  what  are  calktl  L}ie  provinelal 
districts,  as  they  were,  and  thi\t  you  cannot 
localize  it  without  doing  great  injustice  in  one 
direction  or  another.  I  hop©  this  pres.-nre  for 
separation  will  convince  this  House  that  the 
Act  itself  is  fast  becoming  unworkable,  a^d 
that  it  is  throwing  on  the  ceiiirtfi  of  popula- 
tion a  burden  which  they  not  only  onght  not 
to  bear,  but  which  I  am  sure  in  time  tliey  wiU 
not  be  able  to  bear.  Wherever  popish  it  ion  is 
concentrated  there  must  neceBsarily  bo  more 
poor  people — more  people  who  are  unable  to 
support  themselves — than  there  nro  in  the 
country.  In  the  country  one  can  live  on  viiry 
little;  but  in  towns  a  man  must  have  a  consi- 
derable sum  of  money  at  his  conimand,  to  pay 
rent  and  many  other  charges  wltich  he  cannot 
evade.  While  I  regret  very  muuli  to  sec  this 
division  going  on,  it  seems  to  me  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  attempt  to  create  Kmall 
hospital  and  charitable -aid  di^^trictia^  and  I 
hope  it  will  convince  the  House  that  the  Bill  in, 
in  its  principle,  unworkable. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— I  hope  the  House 
consent  to  this  alteration  mode  by  the  ^ 
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livo  Council ;  and  if  there  has  been  a  majority 
whipped  up  to  cv.uscnt  to  this  I  trust  the  Pre- 
mier will  simpiv  drop  the  Bill.  If  this  amend- 
ment is  carried  it  means  the  ruin  of  the  County 
of  Coromandel.  It  will  make  such  a  difference 
in  the  amounts  we  have  to  pay  towards  those 
institutions  that  it  will  take  away  every  particle 
of  the  three-farthings  rate  we  raise  in  the  dis- 
trict. At  present  the  local  authorities  are 
about  to  strike  a  rate ;  but  if  this  amendment 
IS  carried  I  shall  have  to  wire  to  them  to  re- 
fuse to  strike  more  rates,  because  it  simply 
means  striking  them  for  these  institutions.  I 
think  if  this  rich  district  stands  out  its  doing 
so  will  impose  extra  burdens  on  the  other  dis- 
trictii ;  and  to  the  Coromandel  County  it  means 
ruin,  I  believe. 

Mr.  WALKER. — As  I  have  the  judicious 
amendment  of  this  measure  greatly  at  heart,  I 
should,  of  course,  do  everything  in  my  power 
in  support  of  reasonable  amendments ;  and  if 
1  did  not  support  this  amendment — providing 
not  separation,  but  recon^titution  of  the  dis- 
trict— I  should  not  be  consulting  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  districts  concerned,  and  should 
bo  false  to  all  my  previous  action  in  regard  to 
these  measures.  Although  I  am  not  so  fortu- 
nate in  regard  to  my  own  district,  I  feel  that 
this  is  only  one  step  toward  what  must  come  in 
the  future ;  and  therefore  I  congratulate  the 
lionourable  member  on  his  success,  and  trust 
that  he  will  get  this  reconstitution  affirmed  by 
this  House. 

^Ir.  O'CONOR.— I  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
Govomnient  will  see  from  the  whole  of  these 
proceedings  that  the  steps  they  have  taken 
in  localizing  the  burden  of  hospitals  and  charit- 
able aid  has  been  a  mistake  from  the  begin- 
ning. They  will  sec  on  every  possible  occasion 
a  repetition  of  the  struggle  that  has  taken 
place  in  this  House  to  free  a  certain  portion  of 
the  community  from  the  burden  of  taxation  ; 
and  it  is  evident,  from  the  power  that  wealth 
has  in  this  Huuse  and  elsewhere,  that  it  will 
bo  the  wealthy  classes  that  will  escape  tlio 
imposition  of  these  burdens.  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  abandon  this  Bill  rather  than 
adoj)t  so  retrogressive  an  amendment,  after 
the  dotermiuation  the  Premier  has  expressed 
against  these  subdivisions.  The  proposal  now 
before  the  House  may  be  in  itself  a  fair  one  as 
between  the  two  districts ;  but  I  do  not  know 
how  the  honourable  gentleman  who  advocates 
it  can  reconcile  that  with  the  statement  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames, 
who  said  ait>tiucily  that  the  object  was  to  take 
away  a  portion  uf  his  district  and  join  it  to  a 
district  where  there  was  no  hospital  and  no 
charitable  institution,  with,  of  course,  a  result 
that  it  is  clearly  seen  that  it  is  the  struggle  of 
an  isolated  district  to  escape  maintaining  the 
poor,  to  escape  contributing  towards  charit- 
able aid.  I  should  have  liked  the  Premier  to 
have  expressed  his  opinions  a  little  more 
freely  than  ho  did  on  moving  that  this  amend- 
ment be  not  agreed  to.  I  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  abandon  the  Bill — withdraw  it 
altc»'4oilu.'r  —  and  give  us  iu  the  place  of  it 
—  Mr,  Cadvian 


something  like  a  national  provision  kz  i^ 
maintenance  of  the  poor. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qoestiaa.  *^1m 
the  words  *  save  the  amendments  made  is  d 
37 '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Majority  against,  II. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendments  made  by  the  Legislati?e  Cc3B» 
cil  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  AGRICULTURAL  COM- 
PANY. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  desire  to  bring  a  i 
matter  before  the  House.  A  few^  nights  a^ 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  in  speaking,  vsed,  I 
believe,  the  following  words.    He  said,— 

*♦  I  say,  from  my  recollection,  that  there^es 
promoters  and  promoters  of  the  Agricnltanl 
Company.  There  were  persons  connected  «itk 
that  company  who  possibly  did  receive  cetia 
commissions  for  organizing  the  company,  loi 
there  were  promoters  like  thehonourahlemaB- 
her  for  Auckland  East,  who,  I  have  no  docte» 
did  not  receive  one  farthing  for  commissioB  oc 
anything  of  the  kind." 

I  believed  at  the  time  that  such  words  h» 
been  used,  but  I  could  hardly  credit  that  sac^ 
a  statement  should  be  made  regarding  myscHi 
and  I  waited  for  some  confinnation  of  it. 
Having  had  his  speech  sent  to  me— I  got  it 
yesterday — I  found  this  in  the  report.  Afta» 
conversation  which  passed  in  the  House,  tha» 
words  that  I  have  just  read  out  having  tofi 
uttered  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  I  applied  to 
you,  Sir,  in  the  evening,  wishing  to  hiixsgii 
forward  inmiediately  ;  but  at  your  sugges6<a 
and  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Houj^il 
arranged  that  I  would  bring  it  forward  to-«»y. 
In  the  first  place,  I  would  ask  the  >Iimster.iB 
he  use  language  of  that  kind  or  not  ?  Does » 
admit  using  it  ?    And  I  put  it  to  him  becaoaJ 
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liderstand  that  this  has  been  put  into  the 
spckpers — that  the  report  has  gone  from  here. 
cef  ore  I  wish  to  know  whether  he  does  or 
(  not  admit  that  he  used  that  language. 
X.  BALLANCE. — In  reference  to  this  ques- 
,  I  believe,  from  my  recollection  of  what  I 
,  &iid  also  from  a  reference  to  the  Hansard 
»rt,  which  came  before  me  in  the  usual 
rae,  that  I  did  use  the  words  now  read  out 
^e  honourable  member.  I  also  explained 
sense,  I  think,  in  which  I  used  the  words, 
ob.  the  honourable  member  has  not  quoted. 
Ji  regard  to  the  other  point — that  this  re- 
i  has  gone  to  the  newspapers — I  have  to  say 
L  it  has  not  been  sent  to  the  newspapers  by 

or  at  my  instigation.  I  know  nothing  of 
h  a  report  having  been  sent  to  the  news- 
ers.  I  merely  state  the  fact,  without  any 
;her  comment  upon  it. 
ir  G.  GREY.— Referrmg  to  the  last  part 
i,  I  answer  that,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
a  used  those  words,  clearly  it  was  at  his  I  in- 
;ation  that  it  would  go  to  the  newspapers. 
It.  speaker.— I  do  not  see  that  that 
ows  at  all.  It  is  optional  with  the  Press 
publish  or  suppress  what  is  uttered  in  the 
use.  It  is  the  newspaper  correspondent,  I 
•aid  think,  in  most  cases,  who  causes  the 
>iication  in  the  papers. 
>ir  G.  GREY. — I  simply  mean  that  they 
pe  necessarily  reported.  They  originated 
m  him.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was 
I  originator  of  these  words.  , 
Ion.  Members. — Question. 
5ir  G.  GREY. — I  am  not  aware  that  I  am 
nmitting  a  breach  of  order.  I  think  I  may 
ak  in  my  own  defence  without  being  spoken 
in  that  manner.  Mr.  Speaker  will,  I  have 
doubt,  interfere  if  I  do  wrong.  Now,  I  have 
tply  to  say  this  :  that  I  give  that  statement 
positive  and  absolute  denial,  and  I  do  this 
sausc  I  conceive — I  hardly  know  how  to  ex- 
!M  myself,  but  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed 
be  a  promoter  of  such  a  company.    That  is 

I  say.  I  ask  the  honourable  member  if  he 
U  have  a  Committee  appointed,  with  a  view 

prove  his  words  before  it.  I  think  that 
mid  be  the  proper  course  to  take.  He  makes 
is  statement.    I  say  it  is  positively  contrary 

fact,  and  I  give  an  absolute  denial  to  it. 
lat  is  the  position  I  take  now. 
Mr.  BALLANCE.— First  of  all,  I  should  like 

ask  you,  Sir,  whether — after  I  have  stated 
at  I  did  not  send  a  report  of  that  kind  to  the 
!wspapers,  and  have  given  a  most  positive 
nial  of  having  done  so — the  honourable 
nUeman  is  in  order  in  persisting  in  saying 
*t  I  instigated  that  report  being  sent  to  the 
(wspapers. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  at  once  said  that  I 
lought  that  that  remark  was  not  in  order. 
i  course,  if  words  are  uttered  in  this  House, 
My  may  be  reported  in  the  newspapers,  but 
M  does  not  imply  that  the  member  using  the 
M^  instigated  the  report. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Now  with  regard  to  the 
^  part.  I  gave  my  recollection  of  what  took 
^  in  1878.  I  have  appealed  since  to  one 
f  two  of  my  colleagues,  and  they  have  the  I 
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same  recollection.  They  have  the  same  nool* 
lection  as  myself,  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  did  give  his  sanction  to  the  company; 
and  it  was  upon  that  fact  or  recollection  of 
his  sanction  being  given  to  the  company  that 
I  made  the  statement  that  he  was  one  of  the 
promoters. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Name  the  gentlemen  who 
say  this. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  will.  I  have  referred 
to  my  colleague  the  Premier,  who  was  also  a 
colleague  of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
time.  I  referred  also  to  Sir  George  Whitmore. 
The  recollection  of  both  those  gentlemen  is  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  give  his  sanction 
at  the  time  to  the  company.  Now,  with  regard 
to  a  Committee,  I  do  not  think  the  <  :ius  is 
upon  me  to  ask  for  a  Committee — I  rather 
think  the  onus  is  upon  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  because  it  must  be  in  the  mind  of  the 
House  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
made  repeatedly,  from  time  to  time,  grave 
charges  against  his  own  colleagues  with  re- 
gard to  this  Agricultural  Company,  whilo  he 
has  not  attempted  to  prove  them,  and  they 
have  only  reflected  upon  himself.  I  have 
given  my  impression,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
my  recollection  is  correct;  and  I  would  say, 
further,  that  I  never  had  any  interest  what- 
ever in  the  company,  direct  or  indirect,  of  a 
pecuniary  character.  I  said  that  the  only 
interest  I  had  in  the  company  was  to  see  it 
successful,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  perform- 
ing colonizing  operations.  That  is  all  I  have 
got  to  say. 

Sir  O.  GREY.-^The  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  stated  whether  Sir  George  Whitmore 
and  the  Premier  have  said  that  I  was  a  pro- 
moter of  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  have  stated  the  sense  in 
which  that  term  was  used.  I  said  **  sanction." 
My  own  recollection  was  that  he  gave  his  sanc- 
tion to  the  company ;  and  I  think  if  he  ^viIl  read 
from  Hansard  the  report  of  my  speech  the 
other  evening  he  will  find  it  was  upon  the  fact 
that  he  had  given  his  sanction  that  I  used  the 
term  that  he  was  a  ** promoter;  "  and  he  will 
also  see,  and  the  House  will  see,  that  I  used 
that  term  in  no  offensive  sense.  I  pointed  out 
that  his  motive  was  the  same  as  my  own— to 
promote  colonization. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— We  have  now  had  asser- 
tion  and  counter-assertion,  and  I  feel  certain 
I  should  not  allow  the  matter  to  go  any  further. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — May  I  move  for  a  Commit- 
tee ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  must  give  notice. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — May  I  have  an  opportunity 
of  reading  to  the  House  part  of  the  papers  laid 
on  the  table  yesterday,  which  fully  controvert 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  member 
will  have  to  put  himself  in  order  by  the  usual 
course  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  much  as  I  decry  that  course,  which, 
used  as  it  now  is,  is  an  abuse  of  a  valuable 
privilege. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then,  Sir,  I  move  the  ad- 
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jorrnnifnt  of  the  Ifou«o.  I  wi'^h  very  much  to 
%vi  iii>«'flf  ric)it  with  the  Hou^e  on  the  Rubjtct, 
bi•^au«^e  I  briifvc  thw  New  Zeid&nd  Agricul- 
tiiuil  Cutnp&iiv  has  vorkcclcvil  to  a  jyroat  many 
p«  rhoiih,  arid  1  hhould  think  T#»n- meanly  of  my- 
fcelf  iiid<  ed  hrwl  1  Uen  a  promoter  of  that  cr-m- 
pany.  First  of  all.  I  hhould  hke  to  have  beard 
what  Sir  Ocorgi-  Whitmorc  baid  ;  for  I  can 
hardly  tindiTstdiid  that  ho  could  have  made 
hiK'b  a  htuliinent  as  tho  Minit^tor  of  Lands 
aiUceB,  and  1  think  there  must  be  some  mis- 
umlfrstanding  as  to  what  he  paid,  because  it 
is  directly  coritrftr>-  to  Iiik  sp.  rch  made  at  the 
time.  1  wo'ild  js^iut  out  tiiiii :  The  question 
Wits  jf.stiiicily  put  to  tlni  pnsent  Treasurer — 
wlittui,  I  muht  hav,  au  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
in  reference  to  this  eomimny,  I  have  not  known 
as  m  any  way  pushing  himself  forward  in  it. 
I  po^l lively  a«s«»rt  that  I  never  knew  he  was 
connected  with  the  company  until  after  tho  re- 
c<'ii)t  of  his  teUgram.  The  Agent-General  was 
wind  to— 

Mr.  BALLANCE.-Whatdate? 

Sir  G.  GiiKY.— There  is  no  date.  fTelegram 
read,  J  I  think  that  nmII  convince  the  House  that 
there  wok  a  con«sonsus  b«'tween  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
and  the  present  Prcinior  as  to  who  were  the 
Ministerfa  \>lio  knew  the  Agent-General  was  to 
j<»iu  the  company.  The  Agent-(ieneral  states, 
in  precise  terms,'  ••  Sumt  certainly,  and,  to  the 
hf'^t  of  my  b«liof,  Maoandrow  and  Ballance." 
Tho  IVemiiT  himself  says,  in  reply,  *•  Sir  Julius 
Vogt'l's  telegram  is  correct."  Now,  I  rest  upon 
that.  Sir,  I  think  that  is  conclusive  evidence 
as  to  what  was  the  impression  at  tho  time; 
and  Sir  Geoi'^e  Whitmorc 's  speech  says  the 
mmo  thing.  These  are  the  witnesses  I  call  in 
my  dofonce.  Kurthermoro,  the  Premier  has 
itated  that  he  came  to  me  and  proposed  that  I 
should  join  the  company;  but  he  did  not  state 
that  I  knew  nothing  about  the  company  at  that 
time,  which  I  certainly  did  not— at  that  period 
I  did  not  know  anything  at  all  about  it.  I 
therefore  simply  leave  it  to  honourable  gentle- 
men whether  there  is  tho  slightest  proof  of  any 
kind  of  my  having  been  concerned  in  promoting 
the  comi)aiiy — wliether,  in  fact,  there  is  not  the 
direct  testimony  of  tho  best  authorities  that 
I  knew  nothing  whatever  about  this  matter. 
Then,  it  is  quite  clear  that  I  refused,  on  being 
applied  to  by  tlie  Attorney-General,  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it;  and  it  is  quite  clear  that, 
a  day  or  two  after  that,  tho  Attorney-General 
and  the  present  Minister  of  Lands,  who  were 
provisional  directors  of  the  company,  retired 
from  their  ottices.  Now,  is  it  likely  that,  if 
there  hod  been  a  consensus  of  opinion  between 
us  previously  that  they  were  to  be  in  oftice  in 
the  company,  or  that  the  Agent-General  was  to 
be  in  it,— if  I  was  a  promoter  and  consenting 
party, — they  would  liavo  unhesitatingly  retired 
without  saying  a  single  word  to  me  on  the 
subject  ?  then,  I  put  this  to  tho  House  :  Tho 
Agent-Gonen  I,  when  writing  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  13th  Fcbruar>',  1879,  informing  us 
that  he  had  become  a  director  of  the  company, 
said  not  a  word  as  to  its  having  been  arranged 
with  us.  There  is  not  a  word  in  his  letter  to 
«tty  that  I  was  cognizant  of  the  matter,  or  that 
Sir  G.  Grey 


an  arnirccment  of  the  Vind  had  hm 
That  i>  the  first  point.     And  on  tbs 
his  lett'ir.  what  did  I  do?     I  imiBfifitthrM 
him  iiub  telegrmzn  : — 

Wclljupton,  St&d  April-Ja 

"  Aircnt-Gcneral  appointed  additiail  ifl 
inscri  t*ed  stock-     Instmctic  ns  by  aezs  si^ 

—and  I  can  Ftate  what  th*  rtijeetc'^ 
that  was.  I  felt  that  the  re*5t  of  risfci?* 
mi;;ht  be  very  unpleasant  to  faim^SDiJlnii 
to  bhow  there  was  no  Inrking  ill-&ela(  ^^ 
mind  in  what  I  did.   Then  cametfaocvjis^ 

•'  Government  cannot  approw  aa««< 
Agricultural  Companj.  'Request  jot  m^ 
early  retirement  therefrom.  -fias.] 

*'  Voj;el,  London." 

The  moment  I  heard  he  had  takas£»fli 
was  the  telegram  I  sent.  Coali  I  hin  M 
that  if  I  had  arranged  with  him  to  tafa4 
oflice,  and  would  the  Cabinet  have  oscm 
to  such  a  telegram  going  in  thatctfe?  li* 
it  to  the  House.  Further  conespopi* 
passed,  and  the  Agent-GeneraL,  in  pcaJ« 
fact,  was  unwilling  to  retire :  I  foax^^7^< 
taking  place.  The  next  telegram  I  sai-^ 
sidering  his  letter  was  not  definite— wMtii*- 
•*  Wellington,  20fch  Septembff.1?^ 

"  Government  considered  letter  17di  Ja 
Still  holds  former  opinion.  Nowraqoesfe^i 
resign  director  Agricultural  Company  ii«* 
Reply  *  Yes '  or  *  No  *  by  telegiam-  Gv«> 
mcnt  cannot  allow  Agent-General  t»kBpi&« 
anv  politics  at  Home,  or  in  private  btsinea' 

•''  Vogel,  London."  "O"^ 

Could  auNiihing  be  more  definite  than  tins- 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— What  is  the  da* « 
that  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  20th  S€ptember,15nL  il 
these  telegrams  were  sent  with  the  W'ljJ 
of  tlie  Cabinet,  and  no  remonstrsDoe  ••^ 
to  their  being  sent.  I  can  poaitiTdy  «s" 
that,  until  I  was  spoken  to  by  the  iaicg 
General  on  the  subject,  I  had  no  bo»iwP 
whatever  that  such  a  thing  as  theKffZ* 
land  Agricultural  Company  existed;  >Bd^ 
has  been  stated  in  plain  and  direct  tenwaj 
I  had  been  a  promoter  of  tho  comply -^ 
it  has  further  been  directly  stated  thst  I" 
authorized  the  Agent-General  to  take  the c3* 
of  a  director  of  that  company.  Sir,  I !«»« ^ 
to  "he  House  to  judge  between mysdliw^ 
accusers. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  say  one  or  w 
words.  I  will  give  my  recoUectioii  of  ifct* 
tcr,  and  correct  something  that  b»i  ^^^ 
been  said  to  the  House  which  is  iDConert- 
namely,  that  when  the  company  wssflc»l«^  J 
London  my  name  and  that  of  the  Mini*^'* 
Lands  appeared  in  the  prospectas.  rfi>2' 
entirely  incorrect. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  never  said  that  Is^^ 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  s  pro*]-^*' 
director ;  and,  further,  I  said  that  he  had  Wj 
and  continued  for  a  long  time  to  be,  the  ^p 
agent  of  the  company. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— My  firm  was.  ThsiKj^^" 
correct.  When  the  company  '"'*8^^'j|J 
buy  a  largo  estate,  on  which  it  waspnp*** 
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sxzukll  settlements,  I  was  exceedingly 
to  see  it  started,  and  I  did  everything  I 
to  lielp  it  forward.  That  was  the  object 
3  company:  in  fact,  it  was  to  do  what 
oxiourable  gentleman  proposes  the  Govem- 
eliould  do  under  his  Land  for  Settlement 
-exactly  the  same  thing.  I  was  asked  if 
aid  be  a  provisional  director ;  and,  inas- 
L  «iS  the  terms  of  sale  to  the  company 
fijcecl  lower  than  those  at  which  ultimately 
^nd.  -was  sold  to  the  company,  I  agreed,  as 
Lx.  BaJlance ;  but  we  afterwards  ceased  to 
ovisional  directors.  The  honourable  mem- 
or  Auckland  East  was  asked  if  he  would 
—  myself  and  Mr.  Sheehan  being  present 
'him. — and  be  stated  that  he  cordially  ap- 
>d  of  the  object  of  the  company,  bat  that, 

15  lie  could  give  his  full  time  and  attention 
le  matter,  he  would  not  become  a  pro- 
lutl  director.  The  honourable  genUoman, 
^fore,  knew  early  in  1878  of  the  fact  of  the 
pany  being  floated,  and  of  myself  and  Air. 
uioe  being  provisional  directors,  and  he 
ially  approved  of  the  objects  of  the  com- 
r.  I  do  not  say  that  we  went  into  the 
ition  of  price  or  profit,  or  anything  of  that 
;  bat  -what  I  have  said  is  what  took  place. 
U  say  one  or  two  words  farther.  The  pro- 
mal  prospectus,  drawn  up  in  the  colony, 
(ainea  our  names  as  provisional  directors  ; 

that  prospectus  was  quite  different  from 
prospectus  actually  issued  in  London^  a  copy 
nrhicn  I  hold  in  my  hand  now.  Neither 
name  nor  the  name  of  my  colleague  ap- 
rs  in  it.  As  to  the  connection  of  the  Colo- 
l  Treasurer,  as  Agent  -  General,  with  the 
ipany,  I  certainly  thought  that  not  only 
three  members  of  the  Cabinet,  but  that  the 
linet  aa  a  whole,  knew  about  the  matter. 
fct  was  my  impression ;  and  I  said  in  my  tele- 
m  that  I  knew,  and  I  thought  the  other 
mbers  of  the  Ministry  were  aware,  of  his 
antion  to  join  the  company  as  a  director. 
nuB  under  the  impression  that  none  of  the 
mbers  of  the  Alinistry  were  ignorant  of  it. 
course,  I  will  not  say  positively  that  the 
nourable  member  for  Auckland  East  knew, 
bought  Mr.  Sheehan  explained  the  matter 
him.  But  if  he  says  that  it  was  not  so  I 
I  willing  to  accept  his  statement.  As  to  the 
tier  matters  in  reference  to  this  company,  I 
iieved  then,  and  I  believe  now.,  that  if  the 
Lce  of  land  had  kept  up  this  compemy  would 
bve  been  a  financial  success,  and  would  have 
me  an  immense  deal  of  good  to  the  district. 
M  has  only  to  look  at  the  census  returns  now 
id  compare  them  with  the  returns  before  the 
tmpany  started  to  see  the  enormous  increase 
I  the  number  of  people  on  the  land  compared 
ith  the  number  before  the  company  took  over 
le  estates.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
snding  a  telegram  to  London  requesting  the 
gent -General  to  cease  his  connection  with 

16  company,  he  will  remember  that  he  did 
otsend  that  telegram,  but  that  it  was  after 
uutdtation  with  the  Cabinet  that  it  was  sent. 
U  will  also  remember,  if  he  wishes  to  go  back 
0  Cabinet  matters — and  I  think  it  is  undesir- 
^  to  do  so— <that  there  were  other  reasons 


orged  why  that  telegram  should  be  sent.  He 
was  aware  that  some  members  of  the  Cabinet 
wiRhed  another  Agent-General  appointed.  I 
will  not  go  further  than  that.  The  first  tele- 
gram that  he  sent,  I  think  he  will  find — I  am 
speaking  from  memory,  but  I  think  my  me- 
mory is  correct — ^must  have  been  sent  during 
the  month  of  April,  1879.  That  is  my  recol- 
lection of  the  matter.  I  could  give  my  recol- 
lection of  the  whole  matter  right  through.  I 
should  like  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say 
whether  my  recollection  is  correct — that  the 
first  telegram  was  sent  in  April,  1879,  that  the 
Agent-Qeneral  must  not  be  a  director  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  KERB. — 1  really  caimot  understand  why 
this  discussion  goes  on.  I  can  make  neither 
head  nor  tail  of  the  matter.  The  Premier  makes 
some  slight  reference  to  what  was  said  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  says  that  the  Agent-General  was 
asked  to  resign.  What  was  the  reason  of 
that  ?  There  is  something  behind  that,  I  have 
no  doubt.  The  honourable  member  fox  Auck- 
land East  reads  bits  of  telegrams,  but  we  do 
not  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter.  If  those 
honourable  gentlemen  want  us  to  be  judges 
between  them,  why  not  tell  us  the  whole  of  the 
facts?  I  have  paid  attention  to  both  sides, 
and,  whether  or  not  it  is  that  I  am  very  dull  of 
comprehension,  I  can  make  nothing  of  it  what- 
ever; and  I  say  there  are  very  few  people  in 
the  House  who  can  judge  of  the  matter. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks  further  on  this  subject,  in  reply  to  the 
Premier.  The  Premier  makes  the  assertion  that 
the  object  aimed  at  by  the  New  Zealand  Agri- 
cultural Company  was  the  same  thing  as  that 
of  the  Land  for  Settlement  Bill.  They  are 
two  totally  distinct  things.  Were  any  persons 
connected  with  the  Land  for  Settlement  Bill, 
if  they  got  it  floated  or  brought  into  operation, 
to  receive  immense  sums  of  money?  Was 
there  a  company  to  make  a  profit  out  of  it,  a 
laige  profit?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  There  is 
no  relation  at  all  between  the  two  things.  The 
Land  for  Settlement  Bill  was  to  enable  people 
to  get  land  with  the  greatest  possible  case, 
only  paying  a  rental,  and  to  enable  us  to  get 
possession  of  valuable  lands  for  the  sake  of 
putting  settlers  upon  them.  Here  was  a  totally 
difiercnt  project.  And,  then,  another  thing 
I  may  say.  The  Premier  said  that  I  stated 
that  I  cordially  agreed  with  the  company.  I 
said  nothing  of  the  kind — because  immediately 
after,  within  an  hour  or  two  of  when  I  was 
requested  to  join  the  company,  I  was  informed 
that  £40,000  was  to  be  shared  between  the 
promoters.  I  was  informed  of  that,  and  I 
immediately  formed  this  opinion  in  my  own 
mind :  that  to  give  so  large  a  sum  for  persons 
to  promote  a  company  showed  that  there  was 
some  extraordinary  profit  to  be  made. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  entirely  incorrect. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  I  was  told  that  that 
was  to  be  the  case,  and  I  believe  large  sums 
were  shared.  Believing  that  such  large  sums 
were  to  be  shared,  I  felt  that  it  could  not  be  a 
very  good  transaction  to  be  carried  on :  and  I 
could  not  have  approved  of  the  company.    That^ 
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I  did  not  approYo  of  iU  principles  is  plainly 
shown,  because  two  Ministers  retired  nom  it 
the  moment  I  knew  of  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No;  absolutely  inoorrect. 
The  honourable  member  has  been  miiinlormed. 

Sir  O.  GREY.— They  did  retire. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  will  explain,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  allow  me.  Among  the  pro- 
visional directors  pronosed  in  New  Zealand  our 
names  were  included,  but  when  the  company 
was  transferred  to  London  that  prospectus  was 
entirely  departed  from,  and  a  new  prospectus 
was  issued,  and  we  were  never  asked  to  allow 
our  names  to  be  put  in  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  understood  at  the  time  that 
the  honourable  gentlemen  retired.  I  was  cer- 
tainly told  at  the  time  that  they  had  retired. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— By  whom  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  was  by  some  member  of 
tlio  Cabinet ;  I  could  not  say  by  whom.  The 
honcurable  gentleman  can  give  the  dates  of 
the  retirement,  and  prove  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— They  never  did  retire.  The 
honourable  gentleman  misunderstands  me. 

Sir  G.  GREY.- 1  have  simply  to  say  that  I 
did  not  cordially  approve  of  the  Agricultural 
Company.  From  the  first,  and  especially  when 
I  believed  that  largo  sums  were  to  be  paid 
to  the  promoters  of  the  company,  I  formed  a 
Terr  strong  prejudice  against  it;  and  also,  on 
finding  that  Government  officers  were  to  be 
employed  in  it,  I  thought  the  whole  trans- 
action was  a  wrong  one.  I  never  had  anv- 
thing  to  do  with  it,  from  the  first.  My  sole 
knowledge  of  it  was  in  a  converRation  with  the 
present  Premier,  when  he  came  to  me  and 
sought  my  support,  and  I  felt  ofTended  at  his 
having  done  it.  I  felt  offended  at  the  applica- 
tion that  was  made  to  me.  I  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it  from  that  time,  and  I  did 
not  know  about  it  until  some  one  sent  me  a 
report  of  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany ;  and  during  the  last  recess  I  went 
thoroughlv  into  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKKU.— I  really  must  request  the 
honourable  members  not  to  waste  the  time  of 
the  House  with  those  criminatory  and  recrimi- 
natory remarks.  The  House  has  still  a  great 
deal  of  public  business  to  get  through,  which 
cannot  be  reached  unless  I  interpose  and 
check  the  bandying  of  personalities  between 
the  two  honourable  gentlemen. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  date  of  the  conversa- 
tion with  the  honourable  member  was  about 
April  or  May,  187H,  and  at  that  time  there  wa.s 
no  mention  to  me  of  any  person  getting  any 
-  money  whatever  for  floating  the  company. 

Llotion  negatived. 

RABBIT  AND  SMALL-BIRD  PESTS. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will,  during  the  recess,  submit 
to  M.  Louis  Pasteur,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
I'aris,  particulars  of  the  rabbit  and  small-bird 
pests  of  this  colony,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
his  advice  as  to  the  introduction  of  the  virus 
of  some  disease  or  virulent  malady  for  their  do- 
—       Sir  O.  Grey 


stniotion  f  The  attempts  whidi  bid  \21kk 
been  made  to  get  rid  of  the  raU>it-pat,Bi4l 
of  the  small-bird  pest,  had  beentsftgnti 
tent  ineffective.  Anybody  who  had  nai^ 
the  advance  of  scientific  resescchiBtlKlal 
of  M.  Pasteur  must  have  bees  stnck^ 
the  extraordinary  resolts  which  hsd  bwi 
veloped  from  his  disooveriea,  end  mofi  ha 
been  amazed  at  the  astonishing  vsj  a  4" 
he  treated  the  virus  of  different  diauei 
appeared  quite  plain  that  this  wsi  tiM 
wmch  they  should  seek  relief  from  tb 
pest  in  New  Zealand.  He  believed  tbt  if  li 
Government  or  anybody  else  would,  ^00%% 
recess,  communicate  with  M.  Psskeorbiidi 
point  out  some  means  by  which  the  zbUlIiiI 
small-bird  nuisances  could  be  got  zidoi 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  that  the  mtftirvi 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  he  would 
it  dunng  the  recess. 

E.  NEHUA. 

Mr.  HAKUENE  asked  the  Oomsi^ 
What  steps  they  intend  to  take  inth  e^i^ 
to  the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  C^osbSk 
on  the  petition  of  Em  Nehua  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that,  in  wfstisMt 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  CaBsiaSr 
the  matter  was  being  inquired  into,  lod  tke 
Resident  Magistrate,  Mr.  Clendoo,  hi  bea 
requested  to  report  on  the  question. 

MANGONUI-KAITAIA  TELEPH0>1 
Mr.  HAKUENE  asked  the  Gownnw&H 
they  will  favourably  consider  the  sduswoT 
of  erecting  a  telephone  or  tclegrsphliKfeaa 
Mangonui  to  Kaitaia?  This  line  wmkC^ 
branch-line :  it  was  part  of  the  sisia  tekgnc- 
line  to  the  North  Cape.  There  we  i  Ik? 
number  of  Natives  and  Europeans  liriug  is  »J 
district.  He  would  like  to  see  the  teiW 
line  carried  through  the  Islands,  like  the  tatf- 
bone  of  a  fish— that  was  to  s»y.  ^l"*"^ 
from  one  end  of  the  Island  to  the  othcr-a* 
the  head  to  the  tail.  As  Wellington  ns  »^ 
seat  of  Government  it  was  very  ^^'f^'*^.^ 
it  should  be  in  direct  communicatioDwitt» 
parts  of  the  Island.  . 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  question  hid»aaf 
been  asked  bv  the  honourable  member  to* 
Bay  of  Islands.  He  had  gone  into  the  n»t». 
and  quite  agreed  with  the  honoiusble^^^ 
man  who  had  just  spoken  that  it  »»*  ^\ 
able  very  much  to  extend  the  telepboce  >&: 
telegraph  system ;  but  the  Govenunet^  op- 
enly a  certain  amount  of  means  st  ^^^^ 
mand,  and  could  only  proceed  wth  th?^ 
from  time  to  time  as  circumstances  jo*^ 
their  doing  so.  They  had  first  to  ^^f^ 
parts  of  the  country  which  would  V^^ 
most  revenue.  Unfortunately,  bowewi  tl*^ 
able,  for  other  reasons,  it  might  betoffl»*fi^ 
connection,  the  cost  would  be  so  lsn?«  J^F 
portion  to  the  probable  revenue  *^**\^*?.! 
not  at  present  grant  the  request  of  the  bcwB 
able  gentleman:  in  fact,  the  departmew 
making  no  more  extensions  this  1^' 
was  told  that  the  cost  of  making  thu  w[ 
nection  would  be  £1,500,  while  the  fl«F 
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\  eonld  not  reckon  on  a  revonue  of  more 
£aO.  An  offer  had  been  made  to  the 
Let  to  constract  the  work  for  a  sabsidy  of 
per  a»nnam,  which  would  be  reduced  from 
to  time  if  the  receipts  justified  it.  He 
i  not  help  thinking  that  this  was  a  liberal 
,  and  it  would  be  well  worth  the  while  of 
lonotirable  gentleman  to  advise  those  who 
I  interested  in  the  district  to  agree  to  it. 

SINKINO  FUND, 
r.  lilGWMAN,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  John- 
,  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If  he  can 
any  information  to  the  House  as  to  the 
>  when  any  considerable  portion  of  the 
■aed  sinking  fund  will  be  set  free,  and  be- 
e  available  for  public  works?  He  would 
lad  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  also 
e  the  amount  that  would  be  set  free. 
Ir  J.  VOGEL  had  no  more  information  to 
I  on  the  subject  than  was  contained  in  the 
ancial  Statement. 

SOUTH  RAKAIA  VACCINATOR. 
Ir.  IVESS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
y  will  consider  the  desirability  of  making 
le  arrangement  with  one  of  the  medicaJ 
ctitioners  residing  at  Ashburton  to  visit 
ith  Rakaia  periodically,  with  a  view  to 
>rding  the  public  in  that  district  facilities 
vaccinating  their  children  ?  He  asked  the 
sstion  at  tho  earnest  request  of  the  inhabi- 
its  of  the  district,  who  were  seriously  incon- 
lienced  by  having  to  send  their  children  to 
hburton,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  at  a 
3t  of  5s.  each  trip,  to  have  them  vaccinated. 
lere  were  some  six  or  seven  hundred  people 
dding  in  South  Bakaia,  and  he  trusted  the 
yvemment  would  extend  the  same  facilities 
that  place  as  he  understood  they  were  giving 
other  places. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  steps  were  being  taken  to 
iTry  out  this  arrangement. 

BOBIN  CREEK  SIDING. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
forks,  Why  the  siding  at  Bobin  Creek,  on  the 
gapara  Railway,  has  not  been  constructed 
Bt,  although  promised  two  yestrs  ago  ?  It  was 
ow  three  years  since  a  promise  had  been 
lade  to  do  this  work.  A  former  Minister  of 
lie  Grown  had  got  a  siding  put  up  for  his  own 
OQvenience. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Certainly  he  did  not. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  a  public  meeting  had 
wen  held  to  request  that  the  siding  should  be 
mt  in  tho  proper  place,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
»  done. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the  con- 
lition  on  which  the  promise  had  been  made 
MM  that  about  a  half  or  three-fourths  of  an 
MJiB  of  land  should  be  given  for  the  siding.  A 
lATge  amount  of  correspondence  had  taken 
^lace  on  the  subject,  but  the  owner  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  convey  the  land  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON  wished  to  say  that  the 
bonourable  member,  in  asking  his  question,  had 
siade  a  statement,  no  doubt  unintentionally. 


that  a  former  Minister  of  the  Crc^wn  bad  got 
a  siding  put  up  on  his  own  laud  for  his  own 
convenience.  The  honourable  member  was 
entirely  mistaken,  and  a  denial  of  that  state- 
ment had  already  been  given  ouce  or  ti^ico 
in  the  House.  The  whole  matter  had  been 
thoroughly  gone  into,  and  it  had  \iQ^n  shown 
that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  truth  in  the 
statement.  Therefore  he  hoped  tho  honour- 
able member  would  withdraw  thi)  etatemenl 
made  against  an  absent  man,  ^ho  could  not 
defend  himself. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  statement  was  ab- 
solutely true.  The  siding  was  placed  where 
there  was  not  even  a  public  road  lefiding  to  it, 
and  it  remained  so  to  this  day — any  one  could 
see  that  for  himself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  could  not  allow  tliis  alter- 
cation to  go  on.  He  had  permitted  a  denial  to 
be  made,  and  there  the  matter  must  ead. 

GIBSON'S  SIDING. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (who  was  inaudible  in  the 
gallery),  asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Worksi 
If  he  will  cause  a  shelter-shed  to  b^  orocted  at 
Gibson's  Siding,  on  the  Dimtroon  Hallway  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  waa  no 
objection,  of  course,  to  this  shed  beirjg  put 
up,  except  on  the  score  of  expense.  Ho  was 
informed  that  the  traffic  at  this  place  was  ex- 
ceedingly small:  in  fact,  there  was  ^arcely 
any.  He  would,  however,  have  tbo  matter 
further  looked  into,  and  if  there  was  a  rooeon- 
able  amoimt  of  traffic  he  would  have  the 
shelter-shed  put  up. 

ELECTION    PETITIONS    AND    OTHER 
ACTS. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  approaching  general 
election,  the  Government  will  bring  down  BUie 
early  next  session  to  amend  ''The  Election 
Petitions  Act,  1880,"  "  The  Corrupt  PractiooB 
Prevention  Act,  1881,"  "The  RogiJilation  of 
Elections  Act,  1881,"  and  "  The  Registration  of 
Electors  Act,  1879"? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would,  before  next  afjsaion.  look 
into  these  Acts,  and  if  any  amendment  wore 
required  in  them  he  would  bring  it  down.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  Election  Fotitions  Act 
required  amendment,  except,  perhaps ^  in  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  costs,  and  even  in  that 
respect  he  doubted  very  much  whether  any 
alteration  should  be  made,  for  it  seemed  to 
him  that  a  rioh  man  should  not  be  placed  on 
any  better  footing  than  that  of  a  mau  of  email 
means. 

POHANGINA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  tho  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  order  tho  ne* 
oessary  timber  and  also  the  ironwork  for  tho 
cylinders  of  the  railway-bridge  across  the  Po- 
hangina  River,  on  the  Napier- Palm omton 
Railway,  at  onoe,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  in  the 
completion  of  this  important  connecting-link 
of  railway  between  Napier,  TarFtnak],  and 
Wellington  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  ho  tbought^^i^iM 
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the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
would  not  pcnnit  of  the  bridge  being  put  in 
hMid  at  present. 

ACCLIMATIZATION  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  O'CAIiLAGHAN  asked  tlie  Government, 
Whether  they  will  ifuue  rcgulatiouB  for  the 
guidance  of  acclimatization  societies*  actions, 
and  to  regulate  their  importations  into  the 
colony ;  also,  whether  they  will,  in  future,  re- 
quiio  the  several  acclimatization  societies  to 
furnish  annually  a  detailed  statement  of  their 
roct  ipts  and  expenditure  ?  lie  put  the  ques- 
tion l>ecausc  ho  thouglit  it  was  vcr}*  desirable 
tliut  the  acclimatization  societies  should  act 
nndrr  fixed  regulations,  and  not  in  an  alto- 
gether irresponsible  manner,  as  they  were  doing 
at  j)rt<*»nt.  There  was  a  clause  in  the  Animals 
Protiction  Act  which  required  that  the  accli- 
matisation societies  should  advertise  their  in- 
tention before  importing  any  animal  or  bird ; 
but  he  had  never  seen  that  done,  and  thought 
it  should  be  insisted  upon.  As  to  the  second 
part  (.£  the  question,  he  thought  there  should 
DC  a  detailed  statement  of  the  accounts  of  those 
botlit  s  published  every  year.  They  were  virtu- 
ally taxing  bodies,  as  they  levied  license-fees, 
an']  spent  the  proceeds  without  any  responsi- 
bility to  the  colony.  It  was  only  right,  there- 
fore, that  some  statement  should  be  made 
annually,  so  that  it  might  bo  seen  how  the 
mon^  y  which  was  thus  raised  by  taxation  was 
spent. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that,  so  far  as  ho  had  been 
able  to  ascertain,  there  was  no  statutory  autho- 
rity for  making  regulations  for  these  societies  ; 
but  further  inquiries  would  be  made  after  the 
session,  to  sec  what  effect  could  be  given  to  the 
siif^k^estions  contained  in  the  question. 

FLAX. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  the  Government  will  offer  a  bonus 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  flax  industry? 
}Io  did  not  ask  this  question  only  in  reference 
to  the  Phormium  tenax^  but  also  with  regard 
to  the  production  of  Irish  tlax,  which  was  al- 
ready being  cultivated  in  some  parts  of  the 
Sou  til.  He  also  wished  to  include  other  pro- 
ducts from  flax,  such  as  linsced-oil. 

Mr.  BALLANCK  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  remember  that  two  bonuses  were 
offend  some  time  ago,  amounting  to  £1,000, 
for  the  production  of  five  hundred  gallons  of 
linseed-oil  and  fifty  tons  of  oil-cako.  These 
bonuses  were  paid  to  ^Icssrs.  Singer  and  Go.  in 
January,  1884.  As  the  farmers  in  Otogo  did 
not  respond  to  the  invitation  to  cultivate  flax, 
the  (Tovernment  assisted  Mr.  Singer  to  obtain 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Hindon  on 
the  small  grazing-run  system,  where  flax  had 
been  cultivated  extensivcdy,  thereby  showing 
that  its  cultivation  could  be  conducted  pro- 
fitably. An  account  of  Mr.  Singer's  operations 
would  be  found  in  the  Crown  Lands  Repeat 
for  1885.  The  Government  did  not  think  that 
any  further  bonus  was  necessary.  With  re- 
gard to  the  P^oT-mmm  teitaXy  he  might  say  that 
it  was  cultivated  with  great  success  as  a  small 
— ^      Mr,  B.  Richardson 


industry  in  the  neighbooriiood  of  Avkli^ 
where  it  was  a  source  of  considenUe 
the  small  farmers.  He  had  vilified  t 
these  farms,  and  seen  the  quantisies 
were  sent  into  Auckland.  He  thenfaift 
not  think  any  bonus  was  necessary  to  lid  tiii 
industry ;  but  he  admitted  that  it  m^  k 
well  to  give  some  kind  of  cncoou 
the  cultivation  of  Irish  flax.  The  faoocsBkii 
member  for  Wellington' South  hadbeagd 
enough  to  place  in  his  hand  a  comspndaA 
which  the  nonourable  gentleman  ksdludvl 
a  gentleman  in  the  North  of  Iielud  «i:&» 
gard  to  a  new  flax-machine  which,  itvisa^ 
would  revolutionize  the  industiy.  Ii  wm^; 
vented  by  one  of  the  large  maanhctoiaiE 
that  country,  who  said  that  if  it  woe  lOh 
duced  into  the  colony,  and  people  wooiJ  dl»- 
vate  flax,  that  would  be  fomid  to  be  tb«  Dfli 
profitable  industry  they  could  engage  in.  ht 
the  information  of  honourable  meicbcis  If 
would  read  an  extract  from  an  hisli  p^ 
describing  this  new  machine : — 

"  Cardon's  patent,  as  it  is  named,  secsmu^ 
about  to  effect  a  minor  revolution  in  tJis  fa 
and  linen  industries,  and  will  prove  s  sauai 
wealth  to  the  country,  as  the  same  btlk  d 
rough  flax  when  dressed  ready  for  the  qaaa 
will  yield  50  per  cent,  more  fibre  than  fia 
dressed  by  the  old  process.  This  renuufaUi 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  fibre  will  be  psa 
gain  to  this  country,  as  it  will  displace  a  iii 
amount  of  foreign  flax.  The  cost  of  the  » 
chine,  which  is  £400,  will  indeed  prove  a hii* 
to  its  rapid  spread  in  the  country,  and  ti» oil' 
ter  of  cost  appears  more  formidable  when  il  ii 
stated  that  it  is  far  more  expeditions  to  hM 
two  machines  working  at  the  same  UJne." 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  encourage  m 
industry,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  aficii^ 
Mr.  Singer  every  facility  in  his  power  briiiJBj 
him  to  get  land  under  the  small  graang-Bi 
system.  Mr.  Singer  had  been  perfectly  s«» 
fied  with  that  title,  and  there  was  every  reatf 
for  believing  that  the  venture  into  which  5» 
gentleman  had  gone  would  be  a  success.  Hi 
(Mr.  Ballanco)  proposed  to  get  further  inw- 
mation  with  regard  to  these  machines,  ana  to 
distribute  that  information  by  means  of» 
Agricultural  Department.  He  had  eveiyhflf 
that  the  flax  industry  would  soon  beoneclM" 
most  valuable  of  the  colony's  industries. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  the  hoDom^ 
gentleman  to  explain  how  it  was  tha:  ili- 
Singer  had  been  able  to  get  a  small  graang-os 
for  such  a  purpose  as  flax-growing. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  thought  that  it  would  hiw 
been  better  had  the  honourable  genuemt 
given  the  ordinary  notice  of  the  ^^^^ 
However,  he  should  be  happy  to  ^'•'fJJ 
matter  at  once.  Mr.  Singer  had  been  w<^ 
to  occupy  a  portion  of  Crown  lands  inl^ ^ 
periment  of  growing  flax.  Having  P""^^ 
suitability  of  the  land  for  that  puipo^  ^ 
wishing  to  extend  operations,  and  Kean^ 
buildings,  fencing,  and  other  improveaieij 
made  by  him,  he  came  to  the  Government** 
asked  them  for  a  title.  The  Govenunca*  *■ 
that  they  could  not  give  him  a  title  to  tii*  u"^ 
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except  in  this  particular  way :  that  the  value  of 
the  improvements  he  had  made  might  be  added, 
ftnd  the  land  pat  up  to  auction  in  the  ordinary 
way.  An  officer  vras  sent  up,  and  carefully 
valued  the  improvements ;  they  were  added  to 
the  upset  price  of  the  run ;  and  then  it  was  put 
np  to  auction,  and  bought  in  by  Mr.  Singer. 

SIR  WILLIAM  FOX. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  place  a  eum  of  money  on  the  sup- 
plementaiy  estimates  to  enable  this  House  to 
recognize  in  a  substantial  manner  the  valuable 
serrices  of  Sir  William  Fox  as  Commissioner 
nnd'T  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Act?  At 
the  c  'Ticlosion  of  Sir  William  Fox's  duties  as 
Commissioner  on  the  West  Coast  the  lato  Go- 
▼erament  proposed  to  ask  Parliament  to  recog- 
nize bis  very  valuable  services  by  placing  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  estimates;  but  Sir 
William  Fox  declined  to  receive  any  pecuniary 
recognition.  But  he  (Major  Atkinson)  believed 
that  circumstances  had  somewhat  altered  now, 
and  that  if  a  sum  were  voted  by  the  House  it 
would  be  accepted.  Therefore  he  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  Government  would  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  said  the  Government  had 
been  informed  that,  on  the  completion  of  Sir 
William  Fox's  labours  on  the  West  Coast,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  proposed,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  to  place  a  vote  on 
the  estimates  for  £2,000  as  remuneration  for 
the  services  which  had  been  rendered,  but  that 
Sir  William  Fox  at  the  time  asked  the  honour- 
able member  not  to  do  so.  But  since  then 
Sir  William  Fox  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  would  like  to  have  the  payment ;  and 
this  had  been  intimated  to  the  Government. 
The  Grovemment  replied  that  the  sum  should 
be  placed  upon  the  estimates,  so  that  the  mat- 
ter might  be  brought  before  the  House  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  requested  it. 

OLD  MEN'S  HOME,  WEST  COAST. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Premier,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  will  grant  to  the  Grey 
District  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board 
a  subsidy  of  pound  for  pound  on  the  cost 
of  erecting,  establishing,  and  maintaining,  in 
some  central  position  on  the  West  Coast,  a 
home  for  the  aged  and  infirm  miners  and  other 
residents  in  that  part  of  the  colon}'  ?  Id 
asking  this  question  he  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the 
West  Coast  was  a  very  much  isolated  part  of  the 
colony,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  miners  on 
the  West  Coast  from  the  time  the  gold-diggings 
first  broke  out  had  contributed  most  liberally 
towards  the  maintenance  of  hospitals  and  other 
charitable  institutions.  But  nothing  had  been 
done  by  the  Government  towards  erecting  or 
establishing  a  home  where  these  aged  and  in- 
firm miners,  who  had  been  the  pioneers  of  that 
part  of  the  colony  and  some  of  whom  were  now 
unable  to  support  themselves  through  old  age, 
accident,  or  infirmity,  could  reside  during  the 
few  years  of  their  life  left  remaining  to  them. 


Therefore  he  had  put  the  question,  with  the 
view  of  getting  the  Government  to  assist  in 
providing  such  a  home ;  and  ho  hoped  that  a 
favourable  reply  would  be  given  to  him. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  might  say  that  Dr.  Grabham 
had  looked  into  this  matter,  and  did  not  think 
that  a  separate  institution  was  necessary.  As 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  aware,  the  Go- 
vernment, under  the  Hospitals  and  Chojritable 
Institutions  Act  which  had  been  passed,  gave 
not  iherely  pound  for  pound  on  voluntary 
contributions,  but  £1  4s.  for  every  pound  so 
subscribed.  It  would  be  for  the  residents  in 
the  district  themselves  to  arrange  for  an  insti- 
tution of  this  character.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  no  need  for  such  an  insti- 
tution. The  men  would  be  much  better  cared 
for  if  they  were  boarded  out.  That  seemed  to 
be  the  best  way  of  carrying  out  the  honourabU 
gentleman's  idea.  Contributions  would  be 
payable  by  the  Government  towards  such  an 
object  under  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable  In- 
stitutions Act. 

BRUNNERTON  POLICE-STATION. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, Whether  the  Government  intend  to  erect 
a  police-station  at  Brunnerton  ?  A  police-station 
for  this  place  had  been  promised  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  and,  as  the  population  of  the  dis- 
trict was  now  over  two  thousand,  it  was  time 
that  something  was  done.  He  might  say  that 
there  were  two  constables  stationed  at  Brun- 
nerton :  one  of  them  lived  in  a  lean-to,  and 
the  other  had  to  sleep  in  the  Government 
stable.  It  was  therefore  on  that  account  high 
time  that  the  Government  took  some  action 
towards  erecting  a  police-station  suitable  for 
the  wants  of  that  rising  and  flourishing  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  drawn  upon  his  imagination  in  stating 
that  the  constable  had  to  sleep  in  a  stable. 
The  fact  was  that  he  slept  in  a  lean-to  adjoin- 
ing the  stable.  However,  he  had  to  reply  that 
instructions  had  been  given  for  the  erection 
of  a  police-station,  and  the  matter  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  so 
that  the  work  would  be  proceeded  with  imme- 
diately. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  might  say  that  he  had  not 
drawn  upon  his  imagination.  Ho  had  merely 
stated  what  had  appeared  in  the  public  Press. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  —  Sometimes  the  Press 
draws  upon  its  imagination. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— No  doubt  the  honourable 
gentlcmaji  speaks  from  experience  as  a  news- 
paper man. 

GREYMOUTH. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  Whether  the  Government  will  appoint 
the  Port  of  Gre3miouth  to  be  a  port  of  registry 
for  ships,  as  great  delay  and  expense  is  in- 
curred by  shipowners  residing  on  the  West 
Coast  having  to  register  their  ships  and  trans- 
fers at  diflerent  ports  in  the  colony  ?  He  would 
only  point  out  that,  owing  to  the  valuable  en- 
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dowments  given  to  the  Oreymouth  Harhour 
BoArd  to  increase  the  facilities  at  the  port,  the 
shipping -trade  there  was  largely  increasing, 
both  in  respect  of  steamers  and  Bailing-vessels, 
and  a  large  number  of  boats  wore  becoming 
locally  owned.  A  great  loss  of  time  and  some 
expense  were  incurred  by  having  to  register 
and  transfer  shares  in  those  vessels  at  either 
Donedin,  Wellington,  Lyttelton,  Nelson,  or 
Auckland.  Therefore  he  hoped  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  see  his  way  to  accede  to 
the  request  contained  in  the  question. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  "great 
dcliiv  and  expense  was  incurred  by  shipowners 
re8i<ling  on  the  West  Coast  having  to  register 
their  sliipfi  and  transfers  at  different  ports  in 
the  colony."  At  any  rate,  he  was  informed  that 
that  was  not  so.  A  memorandum  before  him 
stated  that  very  little  inconvenience  could  be 
felt  by  the  sliipowners  of  Oreymouth  from  that 
port  not  being  declared  a  port  for  registration 
of  shipping.  They  could  procure  the  requisite 
forms  prescribed  by  Act  at  any  Customhouse, 
and  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  fill  them  up 
and  transmit  them  to  the  port  of  registration 
— either  Nelson  or  Wellington — where  registra- 
tion was  effected  without  charge,  so  that  the 
only  cost  would  be  tliat  of  postage.  He  was 
not  aware  how  many  shiix)\Mier8  there  were 
resident  at  (ireyniouth.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  knew,  perhaps  he  would  kindly  say. 

Mr.  OU  INN  ESS  said  one  gentleman  owned 
an  interest  in  ten  or  twelve  vessels  there. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  did  not  think  that  that  gentle- 
man was  subjected  to  much  inconvenience.  It 
was  stated  in  the  memorandum  to  which  he 
had  referred  that  it  was  inativisahle  to  do  what 
the  honourable  member  asked  should  be  done, 
because  the  responsibilities  of  registration  of 
shipping  were  vei^  great,  and  it  should  bo  done 
by  officers  v  ho  had  experience  in  the  work  of 
registration  ;  and  this  could  only  be  gained  by 
men  in  the  large  ports,  where  registration  trans- 
actions were  numerous.  An  error  in  entries 
might  be  fraught  with  most  serious  conse- 
quences to  owners  of  shares  in  shipping.  For 
these  reasons  the  Secretary  of  Customs  thought 
that,  until  there  were  more  ships  owned  at 
Oreymouth,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make 
such  an  alteration  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man suggested.  He  had  only  to  say,  further, 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  any  application 
had  been  mode  to  the  Government  on  the 
subject ;  but  should  such  an  application  be 
made  he  would  be  happy  to  give  the  matter 
consideration.  He  felt  certain  that  Oreymouth 
would  become  a  very  important  port,  and  that 
it  was  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  when  this 
request  should  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  regretted  that  he  could 
not  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  be- 
cause he  was  certain  the  Collector  at  Orey- 
mouth was  quite  competent  to  do  the  work  ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Guinness)  had  never  before  heard 
such  extraordinary  reasons  for  refusing  a  re- 
quest as  those  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs. 

-      Hr,  Quinnesa 


LOAN  AGENTS. 
On  the  motion  of   Sir  G.  OBEY,  a 
ordered,  That  copies  of  all  corFespoodeofieoh 
tive  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  LuaaAu 
Lioan  Agent  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zetiasdl 
laid  before  this  House. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  ROSS.— Sir,  I  will  not  detain  tb« 
many  minutes  in  making  remazJa  vvs. 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  It  appears  to  va  \ 
the  main  principles  of  the  Bill  are  cocuaei 
the  2nd  and  Srd  clauses,  to  which  I  «isk 
direct  attention  for  a  few  moments.  Fii 
there  is  the  constitution  of  the  Bosiu. 
opinion  is  that  we  might  add  to  tbe 
troller  and  the  Surveyor-General  the  R^i»a 
General  of  the  colony.  The  number  of  nnc^ 
members  might  then  be  reduced  to  two, 
the  number  of  the  Commission  nmim 
same.  I  think  that,  with  a  view  to 
tion  being  made  the  basis  of  represeststi 
the  services  of  the  Registrar-General  cpa 
Board  would  be  very  desirable.  There  i 
three  bases  which  have  been  alluded  to  in 
House,  any  one  of  which  might  be  taken  as 
basis  of  representation.  There  is  the 
torial  basis ;  then  the  honourable  member 
Hawke's  Bay  says  there  should  be  no 
without  rei^reseutation,  so  we  might  taketti^ 
tion  as  the  basis  of  representation;  asdtie 
third  is  the  population  basis.  The  teiritodi) 
basis,  I  believe,  has  been  recognized  hf^ 
Government  in  regard  to  the  constitDtka  rf 
the  Upper  Chamber.  I  find  the  CclonislTK*- 
surer  justifying  the  appointment  of  eetna 
members  to  that  Chamber  on  the  grooud  tia: 
it  would  require  a  very  large  number  of  nwfr 
hers  to  be  added  to  that  House  if  there  vw  to 
be  anything  like  a  fair  territorial  repreentfr 
tion  in  it.  So  that  in  the  constitatioD  of  tba 
other  House  that  principle  has  been  recofBari 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  also  br«fc« 
Premier.  If  population  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
basis,  then  it  appears  that  the  populatimc^ 
the  North  Island  has  increased,  and  that  ^ 
North  Island  is  entitled  to  an  increased  nmnb« 
of  members.  It  is  said  that  any  departoe 
from  that  principle  would  be  a  breach  of  ^ 
— that  a  compact  was  entered  into  whai  the 
present  Representation  Act  passed  to  the  elect 
that,  if  the  next  census  showed  that  on  a 
population  basis  the  North  Island  was  entitW 
to  increased  representation  in  this  House,  the 
representation  should  be  readjusted  accordBf 
to  population.  If  taxation  is  to  betakeaan 
the  basis  of  representation,  then  we  find  tittj 
the  South  Island  has  still  a  claim  for  ineresin 
representation  in  the  Legislature.  I  find  tfcal 
the  total  revenue  raised  in  the  colonv  amooB^ 
to  £2,087,606  17s.  9d. :  of  this,  the  North IsbaJ 
contributes  £1.268,504  lis.  Sd.,  and  the  Sootlj 
Island  £1,419,102  38.  Id. ;  so  that,  of  the  total 
amount  of  revenue,  the  South  contributsj* 
largest  quota.  The  property-tax  oontributod 
by  the  North  Island  amounts  to  £116,231,  aw 
by  the  South  Island  £210,045.  In  ioDaa^ 
revenue  the  difference  is  most  marked:  tbi 
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Korth  Island  only  contributes  £8,955  17s.  8d., 
while  the  South  Island  contributes  £177,877 
48. 9d.  In  land  revenue  there  is  also  a  great 
difference.  The  total  contributions  towards 
land  revenue  are  £141,923  15s.,  of  which 
£51,886  5s.  6d.  is  contributed  by  the  North 
Island,  and  £90,087  9s.  6d.  by  the  South  Island, 
^e  Customs  receipts  for  the  North  Island  are 
£677,292  Is.  4d.,  and  for  the  South  Island 
£737,682  lis.  6d. ;  the  stamps,  for  the  North 
Isknd  £894,088  88.  Id.,  and  for  the  South 
Island  £178,550  12s.  8d. ;  and  the  beer>tax,  for 
Ihe  North  Island  £25,106  28.  Id.,  and  for  the 
South  Island  £80,059  5s.  Id.  On  all  the 
items,  with  the  exception  of  stamps — which,  in 
consequence  of  Wellington  being  the  locality  in 
which  the  head  offices  of  the  Government  are 
situated,  show  greatly  in  favour  of  the  North 
Island — the  contributions  of  the  South  Island 
aie  largely  in  excess  of  those  of  the  North 
Island ;  so  that,  if  taxation  is  to  be  made  the 
basis  of  representation,  the  South  Island  is  en- 
titled to  a  preponderance  in  the  Legislature. 
But  I  think  the  House  has  come  to  an  opinion 
that  population  is  the  proper  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, and  in  that  opinion  I  coincide ;  and  I 
think  that  whatever  compact  has  been  entered 
into  with  the  North  Island  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  preserving  it  intact.  Then  as  to 
the  number  of  members.  That  is  a  question 
I  should  have  liked  to  see  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  reform  of  the  other  Chamber. 
We  were  promised,  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  last 
year,  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  reform  of 
the  other  Chamber  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Legislature.  Such  a  Bill  has  never  yet  been 
submitted. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes ;  it  was  submitted  to 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  ROSS.— Yes ;  I  believe  the  other  House 
was  asked  to  reform  itself;  but  amongst 
those  who  objected  to  the  alteration  of  the 
tenure  of  office,  and  to  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members,  were  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  were  appointed  with  the  view  of 
reforming  the  constitution  of  that  body.  The 
next  point  is  the  amalgamation  of  districts. 
It  has  been  alleged,  against  the  amalgamation 
•of  constituencies,  that  minorities  will  be  de- 
prived of  their  representation  here.  I  do  not 
see  how  amalgamation  affects  the  question  at 
all ;  and  certaonly  in  this  House  at  the  present 
time  minorities  are  not  represented.  We  find 
in  Dunedin  four  city  electorates,  and  all  the 
members  for  the  city  go  in  one  direction.  One 
is  the  Premier,  and  the  other  three  are  sup- 
porters of  the  Government;  so  that,  if  the 
minority  is  represented  at  all  politically,  they 
must  be  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  majority. 
As  to  Ghristohurch  we  find  the  same  thing — sJl 
^e  representatives  of  Christchurch  City  are 
supporters  of  the  Government.  As  to  Welling- 
ton we  find  the  same  thing — the  three  city  mem- 
bers all  pull  in  the  same  direction :  only  that 
direction  is  contrary  to  that  in  which  the  mem- 
bers for  the  southern  cities  go.  As  to  Auck- 
land, I  believe,  all  the  city  members  also  pull 
in  the  same  direction;  and  I  think  that  mi- 


norities would  be  more  likely  to  be  represented 
if  the  electoral  districts  of  the  city  were  amal- 
gamated ;  because,  supposing  for  Dunedin  tbcro 
were  five  candidates,  four  members  being  re- 
quired, any  particular  class,  by  plumping  for 
one  man,  might  return  the  fourth  man  on 
the  poll.  In  that  way,  I  think  the  amal- 
gamation of  districts  is  more  likely  to  secure 
the  representation  of  minorities  in  this  House, 
for  it  is  evident  that  with  single  electorate $i 
minorities  are  not  now  represented.  As  to 
the  number  of  members,  I  am  quite  of 
opinion  that  the  number  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. But  the  question  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently ventilated :  public  opinion  has  not  been 
formed — at  any  rate,  it  has  not  been  indicated 
upon  that  very  important  point.  I  shall  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
should  strongly  advise  that,  after  the  Bill  has 
been  read  a  second  time,  further  progress  with 
it- be  deferred  until  next  session.  In  the  moan- 
time  honourable  members  will  be  addressing 
their  constituents,  and  they  can  bring  the 
salient  features  of  this  Bill  before  them,  and. 
can  come  bfibck  armed  with  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  their  constituents  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  really  cannot  allow  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  to  pass  with- 
out a  few  observations.  I  confess  that,  when  I 
first  took  the  Bill  in  my  hand  and  endeavoured 
to  make  myself  acquainted  with  its  con- 
tents, the  idea  in  my  mind  was  that  I  had 
received  a  document  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Laputa — a  country  so  admirably  described  by 
Dr.  Lemuel  Gulliver,  where  the  tailors  take  the 
altitude  of  their  customers  with  sextants,  and 
the  bootmakers  construct  their  wares  on  the 
most  approved  geometrical  principles.  I  be- 
lieve the  main  principle  of  this  Bill  is  an 
automatical  arrangement  to  provide  for  the 
representation  in  this  House.  Now,  I  am 
not  at  all  enamoured  of  automatical  repre- 
sentation. It  appears  to  me  to  be  only  fit 
for  a  nation  of  automata.  It  is  a  great  right 
and  a  great  power  which  this  House  possesses 
within  itself  of  directing  in  what  manner  the 
people  of  the  country  should  be  represented, 
and  I  think  I  could  devise  a  much  better,  a 
safer,  and  a  more  dignified  scheme  than  any- 
thing which  is  to  be  found  within  the  four 
comers  of  this  Bill.  What  does  it  propose? 
It  proposes  to  appoint  certain  Commissioners, 
two  of  them  to  be  officers  in  the  public  de- 
partments. The  first  of  these  is  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General,  thei  selection  of  whom 
seems  to  me  to  put  the  matter  in  a  still  more 
arithmetical  shape  as  ^  general  proposition. 
Then  there  is  tie  Surveyor-General.  Now, 
if  there  be  one  man  in  the  whole  colony 
who  is  better  acquainted  with  the  geographical 
circumstances  of  the  colony  than  another 
I  believe  it  is  the  Surveyor-General.  For 
that  I  give  him  full  credit.  Then  there 
are  three  gentlemen  to  be  nominated  by  the 
members  of  this  House ;  and  I  really  wonder 
what  that  would  amount  to.  The  delegation 
to  Commissioi^ers  of  such  powers  as  these 
means  that  we  are  actually  invited  to  strip 
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oarsolvos  of  one  of  the  functions  p<»rtaining  to 
repn'M'tiiiitivc  Chain  bo  rs  in  every  part  of  the 
Knipiru  evi-r  hinoo  representation  was  accorded 
to  the  peoplf .  But  here  the  principle  ia  carried 
»)  far  tli.it.  in  addition  to  delegating  these 
!ii«»i  fuintions  to  irrciponniblo  persons,  the 
Bill  ii^)s<)hit'ly  R«Hks  to  invest  them  with  dis- 
cr<'tionar\'  p.)\\«'.-,  f^r  I  find  that  in  subsection 
{5)  of  section  :)  ill.'  liiu's  run  thus:  **  The  Com- 
niihsi'in  tmnf,  in  making  any  Ruch  division  into 
distrirts,  t.ik<*  into  con^iiicration/'  et  cetera. 
To  tir".t  divr>it  oiir^flv<-s  of  our  functions,  and 
sAcon  lly  giv.»  a  di-^on'tionarv  ix)\v(»r  to  irre- 
snonsibie  p.T'ions  in  thi-i  inatt-r,  is  praeecdiii^ 
f.irthcr  tliaa  I  care  tt)  go  in  tlic  lini'  of  auu>- 
iiiiitical  chanii**.  I  do  not  kntiw  why  a  Com- 
luittf'c  of  this  House.  Iimit4.*d  to  ten  members — 
imnarttal  men — sliouUl  not  be  anp<Hnt'/d  at  tiie 
bij^iniiinjT  of  n*'xt  session,  witli  the  UMial  power 
to  take  ivi«1"nr4',  in  a  room  where  every  mem- 
ber of  thi'.  HovHe  could  Ro  and  rej)reseut  tlie 
etTeet  whnli  ewry  chan^'e  must  necessarily 
have  III  tl'..*  colony,  and  where  tlie  Survevor- 
(ien<ral  eouM  i^nve  his  very  valualjle  testimony. 
I  think  we  eouM  then  complete  a  scheme 
witli"it  throwing  the  whole  tiling  on  the 
floor  j'f  this  House  to  be  scTambltnl  for,  as  was 
d«>ne  on  t\\ii  last  occasion  ;  and  it  could  be  so 
broui^lit  down  that  it  would  be  verv  dilhcult 
for  anv  member  or  members  to  disturb  it. 
I  trust  th  it  is  the  course  the  (rovernment  will 
adopt.  1  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  it  p>s- 
sible  that  it  is  to  men  uuarquainted  with  the 
couutrv  that  it  is  intended  to  delegate  our 
own  function.  Kven  the  Surveyor-Cieneral, 
with  his  great  knowlea:e  of  the  country,  ha-« 
only  geoijraphical  knowledge  of  it.  He  knows 
that  there  is  a  mountain  here  which  would 
make  a  uood  boundary  ;  that  over  yonder  there 
i8  a  river  wliieh  might  be  a  good  boundary  : 
but  that  .savs  nothing,  because  people  on  both 
sides  of  a  river  •sometimes  have  diverse  interests 
and  sometimes  have  joint  interests.  People  on 
bf)th  sides  of  a  mountain  are  often  similarly 
situated.  Therefore  something  more  is  re- 
quired than  knowledge  of  the  geographical 
(iivisi(^ns  of  tlie  country.  I  presume  —  or 
rather,  not  to  beat  about  the  busli,  I  know — 
that  there  is  an  intention  to  till  in  this  blank 
ill  the  tirst  subsection  bo  as  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  of  this  House.  I  could 
have  wished  that  the  Ciovemment  had  been 
suffieiently  unanimous  to  have  put,  at  least 
in  italics,  the  number  of  which  they  consi- 
dered this  House  should  be  constituted.  In 
their  discretion  tho*-  have  not  done  so;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  they  have  good,  solid,  satis- 
factory reasons  for  i\ot  doing  so.  However, 
as  it  has  been  advocated  that  the  number  of 
members  should  be  reduced,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  that  is  one  of  the  objects  which 
the  Hill  proposes  to  compass.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  number  of  members  in  this 
Hous(»  is  not  too  great  at  the  present  time. 
I  will  show  why.  This  House  consists  now 
of  ninety-one  members — excluding,  of  course, 
the  ^laori  members,  who  are  omitted  from 
the  operation  of  this  Bill  —  though,  bv-the- 
by,  they  will  vote  upon  it.  In  1876  the 
Mr.  PyTcc 


provinces  were  abolished.  Beiota  \her  ^ 
abolished  there  were  2IO  membes  dYsm 
cial  Councils  in  New  Zealand.  Af^li 
seventv-six  members  who  were  in  tha  Em 
in  lft76,  there  were,  in  all,  816 
that  time  doing  the  work  which 
men  do  now, — with  this  difieroice :  tfiis 
this  Legislatare  have  been  cast  all  thoie 
chial  functions  which  formerly  deTohed  • 
tirely  upon  Provincial  Ije.^sLatares;  lad  tfaf 
are  ko  thrown  upon  this  Ho-jse  beeaaie  ai 
promise  made  at  the  time  that  ^rikafll 
was  induced  to  acccp:;  the  proposal  toikEAi 
the  provinces  has  bt»en  carefiillT  ewW  tf 
altogether  broken.  We  have  been  gircsMsi 
measure  of  local  government,  and  «e  ^ 
none  now.  If  by  any  words  of  mine  I  eo^ 
iiiiluce  the  House  to  go  back  npcm  is  aqi 
and  repeal  the  Abolition  Act  I  would  m  m 
to-morrow.  We  have  no  local  goreciaeaiJi 
New  Zealand;  and,  parochial  afsizs  ^ 
thrown  upon  us,  we  must  have  men  «!(&{■»! 
chial  —  that  is,  local  —  knowledge,  to  e^im 
those  affairs.  Let  the  GDvemmcnt  if  liif 
are  in  earnest  in  reducin;?  the  namfaerrf"' 
members  in  this  House,  bring  down  s  fd 
and  fair  measure  of  local  govenunent  Ptk' 
as  we  have  not  yet  had  offered  to  m;  )« 
them  take  off  this  House  all  those  t^ 
which  take  up  the  time  of  the  Hoose  H 
the  exclusion  and  injury  of  matters  of  fft§sa 
and  more  national  importance ;  and  tia  * 
could  consent  to  reduce  the  number  of  menbai 
to  fifty  or  to  a  smaller  number,  if  need  be.  M 
present  we  have  not  too  many  membes,  lai 
wo  cannot,  with  any  wisdom,  make  tbem  fifffc 
It  is  often  said,  and  justly,  that  a  iMS^ 
is  not  a  delegate  :  nor  was  ho  a  delegste  laa 
abolition  of  the  provinces  took  place,  «»• 
when  this  House  has  been  converted,  b» 
retrogressive  step,  from  a  Pariiameat  aa 
something  more  closely  approaching  thficb' 
racter  of  a  parish  vestry  or  Countj  CsBO, 
and  we  have  to  undertake  those  amsU  ^^^ 
necessiiry  to  be  dealt  with,  because  there  aw 
other  power  to  deal  with  them  fiX0Cp5  w^ 
which  exists  in  the  highest  legislative AsseBwT. 
I  said,  just  now,  that  there  was  something iw^ 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  than  merei^ 
graphical  features;  and  there  is.  I  m»y»?» 
for  mvself,  that  I  cannot  possibly  be  injoiw of 
henetited  in  any  change  that  maybenM^" 
the  distribution  of  representation.  becaose« 
the  present  time  I  represent  three  aepaa* 
districts,  really,  in  one  —  the  people  in  «? 
one  of  which  do  not  know  the  other  two— ^ 
have  no  interest  in  common  with  the  ou* 
two.  They  have  interests  absolutely  divests 
each  district.  I  do  not  think  you  ^ooldp*^ 
a  member  of  any  district  in  a  more  dime'* 
position  than  that.  I  would  ask,  whysboM 
population  be  the  basis?— a  thmg  never «»■ 
templated  by  the  founders  of  the  Constitot* 
of  the  colony,  who  absolutely  made  it  p*'!*'  | 
the  Constitution  Act,  only  lately  repealed, b»  | 
the  representation  of  the  people  of  the  cofflg  ' 
in  this  Chamber  should  be  as  nearlysspjsstff 
approximated  to  the  number  of  electors  on  w  | 
various  rolls  of  the  country.    I  will  enter  a* 
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into  that  question  presently.  In  the 
itime  I  wish  to  show  that  New  Zealand  is 
ver-represented  in  comparison  with  other 
ies.  Ninety-one  members,  as  I  said  be- 
is  tbe  number  of  European  members  in 
House.  Victoria  has  eighty-six  members 
til  a  larger  population,  I  shall  be  told; 
Victoria  is  simply  a  handful,  because  it  is 
Mwct — a  man  can  attend  Parliament  and 
>ine  a  hundred  miles  to  his  bed.  Here  he 
prisoner  in  Wellington  for  three  months. 
i,  again,  I  question  if  there  be  a  single 

in  this  House  or  out  of  it  thoroughly 
ainted  with  the  whole  of  New  Zealand, 
wo  necessarily  must  have  local  men  in 
r  to  understand  from  them  the  application 
he  local  questions  that  come  before  us. 
will  please  remember  that,  notwithstand- 
ihe  compactness  of  Victoria :  and  the  scat- 
i  geographical  character  of  New  Zealand, 
B  is  only  a  difierence  of  five  members. 
'  South  Wales  has  121  members — that  is, 
ij  more  than  we  have.     South  Australia 

only  fifty-two — thirty-nine  less  than  we 
>;  Queensland,  fifty-five  —  thirty-six  less 
i  we  have :  but  it  must  be  remembered 
',  in  those  two  colonies  the  population  is 
half  that  of  New  Zealand,  and  if  a  strict 
hematical  rule  were  applied  you  would  see 
i  they  have  too  many  members  there  even 
omparison  with  what  we  have  now.  New 
land  is  not  so  largely  represented,  consider- 
the  geographical  configuration  of  the  coun- 

as  the  largest  Australian  Colonics,  and  it 
kot  so  largely  represented  in  proportion  as 
other  colonies  are  in  their  separate  Houses 
he  same  character.  It  has  been  said  in  the 
xse  of  this  debate  that  the  number  of  mem- 
I  must  necessarily  be  increased  with  the 
tease  of  population.  I  do  not  see  that  at 
because  six  thousand  people  living  in  one 
ghbourhood,  compactly  inhabiting  the  same 
fcrict,  are  as  well  and  easily  represented  by 
i  member  as  only  two  thousand  would  be, 
their  interests  are  identical.  That  is  why 
libject  altogether  to  a  population  basis.  I 
ier  sticking  altogether  to  the  old  Constitu- 
Q  Act,  and  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  it 
Kild  ever  have  been  repealed.  I  think  mem- 
»  of  this  House  ought  to  be  well  and 
sroughly  acquainted  with  the  Constitution 
t,  and  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  quote 
B  particular  clause  I  refer  to ;  but,  with 
{ard  to  Provincial  Councils,  as  well  as  with 
{ard  to  this  Legislature,  the  absolute  rule 
IB  that  the  number  of  electors  was  the  basis 
ooiding  to  which  members  were  to  be  elected. 

Bome  localities  women  and  children  super- 
loond.  I  have  no  objection  to  women  being 
presented.  To  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
went  Minister  of  Lands,  I  once  moved  that 
pMaon"  should  be  struck  out  of  a  Bill;  but 
venture  to  say  now,  with  a  little  more  ex- 
■ifiuce,  that  I  wiU  not  attempt  to  put  that 
pnon "  out  again  if  he  puts  her  in.  But, 
ifth  regard  to  children,  no  one  has  yet  ven- 
11^  to  propose  that  they  should  have 
J^- papers  thrown  into  their  cradles, 
rhat  is  the  consequence  if  you  take  population 


as  the  basis  ?  You  virtually  give  votes  to  the 
children.  You  give  each  man,  in  his  capacities 
of  father,  husband,  or  brother,  six  or  seven 
votes.  I  hope  the  opponents  of  plural  voting 
will  remark  that,  because  that  is  plural  voting, 
with  the  additional  iniquity  that  so  many 
votes  are  conferred  on  one  man  under  one 
franchise.  If  you  want  to  enfranchise  babes 
in  their  cradles,  do  so  straight  and  honestly, 
not  indirectly  and  by  a  side-wind.  Members 
who  look  at  the  recent  census  returns  will  see 
that  the  largest  proportion  of  women  and  child- 
ren are  in  the  town  districts,  and  therefore 
with  a  population  basis  a  larger  proportion  of 
representation  is  given  to  those  districts  than 
is  given  to  the  country  districts.  That  is  al- 
together contrary  to  what  should  be.  I  say 
that  we  should  take  the  number  of  electors  or 
the  approximate  male  adult  population  as  the 
basis  of  the  distribution  of  the  representation 
of  the  people ;  and,  if  six  thousand  was  the 
number  for  the  large  town  districts,  then  five 
thousand  should  be  enough  for  the  country 
districts,  and  four  thousand  for  the  sparsely- 
settled  districts,  so  as  to  have  something  like 
an  equal  representation  of  the  interests  and 
requirements  of  the  country.  Something  in 
that  direction,  I  have  to  admit,  is  professed  to 
be  an  object  of  this  Bill ;  but  the  framcrs  have 
apparently  upset  the  thing,  and  put  it  exactly 
the  converse  way.    The  Bill  says, — 

"  In  no  case  whatever,  at  the  time  of  making 
any  such  division,  shall  the  population  as  afore- 
said of  any  district  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the 
quota — 

*'  (a.)  By  one  thousand  if  a  borough  or  city;, 
or 

*'  (6.)  By  five  hundred  in  any  other  case.** 

I  think  and  hope  the  framers  of  the  Bill 
meant  it  to  be  exactly  the  opposite.  These 
words  would  have  exactly  the  contrary  effect  to 
what  has  been  stated  to  be  intended.  For  in- 
stance :  if  six  thousand  were  the  standard 
number  for  a  borough  or  city,  it  might  be  left 
at  five  thousand ;  but  in  any  other  case  there 
must  be  five  thousand  five  hundred.  Having 
pointed  out  that  population  docs  not  mean 
electoral  capacity,  I  will  give  another  and 
more  philosophical  reason  why  electors  rather 
than  population  should  be  accepted  as  the 
basis  of  representation.  It  is  this  :  There  is  a 
far  larger  degree  of  political  intelligence  in  the 
country  districts  than  exists  in  the  towns. — 
(Oh !) — I  do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood  about 
that — I  will  not  be  misunderstood  about  it.  I 
do  not  say  the  people  are  more  intelligent,  but 
I  use  the  word  in  its  legitimate  and  gram- 
matical sense — intelligence,  information,  know- 
ledge ;  and  I  say  there  is  more  of  that  in  the 
country  districts  than  exists  in  the  towns. 
Proof :  Who  are  the  readers  of  Hansard  ?  Are 
they  the  townspeople  ?  Who  are  the  readers 
of  the  parliamentary  papers?  The  towns- 
people? Not  a  bit  of  it.  But  these  things 
are  read  from  beginning  to  end  in  the  country 
districts — by  the  farmer  at  his  fireside,  and  by 
the  miner  always :  they  are  read  everywhere^ 
their  substance  is  committed  to  memory,  me 
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•talk  over  them,  and  I  ventare  to  say  there  is 
not  a  member  of  this  House  who  oould  stand 
•before  a  mining  constitaency  without  getting 
a  pretty  good  **  heckling  "  as  to  what  he  had 
done  for  years  past. 

An  Hon.  IiIkmbkb. — You  know  it. 

Mr.  PYKE.— Yes:  I  speak  feelingly;  and 
I  also  speak  thankfully,  because  a  oonstitu- 
••ncy  which  understands  political  questions  and 
studies  them,  as  mine  does,  it  is  an  honour 
to  represent.  I  would  not  give  a  fig  to 
zepresont  a  constituency  of  people  who  take 
no  interest  in  politics.  I  have  heard  it  said 
again  and  again  by  people  who  live  in  towns, 
by  men  of  education  and  poRition  in  the 
world,  men  in  what  is  called  good  society,  that 
they  do  not  care  for  politics — they  will  declare 
ostentatiously  that  they  do  not  dabble  in  poli- 
tics. Why,  the  humblest  man  in  the  country 
ought  not  to  care  to  represent  such  people  as 
that.  Are  advantages  to  be  given  to  these  over 
people  who  take  a  keen  and  intelligent  inter- 
est in  politics?  Are  you  to  give  most  power 
to  those  who  know  least  and  care  least  about 
public  matters  ?  I  say  every  possible  advantage 
should  be  given,  every  concession  made,  to  the 
people  who  take  an  interest  in  politics,  who 
know  what  politics  mean,  and  who  know  that,  in 
a  young  country  like  this,  politics  are,  or  should 
be,  part  of  the  business  of  every  man's  daily 
life.  Unless  the  people  understand  these  things 
they  are  not  worth  representing.  There  is  an- 
other and  direct  proof  of  the  want  of  interest  in 
politics  shown  in  the  town  districts.  Look  at 
the  census  records  placed  before  us  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  see,  in  the  towns,  how  few  men  take 
the  trouble  to  put  their  names  on  the  electoral 
rolls  in  proportion  to  the  total  male  adult 
population.  Compare  that  with  the  care  and 
trouble  nearly  every  man  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts will  go  to  to  see  that  his  name  is  on  the 
roll.  Those  figures  show  in  what  parts  of  the 
community  the  greatest  interest  is  felt  in  the 
work  and  proceedings  of  the  country.  I  could 
give  comparative  figures  showing  the  number 
of  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  register  as 
compared  with  the  total  number  of  male  adults 
in  the  different  town  and  country  constituencies 
— figures  that  would  startle  even  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Hou.se.  I  could  show  one  electorate 
where  the  male  population  is  between  six  and 
-seven  thousand,  and  yet  where  there  are  less 
than  a  thousand  voters  on  the  roll.  In  another 
case,  with  as  large  a  population,  there  are  a  few 
•over  a  thousand.  Does  that  show  much  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  country  ?  Are  those 
'  the  men  to  whom  should  be  given  most  power 
to  make  the  laws  of  the  land  ?  No.  Let  us  turn 
it  the  other  way  about.  The  greatest  men  in 
England  have  been  furnished  by  her  country 
districts,  and  New  Zealand's  truest  politicians 
are  also  furnished  by  the  country  districts. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  Government 
have  made  an  attempt — I  trust  the  Premier 
will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  it  is  a  very 
clumsy  attempt  —  to  carry  out  some  of  the 
ideas  I  have  enunciated  with  respect  to  repre- 
sentation.    Thoy  say, — 

••  The  Commission  may,"— ^phrase  I  strongly 
Mr,  Fyke 


object  to—"  in  making  any  such  diriBKi 
distriotB,  take  into  consideration— 

"  (a.)  The  proportion  which  the  mnnba  sf 
male  mhabitanto  of  the  distnet,  olhertbi 
Maoris,  of  or  above  the  age  of  t«eii^-4M 
years,  bears  to  the  entire  popaUtioB,  ate 
than  Maoris,  of  the  district ;  and 

"  (h.)  The  locality  of  the  distiet,  ud  tk 
facility  or  otherwise  of  access  thereto." 

I  should  have  preferred  to  see  this  doi 
plainly  stated  in  accordance  with  tiie 
siderations  I  have  mentioned  as  to  ^  vu 
kinds  of  districts,  and  all  that  is  tD  be  dn 
should  be  understood  by  the  House  baioB  i 
accepts  any  redistribution  of  the  pieaentRfn- 
sentation.  "The  locality  of  the  diitfoet' 
and  **  the  facility  or  otherwise  of  Meos* 
such  very  vague  terms  that  if  the  Bill  bi 
carried— as  I  trust  it  will  not  be— the  Gsa- 
missioners  **  may  "  at  once  do  this,  ditl,  vA 
the  other— they  may  do  just  as  tl»j  ]^ 
with  the  constitution  of  this  House.  I  tidsk 
the  word  "  adult "  must  have  beenaocidattll; 
omitted  before  the  words  "  male  inh&biliBts'' 
in  what  I  have  just  read.  We  do  not  reoogsK 
boys  in  our  electoral  laws,  and  theiefoRn 
have  no  right  to  consider  them  si  csEiti^ 
any  weight  in  the  election  of  membexs  of  ^ 
House,  which  this  clause,  as  it  stsods,  o- 
doubtedly  would  do.  I  hear  an  hsBtssA 
gentleman  say,  "  We  will  not  have  it  it  if' 
Probably  he  will  not  have  the  chance  of  hviig  i 
it.  I  can  quite  understand  that.  I  lock  it  i 
the  census  returns  of  that  honounble  geBii^ 
man's  district,  and  I  can  undeistand  vhj  b< 
so  strongly  objects  to  some  of  the  vien  I 
have  been  enunciatinff.  I  invite  t^  tt- 
tention  of  the  honourable  gentlemaa  to  jg 
records.  Illness  prevented  my  being  peat 
during  the  earlier  part  of  this  debate ;  boi  I 
was  sorry  to  notice  from  the  reports  ^  ^ 
question  was  raised  of  North  a^inst  Soc^ 
which,  of  all  things  in  the  world,  is  s  qs» 
tion  the  raising  of  which  I  most  depncifc 
There  should  not  be,  and  there  cannot  be,iB! 
such  question  as  that  of  hostility  betveei 
the  two  Islands  which  constitute  tins  eoka?. 
There  can  be  no  true  colonial  feeUng,  ^ 
can  be  no  honest  political  feehng,  if  sea 
a  question  as  that  is  allowed  to  ui>S\^ 
we  tied  together  like  two  angiy  dogs  bsteiw 
by  a  chain  ?  Are  we  tied  together  ^  | 
would-be  divorcer  and  a  would-be  diwawe 
No.  If  we  cannot  work  together  \axsm 
ously  for  the  good  of  the  whole  colmf  i|^ 
time,  I  say,  for  ua  to  part  company  u^ 
gether.  But,  while  we  do  form  one  c^!' 
some  day,  I  trust,  to  be  incorporated  in  so  A» 
tralasian  federation,  and  afterwards  ii^an^  : 
perial  federation — I  go  further,  and  say,  v» 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Ghalmnj 
federation  of  the  English-speaking  peopk  ^ 
over  the  globe — I  say,  in  Ae  meantima, «? 
attempt  to  arouse  feelings  of  hostility  bedtf 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Islands  oo^tto" 
deprecated  by  every  man  who  loves  his  ooflag 
and  any  Bill  introduced  in  this  Honse  wtart 
contained  one  word  calculated  to  w^ 
I  one  part  of  the  colony  as  against  the  leA 
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oold  most  strongly  oppose,  no  matter  how 
▼atageous  I  might  consider  the  rest  of  the 
Mtfture  to  be.  Any  man  who  seeks  to  arouse 
itagonism  between  the  North  and  the  South 

no  friend  of  New  Zealand.  Therefore  I 
»pe  that  nothing  of  the  sort  will  come  into 
e  consideration  of  the  question  before  us. 
r,  there  is  a  strong  impression  prevalent 
at  the  smaller  electorates  are  unequally 
Tided  as  between  the  two  Islands.  I  do 
»t  agree  with  that.  I  find  in  the  report 
the  Legislative  Expenditure  Committee 
st  presented — a  curious  place  to  find  such 

thing  —  that  there  are  twelve  electorates 
mng  less  than  one  thousand  electors,  and,  of 
lese,  four  are  in  the  North  Island  and  eight 
.  the  South.  There  are  eight  with  over  two 
lousand,  half  being  in  the  North  and  half 
I  tho  South.  The  remaining  seventy -one 
ectorates,  each  having  from  one  thousand  to 
vo  thousand  electors,  are  so  ranged  that  it  is 
npossible  to  separate  them  for  any  political 
irpcse.     Therefore  the  present  representation 

not  altogether  so  unfairly  distributed  as  it 
light  appear  to  be  from  merely  looking  at  the 
)turD8  of  population  in  the  different  districts, 
icluding  those  who  are  not  entitled  to  the 
anchise.  Now,  I  just  want  to  say  one  word 
I  to  the  amalgamation  of  city  electorates.  I 
ant  to  know  on  what  principle  town  electorates 
bould  be  amalgamated  more  than  country 
lectorates.  If  you  are  going  to  adopt  that 
rinciple,  carry  it  out  to  its  proper  extent,  and 
malgamate  the  whole  of  the  country  into  one 
lectorate ;  or  let  each  island  or  each  provincial 
fovincial  district  be  one  electorate  ;  or  let 
bere  be  some  other  basis  of  amalgamation. 
i  you  do  that,  I  am  prepared  for  the  issue. 
tut  why  is  this  additional  power  to  be 
iven  to  those  who  have  already  unduly 
irge  power?  Why  is  this  additional  power 
i  co-operation  to  be  given  —  a  power  by 
rhich  the  large  towns  can  each  send  to  this 
loose  three  or  four  members  banded  to  work 
ogether  for  one  constituency,  as  fikgainst  four 
oen  working  for  four  scattered  districts  so 
eparated,  in  interest  and  requirements,  that 
hey  cannot  possibly  work  together  ?  If  we  take 
he  proper  test,  I  should  say  that  really  and 
nily  one  man  can  as  well  represent  a  city  of 
orty  thousand  inhabitants — because  they  are 
Jl  on  the  spot,  and  their  interests  are  all  alike 
-as  another  man  can  represent  a  country 
listrict  of  four  thousand.  Do  we  want  to  go 
tackwards?  The  action  wo  arc  taking  is 
etrogressive.  New  Zealand  was,  I  think,  the 
list  colony  to  adopt  the  single-electorate  prin- 
aple,  which  is  just  and  wise,  and  which  gives  a 
inance  to  the  minorities  to  be  represented. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  PYKE.— Yes,  undoubtedly  it  does.  The 
tther  system  smothers  the  minorities.  Eng- 
and  has  adopted  the  system,  I  will  not  say 
)ecause  of  our  example;  but  the  Imperial 
Parliament  is  not  too  proud  to  take  an  example 
rom  experiments  in  the  colonies,  although  this 
Souse  sometimes  pretends  to  be  too  proud  to 
^e  an  example  from  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
[  objected  for  many  years  in  this  House  to  the 


city  electorates,  and  in  1881  I  got  the  support 
of  the  Government  of  the  day  in  that  direction. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say — and  nobody  knows  it 
better  than  the  Premier — that  when  there  is 
an  amalgamated  city  constituency  they  return 
one  man  and  three  satellites,  or  one  man  and 
two  satellites,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  therefore 
they  simply  get  three  voices  at  one  man's  beck 
and  call.  In  a  Parliament  so  constituted  it 
often  happens  that  you  find  members  get  into 
this  House  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fleag 
got  into  Noah's  Ark.  They  were  not  able  to 
get  in  themselves,  so  they  got  on  a  monkey's 
back  and  were  carried  in ;  and  that  is  exactly 
how  men  got  into  this  House  in  the  olden  tims 
when  there  were  amalgamated  city  electorates : 
three  men  were  returned  at  the  instance  of  one. 
I  hope  this  House  will  never  allow  that  again. 
I  have  only  one  word  to  say,  and  that  is  this : 
I  think  if  Ministers  are  wise  they  will  tell  this 
House  at  once  that  if  the  House  consents  to 
the  second  reading  the  Bill  shall  go  no  further. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  they  will  find  it  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this,  and, 
if  it  does  go  through,  it  will  bo  in  such  a  shape, 
to  use  a  familiar  phrase,  that  "  its  own  mother 
won't  know  it."  I  really  prefer  to  attribute 
the  origin  of  this  Bill  to  the  softer  sex.  I  only 
ask  Ministers  to  regard  for  one  moment  the 
actual  position.  Do  they  remember  the  divi- 
sion that  took  place  on  this  Bill  the  other 
night,  when  twenty-two  of  their  strongest  sup- 
porters voted  against  them,  and  I  think  one 
Minister  voted  against  the  rest,  and  eighteen  of 
their  staunches t  opponents  voted  with  them  ? 
Can  they  not  see  that?  It  is  said  that 
**  in  vain  is  tho  net  spread  in  the  sight  of  any 
bird."  But  for  the  gallant  rescue  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  the  Premier  and 
his  colleagues  would  have  suffered  the  fate 
of  Actseon.  For  my  part,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  second  reading,  and  thus  save  Ministers 
from  themselves ;  for  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that,  if  they  pass  this  Bill,  as  surely  as  they 
are  sitting  on  those  benches  now,  they  wi2i 
not  sit  there  veiy  long  next  session. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.— I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  more  than  a  few  moments.  If  the 
Government  had  placed  any  number  of  mem- 
bers in  this  Bill  I  should  have  been  in  a  very 
much  easier  position  as  to  tho  matter  of  my 
vote ;  but,  when  they  leave  out  what  I  think  is 
the  most  important  feature  of  the  Bill,  I  feol 
in  some  doubt  as  to  what  course  I  should  take. 
If  they  had  fixed  the  number  of  members  at 
eighty,  or,  better  still,  a  less  number,  I  should 
have  followed  them  through  all  the  stages  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  should  have  been  ready  to 
remain  here  a  month  longer  to  help  them  to- 
carry  the  Bill  through  the  House ;  but  when 
they  throw  the  Bill  down  to  be  dealt  with 
in  this  way,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to- 
put  the  measure  off  to  another  session,  when 
they  or  another  I^Iinistry  may  take  a  firm  stand 
on  what  should  be  a  very  important  principle 
in  the  Bill.  If  the  present  number  of  members 
is  to  be  maintained  in  New  Zealand — and  from 
the  speeches  of  various  members  I  think  that 
is  likely  to  be  the  general  wish— then  I  think  it 
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is  not  ncccBsarv  to  bring  in  a  moasnrc  to  disturb 
tho  prc'Ksnt  electoral  districts.  If  the  Bill  passes 
its  second  rca^lin^  and  gois  into  Committee, 
there  are  ro  many  |Munts  which  are  matters  of 
argument  that  it  can  never  i)os8ibly  become  law 
this  session.  The  qiiention  of  amalgamated 
city  ( lectorates  is  oik  of  these,  and  there  is  the 
question  aa  bt  tw<rii  country  and  town  repre- 
sentation. I  \v(nihl  hay  to  those  honourable 
•menibi  rs  who  will  HU)iport  the  second  reading 
in  tho  tiopc  that  it  will  be  thrown  out  in  Com- 
•mittee.  If  veil  hojil  the  view  1  do.— that  it  will 
be  iniposhihle  to  put  this  Bill  through  Commit- 
tee evt  n  if  we  stay  here  another  month, — in- 
stead of  voting  in  favour  of  the  second  reading, 
face  the  matter  properly,  vote  ai^ainst  the 
second  readtnp.  and  let  us  have  done  with  this 
quo'^lion.  'i'liore  is  one  argument  which  ap- 
peals to  me  —  the  Ministry  is  divided  against 
Itself,  and  is  taking  no  interest  in  the  matter. 
For  a  Ministry  to  face  this  question,  it  must 
come  down  and  state  the  numher  of  members 
we  are  going  to  have  ;  but  to  say  that  we  arc  to 
pa'Js  a  Hill,  and  then  in  a  jaunty  sort  of  way 
to  have  the  numher  of  members  to  be  settled 
afterwards,  is  in  my  opinion  a  wrong  position 
to  tak(5  up.  For  a  Clovernment  in  dealing  with 
a  question  of  this  kind  to  give  no  expression  of 
•  opinion,  it  seems  to  me,  is  simple  absurdity. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  committed 
next  sitting-day, 

^Ir.  SEDDON  said,— I  move,  That  the  words 
"next  sitting-day  "  be  struck  out,  and  that  the 
words  **  this  day  month  "  be  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  a  merely  formal 
motion, — the  sequel  of  the  Bill  being  read  the 
second  time, — on  which  debate  is  not  allowed. 
The  next  debate  on  the  Bill  may  be  taken  on 
the  question,  **  That  I  do  leave  tho  chair," 
when  the  order  for  the  committal  is  read. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  quite  understand  ;  but  the 
only  question  that  arises  is,  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  honourable  members  to  vote  in  the 
negative,  and  I  invito  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  do  not  desire  the  Bill  to  proceed  fur- 
ther this  session  to  vote  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Yes ;  of  course  a  division 
can  be  taken  on  the  question. 

Tho  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  committed  next  sitting-day." 
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RABBIT  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTIIE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  mcved±*i> 
sertion  of  a  new  clause  providiug  tfiai  stoci- 
ovvners  may  vote  by  deputy. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qa?^a 
'*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time. ' 
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PROPERTY  ASSESSMENT  BELL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2.— Property  of  religious  societies »» 
incorporated  bodies  liable  to  rate. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qDf?^*^ 
'*  That  the  clause  stand  port  of  the  BiU." 
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third  time. 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  7. — Capital  money  under  Act :  invest- 
ment, &c.,  by  trustees  or  Court. 

Mr.  GARRICK  moved  the  omission  of  sub- 
section (2),  '*  In  purchase  of  land  in  fee- 
-simple." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*  That  the  subsection  be  retained." 
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DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASlN(i 

BILL. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  move,  That  this 
Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
considering clauses  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8.  Witli 
regard  to  clause  4,  the  House  will  remcmhcL 
that  when  this  Bill  was  in  Committee  tbu 
amount  of  £85,000  was  altered  to  £27,000.  That 
was  not  done,  certainly,  in  a  full  House,  and 
many  honourable  members  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  have  another  opportunity  of  explaining 
their  opinions  on  this  point.  The  clause  itself 
is  also  to  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  latter 
portion  of  it  altogether,  to  enable  other  clauses 
to  be  put  in,  and  to  work  out  a  different  system 
of  raising  debentures.  The  clauses  proposed 
to  be  put  in  have  been  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
some  days. 

Mr.  PEARSON.— Do  I  rightly  understand 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  wishes  the 
House  to  take  into  consideration  the  amount 
of  £35,000  which  was  struck  out  the  other 
night?  If  he  does,  would  he  be  kind  enough 
to  say  what  he  proposes  to  do  in  the  matter  ? 
Does  he  want  the  original  amount  to  be  in- 
serted ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMER Y.— The  Minister  has 
said  that,  owing  to  the  thin  House  there  was 
at  the  time  this  clause  was  passed,  he  wishes 
it  to  be  reconsidered — to  be  reconsidered  be- 
tween the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  there  is  a  much  smaller  House.  And 
with  what  hope  ?  Is  it  with  the  hope  of  con- 
vincing honourable  members ;  or  because  there 
has  been  lobbying  going  on,  and  a  majority 
is  likely  to  be  secured  to  reverse  the  decision 
arrived  at  the  other  night  ?  If  that  is  the  case, 
I  think  it  behoves  honourable  members  who 
hold  a  decided  opinion  on  this  matter  to  state 
their  views,  in  order  that  those  views  may  go  to 
the  country  through  Hansard,  1  shall  state 
my  views.  At  this  late  hour  of  the  night 
we  are  called  upon  to  reverse  a  decision 
deliberately  arrived  at  the  other  evening; 
and  we  have  got  a  notable  precedent  for  that 
in  the  Waimate  Railway  case  last  yecu:,  in 
which  the  amount  of  lobbying  and  button- 
holing was  not  very  creditable  to  this  House. 
And  my  belief  is  that  the  Minister  would  not 
come  down  and  ask  that  this  decision  be  reversed 
unless  it  had  been  conveyed  to  him  that  there 
was  some  probability,  or  almost  certainty,  of 
this  alteration  being  made.  We  are  asked  to 
reverse  the  decision  of  the  other  night.  For 
what  purpose?  In  order  to  make  good  the 
rates  due  by  a  company  which  has  done  nothing, 
as  far  as  I  know,  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
colony — in  order  to  absolve  the  company  from 
paying  rates  that  it  has  refused  to  pay.  We  are 
going  to  reverse  the  decision,  in  order  that 
the  colony  should  pay  those  rates  which  the 
company  has  endeavoured  not  to  pay.  If  I 
understand  the  position  of  the  other  night,  it 
was  this:  that  we  were  to  give  £110,(XX)  as 
the  purchase-price  of  the  railway,  and  let  the 
company  collect  the  rates.  Now  the  proposal 
is  that  they  should  forego  those  rates ;  and  I 
entirely  object  to  that.    It  was  as  a  compro^ 
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mise,  after  mature  consideration,  that  the 
honourable  nienibor  for  Taranaki  proposed  the 
amount  of  £27,0()O ;  but  he  knows  as  well  as  I 
do— because  he  stated  it  with  great  clearness 
— that  the  amount  he  proposed  was  far  in 
excess  of  what  the  Government  ought  to  pay. 
What  he  did  was  what  any  other  man  in  politi- 
cal life  would  have  to  do— that  is  to  say,  when 
he  could  not  get  the  best  thing  he  took  the 
best  thing  he  could  get,  and  so  he  moved  that 
resolution  and  carried  it.  And  yet  we  are  now 
asked  to  reverse  our  decision  1  We  were  told 
the  other  evening  that  the  railway  company 
did  not  wish  to  sell,  and  that  the  Agricultural 
Company  had  no  piurtioular  feeling  about  this 
matter.  We  are  told  now  that  the  secretaries 
of  these  two  companies  are  up  here.  I  do  not 
blame  them.  They  are  gentlemen  following 
their  profession,  and  endeavouring  to  do  their 
best  for  the  companies  that  employ  them.  But 
.  I  ask  this :  Does  that  look  as  if  the  railway 
company  did  not  wish  to  sell,  or  as  if  the 
Agricultural  Company  has  no  feeling  in  the 
matter?  Why  do  they  come  to  Wellington? 
It  is  because  they  find  that  the  Agricultural 
Company  would  have  to  pay  their  part  of  the 
rates,  and  also  that  there  was  a  chance  of  the 
railway  company  having  to  take  something 
nearer  to  the  true  value  of  the  line  than  they 
had  sought  to  obtain  from  the  Government. 
I  ask  honourable  members  to  bear  that  in 
mind.  Let  them  make  no  mistake  about  it. 
If  the  company  were  not  putting  on  the 
Government  the  obligation  to  redeem  those 
debentures,  and  to  pay  at  least  i^l 8,000  for 
them,  or  to  pay  the  difference  of  2  per  cent, 
interest  on  them  for  twenty-three  years  and 
ten  and  a  half  years  respectively,  then  this 
railway  would  not  cost  the  country  what  it  is 
now  proposed  it  should  cost.  Instead  of  pay- 
ing only  £110,000,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
pay  £ri3,000.  I  speak  because  I  hold  the  opin- 
ion very  strongly  that  we  are  doing  a  wrong 
thing.  It  would  be  very  much  pleasanter  for 
me  if  I  could  agree  that  we  should  give  this 
money ;  because  no  one  likes  to  make  enemies ; 
and  if  you  prevent  these  persons  maJcing  such 
an  arrangement  with  the  Government  as  they 
think  satisfactory,  but  which  you  do  not  con- 
sider to  be  so,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  say 
that  it  is  done  merely  out  of  some  desire  to 
prevent  the  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement. I  consider  that  a  very  great  wrong 
is  being  attempted  to  be  done  to  the  colony, 
and  I  am  astonished  that  the  Minister,  after 
getting  tlie  deliberate  opinion  of  the  House, 
should,  at  this  hour  of  the  morning,  attempt 
to  reverse  that  decision.  There  are  not  many 
members  here,  for  many  have  gone  away  with- 
out pairing,  and  we  have  not  so  large  a  House 
to  consider  this  matter  as  we  should  have  if  it 
were  brought  on  earlier.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  proposal.  I  have  no  objection  to  going 
into  Committee  to  arrange  about  the  deben- 
tures, but  I  most  decidedly  object  to  going  into 
Committee  to  attempt  to  reverse  the  decision 
which  this  House  deliberately  arrived  at  only 
a  few  days  ago.  I  trust  that  other  honourable 
members  will  feel  the  necessity  of  impressing 
My,  Montgomery 


on  the  Government,  as  I  have  di»i£,  thas6 
a  great  vrrong. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I,  too,  most  maixGj 
test  against  this  attempted  zevenal  of  i& 
did  the  other  night.    I  aoi  astonished  ^1 
Minister  for  Public  Woite  should  late 
again  bring  this  matter  before  the  Hook. 
spoke  of  the  decision  having  been  smvad  \ 
a  small  House,  and  late;  but  what  is  tk 
now?    Not  only  is  the  House  small,  hiti 
nearly  half-past  twelve  o'clock.     Tbe  Ss 
very  deliberately,  the  other  evening,  Ksfied 
clearly  what  its  intention  was  in  oqodsMi 
with  this  railway ;  and  I  cannot  see  «lBt]ii 
of  justification  the  Minister  for  Pnblie  Wiri 
has  to   relieve   this  company   of  tm-i^ 
of  the  rates  that  should  bia  paid.    He  dii  fl 
explain  that  in  any  possible  way,  oraiiof  ii 
the  company  had  any  claim  for  sack  nil 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  if  we  allow  the  ^1 
be  recommitted  in  order  that  the  £S,(XX)  ffii^lli 
reinserted  in  the  clause,  we  shall  never  ges of 
penny  of  these  rates.     I  say  that  is  ik^  o^ 
the  intention  of  the  coxnpany,  but  of  tb  G»> 
vemment  themselves,    ^e  hononr&Ud  Eia> 
her  for  Akaroa  has  stated  that  we  ihonldo- 
member  what  took  pla«e  in  connectna  ^ 
the  Waimate    Railway,  when   the  M  nt 
recommitted  to  insert  that  line,  after  i  lb- 
liberate  vote  of  the  House  had  been  taka  ii 
the  opposite  direction.     We  should  renuB^ 
that,  and  we  should  remember  also  the  loA 
of  what  took  place  in  connection  with  tka 
railway  since  that  time.     I  asked  the  Miai^ 
the  other  night  what  state  that  rsilmj  ^ 
in ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  pf^*^ 
tempted  to  describe  its  financial  oondiaan.  I 
can  only  repeat  again  now  what  I  bait  ail 
over    and   over  again,  that   the  recomiDittl 
of  the  Bill  to  insert  that  railway  in  Uie  sebe- 
dule  was  a  wrong  to    the   colony;  ai^  tk 
same  thing  is  attempted  to  be  doneiathiscaae. 
It  is  clear  that,  if  we  reinsert  this  JE8,006,i^ 
sum  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  this  nuNjii 
£181,000,  in  round  numbers.    That  is  to»^ 
there  is  the  £110,000,  and  the  £13,000  fa  4* 
bonus  on  the  debentures  held  by  the  InsnBa« 
Company,  and  then  there  is  the  £8,000  of  nta 
due  ;  making,  in  all,  £131,000:  when  oaroj 
officials  tell  us  that  the  railway  is  not  ^ 
more  than  £102,000  to  the  colony.   Iwaite 
what  possible  excuse  the  Minister  can  a&i^ 
recommending  the  reversal  of  the  decisiifflflj 
this  House.    I  cannot  see  any  just  plea  i^*^ 
that  he  can  give  for  the  country  entenngiss^ 
such  a  speculation  as  this.    I  undeistasd  tlsf 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Hokooo 
argues  that  it  will  relieve  a  laige  d™*^ 
ratepayers  of  heavy  burdens  which  they  caiJ» 
meet.    But  it  has  been  repeatedly  shown  tbti 
the  average  payment  to  be  made  by  Aeseial*' 
payers  is  about  Ss.  each  a  year.   Ihste^ 
the  list  of  these  ratepayers,  but  have  »°'J^ 
able  to  get  hold  of  one  this  session  ;lp^ 
believe  such  is  the  case,  and,  if  so,tbeieisi^ 
force  whatever  in  the  argument  that  the  ^ 
proposed  should  be  taken  to  relieve  the  n^  j 
payers.    The  people  connected  with  flie  *J^  | 
pany  have  known  for  the  last  twelve  ia»w* 
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i  wc  were  going  to  do  to-day.  Therefore  it 
ziply  a  relief  of  a  wealthy  company,  with 
Ix  we  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  that 
Id  entitle  them  to  any  such  consideration. 
*-  shoald  have  paid  their  rates  long  ago.  I 
ot  blame  the  gentlemen  whom  they  have 

liere  as  a  deputation  to  try  and  get  this 
recommitted;  hut  I  say  to  honourahle 
kl>et8  that  they  have  no  right  to  listen  to 
temen  knocking  about  the  lobbies  and 
^izLg  them  on  this  subject.  We  have  had 
igh.  of  that  in  connection  with  railways 
bdy,  and  we  have  a  report  brought  up  to 
>-aay  saying  that  it  would  bo  well  to  leave 
e  district-railway  questions  over  till  next 
ion.    I  think    this    one  also  might  very 

bo  treated  in  the  same  manner.  I  am 
I  that,  if  we  leave  the  Act  as  it  stands  now, 
company  will  be  only  too  glad  to  accept 
offer  which  has  been  made  to  them,  pro- 
d  wo  hand  over  the  rates  to  them  and  let 
n  collect  those  rates.  We  have  no  right 
,ake  tlic  rates  and  liabilities  belonging  to 
;  company  upon  our  shoulder.?.  If  this 
B  a  transaction  in  which  honourable  mem- 
i  were  venturing  their  own  money  they 
lid  do  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  I  hope 
ourable  gentlemen  will  treat  it  as  they 
lid  treat  it  if  they  were  dealing  with  their 
I  money.  I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  mem- 
hcre  who  would  go  into  a  speculation  like 
I  with  his  own  fands,  and  we  should  not 
it  with  the  funds  of  the  colony.  I  shall 
detain  the  House  longer.  I  have  made  my 
test,  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  prevent  this 
ag  done. 

It.  BRYCE. — ^I  also  wish  to  enter  my  pro- 
i  against  this  attempt  to  squander  the  public 
ney  of  the  colony.  I  suppose  that  noses 
re  been  carefully  counted,  or  this  attempt 
lid  not  bo  made,  and  therefore  no  more 
ai  entering  one's  protest  can  be  done.  Still, 
hotdd  have  thought  that,  considering  that 
I  Premier  of  the  present  Government  is  so 
concerned  with  this  company  that  he  has 
abstain  from  voting  on  the  question,  and 
ksidcring  how  far  other  members  of  the  Oo- 
nment  have  been  concerned  with  one  or 
ler  of  these  companies,  the  Government 
aid  have  been  particularly  careful  to  abstain 
•m  doing  anything  that  carried  the  stain  of 
tpicion  upon  it.  But  it  is  a  case  of  the 
terests  of  the  colony  vers7is  the  interests  of 
B  company ;  and  what  can  we  expect,  from 
B  experience  we  have  had,  but  that  the  Go- 
mment  should  throw  its  full  weight  into  the 
kerests  of  the  company?  The  honourable 
amber  who  now  proposes  that  we  should  re- 
Ind  the  decision  which  we  have  already  come 
spoke  of  that  decision  having  been  arrived 
_  in  a  thin  House ;  but  I  would  point  out  that 
ty-seven  members  besides  yourself.  Sir,  voted 
I  that  occasion,  and  I  would  ask,  can  that  be 
tiled  a  thin  House  at  this  time  of  the  session  ? 
pes  the  honourable  gentleman  expect  a  fuller 
Ause  now?  If  so,  I  say  it  must  have  been 
^fully  arranged  on  the  one  side  and  as  care- 
lUy  concealed  from  the  other.  I  would  call 
?Mial  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  ten 
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minutes  post  twelve  o*clock  before  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  attempted  to  revive  this  ques- 
tion which  has  already  been  decided  by  the 
House.  They  have  kept  this  motion  hanging 
on,  deliberately  watching  their  opportmiity — 
scouring  and  arranging  their  opportunity,  in 
order  that  they  might  reverse  the  decision 
which  the  House  deliberately  arrived  at,  and 
which  I,  at  any  rate,  expected  the  honourablo 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  have 
loyally  accepted,  from  the  words  he  then  used.  ' 
We  know  what  has  taken  place  within  the  last 
day  or  two  in  this  place.  We  know  that  the 
company  or  the  companies — shall  I  use  the 
singular  or  the  plural  form  in  making  this 
reference? — have  sent  up  gentlemen  d  use 
what  influence  they  can  with  the  Goverument 
and  with  members  to  get  this  thing  done.  I 
do  not  blame  those  gentlemen,  but  I  do  blame 
the  Government  and  members  who  could  sub- 
mit to  that  influence.  It  is  not  long  ago  that 
we  were  very  virtuous  with  regard  to  another 
matter.  Is  our  memory  so  short  that  we  have 
forgotten  it;  or  do  we  not  now  see  going  on 
in  the  lobby  what  went  on  then  ?  I  mean  ear- 
wigging  and  lobbying  of  members  ;  and  what  a 
thing  that  is  that  the  Government  should  make 
themselves  a  party  to  by  attempting  to  rescind 
a  vote  of  the  House !  I  have  said  it  is  impossible 
now  to  do  more  than  protest  against  this  ;  but 
I  do  enter  my  emphatic  protest  against  an 
attempt  to  reverse  a  deliberate  vote  of  the 
House,  arrived  at  under  much  fairer  and  more 
straightforward  circumstances  than  are  likely 
to  attend  the  present  vote. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  can  only  say  that  I  must, 
with  the  lost  speaker,  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  this  matter  being  brought  on 
again.  I  know  all  about  this  railway,  having 
sat  last  session  for  a  considerable  time  on  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  when  the  evidence 
which  came  before  us  showed  us  most  distinctly 
that  the  amount  proposed  to  be  given  for  this 
line  now  is  very  full  value  for  it,  and  even 
more  than  full  value.  The  evidence  given  was 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  value  which 
the  railway  should  be  considered  to  have  for 
rating  purposes.  The  amount  claimed  was 
from  £105,000  to  £107,000;  but  the  Committee, 
after  looking  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  re- 
duced it  to  £95,000.  If  it  could  not  be  shown 
that  the  value  was  more  than  that  when  the 
question  was  one  of  raising  taxes  from  tho 
people,  I  should  like  to  know  how  it  can  bo 
said  to  bo  worth  more  now.  I  voted  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  because  I  thought  it 
necessary  that  these  district  railways  should  be 
done  away  with ;  but  I  voted,  when  we  were 
fixing  the  amount,  for  the  sum  which  it  was 
decided  to  give  for  the  line ;  and  I  think  that 
we  fixed  a  very  fair  amount  indeed.  If  it  goes 
into  Committee  I  shall  vote  to-night  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  the  last 
speaker,  that  this  is  going  to  be  carried.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  will  be  carried,  and  I  say 
that  I  am  prepared  to  make  one,  if  necessary, 
to  stop  here  for  another  fortnight  to  prevent  it 
being  carried.  I  do  not  want  to  delay  the 
House  ;  but  that  is  my  intention  in  re^ 
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this  Bill.  I  un  prepared  to  ftssist  any  mem- 
bers who  will  resist  the  Bill  to  the  utmost.  I 
think  it  is  a  most  unfair  thing  to  try  and  force 
this  upon  the  House  at  this  time. 

^f  r.  BUCHANAN.— In  common  with  honour- 
ahle  members  who  have  just  spoken  I  must 
also  enter  my  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  this  matter.  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  the  remarks  that  have  been  made  as 
to  this  attempt  to  reverse  the  vote  which  this 
House  has  already  come  to  upon  this  question ; 
and  I  would  ask  honourable  members  to  realize 
that  the  responsibility  does  not  end  with  the 
■ettlement  of  the  present  question.  There  are 
other  railways  now  in  existence  in  the  colony 
and  other  railways  to  be  built  that  this  House 
will  be  forced  to  deal  with  in  the  future,  and 
we  should  be  very  careful  how  we  make  prece- 
dents. Against  great  opposition  the  Govern- 
ment forced  the  country  to  enter  into  heavy 
liabilities  with  regard  to  district  railways  last 
flcsBion.  I  6bm  not  now  going  to  detail  what 
took  place  with  regard  to  those  railways.  The 
subject  is  anything  but  a  savoury  one,  and  we 
have  had  references  of  a  very  unpleasant  cha- 
racter to  those  transactions  this  session.  I 
would  therefore  urge  the  House  to  adhere  to 
the  resolution  already  arrived  at,  and  not  to 
conRcnt  to  the  increased  price  which  is  now 
being  attempted  to  be  forced  on  the  House. 
I  am  satisfied  that  influences  of  a  most  un- 
fair character  are  being  brought  to  bear  in 
order  to  induce  honourable  members  to  give 
more  than  a  fair  value  for  this  railway.  If 
the  company,  as  has  been  said,  does  not  wish 
to  part  with  it,  what  have  we  hod  all  this 
lobbying  for  ?  Why  does  the  company  not 
stick  to  its  property?  Why  is  this  pressure 
attempted  to  bo  put  upon  Parliament  to  pur- 
chase this  railway?  Where  is  the  Premier 
this  evening?  Why  is  he  not  supporting  the 
promises  made  to  this  House  a  short  time 
ago,  when  he  appealed  to  us  to  assist  him  in 
cutting  down  borrowing  and  in  tapering  off? 
What  is  this  but  heaping  further  borrowing  on 
the  country'  ?  and,  if  we  make  a  precedent  like 
this  now,  what  are  we  to  expect  when  similar 
subjects  come  up  before  this  House  in  a  future 
year?  I  shall  be  very  gIsMi  to  assist  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  last  speaker,  and  re- 
main here  a  fortnight,  if  we  can  only  prevent 
this  injustice  being  done  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  what  the  temper  of  the  House  is,  and, 
in  view  of  the  speeches  which  have  been  made, 
even  at  this  eleventh  hour,  recognize  that  it  is 
desirable  to  withdraw  from  the  position  into 
which  they  are  getting  the  House  and  them- 
selves before  the  country.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  that  would  aggravate  their  position 
at  the  present  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
great  pressure  has  been  brought  upon  this 
House  for  which  they  are  scarcely  responsible  ; 
but  in  giving  \/ay  to  it  they  moke  themselves 
responsible  :  and  it  seems  to  mo  that  the  Go- 
yemment  would  do  well  now  to  agree  to  the  ad- 
journment of  this  debate.  I,  for  my  own  part, 
ieel  strongly  that,  after  what  has  taken  place, 
Mr.  Duncan 


there  ought  to  he  an  adjoammeiit,  ndliU 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  ~  You  cannot  dism 
merits  of  the  Bill  in  moving  the  tdyssnaiti 
of  the  debate.  And  if  you  fail  to  obii&s 
adjournment  when  you  move  it  yoa  vkl ' 
your  right  to  speak  again. 

Mr.  MONTGOMKHY.-^^annot  ^  kiA 
able  gentleman  give  reasons  for  thf  tijaa 
ment  of  the  debate  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes ;  but  the  htmia^ 
member  has  been  discussing  the  medti  d  U 
Bill,  and,  my  attention  being  awakened  to  IW 
by  the  interposition  of  the  honourabk  raada 
for  Akaroa,  I  decide  that  I  cannot  albt  ii 
honourable  member  to  move  the  adjonnrMt 
now ;  so  he  had  better  make  his  speed  m 
upon  the  measure. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Very  well.  Sir.  I  hm 
not  much  more  to  say,  for  I  cannot  sdd  m 
thing  to  what  has  been  said  so  well  bj  At 
honourable  members  for  Akaroa  and  Wi»i 
tara  and  other  honourable  membezs.  I  this 
that  the  House  would  be  acting  voj  sStli 
to  itself  if  it  acceded  to  the  request  ta  neps 
this  question  at  all.  If  this  is  done  the  cm 
try  will  feel,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  oifae. 
that  wrong  has  been  done.  The  Hinistste 
Public  Works^  on  a  previous  occasioB,  if  a* 
in  so  many  words,  yet  impliedly  intinuited  t 
this  House  that  he  was  prepared,  in  a  msUayi 
this  kind,  to  accept  from  the  House  sd  jb^ 
tion  of  what  it  thought  would  be  a&ii{si»^' 
give.  He  placed  before  the  House  dooB^su 
with  relation  to  the  matter ;  and  tbo?e  ^ 
ments,  together  with  the  evidence  of  oi&»a 
of  high  standing,  showed,  by  veiy  sUe  a2|> 
monts,  what  price  should  be  paid  for  thknb- 
way.  In  the  face  of  that  evidence  I  oaaA 
conceive  that  honourable  members  can  js^ 
to  their  constituents  going  beyond  the  tea^f^ 
the  arrangement  which  has  been  propoeeM^ 
is,  that  the  railway  should  not  be  porchasalif 
it  canuot  be  got  for  £102,000.  I  oonf^  t^^ 
do  not  see  where  the  necessity  aiiss  its  ^ 
ceeding  with  this  expenditure  at  all.  H  ^ 
company  do  not  want  to  sell  we  do  sot  nt>t 
to  force  them  to  sell.  That  seems  Ui^^ 
position;  and  the  Bill,  if  they  do  not  like  t* 
avail  themselves  of  its  provisions,  will  beeosi 
a  dead-letter,  and  the  matter  need  not  code  s? 
again.  But  I  feel,  with  regard  to  the  jae&i 
position  of  the  colony,  that  we  should  be  dsiRl 
a  very  wrong  act  in  increasing  its  liabilities^ 
the  straits— I  was  going  to  say— in  which  i» 
at  present  stands.  I  do  not  think  ^  ^ 
should  at  this  juncture  place  further  ttsu^ 
on  the  people.  We  are  at  the  present  tiiwJB 
this  condition  :  that  from  end  to  end  oi  ^ 
colony  there  is  distress  in  every  class.  ^ 
have  distress  among  the  mercantile  class  ^ 
among  the  storekeepers,  and  we  have  this  af 
from  the  unemployed  from  one  end  of  d* 
colony  to  the  other ;  and  yet  we  do  not  hesW* 
here,  in  this  House,  to  advocate  the  pa^^ 
interests  of  a  company  at  a  time  vrhcai  ^  • 
public  interests  are  suffering  thron^ont  i«' 
community.  I  do  hope  Ministers  wiU  s«  tt«:' 
way,  at  this  late  hour,  to  desist  from  tP^ 


5.3 


Municipal 


[COUNCIL.] 


Corporations  Bill. 


659 


^th.  this  proposal.  The  very  fact  that  it  is 
»  on  one  o'clock  would  itself  leflect  dis- 
it  on  Ministers  if  they  tried  to  force  this 
S  on.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  they 
ted  to  do  a  deed  of  darkness  in  dark  hours. 
tk  tliem,  if  they  are  detencined  to  do  this, 
ny  rate  to  let  daylight  shine  upon  it. 
jr.  PEACOCK.— I  shall  move  the  adjoum- 
it  of  the  debate,  and  I  do  so  upon  these 
inds  ^  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
m  by  surprise  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night. 
8  is  an  attempt  to  reverse  a  decision  of  the 
use  arrived  at  at  a  time  when  the  House  was 
er  tlian  it  is  at  present.  Ko  notice  has 
n  given  of  this  in  the  ordinary  way.  The 
al  course  is  to  put  such  amendments  as 
I  on  a  Supplementary  Order  Paper,  so  that 
labera  might  know  what  is  coming  on  ;  but 
iiing  of  t^e  kind  has  been  done  in  this  in- 


Hr.  ROSS. — I  beg  to  second  the  motion  for 
I  adjournment.  I  have  no  objection  what- 
nr  to  the  question  being  reconsidered  if  fresh 
fuments  can  bo  adduced ;  but  I  do  protest 
%inst  the  House  being  asked  to  reconsider 
a  question  at  this  time  in  the  morning,  espe- 
klly  considering  the  small  number  of  mem- 
rs  who  are  present.  When  there  is  a  full 
>use  is  the  proper  time  to  bring  forward  a 
Bitter  like  this. 

Mr.  E.  RICHAEDSON.— With  regard  to  this 
Lestion  of  the  adjournment,  I  can  only  say  at 
ice  that  I  have  no  wish  to  force  any  decision 
xm  the  House  to-night.  It  is  said  that  we 
m  brought  this  question  on  suddenly,  and 
ithoat  the  knowledge  of  members;  but  that 

not  correct,  because  it  has  been  known 
kioughout  the  House  that  we  were  going  to 
isl  with  it.  There  has  been  no  secret  about  it 
iall. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  —  There  was  no  notice 
iven  about  this  particular  clause. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Half  the  members 
i  the  House  have  spoken  to  me  about  this 
latter  during  this  afternoon  and  this  evening, 
nd  every  one  knew  pei*fcctly  well  that  this 
latter  was  to  be  reopened.  I  would  simply 
ppeat  that  I  will  take  the  vote  of  the  House  on 
iie  question  of  adjournment,  as  I  have  no  wish 
X  ail  to  take  the  House  by  surprise  in  this 
natter.  As  I  cannot  allude  to  the  debate  that 
ia&  taken  place,  I  shall  not  continue  my  re- 
narks. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  just  like  to 
ay  that  I  think  the  Government  would  be 
Rrise  to  take  the  adjournment,  and  I  think  it 
vonld  be  well  that  a  time  should  now  be  fixed 
»'hen  the  order  can  come  on  to-morrow,  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  question  as  to  whether  the 
House  has  to  decide  it  or  not. 

^ifotion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  has  made  a  goodi 
raggestion.  Let  us  have  no  uncertainty  about* 
it,  and  have  it  as  the  first  order  of  the  day  forj 
to-morrow.  The  Premier  is  not  here,  but  I 
We  no  doubt  he  will  consent  to  that. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one' 
o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  12th  JLugwt,  1886. 

First  Beading— Second 

''ountiei    " 

[inixig] 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakxb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Property  Assessment  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Property  Assessment  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Stamp  Bill. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  a  Free  Conference 
witn  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
their  amendments  in  clauses  157  and  192  of  the 
Counties  Bill,  stating  that  they  had  appointed 
four  Managers  on  their  behalf,  and  requesting 
the  Legislative  Council  to  appoint  a  like  num- 
ber. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  a  Free 
Conference  be  agreed  to;  and  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  the 
Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  a  Free  Conference 
with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
their  amendments  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
Council  agree  to  a  Free  Conference ;  and  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  ap- 
pointed the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Agreed  to. 

MINING  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved.  That  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the 
Council  may  go  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  disagreeing  with  certain  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  in  the  Mining  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  Council  resuming. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  ques- 
tion was,  **  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  agreed  to." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  Council  doth  insist  on 
its  amendments  in  clauses  139  and  274 ;  and 
that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to 
draw  up  reasons  for  such  insistance :  and  that 
the  Council  agree  with  the  remaining  aOMaA^ 
inents. 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Sukphabd  subHeqaently 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  reasons  for  insisting  on  the 
Council's  amendments  in  clauses  139  and  274 
of  the  Mining  Bill,  the  reasons  being  aa  fol- 
low:— 

**  The  proviRions  already  made  in  the  Act  for 
the  resumption  of  land  for  mining  purposes  are 
amply  sulhcient  to  secure  to  the  mining  in- 
terest the  use  of  lands  found  to  be  auriferous 
or  to  produce  hilvtT  ores.  The  new  and  excep- 
tional power  proposed  to  be  given  by  clause 
131)  to  autliorizo  prospecting  parties  to  invade 
the  lands  of  privato  individuals  would  lead  to 
groat  inconvenience  and  injury,  and  the  pos- 
bibility  of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  in  a 
mining  district  would  seriously  aifoct  the  value 
of  private  property. 

"  It  is  understood  that  a  contract  has  been 
ina<le  with  an  English  company  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway, 
and  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  land  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  to  the  company  lies  within 
the  West  Coast  goldfields.  To  expose  this  tract 
of  country  to  the  danger  of  being  operated 
upon  in  the  manner  which  this  clause  renders 
possible  would  seriously  deteriorate  its  com- 
mercial value,  and  might  bo  held  to  amount  to 
a  breach  of  the  public  faith  if,  after  the  con- 
tract having  been  made  with  the  company,  it 
were  now  passed  into  law. 

*'  As  to  the  clause  274,  the  amendment  is 
consequential,  and  need  not  be  considered  if 
clausf  131)  is  excluded  from  the  Bill." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  3HEPHARD  moved,  That  the 
reasons  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  the  Coun- 
cil ought  to  give  general  reasons,  not  special 
reasons.  The  reference  to  the  West  Coast 
Kaihvay  looked  like  sarcasm. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— The  general  rea- 
sons were  given  before. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  in  a  case 
like  this  special  reasons  and  special  reasons 
only  ought  to  bo  given.  The  question  had  been 
debated,  and  the  matter  had  afterwards  been 
referred  to  ^lanagors  to  draw  up  reasons. 
These  were  now  before  them.  His  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Peacock  seemed  to  dislike  the  re- 
ference to  the  Midland  Railway;  but  he  ought 
to  bu  pleased  at  that  reference,  because  they 
were  all  very  much  interested  in  that  railway, 
and  were  trying  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
company  in  every  way.  This  was  the  first  time 
he  had  known  the  honourable  gentleman  to  get 
up  and  take  exception  to  interests  that  were 
really  his  own  interests. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  the 
reasons  given  were  clear  and  explicit,  and  all 
that  were  required. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  message  ordered  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
accordingly. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 
The  Hon.   Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  the  Looftl 
Bodies*  Loans  Bill  was  in  a  rather  peculiar 
position  at  the  present  moment.    The  Bill  was 


in  the  CouncO.  Some  time  tigQ  he  Dwral 
a  second  Free  Conference  should  be  t^td^ 
with  Manaj^ers  to  be  appointed  on  behalf  d 
House  of  Representatives.  The  mo^  m 
not  agreed  to.  The  point  involved  in  ^ 
was,  however,  the  same  as  that  raked  h  at 
Counties  Bill  and  the  Municipal  Car^aaSae^ 
Bill,  for  which  a  Free  Conference  kid ' 
appointed.  He  thought  it  was  v^  dd 
to  get  the  present  Bill  passed  into  kv;  oi 
therefore,  with  the  leave  of  the  Coafid!,ls 
would  move.  That  a  second  Free  ConfffiEsxbi 
asked  for  on  the  Local  Bodies*  Loses  £i, 
and  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Em.  li 
McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  and  the  Ea. 
Mr.  Wilson  be  the  Managers  on  bekslfoCib 
Council. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  there  ohM  » 
no  objection  to  this  course;  but  theqassia 
was,  whether  it  was  in  order.  All  theie  \3b^ 
should  come  on  in  the  regular  way.  If  it 
the  regular  course  that  they  should  nov  sf- 
proach  the  other  Chamber  he  had  zu>  o^ae^ 
at  all  to  make ;  but  they  should  not  go  osstf 
the  ordinary  course  in  their  transacti(»i5i:& 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  the  pccia 
was  this :  There  was  a  Free  Conference.  Bi 
Managers  disagreed.    The  Bill  was  now  «i 
the  Council.    The  matter  had  been  discsssL 
and  the  point  turned  on  the  qaestion  u )» 
whether  the  same  Managers  should  be  ^^Ksssad  | 
for  a    second  Conference,    or  whether  to  j 
should   be  new  ones.    He  knew  he  was  oft  j 
strictly  in  order;  but  the  Bill  had  caosedtks  i 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  anxiety,  and  k  ■ 
asked  the  indulgence  of   the  Council  in  a-  j 
dcavouring  to  pass  it  into  law.  i 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER  said  s  | 
was  quite  within  the  powers  of  the  CdcbsI  | 
to   adopt  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  the  Ok-  \ 
nial  Secretary.    They  could  approach  the  o^ 
House  by  the  process  he  had  indicate 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  would  iil»  f> 
ask  whether  the  proposed  Managers  wcb  ia 
accord  with  the  opinion  expressed  on  this  ^a* 
tion  by  a  majority  of  tlie  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  thej  vst  ; 
There  was  no  doubt  about  that,  because  ^ 
points  raised  in  these  Bills  were  exactlju^ 
same. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER  said » 
having  the  division-list  turned  up  he  foQw 
that  the  names  of  the  proposed  ManageK«ae 
with  the  majority  that  voted  on  this  qaessi®^ 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  a  message  ordertd  •? 
be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Kepre«a^ 
tives  accordingly. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eight  o'clock  pJ8- 
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on  with  this  proposal.  The  very  fact  that  it  is 
close  on  one  o'clock  would  itself  leflect  dis- 
credit on  Ministers  if  they  tried  to  force  this 
thing  on.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  they 
wanted  to  do  a  deed  of  darkness  in  dark  hours. 
I  ask  them,  if  they  are  determined  to  do  this, 
at  any  rate  to  let  daylight  shino  upon  it. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  shaU  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  and  I  do  so  upon  these 
grounds:  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
taken  by  surprise  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night. 
This  is  an  attempt  to  reverse  a  decision  of  the 
House  arrived  at  at  a  time  when  the  House  was 
fuller  than  it  is  at  present.  No  notice  has 
been  given  of  this  in  the  ordinary  way.  The 
usual  course  is  to  put  such  amendments  as 
this  on  a  Supplementary  Order  Paper,  so  that 
xnooftbers  might  know  what  is  coming  on  ;  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  done  in  this  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  ROSS. — I  beg  to  second  the  motion  for 
the  adjournment.  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  question  being  reconsidered  if  fresh 
argaments  can  be  adduced ;  but  I  do  protest 
against  the  House  being  a^ed  to  reconsider 
the  question  at  this  time  in  the  morning,  espe- 
cially considering  the  small  number  of  mem- 
bers who  are  present.  When  there  is  a  full 
House  is  the  proper  time  to  bring  forward  a 
matter  like  this. 

Mr.  E.RICHARDSON.- With  regard  to  this 
question  of  the  adjournment,  I  can  only  say  at 
once  that  I  have  no  wish  to  force  any  decision 
upon  the  House  to-night.  It  is  said  that  we 
have  brought  this  question  on  suddenly,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  members ;  but  that 
is  not  correct,  because  it  has  been  known 
throughout  the  House  that  we  were  going  to 
deal  with  it.  There  has  been  no  secret  about  it 
ataU. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE. — There  was  no  notice 
^tven  about  this  particular  clause. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Half  the  members 
of  the  House  have  spoken  to  mo  about  this 
matter  during  this  afternoon  and  this  evening, 
and  every  one  knew  perfectly  well  that  this 
matter  was  to  be  reopened.  I  would  simply 
repeat  that  I  will  take  the  vote  of  the  House  on 
tJie  question  of  adjournment,  as  I  have  no  wish 
At  all  to  take  the  House  by  surprise  in  this 
matter.  As  I  cannot  allude  to  the  debate  that 
lias  taken  place,  I  shall  not  continue  my  re- 
znarks. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  just  like  to 
-say  that  I  think  the  Government  would  be 
-wise  to  take  the  adjournment,  and  I  think  it 
-would  be  well  that  a  time  should  now  be  fixed 
-when  the  order  can  come  on  to-morrow,  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  question  as  to  whether  the 
House  has  to  decide  it  or  not. 

^lotion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  has  made  a  goodi 
su^^estion.  Let  us  have  no  uncertainty  about » 
it,  and  have  it  as  the  first  order  of  the  day  for* 
to-morrow.  The  Premier  is  not  here,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  consent  to  that. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one' 
o'clock  a.m. 
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The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Property  Assessment  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Property  Assessment  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Stamp  Bill. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  a  Free  Conference 
with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
their  skmendments  in  clauses  157  and  192  of  the 
Counties  Bill,  stating  that  they  had  appointed 
four  Managers  on  their  behalf,  and  requesting 
the  Legislative  Council  to  appoint  a  Like  num- 
ber. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  a  Free 
Conference  be  a^eed  to;  and  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  the 
Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  a  Free  Conference 
wiUi  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
their  amendments  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
Council  agree  to  a  Free  Conference ;  and  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  mover  be  ap- 
pointed the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Agreed  to. 

MINING  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved,  That  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the 
Council  may  go  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  disagreeing  with  certain  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  in  the  Mining  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  Council  resuming, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  ques- 
tion was,  "  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  agreed  to." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  Council  doth  insist  on 
its  amendments  in  clauses  189  and  274 ;  and 
that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to 
draw  up  reasons  for  such  insistance :  and  that 
the  Council  agree  with  the  remaining  amend- 
ments. 
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th*  House  hM  taken  on  an  infringement  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LABKACH.— The  differenoe  is  simply 
this :  that  if  it  stands  as  a  matter  of  privilege 
the  Hanagers  do  not  agree,  hut  if  they  are 
willing  to  waive  privilege  they  can  agree  by 
efleotuiff  a  compromise.  • 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  we  should 
receive  the  report  of  a  Conference  unless  the 
three  Managers  show  that  they  had  coincided 
in  their  views  when  the  Conference  agreed  to 
their  report. 

Mr.  LABNACH.  —  What  position,  Sir.  wiU 
this  Bill  then  be  in  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— These  Managers  of  ours 
were  appointed  because  they  were  considered 
not  only  to  coincide  with  one  another  in  their 
opiuion,  but  also  in  the  opinion  held  by  the 
House.  If  they  have  not  done  so,  it  will  be  a 
matter  for  the  House  to  consider  as  to  whether 
they  should  not  forfeit  their  position. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— The  honourable  member 
lor  Port  Chalmers  iH  the  dissenting  Manager. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — As  the  dissenting 
Manager,  I  wish  to  explain  that  I  agree  with 
all  the  clauses  of  the  report  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  one  referring  to  the  imposition  of 
taxes.  I  maintain  that  the  amendment  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  this  respect 
is  altogether  ultra  wires  on  their  part,  and  I 
declined  to  discuss  it.  I  did  not  reeognize 
their  right  to  alter,  raise,  or  reduce  the  rate 
of  any  tax ;  and  upon  that  ground  I  thought 
I  was  justified  in  the  action  I  took.  Having 
due  regard  to  maintaining  the  privileges  ox 
this  House,  I  declined  even    to  discuss  the 

auestion.  I  produced  the  highest  authority — 
lie  latest  edition  of  May. 

.^Ir.  SPEAKER.— We  cannot  go  into  that 
branch  of  the  question  now.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Managers  have  failed  to  stand  together 
in  the  maintenance  of  our  privileges. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— The  contention  taken  by 
the  Managers  for  the  Legislative  Council  was 
this :  that  this  taxation  did  not  go  into  the  Ex- 
chequer or  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  It  was 
merely  taxation  in  connection  with  local  bodies. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— They  have  no  right  what- 
ever to  vary,  either  by  addition  or  reduction, 
the  amount  of  rating -powers  we  wish  to  be- 
stow. But  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  point  at 
the  present  moment.  The  point  now  is,  Were 
our  Managers  at  liberty  to  disagree  with  one 
another  ?  I  see  our  Managers  failed  to  stand 
together  on  behalf  of  our  privileges  when  this 
report  was  drawn  up. 

Mr.  MAGANDREW.  — This  is  the  pomt : 
The  reason  agreed  to  by  the  House  the  other 
day  roads  as  follows : — 

^'  Regarding  clause  23,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  new 
clause  23  is  an  infringement  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House ;  and  this  House  trusts  that  will 
be  a  sufficient  reason  to  induce  the  Legislative 
Council  to  waive  all  its  objections  to  the 
clause." 

I  take  the  same  view  of  it.  I  hold  that  we 
had  no  right  to  go  outside  the  injunction  of  the 
House.  Although,  in  itself*  this  is  a  paltiy 
Jfr.  Speaker 


matter,  there  is  an  importent  pnc^ 
volved ;  and  I  hope  the  fiouae  will  rmk^ 
maintaining  its  privileges. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  think  the  positkaiwi 
that  the  House  should  not  zeeeife  die 
from  the  Conference  unless  all  ooi 
have  agreed  upon  it.  Evidently,  thejlfi«iU 
agreed ;  and  I  think  the  House  should  ea^ 
to  receive  the  report.  We  can  find 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  provided  ir  &  si 
receive  the  report.  H  we  receive  it  vi  tf 
have  to  consider  whether  we  shall  desi  vskl 
Two  other  Conferences  have  been  appoislidm 
exactly  similar  rating  clanses  in  twodhsSik 
Even  if  the  Managers  in  this  case  hsdi^ 
I  should  have  suggested  to  the  Hoose  o  Ml 
deal  with  this  single  report  until  we  bite 
two  other  reports  also :  so  that  we  shooMte 
the  fate  of  three  important  Bills  haogiaga 
this  question  of  privil^e.  Vetyimpoitastf» 
tions  of  our  exclusive  rights  in  mattezsof  zne 
are  involved  in  the  Counties  Bill,  the  Mnaie^ 
Corporations  Bill,  and  this  Harboois  Bill;  m 
I  think  they  should  all  be  considered  toft^ 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Then,  Sir.  shsU  I  bea 
order  in  asking  that  this  matter  stand  ora? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  decide  the  Hoose  sbdl 
not  receive  the  report  at  present. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  wish  to  put  a  questanti 
you.  Sir,  on  a  point  which  is  of  gzest  iBfiew, 
and  very  pertinent  to  this  matter.  I  ato?i 
understood  that  the  members  of  a  Cksioaa 
were  not  at  liberty  to  urge  their  ovnnena 
distinguished  from  the  views  of  the  Hc«» 
even  if  they  had  taken  a  different  riew  is  & 
House.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  hcmoonbif 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  is  right,  sad  tlak 
the  other  two  Managers  are  wrong. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — I  have  no  doubt  i 
that  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— They  should  uphoMtiJ* 
views  of  the  House,  and  they  shoald  aoibeit 
variance  with  one  another,  or  with  the  (^ffiias 
of  this  House  which  they  have  been  appolBtf^ 
to  maintain.  They  are  appointed  to  tss^aa^ 
the  House. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — My  position  wsaB 
the  more  strengthened  by  the  fact  tbst  ^ 
reasons  which  were  drawn  up  fordin^eesf 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Cooneil  stated 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  privilege. 

Mr.  CONOLLY.— I  wish  to  ask  a  qaefei 
involving  a  point  of  order  in  regard  to  C» 
f  erences.  I  understand  the  House  caztBOl  0t 
during  Conferences,  because  the  two  Hflssa 
are  supposed  to  be  meeting  together.  AqaM- 
tion  arose  this  morning  as  to  whether  wt 
Committees  of  the  House  could  sit  at  the  tfa> 
time  that  Conferences  were  going  on. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  it  maybepK- 
sumed  that  Committees  have  no  knovlfldgi 
that  Conferences  are,  being  held.  It  ii  o^* 
petent  for  Committees  to  sit  at  any  time  exee|t 
when  this  House  is  sitting. 

CORRIEDALE  SIDING. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  wish  to  draw  attes- 
tion  to  a  matter  that  transpired  yesteidsy  a 
the  House  affecting  a  colleague  of  misa  is  v 
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late  Administration.  I  wish  to  bring  before  the 
House  what,  I  think,  will  bear  out  entirely  the 
denial  that  I  made  when  this  statement  was 
made  affecting  him.  I  wish  to  put  on  record 
the  statement  made  in  1883  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki,  and  his  withdrawal  of 
that  statement  in  the  same  session ;  because 
that  will  place  the  matter  in  a  right  position, 
both  in  the  House  and  in  the  pages  of  Hansard. 
In  July,  1883,  Mr.  Duncan  rose  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.    He  said, — 

"  In  speiJ[ing  to  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa  on  Friday  he  stated 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  being  one  of  the 
meiiibers  of  the  (Government,  had  got  a  private 
siding  constructed  in  a  place  not  advantageous 
to  the  public,  which  would  lead  people  to  sup- 
pose that  he  had  used  his  position  to  secure 
this  siding." 

That,  I  understand,  was  the  impression  also 
conveyed  to  the  House  yesterday  by  the  words 
of  the  honourable  member.  The  explanation 
continues, — 

"  Papers  had  been  placed  before  him  to  show 
that  the  application  was  sent  in  for  this  siding 
on  the  20th  September,  1877 ;  it  was  granted 
on  the  2l8t  November,  1877;  approved  of  by 
Mr.  Lawson  on  tlie  31st  October,  1877;  and 
authorized  by  Mr.  Lamach  on  the  15th  No- 
vember, 1877." 

The  Government  of  which  Mr.  Oliver  was  a 
member  did  not  come  into  office  till  October, 
1879,  nearly  two  years  later ;  and  Mr.  Oliver 
was  not  a  member  even  on  the  last  date  quoted. 
The  remainder  of  the  explanation  reads, — 

•<  That  was  a  date  antecedent  to  Mr.  Oliver's 
accession  even  to  the  House,  so  that,  as  far  as 
that  was  concerned,  it  could  not  be  put  to  Mr. 
Oliver's  charge  that  he  made  use  of  his  position 
as  Minister;  but,  seeing  that  this  siding  was 
constructed  after  Mr.  Oliver  took  office,  he  was 
naturally  led  into  the  belief  in  the  direction  he 
had  stated." 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  This  places 
before  the  House  the  facts  in  reference  to  the 
accusation  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
yesterday. 

]VIr.  DUNCAN.  —  I  may  state  how  this  ex- 
planation came  about.  I  had  stated,  when 
spe&king  on  a  motion  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  two  days  previously,  that  I  was 
irying  to  get  the  Bobin  Creek  sidiug  erected 
nearer  to  the  place  where  it  was  wanted  than 
this  one  made  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  Oliver, 
when  I  was  met  by  Mr.  Walter  Johnston,  the 
then  Minister  for  Public  Works,  with  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  a  siding  within  one  half- 
niile  of  that,  and  therefore  this  other  siding 
could  not  be  erected.  I  had  only  urged  this 
aiding  being  put  in  because  it  would  be  of  more 
convenience  to  the  district,  and  the  siding  in 
the  other  place  was  not  in  the  right  situation : 
It  ^ras  in  Mr.  Oliver's  paddock,  with  a  flat 
swampy  piece  of  land  between  it  and  the  public 
coaxl,  without  any  communication  for  the  public 
wha>tever,  there  being  no  access  to  it  by  any 
public  road  even  yet.  I  stated  in  the  House 
tfaAt  I  knew  the  siding  was  put  np  during  the 
baxno   Mr.  Oliver  had  been  a  Minister  of  the 


Crown:  and  the  siding,  with  cattle-yards  and 
pens,  is  there  now  as  a  monument  of  political 
jobbery  and  as  a  memorial  of  the  Atkinson  Ad- 
ministration, as  the  only  accommodation  is  for 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver.  I  cannot  call  it  anything ' 
else.  It  stands  there  in  his  paddock,  without 
any  public  road  to  it.  The  cause  of  that  ex- 
planation was  this :  Mr.  Oliver,  seeing  what  I 
had  said  an  hour  or  two  before,  came  to  me  in 
the  lobby  and  asked  me  how  I  came  to  make 
the  statement,  and  I  explained  che  matter  to 
him.  He  then  showed  me  the  papers  I  referred 
to  in  my  explanation,  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
make  a  statement  and  refer  to  those  papers^ 
and  so  put  the  matter  clearly  before  the  House. 
I  said,  **I  do  not  agree  with  that  statement 
at  all :  that  statement  is  nothing  to  me."  I 
said,  "  The  siding  was  erected  during  your  term 
of  office  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  you 
have  done  a  wrong  thing  in  erecting  it  there 
and  not  in  its  proper  place."  But  he  urged 
upon  me  that,  if  I  would  make  this  statement^ 
he  would  get  the  other  siding  put  in.  That 
was  in  his  own  Cabinet-room.  He  urged  that, 
if  I  would  read  these  papers  and  make  tiie 
statement,  he  would  get  the  siding  put  where 
I  wanted  it.  I  agreed  to  do  that,  because  I 
was  very  anxious  to  get  the  siding  put  in  a 
proper  place  for  the  district :  and  that  does  not 
affect  anything  I  said  at  all. 

Hon.  Members. — Did  you  get  the  siding? 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — No.  I  being  a  stranger,  he 
took  me  in — ^yes,  into  his  Cabinet-room.  The 
old  siding  is  there  yet.  I  may  say  that  I  was 
"yoimjg"  at  that  time;  I  was  scarcely  so  old 
in  politics,  and  not  so  well  up  in  Ministerial 
connivances  as  I  have  been  lately. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  think  the  matter  may 
very  well  stand  upon  the  explanation  given, 
and 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Both  sides  having  made 
their  statements,  I  cannot  allow  further  dis- 
cussion. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  place  a  sum  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  subsidizing  volun- 
tary contributions  raised  by  associations  for 
the  purpose  of  importing  the  natural  enemies 
of  the  rabbit  ?  On  the  18th  July  he  asked  a 
similar  question,  as  follows : — 

*'  If  they  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
porting the  natural  enemies  of  the  rabbit  — 
(1)  for  the  purpose  of  importing  on  account  o£ 
the  Government ;  (2)  for  the  purpose  of  subsi- 
dizing the  efforts  of  associations,  by  assistance 
calculated  at  pound  for  pound  on  amounts 
raised  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose  ?  " 

The  Treasurer  said  then  that  the  matter 
was  before  the  Rabbit  Committee,  and  that  on 
that  Committee  reporting  he  would  consider  it. 
Since  then  a  Bill  had  been   introduced  the 

Erinciple  of  which,  he  was  glad  to  say,  had 
een  acknowledged  by  the  Government  and  tha 
House,  and  there  had  been  inserted  in  it  a 
provision  under  which  a  subsidy  of  pound  for 
pound  would  be  insured  on  the  amounts  raised 
by  trustees  and  the  amounts  raised  by  County 
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Councils  from  rates.  Ho  might  assume  that 
the  Bill  would  become  law,  because  the  Houso 
ha<l  approved  of  its  provisions.  An  as.sociatioD 
in  the  VVairarapa  District  had  been  working 
energetically  for  some  time  past,  and  the  asso- 
ciation had  already  £500  in  hand  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrj'ing  out  measures  for  the  mitiga- 
tion of  the  rabbit-pest.  Ho  asked  whether  or 
not  it  would  be  pothible  to  place  a  sum  of 
money  on  the  suppUuicntary  estimates  for  tlie 
purpose  of  subsidizing  thoFu  voluntary  contri- 
butions, say,  at  the  rate  of  pound  for  pound. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL  said  tlie  Government  proposed 
to  give  certain  subsidirs,  as  provided  in  tho 
Bill,  to  the  budics  mentioned  there,  and  ho  did 
not  think  he  could  recommend  a  f urther  ap- 
proi  riation.  Ho  btlicved  the  local  bodies  were 
not  hampered  in  tho  way  they  might  expend 
their  funds  under  the  Bill,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  use  their  means  to  the  greatest  ad%'an- 
tagc.  By  tho  Bill  before  the  House  they  would 
get  pouiid-for-pound  subsidy,  and  they  could 
sptnd  the  money  in  the  way  they  considered 
most  judicious.  He  thought  the  Government 
would  also  go  to  the  expense  of  making  in- 
quiries as  to  tho  best  means  of  coping  with 
tho  pest  by  the  introtluction  of  disease.  This 
furtlier  proposal  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  been  before  tho  Cabinet,  and  ho  was 
nnable  to  say  wlittlier  tlie  Government  would 
agree  to  any  further  approprir.Lion  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  would  be  glad  to  postpone 
his  question  for  a  day,  so  that  the  matter 
might  be  considered  by  tho  Government. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL  thought  that  to  postpone  it 
for  a  fortnight  miglit  p(  rhaps  he  more  satis- 
factory. If  the  luiiiourable  member  thought  it 
desirable  to  repeat  tho  question  he  had  no 
objection  ;  but,  he  had  in  the  meantime,  given 
the  best  answer  he  could  give. 

BAY  OF  ISLANDS  SPECIAL  SETTLE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  intend  to  pay  ^Mr.  John  Lundon's  expenses 
in  travelling  through  the  Electoral  District  of 
tho  Bay  of  Islands  explaining  the  details  of 
tho  special -settlement  regulations;  and  are 
thoy  going  to  make  arrangements  for  other 
persons  to  visit  other  parts  of  tho  colony  on  the 
same  mission  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Tho  Government  agreed 
to  pay  Mr.  Lundon  the  expenses  incurred  in 
going  to  the  district  in  order  to  explain  to  the 
people  tho  village-settlement  system,  and  to 
try  to  induce  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
apply.  The  cost  to  the  Government  was  con- 
fined to  the  coach  and  steamer  fares  and  other 
expenses  actually  out  of  pocket  incurred  in 
trying  to  place  people  on  tho  land  under  the 
system.  \Vitli  regard  to  tho  last  part  of  the 
question,  we  have  made  arrangements  of  a 
similar  character  in  Canterbury,  and  we  shall 
probably  do  so  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
where  land  is  available. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — This  is  a  very  important  mat- 
ter, and  I  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
to  enable  me  to  make  a  few  zemarks  upon 
Ifr.  Bcetham 


it.     I  would  not  do  so  if  I  did  not  fe«l  it  li 
be  my  duty  to  bring  this  subject  befcn  Ik 
House.      It  will  strike   honourable  menkboi 
at  once  that  this  is  a  very  extraordisftiT  b- 
rangement.     While  I  am  away  auesdii^  n 
my  parliamentary  duties,  here  is  an  ex-mo- 
ber  of  the  House,  who,  during  his  tour  thiD^ 
my  district  at  the  public  expense,  acECRiDHi 
that    ho    intends    to  be   a  candidste  ^  tk 
coming  election :  he  is  electioneering  ipiia 
mo  while   going   through  the  disiric;  a  tk 
cost  of  the  Government  to  explain  the  «j«dii- 
Rcttlement  regulations.      I    could  onucr^iaai 
it  if  this  person  had  been  sent  to  a  OL^itoo 
whero  there  were  people  who  had  notgotUad, 
to  explain  the   special  -  settlement  s}»;£di  i* 
them  ;  but  to  send  an  intending  candidate  U 
the  next  election,  at  the  public  cost,  among  & 
number  of  electors  who  are  already  settled ca 
land,  to  explain  the  land  regulations  tocbem, 
will  strike  the  House  at  once  as  scmething  wj 
singular,  to  say  the  least  of  it.   I  may  §:;>' tfaii, 
though  this  may  not  come  within  the  ConefL 
Practices  Act,  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  sayiag 
it  very  nearly  approaches  it;  and  it  should  be 
one  of  the  duties  of  this  House  to  see  tbit 
the  Act  is  not  contravened  in  this  way  hj  per- 
sons who  have  boen  acknowledged  by  Mini^ 
to  bo  friends  and  support<;rs  of  thein.    The 
telegram  which  appeared  in  the  papen  here  i 
day  or  two  ago,  stating  that  the  Minister bki 
written  to  Mr.  Lundon  thanking  him  for  fail 
exertions,  will  show  the  House  thatgentlemflo't 
very  friendly  relations  with  the  Minister,  which 
are  further  shown  by  the  facts  I  have  stated 
I  think  it  is  very  important  that  this  matter 
should    be    brought    under   the  notice  d  tbt 
House.     I  myself,  in  common  with  manyotlKr 
members,  take   very  great  interest  in  seeias 
the  out-districts  settled  ;  and  posaibly  I  oagki 
to  feel  highly  Mattered  that  the  Goveimneai 
have   paid  me   this   attention.    But  I  wooM 
much  rather,  if  the  Minister  wishes  me  dis- 
placed, that  he  himself  would  come  down  sod 
oppose    me,  and  I  should  have  no  objectt* 
at  all:   I   should  feel  complimented;  bat,i* 
I  regard    this   as    a    very    serious  case,  ind 
one   involving  a  great  principle,  I  feel  thai 
I   ought  to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the 
House.    I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  time.if  sncli 
practices  are  allowed  to  grow  up,  very  seii«» 
consequences  will  result  from  it.   The  ^ 
night  we  passed  a  vote  of  £5,000  for  special 
settlements,  and  the  House  can  eajsil.T  WJdei- 
stand  where  this  will  go  if  persons  are  to  be 
employed  in  going  about  tho  country  in  ttti 
way  —  ex-members  intimating  that  they  p 
going  to  bo  candidates  for  the  districts  in  whick 
they  are  canvassing.     If  this  gentleman  m 
been  sent  to  another  district  altogether,  ai 
where  ho  did  not  intend  to  be  a  candidat^l 
should  have  no  fault   to  find;   bnt  to  sad 
him  into  a  district  to  inform  the  electois  d 
the  interest  he  takes  in  their  welfare,  and  to 
announce  that  he  intends  to  be  a  candidate 
is,  I  think,  too  barefaced,  and  I  think  tk 
House  ought  to  know  it.     I  have  no  obi»^ 
tion  to  fighting,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  b< 
murdered  in  cold  blood.    I  intend  that  tM 
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rople  throughout  the  colony  shall  know  it. 
hope  Ministers  are  not  conniving  ^ith  this 
gentleman.  I  have,  in  letters  from  the  district, 
a  good  deal  of  valuable  information,  which 
would  be  very  interesting;  but  I  refrain  from 
giving  it,  because  time  will  develop  what  is 
being  done.  But  I  was  determined  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  know  what  is 
going  on,  and  hence  I  have  made  these  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — The  honourable  member 
says  that  he  would  not  have  been  displeased 
if  Mr.  Lundon  had  extended  his  attention  to 
the  centres  of  population.      That  is  exactly 
what  Mr.  Lundon  has  done.    He  commenced 
in  the  City  of  Auckland,  where  he  addressed 
zpeetings  of   the  unemployed.      Ho  has  had 
resolutions  passed   in  favour  of    the  village- 
fiettlement  scheme,  and  he  has  induced  hun- 
dreds of  people  to  go  upon  the  land  under 
this  scheme.    We  have  had  intimation  from 
Government  oificers  in  Auckland  that  there 
are  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  all  ready  sur- 
veyed, waiting  to  be  settled  upon,  and  that 
Mr.  Xiundon  has  induced  hundreds  of  people 
to  put  down  their  names.     The  only  object 
that  we  had  in  view  was  to  endeavour  to  make 
the  scheme  successful ;  and  Mr.  Lundon  said 
that  be  thought  he  could  do  a  great  deal  in  the 
matter,  t4,nd  he  proposed  to  address  meetings 
<m  the  subject.    All  that  he  is  to  be  paid  is 
actual  money  out  of  pocket,  such  as  the  cost  of 
hiring  halls  in  which  to  deliver  addresses,  and 
payment  of  steamboat  fares.    I  am  not  aware 
that  he  is  devoting  his  attention  to  one  district 
in  Auckland  more  than  another.    He  was  to  go 
and  induce  people  to  go  upon  the  land  wherever 
land  was  available,  and  he  was  not  to  confine 
his  attention  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
district,  but  he  was  to  go  to  other  districts  in 
the  North.     There  is  nothing  political  about 
it   at  all.    I  have  read  his  speeches,  and  I 
have  not  seen  anything  in  the  nature  of  poli- 
tics introduced.      I  have  no  doubt  that   the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Inlands  has 
seen  reports  of  Mr.  Lundon's  speeches,  and 
X  defy  him  to  bring  me  a  report  which  con- 
tains allusions  to  politics.    His  addresses  have 
been  purely  on  the  question  of  settlement,  and 
X  think  that  he  has  done  his  work  remarkably 
•well- 
Mr-  BARRON. — What  inducements  was  he 
antfa-orlzed  to  offer  ? 

Mr-  BALLANCE. — None  beyond  those  con- 
taucLed  in  the  regulations,  which  have  been  duly 
^zetted,  and  with  which  honourable  members 
Kre  well  acquainted.  The  regulations  provide 
for  sections  not  exceeding  fifty  acres  being 
^Lkcn  up,  the  selector  to  receive  a  certain 
Buxxount  for  improvements,  and  for  the  erection 
of  a>  house.  No  other  inducement  has  been 
offered. 

Mir.  SUTTER.— I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  if  the  Government  had  sent  one  of  their 
^lavjx  officers.  I  do  not  think  it  was  a  proper 
^ling  to  employ  Mr.  Lundon,  who  is  pretty 
we3X  known  in  this  House.  Let  the  Govem- 
(Xient  employ  one  of  their  own  clerks  to  do  this 
iroxJc^    There  is  sure  to  be  an  impression  among 


members,  and  also  outside  this  House,  that  the 
Government  is  doing  something  under  the  rose 
in  employing  Sir.  Lundon  for  purposes  of  iliis 
kind. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  entirely  agree  with  tho 
last  speaker.  I  think  that  the  Government  will 
get  this  land-question  into  great  difficulty  if 
they  do  not  employ  persons  who  are  absolutely 
under  their  control  as  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  O'CONOR. — There  were  two  complaints 
ractde  by  tho  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands.  He  seemed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
be  afraid  that  his  district  would  be  over-settled ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  he  objected  to  the  per- 
son who  was  employed.  With  regard  to  hiB 
first  objection,  I  have  to  say  that  I  should  be 
very  glad  if  the  Government  would  give  the 
same  facilities  for  advancing  settlement  in 
the  district  I  come  from  as  they  appear  to 
be  doing  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  dis- 
trict. I  feel  certain  that  if  Mr.  Lundon  or 
some  other  person  were  sent  down  to  the 
West  Coast  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  question  of  settlement,  and  to  show  tho 
people  the  advantages  of  going  on  to  the  land, 
it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  for  the  district 
and  for  the  people  themselves.  I  sincerely 
wish  that  the  Government  would  do  something 
of  the  kind  on  the  West  Coast.  As  to  the 
other  point,  I  do  not  think  that  a  better  man 
than  Mr.  Lundon  could  have  been  sent  to  do 
this  work.  Having  some  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Lundon,  I  can  say  that  he  is  a  man  of  consider- 
able experience,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainti  d 
with  the  requirements  of  settlement  —  much 
more  so  than  any  man  whom  the  Government 
could  send  out  from  their  offices.  Ho  has  been 
a  working-man  all  his  life,  and  possesses  a 
fluency  of  speech  and  a  ready  way  of  reasoning 
which  must  have  struck  every  one  acquainted 
with  him.  I  think  that  the  selection  shows 
sound  judgment ;  and,  since  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  finds  fault  with 
the  employment  of  Mr.  Lundon,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  Mr.  Lundon  bo  permitted  to  go  to 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  for  I  believe  that  his 
efforts  would  be  very  successful. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE. — The  question  at  issue 
seems  to  bo  entirely  overlooked.  It  is  this : 
that  the  Government  are  employing  as  agent  a 
gentleman  who  is  doing  electioneering  on  his 
own  hook. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— That  is  not  proved. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— But  that  is  the  charge. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — The  charge  is  not  proved. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— It  is  a  Scotch  verdict. 
The  point  at  issue  is  that  the  Government  has 
appointed  as  its  agent  in  this  matter  a  gentle- 
man who  goes  about  the  country  stating  that 
for  the  particular  locality  in  which  he  is 
engaged  he  will  be  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in 
Parliament  at  next  election.  That  is  the  point ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  only 
instance  in  which  men  have  been  employed  in 
a  similar  way.  For  instance,  gentlemen  have 
been  employed  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
though  they  have  announced  themselves  to 
be  candidates  for  Parliament  in  the  neighbour- 
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hood  of  tliQ  districts  in  which  they  are  being 
employed.  Such  charges  as  these  ought  to  be 
met  in  a  more  explicit  manner. 

Mr.  MACANDKEW.  — I  will  point  out  a 
way  to  get  oat  of  the  whole  difficulty — 
transfer  Mr.  Lundon  to  the  South  Island.  Let 
him  come  down  to  Otago,  and  advocate  not 
only  this  village -settlement  but  also  the  home- 
stead system.  I  have  a  great  fancy  for  the 
homestead  system,  and  I  believe  that,  if  he  had 
been  in  Ota^o  for  the  last  six  or  nine  months, 
before  now  a  hundred  families  would  have  been 
upon  the  land  instead  of  being  among  the  un- 
employed. I  should  like  to  soo  some  one  like 
Mr.  Lundon  down  our  way,  inducing  people  to 
go  on  the  land.  I  look  upon  the  land  as  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and  if  the  Government  did 
right  they  would  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of 
the  parable  wherein  it  is  related  that  a  certain 
king  made  a  feast,  and  sent  his  servants  out 
into  the  highways  and  byways  to  compel  the 
the  people  to  come  in.  Something  of  that  kind 
is  wanted,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Lundon  is  the 
right  man  to  accomplish  it. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  do  not  know  why  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  should 
have  given  us  that  quotation  from  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  but  I  think,  if  ho  considers  the  matter, 
he  will  see  that  that  one  command  to  go  out 
into  the  highways  and  byways,  and  compel 
people  to  come  in,  has  led  to  more  abuses, 
cruelty,  and  bloodslied  than  any  other  that  is 
mentioned  in  the  Scriptures.  I  only  want  to 
point  out  that  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
Mr.  Lundon  would  take  the  same  delight  in 
doing  his  work  down  in  Otago  that  he  evidently 
does  take  in  doing  it  in  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  should  like  to  add 
to  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  that  I  should  like  to  see 
the  ^finister  of  Lands  as  anxious  to  make  a 
success  of  the  various  other  parts  of  the  Land 
Act  as  he  is  to  make  a  success  of  that  part 
relating  to  village  settlements.  If  he  sent  an 
emissary  down  to  the  South  Island  to  lecture 
upon  the  value  of  the  homestead  system,  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  much  good  would  bo  done, 
especially  if  he  were  a  lecturer  of  the  ability  of 
Mr.  Lundon,  quite  apart  from  all  political  mat- 
ters. I  am  convinced  that,  if  the  advantages 
of  the  homestead  system  had  been  pointed  out 
to  the  people  in  the  South  Island,  by  this  time 
we  should  have  had  not  only  hundreds,  but 
thousands,  of  people  on  the  land.  I  firmly 
believe  that ;  and  I  shall  refer  to  it  again  and 
again,  because  I  believe  the  surest  way  of 
settling  people  on  the  land  is  to  give  it  to  them 
on  the  homestead  system. 

Mr.  WHYTE.  — I  think  I  remember  this 
gentleman,  ^Ir.  Lundon.  when  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  saying  that  the  best  way  to 
act  was  to  keep  your  friends  on  the  roll  and 
your  enemies  off  it.  I  hope  that  that  is  not  his 
errand  at  the  present  time.  I  think  that  some 
years  ago  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara  was  sent  into  that  district  to  investigate 
the  roll  of  the  district. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  think  it  is  quite  right 
that  this  matter  should  bo  called  attention  to  ; 
Colonel  Trimble 


but  I  wish  to  address  the  Minister  of  Ijidi 
another  point :  If  he  will  not  send  eo 
through   the    North    Island,  at  aoj  nk 
might  afford  oonvenienees  to  the  iettJos 
obtaining  information  about  the  lai^  1 
asked  him  to  open  a  small  land-oSoe  ai  Pi^-j 
tua,  so  that  there  might  be  an  oppodan^' 
the  people  in  that  district  to  obtain  n ' ' 
tion  as  to  land  available,  and  as  to  Ae  li^ 
vantflkges  of  the   present  system  for  uaS^ 
land. 

Mr.  BALL ANCE.— There  is  an  egest  && ' 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— There  is  an  ageni  skd^ 
but  there  is  no  land-office  —  no  offioe  «la 
people  can  find  the  agent.  With  re^tt 
the  remarks  from  the  honourable  member  It 
Waikato  as  to  Mr.  Lundon,  I,  too,  hamk 
lively  recollection  of  something  he  svdiatt 
House.  He  said  that  "dispirate  dssansA 
quoired  dispirate  limidies."  In  this  cssebsii 
called  in,  I  presume,  to  have  the  oppotte^ 
of  taking  "  dispirate  rimidies"  to  tomoot  tb 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Isbodi 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND.— It  seems  to  m 
that  Mr.  Lundon's  mission  resembles  wfasAteA 
place  when  Noah  was  in  the  ark,  and&dsrovv 
sent  out  to  see  if  it  could  find  a  place  on  vloek 
to  rest  its  foot.  I  know  of  another  "dow* 
having  been  sent  out:  another  ex-member cf 
this  House  has  been  employed  as  a  GoveniBiHit 
insurance  agent,  and  he  has  gone  thnragk  ebe- 
torates  in  the  North  trying  to  get  poiilieil 
support  for  himself.  I  protest  agunst  pezscsi 
being  employed  by  the  GovemmcDt  of  tb* 
country  to  do  this  sort  of  thing— can^assBfto 
the  Government  as  against  the  sittingmesbOi 
It  has  been  done  in  my  district  by  this  gestte- 
man,  and  it  has  been  done  in  others.  I  thiitf 
that  this  sort  of  thing  should  not  be  dome.  Bi 
Government  have  quite  enough  to  do  in  ^ 
House  without  interfering  with  membas  ii 
their  districts.  The  honourable  member  fai 
Port  Chalmers  has  likened  land  to  the  kinfdoD 
of  heaven.  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know  hot* 
makes  that  out.  We  are  told  ^^^i*^*^? 
for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  s  ne6& 
than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  Idng^ 
of  heaven  ;  but  it  is  much  easier  than  ^^ 
a  rich  man  to  obtain  land,  but  whsi  t  na 
man  has  secured  land  he  does  not  alw»ys^ 
that  it  is  like  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Inu^^ 
it  is  sometimes  the  reverse.  I  can  <ffl^  */ 
that  I  agree  that  wrong  has  been  done  is  »* 
case,  and  I  hope  that  the  Government  will  i» 
make  any  more  appointments  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— This  question  of  peB«* 
who  are  employed  by  the  Government  Bit^ 
fering  with  elections  which  are  coming'* 
touches  a  very  important  principle ;  and  i*  * 
this  :  Under  the  Disquali£cation  Act  no  pu^ 
who  has  been  a  member  of  this  House  can  ^ 
cept  a  Government  appointment  until  after* 
has  been  out  of  the  House  for  twelve  moaB* 
Now,  if  we  are  going  to  give  the  Civil  s^J*"* 
a  right  to  contest  elections,  a  man  sboiw  M 
disqualified  from  entering  the  House  t^ 
twelve  months  after  he  has  ceased  to  li*^*^ 
Government  appointment.  If  a  guana*** 
that  sort  were  required  Irom  every  p«n*  ^ 
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ed  by  the  Gbvemment  we  should  not  hear 
L  complaints  as  those  which  are  now  brought 
ro  UB.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
complaint,  judjpng  from  the  aonioe  whence 
haaae  ;  bat,  still,  the  point  is  interesting. 
Ir  O.  GREY.— Without  touching  upon  this 
■icular  appointment,  what  I  think  we  are 
iled  to  is  a  return  from  the  Government 
nring  the  number  of  persons  they  have  em- 
red  in  this  way  and  the  salaries  they  are 
ngr  them.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
tli&t  at  once ;  and  I  would  just  point  out  to 
Souse  t^at  unusually  large  sums  are  placed 
ibe  sole  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  on 
present  estimates  in  the  way  of  purchasing 
ds,  and  purchasing  Native  lands,  and  in 
looB  ways  of  that  land.  I  am  not  sure  that 
I  good  to  send  persons  about  the  country  to 
to  get  people  to  adopt  particular  systems  of 
bUngontheland.  For  example,  I  believe  that 
Eoposed  an  infinitely  better  plan  for  settling 
«e  lands  than  Ministers  have  put  forth  in 
tir  zegulations.  I  believe  in  my  heart  that 
dx  relations  are  oppressive  and  will  injure 
\  coantry,  and  will  really  produce  great  disas- 
B  ultimately  to  the  persons,  and  to  the  de- 
flodants  of  the  persons,  who  are  put  on  the 
ids  under  those  regulations.  I  think  it  is 
ong  that  the  Government  should  have  the 
ivet  of  commissioning  people  to  go  about  the 
tmtry»  and  receive  salaries,  to  induce  persons 
acquainted  with  their  rights  to  come  under 
D6e  regulations.  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  the 
opie  of  the  country  —  who  have  a  right  to 
bland  on  much  more  favourable  terms — that 
IB  should  be  done.  I  object  to  the  whole 
ing ;  but,  in  the  interim — I  think,  if  possible, 
•morzow— we  should  have  a  return  laid  on  the 
ble  showing  the  names  of  each  of  these  per- 
ns employed  in  this  way  and  the  salaries  they 
oeive.  I  understand  that  the  Minister  of 
uids  agrees  to  that. 

Hr.  BAIiLANCE. — If  the  honourable  mem- 
ir  wiU  move  for  a  return  I  will  produce  one. 
&ir  G.  GBEY. — ^I  have  no  opportunity  of 
jnging  forward  a  motion.  The  honourable 
inUeman  must  know  that  I  have  never  had 
1  opportunity  of  bringing  a  motion  forward 
esion. 

Mr.  H0BB8.— As  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
QBoorable  member  for  Auckland  East,  I  may 
ly  that  it  is  not  in  that  kind  of  way  they  are 
mployed,  but  liberal  travelling  expenses  are 
•id.  I  wish  him  to  take  a  note  of  that.  That 
i  how  this  is  done.  I  may  also  say  that  there 
I  a  Wellington  member  now  in  the  House  who 
Bet  me  in  Queen  Street,  Auckland,  and  who 
oid  me  all  about  this  arrangement  before  I 
•oae  to  Wellington,  and  how  this  thing  was 
loing  to  be  managed,  so  that  people  need  not 
hink  that  I  am  raising  a  hornets*  nest  about 
lotbing.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  member 
or  Port  Chalmers  as  to  sending  Mr.  Lundon 
D  Dunedin,  I  hope  the  Minister  will  accept  the 
jBDonrable  member's  suggestion,  and  take  him 
Bore  and  keep  him  there.  I  have  no  objection 
ft  all  to  his  lecturing  in  the  centres  of  popula- 
^1  but  I  object  to  his  going  about  the  thinly- 
'Cfttfeeied  dislxicts,  appeaJing  to  the  electors  as 


to  what  he  has  done  for  them  in  the  past,  and 
saying  ^that  he  is  going  to  bo  a  candidate.  I. 
have  a*  letter  here  from  a  man  whose  word  I 
take,  informing  me  that  what  I  state  is  the 
fact.  I  think  I  have  said  quite  enough  on  this 
matter  to  show  the  House  that,  at  any  rate,  I 
do  not  intend  to  be  so  easily  disposed  of ;  but  I, 
would  like  a  foeman  worthy  of  my  steel :  I 
would  like  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
to  come  down  and  oppose  me.  I  do  not  want 
persons  simply  to  apply  for  land,  and  then 
immediately  to  have  their  names  put  on  the 
electoral  roll,  and  then  vote  against  me  at  the 
next  election.  I  want  to  see  bond  fide  settlers, 
placed  on  the  land — men  who  are  likely  to 
stay  there.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  have  not  heard  the  last  of  this 
scandal. 
Motion  negatived. 

BALLAD-WAGONS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  lower  the  charges  on  road- 
metal  and  gravel  in  the  summer  months,  so 
that  the  ballast-wagons  may  be  employed  and 
the  various  railways  made  to  pay,  especially 
the  Ngapara  line  ?  He  desired  again  to  draw 
the  Minister's  attention  to  this  matter.  The 
lines  were  not  paying  well  at  the  present  time. 
He  believed  there  was  any  amount  of  work  to 
be  done  if  the  rates  were  made  reasonable. 

Mr.  E.  KICHABDSON  said  that  this  matter 
had  been  over  and  over  again  considered  by 
the  department,  and  a  proposal  in  connection 
with  this  question  had  been  made  a  few  days 
ago  to  one  of  the  local  bodies.  At  present  the 
rate  for  wagons  was  very  low,  and  if  the  rates 
were  made  any  lower  it  would  result  in  a  loss 
to  the  railways.  He  still  thought  that  some 
arrangement  might  bo  come  to  with  the  local 
bodies  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH-AUCKLAND  STEAM 

SERVICE. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Postmaster- General, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  railway  communication  between  Wel- 
lington and  New  Plymouth,  arrange  a  special 
steam  -  service  between  New  Plymouth  and 
Auckland,  so  as  to  reduce  the  time  of  transit 
between  Wellington  and  Auckland  to  about 
thirty  hours?  In  a  very  short  time  there 
would  be  through  -  communication  by  rail  be- 
tween Wellington  and  New  Plymouth,  and,  as 
probably  some  years  yet  must  elapse  before 
New  Plymouth  would  be  connected  with 
Auckland  by  rail,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
matter  of  public  convenience  that  some  ar- 
rangements should  be  made  for  a  fast  steam- 
service  between  New  Plymouth  Breakwater 
and  Onehunga,  so  that  the  time  of  transit 
between  Wellington  and  Auckland  might  bo 
considerably  shortened.  Of  course  it  was 
possible  that  new  arrangements  might  have 
to  be  made  other  than  those  indicated  in  his 
question ;  but  he  trusted  that  the  Government 
had  not  lost  sight  of  the  importance  of  through- 
communication  between  Auckland  and  Wel- 
lington. 


€68 


R.  Frledlander  and 


[HOUSE.] 


O.  3f.  Creagh.         [Ais.B 


Sir  J.  VOGEIi  was  glad  that  tbo  honourable 
member  had  brought  this  question  forward,  be- 
oause  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  importance. 
He  was  not  able  to  give  any  definite  assurance 
at  present;  but  this  ho  miplit  say:  that,  if  he 
understood  the  present  service,  the  boats  ran 
on  two  days  following  each  other  in  the  same 
week,  the  rest  of  the  week  being  left  a  blank 
as  far  as  the  departure  of  steamers  north 
from  Wellington  was  concerned.  At  present 
there  was  an  arrangeniont  with  the  Union 
Gompany  for  a  ppecial  service  to  catch  the 
mail-steamers ;  and  that  was  all.  After  the 
session  he  proposed  to  look  into  the  question, 
and  sec  if  tlie  Government  could  arrange  for 
■ervices  ko  as  to  give  greater  convenience  both 
m  regard  to  communication  with  Auckland 
and  also  in  regard  to  communication  with 
Nelson  and  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  bo  content  with  that  assurance. 

FOXTON  WHARF. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If,  seeing  the  larj^o  profit  derived 
from  the  Foxton  Wharf,  as  shown  by  the  return 
laid  before  the  House,  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  will  now  remit  the  exceptional  charge 
of  Is.  per  ton  cliarged  nt  the  Foxton  Wharf? 

Mr.  K.  RICHAUDSON  was  sorry  to  say  that 
ho  could  not  sec  his  way  to  grant  the  request. 

H.  FRIEDLANDKR  AND   O.  M.  CHEAOH. 

Mr.  GRACE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will  tiike  into  early 
consideration  the  report  of  the  Native  Affiiirs 
Committee  of  this  session  on  the  petition  of 
Hugo  Friedlander  and  Oliver  Mason  Creacjh, 
with  a  view  of  advising  His  Excellency  the  Cio- 
▼emor  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  Native  lands  referred  to  in  the 
-above  petition,  as  recommended  in  the  said 
report?  Owing  to  rehcarings  and  delays  in 
appointing  an  ofiiccr  to  inquire  into  Native- 
land  purchases  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  District, 
the  petitioners  had  been  kept  out  of  their  land 
for  a  long  time.  They  ha<t  also  been  put  to 
considerable  expense  in  coming  to  Wellington 
and  in  bringing  witnesses  to  prove  their  case 
•before  a  Committee  of  the  House.  The  Com- 
mittee had  gone  carefully  into  the  case,  spend- 
ing live  or  six  days  over  it,  and  had  given  a 
favourable  report.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  settling  the  matter  by  removing  the  restric- 
tions on  the  alienation  of  the  land,  in  order  to 
enable  the  petitioners  to  register  their  titles. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  true  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  had  sent  in  a  report  which 
was  favourable  to  the  petitioners ;  bur  the  report 
of  the  Royal  Commissioner  was  of  a  diiectly 
opposite  character.  He  believed  that  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  Committee  had  been 
reported  ;  but  that  evidence  was  of  a  purely 
ex  parte  clinracter.  He  proposed  to  go  into 
this  matter  during  the  recess,  and  see  why  the 
report  of  the  Committee  and  that  of  the  Royal 
Commissioner  dilTered.  He  understood  that  no 
evidence  had  been  taken  on  the  other  side  by 


the  Committee,  though  the  CommissioBer  ni 
that  he  was  prepared  to  support  his  ok  tf ; 
books  and  evidence ;  but  they  were  lujt  pa- 
dnced. 

Colonel  THIMBLE  said  that  the?  woe  ^ 
duced. 

Mr.  BALLAKCE  understood  thattii^U 
not  been  examined  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  GRACE  said  that  all  the  papas,  deaii, 
and  account-books  were  specially  sent  do^  hf 
Mr.  Commissioner  Barton  f or  the  nse  of  tk 
Committee,  and  they  had  been  folly  goDie  wm, 

GOVERNMENT  TRUCKS  ON  MANAWITC 
LINE. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  GxyvanmoL 
Whether  it  is  true  that  they  refused  to  ftOer 
Government  trucks  loaded  with  stock  to  be  na 
on  the  ^fanawatu  Company *s  line  from  Lo^ 
bum  to  Otakt  ?  He  had  reason  to  doabt  tte 
correctness  of  the  statement  which  hadbea 
made  to  him,  and  upon  which  this  quesoiai 
was  founded.  At  the  same  time,  theqne^ks 
was  of  very  great  importance  to  stockovsas 
on  the  West  Coast.  A  farther  statemeBt  hid 
been  made  to  him  as  to  a  difficulty  in  fstt^ 
timber-poles  intended  for  a  tunnel  which  mi 
beiuR  made  on  the  Manawatu  Company's  Usl 
The  Minister  would,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  nakt 
a  statement  on  both  these  points.  He  irasH 
like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  the  ixnportaatt 
of  making  arrangements  so  that  special  stock- 
trains  could  run  right  through  to  Wellingtoo. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  had  to  thank  tJa 
honourable  gentleman  for  giving  him  aa  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  something  on  this  qoestiflB- 
Having  seen  several  reports  in  the  p&pas  ie 
the  direction  which  the  honourable  memte 
stated,  he  had  carefully  prepared  an  answer, » 
that  there  should  be  no  mistake  about  the  mat- 
ter. It  was  not  true.  The  Company  had  net 
made  any  arrangement  with  the  GoTcmaait 
for  carrying  on  the  traffic.  He  invited  theotsa- 
pany  to  discuss  the  subject  of  interehaege  c< 
traffic  before  the  line  was  opened,  andoprase^ 
his  willingness  to  make  reasonable  aitu^ 
ments  for  the  carriage  of  stock,  by  letter  of  ^ 
27th  July ;  but  the  company  omitted  to  tab 
any  further  steps  to  come  to  an  anangaasB* 
until  after  the  line  was  opened,  and  it  wis  not 
until  the  cattle  were  actually  loaded  up  i^ 
trucks  at  Wanganui  and  waiting  that  w 
chairman  of  the  company  hurriedlj  waited  a 
him  to  get  the  matter  arranged  teinpo»^ 
which  was  immediately  done  by  wire.  TO 
department  only  yesterday  received  a  l^tefi 
dated  the  10th  August,  from  the  secietair,  ex- 
pressing his  willingness  to  fix  a  date  to  bm^ 
the  officers  of  the  department  to  diKJsi  t» 
terms  for  interchange  of  traffic.  ^"^*^J^ 
gard  to  the  other  part  of  the  question,  hehii 
not  heard  of  the  particular  case  refened  te, 
but  he  might  say  that,  when  applieat» 
was  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  «■• 
pany  for  assistance  to  cany  material  tbWF 
to  tiie  works  on  the  Manawatu  line,  »h*2 
ments  had  immediately  been  made  to  9S» 
them. 
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C.  POPE. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Government,  If  thoy 
will  give  efiect  to  the  report  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  upon  the  petition  of 
Charles  Pope  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stancos  connected  with  this  case  were  very 
hard.  He  would  look  into  the  matter,  and  see 
if  relief  could  not  be  given  to  this  petitioner. 

GREY  VACCINATION, 
ilr.   GUINNESS    asked    the    Government, 
Whether  they  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
making  some  arrangements  with  one  of  the 
medical  practitioners  residing  at  Greymouth 
to  visit  the  centres  of  population  in  the  out- 
lying districts  in  the  Grey  County  periodically, 
with  a  view  of  affording  the  residents  in  those 
outlying    districts    facilities    for    vaccinating 
their  children  ?    He  had  been  requested  to  ask 
this  question  by  several  of  his  constituents 
who  lived   at  a    considerable    distance    from 
Greymouth,  which  was  the  nearest  place  at 
which  there  was  a  medical  officer  who  was 
authorized  to  vaccinate.    Dunganville,  which 
was  sixteen  miles  from  Greymouth,  had  a  con- 
siderablo  population,  and  at  Barry  town,  about 
twenty  miles  distant,  there  was  also  a  large 
population,  but  there  was  no  dray-road  from 
either  of  these  places,  and  children  had  to  be 
"  packed  "  in  on  horses  when  taken  to  Grey- 
mouth to  be  vaccinated.    If  a  medical  officer 
could  visit  Dunganville  every  fortnight,    and 
Barrytown  and  Marsden  twice  a  year,  it  would 
be  a  great  convenience. 

Mi.  TOLE  would  make  inquiries  with  the 
object  of  carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

GREYMOUTH-CHRISTCHURCH  MAIL. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  ho  will  make  arrangements 
lor  despatching  the  mails  from  Greymouth  to 
Christchurch  at  the  same  hour  that  these  mails 
arc  despatched  from  Hokitika?  At  the  be- 
glnniiig  of  the  session  he  had  been  intrusted 
with  a  petition  from  a  number  of  commercial 
men  in  Greymouth,  asking  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  alter  the  time  of  the  leaving  of  the 
overland  mail.  It  closed  now  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  at  three  p.m.,  and  was  taken  to 
Kumara,  a  distance  of  only  fourteen  miles, 
from  which  place  it  did  not  start  till  nine 
o^clcck  on  the  following  morning.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  there  was  no  time  for 
those  persons  who  received  letters  from  Aus- 
tralia, or  Canterbury,  or  Otago,  to  answer 
lihezn  by  return  mail.  The  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral bad  been  good  enough  to  say  that  he 
irould  alter  the  time  of  the  leaving  of  the  San 
Francisco  mail ;  but  that  mail  only  left  every 
bur  weeks.  Ho  would  read  an  extract  from  a 
etter  from  a  gentleman  who  was  very  much 
aterested  in  the  matter,  and  who  was  instru- 
uental  in  getting  up  the  petition : — 

**  It  is  just  about  time  an  alteration  should 
»e  made  in  the  time  for  the  departure  of  the 
(▼erlaoid  mail  from  Greymouth.  That  the  mail 
or  Cbristohurch  should  be  closed  here  at  three 


p.m.,  and  not  leave  Kumara  until  nearly  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  or  eighteen  hours 
before  the  coach  leaves  Kumara  for  Christ- 
cburch,  is  putting  Gre3rmouth  at  a  decided 
disadvantage.  The  distance  from  here  to 
Kumara  is  only  fourteen  miles.  I  believe  that 
the  present  contract  for  taking  the  mails  to 
and  from  Kumara  and  Greymouth  expires  at 
the  end  of  this  year.  Cannot  you  get  the  Post- 
master-General to  call  for  tenders  for  future 
contracts  to  be  *  leaving  Greymouth  in  the  morn- 
ing, so  as  to  connect  with  the  Christchurch 
ooach  at  about  nine  a.m.  in  Kumara '?  Despatch 
is  what  is  valued  in  these  times.  Nobody  want- 
ing to  go  overland  cares  to  stop  a  night  at 
Kumara ;  and  if  they  do  like  it  they  can  leave 
here  by  the  afternoon  tram  the  day  before,  as 
at  present.  I  trust  you  will  bo  able  to  get 
some  further  alteration  made.'* 

He  had  only  to  add  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  matter,  as  it  would  only  require 
a  small  additional  subsidy  to  the  Tramway 
Company  to  induce  them  to  start  at  six  o'clock 
m  the  morning  instead  of  eight  o'clock,  twice 
a  week. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  quite  aware  that  the 
times  of  departure  of  the  mails  now  were  exr 
ceedingly  inconvenient ;  but  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  Tramway  Company,  who  had  a  monopoly 
of  the  traffic,  and  who  had  refused,  except  at 
exorbitant  rates,  to  enter  into  any  arrange- 
ment to  run  the  mails  at  times  suitable  for 
the  service.  He  managed  to  arrange  so  far  bs 
to  get  them  to  consent  to  give  facilities  for  the 
carriage  of  the  English  mail  by  San  Francisco, 
and  when  the  contract  fell  in  at  the  end  of 
the  present  year  he  would  endeavour  again  to 
make  arrangements  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  suggested.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  use  his  influence 
in  assisting  the  Government  to  come  to  a 
satisfactory  arrangement,  he  should  bo  very 
glad. 

WAIMAKARIRI  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  and  how  he  intends  allocating 
the  contributions  from  tbc  different  local  bodies 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Waimakariri  traffic- 
bridge  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  ho  had 
addressed  a  circular  to  the  local  bodies  inter- 
ested in  the  matter,  stating  how  it  had  been 
represented  to  him  that  the  cost  of  the  repairs 
to  this  bridge  should  be  allocated.  He  had 
not  received  any  reply  from  several  of  these 
bodies,  and  until  he  got  replies  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  The 
difficulty  was  mainly  brought  about  by  the  fact 
that  on  one  side  of  the  river  the  Counties  Act 
was  in  force,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  not. 

Mr.  PEARSON  was  imderstood  to  say  that 
the  allocation  proposed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  was 
thought  unfair.  It  was  considered  that  the 
cost  should  be  allooated  half  to  the  local  bodies 
on  one  side  of  the  river  and  half  to  those  on 
the  other  side. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  allocation  was  not. 
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his  proposal,  bat  that  it  had  been  niggestcd  to 
liim  by  Bome  of  the  County  CoonciU. 

COST  OF  RETURNS. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  naid  he  found  that 
«  return  of  the  cost  of  engineering  and  super- 
viBion  in  connection  with  the  public  works  ex- 
penditure for  the  past  year  had  been  placed  on 
the  table  of  the  House  in  reply  to  his  motion 
of  the  IGth  of  May,  and  the  cost  of  it  was 
stated  at  five  guineas,  although  it  only  covered 
one  sheet  of  paper.  Ue  thought  the  return 
might  have  been  made  without  difl&culty  from 
simple  inspection  of  the  books  of  the  depart- 
ment; and  he  wished  to  know  whether  the  five 
guineas  was  paid  to  some  one  outside  the  de- 
partment for  the  prt'paration  of  the  return,  or 
"whether  it  represented  the  time  the  officers  of 
the  department  were  engaged  in  making  the 
tetum. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  return  involved  dealing  with  an 
immense  mass  of  figures  in  order  to  take  out 
the  items  the  lionourable  member  thought  it 
necesnary  should  be  shown.  Ho  could  show 
the  honourable  member  the  details  of  the  re- 
turns, and  could  assure  him  that  its  prepara- 
tion had  taken  a  very  considerable  time.  The 
return  represented  a  large  amount  of  extra 
work  to  the  department;  and  he  might  add, 
in  connection  with  this,  that  one  honourable 
gentleman  in  connection  witli  one  of  these 
Committees  hitd  during  the  session  cost  the 
country  over  £100  for  the  preparation  of  re- 
turns. 

JOINT  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GUINNESS,  it  was 
agreed,  That  the  name  of  Mr.  Fisher  be  added 
to  the  Recess  Joint  Library  Committee. 

PROVINCIAL  DISTRICT  AUDITORS' 

REPORTS. 
On    the    motion    of    Mr.   BROWN,  it  was 
agreed.  That  all  reports  by  Provincial  District 
Auditors  for  the  current  year  be  laid  before  this 
House. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  PURCHASING 
BILL. 

ADJOURNED    DEBATE. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Before  the  debate 
is  resumed  on  the  recommittal  of  this  Bill  I 
wish  to  state  the  exact  position  of  the  matter, 
because  I  feel  that  last  night  I  did  not  make 
myself  understood.  The  position  is  this :  The 
Government  were  practically  instructed  by  the 
House  to  endeavour  to  buy  this  railway,  and  to 
make  the  best  arrangement  they  could  with 
the  company.  When  we  brought  the  matter 
before  the  House  in  Committee,  as  honourable 
members  are  aware,  the  amount  was  reduced 
from  £35,000  to  £ii7,0(J0.  As  soon  as  that  was 
done  I  communicated  the  fact  to  the  company. 
The  company  did  not  signify  their  willingness 
to  accept  that,  but  asked  that  the  House 
.-should  have  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering 
the  matter.  Consequently  I  have  given  the 
House  an  opportunity.  I  wish  also  to  state 
Mr.  E,  Richardson 


that,  should  the  House  not  sec  fit  to  ilte  & 
amendment  that  now  stands  in  the  Bill,  I 
advise  the  Goyemment  to  drop  die  BiO  ifi^ 
gether.  I  shall  certainly  object,  on  bekif  rf 
the  Government,  to  have  any  further  B«pii^ 
tions  in  the  matter.  It  was  stated  Issts^b- 
not  by  me — that  it  was  my  intention  to  am 
the  reinsertion  of  the  words  stmck  at  m 
Committee.  That  is  not  my  intentioL 
that  the  words  have  been  struck  out,  if  tea 
again  went  into  Committee  I  would  wsm  ^bL 
the  original  amount  that  tlio  Govenuoeis  p& 
posed— £38,000— should  be  put  in. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Do  you  mofe  tfeak 
now? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON. -If  the  Hsa 
allows  it  to  go  into  Committee  I  shall  pnfON 
£33  000. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— lam  glad  that  thedabito 
was  adjourned  to  give  the  Minister  u  fs^- 
tunity  of  making  this  statement,  vbick  1 
thought,  myself,  ought  to  have  been  maifeai 
the  motion  for  going  into  Committee.  I  tka^ 
it  is  all  the  more  necessary  tbafc  the  Ifisiae 
should  make  himself  clear,  as  I  beUevt  ^^srm 
a  very  considerable  misapprehension  eiistie? 
amongst  members  who  voted  for  the  redociiM 
of  the  amount  as  to  the  result  of  tbAi  aetia. 
When  this  matter  came  before  the  Pabiis 
Accounts  Committee  the  proposition  ws  la 
pay  £110,000  for  this  railway.  PLridencs  «« 
given  by  the  Under- Secretar\-  for  PuWic  Waria 
that  the  value  to  the  Governraent,  in  ww  d 
the  fact  that  they  could  work  it  moredKafir 
than  a  company,  was  £102,(J00- £8,000  ancs 
the  amount  which  the  Govenimcnk  proposed  to 
give.  It  was  also,  however,  stated  by  tbeGsne- 
ral  Manager  of  Railways,  Mr.  Maxwell  tb« 
£110,000  was  not  an  unreasonable  smntopay 
for  the  railway,  taking  into  account  the  &»"'. 
that  under  Government  management  it  9«sU 
pay  £2  17b.  per  cent.,  which  is  eqnaJ  k>  tiae 
amount  paid  by  the  working  railways  accord- 
ing to  the  last  Public  Works  Statement  .\ 
minority  on  the  Committee  took  up  tlii*  po- 
tion :  Presuming  this  sum  of  £8,000  at  issae 
was  to  bo  given  over  and  above  Mr.  O'Cssdc^'* 
estimate,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  giTisg  1*^ 
the  arrears  of  rates  to  the  ratepayers,  As^ss 
ing  that  £110,000  was  to  be  paid,  we  oa^'^ 
to  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the  d^ 
bentures  in  the  possession  of  the  Govennaas 
Insurance  Association  were  bearing  snch  a  k^ 
rate  of  interest  that,  if  the  Government  had  w 
redeem  those  debentures,  it  would  have  to  paj 
a  very  considerable  sum  of  money,  vara?  ; 
according  to  the  rate  at  which  interest  ®  j 
money  was  calculated.  That  is,  if  Uie  rate  s  i 
money  was  calculated  at  1  per  cent,  tb 
amount  required  to  redeem  those  debcntarr* 
would  be  something  like  £18,000.  Iftheiai^ 
was  calculated  at  5  per  cent.,  it  wouli^ 
£8,000.  Presuming  we  take  an  mtcrmedisif 
amount,  4 J  per  cent.,  I  understand  tl«  ^ 
mium  likely  to  be  given  to  the  Insnra&t 
Association  to  got  those  debentures  into  t^ 
hands  of  the  Government  would  be  somctsis} 
like  £18,000.  Now.  bcarinfi  in  mind  tb^  tn 
V  ratepayers  under  the  Bill  now  before  tbc  Hob« 
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ironld  have  to  pay  half  of  any  deficiency  of  the 
profits  to  meet  the  interest,  half  of  any  pre- 
mium paid  to  the  Association  would  naturally 
.M  to  be  paid  by  the  ratepayers.    It  is  true 
they  would  not  necessarily  require  to  pay  that 
in  a  lump  sum,  but  it  would  come  to  the  same 
-thing,  because,  the  Qoveznmont  having  obtained 
.possession  of  these  debentures,  the  ratepayers 
would  be  debited  with  their  share  of  the  rate  of 
interest  that  is  at  present  being  paid  on  them ; 
•80  that  in  the  long-run,  if  the  Government  did 
get  the  debentures  out  of  the  increased  inter- 
•est  got  from  the  ratepayers,  it  would  recoup 
itself  with  half  the  amount  paid.    That  is  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  minority  in  the  Gom- 
jnittee,  and  it  was  that  view  I  gave  utterance 
to  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.    I  then 
said  that  if  from  the  amount  of  £110,000  we 
deducted  half  the  amount  of  premium  on  the 
debentures — £6,500 — that  would   reduce   the 
amotmt  to  be  given  for  the  line  to  £108,600. 
But  the  misapprehension  which  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  is  this : 
I  believe  that  many  honourable  members  who 
voted  for  the  reduction  of  the  cash  to  be  paid 
to  £27,000— equivalent  to  £102,000  as  the  price 
4>t  the  railway— were  willing,  if  this  sum  were 
Accepted  by  the  company,  to  enable  the  com- 
pany to  collect  the  whole  of  the  rates  now 
owing,  instead  of  the  half  only  as  proposed  by 
the  Bill— that  is,  to  collect  £15,600.    Now,  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who  voted 
for  the  reduction  to  £102,000  on  this  under- 
standing to  this:   that,  while  the  company's 
accepting  that  sum  would  enable  it  to  collect 
the  whole  of  the  overdue  rates,  the  half  of  the 
premium  on  the  debentures  held  by  the  In- 
surance Association  would  still  have  to  be  borne 
by  the  Government,  which  would  increase  the 
£102,000  to  £108,500  as  the  price  to  be  given 
for  the  line.    Now,  the  difference  between  that 
and  my  own  proposition  is  this :  The  effect  of 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  at  this  moment  would  be 
what  I  have  stated:  taking  from  the  agreed 
«monnt  of  £110,000  the  £6,500,  being  half  the 
premium  on  the   debentures,  which  will    be 
Dome  by  the  Government,  that  would  leave 
iSl08,500  to  be  given  to  the  company.    But  it 
to  the  £102,000 — the  amount  it  is  now  reduced 
to— be  added  £7,800,  the  other  half  of  the  rates 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  company,  we  get 
£109,800 — ^within  a  few  hundreds  of  the  price 
the  railway  company  are  willing  to  accept. 
But    the    ratepayers   would    have   no   relief. 
I  hope  the  Minister  will  make  a  clear  state- 
ment in   that  respect  as  to  what  he  imder- 
Btood  would  be  the  effect  of  the  reduction  to 
£27,000   which  was   carried  the  other  night. 
Before  going  into  Committee,  the  whole  matter, 
viewed  in  the  light  of  what  I  have  said,  ought 
bo  be  clearly  imderstood  by  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Under  the  present 
AW  all  liability  to  rate  ceases  in  ten  years ; 
mt  the  draft  agreement  extends  the  liability 
or  a  reduced  maximum  rate  to  twenty  years, 
o  that  if  the  company  were  given  the  power  to 
iollect  all  the  overdue  rates  instead  of  only 
talf ,  and  the  rest  of  tlie  draft  agreement  were 
larzied  out,  the  people  would  still  be  subject  to 


this  reduced  liability  for  the  double  period.  In 
that  case  there  would  be  no  advantage  to  the 
ratepayers  at  all. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.  — The  point  is  this:  The 
draft  agreement  provides  that  half  the  rates 
now  due  shall  be  foregone  to  the  ratepayers, 
while  many  who  voted  for  the  reduction  to 
£102,000  did  so  with  the  intention  that  the 
company  should  haye  the  power  to  collect  all 
the  overdue  rates.  That  makes  a  very  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  meaning  of  the  reso- 
lution passed  the  other  night,  and  it  ought  to 
be  fully  understood.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  there  would  be  no  advantage  to  the 
ratepayers  under  that  arrangement.  I  am  not 
statmg  my  own  view  —  I  am  merely  stating 
that  a  number  of  members  took  that  position ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  all  know 
clearly  what  we  are  about.  I  believe  that,  as 
far  as  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  con- 
cerned, no  one  can  read  the  correspondence 
without  feeling  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  shown  a  sincere  desire  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  in  what  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  COWAN. — It  is  perfectly  apparent  from 
the  debate  which  has  taken  place  on  the  pro- 
posal to  reconunit  the  Bill  that  very  great 
misconception  exists  in  this  House  with  regard 
to  these  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
company  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  rates. 
This  is  a  point  I  would  impress  on  the  House. 
In  the  District  Railways  Purchasing  Act  of  last 
year  the  remission  of  half  the  rates  due  is  made 
a  condition  of  the  purchasing  of  any  railway, 
and  therefore  if  this  company  were  given 
power  to  collect  the  full  rates  it  would  be  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  Act  of  last  session. 
This  Bill,  as  honourable  members  know,  has 
embodied  in  it  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  last 
year;  and,  if  it  is  made  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  last  year,  the  ratepayers 
will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  whole  of  this 
amount  of  between  £15,000  and  £17,000  of  rates 
owing.  I  spoke  pretty  fully  on  the  matter  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  will  not  go 
into  it  now  further  than  to  say  this,  and  to  try 
to  impress  on  the  House  this  fact :  that, 
as  the  Bill  has  for  its  object  the  giving  effect 
to  an  agreement  come  to  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  Government  for  the  purchase 
of  the  line,  if  the  provisions  of  that  agree- 
ment are  substantially  altered  the  result  will 
naturally  be,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  that 
the  agreement  will  fall  through — that  is,  that 
to  any  modification  of  the  agreement  the 
House  may  make  by  this  Bill  the  company 
will  require  to  bo  a  party — the  consent  of  the 
company  will  be  required  to  the  sale  of  the 
line  under  modified  terms.  I  therefore  submit 
that  the  reduction  of  £8,000  which  has  been 
made  in  Committee  is  far  in  excess  of  what 
we  can  expect  the  company  to  accept  in  lieu  of 
the  agreement  already  come  to.  Unless  this 
reduction  of  £8,000  be  lessened,  and  unless 
some  consideration  is  made  in  regard  to  over- 
due rates,  I  think  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that 
business  will  ensue.  I,  as  representing  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  railway  is,  ask  that  the  same 
relief  should  be  given  to  those  ratepayers  a& 
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has  been  given  to  the  ratepayers  in  all  other 
diBtrictH  in  whidi  district  railways  have  been 
purcham^d  by  tlm  Government.  That  is  the 
oontention  I  make  on  behalf  of  those  settlers. 
As  1  have  said  b«'fore,  it  is  the  misfortime  of 
those  people  that  they  have  among  them  this 
large  land  company ;  but,  ro  far  as  1  can  see,  this 
large  company  and  the  350  other  ratepayers 
cannot  be  dissevered,  because  relief  must  either 
be  given  to  them  as  a  whole  or  not  be  given  at 
all.  Now,  there  is  another  point  that  is  per- 
fectly clear,  and  has  not  boon  controverted  in 
this  debate,  and  that  is,  that  the  possession  of 
this  railway  is  of  consequence  to  the  Govern- 
ment; and  I  trust  the  llouse  will  agree  to  the 
recommittal  of  this  Bill,  with  a  view  of  in- 
crea^sinc,'  the  money-consideration  to  an  amount 
which  would  be  something  like  the  amount 
agreed  on  between  the  company  and  the  Govern- 
ment. Then,  nf^ain,  the  cost  of  redeeming  the 
debentures  held  by  the  Insurance  Association, 
which  has  been  referred  to  so  frequently,  is 
misunderstood.  I  cannot  believe  that  honour- 
able members  exactly  understand  the  position 
of  that  case,  because  the  redemption  of  these 
bonds  is  not  contemplated.  The  Insurance 
Association  has  intimated  that  it  will  not  take 
payment,  and  therefore  the  cost  of  redeeming 
the  bonds  should  not  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. This  Bill  provides  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  calculation  of  interest  at  4  per  cent, 
and  of  the  interest  these  bonds  carr>'  shall  be 
borne  equally  by  the  Government  and  the  rate- 
payers. I  therefore  submit  that  tiiat  view  of  the 
case  is  really  one  which  should  not  be  given 
very  much  attention  to,  in  my  humble  opinion. 
1  wish  to  impress  on  the  House  that  the  rate- 
payers' position  will  not  be  improved  by  this 
Bill,  and  therein  they  will  differ  from  those 
who  have  been  affected  by  the  operation  of  the 
Act  of  last  year.  In  fact,  the  position  of  the 
Waimea  people  as  ratepayers  will  be  very  ma- 
terially prejudiced,  in  so  far  that,  under  the 
tixisting  law,  their  liability  to  rate  ceases  abso- 
lutely in  ten  years,  and  by  this  Bill  the  lia- 
bility to  rate  is  extended  to  twenty  years ;  and, 
whereas  the  liability  under  the  existing  law  is 
a  maximum  of  5  per  cent.,  the  extended  lia- 
bility is  for  a  maximum  of  2  per  cent,  plus 
the  difference  between  4  per  cent,  and  6  and  6J 
per  cent.,  which  is  the  rate  of  interest  paid  on 
the  debentures.  The  actual  result  is  that  the 
now  position  will  be  more  adverse  to  the  rate- 
payers. But  these  ratepayers  are  now  respon- 
sible for  an  obligation  of  between  £15,000  and 
i>17,0iK),  which  they  have  incurred;  and  it  is 
in  oTtier  to  gain  the  immediate  advantage  of 
having  that  liability  reduced  by  one-half  that 
they  are  willing  to  accept  the  extended  rating 
liability.  This  Bill  does  not  provide  better 
terms  to  the  ratepayers  than  they  have  now, 
but  it  relieves  them  of  this  enormous  imme- 
diate burden  which  is  pressing  upon  them 
—that  is,  the  liability  to  pay  the  railway 
company  this  large  sum  of  rates  overdue. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  this  railway 
as  an  investment  for  the  Government,  it  is 
perfectly  evident  that  it  is  a  good  purchase  at 
iillO,00();  but,  rather  than  lose  the  Bill,  I  would 
Mr,  Cowan 


support  a  modification  of  that  soixl  I 
tliere  is  another  point  that  I  would  rsa 
upon  the  House — that  the  GoTermncDi,  m 
the  present  law^  is  responsible  fat  twosem^ 
of  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  while  the  ratepa 
are  responsible  for  five-sevenths.  That  asm 
reduces  the  valuation  of  the  railway,  tad,  e 
the  operation  of  the  80-per-Gent.  chsst  d 
year,  that  amount  is  guaranteed  as  iBka# 
by  the  Government,  and  reaches  wi^us£ii^ 
£1,000  a  year  — £*998.  That  is  the  r^x» 
bility  which  the  Government  have  to  thk:  " 
way  company,  and  which  responsibilitr 
last  for  ten  years  longer.  There  is  HOBt^. 
which  the  Government  will  be  relief  af;^ 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  there  is  the  2  per  eat 
which  has  been  shown  as  an  cxceis  of  rtses^ 
over  the  expenses  of  the  railway  compasj. 
there  is  1  per  cent,  which  Mr.  I^Iaxwell  s^iciaj 
would  be  profit  made  by  the  Govenmiez!!;  sm 
the  working  of  their  own  railways  by  ofe  * 
ing  this  line ;  so  that  there  is  nearly  4  per  cot 
clear  profit  on  the  purchase.  Then,  tiiere  ii 
this  fact,  which  I  would  also  impress  upon  ^ 
House :  that  the  liability  of  the  Govemsifli^ 
will  not  be  increased  beyond  what  it  is  aw. 
The  Government  will  then  be  in  possessicBLcf  b 
railway  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  cocfieqceaai 
to  them  to  possess,  not  only  for  the  serfke  d 
the  railways,  but  also  for  the  service  d  tk» 
public,  and  the  ratepayers  will  be  rdiered  cf 
the  immediate  payment  which  is  so  hea^ 
pressing  upon  them,  and  the  Govemmeat  «S 
also  make  a  profit  out  of  the  tronsactioB.  I 
therefore  hope  that  this  Bill  will  be  re«»- 
mitted,  and  that  the  Minister  for  Pubhc  Weds 
will  agree  to  accept  a  modercbte  increase  (stk 
amount  which  now  stands  in  the  BilL  1  bofe 
that  this  modified  sum  will  be  agreed  to  1^  ^ 
House,  and  that  the  company  will  be  prepsni 
to  accept  it. 

Mr.  CONOLX.Y.— I  assume  that  this  Hoc» 
will  not  divide  on  the  motion  for  goisf  is3» 
Gonunittce,  because  I  admit  that  it  is  aksd- 
lutely  necessary  that  this  clause  4  shosid  U 
recommitted,  along  with  other  clauses,  wii  a 
view  of  introducing  some  proposal  in  respeci 
to  the  issue  of  debentures,  which  woaM  be  h 
material  improvement  upon  the  Bill  as  it  nsm 
stands ;  but  I  say,  for  myself  and  for  those  sb» 
are  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself,  that  I  vis^ 
to  have  it  distinctly  understood  that,  tiioa^  *» 
should  not  vote  against  going  into  Conusitts, 
we  are  not  going,  when  in  Committee,  to  cos- 
sent  to  this  alteration  in  the  amount  of  mo&cr 
to  be  paid  to  tho  railway  company.  It  appesa 
AS  if  the  Government  buEive  had  ^e&t  di&caJs; 
in  finding  out  what  is  the  exact  sum  for  whid 
they  can  get  sufficient  support  in  the  Hom& 
We  were  told  last  night  as  distinctly  as  jxfr 
sible,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  impression  wai 
conveyed  to  us,  that,  in  taking  this  cka» 
into  Committee,  it  was  the  intention  of  t^ 
Minister  for  Public  Works  to  reinstate  the  sta 
of  £35,000. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  CONOLLY.  — We  were  led  to  xw^ 
stand  that.  I  confess  I  cannot  state  frca 
memoiy  that  the  MiniBter  explicitly  said  se;  j 
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if  he  did  not  mention  it,  ho  gavo  us  tho  idea 
i  it  was  proposed  to  recommit  the  Bill  for 
purpose  of  putting  back  the  sum  that  was 
ok  out.  Now  it  appears  that  he  proposes 
isert  the  sum  of  £33,000.  They  have  re- 
Bd  the  sum  which  they  propose  to  put  in  in 
»8  of  the  amount  voted  by  the  Committee 
22,000.  Possibly  that  concession  may  have 
bled  the  Government  to  come  down  with 
B  confidenco  than  they  had  last  night  of 
ing  the  Bill  into  Committee,  for  it  was 
ie  clear  that  the  Government  would  have 
n  defeated  last  night,  although  they  had 
jied  that  they  had  a  majority.  Now,  I 
lid  point  out  that  the  House  has  very  great 
ion  to  complain.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
Kwition  have  particular  reason  to  complain, 
fcose  all  these  blunders  that  the  Govern- 
xt  are  making  are  to  the  benefit  of  the 
losition ;  but  the  House  as  a  House  has 
ion  to  complain  that  it  has  been  kept  in  the 
k  with  regard  to  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
imcnt  on  this  head.  On  the  6th  of  this 
ith,  when  this  Bill  was  in  Committee,  the 
)unt  that  it  was  proposed  to  pay  to  this 
ipany  in  cash  was  reduced  to  £27,000, 
kxDg  the  amount  to  be  given  for  the  railway 
otly  that  which,  according  to  the  ofl&cers  of 

Government,  was  the  value  of  the  lino  to 

Government.  Then  a  suggestion  was  made 
&e  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  as  to 
letter  way  of  issuing  debentures;  and  pro- 
18  was  reported.  On  the  9th  of  this  month 
Supplementary  Order  Paper  was  issued, 
wing  that  the  Government  proposed  to 
ommit  the  Bill  for  the  consideration  of 
OSes  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  for  the  purpose  of 
king  necessary  alterations  in  that '  direc- 
L  In  that  Order  Paper  there  was  no  mon- 
1  of  any  attempt  to  restore  the  sum  to  tho 
ount  from  which  it  hod  been  altered;  and 

recommittal  of  clause  8  was  never  mcn- 
led.  If  that  had  been  the  only  thing,  there 
lid  not  have  been  so  much  cause  for  com- 
int,  for  Supplementary  Order  Papers  are 
aetimes  hastily  drawn  out  and  issued.    But, 

some  reason  or  other,  this  Order  Paper 
I  been  daily  issued  in  just  the  same  shape. 
en  to-day,  after  the  debate  of  last  night,  it 
I  been  again  issued  in  the  same  form.  There 
lot  shown  in  that  Order  Paper  any  inten- 
tt  to  recommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
rcasing  tho  amount  which  was  previously 
sd  by  the  House,  nor  is  there  any  intention 
)re3sed  of  recommitting  clause  8.  I  do  not 
}w  why  that  is  so.  The  Minister  told  us 
t  night  that  one-half  of  the  House  were 
ly  aware  of  his  intention.  If  half  were 
ore  of  it  I  can  only  say  that  it  was  the  half 
U  usually  vote  with  the  Government.  It  is 
le  that  on  this  side  of  the  House  we  have 
3  rumours,  ever  since  this  debate  took  place 
»eek  ago,  of  the  intention  of  the  Government 
endeavour  to  reinstate  the  sum  which  had 
m  struck  out ;  but  until  this  moment — for  the 
nister  says  that  he  did  not  even  announce 
I  intention  last  night — the  exact  intentions 

the  Government  have  never  been  made 
own  to  us.   And  now  we  are  told  that  the  sum 
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at  which  they  have  arrived  as  being  desirable 
to  put  in,  and  which  they  are  going  to  attempt 
to  put  in,  and  which,  I  suppose,  they  will  suc- 
ceed in  putting  in,  is  £33,000,  or  £6,000  more 
than  the  value  of  the  railway  to  the  Govern- 
ment according  to  the  valuation  of  their  own 
officers.  If  they  do  succeed  in  doing  this, 
I  believe  that  it  will  be  more  damaging  to 
the  Government  than  any  number  of  the  do- 
feats  which  they  have  sustained.  We  saw  them 
last  session  suffering  defeat  after  defeat,  and 
still  surviving  ;  but  I  say  that  it  would  be  far 
better  for  them  to  have  put  up  with  the  defeat 
of  last  week  than  to  carry  this  larger  sum,  for 
they  will  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  when 
it  is  seen  that,  for  the  benefit  of  a  i  ivafcc 
company,  they  are  proposing  to  this  HoubO  an 
expenditure  which  must  mean  a  loss  of  £G,000 
to  the  country.  To  those  who  are  accustomed 
to  deal  with  millions  £6,000  may  be  a  small 
sum ;  but,  when  those  in  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country  for  the  time  being,  to  whom  the 
interests  of  the  country  are  intrusted,  prove 
false  to  their  trust  even  in  small  things,  their 
conduct  is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
country.  I  was  very  much  struck  when  listen- 
ing to  the  observations  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitaki.  He  has  been  in  the  House 
for  four  or  five  sessions,  and  has  always  been 
a  good  party-man.  I  respect  good  party-men. 
I  have  always  been  a  party -man  myself. 
Sometimes,  in  following  your  party,  you  must 
walk  through  a  little  more  mud  than  you  would 
like  to  do.  The  honourable  member,  in  follow- 
ing the  Government  last  session,  was  dragged 
through  a  lot  of  humiliation,  which  was  not 
very  much  to  his  taste ;  but  when  a  matter 
like  this  comes  on  ho  says,  "  I  must  draw  the 
line  somewhere.  You  may  take  me  through 
the  mud  over  my  boots,  but  I  will  not  be 
dragged  into  it  up  to  my  neck."  I  believe  that 
the  division  which  is  to  be  taken  on  this  ques- 
tion in  Committee  when  we  get  there  will  be 
looked  to  by  the  public  with  great  interest, 
and  the  country  will  look  very  carefully  at  the 
names  of  those  who  support  the  Government  in 
this  breach  of  trust  in  respect  to  the  finances 
plaoed  under  their  care.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hokonui  has  just  tried  to  lead  the  House 
away,  as  he  did  on  the  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  by  referring  to  an  agree- 
ment made  by  the  Government.  He  carefully 
avoided,  as  he  did  on  the  former  occasion,  to 
state  that  in  this  Bill  tho  Government  only 
speak  of  that  as  a  draft  agreement.  It  was 
wrong  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  try  to 
make  it  appear  that  we  are  attempting  to 
break  through  an  agreement  that  had  been 
made.  He  also  said  that  this  purchase  was  of 
consequence  to  the  Government.  I  suppose 
that  means,  of  consequence  to  the  colony.  I 
assume  the  line  is  worth  buying.  Plenty  of  evi- 
dence has  been  taken  to  that  effect.  But  that 
evidence  has  also  told  us  at  what  price  it  is 
worth  buying.  Here  we  are  asked  to  give  ex- 
actly £G,000  more  than  it  is  estimated  to  bo 
worth.  How  has  this  been  brought  about,  and 
why?  Emissaries  from  this  company  have 
been  diligently  working  and  lobbying  in  this 
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nuitUr ;  and,  with  the  recollection  of  other 
transactions  in  district  railways,  how  much 
suspicion  must  he  cast — in  many  cases  un- 
dcsrrv'cdly — on  honourable  members  who  have 
made  themselves  very  active  in  canvassing  in 
this  direction  1  What  took  place  last  year  in 
regard  to  district  railways?  One  honourable 
member  made  himself  extremely  conspicuous 
by  canvassing  and  lobbying  in  order  to  get  a 
certain  railway  which  had  been  struck  out  re- 
inserted in  the  Bill.  And  what  happened  after- 
wards? That  honourable  member,  through 
that  railway  being  reinserted  in  the  Bill,  and 
through  the  inclusion  of  other  railways  in  that 
Bill,  managed  to  receive,  by  a  business  transac- 
tion connected  with  it,  1*1,000.  Will  not  the 
outside  public  bo  asking,  *♦  Why  are  honour- 
able members  so  active  in  getting  £6,000  or 
£8,000  extra  paid  for  the  Waimea  Plains  Rail- 
way ?  "  Will  they  not  be  suspecting  that  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind  as  the  matter  1  have  re- 
ferred to  may  turn  up,  and  that  there  may  be 
some  one  who  has  soiled  his  hands  in  connec- 
tion with  this  transaction  ?  This  House  should 
keep  itFclf  clear  from  such  imputations,  and, 
when  this  House  has  hod  before  it  eWdcnce  of 
the  proper  price  which  this  railway  is  worth, 
it  ou^'ht  not  to  give  one  shilling  more;  and  all 
the  exertions  of  the  agents  of  the  company, 
however  right  they  may  bo  in  the  interests  of 
the  conijmny,  to  attempt  to  get  more  than  the 
value  of  the  line,  ought  not  to  have  the  slightest 
effect  on  members  of  this  House.  I  hope  the 
House  will  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  that  the 
mfijority  by  wliich  we  rejected  the  extortionate 
propot-als  of  the  Government  will  be  largely 
increased  when  the  same  question  comes  be- 
fore UH  again. 

Mr.  LU  UCE.— I  have  no  intention  of  re- 
ceding from  the  attitude  which  I  took  up  on 
a  previous  occiu^ion.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
give  for  this  railway  the  amount  which  a 
thoroughly  reliable  otViccr,  and  one  who  holds 
a  high  position  in  the  Service,  estimated  as  its 
value  to  the  colony.  Our  position  and  attitude 
in  this  matter  appear  to  mo  to  be  perfectly 
plain.  We  are  h«  re  on  behalf  of  the  colony  to 
make  a  fair  bargain,  and  I  think  it  should 
be  only  very  exceptional  circumstances  indeed 
that  could  induce  us  to  give  more  for  this 
line  than  it  is  worth.  That  value  has,  I  think, 
been  very  conclusively  shown  to  be  £102,000 
or  £103,000  at  the  most,  and  to  that  extent  I 
am  willing  to  go,  and  no  further.  The  whole 
matter  appears  to  me  to  lie  in  a  nutshell.  It 
is  runt  a  question  of  amount,  but  an  important 
question  of  principle,  which  is  involved.  We 
are  here  the  custodians  of  the  public  purse, 
and  have  no  right  to  allow  any  portion  of  the 
public  money  to  bo  wasted.  Having  said  so 
much,  I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  exception 
to  some  of  the  remarks  which  have  dropped 
from  some  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure. 
It  has  been  alleged  tliat  there  has  been  per- 
sistent lobbyin;:  and  intrigue  regarding  this  Bill. 
Who  are  the  *  lobbyers,"  and  who  have  been 
thus  ••lobbied"?  I  suppose  that  as  to  every 
measure  of  importance  that  goes  through  this 
House  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  lobbying, 
Mr.  Conolly 


which  takes  the  direction  rather,  m  mycf^ 
of  legitimate  argument.  But  in  idooat 
this  measure  I  may  say  I  have  nsm  \m 
••  lobbied,"  nor  have  I  seen  any  one  A^jratU 
on  the  question.  I  would  ask  \h.t  Hoscetist 
What  will  the  readers  of  Hansard  limliiaai 
it  when  they  read  the  report  of  this  i;^jiA 
I  think  they  will  be  of  opinion  thst  tiisHjii 
is  a  nest  of  corruption,  and  that  we  lin  ma^ 
atmosphere  of  mtrigue — an  assumptniTaiil 
is  absolutely  false.  I  think,  caDadasftki 
great  temptation  that  is  put  before  bocsiifa 
members  oy  the  public  works  poliej,tbiitki 
House  is  wonderfully  pure :  at  least,  sod  u^ 
opinion,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  gire  €s^ 
sion  to  it.  In  reference  to  these  *'  aaisBoa,* 
I  should  like  to  tell  this  to  the  coimtz;  tkns^ 
Hansard — and  I  think  the  country  is  isAvmL 
of  it,  though  the  House  is:  that  all  sesdaftf 
emissaries  to  Wellington  to  bring  pressae 
bear  in  regard  to  any  lookl  Bill  or  meiB 
tends,  I  think,  to  defeat  the  object  ia  f?t. 
But  my  reason  for  rising  on  this  oocasiaDiiB 
protest  against  the  assertions  as  to  intzigQeaB^ 
lobbying,  because  that  has  not  corneal v 
notice,  and  I  think  such  assertions  will  ksR 
misleading  effect  on  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— The  hflCDBai 
member  for  Hokonui,  speaking  just  nov.si^ 
something  as  to  this  matter  which  I  wis  i«( 
aware  of  before.  He  said  this  Bill  wcold  gt^ 
no  relief  to  the  ratepayers.  I  thought  tbt  li^ 
Bill,  if  it  passed,  was  to  have  relie>-ed  the  nie- 
payers  altogether. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  shareholder. 
Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND— ItonlyreliaHw-^ 
shareholders.  Well,  I  feel  more  incliDed tiau 
ever  to  oppose  the  Bill.  The  honourshkiB^ 
her  for  Hokonui  seemed  to  think  th&t  laa 
was  a  great  point  in  the  fact  that  theliBem 
worth  buying.  Did  he  think  that  the  Gok* 
ment  which  he  supports  would  come  dom  m^ 
say  that  this  line  was  not  worth  boyng?  ^« 
presume  that  the  line  is  worth  having.  ^ 
only  question  is,  W^hat  is  the  price  ^  « 
should  give  for  it  ?  We  know  thsi  the  sJiae^ 
holders  have  got  into  certain  difficnltieB;*^ 
the  question  for  the  colony  is,  Are  we  to  ^ 
them  out,  and,  if  so,  at  what  price?  I  ^ 
lieve  that  the  Rotorua  Bailwsy  Coaip»£r 
shareholders  paid  up  10s.  a  share,  lod  i^ 
only  got  back  7s.  6d.  When  one  gessiate^ 
bad  speculation  he  is  glad  to  get  oat  o^  > 
withou t  much  loss.  These  people,  thoogli  tfef 
have  bdmt  their  fingers,  ought  to  be  gl»^* 
get  out  of  their  speculation  with  a  io».  1 
hold  in  my  hands  printed  papers  in  coliB*^ 
tion  with  this  matter,  and  from  themitcas* 
seen  that  what  the  shareholders  are  fig^^ 
for  is  to  got  back  the  whole  of  their  bk©^ 
and  the  interest  too.  Mr.  Leaiy,  writing  In* 
Dunedin  on  the  23rd  December,  18S5,s»yi,' 
*♦  As  the  directors  contemplate  makiBg^ 
cial  arrangements  shortly,  which  may  pr«^ 
a  sale  of  the  line,  they  cannot  keep  the  s^ 
offer  open  beyond  a  month  from  this  date^ 

Thoy  gave  the  Government  only  a  msai 
consider  the  offer.     They  were  in  aveiyis* 
pendent  position  then.    Mr.  Cuthbert  0^ 
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telegraphs  as  follows  on  the  10th  February, 
1886:— 

"Offer  of  Waimea  may  lapse  on  the  15th 
instant.  Does  Gk)vemment  wish  further  ex- 
iension?  Will  be  glad  to  try  and  arrange 
matter." 

He  seemed  to  be  anxious  about  the  time  ex- 
piring. One  would  almost  think  that  the  com- 
pany were  going  to  withdraw  from  sale.  Then 
Mr.  E.  Richardson,  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
telegraphs, — 

'*  The  report  I  advised  you  I  was  getting  as 
to  the  real  value  of  the  Waimea  line  to  the 
6o?ernment  of  course  cannot  be  considered  by 
-Cabinet  till  we  meet  at  end  of  this  or  early  next 
month.  Probably  the  company,  if  they  really 
wish  to  sell,  will  not  withdraw.'* 

The  Minister  for  Public  Works  thoroughly 
understood  the  position.  He  was  not  a  bit 
lightened  about  their  backing  out  of  their  bar- 
:gain.  In  another  letter  from  Mr.  Leary  to  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  he  says, — 

"I  understand  that  Mr.  Cowan,  M,H.R.,  has 
-communicated  to  you  the  terms  upon  which  the 
•company  is  prepared  to  sell  the  Waimea  Plains 
Railway  to  the  Government.  The  sum  of 
£108,000  was  mentioned  to  Mr.  Cowan  as  the 
price  which  it  was  estimated  would  admit  of 
the  return  of  the  shareholders'  capital.  In 
preparing  the  statement  showing  what  would 
be  the  company's  position  if  the  line  were  sold 
At  the  price  mentioned,  the  interest  payable 
by  the  company  for  the  year  ending  the  81st 
March,  1886,  was,  by  an  oversight,  omitted." 

So  that  the  company  desire  not  only  to  get 
dhe  return  of  their  capital,  but  the  whole  of 
their  interest.  In  a  letter  dated  the  13th 
March,  Mr.  Short,  for  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Public  Works,  says, — 

"I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  26th  ultimo,  to  the  effect  that  the  offer 
which  your  company  recently  made,  through 
Mr.  Cowan,  M.H.R.,  to  sell  the  Waimea  Plains 
Railway  to  the  Government,  will,  if  accepted, 
not  permit  of  the  return  to  the  shareholders  of 
the  company  of  the  whole  of  the  capital  which 
they  have  invested  in  the  railway." 
Then,  Mr.  Leary  says, — 
"  I  may  explain  that,  in  preparing  the  state- 
ment giving  an  estimate  of  the  amount  required 
to  be  paid  for  the  railway  to  admit  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  paid-up  capital,  I  had  assumed 
that  from  the  1st  August  last  the  working  ex- 
penses would  equal  the  traffic." 

They  assumed  that  the  working  expenses 
would  equal  the  traffic  on  this  wonderful  line 
that  wc  were  going  to  purchase  ;  and  then  Mr. 
Leary  says, — 

"I*  am  pleased,  however,  to  find  there  will 
probably  be  a  profit  of  about  £700  for  that 
•)criod,  making  about  £2,300  for  the  year." 

Then,  there  is  an  approximate  return  of  the 
working  expenses  and  traffic  from  the  28th 
Pebraary  to  the  Slst  March,  1886,  and  I  gather 
rom  tliat  that  there  was  a  profit  over  and 
fcbove  Tvorking  expenses  of  £106  4s.  9d.  for  one 
Qoutfa.  I  do  not  see  in  this  account  any  chargo 
or  interest  at  all.    If  interest  were  charged 


there  would  be  no  profit  —  according  to  this 
account  the  thing  would  be  a  dead  loss.  The 
working  expenses  almost  swamp  the  whole  of 
the  receipts.  They  may  have  expected  to  get 
the  interest  out  of  rates ;  but,  if  we  are  not  to 
give  relief  to  the  ratepayers,  what  is  the  use  of 
assisting  the  company  ?  In  a  letter  dated  the 
11th  March,  1886,  Mr.  Thomas  Green  says,— 

'*  The  existence  of  the  railway-rate  has  been 
extremely  detrimental  to  the  settlement  of  the 
district.  Even  before  the  rate  was  actually 
levied  the  tear  of  it  kept  many  good  farmers 
from  taking  up  the  land ;  and,  unless  the  rate 
is  abolished  or  something  very  near  it,  I  feaj! 
that  settlement  may  be  looked  upon  as  at  an 
end  in  the  district,  and,  as  I  have  said,  even 
those  now  upon  the  land  will  have  to  abandon 
their  holdings." 

So  that,  if  we  buy  the  railway,  and  do  not 
give  relief  to  the  ratepayers,  we  have  to  face 
the  difficulty  acknowledged  by  the  shareholders 
themselves  —  namely,  that  the  plains  will  be 
abandoned.  If  the  settlers  are  all  going  to  give 
up  their  holdings,  how  on  earth  can  the  line 
pay  ?  It  will  pay  less  and  less  ;  and  the  fact 
is,  we  are  going  to  buy  "a  white  elephant." 
If  we  do  not  give  any  relief  to  the  ratepayers, 
it  is  quite  certain  that  the  whole  of  the  people 
will  leave  the  district,  and  then  we  shall  have 
no  one  to  carry  on  the  railway.  There  are 
many  other  quotations  in  these  papers  which 
go  to  show  that  if  relief  is  not  given  to  the 
ratepayers  the  district  will  become  depopu- 
lated.   One  person  says, — 

**  I  think  they  will  all  go.  They  will  throw 
up  their  farms  or  become  bankrupt." 

Then  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Blow,  who 
says, — 

"  In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  matter 
of  arranging  for  the  purchase  of  this  railway  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  some  time  past,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  all  along  been  prepared  to  purchase 
the  line,  but  as  yet  they  have  oeen  quite  unable 
to  make  any  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the 
company  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  it. 

•'  The  Government,  however,  intend,  shortly 
to  make  another  offer  to  the  company,  which  it 
is  hoped  will  meet  with  acceptance;  but  this 
offer,  of  course,  will  have  to  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  Parliament." 

That  letter  is  written  "  for  Under-Secretary 
for  Public  Works,"  and  is  the  first  intimation 
we  have  that  the  Government  arc  going  to 
make  any  offer  to  the  company.  While  this 
arrangement  was  being  made,  Mr.  Cuthbert 
Cowan  telegraphed  to  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — 

"  I  hoar  your  offer  to  purchase  Waimea  Rail- 
way has  been  sent  back  for  consideration  of 
certain  points.  Earnestly  urge  you  try  to* 
meet  demands  of  company  as  far  as  reason- 
able." 

So  that  he  was  putting  pressure  on  the  Go- 
vernment, earnestly  requesting  them  to  make 
arrangements.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
telegraphs,  in  reply, — 

'*  We  are  prepared  to  deal  fairly  with  the 
company,  and  I  have,  by  wire;  to-day  gone  a^ 
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far  as  I  can  to  meet  their  views.  If  they  now 
refuse  they  mast  take  the  consequences." 

Tliat  was  the  position  which  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  took  up  when  he  made  this  offer 
of  £33,000.  He  told  them  then  that  they  must 
take  the  consequences  if  they  refused  the  offer. 
Then  we  have  three  more  telegrams  from  Mr. 
Cullilwirt  Cowan,  putting  pressure  on  different 
MiniitterH,  all  of  the  telegrams  trying  to  induce 
thorn  to  give  a  high  price  for  the  railway. 
Now,  one  of  these  telegrams  is  very  important. 
It  is  dated  the  4ih  May,  from  Dunedin,  and  it 
says,— 

**  Have  met  directors  Waimea,  who  will  not 
accept  your  offer.  Am  authorized  by  them  to 
Hiiy  if  you  offer  £37,000  they  will  close  as  from 
31st  March  last,  accepting  one-half  of  four 
years'  rates,  and  other  conditions  imposed  by 
you." 

There  they  are  bringing  up  this  £37,000;  and 
tliey  kt  pt  at  that  amount  until  a  certain  time, 
when  ihey  saw  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  would  not  give  way,  and  then  they  pro- 
posed— as  any  ordinary  business  people  would 
do  who  found  they  could  not  carry  all  they 
wanted— that  they  should  split  the  difference 
and  make  ihe  sum  £35,000.  Then  a  Mr.  F. 
Fergus  teKgrapljs  to  the  Premier.  I  am  not 
quite  certain  to  whom  the  reply  to  that  tele- 
gram \\iis  sent,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  to 
Mr.  T.  Fergus,  M.H.R.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  tiiey  are  the  same. 

Mr.  K.  KICHARDSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— Very  well.  Then 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  replies  to  "  T. 
Fergus,  Ksq.,  M.H.U.,"— 

'*  Koplying  to  your  telegram  re  Waimea  Rail- 
way of  tlio  4tli,  I  have  only  to  state  that  the 
price  olTered  by  mc  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  the  utmost  that  the  Government,  after 
taking  the  various  interests  into  consideration, 
can  ask  Parliament  to  give." 

So  that  it  appears  that  £33,000  was  "  the 
utmost"  that  tlio  Minister  for  Public  Works 
was  prepared  to  ask  Parliament  to  give. 
Then  a  deputation  came  to  Wellington,  among 
whom  was  ono  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
hero  now,  and  they  waited  on  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  and  persuaded  him  to  put 
in  the  £35,000.  That  is  about  the  history 
of  the  affair,  as  far  as  it  went,  up  to  that 
time ;  and  now  we  have  the  same  gentle- 
man coming  up  here  again ;  and,  although  I 
may  say  that  1  have  not  been  '*  lobbied  "  in  any 
way — as  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikoi 
says  he  has  not  been — still,  there  are  certain 
members  of  the  House  whom,  it  is  admitted,  it 
is  of  no  use  to  "  lobby,"  because  it  is  known  that 
they  will  not  alter  their  opinion.  But  we  know 
that  there  are  rumours  going  about  that  an 
arrangement  has  been  come  to,  and,  as  far  as 
we  can  see,  the  proposal  which  is  now  made  to 
the  House  is  to  carry  out  that  arrangement. 
Just  to  show  what  has  been  going  on,  I  may 
^ay  that  one  honourable  member  who  was  very 
nmcli  opposed  to  the  purchase  of  this  rail- 
way went  away  a  day  or  two  ago.  Before  ho 
Went  away  ho  said  that  if  there  was  anything 
which  would  make  him  stay  till  the  end  of  the 
Mr.  W.  F.  Buckland 


session  it  was  that  he  might  be  ftbia  tc  tA 
this  Bill,  60  as  to  prevent  any  man  tes^ 
given  for  the  railway  than  the  H<»2ss  is 
willing  to  give.  He  absolutely  wroU  SQ  i 
pair  against  the  Bill,  and  left  it  m\h  tsaki 
honourable  member;  but  he  wu  intenici^ 
on  board  the  steamer,  and  he  wrote  btck  is^ 
ing  that  the  pair  should  be  torn  up.  Tknisi 
case  in  which  the  Government  gained  a  cjs 
vote  in  the  matter.  I  do  not  say  it  -wu  tb 
Government  who  persuaded  the  hocoasMe 
gentleman  to  change  his  mind,  bat  it  cetasL? 
was  some  one  who  was  interested  in  tJu  sir 
ter.  That  shows  that  in  this  particnlu  ok 
there  has  been  lobbying  going  on,  whickiti^ 
events,  has  had  the  effect  of  influeocDi  tt 
vote  of  one  honourable  member.  I  obje^  t^ 
gether  to  this  system  —  that,  after  ve  ^ 
mustered  our  forces,  fought  the  battle,  fsi 
carried  the  day,  the  Government  sbonki  kck 
through  the  Order  Paper,  count  no&3£,  aed 
then  say  to  themselves,  **  All  wc  have  p)t  to* 
is  to  turn  so-and-so,  and  then  we  can  ge:  w 
decision  reversed."  It  is  impossible  to  tarn 
on  legislation  if  things  of  that  sort  sre  ao  k 
done.  We  had  just  the  same  sort  of  th^ 
carried  on  with  regard  to  another  Bill,  i  ^ 
was  absolutely  thrown  out,  and  yet  the  mass 
was  brought  up  again,  and  it  was  then  cimfil 
The  Government  found  out  in  the  meantifflt 
that  if  they  could  get  a  second  dirisicn  tabs 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  what  they  waotei 
They  know  that  there  are  always  some  hdsosr- 
able  members  who  do  not  take  a  particalsr 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  who  stay  away,  ait 
if  they  can  only  be  persuaded  to  vote  oa  ife 
second  occasion  it  is  most  likely  the  Gorsfr 
ment  will  gain  the  day.  We  know  verr  wei, 
too,  that  there  are  always  members  wH 
although  they  vote  in  one  lobby,  havt  ^ 
hearts  in  the  other  lobby,  and  then  the  G<?^sc- 
ment  see  their  chance  to  get  hold  of  tb« 
members,  and  manage  to  make  the  House  afe 
the  decision  it  has  just  arrived  at.  If  t^«  «* 
to  continue  having  this  system  of  second  divi- 
sions the  consequence  will  be  that  we  sbill  be 
passing  legislation  which  is  a  mere  ma:ter  d 
arrangement.  We  have  a  Government  d  ex- 
pediency on  those  benches,  and  our  legl4stki 
is  consequently  nothing  but  expediency.  A3 
they  have  to  do  is  to  look  around  and  say,  ^Ck. 
we  can  secure  So-and-so ;"  and  so  the  imVM^ 
arranged.  There  are  always  those  who  do  ecS 
come  in  to  a  division  on  the  first  occasioS' 
who  are  lukewarm  on  the  subject ;  but  d  i^ 
are  persuaded  a  little  they  will  come  in  it" 
second  time,  and  so  the  matter. is  an^ugS' 
It  is  an  unfair  way  of  legislating  to  says' 
man,  *•  If  you  will  vote  for  this  and  hdp  -s 
to  carry  it  through,  we  will  see  if  wc  eao^a 
help  you  in  another  way."  I  have  a  stress 
objection  to  tlieso  divisions  being  taken  tvtf^ 
The  other  night  the  division  was  taken  triti- 
Several  honourable  gentlemen  were  a^7/! 
the  first  division,  and  the  matter  was  s€t^ 
in  a  certain  way  ;  and  if  we  had  stuck  to  li^ 
division  the  Government  would  have  been  3*- 
featcd.  But  after  that  they  managed  to  ^> 
lect  supporters,  and  another  division  was  »^^ 
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the  consequenae  was  that  the  decision 
;  arrived  at  was  reversed.  These  second 
sionSf  I  say,  are  a  source  of  great  danger  to 
legislation.  There  is  another  matter  which 
m  particnlarly  sorry  to  see  in  connection 
h  this  railway.  If  the  Government  do  not 
it  to  buy  the  railway,  why  do  they  come 
m  again  with  this  proposal  to  recommit  the 
I  ?  That  is  a  matter  I  cannot  possibly  un- 
stand.  There  must  be  some  urgent  desire 
tho  part  of  the  Government  to  deal  with 
{  matter.  It  may  be  that  it  is  caused  by 
Bsure  on  the  part  of  honourable  members  or 
pressure  outside.    But,  after  the  disclosures 

have  had  this  session,  I  think  it  is  very 
«se  on  their  part  to  try  to  force  us  into 
s  matter.  I  know  very  well  that  if  I  had 
r  money  invested  in  this  Waimea  Plains 
ilway  I  should  be  very  glad  to  take  £27,000 ; 

any  man  knows,  when  he  is  making  a  loss, 
is  better  to  sacrifice  a  little  than  lose  the 
olo :  and  I  am  sure  the  company  is  in  that 
dtion.  If  we  agree  to  this  demand  we  shall 
re  companies  making  railways  all  over  the 
ony ;  and  then,  if  they  turn  out  bod  specu- 
ions,  we  shall  bo  asked  to  make  their  loss 
>d  to  them  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.  I 
I  sorry  to  say  that  there  was  a  great  loss  in 
)  case  of  the  district  railway  that  was  ma.de 
the  North,  and  the  people  connected  with 
ii»  railway  were  very  glad  to  got  out  of  it  at 
osb:  and  it  was  a  genuine  railway.  But  this 
ilway  is  made  through  the  land  of  this  Agri- 
Itural  Company,  and  we  know  very  well  that 
imbers  of  the  Government  have  been  in- 
rested  in  that  company.  The  Premier  him- 
if  bas  Bidmitted  that  one  or  two  Ministers 
nre  interested  in  it,  and  I  think  the  position 
ey  are  in  is  very  peculiar  when  they  come 
d  ask  the  House  to  give  this  additional 
oney  for  the  railway.  I  think  the  House 
3  all  it  could  be  expected  to  do  when  it 
reed  to  give  £27,000  for  the  railway.  We 
low  we  are  not  flush  of  cash.  I  admit  that 
e  Government  have  been  lavish  in  their  ex- 
inditure,  and  have  not  attempted  to  draw  in 
eir  horns  in  any  way ;  but  I  say  this  is  not  a 
me  when  we  can  afford  to  throw  away  several 
OQsands  of  pounds.  I  certainly  hope  the 
ouse  will  affirm  its  original  resolution,  and 
ill  not  be  led  away  by  a  second  division, 
iiis  Parliament  has  originated  a  sort  of  his- 
lical  way  of  doing  things  by  Order  Papers, 
id  second  and  third  editions  of  Bills ;  and  now 
e  are  going  to  introduce  another  Liberal 
rinciple,  of  taking  second  divisions  on  every 
ibJQct.  The  Government,  this  session,  when- 
rer  defeated  on  one  point,  have,  by  means  of 
ibbying,  managed  to  get  the  decision  of  the 
Ebuse  set  aside.  This  is  not  the  only  case, 
hey  have  done  it  several  times.  They  have 
ied  to  see  whether  they  could  not  get  the 
aestion  put  again,  and  if  they  found  that  it 
fould  not  work  they  did  not  try  it,  but  when 
^ey  felt  sure  of  success  they  brought  the 
latter  up  again.  They  have  coimted  noses  in 
bia  case,  and,  now  that  they  feel  strong  enough, 
A  the  fag-end  of  the  session,  when  many 
lononrable   members    have    gone    away,  and 


others  are  anxious  to  get  home,  they  come 
down  and  want  to  alter  the  whole  principle  of 
this  Bill  and  give  the  company  all  the  rnoney 
they  ask  for,  simply  because  they  think  they 
have  a  majority  to  carry  their  way  on  a  new 
division  by  reversing  a  decision  which  was 
taken  honestly  and  at  a  time  when  members 
could  devote  their  whole  attention  to  the 
matter,  and  were  not  anxious  to  get  home.  I 
say  if  they  succeed  in  their  attempt  it  will  not 
reflect  credit  on  them  or  on  those  who  vote 
with  them. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE.— I  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  matters. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  states  that  the  Government  was  autho- 
rized to  buy  the  railway,  and  he  seemed  to 
assume  that,  having  given  the  Government 
power  to  purchase  the  railway,  the  House  was 
wrong  in  not  a^eeing  to  the  terms  that  the 
Government  had  offered. 

Mr.  E.  RICHABDSON.— No. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Well,  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  honourable  gentleman  say  "No;"  but 
that  was  the  impression  I  had,  and  it  was  the 
impression  of  various  honourable  members  who 
heard  the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  power  to  buy  from  the  company  was 
accompanied  by  this  proviso:  that,  whatever 
the  terms  of  the  engagement  might  be,  they 
must  be  ratified  by  this  House  before  being 
binding  in  any  sense,  either  morally  or  in  law. 
Therefore  we  are  just  as  free  to  discuss  the 
matter  as  if  the  Government  had  made  no  pre- 
liminary arrangements  whatever.  I  am  sure 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  agree  with  that. 
But,  then,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  we 
altered  the  cash  consideration  from  £35,000  to 
£27,000,  and  that  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  hardship  in  that.  He  says  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  offered  the  company  £83,000. 
But  had  the  honourable  gentleman  brought 
the  Bill  down  at  first  with  the  figures  £38,000 
in  it  I  could  understand  that  he  might  wish 
to  stand  upon  those  figures.  But  what  did 
he  do?  When  he  brought  the  Bill  down  in 
tho  course  of  the  debate  upon  it  he  stated 
distinctly  that,  although  the  amount  in  the 
Bill  was  £86,000  cash,  he  wished  for  the  direc- 
tion of  the  House  as  to  the  amount  that 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  company.  Well, 
the  House  gave  a  direction.  The  House  gave 
a  direction  that  £27,000  was  a  sum  sufficient 
for  the  requirements  of  the  case ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  now  comes  down  and 
tells  us  that  not  the  £27,000  which  the  House 
considered  sufficient,  but  the  £88,000  which 
was  offered  was  the  right  thing.  I  think  that 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  difficulties 
has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  he,  or  else  his 
colleagues,  did  not  know  their  own  minds. 
How  did  we  arrive  at  £27,000  ?  It  was  by  a 
very  simple  process.  We  had  before  us  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  which  gave  us  the 
various  estimates  by  officers  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  department — that  is,  by  those 
best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  rail- 
way. Now,  I  would  remind  the  House  once 
more  of  what  those  values  were;  because  thia 
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\A  essentially  a  question  of  figures — there  is 
nothing  of  sentiment  about  it ;  it  is  simply  a 
question  of  what  the  thing  is  worth,  and  what 
we  should  pay  for  it.  First,  of  all  we  have  to 
consider  Whether,  if  we  were  starting  de  novOf  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  the  railway.  About 
that  point  there  must  necessarily  be  some  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  and  there  is  a  very  consider- 
able difference  of  opinion.  But,  however,  let 
us  take  it  for  granted  for  a  moment  that,  if  it 
were  left  to  the  unbiassed  opinion  of  the  House, 
we  should  determine  to  make  it.  Then,  surely 
the  first  question  to  be  considered  would  be, 
What  should  it  cost,  what  is  the  constructive 
value  of  this  work?  Now,  the  very  highest 
figure  set  down  for  that  is  £95,000.  The  figures 
are  given  at  from  £90,000  to  £95,000.  This  is 
not  the  estimate  of  an  ignorant  person,  but  of  a 
Government  expert,  one  thorougnly  acquainted 
with  railways.  Are  we,  then,  to  be  told  that  the 
House  was  illiberal  or  that  there  was  anything 
wrong  in  offering  £102,000  where  £90,000  was 
the  value?  I  would  take  the  average  value,  the 
difference  between  the  two,  neither  the  highest 
nor  the  lowest,  and  say  that  £92,000  would  be 
the  construction  value  of  the  railway.  Are  we 
illiberal  when  we  tell  the  Government  they 
may  go  to  the  extent  of  £102,000  —  that  is, 
£10,000  over  the  construction  value?  And 
from  this  construction  vcJue,  remember,  there 
should  be  deducted  the  very  large  item  of 
£18,000  to  which  I  will  refer  afterwards,  which 
would  really  make  the  commercial  value  to  us, 
taking  the  £18,000  from  the  £92,000,  £74,000, 
as  the  just  and  natural  value  to  offer  to  the 
company  for  the  property.  That  is  to  say, 
instead  of  the  £102,000  we  are  prepared  to 
offer,  we  ought  really  to  offer  only  £74,000. 
Then  we  come  to  the  commercial  value.  Now, 
I  say  the  commercial  value  is  set  down  upon  a 
wrong  basis.  When  the  Engineer  says  the  con- 
struction value  is  £92,000,  I  take  his  word  for 
that ;  but  I  cannot  take  his  word  for  the  com- 
mercifiJ  value  of  the  undertaking:  as  to  this, 
any  commercial  man  in  the  House  is  quite  as 
good  a  judge  as,  probably  a  better  judge  than, 
the  experts  in  the  Public  Works  Office.  How 
would  any  commercial  man  arrive  at  the  com- 
mercial value  of  the  undertaking  ?  Would  he 
not  consider  what  it  would  produce  by  way  of 
permanent  income  upon  the  amount  expended 
for  the  cost?  There  is  no  other  mode  of 
arriving  at  the  commercial  vsJue.  You  may 
say  a  thing  is  worth  £100,000 ;  but,  if  it  only 
brings  in  £2,000  a  year  when  the  commercial 
value  of  money  is  4  per  cent.,  then  I  say  that 
£100,000  cannot  be  the  commercial  value,  but 
only  the  half  of  £100,000.  Now,  in  taking  the 
commercial  value  you  have  to  consider  not  only 
the  present  income,  but  the  probable  future  in- 
come, looking  also  to  the  past  income.  What 
has  been  the  income  of  this  railway?  Well, 
the  figures  are  given,  and  they  are  very  instruc- 
tive. The  nominal  amount  of  profit  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  March,  1883,  was  £964 
148.  5d. ;  but  there  must,  evidently,  have  been 
a  great  falling-off  in  the  trad&  of  the  district, 
which  may  account,  to  a  certain  extent,  for 
the  falling-off  in  the  profits  of  the  railway,  or 
Colonel  Trirnble 


the  first  year'fr  income  and  expenditoxe  were 
wrongly  balanced.    There  was  some  iniiitiikR 
about  it,  because  in  the  next  year  the  incomfi 
had  fallen  from  £964  to  £12  48.  Bd.    Now,  we 
are  told  the  income  for  the  past  year  has  been 
£2,000.    Supposing  it  were,  which  I  doofai,! 
have  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  io  this  i 
that  it  was  during  this  year,  when  they  had  die 
nominal  income  of  £2,000,  that  they  were  nego- 
tiating with  the  Gk>vemment  for  the  sale  of  &e 
line.    That  is  a  very  important  point  to  take 
into  account  when  you  are  consideiing  the 
commercial  value.    Depend  upon  it  everytJung 
was  taken  out  of  maintenance  and  out  of  the 
cost  of  working  that  could  possibly  be  talcea 
out,  and  everything  was  put  into  tiie  income 
that  could  possibly  be  put  into  it;    becaoie 
the  gentlemen  in   connection  with  the  rail- 
way  are   very   astute,    and    they   would    be 
certain  to  put  the  best  possible  face  upon  the 
undertaking  at  a  time  when  they  were  nego- 
tiating for  the  sale  of  the  property,  the  value 
being   based  upon  the    net    annual    retoms. 
Therefore  from  the  £2,000  there  ought  to  be  a 
very  large  deduction  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
true  profits.    But,  for  the  moment,  I  will  take 
it  to  be  that  the  net  amount  of  profit  was  reallj 
£2,000.    What,  then,  would  be  the  basis  for 
the  commercial  valuation,  so  far  as  the  presest 
income  is  concerned  ?    It  would  not  be  £2,000, 
or  £12,  or  £964,  but  all  those  amounts  added 
together  and  divided  by  3.    That  would  give 
an  income  of  £1,000  a  year  in  round  figiues* 
which,  upon  the  purchase-money  of  £103,0001, 
would  be  under  1  per  cent.     Therefore,  with 
an  annual  interest  of  4  per  cent,  to  pay  by 
the  colony,  and  with  an  income  of  only  1  per 
cent.,  the  commercial  value,  if  it  were  taken 
on  its  present  basis,  would  only  be  one  quaictez' 
of  £102,000.      That  would  be  the  comznereS*l 
value    if    there    were   no    prospective   value. 
What  is  that  to  be  ?    We  have  no  data  what- 
ever to  show^  because  the  jump  of  the    net 
revenue  from  £900  to  £12  and  &om  £12  to  & 
nominal  £2,000  is  so  singular  in  its  chaimc4ee 
that  it  prevents  us  from  being  able  to  asoefrtem 
for  the  future  what  the  probable  income  'woold 
be.    So  that,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  in.  oSsr- 
ing  £102,000  we  were  giving  most  libermlly — 
infinitely  more  than  the  railway  was  wortlu    I& 
has  been  spoken  of  as  a  thing  which  we  sboai]^ 
eagerly  accept — the  opportunity  of  bu3riiis  the 
railway  at  the  present   time.      Why    sliois!^ 
there  be  this  anxiety?    If  the  railway  accoxnsia 
be  truthfully  stated  in  such  a  way  as  to  &bow  a 
large  profit  it  will  be  a  better  plan  for  all  paztiei 
to  wait.    If  there  is  going  to  be  a  large  proat  jfc  I 
will  be  better  for  the  railway  company  -fco  " 
for  they  will  then  be  able  to  sell  on  &  b 
basis ;  and  it  will  be  better  for  us  to  "vrait  be-  J 
cause  we  shall  have  more  data  to  go   upoo.  a  I 
ascertaining  exactly  what  we  have  to  pokj  f 
the  work.     Now  I  come   to   this    figure 
£102,000.     How  do  we  arrive  at  i^?      ~~ 
what  the  experts  say  would  be  the 

the  (Government.    Here  comes  in  the  o     

tion  which  has  been  very  much  pressed  bj  i 
advocates  of  the  purchase  and  by  tl^«  " 
able  member  f or  Hokonui.    He  has 
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that  by  taking  this  railway  over  the  general 
railway  system  of  the  colony  wiU  be  bene- 
fited to  the  extent  of  £1,000  a  year.  How  does 
that  stand  ?  Supposing  it  were  so,  how  much 
of  this  £1,000  ought  to  go  to  the  company, 
and  bow  much  ought  to  go  to  the  colony? 
According  to  the  honourable  gentleman  and, 
apparently,  according  to  the  Minister  in  charge 
the  whole  advantage  of  that  money  ought  to  go 
t3  the  company  and  not  to  the  colony,  because, 
according  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  cal- 
culations, it  requires  that  £1,000  to  pay  the 
int  >rest  he  talks  about  the  railway  producing. 
If  t.ii  £1,000  be.a  merely  incidental  advantage, 
'  as  tlij  honourable  gentleman  himself  acknow- 
ledges, then,  nnder  all  circumstances  of  fair- 
ness, one-half  of  the  amount  ought  to  go  to  the 
colony  and  one-half  only  to  the  company.  It 
is  nonsense  to  say  that  this  £1,000  should  be 
taken  as  one  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  purchasing  of  the  railway,  and  that 
the  company  should  get  the  whole  advantage  of 
that.  At  the  very  outside,  from  their  own 
showing,  only  one-half  should  go  to  the  com- 
pany. Then,  I  apprehend  that,  in  estimating 
the  value  to  the  Government,  the  experts  have 
stated  that  £102,000  would  include  the  £1,000 
which  the  honourable  member  has  referred  to. 
Let  us  see,  taking  the  basis  I  have  indicated 
as  a  fair  one,  what  the  undertaking  would 

?ay  us  on  a  basis  of  £102,000  purchase-money, 
am  still  leaving  aside  the  question  of  dis- 
count on  the  bonds.  We  will  say  the  railway 
costs  £102,000,  that  we  have  an  average  income 
of  under  £1,000  from  the  railway  itself,  and 
£500  from  a  share  of  the  advantage  in  the 
general  working  of  the  railways.  That  is 
under  IJ  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  when  speaking  on  this  point 
last  week,  said  the  railway  was  going  to  produce 
from  2^  to  2}  per  cent. ;  but,  emboldened  by  his 
successful  working  on  the  feelings  of  the  Minis- 
ter in  the  meantime,  he  assumes  this  evening 
that  the  profit  will  be  4  per  cent,  without  a 
particle  of  change  in  the  figures  before  the 
House.  At  the  very  outside  it  can  only  be  1^ 
per  cent.  I  come  to  see  how  far  even  that 
is  proved.  I  have  again  to  trouble  the  House 
with  certain  figures  in  relation  to  the  bonds 
I  have  just  alluded  to.  Those  bonds  vary  in 
date  from  ten  to  twenty-three  years,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  upon  them  varies  from  6  to  6J 
per  cent.  With  money  at  4  per  cent.,  in  order 
to  redeem  those  bonds  we  should  require  to  pay 
£18,000  down.  That  is  the  amount  we  should 
have  to  take  out  of  our  pockets  and  hand  over 
to  the  holder  of  those  bonds  in  order  to  redeem 
them.  It  has  been  said  that  the  holders  of 
the  bonds  would  be  willing  to  compromise  the 
matter,  and  would  probably  take  £13,000.  Even 
that  would  be  a  ver^  large  amount.  But  I  say 
that,  the  bonds  bemg  held  by  a  public  trust, 
the  trustees  cannot,  without  putting  themselves 
in  a  very  false  position  indeed,  take  one  penny- 
pieco  less  than  the  full  value  of  the  bonds.  If 
they  do  they  will  be  recreant  to  their  trust — 
they  will  be  cheating  the  policy-holders  of  the 
department  in  whose  interests  they  are   ap- 


pointed. They  are  not  appointed  for  their  own 
interests,  or  to  feather  the  nests  of  their  friends : 
they  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
that  the  policy-holders  of  the  Government  In- 
surance Department  have  the  very  utmost  in- 
terest they  can  get  safely  for  their  money.  And 
I  ask  the  House  this :  What  possible  security 
could  they  have  so  good  within  the  colony  as 
colonial  bonds?  We  are  responsible  for  the 
bonds  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  and  are  we  to 
suppose  that  the  various  officers  of  the  Govem- 
ment'who  form  this  public  trust  are  so  dead  to 
all  feeling  of  honour  and  honesty  as  to  give 
away  the  property  of  the  policy-holders  for 
less  than  it  is  worth  ?  We  must  dismiss  that 
matter  from  our  minds  absolutely.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  by  taking  £13,000  and  allowing 
the  bonds  to  bo  redeemed  the  public  trust  could 
reinvest  the  amount,  probably  in  some  stock 
at  5  per  cent.  I  grant  that.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  those  gentlemen  could  invest 
that  money  at  10  or  80  per  cent. ;  but  just  in 
proportion  to  the  height  of  the  interest  would 
be  the  badness  of  the  security.  It  is  therefore 
better  for  them,  in  the  interests  of  their  clients^ 
to  keep  the  bonds  as  they  are  than  to  have 
them  redeemed  in  order  to  put  the  proceeds 
into  other  stock  at  a  higher  price.  There  is 
therefore  to  be  added  to  the  £102,000  this 
sum  of  £18,000;  so  that  interest  will  have  to 
be  paid  on  £120,000,  which  will  give  a  return 
of  not  over  IJ  per  cent.  That  is  the  amount 
the  colony  would  gain  by  taking  over  this 
railway  at  the  present  time.  Now,  how  is  it 
that  we  agreed  to  take  off  £8,000,  and  say 
£102,000  instead  of  £110,000,  the  amount 
originally  intended?  It  arises  in  this  way: 
The  railway  company  has  found  itself  un- 
able, or  has  been  unwilling,  to  collect  all  the 
arrears  of  rates,  and  it  has  allowed  those 
arrears  to  come  up  to  nearly  £16,000.  What 
do  we  do  ?  Acting  under  the  impulse  given  to 
feeling  in  this  House  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hokonui,  we  say.  It  is  a  very  great  pity 
indeed  that  those  people  should  have  to  pay 
their  arrears ;  let  us  knock  off  half  their  arrears, 
and  let  the  colony  pay  it.  The  question 
naturally  arises.  Why  should  the  colony  pay 
those  arrears  of  £8,000  ?  Why  stick  it  down  as 
cash  paid  to  this  company  ?  And,  more  than 
that,  we  not  only  give  it  to  the  company  with- 
out any  special  consideration  from  the  company^ 
but  we  positively  take  no  power  whatever  to 
collect  from  the  debtors  of  the  company  the 
rates,  in  order  to  reimburse  ourselves.  We  buy 
a  debt,  and  then  we  take  no  power  whatever 
to  recover  payment  from  the  original  debtors. 
Was  ever  a  more  profligate  proposition  made 
to  a  legislature?  Eight  thousand  pounds  of 
the  people's  money,  at  the  very  time  that  in 
every  quarter  of  the  colony  we  are  told  the 
people  are  unemployed — at  the  very  time  we 
are  told  we  oajmot  make  both  ends  meet  with 
regard  to  our  revenue  t  Here  is  a  sum  of 
£8,000,  which  might  be  put  to  a  most  profitable 
use  in  relieving  the  people  from  taxation,  to 
be  thrown  away  for  nothing  whatever,  except 
to  please  two  or   three  honourable  members 
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from  the  dihtiict  in  ^lilch  the  railway  runs. 
Well,  1  Fay  this  is  a  i-iclligato  propo^al.  And 
lirrc  I  >\ill  jiihl  Foy  a  wvid  >*itli  utmd  to  i*bat 
is  called  *•  »c  bl<\ii.k'."  llM.ourable  gentlemen 
may  8uy  tlity  ki.uw  nctliii.g  about  it.  The 
Lciioumlle  nun  lir  fcr  Kiaigitikii  says  he 
ki.o\\h  liCtliii.g  about  it.  \Vcll,  I  daic  say  that 
iH  pcifcctly  true  bu  far  as  lie  is  concerned. 
Tin.  re  ib  no  mm  m  tins  House  \Nho.'»e  honour 
i»  greater  thun  that  LtUKUi.'ible  ^(.ntkman's: 
he  it.  al'0\e  susptcicn  in  every  ^^ay.  iJut,  if 
he  will  alli  w  nie  to  huy  s(>,  he  very  frequently 
allows  his  fecHiif^h  to  o\L]ccine  hi^  jutignient. 
He  would  M  e  IcLlAip.g  if  he  hud  eyes  to  see  it. 
l'!ut  he  has  not,  ai.d  1  am  ^lad  he  has  not ;  I 
hit]  e  he  ne\(  r  will  have.  But  that  honourable 
gi  all*  11. an  eould  st  e  it  every  day  in  the  lobbies 
if  he  Lked  to  look  for  it— in  the  streets  too — 
cvci>  where.  And  here  1  enter  a  protest  against 
the  hayings  of  sonic  of  my  friends— that  these 
*'  lobbNcr.s,"  and  thv.>e  ptoi'le  in  the  strectswho 
caiinc  t  gc  t  into  the  lobby,  ha\e  a  right  to  make 
the  bcbt  bui^oin  the>  can  to  ad\aitco  the  in- 
tereslb  of  the  lailway  company.  I  say  they 
have  a  ri;;ht  to  do  that  within  the  rules  of 
honour  and  lionesty,  but  that  they  have  no 
right  beyond  tlirse  ruks— none  whatever.  And 
I  again  say  tliat  a  man  who  attempts  to 
squeeze  an  undue  ad\antage  out  of  another, 
either  by  Ihittcry  or  false  representations,  is 
doing  as  di.shonrst  a  thing  as  if  he  were  to 
put  his  hands  into  that  other  man's  pocket^} 
and  to  rob  him  of  the  money  in  those  pockets. 
I  have  no  excuse  wliatever  for  those  gentlemen, 
and  I  think  the  time  has  come  to  enter  a  pro- 
test— and  1  do  so— against  the  wholo  system  of 
button-holing  and  lobb\ing  members  to  induce 
them  to  voto  for  things  which  in  themselves 
are  nefarious.  That  is  tlic  position  I  tako  in 
regard  to  that.  I  entirely  disagree  with  my 
friends  who  have  a  single  word  of  apology  for 
these  persons.  Xow  I  come  back  to  this  £8,000. 
Whom  do  we  benefit  by  giving  the  iS.OOO  to  the 
company  ?  My  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Hokonui  says  if  we  only  knew  the  people 
whom  these  rates  bear  hanlly  upon  we  should 
s>  mpathizo  with  them.  But  rates  always  bear 
hardly  upon  people.  We  have  very  little  money 
left  to  us  in  New  Zealand  to  pay  rates  with, 
and  rates  must  always  bo  a  source  of  trouble  in 
a  district.  But,  w  ith  regard  to  these  ratepayers, 
they  must  bo  divided  nito  classes.  There  are 
those  who  have  bouglit  Government  land  not 
knowing — thougli  they  ought  to  have  known — 
that  there  was  a  liability  to  rates  on  the  land. 
Kow,  I  have  been  told — I  do  not  know  with 
what  truth,  because  I  have  no  ofiicial  informa- 
tion to  show  me  exactly  how  the  matter  stands 
— that  the  amount  of  Crown  and  school  lands 
alienated  or  leased,  and  upon  which  these  rates 
fall,  is  something  like  forty  thousand  acres.  To 
that  extent,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  on  these  lands,  we  have  a  class  of 
ratepayers  whoso  case  wo  may  pity  and  have 
some  sympathy  with.  These  I  put  on  one  side 
and  pass.  Then  there  is  another  large  class 
of  ratepayers  who  owe  very  small  amounts. 
There  are  about  two  hundred  who  range  from  £1 
to  about  3s.  4d.  each.  Of  course  it  is  nonsense 
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to  say  that  they  are  greally  appesKs  b 
rate ;  so  we  may  set  that  class  en  oKii' 
third  class  are  those  who  voted  far  then 
It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  nk :; 
imposed  without  seme  people  Totic^lxil 
those  people  who  did  so  did  it  viiktk 
open,  and  I  apprehend  that  &  giu:  q 
them  were  animated  by  this  fcil^  { 
some  day  or  other  they  would  to??*  t 
pa)  mcnt  of  the  rates.  The  fourth  ckaa 
of  certain  large  proprietors,  incliidiDg'^ 
pn^prietor.  Ihere  are  several  cf  tL£3,| 
venture  to  Fay  that  cverv  one  eitfeK'-a 
the  rate  or  took  up  land  after  the  ti 
had  been  commenced,  and  knowing  tv? 
about  it.  These  people  form  the  focrJ 
I  say  the  two  last  classes  deserve  co  rd 
from  us.  The  second  class— those  si 
from  £1  to  3s.  4d.  each— require  vcut  I 
sympathy  or  assistance.  So  the  ocItI 
who  need  any  consideration  are  the  l 
— those  who  took  up  Crown  or  scboo. 
ignorancti  of  the  fact  that  there  was  i 
bility  on  it.  They  are  the  only  p«^l«  vel 
to  consider ;  and  l  venture  to  say,  if  needf 
them  only,  we  should  have  very  li:tl« to ^ 
If  we  are  going  to  pay  rates,  let  us  giv?  | 
to  this  com}  any  to  levy  the  whole  of  tbe^ 
due  to  it — that  is,  as  much  as  it  catoa  __ 
from  the  people  ;  and  upon  our  own  IiBs,a 
our  own  way,  let  us  be  our  own  ratepftViK.tt* 
that  would  take  a  very  small  sum.  Xocas 
the  House  would  join  more  oordiallTthiili 
asi>isting  them  to  a  fair  and  limited  extent  b 
to  the  big  proprietors,  I  ask  the  House  t6t:c 
this:  Those  who  have  bought  land  bmy- 
Agricultural  Company  since  the  lstM»T,lH 
have  no  grievance  as  to  rates.  On  the  ^'^ 
]March,  1884,  there  was  a  great  indigatca 
meeting  at  Gore  in  regard  to  the  rate  ^'^ 
had  just  been  levied  by  the  railway  ctanpK': 
and  a  consequence  of  this  meeting  w*  '^ 
the  Agricultural  Company  could  no  longs*''* 
their  lands.  The  company  then  inMita  3 
the  local  papers— among  others  the  Jfa^» 
Ensign  of  the  6th  May,  18S4-this  ad^'t^- 
mcnt : — 

'*  The  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Ccnnu!' 
are  prepared  to  indemnify  ail  purcfcsseB  ^ 
land  bought  from  them  on  and  after  bsJUj 
1884,  against  claims  for  the  Waimcs  Pimb 
Railway  rates.  —  G.  P.  AusTUfO,  Maiagc 
Wantwood,  Gore." 

Therefore  all  the  purchasers  of  land  from  ta 
company  since  the  1st  May,  1884,  n^uiw  » 
sympathy  from  us,  because  they  are  not  w 
victims  of  any  fraud,  and  they  are  liable  farn 
rates.  The  first  rate  was  struck  on  the  31' 
March,  1884,  and  under  that  levy  oneratep»« 
owed  £33o  138.  4d.  Does  any  one  suppose «« 
the  owner  of  what  must  be  an  enonnoas  esW 
knew  nothing  of  his  liability  to  that  rate?  h* 
not  one  of  those  who  promoted  the  iailw*J  K 
a  system  of  speculation  in  the  district  f«  ^ 
purpose  of  gaining  largely  ?  And  I  do  not  giMi 
him  his  gains  if  they  were  got  honestly ;  rot, 
it  was  a  mere  land  speculation,  then  ve  ^ 
not  give  relief  to  a  person  of  that  kind.  Anott* 
person  owed  £132  3s.  4d.  as  his  rate  for  Uu 


1886.]  District  Railways  [HOUSE.] 


Purclmsing  Bill, 


681 


year.  He  too  must  have  owned  a  large  specu- 
lative estate,  and,  in  all  probability,  cither  voted 
for  the  railway,  or,  if  he  bought  his  land  after, 
he  mast  have  known  of  the  liability  to  rate. 
Now  I  come  to  the  great  delinquent  of  all  in 
this  matter — for  I  call  it  a  delinquent  company 
•which  comes  to  this  House  for  relief  from  just 
engagements  of  its  own.  That  company's  rate 
for  the  first  year  was  £3,003.  Out  of  a  total  of 
£4,700,  £3,000  had  to  be  paid  by  the  big  com- 
pany. This  is  the  proportion  :  For  every  £17  of 
rates  that  all  the  other  ratepayers  togeblier 
have  to  pay,  the  company  have  to  pay  £30. 
"What  is,  then,  the  interest  of  the  Agricultural 
Company  in  this  Bill  ?  It  is  this  :  Wo  relievo 
the  company  at  once  of  a  burden  of  £1,500  a 
year  for  eleven  years.  Now,  are  we  going  to 
capitalize  that,  and  ask  the  company  to  pay  us 
the  capitalized  amount?  No:  we  propose  to 
pay  this  railway  company  £8,0C0  on  behalf  of 
arrears  of  rates  now  due,  and,  in  addition,  we 
give  the  Agricultural  Company  £1,500  a  year 
for  eleven  years,  and  for  both  amounts  we  get 
absolutely  nothing  whatever — no  service  what- 
ever has  been  rendered  to  the  colony.  The 
company  has  not  promoted  settlement,  it  has 
not  promoted  in  any  way  the  welfare  of  the 
colony,  it  has  neither  brought  people  nor  capital 
to  it,  nor  has  it  increased,  as  I  shall  show,  the 
good  name  of  the  colony.  Not  at  all.  I  am 
not  going  in  any  way  to  bring  in  names  of  men 
— I  am  not  going  to  blame  men  at  all — they 
may  have  their  opinions  ;  but  I  blame  the  sys- 
tem. I  say  the  company  has  done  nothing  of 
good  for  the  colony.  We  propose  to  continue 
a  low  rate  upon  the  land ;  but,  as  I  pointed 
out  once  before,  that  is  entirely  illusory.  You 
cannot  do  it.  If  the  railway  company  cannot 
collect  its  rates  the  Government  certainly  can- 
not collect  them.  The  political  pressure  brought 
to  bear  on  the  members  from  the  district  is 
heavy  enough  now — it  would  be  ten  times 
heavier  then ;  and  the  poor  ratepayer,  who  is 
now  pitied,  but  who  is  really  the  rich  ratepayer, 
will  then  be  brought  forward  more  and  more  as 
the  victim  of  our  taxation  and  our  rates ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  in  two  years'  time  the  whole 
thing  will  be  swept  away.  And  the  conse- 
iquence  of  that  will  be  that  you  will  give  this 
Agricultural  Company  £3,000  a  year  for  eleven 
jrears,  for  which  the  colony  gets  and  has  got 
nothing  at  all.  Why  should  we  give  this  to 
the  company?  I  will  appeal  to  honourable 
gentlemen  present  as  to  the  position  of  this 
company  in  this  colony.  They  know  what  it 
has  Deen — they  know  how  useless  it  has  been 
to  promote  settlement.  And  now  I  will  ask 
a  little  attention  to  the  company  outside  the 
■colony.  I  have  more  than  once  alluded  to  the 
Times  in  connection  with  the  English  record 
of  this  company.  I  have  not  followed  the 
history  of  the  company  down  to  the  present 
time,  but  I  have  followed  its  history  during 
what  I  may  term  its  inception ;  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  con- 
sult the  Times  in  the  library — to  look  over 
every  single  number  from  the  27th  January, 
1879,  up  to  the  7th  of  February  following. 
27ow,    during   these    twelve    days    there  are 


frequent  references  in  the  Times  to  the  Agri> 
cultural  Company  that  was  then  being  formed. 
I  will  give  a  very  slight  synopsis  of  what  is  to 
be  found  there ;  and  I  trust  that  honourable 
gentlemen  will  lo6k  up  the  record  for  them- 
selves, so  that  they  may  come  to  a  conclusion 
as  to  whether  the  company  can  be  said  to  have 
been  of  any  service  to  this  colony.  In  the 
Times  of  the  29th  January  there  appears  the 
first  abridged  prospectus  of  the  company. 
There  are  various  statements  made  with  regard 
to  it — as  to  the  number  of  freehold  acres, 
number  of  leasehold  acres,  number  of  sheep, 
horses,  cattle,  and  so  forth.  The  price  set  down 
as  the  average  for  freehold  was  £6  7s.  6d. 
per  acre,  and  this  was  represented  afterwards 
as  being  very  cheap  indeed.  Looked  at  in  the 
light  of  subsequent  events  it  certainly  was  not 
very  cheap.  The  purchase-money  was  to  be 
£1,070,000.  I  need  not  go  into  how  this  money 
was  to  be  paid.  It  was  partly  in  cash  and 
partly  in  shares  to  the  vendors.  There  was 
£720,000  to  be  paid  in  cash  at  various  dates 
ranging  from  application  to  the  9th  December, 
1883,  and  there  were  vendors'  fully  paid  shares 
to  the  value  of  £350,000.  Now,  I  want  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  greatly 
struck  monetary  men  in  England,  and  was,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  extraordinary:  I  will  not 
use  the  word  *'  discreditable,"  bub  I  will  say  it 
was  most  extraordinary,  and  will  leave  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  apply  any  other  term  they 
may  choose.  In  the  money  article  of  the  Times 
of  the  28th  January  it  is  said„— 

"The  promoters  of  the  company  are  the 
agents  of  the  vendors,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to 
a  commission  of  7^  per  cent,  on  the  purchase- 
money,  out  of  which,  however,  they  undertake 
the  payment  of  certain  promotion  expenses  for 
the  company." 

That  is  to  say,  on  an  enterprise  having 
a  capital  of  £1,070,000,  the  commission 
amounted  to  no  less  than  £80,250.  That  .^80,000 
was  put  into  the  pockets  of  somebody.  We  do 
not  know  to  whom  this  money  was  paid.  The 
promoters  got  it ;  but  who  they  were  wc  do  not 
know,  nor  do  we  know  how  they  divided  it ; 
but  no  doubt  the  £40,000  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  referred  to  as  being 
equally  divided  among  the  directors  came  out 
of  that  sum.  Somebody  got  the  £80,000 ;  and 
that  was  set  down  by  the  Times  as  a  most 
extraordinary  statement,  and  one  that  ought 
to  be  answered.  But  was  there  any  answer  ? 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  In  the  Times  next  day  the 
secretary  replied,  but  he  did  not  refute  one 
single  thing  that  was  an  accusation  against  the 
company,  or  against  its  promoters,  or  agednst  its 
mode  of  management.  Ho  shirked  the  questions 
at  issue,  and  by  his  silence  acknowledged  that 
the  charges  were  true.  Then  another  question 
came  up ;  or,  rather,  there  were  two — first,  the 
value  of  the  land  being  bought  as  compared 
with  the  value  of  the  land  being  sold  in  the 
district;  and,  secondly,  the  rabbit  nuisance. 
With  regard  to  the  price  of  the  land  there  was 
considerable  correspondence.  The  secretary  re- 
ferred to  a  gentleman  in  this  House  who  had  tele- 
graphed from  Scotland  that  the  land  cost  the 
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present  owners  £4  an  aero  without  stock ;  that 
seven  years  ago  £3  was  given  for  33,000  acres  by 
one  vendor ;  and  that  £2  10s.  to  £3  lOs.  and  in 
Bomo  cases  nearly  £4  lOs.  was  given  for  many 
thousanus  of  acres.  The  secretary  completes 
the  misrepresentation  by  taking  some  incidental 
sales  as  transiu  lions  applying  to  large  ones, 
and  stating  tb:it  **  good  pasture-land  fetches  at 
auction  £3  per  acre,  and  Rood  agricultural  from 
£5  to  £12  jior  aero."  Tliat,  according  to  the 
secrctar}',  wus  a  fair  Bauiftlo  of  the  price  that 
land  was  selling  at  at  auction  in  the  district  in 
which  these  lands  that  were  being  sold  to  the 
company  were  situated,  and  for  wiiich  the  pro- 
prietors were  asking  the  moderate  price  of  only 
£G  78.  Cd.  I  appeal  to  honourable  members 
whether  it  was  true  with  regard  to  largo  blocks 
of  land  even  at  that  time  ;  and  that  was  a  time 
when,  OS  wo  know  to  our  cost,  there  was  enor- 
mous speculation.  But  in  that  very  year,  as 
wo  also  all  know,  the  finances  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  entirely  upset  owing  to  the  fact 
that  thf.y  could  not  s».ll  land  at  any  price. 
This  was  in  January,  lb79  ;  oiid  yet  it  was  pre- 
tended that  this  was  a  true  st.i.Cemont  of  the 
value  of  land  in  the  noighbouiliood  of  these 
estates— that  is,  that  the  auction-price  of  good 
pasture-land  was  £3  an  acre,  and  of  good  agri- 
cultural land  from  £5  to  £12.  Then  came  the 
question  of  the  rabbits.  It  was  said — and  I  am 
not  prej)ared  to  say  how  far  it  was  true — that 
there  were  rabbits  in  that  district,  and  that 
they  were  rapi«ily  increasing.  Tliat  wjvs  con- 
tradicted. It  w:\s  said — although,  in  evidence, 
by  the  gentkinau  who  made  iho  statement 
given  by  him  on  tho  subject  in  1S78,  it  was 
alleged  that  the  rabbit  nuisance  was  very  bad 
in  that  district  —  it  was  said  in  1879  that, 
owing  to  the  Acts  of  1H7G  and  1877,  the  rabbit- 
pest  had  been  greatly  abated.  And  here  I 
come  to  a  maUer  that  tho  lionourablc  member 
for  Auckland  East  referred  to  the  other  day ; 
and  this  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  to  which 
I  have  alluded  as  coming  from  Scotland  to  the 
Times  on  the  7th  February,  1879,  and  written 
by  one  who  is  a  mem  her  of  this  House  now. 
The  gentleman  who  writes  the  letter  says, — 

*•  In  conclusion,  permit  mo  to  state  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  .New  Zealand  has 
telegraphed  to  the  Agent-Gcucral  as  follows: 
*  Turned  first  sod  of  Waimea  Plains  Railway 
27th  January.  Line  through  magnificent  coun- 
try, waiting  settlement  by  proposed  company. 
Success  must  contribute  prosperity  colony  and 
remunerate  proprietors.'  " 

I  apprehend  that  that  was  the  telegram  to 
which  tho  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  referred  the  other  day,  and  in  regard 
to  which  we  had  some  confused  statements. 
Then,  there  is  a  furth»:r  statement  that  this 
land  was  within  four  miles  from  a  railway.  I 
presume  that  was  from  tho  proposed  railway. 
To  sum  up,  I  would  say  this  :  that  the  colony 
has  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  derived 
any  benefit  from  tho  operations  of  those  per- 
sons— I  speak  of  them  in  the  bulk — who  would 
be  relieved  by  this  Bill ;  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  have  done  the  colony  no  good  in  the 
colony,  while  they  have  treated  it  very  badly 
Colonel  TrimhU 


extemallv.  I  am  not  going  to  lefei  to  t^ 
various  cnanges  which  the  company  has  oa^. 
gone  since  its  origin,  noi  shall  I  refer  to  i» 
oommission  of  inquiry  sent  oyer  from  Aos&kii 
to  this  colony  two  years  ago,  at  which  most  a- 
traordinary  revelations  were  made.  I  used  sot 
refer  with  any  particularity  to  the  intsvkv 
between  gentlemen  belonging  to  this  ciksj 
and  to  a  neighbouring  colony,  owing  to  which  & 
considerable  number  of  shares  were  ezdus^ 
or  given  over.  All  these  things  may  hsTe  ^ 
or  may  not  have  been  exaggerated ;  bat  I  s^ 
that  we  are  imder  no  obligation  to  these  paepie 
to  relieve  them  from  any  legal  liability  this 
they  may  be  under.  And,  with  rc^ird  to  the 
railway  company,  we  are  under  no  obii|a&a 
to  give  them  more  than  the  fair  value  forths 
line.  Compassion  can  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it ;  it  is  purely  a  mercantile  tzaosacSfca; 
and,  if  wo  go  into  questions  about ''  poof  peo^ 
who  have  lost  *'  this  or  that,  we  go  into  qses- 
tions  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with.  1  vtf 
told  yesterday  that  the  shareholders  had  kit 
£2  per  share.  That  may  or  may  not  be.  Is 
seems  quite  certain  that  they  would  not  seUto 
us  until  arrangements  were  completed  betv^eo 
tho  managers  of  the  two  companies.  We  wen 
simply  the  pawns  they  were  moving  on  the 
board,  instead  of  being  masters  of  the  fitaa^a. 
Then  I  say  that  the  teoX  price  to  us  under  the 
resolution  which  I  proposed  to  the  Committst 
the  other  night  is  £102,000  plus  £18,000-th«t 
is,  £120,000.  I  say  that  the  transaction,  as  s 
business  transaction,  is  bad.  With  r^aid  to 
the  mode  of  bringing  this  motion  on,  I  Uiiai 
wo  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the  adioa  d 
the  Ministry.  We  have  fought  over  these  roo- 
lutions  and  amendments,  and  I  suggested  s 
difficulty  in  clause  4  with  regard  to  the  de- 
benture bonds.  Ministers  have  acknowkdged 
that  I  was  right,  and  have  brought  im. 
clauses  to  meet  that  difficulty.  I  thank  them 
for  it.  But  was  there  ever  one  word  alwit 
reinstating  the  £35,000  ?  There  was  not  cce 
word  about  that  from  beginning  to  end.  Ko 
fewer  than  four  Order  Papers  have  been  issued 
with  the  amendments  which  were  to  be  biwight 
on  in  Committee  on  the  various  clauses;  but 
there  was  not  one  word  about  a  change  is 
the  money-consideration.  The  money-claiBei 
are  the  clauses  that  are  of  interest  to  us,  asd 
not  the  mere  verbal  amendments;  and  jet  the 
one  thing  above  all  others  that  most  concerns 
us  they  were  absolutely  silent  upon.  I  have 
given  my  opinions  upon  this  matter  by  way 
of  protest  against  the  action  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing. I  say,  if  this  kind  of  thing  is  to  goon, 
the  sooner  we  shut  up  the  better— the  sooaff 
we  stop  all  public  worli^  the  better.  Our  crdii 
will  be  injured.  And  here  I  may  say  that  (^ 
credit  will  never  be  injured  abroad  by  hart 
talk.  It  will  be  injured  by  bad  actions.  It 
will  only  be  injured  by  our  doing  what  is  unfair 
and  unjust  to  our  fellow-citizens.  It  is  by  oar 
conduct  in  this  House  that  we  shall  be  jndged. 
If  we  act  honourably  and  fairly,  and  with  a 
single  eye  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  l^^ 
no  fear  for  our  credit  abroad.  It  is  not  dis- 
cussions going  on  in  the  Old  Country  tb*^^^ 
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irouc^it  our  funds  down  to  98 — the  lowest  of 
hll  tlie  funds  of  the  Australian  Colonies.  It  is 
>ecause  -we  are  going  into  all  kinds  of  specula- 
dozis — speculations  for  the  benefit  of  private 
speculators,  and  not  for  the  public  good.  These 
jhre  the  things  that  are  bringing  New  Zealand 
into  discredit.  It  is,  first,  the  loss  of  our  credit, 
»nd  tlxen  the  loss  to  our  purse. 

Mr.  r>ABGAVlLLE.— It  appears  to  me  that 
the   only  question  upon  which  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  dwelt  so  fully 
and  eloquently  resolves  itself  into  this :  whether 
a  sum  of  £27,000  in  cash  shall  be  paid  to  this 
company  or  a  sum  of  £85,000.    It  appears  to 
me  uiat  the  Minister  is  insisting  on  the  larger 
sum,  or,  if  I  understand  him  more  correctly, 
\^  i^ill  accede  to  £33,000  in  cash — at  least,  so 
be  stated.    With  a  view  to  some  practical  re- 
sult being  arrived  at,  and  with  a  view  to  this 
debate  ending,  I  would  ask  him  if  this  com- 
TOomise  would  meet  the  case :  that  a  sum  of 
£31,000  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  £27,000  in  the 
Bill.     If  the  House  insists  on  £27,000  only  being 
paid  the  Bill  will  be  dropped ;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that,  because  it  will  be  useless.    If,  how- 
ever, the  Minister  insists  on  the  larger  amount 
the  House,  probably,  will  refuse  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill.    I  therefore  ask  the  Minis- 
ter, 'with  the  view  to  soine  practical  result  being 
arrived  at,  if,  in  Committee,  he  will  agree  to  the 
sum  of  £31,000  being  inserted,  and  if,  in  that 
ease,  he  will  be  conteiited  to  go  on  and  pass 
the  Bill  under  the  arrangement,  or  drop  the 
Bill   altogether.      I   think  it  will  get  rid  of 
this  matter,  one  way  or  the  other,  if  we  get 
■cine  information  as  to  the  attitude  he  will 
take   in  that  way.     I  ask  the  Minister  that 
question. 

Mr.  E.  BICHARDSON.— Before  I  can 
answer  that  question  I  think  the  honourable 
member  ought  to  say  whether  he  couples  with 
it  any  proposal  'as  to  rates.  If  he  proposes  to 
give  the  company  power  to  collect  the  full 
rates  one  of  the  prmcipal  reasons  for  buying 
this  line  would  cease  to  exist,  and  the  rate- 
payers would  get  no  advantage. 

Mr.  LAKE. — I  do  not  propose  to  delay  the 
House  long,  after  the  exhaustive  manner  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  has 
exposed  the  whole  system,  if  I  may  so  call  it, 
of  effrontery  with  which  this  measure  has  been 
bcought  into  the  House.  Strongly  as  he  puts  the 
case,  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  he  has 
not  half  told  the  case.    The  whole  of  this  pro- 
posed cost  has  been  based  on  an  imaginary 
estimate.    I  asked  the  Minister  the  other  day 
what  proportion  the  existing  rates  now  charged 
on  that  line    bore   to   those  charged  on  the 
Qovemment  lines,  and   he  told    me  that  it 
amounted  to  25  per  cent,  increase  on  the  exist- 
mg  rates.    That  at  once  reduces  the  returns, 
M  has  been  shown  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Taranaki,  practically  to  half  the  estimated 
UDount. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Why  ? 
Mr.  LAKE. — Because  the  rates  are  at  pre- 
MQt  placed  too  high.     The  amount  named 
M  returns  from  this  railway  by  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Hokonui  was  £2,000.    The 


actual  results,  on  the  average  of  three  years,, 
would  be  considerably  under  £1,000 ;  and  that 
is  worked  out  at  a  rate  of  25  per  cent,  above 
the  present  tariff.  We  have  also  evidence 
before  us  that  a  large  number  of  the  sleepers 
will  require  renewing  shortly ;  and  the  Minister 
in  his  agreement  completely  abandoned  all 
claim  to  fencing  the  line,  which  was  a  part  of 
the  original  proposal,  and  which  would  most 
certainly  increase  the  cost  very  largely.  I  could 
not  help  noticing  one  word  which  was  said  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  West.    I 

E resume  he  thought,  speaking  as  he  did,  that 
e  must  have  been  raising  an  issue  favourable 
to  the  Government  when  he  said  that  the  only 
thing  at  stake  in  this  question  was  whether  we 
should  pay  £27,000  or  £35,000.  I  think  there 
is  something  very  much  higher  at  stake.  It  is 
not  only  a  question  of  money ;  it  is  a  question 
affecting  the  honour  of  the  Government  and  of 
this  House,  and  more  particularly  that  of  one- 
or  two  gentlemen  in  tms  House ;  and  to  a  very 
large  extent  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
must  share  in  any  blame  which  may  attach  to 
the  character  of  any  person  in  connection  with 
this  transaction.  We  had  last  night  a  repe- 
tition of  that  shameful  conduct  which  we  saw 
last  session,  when  one  night — almost  in  the- 
small  hours  of  the  morning — exactly  a  similar 
thing  was  done  to  what  is  now  attempted.  One 
would  have  thought,  from  the  exposure  we  have 
had  this  session  as  a  sequel  to  that  matter, 
that  honourable  members  would  be  almost 
ashamed  to  have  their  names  figuring  all 
over  a  document  such  as  we  have  here.  Here 
we  see  one  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  eager 
advocacy  of  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
assuming  the  position  of  middleman  be- 
tween a  company  and  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  I  say  these  things  do  not  reflect  credit 
on  this  House.  As  has  been  stated,  Order 
Paper  after  Order  Paper  has  been  issued  con- 
taining, practically,  the  suggestions  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki ;  and  even 
this  morning  we  had  a  fresh  Order  Paper ;  but 
there  has  not  been  a  single  notice  or  a  word 
as  to  the  intention  to  recommit  this  Bill  for 
this  purpose.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
says  that  half  the  House  knew  of  it.  No  doubt 
his  friends  and  supporters  knew  of  it ;  but  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  knew  nothing  of  it, 
and  we  were  bound  to  take  the  Order  Papers  of 
the  Government  as  some  proof  of  what  they 
were  going  to  bring  before  this  House.  I  hope 
that  no  compromise  will  be  made  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  hope  we  shall  go  to  a  vote,  and  if  we  are 
beaten  I  hope  this  whole  transaction  will  go 
before  the  country  in  its  true  light.  The  Wai- 
mate  Railway  and  the  Waimea  Railway  will 
be  linked  together  in  a  page  of  shame  in  the 
history  of  the  colony,  and  it  will  take  th» 
honourable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  years 
to  get  over  their  connection  with  it. 

Mr.  COWAN. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  presume  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  me  as  the  member  who  had 
acted  as  a  middleman  between  the  company 
and  the  Government  in  this  matter,  and  as 
being  linked  in  shame  with  the  Waimate  Rail- 
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decUion  arrived  at,  thcro  is  no  argoment  in 
favour  of  recommitting  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbku.— There  was  a  thin  House. 

Mr.  WAKEFIKLI).— The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  there  wus  a  thin  House.  II  that  were 
an  arKumc'Ut,  then  we  miglit  recommit  every 
Bill  before  the  Huuso.  Onl>  the  other  night  we 
hod  an  instance  of  where  a  dicision  of  the 
House  was  revcrsi'd  in  fivo  nuiiUtos.  Talk 
about  a  *'  snatch-vote  "  1  tin  re  never  was  a  Bill 
brou^'ht  forwiinl  yet  hut  the  same  might  be 
said  of  it  —  that  it  was  carrii-d  by  a  snatch- 
vote  ;  and  an  honourable  member  might  appeal 
to  the  liouso  for  a  roconnnittal  in  order  that 
another  decision  miglit  ho  arrived  at.  There  is 
no  distinction  whatever  bet\Neen  the  decision 
arrived  at  in  this  inutt-r  arid  the  deci.'^ion 
arrived  at  in  any  other  matter  tliat  ever  came 
before  Parhaiuent.  \Vh;it  did  we  find  last 
niglit?  In  a  much  thinner  House  the  honour- 
able gentleman  tried  to  snatch  another  deci- 
sion on  tliis  very  question— one  in  the  opi)osite 
direction  from  that  arrived  at  before.  Let  us 
dismiss  that  fn-ai  our  eonsiileration  ai together. 
I  say  it  has  alwavh  been  open  to  the  House  to 
review  its  dtei>ions  until  a  IJill  htus  passi-d  its 
final  stape.  and  the  House  is  always  willing  to 
boeaiislitd  by  ar-rnment  that  the  recommittal 
of  a  Bill  is  dtsiralle.  If  there  was  a  thin 
House  ^^h^•n  this  vote  was  taken,  why  did  the 
Government  p)  on  with  the  Bill  ?  Why  did 
they  not  wait  till  tiiere  was  a  fuller  House? 
They  t<H>k  the  deei>iim  of  the  House  as  it 
was,  and  that  decision  ou:'ht  to  be  final.  I 
am  sure  the  Hous(;  will  not  be  at  all  convinced 
by  such  an  aj-;,unHnt,  and  1  am  sure  the 
Minist(  r  is  not  convine(ul  himself.  The  Minis- 
ter sniilcH  with  that  placid  and,  I  might  say, 
that  beautiful  smile  thut  so  biconies  him;  but 
I  can  see  by  that  that  he  is  not  sincere.  Then, 
he  nses  another  point,  in  which  ho  is  very 
strong,  and  in  v.hieli  I  believe  he  is  sincere. 
He  says  tluvt  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Government  should  acquire  this  line.  That 
is  a  misuse  of  terms.  "  Absolutely  necessary." 
What  do  these  words  mean  ?  They  mean  that 
the  government  of  the  colony  could  not  be 
carried  on  unless  the  Government  do  acquire 
this  line.  They  mean  that  the  railway  sys- 
tem of  the  colony  must  come  to  a  standstill 
unless  the  Governm*  nt  acquire  this  private 
railway.  The  term  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  have  used  was  that  it  was  rather  de- 
sirable ;  and  that  is  the  greatest  extent  to 
"which  ho  ought  to  have  g<'ne.  Any  one  who 
has  read  the  evidence  that  was  taken  before 
this  Select  Committee  on  this  railway  must 
admit  that  it  is  ue.-,iiable  tliat  the  Go\ernmcnt 
should  acquire  the  line,  if  they  can  acquire 
it  on  favourable  term.^.  But  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  of  the  engineers  who  were  examined 
amounts  to  no  more  than  an  opinion  that  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  working  of  tlie  rail- 
way system  if  the  Governnunt  had  this  line. 
As  for  tliis  absolute  necessity,  such  a  thin*^  is 
never  hinted  at  in  this  evi<lence.  Mr.  Maxwell, 
in  his  evidence,  and  all  the  engineers  and  offi- 
cials of  tlio  dcpaitment  wlio  were  examined, 
only  say  that  if  they  had  this  hue  they  could 
Mr.  Wahcjicld 


work  tho  Government  railways  somewhat 
cheaply  than  they  conid  otherwise  do  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.-We  shall  buy  itnai 
year  on  our  own  terms. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  coming  to  ^ 
The  Minister  tells  us  that  it  b  ab»ha^ 
necessary  that  the  Government  shooM  bif 
this  line.  I  say  it  is  not  al).-olat£lv  ceceBur; 
and,  if  the  Government  do  not  bur  it  tu 
year  or  next  year,  or  for  many  yeantfer- 
wards,  we  shall  still  be  able  to  work  obi  nil- 
way  system  with  fair  success.  anJ  the  difeeatt 
will  not  be  noticeable  in  any  appreciabli  r- 
spect.  If  the  Minister  a&ks  us  wbetbtfii 
think  it  is  desirable  that  wc  should  hive  tk 
line,  then  I  say,  "  Yes ;  it  is  highly  desinii«te 
have  it  if  you  can  get  it  on  reasonable  tam" 
The  House  has  authorized  the  Govemmffl:  B 
buy  tho  line  on  the  terms  indicate!  by  tlis: 
own  engineers  before  the  Commitcee ;  aad  i 
Bay  we  are  bound  to  take  that  endeace  k 
an  authoritative  indication  of  what  the  «1» 
of  the  line  is.  The  honourable  member  k 
Wakatipu  urges  that  we  should  nor  gtiekfors 
few  thousand  pounds.  Now,  there,  I  thini^i^f 
is  quite  wrong.  In  a  question  of  this  kin^'- 
ought,  undoubtedly,  to  get  the  line  for  ^ 
lowest  sum  it  is  to  be  got  for.  I  have  not  tfe- 
slightest  doubt,  in  my  own  mind,  tbat  liw 
leave  tho  Bill  as  it  stands,— amended,  bf  tfi^ 
whole  Committee  of  this  Ho'i^-e,  inacco^ 
with  the  evidence  of  the  enpuies-rs  aBdoffici&l^ 
of  the  denartment  before  tho  !^elecli  Commii- 
tee,— we  shall  get  the  railway  atthatpno-  i 
have  not  the  least  doubt  of  it.  I  belierae^ 
member  of  this  House,  incluaing  the  hoMO- 
able  member  for  Hokonui  oJid  tlie  honoonte 
member  for  Wakatipu,  is  of  opinion  that  il  ^j' 
pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands  the  Government  ^^ 
get  the  railway  at  the  price  fixed '^^\^^ 
it  stands  at  the  present  niorncnc.  The  Do- 
able gentleman  shakes  his  htad;  ^"-'^*^ 
as  well  as  I  do  that  the  company  are  not  ^ 
to  stand  out.  If  any  one  has  to  ^^^^^^".^^j'JI 
Rand  or  two,  let  it  be  the  company  ana  d<^» 
Government.  The  Minist-jr  gives  ^^ Jj/nil- 
stand  that  the  company  will  not  ^"!^^,» 
way  for  the  price  fixed  in  the  Bill-  ^^  1^ 
Yes,  that  is  so.  Now,  the  rat<?I^>''^^ 
and  will  not  pay  their  rates.  ^Vhafc  ff  , 
will  the  company  bo  in  then?  They&rt^J^ 
to  sell  to  the  Government  on  the  terns »» 
this  Bill.  They  cannot  help  themseiv^'  \^ 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  ^^'' *  T-,3jt 
payers  will  pay  the  rates.  For  my  P*";  ^.^jjii 
j^ay  that  I  am  not  in  perfect  sy®P*?W. 
those  persons  who  purchased  the  \^^  ^ 
ing  what  they  did.  Did  the  ixioplc  kno« 
rates  they  were  going  to  pay  ? 

An  Hon.  Memulr. — No.  ,  pj.™. 

IVlr.  WAKEFIKLD.— Tlie  Agricultjir^  Jj^.^, 
panv  sold  them  the  land  without  teW 
the  liabilities  that  they  v.ore  going  » 
by  the  purchase?     Is  that  the  c;u^?    ,  j.^.p 

"Mr.  FERGUS.-Tho  Government  s^'^ *" 
the  land.  .  .  ^i^ 

Mr.   WAKEFIELD.  — Without  le^^J^',. 
purchasers  know  what  liabilities  they^'^ 
curring  ? 
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Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Then  that  ou{;ht  to  be 
wrought  out,  becaufie,  if  that  is  so,  it  is  a  fraud 
in  the  part  of  the  Government ;  and,  if  any 
ompany  did  the  same  thing,  that  would  be  a 
taua  on  ihe  part  of  the  company.  Does  the 
lonourable  gentleman  accuse  the  Government 
XT  a  private  company  of  fraud  ? 
Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes;  decidedly. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— We  are  getting  a  new 
light  on  this  matter  every  moment.  We  are 
^tting  along  splendidly.    We  are  told  that  the 

company  and  the  Government 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No  ;  I  did  not  say  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.   WAKEFIELD.— The    company,   then, 
eome  out  in  a  bright  and  shining  light ;  but  the 
unfortunate  Government — "Nunkey  pays  for 
all " — they  have  been  selling  the  land  in  this 
district  without  letting  the  people  know  what 
liabilities  they  were  incurring.     It  is  a  very 
grave  accusation  to  bring  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  Kew  Zealand,  that  they  have  sold  land 
liable  to  railway  rates  without  letting  the  pur- 
chasers know  that   the  rates  were    paycible. 
Well,  I,  for  one,  decline  to  believe  it ;   and  I 
lay  that  the  land-laws  of  the  colony  and  the 
nulway-laws  of  the  colony  are  public  to  all 
and  are  known  to  all. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  say  they  are,  by  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  all  other  publications. 
But  the  Agricultural  Company  sold  the  land  in 
London  on  their  strength  of  their  prospectus, 
and,  if  they  did  not  tell  the  agents  of  these  lia- 
bilities they  deceived  the  purchasers,  and  ob- 
tained prices  that  they  would  not  otherwise 
have  obtained.    It  is  a  most  clumsy  argument 
to  say  that  the  Government  sold  the  land  in 
the  district  liable  to  rates  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  buyers.    The  whole  truth  of  it  is 
this :  that  the  Agricultural  Company  have  sold 
land  in  that  district — I  do  not  say  they  sold  it 
without  letting  the  ratepayers  know:  that  is 
not  my  affair — and  the  ratepayers  objected  to 
pa^  the  rates;  and  that  is  the  real  cause  of 
this  Bill  and  of  the  whole  agitation  concerning 
the  railway.    There  is  the  whole  secret.    Now, 
I  say  this  is  not  fair  to  this  Parliament,  and 
we  are  not  at  all  bound  in  honour  or  in  any 
wspect  whatever  to  relieve  the  company  from 
the  difficulty  they  are  in,  or  to  relieve  the  rate- 
payers of  the  difficulties  they  are  in,  simply 
Because  the  land  has  not  been  of  the  value  it 
was  expected    to    turn  out.     To  finish  that 
point,  I  may  say  that  the  argument  that  the 
ratepayers  cannot  and  will  not  pay  the  rate  is 
the  strongest  argument  why  we  should  not  re- 
commit this  Bill ;  for,  if  we  decide  to  pass  the 
Bill  as  it  stands,  the  compajiy  is  bound  to  sell 
the  railway  on  the  terms   mentioned  in  this 
Bill.    If  the  honourable  gentleman  asks  me 
whether  I  consider  it  desirable  that  the  district 
xailways  should   be  bought,  I  say,  Most  cer- 
tainly I  think  they   ought.    I  voted  for  the 
Bistrict  Bailways  Bill  last  year  because  I  be- 
lieved the  railways  could  be  got  on  reasonable 
tonus.   I  shall  vote  for  this  Bill  on  that  ground, 


as  it  now  stands,  because  I  can  see  that,  ro  long 
as  we  have  these  private  railways  in  the  coluny, 
not  co-operatiug  with  but  working  in  anta- 
gonism to  the  Government  railways,  we  shall 
always  have  trouble,  and  we  shall  always  have 
the  political  influence  brought  to  bear  in  this 
House  that  is  being  brought  to  bear  to-night 
from  ratepayers — that  is  to  say,  shareholders  in 
these  district  railway  companies.    By  all  means 
let  us  get  rid  of  this  public  nuisance  of  district 
railways,  but  let  us  get  rid  of  it  on  the  lowest 
possible  terms  we  can,  lot  us  buy  them  out  as 
cheaply  as  we  can :  and  I  say  this  House  has 
got  into  a  position  in  which  it  can  buy  the 
railway  on  very  fair  terms,  not  unreasonably 
low,  but  at  its  real  value.     Let  the  House 
stick  to  that,  and  by  no  means  be  pushed  into 
a  corner  either  by  the  cry  of  the  ratepayers  or 
by  the  cry  of  the  companies,  but  let  us  do  our 
duty  like  men  and  authorize  the  Government 
to  pay  for  this  railway   what  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price,  and  no  more.    I  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  that 
this  is  a  necessary  railway,  and  that  it  should 
have  been  made  by  the  Government  in  the  first 
instance.     There  *is  no  doubt  about  that.     It 
is  one  of  the  connecting-links  of  the  great  rail- 
way system  of  the  Middle  Island,  and  it  ought 
to  have  been  made  by  the  Government ;  but  the 
fact  is  that  the  company  jumped  their  claim  : 
so  eager  were  they  to  get  a  great  bargain  that 
they  hastened  to  make  this  railway.    If  any 
one  will  look  back  for  ten  years  he  will  see 
how  the  grea,t  estate-holders  hurried  together 
and  threw  their  estates  into  one  pot,  thinking 
to  make  their  fortunes ;  but  wool  went  down, 
grain  went  down,  produce  of  all  kinds  went 
down,  and  the  whole  situation  changed :  and 
now  they  want  the  Government  to  relieve  them 
of  their  responsibilities.    There  is  the  whole 
story.    Let  us  not  disguise  the  facts,  or  pretend 
that  the  people  there  were  in  any  way  philan- 
thropic, or  that  in  relieving  them  we  are  doing 
a  puolic  good.    They  have  taken  the  responsi- 
bilities, let  them  bear  them ;  and,  if  a  concession 
as  to  price  has  to  be  made,  let  the  company 
make  it  and  not  the  Government,  and  let  the 
Government  take  the  line  at  its  real  valr.o  ;  let 
them  take  the  valuation  of  their  own  officials 
and  engineers,  cmd  stick  to  that.    I  do  not  want 
to  throw  stones  at  anybody.    The  honourable 
member  for  Hokonui,  I  am  convinced,  in  all 
that  he  has  done  has  been  simply  actuated  by 
a  desire  to  do  what  was  for  the  good  of  his  con- 
stituents ;  but  there  is  the  mischief  of  the  whole 
system,  that  an  honourable  member  comes  to 
this  House  and  has  to  plead  a  bad  case  honestly 
and  faithfully  for  the  sake  of  his  constituents, 
and  for  the  reason  that  his  constituents  have 
been  placed  in  this  position  by  bad  laws  made 
by  this  House,  and  by  the  unfortunate  way  in 
which  those  laws  have  been  taken  advantage  of 
by  a  number  of  private  speculators.    I  say  it  is 
a  speculation,  they  have  gone  into  it  as  one,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman   represents  people 
largely  consisting  of  speculators. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
Mr.  WAKEFIKLD.— There  is  no  often ?e  in 
that.    The  honourable  member  cannot  help  sec- 
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decision  arrived  at,  there  U  no  argument  in 
favour  of  recommitting  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Mr.MbKU. — There  was  a  thin  House. 

Mr.  WAKEBUKLI).— The  hoiiourablo  mem- 
ber says  there  was  a  thin  House.  II  that  were 
an  argument,  then  wo  might  recommit  every 
Bill  before  the  Huuso.  Only  the  otiicr  night  we 
had  an  instance  of  where  a  decision  of  the 
House  was  reversi'd  in  five  minutes.  Talk 
about  a  "  snatch- vote  "  !  there  never  was  a  Bill 
brought  forward  yet  hut  tlio  same  might  be 
said  of  it  —  that  it  wa.s  carried  by  a  snatch- 
vote  ;  and  an  honourable  mcinber  might  appeal 
to  the  Hou.se  for  a  rocoinniiital  in  order  that 
another  decision  miglit  be  arrived  at.  There  is 
no  distinction  whatever  between  the  decision 
arrived  at  in  this  iimtter  aTul  the  decision 
arrived  at  in  any  other  matter  that  ever  came 
before  Parliiuntnt.  What  did  we  find  last 
niglit?  In  a  much  tliinner  House  the  honour- 
able pcntlenian  tried  to  snatch  another  deci- 
Bion  on  this  very  question — one  in  tl'C  o])i>osite 
direction  from  that  arrived  at  l)i'fore.  Let  us 
dismi.ss  that  froiu  cur  con.sideration  altogether. 
I  say  it  has  al\vav^  bLcn  c»pon  to  the  House  to 
review  it.^.  dLci>i<.»i;s  until  a  Ihll  luts  pas.-iod  its 
final  sto^c,  and  tla*  House  is  always  willing  to 
be  FatiHh«  d  by  ar^wment  tf:at  the  recommittal 
of  a  Bill  is  d*  sirahle.  If  tlierc  w:us  a  thin 
House  when  this  vote  was  taken,  why  did  tlie 
Government  j,o  on  with  the  Bill  ?  Why  did 
they  not  wait  till  tiicre  was  a  fuller  House? 
They  to(»k  the  dcci-iun  of  the  House  as  it 
was,  and  that  decisi<'n  oui:ht  to  be  final.  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  not  be  at  all  convinced 
by  sncli  an  ari^JiuK  nt,  and  I  am  sure  the 
Minist(  r  is  not  convinced  himself.  The  Minis- 
ter smiles  with  that  placid  and,  I  m'ght  say, 
that  beautiful  smile  tlu^t  so  becomes  him  ;  but 
I  can  see  by  that  that  he  is  not  sincere.  Then, 
he  uses  another  point,  in  which  ho  is  very 
strong,  and  in  which  I  believe  ho  is  sincere. 
He  says  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Government  should  acquire  this  line.  That 
is  a  misuse  of  terms.  *'  Ai;>olutely  neces.sary." 
What  do  these  words  mean  ?  They  mean  that 
the  government  of  the  colony  could  not  be 
carried  on  unless  the  (iovernment  do  acquire 
this  line.  They  mean  that  the  railway  sys- 
tem of  the  colony  must  come  to  a  standstill 
unless  the  Governrnrnt  acquire  this  private 
railway.  The  term  the  hv)noural)le  gentleman 
should  have  used  Nsas  that  it  was  rather  de- 
sirable ;  and  that  is  the  greatest  extent  to 
which  he  ought  to  have  pone.  Any  one  who 
has  read  the  evidence  that  was  taken  before 
this  Select  Connnittee  on  this  railway  must 
admit  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Government 
should  ac(iuiro  the  line,  if  ti'cy  can  acquire 
it  on  favourable  terms.  But  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  of  the  engineers  who  were  examined 
amounts  to  no  more  than  an  opinion  that  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  sn (irking  of  the  rail- 
way system  if  the  CJovernnunt  had  this  line. 
As  for  this  absolute  nece.^.sity,  such  a  thin^^  is 
never  hinted  at  in  this  evidence.  Mr.  Maxwell, 
in  his  evidence,  and  all  the  engineers  and  offi- 
cials of  the  dcpaitment  wlio  were  examined, 
only  say  that  if  they  had  this  line  they  could 
Mr.  Wahc field 


work  the  Government  railways  somewlosisaE 
cheaply  than  they  could  otherwise  do  it 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  shall  bujitoot 
year  on  our  own  terms. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  coining  ta  Uat 
The  Minister  tells  us  that  it  is  abaohteij 
necessary  that  the  Government  should  hsj 
this  line.  I  say  it  is  not  al>-:olately  necessur; 
and,  if  the  Government  do  not  bnj  it  tj^ 
year  or  next  year,  or  for  many  yean  afta- 
wards,  we  shall  still  be  able  to  work  oor  nil- 
way  system  with  fair  success,  and  the  dilleieaK 
will  not  be  noticeable  in  any  apprecisbk  »• 
spect.  If  the  Minister  asks  us  whether  m 
think  it  is  desirable  that  we  shoald  h&Te  tb 
line,  then  I  say,  "  Yes ;  it  is  highly  desirable  m 
have  it  if  you'can  get  it  on  rcasonaule  tens." 
The  House  has  authorized  the  Government  to 
buy  the  line  on  the  terms  indicated  by  tbcr 
own  engineers  before  the  CommitUKS ;  and  1 
say  we  are  bound  to  take  that  evidence  u 
an  authoritative  indication  of  what  the  xdks 
of  the  line  is.  The  honourable  member  fer 
Wakatipu  urges  that  we  should  no:  stick  to» 
few  thousand  pounds.  Now,  there,  1  think,  1« 
is  quite  wrong.  In  a  question  of  this  kind  m 
ought,  undoubtedly,  to  get  the  line  for  tbe 
lowest  sum  it  is  to  be  got  for.  I  have  nos  tb? 
slightest  doubt,  in  my  own  mind,  that  if«8 
leave  tho  Bill  as  it  stands, — amendu'd,  by  tlie 
whole  Committee  of  this  House,  in  accordaacs 
with  the  evidence  of  the  eng-ne^rs  and  official* 
of  the  department  before  the  Select  Cominii- 
tee, — ^we  shall  get  the  railway  at  that  price.  I 
have  not  tho  least  doubt  of  it.  I  belitTeeTsn- 
member  of  this  House,  including  the  boaoDi- 
able  member  for  Hokonui  and  the  honoonWe 
member  for  Wakatipu,  is  of  opinion  that  if « 
pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands  the  GovenimcnE«i' 
get  the  railway  at  the  price  fixed  in  the  Billfis 
it  stands  at  tho  present  moment.  Thehoncnr- 
able  gentleman  shakes  his  head ;  but  hekafl« 
as  well  as  I  do  that  the  company  are  not^ 
to  stand  out.  If  any  one  has  to  concede  a  tjiso- 
sand  or  two,  let  it  bo  the  company  anduotU 
Government.  The  Minister  givesme to iffiflfT- 
stand  that  the  company  will  not  selUhcrail; 
way  for  the  price  fixed  in  the  Bill,  h  that  so- 
Yes,  that  is  so.  Now,  the  ratepayers  caaaot 
and  will  not  pay  their  rat<?s.  What  P^^ 
will  the  company  be  in  then  ?  They  are  booifi 
to  sell  to  the  Government  on  the  terms fixedm 
this  Bill.  They  cannot  help  themselves.  w« 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  i»^ 
payers  will  pay  the  rates.  For  my  part.lmtjj 
say  that  I  am  not  in  perfect  sympathy  w'-t^ 
those  persons  wlio  purchased  the  land  bod- 
ing what  they  did.  Did  the  people  knov^B*^ 
rates  they  were  going  to  pay  ? 

An  Hon.  Memukr. — No. " 

Ur,  WAKEFIELD.— The  Agricultuial  Cos-- 
I>anv  sold  them  tho  land  without  telling  ^"^^^ 
the  liabilities  that  they  were  going  ^  mc-i* 
bv  the  purchase?     Is  that  the  case? 

"Mr.  FEKGUS.-Tho  Government  sold  them 
the  land. 

llT.  WAKEFIELD.  — Without  letting  •»« 
purchasers  know  what  liabilities  theywero'J^' 
cur  ring  ? 
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Mr.  FERGUS.-^Yes. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Then  that  ought  to  be 
wrought  out,  because,  if  that  is  so,  it  is  a  fraud 
sn  the  part  of  the  Govemment ;  and,  if  any 
Bompany  did  the  same  thing,  that  would  be  a 
Eraiid  on  the  part  of  the  company.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  accuse  the' Govemment 
uc  a  private  company  of  fraud  ? 
Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes;  decidedly. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— We  are  getting  a  new 
light  on  this  matter  every  moment.  We  are 
getting  along  splendidly.    We  are  told  that  the 

company  and  the  Govemment 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No  ;  I  did  not  say  the  com- 
pany- 
Mr.    WAKEFIELD.— The    company,   then, 
«ome  out  in  a  bright  and  shining  light ;  but  the 
unfortunate  Govemment — "  Nunkey  pays  for 
all  '* — they  have  been  selling  the  land  in  this 
district  without  letting  the  people  know  what 
liabilities  the^  were  incurring.     It  is  a  very 
grave  accusation  to  bring  against  the  Govem- 
ment of  New  Zealajid,  that  they  have  sold  land 
liable  to  railway  rates  without  letting  the  pur- 
chasers know  that   the  rates  were    payable. 
Well,  I,  for  one,  decline  to  believe  it ;   and  I 
«ay  that  the  land-laws  of  the  colony  and  the 
lailway-laws  of  the  colony  are  public  to  all 
and  are  known  to  all. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.- 1  say  they  are,  by  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  all  other  publications. 
But  the  Agricultural  Company  sold  the  land  in 
Liondon  on  their  strength  of  their  prospectus, 
and,  if  they  did  not  tell  the  agents  of  these  lia- 
bilities they  deceived  the  purchasers,  and  ob- 
tained prices  that  they  would  not  otherwise 
have  obtained.    It  is  a  most  clumsy  argument 
to  say  that  the  Gk>vemment  sold  the  land  in 
the  district  liable  to  rates  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  buyers.    The  whole  truth  of  it  is 
this :  that  the  Agricultural  Company  have  sold 
land  in  that  district — I  do  not  say  they  sold  it 
without  letting  the  ratepayers  know :  that  is 
not  my  afiair — and  the  ratepayers  objected  to 
pay  the  rates;  and  that  is  the  real  cause  of 
this  Bill  and  of  the  whole  agitation  concerning 
the  railway.    There  is  the  whole  secret.    Now, 
I  say  this  is  not  fair  to  this  Parliament,  and 
we  are  not  at  all  bound  in  honour  or  in  any 
xespect  whatever  to  relieve  the  company  from 
the  difficulty  they  are  in,  or  to  relieve  the  rate- 
payers of  the  difficulties  they  are  in,  simply 
because  the  land  has  not  been  of  the  value  it 
was  expected    to    turn  out.      To  finish  that 
point,  I  may  say  that  the  argument  that  the 
ratepayers  cannot  and  will  not  pay  the  rate  is 
the  strongest  argument  why  we  should  not  re- 
commit tibis  Bill ;  for,  if  we  decide  to  pass  the 
Bill  as  it  stands,  the  company  is  bound  to  sell 
the  railway  on  the  terms   mentioned  in  this 
Bill.     If  the  honourable  gentleman  asks  me 
whether  I  consider  it  desirable  that  the  district 
railways  should   be  bought,  I  say,  Most  cer- 
tainly I  think   they   ought.    I  voted  for  the 
District  Bailways  Bill  last  year  because  I  be- 
lieved the  railways  could  be  got  on  reasonable 
terms.   I  shall  vote  for  this  Bill  on  that  ground. 


as  it  now  stands,  because  I  can  see  that,  so  long 
as  we  have  these  private  railways  in  the  colony, 
not  co-operating  with  but  working  in  anta- 
gonism to  the  Government  railways,  we  shall 
always  have  trouble,  and  we  shall  always  Jiave 
the  political  influence  brought  to  boar  in  this 
House  that  is  being  brought  to  bear  to-night 
from  ratepayers — that  is  to  say,  shareholders  in 
these  district  railway  companies.    By  all  means 
let  us  get  rid  of  this  public  nuisance  of  district 
railways,  but  let  us  get  rid  of  it  on  the  lowest 
possible  terms  we  can,  lot  us  buy  them  out  as 
cheaply  as  we  can :  and  I  say  this  House  has 
got  into  a  position  in  which  it  can  buy  the 
railway  on  very  fair  terms,  not  unreasonably 
low,  but  at  its  real  value.     Let  the  House 
stick  to  that,  and  by  no  means  be  pushed  into 
a  comer  either  by  the  cry  of  the  ratepayers  or 
by  the  cry  of  the  companies,  but  let  us  do  our 
duty  like  men  and  authorize  the  Govemment 
to  pay  for  this  railway   what  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price,  and  no  more.    I  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  that 
this  is  a  necessaiy  railway,  and  that  it  should 
have  been  made  by  the  Govemment  in  the  first 
instance.     There  is  no  doubt  about  that.     It 
is  one  of  the  connecting-links  of  the  great  rail- 
way system  of  the  ^liddle  Island,  and  it  ought 
to  have  been  made  by  the  Govemment ;  but  the 
fact  is  that  the  company  jumped  their  claim  : 
BO  eager  were  they  to  get  a  great  bargain  that 
they  hastened  to  make  this  railway.    If  any 
one  will  look  back  for  ten  years  he  will  see 
how  the  great  estate-holders  hurried  together 
and  threw  their  estates  into  one  pot,  thinking 
to  make  their  fortunes ;  but  wool  went  down, 
grain  went  down,  produce  of  all  kinds  went 
down,  and  the  whole  situation  changed:  and 
now  they  want  the  Government  to  relieve  them 
of  their  responsibilities.    There  is  the  whole 
story.    Let  us  not  disguise  the  facts,  or  pretend 
that  the  people  there  were  in  any  way  philan- 
thropic, or  that  in  relieving  them  we  are  doing 
a  puolic  good.    They  have  taken  the  responsi- 
bilities, let  them  bear  them ;  and,  if  a  concession 
as  to  price  has  to  be  made,  let  the  company 
make  it  and  not  the  Govemment,  and  let  the 
Govemment  take  the  line  at  its  real  value  ;  let 
them  take  the  valuation  of  their  own  officials 
and  engineers,  and  stick  to  that.    I  do  not  want 
to  throw  stones  at  anybody.    The  honourable 
member  for  Hokonui,  I  am  convinced,  in  all 
that  he  has  done  has  been  simply  actualod  by 
a  desire  to  do  what  was  for  the  good  of  his  con- 
stituents ;  but  there  is  the  mischief  of  the  whole 
system,  that  an  honourable  member  comes  to 
this  House  and  has  to  plead  a  bad  cose  honestly 
and  faithfully  for  the  sake  of  his  constituents, 
and  for  the  reason  that  his  constituents  have 
been  placed  in  this  position  by  bad  laws  made 
by  this  House,  and  by  the  unfortunate  way  in 
which  those  laws  have  been  taken  advantage  of 
by  a  number  of  private  speculators.     I  say  it  ia 
a  speculation,  they  have  gone  into  it  as  one,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman   represents  people 
largely  consisting  of  speculators. 
An  Hon.  Member.— No. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— There  is  nooffeiiL-e  in 
that.    The  honourable  member  cannot  help  sec- 
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ing  that  they  went  into  the  thing  as  a  specula- 
tion. 

An  Hon.  MKMar.R. — It  was  mainly  Donedin 
people  who  went  into  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Of  course  it  was;  and 
do  you  think  their  influence  is  not  visible  here  ? 
Of  course  a  large  number  of  Dunedin  people 
went  into  it :  we  can  see  that  in  all  directions. 
I  am  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  has  ad- 
vised me  of  it.  There  were  plenty  of  Dunedin 
people  m  it,  and  their  influence  is  abundantly 
obvious  in  this  House  to-night.  I  say  it  is  a 
most  unfortunate  thing  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Hokonui  should  be  placed  in  such 
a  position.  It  shows  that  we  ought  to  put  our 
foot  down  firmly  and  refuse  to  give  way  to  the 
influence  of  these  private  companies  when  we 
see  that  an  honourable  member  like  the  mem- 
ber for  Hokonui,  who  is  absolutely  above  acting 
from  private  interests  or  anything;  of  that  sort, 
has  so  many  of  his  constituents  interested  in 
this  that  he  is  obliged  to  come  to  this  House 
and  advocate  a  case  which,  if  he  were  otherwise 
situated,  he  would  never  think  of  advocating. 
To  think  that  that  honourable  gentleman  is 
in  any  way  influenced  by  personal  motives  is 
altogether  out  of  the  question  ;  but  when  he 
says  that  he  is  asserting  the  interests  of  his 
constituents,  who,  as  ratepayers  and  otherwise, 
are  concerned  in  this  railway,  ho  is  practically 
brought  into  this  position :  that  he  has  either 
to  advocate  this  case  or  lose  his  seat  in  the 
Legislature — for  that  is  what  it  means.  I  say 
that  ought  to  be  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  putting  a  stop  to  the  whole  of  this  system 
and  doing  away  with  this  kind  of  thing.  I 
believe  the  company  will  get  a  very  fair  price 
for  the  railway  if  wo  pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
— quite  as  much  as  it  is  worth — and  wo  do  not 
want  to  give  more  than  it  is  worth.  Every 
penny  that  we  give  above  that  price  is  so  much 
put  into  the  pockets  of  private  individuals  out 
of  the  public  chest.  We  can  get  the  railway,  I 
have  no  doubt,  for  the  sum  fixed  in  the  Bill ; 
and  if  we  pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands  we 
shall  get  the  railway,  and  save  the  colony  a 
large  sum  of  money.  I  have  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  remarks  of  honour- 
able members  who,  like  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Wakatipu,  understand  this 
subject ;  but  I  say  it  appears,  to  my  mind, 
that  they  look  at  it  from  rather  a  local  than  a 
colonial  point  of  view,  and  my  desire  is  to  urge 
upon  the  House  to  regard  it  from  a  colonial 
point  of  view  rather  than  from  a  local  one. 

Mr.  FKUriUS. — I  should  like  to  correct  a 
statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  by 
way  of  personal  explanation.  The  honourable 
member  stated  that  I  said  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  purchase  the  line.  I  did  not  say 
that,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  purchase, 
on  this  ground  :  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
work  a  small  section  of  line  belonging  to  the 
Government  running  from  this  district  railway, 
from  Riversdale  to  Switzer's,  profitably  without 
this  lino.  To  work  it  without  this  line  will 
ontoil  a  cost  to  tlie  colony.  That  was  what  I 
meant  to  convey.  The  House  has  voted  £40,000 
for  11  \r.)^  that  will  be  of  a  fragmentary  charac- 
Hfr.  Wakejicld 


ter,  and  which  cannot  be  profitably  worked  ia- 
less  this  line  is  acquired.  I  may  say  th&t  I 
have  never  voted  for  the  purchase  cf  any  diii> 
trict  railway  heretofore. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  should  like  tocrpbii 
that  I  took  down  the  words  that  the  honcmni^ 
gentleman  used,  and  they  were  **ab8ohifidj  . 
necessary."  If  I  have  misrepresented  ^ 
honourable  gentleman  I  am  quite  willing  t» 
withdraw  any  expressions  I  used. 

Mr.  BROWN. —The  honourable  gentlemaa 
who  has  last  spoken  has  made  one  of  his  nsul 
convinring  speeches  —  speeches  convindsg  t» 
himself,  but  to  no  one  else.  Had  the  iKHboor- 
able  gentleman  the  knowledge  which  he  |nv 
fesscs  to  have,  and  which  he  ought  to  ha^e 
before  attempting  to  address  the  Hocse  upog 
this  question,  he  would  not  have  told  us  that 
this  was  **  a  snatch-division  '*  the  other  evenioL 
I  have  before  me  the  record  of  Hansard,  whi^ 
proves  it  was  not  "  a  snatch-division." 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Will  the  honouiabte 
gentleman  allow  me  to  correct  him  ?  I  did  ooi 
say  it  was  "  a  snatch-division,"  but  quite  tht 
contrary.  It  was  the  honourable  member  bst 
Wakatipu  who  said  it  was  **  a  snatch-divisiazL* 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  may  have  misunderstood 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  aocept  b^ 
explanation.  I  have  before  me  the  proof  cofj 
of  Hansard,  which  shows  that  one  of  the  m*- 
jority  had  not  only  paired  but  voted  a^pnst 
the  Bill.  Had  he  not  done  so  the  majonty 
would  have  been  on  the  other  side  instead  of  M^ 
it  was. 

I^Ir.  FULTON.  —  I  think  the  hononraUa 
gentleman  refers  to  me.  I  am  told  that  mj 
name  will  appear  among  the  pairs.  I  certainly 
did  vote  ;  but  a  few  minutes  before  I  came  into- 
the  House  I  met  the  Government  whip,  sad 
asked  him  whether  I  had  paired.  He  s^dl 
had  not ;  and  I  voted.  After  the  division,  hi 
came  over  and  told  me  I  had  paired.  I  said  it 
was  rather  too  late  to  tell  me  then,  and  lia 
replied  that  he  would  arrange  the  mattei  in 
another  way. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  only  know,  from  what  ap- 
pears in  the  Hansard  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  that  if  that  di\'ision  had  b^ 
properly  recorded  this  discussion  would  not 
have  taken  place  this  evening.  What,  to  mj 
mind,  has  been  lost  sight  of  is  this:  that  wbi^ 
wo  are  discussing  is,  whether  the  price  to  bs 
given  for  this  railway  is  extortionate  or  o&e- 
wise.  I  have  before  me  the  report  of  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  Committee,  who  have  carefaUt 
taken  evidence  on  this  matter ;  and  I  am  sun 
that  they  arc  more  able  to  speak  upon  it  than 
most  honourable  members,  who  have  not  gi'^iai 
this  matter  any  oonsidcration.  That  repot 
says,  •'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commiic^e, 
the  proposed  terms  of  the  purchase  of  the 
Waimea  Plains  Railway,  as  set  forth  in  Uia 
agreement  embodied  in  Parliamentary  Paper 
B.-Ga,  are  such  that  the  Committee  can  rectan- 
mend."  And  I  understand  that  that  is  the 
proposal  in  the  Bill  which  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing. I  take  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  which  took  all  the  evidence  it 
could  take,  in  preference  to  the  opinions  of  a 
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nber  of  members  who,  perhaps,  understand 
more  about  it  than  the  man  in  the  street. 

also  have  it  in  evidence  that  this  railway 
hirt j-seven  miles  long ;  and  the  price  now 
red  is  less  than  £8,000  a  mile.  It  is  well 
rwn  that  the  railway  is  as  properly  equipped 
uiy  Government  railway  in  the  colony ;  and 
have  it  also  that  the  extension  of  a  Govem- 
nt  line  to  Waikaia,  Switzer's,  will  cost  the 
my  £70,000  more.  That  £70,000  is  to  con- 
lot  fourteen  miles  of  railway — £5,000  per 
e*  We  cannot  have  better  evidence  than 
t  of  the  desirability  of  buying  this  railway 
ihe  price  which  has  been  submitted  to  Par- 
nent.  We  know,  also,  that  the  whole  of  New 
dand  is  interested  in  this  line,  inasmuch  as 
saves  fifty-two  miles  of  railway  travelling 
n  Dunedin  to  the  Lakes.  A  large  number  of 
sons,  toarists  and  others,  use  the  line,  and 
re  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  as  it  saves 

distance  I  have  mentioned,  and  saves  time 

I  expense  as  well,  it  will  add  considerably 
;he  inducements  to  travelling.    The  House 

*  authorized  an  expenditure  of  £37,000  on 
ither  line  of  railway  from  this  to  extend 
>  the  interior,  and  that  line  will  add  very 
terially  to  the  value  of  this  line.  In  my 
Dion,  if  the  railway  is  not  bought  now  we 

II  have,  at  some  future  time,  to  purchase  it 
\  higher  price  than  we  can  get  it  for  at  the 
sent  time.  The  honourable  member  for 
itotaxa  said  that  he  was  surprised  at  the 
imier  advocating  the  purchase  of  this  rail- 
r,  seeing  he  was  so  largely  interested  in  it. 
nd,  from  the  list  of  shareholders,  that  the 
imier  has  no  more  interest  in  that  company 
a  I  have,  which  is  nil,  I  also  find  that 
re  is  not  a  member  of  this  House  who  is  a 
ireholder  in  the  company  owning  this  rail- 
j.    It  is  said  that  one  or  two  members  of 

Government  are  remotely  interested  in  the 
tpany ;  and  I  know  it  has  been  said  in  the 
bies  that  several  members  of  this  House  are 
srested  in  the  railway  company,  and  I  know 
t  has  been  made  a  lever  with  many  honour- 
a  members  to  induce  them  to  oppose  this 
L  But  I  find  that  no  member  of  this  House 
t  a  share  in  this  railway  company. 
iCr.  KERR.— I  really  think  it  is  time  this 
cussion  came  to  an  end.  I  cannot  be  blamed 
having  had  anything  to  do  with  this  line, 
'oted  against  the  purchase  of  every  one  of 
9e  district  railways  last  year,  and  I  can 
dly  say  that  I  do  not  know  where  this  par- 
ilar  line  is.  The  real  truth  appears  to  me  to 
that  the  Opposition  are  stonewalling  tiiis 
I  because  they  are  afraid  to  let  the  Repre- 
tation  Bill  come  on.  I  can  assure  them 
it  all  this  talk  will  not  change  one  vote, 
ly  do  they  stop  the  business,  instead  of 
Qing  to  a  vote  one  way  or  the  other  ?  As  for 
I  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  with  his 
fing  language,  talking  about  the  honourable 
mber  for  Hokonui  being  afraid  that  if  he  did 
i  get  this  Bill  passed  his  constituents  would 

•  re-elect  him,  I  think  that  the  honourable 
mber  for  Selwyn  is  a  great  deal  more  in 
iger  than  is  tbe  honourable  member  for 
lK>nTiL 
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Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  not  afraid. 

Mr.  KERR. — ^I  do  not  say  the  honourable- 
member  is  afraid,  because  I  believe  he  ia 
making  his  way  for  another  seat.  I  do  hope 
honourable  members  will  not  blame  our  side 
of  the  House  for  delaying  business  to-day.  If 
the  Opposition  do  really  want  to  stonewall  the 
Bill  I  wish  they  would  say  so,  for  we  on  this 
side  would  then  go  away  for  a  week,  and  let 
them  do  so.  I  think  the  House  had  better  go 
to  a  vote  on  the  question. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  —  There  appear  to  be  two 
points  which  have  not  been  properly  cleared  up 
in  this  debate.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  has  just  told  us  that  this  is  only  a 
paltry  sum  of  £8,000  that  we  are  talking  <  bout 
— that  it  is  a  mere  bagatelle — in  fact,  we  have 
so  much-  money  that  we  may  vote  away  £8,000 
without  hesitation.  I  have  seen  letters  lately 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Treasurer  was 
BO  impecunious  that  even  a  sum  of  £2,000  could 
not  be  found  for  objects  where  an  immense 
benefit  would  be  done.  Again,  if  it  be  true 
that  the  people  along  this  hne  of  railway  are, 
unfortunately,  so  poor  that  they  cannot  pay 
the  small  rates  of  Is.  6d.,  8s.  4d.,  or  £1  per 
annum  in  order  to  maintain  this  great  boon 
they  have,  then,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good 
and  great,  how  is  it  going  to  be  a  boon  to  the 
country  when  we  purchase  it  ?  The  sooner  it  is 
sold,  and  the  rails  and  engines  and  sleepers, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  country,  because, 
if  the  people  cannot  pay  these  small  rates,  how 
is  it  possible  that  they  will  be  able  to  send  any- 
thing into  the  towns  or  bring  anything  along 
the  railway  from  the  towns  ?  How  will  they 
pay  the  railway  charges?  It  appears  to  me 
that  honourable  members,  in  arguing  that  the 
people  are  so  poor  that  they  cannot  pay  these 
small  rates,  are  showing  that  a  railway  has 
been  constructed  which  can  never  pay,  and 
which,  if  taken  over  by  the  colony,  must 
place  undue  burdens  on  other  colonist;;  who 
nave  not  reaped  one  atom  of  benefit  from 
these  millions  of  mone^  we  have  expended, 
although  indisputable  evidence  has  been  given 
that  if  a  like  boon  were  granted  to  them  it 
would  be  immensely  beneficial  to  the  general 
weal  of  the  colony.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  feel  myself  in  a  dilemma,  and,  if  the 
question  goes  to  a  division,  I  shall  have  to  vote 
against  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Hokonui.  That  honourable  gentleman  has, 
I  think,  fairly  shown  that  it  would  be  better  if 
the  railway  were  closed  at  once,  and  no  rates 
collected,  the  rails  sold,  and  the  whole  thing 
kept  at  a  standstill  until  the  people  become 
sufficiently  flush  of  money  to  pay  a  small  rate, 
thereby  affording  a  guarantee  that  they  will  be 
able  to  purchase  goods  from  the  town  and 
send  their  produce  along  the  line. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  to  take  the  vote  at  once,  and  settle  the 
question  in  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  think  I  shall  be 
consulting  the  interests  of  the  House  by  refrain- 
ing from  commenting  on  the  speeches  made  in 
this  very  long  debate.  I  wish  only  to  make  one 
or  two  remarks  in  reference  to  what  fell  from 
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the  honourable  member  for  Taranftki.  Before 
doing  BO,  I  wish  to  express  my  regret  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Waipa  should  have  so 
far  forgotten  themselves  as — purely  in  spirit 
of  party — to  use  the  language  they  have  used 
in  reference  to  the  transaction  now  before  the 
House.  As  I  have  said  before,  it  would  be 
far  better,  in  dealing  with  a  question  of  this 
kind,  if  honourable  members  really  would 
omit  personal  abuse,  and  confine  themselves 
to  the  practical  pan  of  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki,  no  doubt  unwittingly, 
misled  the  House  when  dealing  with  the  com- 
mercial value  of  this  concern.  He  omitted  alto- 
gether, as  far  as  I  followed  him,  any  reference 
to  the  question  of  the  rates  by  wliich  the  com- 
pany make  up  the  7  per  cent,  they  are  entitled 
to  on  their  venture.  That  ought  not  to  be 
omitted,  because  it  is  obvious  that,  in  dealing 
with  the  value  of  a  commercial  concern,  you 
ought  to  take  in  all  sources  of  revenue.  The 
only  other  point  I  wish  to  allude  to  is  this : 
In  dealing  with  the  income  from  the  railway 
the  honourable  member  put  it  down  as  £1,000 
a  year,  because  it  averaged  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  demur  altogether  to  any  estimate 
of  that  sort,  because  we  know  as  an  absolute 
fact  that  the  land  surrounding  that  railway 
is  rapidly  coming  under  cultivation.  There 
were  throe  thousand  acres  of  land  under  crop 
last  year  more  than  there  were  ever  under  crop 
before,  so  that,  in  all  human  probability,  the 
revenue  from  the  railway  must  largely  increase. 
The  rate  for  lost  year  is  probably  very  much 
nearer  the  average  income  than  the  sum  which 
tiie  honourable  member  has  quoted. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Price  to  be  paid  for  railway. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  moved,  That  the  words 
**  twenty- seven  thousand  pounds  "  bo  struck 
out  of  subsection  (1) :  "  To  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty-seven  thousand  pounds  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  the  company  in  cash." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  25. 
Barron  Grey  Sutter 

Bruce  Harper  Thompson,  T. 

Bryce  Lake  Wakefield 

Buchanan         Macarthur         Whyte 
Buckland,  J.  C.  Montgomery      Wilson, 
Buckland,  W.F.Newman 
ConoUy  Peacock  Tellers. 

Dodson  Pearson]  Rolleston 

Fulton  Reese  Trimble. 

Noes,  27. 
Ballance  Hobbs  Richardson,  G. 

Be  van  Joyce  Steward,  W.  J. 

B.-Bradshaw     Kerr  Taylor 

Brown  Lance  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Bargaville  McKenzie,  J.     Tole 

Fergus  Moat  Walker. 

Fraser  O'Callaghan  Tellers. 

Grace  Pyke  Cowan 

Guinness  Richardson,  E.  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Hatch 

Mr.  E.  Richardson 


Paibs. 


For. 

AgomL 

Beetham 

TDmboIl 

Duncan 

Gore 

Fisher 

Hint,E 

Johnston 

PanU 

Levestam 

Rohnes 

Ormond. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  negatived. 

Words  "  twenty  -  seven  thoastnd  poeoii' 
struck  out,  and  "  thirty-one  thoonad  pooi&* 
inserted. 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  motion^  That  the  Bill  be  nidi t^, 
time, 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said,— I  wishton^oi 
or  two  words.  I  think  it  is  a  steitli&g  ftn, 
which  may  be  given  forth  to  the  peopkof^ 
colony  with  advantage,  that  in  Conuni^  dH 
House,  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  at  the  'a^ 
tion  of  the  Government,  £4,000  of  poUie  zbcb! 
has  been  given  to  two  great  companies,  ^i^ 
might  have  been  saved  without  any  diad^sa- 
tago  whatever.  The  Minister  for  Pablie  Woia 
has  told  us  that  he  would  have  diofpB^  tb ; 
Bill  if  the  price  fixed  by  the  House  wliffltb 
Bill  was  previously  considered  in  Omn^ 
had  been  retained.  That  is  to  say,  in  ii» 
opinion  the  company  woald  not  have  cold  u 
railway  to  the  Government  at  the  "pxe.  1 
believe  that  the  company  would  have  pa^ 
at  the  opportunity  of  selling  the  nihnj «» 
that  price,  and  that  the  increase  in  the  prkx 
by  this  £4,000,  which  has  been  called  a  cc& 
promise,  is  simply  a  gift  of  £4,000  of  jcblit 
money  to  these  companies,  corned  in  ^ 
House  by  a  majority  of  two,  at  the  irai^^^ 
of  the  Government.  Of  course  thededaffi*^ 
this  House  is  final,  and  it  is  useless  to  pnieii* 
but  it  is  fitting  that  the  public  should  ^>*^ 
of  these  facts,  and  that  they  should  be^** 
on  record  in  the  official  records  of  thisHosse. 
This  money  has  been  given  after  is^ 
"whipping,"  and  after  every  parliiBttti^ 
efiort,  both  inside  and  outside  this  House;  us 
it  is  right  that  the  public  should  know  it  a 
is  one  of  those  facts  on  which  the  people  i»T 
well  ponder,  which  may  be  well  considfiW^"* 
meetings  of  the  unemployed,  and  itifi«^* 
peculiar  commentary  upon  the  succea  d  ^ 
parliamentary  institutions.  When  we  ^* 
poor  men  coming  here  asking  for  their  ri^ 
I  cannot  say  tbukt  they  get  injustiee,  hs^^i 
they  get  justice,  it  is  of  the  barest  kind ;  ^ 
rich  people — who  are  powerful,  and  hawKBW 
representatives  and  clever  agents,  who  lea«^ 
stone  unturned— get  a  sum  of  £4,000  abscW 
given  to  them  by  a  majority  of  two  at  u 
instigation  of  the  Minister  for  Publifi^"* 
who  should  be  the  guardian  of  the  public F|^^ 
I  wished  to  say  this  in  order  that  it  s#^^j 
on  record,  and  that  the  pubUc  might  haw '^ 
explanation  of  what  has  been  done  in  ^ 
mittee  during  the  past  few  minutes. 

lilr.  PEARSON.~I  merely  wish  to  sayif* 
I  coincide  with  what  has  been  said  by  * 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  and  tlni.  * 


1886.].  District  Bailways  [HOUSE.] 


Purchasing  Bill, 


691 


my  opinion,  this  company  has  been  actually 
given  £iifiOO  by  the  vote  that  has  been  given 
to-night.  But  I  hold  myself  clear  •  of  any 
lesponsibility  in  the  matter. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—I  still  hope  that  the  Premier 
will  not  insist  on  pushing  this  Bill  through. 
Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  in  charge  of  it. 
Sir  G.   GREY.  — The  honourable  gentle- 
man's  might   and    influence   in   this    House 
are  everything.     How   can   he   say  that  he 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  Bill,  when  he,  as 
leader  of  the  House,  having  such  power  at 
bis  disposal,  will  not  use  his  influence  to  pre- 
vent the  Bill  introduced  by  his  Gk)vemment 
from  passing  through  the  House  ?    Why  should 
he  use  his  influence  in  passing  this  Bill,  when 
he  is  solicitor  to  both  of  the  companies  inter- 
ested in  the  Bill  ?    I  see  another  honourable 
member  on  the  Government  benches,  having 
great  power,  and  who  is  not  only  the  holder  of 
«hares  in  this  railway  company,  but  also  is 
one  of  the  original  vendors  to  the  Agricultural 
Company,  and  must  ultimately  benefit  largely 
by  the  passing  of  the  Bill ;  because,  from  the 
-condition  of  things,  a  great  deal  of  the  land 
must  pass  back  into  the  hands  of  the  vendors. 
I  think  that  the  House  will  feel  that  we  ought 
to  give  a  great  example  in  the  future,  and  that 
a  Ministry  so  situated  ought  not  to  force  this 
Bill  through.    I  appeal  to  the  Premier,  for  his 
own  saJce,  to  think  upon  what  he  is  doing.    It 
was  only  by  a  majority  of  two  that  the  Bill  was 
forced  through  Committee.    I  do  trust  that  an 
example  will  be  set  for  future  time   such  as 
ought  to  be  set,  and  that  persons  occupying 
those  benches,  and  possessing  such  influence 
and  power,  will  not  force  through  this  House  a 
measure  in  which  they  are  so  largely  interested 
pecuniarily.     I  make  this  last  appeal  to  the 
Premier  because  some  man  ought  to  say  these 
words,  and  from  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  do 
I  say  what  I  would  gladly  shrink  from  saying. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
Irnows  perfectly  well,  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
that  I  have  not  taken  any  interest  in  the 
xnatter,  nor  exerted  any  influence  in  its  favour. 
I  have  not  voted  on  it  nor  spoken  on  it,  nor 
have  I  had  anything  to  do  with  the  negotia- 
tions. Kow,  I  charge  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  with  having  been  the  cause  of 
this  Bill.  What  did  he  do  during  the  recess? 
He  went  away  to  Gore  and  tried  to  keep  up 
4in  agitation  to  force  the  Government  to  buy 
this  line  —  he  pledged  himself  to  the  Gore 
ratepayers  that  he  would  insist  upon  the  Go- 
vernment giving  assistiuice ;  and  now  he  comes 
here  and  opposes  the  Bill,  and  throws  the 
blame  upon  the  Government.  I  am  surprised 
at  the  honourable  gentleman.  Does  he  think 
that  we  have  no  memories  ?  Does  he  think 
that  we  do  not  know  what  he  has  been  doing  ? 
I  have  not  iuterfered  with  this  matter,  though 
I  really  have  no  interest  in  it ;  but,  if  I  had,  I 
could  have  told  the  House  that,  through  our 
faulty  legislation,  many  poor  people  who  have 
invested  their  money  in  shares  in  this  railway 
have  never  received  a  penny  of  interest,  and 
have  even  had  to  mortgage  their  furniture  to 
pay  calls,  and,  even  at  the  price  agreed  to 


be  given  by  the  House,  will  not  only  not  get 
interest  on  their  money,  but  will  lose  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  capital.  The  honour- 
rable  gentleman  knows  very  well  that  neither 
1  nor  my  colleague  to  whom  he  has  referred 
have  taken  any  interest  in  this  matter  —  we 
have  not  mentioned  it  nor  voted  for  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  understand  that  the  settlers  at 
Gore  were  led  to  purchase  their  land  without 
knowing  that  they  were  liable  to  these  charges. 
I  appeal  to  the  honourable  member  for  Hoko- 
nui  whether  that  is  not  the  case.  Well,  then, 
I  have  simply  to  say  this:  that  I  think  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  House  to  have 
relieved  those  people  from  those  charges  entirely 
by  special  Act;  but  that  is  totally  different 
from  taking  the  course  of  forcing  a  Bill  through 
this  House  by  means  of  a  Government  possess- 
ing such  power  as  this  Ministry  has,  and  only 
relieving  the  settlers  from  half  the  rates. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  Premier  says  that 
the  bringing  of  this  Bill  forward  and  the  pass- 
ing of  it  was  owing  to  what  took  place  at  Gore 
on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East. 

Sur  R.  STOUT.  — The  agitation  got  up 
amongst  the  ratepayers. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Was  it  the  agitation  of 
three  or  four  months  ago  that  brought  in  the 
Bill  of  last  year  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  was  no  Bill  dealing 
with  this  railway  last  year. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Did  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  bring  forward  the  Waimea  Plains 
Railway  last  year  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  last  year. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Well,  the  year  before. 
It  is  a  mere  quibble  to  say  that  it  was  1884  and 
not  1885.  Could  what  occurred  three  months 
ago  be  the  cause  of  what  occurred  two  years 
ago  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  took  a  tour  through  the  colony  for  pur- 
poses with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do — a  touif 
other  honourable  members  may  make  if  they 
so  wish — and  he  told  the  people  at  Gore,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokonui  has  said,  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  relieve  them  from  taxa- 
tion. Did  he  tell  them  at  the  time  that  he 
was  going  to  relieve  the  Agricultural  Company 
to  the  extent  of  £3,000  a  year?  Not  he.  The 
poor  people  were  the  persons  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  of  relieving  from  taxa- 
tion, and  not  these  great  nabobs  who  are 
endeavouring  to  make  fortimes  out  of  specu- 
lation. I  have  just  one  word  to  say  with 
regard  to  what  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
said  in  answer  to  what  I  previously  stated. 
The  statement  which  he  made  to  the  House 
before  we  went  into  Committee  bore  out  all 
that  I  said,  only  that  it  made  it  much  stronger. 
All  the  difference  in  the  rates  of  freight  upon 
goods  the  Government  will  have  to  give  up. 
The  Government  will  have  to  reduce  those 
rates. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
men say  "  No,"  with  the  whole  system  of  pur- 
chasing these  railways  before    them.     Thesa 
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honourable  gentlemen  know  they  will  have  to 
do  so.  The  very  men  who  are  making  such  a 
noise  now  in  favour  of  buying  this  line  will  be 
the  first  to  insist  on  these  railway  rates  being 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  railway 
rates  of  the  colony.  Therefore  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  make  the  income  worse,  not 
better,  by  what  he  says.  Now,  with  regard  to 
this  company  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
refers  to,  I  have  before  me  an  extract  from  an 
English  paper  dated  the  3rd  Juno,  1885,  called 
Money,  and  which  says, — 

"  Widows,  beware  1  A  widow  lady  in  Cam- 
bridge, who  happens  to  hold  some  debenture 
bonds  of  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany, has  placed  in  our  hands  the  following 
communication  addressed  to  her  by  one  Lam- 
bert, of  Newington  Green  : — 

••  *  4G,  Newington  Green, 

••  •  London,  N.,  May  6,  1885. 

*'  *  Dear  Madam, — Being  a  coinvcstor  with 
yourself  in  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany, Limited,  I  wish  to  bring  under  your 
notice  that  there  are  thirty-five  of  the  £20 
flliares  in  the  company,  with  £7  10s.  paid  up, 
now  oflcred  privately  for  disposal  on  very  ad- 
vantageous terms,  as  the  owner  of  them,  on 
whose  behalf  I  am  writing,  is  in  urgent  need  of 
their  value,  owing  to  a  protracted  illness  and 
consequent  losses. 

'*  •  You  may  not  be  aware  that  there  has  been 
paid  upon  these  shares,  during  the  post  six 
years,  a  uniform  dividend  of  7  per  cent.,  which 
gives  thera  a  character  for  permanence  and 
reliability  equal  to  that  of  the  company's 
debentures,  but  a  higher  return  at  less  cost; 
and  as,  from  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  I  can 

Slace  any  portion  of  these  thirty-five  at  your 
isposal  for  £6  5s.  each,  the  above-named 
dividend  will  be  thereby  virtually  raised  to  one 
of  8^  per  cent. — I  am,  Ac, 

"*H.  Lambert.* 
*•  The  shares  which  this  fellow  Lambert 
seeks  to  foist  upon  our  reader  at  £G  5s.  are,  we 
should  explain,  practically  unsaleable  at  IJ, 
^  (nominal),  and  carry  the  heavy  liability  of 
£12  10s.  per  share.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  man 
who,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  practically  unsale- 
able article  for  about  five  times  its  market 
value,  does  not  scruple  to  rob  even  the  helpless 
widow  of  her  mite  !  We  know  if  some  poor 
hungry  devil  were  to  attempt  to  sell  painted 
sparrows  for  bond  fide  canaries  he  would  be 
summarily  *run  in,'  and  quite  as  summarily 
tried  and  sentenced.  Why,  then,  we  would 
ask,  should  a  character  of  the  type  of  this  man 
Lambert  be  permitted  to  remain  at  largo?  If 
the  public  prosecutor,  or  whoever  is  supposed 
to  do  duty  for  that  defunct  dignitary,  were  to 
hunt  up  Lambert  instead  of  harrying  the 
editors  of  newspapers,  we  venture  to  say  that 
he  would  bo  rendering  the  community  infinitely 
more  valuable  services  —  services  which  all 
would  appreciate." 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  the  company 
has  been  one,  as  I  stated  before,  and  as  I  think 
this  will  illustrate,  that  has  not  brought  credit 
to  the  country ;  and  why  we  should  sacrifice 
this  enormous  amount  of  money  for  the  benefit 
Colonel  Trimble 


of  that  association  astonishes  me.  I  pcotes: 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  BiU.  I  do  act 
suppose  there  is  much  use  in  doing  so,  bus  si 
the  last  moment  I  desire  to  record  idj  ^ti^at 
against  it^ 

Mr.  WHYTE.  — I  should  like  to  ask  ywn 
ruling,  Sir,  on  a  point  of  order.  We  aU  look 
on  the  Premier  as  the  head  of  this  GoTssmasl, 
and  he  disclaims  having  anything  to  do  v^ 
this  Bill.  Therefore,  Sir,  this  must  be  a  pmafie 
Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable  znemDer  la 
Kaiapoi.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  have  bea 
traversing  the  Standing  Orders  with  refem^e 
to  private  Bills. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourai)le  member 
has  disclosed  no  point  of  order  for  me  to  give  s 
mling  upon. 

Mr.  REESE.— I  have  voted  consistency, fitsa: 
the  first,  against  the  purchasing  of  district  nil- 
ways.  I  have  done  so  this  evening,  and  I  intea^ 
to  vote  against  the  purchasing  of  this  distzkt 
railway.  I  rose,  however,  for  the  expres  pir- 
pose  of  challenging  the  statements  which  ^ 
Premier  made  with  reference  to  the  honoorabk 
member  for  Auckland  East.  He  stated  6^ 
liberately  that  these  negotiations  were  brou^ 
about  by  the  agitation  aroused  by  the  honoiir- 
able  member  for  Auckland  East  a  few  mon^ 
ago.  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  to  this  fact:  that  in 
November  last  the  first  telegram  which  started 
the  negotiations  was  sent  by  the  honoura.M« 
member  for  Hokonui  to  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  and  the  correspondence  finishes  i^ 
with  the  terms  laid  down  by  the  Minister  in  a 
letter  dated  the  8th  April.  I  want  to  poisX 
out  that  it  was  not  till  May  of  this  year  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
addressed  the  people  at  Gore.  That  was  one 
month  after  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  b^ 
sent  his  letter ;  so  that  I  think  the  Premier  has 
done  an  injustice  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  East  in  saying  that  it  was  his 
address  at  Gore  which  caused  this  agitatiozL 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — The  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki  has,  I  think,  endeavoured 
rather  to  mislead  this  House — that  is,  he  hai 
endeavoured  to  influence  certain  members  by 
misstating  facts;  and  the  honoarable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley,  I  am  sure,  knows  that  wbsi 
he  says  is  not  correct.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Taranaki  says  that  if  this  line  falls 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government  the  rates 
will  immediately  be  reduced.  On  the  other 
district -railway  lines  which  have  been  pur- 
chased the  rates  have  not  been  reduced,  sad 
it  is  not  proposed  to  seriously  reduce  them  ex- 
cept with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers.  The 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley  practically  charged  me 
with  not  taking  care  of  the  colony's  funis, 
and  with  presenting  these  wealthy  companies 
with  thousands  of  pounds.  Did  it  strike  tlKse 
honourable  gentlemen  that  until  the  negotia- 
tions were  practically  concluded  this  companv 
refused  £33,000? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  member  for  Star- 
more  stated  that  negotiations  were  concIuJcU 
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Hatch 

Bichardson,  £. 

Hislop 
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m  April,  and  that  the  people  were  not  met 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
till  M&y.  The  people  at  Gore  were  met  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  in 
March. 

Mr.  REESE.— I  stated  distinctly  that  the 
first  telegram  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokonui  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  Was 
dated  the  11th  November,  and  that  the  final 
letter  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  the 
secretary  of  the  company  was  dated  the  8th 
April,  and  I  stated,  or  meant  to  state,  that  be- 
tween these  two  dates  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  East  addressed  the  people  at 
Gore. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time.'* 
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Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
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Taylor 
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Ck>nolly  Beese  Tellers, 

Dodson  Bolleston  Peacock 

Grey  Thompson,  T.    Trimble. 

Lake 

Majority  for,  11. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do  pass, 
Sir  G.  GBEY  said,— I  should  like  the  House 
to  fairly  consider  what  it  is  doing.    There  is 
really  a  large  number  of  persons  interested  in  the 
question.    I  think  one  thing  that  is  very  little 
known  is,  that  among  the  shareholders  of  the 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company  in  England 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  distress.    Lately  1  have 
received  a  telegram  telling  me  of  the  case  of  an 
aged  man,  between  eighty-six  and  eighty-seven 
years  of   age,  a  retired  medical  officer,  who, 
some  years  ago,  when  this  companjr  was  started, 
invested  the  savings  of  his  life,  which  he  looked 
to  to  support  him  in  his  old  age,  and  who 
is  now  in  the  greatest  distress.    But  what  is  a 
fact  that  appears   to  be  overlooked  is  this  : 
that  the  persons  we  are  relieving  are  not  only 
the  ratepayers,  but  that  probably  we  are  giving 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  the  original  vendors 
of  the  land  to  the  Agricultural  Company,  who 
have  no  claim  on  our  consideration.    I  think 
that  there   can  be  no  doubt  whatever   that 
on  an    investigation  of    their  accounts   this 
would  be   found   to   be    something   like   the 
case :  that  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany raised    some    £300,000,    or   some    such 
Bum  as  that,  from  the    sale  of  shares,  and 
they  were  obliged,  in  point  of  fact,  to  raise 
oiqaey  shortly  afterwards   in   debentures   in 


order  to  carry  on  the  company.  What  I  am 
told  of  their  position  shows  almost  certaixily 
chat  ultimately  lands  of  considerable  value 
out  of  those  which  were  sold  by  the  original 
vendors  must  go  back  to  them  because  they 
took  security  on  those  lands,  and  that  ti^e 
persons  we  therefore  are  giving  money  to,  by 
relieving  them  from  the  payment  of  these 
rates,  are  in  part  the  original  vendors  of  IJie 
land  to  the  Agricultural  Company,  who  are 
strongly  supported  in  this  House.  Then,  I 
feel  sure  that  the  gentleman  whom  I  have 
referred  to  as  having  suffered  so  greatly  was 
induced  to  enter  into  this  speculation  on 
account  of  the  great  .public  officers  who  were 
engaged  in  the  formation  of  the  company,  and 
whose  names  appeared  in  the  report  of  the 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company  published 
in  England.  For  instance,  amongst  them  was 
the  name  of  our  late  Agent-General,  the  pre- 
sent Colonial  Treasurer.  That  is  what  I  feel 
so  much ;  and  I  cannot  help  feeling  tiiat  this 
House  has  nominally  been  induced  to  attempt 
to  relieve  a  number  of  persons  who  are  rate- 
payers, while  really  the  unfortunate  persons  on 
whom  the  losses  will  fall  we  have  done  nothing 
for.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  they  have  a 
claim  in  some  way  upon  us  in  consequence  of 
the  use  of  the  names  of  great  public  officers  in 
getting  this  company  up.  I  hope  the  House 
will  even  now  pause,  and — feeling  that  we  have 
a  Premier  who  is  solicitor  to  both  companies 
which  will  benefit  so  largely,  and  a  Treasurer 
who  is  connected  with  the  great  losses  that 
must  fall  on  the  shareholders  of  the  com- 
pany, and  another  Minister  who  wsks  one  of 
the  original  vendors  — that  it  will  not  pass 
this  Bill,  but  allow  another  Government  to 
bring  it  in.  The  Premier  was  good  enough 
to  say  that  I  was  the  cause  of  forcing  this 
Bill  on  —  in  fact,  he  gave  me  great  blame 
for  this ;  but  I  would  remind  this  House  that 
almost  the  first  thing  this  Government  did  after 
they  got  into  office  was  to  get  this  measure 
pushed  on ;  and  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  in  the  House  at  the  time  will  recollect 
that  I  protested  most  strongly  against  their 
action.  Did  I  in  any  way  force  them  to  do 
that  ?  Was  not  all  my  effort  to  prevent  them, 
and  to  recall  them  to  a  sense  of  the  great  duty 
that  falls  upon  them  in  consequence  of  the 
high  offices  we  have  conferred  upon  them? 
Then,  the  Premier  spoke  of  what  took  place 
at  Gore.  I  was  there  in  March;  and  he 
will  find  that  the  negotiations  commenced 
by  the  Government  had  then  proceeded  very 
far — that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Government 
were  committed  to  go  on  with  them  if  they 
could  possibly  make  an  arrangement.  I 
showed  that  they  brought  this  measure  for- 
ward against  my  will  when  first  they  took 
office;  and  what  shocked  me  so  much  was 
that  gentlemen  so  largely  interested  in  the 
matter  should,  on  going  into  office,  so  soon 
endeavour  to  carry  a  measure  which  would  so 
largely  benefit  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural 
Company.  Then,  I  contend  that  no  action  of 
mine  at  Gore  in  any  way  necessitated  their 
taking  this  step.     I  was  going  through  the 
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country,  Dot  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
bat  upon  a  Bill  of  a  totally  different  character, 
and  to  try  and  get  the  people  to  take  up  a  Bill 
which  I  am  certain  would  be  of  very  great 
advantage  to  them.  It  was  an  accidental  cir- 
cumstance, as  it  were,  that  I  went  to  Gore,  and 
I  had  no  conception  of  what  I  was  to  encounter 
when  I  went  there.  I  was  asked  to  go  there, 
and  I  felt  very  much  for  the  position  into  which 
the  people  were  plunged,  and  was'  determined 
to  help  them  by  legislation ;  but  I  deny  that  I 
am  the  cause  in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  having  this  Bill  pushed  forward,  which  I 
think  an  injustice  to  the  Oore  settlers.  I  ap- 
peal again  to  the  Oovemnient ;  and  I  feel  that  I 
ought  to  do  BO— that  Ministers  circumstanced  as 
they  are  should  not  attempt  to  carry  this  Bill 
through.  Their  influence  in  this  House  is  great. 
A  Minister  mav  rise  from  his  seat,  and  go  out 
through  that  aoor  of  the  House ;  but  the  sha- 
dow of  his  influence  remains  behind  him  here, 
and  it  is  felt  throughout  the  country  also,  for 
he  can  make  men's  fortunes  or  ruin  them  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Those  powers  may  be  justly 
exercised ;  but,  nevertheless,  in  the  minds 
of  men  there  will  always  be  a  suspicion  that 
Ministers  give  great  advantage  to  their  sup- 
porters. The  Premier  must  know  his  power, 
and  that  his  colleagues  have  been  interested 
in  various  ways  in  this  matter.  I  ask  him, 
then,  to  rise  now,  and  set  an  example  which 
will  last  to  all  time,  and  say,  at  this  the  last 
moment,  **  I  feel  I  ought  not  to  do  this,'*  and 
thereby  set  a  great  example  to  New  Zealand 
for  ever,  and  hand  his  name  down  to  posterity, 
by  saying,  "  I  withdraw  this  Bill,  and  leave  it 
to  some  other  Ministry  or  some  other  person 
to  do  that  with  which  I  feel  that  I  ought  not 
to  meddle." 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  has  said  that  I  was  wrong  in  stating 
that,  in  passing  this  Bill,  we  are  giving  £4,000 
of  the  public  money  to  a  private  company ;  and 
tlio  only  reason  he  had  to  give  in  denial  of  my 
statement  was  this:  that  the  company  had 
refused  £33,000.  Now,  did  he  mean  to  say 
that  they  were  in  earnest  in  such  refusal,  or 
did  he  not?  He  stated  that  ho  would  have 
dropped  the  Bill  at  once  if  we  had  stuck  to  the 
£27,000 ;  and  yet  he  tells  the  House  that  my 
statement  that  he  had  given  £4,000  to  the 
company  was  incorrect,  for  the  reason  that 
the  company  had  refused  £33,000.  Does  the 
Minister  mean  to  tell  the  House  that  the  com- 
pany was  sincere  in  that  refusal  ?  He  is  silent. 
He  opcneth  not  his  mouth. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— As  far  as  we  know, 
they  were  sincere. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— And  yet  the  Minister 
has  accepted  the  vote  of  £31,000.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  tells  us  he  would  have  dropped 
the  Bill  if  we  had  stuck  to  the  £27,000.  Why 
does  he  not  drop  the  Bill  now  that  we  have 
Toted  £31,000?  Because  he  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  company  will  jump  at  it,  as  they 
would  have  jumped  at  the  £27,000.  We  are 
not  quite  children  in  these  matters.  We  have 
seen  other  transactions  between  private  com- 
jpanies  and  the  Government,  and  we  know  it  is 
StrG.  6fii|r 


the  regular  routine  for  the  companies  lo  vtM 
what  all  the  while  they  are  only  too  essez  ft 
get,  and  what  all  the  while  they  would  1m  cel7 
too  glad  to  get  one-hall  of.  It  is  the  zs^ 
Dutch-auction  system.  Have  we  not  sea  ii 
this  session  the  case  of  a  private  isdri&il 
who  had  sold  a  piece  of  land,  of  thevahiecf 
£3,000,  who  had  it  throvm  back  on  hisba^ 
by  the  purchaser,  and  yet  he  got  £17,009  Is 
this  from  the  Government?  The  puzdavl 
refer  to  is  a  piece  of  property  in  Anctiaaii- 
the  notorious  Stark's  Point  property ;  £I74)C0 
the  Government  paid  for  it,  and  the  xnnz 
could  not  get  £8,000  from  a  private  puicfasso. 

Mr.  DARG A VILLE.— Absolutely  inconecL 

Mr.  WAKEFIEIiD.--I  am  not  going  to  tib 
the  honourable  member's  word  as  to  it.  Wse* 
what  I  am  speaking  about.  And  this  is  not  tk 
first  instance  of  a  thing  of  the  kind  thai  btt 
oocurred.  Talk  about  refusal  1  This  man  mj 
have  refused  to  sell  for  £6,000,  £7,000,  £8,0Da 
and  up  to  £17,000;  but  he  got  the  £17,000. 
and,  as  he  went  to  America  with  the  moDej  k 
his  pocket,  he  was,  like  Olive,  astonished  s2  is 
own  moderation.  He  was  sorzy  he  had  not 
asked  £27,000  for  it.  The  honourable  gentk- 
man's  argument  will  delude  nobody,  becs22» 
everybody  knows  that  a  private  compscj  is 
dealing  in  a  matter  like  this  refuses,  and  le- 
f uses,  and  refuses  until  he  comes  to  tlie  past* 
at  which  it  can  afford  to  sell.  So  I  say  nev 
that  the  company  are  making  £4,000  out  of 
this  which  they  have  no  right  to  make,  and  f« 
are  making  them  a  present  of  £4,000  more  thu 
the  railway  is  honestly  worth.  The  sooser 
that  fact  is  known  to  the  public  the  betser. 
Not  one  public  reason  has  been  urged  i^j 
this  sum  should  be  given,  in  the  teeth  of  the 
evidence  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  vbo 
were  examined  before  the  Committee.  And  I 
would  not  allow  it  to  be  left  on  record  tbstn? 
statement  was  incorrect,  when  we  have  befoee 
us  this  session  in  the  deliberations  upon  dia 
Bill  abundant  evidence  of  the  truth  <rf  wbsi  I 
say — that  the  Government  have,  by  a  msjonir 
of  two,  obtained  a  decision  of  this  House  whiek 
practically  gives  £4,000  of  the  public  moneji^ 
a  private  company,  which  ought  propedj  tc 
have  remained  in  the  public  cheat,  and  whidi 
has  been  taken  from  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  REESE.— When  I  challenged  the  Pre- 
mier's statement  a  few  moments  ago  I  did  so 
hurriedly,  from  the  fact  that  I  h»i  not  had 
time  to  refer  to  the  papers.  But  now.  after 
looking  at  the  papers,  I  see  that  the  action  d 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Esse  W 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  negotiadflos 
that  were  going  on  with  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Hokonui.  On  the  11th  No?efflber, 
1885,  the  honourable  member  for  Hokonm 
telegraphed  to  the  Treasurer ;  and  he  lecdted 
a  reply  the  same  day.  He  then,  on  the  23rd 
December,  sent  the  following  telegram  to  titf 
Minister  for  Public  Works : — 

*'  Have  got  offer  of  Waimea  line  for  ooe 
month  for  £106,000  and  some  stiff  conditiooi 
Price  will  return  money  invested  withoat  in> 
terest  or  profit.    Offer  by  first  mail." 

That  is  the  distinct  offer  to  the  QovenuBfiDi 
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I  will  pass  over  some  of  the  other  correspond- 
ence, and  I  will  go  to  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  letter  of  the  Minister  for  Puhlic  Works  of 
the  Slst  Decemher,  which  is  as  follows : — 

"  In  view  of  the  present  holidays,  however, 
and  of  the  probable  absence  of  myself  and  Sir 
Jalius  Vogel  in  Auckland  for  some  little  time, 
it  may  probably  be  some  weeks  before  a  full 
Cabinet  can  be  got  together  to  decide  upon  the 
question,  and  I  have  therefore  thought  it  better 
in  the  meantime  to  acknowledge  your  letter, 
with  an  indication  as  to  my  own  views  on  the 
subject,  pending  the  decision  of  the  Govem- 
mort  being  given  upon  it.'* 

Tljf»n,  again,  we  will  take  the  10th  February, 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Hokonui 
wired  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, — 

"  Offer  of  Waimea  may  lapse  on  the  15th 
instant.  Does  Government  wish  further  ex- 
tension? Will  be  glad  to  try  and  arrange 
matter.'' 

The  IMinister  for  Public  Works  replies,  two 
days  later, — 

"  The  report  I  advised  you  I  was  getting  as 
to  the  real  value  of  the  Waimea  line  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  course  cannot  be  considered  by 
Cabinet  till  we  meet  at  the  end  of  this  or  early 
next  month.  Probably  the  company,  if  they 
really  wish  to  sell,  will  not  withdraw." 

Then  follows  further  correspondence  with  the 
secretary;  and  on  the  8th  April  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  makes  a  distinct  offer  to  the 
secretary.  So  that  the  terms  and  conditions 
were  submitted  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokonui,  and  the  Government,  at  first,  had  not 
time  to  consider  them,  but  when  they  did  con- 
sider them  they  accepted  the  proposals  of  the 
company  which  were  made  in  November  and 
December  last. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  would  perhaps  have  been 
better  if  the  honourable  member  had  not  got 
up  to  defend  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East  till  he  had  made  himself  master  of 
the  faots  of  the  case.  What  he  said  was  that 
we  had  finished  the  negotiations  before  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  went 
to  Gore.  That  was  wrong.  The  negotiations 
were  not  finished  till  the  2nd  June,  and  the 
honourable  member  went  to  Gore  in  March. 
That  is  what  I  said.  I  think  it  is  very  im- 
proper and  inadvisable  for  a  member  of  this 
House,  when  he  must  have  known  that  the 
Government  were  negotiating  for  this  lino, 
to  interfere  by  stirring  up  matters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  railway,  to  try  and  force  the  hand 
of  the  Government. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  whether  any  representations  whatever 
came  to  the  Government  from  the  Gore  Dis- 
trict in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  this  lino 
owing  to  the  meeting  held  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East.  The  whole  thing 
waH  substantially  settled  on  the  11th  April 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE. and  to  say  that  the 

meeting  held  in  March  had  anything  to  do 
with  it,  is  mere  moonshine.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  believe  that  the  negotiations  were  cbn- 


cludod  by  that  time,  and  no  communication 
came  to  the  Government  from  Gore  before  tho 
final  oiler  was  made;  and  this  is  an  entire 
after-thought — absolutely  a  thought  that  came 
into  the  honourable  gentleman's  brain  for  the 
first  time  to-night. 

Mr.  KERR.  —  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East  says  that  the  Minister  ought 
to  get  up  at  the  last  moment  and  save  the 
country.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  that 
he  was  going  through  the  country  soliciting  the 
whole  of  the  people  to  pass  a  Bill  which  he 
said  would  save  the  country.  It  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  people  did  not  believe  in  him  or 
his  Bill ;  but  he  did  not  say  what  the  Bill  was. 
He  said,  when  the  Premier  did  such  a  thing  a» 
this  it  was  in  his  power  to  discharge  any  officer 
of  the  Government.  I  do  not  think  the  Pre- 
mier would  do  such  a  thing,  or  any  other  per- 
son who  held  that  position  in  the  colony.  But 
I  am  not  aware  that  that  has  anything  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  quite  evident  to  me  that,  if  the 
Premier  goes  through  the  country  and  per- 
suades the  people  to  do  this  they  must  have  su 
good  deal  more  faith  in  the  Premier  than  they 
have  in  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East.  I  might  as  well  be  stonewalling  this 
as  any  one  else.  This  side  of  the  House  has 
been  trying  to  get  on  with  the  work  of  the 
country,  so  that  we  could  get  away  at  a  decent 
time.  We  have  been  in  session  now  for  about 
three  months,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are 
going  to  be  here  for  another  three  weeks,  and 
a  month  after  that.  If  we  do  not  come  to  a» 
decision  on  this  Bill  soon,  this  side  of  the  House 
will  have  something  to  say  on  the  matter  too. 
I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  be  allowed  to  get  on 
with  the  work. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE.  —  I  have  only  a  few 
words  to  say  on  this  subject,  chiefly  in  reply  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn.  That  honourable  gentleman 
asserted  positively  that  the  company  would 
accept  an  ofier  of  £27,000  if  it  were  made.  I 
suppose  he  made  that  statement  on  some  in- 
formation that  he  had;  but  he  did  not  con- 
descend to  give  us  that  information,  or  to  say 
from  what  source  he  got  it.  Perhaps  it  was 
inspired ;  perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  tell  us  whether  the  company  would  take 
£25,000.  He  does  not  make  any  sign.  He 
does  not  know. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  not  an  agent  for 
the  company. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE.— No.  Tho  honourable 
gentleman  knows  as  a  positive  fact  that  they 
would  take  £27,000;  but  he  does  not  know 
whether  they  would  take  £25,000.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  just  as  much 
about  the  one  as  about  the  other,  and  that  is 
absolutely  nothing.  Is  there  anything  in  tho 
evidence  as  to  the  negotiations  to  show  that 
the  company  would  take  £27,000?  Nothing 
whatever:  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  goes  the  other  way.  But  what  is  the 
position  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  up  ? 
He  says,  **  The  company  are  in  a  hopeless  posi- 
tion ;  they  are  at  our  mercy ;  they  are  not  able 
to  recover  their  rates:  therefore  let  us  take 
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ftdvftntage  of  their  position  to  screw  them  down 
to  the  very  lowest  farthing." 

Mr.  WAKKi  IKLD.— I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  DAIUIAVILLE.— That  was  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  remarks.  If  that  was  not  the 
direction  in  which  bis  arguments  went,  I  fail  to 
anderRtand  what  they  are  at  all.  I  say  it  is 
not  crcditahlo  to  the  commercial  morality  of 
anybody  to  advocate  the  doctrine  that,  because 
these  unfortunate  ptople,  through  our  defective 
legislation,  are  not  able  to  recover  even  interest 
on  the  capital  they  have  invested  in  the  enter- 
prise, therefore  wo  arc  to  take  advantage  of 
their  position  to  screw  thorn  down  to  the  lowest 
possible  point.  Sir,  I  feel  that  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  had  very  little 
weight,  and  that  the  last  stage  of  this  Bill  will 
be  passed. 

Mr.  WAKKFIELD.— Allow  me  to  say,  as  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation,  that  I  never 
made  any  such  statement  as  that  attributed  to 
me  by  tlie  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West.  What  I  said  was  this  :  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  had  stated  that  the 
ratepayers  would  not  and  could  not  pay  their 
rates,  and  therefore  we  might  be  quite  sure 
that  the  company  would  be  glad  to  accept 
the  price  which  had  been  fixed  as  the  real 
value  of  the  line  by  Government  engineers,  and 
which  this  House  has  agreed  upon  as  the  price 
to  pay.  I  never  said  they  were  in  a  helpless 
position  and  at  our  mercy,  and  that  we  could 
screw  what  we  liked  out  of  them ;  and  I  object 
altogether  to  being  totally  misrepresented  by 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn,  in  speaking  on  the  passing 
of  this  Bill,  introduced  the  question  of  the 
Stark  property,  and  made  a  charge  against  me 
of  having  wasted  a  largo  sum  of  money.  Sir, 
I  say  the  honourable  member  must  know,  if  he 
has  looked  at  the  correspondence,  that  the 
statement  he  has  deliberately  made  in  this 
House  is  absolutely  incorrect ;  and,  if  he  has 
not  looked  into  the  evidence,  he  ought  not  to 
have  made  the  statement. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  have  read  it. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Ihen  I  have  only 
to  say  that  the  honourable  member  has  at- 
tempted deliberately  to  mislead  the  House. 

Bill  passed. 

MINES  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  stating  that  the  Council  did  not  adhere 
to  its  amendments  in  this  Bill,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  amendment  in  clause  184. 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved,  That  this  House  do 
not  insist  upon  its  reasons  for  disagreeing  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  the  Mines  Bill,  and  that  the  concession 
made  by  the  Council  in  the  Bill  be  now  agreed 
to.  The  clause  in  regard  to  which  the  Legis- 
lative Council  insisted  upon  their  amendment 
deferred  to  prospecting  on  private  lands.  At 
present  the  law  allowed  the  resumption  of  pri- 
vate lands  known  to  be  auriferous,  but  there 
was  no  power  to  go  on  private  lands  in  order 
Mr.  Dargaville 


to  ascertain  whether  snch  lands  ves 
feroos :  henoe  the  clause  now  onder  ooBi^» 
tion  bad  been  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  c 
this  to  be  done;  but  the  liegislatrve 0»i 
had  resisted  that,  and,  considering  tiie  pat 
relief  miners  would  receive  from  this  B3i  W 
coming  law  by  the  reduction  of  mineis'  o^ 
from  208.  to  58.,  he  was  content  to  UsTciad 
accept  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  know  if  te 
was  to  be  no  power  of  prospecting  upas  tk 
lands  set  aside  for  the  Midlaud  Rsilirav. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Not  greater  power^  fortk 
present,  than  now  exists. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  the  dacse  M 
been  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  giving  mam 
the  right  to  prospect  over  that  land. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Not  particnlariy  ovatb 
Midland  Railway  Company's  land,  ba&oreiag 
private  lands. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  desired  to  know  if  tto 
was  any  fresh  power  of  resuming  lands  ia  \k 
Bill. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— No;  not  now— in  cow- 
quence  of  the  clause  referred  to  having  b« 
disagreed  with  by  the  Council. 

Motion  to  accept  the  concession  of  ik 
Council  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  L^islati^e 
Council,  requesting  a  fresh  Conference  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  their  amesdmati 
of  clause  38  of  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  four  new  Mia- 
agers  be  appointed — namely.  Major  Atkinses':. 
Mr.  Montgomeiy,  Mr.  Macandrew,  and  tk 
mover. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SITTING  OP  PARLIAMENT  AT  NELSO>'. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  KERR  moved.  That  special  provia<afec 
made  this  session  for  holding  the  msitiBgoi 
Parliament  in  Nelson  next  session. 

Motion  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND. 

Class  VIII. — Public  BciLniKOS. 

General  departmental  offices,  £7,000,  d^ 
to. 

Judicial,  £21,100,  agreed  to. 

Post  and  Telegraph,  £3,500,  agreed  to. 

Customs,  £500,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  asylums,  £16,400,  agreed  to. 

Hospitals  and  charitable  institutions,  £8^^ 
agreed  to. 

Quarantine  stations,  £400,  agreed  to. 

School-buildings,  £55,000. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  drew  attention  to  the  M 
that  the  school-buildings  grant  was  never  piK^ 
until  almost  the  close  of  the  financial  year 
Last  year  that  was  the  case,  although  tbe 
Government  had  plenty  of  money  in  ha^  ^ 
consequence  of  this  delay  the  whole  of  ^ 
Education  Boards  had  to  get  overdiafte,^ 
which  they  paid  heavily ;  and  it  made  agie*^ 
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ftl  of  confusion,  because  the  Boards  would 
38  to  put  important  works  in  hand  in  the 
Duner,  which  they  could  not  do  owing  to  this 
lay. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  this  grant  for  school- 
ildings  was  absolutely  inadequate  to  provide 
r  essential  requirements — at  any  rate,  in  his 
ittict.  There,  the  buildings,  for  want  of 
pair,  were  being  damaged ;  they  were  unable 
get  a  proper  water-supply  for  the  children s 
ere  were  no  proper  conveniences ;  the  masters 
sre  not  properly  accommodated;  p.nd  the 
iHdren  bad  to  be  taught  under  verandahs 
id  trees*  Whether  there  was  an  unnecessary 
aount  granted  to  other  districts  he  could  not 
T,  but  in  Hawke's  Bay  the  amount  was  ab- 
lately  insufficient.  He  hoped  this  money 
)uid  not  be  distributed  on  a  capitation  basis 
oely,  but  rather  that  it  would  be  distributed 
aong  those  districts  where  it  was  proved  that 
ere  was  not  sufficient  school-acconmiodation. 
I  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Hawke's  Bay 
I  had  urged  on  the  members  to  resign  and 
row  on  the  Government  the  duty  of  carrying 
i  the  administration  in  regard  to  education, 
I  the  present  condition  of  affairs  was  simply 
farce,  the  principal  duty  of  the  Board  bemg 
•  refuse  applications  for  school-buildings,  and 
Imit  that  they  were  not  able  to  perform  their 
inctions  for  want  of  means. 
Mr.  TUHNBULL  said  the  honourable  mem- 
)r  for  Hawke's  Bay  should  remember  the  still 
nater  hardship  suffered  by  a  very  large  class 
:  people^a  very  influential  class  of  people — 
I  the  colony  who  were  actually  paying  for 
lery  school-building  they  erected,  besides  pay- 
tg  for  teachers  out  of  their  own  pockets ;  while, 
i  the  same  time,  those  poor  people  were  taxed 
itough  the  GonsoUdated  Fund  to  provide  for 
le  education  of  the  childreiT  of  the  rest  of  the 
nnmunity. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  recognized  that  this  was  not 
aoagh  money  for  the  purpose ;  but  they  must 
Bal  with  school-buildings  as  with  other  things 
-according  to  their  means.  No  doubt  if  a 
Brtain  clause  had  not  been  struck  out  of  the 
oonties  Bill — enabling  local  bodies  to  con- 
dbute  towards  this  work — there  would  not  be 
ny  complaints  from  Hawke's  Bay.  The  people 
1  Hawke's  Bay  were  exceedingly  generous,  and 
ne  Boad  Board  there  had  contributed  pound  for 
ocnd  towards  the  erection  of  a  school.  He 
new  that  Hawke's  Bay  was  peculiarly  situ- 
4ed,  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  population, 
nd  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  in  the 
tovinciaJ  days.  With  regard  to  the  distribu- 
ion  of  the  vote  late  in  the  year,  the  honourable 
aember  for  Thomdon  would  see  from  the 
etarus  that  some  Boards,  instead  of  having 
verdraf  ts,  were  considerably  in  credit. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Wellington  Difl- 
cict  had  been  rapidly  increasing  in  population, 
nd  consequently  large  demands  were  made  on 
be  very  small  buildings  at  the  disposal  of  the 
^oard.  Teachers  were  not  housed,  and  in 
Qany  ways  education  was  very  badly  looked 
•fter.  At  the  present  time  the  building  fund 
nui  overdrawn.  As  long  as  the  money  was  paid 
^  ft  population  basis,  and  no  allowance  loade 


for  the  opening-up  of  new  districts,  so  long 
would  education  be  badly  looked  after.  He 
hoped  the  Premier  would  pay  special  attention 
to  this  matter. 

Mr.  SCJTTEB,  referring  to  the  complaint 
that  Wellington  had  not  sufficient  for  build- 
ings, would  reply,  Look  at  the  Terrace  School  t 
How  much  had  been  squandered  there  !  A 
good  school  had  been  pulled  down,  and  enough 
spent  on  a  new  one  to  provide  four  or  five  fine 
large  schools  in  country  districts.  The  Boards 
should  economize  very  largely  in  the  matter  of 
school-buildings  before  they  complained  that 
they. had  not  enough.  No  more  schools  would 
be  built  in  that  style  if  local  bodies  were  com- 
pelled to  give  half  th^cost  of  buildings,  instead 
of  the  funds  wholly  coming  from  loans  raised 
by  the  Qovemment.  He  would  support  a 
special  Act  for  that  purpose.  He  knew  of 
one  case  —  Waimate — where  a  school  for  260 
children  had  cost  £2,600,  and  another  for  250 
children  had  cost  £2,600.  It  was  a  disgrace 
to  use  public  money  in  that  way.  The  cost  of 
school-buildings  would  be  lessened  by  half  if 
the  local  bodies  had  to  bear  a  large  part  of  the 
cost :  there  would  not  then  be  a  bit  of  extra- 
vagance. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  the  old  Terrace  School 
was  absolutely  insufficient,  and  was  not  in  fair 
condition  to  be  used  as  a  school,  and  it  had  to 
be  replaced  by  a  normal  school. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  no  doubt  there  had 
been  a  great  deal  of  extravagance  in  the  large 
towns  in  buildings.  He  did  not  think  this  vote 
adequate  ;  but,  then,  they  could  not  increase  it. 
It  was  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds  were  spent  on  railways 
along  navigable  rivers  and  the  sea-shores,  and 
in  other  jobs  of  that  kind,  when  they  could 
not  increase  this  vote.  He  would  like  again 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation to  this  practical  point,  by  which  he  had 
endeavoured  to  effect  reform  :  He  thought  the 
department,  when  giving  these  large  sums  for 
school-buildings,  should  take  some  guarantee 
that  the  utmost  value  was  obtained  for  the 
money.  There  should  be  standard  drawings 
possessed  by  the  department,  and  then  it  would 
be  known  how  much  the  accommodation  cost 
per  head.  They  would  then  be  able  to  know 
what  they  were  doing.  At  the  present  time 
gorgeous  buildings  were  erected  in  the  large 
centres  of  population,  while  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  districts  the  barest  accommodation 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  that  in  Otago  they  had 
standard  drawings,  to  be  used  according  to  the 
number  of  children  to  be  provided  for. 

Mr.  DODSON  asked  if  the  Premier  would 
extend  his  offer  of  a  subsidy  of  pound  for  pound 
to  any  one  else  beside  local  bodies. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  DODSON.— If  not,  why  not  ?  If  it  was 
fair  for  one,  surely  it  was  fair  for  another.  If  a 
school  was  provided  for  giving  the  education 
the  State  required,  and  met  the  State  require- 
ments, then  that  school  should  be  recognized  by 
assistance  from  the  State.     Was  the  Premier 
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going  to  distribute  the  funds  on  a  population 
basis? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  copies  of  the 
drawings  used  in  Victoria  and  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  he  found  that  the  school-build- 
ings there  were  far  more  expensive  than 
those  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  did  not 
think  they  were  so  suitable.  The  Victorian 
Government  ha<.l  very  kindly  supplied  copies  of 
the  drawings  for  nothing.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  p>is^ible  to  get  all  the  Boards  to 
adopt  standard  drawingn,  and  the  Government 
could  not  interfere  with  the  Boards  in  the 
matter  of  the  style  of  buildings.  He  believed 
that  only  the  Otago  Board  had  standard  draw- 
ings. During  the  last  t^o  years  the  fund  had 
been  distributed  on  a  population  basis,  except 
£4,000  given  specially  to  the  most  needy  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  call  for  a  division 
against  the  vote,  as  a  protest  against  making 
some  people  provide  school-buildings  at  their 
own  Kolo  cost,  and  yet  compelling  them  to  pay 
a  largo  share  of  the  cost  ofj  schools  for  other 
people. 

Mr.  HHUCE  said  no  doubt  in  some  country 
dihtnc.ts  there  was  wholly  insufficient  accom- 
modation. In  face  of  children  being  unable  to 
got  ovt'ii  rudimentary  education  in  some  places 
for  want  of  funds,  should  they  spend  many 
thousauds  on  higher  education  in  the  towns,  in 
addition  to  the  other  extra  educational  ad- 
vanta^os  the  towns  possessed?  He  protested 
against  this  injustice.  His  protest  might  be 
without  effect,  but  that  would  not  prevent  him 
making  it. 

Mr.  (taiNKESS  said  there  were  items  of 
£200  for  the  New  Plymouth  High  School,  and 
£200  for  theWaitaki  Girls'  School.  He  moved, 
Tliat  the  total  vote  bo  reduced  by  £450,  the 
total  of  the  New  Plymouth  and  Waitaki  items. 
How  could  the  colony  afford  to  borrow  money 
for  high  schools,  when  it  had  not  enough  money 
to  make  roads  to  those  schools?  Some  parts  of 
the  colony,  though  most  anxious  to  get  high 
schools,  could  not  get  a  farthing  for  them.  On 
behalf  of  his  constituents,  he  entered  his  pro- 
t<jst  against  this  injustice.  The  colony  hod  no 
right  to  borrow  for  school-buildings.  Though 
the  money  had  been  expended  unjustly  in  the 
past,  it  ought  not  to  be  so  in  the  future,  and  the 
expenditure  for  primary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion should  be  so  conducted  that  the  taxpayers 
of  the  country  might  know  exactly  what  was 
being  done,  and  be  able  to  keep  a  check  over 
the  expenditure.  That  was  the  proper  way, 
and  he  could  not  support  the  present  vote  for 
high  schools  out  of  loan. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  could  not  understand  this  hue- 
and-cry  against  education,  for  he  believed  that 
even  borrowed  money  could  be  much  better 
spent  on  education  than  on  many  purposes  to 
which  it  was  devoted.  In  England  the  in- 
crease of  expenditure  on  education  had  been 
accompanied  by  a  decrease  of  expenditure  on 
pauperism,  and  as  the  people  were  educated 
expenditure  on  pauperism  would  continue  to 
decrease.  His  experience  was  that  Education 
Boards  were  economical  in  their  expenditure 
Mr,  Dodson 


on  school-buildings.  Certainly  the  North  Gb. 
terbuiy  Board  was  economical.  He  olsjeeMti 
the  proposal  to  give  a  pound-for-poosdsaU^ 
as  exceedingly  unfair  to  poor  districts. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  he  had  fcmgfattBdm 
his  first  election  as  an  advocate  for  msmtiizsiil 
a  high  standard  of  education  in  the  fosai 
schools ;  but  he  objected  to  money  beij^^^ 
on  secondary    schools,    which   were  Bak^ 
attended  by  the  children  of  those  who  did  oat 
wish  their  children  to  rub  sboulden  in&  tta 
children  of  the  masses,  and  were  noh  eoscgk 
to  pay  for  separate  education  if  Ihej  mk  \ 
have  it.     There  were  small  childieo  kia^  I 
educated  at  State  expense  at  seeonduj  selmii ! 
who  should  be  in  the  primary  schools. 

Mr.  MOSS  represented  that  there  ^vezerai 
inequalities  in  the  equipment  of   edm  s 
different  parts  of  the  colony.    The  PnnBoeif  j 
Auckland  was  behind  in  the  matter  of  boil&p  ; 
and  equipments,  simply  for  the  reason  ^  I 
it  had  never  been  able  to  overtake  the  uiaa ' 
which  had  been  caused  by  the  dificulimfit: 
the  early  days,  when  Auckland  had  no  liai 
Fund  to  devote  to  the  erection  of  school-lxiiB' 
ings.    He  hoped  that  the  Premier  would  bin- 
self  see  that  this  vote  was  properly  dis^bslei. 
so  as  to  remove  inequalities,  not  meieif  ■ 
regarded  provincial   districts,  but  also  as» 
gcLrded  school  districts.     He  was  not  sore  1M 
the  Education  Boards  were  the  proper  bod* 
to  expend  this  money. 

Mr.  DODSON  also  hoped  that  t^ie  Presir 
would  look  into  the  matter  carefollT  and  n 
that  the  money  was  distributed  so  tbat  tb 
most  needy  places  should  receive  coosidentiaa 
The  effort  of  the  Qovemment  shoald  be  in  ^ 
direction  of  the  equalization  of  building  tai 
equipments,  and  then  the  casting  of  re^wcs- 
bility  for  these  matters  in  the  fatoie  on  tk 
various  localities  themselves.  That  would  bi 
a  better  and  cheaper  method  of  ptondiof 
school-buildings. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  he  yielded  ton* 
one  in  valuing  education,  but  he  wished  tb 
colony  to  take  pattern  by  the  noble  enn^ 
set  by  a  section  of  the  people  who  edacaw 
their  children  and  provided  their  ownschodi, 
teachers,  and  everything  else  necessaiy.  Hi 
was  anxious  that  the  system  shonld  not  be » 
built  up  and  maintained  as  to  paapeiiM  lb 
people.  They  had  a  brilliant  example  befett 
them,  but  they  preferred  a  system  which «!» 
disgraceful,  and  was  calculated  to  destroy  tb 
spirit  of  the  people.  It  seemed  to  be  a  gnwia? 
idea  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  toi^ 
cate  people,  support  them  while  they  lifMr 
and  bury  them  when  they  died— to  tfiia 
people  that  they  had  no  duties  to  pezfota 
tliemselves.  That  seemed  to  beoneoftbeR' 
suits  that  were  arising  from  the  present edstft- 
tion  system. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  the  leading  conntiiei* 
Europe  took  a  pride  in  having  good  scho* 
In  Scotland  the  smallest  town  had  a  grammf 
school,  in  order  to  give  secondary  edacati®'* 
all  classes.  In  Germany  there  was  the  sij 
thing ;  and  they  had  been  adding  to  theix# 
schools  in  Victoria.    At  Timaru  nine  or  ^ 
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■oliolarBhips  were  given  daring  the  year, 
»le  for  two  yean ;  and  twelve  soholarahips 
1  be  given  by-and-by.    Those  soholarships 

not  for  the  rich  people,  for  they  would 
end  their  children  to  school  there. 
'.  TXJBNBULL  said  if  the  whole  of  the 
IrexL  oi  the  colony  passed  through  the  same 
dI  lie  would  have  no  obiection  to  this  vote. 
:.  GUINNESS  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
amendment.  In  moving  it  he  simply 
ed  to  place  on  record  how  his  district  had 

treated  by  the  Minister  of  Education. 
»ave  refused,  and  amendment  negatived. 
>te,  iS55,000,  agreed  to. 

kss  rx.— LiOHTHOUSES,  Habboub-wobks, 

AND  HaBBOUB  DBFKHGBS. 

kghthooses,  £7,700. 

T.  S  ATCH  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 

nd  revenue  bore  too  much  of  the  expense 

ighthouses.    Considering  the  benefits  which 

els    derived  from  lighthouses,  would  the 

ister,  during  the  recess,  consider  what  al- 

^on  should  be  made  in  this  vote? 

[r.    XjABNACH  said  the  matter  had  been 

ier  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 

L  would  be  further  considered  during  the 

MM.         

Er.  SUTTER  said  the  Minister  gave  a  similar 
!Wer  last  year,  and  he  supposed  a  similar 
mer  would  be  given  next  year,  and  the  year 
owing.  If  there  were  no  lighthouses  vessels 
old  be  twice  the  time  coming  along  the 
yst,  and  shipwrecks  would  be  more  frequent. 
fchonght  this  was  a  fair  charge  to  make 
linst  vessels.  He  moved.  That  the  vote  be 
need  by  £2,700. 

flr.  PEACOCK  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
Boozable  gentleman,  who  had  been  accus- 
aed  to  the  sea,  ask  that  a  vote  like  this 
mid  be  struck  out.  It  was  most  important 
U  the  coast  of  the  colony  should  be  well 
hted. 

ICr.  HATCH  said  he  was  anxious  that  the 
u>le  coast  should  be  properly  lighted  ;  but 
I  people  who  ought  to  pay  for  the  lighting 
1  not  pay.  It  was  a  most  monstrous  thing 
at  the  colony  should  be  paying  such  a  large 
lount  of  money  to  keep  the  lights  going,  when 
nels  oould  go  in  at  half  a  dozen  ports  along 
e  coast  and  pay  ac  only  one.  At  Home  vessels 
Id  for  each  light  they  passed. 
Major  ATKINSON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
at  the  line  which  the  honourable  member  for 
ivercargill  had  token  was  extraordinary.  He 
Imitted  that  the  coast  should  be  properly 
dited,  but  said  that  the  ships  should  pay.  He 
lajor  Atkinson)  held  entirely  different  views 
nn  those  expressed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
•n.  The  endeavour  of  the  colony  should  be 
•  leave  its  shipping  as  free  as  possible.  He 
lould  like  to  see  not  only  the  lights  free,  but 
te  harbours  also.  If  the  shipowners  were 
ftde  to  pay  most  of  the  money  it  would  come 
pm  the  people  in  the  increased  cost  of  goods, 
be  colony  wanted  to  be  known  to  shipowners 
kiDoghout  the  world  as  a  colony  that  wished 
^ioBter  the  shipping  trade.  He  would  support 
ledaction  in  the  light-dues. 


Mr.  BRUCE  said  the  views  of  the  honourable- 
member  for  Egmont  were  the  views  of  all  ad- 
vanced seafaring  men.  If  the  shipping  were  ta 
be  charged  for  these  lights,  of  course  they  would 
put  it  on  to  the  freights  and  passage-money. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  simply  comment 
on  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  by  saying,  "  Three  cheers  for  free- 
trade." 

Mr.  SUTTEB  said  it  was  the  honourabla 
member  for  Egmont  who  had  lowered  thest 
dues.  The  lights  on  the  coast  of  Great  Britain* 
were  not  kept  up  by  the  Government,  but  by 
Trinity  House,  and  were  maintained  out  of  the- 
dues. 

Mr.  HATCH  said  the  returns  showed  that 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  lighthouses  had 
been  £150,890,  that  the  receipts  last  year  were 
^7,423,  and  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  tiie 
lights  was  £11,087,  irrespective  of  the  interest 
on  the  cost  of  construction. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  looked  into 
the  matter  on  account  of  representations  made 
to  him  by  small  shipowners,  and  he  found  that 
the  dues  very  materially  hampered  their  busi- 
ness. It  was  for  that  reason  he  had  made  a 
reduction.  If  the  high  dues  were  restored  it. 
would  greatly  cripple  the  small  coasters. 

Mr.  BRUCE  pointed  out  that  there  was  no- 
analogy  between  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  and 
that;  of  Great  Britain.  New  Zealand  had  a 
great  coast-line,  and  very  few  vessels ;  and 
unless  the  Government  took  the  matter  in 
hand  it  would  cripple  maritime  enterprise. 
Nothing  scared  ships  away  from  countries  more 
than  high  light- dues. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  would  like  honourable  mem- 
bers to  remember  that  these  lights  were  not 
put  up  only  for  the  benefit  of  shipowners,  but 
to  render  travelling  in  ships  round  the  coasi 
quicker  and  safer.  Therefore  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  put  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing the  lights  on  the  shipping. 

Mr.  KERB  could  remember  the  time  when 
there  were  a  great  many  more  sailing  coasters 
along  these  coasts  than  there  were  now,  and  no 
lighthouses  were  wanted  then.  The  people  who* 
were  advocating  the  taking-off  of  th9  light- 
dues  were  the  Union  Company,  and  the  fact 
was  that  these  lighthouses  were  built  for  that 
company  specially.  He  hoped  the  Minister  of 
Marine  would  increase  the  dues.  As  for  the 
honourable  member  for  Picton  saying  thai, 
these  lights  were  for  the  safety  of  passongen,. 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  look  after  hia 
own  port,  which  was  the  worst  lighted  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  that  when  the 
"  Tararua  "  went  ashore  on  Waipapapa  Point 
there  was  at  once  a  cry  throughout  the  whole 
colony  that  the  Government  should  put  up  a 
light  there;  and  so  it  would  be  whenever  a  snip 
was  lost.  There  never  was  a  time  when  thert^ 
were  more  coasters  than  now,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  wise  to  make  all  lighti 
and  harbours  free. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  any  honourable 
member  would  move  that  this  vote  be  reduced 
by  £1  it  would  be  taken  as  an  indication  that 
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going  to  (listributo  the  funds  on  a  popolfttion 


Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  copies  of  the 
drawings  used  in  Victoria  and  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  he  found  that  the  sohool-baild- 
ings  there  were  far  more  expensiye  than 
those  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  did  not 
think  they  were  so  suitable.  The  Victorian 
Government  htui  very  kindly  supplied  copies  of 
the  drawings  for  nothing.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  p.^ssible  to  got  all  the  Boards  to 
adopt  standanl  drawings,  and  the  Government 
could  not  interfere  with  the  Boards  In  the 
matter  of  the  style  of  buildings.  He  believed 
that  only  the  Otago  Board  had  standard  draw- 
ings. During  the  last  t^o  years  the  fund  had 
been  distributed  on  a  population  basis,  except 
£4,000  given  specially  to  the  most  needy  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  call  for  a  division 
against  tho  vote,  as  a  protest  against  making 
sumo  pooplc  provide  school-buildingis  at  their 
own  sole  cost,  and  yet  compelling  tliom  to  pay 
a  large  share  of  the  cost  of|  schools  for  other 
people. 

Mr.  HHUCE  said  no  doubt  in  Rome  country 
distru-.trt  there  was  wholly  insufficient  accom- 
modation. In  face  of  children  being  unable  to 
get  ovrn  rudimentary  education  in  some  places 
for  want  of  funds,  should  they  spend  many 
thousainU  on  higher  education  in  the  towns,  in 
addition  to  the  other  extra  educational  ad- 
vantages the  towns  possessed?  He  protested 
against  this  injustice.  His  protest  might  be 
without  effect,  but  that  would  not  prevent  him 
making  it. 

Mr.  (JCTINXESS  said  there  were  items  of 
£200  for  the  New  Plymouth  High  School,  and 
£2^0  for  theWaitaki  Girls*  School.  He  moved, 
That  the  total  vote  be  reduced  l>y  £450,  the 
total  of  the  New  Plymouth  and  Waitaki  items. 
How  could  the  colony  afford  to  borrow  money 
for  high  schools,  when  it  had  not  enough  money 
to  make  roads  to  those  schools?  Some  parts  of 
the  colony,  though  most  anxious  to  get  high 
schools,  could  not  get  a  farthing  for  them.  On 
behalf  of  his  constituents,  ho  entered  his  pro- 
test against  this  injustice.  The  colony  had  no 
right  to  borrow  for  school-buildings.  Though 
the  money  had  been  expended  unjustly  in  the 
past,  it  ought  not  to  be  so  in  the  future,  and  the 
expenditure  for  primary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion should  be  so  conducted  that  the  taxpayers 
of  the  country  might  know  exactly  what  was 
being  done,  and  be  able  to  keep  a  check  over 
the  expiJnditure.  That  was  the  proper  way, 
and  he  could  not  support  the  present  vote  for 
high  schools  out  of  loan. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  could  not  understand  this  hue- 
and-cry  against  education,  for  he  believed  that 
even  borrowed  money  could  be  much  better 
spent  on  education  than  on  many  purposes  to 
which  it  was  devoted.  In  England  the  in- 
crease of  expenditure  on  education  had  been 
accompanied  by  a  decrease  of  expenditure  on 
pauperism,  and  as  the  people  were  educated 
expenditure  on  pauperism  would  continue  to 
decrease.  His  experience  was  that  Education 
Boards  were  economical  in  their  expenditure 
Mr,  Dodson 


on  school-bnildings.  Certainly  the  Koith  Gtt- 
terbury  Board  was  economieaL  He  obj^tedt^ 
the  proposal  to  giTe  a  pound-for-poand  sal^ 
as  exceedingly  unfair  to  poor  districts. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  he  hadfoughtttant 
his  first  election  as  an  advocate  for  msinliai^ 
a  high  Btandazd  of  education  in  the  priiaiij 
schools ;  but  he  objected  to  money  bei^  ^a^ 
on  secondary  schools,  which  were  m^ 
attended  by  the  children  of  those  wbod^iai 
wish  their  ehildren  to  rub  shoulden  vitii  tlii 
children  of  the  masses,  and  were  rioh  en^ 
to  pay  for  separate  education  if  they  iradi 
have  it.  There  were  small  children  bdag 
educated  at  State  expense  at  secondBiysEksii 
who  should  be  in  the  primary  schools. 

Mr.  MOSS  represented  that  there  veiBgal 
inequalities  in  the  equipment  of  edio&k 
different  parts  of  the  colony.  ThePtofiasif 
Auckland  was  behind  in  the  matter  of  ImlHiB^ 
and  equipments,  simply  for  the  reascn  iai 
it  had  never  been  able  to  overtake  the  siteia 
which  had  been  caused  by  the  diffieulottflf 
the  early  days,  when  Auckland  had  no  Lul 
Fund  to  devote  to  the  erection  of  school-bdii 
ings.  He  hoped  that  the  Premier  woald  laa- 
self  see  that  this  vote  was  properly  disthbaki 
so  as  to  remove  iuequahties,  not  metely  ai 
regarded  provincial  districts,  but  also  as  » 
gflkzded  school  districts.  He  was  not  sore  ^ 
the  Education  Boards  were  the  iffoperbo&i> 
to  expend  this  money. 

Mr.  DODSON  also  hoped  that  the  PRBiiir 
would  look  into  the  matter  carefully  aoi  m 
that  the  money  was  distributed  so  thst  ^ 
most  needy  places  should  receive  considenlka 
The  effort  of  the  Government  should  be  in  ^ 
direction  of  the  equalization  of  building!  ad 
equipments,  and  then  the  casting  of  ze^oBSK 
bility  for  these  matters  in  the  future  oa  tbi 
various  localities  themselves.  That  would ^ 
a  better  and  cheaper  method  of  prondof 
school-buildings. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  he  yielded  to» 
one  in  valuing  education,  but  he  wished  tbi 
colony  to  take  pattern  by  the  noble  exiBpk 
set  by  a  section  of  the  people  who  ednoaw 
their  children  and  provided  their  own  sekois^ 
teachers,  and  everything  else  necessuy.  B* 
was  anxious  that  the  system  should  not  be  «- 
built  up  and  maintained  as  to  paopezise^ 
people.  They  had  a  brilliant  example  b^ 
them,  but  they  preferred  a  system  which  mt 
disgraceful,  and  was  calculated  to  destroy  ib» 
spirit  of  the  people.  It  seemed  to  be  s  groviBS 
idea  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  adfr 
cato  people,  support  them  while  they  liw4 
and  bury  them  when  they  died— to  to«* 
people  that  they  had  no  duties  to  perioffl 
themselves.  That  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  A- 
suits  that  were  arising  from  the  present  edae*- 
tion  system. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  the  leading  conntxiee  ii 
Europe  took  a  pride  in  having  good  scfaooli. 
In  Scotland  the  smallest  town  had  a  graoitf 
school,  in  order  to  give  secondary  edQCstiQsti 
all  classes.  In  Germany  Uiere  was  tiwaj 
thing ;  and  they  had  been  adding  to  theiz^, 
schools  in  Victoria.    At  Timani  nine  oi  ^ 
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Bcholazships  were  giyen  during  the  year, 
Me  lor  two  years ;  and  twelve  soholarships 
M  be  given  by-and-by.  Those  soholarships 
9  not  for  the  rich  people,  for  they  would 
send  ihelr  children  to  school  there. 
\x.  TUBNBULL  said  if  the  whole  of  the 
dren  of  the  colony  passed  through  the  same 
>ol  he  would  have  no  objection  to  this  vote. 
[r.  GUINNESS  asked  leave  to  withdraw 

amendment.     In   moving   it   he   simply 
led  to  place  on  record  how  his  district  had 
n  treated  by  the  Minister  of  Education. 
eaye  refused,  and  amendment  negatived. 
bte,  £55,000,  agreed  to. 

ASS  IX. — ^LlOHTHOUSBS,  Habboub-wobks, 
AND  HaBBOUB  DbFBHGBS. 

dghthouses,  £7,700. 

Er.  HATCH  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
ind  revenue  bore  too  much  of  the  expense 
ighthouses.  Considering  the  benefits  which 
1^  derived  from  lighthouses,  would  the 
lister,  during  the  recess,  consider  what  al- 
ktion  should  be  made  in  this  vote? 
Ir.  IjABNACH  said  the  matter  had  been 
ler  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
1  would  be  further  considered  during  the 
BBS.   ^^^ 

it.  SUTTER  said  the  Minister  gave  a  similar 
met  last  year,  and  he  supposed  a  similar 
met  would  be  given  next  year,  and  the  year 
owing.  If  there  were  no  lighthouses  vessels 
Bid  be  twice  the  time  coming  along  the 
«t,  and  shipwrecks  would  be  more  frequent, 
thought  this  was  a  fair  charge  to  make 
inst  vessels.  He  moved,  That  the  vote  be 
need  by  £2,700. 

ilr.  PEACOCK  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
lourable  gentleman,  who  had  been  accus- 
ned  to  the  sea,  ask  that  a  vote  like  this 
mid  be  struck  out.  It  was  most  important 
kt  the  coast  of  the  colony  should  be  well 
iited. 

Kr.  HATCH  said  he  was  anxious  that  the 
ole  coast  should  be  properly  lighted ;  but 
I  people  who  ought  to  pay  for  the  lighting 
I  not  pay.  It  was  a  most  monstrous  thing 
it  the  colony  should  be  pacing  such  a  large 
lount  of  money  to  keep  the  lights  going,  when 
Mels  could  go  in  at  half  a  dozen  ports  along 
i  ooast  and  pav  ac  only  one.  At  Home  vessels 
id  for  each  fight  they  passed. 
Ifajor  ATKINSON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
It  &e  line  which  the  honourable  member  for 
rercargill  had  taken  was  extraordinary.  He 
mitted  that  the  coast  should  be  properly 
hted,  but  said  that  the  ships  should  pay.  Ho 
Ajor  Atkinson)  held  entirely  different  views 
m.  those  expressed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
m.  The  endeavour  of  the  colony  should  be 
leave  its  shipping  as  free  as  possible.  He 
Mid  like  to  see  not  only  the  lights  free,  but 
I  harbours  also.  If  the  shipowners  were 
ide  to  pay  most  of  the  money  it  would  come 
on  the  people  in  the  increased  cost  of  goods. 
16  colony  wanted  to  be  known  to  shipowners 
Eonghout  the  world  as  a  colony  that  wished 
foster  the  shipping  trade.  He  would  support 
DBdootion  in  the  light-dues. 


Mr.  BRUCE  said  the  views  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  were  the  views  of  all  ad- 
vanced seafaring  men.  If  the  shipping  were  ta 
be  charged  for  these  lights,  of  course  they  would 
put  it  on  to  the  freights  and  passage-money. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  simply  comment 
on  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  by  saying,  "  Three  cheers  for  free^ 
trade." 

Mr.  SUTTEB  said  it  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  who  had  lowered  these 
dues.  The  lights  on  the  coast  of  Great  Britain* 
were  not  kept  up  by  the  Government,  but  by 
Trinity  House,  and  were  maintained  out  of  the- 
dues. 

Mr.  HATCH  said  the  returns  showed  that 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  lighthouses  had 
^c^n  £150,890,  that  the  receipts  last  year  were 
£7,423,  and  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
lights  was  £11,087,  irrespective  of  the  interest 
on  the  cost  of  construction. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  looked  into 
the  matter  on  account  of  representations  made 
to  him  by  small  shipowners,  and  he  found  thai 
the  dues  very  materially  hampered  their  busi« 
ness.  It  was  for  that  reason  he  had  made  a 
reduction.  If  the  high  dues  were  restored  it. 
would  greatly  cripple  the  small  coasters. 

Mr.  BRUCE  pomted  out  that  there  was  no- 
analogy  between  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  and 
that  of  Great  Britain.  New  Zealand  had  a 
great  coast-line,  and  very  few  vessels ;  and 
unless  the  Government  took  the  matter  in 
hand  it  would  cripple  maritime  enterprise. 
Nothing  scared  ships  away  from  countries  more 
than  high  light- dues. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  would  like  honourable  mem- 
bers to  remember  that  these  lights  were  not 
put  up  only  for  the  benefit  of  shipowners,  but 
to  render  travelling  in  ships  round  the  coast 
quicker  and  safer.  Therefore  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  put  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing the  lights  on  the  shipping. 

Mr.  KERR  could  remember  the  time  when 
there  were  a  great  many  more  sailing  coasters 
along  these  coasts  than  there  were  now,  and  no 
lighthouses  were  wanted  then.  The  people  who* 
were  advocating  the  taking-off  of  the  light- 
dues  were  the  Union  Company,  and  the  fact 
was  that  these  lighthouses  were  built  for  that 
company  specially.  He  hoped  the  Minister  of 
Marine  would  increase  the  dues.  As  for  the 
honourable  member  for  Picton  saying  that, 
these  lights  were  for  the  safety  of  passengers^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  look  after  his- 
own  port,  which  was  the  worst  lighted  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  that  when  the 
"  Tararua  "  went  ashore  on  Waipapapa  Point 
there  was  at  once  a  cry  throughout  the  whole 
colony  that  the  Grovemment  should  put  up  a 
light  there ;  and  so  it  would  be  whenever  a  snip 
was  lost.  There  never  was  a  time  when  there 
were  more  coasters  than  now,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  wise  to  make  all  lights 
and  harbours  free. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  any  honourable 
member  would  move  that  this  vote  be  reduced 
by  £1  it  would  be  taken  as  an  indication  that 
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the  dues  should  be  increased ;  and  he  would 
yote  for  that.  He  did  not  believe  that  if  this 
ohaige  were  put  on  the  shipping  it  would  in- 
•orease  the  rates  of  freight  or  passage-money. 
It  was  sufficient  for  the  colony  to  erect  the 
lighthouses,  and  the  shipping  should  pay  for 
their  maintenance.  The  Union  Company  had 
sufficient  power  in  the  House  at  one  time  to 
l^et  itself  exempted  from  the  property-tax,  and 
no  doubt  it  was  the  influence  of  that  com- 
pany which  was  now  being  used  to  get  rid  of 
these  dues. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  there  was  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  on  both  sides.  He  was  now  getting 
information  from  the  other  colonies,  and  also 
in  connection  with  the  trade  in  New  Zealand, 
and  would  take  the  whole  matter  into  con- 
sideration during  the  recess. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  consider  that, 
whether  they  voted  the  money  or  not,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  one  more  steamer  to 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  sailing-ships  were  charged 
for  lighthouses,  but  those  that  lay  in  the  road- 
steads had  nothing  to  pay. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  he  got  his  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  from  a  paper  by  Sir 
Frederick  Weld,  the  Governor  of  the  Straits 
Settlements,  which  was  read  before  the  Colonial 
Institute. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  was  astonished  at  the 
jremark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
that  there  used  to  be  four  times  the  number 
of  vesRcls  that  now  come  here.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  this  was  a  dead-set  on  the  Union 
Oompany.  He  had  heard  that  company  praised 
by  travellers  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other,  and  their  steamers  were  said  to  be  the 
best-fitted  in  the  world.  The  shareholders  had 
recently  deprived  themselves  of  a  larger  divi- 
dend in  order  to  treat  the  colony  fairly,  and 
now  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  tlieir  income  in 
this  manner.  The  Anchor  Line,  in  Nelson,  was 
a  struggling  company,  and  there  were  many 
other  companies  in  the  same  .position. 

Mr.  KERR  said  he  said,  or  meant  to  say, 
that  there  were  four  times  the  number  of  sailing- 
vessels  that  used  to  come  to  New  Zealand. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Harbour- works,  £100. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE  asked  if  there  was  any 
provision  here  for  deepening  the  Whangarei 
River,  as  promised  by  the  Premier  when  he  was 
in  the  district.  It  was  promised  that  £10,000 
should  be  expended  on  that  work. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  no 
promise  of  the  sort.  There  was  a  proposal 
to  extend  the  railway,  and  the  local  bodies 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  the 
present. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Harbour  defences,  £120,000. 
.    Mr.  ROSS  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
last  year  the  amount  expended  did  not  reach 
^e  amount  voted  by  £87,000. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  liabilities 

extended  over  two  years,  and  the  amount  re- 

^luircd   this    year    was    £1 '20,000.      The    total 

jonount  last  year  was  £^30,000,  but   he  had 

Mr,  Seddon 


stated  that  £200,000  would  be  tniSeiai  fk 
liabilities  were  liabilities  apomwodsexk 
over  three  years,  and,  in  all,  a  som  of 
£800,000  would  be  required  for  haibonzdite 
Yote,  £120,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — GosmiaEBT  Defsscl 
Armed  Constabulary  Field  Focee,  msi| 
agreed  to. 

Class  XI.— Rates  ox  Nathe  Lisdl 
Vote,  £34,500,  agreed  to. 

NORTH   ISLAND  TRUNK  LOiS, 
Class  II. — Public  Wo&ks,  Depasixesil 
Vote,  £3,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Railwats. 

New  works,  construction  and  Isnd-Is 
trunk  line,  Marton-Te  Awamutu,  £130,00(1 

Mr.  BRUCE  noticed  that  only  £58,000  M 
been  expended  out  of  £130,000  voted  Ia£ijEfc 
That  being  so,  he  desired  to  know  hsjm  it  m 
that  statements  had  been  made  thst  th^voi 
unable  to  carry  on  new  works  for  want  i 
funds. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  not  St 
bilities  incurred  to  the  extent  of  £81jOOO,« 
explained  in  the  Pubh'c  Works  Statemat,b6' 
fore  the  vote  was  passed  last  year. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  if  the  liabilities  did  sol 
go  into  this  year's  Ckccounts. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  ths^  did. 

Vote,  £130,000,  agzeed  to. 

Class  VI.— Pubchase  op  Naute  Lasds, 

North  Island. 
Minister  for  Native  Afiairs,  £80,000,  agieedtx 

PUBLIC  WORKS   FUND  (NEW  LOAS). 

Class  II.— Public  Wobks,  Depabubshl.  j 

Minister  for  PubUo  Woiks,  £11,000,  agreed te.  | 

Class  HI.— Railways. 

Extension  north  of  Auckland,  £i,000,  i|R^ 
to. 

Auckland — Doubling  line,  £5,000. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  wished  to  hsTe  iobs 
explcmation  of  the  necessity  for  this  wc*|5l?5 
traffic  through  the  Auckland  Domain  Tbb» 
could  not  be  one-tenth  of  what  went  th29# 
the  Lyttelton  Tunnel,  and  a  single  line  ^ 
found  to  be  sufficient  for  the  txa&c  betw* 
Lyttelton  and  Christchurch. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  rephed  that  ha  W 
explained  this  on  several  prenoos  occaaaj 
and  had  given  detailed  figures  of  the  ooit* 
the  three  alternative  proposals.  There  ws « 
incline  between  the  Auckland  Bailwaj-siabs 
and  Newmarket,  and  the  trsffic  on  ^J^ 
was  increasing  so  rapidly  —  and,  no  dcolr 
would  continue  to  increase — ^that  it  wagabg 
lutoly  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  p9ii| 
and  the  carriage  of  the  traffic  that  *3^ 
line  should  be  oonstruoted.  TheqoesticBiff 
been  under  consideration  for  two  or  tiueefBift 
an  amount  had  been  expended  in  aaw?^ 
ascertain  the  best  means  of  cazijing^i* 
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io,  and  it  was  with  the  view  of  being  able 
Mmmenoe  a  work  that  was  recognized  as 
afisacy  that  the  vote  was  taken, 
[r.  PBACOGK  said  that  from  to-day's  paper 
ppeored  that  the  railway  facilities  for  taking 
sengers  out  to  the  football  match  were  insuf- 
9nt.  On  holidays  and  race-days  the  Railway 
mrtment  entirely  failed  to  afford  sufficient 
bmmodation  to  the  trayelling  public. 
£r.  0*CALLAOHAN  asked  if  an  estimate 
1  been  made  for  the  cost  of  a  double  line 
toad  of  a  loop-line. 

iDr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the  two 
p-lines  surveyed  would  cost  within  £7,000 
£8,000  of  each  other.  Each  would  cost 
ler  £70,000,  and  doubling  the  present  line 
1  estimated  to  cost  £65,000. 
lir.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  it  was  very  clear 
kt  the  present  single  line,  if  doubled,  would 
much  cheaper,  and  would  do  the  work  quite 
tt. 

tfr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  everything  now 
inted  to  the  doubling  of  the  line;  but  they 
aid  do  nothing  without  the  fullest  considera- 
n. 

lir.  DARGAVILLE  pointed  out  that  the 
yp-line  proposed  northwards  out  of  the  city 
»ald  serve  a  population  of  twenty  thousand 
the  suburbs,  and  it  must  be  constructed 
oner  or  later. 

^Ir.  PEACOCK  said  that,  in  addition  to  the 
lestion  of  population,  there  was  the  question 
grade.  The  grade  on  either  of  the  loop-lines 
>ald  be  much  easier  than  by  doubling  the 
esent  line. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  grade  was 
ii  of  much  consequence,  because  beyond 
ther  of  the  loop-lines  the  grade  would  be 
lite  as  steep  as  beyond  the  tunnel. 
Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  did  not  think  very  good 
aeons  had  been  given.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
lat  the  trade  was  increasing;  but  it  was 
tange  that  the  line  only  paid  2}  per  cent, 
they  worked  the  traffic  by  night  as  well  as  by 
irV  he  was  sure  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 
Mr.  LAKE  would  be  very  glad  if  the  honour- 
)ie  member  for  Motueka  were  Minister  for 
ablic  Works,  so  that  the  Waikato  people 
onld  be  able  to  get  night-trains.  It  was  not 
le  Waikato  traffic  which  blocked  the  tunnel, 
nt  the  whole  of  the  Onehunga  traffic,  and  a 
age  amount  of  suburban  traffic. 
Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  pointed  out  that  the 
hole  of  the  Kaipara  timoer-trade  had  to  pass 
rer  this  line. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  moved,  That  the  item, 
Auckland— Doubling  line,  £5,000,"  be  struck 
at. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  that  if  the  line  through  the 
umel  were  doubled  it  would  do  admirably  for 
long  time  to  come.  Something  must  be 
one  to  meet  the  difficulty,  as  it  was  not  safe 
tpresent. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  there  was  evidently 
0  good  reason  for  this  work,  as  every  Auck- 
ina  member  gave  a  different  reason  for  carry- 
m  it  out.  He  hoped  the  Auckland  members 
^  year  would  help  the  Nelson  members  to 
9t  proper  facilities  for  their  traffic.    To  show 


how  badly  off  they  were,  the  passengers  had  to 
get  out  and  push  the  train  up  an  incline. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  vote,  *  Auckland — Doubling  line, 
£5,000,*  be  retained." 

Ayes,  42. 
Atkinson  Kerr  Reese 

Ballance  Lake  Richardson,  E. 

Beetham  Lamaoh  Richardson,  G. 

Bevan  Macarthur         Rolleston 

B.-Bradshaw     McKenzie,  J.     Ross 
Brown  Menteath  Seddon 

Bruce  Moat  Sutter 

ConoUy  Montgomery      Taylor 

Cowan  Moss  Tole 

Dargaville  Newman  Trimble 

Dodson  O'Conor  Walker. 

Gore  O'Rorke  Tellers. 

Grace  Parata  Fraser 

Guinness  Peacock  Thompson,  T. 

Hatch 

Noes,  9. 
Barron  Levestam  Tellers. 

Fulton  O'Callaghan      Hursthouse 

Hislop  •      Samuel.  Turnbull. 

Joyce 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Duncan  Buchanan 

Lance  Bryce 

Steward,  W.  J.         Wilson. 
Majority  for,  38. 
Vote  retained. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  moved,  That  the 
vote,  "  Hamilton-Grahamstown,  £20,000,"  be 
omitted.  That  line  ought  never  to  have  been 
begun,  and  ought  never  to  be,  and  never  would 
be,  finished.  Information  he  had  received  since 
the  Loan  Bill  was  passed  showed  him  that  the 
line  could  never  pay  i  per  cent.,  and,  but  for 
the  late  hour,  he  could  convince  honourable 
members  of  that  by  giving  the  information. 
It  would  entaU  a  liability  of  between  £200,000 
and  £300,000  to  connect  it  with  the  Auckland 
Railway  at  Te  Aroha;  and  he  ventured  to 
predict  that  not  a  single  person  would  travel 
by  that  line  from  the  Thames  to  Auckland 
unless  he  had  a  free  pass,  because  the  dis- 
tance by  rail  was  throe  times  the  distance  from 
Auckland  to  the  Thames  by  sea,  where  com- 
fortable steamers  ran  twice  a  day.  The  Grey 
Government  started  this  line  by  misappropriat- 
ing money,  the  then  Premier  being  a  member 
for  the  Thames ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
the  House  should  continue  the  wrong.  If  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  could  speak  his 
heartfelt  convictions,  he  would  say  that  the  line 
could  not  possibly  pay  for  the  next  quarter  of 
a  century. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*' That  the  vote,  *  Hamilton- Grahamstown^ 
£20,000,'  be  retained." 

Ayes, 
Ballance  Fraser 

Bevan  Gore 

B.-Bradshaw     Guinness 
Dargaville  Hatch 


Lake 
Larnach 
McKenzie,  J. 
Meutcath 
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Hoat  Reese  Tole 

Mofit  Richardson,  E.  Walker. 

Kewman  Ross 

O'Rorke  Sutter  Tellerg. 

Parata  Taylor  Cowan 

Peacock  Thompson,  T.    Grace. 

NOBB,   16. 

Atkinson  Kerr  Trimble 

Barron  Levestom  Tumball. 

Bruce  Macarthur 

Fulton  Montgomery  TeUera. 

Hislop  O'Calloghan  Conollv 

.Joyce  Rolleston  HunsthoUBe. 

P11R8. 
For,  Against. 

Cadman  Pyko 

Duncan  Buchanan 

Lanco  Brjce 

Steward,  W.  J.        Wilson. 
Majority  for,  12. 
Vote  retained. 

Auckland-Hotorua,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 
Napier-Palnicraton,  £40,000. 
Mr,  MACARTHUR  complained. of  the  slow 
rate  of  pro<;nss  of  thia  line.  When  the  Govern- 
ment came  into  cfiice  in  1884  they  made  a  point 
in  the  (iovernor'«  Speech  of  completing  this 
line  and  connecting  the  east  and  west  coasts 
of  the  North  Isln.nd.  That  was  a  very  proper 
decision  to  come  to,  seeing  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  suKiU  mineral-line,  this  was  the 
only  line  that  paid  interest  upon  the  cost  of 
construction.  This  year  it  yielded  a  profit  of 
£4  IBs.  6d.  p«?r  cent.,  and  the  year  before  it 
paid  £4  68.  ptr  cent.,  so  tliat  there  was  every 
lUBtitication  for  the  line  being  completed.  The 
liouse  was  led  to  believe  that  it  would  be  com- 
pleted speedily ;  but  in  the  next  session  the  Go- 
vernment put  on  a  very  small  vote,  the  amount 
being  only  £05,000.  That  amount  was  reduced 
by  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay  ;  but,  irrespective  of  that  circum- 
stance, the  vote  was  so  small  as  to  be  quite 
insufficient  to  allow  of  the  Gorge  contract  being 
let.  This  session  the  Government  declared  as 
their  policy  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  com- 
plete this  railway,  because  it  would  benefit  the 
Wellington-Manawatu  Company.  That  was  a 
peculiar  position  to  be  token  up  by  a  Govern- 
ment whose  policy  for  three  sessions  had  been 
largely  in  the  direction  of  benefiting  private 
railway  companies.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  it  would  be  a  justifiable  reason  if  it  were 
true  that  the  Government,  by  completing  the 
line,  would  increase  the  value  of  the  Welling- 
ion-^Ianawatu  Railway  Company's  line  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  colony  in  the  event  of  the 
Government  wishing  to  purchase  that  line. 
But  such  reasoning  would  not  apply,  because 
tiie  Government  had  the  right  by  Act  to  take 
over  that  line  at  an  arbitrated  price,  not  ex- 
ceeding 7  per  cent,  over  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion, if  the  line  were  taken  over  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  its  completion.  The 
reason  given  by  the  Government  for  not  push- 
ing on  the  line,  therefore,  was  not  a  good  one, 
and  ho  could  only  presume  that  the  Govern- 


ment bad  promised  to  complete  tbs  fin  ki 
cause  they  wanted  support,  and  dai  fti 
anxiety  died  away  when  they  f  oosd  tbi  diy 
were  safe  in  their  seats. 
Vote,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 
WeUisgton-WoodTiUe  line,  £4O,000l 
Greymoatfa>Hokitika,  £-30,000,  sgmdtoi 
Picton  southwards,  £15,000,  agroed  to. 
Upper  Ashburton  Branch,  £8,000,  agneik 
Livingstone  Branch,  £15,000,  sgxeed  to. 
Catlin's  River  Branch,  £18,000,  sgnedtL 
Edendale-Toitois,  £5,000,  agreed  (0. 
Otago  Central,  £87,000.  agreed  to. 
Lnmsden-Mararoa,  £5,000,  agned  to. 
Seaward  Bush,  £6,000,  agreed  to. 
Riversdale-Switzer's  (incIndingassesKBlea 
£13  12s.),  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Additions  to  open  lines,  £93,000,  a^ed  t 
Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  loliisg-fitosk, 
£150.000,  agreed  to. 
Surveys  of  now  lines,  £3,000,  agreed  to. 


Class  XIL 
Charges    and    expenses   of   nusiog  h^. 
£30,000,  agreed  to. 

public  wobss  fund  (vseifssmd 
balance). 
Class  I.—Ministeb  of  IiaiiGRino!r. 

Immigration,  £19,200. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if,  in  view  of  dicaT 
from  the  unemployed,  the  Minister  would  sbiti 
off  anything  from  this  TOte. 

Mr.  BALIiANCE  said  this  did  not  apply  ts 
the  class  from  which  the  unemployfli  « 
drawn.  A  considerable  portion  was  to  iiitw- 
duce  farmers  with  capital.  Fourteen  lafflite 
had  just  been  introduced,  representing  sewB^ 
eight  souls,  who  had  shown  that  they  posessed 
capital  to  the  amount  of  several  ihocsafii 
pounds.  They  had  proved  that  satisiaemj 
to  the  Agent-General  before  part  ci  th^ 
passage-money  was  paid.  With  regard  to  ^ 
nominated  immigrants,  the  GovemiaeDt  i» 
introduced  a  class  of  agricultural  W"'^ 
single  women,  and  divided  families.  ThejbM 
been  careful  not  to  introduce  any  of  the  arlBia 
classes.  Even  those  introduced  under  t» 
nominated-immigrant  system  possessed  capiw- 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  if,  in  view  of  the  ffl^ 
amount  of  immigration,  reductions  could » 
be  made  in  the  immigration  officeis. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Go?cniment  iw 
reducing  them  gradually,  but  it  was  a  diffi^ 
thing  to  discharge  people  who  had  been  »1^ 
time  in  the  service.  He  would  look  into  tte 
matter.  .  .    , 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  how  many  agncd^ 
labourers  it  was  proposed  to  introduce,  li « 
was  proposed  to  introduce  any  more  »^ 
cultural  labourers  ho  would  divide  iiaaos^i 
on  it.  { 

Mr.  TURNBULL  suggested  that,  as  no  u^ 
immigration  was  going  on,  the  vote  fcr^ 
Immigration  Officer  at  Christchurch  migbt« 
reduced.     Would  the  Minister  explain*^, 
the  Dunedin  Immigration  Officer  was?         ! 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Dunedin  mJH- 


ft886.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


70S 


^lation  Offioer  was  in  Scotland  at  present,  to 
bring  cut  crofters.  He  (Mr.  Ballance)  would 
inquire  into  the  Ghristcnuzch  matter,  and  if 
■a  reduction  could  be  made  it  would  be.  He 
might  explain  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  that  nominated  izomigrants  con- 
sisted of  three  classes — ^agricultural  labourers, 
divided  families,  and  single  women.  The 
4Uiemployed  did  not  consist  of  agricultural 
labourers,  but  of  tradespeople  and  denizens  of 
^6  towns.  Agricultural  labourers  were  badly 
wonted  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  There 
was  another  class  of  inmugrants  coming  out — 
Aamely,  farmers  with  capital.  They  had  to 
proye  to  the  Agent-General  that  they  were  pos- 
sessed of  capital ;  and  when  they  arrived  out 
■the  Immigration  Officer  at  the  port  at  which 
they  landed  gave  them  information  as  to  what 
l&nd  was  available,  and  the  quality  of  it,  and 
assisted  them  to  the  utmost.  His  own  opinion 
was  that,  instead  of  the  small  amount  which 
was  now  asked  for  this  purpose,  there  ought  to 
he  £100,000  on  the  estimates  if  public  works 
were  to  be  carried  on  vigorously  and  the  colony 
to  progress. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  Minister  did  not  know 
:tlie  condition  of  the  unemployed.  They  were 
jnen  of  all  classes,  and  it  would  be  cruel  to 
introduce  people  from  England  when  there 
was  so  much  suf  ering  here  now. 

Mr.  BOSS  wanted  to  know  how  the  passage- 
jnoney  of  the  crofters  was  to  be  paid,  as  the 
h£10,000  put  on  the  estimates  last  year  for  that 
pixrpose  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  £10,000  was  to  pay 
the  whole  cost  of  the  passages  of  the  crofters, 
-ajid,  that  having  been  rejected,  they  stood  in 
the  same  position  as  other  immigrants — that 
'was  to  say,  half  their  passage-money  would 
be  paid  bv  the. (Government.  The  Immigration 
Officer  who  had  gone  Home  found  that  they 
*oould  not  afford  to  pay  even  half  the  passage- 
money  ;  but  negotiations  were  going  on  with  the 
Imperial  Government  to  induce  it  to  pay  half 
4he  passage-money,  and,  as  that  Government 
was  anxious  to  assist  in  the  matter  of  emigra- 
^on,  it  was  thought  likely  that  it  would  enter 
into  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Minister  to  state,  if 
immigration  were  stopped  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, how  much  he  would  have  to  provide  to 
jmeet  existing  liabilities.  Last  year  the  vote 
was  reduced  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
•there  was  to  be  no  more  immigration. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  that  there  might  be  a  clear 
understanding  now. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  would  require  £16,000 
-to  meet  existing  obligations. 

I>r.  NEWMAN  then  altered  his  motion  to 
the  efiect  that  the  amount  be  reduced  by 
£1.000. 

Mr.  BEESE  said  the  immigration  question 
'was  a  veiv  serious  one  in  Canterbury.  There 
were  hundreds  of  unemployed  in  Christchuroh 
working  for  8s.  6d.  and  48.  a  day,  simply  to 
keep  themselves  from  starving. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  were  no  agricul- 
tural labourers  on  that  list. 


Mr.  MOAT  said  any  persons  who  wore  will> 
ing  to  work  could  make  a  living  at  tho  gum- 
fields  in  the  Northern  Wairoa.  They  could 
eam  £1 10s.  to  £2  10s.  a  week. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  had  good  authority  for  say- 
ing that  any  number  of  agricultural  iabourei-s 
could  be  got  for  15s..  a  week  and  their  provisions. 

Mr.  MOAT  said  he  had  been  told  by  several 
gum-diggers  that  they  could  eam  their  living 
and  save  money  on  the  gumfields  which  he  had 
referred  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £1,000." 

Ates,  13. 


Barron 

Montgomery 

Tumbull. 

Dargaville 

Peacock 

Gore 

Beese 

Tellers 

Hislop 

Boss 

Moss 

Menteath 

Thompson,  T. 
Noes,  20. 

Newman. 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Samuel 

Ballance 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tolo 

Bruce 

O'Callaghan 

Trimble 

ConoUy 

Parata 

Walker. 

Hatch 

Bichardson,  E 

Tellert. 

Joyce 

Bichardson,  G 

Eraser 

Lake  ' 

BoUeston 

Moat. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Bryce  Lance 

Buchanan  Duncan 

Wilson.  Steward,  W.  J. 

Majority  against,  7. 
Vote,  £19,200,  agreed  to. 
Besolutions  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
tiiree  s'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  13th  August,  1886. 


First  Beadings— Second  Readings— Third  Beadincs— 
Otago  Harbour  Board— Property  ABsesBinent  Bill 
—Settled  liand  Bill— Municipal  CorporationB  Bill 
—Counties  Bill  —  Harbours  Bill— Local  Bodies' 
Loans  Bill— Harbours  Bill— Property -tax  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Bailways  Construction  and  Land  Bill,  District 
Bailways   Purchasing   Bill,   Babbit  Nuisance 
Bill,  Property-tax  Bill,  Public  Bevenues  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 
District  Bailways  Purchasing  Bill,  Public  Be- 
venues Bill,  Bailways  Construction  and  Land 
Bill,  Property-tax  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
District  Bailways  Purchasing  Bill,  Property- 
Assessment  Bill,  Property-tax  Bill,  Public  Be- 
venues Bill. 
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ut^.t*'   Kt..%u   ti  t,ti   hK.'l  ft  ij,'i.>.a^»Ily.    Com- 
\^uttrn  *f  ,ifj.K   U>  \t«i  tAXfA  \ir*'jrA»J:\j  tf*c  same  i 
«M  f/fjv«i*<'   iri'J»vj'J'i*U  in  f  J^1r'l  Vt  thfcir  pro-  | 
j^rf, /      (   |rr.'/iv  ri/i  r'f*»//n  i^r.at/;V';r  why  ar.y  I 
*lif1«f'r.'/!  ►h'/ul']  M'  r/j;i/l/-.     If  a  man  irr.x-'-u.d  ' 
h/?  r/i'/»i'y  in  t:'.t',\t:i.t,u/A  whi'h  hold  land,  tnerf; 
»h'/M.'l  I/'-  i>o  ftiK-'tn  for  i/iaking  any  rLifTor*;ncc 
)ri  tli'i  ttiyin^;  of  it  from   tno  cohc  of  a  man 
wlio  h' I'l  It  tu  \iiiiitU,\y  \   )<:t  tho  company  w 
t/»  !»<•  f,fi/'f|  in  <ifM*'r  on«  of  two  way» — cither 
on    tliM    friitrk't  valuo  of   tho   projKjrty  or  on 
Ih'i  ai/ioiifit  ntati!'!  in  thn  halancuvhhcot.     It  i*f 
UnroaMotiahlo   thiit  it  fihoiild   bo  tuxod  for  the 
ifcinotint  ntatiid  in  i\u'.  hrvianco-Hhcot,  becauHO  a 
ronipany  waritinf{  to  Hill   land  may  K(dl  cither 
fill  i<<rifi«<  or  for  vnuh.     If  an  inrlividiial  wihIioh 
to  ncll  tho  hind  hn  in  taxed  on  tlic  land  for  the 
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I  tn^r-.f  re  frilreihAi  :ir  n^n^r  ^2  i-':?»^ 
over  to  iet  my  hcncura't'.*  inrz:i  ^--^  ^ 
>r-errey.  ani  ihen  m«  can  di?c:s5  ur  cj3 
w.tn  more  inf  ^rmaticn  at  r:ir  di^pcsii  uiE« 
have  At  the  rre^rit  tiine.  I  rsrve.  iri^iae, 
Tf.at  the  deSiie  be  ai'iumed. 

Ti.c-  H:n.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I nisjajdaJ? 
am  vtrv  glad  that  you.  Sir,  have  givtr  la?  ifo- 
»icn  \Thich  you  have  on  tkis  Bill,  and  I  ^^^ 
willing  that  the  debate  be  adjourned.  }^'^ 
like  to  take  the  Conncil  into  myconiJfEceJ 
have  no  secrets  to  conceal  from  them:  acal 
may  sav  that  I  have  had  many  oonTieraccss 
with  ^ir.  Spcrrey  about  this  Bill,  becacse  ^ 
seemed  to  require  a  great  deed  of  iDformiteD, 
as,  indeed,  all  Bills  of  this  kind  require;  as. 
after  receiving  a  good  deal  of  explanation alxffij 
it  from  Mr.  Sperrey,  he  informed  me  that  w* 
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n  of  the  word  "  company"  which  is  in 

*    docs  not  meet  the  point  which  he 

'O  get  hold  of ;  and  therefore  it  was  sug- 

that,  as  this  was  not  a  Bill  that  could 

ided  by  the  Cooncil,  a  message  should 

from  the  Governor  to    amend    that 

>n.     I  will  have  the  amendments  ready 

evening,  and  in  the  meantime  I  hope 

oarable  friend  will  place  me  in  posses- 

any  amendments  he  intends  to  move, 

I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  conferring 

~  >e  department  on  the  matter. 

wte  adjourned. 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL. 
Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved,  That 
ancU  agree  with  the  amendments  made 

-  House  of  Kepresentatives  in  the  Settled 
~     Bill.     Some  of  them  were  merely  verbal 

unents,  and  he  would  just  mention  those 
were  of  ajiy  importance.  As  he  had 
when  he  introduced  the  Bill,  the  two 
important  clauses  were  3  and  7.  Clause 
•ided  that  the  tenant  for  lifo  might  sell 
-.Old  or  part  thereof,  and  the  House  of 
.sentatives  had  added  the  words  "with 
tnsent  of  the  Court.'*  He  did  not  think 
was  any  advantage  to  the  Bill ;  but,  at 

~  Ame  time,  he  did  not  propose  to  dissent 
it. 
J  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  the  father  of 

"_  Jill  had  informed  them,  when  he  intro- 
1  the  Bill,  that  they  must  have  tlie  Bill  in 
condition  or  nothing  else ;  and  yet  it  had 
fgone  many  important  amendments. 
e   Hon.   Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  never 

JO. 

e  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  the  honour- 
gentleman  did  not  say  that  in  so  many 
'  8,  but  it  was  to  that  effect.    The  power 
'  lortgagc  had  been  struck  out  of  the  Bill, 
lad  expected  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
Mn  the  difference  between  this  Bill  and  the 
which  had  been  introduced.    It  might  be 
ly  good  Bill  as  it  stood  now,  and  it  had 
1  deprived  of  a  great  many  clauses  which 
bought  were  very  objectionable ;  but  he  was 

-  it  would  give  a  great  deal  of  employment 
he  lawyers  in  the  future.  It  was  provided 
^,  after  soiling  the  land,  the  money  should 
nvested  in  a  certain  way  ;  but  this  had  been 
'red,  and  it  was  now  provided  that,  if  the 
Ator  "  willed  "  that  the  money  should  not  be 
ssted  in  land,  this  could  not  be  done.  It 
i  not,  however,  his  intention  to  make  many 
ections  to  the  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be 
ter  to  discuss  the  amendments  in  Commit - 
of  the  Whole ;  but,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 

Ji  in  charge  of  the  Bill  preferred  to  give  the 
ttncil  an  explanation  of  the  clauses  one  by 
e,  ho  was  ready  to  fall  in  with  that  course. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  IkllLLER  said  he  was  quite 
re  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  only 
)  glad  to  give  the  desired  explanations :  in 
-t,  he  was  proceeding  to  do  so.  His  honour- 
•Ic  friend  Mr.  Robinson  knew  perfectly  well 
lat  the  alterations  were :  they  were  quite 
»'nou8  to  any  one  who  had  taken  the  trouble 
'  wad  the  Order  Paper.    The  gist  of  them  was 
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that  the  operation  was  to  be  performed  with 
the  consent  of  the  Court.  That  was  an  amend- 
ment which,  he  thought,  would  commend  itself 
to  the  approval  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved.  That 
the  amendments  made  in  clause  3  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  wanted  to  know 
whether  there  would  be  any  finality  about 
applying  for  the  consent  of  the  Court.  If  an 
application  was  refused,  how  often  might  the 
applicant  go  to  the  Court  ?  Could  he  go  c^ain 
and  again  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— At  whose  expense 
is  it  to  be  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— At  his  own. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  thci  ;  was 
no  doubt  that  this  was  an  excellent  lawyers' 
Bill.  He  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  really 
certain  that  these  applications  to  the  Court 
would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  applicants,  or 
whether  the  costs  would  be  charged  against 
the  estate. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  that  costs 
were  always  awarded  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Then  it  is  not 
clear  that  it  is  to  come  from  the  tenant  for 
life? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Then  who  is  to 
pay  for  it? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  an  ap- 
plication might  be  dismissed,  and  the  applicant 
would  have  to  pay.  The  Court  would  exercise 
its  discretion  as  to  who  should  pay  and  what 
the  amount  should  be. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved,  That 
the  amendment  in  clause  7  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  was  very  sorry 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  decided  to 
accept  the  amendment  with  regard  to  invest- 
ment in  securities  on  land  or  in  real  securities. 
It  seemed  that  **  real  securities"  actually  meant 
freehold  land;  but  another  term  was  used — 
"  on  land,"  which  showed  that  "  land  "  meant 
something  else.  It  might  mean  Maori  land, 
or  leasehold  land,  or  land  in  some  other  part 
of  the  world.  If  "real  security"  meant  free- 
hold land,  what  was  the  necessity  for  this  in 
the  Bill  ?  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  consent  to  have  this  struck  out.  It 
would  make  the  clause  clearer. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  the 
next  amendment  that  had  been  made  was  the 
insertion  of  a  new  clause.  He  wished  to  remind 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  that  all  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  in  the  direction  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  desires,  and  he 
(Sir  F.  Whitakor)  was  rather  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand why  the  honourable  member  was  oppos- 
ing them.  However,  ho  could  please  himself 
about  that.  The  new  clause  provided  that  it 
should  not  be  lawful  for  any  trustee  or  tenant 
for  life  to  invest  the  capital-money  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land  where,  by  the  terms  of  the  settle- 
ment, such  was  prohibited.    He  looked  upon 
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that  as  a  piece  of  supererogation  entirely.  But 
he  would  ask  the  Council  to  accept  the  Bill  in 
the  form  in  which  it  was  returned  to  them 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  having  a  Con- 
ference. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  hoped  the  new 
clause  would  not  he  agreed  to.  It  was  wholly 
unnecessary.  It  raised  a  douht  that  had  never 
heen  raised  before. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  whole  of  the  amendments  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  brought  up  the 
following  report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Free 
Conference  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
to  confer  with  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  subject  of  amendments  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill : — 

*'The  Managers  of  the  Free  Conference  on 
the  Bill  intituled  *  The  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  1886/  have  the  honour  to  report  that 
they  have  come  to  the  following  agreement — 
namely : — 

"1.  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  sections  185  and  137 
shall  not  be  insisted  on  by  the  Legislative 
Council. 

*'  2.  That  the  jproviso  eidded  by  the  Legislative 
Council  to  section  219  shall  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  'separate  rates  or'  as 
suggested  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

**  8.  That  the  amendment  made  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  section  182  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

**  4.  That  the  amendment  made  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  the  First  Schedule  shall  not 
be  insisted  on  by  the  Legislative  Council." 

Report  agreed  to. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Free  Conference  on  the  subject  of 
amendments  in  the  Counties  Bill : — 

"  The  Managers  of  the  Free  Conference  on 
the  Bill  intituled  *The  Counties  Act,  1886,' 
have  the  honour  to  report  that  they  have  come 
to  the  following  agreement— namely : — 

"1.  That  the  Legislative  Council  does  not 
insist  upon  its  amendment  in  section  157. 

**  2.  That  the  following  clause  be  substituted 
for  clause  195  as  amended  by  the  Legislative 
Council : — 

"  *  If  the  number  of  votes  given  for  the  pro- 
posal within  the  several  ridings  taken  together 
IS  not  less  than  three-fifths  of  the  total  number 
of  votes  given  at  the  poll  to  be  taken  as  afore- 
said, and  if  one-third  in  number  of  the  rate- 
payers vote  in  favour  of  the  proposal,  and  the 
number  so  voting  are  entitled  to  more  than 
-one- third  in  number  of  the  votes  which  can  be 
-exercised  by  the  whole  number  of  ratepayers, 
then,  and  not  otherwise,  the  resolution  in  favoar 
of  the  propos.U  shall  be  deemed  to  be  carried, 
and  the  Council  may  proceed  with  the  proposal 
accordingly;  but,  if  not,  then  the  resolution 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  rejected,  and  the  Council 
fihall  not  so  proceed.'  " 

Agreed  to. 

Ho7i,  Sir  F,  }¥hUa1t§r 


HARBOURS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  WILSOK, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock  was  appointed  a  ManagK 
for  the  Council  at  the  Free  Conference  on  thii 
Bill,  in  place  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  brought  up  the  ie|xiit 
of  the  Free  Conference  on  the  Local  Bodies 
Loans  Bill.  It  set  forth  that  the  Managers  had 
been  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  should  like  to 
say,  in  reference  to  this,  without  making  any 
motion,  that,  as  instructed  by  the  CouncU,  the 
Managers  on  their  behalf  insisted  on  retaiiuBg 
the  majority-clause  in  the  Bill — ^that  is,  tiie 
clause  requiring  that  upon  every  poll  of  the 
ratepayers  for  the  raising  of  a  loan  theze  shall 
be  recorded  a  majority  of  the  number  of  latfr- 
payers  on  the  roll. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  brought  up  the  n- 
port  of  the  Free  Conference  on  the  Harbonis 
Bill,  to  the  effect  that  the  Managers  'had  been 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement.  He  nid 
the  point  at  issue  was  a  very  small  one,  and  ik 
was  the  intention  of  the  other  branch  of  tba 
Legislature  to  ask  for  a  second  Conference. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

On  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Property-tax  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said,— Sir.  I  fed  very 
strongly  with  regard  to  the  provision  in  this 
Bill  inflicting  a  10-per-cent.  penalty  on  those 
who  neglect  to  pay  the  tax ;  and,  if 'we  cannot 
alter  this  Bill,  I  should  like  the  Council  to  ex- 
press its  strong  sense  of  the  injustice  of  this,  by 
recording  its  protest.  If  in  order,  I  shall  move, 
when  the  Bill  goes  through,  that  we  send,  with 
the  Bill,  a  message  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  pointing  out  the  injustice  of  the 
provision. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— A  fsnaX 
many  people  have,  apparently,  paid  this  10  per 
cent.  I  think,  therefore,  we  should  go  fuither, 
and  ask  that  it  be  returned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAN  TELL.— The  proper 
way  to  deal  with  this  matter  would  be,  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  to  enter  a  protest 
against  this  provision;  and  it  will  be  quite 
competent  for  those  members  who  are  presnt 
when  the  question  is  put  to  join  in  the  protest 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  think  it  wooid 
be  a  most  injudicious  thing  to  send  out  sack 
a  protest.  It  might  be  considered  a  breach  d 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  The  proper  place 
to  enter  the  protest  is  in  the  Jouxnsds  of  the 
Council.  I  may  say  I  remember  an  Honoaraiik 
gentleman  entering  his  protest  in  this  Gousd] 
on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  Wellingu^ 
Manawatu  Railway  Company  Bill  ivas  beIcA 
the  Council.  The  Bill  passed  through,  esd 
the  very  next  day  that  honourable  gentlezaa 
went  and  took  ten  thoussmd  pounds'  wotucf, 
shares  in  the  company.  That  was  the  wm?  he 
seconded  his  protest.  I  repeat  that  it  wKili 
be  injudicious  to  adopt  the  course  thatis9|> 
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«d»  and  I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 

i  not  to  press  the  matter. 

he  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  thmk  it  would 

b  very  good  suggestion  that  the  10  per  cent. 

lid  be  distributed  as  a  bonus  among  those 

K)ns  who  have  paid. 

[otion  agreed  to. 

ho  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 

b  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


)USE    OF    EBPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  13th  August,  1886. 

»nd  Beading— Third  Beading— Owhaoko  and  Kai- 
man&wa-Oruamatua  Beinvestigation  of  Title  Bill 
—Harbours  Bill— Clutha  Floating  Flour-milla— 
Clutha  Gold- Mangatu  Block— New  Ooiuea— 
Census  Bub -enumerators— Police  Uniforms— 
Gaol  Warders  and  Gaolers— Gaols— Dunedin 
Gaol  Warder— Manukan  Heads  Lights— Waikawa 
and  Rankiebum  Lands  — Wax  vestas— Babbit 
Nuisance— Bailway  Management— Seal-flshery- 
Burnett  and  Yule  — Stark's  Property— Village 
SetUements-Babbit  BUl-Pnblic  Bevenues  BUI 
— Proporty-tax  Bill  — Bepresentation  Bill— Pro- 
perty Assessment  Bill  —  Harbours  Bill— liocal 
Bodies'  Loans  Bill  —  Counties  Bill  — Municipal 
Cor|K>ration8  Bill— Legislative  Expenditure— 
Supply.  

)£r.  Spslakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
lock. 

Pbatebs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Railwayfi  Authorization  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Railways  Confitruction  and  Land  Bill. 

KTHAOKO  AND  K AIMANAWA  -  ORUAMA- 
TUA  REINVESTIGATION  OF  TITLE 
BILL. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  brought  up  the  following 
port  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
quire  into  the  Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa- 
ruamatua  Reinvestigation  of  Title  Bill : — 
'*The  Committee  have  the  honour  to  report 
at  they  have  perused  and  examined  the  Bill, 
id  the  memorandum  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert 
out  annexed  thereto,  and  the  petition  of  Mr. 
anton,  and  have  taken  evidence,  and  have 
Mffd  Mr.  Bell,  of  counsel  for  Messrs.  Fenton 
id  Rogan. 

'*  I.  With  regard  to  the  lands  called  Owhaoko 
0. 1,  Owhaoko  No.  2,  and  Owhaoko,  it  appears 
lat  a  rehearing  was  ordered,  as  alleged  in  the 
Bt  paragraph  of  the  preamble  to  the  Bill,  and 
mt  no  such  rehearing  ever  took  place.  It  also 
>pear8  from  the  evidence  that  some,  at  least, 
I  the  parties  who  had  applied  for  a  rehearing 
id  not  intend  that  their  application  should  bo 
ithdrawn. 

'^2.  The  Committee  are  therefore  of  opin- 
•n  that  there  should  be  a  rehearing  with  re- 
ject to  Owhaoko  No.  1,  Owhaoko  No.  2,  and 
whaoko. 

"3.  With  regard  to  the  Kaimanawa-Orua- 
lAtua  land,  it  appears  that  on  the  hearing  a 
itnees,  Noa  Huko,  stated  that  '  Natives  not 


{)resent  had  a  claim;  that  the  people  then, 
iving  on  the  land  had  a  claim.'  But,  after 
endeavouring,  without  success,  to  ohtain  horn 
Noa  Huke  and  Renata  the  names  of  Natives 
other  than  were  put  in  the  memorial  of  owner- 
ship, the  Court,  notwithstanding  Noa  Hnke's 
evidence,  made  an  order  in  favour  of  five  Na- 
tives only.  Two  of  the  absent  Natives  have 
been  examined,  and  another  has  heen  repre- 
sented hy  his  son,  before  the  Conunittee.  Tney 
object  to  Renata  being  made  a  part-owner  witn 
them,  and  also  complain  that  the  hearing  was 
held  in  their  absence.  It  is  stated  by  them 
that  they  had  only  three  days'  notice,  which 
appears  to  the  Committee  to  have  been  un- 
reasonably short.  It  is,  however,  material  that 
an  application  for  a  rehearing  was  received  and 
considered  but  refused  by  Sir  Donald  McLean, 
apparently  on  the  ground  that  the  Natives  had 
•  had  sufficient  time  to  appear. 

"  4.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a 
primd  facie  case  for  a  rehearing  has  been  made 
out  in  the  case  of  the  Eaimanawa-Oruamatua 
Block. 

"  5.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  pro- 
vision should  be  made,  in  gx»nting  a  rehearing 
in  respect  of  any  of  the  said  blocks,  that  the 
rights  of  the  lessees  respectively  should  not  be 
prejudiced. 

"6.  The  memorandum  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
Robert  Stout  would  appear  to  have  conveyed 
to  Mr.  Fenton  the  impression  that,  in  coming 
to  the  decisions  tiiat  he  did,  he  was  actuated 
by  improper  motives ;  and  that  he  had  been 
influenced  by  friendship,  and  had  unduly 
favoured  certain  parties.  The  Committee  have 
to  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  evidence  to  show  any  such  partiality  or 
favouritism  on  the  part  of  either  Mr.  Fenton 
or  Mr.  Rogan ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  in  his  second  memorandum  (page  81), 
states  that  he  at  least  did  not  intend  to  charge 
corrupt  conduct. 

**  7.  Several  serious  charges  have  been  made 
against  Dr.  Bullcr  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry, 
as  to  which,  that  gentleman  being  absent  smd 
unrepresented,  the  Committee  offer  no  opinion. 

"  8.  There  has,  no  doubt,  been  much  irregu- 
larity in  the  proceedings  of  the  Native  Land 
Court ;  but  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  not  be  right  to  judge  that  Court  by 
such  a  strict  standard  as  might  fairly  be  applied 
to  other  Courts. 

"  9.  That,  from  the  evidence,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Fenton,  in  addition  to  the  work  which 
devolved  on  him  as  Chief  Judge  of  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court,  performed  various  executive 
duties ;  and  he  states  that  his  letters  and  tele- 
grams referred  to  in  the  memorandum  of  the 
Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stout  were  written  in  his 
executive  capacity." 

Mr.  PERE  wished  to  make  some  remarks 
in  regard  to  this  land.  He  hoped  that  the  titles 
to  this  land  would  not  be  broken  up  or  invali- 
dated, but  he  would  like  to  see  that  those  few 
people  mentioned  by  Noa  Huke  who  had  been 
left  out  of  the  title  should  have  their  names 
inserted.  If  the  whole  title  to  this  land  was 
"ippcd  up,  then  all  sorts  of  people  would  com^ 
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forward  and  mannfActure  claimi  to  the  land. 
He  made  this  sugge&tion  for  the  cooaideratinn 
of  the  GoTcnuncnt  and  the  House. 

HARBOURS  BILL, 

Mr.  LARNACU.— May  I  ask,  Sir,  if  jon  have 
iDiuie  ap  your  mind  as  to  the  position  that  the 
Maimgen  have  been  placed  in,  as  mentioned 
pn.v]out>lv,  in  regard  to  the  Conference  on  the 
Harbours' Bill? 

Mr.  SPKAKKK.  — It  appear*  to  me,  from 
what  viSM  stated  in  the  House  yesterday,  that 
that  Conference  broke  up  on  a  mLsunderstand- 
ing  that  all  the  Managers  had  agreed  to  a  re- 
port. That  mi^unde^itanding  having  arisen,  I 
think  the  Conhrtnce  ought  to  reassemble  as 
soon  an  poshiblt*,  and  come,  if  potv^ible,  to  a 
decision  unaniniuuslv,  which  they  could  report 
to  the  HuU2M.  i'rubdbly  the  Minister  of  Alines 
will  tr>-  to  get  the  Conference  reassembled 
during  the  adjouruTnent,  and  then  the  Con- 
ference might  report  whether  it  had  agreed  to 
a  report,  or  could  not  come  to  an  agreement: 
if  it  could  not  agree,  it  would  then  be  open  for 
this  liuuse  to  ask  for  a  fresh  Conference. 

Mr.  I.AKNACH.— What.  Sir,  would  be  the 
position,  supposing  any  of  the  Managers  for 
either  Houhi*  have  gone  away  ? 

Mr.  SPKAKKK. — If,  from  any  cause,  the 
^lanagirs  appointed  cannot  be  got  together, 
that  can  be  reported,  and  it  would  then  be 
open  to  us  to  ask  for  a  fresh  Conference. 

Mr.  MAC.ANDREW.— I  may  as  well  say  at 
once,  as  one  of  the  Managers,  that  I  cannot 
agree  and  I  will  not  agree  to  abrogating  the 
privilt'^^fs  of  this  House,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  better  to  appoint  some  one  else  at  once  in 
my  place. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  do  not  think  we  can  ap- 
point other  Mana'^ers  until  the  existing  Con- 
ference has  reported  either  that  it  has  agreed 
or  disagreed,  or  that  it  cannot  be  got  together. 

CLUTHA  FLOATING  FLOUR-MILLS. 

ilr.  PYKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  afford  facilities  for  the  erection  of 
HoiUing  flour-mills  on  the  Clutha  River,  and 
what  encoura^^'cment  they  will  give  to  such 
enterjirise  ?  Some  persons  proposed  to  under- 
take this  enter))tisc,  which  would  be  of  great 
value.  Those  floating  flour-mills  would  go  up 
the  river  from  its  source  to  a  hundred  miles 
inland,  grinding  wlir-at  at  the  various  farms, 
and  bO  saving  a  Inrgo  amount  of  cost  to  the 
settlers.  As  the  eiittirprise  would  involve  a 
very  eonsiderable  outlay,  those  proposing  to 
undertake  it  were  naturally  anxious  to  be 
secured  for  a  certain  period,  so  as  to  render 
the  investment  of  cnpital  a  safo  one.  He  hoped 
the  (W)vernment  would  deal  with  the  matter 
carefully,  so  as  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
district. 

Mr.  LARNACH  saw  no  objection  to  giving 
thcso  people  who  might  wish  to  embark  in 
floating  flour-mills  the  same  privileges  as  to 
such  class  of  flour-mills  as  had  been  granted  to 
other  persons  for  floating  gold-dredging  ma- 
chinery, but  limiting  the  area  of  water. 

Mr.  PYKE  did  not  think  the  honourable 
Mr.  Pere 


gentleman  understood  the  qiie8tKatti&.  Tk 
dredges  only  went  about  a  mUe  m  tie 
while  these  mills  woold  require  to  go  iki 
a  hundred  miles. 

CLUTHA  GOLD. 
Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Govenusent  Ite 
oottcessions  they  are  prepared  to  gnfit  kfc 
encouragement  of  companies  desizngtoi^d 
the  bed  of  the  Clutha  Biver  for  g^  as 
an  extensive  scale,  hy  the  aid  of  costl; » 
chinery  ?  A  great  deal  of  gold  wu  kopis 
to  exist  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  a  ooem 
had  been  formed  in  London  with  a  ctp^tf 
£12,000  to  work  the  original  bed.  He  oii 
*'  original,"  because  in  die  proees  of  tai; 
since  gold  had  been  discovered  in  tlie  nsic^ 
a   large    amount    of   debris^   partly  eossa 


ing  of  tailings  and  partly  of  ] 
down  by  floods,  had  ooTered  portkas  d  ^ 
original  bed  of  the  river  to  a  great  dsfg. 
The  object  of  the  company  was,  by  the  ni 
improved  machinery,  to  work  the  ongizal  hU 
and  thereby  recover  the  many  tons  ci§^ 
lying  buried  underneath.  The  mani^erdtfii 
company  was  a  Dunstan  miner,  and  was  is* 
in  Dunedin,  and  effective  machinezy  «si  a 
the  way,  and  he  thought  there  was  BOt&ii$ 
to  prevent  them  getting  gold  along  the  ziiB- 
bed.  The  river  was  two  hnndnd  miki  a 
length  from  the  lakes.  Twelve  ordinazydidgES 
had  been  successfully  in  operation  far  sse 
time  recovering  gold,  and  they  had  bnsgfalt 
great  amount  of  gold  to  the  light  of  daj.  H 
this  proposed  company  was  successful  in  irai- 
ing  on  a  large  scale  it  would  be  a  great  beceft 
to  the  country.  Others  would,  no  doubt,  fallw. 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  wonld  do  tliar 
utmost  to  promote  such  a  desirable  object 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  honourable  geatfc- 
man  was  well  aware  that  himself  and  ofnv 
others,  about  fifteen  in  number,  of  honooa^ 
members  interested  in  the  development  ol  tl)» 
goldfields,  had  requested  the  Govenunait,  fcj 
petition  or  letter,  to  put  a  sum  of  money  oflt^ 
estimates  for  this  purpose,  and  after  coo»:i^ 
tion  the  Government  had  decided  to  pai  ^ 
a  sum  on  the  estimates  as  would  be  a&as^ 
to  meet  the  case,  and  leave  the  matter  to  tti 
decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PYKE  said  he  did  not  want  a  pencyp* 
on  the  •  estimates.  What  he  wanted  to  b»t 
was,  what  concessions  and  advantages  ^ 
Government  were  prepared  to  give  to  & 
company. 

MANGATU  BLOCK. 
Llr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Vfheti^ 
they  will  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  t» 
Native  Affairs  Committee  in  regard  to  the  p^ 
tion  of  Peti  Taihuka  and  others,  in  reftieae 
to  the  Mangatu  No.  1  Block,  Cook  Countj,  «^ 
have  full  inquiries  made  into  the  matter?  ^ 
was  a  matter  of  more  importanco  than  mip 
appear  on  its  face,  and  he  trusted  tbfttts 
Government  would  say  that  they  would,  dunaj 
the  recess,  make  a  careful  inquiry  throngo  tt* 
officers  they  had  in  that  part  of  the  cocn'Jt, 
so  that  their  report  might  be  before  the  Hc:^ 
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session.  It  would  open  up  a  very  large 
tion,  he  believed ;  but,  without  now  going 
aer  into  the  matter,  he  would  ask  the  60- 
jnent  to  get  a  careful  and  impartial  in- 
Y  made. 

X.  BAXjLANCE  said,  Yes ;  an  inquiry  would 
lade  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the 
imittee. 

NEW  GUINEA. 
r.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government, 
ether  they  will  take  steps  during  the  re- 
I  to  stop  tbe  yearly  contribution  of  £2,669 
ards  the  government  of  a  part  of  New 
nea  ?  He  considered  it  a  waste  of  money, 
Q  which  the  colony  got  no  benefit  whatever. 
saw  no  reason  why  Now  Zealand  colonists 
old  bo  taxed  for  this  waste  of  money,  as 
re  was  no  coimection  between  New  Zealand 

New  Guinea. 

ir  R.  STOUT  did  not  see  what  was  to  be 
I  about  this  matter.  The  arrangement  had 
n  that  the  colony  should  contribute  for 
ee  years,  and  two  years'  portions  had  already 
n  voted.  The  agreement  was  limited  to 
ee  years,  and  in  the  meantime  he  did  not 

thai  they  could  say  anything. 
ir.  PITZHEKBERT  did  not  think  the 
rwer  wholly  satisfactory,  and  did  not  know 
y  New  Zealand  should  spend  money  for  an 
ect  in  which  it  had  no  interest.  He  would 
^e  the  adjournment  of  the  House  to  enable 
nre  to  be  said  on  the  matter. 
ilr.  SP£AKEB  said  the  adjournment  of  the 
tuse  could,  of  course,  be  moved,  but  the 
Dourable  member  would  not  thus  enable 
nseif  to  speak  to  the  matter  of  the  contri- 
tion to  the  government  of  New  Guinea,  as 
smbers  on  discussing  the  question  of  adjoum- 
j  the  House  were  debarred  from  referring  to 
B  order  of  the  day  for  the  Committee  of 
pply,  which  covered  the  vote  towards  the 
remment  of  New  Guinea. 

CENSUS  SUB-ENUMERATORS. 
Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Government, 
they  are  aware  that  the  census  sab-enume- 
Lors  have  not  been  paid  ;  and,  if  so,  when  will 
e  payments  be  made  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  said  these  men  could  not  be  paid 
itil  their  work  was  checked ;  but,  as  a  matter 
fact,  all  had  now  been  paid  except  one,  and 
this  case  the  superior  officer,  believing  there 
u  an  overcharge,  had  not  certified,  and  he  he- 
lved the  dispute  had  not  yet  been  settled. 

POLICE  UNIFORMS. 
Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
he  will,  next  year,  make  such  provision  that 
>lloe- officers  are  put  on  the  same  footing 
\  prison-officers  so  feir  as  the  allowance  for 
auorm  is  concerned,  or  advocate  the  saving  of 
te  £650  now  voted  for  the  latter,  which  same 
)nces8ion  is  not  made  to  the  former?  His 
bject  was  to  ascertain  if  the  Minister  would, 
oring  the  recess,  endeavour  to  bring  about  an 
lualization  in  this  matter  in  the  two  depart- 
Lents.  At  present  there  was  no  equalization : 
1  fact,  there  was  very  great  inequality.    This 


system  of  giving  uniforms  to  the  officers  of  one 
department  was  a  new  thing  that  had  arisen 
since  the  abolition  of  the  provinces. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  complaints  had  been  made  by  the  police 
on  the  subject  of  the  pay  they  received,  which 
was  supposed  to  include  uniforms.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  portion  of  the  men  had  com- 
plained at  all.  The  men  knew  on  joining  that 
it  was  so ;  and  to  give  the  police  uniforms  would 
mean  an  addition  to  their  present  pay,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  colony  was  called  on  to 
give  that  at  the  present  time. 

GAOL  WARDERS  AND  GAOLERS. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, — 
(1.)  Does  the  allowance  now  paid  in  some  in- 
stances to  warders  residing  within  the  precincts 
of  the  gaols,  of  £20  per  annum,  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  Gaols  Report,  1876  (I.-4), 
where  it  recommends  that  this  allowance 
should  only  be  paid  where  it  is  impossible  to 
provide  quarters :  thus  giving  some  the  extra 
advantage  of  prison  servants,  bedding,  cutlery, 
table-linen,  &c.,  causing  the  expenditure  in  all 
of  £1,640,  as  per  estimates  ?  (2.)  How  is  it  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  Gaols  Committee, 
1878,  to  be  found  in  Appendices  of  that  year 
(I .-4),  is  not  adhered  to,  and  is  being  exceeded, 
so  far  as  concerns  the  advances  to  first-class 
gaolers  for  each  year  of  service  for  twenty  years 
being  in  some  instances  now  £10,  instead  of  £5 
as  recommended  in  that  r»^.port  ?  He  put  this 
question  with  a  view  of  bringing  before  the  Go- 
vernment the  necessity  of  economy  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  especially  as  the  country  was  at  the 
present  time  calling  out  for  it ;  and  he  wished 
to  fix  especially  on  the  mind  of  the  Minister  the 
fact  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Gaols 
Conmfiittee  in  1878  should  be  still  carried  out, 
and  that  the  treatment  of  officers  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony  should  be  uniform. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Gaols  Committee  were 
adopted  by  the  House ;  but  it  did  not  appear 
that  they  had  been,  or  that  the  Government 
had  been  instructed  to  carry  them  out.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  the  recommendations 
had,  in  the  main,  been  carried  out.  As  to  the 
proposal  that  men  should  reach  the  maximum 
of  salary  in  twenty  years,  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable, on  further  information  being  obtained, 
that  they  should  reach  it  in  ten  years.  An  in- 
crease of  £10  per  annum  was  therefore  given  in 
the  first-class  prisons,  where  the  long-sentenced 
prisoners  were  detained,  and  where  there  was 
greater  responsibility,  and  £5  in  gaols  of  the 
second  class. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  in  order  to  enable  him  to  ask  why  there 
was  a  difference  in  the  rates  of  pay  between  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony.  He  maintained  that 
there  should  be  a  uniform  rate  of  payment 
throughout  the  colony;  but  he  was  given  to 
understand  by  correspondence  that  he  ha.d  re- 
ceived that  this  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  rates  of  pay  varied  of 
course  according  to  the  class  of  gaol ;  but  ha 
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intended  to  oonaidcr  the  question  daring  the 
leoeis. 
Motion  for  ftdjoamment  negatived. 

GAOLS. 
Kr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If, 
during  the  recess,  he  will  examine  into  the  cost 
of  the  Gaol  Department,  with  the  view  of  ez- 

Elaining  why  m  New  Zealand  the  cost  per 
ead  per  ■.nTiwm  of  each  prisoner  is  £53  98.  9d., 
whilst  in  Victoria  it  is  £38  19s.  7d.  ?  There 
seemed  to  him  to  be  another  source  of  economy 
open  here.  He  should  not  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  the  department,  for  he  thought  that 
was  an  improvement  upon  what  it  formerly 
was ;  but  he  did  not  see  why  there  should  be 
this  disparity  between  the  cost  here  and  that 
in  Victoria.  It  was  true  that  it  was  the  gross 
cost  that  was  spoken  of,  and  that,  if  they  took 
into  consideration  the  net  cost,  as  shown  by  the 
returns  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  there  would  be  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  cost  of  the  New  Zealand  prisons.  Still, 
he  must  recommend  a   continuance    of   the 

Slicy  of  economy,  and  he  believed  that,  b^ 
e  careful  utilization  of  the  labour  of  pn- 
soners,  the  cost  might  be  very  much  reduced. 
He  was  anxious  that  honourable  members 
should  not  leave  this  session  without  showing 
the  Government  where  economy  could  be  ex- 
crciHcd  in  various  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  respective  costs  of  the 
prisons  in  Victoria  and  New  Zealand  last  year 
were — for  Victoria  £39  13s.  5d.  per  head,  and 
for  New  Zealand  £53  9s.  9d.  In  Victoria  there 
were  eleven  prisons,  which  contained,  taking 
the  daily  average,  1,434  prisoners,  whilst  in 
New  Zealand  there  were  thirteen  prisons,  and 
only  616  prisoners,  taking  the  daily  average. 
It  was  manifest  that  small  prisons  cost  pro- 
portionately far  more  than  large  ones.  The 
secret  of  the  high  cost  in  New  Zealand  as 
compared  with  Victoria  was  that,  while  they 
had  far  fewer  prisoners  here,  there  were  more 
prisons  kept  for  their  detention  than  in  Vic- 
toria. He  might  mention  that  the  cost  per 
head  in  the  Invercargill  Gaol  was  £99  18s.  lOd., 
as  against  £41  7s.  9d.  in  Auckland.  As  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  so  ramjyant  for 
economv 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  introduce  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  TOLE  was  merely  going  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  suggestion  plainly 
pointed  to  the  advisableness  of  closing  the 
invercargill  Gaol.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  prepared  to 
support  that.  He  would  further  sa^  that  the 
comparison  between  certain  gaols  m  Victoria 
and  in  New  Zealand  stood  thus :  In  the  Castle- 
maine  Gaol,  where  there  were  eighty -five 
prisoners,  taking  the  daily  average  in  all  cases, 
the  cost  was  £o3  17s.  5d. ;  while  at  the  Wel- 
lington Terrace,  where  there  were  seventy-nine 
prisoners,  the  cost  was  £48  8s.  9d.  In  Port- 
land, where  there  were  twenty-two  prisoners, 
the  cost  was  £85  2s.  4d. ;  while  in  Napier, 
^here  the  number  of  prisoners  was  twenty- 
Mr.  ToU 


seven,  the  ooet  was  £50  178. 9d.   Thoa  dai 
showed  that  in  the  smaller  prisooi  (be 
less  in  New  Zealand  than  it  was  in  Tidsa, 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  if  he  had  ri^ 
stood  the  Minister  to  say  that  Invocuffilm 
the  most  erpensive  gaol  in  New  ZeshBd. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  he  had  not  nii  s; 
but  it  ranked  second  in  that  rspeek.  Hf » 
lieved  that  Hokitika  was  the  most  exposa 

DUNEDIN  GAOL  WARDER 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  of  hsa, 
Why  a  Chief  Warder  named  Fergn8o&,ibi« 
discharged  for  habitual  drunkenness  hmUm- 
edin  Gaol  some  few  months  since,  shoold,  ea 
af  tor  the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  be  &M 
and  paid  the  amount  of  £80  or  theraix^ 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  action  of  ^e  Msiita 
of  Justice  in  this  matter  was  csJoikeitt 
hold  out  inducements  for  dmnkeniies  t  it 
gaols.  The  facts  of  the  ease  were  th€S«:  ^ 
the  warder  mentioned  in  this  qnesdoa  hi 
been  a  long  time  in  the  sendee,  bat  bsd  ka 
discharged  for  habitual  dronkemiffis.  Hfw, 
not  dismissed  because  he  had  been  droakesei 
or  twice;  but  a  person  had  told  him  il^ 
Hatoh)  that  the  man  had  been  dnmitbM 
hundred  times.  He  did  not  say  this  miabil 
actually  been  drunk  so  often  as  that;  batii 
had  ofiended  many  times.  He  was  oisEsd 
on  this  account,  and  yet  he  had  received  eei- 
pensation  for  loss  of  office  to  the  amci3td 
about  £60. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  he  had  had  to  d^  vnh  & 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  jos&t 
The  num  had  until  very  recently  been  » gooi 
and  valuable  officer,  and  had  beentwea2T|^ 
in  the  service.  He  had  offended  in  d»  a!zee> 
tion  indicated  in  the  question,  sod  was  ttjj 
that  if  he  committed  himself  again  he  vsa 
be  liable  to  dismissal.  He  did  offecd  sgais, 
and  he  (Mr.  Tole)  decided  to  take  a  leaieatnet 
of  his  case.  He  did  not  dismiss  the  msa,  tel 
dispensed  with  his  services;  and, oo£sidefl^ 
his  long  services,  and  that  he  was  adratcedia 
years  and  had  a  family,  and  that,  if  ithadsoi 
been  for  his  misconduct,  he  would  hsfe  bees 
entitled  to  £138  as  compensation  for  his  s^- 
vices  having  been  dispensed  with,  and  ihi: « 
would  also  have  been  entitled  to  three  nwtra 
leave  of  absence  on  full  pay— in  all,  £19i)-« 
(Mr.  Tole)  thought  it  would  be  right  to  g« 
him  £60,  The  man  had  thus  lost  his  ^ 
ployment  and  forfeited  above  £120,  and  ^ 
seemed  a  sufficient  punishment.  It  vss  ffi^ 
tinctly  imderstood  that  this  was  not  to  be* 
precedent.  He  therefore  recommendBdw 
Cabinet  to  grant  the  man  £60;  and  that  Jsa 
been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HATCH  hoped  tiiatsubsH^entofiaa* 
would  meet  with  the  same  consideration.      i 

Mr.  TOLE  pointed  out  that  it  had  been  » 
tinctly  stated  that  this  was  not  to  foia  ^ 
precedent. 

MANUKAU  HEADS  LIGHTS.    . 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mas* 

If  he  can  inform  the  House  when  theguJ^ 

Ughtft  will  be  plaoed  in  the  beacons  tiat* 
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now  betng  or  are  erected  at  the  >Ianukau 
Heads?  It  seemed  to  him  that  there  was 
unnecessary  delay  in  placing  the  lights  on 
these  beacons.  He  had  been  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  necessary  housing  had  been 
erected  on  the  beacon  on  the  North  Head ;  that 
on  the  South  Head  had  been  erected  for  some 
time ;  and  he  asked  this  question  in  the  hope 
of  learning  that  there  would  be  no  unnecessary 
delay. 

Mr.  LABNACH  said  that  good  progress  had 
been  made  with  the  beacons,  but  they  were 
not  yet  ready  to  receive  the  leading-lights,  but 
he  hoped  that  they  would  be  before  the  end  of 
the  |>resent  month. 

WAIKAWA  AND  RANKLEBUBN  LANDS. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  steps  are  being  taken  to  give  effect 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago, 
that  blocks  of  land  at  Waikawa  and  Bankle- 
bum  be  set  aside  on  the  homestead  system? 
The  Minister  of  Letnds  was  well  aware  that 
application  had  been  made  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  of  Otago  that  the  land  referred  to  in 
this  question  should  be  set  a^ide,  and  he  was 
also  aware  that  only  a  limited  quantity — three 
thousand  acres — could  be  set  aside  in  any  one 
year,  and  therefore  it  wa,s  very  desirable  that 
immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  have  this 
area  set  aside  during  this  year,  because  there 
would  be  other  demands  in  a  similar  direction 
to  bo  satisfied  in  future  years.  He  had  in  his 
possession  a  letter  from  settlers  at  Waikawa, 
who  were  very  anxious  that  the  land  should  be 
set  aside. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  block  at 
Ranklebom  was  now  under  orders  for  survey 
into  sections  of,  on  an  average,  one  hundred 
acres  each.  The  block  at  Waikawa,  recom- 
mended by  the  Land  Board,  had  previously 
been  withheld  for  the  Highland  crofters. 
Another  block,  however,  in  lieu  of  it,  and  a  few 
miles  north  along  the  coast,  at  Taukupu  Bay, 
had  been  suggested  to  the  Land  Board  as  a 
suitable  location  for  a  d,000-acre  homestead 
block ;  but  no  reply  had  yet  been  received. 

WAX  VESTAS. 

Mr.  BEOWN  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  If  there  is  any  difference  of  duty 
imposed  on  wax  vestas,  as  between  Bell  and 
Black's  and  Bell  and  Co.'s  manufacture — say, 
50- plaids  and  250s;  and,  if  so,  upon  what 
grounds  such  different  duties  are  charged? 
He  had  asked  a  similar  question  the  other  day, 
and  the  answer  which  he  got  was  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit.  What  he  desired  to  know  was, 
whether  there  was  any  difference  of  duty  on 
these  goods,  which  were  of  the  same  quality. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  had  to  say  that  there  was  no 
difference  of  duty.  Both  were  subject  to  25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty. 

Mr.  BBOWN  wished  to  know  upon  what 
value  the  duty  was  fixed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  had  explained  previously  that 
the  Government  were  not  bound  to  take  the 
invoiced  price,  and  would  not  do  so  unless  they 


were  satisfied  that  it  was  the  right  and  fair 
market- value. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
subsidizing  voluntary  contributions  raised  by 
associations  for  the  purpose  of  importing  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  rabbit;  such  expen* 
diture  to  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Go- 
vernment ?  He  regretted  having  to  trouble  the 
House  and  the  Minister  again  with  this  mat- 
ter, but  he  thought  that  when  he  spoke  before 
the  Minister  did  not  appreciate  the  fact  that 
the  intention  of  the  settlers  at  Masterton  was 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  inconveniences  and 
hardships  of  taxation,  and  that  they  had  col- 
lected voluntarily  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
for  this  distinct  purpose.  He  desired  to  know 
if  the  Ministry  would  give  them  a  fair  amount 
of  assistance  by  way  of  subsidy  on  amounta 
raised  by  the  settlers. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  he  had  explained^ 
when  he  agreed  to  putting  in  the  Baboit  Bill 
the  pound-for-pound  subsidy,  that  it  was  done 
on  the  assurance  of  the  people  being  willing  to 
rate  themselves  for  this  purpose.  Now,  the 
proposal  had  led  to  the  very  thing  he  had 
feared  it  would.  There  was  no  particular  ob- 
jection to  meeting  the  wishes  of  a  district  that 
had  shown  its  willingness  to  rate  itself ;  but  it 
was  a  different  thing  if  two  or  three  people 
took  it  into  their  heads  to  enter  into  this  ex- 
penditure and  asked  the  Government  to  pay 
part  of  it  for  them  :  that  the  Government  had 
never  intended  to  do,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
desirable  it  should  be  done.  That  the  Govern- 
ment should  contribute  a  proportionate  amount 
to  a  district  that  put  itself  under  rates  was  a 
widely  different  thing  from  half  a  dozen  people 
entering  into  an  expenditure  to  improve  their 
properties  and  asking  the  Government  to  con- 
tribute a  proportion  of  the  cost.  That  he  did 
not  understand  to  have  been  agreed  to  in  the 
Rabbit  Bill,  nor  did  he  think  they  ought  to 
agree  to  it. 

RAILWAY  MANAGEMENT. 

Mr.  SUTTER  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  cost  in  connection  with  Vaile's 
Committee  will  be  affixed  to  the  report  of  that 
Committee?  He  would  like  to  know  how 
much  the  cost  in  connection  with  the  report  of 
that  Committee  was,  as  several  members  were 
dubious  about  it.  He,  for  one,  did  not  think 
the  report  was  worth  anything. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  did  not  know  why  the 
honourable  member  should  ask  him  this  ques- 
tion, as  it  was  one  that  should  more  properly 
have  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Speaker.  He  had 
no  means  of  knowing  what  the  cost  of  the  Com- 
mittee was,  but  he  might  say  that  one  return 
required  by  the  Committee  from  the  Public 
Works  Department  had  cost  about  £110. 

SEAL-FISHERY. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine,  If 
he  will,  during  the  recess,  issue  instructions  to 
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the  master  of  the  Govemncnt  schooner  "  Ke- 
keno "  to  visit  the  Auckland  and  Campbell 
Islondf,  with  the  \iew  of  reporting  upon  the 
result  of  the  series  of  clc^f^  seasons  that  have 
been  observed  in  regard  to  the  hcal-fishery  ? 
As  honourable  mcniljors  vicxe  a\\'are,  the  leas- 
ing of  the  seal-fiKhtrics  had  been  contemplated 
of  late  by  the  (lUVii-nnKut.  and,  in  connectic-n 
therewith,  the  action  of  the  United  States  in 
leasing  the  Sial-iishi-rics  of  Alaska  had  been 
cited.  But  the  Alaska  fisheries  had  not  been 
laascd  until  due  and  prober  inquiries  had  been 
made  by  experts  iuio  tlie  number  of  seals,  and 
Uie  number  tju\t  uii^lit  be  killed  annually 
without  killing  tlum  otT.  As  they  had  no  in- 
lonnaiion  as  to  the  number  of  seals  on  the 
Aucklaiid  and  Campbell  Islands,  he  took  it  to  be 
yery  dtsirabU*,  bifc  re  further  action  was  taken, 
that  that  sliould  be  ascertained  as  nearly  as 
might  be.  One  of  tlie  experts  who  gave  evi- 
dence in  tlie  I'nittd  States  spoke,  with  regard 
to  the  St  alti<^l. trios  at  the  Auckland  and 
Campbell  Ishimls,  as  follows:  "Nothing  down 
there  now  is  valuable  enough  to  rouse  the 
interest  of  any  (jovernment:  still,  a  beginning 
might  be  niudo  wbich  in  forty  or  fifty  years 
would  bear  fruit."  Under  the  circumstances, 
he  thought  tliat,  befi^re  action  was  taken  by 
the  Governiiiont  in  the  directitai  of  leasing, 
some  report  should  be  obtained  showing  the 
result  of  the  close  season  for  three  or  four 
years. 

Mr.  LARNACH  mipht  state  that  the"Ke- 
keno  ••  was  at  present  do^^n  at  the  Auckland 
and  Campbell  Islands,  and  on  returning  the 
captain  would  be  asked  to  report. 

BURNETT  AND  YULE. 

Mr.  BP:KTHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  give  t  iTcct  to  the  report  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Burnett  and  Yule? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

STARK'S  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  MOSS  desired  to  ask  a  question  with- 
out notice.  Ke  liad  received  from  Auckland  the 
following  tell  gram  :  *'  Great  indignation  re 
Stark's  matter.  Has  Committee's  finding  been 
ratified  by  the  House?"  This  telegram  was 
from  Mr.  David  Goldie,  who  signed  himself 
as  chairman  of  a  committee.  To  this  he  had 
been  obliged  to  reply,  "There  is  no  chance  of 
being  considered  unkss  brought  forward  by  the 
Government."  He  had  mentioned  the  matter 
to  the  Premier,  who  had  agreed  that  he  should 
ask  whether  the  Government  intended  to  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  upon  the  report  during  the  present 
session. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  answer  the  question.  A  great  number 
of  questions  of  a  similar  kind  were  put,  but 
what  the  Government  could  do  depended  en- 
tirely upon  how  they  got  on  with  the  business. 
On  the  previous  day  several  hours  had  been 
spent  over  the  committal  of  a  Bill,  and,  if  the 
de  of  dealing  with  business  was  gone 
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on  with,  he  did  not  kaow  when  tk 
would  end.    He  did  not  ^ee  what  tfee 
of  the  "  great  indignation  "  was,  aa^ 
charge  the  valuers  upon  whom  the  Gcrcsv 
relied. 

VILLAGE  SETTLEMI:^Ta. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  G.  GREY,  it  %u 
That  a  return  bo  prepared  sh0«ifig  vk^| 
sons  are  employed  by  the  Go^nusc^ir 
dcavouring  to  induce  people  to  locate  " 
in  village  settlements,  as  also  vhu  i 
and  travelling  expenses  are  alloved  to 
such  persons. 

RABBIT  BILL. 

On  the  motion    for   the  commit&l  si 
Rabbit  Bill, 

Mr.  DODSON  said  that  a  cocstitiiesrilj 
in  whom  he  had  confidence,  had  cfimTTFriai 
with  him  to  the  following  effect :  Scae  i 
years  ago  he  purchased  four  stoats  uk  ts9 
them  out  on  his  run  in  Marlborou^k  Hi  ll 
lately  seen  some  dead  rabbits  t]iije,ftc^ld 
appearances,  he  was  under  the  impresisM 
the  stoats  had  killed  them.  As&piDofafw 
he  noticed  that  the  tongues  of  the  n^il 
been  eaten  out,  and  it  was  known  ie  Ijj^id 
that  it  was  the  habit  of  stoats  to  de^csAl 
tongues.  The  gentleman  from  whcaaky 
received  the  letter  had  had  great  expcM 
not  only  in  sheep,  but  also  in  rabbits  iivltifli 
natural  enemies.  He  (Mr.  Dodsonj  bdawl 
the  statement  to  be  reliable. 

Bill  recommitted,  and  reported  with  u&a^ 
ments. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  »^i 
third  time, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  when  ti*  £2 
was  in  Committee  a  night  or  two  agokebi 
protested  against  the  hiuried  manDeriiif^ 
it  was  being  put  through,  and  he  YaHoM'S' 
attention  of  the  Minister  in  charge  to  t«^ 
— which  the  honourable  gentleman  mdflip 
did  not  know — that  town  district  vc^  ^ 
liable  to  the  rating  clauses.  The  Third  Pi8«* 
the  Bill  was  especially  hurried  through ihjIbS 
due  consideration.  He  would  haFemo»B3»fe 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  in  order  to  nab*- 
tain  amendments,  were  it  not  that  fee «» 
given  to  understand  by  the  hoDouraWe  |» 
man  that  he  was  willing  to  have  those  aE»- 
ments  introduced  in  another  place,  fa 
amendments  he  proposed  went  in  the  ^ 
tion :  First,  they  were  all  aware  that  the  Ra^ 
Act  had  been  administered  altogetha  w 
Government  control  up  to  the  preaot  vA 
and  it  was  now  proposed  and  agreed  tolyj 
Committee  which  had  taken  e\iJencea» 
subject  that  certain  exceptions  should  fac^ 
to  this  in  the  case  of  districts  not  nov  \^^ 
with  rabbits,  the  ratepayers  in  which  in » 
past  had  shown  their  willingness  to  rase  the- 1 
selves  and  find  large  sums  of  money  to  pf^ 
their  districts  from  the  incursion  of  b^ 
He  recognized  that  a  great  deal  of  con3«* 
tion  was  due  to  the  settlers  in  those  distoet^ 
and  therefore  he  had  consented,  »^^ 
willingly,  that  in  such  districts  theysfcw 
be  allowed  to  elect  trustees,  in  o^a*^"* 
the   settlers,   and    thereby  be  iik^P 
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up  rabbit-proof  fences,  and  protect  themselves 
irom  the  incursion  of  rabbits.  A  further 
extension  of  this  principle  was  asked  for  in 
the  case  of  districts  now  infested  with  rabbits. 
He  objected  very  strongly  to  this,  and  urged 
that  the  Third  Part  of  this  Bill  should  not  be 
passed.  He  was  satisfied  that  a  great  deal  of 
confusion  would  arise  under  it ;  and  what  he 
had  to  ask  the  Government  to  do  in  the  way 
of  amendment  was  this:  that  it  should  not 
be  a  hard-and-fast  rule  that  the  boundaries 
should  follow  the  county  boundaries.  He 
would  ask  that  the  Third  Part  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect  as 
the  Second  Part ;  also,  that  it  should  provide 
that  the  area  of  each  district  should  not  be 
less  than  200,000  acres,  otherwise  there  would 
be  danger  that  districts  would  be  formed  of  too 
small  an  area.  He  asked  that  if  the  settlers 
^sired  it  a  district  should  comprise  two  coun- 
ties or  parts  of  two  counties — in  fact,  that  it 
should  have  such  boundaries  as  the  settlers 
selected.  He  had  no  further  objection  to  the 
Bill,  and  if  the  Government  would  consent  to 
make  these  amendments  in  another  place  he 
was  satisfied  that  they  would  be  desirable  and 
altogether  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
generally. 

Mr.  T  0  L  E  had  informed  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  would  have  these  amend- 
ments considered  in  another  place. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Public  Revenues  Bill.  Its  first 
object  is  to  carry  out  the  intention  expressed 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  to  convert  the 
deficit  held  over  in  deficiency  bills  into  de- 
bentures having  a  short  currency  only.  There 
is  another  purpose  which  I  propose  to  pro- 
vide for  by  this  Bill — that  is,  to  extend  the 
power  of  issuing  deficiency  bills  in  the  colony. 
The  reasons  are  these :  The  remittance  defi- 
ciency bills  which  there  is  already  sufhciency  of 
power  to  issue  are  not  found  desirable  or  suit- 
able for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  origi- 
nally intended ;  and  I  propose  to  reduce  the 
amount  by  £200,000,  and  to  take  power  to  in- 
crease the  issue  of  other  Treasury  bills  by  the 
same  amount.  The  reason  why  we  have  to  ask 
for  an  increased  issue  of  Treasury  bills  is  chiefly 
because  of  the  very  large  accumulation  on 
which  interest  has  to  be  paid  on  two  particular 
days  in  the  year  owing  to  the  conversion  of  the 
large  amount  of  debentures  that  has  been  going 
on  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  interest 
on  the  stock  is  payable  half-yearly  on  two  par- 
ticular days  in  the  year ;  and  the  accumulation 
— especially  on  the  Slst  October,  before  the  time 
that  the  property- tax  comes  in — is  so  consider- 
able that  it  is  necessary  that  a  larger  power 
of  issuing  Treasury  bills  should  be  given  than 
otherwise  would  be  the  case.  I  am,  further, 
free  to  admit  that  I  would  not  ask  for  such 
an  increase  as  £200,000  did  I  not  feel  that  the 
falling-ofi  in  revenue  makes  it  safer  to  take  a 
larger  power.  Otherwise  I  should,  possibly,  not 
have  asked  for  more  than  £100,000  or  £150,000. 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  certainly  sup- 
port this  Bill.  It  is  only  reasonable  and  quite 
necessary  that  the  Treasurer  should  have  suiTi- 
cient  deficiency  bills  to  anticipate  the  revenue. 
I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  gentle- 
man say  that  the  increase  was  partly  caused  by 
the  falling-ofi  in  revenue.  That  is  rather  a 
serious  matter  for  us  to  take  note  of,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  remember  that  when  we 
come  to  consider  another  Bill,  by  which  we  are 
abandoning  revenue  volimtarily.  I  could  quite 
understcknd  the  Treasurer  asking  for  sufGicient 
bills  to  meet  the  extra  payments  on  particular 
dates.  That  is  a  matter  that  would  cause  us 
no  anxiety  at  all.  We  know  that  the  Imperial 
Govermnent  anticipates  a  quarter's  revenue  by 
deficiency  bills  ;  so  that  we  need  not  feel 
anxious  about  anticipating  the  revenue.  But 
it  becomes  a  very  serious  thing  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  in- 
crease is  caused  partly  by  the  deficiency  of 
revenue.  It  gives  a  very  serious  aspect  to  the 
matter.  I  think  the  House  will  do  wisely  to 
give  the  full  amount  asked  for.  Of  course,  the 
abandonment  of  the  £200,000  is  abandoning 
nothing,  because  at  present  we  pay  interest  in 
that  way.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better 
not  to  have  made  a  pretence  of  abandoning 
anything,  but  to  let  the  present  provisions  stand 
as  they  are,  or  repeal  them  altogether,  because 
they  are  quite  useless  as  long  as  the  present 
arrangement  is  carried  out. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Property-tax  Bill.  It  simply 
carries  out  the  proposal  made  in  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  know  if  the 
Government  still  adhere  to  the  reduction  of  the 
property- tax,  when  the  revenue  has  so  palpably 
fallen  of!  since  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
his  Financial  Statement,  and  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  proposed  expenditure.  I  wish  to 
take  no  responsibility,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
in  reducing  taxation,  when  I  feel  sure  that  the 
revenue  that  will  be  raised  by  it  will  not  be 
sufiicient  to  meet  the  expenditure  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  asked  for,  even  with 
the  utmost  economy  he  can  practise. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  returns  of  the  revenue 
during  the  last  four  months  are  certainly  not 
so  large  as  anticipated  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. In  the  Statement  I  expressly  said  that 
the  "  rush  "  to  Kimberley  and  the  question  when 
public  works  would  be  resumed  would  affect  the 
revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  certain 
circumstances  which  lead  the  Government  to 
be  particularly  desirous  not  to  impose  a  heavier 
taxation  than  is  found  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  great  increase  in  the  price  of  wool 
and  the  larger  amount  of  crops  put  in,  with 
the  prospect  of  their  yielding  well  at  the  end 
of  the  yeajr,  give  us  hopes  that  the  railway 
revenue  may,  at  any  rate,  be  largely  recouped 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Although  I  can- 
not hope  that  the  Customs  revenue  will  recover 
sufficiently  to  enable  it  to  yield  as  much  a& 
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was  anticipated  whon  tho  Financial  Statement 
was  delivered,  yet  the  Government,  for  reasons 
which  we  explained  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, do  not  desire  to  interfere  with  the  Cus- 
tomM  revenue  during  the  present  session.  The 
Oovummcnt  have  considered  the  question 
whether  or  not  they  should  carry  out  the  pro- 
posed reduction  in  tlio  property- tax,  and  have 
eome  to  the  con'hision  that  it  is  desirable  to 
propose  to  the  House  to  carry  out  the  intention 
expressed  in  lliu  Financial  Statement. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  tho  Bill  be  com- 
mitted, 

Major  ATKINSON  said,— We  now  have  it 
from  the  Treasurer  that  the  revenue  is  not 
coming  in  as  ho  anticipated  in  the  Financial 
Statement — in  other  words,  that  he  anticipates 
a  deficit  upon  the  estimates  which  he  placed 
U'fore  tlie  House ;  and  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that,  notwithstanding  that 
fact,  ho  proposes  to  reduce  taxation  to  the 
amount  of  i;12,5(X).  I  ask,  are  we  justified  in 
doin^'  that  ?  Is  it  not  a  sham  to  pretend  to 
make  such  a  reduction  as  this,  in  the  face  of 
the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer?  And 
what  (Iocs  he  base  his  argument  upon?  He 
admit >  that,  from  the  general  outlook,  there  is 
no  hope  of  tlio  Customs  revenue  reaching  his 
estimate.  Tlie  Treasurer  bases  some  hope  of 
improvi'mcnt  upon  crops,  which  he  hopes  will 
turn  out  well — crops  which  are  not  yet  sown, 
or  arc  just  about  being  sown,  and  as  to  which 
nolxKly  can  toll  whether  they  will  turn  out 
well  or  ill.  Surely  our  finances  should  not  de- 
pend upon  such  contingencies  as  that.  I  would 
Mubmit,  in  all  seriousness,  looking  at  the  fact 
that  tiio  revenue  is  evidently  not  going  to  equal 
what  tho  honourable  gentleman  anticipated 
— I  will  not  discuss  tho  question  of  Kimberley 
And  other  matters — tliat  he  ought  not  to  pro- 
pose to  further  reduce  the  resources  of  the 
colony  by  remitting  taxation — to  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  I,  at  any  rate,  cannot  be  a 
party  to  agreeing.  I  do  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  reconsider  his  jwsition  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  do  hope  the  Treasurer  will 
reconsider  this  matter.  I  do  think  it  is  a  great 
mistake  to  make  this  reduction,  which  is  a 
miserably  small  affair.  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  remit  a  penny.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  pay 
my  share  of  the  taxation.  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  reconsider  the  matter,  and 
raise  tlie  tax  instead  of  reducing  it. 

Mr.  .MONTGOMERY.  — I  ain  not  going  to 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  raiso  the  tax  or  do  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  but  I  would  like  some  expla- 
nation as  to  why  he  thinks  the  railway  revenue 
will  pull  up.  There  is  a  deficit  of  £23.000  in 
the  profit  on  the  railwavs  for  tho  last  three 
months  ending  on  the  20th  June,  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year. 
Then,  in  the  Financial  Statement  he  antici- 
pated a  very  large  increase  in  the  profit  from 
the  railways  this  year;  and,  when  we  consider 
that  the  accounts  show  a  deficit  at  the  rate  of 
ie90,000  or  £100,0(;0  a  year,  I  think  we  should 
have  some  explanation  from  the  Treasurer  as 
Sir  J.  Vo<;el 


to  how  he  has  reason  to  expect  that  ^enSi^ 
returns  will  pull  up  for  the  renuinifigjcai 
of  the  year.  I  can  understand  that  the  zeisB 
returns  from  Customs  might,  for  the  fizstiia 
months  of  the  year,  be  much  less  this  yevtbi 
last  year,  because  last  year  there  wii  qeo^ 
tion  on  an  expectacion  of  an  indesseistb 
tariff;  but  it  is  not  so  with  regazd  to  ^ni 
way  returns,  and  it  is  as  to  these  thatltkik 
we  should  have  some  explanation— vlij.iia 
there  is  such  a  very  large  falling-ofi,  the  !W 
surer  should  propose  to  reduce  the  pnfs^ 
tax.  Without  criticising  the  matter  iariSB, 
1  ask  the  lionoorable  gentleman  if  he  lil!  it 
good  enough  to  state  why  he  aatidpatei  a- 
creased  receipts  from  the  railways. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  would  point  out  to  h 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  that,  alti^ 
we  are  m  the  habit  of  speaking  of  the  yn^d^ 
tax  as  though  it  were  a  fixed  tax,  it  if  octn; 
but  It  is,  as  he  himself  has  stated  it  was 
to  be,  a  tax  fixable  from  year  to  year  icooiai 
to  the  requirements  for  the  time  being.  1km 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  tot^Tahei 
taxable  property  will  be  less  than  last  year.  0& 
the  contrary  we  believe  the  valoatioa  till  b 
much  greater.  It  will,  as  far  as  wo  szoftbfeto 
calculate,  not  be  less,  and  possibly  ii  vOl  bi 
more,  than  lost  year — more  on  real  property: 
as  to  ixjrsonal  property,  we  have  not  thedii 
at  present.  That  being  the  case,  snd  »1» be- 
cause the  House  refused  to  make  thenodi^ 
tion  in  the  tax  that  we  proposed  to  mike  li^ 
year  by  excepting  agricultural  improTanaali 
and  manufacturing  machinery,  we  make  thep 
posal  now  before  the  House,  and  we  are  uet  a- 
clined  to  deal  with  the  tax  this  year  further  tbaa 
we  have  dealt  with  it  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any<^ 
in  raising  the  whole  question  now.  Onrprop*" 
is  for  a  tax  of  thirtecn-sixteenths  of  a  peasj. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  revenue  from  Cs- 
toms  and  from  railways  shows  a  falling-c2«  "* 
Government  have  come  to  the  conclusion sfl^t^ 
propose  to  tho  House  a  heavier  P'^'P^'^!^ 
than  that  already  indicated.  I  do  notlo»» 
it  as  altogether  a  reduction  of  the  property-^ 
for  tho  reason  I  have  stated;  nordoI^P* 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Egmootip 
the  tax  does  not  fall  heavily  on  those  p»J^ 
it.  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  say  tbat,  »• 
cause  the  Customs  revenue  is  fftW«  •* 
should  ninke  up  the  deficiency  out  of  the p^ 
perty-tax.  At  any  rate,  there  would  hiW* 
be  mueh  careful  consideration  ^^^^^'^^^ 
before  tho  Government  would  be  jiisti&i» 
the  end  of  tho  session  and  in  a  thin  Ho^ 
in  prop;)sing  a  radical  chejige  inthetaa'^ 
policy  of  the  country  for  the  ^0*^.°'!? 
X)resent,  as  the  case  might  be.  As  to  the  »f 
ways,  the  information  I  have  comes  ^P^  ■ 
various  v  ays  ;  but,  generally,  I  *^*°^^  ^ 
a  large  additional  area  of  land  iiDder^PfJ 
year,  and  that  wo  may  expect  agK**?^  r 
the  deiiciency  in  receipts  for  the  <'*'?*^ 
goods  will  be  made  up  for  before  the  3^ 
March  next,  by  which  time  the  earlier  «^ 
will  have  been  carried.  On  the  other  »» 
I  am  told  that  the  passenger-tiaffic  kc^I*''^ 
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well,  and  therefore  that  we  may  expect  some 
of  the  loss  to  be  meide  up.  Nor  must  we  sup- 
pose that  the  estimate  of  loss  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  is  altogether 
correct,  because  the  expenditure  and  receipts 
on  the  railways  are  so  closely  allied  that  where 
there  is  a  falling-ofi  in  the  revenue  there  is 
also  a  considerable  falling-off  in  the  expen- 
diture. Therefore  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
results  for  the  year  will  not  be  so  very  much 
out  of  harmony  with  those  already  anticipated, 
so  far  as  the  railways  are  concerned.  As  to 
the  Customs,  I  have  stated  over  and  over  again 
to  the  House  what  the  position  is.  Our  Cus- 
toms revenue  now  totally  fails  to  carry  out  the 
intention  and  policy  of  the  past — the  policy, 
especially,  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont — that  is,  the  protection  of  local  in- 
dustries. Instead  of  giving  that  advantage 
which  it  was  designed  to  give  in  the  past, 
it  allows  of  shovelling  into  the  country  the 
results  of  cheap  labour  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  whilst  the  people  here  who  have 
expended  their  capital  in  establishing  local  in- 
dustries are  left  in  a  very  sad  condition.  A 
great  many  of  the  industries  of  the  country 
are  languishing  sadly  on  account  of  the  Cus- 
toms duties  not  being  large  enough.  But  the 
Government  had  to  consider  all  the  questions 
before  them.  There  were  the  question  of  the 
alteration  of  the  representation,  the  very  large 
question  of  the  expenditure  necessary  upon  a 
fresh  election,  and  a  number  of  other  questions ; 
and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  tariff  during  the  present  session, 
although  they  plainly  enough  indicated  in  the 
Financial  Statement  that  large  alterations  were 
required.  The  fact  that  during  the  first  three 
or  four  months  of  the  year  the  revenue  has 
fallen  below  what  we  anticipated  has  not  altered 
oar  opinion  of  the  situation  generally  as  regards 
new  Customs  proposals  this  session,  and  we 
do  not  consider  it  desirable  to  propose  a  larger 
amount  of  property-tax  than  that  the  Bill  now 
under  consideration  contemplates. 

Bill  comimitted,  reported,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
On   the  question,  That  the  Representation 
Bill  be  committed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,— In  moving,  Sir,  That 
you  do  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House 
may  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  I  wish  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks.  First,  as  to  sub- 
section (3)  of  section  3,  I  propose  slightly 
to  amend  that,  as  appears  on  Supplementary 
Order  Paper  No.  62;  and  at  the  same  time  I  may 
state  that,  unless  the  population  basis  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  House,  I  shall  decline  to  go  on 
with  the  Bill,  because  I  believe  the  only  pos- 
sible mode  of  dealing  with  representation  is  on 
the  population  basis.  I  shall  be  willing  to 
alter  subsection  (5)  of  section  3  to  give  a  hint 
to  the  Commissioners  to  allow  a  diSerence  of 
five  hundred  in  the  districts  where  the  males 
preponderate.  I  think  that  must  remain  in 
the  Bill.  I  may,  however,  state  that  I  have 
zeceived,  unasked,  from  the  Registrar-General 
this  memorandum : — 


**  Section  8  of  the  Representation  Bill  pro<- 
vides  for  the  division  of  the  colony  into  new 
electoral  districts  within  three  months  after  th* 
end  of  the  present  session ;  and  subsection  (5) 
provides  for  the  Commission  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  proportion  which  the  male  in- 
habitants of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards  bear 
to  the  entire  population  of  the  district. 

"  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  infoi- 
mation  as  to  the  ages  of  the  population  in 
localities  within  three  months  of  the  end  of  this 
session.  If  the  provision  of  subsection  (5)  is  to 
be  of  practical  use,  I  submit  that  the  division 
into  new  electoral  districts  should  not  be  made 
earlier  than  the  end  of  the  year :  by  that  time 
I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  supply  the  Com- 
mission with  the  required  information  respect- 
ing the  number  of  males  of  twenty-one  yeart- 
and  upwards." 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that,  apparently,, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Commission  to 
proceed  till  next  year,  even  if  the  Act  is  psissed 
this  year.  I  may  say  that,  at  this  period  of 
the  session,  I  shall  not  go  on  with  the  Bill 
unless  there  is  a  substantial  majority  for  it,  sO' 
as  to  give  me  some  chance  of  passing  it.  I 
think  that  is  only  fair.  I  may  also  say,  as  I 
did  not  explain  it  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  that  the  non-moving  of  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  prior  to  the  time  when  it 
was  moved  was  entirely  owing  to  my  illness. 
If  I  had  been  in  the  House  I  should  have 
moved  the  second  reading  at  least  a  week 
before  it  was  moved ;  and  I  regret  that  at  this 
period  of  the  session  the  matter  should  come 
on  to  be  discussed,  and  that  it  should  not  have 
been  discussed  before ;  but,  as  I  have  said, 
that  is  entirely  owing  to  my  illness. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  have  not  spokexk 
before  on  the  Bill,  and  do  not  intend  to  speak  ai 
length  now.  When  the  present  Act  was  passed 
in  1881  there  was  a  distinct  understanding  by 
honourable  members  that  there  should  be  ' 
another  Bill  passed  after  the  census  was  taken 
this  year,  and  I  think  the  Premier  was  quite 
right  in  carrying  out  what  was  understood  to- 
be  the  consensus  of  opinion,  though  it  waa 
not  put  in  the  Act.  I  know  that  members  who< 
lost  representation  in  their  districts  were  very 
much  troubled  in  their  minds,  and  resisted  the^ 
passing  of  the  Act ;  but  I  supported  it,  believing 
it  was  very  proper  and  rignt.  The  district  I 
come  from  will  now  suffer  somewhat  by  the 
growth  of  population  being  more  to  the  North  ; 
but  yet  I  think  that  should  not  prevent  me 
doing  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  in  assisting^ 
to  pass  this  Bill.  I  think  the  Premier  was  right, 
therefore,  in  bringing  it  down,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  passed,  because,  if  wo  do  not  pass  it  now  but 
leave  it  till  we  meet  next  session,  then  perhaps- 
circumstances  will  have  come  up  which  will 
make  members  of  the  House,  on  meeting,  take, 
adverse  action  against  the  Ministry — I  do  not 
say  that  is  likely  to  happen  —  consequently 
there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  country  on  the 
present  representation ;  and  that  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  under  which 
we  are  now  in  this  House.    Therefore  I  think. 
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we  should  pass  tho  Bill  this  session,  and  I  do 
not  Bce  any  difliculty  in  passing  it.  It  must 
be  passed  now,  or  one  will  have  to  be  passed 
next  Rcssion  to  do  justice  to  the  country,  as 
the  present  Act  expires  in  December  next  year; 
and  I  think  y,'c  are  in  a  better  position  even  at 
this  lato  period  of  tho  session  to  pass  this  Bill 
than  we  shall  be  next  year.  I  think  a  matter 
of  such  great  importance  to  the  country  as  the 
fair  representation  of  the  people  should  not  be 
allowed  to  be  shelved  this  year  simply  because 
Any  of  us  wish  to  get  home  a  few  days  earlier. 
So  far  as  my  vote  and  my  voice  will  go  I 
•hall  endeavour  to  get  this  Bill  passed,  if  I 
have  to  wait  whatever  leuK'th  of  time  may  be 
ncccssar>'  to  do  it.  I  wish  now  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  tho  Bill.  Clause  2  deals  with 
the  a]>pointmont  of  Commissioners.  There  arc 
to  bo  two  ollicial  persons,  and  three  appointed 
by  this  House,  and  I  understood  tho  Minister 
to  say  that  those  three  should  be  appointed  in 
the  districts  where  the  apportionment  of  the 
electorates  was  to  be  considered.  Well,  I 
would  rather  see  three  oHicials  appointed.  I 
•hould  prefer  to  see  the  two  olficials  who  are 
mentioned  in  tho  liill,  and  the  Propertv-tax 
Goniniissioner  acting  with  them  ;  and  I  think 
they  should  decide  up^^n  tho  electorates  just 
in  the  same  way  r-s  the  Commissioners  did 
in  England  in  tlie  redistribution  of  seats.  I 
think  that  will  bo  better  than  having  out- 
lido  men  app<jintcd  by  this  House,  because  I 
question  if  the  men  appointed  by  tliis  House 
would  deal  more  cfTectively  with  tho  matter,  or 
that  their  decision  would  be  more  free  from  sus- 
picion than  would  be  the  decision  of  those  men 
named  in  the  Bill — high  oflicers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  liave  no  interest  politically  in 
the  matter.  Therefore  1  hope  the  Minister 
will  take  that  into  consideration,  and  I  trust 
that  three  oflicial  persons  will  be  appointed, 
and  that  this  House  will  not  appoint  others. 
Then,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  members, 
I  know  it  has  been  in  the  minds  of  some 
honourable  members,  and  it  has  been  stated  in 
the  newspapers  of  the  colony,  that  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  members  would  decrease  the 
expenses  of  this  House — that  there  would  pro- 
bably be  less  talk,  and  that  we  should  get 
through  tho  business  better.  As  to  the  expenses 
being  reduced,  if  there  were  ten  members  less 
it  would  only  mean  a  couple  of  thousand  a  year 
or  thereabouts,  as  far  as  tlieir  pay  is  concerned  ; 
and,  as  for  lessening  the  amount  of  talk,  I 
would  point  out  that  when  tho  European  mem- 
bers were  eighty-five  tho  House  sat,  upon 
the  average,  a  much  longer  time  than  it  is 
•itting  this  year.  Therefore  I  do  not  think, 
judging  from  the  past,  that  lessening  the  num- 
ber of  members  would  expedite  tlio  business 
very  much.  But  there  is  something  more  than 
that.  If  you  lessen  tho  number  of  members 
you  necessarily  give  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
greater  pov.er ;  and  that  matter  sliould  be  con- 
sidered— and  it  is  a  very  great  matter.  There- 
fore I  would  say  at  once — and  the  Ministry  did 
not  express  any  decided  opinion  to  lead  the 
House  in  the  matter,  which  I  think  it  should 
have  done — I  say  that  I  would  vote  to  retain 
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the  number  of  members  as  they  are  at  |sws 
in  the  House.  Then  with  respect  to  the  eiR> 
toral  districts.  Population  is  to  be  the  baa; 
and  I  approve  of  that.  I  approve  of  e^ 
electoral  districts ;  but  I  wish  hononzal^e  oaa- 
bcrs  to  bear  in  mind  one  matter.  Thiot  m 
four  large  towns— .Auckland,  WeUingtcm,  !>& 
c<liD,  and  Christchurch  ;  and  these  towm  esa- 
tain  not  only  the  people  who  are  -paBMaeA 
residents,  but  they  contain  a  large  &at2E{ 
population.  When  the  census  was  tak&L  a 
the  28th  March,  many  of  the  farming  pep- 
lation,  the  day-labourers,  had  gone  to  tb 
towns.  There  were  also  a  number  of  wasa 
and  children  there  whose  husbands  are  seta 
the  colony.  There  are  also  a  very  considenyi 
number  of  wayfarers,  people  passing  baek^asi 
and  forwards,  and  residing  for  a  short  xmim 
these  towns.  I  am  under  the  impresskm  cbi 
to  that  extent  the  four  large  towns  should  hsn 
a  larger  quota  than  the  country  districts.  Wky 
that  excess  should  be  I  am  not  quite  prepsied 
to  say  ;  but  I  have  been  thinking  over  ik 
matter,  and  considering  whether  it  shotildffiS 
he  one- seventh  or  one-tenth.  Take  the  coimtty 
district  of  Canterbury :  during  other  times  diis 
the  harvest  the  men  go  into  the  towns,  and  daa 
we  have  a  large  section  of  the  unemployed,  'tht 
existence  of  which  we  all  deplore.  In  orte 
that  there  should  be  fair  representation  cf  ti» 
population,  I  think  there  should  be  a  lar^ 
quota  for  the  towns  than  for  the  country  ^ 
tricts.  With  regard  to  the  amalgamatioa  oi 
the  town  electorates,  I  think  that  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  When  we  amalgamate  elec- 
torates I  think  we  shall  get,  if  I  might  say  sa, 
men  who  have  had  large  experience,  and^to 
are  more  before  the  public  eye  than  we  g?S  br 
single  electorates.  On  the  other  hand,  ikm 
are  a  great  many  young  men  coming  forvntfi 
who  have  served  their  time  and  gra/iiiaEei 
I  think,  very  properly,  in  Road  Beards^ 
County  Councils,  and  other  local  bodies. 
You  would  injure  the  chance  of  these  laaj 
getting  into  Parliament  if  you  had  large  ak- 
tricts  each  returning,  say,  four  members.  » 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  aad 
ngainst.  I  think  the  time  will  come  — aa^ 
I  have  altered  my  opinion  somewhat  in  this 
respect  simply  because  the  system  of  exptHidi- 
ture  of  public  money  has  forced  it  upon  me— 
when  we  shall  require  larger  districts  to  repre- 
sent the  people  of  the  colony  fairly,  irre5pe^ 
tivo  of  local  interests,  as  the  expenditure  d 
money  will  so  a£fect  representation  if  we  are 
to  go  on  ■  borrowing  large  sums  of  money  to 
be  spent  all  over  the  colony.  I  shall  snj^wrt 
the  amalgamation  of  city  electoral  distncts, 
and,  generally  speaking,  I  shall  support  the 
Bill.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  azuex^ 
ments  which  I  have  indicated  carried;  but 2 
I  do  not  got  them  passed,  that  will  not  prevent 
nic  voting  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  1 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  this  short  sute- 
ment,  because  I  think  it  would  save  time  if 
honourable  members  having  opinions  would 
express  them  before  going  into  Committee,  vd 
then  simply  vote  in  Committee  afterwards. 
Mr.  MACANDREW.  — I  wish   to  submit* 
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proposal  which,  I  venture  to  think,  will  com- 
mend itself  to  the  good  sense  of  honourable 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.    I  have 
neither  voted  nor  spoken  upon  this  question, 
and    am    in   no    way  whatever    tinged    with 
any  of  those  warm  feelings  which  have  been 
evoked  in  connection  with  it.    It  is  clear  to 
me  that,  if  this  Parliament  is  allowed  to  die 
a  natural  death,  which  I  think  it  ought  to 
be,  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  passing 
this  measure  now,  and  we  shall  be  just  as  near 
the  object  next  session  as  we  are  ac  present. 
It  is  very  clear,  moreover,  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent temper  of  the  House,  if  this  Bill  goes  into 
Committee  we  shall  have  many  weary  days  and 
nights  of  acrimonious  discussion,  at  any  rate, 
discussion  which  will  not  be  more  dispassionate 
at  a  time  when  members  are  eager  and  anxious 
to  get  to  their  homes.     I  think  that  must  be 
■elf-evident.    I  do  not  object  to  remain  here 
for  a  few  weeks  or  a  month  longer  if  the  House 
will  devote  itself  to  the  pressing  and  absolute 
requirGments  of  the  country.     If  we  were  going 
to  solve  the  difficulty  of  the  imem ployed  and 
the  pauper  question,  and  some  others  which 
might  be  mentioned,  I,  for  my  own  part,  should 
not   object  to  remain  here  for  a  few  weeks 
longer ;  but  I  do  object  to  spending  time  on  a 
question  which  can  be  as  well  discussed  next 
session  as  it  can  be  discussed  now ;  and  there 
will    be    this    advantage,    if    this    matter   be 
postponed  to  next  session:   that  at  that  time 
metabers  will  be  fresh,  and  will  not  be  worn 
out  by  these  late  sittings   that  wo  have  had 
for  the  last  few  weeks.    I  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
advisable,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  that 
the  Bepresentation  Bill  be  proceeded  with  no 
further  until  next  session,  and  that  Parliament 
be  summoned  for  the  despatch  of  business  not 
later  than  the  first  week  in  May  next  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  the  same  time 
that  Parliament  met  this  year. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  Wo  were  not  sum- 
moned till  the  second  week.  I  hope  that  this 
proposal  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
good  sense  of  the  House.  There  is  nothing 
whatever  to  be  gained,  that  I  can  see,  in  spend- 
ing another  week  in  discussing  this  question. 
If  we  are  to  remain  longer,  let  us  go  into  some- 
thing more  important  and  more  immediately 
pressing.  We  can  deal  with  this  question  next 
session  just  as  well  as  we  can  now.  I  there- 
fore move  the  amendment  which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  consider  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  which  the  people  of  this 
colony  have  to  deal  with,  and  the  reason  I  advo- 
cate delay  is  simply  this :  From  communica- 
tions which  I  have  received  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  I  find  that  the  people  are 
asking  for  an  explanation  of  this  Representa- 
tion Bill ;  and  I  say,  before  we  pass  a  Bill  of 
this  character,  a  Bill  which  is  binding  till  the 
next  census  is  taken,  the  people  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter;  and 
I  take  it,  when  all  of  us  go  home,  we  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  addressing  the  electors, 
and  we  can  make  a  point  of  this  measure. 
I  shall  deal  with  this  matter  from  a  political 


point  of  view.  What  I  mean  by  that  is  simply 
this :  that  the  people  should  know  under 
what  system  they  are  to  be  represented,  and 
whether  this  measure  will  suit  them  or 
not.  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  population 
should  at  least  return  the  greatest  number 
of  members.  Whether  that  is  right  or  wrong 
is  for  the  constituencies  to  settle.  Moreover, 
what  do  we  find  at  Home  ?  We  find  that  they 
have  adopted  these  single  electorates,  and  they 
are  found  to  work  very  satisfactorily  ;  and  we 
find  that  under  that  system  the  agricultural 
labourers  of  England  were  enabled  to  express 
their  views  freely  and  clearly,  ajid  they  elected 
members  whom  it  was  thought  impossible  to 
return  to  the  House.  I  desire  that  this  matter 
should  be  put  before  the  people,  and  I  think 
that  is  a  fair  ground  to  take.  At  any  rate,  that 
is  the  groimd  I  intend  to  take,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Jilr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  am  rather  sorry 
that  this  amendment  has  been  brought  forward^ 
and  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  Government 
have  begun  to  vacillate  on  this  question  a  little. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— As  far  as  I  know,  th« 
Government  knew  nothing  whatever  about  this 
amendment.  It  is  entirely  my  own  idea.  I 
consulted  with  no  party. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— What  I  say  is,  that 
the  Government  is  vacillating.  Judging  from 
the  Premier's  speech  this  afternoon,  he  was 
rather  faint-hearted  in  the  matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  Because  I  see  so  many 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  threw  a  hint  out  in  reference  to 
the  Bill  that,  if  he  did  not  get  a  substantial 
majority,  he  would  not  go  on  with  it.  That  is 
simply  to  say, "  I  am  so  indifEerent  about  the  Bill 
that  I  do  not  care  whether  it  passes  or  not." 
I  feel  this :  that  we  have  a  duty  to  perform  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  that  that 
duty  should  be  discharged  now.  —  (No.) — An 
honourable  member  says  '*No."  I  think  w« 
ought  to  do  this  now,  because  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  next  session  it  is  probable  the  ques- 
tion will  not  be  dealt  with.  I  think  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill  as  introduced,  on  the  whole,  is 
a  very  fair  one ;  and,  although  there  may  be 
some  slight  modification,  I  think  it  should 
meet  with  the  general  acceptance  of  this 
House.  I  am  especially  anxious  about  the  city 
electorates.  I  have  a  very  strong  impression 
that  these  ought  to  be  amalgamated,  and  that 
we  ought  to  have  single  electorates  where  there 
is  a  community  of  interest.  That  is  one  reason, 
at  all  events,  why  I  shall  support  the  Bill  very 
strongly  this  session.  As  to  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  members,  although  I  should  not  object 
to  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  honorarium,  I 
have  a  strong  feeling,  from  my  experience  and 
from  my  reading,  that  a  small  House  is  more 
open — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  expres- 
sion— to  corruption  than  a  large  one,  and  that 
in  a  small  House  each  individual  man's  worth 
is  increased ;  whereas  in  a  large  House  there  is 
much  more  freedom,  and  members  are  much 
less  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of 
the  day;    and  for  that  reason  I  am  not  dis- 
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-posed  to  support  a  reduction  of  members. 
And  I  think  the  honourable  merabor  for  Akaroa 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  difference  in  cost, 
after  all,  would  not  bo  so  ^reat.  I  have  only 
to  say  that  I  shall  support  this  Bill,  and  I  hope 
the  Government  will  be  thoroughly  energetic, 
and  make  a  Government  question  of  it,  and 
stand  or  fall  by  it. 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
if,  in  his  opinion,  there  in  any  probability  of 
the  number  of  members  being  reduced  in  Com- 
mitter, and,  if  not,  wliether  the  Bill  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  ask  tliis  question  because  I 
understand  the  Premier  is  himself  anxious  that 
a  reduction  should  bo  mode. 

Sir  U.  STOUT.— I  have  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  already  that,  judging  from  what  I 
have  heard,  I  do  not  think  the  number  of 
members  will  be  reduced.  If  it  is  kept  at  the 
same  as  it  is  now  I  shall  proceed  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  REID.  —  I  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  Auditor- General 
-could  not  undertake  the  work  in  connection 
with  bringing  the  Diil  into  operation  before  the 
beginning  of  next  year.  Supposing,  for  the 
sake  of  art^unient  tiiat  the  motion  for  going 
into  Commiiteo  is  negatived,  and  that  a  Repre- 
sentation Bill  is  not  passed  till  next  session, 
would  the  niachincry  of  the  Bill  be  suffieiently 
far  advanced,  and  the  electorates  subdivided, 
in  time  to  admit  of  the  next  general  election 
being  conducted  under  tlie  new  Act? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  can  only  say  that  I  hope 
the  Assembly  will  be  able  to  meet  in  April. 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  see  at  once 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  that  the  time 
in  which  I  think  the  Commission  can  do  its 
work  is  three  months.  That  would  be  ample 
time;  and  therefore  the  work  could  easily  be 
done  in  time  for  the  next  general  election,  if 
the  Bill  were  passed  in  the  month  of  May 
next. 

Mr.  REID. — I  cnme  here  pledged  to  assist  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  to  have  the  nimiber  of 
members  in  this  House  reduced — I  do  not  say 
very  materially  reduced,  hut  reduced  to  a  cer- 
tain extent.  My  constituents  are  impressed 
with  the  idea,  and  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  a  majority  of  the  electors  of  the  colony  are 
of  opinion,  that  our  numbers  can  bo  reduced 
without  in  any  way  interfering?  with  the  good 
government  of  the  countn'.  I  voted  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  in  the  hope  that 
reform  in  this  respect  would  be  carried  out  by 
the  measure  itself.  We  have  it  now  from  the 
Premier  that  he  is  of  opnion  —  in  fact,  he 
is  positive  —  from  the  feeling  of  the  House, 
that  if  this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  no  altera- 
tion whatever  will  bo  nmde  in  the  number  of 
members.  He  also  tells  us  that  if  we  pass  the 
Representation  Bill  n*  xt  se-sion  there  will  bo 
-ample  time  to  have  tlie  mxt  general  election 
conducted  under  its  provisions.  If  that  is  so — 
and  no  doubt  the  I^nniier  can  give  an  authori- 
tative opinion  on  tlie  subject — why  waste  our 
time  now  over  this  measure  ?  Why  this  undue 
haste,  this  unseemlv  ha^te?  I  submit  that  we 
have  already  establ'shed  tl.e  principle  of  the 
Bill ;  and  that  it  is  only  riglit,  seeing  that 
Mr,  W.  D.  Stewart 


nothing  will  be  lost  by  a  short  dekv  ia  ^ 
matter,  that  the  question  should  be  soLiaittri 
to  our  constituents  for  an  expression  of  o^ 
before  we  pass  the  Bill  at  all.  Of  ccxasi 
are  indebted  to  a  very  intelligent  Pieis^^ 
manner  in  which  it  ventilates  ail  questiaid 
policy  and  matters  of  public  interest  M 
come  before  this  House :  still,  I  v^sser  te 
say  that  there  is  a  great  number  of  ma  ii 
this  colony  who  have  not  the  oppoctsair 
of  keeping  themselves  posted  up  in  uttsy  i 
the  important  measures  that  we  deal  vA. 
Therefore  I  say  it  is  not  fair  to  these  tm,^ 
contribute  so  many  thousands  ansusllT  t&  tb 
cost  of  government,  for  this  House  to  paa  i 
measure  now  which  will  affect  them  ix  >« 
to  come,  without  consul  tin;;  them  upon  it  b 
voting  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  In 
led  to  believe  that  we  should  reduce  thensaia 
of  members,  partly  from  the  expressed  ojsmn 
of  honourable  members  themselves,  and  pin^ 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  dnnngs^ 
and  last  session  we  have  passed  msayloal- 
goveming  Bills,  by  which  a  large  portion  of  !fct 
miscellaneous  work  which  used  to  engage  tb 
attention  of  this  House  is  to  be  passed  owrU 
the  local  bodies.  That  is  one  reason  why  w 
should  economize  in  the  way  I  desiie.  Fi« 
the  assurance  which  the  Premier  has  just  gittt 
to  me,  I  can  only  come  to  the  coDclasiont^ 
it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  proceed  withtbii 
Bill  this  session.  I  say  it  is  not  at  alladjisiblc, 
and  it  is  unnecessary,  that  wcalreaidj  tired e« 
and  wearied  with  the  work  of  the  session, shoold 
have  to  consider  this  matu^-r  at  a  time  wheaw 
are  not  fit  to  give  that  consideration  toit«ii^ 
its  importance  deserves.  I  hope  those mcmba 
who  voted  with  me  for  the  second  reading  wifl, 
after  the  Premier's  aj>surance,  see  thatno#< 
whatever  is  to  be  gained  by  proceeding  fante 
with  this  measure  now  ;  also  that  it  is  onljfiff 
to  our  constituents  that  they  should  hiTeiB 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  en  tw 
matter.  During  the  recess  honourable  gea* 
men  can  go  before  their  constituents  with  m 
Representation  Bill  in  one  hand  and  thcrepai 
of  the  Legislative  Expenditure  Committee  b 
the  other,  and  explain  their  provisions,  hay 
suggestion  is  accepted,  we  should  me€i  j« 
here.  Sir,  next  session  in  a  better  frame  of  emb 
than  we  are  now  in,  and  armed  with  the  d» 
pronounced  opinions  of  our  constituents  on  tlffl 
important  measure.  We  should  also  be  aw  j 
give  the  Bill  better  consideration,  ^.^ 
pass  it  in  much  less  time  and  in  a  morefncwuJ 
spirit  than  we  are  likelv  to  do  on  this  oocaaoa 
Mr.  MENTEATH.— Sir,  this  isthemostfflj 
portant  subject  that  could  possibly  be  discu^ 
by  this  Assembly,  and  the  function  ^^^^ 
undertaking  to  perform  is,  perhaps,  the  dks 
weighty  function  that  could  devolve  upon  * 
And  it  is  of  special  importance  at  this  tiin«.*^ 
under  the  conditions  in  which  vre  are  at  p^* 
placed.  We  have  before  us  a  Bill  which8ft«J 
an  entirely  new  constitutional  pnnapw-- 
principle  which  has  never  been  ^"^^^  j 
House— a  principle  which  has  never  beeo^^ 
firmed  in  any  country  in  the  ^°^^^'.*V^t^ 
am  aware — ccrtainlv  not  in  the  United  ctt** 
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«r  the  Australian  Colonies.    Are  wo  to  shovel 
ibis  measure  through  after  a  few  hours'  debate 
—after  a  few  speecnes  which  seem  like  gasps  ? 
—for  those  who  speak  are  gagged  by  those  who 
aze  so   anxious   to  have  the  measure  forced 
through.    Is  this  the  manner  in  which  tiiis 
House  is  going  to  pass  a  most  important  and 
new  constitutional  measure,  which  is  to  bind 
the  utterances  of  the  people  for  years  to  come  ? 
I  say  the  principle  of  this  Bill  has  never  been 
affinned  in  any  country.    That  principle  is  the 
piinoiple   of  a  population  basis»  without  any 
elasticity   or   margin  whatever.     Population, 
and  population  only,  is  the  principle  af&rmed 
in  this  fill.    We  have  heard  that  the  principle 
of  population  has  been  affirmed  before  in  this 
House ;  but  has  it  been  affirmed  ?   No.  Was  the 
principle  of  a  population-basis  affirmed  under 
the  Bui  which  was  brought  in  in  1879  ?    No  ; 
that  measure  did  not  go  as  far  as  this  one, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  got  as  far  as  its 
second  reading.    It  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
then  dropped.    Another  difierence  between  that 
Bill  and  the  present  is  that  in  it  a  difference 
of  25  per  cent,  in  the  population  of  city  elec- 
torates was  recognized.    But  it  has  been  said 
that  this  principle  was  affirmed  in  1881  in 
the  law  for  the  distribution  of  seats  as  they 
at  present  exist  which  was  then  passed.    There 
is  no  assertion  of  this  principle  of  population 
in  that  Bill.    It  is  true  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  mentioned 
in  his  speech  that  he  took  population  as  the 
hasis   on  which  he  divided  the  various  pro- 
vincial districts  ;  but  he  left  free  play  for  other 
principles  in  the  electoral  districts  within  the 
various  provincial  boundaries.    It  was  only  as 
between  province  and  province  that  population 
was  taken  as  a  basis ;  and,  as  I  have  already 
«aid,  we  can  only  gather  that  fact  from  the 
division  laid  down  in  the  schedule.    There  was 
no  affirmation  of  the  principle  of  a  popula- 
tion basis  in  the  Bill  itself.    The  Bill  simply 
provided  that  the  electoral  districts  of  the  colony 
should  be  divided  as  in  the  schedule,  and  in 
the  schedule  it  so  happens  that  a  population 
I>a8is  was  recognized  as  between  province  and 
province.     In  this  Bill  we  are  told  that  the 
colony  is  to  be  cut  up  into  electoral  districtft, 
ihat  mountain-ranges  are  to  be  chopped  in 
two,  that  rivers  are  to  be  disregarded,  that  the 
physical  characters  of  districts  are  to  be  dis- 
regarded, that  the  wealth  of  districts  is  to  be 
disregarded,   that   everything   is   to  be  disre- 
garded beyond  the  bare  fact  that  six  thousand 
people  are  to  be  found  within  the  imaginary 
bonndary-line  that  this  Conmiission  is  to  lay 
down.     The  distribution  of  seats  in  the  United 
8tate8  has  a  reference  to  a  population  basis. 
There  the  principle  is  that  there  shall  be  thirty- 
three   thousand  electors  within  the  district ; 
but  there  may  be  more — there  may  be  fifty 
thousand,  or  a  hundred  thousand  ;   and,  then, 
the   other  circumstances   of  the  district,  its 
phjeical  condition  and  other  matters,  are  al- 
lowed free  play  under  the  law  there  in  force. 
There   is,  in  fact,  a  minimum  limit,  but  no 
maximum.    There  is  no  hard-and-fa&t  rule  laid 
doivn  that  there  shall  be  six  thousand  electors, 


or  any  particular  number  of  thousands  of  elec- 
tors in  a  district. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOnSS  BESUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  ^lENTEATH.  — In  speaking  to  this  Bill 
before  the  adjournment  I  sought  to  establish 
the  following  points  :  that  this  question  is  per- 
haps the  most  momentous  with  which  this 
Legislature  could  occupy  itself ;  secondly,  that 
in  the  Bill  which  we  have  now  before  us  wo 
have  an  entirely  new  departure  —  that  that 
new  departure  takes  the  shape  of  a  political 
experiment — that  nowhere  in  the  civilized 
world  have  we  got  that  principle  in  operation 
at  the  present  day.  Turn  where  we  like, — to 
America,  to  the  other  Australian  Colonies, — 
we  find  nowhere  the  principle  of  population 
affirmed  as  the  only  principle  on  which  the 
distribution  of  seats  should  be  made.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  establish,  moreover,  that  those 
who  have  said  in  this  debate  that  we  are  only 
indorsing  the  principle  established  by  the  Act 
of  1881  spoke  without  any  knowledge  of  tiie 
facts.  In  the  Bill  of  1881  there  is  no  affirma- 
tion of  the  principle  that  is  now  sought  to  be 
affirmed.  Nowhere  throughout  the  Act  is  it 
stated  that  population  shall  be  the  basis  of 
representation  at  all.  I  pointed  out  that  no 
doubt  the  population  is  a  factor  in  determining 
the  boundaries  of  constituencies,  and  that  it  is 
also  taken  as  the  main  factor  in  determining 
the  allocation  of  members  to  the  different  pro- 
vinces, but  that  within  the  boundaries  of  those 
provinces  other  considerations  are  allowed  to 
alter  very  materially  the  numerical  boimdaries 
of  individual  constituencies.  This  principle  in 
the  Bill  of  1881  is  not  to  be  gathered  from 
the  Bill  itself,  but  merely  from  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it. 
Sir  John  Hall.  No  doubt  it  has  been  said 
that  this  principle  was  affirmed  in  the  Act  of 
1879.  But  that  Act  was  a  conspicuous  failure. 
It  was  introduced  to  this  House,  and  subse- 
quently abandoned  because  of  the  universal 
consensus  of  opinion  in  the  House  that  it  was 
not  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
colony.  As  the  Act  of  1881  has  been  quoted 
as  an  authority  upon  this  subject,  and  as  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it  has  been  quoted  as  an  authority,  I 
would  like  to  refer  very  briefly  to  that  speech. 
The  honourable  gentleman  affirmed  that  he 
took  a  population  basis  as  the  basis  of  distri- 
bution of  representation  between  the  provincial 
districts,  but  within  those  districts  he  left  a 
large  margin  for  the  play  of  different  factors, 
those  factors  being  the  difference  between  citj 
and  country  constituencies,  the  physical  fea- 
tures of  the  country,  and  the  progressive  or 
stationary  character  of  each  district.  These 
were  expressly  admitted  by  him  as  governing 
factors  in  the  distribution  of  members  among 
the  constituencies  within  the  boundaries  of 
each  province,  although  the  numerical  basis, 
was  the  basis  for  the  distribution  of  mcmbera 
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between  the  provinces  themselveB.  On  general 
grounds,  therefore,  as  this  is  a  new  departure, 
it  is  worthy  of  very  careful  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  this  House.  But  I  would  urge 
that  there  are  special  considerations  which 
should  influence  this  House  to  exercise  on 
this  question  a  ^-rcater  amount  of  care  than 
is  demanded  by  oven  the  general  considera- 
tions that  I  1 1  live  stated.  They  are  these : 
What  are  the  fiiuctions  that  this  House  has  to 
I>erform  in  this  colony?  I  take  it  that  the 
main  subject  wiili  which  this  House  has  to  be 
occupied  session  after  session  is  the  question 
how  best  to  scitlo  the  Crown  lands  of  this 
colony,  and  how  best  to  promote  colonization, 
and,  as  an  essential  part  of  that  subject,  the 
great  question  of  loan  distribution — the  ques- 
tion of  borrowing  and  public  works.  Again,  in 
considermg  a  measure  of  representation,  we 
must  remember  this  colony  is  peculiarly  situ- 
ated. We  must  take  into  consideration  the 
physical  features  of  the  colony,  the  provincial 
t>oundaries,  the  fact  that  those  provincial 
boundaries  have  indicated  for  many  years 
political  entities,  which  have  grown  up  with  a 
community  of  thought  and  feeling,  and  that 
those  provincial  boundaries,  in  the  minds  of 
the  provincial ihts  as  in  the  geography  of  the 
country,  show  no  signs  of  disappearance.  I 
hold,  then,  that  this  subject,  on  general 
grounds,  is  one  of  supremo  importance,  and, 
under  the  special  difficulties  of  this  country,  is 
one  of  even  still  greater  importance.  How  has 
this  question  been  introduced  to  this  House  ? 
Wo  were  told  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  —  I  will  not  say  how  —  by  persons  in 
authority  that  this  Bill  would  not  bo  passed 
this  session — that  it  would  be  circulated,  and 
that  the  deliberation  upon  it  would  take  place 
next  session.  That  was  what  we  were  told.  It 
was  not  until  a  few  weeks  a^o  that  it  came 
before  us  as  a  question  of  practical  politics. 
Wo  always  considered,  and  had  a  right  to  con- 
sider, that  we  should  have  the  whole  recess  to 
consult  our  constituents  and  to  discuss  this 
new  departure  that  we  are  asked  to  take  now. 
When  this  House  is  exhausted  with  delibera- 
tions infinitely  inferior  in  character  to  this  one 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  undertake,  we  are 
suddenly  told  that  this  measure  is  to  be  pushed 
through  all  its  stages  now.  Why  is  it  that  we 
see  this  most  important  measure  proposed  to 
the  House  under  the  conditions  that  I  have 
mentioned  ?  Wo  find,  on  looking  round  the 
House,  that  there  are  three  motors  pushing 
on  this  Bill.  I  do  not  wish  to  charge  any 
honourabli!  member — I  do  not  wish  to  make 
a  disgraceful  accusation  against  any  honour- 
able member,  and  therefore  I  will  not  say  that 
any  honourable  member  is  directly  inter- 
ested by  the  motives  I  am  about  to  notice  ; 
but  I  do  say  these  motives  exist  largely  in  the 
country.  Wo  read  them  m  the  Press ;  and  I 
have  only  to  express  the  hope  that  it  is  not 
these  motives  which  account  for  this  extra- 
ordinary pressure  brought  on  the  House  to  pass 
this  mi.'a-;urc  at  this  stage  of  the  session.  The 
motives  1  allude  to,  and  which  1  hope  will  not 
be  allowed  to  militate  against  the  permanent 
Mr.  Mentcath 


interests  of  the  country  are  these:  Eati 
have  loral  interests;  then,  we  hsn  tk j 
terest  of  one  Island  f^ainst  the  oihsi;  i 
then,  we  have  the  city  interest,  kf^ 
snatch  \  triumph  at  the  cost  of  the 
and  la*^t  of  all,  we  have  party  ioteRA 
party  interest  is  allowed  to  achieve i 
by  the  corruption  of  the  legisla&m  d 
count rv,  it  may  be  truly  said  thafc  pn^f 
vcrnniMit  in  this  House  has  been  mitstai 
and  has  been  found  wanting.  WehsTsiiii 
Bill  a  pr  posai  to  take  between  forty lEd^ 
thousaii  1  electors  from  the  country  ftdpt 
them  to  the  towns — to  create  somesxsrstt 
new  city  electorates  at  the  expense  c^  it 
countrs.  I  am  assuming  that  it  is^p»^ 
posed  t  )  increase  the  number  of  membeny 
that  til..'  is  to  remain  as  it  is  now,  asd,  if  I  a 
right  i]i  iiat  assumption,  this  Bill  takes  EXi' 
seven  «t-  i^von  more  members  from  the«i^. 
and  a'M->  them  to  the  towns.  There  we  Sff'" 
the  m  •*  vo  for  the  support  which  somek^ 
able  niiiibcrs  give  to  this  Bill.  Wehawai 
the  fact.  ')roaJly  stated  in  the  papers  tbaJ ifci 
effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  give  three  i^ 
sentatiw  s  to  the  North  Island,  and  tefatia 
from  til..  South.  Then  we  have  the  fid  t^ 
if  till-.;.'  n'presentativea  are  taken  from  it 
South  aiid  given  to  the  North,  in  the  pwHrt 
state  of  political  parties  and  poUfeical  ferfaj 
the  c;i:ii  .'cs  are  that  a  certain  pohtical  paq 
in  this  1j  lusc  will  gain  three  hdherents  and  at 
otlier  p  -.tical  party  will  lose  three  adhensfe 
Now,  1  V.  oil  Id  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  &»  B 
the  fc  lin'4  between  North  and  Sooth.  Itii 
said  tijiL  those  opposing  the  passing  of  eii 
Bill  art'  actuated  by  southern  feeling— &•• 
theydi-ne  to  keep  for  themselves  an  m^ 
shar.'  of  the  representation  of  the  conatrr.  I 
repudiati  altogether  such  a  motive.  BatiW 
I  desire  i;  this:  that  if  it  is  found  the  Ka;^ 
is  eutiLi.  1  to  three  more  representatites «» 
North  ^11  ill  have  them,  but  not  at  the  eip^ 
of  a  pi  :Lt  legislative  blunder— and  if  this  Ba 
is  pa*-'  i  this  session  in  its  proposed  faia^ 
the  cxliaustcd  state  of  the  House,  I  feelsseS 
will  1).'  a  ^^rcat  legislative  blunder.  Nc*.* 
will  Cv  A  with  the  party  question,  idmisi^ 
tratiuii-  ijo  the  qu.?stions  of  a  day;  bat  baa 
lei,'isi.iLi.>M  is  much  more  durable  in  its  efiets. 
We  ku 'A  ]iow  much  easier  it  is  to  fetter 6* 
people  T'f  a  country  with  vicious  and  impiopef 
Icgishii  un  than  it  is  to  break  those  ^ctteisw^ 
they  li.u .  bjcn  imposed.  We  know  thatpeo^ 
accust 'M!  th.uisolves  to  particular  kws,  •* 
it  is  V.  I V  diilicult  to  disturb  the  existini:  ofi^ 
of  thill  :>.  On  CO  let  this  vicious  P^ul<^'IJ^* 
accipi,  I,  nice  let  it  be  riveted  on  the  IJ«» 
of  thi  .  !.  vtoral  districts  of  the  country,  4W 
wo  sliiiil  hnrl  it  difficult  indeed  to  retrace  oar 
steps.  J:  i  1.1^  me  with  surprise  when  hcaioa- 
able  f-'iiiif  men  occupying  leading  poa^^ 
in  tins  Mon.sc  get  up  tmd  advocate  U 
shove- liii-  il.  rough  of  such  an  important  b* 
sure  IV ^  ih:s  for  the  sake  of  effecting  a  cbi3? 
of  adnii,.!  iration  only.  I  think  the  Toicas 
those  luMi. amble  gentlemen  would  bo  betis 
raised  ni  i;r^;ing  that  this  House  should  exer- 
cise   tlii^    tullcst    and    freest  deliberation  » 
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nestiozi,  and  not  that  any  one  who  gets 
.d  speaks  on  the  question  should  be 
»d.  of  stonewalling  the  measure,  and  be 
GO  told  to  sit  down,  while  the  House 
ests  signs  of  impatience.  Now,  I  wish 
:,  iwli&t  is  the  practic^bl  necessity  for  this 
ire  &t  the  present  time?  This  Parliament 
lot  expire  for  another  year.  We  shall 
anotlier  session.  Why,  then,  should  we 
the  measure  through  now?  It  surely 
>t  be  the  only  motive  of  those  honourable 
Binexi  who  are  seeking  to  thrust  this  mea- 
bhroa^^h,  that  they  may  possibly  effect  a 
{e  in  the  Administration  a  few  months 
IT  than  they  might  otherwise  do  it.  If  this 
>oxnes  before  us  next  session — as  the  Go- 
aent  have  pledged  themselves  to  bring  it 
e  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
nrill  have  become  law  before  the  dissolu- 
takes  place  in  the  natural  course  of  events. 
nk  the  only  reason  that  can  be  shown  for 
ng  the  measure  through  now  is  this :  that  if 
es  not  become  law  before  the  commence- 
t  of  next  session  it  will  be  impossible  to 
I  a  no-confidence  mption  and  to  turn  the 
ammcnt  out  till  the  session  is  well  ad- 
sed ;  and  therefore,  for  the  chance  of  turn- 
out the  Administration  two  or  three  months 
•re  it    might  otherwise  be  turned  out,  we 

to  have  a  vicious  system  riveted  on  the 
atry  for  all  time  to  come.  We  are  in  this 
>Ttunate  position  in  opposing  this  mea- 
):  that  we  appear  to  have  no  one  to  lead  us. 

find  the  heads  of  the  Government  and  of 

Opposition  uniting  to  force  this  measure 
9ugh.  Kow,  we  may  ask,  why  is  it  that  the 
imier  is  so  anxious  to  force  this  measure 
ough  ?  Docs  this  House  not  know  that  the 
rcmment  are  in  favour  of  Protection,  and 
»t  the  transference  of  six  or  seven  seats  from 
t  country  to  the  towns  means  strengthening 
!  hands  of  the  Protectionists  throughout  the 
intry?  Does  this  House  not  know  that 
)  Government  are  in  favour  of  putting  the 
uges  for  charitable  aid  and  school* build- 
;$  and  other  charges  upon  the  land  by 
ies?  Surely  this  may  be  another  motive 
:  the  policy  which  the  Premier  is  following, 
be  can  by  this  measure  transfer  six  or  seven 
DAtitucncics  from  the  countr}'  to  the  towns, 

has  that  additional  incentive  for  the  prose- 
tion  of  his  policy.  Let  the  country  members 
ak  to  it.  The  larger  the  number  of  repre- 
ntatives  given  to  the  towns,  the  larger  will  be 
c  burdens  imposed  on  the  land.  Then  we 
K)w  it  is  the  policy  of  the  present  Govcm- 
ent  to  moke  railways  instead  of  roods.  Here, 
Sftin,  this  Bill  will  help  them.  It  is  possible 
«  the  country  districts  to  combine  with  the 
*ge  centres  to  make  railways,  because  there 
ley  have  a  common  interest ;  but  all  the  his- 
>'y  of  this  country  teaches  that  the  reading 
i  the  outlying  districts  has  been  very  inadc- 
aately  pushed  forward— tliat  it  has,  in  fact, 
ttn  completely  neglected — when  it  has  been 
rft  to  be  governed  by  the  controlling  influ- 
iicoot  tho  largo  towns.  Under  the  provincial 
ystem  we  had  the  revenues  accruing  from  the 
♦iDviiicos  generally  spent  in   and  about  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  large  towns.  If  the 
supreme  power  is  conferred  on  the  large  towna 
this  will  follow :  We  shall  have  railways,  but  no 
more  roads.  Thus  we  can  very  easily  under- 
stand why  it  is  sought  to  distribute  power  in 
this  way,  in  order  to  further  the  interests  of 
the  Protectionists,  in  order  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  wish  to  put  all  charges 
upon  land,  and  in  order  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  wish  to  make  railways 
instead  of  roads.  Now,  what  is  the  object 
that  this  Bill  seeks  to  attain,  and  which  it 
actually  professes  to  attain,  by  this  distribution 
of  representation  according  to  population? 
Is  it  not  to  give  an  equal  weight  to  the  vote 
of  eveiy elector  in  the  country?  How,  Hen, 
does  this  Bill  attain  it?  It  is  the  form  and 
not  the  substance.  Nominally  it  gives  equal 
weight  to  every  constituency;  but  does  it  do 
so  in  effect?  Why,  the  experience  of  every 
country  but  this  directs  us  on  this  point.  We 
know  that  the  power  of  combination  in  districts 
depends  on  the  density  of  population  in  those 
districts.  The  more  scattered  the  population, 
the  larger  the  area  it  covers,  the  greater  the 
topographical  obstacles  that  intervene  between 
its  parts,  the  greater  will  be  the  sectional  voice 
which  will  speak  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
district  in  different  tones.  The  result  will  be 
that,  year  after  year,  the  voices  of  the  country 
districts  will  be  silenced  in  this  House,  and  the 
only  voices  which  will  speak  with  clear  tones 
will  be  the  voices  of  the  masses  acting  together 
in  the  cities.  We  know  perfectly  well  that  local 
questions  take  the  greater  part  of  the  atten- 
tion of  this  House,  and  we  know  that  the  cities 
can  always  unite  upon  local  questions.  How- 
ever much  two  or  more  candidates  may  divide 
the  electors  on  large  questions  of  policy,  they 
all  unite  as  one  man  on  local  questions ;  and 
therefore  on  those  local  questions  the  cities 
will  be  represented  and  the  country  district'i 
will  not  be  represented.  How  can  large,  scat- 
tered districts  keep  touch  with  this  House 
and  their  representatives?  They  cannot  do 
it.  Is  it  possible  for  political  questions  to  be 
brought  before  them  with  anything  like  tho 
directness,  or  in  anything  like  the  time,  that 
they  can  be  in  large  cities  ?  It  cannot  be  done. 
The  result  will  be,  if  we  pass  this  Bill,  we  shall 
make  the  electoral  districts  in  the  country 
more  scattered  and  more  divided  than  they  are 
at  present,  and  we  shall  therefore  cause  a  more 
confused  voice  to  come  from  the  country  as 
against  more  union  in  the  voices  from  the 
towns.  We  see  that  this  consideration  of  ter- 
ritorial extent  has  governed  the  electoral 
distribution  of  districts  in  all  new  countries. 
In  New  Zealand  they  have  rocoffuized  terri- 
torial considerations  in  the  distribution  of 
electoral  districts  from  tho  first,  and  in  all 
the  colonies  of  the  Australasian  group  it  is 
so.  Under  the  Proclamation  of  1853  this 
colony  was  divided  into  thirty-seven  districts. 
The  population  of  the  colony  was  then  32,554, 
and  therefore  each  member  in  this  House  then 
represented  a  constituency  of  879  souls.  Under 
the  distribution  of  18G0  each  member  repre- 
sented 1,683;  under  the  distribution  of  186i5, 
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S,264;  under  the  distribution  of  1865  each 
member  represented  2,881 ;  under  the  distribu- 
tion of  1870  each  member  represented  3,356; 
nnder  the  distribution  of  1875  each  member 
represented  4,474 ;  and  under  the  distribution 
of  1881  each  member  represented  5,400;  and 
under  this  Bill  each  member  will  represent  a 
population  of  6,302.  Kow,  why  was  it  that 
this  system  of  representation  was  adopted  in 
the  past,  and,  as  I  think,  for  the  good  of  the 
colony?  Simply  because  it  was  recognized 
that  unlcRs  the  districts  were  confined  within 
certain  limits  representation  would  be  a  farce ; 
and  so  it  would  bo  now.  A  man  cannot 
represent  in  anything  like  a  satisfactory  manner 
a  district  which  is  as  largo  as  or  larger  than 
an  English  county.  The  districts  must  be  con- 
fined within  reasonable  limits  if  we  are  to 
have  satisfactory  representation.  Now,  I  hold 
that  tho  country  constituencies  at  the  present 
time  are  reduced  to  the  smallest  limits  ad- 
visable ;  aud  if  we  make  them  larger  than  they 
are  at  the  present  time — if  we  increase  their 
siKo  as  it  is  proposed  to  increase  their  size 
under  this  Bill  —  we  shall  simply  annihilate 
the  country  representation  to  a  considerable 
degree,  and  leave  only  tlie  representation  of 
towns  in  this  House.  Therefore  I  hold  that 
this  Bill,  while  it  professes  to  equalize  votes, 
really  effects  an  enormous  disparity  between 
the  votes  of  the  town  and  the  votes  of  the 
country.  It  is  said  by  some  honourable  gentle- 
men who  represent  country  constituencies — and 
in  saying  it  they  stultify  themselves — •♦  Let  us 
get  the  Bill  in  Committee,  and  in  Committee  we 
will  remodel  the  Bill."  They  can  only  get  into 
Committee  by  alliance  with  the  city  members. 
It  is  only  by  tho  members  from  the  North 
Island  and  tho  cities  combining  that  this  Bill 
can  be  taken  into  Committee ;  and  if  this  Bill 
is  taken  into  Committee  the  union  must  fail 
there,  and  therefore  it  is  the  merest  waste  of 
time  for  honourable  members  who  represent 
these  different  sections  to  take  the  Bill  into 
Committee  with  the  idea  that  they  can  remodel 
the  Bill  there.  Why,  the  whole  reason  for  the 
city  members  going  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill  is  to  gain  power  for  the  cities  as  contrasted 
with  the  country.  If  that  is  so — if  my  assump- 
tion is  correct  —  then  they  would  rather  not 
have  the  Bill  at  all  than  have  it  put  into  a  form 
that  will  suit  country  interests.  Then,  if  the 
eountry  members  take  the  Bill  into  Commit- 
tee, and  it  is  so  moulded  as  to  injure  country 
interests,  how  will  they  explain  their  action 
to  their  constituents  ?  How  will  honourable 
members  explain  their  action  in  imposing 
injustice  on  their  constituents  for  all  time 
in  order  that  they  might  gain  a  temporary 
advantage  for  their  party  or  for  particular  con- 
stituencies? Then,  I  would  say  a  few  words 
about  the  number  of  members  in  this  House. 
I  admit  that  v. hen  I  was  new  to  politics  I  was 
under  the  imp  session  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers might  be  reduced  with  advantage  to  the 
country  ;  but  a  little  acquaintance  with  the 
politics  of  the  country  has  shown  me  that  that 
opinion  was  wrong.  I  believe  that,  bo  long  as 
the  public  works  policy  lb  to  be  continued,  if 
Jfr.  Menteath 


there  is  to  be  any  change  in  the  i 
members  it  must  be  in  the  " 
creasing  rather  than  in  the  < 
creasing  them.  If  we  contrast  the  i 
the  representatives  in  this  ookfoji 
presentation  in  all  the  other  cokoL 
find  that  the  representation  in  Kei  2 
smaller  than  that  in  three  of  f 
little  larger  than  that  in  two  of  i 
stand,  therefore,  very  fairly  in  the  i 
hold  that  weight  is  to  be  attached  i 
ment  already  advanced  in  this  E 
we  reduce  the  number  of  membes  i 
House  we  shall  reduce  the  mataii]| 
which  future  Administrations  msjl 
that  we  shall  greatly  increase  the  o 
for  corrupting  majorities,  and 
greatly  disable  this  House  for  ] 
functions  which  have  more 
volvcd  upon  it  since  the  abolition  c 
of  attending  to  the  local  matten  y 
to  be  dealt  with  by  as.  If  provincisl  i 
tration  were  re-formed  we  could  d" 
proportion  of  our  members.  While  we  1| 
carry  on  public  works,  while  we  hare  to i; 
local  matters,  we  must  necessaniy  k 
number  of  the  members  of  this  T 
could  we  gain  by  reducing  the  noi 
we  reduced  the  number  by  tweotj  we  il 
only  save  £4,000,  or  £5,000,  or  £6,000. 
that  gain  be  compensated  f or  by  i ' 
be  lost?  I  think  not.  In  conclaaoDlf 
only  say  that  this  Bill  is  the  fomi  i  _ 
substance,  that  it  takes  the  nsme  of  ap* 
principle  in  vain,  telling  us  thst  it  is  p^ 
every  section  of  the  commonitr  s  fiir  «■ 
equal  voice  in  the  direction  of  this  wBtayi 
affairs,  when  it  does  exactly  the  CfpoaiL  fi 
is  a  retrograde  step  upon  the  Act  of  18S1;  a^ 
I  a.<ik  that  on  a  question  of  such  greii^  9- 
portance,  as  it  seems  to  me,  honouabk  so- 
bers will  put  away  all  considenticau(rffK^ 
all  considerations  of  North  ag&inst  Soma 
Kast  against  West,  all  considerations  rf  ^ 
against  country,  and  vote  so  that  weiMjii* 
time  to  consider  what  ought  to  be  to-  ^ 
this  late  period  of  the  session  this  H«J«fl 
not  in  a  frame  of  mind  to  take  upthisqii«B* 
I  believe  that  it  will  be  admitted,  ercn  bj  w 
supporters  of  the  Bill,  that  the  House  iiK^» 
a  fit  frame  of  mind  to  deal  with  tiiisq^s^ 
and  therefore,  although  I  disagree  am 
with  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  I  pnt  tius««fr 
ment  to  those  who  support  the  Bill  :tbt^ 
must  have  much  fuller  and  better  cousi^ 
tion  next  session  than  it  can  have  this  sesa* 
Mr.  BRUCE.— I  should  not  take  i»y  ?J 
in  this  discussion  had  it  not  been  f or  a  rtE* 
made  by  an  honourable  member  drt  * 
course  of  this  debate.  The  honourable  ®« 
ber  for  Greymouth  asked  why  thev«ce»^ 
member  for  Rangitikei  was  not  heard,  in  «• 
nection  with  this  measure,  in  reference  to* 
representation  of  the  seamen  of  the  w^J. 
wish  very  briefly  to  explain;  and  while »*^ 
BO  I  may  say  that,  on  behalf  of  the  se»^< 
New  Zealand,  I  thank  the  honourable  m^ 
for  Greymouth  for  the  sympathy  and sop^ 
]  ho  gave  me  on  a  previous  occasion,  w*^ 
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political  education  has  now  so  far  advanced 
that  I  recognize  this  fact :  that  it  is  one  of  the 
unwritten  laws  of  parliamentary  procedure 
that  any  mea.8ure  of  importance  such  as  this 
must  emanate  from  the  Government  of  the  day. 
That  has  heen  one  of  my  reasons  for  not  moving 
in  this  matter  on  this  occasion.  And,  although  I 
do  not  speak  with  authority,  I  believe  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  Premier  lie  in  the  direction 
of  giving  the  seamen  of  this  colony  a  voice  in 
this  Assembly,  and  I  have  no  doubt — though,  as 
I  have  said,  I  have  no  authority  for  saying  so — 
that  he  would  introduce  a  provision  of  that  kind 
into  this  measure  if  he  thought  there  was  any 
chance  of  ccurying  it.  But  it  is  my  impression 
that  public  opinion  is  not  yet  sufficiently  ripe 
to  stamp  with  its  approval  such  a  measure  at 
the  present  time.  I  may  also  say  that  I  think 
this  would  be  an  exceedingly  inopportune  time 
for  its  introduction ;  for  I  believe  that  there 
is  a  very  widely  spread  feeling  in  the  country 
that  the  number  of  representatives  in  this 
House  should  be  rather  decreased  tlian  aug- 
mented. It  is  my  opinion  also  that,  the  sub- 
ject having  received  so  much  ventilation  during 
the  last  two  sessions  of  Parliament,  and  also, 
presumably,  in  the  country,  it  will  receive 
every  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  constitu- 
€ncies  at  the  next  election,  and  if  I  come 
back  to  this  House  I  do  not  expect  to  come 
back  single-handed  on  this  question.  I  do 
not  for  one  moment  believe  that  this  demo- 
cratic young  country  will  deny  her  seamen  the 
right  to  make  their  voices  heard  in  this  As- 
sembly— in  the  Assembly  of  a  community  of 
which  they  themselves  form  an  important 
integral  part — nor  do  I  believe  that  this  colony 
is  desirous  of  seeing  those  evils  and  abuses 
spring  up  in  her  mercantile  marine  which 
in  that  of  the  Mother -country  are  still  an 
outrage  on  civilization  and  a  dark  blot  upon 
the  reputation  of  Great  Britain.  I  should 
now  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference 
io  this  Bill  itself.  On  the  whole,  I  approve  of 
the  principle  sufficiently  to  vote  for  its  going 
•into  Committee.  X  believe  that  it  is  desirable, 
although  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  that,  under  our  changing  circum- 
stances, some  self-adjusting  automatic  ma- 
chinery should  be  devised  for  arranging  and 
rearranging  the  boundaries  of  our  electorates. 
I  believe  also  that  the  population  basis  is 
■at  present,  subject  to  some  modifications,  of 
aU  bases  the  most  practicable  one.  I  have 
said  **  at  present,"  because  I  do  not  accept  this 
measure  as  anything  but  a  temporary  solution 
of  the  problem  of  representation.  I  hope  to 
live  to  see  a  modification  of  the  Hare  system 
■adopted  in  this  colony.  I  also  say  "subject  to 
certain,  modifications,"  because  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion — ^not  because  I  am  a  country  mem- 
ber, for  I  have  always  held  the  principle  strongly 
— that  the  country  ought  to  be  much  more 
largely  represented  proportionately  than  the 
urban  populations.  I  believe  that  the  produc- 
tive and  progressive  forces  of  the  colony  ought 
to  have  the  greatest  representation  in  this  As- 
sembly. The  interests  of  town  and  country  arc 
identical ;  but  there  can  bo  no  doubt,  I  think, 


that  the  urban  constituencies  are  too  short- 
sighted to  see  that.  We  have  been  told  during 
this  debate  that  the  cities  are  more  intelligent 
than  the  country.  I  think  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  said  that  the  town  is  the 
brain  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — Let  us  measure  that  state- 
ment by  the  standard  of  results.  I  have  no 
wish  to  make  invidious  distinctions ;  but  where 
does  the  cry  for  Protection  and  for  bursting-up 
land-taxes  arise?  In  the  urban  constituen- 
cies. It  comes  from  the  unthinking  masses  in 
the  urban  constituencies.  It  is  the  city  con- 
stituencies which  mainly  send  members  here 
pledged  to  support  the  policy — or,  rather,  the 
fallacy  —  of  Protection,  which,  scientifically 
considered,  is  as  dead  as  the  Ptolemaic  theory 
of  the  solar  system. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Not  practically, 

Mr.  BRUCE.  —  Not  practically,  unfortu- 
nately, but  scientifically  it  certainly  is.  I 
feel  that  I  shall,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  going 
over  ground  already  well  trodden,  but  I  wish 
very  briefly  to  refer  to  some  views  expressed 
by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua.  He  dealt  at  some  length,  and  very 
ably,  I  think,  with  the  necessity  for  the  in- 
creased representation  of  the  country  districts ; 
and  I  would  point  out  this  to  the  House— for  I 
am  sure  it  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be  contra- 
dicted :  that  four  thousand  men  in  a  city  can  so 
organize,  consolidate,  and  combine  their  forces 
as  to  make  their  pressure  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  eight  thousand  men  in  a  scattered 
and  thinly-populated  country  district.  I  wish 
to  look  at  the  question  from  another  point  of 
view.  We  are  all  well  aware  what  an  alarm- 
ing feature,  at  the  present  day,  is  the  undue 
gravitation  of  the  country  population  to  the 
cities.  We  have  here,  at  present,  in  one  of  the 
cities  of  the  colony,  five  hundred  unemployed 
men  clamouring  for  work.  Now,  it  goes  with- 
out saying  that  we  all  sympathize  with  men 
who  want  work  and  are  unable  to  find  it — 
honest,  deserving  men.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
any  one  to  get  up  to  give  expression  to  that 
opinion  in  this  House.  But,  from  my  ex- 
perience of  the  unemployed — and  I  have  had 
a  little  experience  of  them ;  I  have  been  one 
of  the  unemployed  myself,  not  in  this  coun- 
try, but  in  other  countries — I  say,  judging 
from  my  own  experience,  I  have  formed  a  very 
strong  opinion  indeed  that  the  cases  of  deserv- 
ing poverty  in  their  ranks  are  very  few  indeed 
as  compared  with  those  which  are  absolutely 
undeserving.  We  have  a  number  of  these  un- 
employed in  Auckland,  and  we  are  told  they  are 
artisans ;  and  no  doubt  they  are.  It  is  said  a 
number  of  them  are  ironworkers ;  and  no  doubt 
that  is  so.  And  we  already  know  what  pressure 
they  have  brought  to  bear  in  this  House  ;  and 
if  we  increase  the  number  of  city  representatives 
their  infiuence  will  be  still  more  felt ;  and  in 
what  direction  will  it  go  ?  In  the  direction  of 
Protection,  unquestionably.  I  wish  now  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  of  the  remarks  that  fell 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua, 
I  which  appeared  to  me  extremely  illogical  foe 
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one  of  his  logical  turn  of  mind.  The  honoor- 
able  member  told  us — in  fact,  he  appealed  to  a 
certain  section,  for  that  was  the  way  in  which 
I  took  it— he  appealed  to  a  certain  section  not 
io  pass  the  Bill.  Why?  Because  it  would 
give  three  members  antagonistic  to  the  GoTem- 
ment — because,  presumably,  the  three  North 
Island  members  would  be  in  opposition  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MENTE.\TH.— Will  the  honourable 
mombor  allow  me  to  explain  what  I  did  say  ?  I 
said  that  certain  members,  I  feared,  were  in- 
fiucneed  by  an  unworthy  motive — which  was, 
io  gain  an  advantage  for  their  party  of  three 
members  ;  and  tliat  that  was  the  spirit  in  which 
they  approached  this  question. 

Mr.  SPKAKER.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentl(>ni:in  guarded  himself  against  imputing 
unworthv  motives. 

Mr.  TkiKNTEATH.  —  I  expressed  the  hope 
that  that  suspicion  on  my  part  was  not  well 
founded. 

Mr.  BRUCE.  — I  accept  the  honourable 
gentleman's  explanation.  I  did  not  attribute 
to  him  tliat  ho  had  imputed  unworthy  motives  ; 
but  this  fiict  remains:  ne  assumes  that  it  would 
give  threes  members  to  the  Opposition.  Is  that 
not  so  ?  Very  well.  The  honourable  member 
goes  on  to  appeal  again  to  the  House,  or  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  it,  not  to  pass  this  Bill.  Why  ? 
Because  it  would  give  six  supporters  to  the 
Government  from  the  city  constituencies.  How 
can  the  honourable  member  reconcile  those 
statement'*  ? 

Mr.  r^IKNTEATH.— I  would  explain  again 
that  in  considering  this  Bill  I  expressly  stated 
that  1  put  party  considerations  entirely  on  one 
bide. 

Mr.  BIIUCE.  —  Sir,  aj^ain  the  honourable 
member  appealed  to  the  House  not  to  pass  this 
Bill,  because  it  would  give  six  members  pro- 
bably pledged  to  Protection,  which  is  one  of  the 
features  of  the  policy  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  sit  on  the  Government  benches. 
WMiy  sliould  such  an  appeal  have  come  from  a 
Government  supporter?  He  has  actually  ap- 
pealed to  this  House  to  vote  against  this 
mcasiTro  because  it  will  give  six  supporters  to 
the  (rovernment  which  he  is  keeping  on  those 
benches.  And,  again,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  certain  sections  of  this  House 
would  join  together  to  put  this  Bill  into  Com- 
mittre  ;  but  what  would  it  be  when  it  came  out 
of  Committee  ?  It  would  be  in  a  very  mutilated 
form.  From  his  reasoning  one  would  imagine 
that  tin-  country  members  lin,d  sold  themselves 
absolutrly;  but,  if  the  Bill  comes  out  in  a 
form  they  do  not  wisli,  they  can  vote  against  it 
when  it  romcs  out  of  Committee,  as  I  certainly 
shall  do  if  1  do  not  think  that  fair  concessions 
are  given  to  the  rural  constituencies.  A  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  the  amalgamation  of 
city  electorates.  I  have  given  this  subject 
considerable  thought,  and  I  believe  their  amal- 
gamation would  be  inimical,  not  merely  to 
the  country  districts,  but  to  the  cities  them- 
selves. As  I  have  said,  the  interests  of  town 
and  country  an*  absolutely  identical ;  but  if  F^ro- 
tcctionist  nuiiibrrs  are  returned  by  the  cities, 
Mr.  Bruce 


which  exercise  undue  weight  in  this  Hoos^vis 
will  the  result  be  ?  By  checking  the  expisK 
forces  of  the  country  the  cities  tbmaha 
will  suffer.  That  is  just  as  certais  u  sss 
two  and  two  make  four.  What  are  ov  »ia! 
They  are  a  creation  of  the  country  distiie^ 
for  which  they  act  as  distributing  ce 
They  are  the  effects,  the  country  beiz^  % 
cause.  For  that  reason  I  object  to  ^  bb^ 
gamation  of  city  electorates.  I  believe  tk 
would  unduly  increase  the  power  of  the  d:a^ 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  tiistftki 
liant  oratorical  demagogue  could  get  ^  oi 
appeal  to  the  passions  of  an  urban  const(tog» 
by  invoking  all  sorts  of  visionary  illusions,  id 
those  who  came  here  to  a^t  with  him  «3ii 
be  merely  his  nominees  or  satellites.  Hica  i 
something  under  this  amalgamation  of  ess 
electorates,  and  it  is  a  thing  the  ooontij  v^ 
sentatives  ought  to  watch  meet  jealoasly.  1 
admit  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  tbe  aip^ 
ments  advanced  by  the  honourable  member  h 
Inangahua  in  reference  to  the  physical  is 

geographical  features  of  the  colony  ;  but,  u  1 
aye  said,  I  do  not  accept  this  as  a  fis&l  so- 
tion  of  this  representation  problem.  I  nfis 
that  the  question  of  North  versus  Soath  ^ms. 
have  been  introdaced  into  this  debate.  It  s 
true  that  we  here  are  North  and  Sou&  c^ 
bers ;  but  we  are,  first  of  all.  New  Zfitlife' 
members,  and  we  should  rememb^  thst,  sal 
not  allow  any  other  motive  to  influence  os  ci 
the  floor  of  this  House.  I  cannot  midHSJaad 
this  cry  of  North  versus  South.  Why  shcsH 
it  be  ?  Because  a  magnificent  high«j  d 
commerce  —  Cook  Strait  —  runs  between  ^ 
two  Islands  ?  I  can  see  no  reason  in  that  I 
wonder,  if  we  had  dug  it  out  as  a  caniJ,woiii 
the  cry  then  have  existed  ?  Now,  I  ^i^}i> 
say  two  or  three  words  in  support  of  myaci-KS 
in  voting  for  this  measure.  I  quite  agree  wi^ 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  honaarsi* 
member  for  Akaroa.  I  believe  we  have  to  bi 
towards  a  possible  contingency.  I  admit  iiB 
not  a  probable  contingency,  but  it  is  pf|«^ 
that  there  may  be  a  revulsion  of  feeling  in  its 
colony  during  the  recess  which  might  sad 
the  present  occupants  of  the  Treasury  bcscbes 
with  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  when  ve^^ 
assemble  here ;  and  if  that  were  the  ««  ^« 
should  certainly  have  to  go  to  the  couDtiTOC 
the  same  basis  as  two  years  ago.  .^f^  ^^^^ 
believe  that  this  adjustment  of  boandarisa 
electorates  may  take  longer  than  many  tosoor 
able  members  imagine ;  and,  if  next  scsssa 
this  Bill  becomes  law,  then  the  CommissiL^"^- 
might  not  be  able  to  adjust  the  bounJaric-'O 
time  for  the  elections.  The  Premier  combasal 
that  idea  this  ovenin.f:,  I  believe;  but  I '^J' 
not  think  he  knows  exactly  what  time  it  ^• 
take.  These  are  the  reasons  which  nminly^ 
duce  me  to  vote  for  this  measure;  butlrex'^' 
to  myself  full  powers  to  vote  in  Committw*; 
I  think  fit,  and  I  have  pretty  well  indicates 
during  the  course  of  my  remarks  whftt  "^^ 
tion  I  shall  take  in  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  first  explair,^^ 
reference  to  what  has  been  stated  ^'■/-' 
honourable  member  for  InangaliUii,  that  U-'^ 
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never  looked  upon  the  Bepresentation  Bill  as  a 
party  question.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  deal 
with  it  as  a  party  question  at  all,  but  that 
we  fihould  try  to  get  the  best  Bill  possible,  and, 
in  doing  so,  sink  all  party  differences.  Of 
coarse  I  admit  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  is  true — the  urban  constituencies  will  be 
increased  in  power ;  but  the  increased  power 
is  a  consequence  of  increased  population,  and 
I  think,  as  the  country  districts  are  willing 
to  have  a  population  basis,  they  cannot  object 
to  Lhe  towns  and  suburbs  getting  a  share  of 
the  increased  representation.  It  would  not  be 
right  that  they  snould  be  unrepresented.  Take 
Newtown,  for  example,  in  South  Wellington : 
the  result  will  be  that  perhaps  Wellington  will 
^et  another  member  on  account  of  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  that  suburb.  The 
Dunedin  suburbs  may  also  have  two  or  three 
members;  and  Auckland,  I  think,  the  same. 
I  think  the  House  should  not  object  to  give 
them  the  representation  they  are  entitled 
to  on  a  population  basis.  As  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  said,  I 
have  said  that  I  must  stand  by  this  principle 
of  population  and  none  other,  and  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  understand  that 
I  cannot  consent  to  any  amendment  further 
than  I  have  gone  in  the  Supplementary 
Order  Paper.  If  that  is  not  done  I  shall  be 
bound  to  drop  the  Bill,  because  I  cannot  con- 
-sent  to  being  a  party  to  a  Bill  which  does  not 
contain  the  population  basis. 

]VIr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— Might  I  be  allowed  to 
«sk  the  Premier  a  question?  He  said  that 
unless  there  was  a  substantial  majority  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  he  must  be  content  to 
abandon  it.  Now,  I  want  him  to  tell  me  what 
he  considers  a  substantial  majority.  Would 
ten,  or  twenty,  or  thirty,  be  a  substantial 
majority? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  think  ten  would  be  too 
-substantial. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— Will  the  Premier  say 
Bve? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Well,  about  five. 
Mr.  BBYCE.— I  should  like  to  say  that  my 
feelings  as  a  North  Island  member  are  not 
really  very  strong,  and  that  no  North  Island 
member  can  rely  upon  a  vote  from  me  on  any 
subject  simply  for  the  reason  that  I  represent 
a  portion  of  the  North  Island;  and  he  could 
not  upon  this  subject  now.  I  gave  a  tolerably 
fair  proof  of  that,  I  think,  when  the  former 
Representation  Bill  was  introduced  under  the 
auspices  of  my  own  Premier,  Sir  John  Hall.  I 
then  supported  him  very  loyally  in  the  matter, 
and  it  was  really  on  the  distinct  assurance 
from  him  that,  if  any  readjustment  took  place 
in  which  the  North  Island  might  possibly  be 
favoured,  unquestionably  the  members  of  the 
South  Island  would  show  similar  generosity  to 
%vhat  was  then  shown  to  them,  and  that  cer- 
tainly they  would  offer  no  factious  opposition. 
7 hat  was  the  position  my  own  Premier  took 
up,  and  I  supported  him  most  cordially  in  the 
matter  on  that  understanding;  and  therefore 
it  is  that  I  think  some  unfairness  has  now 
been    shown    by   a    few   members    from    the 


South  Island.  There  is  a  very  great  peculiarity 
in  the  proposal  for  the  carrying  of  this  Bill  by 
the  Government  at  present,  because  I  am  very 
well  assured — and  members  will  correct  me 
if  I  am  mistaken — that  both  the  Government 
whips  have  been  actively  canvassing  against 
this  very  measure.  From  their  silence  on  the 
subject  I  assume  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— Only  one  of  them. 

Mr.  BBYCE.— I  said  that  both  the  Govern- 
ment whips,  I  understand,  have  been  actively 
canvassing  against  this  measure  introduced  by 
the  Premier;  and  the  Premier  adds  force  to 
what  I  state  by  saying  that  there  was  some- 
thing peculiar  which  occurred  on  another 
occasion. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— That  makes  it  not  peculiar. 

Mr.  BBYCE. — It  is  peculiar  in  both  cases. 
An  interjection  has,  however,  come  from  one 
of  the  bono  arable  gentlemen  to  whom  I  al- 
luded, saying  that  only  one  of  them  hsbs  been 
canvassing  against  the  Bill.  That,  of  course, 
lessens  the  peculiarity,  if  it  is  the  case,  to 
that  extent.  I  understand  that  one  or  more 
members  of  the  Government  is  or  are  against 
this  measure  also,  and  that  they  have  not  hesi- 
tated to  canvass  against  the  measure.  I  am 
not  going  to  give  particulars :  that  is  always 
dangerous  to  do.  I  shall  abstain  from  that; 
but  there  are  peculiar  rumours  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  told  that  there  really  is  no  rea- 
son existing  now  why  we  should  not  go  to  a 
division  at  once,  because  the  result  of  those 
efforts  is  said  to  be  that  there  is  a  majority  for 
the  Government  against  a  Government  Bill. 
If  that  is  so  there  can  be  no  possible  reason 
why  we  should  not  immediately  go  to  a  divi- 
sion, and  have  the  Government  defeated  by  the 
aid  of  themselves  and  of  their  own  active 
friends.  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  creditable 
that  the  Government  of  the  country  should 
act  in  that  way.  I  quite  understand  and  ap- 
preciate the  party  difficulty  the  Government 
is  in,  and  I  should  not  like  to  press  matters  in 
regard  to  that  difficulty  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, because  it  is  a  difficulty  we  must  all 
recognize  and  occasionally  feel ;  but  I  want  to 
put  it  in  this  way — particularly  to  the  Premier, 
because  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  occurred  to 
him  with  sufficient  force :  He  has  stated  that, 
under  certain  conditions,  he  will  abandon  the 
Bill  for  the  present  session ;  and  I  presume 
that,  under  somewhat  similar  conditions,  he 
will  abandon  it  next  session,  because,  if  these 
are  matters  of  principle  to  him  this  session, 
they  will  be  the  same  next  session,  and,  if  he 
expresses  an  intention  of  abandoning  the  Bill 
this  session  under  certain  conditions,  if  those 
conditions  occur  next  session  he  will  also  aban- 
don the  Bill  next  session. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No.  The  reason  I  gave 
was  that  we  were  nearing  the  end  of  the 
session.  Whatever  happens  to  the  Bill  this 
session,  I  shall  bring  in  a  Bill  containing  the 
same  principles  in  almost  the  same  words  next 
session. 

Mr.  BBYCE. — The  honourable  member  said 
he  was  wedded  to  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion by  population. 
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session,  then  I  apprehend  that  the  ix^^ 
session  may  be  almost  infinitely 
This  Parliament,  &g  is  well  known,  wiSoB 
early  in  August  of  next  year,  and  I  tiail 
shall  show,  presently,  that  it  is  neceavrai 
a  Bill  should  be  passed  for  the  leadjs^ 
of  representation  previous  to  the  expiaas  i 
Parliament.  If  so,  does  not  the  boasiaii 
member  see  that  he  is  really  pattmf  b^i 
dozen  or  a  dozen  members,  as  the  ass  av 
be,  into  a  position  of  paramonnt  pcvsas 
session,  if  they  choose  to  exercise  tha£  povcs 
a  determined  maimer?  I  think  th&;  Wthae 
Government  and  the  Opposition  wooidifla 
that  it  is  almost  an  absolute  necesitrtoeo 
the  Representation  Bill  next  sessiofi;  oi 
those  members  who  stood  oat  against  it,  tq 
the  expiration  of  Parliament  on  the  ^i 
August  staring  them  in  the  face  ai^  ia  M 
view,  would,  I  say,  get  into  a  petition  d  aaa 
power  that,  if  they  were  the  least  unsciupm, 
they  could  make  their  own  terms  andc^' 
tions ;  and  that  is  a  contingency  wiueJi  sn 
one  proposing  to  abandon  this  Bili  tiis  s^ai 
must  keep  m  mind  and  fairly  view.  TbsB 
what  I  think  on  the  subject.  The  Represcip 
tion  Act  itself  expires,  I  believe,  on  da  Is 
Decern ber,'lSS7.  If  there  is  no  Represen'ja* 
Act  passed  I  believe  we  shall  get  injoaKis 
serious  condition  politically,  or,  rather,  wsfi^ 
tutionally.  In  fact,  I  am  not  able  to  app^eeia 
the  full  consequences.  I  do  not  know  ^ 
they  will  be. 
An  Hon.  Member. — Go  back  to  the  old  Act 
Mr.  BRYCE.— No ;  no  election  ccnid  ab 
place  under  the  old  Act.  It  would  be  an  iispa«- 
sibility,  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  oiher  lasa 
— and  there  are  others:  that  no  electoral a£i 
exist  under  that  Act,  and  no  power  eiiss  to 
make  those  rolls ;  and  that  reason,  I  ipf" 
hend,  would  bo  sufficient  of  itself  to  ?bov^ 
the  country  would  soon  get  into  averysensa 
condition  indeed — so  serious  that  I  fiHc'^* 
appreciate  and  understand  all  the  conkijo^^ 
that  might  arise  from  it.  It  seems  to  m^ '»' 
an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  would «t 
likely  be  necessary  before  we  could  he^i^M 
again.  Therefore  I  come  back  to  this:  tbtf 
the  Government,  knowing  that  would  be^ 
position,  would  be  perfectly  willing  toiarii*' 
a  Distribution  of  Seats  Bill  was  absolucelv* 
cessary  to  be  passed;  and  if  half  a 002^2 or i 
dozen  members,  with  a  certain  amoDnta/ES' 
scrupulousness — because  that  would  ^.^^ 
sary — persisted  in  opposing  this  Bill^i^^^ 
knowledge  that  the  9th  August  wasrflpi^i^.^*^ 
proaching,  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  2*2* 
their  own  terms,  and  their  terms  would  bavsto 
be  conceded  to  them.  Therefore  I  come  °aa 
to  this  again :  that,  great  as  the  party  difec^ity 
may  be  in  passing  the  Bill  during  the  pi«^' 
session — and  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  ©• 
dervalue  that  difficulty,  or  to  place  that  a# 
culty  on  the  Premier  or  the  Govemment-v* 
difficulty  will  be  infinitely  increased  nextres^ 
and,  if  it  is  proposed  to  shelve  this  Bill  H^ 
mere  purpose  of  avoiding  difficulty,  that  ob^ 
certainly,  will  not  be  effected.  As  sow  JJ^ 
be,  the  difficulty,  in  an  enozmously-iD^i^ 
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le,  'will  have  to  be  faced  next  year,  to  the 
liking  inconvenience  of  the  Government, 
iziideed,  of  all  members  of  the  House  who 

&  re&sonable  Bepresentation  Bill  to  be 
»d.  X  commend  that  view  of  the  case  to 
^remleir.  I  commend  it  to  his  attention, 
bihis  reason:  that,  iJthough  I  admit  his 
Ity  And  sincerity  in  desiring  to  keep  faith 

those  i¥ho  are  supporting  him  to  carj^  this 
tb rough,  it  is  one  thing  to  keep  faith  in  the 
»r  of  Iiis  promise  and  another  thing  to  un- 
Bkke  to  exert  himself  in  order  to  carry  his 
sure.  I  cannot  conceive  that  what  has 
I  going  on  with  the  whips  and  the  members 
1.^  Oovemment  in  the  way  of  canvassing 
in^t  tlieir  own  Bill  could  be  possible  if  the 
mier  exerted  himself  as  he  ought  to  do  in 
sr  to  o&rry  this  Bill.  I  commend  the  seri- 
aess  of  the  position  to  the  honourable 
tleman  ;  and,  at  all  events,  it  will  be  on 
>cd  that  I  have  pointed  it  out.  If  the  House 
OSes,  nevertheless,  to  shelve  this  Bill  in  tiie 
le  of  avoiding  a  difficulty,  at  any  rate  it  has 
in  pointed  out  to  them  fairly  that,  by  avoid- 
:  a  small  difficulty  now,  a  much  greater 
icalty  -will  exist  next  session. 
!4r.  BAHRON.— I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
ht  great  amount  of  difficulty  next  session 
lich  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara 
»Tns  to  anticipate.  The  Premier  has  pro- 
ised  that  Parliament  shall  meet  in  April, 
d  therefore  we  shall  have  four  months 
ioxe  it  is  dissolved  under  the  present  law, 
id  I  presume  the  Grovemment  will  bring 
»wn  a  Kepresentation  Bill  early  in  the  ses- 
sn,  if,  indeed,  it  be  not  amongst  the  very 
St  Bills  introduced.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
id  our  whole  experience  in  Parliament  shows, 
lat  no  sustained  opposition  can  possibly  be 
)pt  up  for  so  long  a  period  as  three  or  four 
lonths.  I  take  exception,  also,  to  what  the 
onourable  gentleman  implied,  in  so  far  as  he 
ud  that  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  was  chiefly 
Q  the  part  of  members  from  the  South  Island. 
do  not  think  it  is  at  all  for  the  reason  that  the 
louth  Island  has  now  a  preponderance  of  repre- 
entation  that  there  is  this  opposition  to  the 
MU.  I  believe  that  there  are  many  members 
lom  the  South  Island  who,  like  myself,  are 
intirely  at  one  with  the  Premier  in  his  desire 
io  pass  this  Bill  this  session,  and  who  will  give 
lim  loyal  support  in  trying  to  get  it  through. 
Hie  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  had 
K>me  objections  to  the  Bill,  chiefly  arising  from 
the  fact  that  he  does  not  think  population  is 
the  proper  basis ;  but  you  may  search  aro\md 
for  some  reliable  principle  on  which  to  frame 
•  Representation  Act  without  being  able  to 
discover  anything  so  reliable  or  easily  under- 
stood as  the  proposed  basis,  and  there  is  an 
amount  of  elasticity  given  to  that  basis  in 
thiH  measure  which  will  prevent  it  being  ap- 
plied absolutely  and  rigidly  to  any  district 
which  might  be  injuriously  affected  if  nothing 
«W  were  taken  into  consideration.  That  is 
^  say,  there  is  a  thousand  in  one  case  and  five 
hiindred  in  another  as  a  margin  for  considera- 
Uona  other  than  that  of  population.  One  of  my 
ptmcipal  reasons  for  desiring  to  see  this  Bill  go 


into  Committee  is,  that  I  have  long  held  that 
the  number  of  members  in  this  House  might 
be  reduced  —  not  reduced  merely  to  a  small 
extent,  but  materially  reduced.  Therefore  I 
shall  propose  that  the  blank  in  the  Bill  be 
filled  up  with  the  number  "sixty."  Honour- 
able members  may  think  that  is  rather  a 
radical  proposal;  but  I  am  sure  that  if  they 
would  agree  to  that,  and  would  fall  back  upon 
ten  thousand  as  the  quota,  as  we  very  well 
could  do,  they  would  find  that  we  should  have 
a  Parliament  that  probably  would  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  quite  as  well,  more  econo- 
mically, and  quite  as  satisfactorily  as  the  large 
number  who  are  now  assembled  here  for  three 
or  four  months  eveiy  year  at  considerable  and 
unnecessary  expense.  If  we  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  members  I  presume  that  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Ministers. 
With  seven  Ministers  in  this  House  voting 
solidly,  and  two  whips  voting  somewhat  unani- 
mously  

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member 
cannot  count.  There  never  were  seven  Minis- 
ters in  this  House. 

Mr.  BARRON. — I  acknowledge  the  honour- 
able member  is  an  authority  on  educational 
attainments,  and  I  will,  of  course,  submit  to 
his  statement.  We  will,  then,  take  one  off,  and 
say  that  six  members  of  the  Ministry  voting 
solidly  and  two  whips  voting  with  them  makes 
a  solid  vote  of  eight  in  a  party  division.  The 
influence  of  so  many  Ministerial  votes  in  a 
House  of  ninety  members  is  a  very  disturbing 
element,  but  in  a  House  of  sixty  members  it 
would  be  overwhelming.  I  presume,  therefore^ 
that  the  House  would  take  action  so  that  there 
should  be  only  three  or  four— three  for  choice 
— Ministers  in  this  House ;  and  let  such  other 
Ministers  as  may  be  necessary  discharge  their 
duties  in  another  sphere.  I  shall  vote  for 
going  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  in  the  hope 
that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  inserting 
*'  sixty  "  in  the  blank,  and,  if  that  is  not  agreed 
to,  I  shall  then  vote  with  pleasure  for  any 
number  less  than  the  present  one.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Moeraki  has  given  notice  that 
he  will  move  "  seventy-five,"  and  I  shall  vote 
for  that,  of  course,  if  my  own  amendment  is  not 
carried,  and  if  no  intermediate  number  is  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— The  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  has  displayed  a  great  number  of 
"  bogeys  "  and  other  dismal  things  to  frighten 
honourable  members;  but  what  do  thev  all 
amount  to  ?  Other  honourable  members  have 
quite  as  much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country  as  he  has,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  they  are  going  to  bring  the  administra- 
tion to  a  state  of  stagnation  by  their  actions. 
Members  of  this  House  have  more  respect  for 
the  country  and  themselves  than  to  do  such 
a  thing ;  and,  even  supposing  some  honourable 
members  should  stonewall  this  Bill  next  ses- 
sion, the  House  could  easily  pass  a  temporary 
measure  to  keep  the  present  Act  going.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  Bill  going  into  Committee, 
and  for  the  motion  of  the  hoj^irable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  as  the  '  "^^^-'Wq  course 
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to  adopt.  I  do  not  givo  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara  crrdit  for  that  amoant  of 
patriotism  vrhich  he  appears  to  asuiume  to  him- 
self. I  say  tho  p-  oplc  of  the  country  ought  to 
have  a  voice  in  (U-riding  thin  matter.  If  we 
meet  our  coiiBtitiieutfl  during  the  recess  we 
shall  know  whether  they  will  take  population 
as  the  basis,  and  we  ou^ht  to  know  that  before 
we  decide.  I  ngaiu  appeal  to  honourable  mem- 
bers not  to  be  fiij^hteiied  by  this  **  boney  '*  about 
all  the  machineiy  of  govenmient  being  stopped, 
and  having  to  nppi  al  to  tl.e  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  get  us  out  of  the  difhculty. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*  That 
the  words  pn^^Kiscd  to. bo  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayks,  36. 


Atkinson  Hnmlin 

Ballauce  IlirKt,  H. 

Br>ce  Hobbs 

Buchanan  .Tohnston 
Buckland.W.F  Lake 

Conolly  Locke 

Dargaville  Miirarthur 

Fergus  Miichelhon 


Richardson,  G. 

Kolleston 

Stout 

Thompson,  T. 

Tole 

Trimble 

Wakefield 

\Vhvto 


Fislifr  ^lonlgomery       Wilson. 

Pitzherbert         Moss  Tellers. 

Fulton  Newman  Barron 

Groy  Peacock  Bruce. 

Hakuene 

Noes,  39. 
Bevan  Kerr  Richardson,  B» 

B.-Bradshaw     Lance  lioss 

Brown  Larnoch  Samuel 

Buckland,J.C.  Levestam  Seddon 

Cadman  McKenzie,  J.     Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan  McMillan  Sutter 

Dodson  Menteath  Taylor 

Duncan  O'Callaghan       Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fraser  O 'Conor  Vogel 

Gore  Parata  Walker. 

Grace  Pyke  Tellers. 

Guinness  lieese  Hursthouse 

Hatch  Keid  Macandrew. 

Joyce 

Pairs. 
For.  Against, 

Beetham  Tunibull 

Hurst,  W.  J.  Coster 

Mackenzie,  M.         Ivcss 
Moat  Garrick 

Ormond  AUwright 

Russell  Harper 

Smith  Pere 

Stewart,  W.  D.        Holmes, 
lilajority  against,  3. 
Motion  negatived. 

On    the    motion,  That    the    words    of  the 
Amendment  be  inserted, 

Major  ATKINSON  said, — I  must  say  a  few 
words  on  this  occasion.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cimistances  I  should  have  been  taken  greatly 
by  surprise  at  this  division.  But,  after  the  ex- 
traordinary proceedings  we  have  had  from  the 
present  Government,  I  confess  that  I  am  not 
so  surprised  as  I  feel  I  ought  to  be,  for  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  more  disgraceful  scene  has  ever 
taken  place  in  this  House  than  has  just  taken 
Afr.  Sutter 


place.  Why,  here  is  the  Premier, 
upon  principle,  bringing  down  a  Bill  vhiekli 
assures  us  is  necessary  for  the  good  j^Dnn. 
mont  of  tho  country,  and  it  is  defeated  i^tl:^ 
of  his  own  Ministck.  Can  we  believe  thtf^ 
mier  in  the  future  for  one  moment  nhsnh 
says  that  he  will  next  session  hrin^  dc«a  i 
Bill  and  stand  by  it  ?  Where  is  his  lockboBtf 
Where  is  his  principle  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— This  is  not  a  party  quaiia. 

ilajor  ATKINSON.— It  is  not  a  partv  qw. 
tion  ;  and  that  is  why  I  am  spcakznc:  at  Iib. 
I  am  spealving  now  for  the  credit  of  the  fiooL 
I  believed  that  the  honourable  gentlecun «■ 
sincere  in  proposing  this  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— So  he  wm. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  I  say.  Let  tia 
House  adjourn  immediately,  and  let  the  Vn- 
mier  tell  those  members  of  his  Ministir  vk 
voted  against  it  that  he  can  no  longer  relia 
them  in  his  Government.  That  is  bringing  tb 
matter  home.  If  the  Premier  is  sincere,  bet 
is  it  possible  that  he  can  any  longer  reniAiBa 
a  Government  with  coUea^es  such  as  thcK? 
The  thing  is  an  impossibility.  The  Tretaw 
had  to  complain  of  a  wane  of  disciptise  tkc 
other  night.  Ho  told  us  that  one  member  d 
the  Govenmient,  after  agreeing  to  a  matter  it 
Cabinet,  voted  uiflerently 

Mr.  GUINNE.SS.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  orfe 
Is  the  honourable  gentleman  com:ct  in  refff- 
ring  to  a  previous  debate? 

Mr.  SPEAKKR.— Was  it  on  thU  BiU? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— It  was  not  on  this  RE 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Do  not  address  the  Speiikfr 
of  the  House  in  that  tone.  Sir. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  beg  pajdon  forsp^fcag 
excitedly.  I  mean  to  say  that  the  hcnoony* 
gentleman  is  referring  to  a  debate  vLich  m 
not  on  this  Bill  at  all,  when  he  said  tiiAtti» 
Colonial  Treasurer  charged  one  of  hii  ci- 
leagues  with  want  of  discipline. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  request  hononsUe 
members  to  abide  by  the  rule  which  diiects 
that  they  must  abstain  from  refciriDg  to  pK- 
vious  debates.  I  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
her  (Major  Atkinson)  was  referring  to  sooe- 
thing  which  occurred  at  a  previous  delate  (S 
some  of  the  earlier  stages  of  this  Bill;  whidi 
would  be  in  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  was  not  refeniagto 
any  aebate.  I  was  referring  simply  to  Moe 
by-play  which  went  on  on  tho  Goveiiofflt 
benches  the  other  day.  Of  course,  if  oat  of 
order  I  will  not  refer  to  it.  I  xrill  only  isk 
honourable  members  to  recollect  foramofflfflt 
what  occurred  tlio  other  day.  I  will  only  lek 
them  to  recollect  that,  on  more  than  one  ooa- 
sion,  we  have  had  this  terrible  exhibitioooftt- 
called  constitutional  government— not  goven- 
mcnt  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Constitation, 
but,  apparently,  simply  to  retain  their  pl»« 
there,  permitting  each  other  to  vote  differentiT 
upon  the  most  vital  questions  which  coo^n 
the  well-being  of  tho  country.  I  say  then  » 
no  effort  amongst  those  honourable  gestlosct' 
to  govern  on  principle.  No;  convenienee fna 
day  to  day  is  the  only  thing  that  is  thought  ^ 
Then  we  have  the  Premier,  who  is  vezyponr- 
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on  principle,  who  would  stand  or  fall  on 
iciple,  but  the  very  instant  that  a  principle 
ipplied  to  his  Government  it  may  go  to  the 
r  winds  of  heaven  for  all  he  cares,  and  he 
1  remains  with  his  colleagues  upon  those 
ichcs.  Is  not  this  bringing  constitutional 
'ernmont  into  disrepute  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
can  have  constitutional  government  if  this 
t  of  thing  is  to  go  on  ?  The  thing  is  an  abso- 
e  impossibility ;  and  I  say  the  country  will 
s  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  the  Premier  after 
s  exhibition  to-night.  If  the  honourable 
itleman's  colleagues  had  gone  into  the  lobby 
fth  him,  and  he  had  been  beaten  by  his  own 
ips,  still  the  country  would  have  believed  in 
n;  but,  when  we  see  the  division  actually 
cried  by  his  three  colleagues,  what  will  the 
intry  think  of  the  so-called  sincerity  of  the 
Dourable  gentleman  ?  And  then  his  back  is 
be  stiffened  during  the  recess.  Can  we  be- 
ve  it?  What  is  to  alter  the  circumstances 
ring  next  session  ?  Is  the  honourable 
citlem&n  to  bring  down  a  Bill  then  and 
0w  his  colleagues  to  walk  into  the  lobby 
ainst  him  ?  And,  if  not,  I  want  to  know  why 
t  ?  I  heard  a  speech  from  the  honourable 
&mber  for  Inangahua  this  evening  which  I 
eply  regretted — a  speech  which  did  not  do 
edit  to  this  House  and  which  did  not  do 
edit  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  have 
»rd  several  speeches  in  the  same  line — 
eeches  which,  I  confess,  I  have  regretted  more 
an  almost  any  speeches  I  have  heard  in  this 
ouse,  because  tney  show  that  that  honour- 
tie  gentleman  is  not  fulfilling  the  hopes  that 
is  House  entertained  of  the  position  he  was 
>ing  to  take  in  our  ranks.  What  did  he  do  ? 
e  appeared  before  us  as  a  great  patriot — he 
Jgged  us  to  consider  this  measure  upon  prin- 
ple.  He  told  us  that  there  was  a  mean 
ideavour — although  he  did  not  make  the 
irect  accusation,  he  did  what  was  worse :  he 
tsinuated  it  —  he  insinuated  that  the  only 
)ject  that  we  who  desired  this  Bill  should  pass 
us  session  had  was  that  a  certain  honourable 
icmbcr — I  presume  ho  referred  to  myself — 
oped  to  obtain  three  extra  seats  to  support 
ixnself.  That  was  the  accusation;  and  yet 
le  honourable  gentleman  is  quite  prepared 
lat  the  Bill  should  be  passed  next  session. 
Mr.  MENTEATH.  — No,  certainly  not,  as 
iis. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  to  be  passed  at 
U? 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— No. 
Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  to  say,  that  the 
Vest  Coast  is  to  be  represented  at  double  the 
<^  of  any  other  constituency  throughout  the 
olony.  That  is  the  honourable  gentleman's 
iea  of  patriotism— that  a  West  Coast  digger  is 
0  have  twice  the  representation  in  this  House 
bat  the  citizens  of  other  parts  of  the  colony 
fe  to  have.  I  say  that  such  insinuations 
•8  the  honourable  member  has  made  are  be- 
leath  contempt.  What  we  are  working  here 
or  now  is  a  great  principle — the  principle  that 
he  population  of  the  colony  are  to  be  repre- 
«iited.  And  why  do  we  ask  that  it  should  be 
^ftssed  this  session  and  not  next  session  ?    Not 


because  it  will  make  any  difference  whatever  in 
sides  here  or  there.  A  very  large  majority  of 
this  House — seven-tenths,  at  the  very  lea«^t — 
have  said  that  a  Representation  Act  must  be 
passed ;  and  how  is  it  possible  to  impute  motives 
to  us  who  are  asking  that  one  should  be  passed 
at  the  present  time  ?  It  is  out  of  the  question. 
As  far  as  motives  go,  it  makes  no  difference  at 
aJl  to  us— even  supposing  it  is  true  that  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  would  have  a  certain  poli- 
tical influence,  which  I  do  not  believe  for  a 
moment ;  but  even  if  it  were  true  it  could  not 
be  applicable,  because  the  Bill,  according  to 
the  view  of  a  very  large  majority  of  this 
House,  is  to  be  passed  next  session  though 
it  should  not  be  passed  this  session.  Why 
is  it  that  we  are  so  anxious  to  have  it  passed 
this  session  ?  Has  not  this  very  division  shown 
us  the  necessity  for  it  ?  Has  it  not  shown  us 
that  the  Government  have  no  backbone  ?  Why, 
even  the  Premier,  after  advocating  a  direct 
principle,  shrivels  up  instantly,  and  permits  his 
colleagues  without  a  word — in  fact,  I  fear,  with- 
out even  feeling  ashamed  of  it — to  pass  into 
the  lobby  against  him,  and  defeat  the  Bill 
which  he  declares  he  will  next  year  stake  his 
existence  upon.  And  even  that  was  said  only 
in  a  half-hearted  manner.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  that  he  will  have  to  consult 
his  colleagues.  What  can  be  the  result  of  that 
consultation  ?  Is  he  to  come  down  in  the  same 
way  as  now,  and  then  is  he  to  permit  honour- 
able gentlemen  representing  small  constitu- 
encies, who  are  not  prepared  to  give  their 
fellow-colonists  an  equal  share  in  the  repre- 
sentation, to  say  that  this  Parliament  shall 
be  dissolved  upon  the  present  representation  ? 
That  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  is  ask- 
ing for ;  and  he,  as  well  as  the  older  members 
of  this  House,  knows  that,  without  a  shadow  of 
doubt,  a  dozen  men  next  session  can  prevent 
the  Kepresentation  Bill  passing.  I  say  the 
Premier  knows  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Then  I  will  not  say 
he  knows  it,  because,  apparently,  he  knows 
very  little  indeed  about  either  constitutional 
usages  or  parliamentary  government.  But  I 
will  flisk  the  House,  what  hope  can  there  be  of 
obtaining  a  Representation  Act  next  session  ? 
When  we  passed  the  Representation  Act  in 
1881,  how  was  it  done  ?  Did  the  then  Govern- 
ment shrink  from  it  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  the 
Government  of  that  day  had  to  face  just  the 
same  difficulty  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  to  face  to-night  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  And  afterwards  compro- 
mised. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  what  the 
honourable  member  means  by  *'  compromise.'* 
I  will  deal  with  that  presently.  I  ask  this: 
Had  not  the  Government  of  that  day  to  face 
the  difficulty  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  had  to  face  now  ?  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  division-lists  that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
Government  supporters  went  into  the  ••  No  ** 
lobby,  and  almost  all  the  Opposition  went  into 
the  •*  Aye  "  lobby  with  the  Government.  The 
Bill  was  carried  by  the  Government  with  the 
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MHiKtancc  of  the  then  Opposition ;  and  that 
could  have  been  done  now  if  the  Premier  had 
pat  down  liis  foot  and  told  his  colleagues  that 
they  were  to  do  their  duty  before  the  country 
and  this  House  and  vote  for  a  BiU  which  the 
Premier  looked  upon  as  an  important  matter  of 
principle.  But  no ;  the  whips  and  three  of  the 
Ministers  wcro  ull  busy  working  against  their 
Premier.  And  tlio  Premier  is  content  to  occupy 
such  a  position  in  this  Assembly  !  We  know  he 
has  never  beon  Premier  of  the  Government. 
First  the  Treiv^urer  took  the  command,  and  then 
the  Minister  of  Mines  tcllH  the  Premier  he  can  go 
to  heaven  if  he  likes  before  lie  will  vote  as  the 
Premier  wishes  ;  and  then  one  after  the  other 
of  the  Ministers  walk  into  the  lobbies  against 
the  Premier.  And  still  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  the  Premier  of  the  colony  I  But  he 
is  not  the  master  of  the  Government,  or  the 
k'a<ler  of  tliis  House.  I  will  tell  him  this: 
that,  powerful  as  he  may  think  he  is,  he  will 
have  to  stifTen  his  back — ho  will  have  to  have 
the  coura^'o  of  his  opinions,  not  only  on  the 
public  platft^m  before  a  largo  audience — it  is 
easy  enough,  wlien  hearing  the  cheers  of  a  large 
auditnce,  to  be  a  great  man.  But  we  want  a 
man  who,  if  he  is  truly  Rreat,  will  bo  firm  and 
sincere,  and  will  take  and  keep  his  proper  posi- 
tion wlion  he  sits  as  leader  of  this  House.  Now, 
could  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  carrying 
this  Bill  to-niglit?  Just  think  of  a  Govern- 
ment that  will  permit  their  chief  whip  time 
after  time  to  work  against  them  to — I  am  told 
by  a  supporter  of  tiio  Government — trap  their 
own  supporters!  I  do  not  know  what  that 
refers  to;  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  refers  to  some 
very  creditable  proceeding.  But  I  ask,  is  con- 
stitutional government  possible,  can  we  hope 
to  govern  in  this  young  country',  can  we  hope 
for  anything  but  the  contempt  of  the  country, 
when  we  see  a  Premier  afraid  to  lead  this 
House, — when  we  see  some  of  his  Ministers 
and  his  whips  canvassing  against  his  chief 
measure,  and — as  I  am  told  by  a  Government 
supporter  —  trying  to  trap  his  supporters? 
What  can  be  the  result  of  this  but  the  dis- 
graee  of  our  Constitution,  the  disgrace  of  con- 
stitutional government,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  presume  to  go  on  in  this  way? 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  has 
shown  us  what  may  be  the  effects  of  our  not 
passing  this  Bill  this  session.  An  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed 
by  rompromise :  of  course,  there  must  be  com- 
promise in  all  these  matters.  When  that  Act 
was  passed  I  venture  to  say  there  was  not  a 
soutlicrn  man  in  the  majority  but  what,  either 
in  distinct  words  or  by  implication  by  the 
words  of  his  chief,  undertook  to  pledge  him- 
self, by  all  by  which  it  was  possible  to  pledge 
himself,  that  when  the  time  arrived  he  would 
again  vote  for  redistribution,  whether  it  was 
north  or  south  or  east  or  west  that  was  to  gain. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— No. 

l^Iajor  ATKINSON.— I  say  Yes;  and  I  say, 
too,  that  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru 
was  one  leading  member  in  doing  it. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— The  provincial  members 
were  called  together  separately. 
Major  Atkinson 


Major  ATKINSON.— Not  a  bit.  Inyib 
honourable  gentleman  himself  led  zoe  ti  be- 
lieve that. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — The  Nelson  ma^ 
never  did. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No.  they  ne?er  dii  I 
said  the  southern  members  who  t«^  vtk 
the  majority.  The  minority  fonght  hosotij; 
and  they  fought  as  they  will  fight  next  sessa. 
I  was  speaking  of  the  majority.  Well,  tboi 
who  remember  the  scenes  that  occnnedoi 
that  occasion  know  the  enormnns  diffieoliis 
we  had  in  forcing  that  measure  thxoo^  & 
House,  although  there  was  an  enonnooioi- 
jority  for  it.  I  ask  them  how  it  is  posiU^ 
during  a  short  session  next  year,  to  gk&Bi 
through  at  all.  Tho  honourable  memba  k 
Inangahua  told  us  to-night  that  we  &re  lutti 
have  a  fresh  Representation  Act  at  alL 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— What  I  didsaywifitbii 
we  should  not  have  a  Representation  fiiiloi 
the  lines  of  this  one. 

I^Iajor  ATKINSON.  —  Well,  these  an  tb 
lines  of  his  Premier.  What  is  the  hofumoUi 
gentleman  going  to  do  ?  Is  he  going  to  ^ 
against  his  Premier  ?  That  does  not  alter  te 
position  at  all.  My  argument  is  that  tin 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  vote  vi& 
those  who  are  against  any  new  Bepresentatiii 
Bill  at  all,  because  I  venture  to  say  that  ned 
session,  if  ho  is  in  the  same  mind  as  nov-toi 
I  do  not  doubt  that  he  will  be— we  shall  not  bi 
able  to  introduce  a  Representation  Bill  on  isj 
lines  to  suit  the  honourable  gentleman.  H» 
would  bo  able  to  say,  with  a  clear  conseicDa. 
and  quite  truthfully,  "  I  am  very  sorry;  Iwt  I 
must  walk  into  the  *No*  lobby." 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— Compromise. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Such  a  comimamse.  I 
suppose,  as  we  have  had  to-night  We  w« 
taught  what  *'  compromise"  meant  last  ses^ 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  We  found  isiA 
compromise  between  the  advocates  of  a  pro* 
perty-tax  and  the  advocates  of  a  land-tax 
meant  an  increase  of  the  property-tax.  R* 
some  such  extraordinary  compromise  as  ^ 
that  tho  honourable  gentleman  will  assiftj 
I  presume  it  will  bo  the  compromise  ihia 
his  speech  to-night  explains— the  compwrnci 
of  leaving  things  alone.  That,  apparo^. 
will  suit  the  honourable  gentleman  and  to 
district.  And  I  say  to  those  other  hoDoanW 
gentlemen — the  honourable  member  for  Glir 
stone,  for  instance,  who  talks  about  "bogej» 
being  raised  by  tie  honourable  member  W 
Waitotara— that  we  shall  have  infinitely i»» 
diiVieulty  in  getting  an  Act  through  nfi* 
session. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Do  without  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Exactly.  Now  tfii 
cloven  foot  has  appeared.  "  Do  without  it, 
says  one  honourable  gentleman.  I  9^^  ■** 
derstand  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  sij 
that ;  I  do  not  blame  them,  so  long  as — - 

IVIr.  SUTTER.— I  never  said  anything  of » 
kind— that  I  was  against  a  Representation  A» 
being  passed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  referred  to  the  boMj- 
able  member  for  Timaru,  who  infeeijeotad.  i* 
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onrable  member  fox  Gladstone  is  one  of 
le  who   have  been  referred  to  as  having 
n  '*  trapped  " :  he  does  not  know  it. 
Cr.   TUKNBULL.  —  They  have  caught  an 
bird  then. 

rajor  ATKINSON.— No  doubt  the  honour- 
s  member  has  been  *'  trapped."  But  what 
16  can  we  have  of  a  Bepresentation  Act  next 
lion? 

It.  SEDDON.— What  did  you  do  when  you 
e  in  office  ? 

lajoT  ATKINSON.— When  I  was  in  office 
oolleagaes  voted  with  me  or  they  left  me. 
ij  did  not  remain  on  those  benches  and 
s  against  me.  When  one  of  my  whips  dis- 
ced with  me  he  ceased  to  act.  We  are  told 
t  we  are  to  meet  in  the  first  week  in  May 
:t  year,  and  that  our  first  work  will  be  to  pass 
^presentation  Bill.  We  met  about  a  week 
»r  than  that  this  session ;  and  here  we  are, 
ar  one  of  the  hardest  sessions  we  have  ever 
1,  without  any  opposition  at  all  in  the  way  of 
ion — ^with  the  most  moderate  criticism  from 
^nning  to  end — ^the  honourable  gentlemen 
Msite  have  not  had  one  single  hour  of  opposi- 
[i  from  us  but  what  was  legitimate  criticism. 
1 1  would  ask,  what  amount  of  work  could  we 
re  got  done,  with  those  competent  gentlemen 

those  benches,  if  we  had  been  such  an 
position  as  we  have  had  in  late  years  ?  And 
I  reason  why  I  refer  to  that  is  this :  I  want 
know  what  likelihood  there  is  of  passing  a 
presentation  Bill  through  the  House,  with 

these  honourable  gentlemen  here  who  are 
fcermined  we  shall  not  have  a  fresh  Bepre- 
itation  Act— for  that  is  evidently  the  deter- 
nation  of  a  large  number  of  honourable 
itlemen,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  avow 
openly  as  soon  as  it  suits  their  convenience 
do  so :  it  would  look  too  bad  just  yet.  One 
Dourable  gentleman  has  said  it  already,  and 
tan  see  in  the  faces  of  others  that  they  are 
inking  it ;  and  it  will  come  out  before  long, 
it,  with  the  experienpe,  the  energy,  of  honour- 
le  gentlemen  op^site,  their  determination, 
Bir  backbone,  their  power  of  putting  on  paper 
lat  they  mean,  what  are  the  chances  with  a 
sen  determined  men  such  as  the  honourable 
miber  for  Kumara,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
t  for  Timaru,  if  he  takes  it  into  his  head — 
d  apparently  he  has  done  so  now — I  ask, 
lat  chance  would  the  honourable  gentlemen 
poeite  have  against  an  opposition  of  that  sort  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— What  chance  is  there  this 
eion? 

Biajor  ATKINSON.— No  chance  at  all,  if  the 
yyemment  *'  lobby  "  agcdnst  it  in  spite  of  our 
listance,  and  when  the  honourable  gentlemen 
tnt  certain  things  carried.  But,  looking  at 
e  experience  we  have  had  of  that  Qovem- 
)nt,  what  chance  will  they  stand  if  such 
Qtlemen  as  these  are  determined  a  Bepre- 
itation  Act  shall  not  pass  ?  Why,  the  Pre- 
ier  would  crumble  up  like  a  sheet  of  brown 
per  after  the  first  week.  No  doubt  he  would 
me  down  and  say,  '*  My  colleagues  will  not 
^  me,"  or  **  Some  one  has  told  me  the  danger. 

eannot  be  done ;  I  am  very  sorry,  but  it  can- 
A  be  helped."    At  any  rate,  all  his  power  of 


resistance  vanishes,  apparently,  as  soon  as  he 
takes  his  seat  in  that  chair.  I  do  not  know 
what  occurs  in  Cabinet ;  I  have  not  seen  him 
there :  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  place- 
where  the  honourable  gentleman  is  grand  is  on 
a  public  platform  before  a  large  audience,  when 
telling  them  what  he  is  not  going  to  do— for 
hardly  anything  he  has  assured  the  people  he 
is  going  to  do  has  he  done ;  he  has  failed  in 
everything.  And  I  ask,  coming  back  to  the  sub- 
ject, what  chance  will  there  be  next  session  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  carrying  the  Bill 
through,  in  the  conditions  I  have  stated  ?  Do 
you  think,  with  the  pressure  my  honourable 
friends  can  offer,  the  Premier  will  have  us 
here  in  May?  Do  you  think,  if  he  gets  a  letter 
from  them  about  the  beginning  of  May,  he  will 
have  the  early  meeting  then  that  we  have  been 
told  of  ?  Of  course  not.  It  will  not  suit  the  rest^ 
of  his  colleagues,  because  they  are  determined 
not  to  have  a  Bepresentation  Act— that  is  the 
meaning  of  their  vote  to-night.  The  Minister 
for  Public  Works  says  "  No."  Well,  if  he  is 
sincere,  why  not  pass  it  now  ?  What  possible 
object  is  there  in  putting  it  off  ?  If  you  cannot, 
carry  the  Bill  now,  can  you  carry  it  next  session  T 
The  Opposition  as  a  body  has  offered  the 
honourable  gentleman  its  support  to  carry  the 
Bill  through.  I  ask,  with  the  strength  of  the 
Government  and  the  support  of  the  Opposition, 
how  long  would  it  have  taken  to  carry  this  Bill 
through  ?  We  could  have  carried  it  tiirough  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  days. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  could  we? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Never. 

Major  ATKINSON.— "Never,"  says  the 
honourable  member  for  Greymouth.  What  is 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  going  to 
do  with  these  two  honourable  gentlemen  next 
session  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  will  be  all  right  next- 
session. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  yes ;  it  will  be  all 
right  next  session.  I  want  to  know  what  pos- 
sible excuse  we  have  for  postponing  this  mea- 
sure. It  is  simply  because  those  honourable 
gentlemen  say  it  shall  not  be  done.  There  is  no 
reason  whatever.  There  is  no  excuse  for  going 
to  the  people,  because  the  people's  mind  is- 
made  up. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  say  Yes,  undoubtedly. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— No,  no,  no  I 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes.  There  let  it  stand. 
I  venture  to  say,  when  next  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  back  he  will  say,  **  No,  no» 
no,"  still.  His  mind  is  made  up  without  con- 
sulting his  constituents.  That  is  an  idle 
excuse,  and  nothing  else.  There  is  no  possible 
advantage  in  postponing  it.  An  honourable 
gentleman  says  it  can  bo  altered.  But,  if  we 
have  the  population  basis,  we  must  go  by  the 
census ;  so  that,  if  there  should  be  an  increase 
of  population  by  next  year,  that  cannot  help 
them. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — ^Keep  the  present  basis,  and 
I  am  satisfied. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  does  the  honour- 
able member  mean  by  that  ? 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— Keep  to  the  Act  of  1881. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Now  the  honourable 
•gentleman  has  entirely  changed  his  ground. 
Is  he  prepared  to  vote  to  retain  the  present 
number  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  hope  the  Premier 
-will  take  a  note  of  that ;  and  I  shall  call  upon 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  vote  for  going  into  Committee 
to-morrow ;  and  we  can  lill  in  the  blank  with 
tho  present  number.  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  he  iH  sincere,  to  vote  for  that,  and 
let  the  Ministers  vote  as  they  like.  They  do 
not  matter  at  all — we  need  not  count  them  for 
-the  future.  Let  those  who  can  vote  straight 
indicate  their  own  mind.  If  the  honourable 
gentlemen  are  sincere  —  and  I  suppose  they 
arc— let  them  show  it  by  voting  against  the 
anundmcnt ;  and  then  we  can  go  into  Com- 
mittee to-morrow,  and  we  can  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  present  number  of  members,  and  there 
will  be  no  difliculty  about  it  \.hatover.  But,  of 
course,  that  is  not  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
men want.  Thoy  do  not  want  their  constitu- 
encies touched  at  all.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
troubled  the  House  at  this  Icngtli  ;  but  I  felt 
so  moved — not  at  the  loss  of  the  Bill,  for  that 
is  a  matter  of  unimportance,  to  my  mind,  as 
compared  with  the  degradation  the  Govern- 
ment are  bringing  on  the  colony  by  their  action. 
To  my  mind,  we  have  never  before  seen  any- 
thing like  it  in  constitutional  government.  I 
venture  to  say  that  such  a  thing  hjis  never 
occurred  anywhere  else  under  constitutional 
government  as  that,  upon  a  Bill  of  the  first 
importance,  the  Premier  should  permit  himself 
'to  be  defeated  by  three  of  his  own  colleagues — 
for  if  those  gentlemen  had  voted  on  tho  other 
side  we  should  have  had  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. I  ask,  how  can  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man defend  such  a  position,  and  how  are  we  to 
believe  that  next  session  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  suddenly  show  that  backbone  of  which 
he  has  shown  himself  to  be  utterly  wanting 
during  the  whole  of  this  session,  from  beginning 
to  end  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  I  had  any  doubts  as  to 
the  vote  I  have  given,  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
would  satisfy  me  that  I  had  recorded  my  vote 
properly.  I  am  not  accustomed  to  look  to  him 
for  advice  and  guidance ;  but  the  anger  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  shown  is  quite 
sufficient  to  prove  to  myself  and  my  colleagues 
that  the  vote  which  we  have  given  is  right  and 
proper,  looking  at  the  matter  from  our  side  of 
'4he  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Which  is  your  side  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  may  tell  the  lionourable 
gentleman  that  we  are  in  no  way  responsible  to 
him,  and  we  do  not  recognize  his  right  to  tell 
ma  the  way  in  which  we  should  vote  and  con- 
duct our  business.  The  passionate  language 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  just  used, 
and  the  position  he  has  taken  up  in  reference 
ijo  various  members  of  the  Government,  is  part 
of  the  policy  which  he  has  pursued  during  the 
^lolo   of  the  session,  and  which  1  might  cha- 


lacterise  in  a  veiy  few  woidi,  as  tbe  is» 
ner  in  which  he  has  attempted  to  dmnrba. 
self  at  the  head  of  the  Premier.  Pzaoai 
to  end  of  the  session  he  has  been  sajisg,  ■ 
plainly  as  possible,  "  Take  me ;  I  am  mdrti 
come  over  if  you  will  have  me."  Etoj h(a&& 
able  member  in  the  House  has  noticed  it,  aii 
the  Press  of  the  colony  has  been  fall  (^id» 
ences  to  it.  Only  the  other  day  a  p^ssirlaik 
I  have  before  now  described  as  tbe  bat 
edited  paper  in  the  colony— and  I  am  scseib 
honourable  member  agrees  with  me  in  &it 
estimate — ^the  LytteUon  Time$,  stated  tkt& 
honourable  gentleman  and  one  of  bis  coUeafis 
were  urging  the  Premier  to  reconsutote  the 
Cabinet  ojid  to  take  them  in.  Then,  uc^ 
paper,  the  best  evening  paper  in  the  coioiT, 
the  Evening  Post,  contained  the  same  is- 
sinuation  put  in  different  words,  thoa^  ai 
less  unmistakable — that  these  hoD^iiA^ 
gentlemen  were  throwing  themselves  ac  Ik 
head  of  the  Premier ;  and,  in  anoUier  pa^ 
an  Auckland  one,  which,  if  not  so  good  a  p^ 
as  others  in  the  colony,  sometunescantainiiaj 
well  written  articles  and  generally  sapportsta 
honourable  gentleman,  I  see  the  same  ^ 
ment  also  made,  coupled  with  the  remade  tut 
it  does  not  see  any  harm  in  such  tactics.  Ink 
rather  approves  them  as  a  method  of  brak- 
ing up  the  Government.  The  honourable  gati^ 
man*s  conduct,  and  the  object  hehadiansf, 
have  been  very  patent.  He  has  sho\ni  intan 
jealousy  of  me.  From  one  end  of  the  sesikats 
the  other  there  have  been  constant  objecciaa 
raised  to  me  ;  and  when  not  condemnisg  & 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  devoted  himsell 
either  to  praising  the  Premier  in  the  m(^  fsl- 
some  manner,  or  to  scolding  him  for  beiaf 
guided  by  his  party  and  his  coUeagaes.  U* 
mc  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  tbi^bu 
not  only  been  noticed  this  session,  but  also  m 
noticed  last  session,  though  it  was  then  dsae 
less  openly.  Last  session  I  and  manvofiBf 
friends  were  under  the  impression  that  tk 
honourable  gentleman's  idea  was  this: " If « 
can  divide  forces  in  the  Cabinet  we  shall « 
strong  enough  to  form  a  party  of  our  own  sw 
turn  the  Government  out."  That,  I  tho#t, 
was  the  honourable  gentleman's  idea  laslrai: 
but  this  year  he  seems  to  be  under  the  ii- 
pression  that  the  Premier  is  so  strong  in  tw 
country  that  it  is  impossible  to  dislodge  hia 
except  by  creating  disunion  in  the  Cabinet, 
whicn  he,  no  doubt,  hopes  would  lead  tD> 
coalition  (Government,  in  which  the  ?i&s^ 
would  take  him  in.  That  this  has  beea  » 
object  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is,  I  ^^ 
sure,  in  the  mind  of  the  House  and  the  coob- 
try.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  been  c» 
stantly  talking  of  divergence  between  the  ^ 
of  the  Premier  and  some  of  his  colleagues, «» 
especially  we  have  been  told  that  this «« 
manifested  by  a  speech  made  by  the  Piei^ 
at  Invercargill.  I  should  like  to  asH» 
honourable  gentleman  one  question,  and  1 
should  be  glad  if  he  would  answer  it  Ha«» 
read  that  speech— has  he  read  the  full  rep 
of  it,  or  has  he  simply  read  the  telegrap 
summary  ? 
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lajor  ATKINSON.— Yes;  I  read  the  full 

Drt,  in  either  the  Bunediii  or  Inyercargill 

»6rs. 

>ir  J.  VOGEL. — Then  I  con  only  say  that  he 

I  not  done  justice  to  his  memory,  or  he  must 
re  misread  the  spceoh,  for  that  speech  is 
y  similar  to  one  which  I  delivered  ahout  the 
ae  time  in  Auckland.  I  shall  take  an  oppor- 
lity  of  putting  that  speech  before  the  House 
or  to  the  end  of  the  session,  so  that  the 
luso  may  see  how  completely  it  has  been 
reived  by  the  many  remarks  which  have 
m  made  as  to  the  meaning  of  that  speech, 
3  how  absurd  are  the  accusations  which 
ve  been  based  upon  it.  But,  Sir,  I  go 
fond  that,  and  say  that  we  are  under  no 
ligation  to  give  any  account  of  our  actions 

the  honourable  gentleman.  It  is  quite 
Sicient  for  us  if  the  House,  and  the  party 
U  supports  us,  are  satisfied.  The  honourable 
Qtlcman  is  nothing  to  us.  As  to  this  Bill, 
lat  is  the  position?  The  Premier,  early  in 
B  scbsion,  stated  that  he  would,  if  it  were 
Bsiblc,  consider  the  question;  and  when  he 
ought  that  there  was  a  chance  of  passing  the 

II  he  introduced  it ;  but  it  was  his  intention 
cany  it  with  the  assistance  of  his  own  party, 
td  not  by  the  assistance  of  the  honourable 
amber  for  Egmont  and  his  party. 

Major  ATKINSON.— He  will  never  carry  it 
thottt. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — We  do  not  look  for  his 
distance.  We  have  no  desire  to  break  down 
e  constitutional  walls  that  divide  us.  Let 
m  look  after  his  own  followers.  The  other 
ij  my  colleague  had  a  new  experience 
ben  he  went  into  the  lobby  on  the  second 
ading  of  the  Bill ;  and  he  must  have  con- 
fttulated  himself  that  he  got  out  again. 
I  that  lobby  he  found  himself  surrounded 
f  faces  quite  unfamiliar  to  him ;  and  it 
as  not  to  be  supposed  that,  in  view  of 
le  division-list  wiiich  was  recorded  on  that 
icasion,  ho  would  attempt  to  carry  this 
ill  througli  unless  he  found  that  he  had  a 
ibstantial  majority  behind  him,  composed  of 
lose  upon  whom  he  had  a  right  to  call.  Is  it 
>  be  expected  that  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
lent  would  proceed  with  a  Bill  of  this  kind  if 
e  found  he  could  only  do  it  by  placing  himself 
b  the  mercy  of  those  who  do  not  acknowledge 
im  as  their  leader,  and  who  would  not  have 
esitated  to  place  him  in  a  difficulty  when 
e  wished  to  give  effect  to  his  wishes  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill?  It  was  therefore  not  only 
atuTftL  but  quite  proper,  that  the  Premier 
ioulT  at  once  tell  the  House  that  he  would 
ot  proceed  with  the  Bill  unless  he  had  a 
[ibstantial  majority,  composed  of  those  whom 
e  could  call  upon  to  support  him.  As  regards 
ly  own  vote,  I  owe  no  account  to  tho  honour- 
Wo  member  for  Egmont,  and  his  anger  has 
ot  the  least  effect  upon  me ;  but  I  will  tell  the 
onourable  gentleman  why  I  acted  as  I  did  the 
fcbfflr  day,  and  why  I  voted  as  I  have  done 
anight.  I  did  not  think  there  was  time  this 
Bssion  to  carry  through  so  important  a  mea- 
we ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  of  this :  that  when 
he  measure  comes  up  next  session  and  is  dis- 


cussed in  a  reasonable  manner — ^supposing  that 
it  is  discussed  in  a  reasonable  manner  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  would  bo  one 
of  the  first  to  attack  the  Government  if  they 
attempted  to  carry  such  a  Bill  through  in  three 
or  four  days,  or  even  in  a  fortnight.  He  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  say  that  the  measure  was* 
so  important  that  it  should  not  be  hurried 
through.  Feeling  that  that  was  the  case,  I 
have  been  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  it  was 
not  practicable  to  carry  the  Bill  through  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  I  might  have  voted 
for  going  into  Committee  on  the  Bill ;  but 
when  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  was  moved  it  so  com- 
pletely expressed  my  ojpinion  that  I  had  no 
hesitation  in  supporting  it,  and  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  take  the  responsibility  of  doing  so.  I 
do  not  see  what  right  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  had  to  take  exception  to  my  vote. 
Either  the  Bill  is  a  party  one  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is 
a  party  Bill,  is  it  to  be  expected  that  the  Premier 
will  go  against  the  wishes  of  his  own  party  and 
placo  himself  in  tho  hands  of  the  Opposition? 
If  it  is  not  a  party  Bill,  what  right  has  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  complain  that  wo  on 
this  side  of  the  House  do  not  voto  in  a  block  T 
I  do  not  see  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
can  get  out  of  that  dilemma.  Is  it  a  party 
Bill  or  is  it  not  ?  If  it  is  a  party  Bill,  why 
should  we  vote  to  please  the  honourable  gentle> 
man  ?  If  it  is  not  a  party  Bill,  why  should 
members  of  tho  Government  not  vote  as  they 
think  fit?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
felt  aggrieved  at  the  action  of  the  Government,, 
it  has  been  open  to  him  from  one  end  of  the 
session  to  the  other  to  challenge  their  conduct. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  good  enough 
to  say  that  if  the  Premier  wishes  to  securo 
success  in  the  future  he  must  have  more 
"backbone."  I.  in  turn,  will  indulge  in 
prophecy,  and  I  predict  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  get  back  to  theso 
benches  unless  he  has  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  and  votes  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  re- 
quires his  followers  to  so  vote,  instead  of 
being  led  by  them.  And  when  the  honourable 
member  talks  of  being  unfairly  treated  by  the 
Government  wo  cannot  forget  the  treatment 
which  the  Government  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  Go- 
vernment have  often  been  invited  to  consider 
this  or  that  question  as  not  a  party  question, 
and  not  to  ask  their  supporters  to  vote  with 
them  as  a  matter  of  party  obligation ;  but, 
whenever  we  have  done  so,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  we  have 
almost  invariably — I  do  not  say  invariably — 
found  ourselves  confronted  with  a  party  voto  on 
the  other  side,  although  the  understanding  was 
that  the  question  was  not  to  be  a  party  one. 
Now,  tho  honourable  member  takes  upon  him- 
self to  say  what  the  Premier's  colleagues  will 
do  next  session,  and  to  predict  their  opinions 
upon  the  subject.  As  far  as  I  know,  those  of 
my  colleagues  who  voted  with  mo  to-niglit  have 
voted  upon  the  ground  that  our  supporters  were 
not  inclined  to  wait  to  see  this  Bill  go  through^ 
and  that  wo  were  not  inclined  to  carry  such 
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ono  of  his  logical  turn  of  mind.  The  honour- 
able member  told  U8 — in  fact,  he  appealed  to  a 
certain  section,  for  that  was  the  way  in  which 
I  took  it  —he  appealed  to  a  certain  section  not 
to  pass  the  Bill.  Why?  Because  it  would 
give  three  members  antagonistic  to  the  Goyetn- 
ment — because,  presumably,  the  three  North 
Island  members  would  be  in  opposition  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MP:NTE.\TH.— Will  the  honourable 
member  allow  me  to  explain  what  I  did  say  ?  I 
said  that  certain  members,  I  feared,  were  in- 
fiuenced  by  an  unworthy  motive — which  was, 
io  gain  an  advantage  for  their  part^  of  three 
members  ;  and  that  that  was  the  spirit  in  whioh 
they  approached  this  question. 

Mr.  SPKAKER.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  guarded  himself  against  imputing 
unworthy  motives. 

Mr.  MKNTEATH.  —  I  expressed  the  hope 
that  tliat  suspicion  on  my  part  was  not  well 
founded. 

Mr.  BRUCE.  —  I  accept  the  honourable 
gentleman's  explanation.  I  did  not  attribute 
to  him  that  he  had  imputed  unworthy  motives  ; 
but  tliis  fact  remains  :  he  assumes  that  it  would 
give  three  members  to  the  Opposition.  Is  that 
not  so  ?  Vrry  well.  The  honourable  member 
goes  on  to  .a})})eal  again  to  the  House,  or  to  cer- 
tain scetions  of  it,  uot  to  pass  this  Bill.  Why  ? 
Because  it  would  give  six  supporters  to  the 
Government  from  tlio  city  constituencies.  How 
can  the  lioiiourable  member  reconcile  those 
statements  ? 

Mr.  MKNTEATH.— I  would  explain  again 
that  in  eonsidering  this  Bill  I  expressly  stated 
that  I  put  party  considerations  entirely  on  one 
side. 

Mr.  BIUJCE.  —  Sir,  apjain  the  honourable 
member  appealed  to  the  House  not  to  pass  this 
Bill,  because  it  would  give  six  members  pro- 
bably pk'tlged  to  Protection,  which  is  ono  of  the 
features  of  tlio  policy  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
men wlio  sit  on  the  Government  benches. 
Why  should  such  an  appeal  have  come  from  a 
Government  supporter?  He  has  actually  ap- 
pcalc'l  to  this  House  to  vote  a^^'ainst  this 
measiiro  because  it  will  give  six  supporters  to 
the  (Government  whieh  he  is  keeping  on  those 
benches.  And,  again,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  certain  sections  of  this  House 
would  join  tof?otht.'r  to  put  this  Bill  into  Com- 
mittre  ;  but  v. hat  would  it  be  when  it  came  out 
of  CoDiniitte(!  ?  It  would  be  in  a  very  mutilated 
form,  i'rom  his  reasoning  one  would  imagine 
that  I  lie  country  members  he-d  sold  themselves 
absolutely ;  but,  if  the  Bill  comes  out  in  a 
form  they  do  not  wisli,  they  can  vote  against  it 
when  it  j-omes  out  of  Committee,  as  I  certainly 
.shall  do  if  I  do  not  think  that  fair  concessions 
are  given  to  the  rural  constituencies.  A  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  the  amalgamation  of 
city  electorates.  I  have  given  this  subject 
considerable  thought,  and  I  believe  their  amal- 
gamation would  bo  inimical,  not  merely  to 
tlie  country  distriets,  but  to  the  cities  them- 
selves. As  1  have  said,  the  interests  of  town 
and  country  are  absolutely  identical ;  but  if  Pro- 
tectionist nunib^-rs  are  returned  by  the  cities, 
Mr,  Bruce 


which  exercise  undue  weight  in  this  Hoose^  vbai 
will  the  result  be  ?  By  checking  the  ezpansrvt 
forces  of  the  country  the  cities  themseha 
will  suffer.  That  is  just  as  certain  as  thss 
two  and  two  make  four.  What  are  our  tovos  ? 
They  are  a  creation  of  the  country  distiicsi, 
for  which  they  act  as  distributing  csitra. 
They  are  the  effects,  the  country  being  ^ 
cause.  For  that  reason  I  object  to  the  aiBal> 
gamation  of  city  electorates.  I  believe  tkat 
would  unduly  increase  the  power  of  the  dtks, 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  tiiat  a  bail- 
liant  oratorioal  demagogue  could  get  np  ssi 
appeal  to  the  passions  of  an  urban  eonstituaoef 
by  invoking  all  sorts  of  visionary  illusions,  ai^ 
those  who  came  here  to  act  with  him  wo«H 
be  merely  his  nominees  or  satellites.  Thecs  k 
something  under  this  amalgamation  of  dtj 
electorates,  and  it  is  a  thing  the  country  repR- 
sentatives  ought  to  watch  most  jealooslv.  I 
admit  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  aigs- 
ments  advanced  by  the  honourable  xnemb^  f^ 
Inangahua  in  reference  to  the  physiod  az^ 

geographical  features  of  the  colony  ;  but,  as  I 
ave  said,  I  do  not  accept  this  as  a  final  sdn- 
tion  of  this  representation  problem.  I  regz^ 
that  the  question  of  North  versus  South  should 
have  been  introduced  into  this  debate.  It  is 
true  that  we  here  are  North  and  SouUi  msm- 
hers ;  but  we  are,  first  of  all.  New  ZeaisJid 
members,  and  we  should  remember  Uiat,  asd 
not  allow  any  other  motive  to  influence  ns  en 
the  floor  of  this  House.  I  cannot  undersuz^ 
this  cry  of  North  versus  South.  Why  should 
it  be  ?  Because  a  magnificent  highway  d 
commerce  —  Cook  Strait  —  runs  between  tiie 
two  Islands  ?  I  can  see  no  reason  in  that  I 
wonder,  if  we  had  dug  it  out  as  a  canal,  wocid 
the  cry  then  have  existed  ?  Now,  I  wish  to 
say  two  or  three  words  in  support  of  my  aciis 
in  voting  for  this  measure.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  remarks  that  fell  froni  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa.  I  believe  we  have  to  loot 
towards  a  possible  contingency.  I  admit  it  is 
not  a  probable  contingency,  but  it  is  pcssfoie 
that  there  may  be  a  revulsion  of  feeling  lii  tb* 
colony  during  the  recess  which  might  meet 
the  present  occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches 
with  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  when  we  re- 
assemble here  ;  and  if  that  were  the  case  vc 
should  certainly  have  to  go  to  the  countrr  on 
the  same  basis  as  two  years  ago.  And  also  I 
believe  that  this  adjustment  of  boiindiiries  of 
electorates  may  take  longer  than  many  honcai- 
able  members  imagine ;  and,  if  next  MiSaicay 
this  Bill  becomes  law,  then  the  Conimi'^sicr.er 
might  not  bo  able  to  adjust  the  boundnrie?  in 
time  for  the  elections.  Tlie  Premier  combated 
that  idea  this  eveninj:^,  I  believe  ;  but  I  Oc 
not  think  he  knows  exactly  what  time  it  will 
take.  These  are  the  reasons  which  mainly  in 
duce  me  to  vote  for  this  measure ;  but  I  rcr-^rr? 
to  myself  full  powers  to  vote  in  Committee  &= 
I  think  fit,  and  I  have  pretty  well  indicp-tej 
during  tlie  course  of  my  remarks  what  dlre^:- 
tion  1  shall  take  in  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  first  explain.  '.2 
reference  to  what  has  been  stated  bv  ue 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  that  1  luiT.> 
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liapfl,  a  proof  of  cunning,  or  of  merely  clever 
tftctics,    on   which    smcJl    men    depend,    but 
there  was  in  it  a  large  and  true  statesman- 
ship.   It  looked    like    an    earnest    desire    to 
do  what  he  thought  was  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  and  not  merely  a  trick  contrived  to 
keep  up  appearances,  and  to  keep,  at  all  cost, 
the  seats  on   those   benches.      The  Premier 
had,  I  hoped,  taken  up  a  proud  position,  and 
was  giving  a  triumphant  answer  to  those  who 
doubted  his  earnestness.    Now,  with  a  divided 
Government,  with  a  House  influenced  largely 
by  considerations  of  local  gain,  with  parties 
not  clearly  defined,  and  with  a  large  measure 
like  this  to  be  submitted  to  the  country,  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  proper  course.     That  course  is  to 
submit  the  BUI  to  the  country,  and  to  have 
a  dissolution.     The  Parliament   that  would 
meet  next  year  would  then  be  a  free  Parlia- 
ment.   It  would  come  duly  accredited  by  the 
rple  to  consider  this  measure,  and  it  would 
perfectly  independent  to  criticise  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  of  the  day.    If  there 
ahould    be    a    change    of    Government    there 
•oould  not  be  a  dissolution  on  account  of  it ; 
because  a  new  Parliament  must  necessarily  be 
•elected  after  the  passage  of  this  Bill.    There 
would  be  some  hope,  in  a  new  Parliament,  of 
the  Legislature  being  placed  in  a  more  happy 
condition  than  it  is  in  at  present  with  the  Go- 
vernment split  in  half,  and  with  the  House 
^oing    wild    without    a   policy    and    without 
leaders.    I  would  venture  to  submit  this  as  the 
natural,  proper,  and  constitutional  course  for 
the  House  to  take   on    this   occasion.     And 
therefore  I  move,  That  there  be  added  to  the 
-words  of  the  resolution  *'it  is  desirable  that 
the  Bill  should  be  submitted  to  the  country, 
and  that  a  dissolution  should  take  place  before 
4he  next  session." 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  when  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  spoke  as 
he  did  I  felt,  at  any  rate,  that  he  was  ex- 
pressing his  honest  convictions,  and  that  he 
felt  Tery  strongly— and  the  House  feels  very 
atrongly — that  we  are  all  in  a  faJse  position 
this  evening,  that  we  are  likely  to  continue 
In  a  false  position,  and  that  the  only  hope  of 
•our  coming  back  to  constitutional  govern- 
ment is  by  adopting  some  very  strong  measure ; 
«nd,  therefore,  when  he  proposed  to  add  to  this 
xesolntion  the  words  that  he  has  now  moved, 
I  Tolunteered  to  second  them;  and  I  will 
flaj  briefly  what  I  think  upon  the  question.  I 
do  not  think  that  these  words  express  properly 
what  is  the  best  and  proper  thing  to  be  done  at 
the  present  time;  because  I  think  there  can 
be  no  question  as  to  what  is  the  proper  course, 
and  -what  I  still  hope  may  be  the  course  that 
irill  be  taken — because  we  have  as  yet  had  no 
Indication  from  the  Premier  to-night  of  what 
he  is  going  to  do.  He  is  bound.  Sir,  as  a  man 
>f  honour,  and  as  a  man  placed  in  the  position 
lie  ;is  placed  in  by  the  liberal  opinion  of  the 
Bounti7,  to  say,  **I  will  have  no  more  to  do 
p?xtfa.  those  who  have  placed  me  in  such  a  false 
relation  to  those  who  have  hitherto  trusted 
me."    If  the  Premier  does  justice  to  himself, 


and  if  he  does  justice  to  the  House,  he  will  say, 
"  I  am  going  to-morrow  morning  to  place  my 
resignation  in  His  Excellency's  hands  or  call 
on  my  recalcitrant  colleagues  to  do  so."  That 
is  tlie  only  constitutional  and  proper  course.  I 
do  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  in  the  present 
confused  state  of  parties  any  Government  will 
retain  their  seats  on  those  benches  with  profit 
to  themselves  and  the  country  until  there  has 
been  an  appeal  to  the  people.  But  the  Premier 
has  brought  up  one  of  the  largest  questions 
that  could  come  before  a  popular  Assembly  to 
be  determined,  and  ho  is  bound  to  pledge 
himself,  as  leader  of  the  House  and  as 
leader  of  the  country,  to  carry  his  measure  or 
to  leave  his  position.  The  next  step,  no  doubt, 
would  be  that  the  Grown  should  call  for  Minis- 
ters to  sit  on  those  benches  who  would  be 
bound,  the  first  thing  they  could  do,  to  bring 
down  a  measure  for  the  redistribution  of  scats. 
No  Government  could  then  take  the  place  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  without  having  the 
courage  of  its  convictions,  and  saying  it  would 
appeal  to  the  country  and  carry  on  His  Excel- 
lency's Government  in  a  decent,  respectable, 
and  orderly  manner — which  it  has  not  been 
carried  on  in  up  to  the  present  time.  There- 
fore I  say  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  has  arrived  per  saltum  at  what  must 
come  eventually.  We  have  got  to  go  to  th« 
country ;  and  the  sooner  we  go  the  better,  in 
order  to  get  back  from  the  position  of  disorder 
that  we  are  in  into  one  of  order.  We  hav« 
been  told  to-night  that  the  Ministers  owe  no 
account  to  us :  at  any  rate,  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  was  told  that  the  Go- 
vernment owed  no  account  to  him.  But  I  say 
that  the  Ministers  owe  an  account  to  the  coun- 
try and  to  the  House  for  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary positions  that  any  House  or  popular 
Assembly  has  ever  been  put  into  in  the  history 
of  constitutional  government.  We  are  told, 
again,  that  the  real  reason  why  three  Minis- 
ters went  against  their  chief  was  that  there 
was  no  time  to  carry  this  measure.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  disagreeable  things  more  than  the 
circumstances  warrant  me ;  but  I  feel  that 
such  an  explanation  will  not  be  accepted.  We 
have  had  this  measure  on  more  than  once 
during  this  session.  It  has  been  recognized,  in 
answer  to  questions  and  in  other  ways,  that 
the  question  of  representation  was  to  be  dealt 
with  during  this  session,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  House  has  been  led  to  believe  that 
it  would  be  dealt  with  this  session;  and  it  is 
no  answer  or  explanation  whatever  to  say 
at  the  last  moment  that  three  colleagues 
of  the  Premier  went  against  their  chief  be- 
cause they  thought  there  was  not  time  to 
consider  the  matter.  The  Premier  brings  it 
down  as  a  Government  measure — representing 
the  House  and  representing  the  people — and 
Ministers  say  it  is  not  a  party  measure ;  and 
they  fling  it  to  the  winds,  as  if  it  were  not  a 
Government  measure — as  if  it  were  of  no  ac- 
count. They  say  there  is  no  time  for  it.  I 
will  tell  them  what  the  real  reason  is:  The 
Ministry  have  during  the  past  three  sessions 
been,  like  certain  lower  animals,  propelled  by 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  shall  never  bring  in  any 
other  Bill,  nor  conRent  to  it. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— That  is  what  I  was  arguing 
vpon.  The  Premier  says  that,  nnder  certain 
conditions — namely,  if  an  amendment  be  car- 
ried introducing  other  principles  than  that  of 
population  —  he  will  abandon  the  Bill  this 
soBsion.  I  would  argue,  if  it  be  a  matter  of 
principle  that  under  those  conditions  he  should 
abandon  the  Bill  this  session,  that  next  session 
under  like  conditions — as  a  matter  of  principle 
— he  will  abandon  the  Bill  also. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  will  consider  that.  My 
feeling  would  be  to  say  I  would.  I  will  not 
tay  I  would  abandon  it ;  but  I  would  let  some 
one  else  deal  with  representation. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — The  honourable  member  says 
that  ho  would  make  that  a  Ministerial  ques- 
tion— that  he  would  break  up  the  Government 
rather  than  deal  with  the  Bill  under  those  con- 
ditions. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  not  fair  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  mo  as  to  what  I  might  do  under  such 
circumstances.  That  is  a  matter  for  grave 
consideration.  I  should  have  to  consult  my 
colleagues.    Those  are  my  feelings. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — I  should  bo  sorry  to  press  un- 
duly on  the  Premier.  I  want,  however,  to  put 
something  which  is  of  importance,  to  my  mind 
in  connection  with  it.  I  should  assume  that,  if 
ho  abandoned  the  Bill  this  session  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  next  session  under  similar  conditions 
the  same  principle  would  be  at  stake;  and  I 
pay  the  honourable  member  the  compliment  of 
supposing  that  his  conduct  would  bo  the  scune 
in  regard  to  that  matter  of  principle,  and  he 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  what  he  would  do 
would  be  to  leave  it  to  some  one  else  to  carry 
out,  which  can  only  mean  that  ho  would  make 
it  a  Government  question  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  term,  and  that,  if  anything  traversing 
that  principle  of  representation  by  population 
was  introduced,  he  would  leave  it  to  another 
Government  to  carry  the  Representation  Bill. 
That  is,  I  think,  a  sufficiently-logical  argu- 
ment, founded  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement.  I  want  to  ask  him  whether  he  has 
really  considered  what  would  bo  the  very 
serious  consequences  of  the  abandonment  of 
the  Representation  Bill  next  session. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  like  to  be  interrupt- 
ing the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  I  hope,  if 
this  Bill  is  lost  this  session,  the  sense  of  the 
country  will  so  be  roused  to  its  beneficent  pro- 
visions that  next  session  there  will  be  a  large 
majority  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  accept  that  as  a  joke. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No,  it  is  no  joke  at  all. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — The  consequences,  it  seems  to 
me,  at  any  rate,  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
Representation  Bill  next  session  will  be  very 
serious  indeed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  — So  much  so  that  I  think 
the  postponement  of  the  Bill  from  this  session 
to  next  session  is  exceedingly  serious,  even  in 
view  of  that  other  contingency,  because,  if 
there  is  trouble, jas  undoubtedly  there  is,  from  a 
party  aspect,  in  forcing  the  Bill  through  this 


session,  then  I  apprehend  that  the  troaUe  i 
session  may  be  almost  infinitely  inereiai 
This  Parliament,  as  is  well  known,  will  apa 
early  in  August  of  next  year,  and  I  tliink  I 
shall  show,  presently,  that  it  is  neoesMzj  tte 
a  Bill  should  be  passed  for  the  Teadjastmeit 
of  representation  previous  to  the  ezpuaSioB  a( 
Parliament.  If  so,  does  not  the  hoBooniUi 
member  see  that  he  ia  really  putting  kilf  i 
dozen  or  a  dozen  members,  as  the  esse  zaif 
be,  into  a  position  of  paramount  power  next 
session,  if  they  choose  to  exercise  that  poveriz 
a  determined  manner?  I  think  that  boA  the 
Government  and  the  Opposition  would  adait 
that  it  is  almost  an  absolute  necessity  to  eaoj 
the  Representation  Bill  next  session;  sad 
those  members  who  stood  oat  against  it,  wi& 
the  expiration  of  Parliament  on  the  9tfa  d 
August  staring  them  in  the  face  and  in  M 
view,  would,  I  say,  get  into  a  position  of  sod 
power  that,  if  they  were  the  least  unscmpoloos, 
they  could  make  their  own  terms  and  ooodi- 
tions;  and  that  is  a  contingency  which  lay 
one  proposing  to  abandon  this  Bill  this  sessoi 
must  keep  in  mind  and  fairly  view.  This  ii 
what  I  think  on  the  subject.  The  Represesli- 
tion  Act  itself  expires,  I  believe,  on  the  1st 
December,'1887.  If  there  is  no  RepresentaticQ 
Act  passed  I  believe  we  shall  get  intoamcit 
serious  condition  politically,  or,  rather,  c<aks&- 
tutionally.  In  fact,  I  am  not  able  to  appreciate 
the  full  consequences.  I  do  not  know  what 
they  will  be. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — Go  back  to  the  old  Act 
Mr.  BRYCE.— No;  no  election  could  take 
place  under  the  old  Act.  It  would  be  an  impos- 
sibility, for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other  reason 
— and  there  are  others :  that  no  electoral  rofis 
exist  under  that  Act,  and  no  power  exists  to 
make  those  rolls;  and  that  reason,  I  ^ipn- 
hend,  would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  show  that 
the  country  would  soon  get  into  a  \*ery  serious 
condition  indeed — so  serious  that  I  fail  now  to 
appreciate  and  understand  all  the  conseqnesces 
that  might  arise  from  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  T«y 
likely  be  necessary  before  we  could  be  setgot2| 
again.  Therefore  I  come  back  to  this:  that 
the  Government,  knowing  that  would  be  the 
position,  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  say  that 
a  Distribution  of  Scats  BiU  was  absolateij  ne- 
cessary to  be  passed ;  and  if  half  a  dozen  or  a 
dozen  members,  with  a  certain  amount  of  ofi- 
scrupulousness — because  that  would  beneea^ 
sary — persisted  in  opposing  this  Bill,  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  9th  August  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, they  would  be  in  a  position  to  name 
their  own  terms,  and  their  terms  would  have  to 
be  conceded  to  them.  Therefore  I  come  back 
to  this  again :  that,  great  as  the  party  dif&cnltr 
may  be  in  passing  tJhe  Bill  during  the  present 
session — and  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  un- 
dervalue that  difficulty,  or  to  place  that  di£B* 
culty  on  the  Premier  or  the  Government— thai 
difficulty  will  be  infinitely  increased  next  year; 
and,  if  it  is  proposed  to  shelve  this  Bill  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  avoiding  difficulty,  that  objeeli 
certainly,  will  not  be  effected.  As  sure  as  eu 
be»  the  difficulty,  in  an  enoxmously-incxeaied 
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against  this  Govemment.    I  am  not  going  to 
please  him.    He  is  one  of  the  ineconcilables, 
ajid  he  will  remain  one  till  some  person  takes 
pity  on  him  and  gives  him  a  seat    on    the 
Treasury    benches.     He  has  not  shown   the 
least  desire    to    help    me    in    any   measure. 
Vote  after    vote  he    has  given  against   me. 
I  have  now  stated  to  the  House  the  position 
of  the  whole  matter,  and  I  do  not  think  any- 
}>ody  can  say  that  I  have  ever  failed  to  keep 
a  promise  which  I  have  made  to  the  House.    I 
say,  although    the  Bill  will    not  be  pressed 
through  the  House  this  session,  a  Bill  on  the 
same  lines,  and,  I  hope,  in  the  same  language, 
but  certainly  a  Bill  containing  the  same  prin- 
ciples, will  be  brought  in  next  session,  if  I  am 
spared,  and  it  will  be  about  the  first  measure  to 
be  brought  on,  and  I  will  attempt  to  get  it 
passed.    Of  course  some  amendments  may  be 
required ;  but  I  will  do  my  best  to  have  justice 
done  to  all  parts  of  the  colony  on  the  popula- 
tion basis.    I  have  no  fear  in  accepting  the 
population  basis.    I  do  not  look  to  districts  in 
dealing  with  this  question.    I  beliovo  there  has 
been  too  much  looking  to  districts  in  the  past. 
I  believe  we  shall  never  get  rid  of  this  local- 
district  feeling  until  this  Parliament  ceases  to 
be  a  huge  board  of  works.    I  believe  that  New 
Zealand  will  get  a  proper  democratic  feeling 
when  it  gets  representation  based  on  population 
independent  of  districts.    If  I  had  not  stated 
opesJy  in  the  House  that  this  was  not  to  be 
taken  as  a  party  question,  but  a  question  on 
which  every  person  was  to  vote  as  he  pleased, 
my  colleagues  would  not  have  voted  against  me. 
As  to  the  Govemment  whips,  I  do  not  look  on 
the   Govemment  whips  as    persons    with  no 
opinions.    It  is  well  known  that  on  another 
question  one  of  the  Govemment  whips  fought 
against  me,  and  the  two  voted  against  me.    I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
voted  against  his  Government  on  more  than 
one    occasion,    and    the    honourable  member 
for    the    Dunstan    did    the    same    thing    on 
one    occasion,    when  they    were   Government 
whips.     I    remember    that,    on    a    most  im- 
portant question  in  the  Land   Bill — I  think 
it  w&s  dealing  with  the  Canterbury  runs — in 
1877,  the  members  of  the  Govemment  then 
did  not  vote  together,  far  less  their  whips  ;  so 
that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  on  every 
matter  every  member  of  the  party  is  to  vote  as 
the  Govemment  think  fit.    I  think  I  have  said 
sufficient  to  show  the  position  to  the  House. 
As    to    the    honourable  member  for   Pamell, 
what  would  be  the  result  if  his  amendment 
were  carried  ?    The  result  would  be  this  :  that 
for  the  next  three  years  we  should  go  on  with 
the    old  representation  and  rolls.    That  would 
be  to  exclude  growing  districts  from  having  any 
ixLCTcased  representation.    I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  will  withdraw  his  amendment, 
because  I  really  think  the  result  will  be  calami- 
tious  to  the  whole  interests  of  the  colony.    Some 
tionourable  members  say  that  representation 
ihould  not  be  based  on  population.    I  think 
^ at   is  a  fair  matter   for  discussion  in  the 
^oxLXLtry  during  the  recess.    I  may  tell  them 
iliere  is  no  other  thing  on  which  we  can  base 
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representation  but  population.  If  they  base 
it  on  taxation,  certainly  that  will  not  suit;  and 
they  cannot  base  it  on  area. 

Mr.  PYKE.— The  number  of  electors. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  are  such  things  as 
stuffed  rolls.  There  are  such  things  as  this:  Some 
men  may  go  round  and  get  a  large  number  on 
the  roll  immediately  preceding  the  time  when 
the  Assembly  is  dealing  with  representation. 
Or  chis  may  happen :  We  may  have  Begittrars 
who  will  insist  on  taking  a  large  number  of 
names  oS  the  rolls,  whereas  others  may  not  do 
this.  I  hope  honourable  members  will  .believe 
that,  though  this  measure  may  not  pass  this 
session,  I  shall  redeem  a  pledge  which  I  now 
give  that  a  measure  like  this  shall  be  one  '>f  the 
first— if  not  the  very  first — ^measures  brouf;ht  in 
next  session,  and  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  g  ^t 
the  measure  passed. 

An  Hon.  Member. — As  a  Gk^vemment  mea- 
sure? 

Sir  R.  STOUT. — As  a  Govemment  measure. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — I  should  like  to  point 
out  that  some  of  the  honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  in  favour  of  going  on  with  this 
Bill  have  been  most  unfortunate  in  what  they 
have  said.  The  honourable  member  for  Geral- 
dine  told  us  that  the  House  has  been  led 
throughout  the  session  to  believe  that  a  Repre- 
sentation Bill  would  be  passed  this  session. 
Now,  I  say  that  on  the  22nd  June  the  Premier 
told  the  House  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
deal  with  the  subject  this  session — that  if  time 
permitted  he  would  go  so  far  as  to  introduce  a 
Bill,  so  that  it  might  be  circulated  and  dis- 
cussed in  the  country.  On  the  same  occasion 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  asked 
the  Premier  whether  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  for  expressing  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  a  Representation  Bill  should  be  in- 
troduced ;  and  in  answer  to  that  the  Premier 
told  the  honourable  member  that  he  could 
move  a  resolution  on  the  motion  for  goi:'g  into 
Committee  of  Supply.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
ask,  has  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
ever  moved  such  a  resolution  ?  has  he  ever  even 
given  notice  of  it  ?  He  has  not ;  and  therefore 
it  is  most  unfair  to  say  that  the  Premier  haK 
led  the  House  to  believe  throughout  the  session 
that  the  question  would  be  dealt  with  this 
session.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  told  us  how  the  Hall  Govemment  had 
CHJTied  their  views  into  efiect,  and  that  this 
Govemment  had  not  done  so ;  that  the  Hall 
Govemment  carried  their  Bill,  but  this  Govem- 
ment could  not  carry  theirs.  Now,  the  Hall 
Government  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  They 
did  not  carry  out  their  views ;  because  the 
Premier  of  that  Govemment  told  the  people 
of  Leeston  what  he  was  going  to  bring  for- 
ward, but  he  never  brought  it  in.  The  Bill 
which  he  introduced  was  different  in  eyery 
particular  from  the  Bill  he  told  the  people  of 
Leeston  he  would  bring  in.  Then,  wo  we;*e  told 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  that 
if  a  whip  of  his  voted  against  him  he  would 
tell  him  at  once  that  he  must  leave  the  party ; 
but  we  have  it  on  record  that  a  whip  of  the 
honourable  member  absolutely  moved  a  motion 
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wLtch  was  rqui>altnt  to  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
Hticiicc  in  t)ic  (ioMTnmcnt,  aiid  took  a  division 
on  it.  It  14  not  my  intention  to  speak  at 
It-r.eth  on  this  sulijcrt;  but  I  must  refer  to 
wiiifct  wfj,**  suid  b\  ihi*  honourable  member  for 
Ki;nionl  in  reply  to  tlic  honourable  member  for 
Inajiifahua.  He  saitl  that  that  honourable 
geiitlf-manV  idoa  of  faimesB  was  that  the  West 
Coast  slsu'ilti  be  over- represented,  and  that  his 
utt'-raiiCfs  wt-re  beneath  contempt.  Well,  all 
I  have  to  say  is  that  the  utti;rance8  of  an 
hoiiourablu  number  v» ho  would  attribute  such 
motive*  are  beneath  contempt.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Inancahua  Raid  nothing;  of  the 
kn.<l.  He  Ktatcd  tluit  he  altogether  disagreed 
with  the  population  basis,  because  the  Premier 
said  that  }Xj[)uliiLi.»n  was  to  be  the  only  basis. 
There  l^  no  place  that  I  know  of  whore  that 
ba^i?»  is  ndopted. 

Mr.  Mohs's  amendment  negatived,  and  Mr. 
llacondrews  motion  agreed  to. 

PROPKRTY  ASRKS.^MKNT  BILL. 

Sir  U.  S'lHJL'T  said  tlie  only  amendment 
made  bv  tlio  Loi^ishitive  Council  in  tlie  Pro- 
perty Assessment  Hill  was  one  to  enable  others 
than  the  «iirectors  or  managers  of  companies  to 
siiiil  in  returns  of  propfity.  The  only  question 
whieli  afxise  was.  whether  the  Council  could 
Rinnul  the-  Hill  ;  but,  in  onler  to  Ret  rid  of  that 
diihculty,  he  moved,  That  the  amendment  be 
a«reed  to,  as  the  amendment  was  in  furtherance 
ot  the  pur}K)se  of  the  Ihll. 

Mr.  SPKAKKK  said  he  had  looked  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
amendment  atTected  '-o  materially  the  privileges 
of  the  Ilou^c  as  that  he  should  advise  the 
House  to  raise  a  question  of  privilege.  But, 
btiil,  he  thoupht  that  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  pass  without  their  taking  cof;nizance  of  the 
matter  by  maknij^'  a  special  entry  to  the  effect 
that  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House  as  it  was  in  furtherance  of  the  intention 
of  the  House. 

Amendm<  nt  afrrced  to,  and  special  entry 
ordered  to  be  made  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

:Mr.  LARNACH.— Sir,  1  have  to  report  that 
the  Managers  of  the  Free  Conference  on  the 
Harbours  Bill  have  been  unable  to  come  to 
any  agreement. 

!\Ir.  SPKAKKR.— I  think  ifc  is  comi)etent  to 
ask  for  another  P'ree  Conference ;  but  the  House 
should  be  careful  in  the  choice  of  Managers, 
and  make  sure  that  those  Managers  represent 
the  views  of  the  House  and  maintain  that  the 
effect  of  one  amendment  made  by  the  fjegis- 
Jative  Council  is  a  violation  of  our  privileges. 
It  is  distinctly  improper  that  any  one  should 
represent  us  at  the  Conference  who  does  not 
hold  those  views. 

Mr.  LARNACII.— I  move,  That  the  following 
new  Manager  >  be  appointed :  Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  J.  McKoizio,  and  the  mover. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  have  no  objection  to 
act ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  be  the  only 
unanimous  mnn  named. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Managers  must  hold 
Iff.  Levestam 


the  same  views,  and  insusi  on  the  visyoiii 
of  the  amendment  which  infziiiges  aor  pEi- 
leges. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Were  not  twi  4i 
members  now  to  be  appointed  membeisdtli 
former  Conference,  and  did  not  the  ctbersa 
ber,  who  is  being  left  out,  difier  from  tk«e  tn 
honourable  members  ?  I  hold  that  haos^ab 
members  ought  to  maintain  at  all  hA2i?iiQe 
privileges  of  this  House.  I  may  sfty  tbAtli- 
ject  to  those  two  honourable  genUanfflV 
were  willing  to  give  up  the  pri^egscf'iii 
House.  I  only  go  upon  what  I  ha^  besi 
and  I  state  my  objection  because  I  think  it  ■ 
a  matter  of  great  importance  thai  nesite 
who  are  on  Conferences  should  faurij  sp 
and  endeavour  to  maintain  the  privilegeieftb! 
Hou.se  which  are  intrusted  to  them.  Ca- 
fore  1  hope  that  no  one  will  be  appaiiiWa 
this  Conference  who  is  not  prepared  to cpbai 
the  opinions  which  you.  Sir,  as  gaaidiM  cf« 
privileges,  have  expressed.  For  that  lasoi  I 
think  the  gentlemen  who,  I  understBnd,  «« 
willing  to  give  way  on  this  point  shooJd  BfiCii 
appointed  to  be  Managers  on  this  CorJsfia 
again. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  alreadysaidtlaiii 
would  be  highly  improper  to  appoint  anj  sa 
to  be  a  Manager  on  this  Conference  who  is »» 
prepared  to  uphold  the  privileges  of  this Bffse^ 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— I  have  no  deaie » « 
on  this  Conference  ;  and,  if  the  honou»He»** 
ber  for  Akaroa  alludes  to  me  u  one  ol  'J* 
Managers  who  were  ready  to  give  way  iuRP" 
to  the  privileges  of  the  House,  I  cwi  teaciel^a 
he  is  altogether  wrong.  \ 

'Mr.  LARNACH.— 1  should  like  to  snjitul 
would  not  yield  to  the  honourable  member » 
Akaroa  or  to  any  other  honourable  mani^'* 
the  question  of  upholding  the  privil*^ <^ 
House— that  I  was  prepared  to  npbold  to 
and  never  yielded  them  in  connection  win  * 
matter  which  was  intrusted  to  my  B*'^ 
ment.  The  only  reason  why  I  mowdiW 
my  name  should  be  on  this  fresh  Confatt** 
that  the  Bill  was  originally  brought  in ^'! 
and  has  been  in  my  charge,  and  tboe^*' 
thought  I  ought  to  be  on  the  Gon{ei««» 
watch  it.  I  will,  however,  move,  T^  ^ 
Premier,  Major  Atkinson,  and  Mr.  Softer » 
Managers  of  the  second  Conferenc*. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— The  Premier's tina « 
very  fully  occupied  in  this  House,  w>^  ^^!^ 
suggest  that  the  honourable  member  bi  *^ 
roa  be  appointed  instead  of  the  hoDcui*" 
member. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  must  decline- 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Are  we  aware  of  theopiD^ 
of  the  honourable  member  for  GladsWDfi 03^ 
matter  ?    He  is  not  present. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Ho  has  taken  a  great  it*^ 
est  in  the  Bill.  .    • 

Mr.  SEDDON.- But  as  to  the  qnesea"' 
privilege  ?  ■■ 

Mr.  BRYCE.— It  seems  to  me  that  it  JS^"^ 
competent  to  appoint  as  Managers  honooi»_ 
members  who  hold  different  opinions  |»j 
subject;  for,  what»^ver  may  be  their  in<Ji™*^ 
opinions,   I   take   it   that,  as  Managed" 
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Conference,  they  must  give  up  those  opinions 
and  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the  House.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Mines  say 
that  he  was  not  of  a  different  opinion  from 
that  of  the  honourablo  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers. What  I  understood  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Fort  Chalmers  was,  that  ho  had 
endeavoured  to  uphold  a  certain  view  of  the 
case,  preser\'ing  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
which  the  other  Managers  were  willing  to 
yield.  Therefore  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
was  right,  and  that  the  other  two  Managers 
were  wrong ;  for,  whatever  their  private  opin- 
ions might  be,  they  were  there  to  carry  out 
the  views  of  this  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Managers  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  Managers  for  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Free  Conference  regarding  the 
Council's  amendments  in  the  Local  Bodies' 
Loans  Bill  had  been  unable  to  come  to  an 
agreement. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port from  the  Managers  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Managers  for  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Free  Conference  regarding  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Counties  Bill : — 

*^  The  Managers  of  the  Conference  on  the  Bill 
intituled  the  Coimties  Bill  have  the  honour  to 
report  that  they  have  como  to  the  following 
agreement — namely, — 

*•  (L)  That  the  Legislative  Council  does  not 
insist  on  its  amendment  in  section  157. 

"  (2.)  That  the  following  clause  be  substituted 
for  clause  195,  as  amended  by  the  Legislative 
Council  —  namely,  '  If  the  number  of  votes 
^iven  for  the  proposal  within  the  several  ridings 
taken  together  is  not  loss  than  three-fifths  of 
the  total  number  of  votes  given  at  the  poU  to 
he  taken  as  aforesaid,  and  if  one- third  in  num- 
ber of  the  ratepayers  vote  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal, and  the  number  so  voting  are  entitled  to 
more  than  one-third  in  number  of  the  votes 
which  can  be  exercised  by  the  whole  number  of 
ratepayers,  then,  and  not  otherwi.se,  the  resolu- 
tion, in  favour  of  the  proposal  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  carried,  and  the  Council  may  proceed  with 
the  proposal  accordingly ;  but,  if  not,  then  the 
resolution  shall  bo  deemed  to  be  rejected,  and 
♦the  Council  shall  not  so  proceed.'  " 
Ileport  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port from  the  Managers  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Managers  for  the  Legislative  Council 
of  tlie  Free  Conference  regarding  the  amend- 
ments mode  in  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Bill  :— 

*'  The  Managers  of  the  Free  Conference  on 
the  Bill  intituled  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Bill  have  the  honour  to  report  that  they  have 
cozne  to  the  following  agreement — ^namely, — 

**.(!.)  That  the  amendments  made  by   the 


Legislative  Council  in  sections  185  and  137  shall 
not  be  insisted  on  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

'*  (2.)  That  the  proviso  added  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  section  219  shall  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  words  '  separate  rates  or/ 
as  suggested  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

"  (3.)  That  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  in  section  182  shall  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

'*  (4.)  That  the  amendment  made  by  tha 
Legislative  Council  in  the  First  Schedule  shall 
not  be  insisted  on  by  the  Legislative  Council." 

Report  agreed  to. 

LEGISLATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said,— The  House  is  well  aware 
that  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  deliberate 
on  the  expenditure  under  the  heading  **  Legis- 
lative." That  Committee  has  given  a  very 
voluminous  report,  and  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to  pass 
one  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Committee 
— that  is,  the  9th,  That  the  Government  should 
be  directly  responsible  for  all  parliamentary  ex- 
penditure, and  that  all  officers  should  be  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  Government.  I  do  not 
propose  now  to  ask  the  House  to  adopt  the 
whole  of  the  report,  but  I  hope  it  will  consent 
to  indorse  this  particular  recommendation. 
Honourable  members  are  aware  that  the  general 
practice  under  which  the  expenditure  of  this 
Legislature  is  conducted  is,  that  the  Speakers 
make  certain  recommendations  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  that  way  tlie  Government  con- 
sider themselves  free  from  responsibility  in  the 
matter.  I  am  one  of  those — and  the  Commit- 
tee agree  with  me — who  condemn  that  system, 
in  the  first  place,  because  the  recommenda- 
tions coming  from  the  Government  are  pre- 
sented with  the  apparent  sanction  of  our 
Speaker,  and  we  are  not  in  the  position  to,  as  it 
were,  censure  the  action  of  the  Speaker  by  criti- 
cising these  estimates.  That  is  a  grave  objection. 
But  we  know  also  that  the  expenditure  on  the 
Legislature  has  been  increasing  annually  for 
some  time  past ;  and  we  know  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  ofiicers  who  are  in  the  service  of 
this  branch  give  no  ordinary  service  whatever 
during  the  recess,  and  they  are  receiving  as 
salaries  from  £6,  or  £7  to  £10  a  day  for  the 
services  they  render  during  the  session.  The 
Committee  has  reported  unanimously  against 
this,  and  recommends  that  the  Government 
take  charge  of  these  officers  during  the  recess 
and  utilize  their  services.  I  think  it  would  be 
very  much  in  the  interests  of  these  officers 
themselves,  and  of  the  country,  that  they 
should  not  have  an  enforced  period  of  idleness 
in  the  recess.  The  Committee  thinks  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  House  being  placed  in  a 
position  of  ajitagonism,  as  it  were,  with  the 
Speaker,  and  with  a  view  to  due  economy,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  whole  of  this  department 
under  the  Responsible  Government,  so  that . 
the  House  may  have  some  responsible  parties 
to  deal  with  in  regard  to  the  expenditure,  and 
that  the  growth  of  the   expenditure  may  ba 
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chcrk'^l  and  minimized  as  much  as  possible. 
I  should  liave  Hkfd  to  discuss  the  whole  report, 
which  contain**  some  ver)'  valiKtble  suggestionfl; 
an<l  if  I  am  here  next  so>9iun  I  shall  certainly 
ask  the  Houbc  to  consider  it.  Before  conclud- 
ing, I  mav  Kucm  st  that  clause  13  should  receive 
Koiiiu  con^^uliuttion  from  the  Govcmment.  It 
a^ks,  "  That  ?t  !»>  he  taken  during  the  recess  to 
c.hi.im  the  n<CL-s:kry  information  for  the  com- 
pK'tiou  of  th»'  annt-xed  return  relating  to  the 
procedure  of  L»  ^i-hitures  in  other  countries." 
Tncv  could  only  <'htain  that  information  from 
oihrr  eonntrioj*.  Tiic  Committee  c-juld  not  ob- 
tain it  in  tMn»»,  and  the  Govemmi-nt  might  get 
honie  pir-on  ccnnectcd  with  the  Lej^islature  to 
cciinpietc  it.  If  the  whole  of  the  recommenda- 
titiiis  of  this  Coinniittec  were  taktii  into  con- 
si.hraiion,  sonu  tiling  like  i-7,0(X)  or  £8,000  per 
Hni.iMu  might  be  saved  ;  and  I  think  that  is  a 
very  i.nportant  consideraticm.  But  I  consider 
that,  ahi'Vc  all  things — far  above  the  saving — it 
is  iit.ei.f>.sary  to  bring  the  whole  of  this  depart- 
ment under  the  direct  responsibility  of  the 
<Toveriinient,  so  that  when  the  House  comes 
to  criti'i^'-  this  expenditure  item  by  item  no 
(ioverr.i:t«nt  bhall  be  able  to  say,  **  These  are 
not  our  •  ^t.nmtis." 

Mr.  Fl'LTON.-  From  a  return  attached  to 
the  np-it  of  this  Committee  I  see  that,  for  a 
few  yiais  pa^t,  a  sum  of  about  i:\(.)0  has  been 
spent  in  paying  travelling  expenses,  passagc- 
mor.(  y,  cr  .ich-fares,  sometimes  cab-hire,  and 
extia  firi  :ht  for  members*  wives. 

Mr.  ^rr.AKKU. — I  never  allow  any  hotel 
expf  ns<  s ;  I  allow  nothing  but  coach-faros  and 
hteunier-f.a*es. 

Mr.  F  L' L  T  0  N.— There  are  travelling  ex- 
pend »j.  passage-money,  and  cab-faro.  I  find 
tliat  tui  m  have  bitii  as  many  as  twenty  mem- 
bers* wives  driiwint,'  sr.ms  of  monev  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  Wellington — I  presume,  to 
took  ufur  ihtir  husbands.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  has  been  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
passt  d  in  ls^3,  authorizing  this  thing.  I  am 
ha]>]>y  to  say  that  thi«re  are  many  members  who 
bring  their  wives  with  them  and  who  do  not 
make  any  charge.  It  is  very  unbecoming  that 
such  a  charge  as  tliis  should  appear,  and  that  it 
should  go  forth  to  the  world  that  members,  who 
are  already  receiving  sufficient  payment,  both 
for  tiavelling  exjH'nses  and  for  thtir  services, 
should  actually  bring  their  wives  here  and 
charge  the  country  for  it.  Kspi-cially  is  this 
the  case  in  times  like  the  present,  when  persons 
are  cnanplaining  of  the  depression.  If  I  could 
have  caught  Mr.  Speaker's  eye  ih'st  I  would 
have  moved  a  resolution  expressing  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  this  subject.  At  any  rate,  I 
feel  tliat  I  have  done  my  duty  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  it  prominently  in  this  House,  and  I  do 
hope  that,  even  if  we  cannot  pass  a  resolution 
doing  away  with  it,  members  will  bo  ashamed 
in  future  to  charge  this  expense  to  the  country' 
instiad  of  providing  for  it  out  of  their  own 
porkets. 

Mr.  lURRON.— I  regret  that  the  honourable 

nieinber  for  the  BuUer  has  not  seen  his  way  to 

move  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of  the  report 

of  the  Legislative  Expenditure  Committee,  in 

Hr.  O' Conor 


accordance  with  the  understandiDg  ¥^  oi 
Committee  arrived   at.     This  inqmiT  tcok  i 
very  long  time,  and  the  members  of  A«C3t 
mittee  are  naturally  desirous  thai  rht  mil  | 
of  their  labours  should  be  consideied  br  qi  \ 
House.     If  the  House  does  not  pass  uicpMi ! 
upon  it  without  delay,  it  will  lose  xnc^nafit 
value.    I  would  ask  you.  Sir,  if  there is^^ 
by  which  the  recommendations  of  tLJ  i;^ 
might  be  taken  one  by  one. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  can  only  prof.:«  fc  , 
amendment  submitted  by  the  honouralie  so-  i 
ber.  ! 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAX.  — With  releiese  » 
what  fell  from  the  honourable  member  i-xm 
Taieri,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  cHi 
of  what  he  calls  **  an  abuse  "  is  that  the  Gcfic- 
mcnt,  for  some  sessions  past,  ha^  b«2  m  u 
habit  of  sending  the  '*  Hinemoa  "  to  Aockou 
in  order  to  bring  do^^-n  the  members,  ui  i» 
send  them  back  to  their  homes.  Tfiii  wi 
done  in  order  to  afford  facilities  for  th«  jbh- 
bers  themselves  alone;  but  an  abuse«?t3 
by  which  honourable  members  brcrgh:  tiw 
wives  and  families  down  by  the  "HaitaKA^ 
It  was  therefore  thought  that  it  was  oniTKiii 
and  fair  that  southern  members  .sbaaJd  iaw 
the  same  facilities  for  their  families  m  «♦ 
given  to  the  northern  members.  The  wk-J 
thing  occurred  through  this  absarditycfjeiiL- 
ing  the  '*  Hinemoa  "  to  Auckland.  If  tht  Go- 
vernment would  give  an  assurance  tii:  tLi 
which  was  rciilly  a  thorough  abuse,  si^-"- 
cea.se,  I  have  no  doubt  the  abuse  the  hflcocr- 
able  member  for  the  Taieri  complains  d  m 
be  put  a  stop  to. 

Mr.  SKDDON.— When  the  motion  was  t^^^ 
the  House  that  members  should  be  reia:in« 
the  expense  of  bringing  their  wives  to  »^e.- 
lington  I  moved  to  incluJe  the  words  "JiJ 
their  cousins  and  their  aunts."  I  was  d^itak'j 
on  that  amendment ;  and  I  think  I  ^^ 
against  the  resolution,  which  was  carrieii.  Bs» 
something  occurred  the  other  dayin^^-J^ 
ton  to  an  honourablo  member,  whose  Die*  1 
have  forgotten.  He  told  the  House  thai  hr« 
bothered  by  a  widow  in  the  morning  tiv::«  s* 
got  up.  He  complained  of  that.  I  ^^--^^ 
to  say  that  if  that  member's  wife  ha<i  b-^t-? 
with  him  in  Wellington  he  woiild  net  fi3« 
been  annovcd  by  the  widow  in  the  mtint? 
I  do  not  think  this  is  the  way  to  bricj:  ^' 
matter  up  at  all.  I  think  the  legitimau^ «^ 
in  which  to  deal  with  the  questiea  »as  U' 
rescind  the  motion.  It  must  bo  ^<^^^*' 
plea.sant  to  lioiiourablc  inLUilKis  "shc/'^'- 
been  induced  to  take  advanta};<.'  of  ii^~^  ^ 
solution  by  the  precedent  exi>t:ng  iot  ^®* 
years  to  have  the  matter  brougiit  up  in  ^^ 
way.  I  hope  that,  whatever  rejison  lUi^ca^ 
be"^for  curtailing  the  Legislative  exp-en^-ii'^'': 
the  House  will  meet  it  fairly  upon  the  Kp:!*'- 
the  Committee  next  sespion.  TIktc  isno  coau 
in  my  mind,  that  the  Legislative  expfo^^^;  > 
should  be  considerably  curtfikiled,  tal^'^t^'^J*^  | 
consideration  the  state  of  the  country  anCj  : 
earnings  of  the  people.  But  I  cannot  vott^- 
the  motion  now  prr)posed,  because  it  vt»^^ I*' 
vent  us  from  going  into  Committee  oi-^Ii-" 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.-  I  was  not  present  when 
this  final  report  of  the  Legislative  Expenditure 
Committee  was  drawn  up,  and  had  I  been 
there  I  should  not  have  assented  to  some  of  the 
paragraphs  in  the  report.  There  are  some 
paragraphs,  however,  with  which  I  agree  ;  and 
I  think  that  early  next  session  a  motion 
should  be  moved,  taking  the  report  paragraph 
by  paragraph;  and  then  the  Government 
should  act  upon  the  decision  come  to  in  bring- 
ing in  new  estimates.  I  think  the  Committee 
has  done  very  valuable  work.  I  believe  that, 
in  this,  as  in  everything  else,  there  is  need  for 
the  House  to  exercise  strict  guard  over  the  ex- 
penditure. Some  saving  might  be  made,  but  I 
should  not  go  the  length  that  this  report  goes  in 
some  directions.  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  not  press  his  motion  to-night,  but  will 
iring  it  on  next  session.  As  to  the  "Hine- 
moa,"  I  have  not  the  details  before  me,  but 
my  recollection  is  that  the  •'  Hinemoa's  "  going 
north  effects  a  saving  :  and  I  understand  it  is 
a  great  convenience  to  honourable  members 
going  north.  I  have  only  travelled  once  or 
twice  in  the  •'Hinemoa"  myself  during  the 
recess,  and  1  find  the  Union  boats  are  better. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— The  honourable 
member  for  Lincoln  has  been  speaking  about  a 
matter  he  knows  nothing  of.  I  have  travelled 
in  the  *•  Hinemoa  "  on  two  or  three  occasions, 
and  then  a  great  deal  of  other  business  wfibs 
done  by  the  steamer.  A  large  number  of 
policemen  have  been  taken  to  various  stations ; 
and  southern  members  were  taken  north  to 
see  Auckland,  and  it  did  them  good.  About 
a  hundred  and  eighty  immigrants  were  taken 
up  on  the  last  occasion,  and  she  also  took 
up  a  largo  quantity  of  Government  material. 
Tlie  Government  always  took  advvintage  of 
the  **  Hinemoa's  "  going  with  members  to 
send  in  her  a  number  of  policemen.  There 
is  also  a  large  amount  of  other  work  done,  all 
of  a  ver>'  valuable  character.  There  is  never 
any  waste  of  time.  Captain  Fairchild  invari- 
ably finds  ample  work  whenever  the  "  Hine- 
moa '*  takes  the  members.  Employing  her  in 
that  way  is  not  the  abuse  of  the  "  Hinemoa." 
The  abuse  is  in  sending  her  all  round  the 
country  with  one  Minister  or  a  Government 
oflficer  at  an  enormous  expense. 

;Mr.  CONOLLY. — As  the  Premier  has  said 
that  this  report — a  very  important  one— shall 
bo  considered  early  next  session,  I  would  sug- 
gest that,  seeing  the  great  difficulty  private 
members  have  in  getting  on  business  of  this 
kind,  the  Premier  himself  might  bring  forward 
this  matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  hope  the  Standing  Orders 
^will  be  altered,  to  give  private  members  greater 
facilities  for  bringing  on  business. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— No  one  can  look  at 
-what  is  going  on  without  seeing  that  there  is 
no  real  retrenchment  being  effected.  In  fact, 
instead  of  retrenchment,  we  have  what  might 
be  called  extravagance. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—Reduoe  the  estimates. 
:Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  is  very  difficult 
to   reduce  the  estimates.      No  one  can  help 
•realizing,  seeing  what  is  going  on,  that  we  are 


not  really  entering  on  any  system  of  retrench- 
ment, but  that,  month  after  month,  things  are 
getting  worse.  I  believe  that,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, is  due  to  the  Premier :  his  good-nature  is 
taken  advantage  of  by  various  parties  connected 
with  the  House.  I  know  the  Premier  himself 
is  very  desirous  that  we  should  have  retrench- 
ment ;  but,  being  good -hearted  and  kindly, 
he  gives  way  when  people  apply  to  him.  I 
am  afraid  that,  unless  we  take  some  further 
stand,  instead  of  retrenching  we  shall  go  on 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  in  the  end  things  will 
be  much  worse  than  now. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.  — I  am  quite  willing,  after 
the  explanation  of  the  Premier,  to  take  a  nega- 
tive on  the  voices. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  go  on  with  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates to-night,  as  they  have  only  just  been 
put  in  our  hands.  They  are  very  important, 
as,  to  say  nothing  of  what  is  charged  to  Land 
Fund  and  Public  Works  Fund,  they  take  away 
more  than  the  balance  of  £19,000.  Honourable 
gentlemen  say,  "  Go  on."  If  they  are  in  such 
a  hurry  to  get  home,  and  arc  quite  willing  to 
vote  £200,000  or  £300,000  without  a  word,  I 
shaU  not  dissent;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
very  fit  sort  of  proceeding. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— We  are  quite  willing  to  take 
only  a  few  unopposed  votes  to-night,  and  the 
others  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MAGANDREW.  —  I  hope  we  shall  not 
go  on,  as  wo  have  just  got  the  estimates,  and 
have  not  read  them.  There  is  plenty  of  other 
business  to  go  on  with. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — I  am  rather  surprised 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  should 
object,  when  he  must  remember  that  he  used  to 
send  round  the  supplementary  estimates  just 
as  we  were  going  into  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Never  anything  like 
this. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Oh,  yes ;  the  messengers 
used  to  hand  round  the  estimates  just  as  Mr. 
Speaker  was  leaving  the  chair.  The  Premier's 
great  fault  is  want  of  consistency  and  firmness. 
Ho  should  be  firm,  and  go  on. 

Mr.  O'Conor's  amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  ^Ir.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,— I  think  it  would 
bo  only  ordinary  courtesy  to  go  into  Supply, 
and  take  the  unopposed  votes.  The  others  can 
be  taken  at  leisure  to-morrow.  Whatever  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  did,  if  it  was  a 
bad  example  it  should  not  be  followed  now. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — The  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  shines  in  the  character  of  Mentor.  The 
question  is,  whether  the  Premier  is  in  a  position 
to  lead  us  or  not,  and  whether  we  are  to  be 
guided  by  his  direction.  I  am  exceedingly  sur- 
prised at  the  tone  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  for  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of 
his  way  of  doing  this  line  of  business  in  years 
gone  by.  He  never  was  tired.  He  used  to 
challenge  the  Opposition  and  say,  *'If  you 
are  tired  I  am  not;  I  will  see  my  estimates 
through."  A  change  has  come  over  him  that 
is  something  surprising.    He  affects,  now,  & 
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kind  of  (1«  Miity-  -niMiUil  debility,  I  suppose.  I 
do  not  i\\nu-  bfheve  in  this  fiu«Men  decrepitade. 
I  think  tiic  faonoumblo  gentleman  can  very 
well  properly  check  the  efitimatcB.  and  that  we 
oan  go  on  with  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL. — It  may  shorten  discussion  if 
I  say  that  wo  propone  to  go  on  with  only  a  few 
of  the  first  small  votes,  and  then  take  other 
buKiness,  if  there  is  time. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  do  not  think  any- 
thing  will  be  gained  by  trying  to  go  on  now, 
for  1  am  quite  sure  the  House  will  not  pa<^ 
th(  HO  estimates  without  fully  discussing  them. 
TIh'V  are  for  a  very  large  total  sura.  The  whole 
qurstion  of  whether  we  are  going  to  economize 
or  not  depends  very  largely  on  the  way  we  dis- 
pose of  these  estimates.  I  see  the  honourable 
menilKT  for  Kumara  looking  at  me.  I  can 
understand  his  desire  to  get  these  supple- 
mentary estimates  passed,  because  these  esti- 
mates show  votes  for  the  goldrtelds  on  almost 
every  page — concen^  d,  however,  in  a  variety 
of  ways. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  nothing  for 
Kumara. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.-— Honourable  members 
wi*^h  to  compare  those  with  the  general  esti- 
mtiu-s.  The  Minister  of  Mines  has  a  large 
number  of  extra  appropriatioTis  for  goldfiekls 
wcrks — very  tliinly  vt-iled,  in  most  cases. 

Mr.  LAKNAC'II. — To  open  up  roads. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— There  is  i:6,(X)0  for  the 
new  Department  of  Agricultur»^,  while  we  have 
aliea.ly  voted  .t9,(XX)  for  it:  and  yet  the  House 
has  never  considered  at  all  what  that  depart- 
ment has  done.  There  is  ample  room  for  a 
full  discussion  on  the  whole  subject.  And, 
coming  to  tiie  public  works  estimates,  we  find 
tli:U  the  votes  are,  practically,  duplicates  of 
vot''s  already  taken,  as  if  the  Ministers  had 
not  known  their  own  minds  when  they  put  tlie 
original  votes  down.  TluTe  are  points  to  wliich 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  because  ho  cannot  bo  supposed  to  know 
the  country  tlioroughly  ;  but  whore  ono  docs 
know  it  ho  is  able  to  chock  the  estimates. 
Witli  reference  to  the  estiniat"s  for  opening  up 
Cn^wn  lands  before  sale  honourable  members 
should  have  time  to  consider  the  various  items; 
because  it  seems  to  mo  that  there  arc  in  these 
ostimatos  votos  for  roads  in  settled  districts. 
I  Qi\\\  show  itrms  which  are  absolutely  out  of 
place,  and  which  the  honourable  member  has 
been  led  to  put  down  by  representations  that 
ouf;lit  not  to  have  been  made.  Some  of  these 
votes  have  been  put  upon  the  estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  brneiiting  settlers  —  mostly  lar^^e 
setLlrrs — who  di  si^rve  no  consideration  at  all  in 
tho  matter.  I  hope  that  we  shall  have  time 
to  consider  the>e  estimates.  I  have  just  looked 
cursorily  over  the  items,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  these  estimates  can  be  reduced  by  £30,000, 
and  ought  to  be  so  reduced. 

]\!otion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

IN   COMMITTKE. 

Class  I. — Legislativb  DErARTMr.NT. 
General  expenses,  £420. 
Ifr.  Joyce 


Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  for  an  explADaaaialtk 
item,  "Preparation  of  Indices  to  AppesScsft 
Journals  of  both  Honses  and  Despat chps,  £1  t6  * 

Sir  R.  STOUT  explained  thai  t^  ss 
which  appeared  on  these  estimates  voeps 
down  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Spes^L  & 
believed  that  the  work  had  been  deae  h 
officers  of  the  Houses.  The  GoTCzniQEB  lii 
simply  pat  the  amounts  down  becaos^ 
were  requested  to  do  so. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  moved.  That  the  ites  hi 
struck  out.  He  would  like  to  ask  ths  PcEsier 
also  what  was  the  explanation  of  the  ism. 
'•  PIxtra  assistance  to  Hansard,  £35.** 

Sir  R.  STOUT  understood  that  one  d  lb 
Hansard  staff  obtained  leave  of  absence,  oii:^ 
to  the  illness  of  his  wife.  Assistance  h&d  Is'as 
obtained,  and  the  cost  was  £35. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  exphunai  efi 
during  the  session  a  member  of  the  Esuasri 
staS  had  received  a  cable  message  froo  tib 
home,  stating  that  his  wife  was  dangercsxt 
ill,  and  that  he  should  return  at  once;  vL 
under  these  circumstances,  leave  of  absaet 
was  granted  to  him.  As  to  the  propaa«d  lete 
of  £150  for  preparing  Indiceis  to  the  Aprs- 
dices  to  the  Journals,  the  work  had  tt--s 
done  very  well  and  remarkably  cheap'r.  Is 
fact,  when  it  was  undertaken  he  thougb;  da: 
it  would  have  cost  double  that  amouitL  11* 
sum  of  £100  was  voted  last  year  on  accouasf 
this  work,  but  the  vote  lapsed  becaase  thi 
work  was  not  completed  before  the  ecdof  lia 
financial  year ;  but  there  had  been  so  niiKfe 
labour  in  connection  with  it  that  he  Uiocdis 
rii^'ht  to  ask  the  Premier  to  put  do\Mi  aneita 
M.l)0.  The  work  had  been  divided  bcfivtentw 
of  the  officers  of  the  House,  Mr.  Octersoaasi 
Mr,  Rutherford,  and  he  believed  they  had  £3e: 
the  work  in  a  satisfactorv  manner. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  what  period  tas» 
Appendices  covered. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  the  iBiScei 
to  the  Despatches  covered  a  period  o:  fesCT 
vears,  dating  from  the  arrival  of  the  2BJ 
Governor  in  the  colony  up  to  the  depirtoRi 
Governor  Gordon,  and  tho  Indices  to  the  Ap- 
pendices to  the  Journals  covered  the  ysxi 
extending  from  1854  to  last  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  in  that  eas<f  tb* 
House  might  verv  fairlv  pass  the  vote. 

:*.Ir.  HATCH  inquired  what  ^aIjlit  tie 
Hansard  reporters  received. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  that  tba 
Chief  Reporter  received  £(XX3,  and  the  otia 
reporters  £3(X)  a  year  each.  That  had  pc£E 
their  fixed  salary  for  many  years  past.  Ii»y 
had  received  no  increase,  nor  any  additioa  t: 
their  salaries  at  all,  except  occsisionally  wha 
there  happened  to  be  two  sessions  in  the  tbk. 
when  he  had  recommended  a  small  fecnia  3 
consideration  of  the  staff  being  occupiec  fi« 
work  practically  for  six  months,  and  that  b- 
commendation  the  House  had  always  ad£^!»2. 

Mr.  HATCH  inquired  whether  the  Ha«ac 
staff  were  required  to  work  during  the  parf* 
mentary  recess  for  the  Government  wittssx 
extra  remuneration. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  No.    Tbe» 
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langemcnt  made  was  that  tho  staff  should  be 
paid  so  much  for  their  work  during  the  session, 
bat  the  payment  was  spread  over  the  whole 
year  by  the  salaries  being  paid  monthly.  The 
members  of  the  staff  were,  of  course,  at  liberty 
to  accept  other  employment  during  the  recess, 
but  they  rarely  got  any  from  Government. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  that  the  sum  set 
down  for  preparing  an  address  to  the  Queen — 
£150 — was  rather  large. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  the  work  had 
been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  most  experienced 
man  who  could  be  found,  and  it  had  been  done 
remarkably  well.  The  ciddress  was  written  in 
she^ : «;,  and  there  were  also  sheets  attached  to 
it,  o]i  which  were  appended  the  signatures  of 
members  ;  and  the  whole  would  be  very  hand- 
somely bound  in  book-form,  the  covers  being 
inlaid  with  New  Zealand  wood  and  ornamented 
with  silver,  and  silver  clasps.  He  understood 
the  feeling  of  the  House  to  be  that  on  such 
an  auspicious  occasion  as  Her  ^lajesty  entering 
on  tho  jubilee  year  of  her  reign  the  address  sent 
Home  should  be  a  good  specimen  of  colonial 
art.  He  might  add  that  it  was  proposed  to 
obtain  lithographed  copies  of  the  address  and 
signatures  for  each  member.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  House  would  grudge  tho  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  he  would  like  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  reducing  the  vote  by  £150,  but 
he  must  say  he  could  not  see  why  officers  should 
be  paid  large  salaries  for  employment  simply 
during  the  session,  and,  whenever  any  extra 
work  was  required  of  them  during  the  recess, 
should  be  paid  extra  for  it.  The  country 
would  certainly  want  to  know  what  this  money 
was  paid  for.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  were 
receiving  £400  and  £500  a  year  for  working 
simply  during  the  session.  He  believed  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  employed  to  do 
this  work  was  in  receipt  of  £400  a  year. 

Sir  MAURICE  OllORKE  said  that  two 
clerks  had  been  engaged  on  the  work,  the  fixed 
salary  of  one  being  £250  per  annum. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  that,  even  supposing  that 
two  were  employed,  he  could  not  see  that  that 
was  any  reason  why  they  should  get  extra 
remuneration  for  this  work.  It  might  very 
fairly  be  included  in  their  ordinary  employ- 
ment. The  fact  was,  the  present  system  in 
regard  to  legislative  officers  was  thoroughly 
absurd  ;  and  it  should  be  known  to  the  House 
and  the  country  that  these  large  salaries  were 
being  paid  for  practically  about  sixty-five  days' 
work  :  in  fact,  they  were  paying  from  £5  to  £14 
per  diem  for  servicos.  Then,  they  found  that 
one  of  the  Harvard  ytaff,  who  simply  had  to 
work  during  the  session,  was  absent  from  his 
duties  during  part  of  the  session,  and  an  officer 
was  engaged  to  take  his  place,  and  had  to  be  paid 
at  the  expense  of  the  country.  If  the  House  did 
nothing  else  it  should  really  insist  that  any 
work  done  by  these  officers  at  any  time  of  the 
year  should  be  included  as  part  of  their  ordi- 
nary duties.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  he 
had  proposed  that  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Sir   MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  that  a  bar- 
^aiii  had  been  made  with  these  officers  to  do 


the  work,  and  they  had  done  it  for  about  a 
fourth  of  what  it  would  have  cost  to  be  done 
outside.  It  was  extremely  fortunate  that  they 
had  been  able  to  got  officers  in  the  employment 
of  the  department  to  do  this  work  for  so  small 
a  sum. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  that  the  Committee  was 
placed  at  a  great  disadvantage ;  but  what  had 
taken  place  showed  the  absurdity  of  the  whole 
system.  When  a  member  endeavoured  to 
effect  economy,  he  had  to  ask  the  House  to 
vote  against  Mr.  Speaker,  who  had  told  them 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made.  No 
member  could  do  that,  and  the  result  was  that 
no  economy  could  bo  effected  in  this  depart- 
ment. He  believed  that  the  expenditure  on 
the  Legislative  Department  was  reckless  and 
extravagant.  There  were  some  officers  of  the 
House  who  earned  every  shilling  they  got,  and 
there  were  many  others  who  certainly  did  not. 
He  asked  the  Government  to  endeavour  to- 
effect  some  change  in  this.  He  believed  it  was 
utterly  useless  to  attempt  to  do  so  so  long 
as  the  Speakers  were  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. He  very  much  grudged  voting  this 
extra  payment. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  the  honour- 
able  member  should  have  opposed  it  last  year. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  did  not  understand  that  the 
expenditure  had  been  incurred  on  a  vote  of  last 
year. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said  that  was  so. 
The  vote  was  merely  revived  this  year  as  it  had 
not  been  drawn  before  tho  end  of  the  year. 
The  vote  was,  as  he  hod  already  explained, 
increased  this  year  by  £50. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND  thought  that  no 
money  could  have  been  better  spent.  Tho 
work  was  of  immense  value,  and  he  was  sur- 
prised that  it  should  have  cost  so  little.  He 
was  as  keen  for  economy  as  any  member  of  the 
House,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  they  had  got 
very  good  value  for  their  money  in  this  case. 
As  to  the  Hansard  staff,  if  the  House  desired 
to  have  Hansard  ho  thought  they  should  not 
object  to  pay  for  it.  He  did  not  think  the 
members  of  that  staff  were  paid  too  much 
money  for  the  work  they  had  to  do.  The 
Hatisard  staff  was  not  as  strong  as  it  ought 
to  be — the  work  was  very  severe ;  and  if  they 
meant  to  have  Hansard  they  ought  not  to 
complain  of  its  cost. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  entirely  misunderstood  the  remarks  he 
had  made.  His  objection  was  that  it  came  as  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  him  that  this  amount  was 
the  result  of  an  arrangement  made  by  Mr. 
Speaker..  He  did  not  think  he  was  free  to  vote 
on  the  matter  at  all.  Honourable  gentlemen 
wished  to  make  it  appear  that  he  was  reflect- 
ing on  Mr.  Speaker ;  but  ho  did  not  desire  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  All  that  he  wished 
to  show  was  that,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Speaker  having  made  this  arrangement,  tho 
House  was  powerless  in  the  matter.  Ho  had 
no  desire  to  break  a  bargain  ^Ir.  Speaker  had 
made.  The  idea  of  questioning  the  value  of 
the  work  hod  never  entered  his  head,  but  he 
thought  that  such  work  should  be  done  by 
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oiliCi  r»  of  the  li*  [■  irLiii*  i.t  who  1  ul  r.oU.A.fi  to 
do  (i'2r:i.g  Uie  ^tc<.^a.     lU    Aouia  v%r.l<d*.iv«  h;5 

.wr.  H\Tl  i!  ni«-v.  .1.1  l.n:  tbv  ^»n'iii:,**K\tn\ 

Out.  H«'  ti.«»:^':.t  ij.il  wiiin  a  in^ii  fctU'tl 
a  Haiarv  f<»r  <»ii.v  a  f»"iLj'n  «»i  tii*-  >«ar  iu-  wa> 
n'>i  «-ntKl«il  to  t  !•  >.iiiif  o  r.-i  u  r.'i'  ii  nv  \\  ly 
of  l»*a\«*  of  ,ii»-»'  Uf(  .iH  w  r.;  l:.'*"*  \»i.'»  w ..••<• 
en:.  iu.\  tlir«'.;.i  •.*.  0  \<  ir.  If  a  j:- i.:  -ui  kn 
ni.i.i»'  It  A  C"ir..  .11' .j'i*  1. 1  C'»f  j«  1:  r-  !•  r  iw  j 
or  K.r.  c  111  .1.1..-  .!.?...»;  t...-  \..  .r,  .iil  i  4.\'  i 
rl-  \\h»r«*  f  r  Uh-  «  :  i  r  im:.«'.  t.iri.iM^  a  i:--*-^ 
«'ni.'r\.  ii«- iiM  ir  t  li..i  k  t.  c  ( i  v.  f'  Hm  :il  \»«  re 
j'l-  '  I  I  lit  al.-..\.i_'  I  .  .1  t  I  c  uv..i\  c.nu'j-iit 
pri.i'  I' J",  • -><.  !".,♦•  pr  i.r-.i  Ir  w.i-,  \\r  i,^, 
aTiot'-  'r  \.  r.'n;i»;i.t  \\.  1.  »!»■:.»:  \»i.  ii-^  in  *  „.l- 
tilI:...  iv  p.it:  1.^   (.ii    i!i. -I'  at'.o  a.t>» ;    tt!.'i    iu' 

n.  .,  ,.t  tj..  C'»  "itry  b  .i.  '  ctin.fj  ou  in  a  luorc 
bii-in'  ^*  ;i*>"  •»: .  .1- 

M".  J')^<  I.  .li;  it  v.i^  w.t'i  f.-.  li:.."^  of  in- 
tfn->-  piMi  tMv:  ii '  I.  .  1  f  -xt'i  t'.Jit  tri»'  t.  .-loiir- 
al'S"  III.  :Mh.  r  f.  r  I:.'..r<\i  .-il  \  .i<  -n  iii*  nn- 
p:-!.  ''.•t<'  in  i. 
8ta*T  f  T  no  . 
H.)  n  '  M  to  t; 
aihl  tl.<ir  ti  1.1 
I'li-niiM-r.  'I  '.: 
<!■  "trvi  \.  '1 1.1 
tl<  p-^  of  r.iitii 
soni"  iMoff  (• 
sir  iiiint;  at  a  '.i  .it 

Motion  t»)  -li:.» 

'^r.  IlArCII  w 
th.-.t  i:i,"(:.  It  : 
A^  i.-tai.t-,  L7.').  * 
sir:ici«  i.t:;.,  il  .  •. 

di  I  nt  t  tl.::/.  t»  it  ti  .-^  pMrt.c*-  uf  v.i|j,l(  nu  nt- 
in :  tl:«  ir  }-..'ni.  s  at  tlie  cnl  of  tlu-  s<ss:on 
filiciil  1  1)0  c«  ijtii.iml.  It  s(tnu<l  to  him  tliu 
iii:.itLr  roi'iir.  >!  sciiu;  explanation. 

Sir  MArilKK  irnollKE  said  it  was.  he 
th(.U'„lit,  hi  til  r  to  I.  v.aiii  ti.l^o  St  r\ant>  at  the 
CI. 11  of  the  ^L>>ion  tliun  to  iiicrea.se  their  wam'.s. 
Du.inj,'  Mune  sosums  it  h;ul  brcn  nt-ce^sarv  to 
get  rui  of  some  wIk  >e  *s»>rvices  \\t  ro  uii>ati>fac- 
tcry,  an'l  it  \\:is  c<.].>iilcn'.l  the  btttcr  s\:;t(.m 
to  give  the  nward  for  ^'(M-d  ^.Tvice  at  tlie  end 
of  tlie  se.'^^ion  than  to  iiicna.se  the  daily  pay 
throughout  the  ses.-^ion.  The  hours  during 
tlji->  be.-^sioii  had  lieen  \crv  k>ng — about  ciglitecn 
hours  daily  — and  the  c<<iuluet  of  the  officers 
saiihfactory.  They  had  to  he  out  in  all 
Weather,  ai^l  even  wIilu  indoors  they  had  to 
occupy  drafty  po.sitiuiis  in  tho  House  and 
lobbie.s.  When  the  seb.->ion  was  over  thev  liad 
to  go  in  que^t  of  work,  and  find  it  as  best  tliey 
could.  lie  \\a.s  sure  ho  nut  tlie  wu^hes  of  the 
House  when  he  a^kcd  the  PrLniier  to  put  the 
auMunt  on  the  (»stiinates. 

'Mr.  OCONOK  was  in  favour  of  the  item. 
He  considered  it  shameful  that  the  men  should 
have  to  work  sixteen  or  eighteen  hours  a  day, 
and  that  in  allowing  them  to  do  so  tho  Legis- 
lature was  setting  a  very  bad  example  to  the 
«ountr}'.  The  case  of  these  men  was  quite 
Mr,  O'Canor 


dif!(rcnt  from  the  ca«e  of  those  vbs  FRcsri 
annial  «a!arie«, 

V.te,  ti'JfJ,  agreed  to. 

rr-.^r*-^*  rejKfrtcd. 

TLo   House  a»:jocmei    ai   fajalf-pi*:  tKX 
o'clock  a.m- 
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FIRST  RFADINt^'. 
II,*il'.vavs    Autu'jrizatioii    ani   jIi:  \z 
D:;i. 

TIIIT.I)  RFAlHyOS. 
I*  x\\ V.  r.»  s    A " : ■  >r'zai :  -a    an i   M^n.!, 
ImiI.    j;:.i.wa\',   c  *  :.-trici.^n    and  i-a:. 
Lal/oii  ^»  .I'.-aiice  Bill. 


pnon:i!TY-TAX  bill 

T..I.  H  .1.  tne  Ai  TING-STrlAlir-^K  K- 
Ktunc'vi  that  he  had  ri-ctiveJ  the  :'•  ..-■»'^2: 
putv>t.  sit;niMl  by  ■-ovrr.d  ratnuk^r*  ci  it 
Council,  in  n  f •  n  iic.-»  to  tlie  Pr^pertT-tix  EiL 
with  a  r.  (ou-t  th;'.t  it  -s-i.^uld  betn'^er."  -fltt- 
Juumala  t  f  the  C -Mncl : — 

*'  V.  f,  the  un<'.rr-iipK«l  members  d  li? 
Lci:i-uitivu  Council  of  New  Zer.Lr.iJ,  ri'^.- 
fully  record  our  ]mtf-st  agAii:>t  llc  ri>''.^"- 
the  rroj>Lrty-tax  Bill,  for  tno  f  jilowicg  rea^^ 
*'  Tiiat  the  propo>al  containeil  in  tlw  'M^ 
section  of  the  Bill  to  intf^se  a  fine  cpcs 
certain  pel  sons  wiio  have  not,  danng  th^pKi 
tinancial  year,  p.'.id  a  tax  which  c..iiii  a^ 
h  gaily  be  claim*  d  from  them  is  UEjUii, «» 
altojtthfT  opposed  to  the  principles  upon  «!*» 
the  legislation  of  the  civilized  commuLUes fii 
the  world  is  based. 

"G.  Kand.\ll  Johnscs. 

*'  J.  Barton  A.  Acland. 

"  George  McLr.Aif. 

"  \Y.  B.  D.  MAN-TELLOofiiasai 

word  *  unjust/  inclusive i. 
'♦T.  Fraser. 
"  Saturday,  14th  August,  1886." 

RAILWAYS  AUTHORIZ.\TION'  A>'D 
MANAGEMENT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  move,  ThiCK 
Railways  Authorization  and  Management  Bi 
be  read  a  second  time.  In  doing  so  I  v<» 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  tbe  W 
that  the  discussion  on  the  chief  subject-nutii 
of  tlie  Bill  was  had  on  the  occasion  of  t^^^ 
Zealand  Loan  Bill  being  before  the  Coot 
There  is,  however,  an  important  pf°^°^J 
this  measure  to  which  it  is  necessary  I  ^^ 
direct  attention,  and  that  is  clause  4,  wbtf 
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makes  the  branch  railway  to  the  Oamaru 
Breakwater  subject  to  the  Public  Works  Act, 
and  vests  it  in  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  These 
are  the  features  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— This  railway 
from  Kaukapakapa  to  Omapcre  Lake,  known 
as  the  Helensville  Extension,  which  the  pre- 
sent Bill  authorizes  to  be  constructed,  is  going 
to  cost  the  colony  £715,000.  It  goes  along  a 
river,  and  also  up  a  mountain  1,700ft.  high. 
It  will  never  pay  anything  wliatover.  There 
are  55,000  acres  of  land  which  in  the  Nortli  is 
called  good  land,  but  which  in  the  South  we 
should  describe  as  very  indifferent  land  indeed, 
and  there  is  a  quantity  of  second-class  and 
third-class  land  as  well,  amounting  altogether 
to  280,000  acres.  And  for  this  we  are  to  make 
a  railway  to  cost  £715,000.  The  thing  is  mon- 
strous. How  can  any  sane  man  entertain  such 
a  proposal  ?  I  move.  That  the  Bill  bo  read  the 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 

The   Hon.   Mr.   HOLMES. —  I   second    the 
amendment.      The  Committee   to   whom   was 
referred  the  Loan  Bill  had  before  tlicm  a  num- 
ber of  the  officers   belonging  to  the  llailway 
Department.     These    gentlemen    wore    inter- 
rogated as   to,  the   reasons    tliat  induced  the 
Government  to  undertake  such   a  railway  as 
this.     First  of  all  it  was   explained  that  the 
quantity  of  the  tolerably-good  land  which  the 
railway  would  serve  amounted  to  62,100  acres. 
3Iuch  of  that  land  was  bush  land,  and  would 
take  double  or  treble  its  value  to  make  it  fit 
for  cultivation.      Another   circunislanco   con- 
nected with  it  was  that  the  largest  proportion 
•of  the   land  in  the  locality,  c-;pfciaily  to  the 
west  and  north-west,  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Maoris.     The   open   land  —  in   the   Sontli  wc 
look  upon  open  land  as  valuable — was  the  very 
poorest  of  poor  land.    It  is  described  as  covered 
with  tea-tree,  and  as  the  neighbour! mod  where 
the  gum-digging  is  carried  on.      That  is   the 
quality  of  the  country.     But,  in  addition  to 
that,   there  is  scarcely  any  sottlemt  nt  there. 
The  only  parties  in  the  locality  arc  those  con- 
nected with  this  gum-digging.     On  looking  at 
the  map  of  the  locality  I  was  scruck  by  the 
extraordinary  water -facilities    there   were  in 
that   district.     Except  in  some  of  the  great- 
lake  districts  of  North  America,  I  never  saw  a 
locality  so  well  supplied  with  water-facilities. 
I  should  say,  from  appearances,   there   were 
about  two  hundred  miles  of  water-carriage 
aroTind  the  harbour.     I  should  imagine  that, 
if   there  was  a  locality  in  the  whole  colony 
which  did  not  require  a  railway,  then  this  was 
it,    because  it  is  so  well  served  with  water- 
privileges.    I  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
warrant  whatever   for  making   a   railway  in 
that  locality  at  the  present  time.     It  is  a  mere 
waste  of  money.    The  mere  fact  of  there  being 
DO  population  there  is  sufficient  reason  why 
the  railway  should  not  be  made.     I  consider  it 
a  wilful  waste  of  public  money  to  extend  the 
railway  to  such  a  locality.     I  had  intended  to 
Bpeak  on  several  other  of  the  lines  that  came 
before  the  Committee  to  which  I  have  alluded  ; 
bnt  they  are  not  before  us  at  present.    I  will 
bherefore  confine  myself  to  entering  a  protest 


against  the  formation  of  this  line,  knowing  that 
it  would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  would 
not  pay  even  the  smallest  rate  of  interest  that 
could  be  imagined  for  years  to  come. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD.  — I  trust  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  will  not  press  his  amend- 
ment, because  his  objection,  however  weighty 
the  matter  that  it  refers  to,  is  in  the  strictest 
sense  a  Committee  objection.  There  is  one 
portion  of  the  Bill — that  referring  to  the  small 
line  to  the  Oamaru  Breakwater  —  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  approve  of. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD.— It  is  simply 
the  2ud  and  Srd  clauses,  taking  them  in  the 
technical  sense,  to  which  he  objects.  No  doubt 
they  are  of  great  importance,  involving  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  very  large  sum  of  money ;  but 
I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  see  that 
the  proper  time  to  make  his  objections  is  when 
the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  when  he  can  move 
to  strike  these  clauses  out.  And  I  believe  if  lie 
does  so  he  will  have  a  very  large  support  in  this 
Council — possibly  he  may  carry  such  a  motion ; 
I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  unlikely.  But  I 
trust  he  will  not  press  his  present  amendment, 
because  if  that  is  carried  it  will  undoubtedly 
get  rid  of  a  portion  of  the  Bill  that  we  all  deem 
to  be  necessary,  or,  at  all  events,  very  desirable. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER. — I  may  say,  in 
reference  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  said,  the  fact  is  that,  if  the  amendment  is 
carried,  the  small  line  will  be  swallowed  up  by 
the  greater  one  ;  and  I  have  therefore  no  objec- 
tion to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— I  can  say 
that  I  have  no  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  this 
Bill;  but  I  must  confess  that  wo  have  now 
before  us  an  exhibition  similar  to  that  which 
was  witnessed  last  night  in  another  plaeo — a 
display  of  the  jealousy  of  one  portion  uf  the 
colony  as  against  another. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  would  ciJl  at- 
tention to  what  tlie  honourable  member  has 
just;  said.  I  think  it  is  very  wrong  for  an 
honourable  member  to  reflect  in  any  way  on 
anything  that  has  occurred  in  another  branch 
of  the  Legislatiuo.  He  says  there  is  jealousy 
between  one  portion  of  the  colony  and  another. 
The  friendly  relations  which  exist  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature  I  am  sure  are 
not  going  to  be  interfered  with  by  any  observa- 
tions which  have  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER.  —  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  in  order  in  allud- 
ing to  what  took  place  in  another  branch  of 
the  Legislature. 

The  Hon. Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— I  said  "in 
another  place :  "  it  might  have  been  at  Tim- 
buctoo.  It  is  very  inconsistent  of  honourable 
gentlemen  to  oppose  this  Bill,  and  to  run  down 
the  character  of  country  whicli  they  know  very 
little  about.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
stated  that  the  land  is  of  the  poorest  descrip- 
tion, and  that  it  will  grow  nothing  at  all  ; 
whereas  it  is  quite  the  contrary.  There  are 
some  portions  of  the  country  north  of  Auck- 
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latul  of  tlio  wry  richest  description,  and  that 
will  grow  aiivthmj?  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  the 
countrv  is  wrll  tinil>ena.  That  of  itself  would 
employ  a  railway  for  a  generation,  probably. 
The  country  nqu  ins  cither  roada  or  railroads. 
It  has  not,  nor  is  it  hkelv  to  have,  roods.  It  is 
trno  there  in  a  harbour  running  a  long  way 
inland,  but  fr-.'-i  ith  position  it  is  of  no  prac- 
tical use  to  a  1m-  v  p.rtum  of  tho  district.  The 
harbc  Tir  is  »  n  tin-  wr^t  coast,  and  it  is  of 
no  practical  ;u.»  to  that  jMMtion  of  the  land 
lying  betwt  e.j  it  and  the  e.i<t  c<»ast ;  and  that 
district  varus  from  tweutv  to  hitv  miles  in 
width.  Then*  havo  hem  iij:in  y  setthrs  in  that 
part  of  the  countrv  for  n-any  yrar^  past,  and 
they  have  nevt-r  l»ctn  uhle  to  pro«;ptr  because  of 
tlie  want  of  C(.inur«i!iitati.)n  wiili  ni.iikets.  In 
otner]varts  of  tlie  e(il(»uv  facilities  are  given  to 
till*  sri'.iers  to  take  their  produce  to  umrkct. 
Thep"  IS  no  lik.  Iiluod  of  n^ids  l»  incj  made 
in  this  (i;vtiirt;  tli.p'fore  it  is  d(  irahlc  that 
rah.s'vls  yji>vl,l  l>i.  madf.  I  am  not  here  to 
jyl\'«Mt.e  t!'.'-  ^iirtiur  ext.nsion  i,i  lailroads,  or 
fuither  boii  >\;\\i'i\  hut  1  rt.-  •  to  >p.ak  in  orJer 
to  >'i  vv  th.a  an  injustice  will  b^*  done  if  this 
ex])<  n  hture  on  a  raih't  id  is  not  M  bo  m.ele 
b((M'-e  of  th<-  n:giiuu-:its  wliu  h  have  Ix  eu 
u>«  1  Ipv  8fVi-i,il  }ion.MUji.i.le  m-i.ili.-rs  t.)  t}:e 
elT<«"f  that  there  is  two  huuir-  d  niil.-.-i  of  v.ai.-r- 
C(.iut:i  miciliv  n,  an  1  th  it  eon -ecpiLUtly  n.irher 
roa!,  nor  railiMjj.'s  are  required.  h,>t  us  l(»ok 
at  til"  So  lib.  1  iiei"  is  a  railroa«l  tliere  which 
ruii>  1  r  two  Inni'i'td  miles  alou't  tlio  sea  eon >t 
and  within  r  -t-m 's-thiow  of  tiie  sea.  S) 
that  t  ho  h  Mi<.!U-''hle  '.'I'litl-  mau's  a.<^ninent  f-ill^, 
t'litiP  ]y.  'i  ;;  •  ri'iicii  of  tlie  li"Uojj;ih!e  gi  iU!e- 
mau  i-  in''f»a-i-t..iit,  umi  I  -uu  sen\  to  see  such 
R'^.iirit  of  (  '-p-  -itioii  -prtijr  ;>p  in  thi^  caso. 

Tlh-  Hon.  Mr.  MIL!  \A\..-[  f  m  extnin.  Iv 
Horrv  tliat  t'..'  II. )n.  :.'r.  Chnjjihi  rlin  shouM 
have  male  t'-r  !■  iii.i  k^  wi'i.ii  lie  di  1,  aihl  I 
think  th  -v  e:»!;;i<  t  h.-  to«i  iiiueh  di  preeati'u.  1 
am  sur-  t!i<-  i\n.:..  i),  a^  a  ('.>iiu«-il,  is  not  liable 
to  tin-  ehar^'e  of  the  horiounrhh-  g.-ntlenan.  I 
believe  the  C'MUueil  roaliy  Cum  ;  c.jisider,  bifo  e 
inntliincj  e]>-".  wlun  thc^"  puhlio  works  ave 
diNcu-^^.'  1,  wli  ••cli.-r  till  V  will  hr  (.f  n  lvanta\e  to 
the  col.  uy  or  r.ot,  witlu-at  r< •[•.•!•. '.loe  to  any 
partieol.-r  loe  ilit\.  If  tin  i.'  is  one  thinjr  more 
than  u  .oilier  which  tlie  CouTi.il  is  not  Ruiltv 
of  it  is  tiiat  n:\rrow,  fiolidi,  pettv  loc;'l  fe»'linf: 
whieh,  1:1  do'iijt,  does  oht.'.'u  r.itl:..r  too  nuioh 
in  N\  ;v  Zealai.d.  I  should  li.ce  to  ask  the 
'ihnx.  til,.  Colonial  S^'-ntu-v  what  harm  v.  ill  b.- 
do::<'  t-'  <Kir  Oamaru  line  if  this  J '.ill  is  tin-own 
out.  This  bit  of  line  r«t  Oam.iru  has  b.^-n 
pun-hast'd  by  th^  (i')Viniment,  aud  has  been 
worked  by  tho  ( love  niiuciru  for  a  lonjr  time  ; 
and  I  do  not  suppose  tiie  sli.uhle.-t  liarm  \\ill  be 
d(uie  if  this  liill  is  not  jmss^  d.  I  should  like  to 
know  that,  bcc-.iu^e  it  si'emstonie  that  nothing 
very  s.  rious  will  ha}>pen  if  the  Bill  is  thrown 
out.  With  rcLrard  to  the  other  part  of  the 
Bill.  T  underst.'uul  tlu'.t  the  Hon.  Sir  P'redorick 
"Whit.iker  laid  <lown  th*-  prineipio  the  other 
dny  that  we  onglit  to  make  car.  fiil  inquiry  into 
the  circum.staueesconneetid  with  these  various 
line-.,  and  a^''«  rtain  whelhrr  tlp-y  are  likely 
to  pay,  and  all  tlie  rest  of  it,  before  wc  pass  a 
Hon.  Mr.  Cimmbcrlin 


Bill  of  this  kind.  We  know  vexy  litue  ibt 
this  line  to  Omapere.  We  had  itineridoi 
before  the  Committee  the  other  day  tbfil 
would  cost  about  £'715,000 ;  that  it  woulilgB,! 
think,  practically  through  kaoii  forest:  mi 
tlu-re  was  an  estimate  given  of  the  suite 
of  million  feet  of  kauri  timber  which  the  Sa 
would  bring  down.  Practically,  that  wii  if 
little  u.se  to  U3,  because  it  gave  us  no  ^ 
wh'ther  tlio  line  is  likely  to  pay  or  not  lU 
po<sihle  tliat  it  may  at  some  future  tiiae  lei 
verv  valuable  line,  and  I  dare  say  ther^iisBBi 
vjood  lajid  there,  for  it  is  not  likely  this  o!f 
that  ext'Uit  of  country  there  .-.hould  not  be^sBl 
laud  :  hut,  so  far  as  I  could  gather  froatk 
cvid«'  ico,  there  is  nothing  to  make  the  lip£  jw 
but  the  kauri  timher.  1  do  not  know  wwaa 
tf'e  line  is  likely  to  pay  from  that  oilt.  I 
think,  b.fore  wc  are  asked  to  give  assent  tci 
Hill  of  tiiis  kind  we  should  have  somefintfcff 
infonu'ition  on  the  subject;  otherwise  I ttiii 
that  tlie  Couneil  will  be  stultifying  itstlfaar 
i.r.vin,'  laid  down  the  principle  which  eTerrbo*! 
r'-.Cv.'^Mi.Zv-d  as  one  by  which  we  ou^ri  tc  bi 
gii'ied  in  future.  Having  said  that,  I  «3 
listen  to  what  the  Government  have  to  saj. 

The  lion.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.- 1  dai 
h«»ivv:r.\hi'j  members  to  a  certain  extent  n* 
un.h  r^xiil  tlic  objjct  of  this  Bill    NodocX 
it  i«>  t</  ii'-.tiiorize  tlio  conBtnictiou  of  a  r«I«». 
at  some  limo  or  another,  to  the  p&rticulirplw 
mentii-*!!'  d  :  but  it  does  not  follow  tn&tthe«& 
struction  i-;  to  take  place  in  any  limite'i  BJ^ 
The  vctt:  of  the  money  for  the  constrectioicf 
t)ie  r.iilv.nv  will  have  to  follow  afierwardi.  J 
w\s  ^l;own  to  US  distinctly  thftt  there  is  &  rat 
I'M-.^e  a;-.  <;  of  the  most  vaUiablo  timber  n  tie 
col'uv   in    this   di:*trict;    thai  th-.  re  are  wit 
manv--I   forgft  how  many  —  million  f«!  d 
kauri  ti  nber  which  this  line  would  op\'S  n?, 
nud  it  v»ns,  no  doubt,  to  a  very  large  ccp 
with  ti»e  ol>j.  et  of  bringing  that  to  tiie  naff* 
tiiai  t'.i'>  liuf^  is  pr(»posed  to  be constmctf i :  bet 
that  v.- IS  lint  tiiti  only  ohject.    Beforf  1 1«™ 
ciiat   p.  ii.t  I  \sish  to  point  out  that  re  law 
alnM.iiv  p  ■-  ed  votes  for  several  railway? i the 
Soulli  v.!  u'h  run  .simply  to  timber-fore-: j. tti 
w(;  hi"'  iio  e.vidi  nco  to  show  that  any  of  ibf^ 
foiosts  vf>iild  yield  a  tenth  part  of  theT»lD»K« 
timhor  w.:ich  is  to  be  obtained  from  this  pir* 
tieuKir  <!"trict;    but  those  lines  happen^  to 
b"  ]ia^-;.  1  at  some  earlier  period,  and  iKrdcft 
tlu;  qr..  ^".on  of  authorization  did  not  csme 5? 
T h i >  <  i  i  . :  i .  t  i  s  verv  favourable  for  fruit-gro«iK. 
It  i-  n  di>trict  within  which  tlio  Govenanjai 
have    hi  hire    them  proposals  for  o;^>oEiiif  )9  ; 
ex]>.  rinu  j>tal  farms  for  giving  an  oppoitcni?  | 
to'th.e  p.onle  of  the  district  to  learn  the  ccl-  ! 
ture  of  .>.u('h  fruits  as  are  suited  to  that*KS 
elim.it.\     The  district,   I  know,  has  beeai^' 
habitol  for  many  years,  and  I  knowthftts* 
great  reason  why  it  has  not  gone  ahead  is  i* 
utter  impossibilitv  of  getting  any  produ» » 
market.     In  1867' I  went  to  that  district,  aji 
one  «li\v  as  I  was  walkuig  through  thecoaaSJ 
I  nut  a  Settler  who,  in  conversatiornndiW 
mentio!i"d  that  he  had  come  from  thfiVcias 
States;  tiiat  bo  had  been  induced  to  coo* ^f 
an  offer  which  he  had  seen  in  an  advenisaa** 
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he  papers.  I  asked  him  regarding  his  posi- 
..  He  said,  "  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of 
espect  of  the  land — the  land  is  good  enough  ; 

I  cannot  possibly  get  any  of  my  produce  to 
rket."  He  had  brought  with  him  sufficient 
ley  to  place  a  few  head  of  stock  on  the  land 
i  enable  him  to  keep  his  family  in  the  neces- 
les  of  life  until  he  could  get  a  crop.  He 
1  his  crops  were  remarkably  good,  and  that 

cattle  had  done  well,  but  he  could  get 
hing  to  market,  and  that  his  money  was 
Qg  exhausted.  A  few  months  after  I  saw 
1  the  man  packed  up  his  things  and  went 
ik  to  the  States  ;  and  that  was  the  case  with 
reat  number  of  those  who  had  lived  in  that 
trict.  It  is  said  there  is  a  fine  water-sys- 
a  there.  I  acknowledge  it  is  so  in  certain 
rfcs;  but  the  line  that  this  railway  would  take 
aid  only  strike  the  river  high  up,  and  if 
wis  were  to  be  sent  down  the  river  it  would 
'olve  about  a  hundred  miles  of  carriage  more 
in  if  the  goods  went  by  rail  through  the 
intry.  The  river  is  very  winding  and  is  diffi- 
It  to  deal  with  for  small  craft.  It  is  a  very 
:ge  river,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is 
ry  great.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  is  a 
ry  dangerous  one ;  I  myself  very  nearly  lost 
f  life  there.  Again,  the  harbour  is  full  of 
ad-banks,  so  that,  in  the  existing  state  of 
ings,  the  navigation  is  not  easy,  and  I  feel 
tisfied  that  the  expense  of  sending  goods  by 
at  way  would  destroy  all  profit.  However,  I 
t  not  think  I  need  say  more  on  that  point. 
or  do  I  want  to  say  anything  more  with  re- 
ad to  the  more  northern  portion  of  this  lino, 
»ause  I  myself  do  not  suppose  that  that  ex- 
nsion  will  be  carried  on  for  many  years.  The 
ason  for  this  Bill  now  coming  before  us  is 
lis :  Parliament  has  already  authorized  the 
mstruction  of  the  railway  to  a  place  called 
aokapakapa.  The  Government  now  propose 
>  carry  it  four  miles  beyond  that  point ;  but 
ley  cannot  do  that  unless  this  further  autho- 
zation  is  made.  As  far  as  I  understand  it, 
lis  is  in  a  district  that  is  already  settled,  and 

is  by  no  means  a  bad  district.  It  is  a  dis- 
ict  of  small  holdings — there  are  no  largo  runs, 
ttd  so  on,  there.  There  i.s  nothing  of  that 
escription  to  be  assisted  by  the  lino.  The 
ittlers  sure  all  small  dairj'-farmers,  and  keep  a 
)w  sheep  and  cattle  and  other  things.  Some 
I  these  persons  have  been  here  many  years, 
tniggling  on.  They  have  got  their  comfort- 
ble  homesteads.  They  are  certainly  not 
realthy,  because  they  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
nnity  of  carrying  their  produce  to  market.  If 
his  railway  is  made  so  far  it  will  open  up  that 
istrict  to  a  large  extent.  ^Ir.  Knorpp,  engi- 
neer, in  his  evidence,  stated  that  the  laud  is 
I  Tory  fair  quality,  and  some  of  it  very  good. 
Jkere  is  a  large  tract  of  very  valuable  timber, 
fid  the  district  is  likely  to  become  a  great 
Wit-growing  one.  And,  besides  that— and  this 
I  much  more  immediately  to  the  present 
!wnt— there  is  the  Albertland  Settlement, 
raich  would  be  tapped  by  the  extension  as 
Jp»  proposed  to  be  authorized.  In  authorizing 
""«  railway,  my  own  opinion  is  that  there 
(roald  be  no  fear  of  the  line  being  carried 


beyond  that  district  for  very  many  years.  I 
believe,  however,  the  district  is  one  of  much 
more  importance  than  honourable  members 
think. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  we  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  we  spend  our  money  in 
assisting  people  to  go  to  isolated  places.  It 
has  been  said  that  we  have  sanctioned  the 
construction  of  railway-lines  to  timber-country 
in  the  South.  We  have  sanctioned  those  lines» 
and  it  cannot  be  helped  now.  I  think  it  is  a 
mistake  to  open  up  railways  simply  to  good 
timber-forests.  I  think  there  is  no  oetter  stock 
that  the  country  can  keep  than  some  of  these 
waste  lands  with  fine  timber  on  them.  We 
are  not  doing  justice  to  those  who  come  after 
us  if  we  do  not  preserve  these  forests.  I  am. 
certain  that  in  future  years  this  timber  will 
become  much  more  valuable  than  it  is  at 
present.  Timber  is  being  wasted  very  much 
at  the  present  time.  I  may  say  that  I  was  one 
of  those  who  voted  for  the  Midland  Railway 
being  made  under  the  present  conditions ;  but 
I  would  never  have  voted  for  that  line  if  it  had 
to  be  made  out  of  Government  money.  My 
opinion  is  that  this  line  should  be  constructed 
by  a  syndicate.  If  we  defer  construction  of 
the  line  long  enough  the  chances  are  that  we 
shall  find  people  who  will  come  forward  and 
construct  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— As  Chair- 
man  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  Loan  Bill,  perhaps  I  may  say  a  few  words 
on  this  subject.  Probably  a  good  deal  has 
been  said  on  one  side  and  on  the  other  under  a 
mistake.  I  think  the  general  opinion  will  be 
that  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Knorpp  on  this  lino 
should  bo  read.  I  would  first  say  this:  that 
I  am  not  expressing  an  opinion  one  way  or 
the  other  at  present  as  to  the  making  of  the 
railway.  This  railway  commences  at  Auck- 
land, and  is  completed  for  between  thirty 
and  forty  miles,  and  I  believe  that  tlie  part 
which  is  completed  is  the  best-paying  railway 
in  New  Zealand  at  the  presGnt  time.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  line  pays  7  por  cent.  It  is 
authorized  for  four  miles  farther  than  it  is  con- 
structed, and  the  vote  for  the  railway  is  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  it  for  some  dis- 
tance  further  than  the  line  is  authorized.  It 
opens  up  communication  with  Auckland.  The 
Coramittcc  examined  Mr.  Knorpp  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  will  read  that  gfintlenian's  evidence, 
because  it  will  save  any  further  discussion  on 
several  points.  One  honourable  gentleman 
says  the  land  is  good,  and  another  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  the  land  is  not  good.  We 
have  a  good  authority  in  Mr.  Knorpp,  who  tells 
us  what  is  the  condition  of  the  land  and  the 
state  of  the  forests.  I  read  from  Mr.  Knorpp'a 
evidence  as  follows : — 

"  The  Chairman.]  What  is  your  office  ? — I 
am  Inspecting  Engineer  to  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

*'  Were  you  ever  employed  in  going  over  the 
line  from  Helensville  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  ? — 
Yes ;  I  have  been  several  times,  in  different 
years,  sent  up  to  make  a  preliminar}-  report — 
an  investigation  of  the  coimtry. 
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"  Did  you  make  reports  in  writing  ? — ^Yes ; 
they  are  all  printed  in  the  parliamentary 
papers. 

"Is  it  a  difficult  or  an  easy  lino? — Some 
parts  are  easy  and  others  difficult :  it  would  be 
about  an  average  line. 

"  What  sort  of  country  docs  it  pass  through  ? 
— The  country*  varies  very  mucli :  some  of  it  is 
first-class — as  good  as  any  land  in  the  country — 
and  some  of  it  is  i>oor  Innd.  It  passes  tlirou«;h 
utvoral  gumlields  and  through  a  good  deal  of 
forest.  I  have  a  map  h«  rt^  showing  tiic  pro- 
poard  routo,  and  also  the  dilTcrent  kinds  of  land 
thri'Ugh  wliicli  the  line  passes.  '  Kxphiins 
mai).  You  will  lin<l  it  ht.itcd  in  the  rc}>orts 
that  botwt'j-n  Maun^'akaranu'a  and  Onia;>ere 
till  r<>  arc  supposed  to  be  .:.;(»,( KK).(>(X»ft.  of  kauri, 
2(),(!U),(H'0ft.  (if  tolara,  and  li,(^l)i).(K/)ft.  of  pu- 
riii  :  10(),(;<K)/(H)ft.  of  the  kauri  is  on  Crown 
lar.d<.  and  KK).!^^).^)^!!.  on  land  in  priNUto 
hands  and  on  lands  bclungiinr  to  the  Nativts. 

*•  Kroni  the  reports  of  the  Crown  Lands 
OnU'o  wo  iind  that  there  are  f'.T.'JlO  acres  of 
fir>t-cla^s  Crown  land  ?— 'Ihut  will  ho  good  agri- 
cultural laud — s<Miie  of  it  as  good  as  any  in 
Hawke's  liay  r)r  Canterbury  ;  sunie  of  it  is  open 
and  some  timbered.  Tliert  are  l.^ii.iiDti  acres 
of  .second-cla>s  and  o'J,-l47  acres  jf  ihird-claos 
land. 

"  riu're  is  authority  f(U"  the  line  as  far  as 
Kaukapakapa? — 'iljt  re  i.s  authority  fur  that  on 
th«'  e.stiUiateh. 

"  Hut  no  authority  fer  the  rLiiuiiiiirg  )iortion 
of  t\\o  line  ? — 1  dt)  not  know  about  tliat.' 

That  was  all  the  evidruce  tak.  n  on  that 
subj- ct — as  to  the  discription  of  the  land  this 
railway  would  go  thrini;,li. 

Thirilon.  Mr.  l^UCKLJ'A'.  — In  the  first 
place.  I  wish  to  express  my  entire  disappro- 
bation of  the  clcnunt  winch  the?  Hon.  ^Ir. 
<.'.hanil>erlin  has  attempted  to  intr"HUico  into 
this  debate — namely,  tlK'  notion  that  there  is 
jcalou-y  between  the  North  and  the  South 
with  regard  to  tiio  construction  of  railways. 
It  cannot  for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  the 
North  has  any  jealousy  with  regard  to  the 
Soutli,  becauso  recently  we  passed  cv('rv  mea- 
«ure  which  aflectcd  the  South  Island  without  a 
iingle  expression  of  ojiinion  in  any  way  what- 
ever. I  am  quite  sure  that  the  South  will  be 
equally  generous  to  the  Kortii,  and  will  allow 
this  uuasurc  to  be  passed  if  it  is  worth  being 
passed  by  the  Council.  We  have  been  informed 
on  more  than  one  occasion  hero  that  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  party  feeling  in  the  Council, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  such  feeling  has 
ever  been  or  will  be  shown  here.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  INIiller  said  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  had  laid  down  a  principle.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  honourable  gcntlcmmi  must  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  way  in  which  iiis  name 
is  bandied  about  in  this  Council  as  being  an 
authority  on  this  subject  and  on  that.  IIow- 
ever,  we  arc  informed  that  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker  has  laid  down  a  principle. 
I  am  not  aware  that  ho  has  laid  down  any 
principle.  The  Council  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciple referred  to.  W'hen  the  Public  Works  Act 
•of  1882  was  under  consideration  Parliament 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


laid  down  the  principle  that  no  nilmy  Ae: 
be  constructed  except  by  aathonty  of  &  span  | 
Act.  We  are  asking  nothing  more  in  t}iMfi£ 
than  the  authority  to  construct  a  zaiiY»j.  li 
cannot  construct  the  railway  unless  ws  kx 
the  money.  E  very  sixpence  of  that  mtoi^  i£ 
have  to  be  passed  by  Parliament;  but  beiis 
any  expenditure  can  take  place  vie  mcsiun 
an  Authorizatio!!  Act.  The  3rd  clame  d.  ;ia 
Bill  makes  this  a.  special  authorization  d  lk 
construction  of  this  line.  Without  an  Act  i 
this  character  it  is  impossible  to  coBSCLn 
a  single  mile  of  that  railway.  InmoTia^ac 
second  reading  of  the  Ix)an  Bill,  I  cailei  as 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the*  fac:  thai  hi 
the  lines  mentioned  in  the  schedule  had  ta^ 
authorized  with  the  exception  of  the  Etl^r- 
ville  lino.  However,  that  statement  did  m 
appear  to  satisfy  honourable  members ;  &d  i 
Committee  was  appointed.  That  Comitiittt 
found  my  statement  absolutely  correct  Wt 
arc  now  asking  simply  for  the  authariza&nrf 
the  construction  of  this  line.  It  is  not ;:  bt 
supi>osed  that  we  shall  construct  thisiia-jat 
whole  way  and  exjiend  the  money  all  alcaa. 
That  will  be  impos.sible.  We  shall  go  cnsiva:- 
iriK  as  our  means  will  allow  us.  If  it  i*  ^ 
consi«k'red  a  good  line  Parliament  will  u^ 
vote  the  money.  We  are  merely  asking  ic-r  *i« 
authority,  and  nothing  more.  I  hope  the  Coe- 
cil  will  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  tira- 
Bcfore  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  sav,  in  rtsr 
ence  to  the  point  raised  by  the  Hon.  3Ir.Miil'J 
that  the  Ciovernment  have  purchased  tbc  hsd 
and  have  paid  for  the  property,  and  ilicii^  '->  s: 
title  to  it :  therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  in  tbs* 
circumstances  a  hundred  and  one  tbinp  n*! 
be  done  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "T^ 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time," 


Ayes,  18. 

Acland 

Grace 

Robinscn 

Barnicoat 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  Shephard 

Bathgate 

ManteU 

Swanson 

Buckley 

Martin 

Waikei 

Chamberlin 

JIcLean 

Whitakti 

Dignan 

Reeves 
Noes,  8. 

Wigley. 

Fraser 

driller 

Taiaroft 

Holmes 

Peacock 

Wilson. 

Lahmann 

Shrimski 

Majority  for,  10. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Schedule. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  moved,  That  tiewtf 
"  to  the  Omapere  Lake  "  be  omitted,  with  i» 
view  of  inserting  the  following  words:  *"* 
extension  for  five  miles." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnesc* 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted sJ8» 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Bathgate 
Buckley 


Ates,  5. 
Reeves 
Swanson 


Whitaker. 
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Noes,  20. 
and  Johnson,  G.  R.  Robinson 

micoat  Kenny  Shrimski 

unborlin       Lahmann  Taiaroa 

p[uui  Mantcll  Walker 

iseu  Martin  Wigley 

\CG  McLean  Wilson. 

Imes  Peacock 

Paib. 
For.  Agahist. 

Williams.  Shephard. 

Majority  against,  15. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— In  moving  the 
send  reading  of  the  Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill,  I 
ed  scarcely  inform  the  Council  that  it  is 
Bill  which  has  been  introduced  at  tho  in- 
fcncc  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
Parliament  which  sat  for  a  long  time  during 
e  present  session  for  tho  purpose  of  en- 
avouTing  to  devise  means  for  the  abatement 
what  is  known  as  the  "rabbit-pest."  The 
ill  is  divided  into  three  parts :  the  First  Part 
ovides  further  authority  for  the  destruction 
rabbits,  and  is  inserted  because  tho  de- 
brtment  con.siclers  it  necessary  for  its  own 
oteotion;  the  Second  Part  relates  to  the 
'cyention  of  the  spread  of  rabbits;  and  the 
hiid  Part  is  of  an  administrative  character. 
n\h  regard  to  the  First  Part,  perhaps  the 
Duncil  will  allow  me  to  make  a  short  oxpla- 
iktion.  Under  clause  33  of  tho  Sheep  Act  of 
J78  power  is  given  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
le  district  where  a  run  has  been  abandoned 
>  enter  apon  the  run  for  the  purposes  of 
leaning  the  sheep.  In  doing  this  the  officer 
hR  to  expend  money  in  destroying  rabbits,  and 
nis  Bill  enables  the  expenses  to  be  charged 
gainst  the  owner  of  the  run.  Possession  was 
hken  of  some  runs  in  the  Kaikouras  a  short 
ime  ago  for  this  purpose.  Immediately  after- 
rards  application  was  made  to  the  Government 
bat  they  should  also  enter  upon  deserted  runs 
yt  the  purpose  of  ridding  them  of  rabbits. 
Vhile  the  Government  were  certain  that  they 
ad  tho  power  to  enter  upon  such  runs  for 
be  purpose  of  cleaning  flocks,  I  was  doubt- 
al  whether  we  had  the  power  at  the  same 
ime  to  interfere  with  the  rabbits.  The 
UU  also  provides  that  the  Inspectors  shall 
;ive  notice  to  owners  with  a  view  to  simul- 
aneous  poisoning  throughout  the  districts. 
t  has  been  observed  that  there  has  hitherto 
wen  a  display  of  leniency  on  the  part  of  ^lagis- 
rates  in  imposing  fines  on  those  who  fail,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Inspectors,  to  take  reasonable 
iteps  to  clean  their  holdings.  We  propose  to 
ncrease  the  fine  from  £20  to  £100,  at  the  same 
ame  giving  the  parties  tho  right  to  appeal. 
tt  is  questionable  whether,  under  the  existing 
^t,  there  was  any  right  to  appeal.  In  my 
ipinion  there  was  not.  The  matter  was  left  in 
«e  discretion  of  the  Inspector.  With  regard 
^  the  second  portion  of  tho  Bill,  I  may  explain 
^18  ia  to  constitute  districts,  so  that  persons 


belonging  to  those  districts  may  have  what  is 
called  local  self-government  in  connection  w^ith 
the  extermination  of  the  pest.  It  is  proposed 
that  Boards  of  Trustees  shall  be  appointed,  that 
a  roll  of  stockowncrs  shall  be  taken,  and  that 
the  Boards  shall  have  the  authority  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Rabbit  Act 
within  their  jurisdiction  as  soon  as  the  Act 
comes  into  foroc  in  those  districts.  Powers  of. 
a  satisfactory  character  with  regard  to  fencing 
are  also  given.  The  Third  Part  is,  as  I  have 
said,  the  administrative  portion  of  the  Bill — 
one  which  I  hope  will  be  found  to  work  satis- 
factorily as  soon  as  it  is  put  into  operation.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  else  to  explain. 
The  Bill  has  received  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
and  I  now  move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Before  this  BiU 
is  read  the  second  time  I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  it.  The  Bill  as  originally  in- 
troduced contained  only  thirty  clauses.  As  it 
now  stands  it  contains  forty-one  clauses.  I 
may  state  that  the  way  in  which  some  of  those 
clauses  were  inserted  in  another  place  was 
something  tho  like  of  which  I  have  never  seen 
in  all  my  years'  experience  in  tho  Legislature. 
Not  one  of  these  clauses  was  read — only  the 
marginal  note  was  read  in  each  instance  by 
the  Clerk  of  tho  Committee.  Sorao  of  the 
clauses  I  should  wish  to  refer  to.  In  the  firs^ 
instance,  a  tax  is  proposed  to  be  placed  on  the 
population  in  the  districts  where  this  Bill  is 
brought  into  force.  We  have  fourteen  million 
sheep  in  the  colony,  and  if  each  sheep  is  to  pay 
a  tax  of  Id.,  taking  the  number  at  twelve  mil- 
lion sheep,  this  will  yield,  in  round  numbers, 
£50,000.  The  Crown  will  be  called  upon  to 
subsidize  this  to  an  equal  amount,  and  I  do 
not  think,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  that  we  are  justified  in  incurring  such 
a  great  responsibility. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  is  provided 
in  the  Bill  that  it  shall  not  be  more  than 
£5  000 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  should  also 
like  to  call  attention  to  clause  36,  which  ren- 
ders people  liable  to  pay  the  tax  in  a  county, 
although  they  are  not  proprietors  of  any  sheep 
whatever.  I  think  that  is  a  hard  and  arbitrary 
law,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  clause.  Why  the 
people  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  double  for 
a  thing  in  which  they  have  no  direct — I  do  not 
say  indirect — interest  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. I  think  it  will  press  very  heavily  on  tho 
people. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  have  some 
very  strong  objections  to  offer  to  some  of  the 
clauses  in  this  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Bill,  and  when  I  state  those  objections  I  think 
it  will  be  found  that  they  are  reasonable,  and 
that  they  will  commend  themselves  to  members 
of  this  Council,  and  I  may  intimate  that  at  the 
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•elosc  of  my  remarks  I  filmll  mnko  a  proposition 
on  the  subject  to  the  Council.  In  order  to 
show  how  this  Hill  has  got  into  tho  form  in 
which  it  is  at  the  present  time,  I  propose  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  origin  of 
•peciftl-powers-and-contracta  k-gi'^lation.  I  do 
80  because  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  lej^is- 
lation  in  any  otlior  C(mntry  th;iu  N«*w  Zea- 
land. Certainly  there  is  no  such  legislation  in 
England,  nor,  so  far  as  1  can  find,  in  any  of  the 
other  Australasian  Colonics.  Whatever  credit 
or  discriilit,  th(  rcfore,  belourrs  to  the  invention 
of  this  kind  (»f  lef4i^Ulti(>n,  it  h*  longs  cnlirely  to 
New  Z^Tiland.  'Ill"  tir^-t  liill  of  tliis  kind  was 
passed  in  1H77.  .Kt  tlmt  tini<' Sir  (ioon^e  (irey's 
Government  was  in  power,  and  th^'v  pa.<;sed  a 
Bill  to  '*  antlj'»ri/-e  tin;  (lovernnr  to  eonipleto 
certain  ui.fuililh  il  eni;.i:4''iuent-j  relating  to 
land,  aiid  lov  that  i)urj»)so  to  issue  Ciown 
grants  in  certain  cases."  So  far  as  I  sec, 
althoui][h  that  Hill  lias  hen  tho  f«^UM<lation  of 
the  present  dilViculties  we  havo  g,>t  into  in 
refeiviiee  to  Bills  of  tlii.s  character,  tliat  Bill 
appo  vrs  to  bf  a  reason.ille  one.  Cojivivjumt  on 
tht5  war  and  otln  r  cireuinstaiiees  tlicie  were  a 
numher  of  promises  made  i»v  the  (iuvernor  or 
Sir  Donalvl  MeL«'an  and  ( t'lcrs ;  and  it  was 
reasom'.ble  that  eff'^ct  should  be  given  to  thom. 
They  pass,(!  a  Hill  with  a  short  title  and  one 
clau.e,  and  tiny  i)nt  in  tho  sch'-dnle  ri_:ht 
cases  in  refrrmee  to  pi-omi.sed  made  to  Xati\es, 
iev<n  ea^es  in  r<  fi  renee  to  ongrigi'ments  in 
coniieetion  Nsith  confiscated  lands,  and  eiLjht 
cases  in  nfrrt  ncc  to  ei)g.v'>"'m»'nts  in  connec- 
tion with  Crown  Innds.  •  The  Hill  passed  on 
the  2()lh  of  N('V*nilKr,  1877.  All  this  appears 
to  have  been  ivasonjible,  and,  if  we  had  stojiped 
at  that  and  not  extendid  the  scope  of  these 
Bills,  I  do  not  think  anv  mischief  would  have 
oome.  Such  a  method  of  legislation  was  a 
oonvenicnce,  and  if  it  had  not  been  abused  we 
should  have  been  entitled  to  some  credit  for 
the  invention  of  it.  In  1878  another  Act  of 
this  kind  was  passed,  and  such  Hills  have  been 
continued  yearly  ever  since.  That  Act  was 
also  of  a  limiti'd  character,  and  contained  a 
preamble,  which  has  been  carried  down  to  the 

£  resent  day,  as  also  has  the  title.  The  title 
as  never  been  altered,  and,  althougli  we  have 
entirely  alttied  the  construction  and  purposes 
for  which  the  Bill  was  intended,  the  same  title 
continues  to  tho  present  day.  It  is  "  An  Act 
to  grant  certain  Special  Powers  to  the  Governor 
to  issue  Crown  (Irants,  and  to  enable  him  to 
carry  out  certain  Contracts  and  Promises." 
Then  it  goes  on  to  say,  in  the  preamble, — 

**  Whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  to 
gire  the  Governor  power  to  issue  the  Crown 
grants,  and  to  do,  execute,  and  perform  the 
soTcral  acts  and  thuvfj:"?,  set  forth  in  the  second 
colunm  of  tlie  First  Sehedulo  hereto,  in  fiillil- 
ment  of  the  promises  and  for  the  several  rea- 
sons and  purposes  set  forth  in  the  first  column 
of  such  schedule." 

That  was  not  an  unreasonable  Hill ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  got  rather  an  extension  beyond 
what  it  ouglit  to  have  had.  Then  another  Go- 
rernment  camo  into  pouer,  of  which  I  was  tho 
Attorney-General.  And,  whatevei- 1  may  say  at 
Hon,  Sir  F.  Wldtaker 


the  present  time,  I  havo  no  desire  to  cut  ra 
reflections  upon  any  GovcmmeDt,  becassel 
feel  myself  as  much  implicated  in  thiioiaK 
as  anybody  else.  But  I  say  we  fasre  ca 
to  the  point  at  which  we  most  iU^.  9i 
cannot  possibly  go  on  in  tlx^  direction  in  ilid 
we  are  going.  In  1879  an  Act  wu  pysii 
having  a  similnx  title  auu  a  similar  jsosid 
to  those  which  were  in  the  former  one.  Is 
one  of  1878  had  only  thirteen  dif erenl  ca&ai 
it.  The  one  of  1879  extended  that  ninsk 
to  thirty-seven  ;  and  I  must  give  myccIkiMi 
at  the  time,  Mr.  HoUeston,  credit  for  inrni 
added  to  the  Bill  a  feature  altogether  diHtsS 
from  those  that  previous  Bills  contained.  & 
not  only  put  in  the  Bill  the  several  cases  ehi?fe 
required  to  bo  dealt  with,  but  he  iuTentio 
additional  column  for  tlie  purpose  of  explasiaj 
the  objects  for  which  the  clauses  were  p 
posed.  He  is  cntitk-d  to  li.c  credit  olil* 
invention,  and  I  confi-ss  th;;t  I  anal?oapait» 
to  it.  I  recollect  perf :  ctly  well  lt^  being  ai- 
mittod  to  me.  I  thouuht  at  the  tim?  thattoi 
would  be  a  very  good  way  of  expliining  tla 
cause  of  doing  these  th'ng^ :  and  the  paaa 
Bill  will  be  found  print^.d  alter  the  same  msa- 
ner,  the  first  column  being  exp'.iinatoiT  rf  tK 
cause  of  the  clause  mentioj'il  in  the  seocsi 
Then  wo  come  to  the  Act  of  IS-X'.  ButlsbocH 
say,  with  reference  to  thj  Aci  of  1S79,  thattis 
Bill  consisted  of  twelve  pagc>  .ujii  contaiDeJfi* 
clauses  and  thirty-seven  cu-k:>:  in  the  Bill  d 
1?>77  there  were  four  pages,  two  clause  twecir- 
three  cases,  and  one  sche{^:le;  inlSTSthffi 
were  five  pages,  live  clau-e>.  iiiteen  cases, iffii 
one  schedule.  The  Council  will  see  that  i: a 
increasing,  like  a  snowball,  as  it  goes,  U 
1880  there  were  nine  paces,  foniclau^uffl 
twenty-tluree  ca!=os ;  in  18S1  there  were fosit^a 
pages,  five  clauses,  and  forty-two  cases.  I  ^ 
not  disguise  that  at  that  time  I  was  A;:cctff- 
Generp-l,  and  my  colleagues  were  in  po««- 
In  1882  there  were  thirteen  pages,  five  ciasaa, 
and  forty-three  cases.  At  that  time  I  w»s J^ 
Premier  and  Attorney-General.  InlSS3l§aJ 
the  same  offices.  In  1SS3  the  Bill  coDUJned 
thirteen  pages,  four  clauses,  and  thirtjWJ 
cases.  There  the  matter  ended,  so  f«  *«  ^ 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  In  the  next  year 
I  w^as  not  in  office,  nor  did  I  attend  th* J* 
sion  of  the  Assembly.  Then  a  rem^tla^ 
increase  took  place.  '  I  do  not  mean  to  ^ 
that  if  I  had  been  here  that  year  this  wjaM 
not  have  taken  place.  Well,  to  ^xs^f^ 
in  the  Bill  of  1884  there  were  twantr-iiw 
pages,  seven  clauses,  and  sixtv-five  <as*  * 
stead  of  thirty-seven  as  in  lS7^showisy 
remarkable  increase  in  cue  year.  Then  in  1!^ 


the    Bill    contained   twenty-five  pagef. 


ei^ 


clauses,  and  sixty-eight  cases.   That  is  go^ 
beyond  all  reasonable  limits,  embracing  <*^ 
which  ought  never  to  have  been  intn)dQ<^^ 
any  way  into  such  a  Bill.    Then  we  eo^^ 
the  present  Bill,  and  hero  we  find  w^*^ 
totally  different   from    anvthing  we  have^^ 
before.    We  have  thirty-nine  pages,  #►* 
clauses — instead  of  one  as  in  1877,  wmd 
thing  began — and  seventy  cases.  ^*^'p' 
remarkable  thing  is  that*  these  Special  Fo«» 
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i  Contracts  Bills  havo  been,  all  the  way 
ough,  called  local  Bills.  Without  referring 
[onner  ones,  I  say  that  the  present  Bill  con- 
ns something  relating  to  most  of  the  dis- 
3ts  fxom  the  North  Cape  to  Stewart  Island. 
m  not  aware  that  there  is  any  largo  district 
this  colony  that  this  Bill  has  not  something 
say  about.  Although  the  scope  of  the  pre- 
it  Bill  has  been  enlarged  as  compared  with 
B  original  Bill  in  1877,  the  Bill  has  retained 
d  same  title  and  the  same  preamble.  Let  us 
)  what  the  contents  of  this  Bill  are.  The 
acting  part — which  was  a  single  clause  in 
e  Act  of  1877  providing,  "that  the  Governor 
%j  issue  such  Crown  grants,  and  do,  execute, 
id  perform  the  several  acts,  deeds,  matters, 
id  Uiings  as  are  specified  in  the  schedule" — 
IS  been  extended  in  this  Bill  to  at  least  a  dozen 
pcuate  ensLctments.  It  contains  provisions  in 
lerence  to  land  inalienable  for  a  longer  ^^criod 
lan  twenty-one  years  except  with  the  cou- 
nt of  the  Governor.  I  do  not  know  that 
lere  is  any  objection  to  that,  and  therefore 
pass  it  over.  Then  we  come  to  section  6  of 
le  Bill,  which,  above  all  others,  is,  to  my  mind, 
le  most  objectionable.    It  is, — 

"  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section 
ae  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  '  The  Land  Act, 
J85,*  any  holder  of  a  pastoral  defcrred-pay- 
lent  license  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
land  Board,  surrender  his  license,  and  obtain 
X)m  the  Board  in  exchange  a  lease  of  the 
Eune  land  as  a  small  grazing  run,  with  per- 
etual  right  of  renewal,  under  Part  VII.  of 
The  Land  Act,  1885.'  " 

What  do  we  do  in  this  clause  ?  We  are 
Itering  one  of  the  most  important  laws  in  the 
olony — one  of  the  most  elaborate  and  one  of 
he  most  important — an  alteration  which  de- 
erves  and  ought  to  have  a  Bill  by  itself.  No 
ne,  taking  up  our  land-laws  and  looking  to  see 
a  what  state  they  were,  would  think  of  looking 
tt  this  Bill  for  any  alteration  or  amendment, 
jooking  at  the  Land  Act  of  1885,  and  looking 
bwn  it  to  see  what  alterations  have  been 
nade  since,  one  would  miss  the  alteration  pro- 
osed  in  the  Bill  now  before  us.  One  would 
lOTer  dream  of  fmding  in  a  Bill  of  this  cha- 
acter,  headed  a  local  Bill,  an  important  altera- 
ion  of  the  land-laws  of  New  Zealand,  the 
post  important  laws  that  exist  in  the  colony. 
.  cannot  conceive  that  anything  worse  could 
te  placed  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  and,  so  far  as 
ihis  Bill  is  concerned,  it  is  a  novelty  :  we  have 
^Ter  had  an  attempt  made  in  any  former  Bills 
o  introduce  anything  so  monstrous  as  this. 
Phen  we  go  on  to  the  next  clause,  which 
ays,— 

"The  Public  Trustee  is  hereby  authorized 
^m  time  to  time  to  pay  over  to  the  Auckland 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board,  or  to  such 
ither  Board  or  Trustees  for  the  time  being 
tukting  the  control  and  management  of  the 
Provincial  Hospital  at  Auckland,  all  surplus 
moneys  heretofore  accrued  or  which  may 
iiereafter  accrue  in  his  hands,  as  the  same 
*re  defined  in  section  five  of  *  The  Auckland 
Hospital  Reserves  Act,  1883 ;'  and  such  moneys 
■Jiftll  be  appUed  by  the  said  BoarJ  for  the  pur- 


poses of  the  aforesaid  hospital,  and  not  other- 
wise." 

Here  we  have  an  important  statute  put 
under  the  head  of  local  Bills,  altering  another 
of  the  most  important  statutes  in  the  colony. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  these,  but  I  will  just  take  two  or 
three  more  from  among  those  which  appear  to 
me  to  be  the  most  unreasonable.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  Auckland  Ilospital  Board  clause, 
why  it  was  put  in  hero  in  this  form  I  do  not 
know :  the  money  there  authorized  to  be  paid 
to  the  Board  virtually  belongs  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  might  be  disposed  of  without  intro- 
ducing a  clause  for  the  purpose  into  such  a  Bill 
as  this.  Nobody,  I  apprehend,  would  look  in 
such  a  Bill  as  this  to  find  anything  altering 
the  Auckland  Keservos  Act  of  1883.  Then, 
the  Borough  Council  of  Koss  is  authorized  to 
collect  rents  from  the  leases  of  land  ;  and  then 
there  ,is  another  important  alteration  of  an  ex- 
isting Act,  but  it  is  not  so  glaring  as  so!Jie  of 
them.  Still,  it  is  quite  enough  in  itself,  if  we 
were  looking  at  the  matter  strictly,  to  coiulemn 
the  Bill.  Then  we  como  to  another  local  Bill — 
**  Agricultural  College  rateable  property."  That 
refers  to  the  Rating  Act.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  many  more  important  Acts  on  the  Statute 
Book  than  the  Rating  Act,  and  yet  we  find  an 
alteration  introduced  here,  when  an  amending 
Bill  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  an  altera- 
tion of  that  Act.  Then  we  come  to  an  extra- 
ordinary clause — that  referring  to  the  Christ- 
church  Drainage  Board,  empoweiing  them  to 
borrow  money  on  overdrafts,  which  is  after- 
wards again  referred  to  in  the  schedule.  The 
Christchurch  Drainage  Act  was  passed  in  1885. 
Some  of  these  things,  no  doubt,  are  very  pro- 
per to  be  done,  although  a  great  many  of 
tliem  are  not;  but  it  is  not  proper  to  put 
them  in  the  form  in  which  they  are  here.  In 
another  clause  we  have  a  sort  of  loan  Act :  the 
Selvvyn  County  is  authorized  to  raise  a  loan  of 
£3,000.  That  is  an  alteration  of  the  Counties 
Act,  and  enables  the  Selwyn  County  to  super- 
sede the  authority  in  the  Counties  Act  for  rais- 
ing a  loan.  Then  the  County  of  Waihcmo  is  au- 
thorized to  raise  a  loan;  and,  a  mistake  liavhig 
been  made  in  the  Caversham  Drain aj;t  Act  of 
1884,  we  are  asked  to  rectify  that.  This  i;;  surely 
a  conglomeration  of  everything  which  luis  been 
picked  up  in  all  directions  that  wants  anything 
doing  to  it  whatever.  Here  comes  one  uhat  is 
more  serious  than  tlie  others — clause  13,  by 
which  the  West  Coast  Reserves  Act  is  amended. 
This  Act  was  passed  in  1881,  and  in  1884  there 
was  an  amendment  of  it.  In  this  local  Bill, 
so  called,  which  is  introduced  for  all  these 
different  purposes,  \ye  find  most  essential  and 
important  alterations  made  in  those  Acts  of 
1881  and  1884.  Well,  Sir,  I  will  not  go  further 
into  that.  I  think  it  is  sufijcient  for  honour- 
able members  only  to  read  this  Bill  to  con- 
demn it :  to  see  these  things  in  such  a  Bill  as , 
this  is  sufficient  to  induce  tliem  to  reject  it. 
Then  we  come  to  the  clause  validating  the 
Nelson  Borour::h  Council  election.  It  may  bo 
very  proper  to  do  that;  but  here  we  actually 
introduce    a   separate    Bill   beginning  with  & 
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preamble  —  '*  Wlicreoa"  and  "And  whereas," 
and  so  on.  Whv  tluB  could  not  be  put  into  a 
separate  Bill  1  do  not  know.  This  is  one  of 
thoKO  things  in  tlio  Bill  which  in  themselves 
are  unol)jectionn])le ;  but  the  form  in  which  it  is 
introduced  is  highly  objectionable.  Then  we 
come  to  an  Aiu  kland  case — the  validation  of 
tlie  Devonport  lW>rough  rate.  Probably  there 
ij>  very  good  rea-<»n  why  it  should  be  validated. 
Tliis  is  a  newh  -constituted  borough,  and  they 
Imve  made  son.o  mistake,  apparently  ;  but,  in- 
stead of  netting;  u  right  by  an  amendment  of  the 
law  dealing  with  boroughs,  which  might  have 
been  done,  an  amendment  is  introduced  into 
this  r»il].  We  have  again  the  words  •*  Whereas" 
and  *•  Be  it  enacted,"  and  all  the  language  usual 
in  a  separate  Bill.  All  these  bej,'in  witli  a  long 
preamlile.  and  then  follows  "Be  it  enacted." 
Here,  in  fact,  we  have  the  most  extraordinarily- 
constructed  Bill  I  have  over  met  with.  Almost 
ever}'  subject  is  matter  for  a  Bill  in  itself:  in 
fact,  it  is  a  conglomeration  of  Bills  on  a  variety 
of  subjects,  all  mixed  up  together  and  put  in 
this  wonderful  document.  The  last  part  of  the 
enacting  portion  of  this  measure  is  a  long  Bill 
for  the  apiwrtionment  of  hospital  and  luna- 
tic-asylum rest  rvos  at  Nelson  and  Wellington. 
That  may  or  may  not  bo  a  proper  thing  to  do  ; 
but  how  is  it  possible  for  tlio  Council,  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  to  go  into  the  matter  and 
say  whether  or  not  it  is  proper  ?  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  sav  that  this  is  not  a  proper  thing  to 
lio  ;  but  I  do  say  that  this  is  a  most  improper 
way  of  doing  it.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  such 
thing  as  this  Bill  can  be  found  anywhere  in  all 
the  legislation  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
whole  world  in  the  la.->t  hundred  years.  It  is 
an  innovation  to  tho  credit  for  which  I  do  not 
know  how  far  my  honourable  friends  on  the 
(lovcrnniont  bench  are  entitled.  I  certainly 
give  them  credit  for  ingenuity  in  making  it  as 
mischievous  as  they  could  possiblv  make  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— We  have  fol- 
lowed your  example. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER,— I  am  com- 
plaining that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  followed  my  example.  If  he  had  onlyke])t 
to  tho  schedule  ho  would  have  followed  my  ex- 
ample. I  admit,  at  once,  that  I  may  have  been 
Wrong;  but  that  does  not  make  this  any  the 
more  right.  I  had  precedents,  and  I  followed 
them.  They  were  bad  precedents,  no  doubt, 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not  only  fol- 
lowed my  precedent  and  those  I  followed,  but 
ho  has  improved  on  them,  and  made  a  ten 
times  more  nliscllie^ou8  precedent  than  all  that 
has  goue  before.  The  First  Schedule  contains 
seventy  paragraphs,  and  there  are  seven  other 
schedules.  That  is  altogether  a  novelty.  I  do 
not  suppose  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary  claims  any  credit  for  the  innovation. 
What  1  suppose  happened  was  this:  One  man 
said  he  wanted  one  thing  done,  and  another 
wanted  another  thing  done ;  so  they  each 
handed  in  their  contributions  to  the  draftsman, 
and  he  crams  it  altogether  in  this  Bill.  I  can- 
n(;t  think  my  honourable  friend  the  Premier, 
as  Attorney-General  —  whose  talents  I  very 
much  r  ";peot — can  have  given  any  considera- 
llon.  Sir  F.  Wliitakcr 


tion  to  this  Bill.  I  am  quite  sore  if  Ik  U 
seen  it  before  it  was  brought  in  he  would  sm 
have  thought  of  passing  it.  No  doQblit|t 
into  the  House  and,  having  gone  seven!  st^ 
there,  there  was  no  going  back;  so  H  ■§ 
tinkered  up,  first  by  the  XVaste  Ltn&Cs 
mitteo  and  then  by  the  House,  and  sest  a 
here.  It  is  generally  supposed  thai  iBi^ 
this  kind  must  be  brought  down  withtb» 
commendation  of  the  Governor,  bat  I  dD  itf 
see  how  tliis  Bill  could  have  been  sent  dona 
that  way,  or  how,  after  it  was  so  sent  k% 
entirely  fresh  matter,  not  recommended,  oodi 
be  put  in.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  it  bad 
been  done  without  any  considerati<Hi  vfaisaK 
I  admit,  at  once,  the  extent  to  irkiehlb» 
been  a  party  to  legislation  of  this  chancts; 
but  I  should  never  have  consented  to  the  » 
troduction  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  if  I  had  taa 
it,  and  probably  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Se» 
tary  ne^er  saw  this  Bill  till  it  came  beo. 
HlVc  is  a  Bill  longer  than  almost  any  Billii 
have  passed  on  tho  largest  subjects— thirty^aai 
paf^es :  1  do  not  think  even  theLand  Actislonga 
than  this.  I  am  sure  the  Council  irill  at  ottt 
relieve  me  from  going  through  the  vhok  cf 
this.  I  hear  some  honourable  gentleman  s^, 
"Yes,  certainly."  I  think  he  is  wise.  It 
would  not  be  edifying  to  go  throng  all  tlsi 
Bill  in  dLtail.  As  I  understand,  the  Conaiat- 
tee  to  whom  the  Bill  was  referred  br  tin 
Council  spent  three  days  on  it,  and  tbcyaf 
they  liave  been  wholly  unable  to  com^et^ 
attend  to  and  do  justice  to  it.  Yat»  «w, 
here  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  tbe 
prorogation  staring  us  in  the  face,  wt  «e 
called  on  to  legislate  on  all  these  subjects.  I 
say  it  is  impracticable  and  impossible  to  pi» 
the  Bill  as  it  is,  and  if  it  is  passed  I  shall  ha« 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  shall  not  atfeeapto 
amend  it  in  any  way,  because  I  think  that  a 
impossible  at  this  period  of  the  session.  I'J 
now  call  attention  to  the  schedule.  PanpB|« 
16  is  an  alteration  of  an  Act  of  some  iis^ 
ance — the  Thermal  Springs  Act  of  1881.  >o« 
we  are  going  deliberately  to  make  alleBtoBS 
in  the  tenure  of  the  statutory  leases,  aid « 
are  asked  to  make  a  number  of  essenuil^ 
important  alterations  in  this  way  in  w 
Thermal  Sprincs  Act  —  an  important  pn«« 
Act.  I  do  not^  understand  the  division  tt» 
has  taken  place  in  the  subjects  of  this  But 
Some  of  them  ore  little  Bills,  and  some «» 
pretty  long  Bills,  mixed  up  in  tiie  enacfe^ 
part  of  the  Bill.  They  do  not  continue^ 
plan,  but,  in  a  long  schedule,  alter  geB^ 
Acts  of  Parliament  of  an  important  chsiwW 
by  a  side-wind,  as  it  were.  Pa»6i*F."5 
the  schedule  is  a  very  funny  one.  "^  /_ 


enable  effect  to  be  given  to  a  re* —  , 
tion  of  the  W^aste  Lands  Committee  ct  »J 
House  of  Representatives,  session  1883, ««■ 
petition  of  Stephen  Earl."  A  most  coi^ 
reason  for  this  is  given.  James  Whitney  w» 
sixty  acres  of  land  to  Stephen  BStfl.  »^^ 
are  to  give  a  grant  to  Earl  only,  it  ^^^ 
because  Whitney  sold  it  to  him.  ^^ 
sold  to  Earl,  and  the  Crown  is  called  m^ 
make  a  grant  of  the  land  to  Whitney.  ^' 
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this  proposal  violates  a  principle  which  haa 
been  maintained  for  a  great  number  of  years — 
that  the  Ghovemment  will  not  grant  a  title  to 
deiiyatiye  claimants ;  because  it  involves  the 
Gcvemment   in   tracing   the    title   from   the 
original  owner  down  to  the  person  who  seeks 
to  get  the  title,  and  therefore  the  Govern- 
ment becomes  responsible  for  the  validity  of 
all  the  intermediate  deeds  and  conveyances, 
which  is  unreasonable.    To  avoid  this,  some 
years  ago  there  was  an  invention  for  which  I 
was  to  some  extent  responsible,  and  that  was, 
to  antevest  the  legal  estate.    If  that  were  done 
in  this  case,  even  though  Whitney  were  dead 
the  land  would  be  granted  in  his  name,  and 
that  would  have  the  same  effect  as  if  the  land 
liad   been   granted    to   him   when   originally 
acquired.     Then,  if  several  parties  had  succes- 
sively bought  the  land  since,  they  could  trace 
their  title  back  to  Whitney.     This   is  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  cases  of  this  kind,  because, 
then,  present  claimants,  if  their  deeds  are  good, 
get  a  good  title.    By  that  course  any  number  of 
eonveyances  there  are  or  might  have  been  in 
dealing  with  that  land  are  given  effect  to,  and 
the  Crown  takes  no  responsibility  of  valida- 
tion ;  but  if  the  Crown  takes  all  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  validity  of  all  the  conveyances 
there  may  have  been,  and  if  there  was  any- 
thing wrong  with  any  of  them,  those  affected 
would  necessarily  have  a  reasonable  claim  for 
oompensation  against  the  Government.    That 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  strong  objection  to  this 
proposed  provision.    I  have  no 'doubt  that  Earl 
is  entitled  to  this  land,  but  this  is  not  the  way 
to  givo  him  a  title.    Then,  here  is  a  paragraph 
about  the  Mokau.    I  have  heard  for  a  good 
many  years  past  about  Joshua  Jones  and  the 
Mokau  Coalfields  ;  but  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  merits  of  this  matter :  but  it  would, 
to  a  certain  extent,  require  careful  investiga- 
tion.    We  are  asked  to  authorize  Nevil  Walker 
to  get  land  for  coal-mining  purposes  on  the 
honks  of  the  Kiver  Mokau.    That  may  be  very 
zight;  but  to  introduce  it  in  a  Bill  of  this 
eharacter  does  seem  to  me  to  be  out  of  all 
reason.    Then,  in  paragraph  29  there  is  this 
proposal  to  give  title  to  a  derivative  purchaser. 
We  are  told  that — 

"  Te  Katene,  a  member  of  the  Native  Con- 
tingent, having  completed  the  service  required 
of  him  to  entitle  him  to  80  acres  of  land  under 
the  regulations  for  the  time  then  being  in  force, 
which  authorized  original  service  to  be  com- 
puted, together  with  substituted  service,  was 
refused  his  grsmt  on  the  erroneous  supposition 
that  he  had  not  served  sufficiently.  Katene 
having  sold  his  interest,  authority  is  required 
for  a  grant  of  the  land  Katene  was  entitled  to 
bo  be  made  to  his  derivative  purchaser.*' 

ITow,  Katene  may  have  sold  the  land  in  the 
Hune  way  to  three  or  four  parties  ;  but  the  Go- 
nemment  are  asked  to  grant  a  title  directly 
x>  this  derivative  purchaser,  and  to  take  all 
ihe  responsibility  of  his  title  being  a  good  one. 
I  a.pprehend  that  no  one  has  seen  hll  the  deeds 
liexe  may  be,  or  traced  the  conveyances,  and 
fwenk  if  we  had  all  the  instruments  before  us  to- 
Qozrow  we  could  not  test  them  here.    If  this 
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land  is  dealt  with  at  all  it  should  be  antevested 
in  the  way  I  have  said.    No  doubt  there  were 
many  cases  of  hardship  in  earlier  times  until 
this  expedient  of  antevesting  was  devised ;  but 
now  the  difficulty  can  be  got  over  in  a  very 
simple  way,  without  throwing  any  ri£^  or  re- 
sponsibility on  the  Government,  as  there  would 
be  in  the  two  instances  I  have  referred  to  in 
this  Bill.    Then,  there  is  paragraph  51,  occu- 
pying nearly  five    colunms,   no   doubt  for  a 
very  proper  object,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
done ;  but  it  is  an  alteration  of  an  important 
Act  relating  to  Christchurch.    They  have  had 
difficulty  there  with  their  drainage,  and  Acts 
have  been  passed  to  enable  them  to  complete 
it.     Now,  m  this  extraordinary  Bill  we  have 
this  subject  dealt  with  in  two  places  —  first 
in  the  enacting  part,  and  then  again  in  the 
schedule.    Why  the  whole  of  it  was  not  done 
as  legislation  on  the  subject  has  been  done 
before  I  do  not  know.     No  doubt  the  Colonial 
Secretary  can  account  for  all  these  things,  and 
will  account  for  them  by-and-by ;  but  I  would 
not  undertake  to  account  for  them  all  in  a  week 
or  a  fortnight.    Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
man can  see  through  it  all  quicker  than  I  can ; 
and,  as  he  asks  us  to  pass  this  Bill,  I  suppose 
he  will  undertake  to  explain  everything:  for 
I  apprehend  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
when  they  ask  us  to  pass  any  measure,  to  be 
able  at  least  to  explain  it.    But  I  do  not  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  do  it  in  this  case,  be- 
cause he  could  not  do  it  before  the  prorogation : 
there  is  good  work  here  for  any  one  for  a  month. 
There  is  one  very  extraordinary  matter  here» 
even  for  this  most  extraordinary  Bill.    A  Bill  . 
was  brought  in  as  a  local  Bill  which  the  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses  who  had  to  consider 
it  reported  not  to  be  a  local  Bill  at  all,  but  to 
be  a  private  Bill.    But,  instead  of  its  being 
brought  in  as  a  private  Bill,  we  find  it  in  this 
measure.   What  has  been  pronounced  by  a  Joint 
Committee  to  be  a  private  Bill  is  put  in  this 
general  Act,  which  seems  to  me  a  monstrous 
thing.     I  have   picked   out   a   few  of  these 
things.    No  doubt  there  are  some  equally  bad 
left,  but  I  have  not  even  had  time  to  read  all 
the  Bill,  and  I  must  ask  the  Council  to  consider 
the  bulk  to   be  represented  by  the  samples. 
This  style  of  legislation  is  the  most  objection- 
able that  can  possibly  be  found.    It  is  in  de- 
fiance of  all  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  con- 
struction of  statutes,  especially  in  the  Boyal 
Instructions:  in  fact,  I  do  not  know  how  the 
Attorney-General  and  the'  Colonial  Secretary 
have  got  over  that  difficulty.    If  I  had  my  time 
as  Attorney-General  over  again  I  would  not 
attempt  to  get  over  it,  because  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  what  a  Government  ought  to  do.    It 
was  perhaps  bad  enough  in  my  time,  but  this  is 
far  worse  than  emy thing  ever  before  attempted ; 
we  never  attempted  anything  as  bad  as  this. 
The  Boyal  Instructions  say, — 

"The  Governor  shall  take  care,  as  far  as 
may  be  practicable,  that  in  the  passing  of  all 
laws  each  different  matter  be  provided  for  by  a 
different  law,  without  intemuxing  in  one  and 
the  same  law  such  things  as  have  no  proper 
relation  to  each  other." 
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That  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  legislation. 
It  has  been  violated  from  time  to  timei  no 
doubt;  but  now  we  have  come  to  a  position 
which  we  have  never  arrived  at  before.  I  shall 
claim  the  vote  of  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Beeves  on  this  question,  because  the  other  day 
he  told  us  that  the  settled-land  law  was  be- 
coming so  bad  a  thing  that  nothing  could  be 
done  with  it,  and  soon  if  left  alone  it  must 
come  altogether  to  an  end ;  and  for  that  reason 
he  would  not  attempt  to  amend  it.  Now,  I 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  tell  me  if  we 
could  concoct  anything  worse  than  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  think  if  wo  deliberately  tried  we  could 
do  anything  worse  than  what  we  have  here. 
We  have  public  Bills,  local  Bills,  private  Bills, 
Bills  for  raising  loans,  and  Bills  for  appropria- 
tions all  mixed  up  together.  Here  are  pro- 
posals to  grant  £5,000  for  the  Girls'  High 
School  at  Wellington,  and  the  same  sum  for  a 
similar  school  at  Auckland :  so  that  this  may 
be  an  Appropriation  Bill,  which  we  cannot 
amend  at  all.  We  have  nearly  a  hundred  of 
all  sorts  of  Bills  mixed  up  into  one,  in  defiance 
of  all  principles  of  legislation.  If  honourable 
members  look  over  the  Bill  they  will  be  able  to 
pick  out  a  great  deal  of  the  some  character  as 
that  I  have  called  their  attention  to.  I  am 
auite  aware  that  this  is  a  difficult  matter  to 
deal  with,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  may  be 
some  things  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  Bill 
which  should  be  done  at  once.  I  have  not  read 
all  the  Bill;  but  I  have  seen  some  matters  that 
oufiht  to  be  attended  to  now :  for  instance,  this 
dilliculty  about  colloctliig  rates  at  Devonpyort, 
and  the  question  about  validating  elections 
at  Nelson.  It  may  be  necessary  to  legislate 
on  these  things  to  enable  certain  local  bodies 
to  carry  on  during  the  year ;  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  much  more  in  the  Bill  that  is  of  im- 
mediate importance.  Some  of  these  matters 
have  stood  over  for  thirty  years,  and  I  think 
we  con  very  well  let  them  stand  for  one  year 
more  without  causing  any  great  difliculty.  I 
think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the 
Council  would  be  justified  in  doing  what  I  am 
goiug  to  propose.  I  propose  that  the  greater 
portion  of  this  Bill  shall  stand  over  now,  and  be 
properly  considered  and  dealt  with  next  year 
in  a  proper  manner.  But  I  should  be  sorry  to 
throw  any  dilliculty  in  the  way  of  the  Govern- 
ment where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
they  should  have  power  to  do  anything  re- 
quired before  next  session.  I  have  noticed 
two  matters  of  that  kind,  and  there  may 
be  some  more ;  and  what  I  propose  is,  that 
we  should  lay  this  Bill  aside:  and  then  it 
will  be  open  to  the  Government  to  bring  in 
another  Bill  doing  only  wliat  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  done  this  session,  and  I  shall 
have  great  pleasure  in  assisting  to  pass  such  a 
Bill.  But  I,  for  one,  cannot  bo  an  assenting 
party  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind  being  passed.  This 
may,  and  possibly  will,  bo  the  last  session  of 
the  General  Ass^'mbly  that  I  shall  attend,  and 
I  should  very  much  regret  it  indeed  if  the  last 
act  I  performed  in  this  Council  was  assisting 
to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  character.  Sir,  I  move, 
Tliiit  tliis  Bill  be  laid  aside  ;  and,  if  that  is  done, 
Hon.  Sir  F.  ]\  hiUikcr 


1  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  said,  thfti  iite  | 
anything  which  is  really  required  to  be  d«  | 
this  session,  I  shall  be  glad  to  assist  inpus!) 
another  Bill  to  do  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  am  Qaiim 
of  the  Committee  to  which  this  BiUvua- 
ferred,  and  I  may  say  that  in  the  proces  d 
getting  the  Bill  through  that  CommiiUe  I  ui 
a  mauvais  quart  d'lwure — a  very  bad  qmr^cf 
an  hour  indeed.  Sir,  there  is  in  ths  Isliad  i 
district  that  was  called  in  the  eariyomes'tfi- 
Rau — it  is  now  known  as  the  Bay  of  hiskis 
— and  Toki-Rau,  being  translated,  mttss^i 
hundred  axes."  Whether  or  not  in  &  Bcsr 
nga  or  Maori  Witenagemot  at  some  tims  oi 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  succeeded  in  gzindoji 
himdred  axes  at  a  sitting,  I  do  not  kno«:  I 
have  a  theory  that  the  title  of  that  district  a 
derived  from  that  singular  parhamenoij  pe- 
formanoe :  I  think  it  is  not  improbable.  lb 
Bill  does  not  contain  exactly  a  hundred  '*  VBi." 
but  as  nearly  so  as  it  is  possible  to  come.  U 
certainly  marks  an  epoch  in  legislatioo.  Its 
the  most  wonderful  BiU  that  has  ever  wp^tusi 
before  my  eyes  during  my  long  parli&DUBt&.7 
experience.  Sir,  there  is  a  parliamentftzr  I^ 
ceptacle  known  as  the  "  waste-paper  bsske:.'' 
the  locality  of  which  is  indicated  by  the  lego^. 
*'  Rubbish  may  be  shot  here."  It  ^rpeszstoiH 
that,  the  parliamentary  rubbish  of  the  sessiee 
having  been  shot  into  this  basket,  some  c«/ 
fonnier — some  "  rag-picker"— has  picked  to 
over  and  presented  this  lot  to  Parliament ts  tR* 
sures  to  be  inscribed  on  the  Statute  Book  of  ^ 
colony.  I  hope  the  Legislature,  or  this  braoca 
of  it  at  any  rate,  will  do  nothing  of  tbe  h&i 
I  shall  support  the  amendment  that  the  Bil 
for  the  present  at  least,  be  laid  aside,  vba.  if 
those  rags  that  are  really  valuable  an  ^^ 
out,  and  if  wo  are  asked  to  give  the  Ctoa 
power  to  keep  specific  promises  thai  b»« 
been  made — if  these  instances  are  sho«,D* 
one  will  be  more  ready  than  myself  to  Mssto 
passing  the  necessary  legislation.  At  pRKCt 
I  refrain  from  criticising  this  measnn  uj 
otherwise  should  do,  and  shall  content  mjw' 
by  voting  for  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  Ihisk 
the  Bill  should  be  laid  aside.  There  is  ^ 
little  good  in  it;  but  what  there  is  ooght  to  « 
done.  I  think  there  are  a  few  things  inii^ 
are  reasonable  and  proper  to  be  carried  out.  Ai 
to  the  general  question,  I  think  a  more  p* 
posterous  system  of  legislation  than  this  cobw 
not  be  conceived.  It  is  certainly  a  veiy  bf 
system,  as  Sir  Frederick  Whitakersays;  iij»* 
system  by  which  we  repeal  and  set  np  p^t^ 
Acts,  local  Acts,  and  private  Acts;  andwBCt^' 
only  legislate  in  this  most  extraordinary iE»t 
ner  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  Bill,  but "! 
do  still  more  extraordinary  things  in  the  st; 
dule.  Here  is  on  instance  in  the  schec: 
which  I  will  call  attention  to.  It  is  paragri-i' 
52.  There  is  a  rather  complicated  mt*2,' 
ment  —  probably  a  very  good  one— beir.  * 
private  parties,  and  we  are  asked  to  cany  '^' 
that  arrangement  in  a  general  Act  ^'"J 
there  was  any  difficulty  in  gstting  s  pnf*^ 
Bill  to  do  tiiat  I  cannot  conceive.  hi»A 
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nearly  the  whole  of  the  matters  in  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  dealt  with  as  private  Bills ; 
and  I  do  not  think,  if  they  were  promoted  as 
private  Bills,  there  would  be  any  difficulty  at 
^  in  passing  them.     However,  I  can  only 
reiterate  what  has  been  said  before  as  to  the 
danger  of   passing   legislation  of   this   kind. 
There  are  seventy  of  these  things  in  this  Bill 
this  year— there  may  be  a  hundred  and  forty 
next  year.     Practically,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  almost  the  whole  of  the  legislation  of 
the  session  being  put  into  this  BUI,  and  all 
sorts  of  things  being  done  and  interests  affected 
without  the  persons  concerned  knowing  any- 
thing at  all  about  it.    How  can  any  one  inter- 
ested know  anything  of  these  things  without 
wading  through  this  Bill,  which  they  would 
think  to  be  the  last  place  in  which  to  find  it  ? 
The  most  important   private    right   may  be 
taken  away  by  a  line  in  the  schedule  of  this 
Bill,  without  the  persons  from  whom  it  is  taken 
knowing  the  least  about  it  until  it  is  too  late. 
A  more  monstrous  thing  than  proposing  seventy 
Bills  for  all  sorts  of  things  in  this  way  can- 
not be  imagined.    I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker    that   there  are    several 
things  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  Bill  which 
ought   to   be    done.     Besides   the   instances 
that  were  mentioned  by  him,  there  etre  two 
very  ancient  land  claims  to  be  given  effect 
to,  apparently  on  the  recommendation  of  an 
honourable  member  of  this  Council  made   as 
long  ago  as  1658.    I  can  hardly  conceive  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  recollects  all  these 
things  for  so  Iqng  a  period;   but  perhaps  his 
memory  is  refreshed  in  one  of  these  cases  by 
seeing  a  rather  sing^ular  name — the  name  of 
Apes.     I  do  not  know  whether  that  recalls 
anything  to  the  honourable  gentleman.    After 
thirty-three  years  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  memory  improves ; 
•and,  if  he  has  a  good  recollection  of  it  now, 
perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  disx>ose  of  it,  bo- 
cause  we  are  not  certain  his  memory  will  be 
£o  good  next  year.     So  I  think  that  ought  to 
be  passed :  that  is  only  reasonable.    I  do  not 
think  these  half-caste  children  should  be  dis- 
inherited because  of  a  fault  of  memory  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman.    I  think 
the  whole  of  the  enacting  part  of  the  Bill  is 
absolutely  wrong,  and  ought  not  to  be  passed. 
The  18th  clause  is  drawn  in  the  form  of  an  Act, 
with  recitals  and  enacting  clauses.     If  that 
ha4  been  a  local  Bill,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
who  would  have  had  the  audacity  to  include 
land  in  two  districts  in  the  one  Bill  ?    That  is 
utterly  intolerable.    Ko  such  thing  is  allowed 
at  all.     It  is  opposed  to  all  principle,  and  to 
the  object  of  these  Acts.    Who  would  dream  of 
looking  in  an  Act  of  this  sort  for  such  questions 
%a  are  dealt  with  here  ?    I  think  wo  should  do 
ir-ery  well  if  we  passed  the  one  clause  giving 
effect  to  some  few  things  in  the  schedule,  and 
legatived  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Mc LEAN.— If  what  the 
lonourable  member  proposes  were  practicable 
ve  might  consider  it ;  but  I  know  there  is  no 
>ther  view  practicable  except  that  proposed  by 
ny  honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker. 


Besides,  as  a  point  of  order,  I  would  ask,  is  it 
possible  to  inteoduce  a  Bill  again  after  it  has 
been  before  the  House  and  considered  by  a 
Joint  Committee,  who  declare  that  it  is  a 
private  Bill?  How  can  a  private  Bill  be  in- 
troduced here  ?  This  measure  embodies  a 
private  Bill,  and  I  hold  that  it  cannot  be  in- 
troduced. It  is  utterly  impossible  to  pass  it. 
There  is  the  Ghristchurch  Drainage  Bill, 
which,  we  know,  has  been  a  source  of  irrita- 
tion in  Ghristchurch  for  a  long  period,  and 
heavy  fights  are  taking  place  over  it.  How  do 
we  know,  if  this  Bill  were  brought  in  as  a  lociJ 
Bill,  that  we  should  not  hear  objections  to  it  ? 
Who  would  think  of  looking  in  this  measure 
for  all  the  subjects  that  are  dealt  with  in  it  ? 
If  any  one  of  these  subjects  comes  before  a 
Court  of  law,  how  are  legal  gentlemen  ever 
to  think  of  referring  to  this  Bill  ?  It  is  useless 
going  over  all  the  different  questions  dealt  with 
in  the  measure,  after  what  has  been  said,  for 
that  would  only  be  once  more  finding  fault 
with  the  clauses.  There  are  certain  things  in 
the  Bill  which  it  is  necessary  to  deal  with 
this  session,  and  I,  for  one,  if  they  are  sent 
forward,  will  assist  to  pass  them  ;  but  I  really 
cannot  support  this  Bill.  I  am  bound  to  vote 
against  it,  because  I  cannot  see  any  way  of 
amending  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  — The  speakers 
who  have  addressed  the  Council  have  taken 
great  pains  to  find  out  the  shortcomings  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  these 
honourable  gentlemen  did  not  do  this  on  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading,  and  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  went  to  the  trouble 
to  examine  all  the  clauses.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  a  great  many  of  the  clauses 
of  this  Bill  have  been  introduced  in  another 
place  as  local  Bills,  and  that  all  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with,  and,  but  for 
the  session  coming  to  so  sudden  an  end,  and 
private  members'  days  being  suspended,  we 
should  have  had  these  local  Bills  to  deal  with 
instead  of  finding  them  in  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill.  There  is  scarcely  a  single  clause  in  this 
Bill  on  which  evidence  has  not  been  taken. 
The  Committee  have  recommended  that  some 
of  the  clauses  be  struck  out.  As  it  has  been 
acknowledged  that  there  are  a  great  many  of 
the  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  are  not  objection- 
able to  the  Council,  I  think  we  should  go 
into  Committee  and  there  throw  out  those 
clauses  which  are  objectionable,  leaving  the 
other  clauses.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  said  he 
thought  the  Premier  had  no  hand  in  this.  I 
can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that  a. 
great  many  amendments  have  been  made  in 
the  Bill  by  the  Premier.  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  go  into  Committee ;  and  then  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  can  point  out  what  clauses  are 
admissible  emd  what  are  not.  I  fully  agree 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  Bill  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  there  ;  but  I  say,  Let 
us  go  into  Committee,  and  retain  the  clauses 
which  are  approved  of. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  asked  why  I  did  not  make  all 
these    objections   when  the  Bill  was  read  & 
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•eoond  time.  He  has  forgotten  altogether  the 
mode  in  which  the  Bill  was  introduced.  The 
Bill  was  read  a  first  time  on  the  day  on  which 
it  wai  brought  up  from  the  Houm.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  then  asked  that  it  be  read 
a  second  time  without  debate  and  then  referred 
to  the  Committee.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  my  honourable  friend  the  Bill  waa 
sent  straight  away  to  the  Committee.  There 
was  no  opportunity  of  saying  anything  on  the 
second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.  — I  stand  cor- 
rected. I  now  remember  that  that  was  the 
case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.  — I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  at  all 
in  accord  with  the  report  of  the  Committee,  of 
which  I  think  ho  was  a  member.  Of  course,  at 
this  period  of  the  nession  it  is  not  possible  lor 
honourable  members  to  go  into  the  merits  of  a 
Bill  like  this.  Honourable  members,  as  a  rule, 
are  guided  by  the  report  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee;  and  the  Committee  has  taken  a 

g'oat  deal  of  trouble  in  connection  with  this 
ill.  The  most  that  can  be  said  of  that  report 
is  that  it  damns  the  Bill  with  faint  praise. 
It  starts  off  by  sayinj?,  "  If  the  Bill  be  allowed 
to  proceed,"  then  certain  amendments  are  re- 
commended. We  know  pretty  well  what  the 
meaning  of  that  is.  It  seems  to  me,  after  the 
statements  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  gone  into  the  thing,  that  it  is  quite  im- 
possible for  us  to  dissent  from  the  proposal 
made  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Wnitaker. 
The  only  argiimont  that  I  have  heard  at  all  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  is  that  there  are  one  or  two 
little  things  in  it  which  are  good;  therefore  it 
is  said,  ••  Let  us  pass  a  whole  lot  of  things  that 
are  bad."  There  is  an  old  adage,  •*  Do  a  little 
wrong  for  a  great  right ;  "  but  here  that  is  re- 
versed, and  it  is,  *•  Do  a  great  wrong  for  a  little 
right."  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  doctrine  that 
I  can  subscribe  to,  and  therefore  I  must  give 
my  vote  for  the  amendment.  Such  a  Bill  as 
this  is  without  precedent.  There  is  nothing  on 
record  similar  to  it ;  and  if  we  pass  it  I  think 
we  shall  establish  a  precedent.  If  wo  pass  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  it  will  be  held  that  the  Coun- 
cil will  pass  anything. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SIIEPHARD.— The  Bill  was 
not  even  circulated  at  the  time  of  the  second 
reading,  and,  from  a  remark  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  moving  the  second  reading,  I 
^ould  say  that  he  was  not  aware  of  all  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  Therefore  any  plea  put 
m  in  mitigation  of  punishment  for  this  in- 
iquitous creature  which  we  have  before  us 
falls  to  the  ground.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Sir  Frederick  Whitakor  has  conclusively  proved 
his  case — that  as  the  Bill  stands  it  is  without 
precedent,  and  that  what  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  probably,  a  system  which  might  be 
defended  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  it 
must  be  put  an  end  to ;  and  I  see  no  other 
course  but  to  lay  this  Bill  aside,  and  leave  it 
open  to  Ministers  to  introduce  a  Bill  which  can 
be  passed  with  expedition. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  was  understood 
to  eay, — With  regard  to  clause  21,  it  is  true  that 
Han,  Sir  F.  Jf  hitdk$r 
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Katene  returned  after  deserting  u  ia  &i^ 
but  through  his  desertion  he  lost  erajclsu 
the  land.  I  shall  have  great  pLetfiznian 
porting  the  amendmemfc. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  QBACB.— I  haTB  nodnk 
the  easiest  way  to  get  some  good  iamAi 
measure  is  to  lay  it  aside.  As  to  the  cms 
Katene,  he  comes  oat  of  it  Tery  welL  hid 
duty  to  save  the  Natives  from  being  mil 
by  white  men ;  but  we  can  nerer  smih  Sjo^ 
from  being  swindled  by  Natives,  judgisg  ba 
the  oases  we  have  seen. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  BARNICOAT.— I  do  eb 
to  defend  the  indefensible ;  bat  I  tbiak  fti 
setting-aside  of  this  Bill  would  bi  tooU 
with  some  amount  of  injustice  sad  ^  \ 
e^eatdeal  of  inoonvenienoe.  I  My  "inW 
sible  "  because  this  is  an  indefensible  maiii 
legislation.  There  is  no  doubt  abont  that  I 
has  been  shown  that  every  GorenuneatU 
found  it  convenient  to  adopt  a  Bill  of  this  ks$ 
and  that  no  Government  can  point  to  sootx 
with  scorn  in  that  respect.  I  think  ibit  M 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  Committee.  Tb 
Bill  is,  I  think,  only  slightly  woa6  than  ife|a> 
decessors.  Probably  this  will  be  the  Ustaa^ 
sure  of  the  kind  that  Parhament  will  fee>  k 
we  seem  to  have  fully  awoke  to  the  thtsaHtl 
and  injustice  of  legislation  being  done  is  t^ 
way.  The  Bill  is  a  great  improFemcntoBwitf 
it  was  when  it  was  introduced  into  Pariianai 
Some  of  the  worst  clauses  hare  been  stmek  o>t 
and  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  some  othfC-  I 
think  if  the  Council  will  go  into  ConiiEiti* 
they  will  find  the  Bill  not  nearly  so  §i«t « 
mass  of  absurdities  as  is  represented  £7  tk9 
who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— I  should  liketoa^ 
a  few  words,  as  the  honourable  gcnUemm  »b» 
has  made  that  very  eloquent  speech  in  ni>^ 
that  the  Bill  should  be  laid  aside  has  ehisM 
my  vote  for  certain  reasons.  It  is  gratifriBgiJ 
me  to  find  that  the  honourable  gectieouBj* 
last  understands  the  argument  that  I  osed; 
because  when  he  replied  to  me— I  will  m*  ^ 
purposely,  but — he  did  misstate  what  I  •»• 
However,  ho  seems  at  la^t  to  have  arriwdittt  ^ 
understanding  of  the  argument  1  used;  «^* 
that  he  bases  his  claim  to  my  vote.  I  assoi^ 
that  I  cannot  promise  him  my  vote  on  tfc«* 
grounds,  because  I  can  conceive  circnmsiM** 
under  which  a  very  much  worse  Bill  even  tbtt 
this  might  be  brought  forward.  The  hoii«i- 
able  gentleman  alluded  to  the  facttb&titji^ 
possible  he  might  never  return  to  this  AffieoaJ" 
and  I  am  sure,  if  that  were  really  tho  case,'' 
should  all  feel  extremely  sorry  and  gricTed-* 
do  not  take  that  view  of  the  matter.  On  9 
contrary,  seeing  the  remarkable  vigour  of  t* 
honourable  gentleman,  I  am  sure  vie  shall  tf 
him  here  again,  and,  I  trust,  for  many  tob; 
and,  what  is  more,  I  feel  pretty  nearly  ss^ 
taking  the  uncertainty  of  tenure  of  office  irij 
account,  that  we  shall  see  my  honounblefnew 
holding  the  offices  of  Premier  and  Attorwf 
General  combined  ;  and  in  that  case  I  *™  I* 
fectly  certain  that  we  shall  have  a  Tciyniutt 
worse  Bill  of  this  kind  brought  forward  than* 
have  before  us.    Therefore  I  cannot  proas' 
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my  support  on  this  occasion.  Moreover, 
I  is  anotner  reason  why  I  cannot  promise 
my  vote.  I  only  like  to  take  advice  from 
i  Trliozn  I  thoroughly  believe  in,  and  when 
all  tliat,  within  the  last  twenty-iour  hours, 
krd  xny  honourable  friend  assume  the  posi- 
of  the  unblushing  advocate  of  the  concoc- 
of  fraudulent  balance-sheets,  that  makes 
loubt  bis  advioe ;  and  that  is  another  reason 
I  shall  not  give  him  my  support  on  this 
Bion. 

le  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— I  shall  cer- 
ly  vote  with  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whit- 
to  lay  the  Bill  aside.  My  reason  for  doing 
is  tliis  :  If  we  are  to  follow  the  course  pro- 
d  by  this  Bill  we  may  at  once  set  aside  aU 
machiiiery  that  we  hav&adopted  for  the  pur- 
>  ol  examining  Bills  of  a  local  character,  or 
L   private  Bills.    It  seems  to  me  an  utter 

0  uiat  a  Bill  should  be  sent  up  to  us  in  this 

It  has  been  said  that  several  of  the 
ises  in  this  Bill  are  absolutely  the  embodi- 
it  of  local  Bills  presented  to  Parliament  in 
tber  place,  and  that,  simply  because  the 
d  of  the  session  did  not  allow  of  their  being 
yerly  dealt  with,  therefore  they  are  sent 
k>  us  to  pass  them  in  this  way.  We  know 
r  thia  Bill  has  been  presented  to  us.    It  was 

1  a  second  time  before  we  had  the  Bill  in 
hands,  and,  with  the  press  of  work  thrown 
our  shoulders,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for 
lourable  members,  unless  they  thoroughly 
e  themselves  up  to  this  matter  and  neglected 
other  work,  to  make  themselves  acquainted 
h  the  contents  of  the  Bill. 

?he  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  consider  that 
B  Bill  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Natives, 
1 1  hope  that  it  will  be  committed.  If  that 
lone,  I  shall  then  make  some  proposals  with 
Krence  to  some  of  these  clauses,  which  I 
nk  might  be  amended.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
gone  on  with,  because  there  are  a  number 
matters  in  it  which  affect  the  Natives,  and 
ich  have  stood  over  for  many  years,  and  I 
mid  like  to  see  these  subjects  dealt  with. 
me  of  these  lands  are  lands  about  which  the 
ktives  have  petitioned  for  over  twenty  years, 
d  it  is  only  now  that  any  step  is  being  taken 
satisfy  those  demands, 
rhe  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  would  just  like 
Bay  one  or  two  words  in  reply  to  several 
eeches  which  have  been  made  on  this  impor- 
nt  question.  In  doing  so  I  labour  under  a 
Mt  disadvantage,  and  for  this  reason:  that 
backs  of  every  kind  seem  to  have  been  made 
.  the  Government  that  would  only  have 
en  justified  if  they  had  introduced  a  Bill 
ithout  precedent  of  any  kind  whatever.  Not- 
ithstanding  tiie  fact  that  the  Government 
kve  been  blamed  for  introducing  this  Bill  in 
«  way  it  has  been  introduced,  I  have  only 
Oowed  a  precedent  which  has  been  laid  down 
'er  since  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  sitting  in 
lis  Ck>uncil.  The  usual  course  adopted  on 
wty  occasion  has  been  to  read  the  Bill  a 
MX)nd  time,  and  afterwards  to  refer  it  to  the 
'ute  Lands  Committee,  where  it  invariably 
Ddergoes   a  scrutiny  worthy  of  that  Com- 


mittee. I  think  it  would  only  be  fair  that,  in 
the  first  place,  I  should  reply  to  the  few  obser- 
vations made  regarding  this  measure  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Wilson.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  attacks  the  Gtovemment  for 
the  bad  drafting  of  this  Bill.  But  this  Bill  has 
not  been  drafted  by  the  Government :  this  is  a 
Bill  which  has  been  drafted  by  almost  every 
member  of  the  Council.  For  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  talk  about  the  way  in  which  the 
Bill  is  drafted  is  simply  ridiculous.  Let  me 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman  of  a  Bill 
which  he  prepared  some  time  ago.  Here  it  is. 
In  handing  it  to  me — in  pieces — he  wished  me 
to  hand  it  over  to  the  printer.  But  I  have 
kept  it  as  a  curiosity,  and  to  hand  it  down  as  a 
specimen  of  what  can  bo  done  in  the  shape  of 
drafting ;  and,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  think  he  had  better  make  that  observation 
again.  I  now  come  to  the  observations  of  mv 
honourable  and  learned  friend  Sir  Frederiok 
Whitaker.  And  before  I  say  anything  in 
reply  to  that  honourable  gentleman  I  would 
like  to  say  that  I  think  he  has  been  very 
badly  treated  in  this  Council.  There  seems 
to  be  a  sort  of  understanding  on  the  part  ot 
some  members  of  this  Council  that  we  must 
not  dissent  from  anything  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  says,  or  that  ho  recommends  to  be 
carried — that,  because  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  has  said  it,  therefore  it  ought  to  be 
done,  and  that  wo  must  not  go  contrajry  to  his 
wishes  in  regard  to  this  matter  or  that — that, 
in  fact,  we  must  follow  him  blindly.  Now, 
I  am  sure  that  my  honourable  friend  would 
be  the  last  in  the  Council  to  wish  this  to  be 
the  case.  That  he  is  not  perfect,  and  does  not 
pretend  to  be,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he 
has  got  up  in  this  Council  and  admitted  his 
own  shortoomings  in  this  Council  over  and 
over  a^ain.  He  has  gone  very  carefully  over 
this  Bill.  He  has  picked  the  eyes  out  of  it, 
and  hsbs  pointed  out  all  its  defects.  Let  the 
Council  understand  that  1  do  not  mean  to  say 
for  a  moment  that  there  are  not  defects  in 
this  Bill,  or  that  it  is  a  perfect  measure.  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  admitted  that 
he  was  in  office  in  1879.  Let  us  look  at  the 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Act  of  that  year. 
Here  we  find  the  following : — 

"  19.  In  1874  the  Bishop  of  Wellington  wa$ 
informed  that  an  acre  of  land  would  be  granted 
as  a  site  for  an  Episcopalian  church.  But,  by 
regulations  under  *The  New  Zealand  Settle- 
ments Act,  1865,'  religious  bodies  could  only 
purchase  half  an  acre  at  the  upset  price.  The 
Church  authorities  have  purchased  half  of  acre 
No.  185,  and  now  desire  to  purchase  the  re- 
mainder.*' 

The  purchase  was  of  course  authorized. 
Now,  that  is  about  as  pretty  a  thing  as  any 
one  ever  saw.  I  have  several  more  of  them, 
but  I  will  not  follow  the  example  of  my 
honourable  friend.  I  may  remind  him  of  a 
maxim  that  is  known  to  lawyers  —  "  Testis 
monia  jponderanda,  non  numeranda^  sunt" 
When  this  Bill  was  introduced  into  tiiie 
Council  some  one  —  I  think  it  was  the  Hon. 
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the  Speaker— remarked  tbat  it  was  a  class  of 
legislation  tliat  shouJd  not  be  reoommended. 
In  my  place,  on  that  occasion,  I  admitted  that 
I  did  not  agree  with  this  class  of  legislati  n.  I 
do  not  agree  with  it  now.  But  this  Bill  h&s 
gone  through  the  ordeal  of  a  scrutiny  h&  the 
hands  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  of  this 
Council,  and  it  has  also  gone  through  it^  stages 
in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  I 
think  it  should  now  be  allowed  to  pass.  All 
the  evidence  that  could  be  obtained  on  the 
matters  referred  to  was  taken,  and  was  such  as 
to  lead  the  Committee  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Bill,  in  respect  to  the  matters 
now  contained  in  it,  was  an  essentially  neces- 
sary one.  My  honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  says  this  is  a  class  of  legislation  that 
is  unknown  in  any  other  part  of  the  world ;  but 
he  shares  the  credit  of  having  continued  this 
kind  of  legislation,  and  says  that  the  credit 
of  tho  invention  of  the  columns  belongs  ;to  a 
colleague  of  his.  Then  he  goes  on  to  quarrel 
with  the  legislation  because  the  number  of 
pages  and  clauses  increases,  and  he  argues 
that  therefore  it  is  a  bad  Bill.  That  is  a  line 
of  argument  which,  I  am  sure,  my  honour- 
able friend  would  not  admit  for  a  moment  if 
it  Were  adopted  by  anybody  else.  He  further 
said  that  nobody  looked  for  an  alteration 
in  tho  law  in  such  a  Bill  as  this.  It  is  well 
known  among  lawyers  that,  if  you  cannot  find 
a  certain  thing  in  the  Acts  specially  relating 
to  it,  the  proper  course  is  to  look  in  the  SpecicJ 
Powers  and  Contracts  Acts ;  so  that  in  that 
respect  I  do  not  think  my  honourable  friend  is 
altogether  correct.  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  agree  to  lay  this  Bill  aside. 
Bills  of  this  character  have  been  introduced 
into  the  Assembly  from  time  to  time  ever  since 
the  abolition  of  the  provinces.  It  is  quite  true 
that  most  of  the  obligations  which  were  then 
incurred  are  now  pretty  well  settled ;  and  I 
hope  we  shall  not  have  much  more  of  this 
kind  of  legislation.  But  I  trust  the  Council 
will  follow  the  example  that  has  always  been 
followed  in  previous  years,  and  allow  this  Bill 
to  undergo  a  second  reading.  With  reference 
to  the  matters  contained  in  this  Bill,  some  are 
of  a  private,  some  of  a  personal,  some  of  a 
local,  and  some  of  a  general  character;  and  I 
hope  the  Council  will,  in  tho  exorcise  of  its 
rights,  do  what  it  has  done  before  in  regard  to 
sucli  matters.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  wish 
to  find  fault  with  the  Council  for  enterin,<?  its 
protest  to-night  against  this  class  of  legislation. 
I  have  said  before  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of  it, 
and  never  was  ;  but,  considering  the  nature  of 
the  contents  of  the  Bill,  I  do  hope  that  the 
Council  will,  on  this  occasion,  allow  the  Bill  to 
go  into  Committee. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  11. 
Acland  Dignan  Rej-nolds 

Barnicoat  Lahmann  Taiaroa 

Bathgate  ^lartin  Wigley. 

Buckley  Reeves 

Hon.  Mr,  Buckley 


Noes,  15. 

Chambezlln       McXiean  RhTin»ti 

Frasei  Miller  Swiosa 

Grace  Pollen  WaSka 

Johnson,  G.B.  Bobinson  Whitaksr 

Kenny  Shephard  WHsgb. 

Majozity  against,  4. 
Bill  laid  aside. 

HABBOURS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  broa^Qp:b& 
lowing  report  of  the  Manages  d  sbefii 
Conference  on  the  snbject  of  the  nmaiaai 
in  the  Harbours  Bill : — 

**  In  clause  16  it  was  agreed  to  isseit  lita 
*  ferryboat,'  the  words  *  when  actoaUy  m^i 
vessel.' 

"  In  respect  to  clause  23,  it  was  agtudii 
the  rate  should  remain  as  fixed  by  thela 
of  Representatives. 

"  In  clause  24  it  was  agreed  to  add  ^isM 
ing  goods  consigned  to  and  the  jptogsttj  d  ik 
Colonial  Government.' 

"  In  clauses  26,  27,  28,  and  29,  it  ^ns  agsri 
to  add  the  following  i>roviso:  *  Provided  iln^ 
that  clauses  twenty-six,  twenty-sevoi,  tcat^ 
eight,  and  twenty-nine  shall  not  comi  itt 
operation  except  upon  a  i>etiti<m  s^sed^i 
majority  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  Moeraii  fii 
ing  of  the  Waitaki  County,  and  of  t]»  ote- 
payors  of  the  Borough  of  Hampden.' " 

Report  agreed  to. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  RECREATION  RE- 
SERVE BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  seeaii 
reading  of  the  New  Plymouth  EecrestaaBe- 
serve  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  said  toiKS&I 
which  it  had  been  decided  was  a  Iflcil  SS. 
There  had  been  a  great  division  of  opinia^ 
it.  The  Bill  had  been  virtually  droH»d,» 
was  now  reintroduced  by  some  ™ys^^^**^ 
rangement.  Tho  suspension  of  the  Stew 
Orders  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Ccaflj 
he  contended,  applied  to  Government BfiSB 
Government  Bills  only.  He  would  thereaR 
like  to  ask  the  ruling  of  theChairastowlMaet 
this  motion  could  be  put.  ^ 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING.SPEAKEK.-J1«9 

is  no  doubt  that  this  Bill  is  a  local  BE  ««* 
referred  to  Committee  B,  and  was  reported  a 
by  that  Committee  on  the  6th  July  last 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  the  ail  «* 
originally  sent  up  to  the  Council,  andjj» 
local  Bill,  and  its  second  reading  was  moral  8y 
the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  h^ 
way  or  other  it  had  remained,  he  aidj* 
know  where,  for  some  considerable  fciinfi ;  "^ 
had  been  discovered,  and  he  had  to  req^ 
that  it  should  be  passed  into  law  now.  i» 
amendment  in  the  Bill  was  a  compronu*  ^■ 
rived  at  between  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  the  mM^ 
in  which  this  BiU  had  been  lost  m^J^ 
highly  reprehensible,  and  some  6^°*^ 
ought  to  be  given  as  to  where  it  had  been. 

The  Hon.  Sir   F.  WHITAKEB  tho#3 
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ma  only  reasonablo  that  tho  Council  Rhould 
expect  some  explanation  on  tliis  subject  from 
the  honourable  member  who  had  had  charge 
of  this  Bill.  He  bad  been  asked,  originally,  to 
assist  in  carrying  the  Bill  through  the  Council 
by  Major  Atkinson.  He  took  charge  of  the 
Bill,  and  there  was  a  very  strong  opposition  to 
it.  It  was  read,  however,  a  second  time,  and 
then  referred  to  a  Committee,  of  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Beeves  was  Chairman.  As  the  Bill 
originally  stood  neither  party  was  anxious  for 
it,  and  on  considering  the  matter  he  thought  he 
would  be  able  to  redraft  the  Bill  and  eSect  a 
compromise.  He  did  so,  and,  with  one  excep- 
tion, he  believed  the  Committee  thought  it  was 
a  reasonable  arrangement  of  tho  whole  matter. 
Then  a  difficulty  arose,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  Bill  should  be  considered  by  the  Town 
Council  of  New  Plymouth.  After  that  he 
heard  no  more  about  it  till  last  evening.  He 
then  found  that  the  Government  had  taken 
the  matter  np,  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
a  thing  that  ought  to  be  settled  and  be  got  out 
of  the  way  by  tho  Bill  being  carried  through. 
At  the  present  time  it  was  not  his  Bill:  he 
was  not  in  charge  of  it.  The  Government  had 
taken  it  up,  and  desired  that  it  should  pass  in 
order  to  get  it  out  of  the  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  said  a  good  deal  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  was  news  to  him,  and  news  of  an 
agreeable  nature.  As  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee he  was  aware  of  the  circumstances  that 
had  been  explained  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker,  but  he  was  not  aware,  till  informed 
just  now,  that  a  compromise  had  been  arrived 
at  between  the  parties  who  were  opposed  on 
a  certain  clause  of  this  Bill ;  and  it  surprised 
him,  because  Major  Atkinson  had  consulted 
him  on  this  particular  clause,  and  had  tried 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  other 
parties,  but  had  failed  to  do  so ;  and  since 
then  ho  had  never  heard  any  more  of  the  Bill 
or  of  this  clause  till  he  saw  that  an  amend- 
ment had  been  added  to  the  Bill  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. According  to  his  recollection  of  the  dif- 
ference between  tho  parties,  this  amendment 
would  not  be  at  all  a  satisfactory  one ;  and, 
milcss  he  had  the  x>ositive  assurance  of  his 
honourable  friend — and  he  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  quite  positively  of 
the  compromise — he  should  feel  bound  to  op- 
pose it.  If  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
was  certain  of  the  fact  that  this  clause  which 
was  about  to  be  introduced  was  the  effect  of 
a  compromise  between  those  parties,  then  by  all 
means  let  the  Bill  proceed  without  any  further 
discussion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  speaking  to  a  point 
of  order,  had  not  the  least  objection  to  the  Bill 
being  allowed  to  proceed,  but  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  give  notice  for  its 
second  reading  for  the  following  Monday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  had  no  objec- 
tion to  follow  that  course.  The  only  difficulty 
-was  this :  If  the  second  reading  were  delayed, 
then  he  would  run  a  risk  of  losing  tho  Bill  this 
session.    There  could  be  no  objection  to  the 


clause  which  was  to  be  inserted.  He  moved^ 
That  the  second  reading  be  made  an  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  he  had 
only  stated  what  had  been  stated  to  him  about 
the  compromise.  Whether  a  oompromise  was 
actually  come  to  or  not  he  did  not  know.  After 
the  matter  was  referred  to  New  Pljrmouth  he 
had  not  heard  anything  of  this  Bill  till  last 
evening,  when  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Samuel  that 
a  compromise  had  been  come  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  thought  it  would  be 
as  well  if  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  would 
not  press  this  Bill.  The  introduction  of  Mr. 
Samuel's  name  in  the  matter  pretty  well  satis- 
fied him  that  no  compromise  had  really  been 
entered  into.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
originally  had  charge  of  this  Bill  had  stated 
that  he  was  not  clearly  aware  that  a  compro- 
mise had  been  come  to.  The  fact  of  Mr. 
Samuel's  name  being  introduced,  who  had  all 
along  carefully  kept  aloof  in  this  matter,  satis- 
fied him,  or,  at  any  rate,  made  him  suspect  very 
strongly,  that  no  compromise  had  been  come 
to  between  the  two  parties  in  New  Plymouth. 
Moreover,  the  very  nature  of  the  amend- 
ment that  was  proposed  seemed  to  point  in 
the  same  direction.  There  was  a  want  of 
finality  and  definiteness  about  it.  The  two 
parties  to  this  little  difference  held  very  strong 
opinions,  and  the  whole  matter  turned  on  the 
appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenues.  Now, 
the  amendment  in  this  Bill  left  the  matter 
exactly  where  it  stood  before.  He  thought  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  take  his  ad- 
vice— and,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  he 
had  paid  some  little  attention  to  this  matter, 
which,  though  it  might  be  considered  a  small 
matter  by  some,  was  not  a  little  matter  to 
the  persons  concerned,  and  had  created  a  great 
deal  of  feeling— he  would  allow  the  Bill  to  drop. 
Doubtless,  these  gentlemen  would  then  settle 
the  matter  between  themselves  during  the 
recess,  and  they  would  bring  in  a  Bill  next  ses- 
sion which  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
To  press  the  Bill  through  with  an  amendment 
of  the  kind  proposed  would  satisfy  no  one,  and 
practically,  he  believed,  to  do  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  Standing  Orders  in  reference  to 
local  Bills.  It  was  hard  to  conceive  how  this 
Bill  had  suddenly  become  a  Government  mea- 
sure, and  he  did  not  think  it  was  to  the  credit 
of  the  Legislature  that  it  should  be  transformed 
in  that  way.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  would  adopt  the  course  that  had 
been  suggested. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  to  postpone  tho  matter  till  Monday. 
If  it  was  then  found,  from  any  cause,  that  it 
was  undesirable  to  proceed  with  the  Bill,  he 
should  not  press  it  unduly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  thought,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  very  strong  feeling  about  the 
question,  which  appeared  to  be  a  burning  one 
locally,  it  was  undesirable  the  Bill  should  be 
proceeded  with  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, when  the  Council  could  not  go  into  the 
matter  very  carefully.  He  did  not  think  the 
proposed  settlement  would  be  any  settlement 
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at  all.    He  thought  it,  on  all  accounts,  desizable 
to  postpone  the  matter. 

Order  for  the  second  reading  discharged  and 
made  an  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  min- 
utes to  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Saturday t  14th  Augiistf  1886, 


Field-ofEicers— Martin's  Bay  and  West  Coast  Mail 
Service— Special  Sottloments— Gaol  and  Lunatic- 
Asylam  Attendants  —  Agent-General — Owhaoko 
and  Kaimanawa-Oruamatna  Beinvestigation  of 


Title  Bill— Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill— Supply- 
Parliament  Buildings— Supply— Harbours  Bill— 
Bailways  Authorizauon  and  Management  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chaii  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIELD-OFFICERS. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  Defence  Minis- 
ter, If  he  will  embody  in  the  new  Volunteer 
Regulations  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  all  rifle 
battalions  of  six  companies  and  over  shall  be 
entitled  to  their  proper  number  of  field-ofl&cers 
^-namely,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors, 
and  one  adjutant — as  recommended  by  Colonel 
Whitmore,  Commander  of  the  Forces,  in  his 
report  laid  before  Parliament  last  year  ?  He 
understood  that  the  Minister  had  framed  new 
regulations  for  the  Volunteers  and  Militia 
throughout  the  colony,  and  he  was  rather 
anxious  to  call  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to  this  question  of  officers.  He  saw 
that  there  had  been  some  dispute  and  corre- 
spondence in  Wellington  on  the  subject,  and 
he  wished  to  bo  allowed  to  express  an  opinion 
—  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  fully  shared  —  that  it  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  have  a  proper  staff  of 
officers.  He  was  very  glad  to  see  that  the  force 
was  now  being  officered  by  gentlemen  who  were 
properly  examined  before  appointment.  The 
difficulty  they  had  experienced  in  the  old  days 
was  not  in  getting  men,  but  in  obtaining  compe- 
tent officers  to  handle  them.  He  just  wished 
to  express  his  view  for  what  it  was  worth — 
that  it  was  very  desirable  the  force  should  be 
rather  over-  than  under-officered,  so  that  value 
might  be  got .  for  the  expenditure.  It  was 
most  important  to  have  efficient  officers,  espe- 
cially in  the  higher  grades. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  calling  attention  to 
the  matter.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  de- 
partment to  issue  new  regulations  immediately 
after  the  session,  which  would  provide  for 
battalion  officers  as  suggested. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  when  the  new 
regulations  were  likely  to  be  issued. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  not  state  the  exact 
time ;  but  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  session 
they  would  be  submitted  to  all  the  Volunteer 
officers  for  their  remarks  and  suggestions  be- 
fore being  finally  issued. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat 


MARTIN'S  BAY  AND  WEST  COAST  MAIL 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Goldflelds  Committee  n 
extending  steam  -  communication  to  Martin's 
Bay  and  West  Coast  sounds?  There  was  a 
service  now  from  Hokitika  to  Jackson's  Bay, 
receiving  a  considerable  subsidy  from  tiie  Go> 
vemment.  He  desired,  and  the  Goldfiddi 
Committee  had  recommended,  that  the  serriee 
should  be  extended  down  the  coast  and  lotmd, 
say,  to  Dunedin.  He  thought  that  that  ooold 
easily  be  done  by  an  arrangement  with  one  of 
the  shipping  companies  or  the  owners  of  small 
steamers.  At  the  present  time  residents  in 
Dusky  Bay  and  in  the  sounds  possessed  no 
means  of  communication  with  the  onter  world, 
and  a  number  of  prospectors  at  Dusky  Bay 
were  as  long  as  six  months  without  seeing 
an  other  living  soul — quite  isolated.  The  wotett 
of  the  sounds  teemed  with  fish,  and  there  wen 
numerous  places  where  settlement  could  take 
place,  of  which  a  great  many  people  wonkl 
avail  themselves  if  opportunities  were  given  to 
settle  there,  and  if  the  Government  would  oila 
facilities  for  regular  steam-communication  to 
be  established.  A  settlement  had  been  esta- 
blished a  great  many  ^ears  ago  at  Martin's  Bay, 
but  through  the  crimmal  neglect  of  Uie  Govern- 
ment it  had  been  almost  allowed  to  fade  out  of 
existence.  A  number  of  people,  however,  were 
still  there,  and  there  would  be  more  there  and 
elsewhere  if  the  Government  would  grant  the 
reasonable  request  of  the  Goldfields  Committee, 
and  which  he  now  preferred. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  question  was^  one  that 
the  Government  recognized  the  importance  cf, 
and  which  they  would  look  into.  Of  course 
it  was  a  question  of  cost,  and  he  was  not  clear 
whether  the  honourable  member's  idea  was  to 
have  a  service  between  Dunedin  and  the  West 
Coast,  with  an  extension  northwards,  or  whether 
he  wished  it  to  be  in  connection  with  Grey- 
mouth  and  Hokitika,  and  round  to  Dunedin. 
The  service  now  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
Government  desired  to  make  it  of  a  more  re- 
liable character. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  it  was  a  matter  of  in- 
difierenoe  to  him  which  way  the  service  went, 
so  long  as  it  connected  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Island  with  the  service  that  now  went  to 
Jackson's  Bay. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  remarked  that  there  was 
a  vote  on  the  estimates  for  £1,800  for  a  steams 
service  between  Hokitika  and  Jackson's  Bay, 
and  that  ought  to  secure  the  service  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  wanted. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  present  service  was 
unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
bar  harbours  which  had  to  be  served  ;  but  the 
Government  would  do  all  that  they  could  to  get 
a  regular  service,  and  to  get  the  service  whick 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  desired. 

SPECIAL  SETTLEMENTS. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  GovezmneoC, 
Whether  they  are  prepared  to  assure  the  HooBe 
that  they  will  recommend  for  adopti^an  nol 
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a:x  tlie  purchase  of  land  for  special  settle- 
s  In.  suitable  localities,  -when  such  pur- 
i  IxaiS  been  advised  by  the  Waste  Lands 
38  of  the  colony  ?  He  had  meant  to  move 
»tioxi.  on  the  subject  on  going  into  Com- 
>e  of  Supply,  but,  to  save  the  time  of  the 
le,  lie  had  given  up  that  intention,  and 
BL&ked  this  question  instead.  He  believed 
Ajority  of  members  -would  agree  that  it 
flbdvisable  some  action  should  be  taken  in 
fCLB  parts  of  the  colony  near  the  centres  of 
Iftition,  under  the  Land  Act,  for  the  pur- 

of  establishing  special  village  settlements. 
Loped  a  favourable  reply  could  be  given. 
r«  SALLANGE  wa^  afraid  he  could  not 

tlie  honourable  gentleman  the  assurance 
rould  like  to  have.  It  was  a  very  large 
(tion,  involving  the  resumption  of  private 
L,  «Jid  it  was  surrounded  by  very  great  diffi- 
ies.  He  proposed,  however,  to  consider  the 
tex  caxefully  during  the  recess,  and  to  bring 
n  proposals  on  it  next  session. 
jf-  O'CALLAGHAN  said  it  appeared  to  him 
b  the  legislation  in  the  Land  Act  was  fully 
Buate  to  meet  this  question,  which  was  of 
Sh.  greater  importance  than  the  honourable 
tlexnan  seemed  to  suppose.  The  honour- 
3  gentleman  thought  the  Land  Act  did  not 
)  power  to  deal  with  it  as  it  ought  to  be  dealt 
h ;  while  the  fact  was  that  full  power  was 
an  by  that  Act. 

Oli  AND  LUNATIC-ASYLUM  ATTEND- 
ANTS. 
dx.  0*CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government, 
lether,  during  the  recess,  they  will  take  into 
isideration  the  great  disparity  which  exists 
*weeii  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  gaol 
zders  and  those  of  lunatic-asylum  attend- 
ts,  as  shown  in  a  return  laid  before  the 
juse  this  session,  with  the  object  of  providing 
Eit  a  more  uniform  system  of  payment  may 

adopted  towards  these  two  classes  of  em- 
;>y68,  whose  duties  are  equally  onerous  and  in 
any  respects  similar?  He  had  frequently 
ought  this  matter  before  the  House ;  but  the 
turn  laid  on  the  table  this  session  showed 
lat  there  still  existed  a  remarkable  disparity, 
Qounting,  in  fact,  to  something  like  £40  or  £50 
long  the  average  from  the  highest  to  the 
vest,  between  the  salaries  paid  to  gaol  attend- 
its  and  those  paid  to  attendants  in  lunatic 
jylums.  It  was  very  advisable  that  the  matter 
lould  be  put  on  a  proper  basis,  and  he  hoped 
le  Government  would,  during  the  recess,  en- 
eavour  to  arrive  at  some  more  equitable 
rstem. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  this  question  was  one  which 
fieoted  not  only  his  department,  but  also  that 
f  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  he  would  confer 
rith  his  colleague  during  the  recess,  and  see 
rhat  could  be  done. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government, 
BThether  it  is  their  intention  to  renew  the 
mgagement  with  Sir  F.  D.  Bell  as  Agcnt- 
Qeneral  ?  Many  people  were  anxious  to  know 
irbether  the  Government  were  going  to  renew 


their  engagement  with  a  gentleman  whose 
services  were  very  highly  appreciated,  and  he 
should  be  glad  if  the  Government  was  able  to 
give  the  House  any  information  on  the  subject. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL  had  to  say  the  Government 
recognized  the  excellent  services  rendered  by 
the  Agent-General,  and  proposed  to  ask  him  to 
extend  the  term  of  his  engagement  by  two 
years. 

OWHAOKO   AND   KAIMANAWA-ORUAMA^ 

TUA     REINVESTIGATION     OF     TITLE 

BILL. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — In  reference  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  Com- 
mittee, I  beg  to  move,  That  this  Bill,  which 
has  been  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  be 
now  read  a  second  time  ;  and  I  propose  to  ask 
that  it  be  committed  after  Order  of  the  Day 
No.  1.  It  is  intended  that  the  Bill  shall  contain 
a  proviso  to  clause  2  so  as  to  give  protection  to 
the  lessees  of  the  reserves,  as  the  report  of  the 
Conunittee  does  not  aHect  the  lessees,  and  it 
was  proposed  that  they  should  not  suffer  in 
consequence  of  any  alteration  of  the  title  to 
this  land.  I  move  the  second  rea.ding  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  CONOLLY.— I  have  no  doubt  the  Bill 
will  substantially  carry  out  the  report  of  the 
Committee ;  but  there  will  be  a  necessity  for 
amending  the  precunble.  The  preamble  of  the 
Bill  conveys,  to  my  mind,  imputations  against 
the  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court  which 
the  Committee  certainly  does  not  agree  with. 
I  shall  therefore — if  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  does  not  move  the  amend- 
ment of  the  preamble — move  an  amendment 
so  that  nothing  of  the  kind  shall  be  conveyed. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  think  the  Bill,  with  some 
slight  amendments,  will  carry  out  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and,  after  the  full  considcra^ 
tion  it  has  received,  I  think  perhaps  there  is 
no  great  objection  to  the  Bill  being  passed,  even 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  There  is  one 
distinction  in  the  report  that  probably  has 
failed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Native 
Minister.  The  point  is  this  :  that,  whereas  in 
the  case  of  Owhaoko  the  reconamendation  is 
that  there  should  be  a  rehearing  ordered, 
in  the  case  of  the  Kaimanawa  Block  the  re- 
port simply  sets  out  that  a  primd  facie  case 
for  rehearmg  has  been  made  out.  Now,  a 
prima  facie  case  is  not  usually  taken  as  suf- 
ficient to  justify  legislation ;  and,  therefore, 
what  is  in  my  mind,  and  certainly  was  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  that,  whilst  in  the  first  case  there 
ought  to  be  a  rehearing  secured  by  legislation, 
a  distinction  should  be  made  in  the  second 
case,  and  that  merely  an  extension  of  time 
should  be  granted  to  make  application  to  the 
constituted  authority  for  the  granting  of  a  re- 
hearing. The  reason  is  this:  The  Committee 
of  the  House,  speaking  generally,  is  certainly 
incompetent  to  go  sufficiently  into  questions 
of  Native  title  to  lead  it  to  any  distinct  con- 
clusion as  to  title ;  and  so,  speaking  gene- 
rally, the  Committee  is  not  in  a  position  to 
recommend  rohcarings.    There  is  a  constituted 
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authority  appointed  by  law  for  tho  purpose  of 
conBidi'iin^'  iiuestions  of  rehoaring,  and  I  appre- 
hend that  thu  Committoe  of  the  House  should, 
in  all  ordinary  circuuu>tance8,  merely  extend 
the  period  for  making  application  to  the  con- 
stituted authority.  In  one  of  these  cases  the 
Comniitteo  distinctly  recommend  the  gnuiting 
of  a  reliearir.g ;  but  there  is  this  very  excep- 
tional feature  in  connection  with  it:  that  all  the 
author; ties  were  agreed  that  in  the  Owhaoko 
case  a  n-hearing  should  be  granted :  the  Minis- 
tor  iii  whono  pjwer  tho  decision  at  one  time 
wa**,  the  Chief  Judge,  and  tho  hearing  Judge 
agriT'l  that  a  rehearing  should  bo  granted;  so 
that  tlie  Committee  infringed  no  general  rule 
in  recommending  that  a  rehearing  be  granted, 
but  sii.i])ly  aiVirmod  the  opinion  of  the  consti- 
tuted authority  upon  tho  question.  In  the 
othvr  ca.ie,  however,  the  Committee  only  state 
that  a  }trimi\  facie  case  has  been  made  out ; 
and  I  should  recommend  that  a  distinction 
bo  ma.le  in  dealing  with  these  cases,  and 
that  in  the  Kaimanawa  case  an  extension  of 
time  he  granted  to  make  application  to  the 
Chief  Judge  for  a  rehearing ;  and  the  Chief 
Judj:e  iin'ght  take  further  evidence  beyond  tho 
priuu'i  jdcic  evidence  which  is  set  out  in  the 
report  as  having  been  taken  by  the  Committee. 
I  recoiuinend  that  to  the  attention  of  the 
honour.ihio  member  as  a  matter  of  some  im- 
port Uico  of  general  principle — not  only  in  refer- 
cu'--'  to  t'.iis  particular  case,  but  in  reference 
to  tL«^  gfucral  principle  that  a  Committee  of 
thi.N  I  I'm; so  is  scarcely  competent  to  go  into 
que--..on.4  of  Native  title,  and,  moreover,  from 
the  fAv-'t  that  tho  Committee  has  only  professed 
toccr.io  to  a  conclusiou  up<in  privui  facie  ovi- 
denc'L-.  and  pritiui  facie  evidence  should  not  be 
held  t>  juatify  distinct  legislation  by  this 
House. 

Mr.  B-\LLANCr:.— I  see  the  distinction  the 
honor.rable  gonlleman  has  made;  but  I  am 
not  sure  that  he  has  altogL-ther  established  the 
princijjlo,  because  this  is  anextraor^linary  case, 
and  we  are  really  proceedir.g  by  legislation  to 
alter  the  decisions  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  i>RYCE. — lu  tho  Owhaoko  case  evcry- 
bo.ly  a.;reed  that  there  should  be  a  rehearing ; 
but.  for  some  reason  it  is  not  necessary  to  go 
into  now,  the  rehearing  did  not  take  place. 

Mr.  li ALL ANCE. — I  see  the  distinction,  but 
T  do  n  )t  think  it  warrants  any  alteration  in 
the  r^ill,  because  the  conclusion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  is  a  pritud  facie  case  would 
really  bo  a  direction  to  tho  Court  to  rehear  it. 
I  tlii'iik  it  would  virtually  amormt  to  that,  and 
I  da  r.ot  think  tho  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  C\)urt  would  refuse  to  rehear  this  case 
after  that  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee.  Wo  havo  devoted  so  much 
time  to  taking  evidence  before  the  Committee 
for  tho  purpose  of  elucidating  these  cases  that 
I  think  it  is  better  to  provide  for  rehearing  in 
all  the  cases.  I  quite  agree  with  the  principle 
the  honourable  gentleman  laid  down,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  that  where  a  Committee 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tlicro  is  a  j>n'«i« 
facie  case  to  warrant  a  rehearing,  the  time 
might  bo  cxteiiJed  to  enable  the  Court  to  hear 
Mr,  Bnjce 


f turther  applications  with  regud  to  zebak  I 
That  is,  no  doubt,  a  very  important  praali 
With  regard  u>  the  remarks  of  the  hosaw 
member  for  Picton  about  the  pnK^I 
shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  receive  fea  la 
any  amendment  which  he  thinks  vnHmnf^ 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  immttf 
stigma  which  might  be  implied  inthif»> 
amble.  If  the  honourable  member  rl  m 
up  his  amendments,  I  will  consider  theat 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— Before  the  Ordmih 
Day  are  called  on,  I  should  like  to  »j  aa 
as  I  reported  last  evening,  the  HaiagEissB 
not  boon  able  to  agree  on  the  Loeal  5(^ 
Loans  Bill ;  and  as,  if  this  Bill  is  notoairi 
even  in  its  present  shape,  all  BoadBoudsr- 
be  prohibited  from  getting  any  advuitai|£i3i 
the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodie  Bl, 
but  will  be  forced  either  to  anmlgaimfe  ^ 
counties  or  to  go  without  any  of  the  adiano^ 
of  the  provisions  of  that  Bill,  I  think  itisnate 
to  place  them  in  that  position,  and  thsek, 
though  I  do  not  agree  with  the  ameadasiB 
made  by  the  Council,  I  think  it  besttoaMf 
them  this  year,  so  as  not  to  prevent  thoseBoaa 
from  getting  some  aid  in  carrying  on  oolofiiiaf 
operations.  I  move,  That  the  amendmecttse 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAC  ARTHUR.— This  appeanttW 
to  be  a  very  much  more  serious  a&ir  tha 
members  of  the  House  generaJly  are  awa*- 
Hcre  is  a  Bill  containing  an  importwtpBl 
of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Gotenaaft 
which  has  been  amended  in  a  nul  pB«  ^ 
the  Upper  House.  Now,  all  precedenS«J 
this  matter  at  Home  show  that  the  flo3S8 - 
Commons  has  been  very  jealoOB  of  anyaaas- 
ment  by  the  Lords  of  any  Bill  relating  tofcai 
taxation.  They  will  not  allow  die  ^^ 
interfere  in  any  way  with  a  Bill  psssedj?** 
Lower  House  imposing  local  taxation, ««« J 
to  the  levying,  collecting,  or  expending  it  "■ 
true  there  are  no  precedents  exactlj  DeinE| 
this  particular  point,  that  a  majority  sjoii» 
required  to  carry  a  proposal  for  a  ^j*\?L 
pay  interest  and  sinking  fund  upon  a  "^^^ 
that  arises  from  the  different  cirettiB5a»o 
that  exist  here  from  those  in  Eng^  * 
Home  the  rate  is  imposed  by  the  H(^ 
Commons  itself  by  a  Bill,  and  not  oj^^i 
of  the  ratepayers  as  in  New  2^*^;^^ 
maintain  that  there  is  no  essentiAl  difls^ 
If  we,  as  the  representative  House,  cBO^^ 
delegate  our  power  to  tax  to  a  o^^v*^^ 
the  community,  and  to  leave  ifc^'fifLt 
whether  they  should  be  taxed  o^.f^nf  tbii 
tain  it  is  a  breach  of  the  pn'^'««»  * 
House  for  the  other  Chamber  1 
Bill  in  any  way.  I  fully  admit 
mier  said  just  now  —  that  ^^^"'-goi^ 
inconvenient  for  Road  Boards,  Kiver  ^ 
and  Town  Boards  to  bo  ^^^^^^^^ 
operation  of  the  Government  Y^-qjjjj^ 
Bodies  Bill  by  the  rejection  ot  tw ^ ^  ^ 
gether.  I  fullv  admit  that  inoonjeni^ .  ^ 
shall  bo  glad  "to  see  it  obviated, 
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is  a  higher  ground  to  take  over  and  above 
that  inconyenience,  and,  in  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  I  maintain  that  we  are  creating 
a  precedent  which  the  other  Chamber  can 
qaote  for  years  against  the  privileges  of  this 
House.  Although  it  would  be  an  extreme  mea- 
sure, I  should  like  to  see  this,  as  an  important 
part  of  the  financisd  proposals  of  the  Goyem- 
ment,  tacked  on  to  the  Appropriation  Bill.  I 
should  like  to  hear  your  ruling.  Sir,  as  to  the 
question  of  privilege,  and  as  to  whether  I  am 
correct  in  what  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — If  any  honourable  member 
thought  this  was  a  matter  of  the  infringement 
oi  the  privileges  of  the  House,  it  should  have 
been  raised  as  such  before  the  matter  was 
made  the  subject  of  a  Conference.  But,  having 
adopted  that  course,  it  is  now  too  late  to 
raise  the  question  of  privilege.  Even  if  it  had 
been  raised  in  time,  I  should  have  had  very 
great  doubt  as  to  whether  I  could  have  held 
that  our  privileges  were  infringed.  I  have 
bean  watching  those  Bills  very  carefully,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  rating-powers. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— After  your  ruling,  Sir, 
I  cannot  go  any  further ;  but  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  add  to  their  motion  some  proviso 
that  will  show  that  we  do  not  in  this  House 
waive  any  of  our  privileges. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  wish  to  express  my  regret 
that  we  have  either  to  abandon  this  Bill  or  to 
accept  the  amendment.    Here  is  a  Bill  of  a 
most  valuable  nature,  the  operation  of  which 
will  be,  at  any  rate,  very  much  crippled,  if  not 
rendered  almost  useless,  by  this  amendment — 
an  amendment  which,  I  tsbke  leave  to  think, 
is  not  sanctioned  upon  any  principle  of  logic 
&at  con  be  found.    The  amendment  provides 
that  persons  who  are  dead  and  persons  who  are 
absent  shall  be  taken  as  voting  against  a  loan. 
Such  a  principle  is  pernicious  and  mischievous 
in  the  last  degree.     It  is  quite  possible  that 
absentees  may  wish  that  the  loan  should  be 
granted ;  but  there  is  no  opportunity  given  to 
item   to  vote  in  its   favour.     On  the  other 
hand,  if  they  are  unfavourable  to  the  loan  I 
think  they  should  take  the  trouble  to  be  repre- 
Bcnted  and  vote,  if  such  is  practicable.    Those 
industrious  persons  who  have  charge  of  the 
progress  of  the  vetrious  districts  should  not  find 
sacn  an  impediment  placed  in  their  way ;  for 
ihey  are  confronted  with  the  opposition  of  those 
who  sleep  and  enjoy  themselves,  whilst  others 
are  working  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  ]9ro- 
perty.     The  principle  is  exceedingly  mischiev- 
ous.    It  not  only  encourages  absenteeism,  but 
it  encourages  persons  to  allow  their  properties 
to  lie  idle,  so  that  others  may  work  and  toil 
for  their  benefit,  they  having  to  do  no  work,  but 
receiving  the  advantage  and  the  good  which 
comes  to  them.     We  offered  various  compro- 
mises ;    but  none  were  accepted,  and  we  are 
therefore  obliged  to  accept  this.    The  amend- 
ment is  exceedingly  mischievous,  because,  in 
addition  to  the  evils  I  have  described,  those  who 
may  be  opposed  to  the  proposed  loan,  and  who 
wish  to  avoid  the  odium  of  giving  effect  to  their 
opinions,  are  encouraged  not  to  take  part  in 
local  affairs,  because  their  votes,  without  being 


given,  are  recorded  against  the  proposal.  It  is 
remarkable  also  that  this  has  been  modified  in 
the  case  of  the  Counties  Bill,  while  all  attempts 
at  compromise  which  have  been  offered  in  this 
case  have  been  obstinately  refused.  I  only 
accept  the  amendment  as  the  choice  of  two 
evils.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  find  a  more  liberal  view  taken  else- 
where of  the  functions  and  duties  of  local 
government. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  quite  agree  with 
all  that  has  been  said.  We  decid^  in  this 
House  which  was  the  proper  way  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  ratepayers  respecting  loans; 
and  the  alteration  made  in  another  place  will 
in  many  cases  prevent  local  bodies  from  ob- 
taining a  loan  for  necessary  works.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  other  House  has  a  right 
to  exercise  its  judgment,  provided  that  it  does 
not  invade  our  privileges ;  and,  however  much 
we  deprecate  an  opinion  different  from  ours, 
yet,  since  they  have  a  right  to  express  it  and 
put  it  upon  record  in  the  Bill,  we  cannot  say 
that  that  House  hsbs  gone  outside  the  scope  of 
its  duties,  and  we  have  no  alternative  but  to 
drop  the  Bill  or  to  agree  to  their  views.  If  it 
had  been  a  question  of  privilege,  I  can  say  for 
myself,  and,  I  think,  for  the  other  Managers, 
that  we  would  not  have  recommended  the 
giving-up  of  a  single  iota.  I  think  the  time  is 
approaching  when  we  shall  have  to  take  a  very 
firm  stand,  and,  if  we  cannot  carry  oub  our 
measures  by  appealing  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
other  place — if  they  will  insist  upon  making 
such  alterations  as  effectually  defeat  the  ob- 
jects of  our  money  Bills — we  shaJl  have  to 
consider  whether  we  should  not  send  those 
Bills  along  with  the  Appropriation  Bill ;  and» 
whatever  the  consequences  may  be,  we  shall 
feel  that  we  have  done  our  duty. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  say  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  question,  and  I  do  not  think  I  did 
question,  the  right  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  the  alteration.  I  spoke  in 
sorrow,  not  in  anger. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  do  not  know  why  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  speak  in  sorrow, 
because  it  is  not  a  question  of  privilege  or  no 
privilege.    I  cannot  regard  it  as  a  question  of 

Erivilege  at  all.  There  is  no  attempt  to  impose 
urdens  on  the  people  by  the  act  of  the  other 
House,  and  they  have  not  interfered  with  our 
privileges  in  the  slightest  degree ;  and,  instead 
of  imposing  burdens,  it  is  rather  in  the  opposite 
direction.  The  difference  between  the  Treasurer 
and  myself  is  this :  He  seems  to  think  that  to 
give  facilities  for  borrowing  in  every  direction 
is  a  thing  that,  by  all  means,  we  should  do ;  I 
believe  that,  as  the  guardians  of  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  it  is  our  business  to  interpose  in 
every  possible  way  every  legitimate  obstacle  we 
can  to  this  borrowing.  People  are  always  fond 
of  borrowing ;  the  difficulty  is  when  they  have 
to  repay.  As  long  as  we  can  borrow  with 
facility,  we  can  get  plenty  of  votes  throughout 
the  country  to  enable  the  local  authorities  to 
borrow.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  thing  that  the 
number  of  voters  has  been  increased  from  one- 
third  to  one-half.     With  regard  to  the  dead* 
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people  that  are  talked  of,  there  are  very  few  on 
our  local  rolls.  We  know  that  there  are  many 
dead  men  on  the  rolls  for  the  return  of  mem* 
bers  to  this  Parliament,  and  many  persons  who 
have  never  had  any  qualification  at  all ;  but 
that  is  a  feature  peeuLar  to  thoBO  rolls ; 
but,  as  regards  the  rate- roll,  I  speak  from  a 
knowledge  of  my  own  dibtrict  when  I  say  that 
the  numlxT  is  very  small  indeed,  and  the  num* 
ber  of  absentees  in  proj>ortion  to  the  people 
resident  Ih  very  small ;  and  if  a  loan  cannot  be 
got  with  a  half  of  those  resident  and  living  upon 
the  bpot,  it  is  a  very  dangerous  thing  indued  to 
go  into  the  loon,  and  it  would  be  better  po^it- 
poned.  If  I  thought  our  privileges  were  in- 
fringed I  should  be  as  eager  to  assert  them  as 
any  honourable  member. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  was  much  pleased  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  Treasurer  in  referonce  to  the 
ararncimcnts  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  this  bill.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect 
of  the  amendment  will  be  that  in  a  largo  por- 
tion of  the  colony  it  will  not  be  pofiMble  to 
take  advantage  of  the  i)rt)posala  in  this  bill.  I 
mybolf  am  aware  of  disLiicts  where  there  ore 
so  many  ab.se  n  tee  a  that  it  will  be  quite  impos- 
sible to  borrow  under  this  lUU  at  all.  It  would 
be  better  to  drop  the  Bill  altogether.  It  will  be 
simply  vexatious  to  the  people  in  those  dis- 
tricts to  find  that,  after  going  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  expon.^e,  they  are  unable 
to  got  sufiicient  votes.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Taranaki  talks  about  its  being  quite 
ea'^y  to  get  one-half  of  the  ratepayers  to  vote  ; 
but  in  tiic  district  of  Woodville  po  many  sec- 
tions have  been  sold  to  people  in  Wellirgton 
and  difTerent  parts  of  the  colony,  and  even  in 
the  Old  Country,  that  it  will  be  impobhiblc 
to  get  one-half.  The  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki  said  this  amendment  was  good  be- 
cause it  would  prevent  borrowing.  But  wliat  is 
the  use  of  passing  a  Bill  enabling  local  bodies 
to  borrow  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  allow  an 
amendment  to  be  made  which  will  prevent 
them  from  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill?  I  apprehend  that,  if  the  people  cannot 
get  money  to  make  roa<ls  and  bridges,  the 
district  will  come  to  a  standstill.  I  should  like 
to  see  the  Government  drop  the  Bill  and  bring 
in  another  next  year,  when  we  can  try  again, 
and  see  if  wo  cannot  carry  a  measure  which 
the  people  can  take  advantage  of.  It  will  be 
very  vexatious  to  the  people  if  they  find  that 
they  cannot  take  advantage  of  this  Bill  be- 
cause they  cannot  get  enough  ratepayers  to 
record  their  votes.  A  district  may  have  a 
thousand  ratepayers,  and  four  hundred  or  five 
hundred  of  those  may  bo  absent,  and  yet  their 
votes  are  to  bo  recorded  against  the  proposal 
brought  forward  by  those  who  are  living  on  the 
land ;  and  yet  many  of  those  who  are  absent 
might  bo  in  favour  of  it.  The  provision  is 
most  mischievous,  and  the  people  will  find  that, 
instead  of  the  liberal  measure  which  tliey  ex- 
pected to  got,  they  have  a  measure  which  they 
cannot  work. 

Mr.  LAKE.  —  The  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki  has  entirely  mistaken  the  point  of 
the  question.  Ho  was  arguing  on  the  assump- 
Coloncl  Trimble 


tion  that  this  Bill  increased  ^  saik 
votes  necessary  to  anihorue  a  job  in  i 
third  to  one-hidi ;  but  thax  ii  use  ttt  oi 
all.  There  has  always  beoi  a  TSK>fxsii.i 
half  under  this  Bill ;  and  the  di&cciijir 
if  it  is  required  to  get  half  tlie  at^^s 
eluding  those  not  resid£nt  in  the  diBB 
will  be  impossible  to  get  a  WKyiEXj  isSm 
to  authorize  the  loan. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  saj  tibis>tM 
be  able  to  get  half  of  those  on  the  igl# 
are  resident  in  tlie  district. 

Mr.  LAKB.— ThenlmisimdeBtoodvkttlhi 
honourable  gentleman  said.  My  opeoaai 
that  on  one  or  two  occasions,  when  tkaia 
been  a  strong  popular  feelicg,  scd  vt  te 
tried  to  secure  three-fifths  of  ^ose  resadaJ^a 
has  nevertheless  been  impossiblf  to  do  a 
In  the  case  of  roads  and  bridges  thereat 
difliculty  :  that  there  may  be  a  nadnEsaf 
through  one  end  of  the  district  whickispvfr 
cally  a  main  road,  and  the  people  then  ssftr 
inconvenience  through  want  of  sln^i 
it;  but  the  people  at  the  other  end  dtiKft' 
trict,  though  they  may  be  quite  williai  ii 
the  bridge  should  be  made,  do  net  fee!  oS- 
cient  interest  in  it  to  turn  up  to  recori  tfci 
votes.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Managers  wiio  \at 
charge  of  the  Counties  Bill  thought  it  i^ft 
recommend  that  we  should  accept  the  liuii- 
ments  in  that  Bill.  2^o  doubt  therdids 
because  there  were  some  valuable  alteotiici 
in  the  Bill  which  it  would  be  apitrtoloR; 
but  I  think  we  should  have  thiovn the  Bill os^ 
and  fallen  back  on  the  Act  of  ISSi  Wii 
regard  to  this  Bill,  I  would  rather  see  il 
thrown  out  than  accept  it  in  its  presaitfcoa. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  feel  rather  gitdtfat 
the  Premier  has  taken  the  course  he  htf  to 
in  this  matter,  although  I  regret  Teiyaak 
that  wo  are  bound  to  take  it.  I  iookstit,)* 
ever,  that  we  shall  be  in  no  worse  poatioa  a 
accepting  this  Bill  in  making  any  futDreamc"'- 
ments  than  we  should  be  if  we  rejected  i 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  aredistrjctsOT 
can  take  advantage  of  this  Bill  as  il  saW' 
and,  although  I  am  satisfied  that  t^J 
many  districts  requiring  loons,  and  wi* 
ought  to  have  loans,  to  make  impw'^'*^ 
which  will  not  be  able  to  do  so  tmaerthisSil. 
still  we  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  a* 
districts  which  can  take  advantage  of  it  I» 
is  why  I  support  the  action  of  the  Pk»*^ 
As  a  broad  question  of  policy  the  ^^°^^  J*^5 
is  an  entire  mistake.  I  have  long  W  *j 
hold  still,  that,  if  our  country  is  capww  * 
local  government,  we  ought  not  to  tkio^ 
stacles  in  the  way  of  the  people  doing »» 
they  think  right.  We  should  leave  '^^ 
and  they  should  take  the  responsibility  of  lo» 
government.  If  we  hedge  these  xnatten  ro* 
as  we  are  doing  now,  the  result  is  ^^^ 
that  there  will  be  a  combination  of  d^ 
to  compel  this  House  to  recur  *<>  theohfW 
system  of  providing  for  roads  and  bridges  ai«* 
There  is  no  help  for  it.  We  in  the  tsm 
districts  know  that  roads  and  badges otf^B 
made;  and,  if  the  people  haTOnotwepiop 
means  of  doing  it  themselves,  they  wili  h*** 
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comd  to  this  House.  Therefore  I  think  the 
amendment  made  by  the  other  House  is  against 
the  prudent  course  which  the^  think  they  are 
adopting.  The  practical  fact  is,  that  we  must 
either  reject  this  Bill  or  accept  the  amend- 
ments ;  and  I  think  the  course  which  the  Pre- 
mier recommends  is  the  best  under  all  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. —  I  am  glad  this  is  not  a 
matter  of  privilege  between  the  two  Chambers, 
inasmuch  as  it  affords  one  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  mind  more  freely  than  he  other- 
wise could.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  better 
course  to  adopt  is  to  at  once  throw  out  the 
Bill.     I  only  regret  that  in  another  place  it 
was  not  done,  and  also  with  regard  to  another 
Bill,  in  order  to  bring  us  face  to  face  with  our 
real  difficulty.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
visions of  tlus  Bill  are  only  intended  to  foster 
those  districts  which  are  already  being  fostered 
under  the  loan  proposals.    The  country,  as  I 
have  before  now  stated,  is  simply  ground  down 
with  taxation.    So  far  as  the*  Bill  now  under 
consideration  is    concerned,  if   the   question 
came  to  a  vote  I  should  certainly  record  my 
vote  in  favour  of  its  being  thrown  out  alto- 
gether.    In  fact,   my   one    desire   is   to  see 
borrowing  cease,  and   let  each  district  con- 
sider its  own  condition,  and  provide  for  its  own 
roads  and  railways.    We  have  failed  to  do  that 
vet;  but  I  think  this  House  will,  sooner  or 
later,  have  to  consider  that  the  localities  which 
have  been  specially  benefited  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  loans  will  have  to  be  compelled  to 
maintain   the   railways   and  pay  interest  on 
their  construction,  because  there  are  parts  of 
the  country  which  have  not  benefited  by  one 
brass  farthing  out  of  the  millions  which  have 
been  borrowed,  but  which  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  more  than  their  fair  share  of  taxation 
to  make  railways  for  the  benefit  of  individuals 
who,  it  has  been  proved  in  this  House,  will  not 
contribute  one  penny,  not  one  iota,  towards 
lubricating  the  wheels.     That  has  been  un- 
doubtedly proved;  yet  we  etre  going  to  per- 
petuate this  sort  of  thing.    We  are  going  to  tell 
certain  parts  of  the  colony,   "If  you  desire 
to  have  roads  and  bridges,  or  anything  else, 
you  will  have  to  tax  yourselves  for  them." 
Well,  we  are  prepared  to  do  that  if  this  House 
tviU  only  relieve  us. of  the  heavy  taxation  we 
have  to  bear  for  these  bogus  roads  and  bogus 
railways  in  certain  other  diHtricts. 
Mr.  GUINNESS^Whero? 
Mr.  HAMLIN. — Ijoes  the  honourable  mem- 
ber ask,  "  Where  ?"  I  wonder  he  does  not  blush 
as  he  puts  the  question.    Has  he  one  spark  of 
manliness  in  his  breast  ?    If  he  had  ho  would 
never  have  asked  such  a  question.    I  should 
like   to  say  more  to  the  honourable  member, 
but  the  rules  of  the  House  prevent  me. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  thought  the  honourable 
member  was  referring  to  the  roads  north  of 
Anckland. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — You  see  how  a  man  with  a 
conscience  seared  with  a  hot  iron  turns  it  ofE 
to  some  other  unfortunate  individual.  He  has 
no  conscience  whatever,  and  cares  not  how 
the  consolidated  revenue,  and  how  the  loons 


which  the  colony  has  already  borrowed,  are 
lavished  on  certain  districts,  so  long  as  he  is 
"within  cooee"  of  them.  He  cares  not  how 
oppressive  the  taxation  is  on  those  who  have 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  who 
never  in  times  of  peace  or  war  have  held  back 
from  assisting  the  colony  against  the  enemy,, 
and  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  aiding  the 
progress  of  the  colony.  These  are  the  indi- 
viduals who  are  to  be  taxed  for  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  certain  districts.  Until  we  change  the 
whole  system  of  taxation,  and  the  whole  basis, 
on  which  it  is  founded,  it  is  better  that  the 
colony  should  put  its  foot  down  and  say  no 
more  loans  shall  be  raised.  Let  us  look  taxa- 
tion fcdrly  in  the  face.  Let  those  districts 
which  have  had  the  spending  of  the  millions  of 
money  we  have  borrowed  pay  for  it,  and  I  shall 
not  complain ;  but  I  do  protest,  and  that  most 
solemnly,  on  behalf  of  those  I  represent,  against 
their  being  called  upon  year  by  year  to  pay  ten 
times  more  towards  the  taxation  of  the  country 
than  those  districts  which  have  so  largely 
benefited. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
is  travelling  altogether  too  far  beyond  the 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — Sir,  the  matter  is  a  matter 
of  taxation,  and  I  was  endeavouring  to  explain 
that  the  people  I  represent  were  being  taxed  to 
benefit  certain  individuals,  while  the  House  is 
only  giving  us  the  benefit  of  taxing  ourselves 
for  our  local  wants.  I  say  we  are  prepared  to 
pay  our  local  taxation,  to  make  our  own  roads, 
to  build  our  own  steamers,  to  construct  our 
own  railways,  and,  if  it  comes  to  that,  to  form  a 
small  colony  of  our  own. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  whether 
this  amendment  of  the  Council  shall  bo  agreed 
to  or  not. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  —  Then,  Sir,  I  certainly  do 
not  want  it  agreed  to.  I  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
killed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

Resolutions  from  the  Committee  of  Supply 
having  been  reported. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  moved,  That  the  vote  for  the 
Treasury  Department  bo  recommitted. 

Mr.  LARNAOH.— I  ask  that  the  estimates  for 
the  Metrine  Department  be  also  recommitted. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— Will  the  Treasurer 
explain  why  he  wants  this  recommittal  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  reason  is  this :  In  pass- 
ing the  estimates  the  Treasury  Department 
was  unfortunately  the  first  item  taken;  and 
a  very  thin  Conmiittee,  ifi  a  fit  of  economy, 
knocked  o£E  £100  from  the  first  item  and  £50 
from  the  second.  Now,  I  want  the  Committee 
to  reconsider  these  items,  because,  bringing 
down  as  I  did  the  Treasury  estimates,  showing 
a  considerable  reduction  on  last  and  previous 
years,  and  making  the  strong  recommendation 
I  did  with  regard  to  the  officers  in  question,  I 
wish  the  action  then  taken  to  be  reconsidered^ 
and  in  Conmiittee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  go 
fully  into  the  question  if  necessary. 
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Mr.  HATCH. — When  discussing  one  item  in 
the  Treasury  estimates  I  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  Treasurer  said  the  extra  cost  of 
the  Exhibition  here  last  year  had  been  caused 
by  the  Exhibition  having  been  open  six  nights 
a  week  instead  of  three.  I  think  that  was 
ungenerous  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer, 
inasmuch  as  the  Exhibition  must  have  been  a 
complete  failure  after  the  first  month  had  not 
the  Committee  which  took  it  in  hand  at  his 
request  worked  with  considerable  energy  to 
provide  entertainment  for  visitors  to  enable  it 
to  be  kept  open.  This  is  a  young  colony,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  get  up  an  Exhibition 
that  would  "draw"  to  pay  by  the  exhibits 
alone  for  more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  and 
the  place  would  have  been  totally  deserted 
after  the  first  month  unless  entertainments  at 
night  had  been  furnished.  I  regret  that  the 
matter  was  not  discussed  before,  owing  to  the 
thinness  of  the  House  at  the  time.  The  real 
cause  of  the  loss  on  the  Exhibition  was  that 
BufiEicient  care  had  not  been  taken  with  regard 
to  many  of  the  items  of  expenditure  and  free 
entries,  which  might  have  been  reduced  if  duo 
consideration  had  been  given  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Exhibition  ought  to  have  been  con- 
ducted. Even  in  the  matter  of  gas-lighting 
there  were  blunders.  I  must  give  the  Welling- 
ton Gas  Company  this  credit :  that,  although 
the  Exhibition  was  an  exceedingly  large  con- 
sumer of  gas,  not  one  farthing 

Sir  J.  VOGEL; — As  a  point  of  order,  I  must 
submit  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  out  of 
order,  as  the  vote  in  which  Exhibition  expenses 
were  included  is  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honourable  gentleman 
is  clearly  out  of  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  say  that  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  bo  in  the  House  when 
this  vote  was  under  consideration;  but,  had 
I  been  present,  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
support  this  item ;  and  I  should  bo  glad  to 
support  an  increase  of  salary  to  these  gentle- 
men. I  know  the  value  of  these  officers  to  the 
public.  Not  only  are  they  two  of  our  best 
officers,  but  no  men  have  done  more  to  promote 
economy  in  this  department  than  these  gentle- 
men. The  expenses  of  the  department  have 
always  been  kept  down  to  the  very  lowest  point, 
and  I  am  sure  it  would  not  be  economy,  nor 
would  it  be  justice,  if  we  did  not  recognize  the 
services  of  these  two  officers. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Now  is,  perhaps,  the  proper 
time  to  point  a  moral.  At  one  time  during  this 
session  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the  esti- 
mates by  £75,000,  the  motion  having  been  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  That 
motion  was  defeated  by  the  aid  of  a  number  of 
members  who  professed  to  suppose  that  large 
reductions  could  bo  made  in  Committee  upon 
the  estimates.  I  took  occasion  at  the  time  to 
point  out  that  experience  had  taught  us  how 
utterly  useless  it  was  to  attempt  to  reduce  the 
estimates  as  they  were  passing  through  Com- 
mittee. I  venture  to  think  that  this  session 
has  added  a  new  experience  to  the  experience 
we  had  gained  upon  this  subject ;  and  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  admitted  the  diffi- 


culty, and  abstained  from  moving  reductioiia, 
and  did  not,  in  fact,  even  care  to  vote  for  them. 
But  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bullec,  in 
the  enthusiasm  of  youth,  assumied  the  role  of 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  announced  hmi- 
self  at  the  time  as  determined  to  make  some  in- 
ductions as  the  estimates  passed  throagh  Com- 
mittee. He  assumed  to  himself  that  dnty,ftnd 
really  announced  that  he  was  going  to  p^onn 
it.  How  utterly  he  failed  must  now  be  tupp^ 
rent.  It  was  not  his  fault.  Circumsts^ices 
were  against  him.  The  thing  is  perfectly  hope- 
less. No  one  except  the  GovcmmeEt  them- 
selves can  reduce  tne  estimates  without  doing 
injustice. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  allude  to  me,  and 
I  should  like  to  say  that  I  do  not  feel  any  dis- 
appointment in  the  matter.  Seeing  that  tlie 
estimates  are  taken  up  at  such  hours  in  the 
morning  as  they  are  taken  at,  no  person  who 
values  his  health  can  stop  here  to  debate  them, 
and  even  when  they  are  brought  on  some  of  the 
most  important  items  are  taken  m  a  very  hurried 
manner.  However,  I  intend  not  to  give  np  one 
particular  branch  in  which  I  think  that  there 
should  be  reformation.  It  is  very  well  knovn 
that  I  asked  for  a  Committeo  of  the  House  to 
consider  one  particular  branch  of  the  estimates. 
The  Committee  brought  up  a  valuable  repoiti 
which  I  hope  we  shall  yet  give  efiect  to.  Cer- 
tainly we  should  be  competent  to  deal  with 
expenditure  that  comes  within  our  own  knov- 
ledge.  1  agree  that  it  is  not  easy  to  decide 
upon  reductions,  but  I  think  that  at  any  nte 
we  might  very  well  say  that  there  shall  be  co 
rises.  That  is  where  I  blame  honourable  mem- 
bers. Some  gentlemen  profess  to  be  desizoos 
of  making  reductions,  but  when  it  conies  to  the 
vote  they  cannot  be  relied  upon.  That  is  the 
reason  why  it  is  difficult  to  effect  economy. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  say,  in  rej^y,  thit 
it  is  only  under  a  strong  sense  of  duty  that 
I  am  asking  the  House  to  reconsider  this  vote ; 
for  it  increases  the  difficulty  of  the  Minister 
administering  a  department  when  he  is  coa- 
tinually  under  the  impression  that  he  is  a^kici; 
larger  services  from  officers  than  he  has  a  ri^t 
to  ask.  The  particular  officers  whose  claims 
are  now  under  consideration  have  encnnocs 
and  important  responsibility,  and,  as  compared 
with  other  officers,  are  not  well  paid.  It  wcnld 
be  only  doing  justice  to  increase  these  salaries. 
The  Treasury  is  constantly  having  increasir^ 
duties  thrown  upon  it,  and  yet  since  I  k&ve 
taken  charge  the  expenditure  has  been  re- 
duced. 

Motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the  item 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  L  A  R  N  A  C  H.— I  move.  That  the  vote, 
''  Marine  and  harbours,  miscellaneous  service^ 
£11,318,"  be  recommitted,  in  order  that  tbe 
items  struck  out,  "  *  Hinemoa,*  £6,500,"  tad 
*'  New  boiler  for  steamship  *  Hinemoa,*  £3,500." 
struck  out  previously,  may  be  zeinseited.  I  j 
may  say  that  the  new  boiler  for  this  steamer^m 
ordered  some  time  ago,  and  I  think  honounJbb 
members  will  admit  that  the   colony  caciKS 
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4o  without  a  steamer  of  such  a  class  as  the 
"  Hinemoa." 

Mr.  KERB.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  subject.  The  reason  why  this 
vote  was  struck  out  is  well  known  to  honour- 
able members.  When  the  vote  came  on  a 
niunber  of  honourable  members  were  at  the 
Governor's  to  dinner;  and  it  should  be  a  lesson 
to  Ministers  not  to  be  at  these  dinners  on  nights 
when  the  estimates  come  on.  I  suppose  that 
those  members  who  did  not  go  to  the  dinner 
were  angry,  and  that  therefore  they  voted 
against  these  items.  Kext  time  the  Governor 
gives  a  dinner  I  hope  Ministers  will  not  go 
to  it. 

Mr,  FULTON.— Perhaps  it  would  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  colony  if  we  had  such  dinners 
more  frequently,  if  it  would  result  in  the  esti- 
mates being  reduced. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  beg  to  move  the  recom- 
mittal of  Glass  I.,  Legislative,  £17,890.  I  do 
so  because  honourable  members  have  told  me 
that  this  class  was  passed  in  such  a  hurried 
way  that  no  person  in  the  House  was  able  even 
to  question  it.  If  honourable  members  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions  on 
this  expenditure  it  would  be  a  reflection  upon 
them  for  their  disgraceful  carelessness. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^I  cannot  permit  the  honour- 
able member  to  cast  reflections  upon  honourable 
members  of  the  House  who  were  then  in  their 
place,  and  who  certainly  ought  not  to  be  cen- 
sured by  one  who  avows  he  was  absent. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  do  not  wish  to  cast  reflec- 
tions upon  honourable  members ;  but  I  presume 
that  in  asking  for  a  recommittal  of  this  class  I 
may,  at  any  rate,  point  out  the  reasons  why  I 
ask  for  it.  My  reasons  are  these :  It  is  well 
known  to  honourable  members  that  this  item 
was  put  and  passed  before  any  person  could  rise 
in  his  seat  to  speak  upon  it. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 
Mr.  O'CONOR. — I  can  appeal  to  honourable 
members  who  informed  me,  and  who  were  in 
the  House  and  saw  what  took  place  at  the  time. 
I  believe  that  that  was  the  case.  I  say  that  it 
is  not  creditable  to  this  House  that  such  a  large 
sum  should  be  passed  without  a  single  word 
being  said  upon  it  in  the  way  of  criticism. 

Mr.  CONOLLY.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
honourable  member's  remarks  ought  to  go  en- 
tirely without  contradiction.  He  withdrew  the 
observation  about  what  was  done  being  a  dis- 
Iprace  to  the  House;  but  his  other  remarks 
seemed  to  imply  that  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees and  members  of  the  Hou&e  present 
were  very  negligent  in  respect  to  the  manner 
in  "which  this  vote  was  passed.  Now,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  House  at  the  time,  but  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  was  not. 
Se  speaks  upon  hearsay  evidence,  I  speak  from 
what  I  saw  at  the  time,  and  I  can  onlv  say 
this :  that  there  were  a  considerable  number  of 
members  in  the  House  at  the  time — it  was  not  a 
full  House,  but  I  should  say  there  were  forty  or 
fifty  members  present — and  that  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  put  the  vote  deliberately  and 
audibly,  as  he   always   docs,  and  there  was 


ample  time  for  any  member  to  rise  and  object. 
It  was  expected  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers would  oppose  the  vote ;  but  probably 
those  persons  who  were  expected  to  object, 
instead  of  being  in  their  places  in  the  House, 
were  out  in  the  lobby  or  somewhere  else.  The 
Chairman  did  his  duty,  by  putting  the  vote  in 
a  very  distinct  manner,  and  no  objection  was 
raised. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  by  no  means  unmindful 
of  the  great  trouble  which  the  Committee,  over 
which,  I  think,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  presided,  must  have  taken  in  the  in- 
vestigation which  they  made,  and  the  result 
which  they  have  given  to  us  of  that  investiga- 
tion. As  I  explained  on  the  Legislative  vote, 
I  thought  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  the 
report,  or  rather  the  substance  of  the  report, 
to  the  votes  for  this  year,  since  no  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  to  the  House  of  consider- 
ing the  report.  I  should  not  like  to  say 
personally  how  far,  or  how  much,  or  how  little 
I  agree  with  the  report,  because  I  consider  it  is 
too  late  to  apply  the  recommendations  that  are 
made  to  the  votes  for  this  session.  There  was 
one  vote  last  night  which  certainly  touched  at 
the  very  root  of  the  report,  and  it  was  passed 
without  a  division.  But,  apart  from  that,  I 
wish  to  say  this — I  am  expressing  my  own 
view  on  the  subject ;  and  it  is  the  view  which  I 
have  always  taken  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Government,  not  only  during  my  present  tenure 
of  office,  but  formerly :  that  it  is  not  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  attempt  to  lead 
the  House  in  questions  relating  to  the  ex- 
penditure on  officers  of  the  Legislature.  I 
think.  Sir,  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  the  great 
bulk  of  honourable  members,  nor  would  ic  be 
desirable,  that  the  Legislative  officers  should  be 
in  any  sense  supposed  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government,  or  that  the  officers 
of  the  Legislature  should  consider  that  they 
have  anything  to  hope  for  or  to  dread  from 
the  Government  of  the  day.  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  rests  with  the 
House,  and  especially  with  the  two  Speakers 
of  the  Legislature,  and  that  it  is  not  one 
with  which  the  Government  is  called  upon 
to  interfere  more  than  by  the  right  which  is 
theirs  as  individual  members  to  register  their 
votes  when  any  question  arises.  We  are  in 
the  habit  of  putting  on  the  Legislative  esti- 
mates the  sums  sent  in  by  the  two  Speakers, 
and  I  think  that  that  is  a  constitutional  prac- 
tice. Certainly  I  think  it  would  not  be  de- 
sirable to  leave  to  the  Government  the  task 
of  interfering  with  the  votes  of  the  Legislative 
Department  more  than  the  right  which  they 
possess  as  individual  members  of  tho  two 
Houses.  That,  Sir,  is  my  view  of  the  case. 
Now,  as  to  recommitting  tho  votes,  1  would 
ask  the  honourable  member  not  to  press  his 
motion,  and  for  this  reason:  that,  whilf^t  I 
look  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  ex- 
ceedingly suggestive,  yet  it  appears  to  me  that 
before  any  action  is  taken  upon  it  it  should  bo 
submitted  to  a  thorough  and  exhaustive  con- 
sideration and  discussion  in  this  House.  It  is 
not  possible  to  give  that  consideration  to  it 
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now,  and,  as  it  would  not  be  right  to  act  upon 
the  report  till  honourable  members  have  had 
ail  opportunity  of  conAidering  it,  I  trust  the 
honourable  member  will  not  press  his  amend- 
ment.       ^^ 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  also  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  the  BuUer  will  not  press  his  amend- 
ment. There  will  be  yet  another  session  before 
the  general  election,  and  I  am  sure  he  has  said 
enough  to  prove  to  hia  constituents  how  very 
anxious  ho  is  that  we  should  effect  economical 
reform.  Having  done  that,  I  hope  he  will  not 
tako  up  more  tiuie,  but  that  we  shall  proceed 
with  the  business.  Considering  the  long  ex- 
perience of  the  lionourable  gentleman  in  the 
public  s'uvice,  I  am  sure  that  ho  knows  how 
general!  V  in  that  service  the  workman  is  worthy 
of  his  hi  1*0.  I  liope  that  he  will  not  take  up 
further  tnne  by  pressing  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  am  given  to  understand 
that  in  my  absence  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bullcr  has  made  some  kind  of  reflection 
upon  niv  conduct  as  Chairman  of  Committees 
in  passing  the  Legislative  vote  through  this 
Houf>e.  Now,  Sir,  if  any  reflection  has  been 
ma'lc  upon  niv^flf 

Mr.  S PEAK i:ii.— There  has  been  no  allu- 
sion to  your  conduct  as  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, as  far  as  I  could  gather.  Your  name 
has  not  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  —  My  name  may  not  have 
been  mentioned,  but  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  it  was  stated  that  undue  haste  was  made 
in  passinpj  the  vote. 

.Mr.  Si'l':AKKK.— I  beg  your  pardon.  The 
roth^ction  was  upon  the  Committee  passing  the 
department  witli  undue  haste,  as  was  last  al- 
leged. I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member 
for  the  liullcr  said  anything  about  undue  haste 
on  the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees. 

Mr.  ILVMLIN. — In  that  case  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  I  am  very  glad  to  stand  corrected  by 
you,  Sir,  but  I  certainly  was  informed  that  it 
had  b.'cn  stated  that  I  was  in  undue  haste 
in  passing  the  Legislative  vote.  Of  course,  if 
such  a  roHoction  had  been  made  upon  me,  it 
would  h.vve  been  unwarranted.  When  the  vote 
was  called  on  I  stated  the  object  for  which  the 
vote  was  to  be  taken,  and  after  that  I  rose  and 
stated  the  question  to  the  Conmiitteo,  and  then 
paused,  believing  that  some  opposition  would 
bo  offered  to  the  vote.  I  certainly  was  not  in 
any  huriy  to  piis«  the  vote  through.  Of  course 
I  am  perfectly  satislied  with  the  explanation 
you  have  g^^^^crv,  and  am  sorry  I  rose.  I  was 
out  of  the  House  at  the  time,  but  was  informed 
that  the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer 
had  made  that  statement,  which  was  without 
foundation.  I  would  now  recall  anything  I 
may  have  said  wliich  might  cast  any  reflection 
upon  tlic  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  think  the  matter  may  be 
explained  in  this  way :  We  had  two  sets  of 
estimates,  and,  as  the  pages  were  different,  I 
do  not  think  honourable  members  had  the 
right  page,  or  knew  what  the  vote  was.  I 
know  it  took  me  a  considerable  time  to  find  the 
right  pa;?o.  I  was  ready  to  assist  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Buller,  and  others  were  ; 
Sir  /•  Vogtl 


but  honourable  members  had  no  <ffftsa^^ 
of  doing  so,  in  conseqaence  of  tlt^isBi^ 
what  the  vote  was. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— Wheacwlj^ 
wanted  to  stop  a  vote  I  have  s«ood^iri 
given  honourable  members  plenty  of  tail 
find  the  right  pages ;  and  any  laraBsb 
member  could  have  done  that. 

Mr.  O 'Conor's  motion  n^^tived. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  wish  to  propose, !5b^ 
item  in  the  Colonial  Treanirer's  esam 
Class  III.,  *'  Miscellaneons  serricw,  I2LJI' 
be  recommitted,  with  a  view  to  p^  a 
Colonial  Treasurer  an  opportnnity  d.  a^ 
ing  his  remarks  in  connection  witb  i^  i9 
of  £500  for  the  Industrial  ExhibitioiL 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  understand  tiie  faB» 
able  member  takes  exception  to  the  ressil 
made  that  keeping  open  the  Exhlbitkafisi 
sioned  extra  expenditure.    Is  that  Eliepc^* 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  understand  tbai  the  CA 
nial  Treasurer,  in  getting  this  ?ote  pas^ 
stated  that  the  extra  expenditure  vas  is  » 
sequence  of  keeping  open  the  Eihiiafesfc 
six  nights  instead  of  three ;  and  I  ocssM 
that  was  to  some  extent  a  reflecticii  ops  ^ 
Committee  that  had  taken  chazge  of  tis  £e> 
hibition  at  bis  special  request,  and  which  Cot- 
mi  ttee  worked  very  hard,  and  did  tiiat  b^ 
The  keeping -open  of  the  Exhibitioii  ^o, 
nights  instead  of  three  gave  the  WelHaga 
people  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  thenis^ 
which  thev  have  not  got  this  year. 

Mr.  SUTTER. —  I  hope  the  hflnoaafe 
gentleman  will  withdraw  the  amenuzne&t;^ii 
only  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  to p«se^ 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  do  not  think  the  reaab 
I  made  were  meant  in  the  sense  in  whic^  4» 
honourable  member  appears  to  haw  ais 
them.  Though  I  am  speaking  only  fn®  ^ 
collection,  I  think  what  I  stated  was  tfeiaJ- 
evident  fact,  —  which  the  honourable  ik^ 
himself  cannot  deny,  —  that  keeping  opttB 
extra  number  of  nights  occasioned  exia  fi- 
penditure. 

Mr.  HATCH.— And  brought  in  more  ffiS?. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  I  recollect  righ^7,I«* 
explaining  how  it  was  that  the  cspea^i** 
was  so  much  larger.  I  do  not  think  I  took  ^ 
the  point  whether  the  receipts  would hsTebea 
larger  without  the  extra  nights;  bat  I '^ 
pointing  out  the  various  things  ^hich  h» oc- 
casioned a  larger  expenditure.  I  think  !*• 
.speaking  from  a  report  that  I  had,  and  da* » 
was  mentioned  that  the  cost  of  giSi  ^^  ?■ 
of  extra  building,  and  various  other  &fflP 
consequent  upon  the  success  of  the  E^]^^ 
had  occasioned  a  larger  gross  cost  I dojs 
think  I  was  speaking  of  the  net  reRini,«»j 
think  I  said  that  the  very  success  of  tbe^ 
hibition,  being  so  much  greater  than  bad  »* 
anticipated,  had  occasioned  a  larger  P^J^' 
penditure.  That  is  my  recollection  d  w»^ 
said,  or  meant  to  say.  I  have  no  ^"JJJ^ 
the  gentlemen,  amongst  whom  was  ^®^^ 
able  member,  who  did  me  the  great  te»o» 
of  taking  charge  of  and  managing  *^^^S 
tion  during  the  time  it  was  opened,  exfij^ 
much  judgment  and  discretion.   I  woaM» 
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for  a  moment  cast  any  reproach  upon  those 
gentlemen  who  kindly  undertook  to  act  in  that 
way :  in  fact,  I  think  I  wrote  a  letter  m  which 
I  fully  expressed  to  them  my  sense  of  gratitude 
for  their  services.  I  hope  this  explanation  will 
satisfy  the  honourable  member. 

Motion  to  recommit  certain  resolutions 
agreed  to»  and  remainder  of  resolutions  agreed 
to. 

PARLIAMENT  BUILDINGS. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND  said  he  had  a 
grievance  which  he  wished  to  air  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  but,  as  he  found  the  House  was  inclined 
to  negative  his  proposal,  he  would  put  his 
motion  in  an  inverse  form  to  what  he  first 
intended.  He  did  not  wish  the  House  to  carry 
it,  but  by  negativing  the  motion  his  purpose 
would  be  answered.  He  begged  to  move,  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Parliament  Build- 
ings ought  to  be  used  for  other  than  parlia- 
mentary purposes  during  the  session. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  thought  steps  should  be  taken 
to  ventilate  the  chamber  properly,  and  to  do 
something  to  improve  the  acoustic  properties 
of  the  building,  so  that  members  in  the  House 
could  hear  what  Ministers  said. 

Motion  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
Class  III. — Colonial  Tbeasurer. 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Receiver  and 
Paymaster  -  General  (also  Secretary  to  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Debts  Sinking  Funds,  £50), 
£700  ;  addition,  £100.  Assistant  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  and  Accountant,  £500  ;  addition, 
£50. 

I^Ir.  SAMUEL  knew  that  these  officers  were 
thoroughly  efficient,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
intended  to  enter  his  protest  against  these  in- 
creases. Was  it  only  in  the  case  of  underpaid 
men  and  labourers  that  they  were  to  exercise 
economy  ?  He  was  not  one  of  those  prone  to 
hero-worship,  and  he  did  not  believe  at  all  in 
what  was  said  about  the  Under-Secretaries 
being  possessed  of  such  extraordinary  ability 
and  responsibility.  In  dealing  with  these  mat- 
ters members  were  placed  in  a  somewhat  deli- 
cate position — himself  especially,  as  he  knew 
intimately  most  of  the  Under-Secretaries.  He 
respected  them;  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
he  should  hesitate  to  vote  against  any  in- 
crease of  salary  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  justi- 
fied. He  would  be  the  first  to  vote  for  even  a 
larger  increase  if  the  state  of  the  finances  jus- 
tified it. 

Mr.  HATCH  indorsed  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  The 
lecision  of  the  Committee  on  the  previous  oc- 
sasion  was  given  with  a  view  of  showing  the 
jrovemment  that  the  House  had  come  to  the 
lecision  that  increases  of  this  description  were 
iofe  necessary.  Many  officers  who  had  salaries 
index  £200  ought  to  have  increases.  The 
treasurer  said  it  would  be  a  gross  injustice  if 
<h0  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  did  not  get  this 
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increase  ;  but  he  already  received  £50  a  year  in 
addition  to  his  regular  salary  of  £700  ;  and  last 
year,  he  (Mr.  Hatch)  believed,  that  officer  re- 
ceived a  oonus  of  £200.  The  Treasurer,  if  h& 
remained  another  year  or  so  in  office,  would 
yet  be  obliged  to  reduce  the  whole  of  tbo6& 
estimates,  which  were  altogether  out  of  pro^ 
portion  to  the  means  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  on  the  previous  occa- 
sion when  these  increases  were  proposed  he 
strongly  protested  against  them.  He  could 
quite  understand  that  the  Treasurer  mi^t 
think  that  the  services  of  those  gentlemen 
were  underpaid ;  but  in  comparison  with  the 
salaries  paid  to  others  he  thought  they  re- 
ceived quite  enough.  After  the  House  had 
decided  not  to  grant  these  increases,  he  could 
not  understsmd  how  it  was  that  the  question 
was  brought  up  again. 

Mr.  FISHER  objected  to  the  revival  of  ques- 
tions which  had  already  been  decided  by  the 
House.  The  House  knew  thoroughly  well  what 
it  was  doing  when  it  voted  on  this  question  on 
a  previous  occasion ;  and,  if  it  was  pretended 
that  it  was  done  in  a  thin  House,  he  would  ask 
honourable  members  to  look  round  the  House 
now,  and  say  whether  it  was  not  a  very  thin 
one.  He  objected  to  the  principle  that  one 
thin  House  should  have  the  right  to  review 
and  reverse  the  decision  of  another  thin  House. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  have  so  much  regard  for 
the  highly-paid  officers  of  the  Civil  Service, 
but  ho  thought  some  more  consideration  should 
be  shown  to  the  low-paid  officers  who  had  to 
do  the  bulk  of  the  work. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  that  if  the  proposed 
addition  to  this  officer's  salary  would  place 
him  above  the  other  Under-Secretaries  he 
would  vote  against  it ;  but  he  understood  that  it 
was  simply  to  place  him  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  others,  and  he  would  therefore  vote  for 
the  amount. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  was  not  the  time  to 
discuss  the  question  between  high-paid  officers 
and  low-paid  officers.  He  had  only  to  say  that 
this  officer  worked  day  and  night,  and,  indeed, 
his  work  often  extended  over  seven  days  in  the 
week.  There  was  an  enormous  amount  of 
responsibility  attaching  to  the  office,  and,  as 
compared  with  the  salaries  paid  to  other 
officers  and  to  persons  in  private  employment, 
the  salary  of  this  officer  was  very  small.  The 
Committee  might  rely  upon  it  that  there  would 
be  no  unnecessary  expense  in  the  department. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  this  officer  was  paid  more 
than  some  of  the  other  Under-Secretaries,  who 
had  as  important  duties  to  perform. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  it  would  be  very  incon- 
sistent to  refuse  this  vote.  In  his  capacity  as 
chairman  of  several  local  bodies  he  had  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  Treasury',  and 
he  could  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the 
officers  of  that  department  did  their  duty 
diligently,  well,  and  expeditiously;  and  cer- 
tainly the  officers  whose  salaries  it  was  now 
proposed  to  increase  deserved  the  increase. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
«  That  the  sum  of  £150  be  granted." 
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Atkinson 

Laroach 

Russell 

Ballance 

Lcvcstam 

Steward,  W.J 

Brown 

Mcnteath 

Tole 

Conolly 

Mitchelson 

Vogel 

DargavUle 

Montgomeiy 

Walker] 

Dodson 

Newman 

Whyte. 

Fraser 

Parata 

Grace 

Pearson 

TelUn. 

Grey 

Richardson,  E 

Guinness 

Hobbs 

HoUcston 

Sutter. 

Lake 

Noes.  16. 

Barron 

Hislop 

Samuel 

Bevan 

Joyce 

Taylor, 

B.-Bradshaw 

^lacarthur 

Bnico 

O'Callaghan 

Tellers. 

Cad  man 

O'Conor 

Cowan 

Goro 

Pyko 

Hatch. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Buchanan.  McKeuzic, 

Majority  for,  13. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

CL.1S8  VI.— Commissioner  of  Tbade  and 

Customs. 

On  the  question,  That  £G,r)00  bo  granted 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  "  Hinemoa,"  and 
£8,500  for  new  boilers, 

Mr.  PYKE  said  he  did  not  think  it  right, 
fair,  or  proper  for  the  Govrmment  to  come 
down  to  a  thin  House  to  endeavour  to  reverse 
decisions  that  had  previously  been  properly 
come  to  after  full  consideration.  Of  course 
they  were  suhjeet  to  these  tricks  in  politics; 
but  it  was  not  right.  The  House  had  decided 
against  these  items,  and  now  advantage  was 
taken  of  the  tliinness  of  the  House  to  try  to 
get  what  the  House  had  previously  decided 
reversed  by  the  votes  of  a  few  who  had  been 
kept  to  vote  for  these  particular  items;  others 
having  gone  away,  not  knowing  that  the  sub- 
ject would  he  ])rought  up  again. 

Mr.  BKUCK  said  the  decision  had  previously 
been  come  to  in  an  exceptionally  thin  House. 

Mr.  LKVKbTAM  said,  as  the  House  was 
much  thinner  on  the  previous  occasion  than 
now,  the  Government  were  quite  justified  in 
tlie  circumstances.  His  own  opinion  was  that 
the  colony  did  not  require  the  boat;  but  if  this 
vote  were  not  passed  wliat  was  to  be  done  with 
her?  She  could  not  bo  sold,  and  must  be 
maintained. 

^[r.  SAMUF.L  said  the  Committee  had  just 
decided,  by  a  majovity  of  nearly  two  to  one,  to 
reinstate  a  vote,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  exactly 
the  same  in  this  case.  Honourable  members 
had  no  idea  of  the  value  of  the  services  ren- 
dered by  tlie  *'  Hinemoa,"  and  it  was  better  to 
keep  her  eflieient  tlian  to  allow  her  to  become 
useless.  It  was  abbolutely  necessary  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  such  a  boat,  if  only  for 
emergencies — such  as  searching  for  the  Great 
Barrier  murderers  the  other  day.  But  for  hav- 
ing her  a  Union  boat  would  have  had  to  he 
chartered,  at  a  great  expense.     The  vessel  was 


often  carrying  large  cargoes  of  itilwsri 
— even  to  overloading,  he  held.   Wiskstl 
**  Hinemoa,"  if  the  **  Stella  "  wmsuBEKetei 
form  the  whole  of  the  lighthouse  vodi:W 
be  necessary  to  charter  a  vessel  for  tfaiiei 
Then,  there  must  be  some  qualified  pesz 
Captain  Fairchild  to  take  soimdiB|seLj 
in  the  other  maritime  business  of  tbe 
and  that  gentleman  was  well  emjAmti  i£ 
task.    It  would  be  impossible  to  gk  ^id 
the  same  money  tlie  varioos  serrices  tssiai. 
by  the  "  Hinemoa." 

Dr.  NEWMAN  agreed  with  the 
member  for  Kew  Plymouth  that  Cftpt^Fi 
child  took  valuable  soundings— at  Sit  h 
mouth,  for  instance.  He  believed  s  oa^irsH 
the  people  of  the  colony  would  be  fc^Ktsc^ 
the  **  Hinemoa;"  but  the  objection  wis-j' 
being  used  for  yachting  trips,  taking  oc«  ar 
members,  or,  perhaps,  one  Minister.  Hebdkd 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Fljiaos^'Mf 
himself  been  a  member  of  a  party  of  tci  r 
three  in  some  of  these  trips.  He  vas  ^tk 
maintenance  vote  was  i^l,500  less  d^  ii^ 
year.  He  thought  the  cost  of  this  vesd  s^ 
very  largely  be  reduced.  As  to  her  cunit 
railway  material,  he  hoped  soon  all  i^:"* 
plant  would  be  made  in  each  Isknd,  tdk 
sent  by  land  to  different  places. 

Mr.'LEVHSTAM  hoped  the  Miniitai^rJ 
reply  to  tlie  serious  charge  that  the  ^E3^ 
moa "  was  overloaded.  A  Govemmeat co£tii» 
these  things,  while  private  individtials  cuiii 
not.  Take  the  case  of  the  "  Luns:"  ir  *Ji8 
case  the  then  Government  bought  aa  eld «• 
demned  Ixiat,  and  cobbled  her  up,  and  bfCl-J  | 
running  for  manv  vcars.  i 

Mr.  LARNACH  would  remind  horasis^ 
members  that  half  the  year  was  alrea8T?«s«i 
and  the  new  boiler  had  been  ordered  anflfti 
for.  As  showing  the  use  of  these  beats,  li* 
**  Stella"  was  sent  hurriedly  tothepBiiaa 
the  other  day  to  search  for  a  missiD|  ^h 
and  not  only  found  her,  but  found  a  smsgi's? 
plant  by  which  the  colony  gotnotonlyiii>a 
fines,  but  a  large  quantity  of  smuggled  pA 

Mr.  BROWN  thought,  if  members  weitp 
yachting  more  in  the  "  Hinemoa,"  and  s«i  ^ 
form  themselves  of  the  circumstances  fli «» 
colony,  there  would  be  a  very  lai^  »^  | 
effected  in  the  administration  of  ie  ^'^ 
Only  thirty-two  had  voted  on  the  pfpi>^ 
occasion  when  the  item  was  struck  ost-J^* 
smallest  division  this  session,  he  bdie^'" 
while  fortv-five  had  voted  in  the  dinsioai'^ 
had  just  taken  place.  He  merely  staM '^ 
in  reply  to  what  the  honourable  membc' ^^ 
the  Dunstan  had  said,  who,  with  his  nsa^F" 
ei  sen  ess,  had  in  this  case  wrongly  inl?nr-'^ 
the  Committee  as  to  this  being  a  suiprise " 
the  House. 

^Ir.  HATCH  pointed  out  that  when  lbs  T«i» 
was  before  the  House  previously  the  luta  «* 
struck  out  by  18  to  14 ;  so  that  it  wass^^ 
thin  House.  He  supported  the  item  off- 
he  thought  it  could  be  linked  in  with  ^^';'^ 
house  work  and  the  mail-scnfice  aH»? " 
West  Coast  which  the  honourable  mm^i ' 
Wakatiim   had  brou^^ht  under  notice  C£M 
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the  afternoon.  He  thought  the  ahnse  of  the 
''Hincmoa'*  was  not  that  members  went  for 
trips  in  her,  but  that  so  many  residents  of  Wel- 
lington, including  Civil  servants,  piade  such 
frequent  use  of  her. 

Mr.  0*CALLAGHAN  thought  there  would  be 
much  less  dissatisfaction  about  people  travelling 
in  the  '*  Hinemoa  "  if  persons  who  travelled  by 
her  were  compelled  to  pay  a  fair  and  reason- 
able amount.  If  persons  were  travelling  on 
public  business  their  travelling  expenses  might 
he  recovered  from  the  departments  in  which 
they  were  working. 

Mr.  BRUCE  pointed  out  that  the  New  Zea- 
land coast-line  was  an  exceedingly  long  one, 
and  casualties  might  be  expected,  and  it  was 
Jirery  advisable  to  keep  two  steamers,  so  that  if 
one  was  away  on  lighthouse  work  the  other 
should  be  available  in  case  of  necessity.  That 
was,  at  any  Vate,  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
two  steamers  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  0*CONOR  looked  upon  the  "Hinemoa" 
as  merely  a  useless  toy,  and  he  had  hoped 
when  the  vote  was  struck  out  that  they  would 
hear  an  announcement  that  she  wm  to  be  sold, 
and  that  in  her  place  there  would  be  obtained  a 
boat  of  good  carrying-capacity,  able  to  travel 
•over  shallow  bars.  This  steamer  was  useless 
so  far  as  a  large  part  of  the  colony  was  con- 
cerned. He  hoped  that  the  vessel  would  be 
sold. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that  on  the  last  occasion 
^vhen  the  "Hinemoa"  came  from  Auckland, 
immediately  prior  to  the  opening  of  Parlia- 
ment, only  one-third  of  the  passengers  were 
members  of  the  House  or  persons  connected 
with  the  public  service.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  "Hinemoa"  should  not  be  sent  unless  it 
was  really  a  saving  of  expense  to  send  her.  It 
was  a  waste  of  public  money  to  send  her  if 
most  of  the  members  came  in  the  ordinary 
coastal  boats. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  that  last  year  a  return 
was  laid  on  the  table  which  showed  that  the 
**  Hinemoa  "  was  only  employed  on  160  days  in 
tho  year,  and  that  the  cost  to  the  colony  of 
maintaining  her  was  no  less  than  £7,619.  The 
colony  could  not  stand  so  much  expense  for 
such  small  services.  The  "  Stella  "  was  quite 
sufficient  for  the  lighthouse  work,  and  also  for 
meeting  cases  of  emergency  such  as  shipwreck. 
This  was  3ho\vn  tho  other  day,  when  the  "  Stella" 
was  sent  down  to  tho  Chathams  on  an  errand 
of  that  kind,  while  tlio  "  Hinemoa  "  remained 
idle  in  Wellington.  Ho  contended  that  the 
arigument  as  to  the  steamer  being  useful  for 
taking  members  to  and  from  their  homes  was 
of  no  value,  for  tho  fact  was  that  members 
could  be  carried  much  more  clieaply  by  the  ordi- 
nary coasting -steamers.  Arrangements  could 
he  made  by  which  one  of  the  steam -ship- 
ping companies  would,  for,  say,  £150  a  week, 
place  a  steamer  at  the  service  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  whenever  it  was  required.  That  would 
be  much  cheaper  than  tho  present  arrange- 
ment. He  had  shown  reasons  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  during  the  recess  sec  if  thoy 
cK>uld  not  dispose  of  this  boat,  and  get  one  that 
would  be  able  to  do  more  valuable  service,  and 


be  able  to  visit  the  Sounds  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  perform  a  service 
that  would  save  the  colony  many  thousands  of 
pounds.  He  moved.  That  the  item  be  reduced 
by  £1,000,  so  that  the  vote  might  give  an  in- 
dication of  the  feeling  of  the  House  in  the 
direction  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  that  it  would  not  be 
going  in  the  direction  of  economy  to  refuse 
this  vote,  but  that  it  would  be  playing  into 
the  hands  of  monopolists. 

Mr.  LAKE  was  in  favour  of  the  vessel  being 
retained,  in  order  to  keep  a  check  over  mono- 
polist companies.  He  thought,  too,  that  they 
should  remember  that  the  position  they  held 
over  the  Natives  of  the  country  was,  perhaps, 
quite  as  much  due  to  the  active  exertions  of 
Captain  Fairchild  as  to  anything  else. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  sympathized  very  much 
with  what  the  honourable  member  for  Grey- 
mouth  had  said  regarding  the  '*  Hinemoa." 
He  thought  that  thoy  could  do  a  great  deal 
better  than  by  keeping  that  vessel,  and  that 
the  £3.500  for  boilers  would  go  a  long  way 
towards  getting  a  more  suitable  vessel,  and 
one  that  could  visit  all  the  bar-harbours.  He 
thought  that  the  retention  of  the  "  Hinemoa  " 
was  a  piece  of  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  BROWN  thought  that  the  "  Hinemoa  " 
was  of  great  value  and  service  to  the  colony. 
It  might  be  possible  to  get  a  boat  perhaps 
more  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  colony ; 
but,  until  such  a  one  was  procured,  they  should 
not  part  with  tho  present  one,  though  he 
thought  the  boat  should  be  more  at  the  service 
of  members,  who  would  acquire  valuable  infor- 
mation by  becoming  more  acquainted  with  the 
wants  of  the  colony. 

Motion  to  reduce  vote  by  £1,000  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  34. 

Atkinson 

Lance 

RoUeston 

Bal  lance 

Lamach 

Samuel 

Bruce 

Levestam 

Stout 

Buckland,W.P.McKcnzie,  J. 

Taylor 

ConoUy 

McMillan 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Dodson 

Meuteath 

Tumbull 

Fisher 

Newman 

Vogel 

Eraser 

O'Callaghan 

Walker. 

Grace 

Peacock 

Hakuene 

Reese 

Tellers, 

Hatch 

Richardson,  E 

.Brown 

Kerr 

Richardson,  G 
Noes,  14. 

Lake. 

Bcetham 

Fulton 

Pyke 

Buchanan 

Guinness 

Wilson. 

Cadman 

Macandrew 

Tellers. 

Cowan 

Montgomery 

Barron 

Duncan 

Moss 

Russell. 

Majority  for,  20. 

Vote,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND. 
Class  III. — Railways. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  the  item, 
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**  Pennanent  •  way  and  sleepen,  £C7,000/*  be 
reduced  by  £21,:^00. 

Motion  agrerrl  to. 

Mr.  K.  UICHAIIDSON  moved.  That  the 
item,  *«  Rolling-stock,  £83,000/'  be  reduced  by 
£1.5,700. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  if  this  reduction 
was  in  consequence  of  the  Blenheim-Tophouse 
and  Inangaliua  lines  having  been  struck  out  of 
the  Loan  Hill. 

Mr.  E.  KR'flAKDSON  said  it  was  partiaUy 
on  account  of  tliat. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  honourable 
member  to  explain  bow  it  was  that  he  took 
money  for  rolling-stock  for  thoso  railways, 
which  he  naid  hu  did  not  intend  to  build,  but 
only  to  survey.  He  did  not  think  the  House 
understood  that  rolling-stock  was  to  be  pur- 
chftsed. 

Mr.  K.  RICHARDSON  said  that  item  only 
made  up  a  small  portion  of  the  amount. 
Through  an  oversight  this  amount  had  not 
been  struck  off  the  estimates  when  they  were 
passing  through. 

Mr.  KKIMI  hoped  they  would  not  strike  any- 
thing off  tliis  item  of  rolling-stock,  as  it  was 
very  much  needed.  In  his  district  they  had 
notsufhcient  trucks  to  send  their  produce  along 
the  railway. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CONSOLIDATED   FUND. 
Class  II. — Colonial  Secretary. 

^linistors'  Secretaries — Services  of  shorthand 
writer,  £loO. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  for  an  explanation  of  this 
item. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  explained  that  this  amount  was 
not  for  Ministers'  Secretaries,  but  for  one  of  tlie 
Hansard  stall  who  iiad  been  unablo  to  go  on 
with  his  work  on  that  staf!  through  ill-health. 
It  had  been  su^s^ested  to  the  Government  by 
Mr.  Speaker  that  this  gentleman  might  be  em- 
ployed as  shorthand  writer  to  report  Commis- 
sions and  so  on  duiing  the  recess ;  and  therefore 
the  sum  had  been  put  down.  There  would  be 
a  saving,  as  the  cost  of  reporting  Commissions 
was  sonjetimes  very  hea\'y. 

^Ir.  TOI.E  said  the  Reporting  Debates 
Committee  had  also  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending that  this  should  be  done. 

Vote  agret'd  to. 

Audit  Uflice  —  Contingencies  (additional), 
£750,  a^'reed  to. 

Registrar-Cionerars  Department — Additional 
cost  of  census,  i;l,l2U(). 

Mr.  HATCH  said  the  House  hod  already 
voted  £7,500  for  this  purpose  extra  to  what  had 
been  voted  last  year,  and  he  thought  it  showed 
great  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  oliicer  in 
chargo  of  this  department  that  the  expense 
sliould  be  so  great. 

Sir  li.  STOUT  said  that  ho  found  that,  as 
tho  population  increased,  so  did  the  expense  of 
taking  the  census  increase.  As  it  was,  the 
letters  from  the  enumerators  and  sub-enume- 
rators in  all  parts  of  the  colony  were  innume- 
rable, complaining  that  they  wore  under- 
paid. 

Mr,  E.  liicluirdson 


Mr.  WAKEFIELD  .said  there  w  s^ 
waste  of  money  in  making  up  cases  ui 
which  were  of  no  value  to  anybodr.  Is 
stance,  in  one  table  he  found  that'thsiva 
five  members  of  the  House  of  EepresaHQL 
This  arose  from  there  bemg  a  table  (^(»s^ 
tions  under  which  five  persons  hu  s:ai 
themselves  as  members  of  the  House  of  L^ 
sentatives.  Such  a  thing  was  ndieiL«i6i.a{ 
ought  not  to  be  allowed ;  and  yet  tk 
thing  was  carried  through  table  &ftertiHJi 
all  of  which  one  found  these  five  mssksi 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Ih&L^iok 
there  was  a  table  of  household  relaciccs.  sas 
which  there  were  to  be  found  soounjiiKSaa- 
in-law  and  sisters-in-law,  who  were  also  ooad 
through  innumerable  tables.  And  so  n  « 
on  all  through.  Tho  fact  was,  the  fj^a- 
General  aimed  at  too  much,  and  ther^is 
a  weighty  volume  of  returns  of  no  luc  tJ 
body.  No  doubt,  in  England  these  nxm ' 
were  carried  to  a  very  minute  extent;  kiik 
was  for  reasons  which  did  not  exiss  m  tla 
colony.  If  he  were  to  read  these  ubks  ci  & 
suits  to  tho  House  he  could  keep  hosositi} 
members  in  fits  of  laughter  for  an  hoor-av 
one  result  was  brought  out  in  one  col^uusii 
another  result  in  another  colnnin  (icgi  a 
same  return.  He  was  not  one  whc  eTtrooi- 
demned  a  public  officer,  because  be  bdJoi 
Qovernment  responsible  for  their  officcn;  ai 
he  might  say  that  this  money  was  not  n^i 
on  salaries,  for  the  officers  of  this  dc-p&rtzss( 
were  paid  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  Q&oezs  i 
the  corresponding  department  in  sdt  oik 
colony.  The  money  was  wasted  in  doisf  ps- 
fectly  useless  work.  The  reproach  againsitta 
statistics  was  that  they  were  brouj^htoaisw 
twelve  months  after  those  furnisbed  bj  otbs 
colonics. 

Mr.  BARRON,  as  an  instance  of  tiK  n^ 
culous  things  that  appeared  in  these  stiii^ 
might  Eay  that  under  the  heading  "Sia^^ 
one  person  had  returned  '*  one  hvdraalie  no- 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  attention  to  tbe* 
cumstance  that  in  somo  districts  the  ca&i 
taking  the  last  census  had  been  mere  titt 
double  that  of  taking  it  in  1681. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  the  nat^ 
result  of  the  incresise  of  population.  Tk  ca- 
lectois  were  paid  so  much  per  hundred  pspa* 
collected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  not  nndeistacd^ 
explanation,  because  in  some  disiricts  wlj 
the  expense  was  not  larger  than  it  ^  *  jf 
previous  occasion  the  population  was  ««» 
what  it  was.  He  could  only  add  ^^**  ^?T 
an  arrangement  as  that  refened  to  by  tae^ 
mier  had  been  made  it  was  a  most  »»8» 
arrangement.  . 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  if  tho  whole  of  the aiwaas 

was  spent.  /^ 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  it  wastopajH 
work  still  necessary  in  tho  ofl&ces  in  wnii«»s 
with  tho  census.  ,    ^4 

Mr.  O'CONOR  suggested  that  in  t^J^ 
census-paper  a  name  should  be  ^T^-^  » 
would  not  be  offensive  to  any  »*^"*J^ 
the  example  showing  how  to  describe »P»» 
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in  a  state  of  ignorance.    "  Bridget  Connolly  " 
conld  surely  read  and  write  by  this  time. 
Vote,  £1,200,  agreed  to. 
Charitable,  £1,856,  agreed  to. 
Lunatic  asylums,  £750. 
Dr.  KEWMAN  said  it  was  a  hardship  that 
leave  of  absence  should  not  be  granted  to  the 
medical  officers  of  asylums  unless  they  paid 
a  locum  tenens,  while  all  the  other  officers  re- 
ceived a  month's  leave  of  absence  during  the 
year,  and  had  substitutes  paid. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE  regretted  exceedingly 
that  some  provision  had  not  been  made  to 
give  a  larger  salary  to  the  Resident  Medical 
Officer  at  Auckland  than  had  hitherto  been 
paid.  They  had  lost  the  services  of  the  medical 
officer  there  in  consequence  of  the  smallness 
of  the  salary ;  and  he  hoped  the  Cabinet  would 
not  insist  upon  such  a  paltry  salary  being  paid 
in  future,  as  they  were  not  likely  to  get  a  good 
professional  man  for  that  again. 

Mr.  HATCH  thought  a  large  portion  of  the 
£750  might  be  saved,  as  servants  were  always 
willing  to  do  extra  work  on  condition  that  they 
in  turn  received  leave  of  absence.  The  placing 
of  these  sums  on  the  estimates  did  not  show 
a  desire  for  that  rigid  economy  which  he  was 
sure  would  in  a  short  space  of  time  be  forced 
opon  the  Government. 

Mr.  FISHER  might  ask  the  Government 
whether  it  was  their  intention  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Wellington  Lunatic  Asylum.  Under  an  arrange- 
ment with  Dr.  Grabham  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent was  to  receive  an  increased  salary,  and 
he  (Mr.  Fisher)  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
Any  intention  of  acting  on  that  understanding. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Government 
had  refused  increases  almost  all  round  the  Civil 
Service ;    but  he  Ekgreed  with  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  West,  as 
well  as  with  what  had  been  said  by  the  honour- 
.  able  member  for  Wellington  South — that  the 
Balaries  would  have  to  be  increased  to  keep 
^efficient  men  at  their  post.     He  was  afraid 
ihat  £400  was  too  small  a  salary. 
Vote,  £750,  agreed  to. 
Printing  and  stationery,  £1,470,  agreed  to. 
Stock  branch,  £710. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  an  explanation 
•of  the  vote  for  "  remission  of  rent  of  infected 
runs." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that,  in  order  to  get 
lid  of  scab,  they  had  been  obliged  to  insist  upon 
-certxiin  owners  of  runs  not  having  their  runs 
depastured,  and  this  sum  was  for  the  remission 
of  rents  during  the  time  the  runs  were  disused. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  know  if  the 
necessity  for  the  Government  taking  possession 
of  the  runs  in  question  had  not  been  caused 
direotly  by  the  occupants  whose  rents  it  was 
proposed  to  remit  in  this  way. 

Mr.  BRUCE  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber ^'ho  had  spoken  should  give  the  Committee 
the  benefit  of  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  replied  that  his  knowledge 
on  the  subject  was  this :  that  in  the  Kaikoura 
District,  where  this  amount  of  money  was  pro- 
posed to  be  spent,  it  was  notorious  that  proper 


efforts  were  not  made  by  the  occupants  of  the 
runs  to  keep  their  runs  clean,  and  that  the 
whole  country-side  was  kept  in  a  state  of  terror 
from  the  presence  of  scab  on  those  runs.  It 
W81S  notorious  that  the  Government  ought  to 
have  taken  possession  of  these  runs  years  be- 
fore they  had  done  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  no  legal  power  to  take  possession 
of  these  runs  without  remitting  the  rents. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  if  the  honourable 
member  would  state  clearly  to  whom  this  £710 
was  to  be  paid. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  it  was  to  be  paid 
to  five  people  whose  names  he  would  give  if 
honourable  members  desired  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wanted  to  know  if  any 
agreement  had  been  entered  into  with  those 
gentlemen,  or  any  petition  presented. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  this  matter  came  up  last 
year,  and  the  House  voted  money  to  have  the 
sheep  killed.  If  this  money  were  not  paid  the 
Government  would  probably  be  sued,  and  have 
to  pay  more  in  law-costs. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  this  was  not  doing  oven 
justice.  These  runholdcrs  were  to  be  voted 
this  money,  while  he  had  to  try  hard  to  get  a 
small  extension  of  time  for  Crown  tenants  on 
the  West  Coast.  These  people  would  get  their 
runs  back  after  the  Government  had  cleaned 
them. 

Mr.  DODSON  said  these  people  had  been 
deprived  of  their  runs,  and  were  not  allowed  to 
put  stock  on  them  for  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  these  runholders  met 
with  misfortune  in  their  business,  and  the  Go- 
vernment were  cleaning  their  land  of  scab, 
remitting  their  rents,  and  handing  back  the 
runs  in  a  clean  condition.  He  never  heard  a 
more  monstrous  proposal. 

^Ir.  TURNBULL  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  hardly  right.  Those  runs  were  in- 
fected through  sheep  coming  on  to  them  from 
Government  lands.  The  runholders  had  been 
heavily  fmed. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  there  was  any 
report  of  a  Committee  on  this  subject. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  think  there  was  any 
report. 

Ur.  WAKEFIELD  asked  if  this  money  would 
go  straight  to  a  large  loan  company. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  had  no  knowledge  of  that. 
The  arrangement  made  with  those  people  was 
that  they  were  to  get  twelve  months'  rent,  and 
2s.  6d.  per  head  for  the  sheep  killed. 

Mr.  DODSON  said  that  no  loan  company  had 
anything  to  do  with  these  runs.  These  people 
had  been  harassed  until  they  were  practically 
ruined,  after  their  country  had  been  scabbed 
from  the  Government  country  at  the  back. 
During  the  last  summer  the  Government  had 
made  considerable  efforts  to  clean  that  country, 
and  had  killed  750  sheep. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  did  not  think  the  justice  of 
making  this  payment  was  affected  by  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  money  went  to  a  loan  com- 
pany or  not.    This  was  a  simple  act  of  justice. 

^Ir.  LANCE  said  the  House  at  the  end  of 
1384  determined  to  vote  £3,600  to  stamp  scab 
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Mr.  BROWX  was  sure  the  members  did  not 
undorstarul  thu  circumstances  of  this  case. 
Sir  William  Vox  w.ih  a  member  of  the  House 
when  ho  performed  the  greater  part  of  the 
datich  referred  to,  and  the  whole  of  his  ex- 
pcnsi's  were  paid.  In  1880  Sir  William  Fox 
Haid  tint  what  prevented  the  improvement  of 
the  colony,  in  a/Mition  to  the  wild  talk  about 
the  nii«  arniv.l  incri-mrnt  and  the  imposition  of 
the  land-tax,  was  the  hiqh  rate  of  wages.  He 
tlio;i;^lit  tilt'  Clovemmcnt  should  retain  the 
£2,1)  »*)  It,  U.I.S  now  propv)srd  to  vote  to  that 
goniicMian,  and  use  it  for  the  employment  of 
lalHiUv. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  recognized  the  justice  of  the 
cla:ni,  and  would  vote  in  this  matter  with  the 
hunouiable  member  for  Kgmont  and  with  the 
GoviTiuncnt. 

Mr.  Fl.sMKR  said  that,  quite  apart  from  the 
rornjjir.itivt'lv  recont  services  rendered  by  Sir 
Wilha'.n  Fox  in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  West  Coast  Native  dithculty  — 
which  S'  rvicos  were  fully  set  out  in  the  very 
able  rrp  >rlH  on  the  Kubjcet  which  were  sub- 
mitted t.)  Parliamrnt  —  it  should  be  remem- 
biTod  that  at  anytime  within  the  last  thirty 
yoai-s  Sir  William  Fox  had  rendered  this 
roh>iiv  very  groat  public  service.  Neither 
kIiouM  It  bo  forgotten  that  he  was  one  who 
hail  a-^^i^t  -d  to  foun«l  the  colony,  that  he  had 
always  h-  en  a  prominent  public  man,  and  had 
T\v\rr  si.r.tpd  hinisj»lf  in  rendering  whatever 
puh'.ii'  '^  >ivire  ho  could  to  the  colonists  of  New 
Zeal;itil.  Other  countries,  in  the  recognition 
of  t'.ie  services  of  such  men,  had  never  been 
slow,  an.l  th»>v  need  not  go  back  to  the  best 
and  ^Tandest  days  of  English  political  history 
to  se.ireh  for  precedents  of  this  nature.  There 
was  til"  r-M'eTjt  ca.so  of  Sir  John  Robertson  in 
New  .S..'uli  Wales.  The  Parliament  of  that 
coh.ny  h.id  voted  £10,000  to  that  eminent 
puh.ie  man,  who.so  declining  years  were  not 
HoftiMUMl  hy  the  comforts  of  attlucnce.  Sir 
John  U oh-.Ttson  had  not  anv  specific  claim 
njx^n  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  such 
jvs  e\isie  1  in  this  case ;  but  the  Parliament  of 
that  c  loiiv,  recognizing  that  ho  was  a  man 
who  h.i'l  >»;ven  to  the  service  of  the  colony  his 
best  ahilities  for  a  periwl  extending  over  a 
groat  number  of  years,  was  not  slow  to  take 
nieau<i  to  ease  down  his  declining  days.  Now, 
there  was  a  strong  case  for  the  colony  to  do 
the  s:\me  thing  in  regard  to  Sir  William  Fox, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  deal  with  the 
matter  in  a  high  and  generous  spirit,  and  with 
Kome  show  of  handsomeness  and  unanimity. 

Mr.  KKIlli  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  sum 
if  a  pri^per  name  was  given  to  it.  Ho  had 
known  Sir  William  Fox  for  forty-odd  years, 
and  knew  that  he  had  done  very  great  good  to 
the  colony  ever  since  he  had  been  in  it,  acd 
that  he  had  been  ready  at  any  time  to  give  his 
services  to  the  public. 

Mr.  (J HACK  would  like  the  Premier  to  state 
wheilu'r  this  sum  would  eventually  be  charged 
again>t  Maori  lands. 
SirU.  STOFT.— No. 

Mr.  HROWN  ask.d  if  it  was  not  the  case 
that  during   the   time  Sir   William   Fox  was 


engaged  on  the  West  Coast  CoasaBBakl 
received  £10  a  day  for  tiaTelling  eipeea. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  tbtwrn 
the  case.  Sir  William  Fox  had  oDljnsaii 
actual  trayelling  expenses,  and  no^k« 
work  done. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  voteiii|ft 
upon  a  false  issue  altogether.  He  isii 
vote  for  the  item,  not  bec&nse  Sirfiii 
Fox  had  done  service  in  regard  to  the  sia 
mentioned,  but  because  he  had  ooeopai^ 
position  of  Premier  in  this  colony  for  &|a( 
many  years,  was  at  all  times  ready  topvift 
services  to  the  colony  free  of  chuge.  si 
unfortunately,  circumstances  had  ansecvai 
had  been  detailed  to  the  House,  whidi]a]ei 
a  graceful  act  on  the  part  of  the  HoQsefi)|a 
this  voto.  This  was  not  the  fizst  occsast 
which  a  vote  of  the  sort  bad  be^  jaM. 
When  the  late  Dr.  Featherston  died  an 
of  £3,000  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  b* 
latives ;  and  it  was  well  that  a  dcasesa 
country  should  show  at  times  that  itcoiiK 
grateful  for  services  rendered  to  fcbe  c«e2i. 
He  hoped  the  voto  would  be  pissed  m  pa  cij 
in<?  spirit,  and  that  it  would  be  a  free  gift  xsr 
William  Fox  in  recognition  of  his  serrios* 
the  country. 

Mr.  SUTTER  thought  the  lastspeakeW 
made  a  most  extraordinary  statemeat  s 
William  Fox  had  made  money  in  ^^^'^ 
and  now  they  were  asked  to  pay  his:  ^ 
amount  because  he  had  been  Premier. 

Mr.  KEIiR  could  say  that  Sir  William  Fb 
had  not  made  his  money  in  the  cmj, » 
was  a  moneyed  man  when  he  cameintort,«s» 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  cokaj. 

Mr.  DODSON  would  vote  for  the  itemca» 
distinct  understanding  that  itwasfotsawe 
rendered  in  connection  with  the  settlcn^^ 
the  Maori  claims  on  the  West  Coast  l'^ 
were  to  set  the  example  of  rewarding ik^^ 
had  rendered  the  colony  emment  pabW » 
vices  thev  might  have  oticr  claims.  ^ 
jocted  also  to  having  private  *fi*"?^ 
before  the  House  in  the  way  they  0*2 » 
treated  during  the  evening.  ,  t, 

^Ir.  HATCH  said  the  honoarablenflflK^^ 
K;,Mnont  referred  to  the  valuable  wtt^SK. 
Sir  F.  1).  Bell  also  on  this  Conunf®;^ 
would  suggest  that  the  best  thing ^^ 
nu-nt  could  do  was  to  bring  downa^ 
dispoNing  of  this  matter.  ^  ^ 

^Ir.  SFDDON  could  quite  ^^°^^ 
honourable  member  for  Egmon',%!J<^ 
porters  wishing  to  reward  a  friend  oiH|fli_^ 
Ho  could  remember  that  on  thecomP"-^^ 
the  work  Sir  William  Fox's  ^r,^ 
described  in  the  House  as  most  pwcoo^' jj^j, 
he  refused  any  pecuniary  reward  ^    i\^ 

«-    anrl    iinon  the  stlfiDgBi  ** , ; 


his  expenses ;    and   upon 

doing  that  the  House  unanii 

him  a  vote  of  thanks.    ^°  ^^^' f^ '5erv:«» 

now  vote  that  gentleman  £2,000  ^"r    ^j 


unammousiy  *^^.j; 
Nodoabtth_ey2- 


which,  in  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  0P"^*°^!n^«g! 
paid  for  at  the  time.  If  J^yW^Si**^ 
made  to  Sir  William  Fox  it  '^^"j  .Tjeiit'^* 
from  the  credit  given  to  him:  and  J«  .^^ 


I  this  voto  was  against  Six  WiUi*^ 


Foxi»^ 
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Icnew^  Sir  William  Fox  to  be  the  soul  of 
^uf,  and  what  he  did  was  for  the  good 
^e  colony.  At  the  commencement  of 
a  services  Sir  William  Fox  was  a  mem- 
o£  felxe  House,  and  could  not  receive  this 
nexit  without  a  breach  of  the  Disqualifica- 
Ac^.  This  vote  would  practically  be  an 
XoTL  of  the  provisions  of  the  Disqualification 
^^e  would  remind  those  honourable  mem- 
i  wlio  voted  for  this  item  that  they  would 
sst&blishing  a  bad  precedent,  which  would 
»biiily  be  acted  upon  in  the  cases  of  other 
ral  Commissions. 

ir  R.  STOUT  said  that  Sir  William  Fox 
Tiot  even  charge  travelling  allowance;  he 
y  got  actual  travelling  expenses,  which  were 
▼oached  for.  The  expenses  of  the  Gonmiis- 
n  were  £371  ITs.  7d.  for  four  years. 
ilr.  BROWN  said  the  voting  of  this  £2,000 
ant  that  four  thousand  working-people  in 
Ew  Zealand  would  be  reduced  in  wages  oy  6d. 
lay.  That  was  the  intention  of  this  vote. 
Bifr.  O'CONOB  said  this  discussion  showed 
at  lionourable  members  should  have  full 
portunity  to  consider  this  matter,  and  to  in- 
ire  into  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
ftixn  -was  made.  He  did  not  think,  at  this 
riod  of  the  session,  they  should  be  asked  to 
te  such  a  large  sum  of  money  on  the  autho- 
ty  of  the  doubtful  statements  they  had  heard 
at  evening.  The  whole  matter  should  be 
ibmitted  to  the  examination  of  a  Committee. 
apposing,  even,  the  Government  did  get  the 
>te,  the  country  would  not  be  satisfied  that 
le  case  had  been  properly  considered,  but 
oold  infer  that  it  had  been  rushed  through, 
[e  moved,  That  progress  be  reported. 
Mr.  TURNBULL  was  sorry  this  matter  had 
ot  been  brought  down  in  a  different  shape,  so 
bat  it  might  be  discussed  in  a  full  House.  It 
lust  be  remembered  that  this  was  not  the 
only  claim  on  the  colony,  as  there  were  other 
•ery  large  claims  which  had  been  inquired  into. 
le  acknowledged  that  Sir  William  Fox  hcbd 
)erformed  very  valuable  services  to  the  colony ; 
mt  there  were  others  who  had  also  done  so. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  no  one  appre- 
siated  the  personal  and  political  character  of  Sir 
William  Fox  more  than  he  did ;  but  it  was 
aever  intended  that  he  should  receive  any- 
thing for  those  services.  It  was  a  mere  subter- 
fuge to  say  that  this  sum  was  for  services  as 
West  Coast  Commissioner :  it  was  meant  as  a 
zecognition  of  his  public  services  generally,  and 
it  should  have  been  stated  so. 

Mr.  GORE  knew  nothing  about  this  matter, 
but  he  did  know  that  other  honourable  gentle- 
men had  performed  valuable  public  services 
inthout  being  paid.  There  was  the  Fiji  Com- 
nussion,  for  instance.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, he  would  vote  for  the  item  being 
Btmck  out. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  know  whether 
by  voting  for  this  amount  they  would  establish 
&  precedent  for  payment  of  services  rendered 
by  Railway  and  other  Commissioners.  There 
had  been  several  of  these  Commissioners  who 
were  members  of  Parliament  while  they  were 
acting  as  Commissioners,  and  were  consequently 


disqualified  from  receiving  any  payment.  If 
Sir  William  Fox  got  £2,000  for  his  services  on. 
the  West  Coast  the  gentlemen  who  composed 
those  other  Conmiissions  would  certainly  be 
equally  entitled  to  receive  payment  now  for- 
services  rendered  while  they  were  disqualified.. 
He  would  oppose  the  vote,  as  it  established  a 
very  bad  precedent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Premier  had  pro- 
mised to  save  between  £30,000  and  £40,000 
on  the  estimates  during  the  next  year,  and 
if  the  Committee  passed  this  £2,000  it  would 
mean  the  dismissal  of  so  many  more  officers 
from  the  Service.  Many  honourable  members 
had  applied  during  the  session  for  small  sums 
for  important  works,  but  had  been  told  that 
there  was  no  money  in  the  Treasury  for  them;: 
and  yet  it  was  now  proposed  to  give  this  £2,000 
for  no  reason  whatever.  This  item  did  not 
bear  its  proper  title  on  the  estimates.  It 
should  appear  as  **  compassionate  allowance." 
That  gentleman's  services  had  been  paid  for 
by  the  gratitude  of  the  people  and  of  that 
House,  and,  having  received  his  payment  in  that 
way,  it  was  hardly  right  that  the  House  should 
now  be  asked  to  pay  him  in  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence.  Then,  it  was  said  that  Sir  William 
Fox  was  coming  into  that  House  again,  and 
that  this  money  was  to  be  the  wherewithal  to 
run  the  election.  These  were  the  rumours  in 
the  lobbies.  It  was  also  said  that  gentleman 
was  to  be  the  next  Premier.  The  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  to  get  his  next  Premier 
into  the  House,  wanted  the  House  to  vote 
£2,000.  He  hoped  that  the  time  was  far  dis- 
tant when  New  Zealand  would  have  to  get  its 
Premier  in  that  way. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  that  the  honouiK 
able  member  for  Kumara  had  not  acted  with 
his  usual  generosity.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
Sir  William  Fox  was  a  man  of  distinguished 
ability  and  character,  who  had  done  the  colony 
some  service,  and  he  regretted  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  should  have  spoken 
of  him  as  he  had  done.  He  thought  this  mat- 
ter was  easily  settled.  Instead  of  giving  the 
honourable  gentleman  this  grant  let  the  Go- 
vernment call  him  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
His  distinguished  services  entitled  him  to  that.. 
He  did  not  like  this  grant  of  monoy,  because  it 
would  form  a  very  bad  precedent. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  his  objection  to  the 
vote  was  that  it  was  really  an  infringement 
of  the  Disqualification  Act.  Under  that  Act 
it  was  provided  that  no  person  being  a  member 
of  the  House  could  receive  payment  for  services, 
rendered,  except  those  allowed  by  law,  so  long 
as  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  or  for  twelve 
months  afterwards.  It  was  now  projwsed  to 
give  Sir  William  Fox  money  which  he  could 
not  lawfully  have  received  owing  to  his  having 
been  a  member  of  Parliament.  The  House 
had  iJways  jealously  guarded  the  payment 
of  public  money  to  members  of  the  House,, 
and  it  tras  not  right  that  the  provisions  of 
the  law  should  be  evaded  as  was  proposed  in 
this  case.  He  regarded  Sir  William  Fox  as  an. 
eminent  colonist  of  many  years*  standing,  and. 
should  be  glad  to  vote  him  money  if  necessary 
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on  that  account ;  but  ho  could  not  vote  to  re- 
ward him  for  Hcrviccs  rendored  >\hilo  he  was  a 
inenibor  of  that  llousr.  It  was  utterly  opposed 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Disqualification  Act. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
•'  That  progress  be  reported.*' 

Ayks.  13. 
Barron  Hatch  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Brown  Macandrow 

Cowan  T'arata  T filers. 

Goto  Richardson,  G.  O'Conor 

Guinness  Soddon  TurnbuU. 

NoKs,  4G. 

Atkinfton  Hirst,  H.  Kolloston 

Ballaiice  Hislop  Russell 

Beethiun  Ilobbs  Samuel 

B.-Bnul.^haw  Joyce  Stout 

Bruce  Kerr  Ta\  lor 

Buchanan  Lake  Tiiomson,  J.  W. 

Buckland.J.C.  Lance  Tulo 

Cadumu  Larniirh  Vopcl 

Conolly  Macaitlair  Waki*  field 

Duncan  MarkiMi.'.ie,  ^I.  Walker 

FtTRus  McMillan  Whvte 

Fisher  MentiaUi  Wilbou. 

Frascr  Mitchelscm 

Fulton  0'Calla)^han  Tdkrs. 

Grace  Pear.«»on  Buckland,  W.F. 

Hakuenc  Richardson,  K.  Reid. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

McKenzio,  J.  Rooso 

^loss.  Dodson. 

Majority  agauist,  33. 

Motion  npRatived. 

Mr.  SKDlioN  moved,  That  the  vote,  "Refund 
of  Native  Land  Court  fe(>s  charged  on  Rucces- 
sion  duties,  jtll,"  be  struck  out.  Ho  did  so 
because  he  considered  it  desirable  to  change 
the  subject. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  seemed  to  him  there 
was  no  chance  of  getting  the  item  through 
except  by  sitting  on  Sunday  morning,  and  he 
would  therefore  move  to  report  the  resolutions 
to  the  House,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  HISLOP  wished  to  know  if  progress  was 
to  be  reported  whenever  a  few  members  chose 
to  make  tliemsolves  obstructive. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  if  thov  did  not  do 
this  they  would  have  to  go  on  sitting  on  Sun- 
day morning. 

^Ir.  HISLOP  thouKht  that  the  liberties  of 
the  House  were  a  great  deal  more  sacred  than 
keeping  the  Sunday  holy.  The  exhibition  they 
had  had  was  such  an  exhibition  as  they  ought 
not  to  encourage  ;  and,  if  the  Government  were 
going  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  colony, 
they  ought  on  such  occasions  to  be  iirmer  than 
they  seemed  inclined  to  be  towards  their  ob- 
structive supporters.  He  protested  against  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  giving  way.  It 
would  be  bettor  to  sit  riglit  through  the  Sun- 
day than  to  waive  the  privilej;es  of  the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  of  course,  every  day 
was  lioly  alike  to  him,  but  he  thought  they 
should,  on  occasions  like  this,  respect  the  feel- 
ings of  other  people. 

Mr.  Montgomery 


Major  ATKINSON  agreed  with  tJs«T2ffc 
Premier  had  taken.  He  was  not  in  tkiHl 
of  giving  way  to  unreasonable  oppos::^  ri 
had  this  been  an  ordinary  occasios  ht  rd 
have  been  prepared,  to  support  the  Govtessi^ 
to  sit  as  many  hours  as  might  be  B-eetaBj; 
because  he  did  not  admit  that  ths  sstsof 
had  any  right  at  all  to  take  the  coniBe  t^bi 
been  taken.  It  seemed,  however,  to  bt  ite 
least  violence  to  the  fitness  of  thingi  t.  m 
way  rather  than  to  have  an  onseenilTss^ 
during  Sunday.  The  Premier  had,  lietkii^ 
adopted  the  right  course.  It  was  an  Tsta- 
nate  thing  that  the  rules  of  the  Hous«  aiM 
a  minority  to  act  unreasonably  again^  a  » 
jority.  It  was  very  unfoitonate  that  the  ah 
of  the  House  should  be  prostituted  in  tfcev^ 
they  were  occasionally;  but  he  consideiBd a 
was  better  for  them  to  submit  on  the  prad 
occasion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  unieasotili 
and  had  not  offered  opposition  to  the  v^a 
without  taking  the  opinion  of  some  tvmi^i 
thirty  members  on  it.  In  the  present  ciraai" 
stances  of  the  colony  he  did  not  think  it  agfet 
that  the  sum  should  be  voted;  hut  ifbe^m 
detaining  honourable  members  who  had  wak 
arrangements  for  leaving  he  would  withto 
his  opposition  and  simply  vote  agaimt  tii 
item. 

Mr.  TURXBULL  had  great  pleasure  in  baH^ 
ing  the  sentiment  that  had  fallen  fno  ii 
Premier,  and  thought  the  debate  had  not  bees 
lost  time,  for  it  had  gained  an  expresswa  rf 
sentiment  from  the  Premier  that  would  toai 
liim  very  much  in  the  esteem  of  the  cosctty 
If  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  he  (Mi.  to- 
bull)  would  withdraw  his  opposition;  beta 
would  warn  the  House  that  they  were  op« 
the  door  to  something  that  would  cost  » 
country  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  wished  to  deny  the  imj^ 
tion  that  had  been  cast  upon  him  of  "  ssflse* 
walling."  He  had  not  had  the  least  intaaa 
of  doing  anything  of  the  kind.  He  had  aj 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  the  item  went  »  ?! 
vote  at  once  he  must  vote  against  it;  »m^ 
so  doing  he  might  do  a  great  injustice,  twfl 
the  circumstances  it  would  surely  he  vi»J 
postpone  the  matter,  so  as  to  allow  honoanfiK 
members  an  opportunity  of  reflecting  ip*''^ 
for  if  this  vote  were  passed  it  should  be  pis*J 
almost  unanimously.  i 

Mr.  HATCH  said  his  remarks  hadnotbtfi   i 
made  with  a  view  to  being  obstrucdw.  ?' 
objected  to  the  vote,  and  would  vote  againsiR 

Motion  to  report  iprogrcss  agreed  to. 

HARBOLTIS  BILL. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  foUo«iJ« 
report  by  the  Managers  of  the  Free  Cgb!^ 
upon  the  amendments  made  by  the  Connc"  ^ 
the  Harbours  Bill  be  agreed  to :— 

"  In  clause  16  it  was  agreed  to  insert  *w^ 
•ferry-boat*  the  words  *when  actually  tofini* 
vessel.' 

•*  In  respect  to  clause  23  it  was  agreed  vh 
the  rate  should  remain  as  fixed  by  the  Ho** 
of  Representatives. 
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ISTelson  was  £37.  If  the  Government  would 
Ask  the  American  Government  they  could  get 
the  ova  given  to  them,  and  if  due  care  were 
taken  to  see  that  there  was  no  delay  at  Auck- 
land they  should  reach  their  destination  in 
thirty  or  thirty-five  days,  and  there  would  be 
95  per  cent,  hatched  out.  It  was  the  delay  at 
Auckland  which  generally  killed  the  ova. 
Vote,  £1,448,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII.— Minister  of  Education. 
Head  office,  £50. 
Public  schools,  £50. 
Native  schools,  £370. 
Deaf-and-dumb  Institution,  £90. 

Class  IX. — Minister  op  Native  Affairs. 
Miscellaneous,  £2,726. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item,  "  Services  of  Hon.  Sir  William  Fox  as 
Oommissioncr  under  *  The  West  Coast  Settle- 
ment Act,  1880,'  £2,000." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  explained  that  the  item  was 
put  on  the  estimates  in  accordance  with  a 
promise  given  in  answering  a  question  put  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  a  day  or 
two  previously. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  pointed  out  that  Sir 
William  Fox  was  a  member  of  the  House  when 
he  was  appointed  Commissioner,  and  could  not 
liave  received  salary  then.  Besides,  there  were 
other  members  of  the  House  who  were  ap- 
pointed Commissioners,  and  who  had  done  a 
great  deal  of  work,  yet  they  were  not  paid  any- 
thing. If  this  claim  were  admitted  there 
"would  be  a  good  many  other  claims.  He  did 
not  feel  inclined  to  vote  for  this  item,  from 
what  he  knew  of  the  circumstances;  but  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  or 
the  Government  that  was  in  power  during  the 
time  work  was  done,  would  give  the  House  a 
iittle  more  information. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  like  to  know  if  this  vote  was 
retrospective,  because  there  would  be  a  good 
many  other  Commissioners  who  would  like  to 
liave  pay  if  that  were  so.  There  were  many 
■who  had  done  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
.and  had  received  no  pay  and  scant  thanks. 
TLq  himself  had  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in 
inquiring  into  the  claims  of  the  Ormond 
xnilitary  settlers,  and  all  that  he  had  received 
ior  labour  extending  at  intervals  over  three 
jrears  was  a  cturt  letter  of  thanks  from  the 
TJnder- Secretary.  Dr.  Wallis  had  travelled 
over  the  colony  and  done  a  considerable 
Amount  of  work  in  respect  to  the  University 
Commission;  yet  he  did  not  get  even  all  his 
expenses  paid.  There  were  a  good  many  other 
Oommisaioners  who  ought  to  have  been  paid, 
if  as  members  of  Parliament  they  had  been 
allowed  to  charge.  There  ought  to  be  more 
ijoiormation  and  inquiry  before  they  voted  this 
money. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  it  was  quite 
reasonable  the  Committee  should  ask  for  com- 
plete information  in  regard  to  this  item,  though 
be  must  say  he  felt  somewhat  surprised  at  the 
c«inarks  that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable 
Enemher  who  had  just  sat  down  ;  because,  if  he 


remembered  aright,  no  one  was  stronger  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  in  his 
demands  that  justice  should  be  done  to  the 
Natives.  The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
was  entirely  wrong  in  his  statement  with  regard 
to  Sir  William  Fox  having  been  a  member  of 
Parliament  while  Commissioner.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  Parliament,  except  for  a  very  short 
time.  Ho  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment in  1881,  while  the  Commission  was  not 
finally  wound  up  till  the  middle  of  1884.  Ho 
ventured  to  say  there  was  not  a  single  person 
in  the  House  or  in  the  country  who  had  done 
more  work  which  would  have  a  permanent 
value  than  Sir  William  Fox  had  done  during 
the  three  or  four  years  that  he  had  devoted  to 
the  work  of  this  Commission.  As  honourable 
members  were  aware,  there  was  a  great  diffi- 
culty on  the  West  Coast  some  years  ago,  and 
the  House  had  to  pass  several  Acts  in  order 
to  get  the  difficulty  settled.  Some  persons 
thought  that  Sir  William  Fox  had  settled  the 
Native  difficulty  entirely ;  but  he  did  not  go  so 
far  as  that,  although  he  was  prepared  to  admit 
that  Sir  William  Fox's  work  had  contributed 
greatly  to  the  settlement  of  it,  and  had  put 
things  in  a  satisfa,ctory  position.  When  the 
work  was  completed  Sir  William  Fox  declined 
to  receive  any  remuneration  for  it.  When  the 
Native  Minister  of  the  late  Government  in- 
formed him  that  the  Government  proposed  to 
ask  the  House  for  a  vote  of  £2,000  for  his 
services.  Sir  William  Fox  said  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  felt  that  he  might  simply 
accept  thanks  for  his  services.  He  had  under- 
taken the  work  as  a  matter  of  love,  and  because 
he  had  a  special  interest  in  it.  He  therefore 
declined  to  allow  the  Government  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment for  any  appropriation.  Since  then,  as  he 
was  informed.  Sir  William  Fox  had  met  with 
considerable  losses,  and  he  felt  now,  as  he  was 
getting  into  old  age,  that  he  might  well  say  to 
the  Government,  *'  If  you  are  still  willing  to 
recognize  my  services  on  the  terms  previously 
mentioned,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the 
money."  He  (Major  Atkinson)  had  therefore 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask  the  Government  to 
put  this  sum  on  the  estimates  in  recognition  of 
Sir  William  Fox's  services,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  agreed  to  with  something  like  un- 
animity. 

Mr.  KEER  believed  that  really  good  work 
had  been  done  by  Sir  William  Pox,  but  he 
would  like  to  know  if  that  gentleman  had  not 
been  paid  for  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No;  only  very  small  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  facts  explained  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  he  should  have  voted  against  the 
item.  He  had  never  had  any  connection  with 
Sir  William  Fox,  and  could  not  be  accused  of 
partiality  towards  him,  and  he  had  great  plea- 
sure in  bearing  testimony  to  the  very  great 
value  of  the  services  that  gentleman  had  ren- 
dered to  the  colony  in  bringing  his  knowledge, 
discretion,  and  experience,  gained  during  many 
years  of  public  service,  to  the  settlement  of  a 
very  difficult  question. 
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Mr.  BROWN  wa««  sure  tlic  members  did  not 
understand  the  oircuinstances  of  this  case. 
Sir  William  Fox  was  a  member  of  the  House 
when  lie  porformod  the  greater  part  of  the 
dutirs  referred  to,  and  tlie  whole  of  his  ex- 
penses were  paid.  In  1880  Sir  William  Fox 
Baid  tint  what  prevented  the  improvement  of 
the  colony,  in  twldition  to  the  wild  talk  about 
the  lUK-arned  incirment  and  the  imposition  of 
the  land-tax,  was  the  high  rate  of  wa^es.  He 
tlio5v.,'lit  the  (iovernment  should  retain  the 
£2,0  >i)  It  w;is  now  proposed  to  vote  to  that 
geiiilenian,  and  use  it  for  the  employment  of 
lal)oii!-. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  recognized  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  and  would  vote  in  this  matter  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Kgmont  and  with  the 
GoviTninent. 

Mr.  FISHF.R  said  that,  quite  apart  from  the 
roinpir.itively  recent  services  rendered  by  Sir 
WiliiaiJi  Fox  in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  West  Coast  Native  ditticulty  — 
winch  sf^rvicos  were  fully  set  out  in  the  very 
able  r»>p  »rts  on  the  subject  which  were  sub- 
mitttd  to  Parliament  —  it  sliould  be  remem- 
bered that  at  any  time  within  the  last  thirty 
years  Sir  William  Fox  had  rendered  this 
colon V  very  great  public  service.  Neither 
should  It  ho  forgotten  that  he  was  one  who 
liad  as  ,i^tjd  to  found  the  colony,  tliat  he  had 
always  h-(»n  a  prominent  public  man,  and  had 
iiovtr  stli:tcd  himself  in  rendering  whatever 
public  s  rvice  ho  could  to  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealaiul.  Other  countries,  in  the  recognition 
of  tlie  services  of  such  men,  had  never  been 
slow,  an  1  thev  need  not  go  hack  to  the  best 
M\(\  ^;randest  days  of  English  political  history 
to  seaieh  for  precedents  of  this  nature.  There 
was  tlje  rt.'cent  case  of  Sir  John  Kobertson  in 
Now  Si;nLh  Wales.  The  Parliament  of  that 
colo!iy  had  voted  £10,000  to  that  eminent 
public  man,  whoso  declining  years  were  not 
softened  by  the  comforts  of  aflluonco.  Sir 
John  Robertson  liad  not  any  specific  claim 
npon  the  people  of  New  Sonth  Wales  such 
as  exisicl  in  this  case;  but  the  Parliament  of 
that  c<i!onv,  recognizing  that  ho  was  a  man 
who  had  given  to  the  service  of  tin?  colony  his 
best  abilities  for  a  period  extending  over  a 
great  number  of  years,  was  not  slow  to  take 
means  to  ease  down  his  declining  days.  Now, 
there  was  a  strong  case  for  the  colony  to  do 
the  sanu!  thing  in  regard  to  Sir  William  Fox, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  deal  with  th« 
matter  in  a  high  and  generous  spirit,  and  with 
sonic  show  of  handsomeness  and  unanimity. 

Mr.  KKRn  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  sum 
if  a  proper  name  was  given  to  it.  He  had 
known  Sir  William  Fox  for  forty-odd  years, 
and  knew  that  he  had  done  very  great  good  to 
the  colony  ever  since  he  had  been  in  it,  and 
that  he  had  been  ready  at  any  time  to  give  his 
services  to  the  public. 

Mr.  (ilixVCE  would  like  the  Premier  to  stat* 
whether  this  sum  would  eventually  be  charged 
against  Maori  lands. 

Sir  R.  STOl'T.— No. 

^Ir.  BROWN  asked  if  it  was  not  the  case 
that  during   the   time  Sir   William   Fox  was 


engaged  on  the  West  Coast  Commissim  ^ 
received  £10  a  day  for  traTelLing  expenss. 

Sic  B.  STOUT  replied  thafc  th&s  was  ^ 
the  case.  Sir  William  Fox  had  only  laeehBd 
actual  travelling  expenses,  and  nothing  Ies  the 
work  done. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  thought  the  Tote  w^  pet 
upon  a  false  issue  altogether.  Hs  v«my 
vote  for  the  item,  not  because  Sir  Willija 
Fox  had  done  service  in  regard  to  the  ma:tff 
mentioned,  but  because  he  had  o«^upied  ^ 
position  of  Premier  in  this  colony  for  a  goat 
many  years,  was  at  all  times  ready  to  give  '^ 
services  to  the  colony  free  of  charge,  t^ 
unfortunately,  circumstances  had  arisen,  «hick 
had  been  detailed  to  the  House,  which  nukSeis 
a  graceful  act  on  the  part  of  the  House  so  pta 
this  vote.  This  was  not  the  first  occasion  at 
which  a  vote  of  the  sort  bad  been  passed 
When  the  late  Dr.  Featherston  died  an  am<M2i 
of  £3,000  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  hi*  re- 
latives; and  it  was  well  that  a  democrats? 
country  shoald  show  at  times  that  it  coald  ^ 
grateful  for  services  rendered  to  the  cocntry. 
He  hoped  the  vote  would  be  passed  in  no  cap- 
ing  spirit,  and  that  it  would  be  a  free  gift  ;oSir 
William  Fox  in  recognition  of  his  services  (q 
the  country. 

Mr.  SUTTER  thought  the  last  speaker  bad 
ma<le  a  most  extraordinary  statement  ^ 
William  Fox  had  made  money  in  the  colony, 
and  now  they  were  asked  to  pay  him  tiui 
amount  bocau.se  he  had  been  Premier. 

Mr.  KERR  could  say  that  Sir  William  Fxa 
had  not  made  his  money  in  the  colony,  bat 
was  a  moneyed  man  when  he  came  into  it,  sod 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  DODSON  would  vote  for  the  item  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  it  was  for  services 
rendered  in  connection  with  the  settlement  d 
the  Maori  claims  on  the  W'est  Coast.  If  ti»y 
were  to  set  the  example  of  rewarding  men  whi> 
had  renchn-ed  the  colony  eminent  pubhe  ser- 
vices tlicy  might  have  other  claims.  He  e^ 
jected  also  to  having  private  affairs  treated 
before  the  House  in  the  way  they  had  beo 
treated  during  the  evening. 

Mr.  H.VTCH  said  the  honourable  memberfcr 
F.gniont  referred  to  the  valuable  work  done  by 
Sir  F.  D.  Bell  also  on  this  Commisaion.  Hi 
would  suggest  that  the  best  thing  the  Govea- 
nient  could  do  was  to  bring  dow^n  a  Tote  Snaily 
disposing  of  this  matter. 

:^Ir.  SEDDON  could  quite  iindcrstend  tt« 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  and  his  sn|>- 
porters  wishing  to  reward  a  friend  of  their  owa. 
lie  could  remember  that  on  the  completive c' 
the  work  Sir  William  Fox's  services  were 
described  in  the  House  as  most  patriotic  ;  that 
ho  refused  any  pecuniary  reward  more  &ar 
his  expenses;  and  upon  the  strength  of  bi* 
doing  that  the  House  unanimously  accord^i 
him  a  vote  of  thanks.  No  doubt  they  wouJii 
now  vote  that  gentleman  £2,000  for  servirts 
which,  in  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  opinion,  were  well 
paid  for  at  the  time.  If  any  payment  va« 
made  to  Sir  William  Fox  it  would  take  aw 
from  the  credit  given  to  him;  and  he  beheved 
this  vote  was  against  Sir  William  Fox's  wisL 
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see  that  the  Houro  of  Hoprescntativcs  is  in 
any  way  barred  from  proceeding  to  scorch  tho 
JoarnaU  of  tho  Council.  I  may  further  say 
that  there  is  a  method  of  proceeding  usually 
adopted  that  is  calculated  to  produce  ulti- 
mately amicable  com  promisees  l>ctweon  tho  two 
Houses,  rather  than  by  dealing?  absolutely  with 
a  Bill  so  as  to  prevent  anv  fnrtlier  compromise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLKY.— If  in  order,  I 
will  move.  That  the  committal  of  the  Bill  be 
made  an  order  of  tiie  day  for  this  day. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  TOLLFIN.— Sir,  tho  course 
that  tho  Council  adt»ptud  on  a  rec(*nt  occa- 
sion with  respect  to  this  Bill  had  an  avowed 
object,  a-^  I  understand  it,  and  that  was  that, 
on  the  Bill  being  laid  aside,  the  usual  parlia- 
mentary cour*;e  should  be  followed  in  ro^.ird  to 
it:  that  the  Government  should  take  tiie  Bill 
and  remodel  it  alto^jcther,  leaving  out  the  very 
Jiumerous  objectionable  chiiisos  which  were 
found  to  be  in  tho  Bill,  and,  havinq  so  far  taken 
the  sense  of  tho  Council,  reintroduce  it  in 
tliis  or  another  place  in  the  form  in  which  it 
would  be  possible  for  this  Council,  in  the  dis- 
chara[o  of  it.s  duty  to  the  public,  to  accept  it.  I 
need  not  go  ai;ain  into  the  history  of  the  Bill 
or  into  an  cxaniinaLion  of  it^  dt  t.iils,  as  that 
has  been  already  done  with  great  clearness  by 
my  honourable  friend  Sir  Kicdcrick  Whilaker: 
ail  that  need  bo  said  aluait  it  now  is  that, 
after  leaving  out  all  tlje  provisions  of  the  Bill 
which  are  not  indi.-^pen^a'olv  necessary  for  the 
innneiliate  purpose  of  carrying  out  tho  en- 
^iigements  between  the  G(;vernment  and  the 
country,  the  ri;st  nniy  be  aliowcil  to  go. 

The 'Hon.  Sir  F.  WHlTAKKll.— 1  propose, 
That  this  dcl)ute  be  adjourned  till  half- past  two 
o'clock.  \Ve  shall  then  have  time  to  consider 
what  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  KKYIsOLDS.  —  I  trust  the 
Council  will  not  agree  to  that.  In  the  otht.r 
branch  of  the  Legislature  they  expect  to  finish 
their  business  to-day,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be  advisable  to  stop  the  proceedings  till  half- 
past  two.  I  would  not,  hov/cver,  object  to  a 
delay  till  after  the  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  has 
been  disposed  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think  the  ques- 
tion really  to  be  decided  by  this  Council  is, 
whether  they  are  prepared  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee at  all  on  tins  Bill.  I  hold,  myself, 
that  the  Bill  is  of  such  a  nature  that,  if  wc 
once  go  into  Committee,  it  might  result  in  a 
number  of  these  clauses  going  through  which 
ought  not  to  go  through,  'llu!  Ciovernment  are 
wise  in  their  generation :  they  simply  pick  out 
those  bits  which  are  urgently  necessary  for 
them  to  get  through,  and  tln^y  saciilice  tho 
others  in  order  to  get  the  Bill  passed.  I  am 
prepared  to  record  my  vot(^  the  same  way  as  I 
recorded  it  the  otlier  night,  and  I  think  the 
Council  will  do  well  to  aduj)l  the  same  course. 

Tho  Hr.n.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  support  tho 
motion  for  tho  adjournment.  It  is  nt)t  for  us 
to  inquire  as  to  wliat  the  state  of  business  in 
another  place  may  bo.  Our  duty  is  to  dis- 
charge the  functions  which  belong  to  us  in 
this  Council,  without  n^ference  to  tlio  conse- 
quences of  delay,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will 
Hon.  the  S})caker 


not  shrink  from  that  duty.  We  oogattaiti 
be  told  what  is  the  state  c'f  basinessintsoifas 
place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMAXN.-Tk  itni^ 
part  in  these  procecdiDgs  appe&zs  toDetelie 
tho  fact  that  we  are  expected  to  detect  & 
objectionable  points  in  this  Bill  vithoot  oj 
information  before  us.  Tliat  can  onlj  be ucs- 
tained  on  our  going  into  Committee.  Iban 
might  strike  out  nine-tenths  of  this  Bill ;  id 
this  would  be  a  guide  to  the  GoremiOGil  to 
bring  in  another  Bill.  How  can  theGoT!» 
ment  know  the  opinion  of  the  majority  cffe 
Council  as  to  what  clauses  should  be  ptnd, 
or  otherwise,  without  going  into  Committee? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.-If  theCead 
will  permit  me  to  suggest,  this  matter  mi^ 
be  compromised  by  adjonmment  tmul  tki 
other  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  is  dispsd  ci 
I  would  ask  my  honourable  friend  to  alter 
his  motion  to  one  for  acljouming  till  twehu 
o'clock. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.-I  thinktk 
is  rather  unreasonable.  At  present  there  ew 
bo  two  Bills  to  receive  from  the  Honse  to  cffi- 
sider  and  pass,  and  we  shall  not  get  these  til 
this  evening  ;  and  therefore,  it  seems  to  bs, 
wc  shall  not  be  causing  any  delaj  byadjfan- 
ing  this  matter  till  half-past  two.  On  th*eoa- 
trar/,  we  shall  have  more  time  to  consider  i{ 
properly.  By  that  time  wc  shall  be  able  to  w 
whether  there  is  any  arrangement  whicb  aa 
be  come  to.  It  seems  to  luo  that  that  ii  tljg 
reasonable  course  wo  ouglit  to  pursue,  anfiw 
shall  not  suffer  a  moment's  delay  by  taking  it 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHAllD.-Tbe  Hw-Mr. 
Lahmann  seems  to  lose  sifiht  of  the  fwStbt, 
if  this  Council  rejects  certain  portions  of  Iha 
Bill,  it  will  not  be  competent  for  it  to  ccn;i^'«r 
those  portions  embodied  in  another  Bill  >>^ 
up  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Lcgi>AtiiB. 
Undoubtedly,  if  there  are  portions  objscii®- 
able  to  the  Council,  or  which  appear  a* 
the  imperfect  information  now  before  it,ti» 
laying-aside  of  the  Bill  is  the  course  best c*!* 
laled  to  enable  the  Government  to  selector 
portions  necessary  to  be  passed.  I  s3T"«J^ 
perfect  information  before  the  Council."  w 
this  reason:  We  have  not  vet  before  w  tM 
Bill  reported  from  the  Waste  Lands CommiB* 
That  might  materially  aid  the  Council  incomnj 
to  an  intelligent  decision  on  the  question;  wa 
without  that  it  is  quite  clear  we  cannot  ]W 
of  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  \rm'^^ 
tions  of  the  Committee  ;  and  we  ought  to  haw 
had  the  Bill  in  that  form  on  Saturday  of  h 
and  certainly  we  should  so  have  "^^' 
before  we  can  decide  what  we  can  do  wiu 
it.  We  ought  to  see  what  were  the  recos- 
mcndations  of  that  Committee.  The  Hon.  J^ 
Pollen,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee,!* 
tc^ld  us  tliat  great  care  and  a  large  amount « 
time  have  been  spent  in  going  through  tflCiJi-'' 
and  it  is  possible— I  do  not  say  it  is  certaffij- 
that  if  we  saw  the  Bi41  as  reported  \m^ 
Waste  Lands  Committee  our  objections »» 
might  entirely  cca.se,  or,  at  any  2**^'?^^, 
much  reduced  that  we  should  proceed  witt 
Bill,  poisibly  not  making  any  further iinp«** 
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nendznent  in  it.  Obviously,  the  sooner  this 
lestion  is  settled  the  better.  If  the  Hon.  Sir 
rcderick  AYhitaker  will  accept  the  suggestion 
I  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  G^djoum 
U8  matter  till  twelve  o'clock,  or  even  to  half- 
ast  twelve,  there  will  be  ample  time  to  decide 
rhat  is  the  best  course  to  be  taken ;  but,  just 
x>w,  I  can  see  that  we  are  not  in  that  position ; 
lid  I  would  ask  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
Eient  to  endeavour  to  place  the  Bill,  as  reported, 
Q  the  hands  of  the  Council.  Then  we  shall 
»e  better  able  to  judge  of  what  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DIGNAN.— If  there  is  any 
lecessity  to  adjourn  the  debate  I  think  the 
bdjoumment  should  be  till  half -past  two 
»'oiock.  That  is  not  too  long,  by  any  means, 
i  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  took  three  days 
o  enable  them  to  come  to  a  conclusion. 

Debate  adjourned  till  half-past  two. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  BECREATION  RE- 
SERVE BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said,  in  moving 
bhe  second  reading  of  the  New  Plymouth  Re- 
creation Beserve  Bill  he  might  explain  that 
im  Saturday  night  a  question  was  raised  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Beeves  as  to  whether  it  was  compe- 
tent to  move  the  motion.  He  did  not  know 
whether  his  honourable  friend  desired  to  discuss 
fchis  question  now,  but  if  he  did  he  would  be 
glad  to  g-ive  him  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— We  have  not  the 
Bill  before  us. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said,  then  he  would 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  His 
honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick  "Whi taker  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  a  former  occa- 
fiion,  and  knew  more  about  it  than  he  (Mr. 
Buckley)  did.  He  miglit  say,  however,  that 
an  understanding  had  been  arrived  at  between 
the  parties,  and  he  proposed  to  introduce  an 
amendment  into  the  present  Bill  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  setting  the  matter  at  rest. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— What  is  the  com- 
promise ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  it  was  a 
clause  to  the  effect  that  any  surplus  revenue 
that  might  remain  over  after  improving  the 
land  shall  be  applied  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  enact. 

The  Hon.  lilr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated  that  an  agreement  had 
been  come  to  between  the  parties,  and  that  the 
clause  which  he  proposed  to  introduce  into  this 
Bill  would  set  the  matter  at  rest  for  ever.  As 
for  the  understanding,  he  might  say,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  which  the  Bill  had 
been  referred,  that  he  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
conversation  with  the  parties  who  were  op- 
posed to  one  another — Major  Atkinson,  who  had 
brought  the  matter  into  the  other  House,  and 
certain  representatives  of  the  Town  Board  of 
New  Plymouth — and  ho  was  not  aware,  nor 
could  he  learn,  that  any  arrangement  had  been 
come  to  between  the  parties  ;  nor,  from  the 
nature  of  the  amendment  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  Bill,  could  he 
believe  for  one  instant  that  such  an  arraiigo- 
inent  had  been  come  to — for  the  simple  reason 


that  the  amendment  meant  nothing  at  nil. 
The  whole  question  turned  upon  the  allocation 
of  any  surplus  revenue,  supposing  there  should, 
be  any  surplus  revenue  after  all  proper  care  had 
been  taken  to  keep  the  reserve  in  order.  T)ie 
Town  Board  claimed  these  revenues.  The 
other  side  wished  them  to  bo  allocated  to  a 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  purposes  of  the  re- 
serve, and  nothing  else.  The  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee gave  a  great  deal  of  time  to  this  little 
Bill,  and  took  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  and 
they  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that 
the  surplus  revenues  belonged  by  right  to  the 
Town  Board,  and  reported  accordingly.  Ho 
did  not  think  it  required  any  great  amount  of 
argument  to  see  that  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  left 
the  matter  between  the  disputants  exactly 
where  it  was  before — that  the  question  was  not 
settled  at  all.  He  would  not  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  when  it  went  into  Com- 
mittee he  would  propose  an  amendment  in 
accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said,  as  the  Cljairman 
of  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  to  wbich  tliiB 
Bill  had  been  referred,  was  willing  to  allow 
this  measure  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  he  did 
not  feel  justified  in  opposing  the  measure,  but 
he  thought  it  was  a  somewhat  dangerous  courso 
to  pursue.  The  Bill  distinctly  set  forth  the 
principle,  which  was  in  entire  antagonism  to 
the  principle  recommended  for  adoption  by  the 
Select  Committee.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeves  was  satisfied,  and  would  be  able  to  alter 
the  Bill  in  Committee ;  otherwise  he  would  bo 
accepting  a  grave  responsibility  in  allowing  tlio 
second  reading  to  pass.  However,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  been  in  a  position  to  acquire 
more  accurate  information  than  he  (Dr.  Graci') 
could  in  reference  to  this  matter,  he  would  re- 
luctantly follow  him  in  the  course  he  proposed, 
and  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  feeling  ran 
very  high  in  New  Plymouth  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  and  therefore  he  was  very  glad 
when  he  heard  that  the  matter  was  likely  to  be 
settled.  It  was  very  desirable  that  a  settlement 
should  be  made,  and  that  a  clause  should  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council 
which  would  probably  be  the  means  of  settling 
the  matter.  If  anything  was  left  for  settlement 
by  another  power  he  would  vote  against  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  There  appeared  to  be  a 
very  strong  feeling  indeed  between  the  two 
parties:  one  party — including  especially  those 
representing  the  Jockey  Club  —  claimmg,  in 
the  interests  of  recreation,  the  management 
of  the  reser\'e;  on  the  other  hand,  tlierc 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Borough  of  New 
Plymouth  was  entitled  to  tho  revenue  of  tlio 
reserve  for  the  benefit  of  tho  streets  of  New 
Plymouth.  Therefore  tho  Committee  recom- 
mended that  the  Bill  be  altered  so  far  as  to 
vest  the  management  of  the  reserve  in  the 
Borough  of  New  Plj^mouth,  but  taking  what 
the  Committee  considered  to  be  sufiieient  caro 
in  preserving  the  unquestionable  rights  of  what 
might  bo  termed  the  •'  recreation  party."  L'n- 
I  Icbs  the  matter  was  definitely  settled  by  thtt 
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Council  it  A^nuM   bo  bett<er  to  go  no  further, 

but  let  the  Bill  drop. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  lilTKLEY  ought  to  have 
'explain I 'U  that  ht  proposed  to  accept  all  the 
amemhiK'Uts  rccoui mended  by  the  Committee. 

The  lUm.  Mr.  SWAN  SON  said  that,  owing 
to  the  \ifty  in  \%liich  this  Hill  passed  thron^h 
the  otlur  branch  of  the  I-e«i^hituro,  verj-  few 
nieinh'  is  of  tin-  House  of  llcpresfntulivos  knew 
an\  tiling'  abor.t  the  measure.  The  iJill,  how- 
ever, h.wd  rct».i>cd  ft  considerable  amount  of 
attrnti'>n  in  the  Council;  and  one  thing  was 
made  vt-rv  cb  ar  by  the  Provincial  Acts  of 
Tiirar.iiki  —  namely,  that  not  onlv  conltl  the 
boron^li  u^e  any  revenue  from  this  reserve, 
but  tii»-y  c  *uld  borrow  money  on  it  fur  the  im- 
provcni'  Mt  <>f  the  street.**. 

'i'hi  H.>:i.  C.ijii  iin  KKNNY  said,  a>  a  mem- 
ber of  t  ic  Committee  which  exammcd  this  Bill, 
ho  wi-lnd  to  V4iy  a  few  wf  rd^.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Ifon.  the  C.>!oni.il  Secretary  kft  the  matter 
just  where  it  ^^as  before.  It  was  no  setthnu  nt 
of  the  vexetl  question,  which,  thonuh  not  of  so 
much  im]v  rtai.ce  to  the  colony,  wa.s  one  that 
had  exMciMit  tlie  minds  of  the  pt  ople  of  New 
PlMUouth  a:.«!  tlie  surroundinj;  d>trict  for  a 
great  numbt-r  (  f  years.  As  the  Ciiairman  of  the 
Com  mi  t  It  e  h.i  I  already  exjthuned,  a  >?reat  deal 
of  care  and  aitcntion  ha<l  been  devoted  by  the 
Committee  :n  iiearinp  cvidt-nco  and  thoroughly 
in\t  <;iL'aiinK'  tlic  original  title  under  which  the 
land  was  ^ive!i  to  Nt  w  IMymouth.  He  felt 
quite  sure  tliat  ever>'  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee exeriMSid  a  mo.st  judicial  spirit  in  cx- 
aminincf  thi-^  question,  and,  if  they  had  a  bias 
at  all,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  de- 
voting this  land  to  purposes  of  recreation,  and 
to  till'  ^^'t  neral  benerit  not  only  of  tlic  Town 
of  New  Plymor.t.h,  but  of  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts, liut  it  was  found  that  the  Borough  of 
New  Plymouth  had  a  vested  interest  and  a 
claim  ^^hich  it  was  impossible  not  to  recognize, 
and  nft«'r  due  consideration  it  appeared  to  the 
Committee  tluit  the  only  way  to  meet  the 
e(iuitiis  of  tliC  case  was  to  recommend  legis- 
lation in  tiie  oiiection  ])rescribed  by  the  origi- 
nal de, heat  ion  of  the  land — that  was  to  say, 
that  the  land  was  to  be  a  source  of  revenue  to 
the  borough,  subject  to  its  use  for  certain  pub- 
lic puriv)<e>.  It  was  quite  true  that  it  might 
be  arg  led  that  the  Borough  Council  would 
not  pt  rniit  a  >ufncient  amount  of  the  revenue 
accruing  from  this  land  to  be  used  for  the 
puq>o«.e  of  maintaining  it  as  a  recreation- 
ground,  and  that  they  might  be  tempted  to 
devote  a  hug'T  portion  than  would  be  just 
to  the  lightening  of  local  taxatitm.  There 
was  no  doul)t  that  that  objection  could  be 
raised :  but  he  thought  they  ougi.t  not  to 
assume  that  tliero  would  be  such  a  spirit  in 
the  Borough  Council,  and  that  they  would 
so  far  break  faith  in  regard  to  the  trust  im- 
ix)sed  upon  them:  nor  did  he  think  that,  as 
citi/eus  of  New  Plymouth,  and  as  represent- 
ing the  interests  of  New  Plymouth  and  the 
surrounding  districts,  they  would  be  so  short- 
8ighied,  for  the  sake  of  slightly  liglitcning  the 
i-axation,  as  not  to  carry  out  in  uu  equitable 
lion,  Mr.  Bamicoat 


spirit  the  tnist  imp,-^cd  on  them.  Sci?? 
he  cr.ul }  not  see  how  it  was  possible  £aPci^ 
mcnt  to  legislate  in  &  diiecuon  <iHT»r^ 
the  origiuAl  terms  of  the  reserve ;  K£  i  _ 
these  CIrcum^tances,  however  macii  ht  mM 
regret  tiiat  considerable  disappointiaeia  nsl 
result  to  the  country  settlers  of  New  Piraoa]^- 
it  app'^ared  to  liim  that,  unless  aos^ 
promi<»e  could  be  thooght  of — ^tmka,  fz  »> 
stance,  the  bon.ugh  could  in  ssane  «ij  li 
reimbun*4.Hl  for  the  loss  of  revenue — tfaeCxid 
had  no  other  course  open  but  the  one  ik» 
men«l.Hi  bv  the  Committee. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

nr  COXXITTKE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.   BUCKLEY  proposed M 
clause  7  to  provide  that  the  saiplns 
should   be  allocated   as  the  Assembly 
enaot. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REK^'ES  propo§ed,  as  a 
amendment,  to  omit  all  the  worJsof  tlieck^ 
with  a  view  to  inserting  the  following:  "-^  \ 
ject  to  the  payment  of  charges  nec^sair  k  I 
the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  tl«» 
ser\'es,  all  moneys  accruing  from  the  re«iw 
from  time  to  time  sliall  form  part  of  tbcBcn^  \ 
Fund." 

Tlie  Committee  divided  on  the  qsertka, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted saii 
part  of  the  clause." 

Atks,  7. 
Buckley  Miller  Robinsai 

Holmes  Reynolds  Whitaker. 

McLean 

No«s.  11. 
.Acland  Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves 

Barn  i  coat  Kenny  Swassoo 

Bathgate  Lahmann  Wilson. 

Grace  Peacock 

Majority  against,  4. 

Words  omitted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qo«3» 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  insertfciife* 
inserted." 

Ayes,  12. 
Acland  Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeyes 

Barn  ic  oat  Kenny  Shrimski 

Bathgate  Lahmann  Sw&ason 

Grace  Peacock  Wilson. 

Noes,  8. 
Buckley  il^FcLean  Robinson 

Fraser  Miller  Whitftker. 

Holmes  Reynolds 

Majority  for,  4. 
Words  inserted. 
Bill  reported. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS    , 
BLLL.  j 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE.  | 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.-As  tl» 
mover  of  the  adjournment  of  the  ^^s^'^J 
devolves  upon  me  to  state  my  reasons  for^ 
course  I  am  about  to  take.  When  the  ^ 
was  under  discussion  I  stated  that  1  ''* 
many  objections  to  it ;  but  I  also  stated  ^*' 
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not  desire  to  throw  out  the  whole  of  the 
L,  because  there  appeared  to  mo  to  be  many 
iters  in  it  which  sliould  be  dealt  with  this 
iion.  The  objections  I  took  to  the  Bill  were 
X  it  contained  local  Bills,  private  Bills,  and 
)lio  Bills,  and  alterations  of  Bills  of  these 
42riptions.  My  objections  to  those  clauses  of 
t  Bill  &re  just  as  strong  as  ever  they  were, 
1  I  think  those  objections  were  a  sufficient 
tand  for  throwing  out  the  Bill  altogether; 
i  there  are,  unfortunately,  in  the  Bill  mat- 
B  which  must  be  dealt  with.  I  am  not  going 
discuss  the  matter  over  again,  but  I  will 
aply  name  one  of  the  questions.  The  Nelson 
cough,  for  instance,  has  got  into  the  difficulty 
ikt  all  its  elections  are  void;  and  it  will  be 
cessary  to  validate  those  elections.  There 
s  one  or  two  other  matters  which  also  require 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  As  to  altera- 
m&  of  public,  private,  or  local  Bills,  I  shall 
pose  these  ;  and  if  the  Bill  is  not  altered  in 
t  passage  through  the  Council  I  shall,  on  the 
Ird  reading,  state  my  objections  to  the  Bill, 
id  may  move  its  rejection.  If  the  proposed 
tcrations  of  public,  private,  and  local  Bills 
»  eUminated,  I,  for  one,  shall  make  no  objoc- 
on  to  it,  but  will  support  the  Bill.  If  these 
pvisions  are  not  eliminated  I  shall  oppose  the 
ill,  and  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  put  a  protest 
1  the  Proceedings  of  this  Council.  Whether 
do  that  depends  on  what  is  done  with  the 
ill  in  its  passage  through  the  Council.  I 
lought  that  the  best  course  for  my  honourable 
lend  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  have  been 
>  iiavo  brought  in  a  Bill  omitting  all  these 
bjectionable  matters,  and  containing  all  that 
as  urgently  necessary  to  bo  done  this  session. 
Ifi  has,  however,  thought  that  the  other  course 
i  tlie  one  which  he  sliould  take,  and  I  will  not 
tand  iu  his  way.  I  do  not  oppose  the  Bill 
oing  into  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  16. — West  Coast  reserves  :  amended 
irovisions  as  to  grant  of  new  leases  on  sur- 
ender. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
tlause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'  Tliat  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Bamicoat 

Buckley 

Kenny 


Ayes,  7. 
Lahmann 
Martin 


Taiaroa 
Wigley. 


Noes,  17. 

Ohamberlin        Johnson,  G.  R.  Robinson 
Wgnan  Mantell  Shephard 

™«cr  McLean  Swanson 

Brace  Miller  Whitaker 

gart  Pollen  Wilson. 

Holmes  Beeves 

Majority  against,  10. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clause  18. — Apportionment  of  Hospital  and 
hunatic  Asylum  reserves  at  Nelson  and  Wel- 
ungton. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
™t  paragraph  be  struck  out. 

VOL.LVI.-50. 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  14. 

Bamicoat 

Lahmann 

Shrimski 

Buckley 

Martin 

Taiaroa 

Grace 

Peacock 

Walker 

Johnson,  G. 

R.  Reynolds 

Wigley. 

Kenny 

Shephard 
Noes,  Id. 

Chamberlin 

Mantell 

Robinson 

Dignan 

McLean 

Swanson 

Eraser 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Hart 

Pollen 

Wilson. 

Holmes 

Reeves 

The  Chaibuan  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the 
"Ayes." 

Words  retained. 

The  Conmiittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  olaUse  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  11. 

Bamicoat 

Martin 

Taiaroa 

Buckley 

Reynolds 

Walker 

Kenny 

Shephard 

Wigley. 

Lahmann 

Shrimski 
Noes,  18. 

Acland 

Holmes 

Pollen 

Chamberlin 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  Reeves 

Dignan 

Mantell 

Robinson 

Eraser 

McLean 

Swanson 

Grace 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Hart 

Pesujock  • 

Wilson. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Eirst  Schedule. 

Paragraph  18. — ^Thermal  Springs  leases. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
paragraph  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Bamicoat 

Buckley 

Hart 


Ayes,  8. 
Holmes 
Lahmann 
Martin 


Shrimski 
Walker. 


Noes,  18. 
Acland  McLean  Robinson 

Chamberlin       Miller  Shephard 

Dignan  Peacock  Swanson 

Eraser  Pollen  Taiaroa 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves  Whitaker 

Kenny  Reynolds  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  10. 

Paragraph  stmck  out. 

Paragraph  21. — Recreation-ground,  cemetery, 
and  rifle-range,  Onehunga. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
paragraph  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ay£S|  6. 
Buckley  Hart  Martin    . 

Dignan  Lahmann  Walker. 
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not  desire  to  throw  out  the  whole  of  the 
U  because  there  appeared  to  ino  to  be  many 
ttors  in  it  which  should  be  dealt  with  this 
sion.  The  objections  I  took  to  the  Bill  were 
•t  it  contained  local  Bills,  private  Bills,  and 
>lic  Bills,  and  alterations  of  Bills  of  these 
«riptions.  My  objections  to  those  clauses  of 
»  Bill  are  just  as  strong  as  ever  they  were, 
1  X  tliink  those  objections  were  a  sufficient 
»ttnd  for  throwing  out  the  Bill  altogether; 
t  there  are,  unfortunately,  in  the  Bill  mat- 
B  which,  must  be  dealt  with.  I  am  not  going 
discuss  the  matter  over  again,  but  I  will 
iply  name  one  of  the  questions.  The  Nelson 
trough,  for  instance,  has  got  into  the  difficulty 
%t  all  its  elections  are  void;  and  it  will  be 
cesftary  to  validate  those  elections.  There 
s  one  or  two  other  matters  which  also  require 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  As  to  altera- 
►ns  of  public,  private,  or  local  Bills,  I  shall 
pose  these  ;  and  if  the  Bill  is  not  altered  in 
I  passage  through  the  Council  I  shall,  on  the 
ird  reading,  state  my  objections  to  the  Bill, 
id  may  move  its  rejection.  If  the  proposed 
terations  of  public,  private,  and  local  Bills 
e  oliminatcd,  I,  for  one,  shall  make  no  objec- 
»n  to  it,  but  will  support  the  Bill.  If  these 
nvisions  are  not  eliminated  I  shall  oppose  the 
ill,  and  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  put  a  protest 
1  the  Proceedings  of  this  Council.     Whether 

do  that  depends  on  what  is  done  with  the 
ill  in  its  passage  through  the  Council.  I 
lough t  that  the  best  course  for  my  honourable 
lend  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  have  been 
>  havo  brought  in  a  Bill  omitting  all  those 
bjectionable  matters,  and  containing  all  that 
'as  urgently  necessary  to  bo  done  this  session. 
le  has,  however,  thought  that  the  other  course 
I  the  one  which  he  should  take,  and  I  will  not 
land  in  his  way.  I  do  not  oppose  the  Bill 
oing  into  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  16. — West  Coast  reserves :  amended 
kroviHions  as  to  grant  of  new  leases  on  sur- 
endcr. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
iiause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  7. 
Lahmann 
Martin 


Sftmicoat  Lahmann  Taiaroa 

Buckley  Martin  Wigley. 

Kenny 

Noes,  17. 
Ohamberlin        Johnson,  G.  R.  Robinson 
Dignan  Mantell  Shephard 

Piaser  McLean  Swanson 

Qtace  Miller  Whitaker 

ttart  Pollen  Wilson. 

Holmes  Reeves 

Majority  against,  10. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Clause  18. — Apportionment  of  Hospital  and 
Lunatic  Asylum  reserves  at  Nelson  and  Wel- 
luigton. 

^he  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
vBt  paragraph  be  struck  out. 

VOL.LVL-50. 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  14. 

Bamicoat  Lahmann  Shrimski 

Buckley  Martin  Taiaroa 

Grace  Peacock  Walker 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Reynolds  Wigley. 
Kenny                Shephard 


Noes, 

14. 

Chamberlin 

Mantell 

Robinson 

Dignan 

McLean 

Swanson 

Eraser 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Hart 

Pollen 

Wilson. 

Holmes 

Reeves 

The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the 
"Ayes." 

Words  retained. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  olaUse  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  11. 

Bamicoat 

Martin 

Taiaroa 

Buckley 

Reynolds 

Walker 

Kenny 

Shephard 

Wigley. 

Lahmann 

Shrimski 
Noes,  18. 

Acland 

Holmes 

Pollen 

Chamberlin 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  Reeves 

Dignan 

Mantell 

Robinson 

Eraser 

McLean 

Swanson 

Grace 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Hart 

Peacock 

Wilson. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Eirst  Schedule. 

Paragraph  18. — Thermal  Springs  leases. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
paragraph  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  8. 
Bamicoat  Holmes  Shrimski 

Buckley  Lahmann  Walker. 

Hart  Martin 

Noes,  18. 
Acland  McLean  Robinson 

Chamberlin       Miller  Shephard 

Dignan  Peacock  Swanson 

Eraser  Pollen  Taiaroa 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves  Whitaker 

Kenny  Reynolds  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  10. 

Paragraph  struck  out. 

Paragraph  21. — Recreation-ground,  cemetery, 
and  rifle-range,  Onehunga. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
paragraph  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  6. 
Buckley  Hart  Martin    . 

Dignan  Lahmann  Walker. 


7b0 
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and  Others. 


\\v^.% 


Aclfind 

Baniiocat 

Chtiiiiiictlin 


Noes,  19. 

^filler  Shophard 

Peacock  Siirimski 

IVillfU  Swan  son 

Uceves  Taiaroa 

Kt'vnokls  Whitakcr 


Jolmson,  G.  R.  Uobinson  Wilson. 

McLean 

Majority  against,  13. 

Pnrafjrapli  struck  out. 

P.iragniph  4J. — Land  vested  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Sc'j'ii  tv  of  Now  Zealand. 

'liio'Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
pnrMt;raT>h  bo  struck  out,  with  a  view  of  in- 
Bcitinj;  \vtinls  to  provitle  tliut  the  land  to  be 
ve-t<d  should  he  all  that  parcel,  comprising 
15-2  p'-rriies,  sectiun  4,  Block  111.,  Tiiorndon 
rccl;\inuti«>n. 

I'liu-raph  stnick  out. 

Tlie  Connnittoe  divided  on  the  question, 
•*  'I  liat  the  words  prop^*st'd  to  bo  inserted  be  so 
in»Lrt(.d." 

Ayes,  20. 
Barniroat  J(  hn^cm,  G.  K.  Reynolds 

I3:».thf^ito  Kmny  Robinson 

lUicklev  I,:ihi!i:inn  Taiaroa 

C'ii.u.iln-rlin        M  iiiL.  11  Whitakcr 

l>i;,'nan  McL  .m  Wicjley 

Fra^'  r  I\>Ii*n  Wilson. 

Grace  li'-evcs 

Noes,  3. 
Sh-  phard  Sliriniski  Swanson. 

Majority  for,  17. 

W(>r«l^  inpoitfd. 

T'ar.ij:r.'p}i  a^-  amrnd^-d  acjreed  to. 

Xi\v  para^rai'h  7L-  N(^\v  i^rant  may  be  issued 
to  Wi  Tako  and  hi-?  heirs  of  certain  land  on 
Lr.m])t()n  Quav.  Wellington. 

Tho  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  Tliat  the  proiv^^cd  paragraph  be  a  paragraph 
of  tho  schedule." 

Ayks,  8. 
P>arnicoat  T.ahmann  Reynolds 

Uncklcy  Miirtin  Taiaroa, 

Di' nau  !}.icLean 


Ac1p"1 

Barh-uo 
Chaiuberlin 
Fra^er 
Grace 


Noi:s,  17. 

Krnnv  Swnnson 

M.M!:ell  Walker 

Pclkn  Whitakcr 

Reeves  Wi,';ley 

Shenhard  Wilson. 


Jonnson,  G.  R.  Shrim^ki 

^Majority  against,  9. 

Paragraph  njected. 

Bill  rcporifd,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty -five  minutes 
past  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    or   rvEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  10th  Avgxist^  lbS6. 

W. -*Toore  and  Otl.cvs— Clutha  Kivcr  Floating  Flour- 
Mill.-.  -1:  u'iW.iy  Contnicts— Uuitlicalii)!!  of  Auck- 
luiAl  I'oiuo-c    i;uilv.ay -lino  —  Quai tz- testing  — 


Village  Settlementa  — Red  Hills  Prasfwesss 
Iiibpoctor  of  Machinery  —  Si>ecial  Fov-n  ut 
Coutracts  Bill  —  Harbours  Bill  —  (hrhtecp  iii 
Kaim&nawa-Omam&taa  ReinvestijsatitacfTa 
Bill— New  Plymoalh  Recreation  Recer^K^ 
Minister  resident  in  Danedin— Anckkiid  Uil 
Purchase— Supply. 

Mr.  Speakzb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  ccvd 
Prayers. 

W.  MOORE  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  RE  ID  asked  the  Government,  Wisa? 
they  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendtda  .t 
tho  Waste  Lands  Committee  on  the  petiscsff 
William  Moore  and  others,  which  was  hro;^! 
down  on  the  2vSth  July  htst  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  Govenmra 
regarded  this  as  an  equitable  claim,  and  w.- i 
give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

CLUTHA  RIVER  FLOATING  FLOUP. 
MILLS. 

Mr.  FYKE  asked  the  MiniFter  of  LaK5. 
Whether  the  Government  are  prepared  to^i^^ 
facilities  for  the  placing  of  floating  flom-ml' 
on  the  Clutha  River ;  and,  if  so,  of  whatrarx*. 
and  for  wliat  period  or  term  of  years? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there"  was  no  pnfti 
to  grant  anything  in  tho  way  of  a  in<Hi&po!7: 
and  whatever  might  be  done  in  this  iiii- 
ter  would  liave  to  be  carefully  considered  m 
refereneo  to  existing  rights.  He  propost'J  v 
tfive  attention  to  the  matter  immc-tiiat-ely  iiif 
the  se.-bion,  to  see  what  could  be  done. 


RAILW^VY  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  ^linister  for  Psbfe  ' 
Works  if,  now  that  the  public  works  esthiiS^  i 
had  been  passed,  he  would  let  the  HuntervCl- 
eontract.  There  were  a  number  of  ma  is 
the  district  who  had  been  waiting  for  ftcc^- 
derablc  time  in  hopes  of  obtaining  employiQeiii 
on  this  contract. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  there  wpf? 
til  ree  or  four  contracts  which  were  in  the  sajsc 
position  as  this  one,  and  would  beletiiaEft- 
diatelv. 

Mr.'SEDDON  asked— (1)  if  the  contiartir 
tho  Araluira  Bridge  would  be  let  immediftSely: 
(2)  whether  it  was  true  that  the  wapescftk 
men  employed  on  the  Christchurch-Hokiiria 
Road  had  been  reduced ;  and,  if  so,  wtetbr 
thev  would  be  restored  to  their  ori^nal  rate. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  thecx®- 
tract  for  the  bridge  was  among  the  thn-e  3f 
four  that  ho  had  said  would  be  let.  Astoibe  j 
men's  wages,  ho  had  to  say  that  immediaselj 
on  his  hearing  of  the  proposal  to  reduce  tie^ 
men's  ^^agps  he  ha<l  given  orders  thatnosccb 
step  bliould  be  taken. 

DUPLICATION  OF  AUCKLAND-PE!tllOSE 
RALLWAY-LINE. 
:\rr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Minister  for  Fotlc 
Works,  whether  inquiries  were  still  being la*'- 
with  regard  to  compensation  claims  in  n^P^ 
to  the  western  loop-line  to  run  out  of  Andto. 
and  wliether  he  expected  to  have  thcmlie^'* 
him  soon 
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Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  had  no  doubt  that 
the  claims  would  be  brought  before  him  soon ; 
but  he  might  say  at  once  that,  so  far  as  was 
already  known  to  the  department,  the  claims 
were  so  large  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible 
to  take  a  line  by  the  route  which  would  involve 
paj'ing  such  claims.  The  whole  matter  was 
under  consideration. 

ilr.  MOSS  hoped  that  there  was  no  under- 
standing that  the  "  western  line  "  was  decided 
upon. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  were 
three  proposals  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Govcniment.  One  was  that  the  present  line 
should  have  another  line  laid  alongside  it. 
Supposing  that  not  to  be  done,  there  were  two 
other  routes  which  had  been  advocated.  The 
whole  question  was  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government. 

QUARTZ-TESTING. 

:Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
illines,  Whether  ho  will  arrange  to  provide,  at 
some  convenient  place  in  the  Middle  Island, 
facilities  for  crushing  and  testing  auriferous 
quartz? 

Mr.  LARNACn  said  he  should  bo  glad  to  take 
thn  whole  matter  into  consiileration  during  the 
r^oess.  He  did  not  know  whether  such  works 
should  be  established ;  but,  if  so,  they  should 
be  established  in  connection  with  the  Geologi- 
cal Department  in  Wellington  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony. 

I\Ir.  HOBBS  asked  whether  a  similar  ar- 
rangement could  bo  made  in  regard  to  the 
North  Island. 

Mr.  LARNACH  could  only  siy,  as  he  had 
indicated  in  tlic  hist  reply,  that  the  whole 
question  should  receive  consideration. 

VILLAGE  SETTLEMENTS. 

1\It.  TURNBULL  said  ho  had  observed  by 
th«  Timaru  Heral  I  that  Mr.  JNIarch  was  to 
attend  al  Goruldino  on  TliursJay  next  to  give 
information  in  reft.'ience  to  starting  a  village 
.settlement  at  that  place.  He  would  like  to 
kiiov,-  whether  tliero  was  any  land  available  at 
Tiiuaru  lor  a  shnilar  purpose,  and,  if  so, 
whether  -Mr.  r\Iarch  would  bo  instructed  to 
attend  there  to  give  information. 

'Mr,  BALLANCE  replied  that  he  was  not 
apV.'are  that  tliere  was  any  Crown  land  at 
Timaru  available.  If  the  honourable  member, 
from  his  local  knowledge,  was  aware  that  there 
was  any,  and  would  alford  hiin  any  information 
on  the  subject,  he  would  see  tliat  ]\Ir.  March 
sent  in  a  report. 

RED  HILLS  PROSPECTING. 

:Mr.  SEDDON  asked  whether  the  Minister 
of  Klines  would  see  that  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Red  Hills  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jackson's  Bay  should  bo 
prospected  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  had  had  the  matter 
under  consideration,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he 
^vould  have  the  coautry  prospected. 


INSPECTOR  OF  MACHINERY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  it  was  true  that  Mr, 
Wilson,  of  the  Marine  Department,  was  to  bo 
the  successor  of  ^Ir.  Nancarrow  as  Inspector 
of  Machinery  and  Boilers.  If  so,  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  bad  appointment,  because  it  was 
necessary  that  a  mechanic  should  be  engaged 
to  do  such  work. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  this  was  the  first  he 
had  heard  of  the  matter. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  whether  the  Premier 
had  any  statement  to  make  with  reference  to 
the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill  having 
been  laid  aside  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  so  far  as  he  under- 
stood the  matter,  the  Bill  had  been  laid  aside 
before  its  committal.  It  was  down  for  com- 
mittal to-day,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
commit  it,  as  he  believed  there  was  no  prece- 
dent to  lay  a  Bill  aside  before  its  committal. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

A  message  w'as  received  from  the  Governor 
amending  section  23  of  the  Harbours  Bill  by 
striking  out  the  words  *'  two  shillings,"  and  in- 
serting the  words  "  fifteen  pence." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  amendment 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDRE  W  would  hke  to  know  what 
reason  there  was  for  the  House  receding  from 
the  position  it  had  taken  up. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  reason  was  simply 
that  the  jump  from  6d.  to  2s.  would  involve  a 
heavy  charge  upon  local  steamship  companies, 
and  it  was  thought  that  the  limit  of  Is.  3d. 
gave  a  sufficient  increase  of  taxation. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  he  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference,  and,  having  a  great 
interest  in  the  Timaru  Harbour  Board,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  wise  arrangement  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment.  It  was  not  exactly  what 
ho  wanted,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
House  would  do  well  to  accept  it.  One  clause 
in  the  Act  was  of  serious  consequence  to  all 
Harbour  Boards,  and  that  was  the  clause  refer- 
ring to  the  steam-tug  service.  They  had  been 
spending  money  on  tugs  and  employing  men 
in  them  without  any  autliority,  and  it  was 
therefore  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
Boards  that  the  Act  should  pass. 

]\Ir.  M0NTG0:MERY  said  the  Government 
were  either  on  their  own  account  asking  the 
Hou^e  to  alter  its  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
amount  that  should  be  put  in  the  Bill — to  con- 
sider whether  it  was  not  wrong  in  its  previous 
decision — or  else  they  were  doing  this  at  the 
instigation  of  the  other  House ;  and  ho  thought 
it  would  be  very  much  better  to  reject  the  Bill 
altogether. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  amendment.  The  Bill  had  been 
introduced  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  amend 
the  original  Harbours  Act  with  the  object  of 
authorizing  Harbour  Boards  to  establish  a  tug- 
serv^ice,  and  when  the  Bill  came  down  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  several  other  altera- 
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lions  and  anicnflnionts  were  found  to  bo 
necessary  in  it.  Tho  honourable  member  for 
Glai-lstono  R' t  thi^  particiiliir  clause,  with  re- 
gard to  xvl.icli  tho  moftsaj?c  had  been  brought 
down,  inserted  in  the  Bill  by  this  House.  If 
it  were  possible  to  leave  that  clause  out  of 
the  Bill  ho  \Yould  support  that  course;  but 
ho  understood  tliat  was  not  possible,  as  tho 
^fanason*  for  bmli  Houses  had  agreed  to 
the  clause.  Ho  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  al- 
lowed to  p;i  s  in  its  present  form,  because  it 
was  absolutely  ii.  • '  ^sary  to  have  some  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  wiiicli  would  validate  many  illegal 
acts  of  certain  Harbour  Boards  in  expending 
their  funds  in  the  employment  of  steam-tugs. 

Mr.  BKVC'.K  would  be  willing  to  agree  with 
the  j>r.M»o^ed  alteration  but  for  one  considera- 
tion, aiiu  that  we.s  tliat  practically,  if  they  did 
a;4reo  to  it,  thoy  wcre,  in  effect,  allowing  the 
other  I'iiamber  to  alter  a  money  Bill.  That,  he 
b'lievet],  was  the  fact,  although  the  Premier 
ceitainly  avoided  the  jx^int  in  the  few  remarks 
he  had  made.  If  that  were  so,  rather  than 
establish  so  daji^erous  a  precedent  it  would  be 
much  better  to  drop  the  Bill  altogether. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  agreed  with  the  remarks 
that  had  fallen  from  the  la'^t  speaker,  and 
would  go  a  little  further.  Tho  position  was 
this :  The  other  Chamber  had  interfered  with 
what  tho  House  considered  to  be  ono  of  its 
privileges;  and  that  had  been  sent  back  as  the 
reason  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendment. 
A  Conference  took  place,  and  that  Conference 
practically  went  upon  the  supposition  that 
there  had  been  no  breach  of  privilege.  The 
House  ought  not,  as  he  understood  it,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  question  when  there 
hud  been  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  that  alone 
was  a  siifhcient  reason  to  give  for  disagree- 
ment. He  was  ono  of  tliose  who  agreed 
that  Is.  3d.  was  a  sufficiently  large  increase; 
but  there  was  an  extraordinary  irregularity 
in  this  matter,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  novelty  in 
the  procecdin;;s  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
pass  by  hastily,  which  was  that  an  alteration 
was  brought  in  by  (lovcrnor's  message  in  order 
to  set  right  a  difTorenco  between  the  two 
Houses.  Ho  understood  the  Conference  had 
agreed  in  a  manner  which  he  thought  was  not 
in  accordance  with  what  was  usual  when  it  had 
been  determined  that  there  had  been  a  breach 
of  privilege  on  tho  part  of  the  other  House. 
The  result,  he  believed,  was  this  :  that  the 
interference  of  tiie  Upper  House  had  termi- 
nated in  an  alteration  which  htvd  been  brought 
in  not  in  accordance  with  tho  proper  mode  of 
procedure. 

Mr.  MAC.ANDKEW  thought  there  was  no 
necessity  whatever  for  tho  House  to  throw  out 
the  Bill.  Let  theni  refuse  to  assent  to  t\io  Go- 
vernor's message,  and  then  the  Bill  would  stand 
as  it  was — "not  exceeding  two  shillings;"  and 
it  would  be  for  the  local  bodies  to  arrange  what 
tho  amount  sho\i!d  bo.  The  Preuiicr  had  failed 
to  give  any  good  reason  why  they  should  alter 
the  2s.  to  Is.  3d.,  and  he  would  move.  That  tho 
Jlouso  do  not  agree  with  the  message. 

Major  ATIvlM SON  was  vei*y  much  surprised 
at   tho   arguments  of   his  honourable   friends. 


who    had    entirely  misunderst<»od  tki 
position.     According  to  ibem   nos  ceb* 
House  to  assert  its  privileges    a^i 
them,  but  tho  Grovemment  wci«  not  ts  k 
vinced  by  any  arguments  ona  'waj  oc  t^ 
He  differed  entirely  from  the  ski^gixz&e^i  d 
honourable  friends.    He  understood  t^^ 
a  question  of  priWlege  was  involved  it  in 
up  by  message  to  the  other  Soirse,  vhni 
asked  to  waive  its  amendment's   ca  il^ 
assertion  of  the  question  of  privflcf*^ 
other  House^  upon  that,  did  not   -wish  st 
its  amendments,  and  a  Conferezice  wan 
for.      No  doubt    it  was   the   busaxses   :i 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Houae  to  »ee 
its  privileges  wcre  maintained,  and  it  V2i  i 
business  to  do  that  by  argument,   ti^ 
statement  of    tho  fact    having    failed  m 
effect.      Tho  ^lanagers  of  the  Confexssse 
both  Houses  met  on  the  present  oce^asks,  i 
after  argument,  came  to  the  concla^ioa  t>-%t 
amendment  of   the  Council  should  be  w^^m. 
and  the  amendment  of  the  House    aefgy^ 
The  Conference  had  no  power  in  axij~  ^:^3&  z 
form  to  make  any  agreement  as  u>  -^haz  -ii 
Grovemment  might  do,  or  as  to  wh&t   ^'i^  £5- 
cellency  might  do:  that  was  entire! j-  c^taot 
the  power  of  the  Conference,     The    Gd^e- 
ment  were  perfectly  free  to  make  &njr  raas- 
mendation  they  might  think  fit  to  maka,  aid 
of  courso  His  Excellency  followed  xha^  ad^c^ 
or  not  as  he  saw  fit.     The  whole  thing  sk^peaseL 
to  him  to  bo  very  reasonable  and  proper.    E^ 
was  not  one   of   those  who   desired  th^  *M 
Government   should    not    meet   the  vicTS  «' 
another  place— the  privileges   of  the  Ejxst 
having  been  duly  asserted  and  granu-d. 

An  Hon.  !Membe». — Altogether  wTGng. 

Major  ATKINSON.— His  honourable  fcad 
said  that  was  altogether  wrroug  :  if  so,  ;bs:  wm 
saying  at  once  that  the  other  House  had  so 
right  to  have  any  influence  upon  the  Go^;€S- 
ment  in  any  way ;  and  he  maintained  thai  tbej 
had  a  perfect  right,  by  argument,  to  afec:  s^ 
question  in  any  way  they  could.  The  pnril^* 
of  the  House  had  been  properly  assertoi  ^ 
he  thought  the  Government  had  acted  wsdy 
in  taking  the  course  they  had  adoDted. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKL.\ND  said  ^  it  apieuad 
that  they  were  now  doing  sometliing  which  tfe 
other  Chamber  hod  compelled  them  to  do^  Be- 
cause if  these  alterations  were  not  ms^dc  tbe 
Bill  would  be  thrown  out.  He  would  liia  tb 
Premier  to  say  whether,  if  they  leljiscd  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  propo<;ed  in  the  Go- 
vernor's message,  that  would  kill  the  Edi,  sad, 
if  it  did,  why  it  did. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  it  wii 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  first  oCead^d 
in  this  matter.  This  was  not  a  money  BiS, 
and  tho  House  chose  to  put  a  moneTcIaose 
into  it.  He  did  not  say  that  in  so  doin^  ti» 
House  was  not  within  its  power  and  its  ri^is; 
but  the  codrso  was  an  unusual  one.  I^ 
second  Conference  upheld  the  privileges  of  tbe 
House,  and  stated  that  the  2s.  must  remia, 
no  alteration  being  made  in  it ;  and,  so  fi? 
as  the  Kousc3  wcre  concerned,  that  must  r- 
main.    Then  the  mattes  was  considered  bj  ^ 
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Government;  and,  seeing  that  this  was  a  jump 
from  6d.  to  28.,  they  thought  they  would  be 
«uMciently  increasing  the  taxation  upon  ship- 
ping by  making  the  increase  Is.  Sd.  ;  and  he 
would  ask  the  House  if  that  was  not  fair. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  could  not  understand  the 
honourable  gentleman  when  he  said  "No." 
When  there  was  an  increase  of  taxation  upon 
other  things,  would  the  honourable  gentleman 
be  found  voting  for  such  an  increase  as  that  ? 
He  hoped  the  House  would  affirm  the  amend- 
ment of  this  Bill. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

OWHAOKO   AND   KAIMANAWA-ORUAMA- 

TUA     REINVESTIGATION     OP    TITLE 

BILL. 

Jklr.  BALLANCE  moved,  That  the  Owhaoko 
and  Kaimanawa- Oruamatua  Reinvestigation  of 
Title  Bill  be  considered  in  Committee. 

Mr.  BRYCE  did  not  wish  to  oppose  this  Bill 
&t  all.  In  fact,  he  preferred  that  it  should  pass. 
But  he  would  ask  the  Native  Minister  if,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  he  thought  it  would  pass 
in  another  place.  It  was  a  Bill  which  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  which  took  a 
great  deal  of  evidence.  The  other  House  would 
either  have  to  accept  that  inquiry,  or  make  a 
similar  one  itself  before  it  passed  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BALLiVNCE  said  the  Bill  would  have 
been  postponed  until  next  session  but  for  the 
fact  that  a  subdivision  of  some  of  this  land  had 
already  taken  place,  and  Crown  grants  were 
about  to  issue.  They  had  not  been  issued 
simply  because  this  question  was  pending; 
and  therefore  it  was  desirable  that  the  Bill 
should  pass  this  session.  As  to  what  would  be 
done  in  another  place  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
lie  must  confess  he  was  in  a  state  of  profound 
ignorance.  He  thought,  at  any  rate,  it  was  the 
•duty  of  the  Government  to  try  to  have  this  Bill 
passed,  for  the  reasons  he  had  given. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IK    COMtflTTEE. 

Clause  2. — Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  blocks 
of  land  declared  to  be  Native  land,  and  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Native  Land  Court. 

Mr.  BRYCE  moved,  That  the  words,  "  and 
the  Kaimanawa-Oruamatua  Block,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  acres," 
bo  struck  out,  with  a  view  of  inserting  other 
"words  making  it  optional  for  the  Court  to  grant 
a  rehearing. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
-**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


Atbs,  89. 

Ballancd 

Eraser 

Locke 

Barron 

Gore 

Macandrew 

B.-Bradshaw 

Grace 

Mackenzie,  ^L 

Brown 

Grey 

McKenzie,  J. 

Buchanan 

Guinness 

McMillan 

Hatch 

Menteath 

Cowan 

Kerr 

Montgomery 

Dodson 

Lance 

Parata 

Duncan 

Lamach 

Pere 

Reese  Te  Ao 

Richardson,  E.  Tole 
Ross  Turnbull 

Smith  Vogel 

Stout 


Walker. 

Tellers. 
0*Callaghan 
Seddon. 


Noes,  16. 
Atkinson  Macarthur         Trimble 

Beetham  Moss  Wilson. 

Bryce  Newman 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Richardson,  G.         Tellers. 
Buckland,W.F.Rolleston  Conolly 

Lake  Thomson,  J.  W.  Pearson. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against, 

Bruce  Russell 

Levestam  Fulton 

0 'Conor.  Buckland,  J.  C. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Words  retained. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  RECREATION  RE- 
SERVE  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  stating  that  they  had  passed  the  New 
Plymouth  Recreation  Reserve  Bill  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  asked  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  amend- 
ments be  disagreed  with,  as  the  Council  had 
entirely  changed  the  nature  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBBS  thought  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Coimcil  were  necessary,  and  would  be 
approved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Ply- 
mouth. 

Amendments  disagreed  with. 

MINISTER  RESIDENT  IN  DUNEDIN. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  moved, 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  desirable 
that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  should  be  resident 
in  Duncdin  during  the  recess. 

Ml.  MOSS  thought  it  was  time  the  country 
should  know  the  meaning  of  this  motion  on 
going  into  Supply.  The  Government  were  car- 
rying out  a  system,  every  time  this  motion 
came  on,  of  putting  up  one  of  their  supporters 
to  close  the  mouths  of  their  opponents. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW.— I  deny 
it. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  this  motion  was  prompted  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
must  accept  the  denial  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  Central  that  the  amendment 
was  suggested  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  MOSS,  in  deference  to  Mr.  Speaker,  would 
withdraw  the  expression ;  but  he  believed  what 
he  had  said.  On  a  former  occasion  a  Govern- 
ment supporter  moved  that  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  removed  to  Christchurch,  and 
another  subsequently  moved  that  it  should  be 
removed  to  Nelson,  in  order  to  prevent  other 
honourable  membei-s  from  briuging  forward 
their  motions.    It  was  a  mere  trick. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
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was  out  of  ofcL  r  in  ar^ylv  ing  such  a  term  to  an 
honoiiriblf  mi  iiilar  wlm  <!»  niod  any  complicity 
with  i..»'  (lovernnunt  in  tliis  mjittcr. 

Mr.  JiUADSHAKiH-nUADSUAWF  id  that 
no  member  of  the  Ciovc.nment  prom] 'ed  him 
to  bring  forward  tho  motion:  no  Go\t.rmncnt 
whip  did  fto. 

^fr.  MOSS  wonld  accept  the  L  »nourable 
member'H  ht.'itcmont,  as  a  matter  of  cc  ^rse. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  if  the  houourabK  mem- 
ber should  not  ajxjlogize. 

Mr.  bPEAKKH  was  understnod  to  say  that, 
as  the  honourable  nu-mbir  had  intimated  his 
desire  to  with  Iraw  tho  words  complained  of,  he 
deemed  that  that  would  bo  sutlicient  without 
retjuiring  him  to  ap(>logizo. 

Sir,  MOhS  would  apoloj;ize  when  requested 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  but  would  not  do  so  at  the 
request  of  the  Treasurer,  who  had  no  right  to 
interrupt  him.  Was  the  Treahur^r  cunFcience- 
atruken  in  the  matter ?  There  were  few  op- 
portunities j;iven  to  honourable  members  to 
Dring  forward  motions  which  they  had  at  heart. 
Gomg  into  Committee  of  Supply  was  one  op- 
portunity ;  but  on  each  occasi(;n  a  supporter  of 
the  (jovernment  had  got  up  and  moved  some 
absurd  and  ridiculous  motion  which  was  sure 
to  he  negatived,  thus  di j^rivin;;  other  members 
of  the  opjKjrtunity  of  brinj;ing  forward  their 
nujtions.  Tlie  motion  he  had  intended  to  pro- 
pr"?e,  and  wliich  had  been  forestalled 

Mr.  SPKAKEIl  said  the  honourable  member 
could  not  di.scuss  his  motion  at  tl..*  present 
stage  of  the  pn>ceedin<;s. 

^i^.  MOSS  said  he  believed  that  on  the  oc- 
casion of  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  an 
opportunity  was  given  to  honourable  members 
to  discus>^  pu])lic  grievances. 

Mr.  STKAKEIt  said  that  as  POvm  as  this 
aiiiendment  was  disponed  of,  and  the  question 
came  on  to  be  linally  put,  '*  Tliat  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  chair,"  tlie  honourable  mem- 
ber could  discuss  any  public  grievance  ;  but 
he  must  not  refer  to  any  order  of  the  da,y  or 
notice  of  motion  on  tho  Order  Paptr,  or  any 
item  on  the  pres(^nt  )"ear's  estKuatcs. 

Mr.  MOi^S  said  he  would  then  defer  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  his  motion  for  the  present. 

^Ir.  KOsS  thought  this  a  uwtn  n  of  an  impor- 
tant character,  wliich  ou.^ht  to  receive  careful 
consideration.  It  was  well  known  that  when 
any  member  of  the  ^linistry  vi.'-ited  Duncdin 
he  had  to  receive  a  great  many  deputations 
on  various  subjects  of  public  businc-s,  and 
this  was  in  itself  evide!ice  of  how  much 
work  there  would  be  to  engage  the  attention 
of  a  resident  Minister  in  Dunedin.  Dun- 
ediii  was  the  centre  of  perhaps  the  most 
important  provincial  district  in  the  colony, 
and  in  it  tlieic  had  been  a  greater  amount  of 
Irnn  expenditure  than  in  any  oth-r  provincial 
district,  and  therefore  tiure  must  have  b*  en  a 
larL.'>r  amount  of  works  executed  whicl'  re- 
quired looking  after.  To  make  that  clear,  he 
would  give  a  few  figures  sliowing  the  loan  ex- 
penditure in  the  different  districts  from  the  1st 
January-,  1870,  to  the  31st  March,  18SG,  and 
otlicr  figures,  showing  the  i>opulation  of,  and 
the  revenue  contributed  from,  each  district : — 
Mr.  Speaker 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  there  had  beta  a 
expenditure  of  £2,419,123  for  general  piuposst 
He  had  not  been  able  to  ascertain  wha:  pcftax 
of  this  had  been  expended  in  each  pruvisdil 
district.  It  should  be  noted  that  tbe  iiinza 
given  as  to  Taranaki  revenue  were  scb^tci* 
the  fact  that  25  per  ocnt.  of  the  land  rtTcusr 
of  that  district  went  to  the  harbour  woris.  fit 
thought  these  figures  showed  how  imp-'ftaLti: 
was  that  a  Minister  should  reside  in  Don^iii 
during  the  recess, 

Mr,  F.  W.  BUCKLANT>  would  liketopjis: 
out  to  the  last  speaker  that  he  had  gone  cm  da 
population  basis,  but  he  had  omitted  to  cita- 
tion that  £573,225  had  been  spent  in  brirgiaj 
people  out  to  Otago,  and  therefore  it  ^r^  » 
wonder  that  so  much  had  been  spent  there,  tja 
expenditure  being  on  the  population  basis,  ia£ 
he  supjx)sed  it  was  tho  contention  of  menibas 
from  Otago  that,  so  much  having  bexiifpeci 
on  the  population  basis,  the  colony  5b«:cl:  f? 
on  spending  on  that  basis.  He  did  no:  h'i 
that  opinion  at  all,  and  he  also  thou^:  tht 
if  a  Minister  was  required  to  reside  in.  tas 
South  Island  it  should  be  at  Christ  chore};.  Bo 
the  (lovernment  had  anticipated  tLisdificiLty, 
and  had  kept  the  Minister  of  Mines  travellir^ 
about  during  last  recess,  mainly  in  CKs^c  aud 
Dunedin.  Members,  seeing  the  Urge  costthiS 
honourable  gentleman  had  put  the  ccoiiiyto 
for  travelling  expenses,  desired  that  he  ^h^ 
live  there,  believing,  no  doubt,  that  hewxl^ 
spend  as  much  there  instead  of  sp:r.a:ng  it  aU 
about  the  country.  But  the  Governnieat  fc*I 
foreseen  this  too,  and  so  they  bad  appoic^d 
another  Minister,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reycoids;  aoi 
prol)ably  the  honourable  member  for  PsJioiia 
Central  was  afraid  lest  that  honourable  gentle- 
man t^hould  be  kept  hero  instead  of  being  ^'^ 
l)aek  to  live  at  Duncdin  during  the  rectss.  He 
thought,  however,  the  Government  might  wiD 
allow  him  to  live  at  Duncdin.  This  gtrnk'HiaB 
had  gone  into  the  Ministry  for  the  expRSs  pai- 
l^ose  of  retrenchment,  and  so  he  would  be  al«e 
to  start  that  retrenchment  at  Dimedin;  and.a) 
doubt,  what  the  honourable  member  for  Din- 
ediu  Central  wished  was  to  have  a  first-class 
retrenching  Minister  among  them  atI>UDtdii!. 
to  cut  down  the  enormous  expense  in  ^^ 
district. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said  Ministers  were  appoistd 
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to  govern  the  country  well ;  and,  to  enable 
thoni  to  do  that,  it  was  necessary  thab  they 
should  travel  about  and  see  the  country,  instead 
of  being  all  resident  in  one  place  and  being  de- 
pendent for  information  on  others — on  those 
under  them — information  of  the  truth  of  which 
they  oould  not  be  satisfied  unless  they  went 
about  the  country  themselves, 

Mr.  BBYGE  asked,  if  a  Minister  were  resident 
in  Dunedin,  how  would  he  take  part  in  Cabinet 
discussions,  and  if  he  did  not  take  part  in  them 
how  was  he  to  be  bound  by  them  ? 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words,  *  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair  in  order  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply/ 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  36. 

Atkinson  Hamlin  Eichardson,  G. 

Ballance  Kerr,  RoUoston 

Bruce  Lake  Smith 

Brv'ce  Levestom  Steward,  W.  J. 

liuckland,  J.  C.  Locke  Stout 

Buckland,\V.F.  McKonzie,  J.  Tolo 

Cad  man  McMillan  Trimble 

Conolly  Montgomery  Vogel 

Cowan  Newman  Walker. 

Duncan  Parata  Tellers. 

Fisher  licese  Menteath 

Fitzherbert        Richardson,  E.  0*Conor. 
Fulton 

Noes,  17. 

Barron  Hirst,  H.  Pearson 

Bcctham  Hobbs  Ross 

Fergus  Joyce  Tumbull. 

Gore  Lamach  Tellers, 

Ciroy  Macandrew  B.-Bradshaw 

Hatch  Macarthur  Moss. 

Majority  for,  19. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND  LAND  PURCHASE. 
On  the  motion.   That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  MOSS  said,— I  hope  I  shall  not  find  it 
necessary  to  transgress  the  rule  you  have  laid 
down.  Sir,  that  I  must  not  refer  to  any  item 
on  the  present  year's  estimates.    It  has  been 
rumoured  that  there  was  some  desperate  inten- 
tion on  my  part  to  bring  most  important  mat- 
tors  before  the  House,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
to  use  every  means  to  frustrate  that  intention. 
What  I  intended  to  bring  forward  was  a  motion 
affirming  the  necessity  of  the  House  insisting 
upon  a  statement  being  laid  on  the  table,  at 
tho  earliest  possible   moment  after   the  next 
meeting  of  Parliament,  sho\^ing  the  amount  of 
money  that  has  been  expended  under  the  votes 
**  Harbour  defences,"  Class  IX.,  and  "  Purchase 
of  Native  lands,"  Class  VI.,  for  last  year  and 
this  year.     As  I  cannot  refer  to  this  year's  esti- 
mates, it  will  illustrate  my  contention  if  I  refer 
to  those  of  last  year.  Very  large  sums  of  money 
arc  placed  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  Na- 
tive and  Defence  ^Ministers.    These  sums  are 
spent  at  the  Government's  pleasure  in  the  pur- 
chase of  private  and  Native  lands.    No  account 
-whatever  is  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
showing  how  the  money  has  been  spent.    As 


large  a  sum  as  a  quarter  of  a  million  has  been 
spent  in  this  way.     Out  of  the  vote  given  last 
year  there  was  the  one  sum  of  £17,100  for  a 
piece  of  land  the  purchase  of  which  has  be- 
come a  public   scandal   in   Auckland.    With 
regard  to  this  quarter  of  a  million  no  intima- 
tion has  up  to  this  moment  been  given  to  the 
House  on  what  the  money  was  expended.    The 
Government  is  also  said  to  have  paid  the  enor- 
mous price  of  £27  per  foot  for  a  bit  of  land  for 
a  torpedo-boat  shed,  but  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est record  of  this  purchase  before  the  House. 
So  for  as  the  Stark  purchase  is  concerned,  the 
Government  have  accepted  the  responsibility, 
declared  that  it  was   a  right  purchase,  and 
that  their  officers  are  not  in  the  least  degree 
to  blame.    I  therefore  wish,  as  an  Auckland 
member,  to  say  that  the  very  great  majority 
of  the  Auckland  people — I  venture  to  say  that 
there  are  not  a  dozen  dissentients — are  very 
greatly  concerned    that    they  should    appear 
before  the  country  as  in  any  way  participators 
in  what  they  consider  an  enormous  scandal. 
That  is  the  only  feeling  of  the  Auckland  people, 
and  therefore  it  is  that  I  hope  this  House  will 
not  for  a  moment  look  upon  this  matter  as 
an    Auckland    scandal,    but    that    they    will 
free   the   Auckland   people   from   any   blame 
in  the  matter.    There  are  not  a  dozen  people 
in  Auckland  who  would  care  to  defend  that 
transaction,  and  therefore   the  entire  blame 
must  rest  with  the  Government,  who  have  up- 
held the  purchase,  and  who  have  not  given  this 
House  the  slightest  chance  of  discussing  the 
question  or  ex]pressing  an  opinion  on  it.    I  ask 
whether  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  such  enormous  sums  placed 
at  their  disposal  to  spend  in  such  a  way.    Is  it 
right  that  their  virtue  should  be  tried  to  such 
an  extent  ?    I  have  been  debarred  from  moving 
for  the  production  of  the  returns  with  regard  to 
these  transactions,  but  I  hope  that  I  shall  still 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  even 
though  it  should  be  by  moving  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Appropriation  Bill  a  resolution 
to  the  effect  "that  there  be  laid  upon  the 
table  within  three  days  after  the  beginning  of 
the  next  session  a  statement  of  the  expenditure 
and  of  the  liabilities,  under  the  votes  for  har- 
bour defences  and  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
for  each  of  the  financial  years  1886  and  1887 : 
the  statement  to  show  the  several   amounts 
paid,  the  services  for  which  paid,  and  the  per- 
sons to  whom    paid,  respectively."     If  that 
should  be  carried,  the  House  will  know  what 
has  been  done  with  those  great  sums  of  money 
of  which  the  Government  has  had  the  uncon- 
trolled expenditure,  and  it  will  give  the  Go- 
vernment a  warning  to  be  more  careful  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  HOBBS.  —  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  jumped  my  claim.  I  do  not  know  whetbcr 
he  has  forgotten,  but  I  told  him  that  I  was 
going  to  bring  this  matter  forwatrd,  and  he  ad- 
vised me  not  to  do  it.  The  motion  I  intended 
to  move  was  that  there  should  be  a  Royal 
Commission  appointed  at  once,  to  sit  in  Auck- 
land and  inquire  into  the  purchase  of  the  Stark 
property,  with  power  to  call  for  papers  and 
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pcreons.  I  coiif^ider  that  in  that  purchase 
thf'Te  has  been  a  deciUci  defraading  of  the 
colony. 

S.r  a.  STOUT.— By  whom  ? 

^Ir.  HOBBS. — Thiit  is  just  the  point  we  wish 
to  find  out,  and  thut  i«  why  I  wont  a  Royal 
Conunisbion  to  ir.quiro  into  the  mattrr.  Many 
of  the  persjon**  wlio  j*avo  evidence  before  the 
Committee  were  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
therefore  wo  cannot  ccaisi.lor  that  it  has  been 
gone  into  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  because 
homo  of  them  had  to  clear  their  characters. 
I  am  not  surpri-rd  that  there  is  so  stronp; 
a  feeling  in  A  ink  la-. d  on  the  Kubjfct,  for  1 
have  no  hi'sita.tion  in  b;ivir.g  that  the  colony 
has  b(HMi  (Kfmudid  to  tlie  extent  of  £10,000 
— thi\t  il(J,'»«*^)  nic^re  was  given  for  the  pro- 
perty tliuu  ouglit  to  lia\"  be«.n  given.  We  are 
well  iiwuie  tjuit  the  mutter  has  been  investi- 
gated by  a  Onuuiltee;  but  1  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  result.  The  House  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  di-cussing  tiie  report  of 
that  Coniniitt^ »',  and  tliC  people  will  not  be 
Batisfiod  until  tlu'  wliole  thing  has  been  in- 
vestigated by  an  impartial  Comnns^^ion.  I  do 
rot  ui^h  to  cast  aiiv  relh  otion  upon  the  ^linis- 
ter  for  Public  Works,  but  I  do  say  that  there 
has  bei'u  some  collusion  in  reference  to  the 
purchase  of  this  proptrty,  and  that  the  colony 
has  been  defrauded  of  JLIO.OCX)  at  the  very 
lea^t. 

An  Hon.  MF,Mnr:n. — Who  is  to  prove  it? 

^Ir.  HOLDS.  —  I  do  not  know.  I  cast  the 
whole  responsil>i]ity  upon  the  Government,  so 
that  they  may  have  iiiquirie.s  made  by  a  lioyal 
Commission  in  Auckland.  1  ln>pe  that  the 
GoverniiRiit  v.ill  ftel  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
them  to  institute  lui  ii.euiry  at  once. 

Mr.  CiOKK. — As  one  of  the  Committee  who 
brought  up  this  ujh  rt,  I  should  like  to  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  if  tlie  gentleman  who  6p<;ko  last 
had  rend  the  e\  id.  ucc  he  would  not  have  been 
BO  positive  as  he  is.  I  should  like  to  give  my 
reasons  for  voting  in  favour  of  the  report 
brought  up.  We  had  before  us  the  officer  who 
valued  the  prop<'rty  for  the  Ciovernment,  and 
he  gave  his  evidence  that  the  property  was 
worth  the  money,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 
put  by  the  ^linister  for  Public  Works  he 
stated  that  at  the  time  the  purchase  was  being 
made  it  was  not  advisable  to  take  the  matter 
into  the  Assessment  Court,  because,  if  it  were 
taken  into  Court,  he  believed  that  the  result 
would  be  that  the  Government  would  have  to 
pay  £17,500  and  also  expensts.  The  property- 
tax  valuer  valued  it  at  the  same  amount. 
These  gentlemen  were  two  Government  oliicers  ; 
and,  if  the  Government  are  not  to  be  guided  by 
their  officers,  by  whom  are  they  to  be  guided? 
Their  evidence  was  supported  by  that  of  ^Ir. 
Aitken,  a  gentleman  who  I  bclievo  lias  been 
Chairman  of  the  Auckland  Cliamber  of  Com- 
merce, who  is  held  in  high  repute  in  Auckland, 
and  who,  no  doul)t,  is  absolutely  trustworthy. 
He  stated  that  the  price  was  not  too  much,  and 
ho  added  that  if  the  land  were  sold  in  allot- 
ments it  would  realize  more  than  was  paid  for  it. 
Then  there  was  Mr.  Alison,  whose  evidence  was 
taken  on  oath.  It  luvd  been  said  that  ho  was  a 
Mr.  Hobbs 


partner  of  Stark's  ;  but  I  do  net  think  tkasv 
honoarable  gentleman  who  reads  tha»  e^aa 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  th&t  Hr   jbflc 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.    X   do  s^^bk. 
that  honourable    gentlemen  &xe    pccfasd  i 
charge   Mr.   Alison    with    peijary  —  «ijei  i 
actually  what  they  are  doing   '«rhm  tb«7  m 
that  ho  was  connected  with  the  Tnaitgi,   la 
free  to  admit  that  I  was  prejudicerd  a^uas  Jk 
Alison;  but.  after  his  expian&tion^  I  thiski 
is  perfectly  easy  to  understand  ^whj  bs  sn 
an  offer  of' £10,000  for  the  land.      JhMream 
to  the  conclusion — and  his  evidence  yr]l  :m 
me  out  —  that  ilr.  Alison,  knowing  that  a 
Government  would  eventually  h^ve  tof^scba 
this  land,  and  being  a  keen  man  of  besc:^ 
thought  he  could  make  a  thoasand  poc&^i 
he   could   only  get   hold  of  the   lajid,    I  em 
quite  conceive  the  probability  of  sach  a  aa 
trying  to  get  the  property  for  £16,000  iacek 
that  he  might  in  turn  make  a  proiiS  outoisk 
Government.    The  honourable  member  lorta 
Bay  of  Islands  says  that  he  wishes  an  impei^ 
tribunal  to  look  into  the  matter;  hat  Id^ia 
know  how  he  is  going  to  get  a  more  impki^ 
tribunal   than  a    Conmiittee    of    this  Hv3. 
I,  for  one,  have  no   personal  interet  fa  ii 
matter,  nor  have   I  any  interest  in  the  k<a£ 
differences  of  opinion  which  may  exist  in  Aaefc- 
land  ;  it  is  not  a  question  I  feel  very  ac^teh 
on,  one  way  or  the  other:  and  I  claim  that  I,  tt 
any  rate,  was  perfectly  impskrtial.    As  fa/  a 
the  charge  of  collusion  is  concerned,  I  gj  a* 
think  that  is  proved  on  the  evidence.    WlaS- 
over  honourable  members'   ideas  may  he,  3 
they  are  guided  by  the  evidence — and  itiscsh' 
by  the  evidence  that  they  should  be  ga^ed- 
they  cannot  but  come  to  the  conclusija  ttti 
no  collusion  was  proved    to  tlie  ComsiiSit. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  other  decision  llss 
that  arrived  at  could  have  been  ccaae?  tc  k 
impartial  men.     And  I  have  to  observe  i^ 
rebutting  evidence  was  all  by  letter  ani  tc>- 
gram,  and  therefore  should  not  have  so  Eoe^ 
weight  attached  to  it  as  evidence  given  befsK 
the  Committee  on    oath.     I  do  not  see  aaj 
necessity  for  going  any  further  in  the  nu^ 
As  to  Royal  Commissions,  we  have  had  a  g«* 
many  of  them,  and  we  know  what  the  gaial 
results  of  them  are.    I  do  not  believe  tfc«c»^ 
good  would  come  of  appointing  a  CominisaBi 
to  sit  in  Auckland. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  also  was  a  memtea 
the  Committee,  and  I  took  great  pains  to  nub 
myself  acquainted  with  the  evidence  that «» 
submitted  to  us ;  and  I  agree  with  vfbat  bt 
fallen  from  the  honourable  member  who  i*s 
last  .'^poken.  But  there  are  one  or  two  cir- 
cumstances which  the  honourable  gentlafflB 
omitted  to  mention.  There  was  a  Mr.  M»^ 
who  gave  evidence,  and  he  stated  distiuctj 
that  if  he  had  been  asked  for  advice  as  to  vlfli 
amount  might  be  lent  upon  that  property  w 
would  have  advised  a  client  to  go  as  ^^ 
£10,000 ;  and  he  further  stated  that  he  belieT^ 
that  if  the  property  were  cut  up  and  a^f| 
auction — sold  at  a  forced  sale — it  ^^^^  ^ 
leave  a  margin  of  profit.  That  showed  «* 
I  the  property  was  worth  considerably  more »* 
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«ome  honourable  gentlemen  tried  to  make  out ; 
because  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  man 
"would  advise  a  client  to  lend  money  up  to,  or 
nearly  up  to,  the  full  value  of  property.  Then, 
there  was  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who 
stated  on  oath  that  when  he  was  in  Auckland 
he  made  inquiries  from  other  persons — inde- 
pendent persons,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  matter — as  to  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  was  assured  by  them  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment got  the  property  at  from  £15,000  to 
£16,000  they  would  make  a  good  bargain.  I 
take  it  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  tho  Committee  was  in 
favour  of  the  Government.  We  had  it  further 
stated  that  if  the  case  were  taken  into  the 
•Compensation  Court  they  would  not  only  have 
liad  to  pay  the  price  which  had  been  paid, 
but  that  they  would  have  been  mulcted  in 
the  expense  as  well.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Committee  could  have  come  to  a  different  con- 
•clusion.  We  hod  it  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden,  who  was  a  witness,  that 
lio  was  sure  that  it  was  a  deep-laid  conspiracy. 
If  that  is  so,  surely  you  cannot  blame  the  Go- 
"vemment  or  their  officers  if  they  got  entrapped 
in  it.  But  I  hold  that  the  Government  were 
<qait6  justified  in  giving  what  they  did  give. 
Whether  it  was  a  fair  price  or  not,  is  another 
matter;  but  with  the  information  they  had 
they  were  justified  in  giving  what  they  did. 
Further  inquiry  would  not  result  in  any  of  the 
xnoney  being  recovered,  but  would  lead  to  a 
.great  deal  more  money  being  wasted.  In  other 
swords,  good  money  would  be  thrown  after  bad. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
anittee  who  considered  this  evidence  very  care- 
fully, and  who,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
lionourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and 
•who  only  attended  the  Committee,  I  think, 
twice 

Mr.  LEVESTAM. — I  rise  in  personal  expla- 
nation. It  is  quite  true  that,  as  the  honour- 
a>ble  gentleman  says,  I  only  attended  the 
Oommittee  meetings  twice,  because  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  a,  member  to  attend  two  or 
-three  Committees  at  once ;  but  I  may  tell  the 
lionourable  member  this :  that  I  read  all  the 
evidence  very  carefully,  and  considered  it  care- 
fully before  I  came  to  a  decision. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — As  I  have  made  one  state- 
jment  which  the  honourable  member  admits  to 
liave  been  correct,  I  will  make  another  which 
lie  will  also  admit  to  be  correct.  He  said 
-that  two  persons  offered  £16,000  for  the  pro- 
perty ;  but  he  actually  knows  so  little  about  it 
£bs  not  to  know  that  only  one  offer  of  £16,000 
-was  made. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— That  is  not  what  I  said 
£bt  all.  I  said  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
^Works  told  us  that  when  he  was  in  Auckland 
lie  made  inquiries  from  independent  persons, 
cuid  was  told  that  the  Government  would  get  a 
^ood  bargain  if  they  could  buy  the  land  for 
JB15,000  or  £16,000. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  correct  me  again,  but  I  repeat 
^hat  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  there 
-cwos  an  offer  of  £16,000;   and  directly  after- 


wards he  said  that  there  was  another  offer  of 
£16,000. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— No. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  but  this  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  told  us  that  Mr.  Oliver 
Mays  told  tho  Committee  that  the  property 
might  be  worth  £10,000 ;  but  he  forgot  to  tell 
the  House  that  wo  had  evidence,  volume  after 
volume,  which  showed  that  Mr.  Stark  offered 
this  property  all  over  the  place,  through  agent 
after  agent,  at  £100  an  acre,  whereas  he  waa 
paid  £600  an  acre.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  the  price  was  quite  exorbitant,  and  that 
£10,000  of  public  money  was  given  away  to  a 
gentleman  who  has  now  left  the  colony,  and 
that  for  all  time  the  colony  will  have  to  pay 
interest  on  £10,000,  which  might  just  as 
well  have  been  thrown  into  the  sea.  Then 
there  comes  in  the  question  of  conspiracy; 
and  I  hold  that  the  report  cf  the  Com- 
mittee was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  because 
any  right-minded  man  who  has  gone  through 
the  evidence  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  there  was,  somewhere  or  another — 
I  do  not  say  that  the  Government  or  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  was  implicated  in  it — 
a  conspiracy,  by  which  the  colony  has  been 
robbed  of  £10,000.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  clearest 
evidence,  the  Committee  brought  in  this  use- 
less verdict.  Had  I  thought  that  I  had  the 
remotest  chance  of  carrying  it,  I  should  have 
moved— I  had  it  written  down  on  paper — that  a 
Commission  should  be  appointed — not  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee — to  consist  of  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  the  District  Court,  to 
inquire  into  this  matter ;  because  I  hold  that 
if  a  Commission  were  to  sit  on  the*  spot  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  evidence  that  might  be  ob- 
tained that  we  could  not  get.  I  see  by  tele- 
grams in  the  papers  that  there  is  said  to  be 
fresh  evidence  forthcoming,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  would  be.  If  the  Committee 
had  gone  to  further  expense,  and  had  had 
time,  it  might  have  got  fresh  evidence ; 
but  if  a  Commission  were  appointed  that 
would  sit  in  Auckland,  a  large  amount  of  fresh 
evidence  would  probably  be  forthcoming.  I 
am  very  strongly  of  opinion — and  this,  too,  I 
would  have  moved  if  I  had  thought  there  was 
any  chance  of  carrjring  it  —  that  where  any 
property  is  purchased  by  the  Government  over 
the  value  of  £2,000  the  matter  should  be  taken 
into  the  Compensation  Court,  where  everything 
takes  place  in  the  light  of  day.  I  do  not  say 
this  as  applying  to  this  Government  in  par- 
ticular, but  to  all  Governments.  If  such  a 
course  as  that  were  adopted,  we  should  run  no 
risk  of  such  a  public  outcry  as  has  taken  place 
in  this  instance.  No  one,  I  say,  looking  at  the 
evidence  can  doubt  that  £17,000  was  altogether 
an  excessive  price  to  pay;  no  one  can  doubt 
that  it  has  created  a  grave  scandal  in  Auck- 
land; and  no  one  can  doubt  that  further  m- 
quiry  should  be  made  to  see  who  it  is  that  has 
defrauded  the  colony  of  £10,000.  If  the  Minis- 
try wish  to  relieve  themselves,  or  their  officers, 
of  odium,  they  should  insist  on  further  inquiry- 
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dr.rn.^  the  ri'ct"-s ;  fi>r  if  tlu-y  want  to  buy 
iiiMji-  i.ui'i  thi'V  iiuiHt  takf  the  advice  of  these 
<>]:.i<i>^.  Im-ii  ilicic  IS  uilk  about  this  offer  of 
M».  AliM.n.  Wlu)  IS  Mr.  Alison?  Mr.  All- 
s'i;i  i-  a  g>>iitleiuiiii  who  comes  forward  and 
h<i«>  Halt  ill*  knew  nothing  of  the  offer  of  the 
)ir>  |>  rty,  H.^iu^h  lie  wus  a  partner  in  lond-trans- 
anii  :i-.  Vi-Jir  iii  ami  year  out  with  Mr.  Stark. 
Mr.  Ah-  »ii  V..U  jmxcd  up  with  him  in  a  variety 
of  1  i-l  'il»-;  AliH«»n  ami  Stark  were  always 
I')  *.  •  I* :  i»:i«l  vtt  AliM  n  s:i\s  he  knows  no- 
tn...^  wuai'  \cr  ahuut  the  oAy-v  for  sale  of  the 
pi-  J  ity,  iliMU^'li  jt  is  ill  evidcuco  that  Alistm 
hi'ii^.lf  oifi  red  tho  properly  for  a  very  mode- 
r.itr  "^iim  of  nioncy  on  one  occasion.  Tiiorv  is 
tli>^  wry  f  >rtunato  thiii«  in  connection  with 
til-  ijiti'iirv:  that  Stark  otlcred  tlic  property  on 
s«  \*  11  ii::i«  lent  ocfa.-ioii.>»  to  sevcii  ililTcrcnt  per- 
s..ll•^;  aii'l  thiru  is  this  n-iiiiikahie  piece  of 
K\n\>  'ice  :  that  tho  latent  otTer  of  tiiewi  wa>  for 
.t.;.(N.>,  wiLlnii  a  few  niontljs  ot  tlie  tune  wlien 
Me  in  »>ive  I  i;l7,(M>J) ;  ar.il  wlu  ri  lir  thuls  it  is  to 
hi-  t.A.  11  liy  tiie  (I.»v(  ni!ii«'nt  he  arranges  a 
pl.ui,  1!  '.s  a  j»li«>i(  \r.\.\  Ii  t.ikrii,  i.ii.l  cuts  it  up 
iiit'j  wiiithle^-,  litin-  >•  ell  us,  an  i  says  he  wants 
t:^»,rih)  lor  it;  and  Mr.  Ah^■•n,  a  gentleman 
in  e  «  .n>  ctioii  \Miii  him  as  partner,  ahsolut<ly 
s.i.--  li .'  knew  notliinji  a'oout  tlie  transa<>tion. 
'J'ii.  n,  we  have  tins  extraor<]iiiary  statt  inent 
lij.ei"  I'.tlie  propeitx-tax  valuer:  that  he  did 
Hot  I  11  .w  uf  any  of  the  laiid-.-ales  that  were 
low  l.i-  only  knew  of  those  that  were  high  ;  and 
li«'  ilil  not  know,  aj)parently,  though  he  was 
iniiiii  .{'•  with  tlie  whole  history,  that  this  was 
l[  1  ;:  !  >  he  um  d  as  a  l)att«Tv-siti\  That  was  an 
i;\i..'  ivUi.aiy  pic<-e  uf  eviden'X',  when  it  was  in 
all  tl  ••  i^ajieih  what  the  site  was  wanted  for, 
an!  \.h»n  there  were  niiiuary  ollicers  there. 
Tlii.^  I'/ntli  man,  who  knows  the  value  of  every 
hit  of  1  uitl  and  all  that  was  j^oin*^  on  affecting,' 
it,  ah  ohittly  tlcclar-'s  he  knew  nothing  ahout 
ti.i^.  1  K^iw  tin;  <ii'\eimjn  lit  will  not  al]f)W 
tije  i!i.'..ier  to  lest,  hut  wiil  pr.'l)c  it  further, 
ami  app  Miit  a  C'oiiiiiii-si-»n  oi;r.ng  the  recess  to 
sre  iliiit  justice  is  (l«nie  sonii  how. 

"Mr.  l5AUliC)N.— It  do.  s  ii<.r  seem  as  if  any 
p,  »"d  (  oidil  he  dour  to  the  p'llilie  service  hy  re- 
«»i'  111.^;  tiiis  (pifstion  in  ti.is  way.  The  wIk^ic 
ii.ijai'y  w;is  vi  ry  carefully  ;,i)ne  into  by  the 
Pijlilic  Accounts  CoininiLtie,  and  certain  reso- 
luticns  were  agreed  to  on  a  di\i>ion  hy  G  to  .->, 
Tin*  <luestioii  was,  whether  the  (iovornmeut 
wti  '  jii^tiiied  in  purchasing  the  property  at 
thi  ]>n(.e  ;  and  the  majority,  of  which  I  wa'?  not 
on<  ,  \uted  that  the  (lovLrniiunt  were  justilicd 
ill  p.Uiliasing  at  that  price:  thiit  is  to  say — I 
am  (|v;otiii;<  from  the  puhlislu'd  report  of  tlie 
<\)niniiUfe'ri  ])roeeeoiiixs — in  a  question  afiect- 
ni','  Mini^tt.r.;,  in  an  inquiry  to  ascertain  whc- 
thir  the  (h)venniunt  were  jiistitied  in  doing  a 
certain  thing,  two  MinisttTb  decided  the  ques- 
tion hy  \.)lin.L;  that  the  (ioveinment  were  per- 
fectly ju^tirit  d  in  doing  that  tliinj? — that  was, 
in  elKcting  this  ]Mireliase.  The  evidence  of  tlie 
(li>v.  riiine.it  Land  Puichase  otlicer — the  per^ion 
a]>pi»;iited  hy  tiie  ('n»vi'rnm»'nt  to  make  the 
oUiri.il  ViLiiiatiou  under  whieli  tho  purchase 
was  made-  -  shows  that  that  (.fiieer  had  no  local 
expeiience  in  Auckhiiid.  lie  had  just  been  rc- 
Dr.  yew  mail 


moved  there,  and  be  says  in  his  eM^ssa 
the  whole  negotiations  were  very  hazriedi ' 
and  had  he  had  more  time  to  enui  ids 
matter,  and  had  be  been  able  to  brags 
such  local  knowledge  as  he  might  hAvt^i 
hy  a  longer  residence  in  the  distnet.  u  p>' 
hably  might  have  given  a  different  vahiai. 
The  Minister  was  undoubtedly  advised  ^'ai 
oflicers.  No  doubt  the  pnrchase  ^ns  sik 
hurriedly,  and  it  might  not  be  possible !z^ 
Minister  to  give  a  very  long  time  toii,tiss^ 
he  seems  to  have  taken  the  matter  cp  sssi 
have  given  personal  attention  to  it.  Esi 
purchase  been  effected  at  a  mach  kveiD 
than  the  Land  Purchase  officer  adrueilpa 
sume  we  should  have  given  the  Minister  sii 
for  having  saved  a  large  amount  of  p&bjss 
pcnditure.  But  what  I  rose  to  point  (^w 
that  evidently  nothing  further  can  be  msd. 
from  reopening  this  inquury.  The  viOki 
tho  evidence  is  on  record,  the  whole  cf  a 
I>roccedi3  's  are  recorded,  the  decisiDnfiidQi 
way  in  which  it  was  arrived  at  are  tsc^dd. 
and  those  in  tho  district,  who  probably  afei 
much  keener  interest  in  the  mat;ef  tla5» 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Represerana 
i^enerally,  have  ample  means  of  disojcdai 
from  the  printed  evidence  whether  the ja- 
chase  was  warranted  or  was  not  warraatei 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— There  is  no  doab:  iriat 
ever  that  very  great  indignation  and  diaat* 
faction  exist  in  Auckland  over  this  pacbas^ 
and,  I  think,  rightly  so.  There  is  a  ^ai 
feeling  that  the  Government  paid  a  2^ 
exorbitant  price  for  this  property,  and  it£ 
if  duo  care  had  been  taken  and  delibear 
tion  exercised  in  coming  to  a  decision  as  to » 
value  they  would  have  had  that  proiKilTtf 
a  much  less  price  than  they  paiifori-  £• 
pression  has  been  given  to  the  fact  tia:  t^ 
majority  of  the  Committee  gave  their appEW 
to  the  course  pursued  by  the  GrovenuneEt;  Iss 
I  think  the  other  members  of  the  CoDHUtar- 
those  in  the  minority  of  one— have  reason  »  * 
dissatisfied  with  that  verdict,  and  tbeT  b»J 
reason  to  feel  annoyed  that  some  membds* 
the  Committee  who  paid  no  attenticai  K  J^^ 
proc*  edings  while  the  evidence  was  being ufcs 
came  in  at  the  last  moment,  and,  wiptBa 
two  members  of  the  Ministry  alsoTCtii^a 
tho  other  side,  succeeded  in  svampm?  tte 
voice  of  those  who  had  given  most  attentta » 
the  subject.  Reference  has  been  madebrts 
honourable  member  for  Thomdon  to  tke  a^ 
that  an  honourable  member  who  came  in  tf 
tho  lasit  moment  and  voted  for  the  <^«o* 
ment  in  this  matter  had  not  given  saasestf^ 
attention  to  the  evidence:  and  I  recoUecteas 
instance  wherein  the  honourable  membetj^ 
f(?rred  to  thought  that  an  offer  of  BM^ 
been  made  by  two  parties ;  whereas  the  cS'^ 
through  Mr.  Cochrane  was  made  by  Mr.^ 
son,  and  there  were  not  two  distinct  oStR 
I  believe,  if  the  Government  had  extrf^^ 
(ordinary  caution  in  going  into  this  matter. - 
thev  had  carried  out  the  susicestion  ^^,^ 
^Ir.'  O'Connor,  the  Under-Secretary  for  Ps^ 
Works,  and  which  is  in  e\'idence,  *^^ 
associated  with  Mr.  Brewer,  the  LandPuB"* 
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agent,  some  gentlemen  of  standing  and  of 
looal  knowledge  with  regard  to  land -trans- 
actions in  Auckland,  that  this  blunder  would 
not  have  occurred.  The  fact  is  that  the  gentle- 
man who  conducted  these  negotiations  for  the 
Govomment  had  only  been  about  two  weeks  in 
Auckland,  and,  coming  from  another  district, 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  value  of  property 
in  Auckland.  That  was  aQ  additional  reason 
why  they  should  have  exercised  the  precaution 
to  which  I  have  referred.  We  have  it  distinctly 
in  evidence  that  in  1884  property  in  Auckland, 
which  had  increased  considerably  in  value,  was 
at  its  highest — that  is,  that  up  to  the  end  of 
1884  property  was  as  high  as,  indeed,  higher 
than,  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  1886,  the  time 
the  Government  made  the  purchase.  And 
what  do  we  find  that  this  property — the  best 
part  of  it,  ten  acres  and  the  house — was  worth 
then?  We  find  that  it  was  offered  to  three 
separate  individuals  in  March,  May,  and  De- 
cember of  the  year  1884  for  the  sum  of  £3,500 
in  two  cases,  and  five  acres  and  the  house  in 
the  third  instance  for  the  same  sum,  when  the 
buyer  had  the  option  to  take  another  five  acres 
or  an  additional  £500,  thus  establishing  that, 
in  Mr.  Stark's  mind,  the  value  of  that  part  of 
the  land  was  £100  per  acre.  If  you  take  these 
three  distinct  offers,  all  bearing  out  that  fact 
— the  ten  acres  with  the  house  being  valued  at 
£3,500,  and  taking  the  house  at  the  value  put 
upon  it  in  the  transaction  with  Mr.  Boss — 
namely,  £1,500 — that  would  leave  the  land,  as 
improved,  at  £200  per  acre  ;  and,  applying  the 
same  value  to  the  other  parts  of  the  estate,  the 
whole  value  of  the  property  would  not  come 
to  £8,000.  Reference  has  been  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  to  Mr.  Mays, 
and  he  asserted  that  that  gentleman,  in  his 
evidence,  stated  that  £10,000  might  have  been 
lent  upon  the  property,  and  therefore  it  was 
worth  a  great  deal  more  than  that  sum  :  but 
Mr.  Mays  distinctly  spoke  of  that  as  the  outside 
value.  I  will  just  read  two  or  three  questions 
wiiich  he  answered,  with  a  view  of  showing 
what  his  opinion  was.    Question  837  is, — 

"Can  you  give-  any  idea  as  to  the  selling- 
value  of  this  property — twenty-eight  acres? — 
My  own  opinion  at  the  time  that  the  purchase 
was  made  by  the  Government  was  that  if 
Mr.  Stark  got  £10,000  for  it  he  would  be  well 
paid." 

Then,  question  839  is,  "  What  do  you  think 
it  would  have  sold  for  if  it  had  been  sold  pub- 
licly ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  have  made  more 
thaji  £10,000  without  reference  to  the  fortifica- 
tion scheme."  Then,  on  that  point  to  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  referred,  we 
find — question  891, — 

"  You  said  that  the  value  of  the  property 
-would  have  been  high  at  £10,000 :  then  would 
you  advise  any  one  to  lend  money  on  mortgage 
up  to  its  full  value  ? — I  was  asked  to  name  the 
extreme  amount,  and  I  mentioned  that  sum : 
fibS  an  ordinary  precaution  I  should  lend  25  per 
cent,  less  than  that." 

That  disposes  of  the  matter,  and  shows  that 
Mr.  Mays  put  upon  the  property  its  extreme 
value  when  he  spoke  of  £10,000.    I  think  the 


Government  ought  to  have  taken  this  case  into  - 
the  Compensation  Court,  and  they  would  then 
have  had  witnesses  with  local  knowledge  to 
bear  upon  the  question — that,  purchasing  it  as 
they  did,  they  ought  to  have  acted  with  greater 
caution,  and  should  not  have  concluded  the 
transaction  in  such  a  hurried  manner.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
Auckland  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  matter  have  been  "had," 
and  that  the  price  they  have  paid  is  far  in 
excess  of  that  which  they  ought  to  have  paid, 
and  very  much  in  excess  of  what  they  would 
have  paid  had  they  taken  the  matter  into 
the  Compensation  Court.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  Mr.  Alison  in  this  case,  and  to  his 
connection  with  Mr.  Stark — for,  if  he  was  not  an 
actual  partner  in  all  Mr.  Stark's  afiairs,  he  ad- 
mits to  have  been  a  partner  in  many  land- trans- 
actions. Well,  as  showing  what  value  is  to  be 
attached  to  Mr.  Alison's  evidence,  we  have  it 
in  the  document  before  the  House  that  he 
states  that  he  conveyed  an  offer  to  Mr.  Stark 
of  £450  per  acre  from  some  gentlemen,  who 
he  thought  were  from  New  South  Wales,  and 
whose  names  he  did  not  know,  and  that  when 
he  made  that  offer  Mr.  Stark  laughed  at  it  as 
being  too  small;  and  yet  we  have  it  in  evi- 
dence that  within  two  months  of  that  time  he 
offered  the  best  ten  acres  of  the  property,  with 
the  house  and  all  improvements,  for  £4,000. 
That  evidence  is  not  easily  reconcilable  with 
the  action  of  Mr.  Stark,  who  was  persistently 
making  attempts  to  sell  his  property  at  the 
rate  I  have  quoted.  There  is  evidence  before 
the  House  with  regard  to  twenty  acres  of  the 
property  and  the  house  having  been  in  the 
hands  of  an  agent  for  sale  for  £5,000  in  1883  ; 
but  I  have  not  referred  prominently  to  that, 
for  this  reason :  that  the  three  offers  which  are 
spoken  of  as  having  been  made  in  1884  were 
made  at  a  time  when  property  in  Auckland  and 
its  suburbs  was  at  its  very  highest,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  whatever  why  a  sum  in 
excess  of  that  rate  should  have  been  paid  for 
the  property  in  the  early  part  of  1886,  when 
the  Government  made  that  purchase.  I  am 
not  sure,  myself,  that  anything  good  would 
result  from  the  inquiry  asked  for ;  but  there 
might  possibly  be  some  further  information 
elicited,  and  I  shall  still  give  it  my  support. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  do  not  believe  that  any 
good  purpose  will  be  sen'ed  by  this  debate,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  make  excerpts  from  the  evi- 
dence, which,  even  if  given  at  great  length, 
would  fail  to  convey  the  full  meaning  of  the 
evidence.  In  order  thac  a  just  conclusion 
should  be  arrived  at  in  this  matter  it  seems 
to  me  essential  that  that  evidence  should  be 
carefully  read.  It  is  impossible  for  any  one 
to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  this  question  by 
making  a  few  quotations  as  honourable  mem- 
bers have  done ;  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to  do 
so.  I  shall,  however,  refer  to  one  particular 
piece  of  evidence  which,  I  think,  throws  some 
light  upon  this  matter.  It  is  the  evidence  of  a 
person  thoroughly  trustworthy,  who  has  great 
knowledge  of  property,  and  whose  opinion  is 
entitled,  I  consider,    to    carry  great  weight. 
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But  before  T  go  into  thifl  matter  I  would  like  to 
call  atU'iitif'U  to  t\\o  or  thrcu  [xjints  which  havo 
been  raised  in  this  debate.  In  the  firtt  place  it 
iti  said  tiiat  a  member  wlio  did  not  attend  the 
Committee  was  not  quaHlied  to  ^ive  his  vote  on 
the  question,  and  reference  has  been  nuvdc  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson.  It  is  quite 
true  thnt  honourable  gentleman  did  not  attend 
many  niLetnigs,  because  ho  was  ou  tho  Insur- 
ance Committee,  in  winch  he  took  a  great  deal 
of  interest;  but  it  is  also  true,  at  the  same 
time,  that  tho  honourabio  member  devoted 
much  time  to  mastering  this  evidence,  and 
he  showed  during  the  discussions  in  the  Com- 
mittee, from  beginning  to  end,  that  lie  liad 
tho  wlicdo  tiling  at  his  tir.girs'  enils.  There  was 
no  member  of  the  Connnittec  who  seemed  to 
have  grasped  more  thoroii.i^hly  tl:e  qin  stion 
than  that  honourable  memb.T,  and  therefore 
he  was  well  qualified  to  give  an  inteili^^^nt  \ote 
on  the  subjf-ct.  (ireat  stress  was  laid  vn  the 
fact  that  two  Ministers  voted  on  this  Commit- 
teo.  What  could  they  do  but  vote  as  members 
of  the  Coinmittte  ?  I  liave  seen  manv  ques- 
tions Iiotly  debated — p.irty  questim.s  bruught 
before  the  Public  .Accounts  Coniniittv.e— in  my 
exi>erience,  and  1  have  never,  ui>on  any  occa- 
Bi'ju.  seen  Ministers  refrain  from  atteiuiin^  and 
voting  on  tho  ComniiLt"C.  I  n'membi-r  that 
durnig  the  administratii»n  of  the  h  )nourdble 
member  for  Kgmont  we  had  three  Ministers  on 
that  Committee.  I  am  under  the  imprcs>ion, 
indeed,  that  we  liad  four  Ministers  at  one  time. 
I  have  seen  those  Ministers  come  up  when 
some  question  of  party  was  before  llie  Commit- 
tee, and  give  a  block-vote.  There  is  therefore 
nothing  extraordinary  in  two  Ministers  givnig 
their  votes.  If  any  one  looks  at  the  division  he 
will  sec  that  the  two  imrtics  in  this  House  take 
opposite  sid(  s  on  the  question.  I  havo  seen 
many  votes  taken  in  that  way,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  attach  much  weight  to  the  decision  of 
tho  Committee.  But  I  attach  great  weight  to 
evidence.  I  maintain  that,  after  carefully 
reading  the  evidence,  an  impartial  mind  must 
come  to  tlie  conclusion  that  the  Government 
did  tho  best  they  could  under  tho  circum- 
stances. It  is  said  that  this  was  a  hurried 
affair.  I  say  it  was  not  hurried.  The  greatest 
possible  care  was  taken  by  tho  Minister  for 
Public  Works  to  obtain  tho  very  best  evidence 
in  Auckland  upon  this  matter.  The  evidence 
of  Mr.  Brewer  as  to  its  having  been  hurried 
completely  broke  down.  He  entirely  withdrew 
from  that  position.  Tho  evidence  was  that 
from  tho  1st  January  to  the  2Uth  Jiwiuary  e\i- 
donce  was  b(>iijg  collected  with  regard  to  tho 
value  of  this  property  by  the  ^linister  for  Pub- 
lic Works.  Another  point  has  been  made  as 
to  whether  some  responsible  valuer  should  not 
havo  been  employed  to  assist  the  Land  Pur- 
chase agent  in  Auckland.  The  very  gentleman 
sug^'csted  as  one  of  tho  valuers  has  given  his 
evidence  with  regard  to  this  property.  What 
does  ISIr.  Aitken  say  ?  I  do  not  think  any 
one  in  this  House  will  question  Mr.  Aitken's 
respectability,  or  ability  to  value  tho  property. 
He  savs,  in  reply  to  a  telegram  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, — 
Mr.  Ballance 


"  Impossible  to  say  what  S>tsa!i  pop 
would  have  realized  in  Janoaij  if  laiii 
lot  for  cash.  I^ast  September  I  sul 
Mount— 11  acres— for  £5,000.  TkW 
near  Stark's,  and  one-half  only  aiauEk 
building  lots. 

I  appeal  to  any  person  whokBoviB^ 
about  this  property  in  Auckland  to  » ^ 
ther  the  value  of  the  property  sumssia^i 
adjoining  Stark's  is  not  a  fair  smdd. 
reply,  also,  to  another  telegram  fraiatalj 
man,  Mr.  Aitken  says, 

"I  stated  that  Stark's  propertr  i» 
divided  into  102  allotments,  whicli,if» 
the  same  rate  as  land  in  the  distnr&oi 
cludmg  house,  would  have  realized  £lSJiI 
furnished  Mr.  Brewer  with  pftrticoksd 
land  sold  in  allotments  near  to  S^tii 
nearly  every  case  the  price  is  in  enasfli 
obtained  by  Stark,  Ask  Brewer  to  sL-i 
this." 

An  honourable  gentleman  says,  "  If  bS 
allotments."  I  say  if  this  case  had  beeah 
into  the  Compensation  Court  tbaiv^j 
strong  evidence  of  the  value  of  thfipc:?a|- 
what  it  would  bring  in  allotments.  Sir?*! 
value  of  property  is  what  it  will  fetch  nxiai 
most  favourable  circumstances,  and  ih^o^ 
the  least  favourable  circumstances.  I  s» 
tain,  therefore,  that  the  evidence 
shows  that  the  Government  did  not  pif  J 
much  for  it;  and  there  is  this  fact:  tkf ■ 
Land  Purchase  officer  stated  to  the  Mis* 
for  Public  Works  that  if  the  thingwenMj 
into  the  Compensation  Court  bewasjagw 
to  swear  that  the  property  was  wortii  £!<* 
What  would  have  been  the  rsult  if  6^ 
vennnent  had  gone  into  Court  vith  eraa» 
of  that  kind  given  by  its  own  (^S«r.  5 
might  have  had  to  pay  considerably  EfiR*J 
i:i7,500.  It  has  been  entirely  overk^^a" 
the  evidence  which  seemed  io  ]'^^^^,E 
perty-tax  valuer  in  placing  a  value  of  Swo 
on  the  property,  and  justified  Mr.  Bfl^ 
his  estimate,  was  what  the  adjoiniugF^ 
had  brought  in  the  market.  That  iiof«» 
consideration  has  been  °^^^^°^^^  5^^ 
speakers  who  have  criticised  this  N^ 
Adjoining  property,  not  very  ^^°'"*^^ 
ated,  sold  in  the  market  for  pn<»f  *?"^ 
ing  with  what  the  Government  pw^™'^ 
property.  I  have  said  that  there  '^^^ 
going  over  tho  w^hole  of  the  «^'^^^.^j;jg 


does  not  seem  to  be  any  censure .-,  . 
the  Government;  but  it  is  implied  "»»j^ 
valuers  who  advised  the  Government  4*^ 
guilty  of  some  misconduct  or  conspiacy-  ^ 
is  absolutely  no  evidence  of  conspiacyi^^ 
dence  whatever  of  improper  co^^'^^f-* 
part  of  the  officers.  They  may  have  ca^^ 
takes;  they  may  not  have  8^°^*^?? |s 
for  appreciating  the  true  value  of  P°P^^ 
I  maintain  that  there  is  absolutely  no  e^ 
that  they  were  corrupt  in  any  instan'^'j^j^ 
they  did  not  give  conscientious  a^^^  ^ 
Minister  as  to  the  value  of  the  pwp^V'^ 
important  consideration  is  this:  ^^ 
honourable  gentlemen  depend  upoQ  ^  ^ 
of  the  property  as  offered  by  thfl  o*'^^ 
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time  before  the  purchase,  the  evidence  that 
justiiicd  the  Govemment  in  what  they  did  was 
with  respect  to  the  value  of  the  property  at  the 
time  they  purchased.  The  property  had  a 
growing  value.  First  of  all  the  evidence  shows 
—although  I  admit  there  were  some  contra- 
dictory statements  upon  the  point — that  this 
property  was  growing  in  value  from  two  causes. 
The  first  cause  was  the  construction  of  a  tram- 
way past  it.  The  second  cause  was  that  nearly 
all  the  properties  in  that  part  of  Auckland 
which  were  suitable  for  villa  residences  had 
been  already  disposed  of,  and  that  there  was  a 
demand  for  that  kind  of  property,  because  the 
suburbs  of  Auckland  were  extending  in  that 
direction,  and  that  consequently  property  of 
this  kind  was  going  up,  although  other  property 
might  bo  stationary.  These  important  con- 
siderations justified  the  increase  in  the  value 
between  one  period  and  another.  With  regard 
to  the  reference  made  to  the  torpedo-shed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell,  I  would 
say  that  the  shed  is  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and  no 
land  has  been  taken  for  it  at  all.  But  some 
land  has  been  taken  for  a  slip  to  connect  with 
the  water.  The  honourable  member  said  that 
£27  per  foot  had  been  given.  There  is  no 
foundation  whatever  for  such  a  statement. 
The  land  was  taken  by  Proclamation  in  the 
usual  way  by  the  Public  Works  Department. 
The  amount  is  not  yet  settled,  but  I  am  told 
that  the  price  put  upon  the  property,  even  by 
those  who  owned  it,  is  not  anything  like  the 
amount  named  by  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — It  is  very  difficult  for 
any  member  who  has  not  read  the  evidence  to 
form  a  definite  opinion,  and  therefore  in  the 
few  words  I  say  I  must  not  be  understood  to 
express  a  definite  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
question.  But  there  are  certain  points  on 
which  I  think  it  is  well  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations. There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  in 
the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man — and  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Lands  con- 
trovert it— that  the  country  has  really  given 
at  least  £8,000  or  £10,000  more  than  it  ought 
to  have  given  for  this  land.  It  will  be  the 
general  opinion  that  there  has  been  blunder- 
ing and  plundering.  No  one  for  one  moment 
thinks  that  the  word  "  plundering "  has  any 
relation  to  the  action  of  Ministers  in  the 
matter.  They  have  done  nothing  but  at- 
tempted to  deal  fairly  with  the  case.  That  I 
believe,  myself,  with  regard  to  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works ;  but  I  think  there  has  been 
a  blunder,  and  I  think  it  right  to  say  so.  I 
think  wc  have  got  into  a  very  bad  habit  of 
Ministers  going  about  the  country  and  meet- 
ing people  at  the  comers  of  streets  who  may 
have  objects  which  Ministers  cannot  fathom. 
Ministers  take  upon  themselves  to  do  business 
directly  which,  according  to  the  principles  of 
constitutional  govemment,  ought  to  be  done 
through  the  departments.  What  has  been  done 
in  this  cose  would  not  have  been  done  if  the 
Minister  on  whose  responsibility  it  was  done 
bad  taken  the  proper"  course  open  to  him. 
First  of  all,  I  think  the  matter  should  not  have 
been  dealt  with  on  the  spot,  bat  it  should  have 


been  dealt  with  by  the  central  department,  and 
there  should  have  been  the  usual  responsible 
recommendation  of  the  permanent  head  of  the 
department  before  the  Minister  came  into  the 
transaction.  But  if  it  was  thought  well  that 
the  Minister  should  go  on  the  spot  to  deal, 
there  was  this  course  open,  which  I  hope  in 
future  cases  will  be  adopted,  because  its  adop- 
tion in  this  case  would  have  saved  a  great  deal 
of  unpleasantness,  and  the  commission  of  a 
huge  blunder:  There  are  permanent  officers 
of  high  character  and  standing  in  Auckland, 
who  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  general  busi- 
ness, and  if  they  hod  been  consulted  they 
would  have  kept  the  Minister  out  of  a  blunder. 
Take  the  Commissioner  of  Grown  Lands  and 
the  Chief  District  Surveyor.  In  a  matter  in- 
volving many  thousands  of  pounds  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  should  have  said,  *•  I  cannot 
move  a  step  until  I  have  the  recommendation 
of  officers  of  long  and  high  standing  in  the  ser- 
vice.*' If  that  had  been  done  this  blunder 
would  never  have  been  committed.  That  is 
the  position.  I  do  not  want  to  say  more,  but 
I  only  point  out  that  in  this  case  a  great 
blunder  would  have  been  avoided  if  the  ordi- 
nary course  followed  in  the  administration  of 
the  Government  had  been  pursued.  We  have 
before  us  a  large  amount  of  literature  in  re- 
spect to  this  and  other  recent  pure  liases  by 
the  Govemment,  which  lays  the  Government 
open  to  very  undesirable  reflections.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  other  matters  of  purchase — 
the  purchases  by  the  Government  Insurance 
Department,  for  example.  The  whole  system 
of  individual  Ministers  going  about  and  dealing 
not  through  the  departments— dealing  without 
the  recommendation  of  permanent  officers — is 
sure  to  land  them  in  great  trouble :  hence  we 
see  dealings  involving  payment  to  individuals 
of  commissions,  and  even  with  members  of  the 
House  also — dealings  with  individuals  taking 
an  active  part  in  political  contentions  in  the 
different  districts — which  leave  imputations  on 
the  Govemment  which  would  not  be  left  on 
them  if  their  dealings  were  made  in  the  proper 
and  usual  way,  through  the  permanent  heads, 
of  the  departments. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  think  any  useful 
purpose  can  be  served  by  prolonging  this  dis- 
cussion. I  will  therefore  only  say  that  when 
in  Auckland  during  the  recess  I  found  that 
the  feeling  of  indignation  on  this  subject  was 
so  great  that  it  had  become  a  perfect  scandal. 
I  went  to  look  at  the  property,  and  after  seeing 
it  I  did  not  wonder  either  at  the  indignation 
or  at  the  scandal.  I  quite  agree  with  those 
members  who  say  the  country  has  been  de- 
frauded of  a  sum  ranging  from  £8,000  to  £10,000 
by  this  purchase. 

Major  ATKINSON.— To  my  mind  the  Go- 
vemment made  a  very  great  mistake  in  the 
position  they  have  taken  up  on  this  question 
throughout.  If  they  had  met  the  House  and 
the  Committee  fairly,  and  said  at  once,  **  It  is 
possible  we  have  made  a  blunder,  and  it  must 
be  inquired  into,"  the  thing  would  have  home  a 
very  different  aspect  before  the  House.  But 
the  honourable  gentlemen  never  met  the  Com- 
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mittoe  in  that  \%ay.  On  the  contrary,  tl.ey 
caiiiu  to  tliO  C<  ii.inittfc  hti-mlily  and  vot<-<i, 
and  Imiitcd  up  c'Vtr>'  ono  r»f  tl.i-ir  ^\i\  p  irtcrs 
to  ccni».«  and  v<.t<',  \>]n-tlur  it  \\a>  c.>n\enitnt 
for  tluni  to  attuid  (-r  n»'t :  and  this  has,  to 
my  mind,  rui^td  gnat  doiiht  in  the  country 
abniiL  the  ni.iU<  r.  I  alunvud  the  Coinmittee 
veiy  tun  fully,  ail. 1  tho  nnprt-v^ion  1(  ft  on  niv 
mnid  IS  ptrltftiy  clmr.  It  i<  tl:at  the  wti^ht 
of  rvid.'ico  >L..\.id  \siJ:tiit  c|tj,  .sri  n  that  the 
0«'\rruiiTiit  1' .id  t'».n(j  to  LT.mx)  too  much, 
I  fun  arri\r  ut  no  t.tiur  Ci'nclusi(.>n  >\hatuYCT. 
I  J-.iy  all  til"  tl;-int.iv^t.  d  t'Miunce  Ix.ro  out 
tli.it  opj.;-  n  ;  ui:d,  fuuiii  r,  it  i.«>  \h  rfi'ti.v  cusir 
that  LViry  ii..pjii:i..;  ]!W-<ii  in  Aiu  kl..::il  takes 
tho  saino  \i.  w.  'll!c  wi-olc  rf  the  i..ii'aiti.d 
nn  rnr..  1-,  t^f  t'"  ('(  psiniiuc • 

SirK.  STOl  T.— Oh  ! 

^lajcr  ATivIN>ON.— Tlw  hoiir.urahlo  nnm- 
ber  Ui.i  t  Kiii.w,  siip]M,sii.M  that  tnc  C.jniniitti'f 
was  Hi* Ml  it  into  :uo  s:  ii^,  tl..it  nri  ^^\A*  snl<' 
■Win  til..'  .Mipj'ori.  T<  (f  tl:t  (1.  \(  n::ii'ji.t  Jiid  cii 
thr  utji.  r  np;  ..   itl«  TlMu.  UK',  |,  I..;,  i.lijKlilli'  r.-,. 

>\v  l:.  SKH    r.     Wiio  UM  ti'(\  •.' 

^ljijv,r  AT  K  I  N  S'.iN  .-  '1  L-X  tho  TrtasunT 
nin  L  till  iJn'  ]ioiioiirjil)U'  f^M.titinan.  lie 
sl1»  I  ti-u  tiH'in.  'I'm  ro  air  ci  it.ut.ly  iii-ic-jMiidLiit 
nji  imIm  r^  uim  ..I)  11'  t  h.  h.i.';  tu  iW  (jT,,u,.it,i,,n. 

S.r  It.  ^'IDI  1.  -1  do  n.  t  kii.  u  to  \.n.,m  m.u 
rct<  r. 

M.r'orATK  IX  SOX.— I  am  pcitv  for  Ujc 
h(  .•.uiuabic  ^^.  n:!ciij;,n.  A.>  i'l  mi- r  he  oui.'jit 
to  iia\c  a  li- iiiT  kiu>\\Ji«^r  ol  ilio  Houm'. 
lJ<\vi\(r,  thi>^  fart  i.  mains:  tl^at  it  required 
c\i'iv  (.ovdi-m,  lit  viippcitrr  lliat  couKl  be  j^.^t, 
iru'Iiulir^  two  MiiiisiLis  thm.M  hi?;,  to  equully 

di\l-lr  th"  C'-MliiiLtiT. 

Sir  i:.  Mid  T.— Ail  tlie  (h.veir.incnt  mem- 
ber.^ wu  d  oiir  v.ny,  and  tlii'  i)\  po^-ltion  mcm- 
bti-.s  aij<»tlior-    i  mm  !v  a  j  -Mtv  tpu^iicn. 

:\Iajor  A'iK'IXSOX.-'ll.at  is  \Ni.at  I  com- 
phiin  of.  That  ih  the  i.o.-,iLion  tlic  Government 
tc  k  u})  at  oi.r-f. 

Mr  it.  S'KM'T.-That  is  tho  po..ition  the 
Oj']^(\-.ition  t(K  k  ii)>. 

-M.^jor  ATlvlX  SOX.— No;  not  at  all.  1 
niNsiif  coi.ld  liave  rhui.-(  d  t!.e  ri-jH  rt  cntin  ly 
if  1  hiui  a^>i.i)n  d  tlu;t  po.it.i(,n.  1  say  I  did  no't 
take  tnat  |  (..^.lL-i.,  ncr  did  an v  one  wiio  sat  witii 
ine.  1  ^vl]l  i  e  Jud;Ad  1-y  the-  (tovernnunt  sup- 
prrtirs  ti.i-ii  .elv(s,  ai.il  1  t'o  not  tiiiiik  oik; 
of  tli.  m  will  sav  tiat  I  did  r.ot  take  up  an 
in.}\irt:al  po.siti(.n  <n  tl:e  Ctminitl.  e  from  he- 
giumng  to  « i;d.  1  s.r.  ihal  till  the  Crovern- 
niei't  t(n  k  iij)  the  portion  I  have  referred  to 
theio  was  noihin^^*  like  party  feelincr  on  the 
CommirU'e  m  tiie  matter.  j;iit  it  i.-.  lii^iit  that 
tho  lit  •i.M-  riivl  tl.i-  ev-unirv  sj.onld  km  w  tliat 
aittr  the  wjio!.'  cf  thu  tvideiieo  was  taken  tlie 
Committieof  foiirtrt  a  n:(  mlu  r.,  were  equallv 
diMdtd,  aiid  tl  e  vi.  vthat  .-ciiicof  the  stioiige.st 
ChfNeiiimeiit  sii)ipoiL(  .s  took  was  tiiat  the  pro- 
ceiciii,g  v.as  \A>1  satisfactory.  There  was  no 
niolicn  pio]).  sfd  to  condemn  tlie  (Government, 
bur  merely  to  cx])ress  tlie  fact,  whieh  1  say  is 
patent  from  the  evidence.  All  the  Committee 
desired  to  do  v.as  to  say  tiiat  too  mueh  money 
had  been  paid  for  tln»  ]>ru]crty.  How  any 
fair-njindi.d  man  tun  doubt  that,  1  confess  I 


am  nttorly  and  completely  nriU.r'i 
F<ting  that  the  whole  cf  ir.^  nsrca 
dence  went  clearly  in  that  OirtcLx  ^ 
ft  nee  ^linistcr  tells  us  no-x  thai  ajp 
was  gradually  increasing  in  vaI^ 
hr-nourakile  gentleman  read  th**  '^- 
did  he  hrar  tho  evidence:  anj.  ii  L.ii 
say  so  still? 

Mr.  l^ALLAXCE.— Yrs. 
Major  ATKIX SOX.— Then  I  >l-\l,z 
able  gentleman  is  quite  inojizijyftcsi;: 
Take  Mr.  Alison '8  e\idence.  HeiiKia 
he  would  have  made  his  vl  r  cf  *:• 
I  December,  when  the  proptrrv  ir^  u. 
the  Tt,  vtTnmcnt,  and  he  rtf.f.i.  -}^ 
ptit\  l:al  f.ilun.  I  would  L'--:  j.ivc -rd 
mv  tdler  till  then." 

Mr.    liALLAKCE.  — He  saiJ  »  pa: 
more  tiian  that. 

Majnr  ATKIXSOX.— Yes.  c  srrr^.i  .hi 
—  all  in  tliai  direction.    Wlu  ti  I  ir...  •  ::-; 
frtMii  him  wiiat  was  the  ji.mu.  v.-v^  ; 
l)rop.'rty  at  that  time  he  did  ;:■.•:  i::i.-^:i 
about  it  at  all,  and  we  had  t'.  ir.  &  ?)'jL\ 
Duteh  auction,  and  put  it  K.  i.mi,' ^V.:»:iii 
have    given    i:lt;.()00    th'.n?— X^.    k'.lMr 
Xo.  in.<H)U?— Xo.   i:18.iO)';— N---.  il-J'^ 
Xo.  Vml,  p.rlu.ps  Iniij,i»thn.\t'-.i.l 
>p<'<'iilativ^  purj  uses."     lie  pi-  :jvc. 
to  state  wiiat  he  thought  th--  •.  :/Kv 
])«Tty  wa-  at  that  time:  and  v.  r .  n  A>£fi  i  u 
<  \\vr  \\x'>  men  open  he  .said,  I--:  \.t^oz.':R 
tl:«Mi  pivf  HO  much,  because  \  •  ••  rtj  .aJW 
much  fallen.     Tliere  is  not  ;i  w'J:c  d  t\.-2» 
to  show  that  property  was  i;- .:  ..    t»i  *-'  '-H 
trary.  e\ery  witness    at^keti   :• .    lU^i^wtp 
jnopeity   hat]    fallen,    and   ^' .>    i;.  :-   "- 
1 'rope rLy- tax  Ccmmi.-sionir  >.    i  ^^'■  -^-v^-' 
Aiid  wliat  was  tlie  oiler  of  tlf'«.' «    ^  Hcd--:- 
gciitlemcn  have  been  led  t*-  l-.itv    it^*'-' 
cash  offer.     iJut  it  was  im  ofTtr  .:  tlO---  '^- 
and  il4,()(0  to  remain  for  tivc  >'.d>-^'K 
cent.     Xow,  what  is  the  c.;-h  vn.  ■.>.  .:l^-' 
Mr.  BALLAXCE.— Fur-pecr;.L.v  rtrc*.^ 
and  he  exjMettd  to  make  n;.«^  »' o.::^ii- 

Major  ATivlXSOX.— Xo  oi.-.U  p-'-.--=  - ''- 
go  into  lalld-spoculation^  tX('^.cli:, -' --^ 
L(»,(KX)  out  of  them,  but,  in^u;i^i  :  n-Ji-* 
.tti,(K)0,  they  come  out  ii.-in^  tb-O^.-  ^^'-"^ 
not  kci  p  his  ofTer  open.  but.  eii  lu  cci3«*^ 
he  told  us  himself  he  wtuld  livt  L-^t  i^ 
that  oii'tT  when  the  GovinuiH-Lt  Ix'l^  '•^ 
land.  1  he  Defence  Minister  ^a^^  a  ir^«?^^ 
going  to  improve  the  value  of  tiio  \i.iir,  "^^ 
ho  mu&t  know  quite  well  that  ti^f  jr. rt-T-t^ 
valuer  told  us  he  allowed  fur  Xiw  ium^^^'v* 
yiVLJi  by  the  tramway  wlu  n  la-t  v.iu'^.:i»'  -*' 
whole  of  the  evidence  shou^iiat.Mr.  Na-'*'*  i 
hawking  tho  property  about  to  ttll  it£i*^*  I 
to  .i\S,UOO  to  i:y,UOO.' even  afur  the  use  »* 
Kxeellcncy  had  delivered  his  kctuRH'fli^fecA  | 
and  it  was  known  the  i^lace  was  goirg '^  ■* 
a  battery-site.  The  ofler  was  rot  coniiSAi^ 
one,  but  was  made  to  a  nuniU  r  of  i»tRaci**' 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  ai^uits;  baiO'J'"^' 
came  forward  to  buy  the  pi\.|'crty. 

Mr.  BALLAXCE.— Part  of  it  Tvasoff€f»'^ 

£6,000.  , 

Major  ATKIXSON.  — I  rcmtmber  no  J^di 
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evidence  as  that.  The  evidence  was  that  the 
house  and  part  of  the  land  was  offered  for  £3,000, 
and  five  acres  of  the  land  for  £500  more ;  and 
on  that  basis  the  value  of  the  whole  property 
was  estimated  at  between  £8,000  and  £9,000. 
The  honourable  member  for  PamcU  hands  mo 
this  telegram  which  he  has  just  received  from 
Auckland :  *'  Bg  Stark :  Obtained  a  thousand 
signatures  one  day,  asking  House  to  appoint 
Conamission.  Will  you  move  it  before  House 
prorogues  ? "  The  Premier  laughs.  I  sup- 
pose  

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Whom  is  it  from  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Mr.  Goldie,  who  is  not 
unknown  in  Auckland  or  in  this  House  ;  and  I 
do  not  think  any  one  of  us  is  disposed  to  laugh 
at  that.  It  seems  to  mc  that  this  discussion 
was  necessary,  and  I  think  it  has  been  profit- 
able. I  do  not  agree  with  those  honourable 
members  who  think  the  Government  is  going 
to  get  out  of  the  difticulty  without  further 
inquiry.  I  myself  think  good  will  come  of 
further  inquiry,  because  the  impression  was 
clear  on  my  mind,  after  reading  the  evidence, 
that  there  had  been  a  conspiracy  somewhere. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— By  whom  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  not  sufficient 
evidence  as  to  that,  and  therefore  I  do  not  like 
to  make  any  insinuations. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — You  make  insinuations 
against  the  Government  or  their  officers. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  acquit  the  Go- 
vernment themselves.  I  do  not  believe  for  a 
moment  that  they  were  more  than  precipitate. 
I  think  it  was  unfortunate  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  closed  in  the  way  he  did  ;  but  I 
admit  at  once,  from  the  evidence,  as  for  as  I 
can  judge,  the  honourable  gentleman  thought 
at  the  time  he  was  acting  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  public  service.  But  I  do  say  most 
distinctly  that  the  impression  on  my  mind  was, 
and  is  at  the  present  time,  that  there  was  a 
conspiracy  to  defraud  tlie  Government  of  a  very 
largo  sum  of  money  ;  and  I  say  that,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  public,  it  should  be  probed  to  the 
bottom — and  it  must  be  probed  to  the  bottom, 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  Auckland 
or  the  House  will  consent  to  this  matter  rest- 
ing -where  it  docs.  I  am  not  going  to  blame 
the  Government  officers.  I  think  the  Laud 
Purchase  officer  was  in  a  position  of  very 
great  difficulty,  and  I  confess  I  was  favourably 
impressed  with  his  evidence  in  this  respect: 
that  he  firmly  held  to  his  position ;  that  he 
never  retreated  from  it  as  the  Native  Minister 
tells  us  ;  and  he  gave  evidence  which,  althout^h 
it  was  only  in  accordance  with  the  best  of  his 
memory,  he  must  have  known  —  for  he  was 
told  so  by  the  Committee — did  not  support  the 
evidence  of  the  chief  of  his  department.  It 
required  a  great  deal  of  moral  courage  to  do 
that,  particularly  when  he  was  only  speaking 
from  memory ;  and  that  rather  impressed  mo 
-with  the  evidence  he  gave.  It  is  quite  clear  to 
mo  that  sufficient  care  was  not  exercised  in  the 
zoatter.  I  do  not  wish  to  censure  any  one,  but 
I  -wish  to  place  on  record  my  opinion  that 
further  inquiry  is  necessary.  I  was  very  sorry 
to  see  the  position  \vhicli  the  Native  Minister 


took  up,  for  it  must  be  clear  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and,  indeed,  to  any  one  who 
looks  into  the  matter,  that  the  Government 
have  been  defrauded  to  the  extent  of  £5,000 
or  £6,000  in  this  purchase. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  think  the  House  has 
drifted  into  a  rather  unfortunate  position  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  perhaps  through  having 
ignored  the  rules  of  the  House.  The  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  is  not  a  young  member  of 
the  House,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  is  certainly  a  veteran;  and  I  say 
that,  if  they  entertained  the  opinions  which 
they  ha,ve  expressed  on  tliis  occasion,  when  the 
report  of  the  Committee  came  up  they  should 
have  at  once  taken  action  and  called  for  a 
further  inquiry  into  the  matter.  I  si-vitwas 
cowardly  neglect  on  their  part. 

l^Ir.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  member 
must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  withdraw  it  at  once, 
Sir,  and  will  say  that  they  neglected  their  duty 
in  not  giving  expression  to  their  opinions,  and 
at  once  asking  for  a  further  investigation,  when 
that  report  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honourable  gentleman  is 
an  old  Chairman  of  Committees  himself,  and 
he  must  see  the  impropriety  of  the  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  moving  as  he  sugsfcsts.  When 
the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  lays  a  report 
on  the  table  he  is  only  acting  for  the  Com- 
mittee, and  if  he  wants  to  take  personal  notion 
he  must  do  it  at  some  future  time.  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — I  will  admit  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  capacity  of  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  could  not  have  taken 
action  then;  but  I  should  like  to  ask,  what 
about  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham, 
v.'ho  stands  up  here  as  the  great  purist  of  the 
House,  and  as  the  man  who,  above  all  others, 
would  not  be  a  party  to  anything  that  could 
savour  of  corruption  ?  He  certainly  should  have 
taken  action  in  the  matter.  It  appears  that 
this  property  was  not  bought  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary course:  that  all  the  means  at  the  disposal 
of  the  department  were  put  into  requisition  by 
the  Government ;  that  valuers  were  called  upon 
to  give  their  opinion,  and  that  upon  that 
opinion  the  Government  acted.  I  do  not  de- 
fend the  action  of  the  purchasers,  because  I 
think  they  did  very  wrong,  and  I  think  that  if 
I  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  department  they 
would  have  met  with  summary  dismissal.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  those  officers  have  been 
grossly  misled  ;  but  I  believe  that  every  proper 
step  was  taken  by  the  Ministry  with  regard  to 
the  purchase  of  the  property.  I  was  very  much 
surprised  to  hear  the  objection  raised  by  the 
honourable  momber  for  Egmont ;  for  he,  of  all 
persons,  ought  to  bo  the  last  to  blame  the 
actions  of  any  Govcnmaent.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  surely  remember  a  most  im- 
portant Committee,  which  sat  for,  I  think, 
twenty  days,  making  most  diligent  inquiry ; 
the  Native  Minister  and  the  Minister  of  Land« 
of  that  honourable  gentleman's  Government 
were  on  that  Committee,  and  they  were  absent 
during  three  or  four  clays  of  the  inquiry,  and 
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thrn  only  ramo  up  at  the  last  to  express  their 
opinion  ami  to  r.  cord  their  vote.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  (iovem- 
mcnt  voted  on  o.>o  side  and  tho  members  of 
the  Opposition  on  the  other  in  this  case;  but, 
if  any  inistako  was  comuiitteJ,  it  hod  to  be 
rectified  by  the  } loose.  No  question  can  be 
Anally  d«»alt  with  by  a  Committee.  A  Com- 
mittcu  takes  evi  lence,  brines  down  its  report, 
and  thill  tho  House  sanctions  it  or  not,  as  it 
thinks  h<'st.  I  cannot  see  what  good  will  re- 
sult fn-ni  carrying  out  this  proposition.  You 
cKMn't  ^<'t  tho  money  h&cky  and  you  cannot 
iiistiLiiLc  a  ciiargo  of  conspiracy  against  any- 
body. 

Mr.  Aro>S.— Whynot? 

Mr.'i  (KNIU'LL. — Because  the  Government 
ofhoi  r-i  \;ilued  tho  property;  and  if  you  are  to 
briu"  t\  <!:arge  of  conspiracy  a^^ainst  anybody 
it  lu'j-:  h«'  aj^ainst  those  Gove  rumen  t  ofilcers. 
No  C'>  lit  in  tho  world  would  hold  that  there 
has  1>  lU  a  conspiracy,  although  there  is  no 
doubt  that  th«n'  has  been  an  error  of  judgment. 
Of  cou'-st',  l»».l(l:ng  a  Royal  Commission  miglit 
allay  i)".l»lc  f(  •  ling  in  Auckland  ;  but  I  do  not 
so«'  th.iL  tlijtt  Commission  could  come  to  any 
oth'T  ci»nciu«<i«»n  than  that  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed l)y  most  members  of  this  House — that 
a  pr-'at  d«al  too  much  was  given  for  the  pro- 
p^Ttv.  It  is  a  j^Toat  pity  that  discussion  on  this 
mo^l  ini  purl  suit  question  has  been  delayed  till 
BO  liUc  a  period  ;  and  lam  ver>'  much  surprised 
tliat  wlien  tho  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
those  honourable  members  who  feel  so  strongly 
U])on  the  matt»'r  did  not  g»»t  up  then  and  ex- 
pris',  their  opinion,  but  left  it  till  so  many 
nuinb«  r-?  of  tho  Committee  are  absent.  If  a 
resolnti  n  on  the  subject  could  be  put  to  the 
Iiou><"  n«,\v,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  I 
slioubl  M)te  for  it,  much  as  I  disapprove  of  tho 
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Mr.  .MOXTGOMKRY.— With  regard  to  what 
has  b.  en  said  as  to  members  of  the  Committee 
not  hfL\inK  broiiglit  this  matter  forward,  I  think 
the  Ch.iirman  of  tho  Committee  asked  if  an 
oppi'tunity  would  not  be  given  for  discussing 
it.  I  lio  not  wish  to  go  into  the  evidence  now, 
boyoiiti  saying  tliat  very  conflicting  evidence 
was  taken.  There  is  not  a  member  of  that 
Committee  who  wishes  to  impugn  the  good 
faith  of  the  Ciuvernmint;  nor  can  we  expect, 
when  a  report  of  a  Committee  is  under  con- 
siderati.^n,  that  the  members  of  the  (xovern- 
mcnt  on  that  Committee  will  vote  against 
the  action  taken  by  tho  Government.  Tliero- 
fore  it  is  not  the  finding  of  the  Committee, 
but  tho  evidence  taken  by  it,  that  this  House 
and  tho  country  have  to  consider.  Tho  im- 
pression ma  lo  on  my  mind  by  that  evidence 
18  that  tlie  ^lini.^tcr  was  ha:<ty  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion  witli  respect  to  the  purchase  of  this 
land,  and  that  tho  country  has  paid  for  it  £7,000 
in  excess  of  its  market-value.  There  are  also 
many  circumstances  connected  with  the  pur- 
chase of  this  land  which  moke  me  come  to  tho 
conclusion  that  there  was  sometliing  which 
might  be  called  **  conspiracy  "  to  defraud  tlie 
Government  and  obtain  a  higher  price  for  the 
Jand  than  it  was  worth. 
Mr,  Tumbull 


Sir  R.  STOrT— Bv  whom  ? 

Mr.   SIONTGOMERY.— As  Uu  )ad 
gentleman  asks  me,  I  maynytbsli] 
think  favourably  of  the  cifer  mads,:! 
some  of  the  evidence  was  of  mueli  lut  1 
a  matter  of  great  importaace  fthstt^ 
should  not  be  established  that  Vljsssa\ 
give  an  amount  far  in  ezceas  of  visip 
in  tho  neighbourhood  think  the  if^i 
perty,  and  far  in  excess  of  the  saiflBSi 
men  who  have  gone  into  the  qcestkaii; 
any  political  bias,  but  with  a  doKEs  z 
to  a  judgment  as  impartially  is  il  ^^ 
jury,  declare  to  be  its  value.    I  »y  |a 
tion  should  not  rest  where  it  is,  •&:  3 
Commission  should    be  appointed  to  a 
into  it.    Evidence  should  be  taken  a 
and  it  should  be  ascertained  whetbfrSffl 
vernment  have  or  have  not  given  too  aisAi 
the  property.     If  it  is  proved  th&t  ie"  ii 
boon  an  attempt  to  get  more  outof  theGow 
incnt  than  should  have  been  paid,  thoEW 
sons  who  have  been  parties  to  a  ecc^aff 
should  be  punished  ;   and,  if  wc  cupi  b« 
lepal  proof,  then  they  will  have  to  liwjar 
the  opprobrium  which  public  opinion '^^^ 
upon  them.     Therefore  I  think  that  d«  Gj 
vernment,  for  tho   sake  of  the  cjnEa;, » 
as  wo   do  not  impugn   the  honestv  d  3»; 
action,   should    appoint   this  Coinniis«aii 
that  tho  mind  of  tho  people  may  be  vLsm 
as  to  what  has  been  done. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  think  the  honaaii 
member  for  Geraldine  puts  this  matter  fc:k^ 
ter  than  any  one  else  has  done  when  hcs»y>» 
it  is  in  consequence  of  the  GoveniBK£:f*| 
about  the  coimtry  and  interfering  witi  ^ 
matters  that  such  heavy  prices  art  a?ia: « 
anything  thev  want  to  purchase.  It«a5.'»< 
the  same  with  the  insuranc^-baildii^^ 
chases.  All  these  things  should  go  tte» 
the  proper  department.  There  is  no  tsU, 
from  reading  the  evidence,  that  the  wboksa^ 
has  been  got  up  to  hoodwnk  the  G5«t 
ment.  However,  the  matter  has  nowbeera? 
discussed,  and  I  do  not  see  what  good  as  «■• 
from  keeping  the  discussion  up. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  should  not  spstW 
for  tho  decided  acknowledgment  by  Ifltt « 
Premier  and  tho  Minister  of  Defence  tliii» 
report  brought  up  by  the  Stark  Pp^f*-^ 
mi t tee  was  a  party  report.  It  is.  »  ^^ 
well  known  that  the  Government  apP^ 
majority  of  their  own  supporters  on  sjl  ^ 
miLtees;     and    it    is    a   most    unsfttisaflSF 


thing  for  the  public  that  in  a  case  lite*? 
tho   report,   instead   of   being  ftJ*P^, 


tteed 


on  tho  evidence  taken  by  the  Commt^J 
simplv  a  report  from  the  Govemmcn' ^J* 
the  House,  merely  indorsing  the  ^*^jLw 
CJovernmont.  I  say,  then,  that  if  ^^^.^ 
ment  have  any  regard  for  their  P«i^.^ 
should  not  hesitate  to  appoint  a  Qm^ 
such  as  suggested  bv  the  honourable  dkow 
for  rarnrll.  There  is  no  doubt  from  the  ^ 
Kram  which  has  been  read  this  ft^^^f?"  !^ 
there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  Aucijtt 
the  UKattcr— a  feeling  that  a  great  injus^e^ 
been  done,  and  that  the  public  inteK«'» 
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Boffered ;  and  I  think  the  Government  should 
take  their  own  position  into  consideration,  and 
appoint  an  independent  Commission  to  inquire 
into  this  matter. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  am  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru  should  have  said  that 
this  was  an  unsuitable  occasion  to  bring  up 
such  a  matter  as  this. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  said  an  untimely  one, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  time  and  the  absence 
of  many  honourable  members. 

Mr.  FULTON.— From  time  immemorial  it 
has  been  admitted  that  there  is  no  time  more 
suitable  for  bringing  up  grievances  than  on  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply — that 
is,  grievances  are  to  be  discussed  first,  and  Sup- 
ply afterwards.  The  discussion  has  evoked 
this :  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  not 
to  blame  in  the  matter  at  all ;  but  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Defence  Minister  should  have  made 
the  matter  his  own  by  standing  up  and  defend- 
ing it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
the  Premier  will  appoint  a  Commission. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber really  expect  me  to  answer  a  question  like 
that  offhand  ? 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  think  the  House  will  admit 
that  there  are  a  good  many  Governments 
which  have  made  a  great  many  mistakes ;  and 
perhaps  this  is  one  that  may  be  classed  with 
a  few  which  we  have  heard  of  before.  These 
mistakes  are  not  all  to  be  put  down  to  the 
present  Government.  I  think  tbat  in  future 
the  services  of  the  gentlemen  who  valued  this 
property  might  be  dispensed  with.  It  seems 
that  the  proper  people  in  Auckland  have  not 
got  the  money. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  I  heard  the  Premier 
aay  that  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  whether 
a  Commission  should  be  appointed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  1  had  not  even  con- 
sidered the  matter. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— So  that  I  understand  that 
is  to  be  done  yet,  and  that  there  is  a  chance 
tbat  a  Commission  will  be  appointed.  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that,  where  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  the  district  think 
that  some  wrong  has  been  done,  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  into  the  matter.  I  think  it 
would  be  justice  and  good  policy  that  that  op- 
portunity should  be  afforded  of  investigating 
tho  question  as  to  whether  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Government  has  been  carried  out 
or  not. 

Motion  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 

Cuiss  IX. — Minister  of  Native  Affaibs. 

Miscellaneous,  £2,726. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  he  would  like  to  put 
liis  opinions  on  record  with  reference  to  the 
sum  of  £2,000  proposed  to  be  granted  to  Sir 
^William  Fox.  The  Premier  stated  frequently 
tJiat  such-and-such  a  thing  was  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  democracy.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
lionourable  gentleman;  but  if  there  was  any- 
fclxing  more  than  another  contrary  to  the  spirit 
€>£  democracy  it  was  a  payment  in  this  man- 
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ner.  What  a  man  did  for  the  State  the  State 
paid  him  for.  That  was  why  members  were 
paid  in  that  House.  The  State  did  not 
allow — and  very  wisely — any  accumulation  of 
obligations.  There  was  a  peculiarity  about 
this  case.  Sir  William  Fox  undertook  tliis- 
Commission  when  he  was  a  member  of  the> 
House,  and  he  was  performing  those  duties  for 
some  time  while  he  was  a  member  of  the  House. 
Sir  William  Fox  knew  that  if  he  accepted  pay- 
ment he  would  be  placing  himself  under  the 
Disqualification  Act.  The  House  would  be 
doing  wrong  if  it  allowed  the  Disqualification 
Act  to  be  overridden,  as  was  now  being  at- 
tempted. He  quite  admitted  the  great  ser- 
vices of  Sir  William  Fox  and  his  ability  to  do 
the  work ;  but  there  were  other  men  equally  able 
to  perform  the  duty,  and  if  they  had  been 
engaged  the  country  would  have  known  what 
it  would  have  to  pay  for  the  work.  This  money 
had  been  allowed  to  run  on  for  years,  and  now 
the  House  was  asked  to  vote  it.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  unfair  things  that  had  ever  come 
before  the  House,  and  if  they  voted  the  money 
it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  precedent  in- 
deed. Why  had  this  matter  stood  over  foi 
so  long  ?  H  the  claim  had  been  made  at  once 
the  House,  no  doubt,  would  have  valued  his 
services  at  what  they  were  worth  and  paid 
him  for  them ;  but  the  gentleman  in  question 
had  declined  to  accept  payment.  He  (Mr. 
TumbuU)  would  do  all  he  could  to  get  this  • 
vote  struck  out. 

Mr.  GORE  suggested  that  the  Government 
should  withdraw  this  item  until  next  session. 
Honourable  members  hke  himself  had  not 
been  able  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  case.  He  might  therefore  in  his  vote 
be  doing  harm  to  Sir  William  Fox,  who  per- 
haps was  justly  entitled  to  the  money ;  but,  if 
the  item  was  put,  he  would  certainly  vote  in 
favour  of  the  taxpayer. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  would  like  to  explain  briefly 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  seemed  to 
him  this  vote  came  before  honourable  mem- 
bers. At  the  conclusion  of  the  work  on  the 
West  Coast  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  said  to  Sir  William  Fox  that  the  Go- 
vernment, appreciating  the  work  he  had  done, 
considered  tliat  he  was  entitled  to  payment  for 
it,  and  proposed  to  put  £2,000  on  the  estimates. 
Sir  William  Fox  did  not  see  fit  to  take  advan- 
tage of  tho  offer  then ;  but  circumstances  had 
changed  with  him — at  any  rate,  he  had  inti- 
mated to  the  Government  that  the  payment 
would  now  be  acceptable  to  him.  The  Govern- 
ment said  that  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  recommended  the  payment  they  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  bringing  it  before  the 
House.  He  did  not  think  it  came  before  the 
House  in  the  way  of  a  gratuity,  or  as  a  compas- 
sionate allowance,  as  some  honourable  members 
had  said.  It  seemed  to  him  to  come  before  the 
House  simply  in  the  light  of  payment  for  work 
and  labour  well  performed ;  and  the  payment 
was  an  exceedingly  moderate  one.  There  was  no 
difference  between  the  case  of  the  Government 
and  the  case  of  an  individual.  The  Govern- 
ment, as  represented  by  the  honourable  mem- 
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r-a  I*rtrn.:er.  rtc^rr.iz.-.i  that 
.  --d  c  e  va.  ^  -e  »•  rk  ac«i 
§•  .:  .-f  r^. :  f.r  i\.  >.r  \%....r.ni  F-i  d:.l 
n  •  *.  •  '.  ':• -.r-  '  v-.  ni-  r.:  f  r  it .  I  .:  i*  ^  hr»  t::d 
«  ».-  f  r  J  i":-.  .1.     \.  -..:;;  U:  r  »:1.;  f  r  the 

rt .-  :-  ;•■  r- :  .•*?  t*.  p^."*  ii^c  v.:t<. 

l.r.  Bi.'i4.rL  fA  i  ::«  «;u  ao«4^ct  mhen  this 
r.att- r  «%»  i.-tu'-o  tr  *  cti-«r  n:jLt,  oi.ii  he 
n-sr  %y.  ij  f  r  :  .'»  purr- *«  ci  a*:.ii:»Li;  per- 
F- !  \I  r>57  ''.'...-•.v  IT.  c  n-.t.u:.-n  »:th  the 
E-.n-r.  '»»..  E.  "^.r  V...l.,i:i  F.x  i^as  £rst 
»•  -  ..r.'.'U  to  ».-  t^v  Ti  rk  .:  »a4  in  cor.^unction 
v.:i  f.-»  p:t>*:n;  Ar-.r.t-'.- ntrai.  V»i.tn  Mr 
I  .  r:  t'.  i  »JL<  A'r*":.;'  i  Ar*  Lt-r.tr.eral,  Sir 
V.  .  iirn  r  r  r  :.:.:.  .•  i  to  i»  :.<.  hiA  CArr:*."!  it 
c:.  f.r  t"r-c  >'a:»:  a;.  1,  '\.:  -^.i  he  h^d  net 
c  .  -'.  •  -.  :-.vi  T  :::-  >  r  Yt...:*.::!  r  "r.  Le  must 
i*»".  t..-t  ii.K-  V  rk  ?.  vj  b(.trn  ii_*i-c  rtrii.iirkAij.v 
m  .  .  ai.i  twAt  th**  cc.cr.T  vas  pr^atiy  miebtcd 
fi  L.ni-  So  &:r  r  .-.v  v.x-  ce  ci  tliat  opiiiion 
tf.-kt  r. Len  t;.e  »-:•  -.r*  cf  the  Crmrr.i'v-i-^n  were 
c!'-  5,  ar.  1  a  rii.al  r*  ^  rt  vas  n.-.-lc,  he  him- 
»*  1:  in  C:;-»r.-.:— :.e  h  p  li  h-.-  w^-*  not  di\ulg- 
u.j:  C '."-Le;  ff-cr^ti--; :  p  »fi  that  an  offer 
th-k^l.j  r#  m-i-ie  to  .-^ir  >\  i...Ma  Fox  to  place  a 
F'lzn  'f  iJ.«««»  -  n  t..'.'  e<t:ir.jitt^  :n  ^ecr.L^lltIon  of 
hM  **.r-.:ct?,  the  <i  ^\'  rr^.  r.t  unitrt*»king  to  do 
tr.  :r  I- «t  to  c\r.*y-  it.  i»it  Sir  W  uli^m  Fox 
cl'-c  :r.»i  t'.-e  ct:  r.  ai-i  ti.e  G.Aenimeat,  as  a 
G^%«  rr.n.  r.l,  hi  :  tht.::;  ^I  r.c  with  it.  But  last 
»*«Mn,  (iur.rs  ^5-^:  r  A*jfc:.n<jn's  absonce.  Sir 
li  -  r:  >tc;t  r-.ui  t-  .  i  i.:m  that  he  had  reason 
tr  <v  [->•:.  a:  "^:r  \N  ilLic-.m  P'ox  wr'iiid  now  iind 
th"  i:.  r.' y  .".t*-  pa'tl*-.  aiid,  indc»h  had  ex- 
pr  --.d  l.-n.-t  f  to  that  tfl'Ct.  lie  tcld  the 
P:.iT.i«.r  til  \t  h?  *t;  1  reco^-iuzoxl  ti^.e  vuiaable 
tcrvi  . :«  i;ir,t  h-'.d  bccn  rtn«iered  to  the  colony 
by  ^.^  \V;..iAm  Fcx.  and  u.ai  the  amount  that 
it  ha«i  U  -ii  rr  ro-»»ii  to  put  upon  the  e^t'.mates 
\^-as  p:a'.lv  d-je  to  him.  and  that  whenever  Sir 
\V;.liaTn  F  x  wa*  rtady  to  receive  the  money 
ti.e  ct!f ny  >h'"uld  be  n.a<iy  to  pay  it.  On  those 
gr-rtinds  he  was  now  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
It*  m. 

Mr.  SF-DDON  demurred  to  the  statement 
ma  ie  by  th*-  Cuionial  Treasurer  that  the  money 
ha-l  bo'.n  ciTcTvi  to  Sir  William  Fox  by  the 
A'.kin-  n  GoNeinnieut.  All  that  they  had  done 
was  to  ctier  to  place  the  sum  ui>on  the  esti- 
mate s ;  but  they  know  that  they  could  not  do  so, 
an*!  that,  uufler  pain  of  the  jH»nalt;os  provided 
in  the  I )isq';al: ligation  Act,  Sir  William  Fox 
could  net  nave  taken  the  money,  unless  special 
Icci^laticn  was  passed  enabling  him  so  to  do. 

^lajor  ATKINSON  paid  that  they  could  and 
voula  have  piaci'd  it  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SLL)l)ON  said  the  money  could  not 
have  been  takm,  iKca'.ise  it  would  have  related 
to  services  wliieh  dated  back  to  the  time  when 
Sir  William  Fox  was  a  member  of  the  House. 
It  could  only  have  been  accepted  after  special 
legislation  had  been  passed  to  enable  him  to 
take  it.  It  seemed  to  be  lost  ^ight  of  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Commission  were  very  large,  and 
that  really  for  a  part  of  the  time  Sir  W'illiom 
Fox  only  went  to  New  riymouth  when  he 
wpntcd  a  holitlay,  and  he  then  went  and  had 
liis  expenses  i>aid  by  the  Govcnnneiit.  It  was 
Sir  J.  Vo'jcl 


I  scleir  to  Tary  the  xccnrtcnr  of  i 
I  Kang.tikei.  It  was  vezr  do::&cful  wtau 
Government  cculd  have  earned  thcTs^eea 
if  they  ].ad  put  it  nrcn  the  estiiEAta, be« 
the  Oppc-siliLn  of  th^t  day  had  ccxsEObli 
matttr.  a::d  hid  deciicti  thai  lirjwr-:^ 
agree  to  tiie  vote. 

Maior  ATKINSON  said  that  tbe  bouaxl 
gentleman  wa'?  referring  to  lait  r&z. 

Mr.  SEDlwjN  replied  that  it  to  behts  i 
year  that  he  was  speaking  cL  Iac  la 
lie  and  ethers  decided  to  sign  i  -cd 
rc>bin  '*  that  was  got  up  and  taks  lad 
by  the  honourable  meml^r  fat  Min^i 
favour  of  the  sum  beiiig  pet  on  tfcc  s 
mates.  He  believed  that,  as  Six  WiHi&sli 
was  engaged  in  party  struggles  wiikk  ii 
to  the  passing  of  the  Acts  nuder  wtse:  i 
worked,  he  &houid  not  have  been  appoistei  I 
the  ofiice  of  Commissioner,  and  Lc  tw  a 
that  a  Native  Land  Court  Jad^e  crssaid 
the  officers  of  the  Government  rc;ildbti2«i 
the  work  as  efiiciently  as  Sir  WJliamPcLfli 
at  much  less  expanse. 

Mr.  OCONOR.— And  in  a::e  qiaitacfi 
time. 

Mr,  SEDDON  had  no  d^uk  thataGcra^ 
ment  officer  would  have  done  the  vodiEO 
or  twelve  months.     If  Sir  William  Fai  «■ 
given  this  money,  then  there  woddbe»(^ 
next  year  from  Sir  Dillon  Bell.   HebeiewJ 
that  the  men  who  really  deserredcit^iititTti* 
work  tliai  had  been  done  wero  Ma'o:  Pansui 
Colonel  Roberts,  and  it  was  they  who  :i<3ci^^ 
rewarded.     To  give  all  the  credit  acJ  a^ff- 
ward  to  Sir  William  Fox  was  unfair  to  ilw 
officers.     The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  s»i^  iJaJ 
was  this  a  debt;   but  it  was  nothing itfc« 
kind  :   and  money  once  refii«?d  eoala  k*  » 
claimed.    He  remembered  that  certain fecas- 
able  gentlemen  had  left  their  honoariois 
the  Treasury,  and  had  subsequently  t^^ 
for  it ;    but  they  were  refused  it   II »» 
was  anything  in  this  claim  it  shooM »» 
been   brought  before  the  House  before  bsi 
The  proper  course  was  for  the  GoY&Boai^ 
have  asked  the  honourable  member  for  Bg^ 
to  move  a  motion  on  the  subject,  and  i»^ 
way  to  have  ascertained  the  opinion  »  * 
majority  of  the  House,  and  then  to  ha«  l^ 
cepted  the  direction  of  the  House.  I"^j^ 
the  matter  would  have  been  discossad  &ff7 
upon  its  merits  ;  but,  the  item  ^"^P^,* 
the  estimates,  the  Government  were  boaJ» 
support  it.    and    the   Government  supfc^ 
were  bound  to  support  the  Government  »»: 
of  the  Government  supporters  who  bwP*!'^ 
and   gone  away  could  not  defend  itl  *?v_ 
should  go  to  the  country  that  it  was  the  Op^ 
sition  and  the  leader  of  the  Opp**^* 
were  responsible  for  the  vote  about  to  M  *^^ 
How  could  they  defend  voting  ^f  ^^Jf^Sl 
when  the  unemployed  in  Christchuicl^ ^^ 
edin,  and   Auckland  were  cut  <iovni  to 
paltry  sum  of  4s.   a  day?     ^*^,"t^ 
the  case,  to  propose  to  give  a  wealwy  P^ 
the  sum  of  £2,000  was  altogether  i^^^ 
Then,  there  were  many  deserving  offio*^ 
public   service   who,  according  to  r'l*' 
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down,  were  entitled  to  increases,  which  in- 
creases had  not  been  given  because  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day  said  that  in  the  present  financial 
position  of  the  country  economy  must  be  studied, 
and  dared  not  ask  the  House  to  vote  the  in- 
creases ;  and  there  were  underpaid  servants  in 
the  Telegraph  and  Postal  Departments :  yet 
lihey  were  going  to  vote  a  lump  sum  of  £2,000 
as  a  bonus  to  one  individual.  That  sum 
would  go  a  long  way  towards  increasing  the 
^ilaries  of  underpaid  officers.  When  they  met 
their  constituents  they  would  have  to  say  why 
they  had  voted  for  this  item,  and  would  have  to 
say  if,  as  the  true  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  had  done  their  best  to  prevent  this  £2,000 
from  being  taken  from  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony.  It  was  said  that  the  vote  was  to  be 
.given  in  view  of  the  altered  circumstances  of 
Sir  William  Fox ;  but,  dealing  with  matters 
that  were  public,  he  could  say  that  it  was  not 
long  since  Sir  William  Fox  sold  an  estate  for 
£15,000,  and  it  was  not  likely  a  poor  man  could 
do  that.  It  was  also  known  that  he  had  pur- 
chased property  in  Wellington  for  a  consider- 
Qtble  sum,  and  that  in  order  to  get  an  American 
lecturer  here  he  had  given  £200;  so  that  he 
could  not  be  a  person  stricken  with  poverty,  to 
Avhom  a  compassionate  allowance  should  be 
granted.  He  wished  the  Government  to  tell 
the  House  that  this  was  not  a  party  vote,  so 
«LS  to  leave  its  supporters  free  to  vote  as  they 
liked. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  replied  that  he  had  said  that 
-was  80  before. 

^Ir.  SEDDON  wished  to  know  how  votes  of 
those  who  had  paired  would  be  recorded. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  that  would  be  for 
^hc  whips  to  arrange. 

^Ir.  SEDDON  thought  it  should  be  arranged 
JBO  that  it  should  be  known  that  the  Government 
cknd  their  supporters  were  not  responsible  for 
this  vote.  The  services  referred  to  in  the  item 
Jiad  been  performed  without  hope  of  reward, 
And,  when  they  passed  the  resolution  recog- 
ziizing  Sir  William  Fox's  services  as  having 
been  rendered  without  pay,  that  was  payment 
^or  the  services.  If  this  motion  were  carried  he 
lioped  they  would  table  a  resolution  to  rescind 
^he  motion  arrived  at  previously,  giving  credit 
tio  Sir  William  Fox  for  patriotic  services;  for 
if  this  vote  were  passed,  and  Sir  William  Fox 
.^Mscepted  the  money,  then  there  was  no  patriot- 
ism about  it,  and  it  was  simply  a  question  of 
payment  for  services  rendered. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that  if  the  honour- 
..Skble  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  was  not 
.CLshamed  of  the  speech  he  had  made  he 
.  ^Colonel  Trimble)  was  very  confident  that  a 
xnajority  of  the  House  were  ashamed  of  it. 
'With  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  case  the  honour- 
.a,blo  gentleman  had  shown  absolute  ignorance  : 
\\Q  knew  nothing  of  the  work  done,  nor  as  to 
t^he  relative  work  done  by  the  two  Commis- 
sioners. In  order  to  show  this,  and  how  rash 
4^ hat  honourable  gentleman  had  been  in  making 
l^is  statements,  he  would  ask  him  to  make  a 
:s:iote  of  a  few  dates.  First  of  all,  the  Joint 
.  Commission  was  dated  the  20th  January,  1880. 


Sir  William  Fox  was  not  at  that  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  That  Commission  consisted 
of  Messrs.  Fox  and  Bell ;  and  they  brought  up 
a  joint  report  on  the  5th  August,  1880,  about 
seven  months  after  the  issue  of  the  Com- 
mission. That  was  the  whole  of  the  work 
that  Sir  Dillon  Bell  was  connected  with. 
There  was  no  one  more  willing  than  he,  or  the 
gentlemen  on  his  sidd  of  the  House,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  very  great  services  rendered  by  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  at  that  time.  No  two  men  in  the 
colony  were  so  well  fitted  to  do  the  work  as 
those  two  men,  and  that  was  recognized  by  the 
House  and  the  whole  country.  The  first  report 
submitted  to  the  House  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mission was  adopted  by  the  country  as  a  whole. 
That  was  the  end  of  Sir  Dillon  Bell's  con- 
nection with  it.  Then  a  second  Commission 
was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  original  report,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered that  no  one  could  so  well  carry  out 
that  work  as  the  remaining  Commissioner,  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  having  in  the  meantime  been 
sent  Home  as  Agent-General.  The  new  Com- 
mission was  dated  the  28rd  December,  1880, 
there  being  only  one  Commissioner;  and  the 
final  report  was  dated  the  drd  June,  1884 :  so 
that,  while  Sir  Dillon  Bell  served  with  Sir 
William  Fox  for  seven  months  in  1880,  Sir 
William  Fox  served  alone  for  three  and  a  half 
years,  so  that  his  services  stretched  over  four 
years.  With  regard  to  the  most  outrageous 
expressions  in  reference  to  personal  expendi- 
ture, he  would  point  out  that  if  a  Mmister 
travelled  he  got  two  guineas  a  day  for  travel- 
ling allowance  besides  his  actual  expenses. 
If  a  high  officer  or  low  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment travelled  on  public  service,  he  got  travel- 
ling allowance  and  also  actual  expenses  upon 
scale.  But  what  was  the  case  in  regard  to 
Sir  William  Fox  ?  He  had  neither  two  guineas 
a  day  nor  one  shilling  a  day  travelling  allow- 
ance. With  regard  to  the  actual  expenditure 
for  which  he  was  reimbursed,  Sir  William  Fox 
never  entered  an  hotel  all  the  time,  but  lodged 
in  the  most  inexpensive  private  establishments; 
and  if  the  amount  came  to  £300' it  was  for  four 
yeajs.  In  regard  to  the  services  rendered  by 
Sir  William  Fox,  he  could  say,  as  representing 
a  large  constituency  on  that  coast,  that  there 
was  no  man  in  New  Zealand  to  whom  that 
part  of  the  colony  was  so  much  obliged.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  he  had  left  behind  him  a  work 
which  had  established  peace  and  would  insure 
peace  for  generations  to  come.  The  result  of 
his  work  had  been  the  settlement  of  four  thou- 
sand people  on  the  land,  and  the  Natives  on 
the  coast  were  now  going  on  with  their  cultiva- 
tions in  peace  and  quietness,  where  formerly 
they  did  nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  FULTON  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  the  question  being  a  Government 
or  party  one.  While  he  was  supporting  the 
Government  on  this  question  the  gentleman 
who  was  paired  with  him,  and  who  wa.s  a  Go- 
vernment supporter,  would  vote  against  the 
item.  He  would  like  to  refer  to  another  matter 
which  was  somewhat  pressing.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  into  consideration  tha. 
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poftiti()n  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  late 
Mr.  Brandon. 

Sir  II.  STi  a'T  Raid  the  Cabinet  would  take 
the  matUr  ref«rn*d  tu  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  into  con.sideration.  No  doubt 
the  Cabinet  would  be  as  liberal  in  this  case  as 
in  the  rase  of  other  ofhccrs. 

^Ir.  SKDDON  ."iaid  the  honourable  member 
for  Taranaki  said  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  hiniKelf.  He  considered  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  an  honourable  member  to  consider 
the  interesiM  aiui  wishes  of  his  constituents, 
and  he  would  not  take  as  his  guide  the  honour- 
able nirmher  for  Taranaki.  If  there  was  any 
nienilH-r  who  should  feel  ashamed  of  himself 
fur  liaving  delayed  the  House  it  was  that 
honounilile  member.  The  honourable  member 
fiaid  he  was  gomg  to  correct  him;  but  it  ap- 
pcan>d  that  the  honourable  member  had  not 
ma<le  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts  at  all. 
Tlie  total  sum  received  as  expenses  by  Sir 
William  Vox  amounted  to  more  than  £300, 
and  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  the  Com- 
mission, besides  surreys,  was  £13,0(X).  Be- 
sul(>s  that,  at  the  time  the  appointment  was 
made  in  ISSI  Sir  William  Fox  was  a  member 
of  the  Ho\ise. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCK  LAND  understood  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  to  say  some- 
thing about  faithful  followers,  and  that  if  a 
lar^e  sum  was  to  be  voted  it  should  be  by 
Rpccial  legislation.  It  did  not  require  that. 
It  only  required  a  convenient  Committee.  He 
ha^l  lieard  a  great  deal  about  public  ofhccrs, 
and  he  interjected  *'  Publichouses."  The  whole 
of  tins  opposition  from  the  honourable  member 
was  because  not  long  ago  Sir  William  Fox  gave 
£150  or  t200  to  a  temperance  society. 

Mr.  H.VTCH  would  vote  against  this, because 
he  thought  a  sufhcient  case  had  not  been  made 
out  showing  that  the  gentleman  really  required 
it.  The  case  mentioned  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  showed  that  there  would  be 
many  more  claims  like  this.  He  was  told  that 
Sir  William  Fox  was  worth  a  great  deal,  and 
that  the  family  of  the  deceased  gentleman  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri 
were  very  well-to-do.  An  unfortunate  man  was 
killed  at  Invercargill  the  other  day,  and  the 
public  there  subscribed  £400  for  his  family; 
and,  if  the  gentleman  who  had  just  died  left  his 
family  without  means,  this  was  a  case  for  the 
people  of  Wellington  to  consider.  The  matter 
ought  not  to  be  brought  before  the  House. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item,  •  Services  of  Hon.  Sir  William 
Fox  as  Commissioner  under  •'  The  West  Coast 
Settlement  Act.  1B80,"  £2,000,'  be  struck 
out." 
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Richardson,  G.F. 
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3Iajoritj  for,  8. 

Item  retained. 

Vote, 

£2,726,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Mcosteb  of  Mixes. 

Receiver  of  Gold  ReTenoe,  J«dLsoB'i  Bs, 
additional,  £20,  agreed  to. 

Geological  and  Meteorological  Depans* 
£G0,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £9,761. 

Mr.  SUTTER  drew  attentioii  to  tlaM 
item,  »♦  iloimt  Ida  Water-race,  cantiiigfflflft 
£500."  He  thought  the  GovermnaiJ  al 
nothing  to  do  with  this  race  now,  bat  hi 
handed  it  over  to  a  local  trust.  Last  ja? » 
Minister  had  said  distinctly  that  no  furtkr?* 
should  be  asked  for  this  woric.  Hehfi«^t^ 
honourable  gentleman  would  escplsin. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  this  vow  had  lio 
granted  for  several  years,  but  he  had  biwa 
this  year  to  be  able  to  do  withcnt  it  H» 
found,  however,  that  it  was  wanted  to keffi? 
the  work. 

Mr.  SUTTER  said  it  was  fiimplr  so  n» 
charity  to  the  people  there. 

Mr.  \V.  F.  BUCKLAND  asked  if  th»  « 
going  to  complete  the  work,  or  if  there  «m» 
be  an  indefinite  annual  drain.  He  vou:<ii;k«J 
see  these  water-races  handed  over  tolbeb* 
bodies 

Mr.  LARNACH  would  be  glad  to  beafei*^ 
say  that  this  was  the  last  time  thewtesi^ 
appear ;  but  he  would  do  his  best  tocscsta 
trust  to  moke  both  ends  meet,^sothiU»iiatttr 
vote  would  not  have  to  be  asked  for. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  understood  th^  & 
race  had  been  handed  over  to  a  trust,  aw  i-J 
it  had  been  clearly  stated  the  House  rbsk 
never  again  be  asked  for  another  vote  fori 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  as  far  m  he  i«<^- 
lected,  the  race  wcls  brought  to  a  certain  poJ» 
and  from  that  point  it  was  held  that  bo  s«» 
public  expenditure  should  take  place,  bubt» 
private  parties  who  wished  to  make  »<:«^ 
that  point  should  make  them  at  their  ovfl<^ 
He  believed  the  receipts  from  the  ra«  1» 
been  enough  to  cover  the  expenses-tbii  ^ 
apart  from  any  additions;  and  he  had  nj^' 
stood  that  it  would  continue  so.  HeTWi-ii-p 
to  hear  some  further  explanstion  about JJ 
because  ho  did  not  think  the  GovcrDinentw 
called  upoB  to  cacrj  the  raw  fa^^- 
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believed  there  had  been  a  proposal  to  bring 
another  race  into  this  one. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  race  had  been  ex- 
tended. It  was  believed  that  a  vote  would  not 
be  required;  but  exceptional  repairs  had  been 
found  necessary,  and  unless  this  vote  was  passed 
the  wotk  could  not  be  kejpt  going. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  this  vote  was 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  previous  de- 
termination not  to  extend  the  race  having  been 
gone  back  from. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  had  authorized  the  extension. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  must  deny  this. 
He  could  say  absolutely  that  he  did  not  au- 
thoriae  the  extension  of  the  race.  The  Minister 
bad  indicated  in  a  loose  way  that  it  had  been 
f^rithorized,  and  he  said,  if  so,  it  was  unneces- 
sary expenditure. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  had  indicated  how 
it  had  been  authorized  in  a  very  precise  way. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  put  £1,000  on  the  estimates  to 
complete  the  race.  The  race  was  finished  now 
AS  far  as  it  would  ever  go — except  as  to  distribut- 
ing-races. For  some  years  £500  a  year  had  been 
voted  for  contingencies  on  this  work  ;  but  last 
year  the  trust  only  used  £300  of  that  amount. 
The  departmental  report  in  regard  to  water- 
races  showed  that  the  trust  had  meule  every 
efEort  to  reduce  the  expenditure,  and  last  year 
bad  reduced  it  by  £261,  and  they  expected  to 
ceduce  the  working  expenses  by  £400  this  year. 
The  reason  why  £500  for  contingencies  was 
proposed  this  yeao:  was  this :  The  County  Coun- 
cil were  now  in  treaty  to  relieve  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  race  altogether ;  but  they  naturally 
demanded  that  if  they  took  it  over  it  should 
be  in  thorough  order  at  the  time.  He  did 
ziot  anticipate  that  any  further  money  would 
be  wanted.  It  was  about  the  most  cheaply- 
worked  water-race  in  the  colony,  as  it  was 
about  seventy  miles  in  length,  and  there  were 
only  three  men  employed  on  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  had  not  a  single  word  to 
say  against  the  trust,  which  was  working  very 
vrell.  At  the  same  time  it  would  be  well  to 
band  the  race  over  to  the  local  body.  He  would 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  if  the  honourable 
(Gentleman  had  been  in  the  House  when  the 
general  estimates  were  under  discussion  he 
-wonld  have  heard  him  (Mr.  Lamach)  give  the 
same  explanation  with  regard  to  this  water- 
arace  as  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
bad  just  given. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  calling  attention  to  the 
item,  "  School  of  Mines,  Otago  University, 
£500,"  said  he  understood  the  gentleman  in 
oharge  of  this  school  was  to  be  utilized  by 
liaving  him  brought  to  Wellington.  He  was  of 
xio  use  where  he  was  now,  and  it  would  be 
tjettcr  to  save  this  £500. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  this  vote  had  been  pro- 
znised  to  the  Otago  University  to  enable  it  to 
<5arry  on  its  lectures  on  mining,  and  would  be 
continued  for  two  years  longer.  It  was  a  mbst 
^extraordinary  thing  that  the  honourable  mem- 
Ji>er,  who  was  always  advocating  the  establish- 


ment of  schools  of  mines,  should  object  to  this 
vote. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  this  gentleman  could 
never  be  got  to  come  up  country  when  he  was 
wanted. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  Professor  Ulrich 
had  never,  except  on  one  occasion,  refused  to 
go  up  country  when  asked  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BROWN  must  repeat  that  this  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  go  up  the  country  to 
do  work  that  was  required,  but  only  to  collect 
specimens. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  like  to  point  out 
that,  in  terms  of  his  engagement.  Professor 
Ulrich  was  compelled,  during  the  recess  of  the 
University,  to  go  wherever  the  Oovemment 
chose  to  send  him.  The  School  of  Mines  had 
been  a  failure  solely  through  the  want  of 
pupils;  but  there  were  a  good  many  more 
attending  now,  and  it  promised  to'  be  a 
success.  The  University  had  expended  some 
£1,200  or  £1,400  — he  was  not  certain  as 
to  the  exact  amount,  but  it  was  a  large 
sum  —  last  year  in  getting  out  appliances 
for  this  school.  The  Professor  was  engaged 
by  the  University  under  an  arrangement 
with  the  Government  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  pay  half  the  expense;  and  it 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  New  Zealand,  with  such 
variety  and  abundance  of  mineral  resources,  if 
it  could  not  maintain  an  efficient  and  fully- 
equipped  School  of  Mines  such  as  was  provided 
for  in  Dunedin  now. 

Mr.  SUTTER  moved.  That  the  item  of 
£3,000  for  compensation  towards  cost  of  open- 
ing the  Shag  Point  Coal-mine  be  struck  out. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  any  steps  to  cancel  the  exten- 
sion of  the  lease  of  this  mine  for  fifty-five 
years. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  No;  the  Government 
could  not  do  that  even  if  they  wished. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Then  this  is  in  addition  to 
the  extension  of  the  lease  ? 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  whole  matter  had 
been  explained  when  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
was  carried. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £3,000." 


Ayes,  11. 

Atkinson 

Fisher 

Trimble. 

Barron 

Lake 

Tellers. 

Beetham 

Stout 

Newman 

Conolly 

Thomson,  J.W 
Noes,  31. 

Rolleston. 

Ballance 

Kerr 

Ross 

B.-Bradshaw 

Lance 

Smith 

Brown 

Lamach 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Bruce 

Macarthur 

Tole 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Tumbull 

Buckland,W.F.McKenzie,  J. 

Vogel 

Cfikdman 

Menteath 

Walker. 

Duncan 

O'Callaghan 

Hirst,  H. 

O'Conor 

Tellers. 

Hobbs 

Parata 

Buckland,  J.  C 

Hursthouse 

Richardson,  E 

Mocandrew. 
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Pairs. 


For. 
Guiuncss 
Johnston 
Levestam 
Mitchelson 
Ormond 
Reid 
Kussell 
Samuol 
Whyte. 


Against, 
Bryce 
Dargaville 
Folton 
McMUlftn 
Montgomery 
Hatch 

Richardson,  Q. 
Hislop 
Sutter. 


Majority  against,  20. 
Item  retained. 

Mr.  MACAKTHUR  said  he  would  like  an 
explanation  of  the  item,  "  Subsidy  of  £1  to  £2 
up  to  £450  for  auriferous-cemont-crushing  ma- 
chine, £450.'*  It  was  a  most  extraordinary 
proposition  that  the  House  should  help  to  pay 
for  machinery  for  a  private  company.  Ho 
moved.  That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  LARNACH  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  strike  out  this  item.  The  machine,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  be  of  great  value  to  a  large 
mining  district  and  to  the  whole  colony. 
Hitherto  it  had  been  impossible  to  get  a 
machine  to  deal  with  this  cement. 
.  Mr.  MACARTHUR  said  if  the  machine  was 
a  success  it  would  bo  a  source  of  great  profit  to 
tli(.>  proprietor.  It  wois  not  right  that  the  colony 
.should  subsidize  these  private  speculations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  quite  indorsed  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  ^I.^.nawatu. 
People  were  making  experiments  iu  all  parts 
of  tlie  colony  in  connection  with  various  in- 
dustries, and  these  experiments  were  not  sub- 
sidized. Ho  hoped  the  Committee  would  strike 
o;it  the  item. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  where  the  machine 
Wii.;  going  to  be  set  up. 

Mr.  LARNACH  replied  that  it  was  to  be  set 
up  where  the  blue  auriferous  cement  was — 
nuincly,  at  Tuapeka,  one  of  the  richest  mining 
districts  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND  asked  if  the  machine 
was  a  local  production. 

Mr.  LARNACH  replied  that  it  was. 
Dr.  NP^WMAN  asked  to  whom  the  money 
was  going. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  application  was 
made  by  a  number  of  residents  interested  in 
mining  in  Tuapeka. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  if  the  Government  was 
pro})ared  to  give  similar  encouragement  to 
other  parts  of  the  colony  with  regard  to  auri- 
ferous-cemeut-crushing, 

^Ir.  LARNACH  said,  if  this  machine  was  a 
success,  that  would  not  be  necessary  :  the  same 
patent  would  do  for  other  parts  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  asked  if  the  machine  was 
at  work. 

Mr.  IjARNACH  replied  that  it  was  not  ntade 
yet. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  cement-crush- 
ing machines  in  existence.  If  this  vote  was 
passed  every  one  who  made  an  improvement  in 
stone  -  breaking,  quartz-crushing,  or  cement- 
crushing  could  with  justice  make  a  similar 
claim. 


The  Cbmmittee  divided  on  the  qnesftkB^'* 
the  vote  be  xednced  by  £450." 

Ayes,  24. 
Atkiiuon.  Hislop 

Banon  Hobbs 

Beetham  Lake 

Brace  Montgomery 

Buckland,  7.  C.  Newman 
Backland,W.F.  Peacock 


GonoUy 
Duncan 
Fisher 

BaUance 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

Cowan 

Eraser 

Hatch 

Harsthoase 

Kerr 

Lance 


Pearson 
Bichardson*  G. 


BoUfiaftim 
Boss 

ThODBSCB,!.^. 

Trimble. 

Bachai»B 
Macarthcr. 


Koss,  24. 
Lamach 
Hackenzie,  M.  Smith 
McKenzie,  J.     Tole 
Menteath 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Pacata 
Pyke 


RichAidsoa,L 


Vogel 
Walker. 

Seddon 
TumbcU. 


AgainU. 
Levestajn 
Guinness 
Grace. 


Paibs. 
Far. 
Folton 
Locke 
Whyte. 

The  GuAiBMAN  gave  his  casting-vote  widi  s^ 
'*  Ayes." 
Item  struck  out. 
Vote,  as  reduced,  £9,311»  agreed  to. 

CTuASS   XI. — MnSlSTEB  op   RAIL'SrAYS. 

Working  railways,  £282,  agreed  to. 
Public  buildings,  £1,650,  agreed  to. 

Class  XII.— Mimistkb  op  Defzsczl 

Volunteers,  £250,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £2,271. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  why  an  experierjeei 
officer  like  Colonel  Lyon  had  been  dispesssd 
with.  He  observed  that  that  officer  was  dcTi: 
for  two  years'  salary  as  retiring  allowance. 

Mr.  BALL.\NCE  said  that  Colonel  Lyts:'* 
Ber\'ices  had  been  dispensed  with  owing  to  :fe 
necessity  for  economy.  He  had  been  tieac^ 
on  the  most  liberal  scale  as  to  retiring  a]lsv- 
ances.  He  would  retain  the  office  of  Ccm- 
mander  of  the  District,  with  an  allowa&ca  dL 
£50  a  year. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  if  another  officer  lad 
not  '.been  appointed  at  a  large  salary  in  ihs 
place  of  Colonel  Lyon. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  that  was  not  so.  Aa 
Instructor  of  Musketry  had  been  appaintBl 
and  it  was  necesseury  that  there  should  be  sucb 
an  officer. 

5Ir.  CONOLLY  drew  attention  to  the  ifiect 
"Expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  tht 
purchase  ol  coals  for  the  Imperial  GoTeznmai^ 
£684,"  and  asked  for  an  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Government  som 
time  ago  had  received  an  application  frozQ  she 
Admiral  commanding  the  Australian  status  t» 
purchase  coal  for  him,  to  be  stored  at  Aackkai 
When  the  account  was  sent  in  he  objected  t» 
pay  for  the  cost  of  l&boor  and  of  stcoage,  m 
the  ground  that  no  other  colony  made  scd 
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cha.rge.  After  looking  into  the  matter  the 
overnmont  had  decided  to  follow  tlie  cudtom 
:  otlier  colonies. 

Voto,  £2,271,  agreed  to. 

CitAss  Xni. — Land  Fcnd  Account. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £20. 

Aliscellaneous  services,  £913. 

Mjt.  CONOLLY  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
:ie  item,  *'  Stamp  duty  on  Kotorua  leases, 
400." 

M.r.  BALLANCE  said  that  when  the  Rotorua 
SAses  were  sold  there  was  a  dispute  about 
rbo  should  pay  the  stamp  duty  on  the  leases, 
jid  it  was  decided  that  the  duty  should  be  re- 
al tted.  There  had  been  a  further  sale  of  leases, 
jid  the  same  practice  had  been  followed.  It 
vas  simply  a  transfer.  The  money  was  trans- 
erred  from  the  Lands  Department  to  the  Stamp 
Department. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  was  an  am- 
biguity in  connection  with  the  conditions  of 
lale  as  to  stamp  duty,  and,  as  the  purchasers 
liad  paid  high  prices  for  the  leases,  it  was 
Biigreed  to  waive  the  point  as  to  stamp  duty. 

Iilr.  BRYCE  said  that  was  a  reason  why  the 
stomp  duty  should  not  have  been  exacted  in 
the  first  instance,  but  there  was  no  reason  why 
it  should  have  formed  a  precedent  as  to  the 
future. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  make  it  clear  in  future  that  purchasers  would 
have  to  pay  stamp  duty.  It  would  save  the 
necessity  for  these  cross -entries,  and  no  one 
would  be  prejudiced  so  long  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  purchasers  would  have  to  pay  the 
stamp  duty. 

Vote,  £013,  agreed  to. 

Expenses,  Thermal  Springs  Act,  £13,  agreed 

to. 

Survey  Department,  £181,  agreed  to. 

Class  XV. — St.\te  Forests  Account. 
State  Forests  and  Agricultural  Department, 
£6,884. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  for  an  explanation 
regarding  this  new  ^  department,  which  was 
being  initiated,  he  considered,  at  a  very  large 
expense. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  did  not  consider  the  ex- 
pense was  very  large.  He  thought  it  was  very 
moclcrato  for  the  foundation  of  the  depart- 
ment. A  large  portion  of  the  vote  taken  the 
other  day  was  not  for  this  department  at  all, 
and  there  was  a  Chief  Conservator  at  £000  a 
year,  a  Clerk  and  Accountant  at  £250,  and 
two  Rangers  at  £200.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
organization  of  the  department  would  entail  a 
large  amount  of  work.  The  Conservator  was  a 
mail  of  the  highest  qualifications,  and  he  had 
to  inspect  every  forest  in  the  colony  before  its 
Proclamation.  He  had  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  work  of  forestry :  in  fact,  he  (Mr.  Bal- 
lance)  did  not  think  any  other  person  in  the 
whole  colony  was  so  well  qualified  for  this  work 
as  Professor  Kirk.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
work  of  forestry  to  be  carried  on  and  the  depart- 
ment organized  without  the  vote  asked  for.  It 
was  absolutely  essential  if  any  work  was  to  be 


done  at  all.  "When  thor  considorod  that  these 
forests  were  scattered  all  over  tho  colony,  and 
what  an  amount  of  labour  was  required  for 
planting,  fencing,  and  regulating  the  sale  of 
timber,  honourable  members  would  see  that 
the  vote  was  a  moderate  one. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  wished  to  know  where 
the  School  of  Agriculture  was  located. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  at  Whangarei. 
That  was  the  understanding  last  session,  and 
it  was  specially  provided  for  in  the  Act. 

Mr.  MAOANDREW  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  any  arable  land  there. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  very  little. 
It  was  kauri  land,  and  good  for  forestry  pur- 
poses, but  for  nursery  purposes  other  land 
would  have  to  be  acquired. 

LIr.  MAC  ANDREW  was  very  much  disap- 
pointed with  this,  and  thought  that  the  School 
of  Agriculture  should  have  been  in  an  agri- 
cultural district.  It  appeared  to  him  a  very 
reckless  way  of  spending  money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  there  would  be  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  this  item 
passed.  He  was  willing  to  admit  that  the 
gentleman  in  charge  of  this  department  pos- 
sessed a  large  amount  of  scientific  information, 
but  the  colony  was  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
large  sums  of  money  merely  from  a  scientifio 
point  of  view,  and  it  might  be  that  they  were 
wasting  large  sums  on  this  department  in  un- 
profitable directions.  What  they  wanted  in 
order  to  get  value  for  the  money  was  infor- 
mation regarding  proper  descriptions  of  trees, 
proper  soil,  and  so  forth  for  planting,  and  a 
himdred  other  things  necessary  from  a  practical 
point  of  view.  There  was  £1,000  put  down  for 
travelling  expenses,  and  surely  that  did  not 
point  towards  economv. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON' said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  they  were  going  to  work  in  a  very  extra- 
vagant manner  to  establish  this  department, 
without  any  reference  to  what  had  been  done 
before,  or  to  what  was  being  done  throughout 
the  country.  He  understood  the  Minister  of 
Lands  proposed  to  buy  plots  of  ground  to  create 
nurseries ;  whilst  they  had  these  already  at 
work.  They  had  no  information  before  them 
now  of  a  valuable  character,  although  the  de- 
partment had  been  in  existence  some  months. 
The  gardens  at  Christchurch  were  starved  for 
the  sake  of  this  department,  as  were  also  those 
at  Dunedin,  Wellington,  and  Auckland.  Those 
gardens  which  had  been  nursery-gardens  were 
absolutely  set  aside  in  favour  of  tho  central 
institution.  They  were  told  that  they  would 
get  a  statement  of  the  trees  that  could  be 
planted  here;  but  if  they  would  go  into  the 
library  they  would  find  from  the  Forest  De- 
partment of  South  Australia,  which  had  a  very 
valuable  ofiicer  at  its  head,  all  that  informsr- 
tion. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  if  it  would  apply  to 
New  Zealand. 

Iklr.  ROLLESTON  thought  it  would  apply  to 
New  Zealand  admirably.  Or,  if  they  reebd  the 
report  of  the  chief  gardener  at  Christchurch 
regarding  the  Eucalypti  tribe,  they  would  find 
all  the  information   there   as   to  what  treea 
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-were  best  for  planting  in  that  localit^^ ;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  no  central  department 
would  do  as  well.  Ho  thought  the  Government 
should  do  what  the  late  Government  had  been 
doing  —  utilize  the  existing  institutions  and 
help  to  make  them  useful.  Any  one  who  had 
travelled  down  the  main  line  from  Christchurch 
must  see  that  admirable  work  had  been  done 
by  the  Forestry  Board  established  in  Canter- 
bury ;  but  the  Government  had  set  that  aside 
absolutely,  and  struck  at  the  root  of  the  system 
that  was  establislieil.  With  regard  to  the 
Agricultural  Departiiient,  they  were  to  have 
valuable  reports  and  information,  and  agri- 
culture was  to  be  fostered  throughout  the 
whole  colony.  They  did  not  want  agriculture 
to  bo  fostered  by  a  central  department.  The 
business  of  the  Government  was  to  do  what  the 
late  Government  had  begun  doing — to  foster 
the  School  of  Apriculturo  that  had  been  esta- 
blished out  of  public  funds  in  an  agricultural 
district,  and  which  was  really  doing  good  work. 
That  was  now  to  be  star^'cd  in  favour  of  a  new 
school  of  agriculture  in  a  district  where  agri- 
culture would  not  flourish  at  all.  He  ventured 
to  think  that  the  interests  of  agriculture  were 
not  going  to  be  promoted  by  such  appointments 
as  had  been  made  in  this  dipartmeut. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  if  there  was  a  class  of 
vote  which  he  thought  the  House  should  en- 
courage it  was  this,  even  if  the  money  was  not 
always  wisely  spent  on  agriculture  and  forestry. 
If  any  one  would  look  at  the  books  in  the 
library  ho  would  find  that  enormous  advan- 
tages in  India,  at  the  Cape,  in  France,  and  all 
over  Europe  had  followed  on  the  establishment 
of  State  forest  departments  ;  and,  if  this  de- 
partment did  anything  like  the  same  amount 
of  good,  then  tlie  vote  on  the  estimates  would 
not  be  anvthing  like  too  much  for  it. 

Mr.  M6NT(tOMERY  wished  to  know  if  there 
were  any  students  in  tlie  School  of  Agriculture, 
or  if  any  were  expected  ;  because  the  land  was 
said  to  be  inferior,  and  not  fit  for  agriculture, 
and  he  understood  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Government  would  have  to  buy  land  some- 
where else,  because  the  land  there  was  not 
arable.  He  asked  if  the  Minister  expected  any 
students  there. 

Mr.  BALL.\NCE  said  they  were  now  carry- 
ing out  the  recommendations  of  the  Legislature 
last  session.  If  honourable  gentlemen  thought 
this  vote  was  not  necessary  let  them  strike  it 
out.  Ho  would  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  what  had  been  done  in 
the  way  of  forestry  during  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years.  With  the  exception  of  what  was 
done  by  the  Planting  Board  of  Canterbury, 
there  was  nothing  done.  The  money  spent  under 
the  Forest-trees  I'lanting  Encouragement  Act 
was  absolutely  wasted.  It  was  spent  on  fancy 
plantations  of  Pinus  ins'ujnis^  macrocarpay  and 
on  blue-gum.  Blue-gum  was  an  excellent  tim- 
ber for  a  variety  of  purposes,  but  would  never 
make  sawing- timber.  If  they  were  to  have  a 
forest  department  at  all,  they  could  not  do  it 
on  a  more  economic  scale  than  was  now  pro- 
posed. The  Chief  Conservator  was  a  highly- 
qualified  man,  not  only  from  a  scientific,  but 
Mr,  liollcston 


from  a  practical  point  of  view.    '&k 
ment  had  only    just    been    orgasisei  s; 
largo  amount  of  work  had  a.lreadj  bea  ' 

Mr.   ROLLESTON    s&id    the 
gentleman  was  quite  wroc^  in  snj^iosa^ 
nothing  had  been  done  in  the  past,  as ' 
of  thousands  of  trees  had  been  di5tribs:ai 
various  gardens,  the  vote   for  whirfi  cid 
been  stopped.     He  had  hiznself  bees 
to  the   Forest-trees   Planting    Em 
Act;  but  the  House  determmed  thas  k^ 
be  passed,  and  a  good  deal  of  plantii^bk^ 
done,   though  he  did  not  think   it  wcna  k 
expenditure. 

Colonel  TROIBLE  thought  that  tbe  ^M 
on  these  estimates  might  a^  well  hare  m 
put  into  the  ordinary  estimates  ;  bat  h£  ^ 
posed  that  was  not  done  becax3se  if  kll^ 
expenses  were  put  together  the  Hook  vsd 
wipe  it  out.  He  warned  the  House,  whak 
was  first  brought  before  them,  that  the  defss- 
ment  would  be  a  very  expensive  toy;  asd  itt 
was  all  that  it  was.  In  the  report  it  wcid^  bt 
seen  that  it  was  contemplated  to  have  »  ^ 
large  and  increasing  stckff  in  this  departsot 
It  was  said  that  there  was  an  incoioe  §keuj 
in  this  department;  but  that  inccane  woaHb 
received  even  if  the  department  did  not  eist 
It  would  be  quite  time  enough  to  creacesi^i 
department  when  timber  was  scarce  fl^  6i 
population  nim:ierous  enough  to  be  able  oofeir 
the  taxation  required  for  maintaining  ft  & 
great  struggle  in  New  Zealand  at  the  pr»fi 
time  was  to  clear  tlie  timber  off,  not  to  «- 
courage  its  growth. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  honourable  gentlemen  ^ 
evidently  not  read  the  reports  laid  on  ihe  tsife^. 
Compared  with  other  votes — for  instance,  g^ 
fields  votes  —  this  was  a  mere  drop  is  d>f 
bucket.  There  would  be  a  consideraWe  pnii 
from  this  department  in  a  very  short  time.  U 
the  past  the  planting  of  forests  had  not  bee 
carried  out  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  if  this  vote  wet 
struck  out  it  would  be  the  greatest  injuirewr 
inflicted  upon  the  colony.  These  cstiffiais 
had  been  prepared  two  months  ago,  and  wsii^ 
have  been  on  the  ordinary  estimates,  only  tlK 
Chief  Conservator  was  awav  inspecting  fcas 
They  were  not  kept  back  a't  all.  If  the  Sate 
was  to  make  provision  for  the  future  in  ^ 
matter  of  forestry  it  should  be  begun  »t  cw* 
It  was  unreasonable  to  exjiect  great  pitofi5s»i 
present;  but  they  would  be  yearly  increaasi- 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  seemed  alanna? 
if  they  were  going  to  pay  £9,000  a  yeti  te 
maintain  this  establishment  in  order  to  be 
taught  that  blue-gum  had  no  value  as  isi*^ 
ing-timber.  He  could  point  out  a  ship  bfiil^ 
of  blue-gum  fifty  years  ago,  which  was  as  ^ 
as  ever.  He  wished  he  had  a  thousand  or  tw 
thousand  acres  of  blue-gum  forest  tolea«^* 
his  children.  If  it  were  possible  to  blot  out  the 
Act  of  lost  session  it  would  be  a  very  ^ 
thing.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honouiw!* 
member  for  Taranaki  that  they  were  going  ^ 
fast  altogether. 

Mr.  BRYCE  was    very  much    disposed » 
^  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  ^ 
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"Chalmers.  The  position  they  were  getting  into 
with  regard  to  this  new  department  was  truly 
alarming.  It  would  be  very  many  years  before 
they  had  any  profits  whatever  resulting  from 
the  labours  of  this  department ;  but  the  ex- 
penditure would  be  a  certainty.  It  was  useless 
talking  about  what  they  derived  from  this 
•department  at  present,  because  that  income 
was  not  due  to  the  expenditure  in  contempla- 
tion. He  agreed  that  a  great  deal  of  the  effort 
•of  the  colony  was  at  present  directed  towards 
destroying  tiie  forests  for  purposes  of  profit. 
That  was  inevitable — he  had  had  to  do  it  him- 
«elf .  The  Minister  of  Lands  had  himself  this 
year  made  a  very  exceptional  proposal  for  ex- 
penditure in  the  destruction  of  forests  —  to 
Sorrow  money  in  London  to  pay  £2  10s.  an 
acre  to  cut  forests  down.  That  was  directly 
Against  his  present  proposals.  If  the  House 
And  the  country  could  be  polled,  the  theoretical 
people  who  did  not  understand  the  subject 
would  be  found  arrayed  on  one  side,  strongly 
advocating  this  proposal,  while  on  the  other 
side  would  be  found  the  practical  people,  almost 
to  a  man,  strongly  opposed  to  this  proposal  as 
impracticable,  and  against  this  large  expendi- 
ture on  experiments.  He  should  be  glad  to  see 
this  new  department  blotted  out  altogether. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  point  out  that  they 
had  had  good  little  schools  of  forestry  in  the 
domains  and  botajiical  gardens,  from  whence 
thousands  of  trees  had  been  distributed  every 
year  at  little  expense.  There  was  not  a  six- 
pence on  the  estimates  for  them,  and  it  was  a 
perfect  disgrace  to  the  colony  to  let  them  drop. 
The  Christchurch  Gardens  were  still  a  credit  to 
the  place,  and  they  were  getting  ten  times  as 
valuable  work  from  those  gardens  now  as  they 
were  ever  likely  to  get  from  this  department. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  the  fears  he  had  ex- 
pressed last  year  on  this  subject  were  beginning 
to  be  realized,  but  he  thought,  having  embarked 
in  this  thing,  they  should  go  on  for  a  year  or  two 
more,  when  they  would  be  in  a  better  position 
to  judge  what  the  results  were  likely  to  be,  and 
4iho8e  who  advocated  this  departure  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  fulfilling  the  promises  they 
had  made. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  discussion  had 
^one  to  point  out  what  he  had  said  at  first — 
that  they  wanted  practical  experience  in  con- 
nection with  this  department.  This  was  shown 
by  tbe  fact  that  the  blue-gum  had  been  put 
-down  among  the  useless  timbers.  That  fact 
alone  was  enough  to  draw  strong  attention 
to  this  vote.  Here  was  a  department  set  up 
to  conserve  forests  at  a  large  cost,  while 
another  department — ^the  Railways — destroyed 
large  areas  of  timber  by  fire  every  year,  as 
on  the  Bimutaka.  A  representation  to  the 
department  by  the  Wairarapa  West  County 
Council  on  this  subject  had  been  very  un- 
Batisfactorily  replied  to.  The  railways  de- 
stroyed large  quantities  of  crops,  grass,  and 
timber.  In  Australia,  if  similar  carelessness 
w^ere  permitted,  the  loss  would  be  enormous. 
He  moved.  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £3,500. 
That  would  do  away  with  the  School-of- Agricul- 
jtore  building,  its  director,  and  about  half  the 


amounts  for  tFS  other  items.  Any  practical 
man  wanting  the  quickest  return  for  his  out- 
lay would  not  go  in  for  agriculture  at  Whanga- 
rei  or  anywhere  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  but 
in  the  great  agricultural  districts  of  Otago  or 
Canterbury.  The  North  of  Auckland  would  be 
the  very  last  place  he  would  go  to.  It  might 
be  argued  that  a  great  part  of  the  work  of  the 
department  would  be  to  promote  pomology 
and  the  cultivation  of  tropical  fruits  ;  but  the 
finances  of  the  colony  were  scarcely  in  a  fit 
state  to  bear  the  cost  of  these  experimental 
matters.  Private  capital  and  enterprise  well 
directed  would  produce  much  better  results 
than  would  be  attained  by  this  department  in 
that  direction. 

Mr.  LOCKE  did  not  agree  that  the  southern 
part  of  the  colony  was  necessarily  the  best  for  a 
school  of  forestry  and  fruit-growing.  The  cold 
clay-lands  north  of  Auckland  had  been  sold  in 
large  areas  thirty  years  ago  for  10s.  an  acre ; 
and  they  were  not  worth  a  penny  more  now : 
in  fact,  for  ordinary  purposes  they  were  not 
worth  a  shilling  an  acre,  for  fifty  acres  would 
hardly  carry  a  sheep.  But  the  kauri,  that 
most  valuable  timber,  only  grew  on  this  cold 
clay  in  the  North — as  the  totara  grew  on  shingle 
or  gravel — and  after  the  fern  had  been  burnt  oi! 
two  or  three  times,  short  stunted  manuka  grew 
up,  and  among  it  thousands  of  young  kauri. 
Thus,  on  land  otherwise  actually  valueless, 
enormous  wealth  might,  with  care  and  foster- 
ing, be  ultimately  derived  from  forests  grown 
on  them,  besides  beautifying  the  country, 
and  benefiting  it  enormously,  climatically  and 
otherwise.  He  strongly  urged  those  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  subject  to  devote  as  much 
attention  as  possible  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
kauri,  the  stock  of  which  was  lessening  so 
rapidly :  and  thus  worthless  land  could  be  made 
most  valuable  in  time.  Too  much  care  and 
attention  could  not  be  devoted  to  that  subject. 
While  urging  the  greatest  care  and  practicality 
in  expenditure  on  State  forestry,  this  object  of 
covering  the  cold  worthless  clay  -  lands  with 
kauri  would  justify  a  large  expenditure  from 
both  public  and  private  sources,  because  there 
would  be  a  great  return  in  a  few  generations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  quite  agreed  generally  with 
the  honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast, 
but  contended  that  the  district  to  the  north  of 
Auckland  was  not  a  suitable  place  for  agricul- 
tural experiments.  The  best  totara  grew  on 
the  very  best  land:  that  was  his  experience. 
He  moved.  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £3,500. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND  said  the  quality  of 
land  could  be  told  by  the  timber  on  it,  and 
totara  did  not  grow  on  the  best,  but  on  fair 
land.  The  Minister  said  if  this  vote  was  re- 
fused a  ^eat  wrong  would  be  done  to  New  Zea- 
land. Since  when  had  he  commenced  to  do 
this  great  right  ?  It  could  only  be  about  three 
weeks ;  because,  if  it  had  been  before,  he  would 
have  put  this  vote  on  the  general  estimates. 
He  had  been  two  years  in  office,  during  which 
he  had  done  this  great  injustice  of  keeping  it 
out,  and  had  only  just  become  conscious  of  the 
enormity  of  the  wrong.  He  (Mr.  Buckland) 
said  that  the  vote  was  put  on  these  estimates 
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bcr'anse  tlierc  wfts  Kometliing  wrong  about  it, 
and  it  had  thus  less  chance  of  being  discovered. 
Tbcy  hi;d  pas^ed  a  niixed-up  vote  of  £t),000 
on  the  g(  iiLial  estimates  for  this  department, 
and  h(  re  was  another  niixcd-up  vote  for  nearly 
£7,(X)()  more.  These  amounts  should  have  been 
proposed  together,  and  the  whole  subject  should 
have  been  (iisciisscd  at  once,  insteatl  of  ou  two 
occasionH,  if  the  Minister  was  so  anxious  to 
prevent  tliis  gicat  wrong  being  douo  to  the 
colon  V. 

Mr!  TniNliULL  asked  whether  the  £10,000 
whuh  tlie  Act  gave  power  to  borrow  hod  been 
raisvd. 

Mr.  KATJ.ANCE.— No. 

Mr.  'nr.NBULL.— Then  that  would  go 
towards  the  expense  of  this  department. 

Mr.  MO.\T  w«^  understood  to  say  that  he 
hopod  the  vote  would  not  be  thrown  out.  Tlie 
department  liotl  been  practically  at  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  had  done  much  good 
witli  re},'!vrd  to  the  Agricultural  College  at 
VVhangarci.  Honourable  members  forgot  that 
the  receive  now  dedicated  to  that  purpose 
ha«l  orij-inally  been  a  reserve  for  a  high  school, 
and  liad  been  diverted  especially  to  establisli  a 
8ch(.ol  of  agriculture;  and  a  better  place  could 
not  have  been  found  for  the  estahlishmcjit  of 
8urh  a  Hcliool.  It  was  impossible  that  a  person 
who  hud  been  brought  up  in  the  cold  climate 
of  (!ji«»terbury  could  teach  people  to  grow  trees 
and  stiiti-tropical  plants. 

Mr.  SKI)I)ON  would  support  the  vote. 
Before  long  Nev;  Zealand  would  find  herself  in 
the  saui"  position  as  Victoria  if,  in  the  prime  of 
her  goMiicids,  she  did  not  take  stops  to  re})lace 
the  timber  whieh  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
in  the  working  of  goldfields.  Had  Victoria 
done  that,  she  would  have  .saved  thousands 
of  pounds  in  the  working  of  her  goldtields. 
Alre;nh,  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island  It  cost  2.->  per  cent,  more  to  work  the 
mines  throuj-^li  the  denudation  of  the  forests 
there.  It  was  necessary  to  remove  timber  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  mines  ;  but  young  trees 
ought  to  be  planted  to  take  their  place.  A 
great  mistake  had  also  been  made  by  farmers 
in  removing  the  whole  of  the  timber  from  tlieir 
lands.  So  long  as  this  money  was  expended 
in  encouraging  forestry,  establishing  schools  of 
agrieultvue,  and  distributing  plants  and  seeds, 
no  money  would  ultimately  be  more  repro- 
ductive. There  was  a  great  deal  of  limber  very 
suitable  for  railway-sleepers  and  bridge-work 
which  was  being  killed  out  year  by  year,  and 
no  steps  were  taken  to  replace  it.  They  ought 
to  ])rovide  substitutes  for  the  tirst-class  timber 
of  which  the  for«'sts  were  now  being  denuded. 

Mr.  LAKE  would  like  to  know  what  were 
the  duties  of  these  ofiicers.  Were  they  to  look 
after  forests  from  which  the  timber  had  been 
taken  away  ? — because  there  were  some  places 
now  where  the  people  were  taking  away  timber 
without  any  right  whatever.  If  put  into  the 
hands  of  tlie  local  bodies  they  would  do  the 
work  at  half  the  expense. 

Mr.  BiiUCl'^  was  surprised  at  the  opposition 
to  this  vote.  Were  honourable  members  aware 
that  the  people  of  America  were  becoming 
Mr.  W.  Jf\  Djickland 


seriously  alarmed  at  the  denudaiioc  d.  ^ 
forests,  and   becoming  ahve    to   the  ss 
for  instituting  some   means    by  whidi  tb  a 
courage  private  enterprise  in  plsunting  obes^  1 
course  we  could  not  conserve  all  oar  £c3es,a 
in  many  places  they  had  to   be  bozni  a  cs 
down  for  pastoral  purposes.       He  m^^esnas 
this  department  was  meant  to  te&ch  in*  ^e^ 
of  the  colony  what  trees  were  most  us^nlai 
also  to  show  that  from  the  climatic  pziii 
view  forestr}-  should  be  encouraged.     Scat  4 
these   votes,   such    as    that    for    fencing  iid 
others,  would  not  bo  recurrent-     He  k^^iat 
vote  would  bo  carried  intact. 

Mr.  LAKE  asked  whether  all  these  ksssp 
officers  had  been  appointed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  some  had,  buiai 
all. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  difficolo  ia 
passing  this  vote  was  that  there  had  not  bea 
any  proper  explanation  of  it,  and.  as  ii  u- 
peared  on  the  supplementary  estima-cs,  3 
seemed  as  if  it  was  only  an  afterthought. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  explained  that  the  re-5S 
for  that  was  that  the  Chief  Consexvafc-r  hai 
been  engaged  in  visiting  the  difierent  jsa^  d 
the  colony  in  order  to  prepare  his  repori;  aci 
as  soon  as  ho  returned  these  estimates  vcn 
prepared. 

JSlajor  ATKINSON  pointed  oat  that  tbs 
honourable  gentleman  had  brought  down  k 
considerable  amount  on  the  ordinary  e^tissta; 
which  was  granted,  and  no  mtimaiioE  ^a* 
given  that  a  further  sum  would  be  retyiiii^ 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  conservation  of  /ara?& 
if  it  could  bo  done  for  a  reasonable  amooui; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  go  to  this  extcss 
without  further  information.  WhaE  aid  iM 
honourable  gentleman  mean  by  **  a  seh-ci  d 
agriculture"?  He  found  from  the  repcrt  of 
the  Chief  Conservator  that  the  land  at  Uliir 
ngarei  was  unfitted  for  agriculture,  altboagui; 
was  iitted  for  certain  classes  of  trees  anJ  sesE- 
tropical  plants.  The  school  should  thercf^^ 
be  called  by  some  other  name.  In  the  sws 
estimates  £2,(K)0  had  been  voted  for  a  sch'-v^ici: 
forestry,  and  he  would  like  an  explaniUoaM 
to  the  reason  for  asking  for  this  £1,000  here. 

^Ir.  r^ALLANCE  explained  that  the  £U»J) 
was  required  for  buildings  and  otlier  expenses 
attendant  on  carrying  on  for  the  first  yeai. 
The  honourable  gentleman  would  tind  a  i^ 
explanation  of  the  subject  in  the  papers  laid  on 
the  table. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  say  that  the  Hoos* 
should  not  be  asked  to  vote  £2,000  for  a  schod 
of  forestry  on  one  set  of  estimates  and  thecb* 
asked  to  vote  another  £1,000  for  school-of-agii- 
culture  buildings  on  the  supplementary  esa- 
mates.  He  was  sure  the  honourable  member 
for  Kodney  was  not  aware  how  curiously  ^ 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  were  miiicgn^ 
these  buildings.  It  was  out  of  aU  reas^)!- 
Then,  a  director  of  the  school  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed.    What  were  his  duties  ? 

^Ir.  EALL.A.NCE  said  he  was  to  be  Manager 
of  the  School  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

Major  ATKINSON  a.sked  if  it  was  cot  atac^ 
that  they  were  only  going  to  grow  trees  tbcr* 
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Ho  would  be  obliged  to  vote  against  the  whole 
thing  if  this  was  going  to  be  made  a  school  of 
agriculture.  If  there  was  to  be  a  school  of 
forestry,  and  a  farm  for  semi-tropical  fruit 
oxilture  was  to  be  established,  he  would  vote  a 
zeasonable  sum  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  would 
not  be  a  party  to  establishing  a  school  of  sbgri- 
culture  in  that  district.  He  was  certain  that 
that  district  was  entirely  unfitted  for  agri- 
oalture.  He  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  the 
preservation  of  young  kauri-trees.  Mr.  Gamp- 
oell-Walker,  of  India,  who  visited  the  colony 
some  years  ago,  reported  that  the  kauri  would 
zeplenish  itself  if  the  ground  were  fenced  in 
and  properly  looked  after.  He  /Major  Atkinson) 
thought  great  advantage  would  result  to  the 
colony  if  money  were  spent  in  fencing  certain 
forest-lands  and  protecting  the  trees  from  fire. 
He  should,  however,  require  more  information 
before  he  could  commit  himself  to  vote  for  the 
establishment  of  a  large  and  new  State  de- 
partment. He  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  this  money 
was  to  come  out  of  loan.  It  ought  to  have 
been  on  the  public  works  estimates,  and  not  in 
these  estimates.  This  vote  was  added  up  in 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  and,  as  he  understood 
it,  the  money  was  to  be  provided  out  of  loan. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  inform  the 
Committee  how  much  would  be  necessary  in 
order  to  make  a  beginning  to  fence  and  properly 
guard  large  tracts  in  the  North  upon  which 
these  young  kauri-trees  were  growing.  So  far, 
he  should  be  happy  to  vote,  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  £3,000  for  buildings  and 
money  to  support  a  big  school  of  forestry  and 
fmit-culture. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  intended  to 
havo  a  school  of  agriculture  and  forestry  com- 
bined at  Whangarei.  The  Government  was 
informed  that  the  land  was  fit  for  agriculture. 
They  hoped  to  acquire  more  land  near  the 
present  block,  and  this  would  be  all  that  was 
required  for  a  school  of  forestry  and  agriculture. 
The  total  estimate  for  buildings  was  £1,000. 
He  could  give  the  honourable  gentleman  a 
list  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  money  was 
required  in  connection  with  the  school,  show- 
ing fencing,  putting  in  crops,  preparing  for 
crops,  and  preparing  for  forest  purposes.  It 
wotild  take  this  vote  to  start  the  school. 
With  regard  to  the  work  done  in  various  parts 
of  the  colony,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
this  department  had  not  been  completely 
organized.  Most  of  the  work  had  been  done 
during  the  last  two  months.  The  Inspector 
had  been  going  over  the  colony  and  getting 
information  with  regard  to  the  forests  of  the 
colony.  The  Act  was  only  passed  la.st  year. 
The  Government  could  not  get  this  informa- 
tion and  organize  the  department  all  at  once. 
The  vote  was  a  very  moderate  one.  With 
regard  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  had  said  about  domains,  the  Go- 
Temment  intended  to  encourage  private  enter- 
prise, and  call  upon  the  nurserymen  to  supply 
trees.  With  regard  to  the  loan  question, 
there  was  power  to  borrow  £10,000  from  loan ; 
afterwards  it  would  come  from  the  consolidated 


revenue.  The  Act  provided  that  the  income 
from  this  department  should  be  credited  to  the- 
department ;  and  this  would  be  done  in  future. 
If  the  colony  was  to  have  a  Forest  Department 
this  money  must  be  voted.  If  honourable 
members  objected  to  having  a  school  of  agri- 
culture and  forestry  combined,  they  should  say 
so,  and  strike  out  the  vote. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  Minister 
could  tell  the  Committee  what  number  of  trees 
were  being  planted  year  after  year  by  private 
enterprise  throughout  the  country.  These  nur- 
series were  producing  now  more  trees  than 
were  wanted. 

Mr.  MAGANDBEW  said  that  some  time  ago 
the  Otago  University  thought  of  establishing  a 
school  of  agriculture.  It  was  estimated  to  cost 
£2,500,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  school 
would  be  self-supporting.  He  thought  that 
something  of  the  kind  would  have  been  better 
than  the  proposal  indicated  here. 

Mr.  FISHEB  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kangitikei  that  forest-con- 
servation ought  to  be  one  of  the  first  functions 
of  the  State.  These  estimates,  however,  showed 
that,  whatever  else  had  been  done,  a  department 
had  been  created  which  for  the  first  year  would 
cost  £16,000.  He  could  understand  conserving 
the  valuable  portion  of  the  native  woods  of  the 
colony ;  and  as  to  the  rest  they  did  not  want  a 
school  of  forestry  to  teach  the  young  men  of 
the  colony  how  to  grow  American  pines.  He 
thought  that  all  that  was  sought  to  be  attained 
under  this  vote  could  be  attained  at  a  cost  of 
£3,000  per  annum.  He  objected  to  the  expense 
of  the  department  which  was  being  created,  and 
therefore  he  would  vote  to  reduce  the  amount* 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  he  supported  the 
Bill  when  it  was  before  Parliament  last  year ;. 
but  he  did  not  understand  that  they  were  to 
have  a  school  of  agriculture  established  in  a 
very  unsuitable  place.  He  was  a  thorough 
believer  in  the  conservation  of  the  forests  of 
New  Zealand.  In  Prussia  some  millions  of 
acres  of  State  forests  existed,  and  they  were  so^ 
managed  that  they  returned  to  the  State  a 
revenue  of  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds.  He  thought  that  about  8s.  per  acre 
per  annum  was  received  by  the  Prussian  Go- 
vernment for  the  right  to  hew  timber  in  the 
State  forests  there.  In  many  countries  in 
Europe,  and  also  in  America,  this  subject  was 
taking  a  prominent  place  in  the  various  Legis- 
latures. He  was  quite  prepared  to  admit  that 
certain  forests  in  New  Zealand  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected in  every  possible  manner ;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  House  was  baing  taken 
by  surprise  in  being  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  of 
agriculture  at  Whangarei,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  colony  was  in  a  position  to  vote  money  for 
that  purpose  until  there  had  been  some  further 
inquiry  as  to  the  probable  usefulness  of  such 
an  institution.  He  was  only  prepared  to  vote 
at  present  for  those  items  on  the  estimates- 
which  provided  for  the  salaries  of  the  Bangers» 
for  he  understood  that  they  were  doing  good 
work  in  the  direction  of  protecting  the  forests, 
which  existed  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  and; 
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•which  otherwise  would  be  dcHtroycd  by  fire  or 
in  oiiicr  wuvH  wantonly.  Ho  moved,  That  the 
vote  bo  rt'ducod  by  i:5,4«55. 

Sir  (I.  OliKY  thought  it  was  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether  the  House  nhould  not  take 
steps  n()t  only  to  conserve  the  forests  that 
were  still  left,  but  also  to  replace  thoKo  that 
hod  pas>ed  away  or  were  passing  away.  A 
great  deal  of  forest-land  was  private  property, 
and  when  the  forest  was  cleared  off  the  land 
became,  cc^nparatively  Rpcaking,  of  little  value. 
Now,  experiments  had  been  tried  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  kauri  was 
so  slow-growing  a  tree  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  induce  private  persoiis  to  make  plantations 
of  it.  He  fancied  that  it  took  a  nimiber  of 
hundreds  of  years  before  tlio  tree  became  of 
any  great  size  ;  and  that  consideration  would 
prevent  people  from  entering  upon  an  enter- 
prise so  remote  —  at  least,  on  a  large  scale. 
But  there  were  varieties  of  kauri  —  seven  or 
eight  of  them,  he  believed.  Some  of  these 
wore,  ordinarily  speaking,  quickly -growing 
trees,  and  they  grew  upon  the  same  poor 
land  that  the  best  kind  of  kauri  grew  upon. 
There  was  a  kind  of  kauri  grown  in  Northern 
Australia  and  Borneo  which,  he  supposed, 
grew  at  least  four  or  nve  times  as  fast  as  the 
Kew  Zealand  kauri.  He  believed  that  in 
seventy  or  eighty  years  trees  would  have  grown 
to  such  a  size  that  planks  of  valuable  timber 
could  bo  cut  out  of  them.  Certainly  the  tim- 
ber would  not  be  equal  to  the  New  Zealand 
kauri ;  but  it  would  be  of  considerable  value. 
The  tree  also  yielded  a  considerable  amount  of 
Jcauri-gum:  in  fact,  he  was  told  that  the  ex- 
jpOTi  of  kauri- gum  iErom  Borneo  was  likely  to 
become  very  great.  Then,  there  was  another 
tree — the  redwood  of  California — one  of  the 
finest  timbers  in  the  world,  which  grew  very 
well   indeed  upon  kauri-land,  and  grew   with 

•  considerable  rapidity.  In  fifty  or  sixty  years 
that  would  cut  very  good  planks  of  valuable 
timber.  And  it  wa.s  a  tree  that  did  not  require 
to  be  fenced.  It  was  a  great  consideration  to 
replace  the  forests  by  trees  which  wore  inde- 
pendent of  fencing  for  protection,  and  which 
could  not  be  permanently  injured  by  sheep  or 
cattle.  There  were  many  other  trees  he  could 
name  equally  valuable ;  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  best  way  of  approaching  this  subject 
was  to  have  a  small  work  published,  with  a 
description  of  these  trees  and  of  the  nature  of 
the  experiments  made  in  regard  to  them,  for 
the  education  of  owners  of  forest  lands  in  a 
knowledge  of  how  they  could  replace  their 
forests  at  very  little  cost  and  with  great 
probability  of  success.  He  was  afraid  that 
nothing  would  protect  the  kauri  -  forests  for 
any  great   length  of  time  unless  very   strin- 

,gent  laws  indeed  were  passed  and  put  in  force, 
becau.se  such  was  the  desire  to  make  money 
that  people  would  cut  the  trees  down.  The 
quantity  of  trees  of  that  kind  left  in  the 
hands    of    the    Government   was   very    small. 

Then  he  came  to  the  question  of  an  agricultural 
college.  He  heard  some  honourable  gentlemen 
say  tiiat  it  was  not  neccRsary  ;  but  he  believed 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  found  an 
Mr.  Hursthotiae 


}  agricaltoral  college  in  the  nor thezn  part  dSn 
Zealand,  because  unless  an  instituQand^ 
kind  were  established  you  would  never  xaos 
the  people  in  raising  olives,  TnakiT^g  vsl 
and  in  raising  many  of  the  semi-trofkcai^ 
ducts.  He  believed  that  arrowzoot  Bi^ift 
produced  here,  and  become  a  veij  mhaiii 
export.  He  therefore  hoped  that  tJie  Has 
would  permit  so  much  to  rezn&in  oc  tks  asi- 
mates  as  would  provide  for  tlie  est*bl^i^s 
on  a  small  scale  of  on  agricultar&l  ooikgL  i 
large  establishment  was  not  necessazy.  Bi 
believed  that  Whangarei  presented  a  »S  lai 
climate  very  suitable  for  the  establi^hmes  d 
a  school  of  that  kind.  He  was  noc  sure  tafci: 
was  the  best  locality ;  but  a  school  thece  wsM. 
be  of  great  advantage,  and  therefore  he  trastd 
the  House  would  give  a  sufficient  sob  « 
allow  of  the  school  being  established. 

^Ir.  Hursthouse's  amendment  negatifcd. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  BnehsBu'i 
amendment  to  redaoe  the  vote  by  £3,500. 
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Atkinson 

Tiake 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Beetham 

Locke 

Trimble 

Bryce 

Macandrew 

Wakefidd 

Coiaolly 

Macarthur 

Wilson. 

Dodson 

Montgomery 

Duncan 

O'Callaghan 

TeUers, 

Fergus 

Rolleston 

Buchanan 

Fisher 

Sutter 
Noes.  33 

RicharddOD,  (?. 

Ballance 

McMillan 

Smith 

B.-Bradshaw 

Moat 

Steward,  W.  J» 

Bruce 

^loss 

Stewart,  W.D, 

Buckland,  W.F.  Newman 

Stout 

Codman 

O'Conor 

Tole 

Cowan 

Parata 

Tumbull 

Fitzherbert 

Peacock 

Vogel 

Froser 

Pyke 

Walker. 

Grey 

Reese 

TelUn. 

Hursthouse 

Richardson, 

E.  Brown 

Larnach 

Seddon 

Hobbs. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Paibs. 

For. 

Again^. 

Barron 

Lanoe 

Buckland,  J.  0. 

Guinness 

Fulton 

Levestam 

Hislop 

Samuel 

Whyte. 

Grace. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  the 
vote  be  reduced  by  £2,000. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Vote,  £6,884,  agreed  to. 

Public  Trust  Accoukt. 
Public  Trust  Office,  £145,  agreed  to. 

Government  Insurance  Account. 

Salaries,  £27,852  2s. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  would  like  to  have  it  ex- 
plained how  it  was  that,  while  the  Pistol 
Agents  in  Christchuroh  and  AucJdand  werepu^ 
only  £450  per  annum,  the  District  Mana^ 
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sli,  lie  presumed,  was  the  same  office  in 
LecLixi — received  £800,  and  also,  he  helieved, 
larajatee  of  £200  on  commissions. 
Ir  J*.  YOGEL  said  the  sums  put  down  were 
schlAries  received  by  the  officers ;  but  over 
I  &bove  that  they  received  commission. 
iolonel  TRIMBLE  wished  do  know  why 
ro  sliould  be  the  difference  in  the  salaries. 
Mt  J.  VOGEL  said  Mr.  Driver  received 
}0  CL  year.  The  history  of  that  appointment 
I  l>oen  so  often  told  that  he  supposed  the 
•use  did  not  wish  him  to  enter  into  particu- 
By  'which  would  be  found  in  the  evidence 
:ezi  before  the  Select  Committee  and  in 
)  report  which  was  laid  before  the  policy- 
Iders  at  their  last  annual  meeting.  The 
Qkrd  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  some  one 
I>ariedin,  the  affairs  of  the  Otago  District  re- 
iring  an  appointment  of  the  kind.  They 
XD.d  no  one  else  they  thought  suitable,  and 
r.  Driver  received  the  appointment,  and  an 
recment  was  entered  into  that  the  salary 
ould  be  at  the  rate  of  £800  a  year,  with  a 
mmission.  The  Committee  was  asked  to 
4e  in  accordance  with  the  engagements  as 
Ley  stood  at  present.  He  might  say  that  the 
unedin  District  contained  nearly  one-fourth 
!  the  whole  of  the  policy-holders  when  the 
ppointment  was  made;  and  the  business 
us  not  then  progressing  satisfactorily.  ]Mr. 
^river's  duties  were  the  same  as  those  of  the 
ther  agents  referred  to. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  would  like  to  know  if  it 
ras  the  intention  to  discharge  the  officers  at 
he  other  places,  who  were  not  worth  the 
jnount  the  manager  at  Dunedin  received.  If 
he  duties  were  of  a  similar  character  they 
?ould  warrant  a  payment  of  a  like  salary  if 
ifficiently  performed,  and  he  thought  those 
)laces  were  as  much  entitled  to  good  manage- 
ment as  Dunedin. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wished  to  know  if,  be- 
fore the  late  Board  ceased  to  exist,  the  salaries 
of  the  department  were  raised  all  round  to  a 
jrery  large  extent — to  an  extent  of  50  per  cent, 
in  many  cases — and  whether  it  was  intended 
that  the  salaries  should  remain  ebs  raised  by 
the  Board. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  salaries  had  been 
very  largely  increased  in  many  cases,  and  some 
of  them  were  very  high.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  reversing  the  action 
of  the  Board  at  present,  as  the  Board  still  ex- 
isted, and  it  would  be  a  very  invidious  duty  for 
him  to  perform ;  but  the  Committee  should 
understand  there  were  a  number  of  highly-paid 
officers  receiving  very  much  larger  salaries  than 
they  had  when  the  Association  was  handed  over 
to  the  Board.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for 
him  to  explain  the  intention  of  the  Government 
in  future  as  to  the  carrying-on  of  this  depart- 
ment. It  had  been  said  that  the  attention  of 
a  Minister  should  be  entirely  given  to  the  As- 
fiociation  or  to  the  department,  or  it  could  not 
be  worked  effectively.  The  Government  were 
not  in  a  position  to  allow  of  the  entire  attention 
of  a  Minister  being  devoted  to  the  management 
of  the  department;  but  they  were  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  interpose  between 


the  Commissioner  and  the  Minister  who  had 
charge  of  the  department  some  one  who,  in  the 
character  of  an  Under-Secretary,  would  take^ 
charge  of  and  bring  before  the  Minister  the 
business,  and  act  in  the  same  way  as  Under- 
Secretaries  acted  in  other  cases  with  other  de- 
partments. Honourable  members  might  have 
noticed  that  at  the  top  of  the  estimates  ap- 
peared the  salaries  of  an  actuarial  branch,  and 
the  Actuary  had  the  title  attached  to  him  of 
"  Actuary  and  Government  Statist."  He  waa 
not  prepared  to  speak  positively  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  thought  the  course  they  would 
adopt  would  be  to  make  the  actuarial  branch  a 
branch,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Government  proper. 
The  Actuary,  who  was  a  man  of  very  great 
ability — he  might  say  of  commanding  ability — 
would  be  in  the  position  of  Government  Statist 
and  Actuary,  and  would  communicate  between 
the  Minister  and  the  Conmiissioner ;  so  that  by 
that  means  he  believed  they  would  have  a 
larger  and  more  thorough  supervision  than 
they  had  previously  had ;  and  the  Actuary^ 
being  a  man  who  had  very  great  knowledge 
in  matters  relating  to  life  insurance,  would 
give  a  larger  amount  of  assistance  to  the  Minis* 
ter  over  the  department  than  ho  would  other- 
wise receive.  At  present  they  were  charging 
the  whole  of  his  salary  to  the  Gk>vemment  In- 
surance Account ;  but  he  foresaw  that  at  somo 
future  time  it  might  be  possible  to  amalgamate 
the  department  of  the  Registrar- General  with 
this,  and  save  a  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
pense, whilst  they  might  be  able  to  carry  out 
the  wish  which  had  often  been  expressed  in  the 
House  that  the  system  of  statistics  should  be 
put  on  an  analogous  footing  to  the  system 
carried  out  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria.  He 
could  only  sicetch  out  briefly  the  view  he  had 
in  mind  ;  and  honourable  members  would  un- 
derstand that  he  could  not  fully  elaborate  it. 
As  to  proposing  any  reductions,  lie  did  not 
feel  that  it  would  be  right  for  him  to  take  upon 
himself  any  such  responsibility,  especially  as 
he  was  still  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  would 
remain  so  until  the  department  was  taken  over. 
He  would  give  honourable  members  particulars, 
if  they  wished  to  know  them,  of  any  of  the 
salaries  that  had  been  raised  since  the  Associa- 
tion was  in  charge  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  what  were  the  terms 
of  the  engagement  of  the  District  Manager  at 
Dunedin.  When  did  the  engagement  ter- 
minate ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  believed  there  was  no  special 
time  named.  The  engagement  was  that  the 
salary  should  be  £800,  and  that  during  the  first 
year  he  should  be  paid  a  commission  not  less 
than  £200.  After  that  the  commission  would  be 
whatever  he  succeeded  in  obtaining.  Ho  be- 
lieved a  month's  notice  would  have  to  be  given 
of  termination  of  agreement. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  to  test  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  would  move  a  reduction  of  £1,000. 
They  should  reduce  the  vote  by  that  amount  aa 
an  intimation  to  the  Government  that  the 
House  did  not  agree  with  the  increases  made 
by  the  Board.  In  several  towns  he  saw  re- 
sident agents  employed  where  he  thought  the 
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•old  system  of  having  the  work  done  by  Post- 
maKters  should  be  risv^rted  to. 

Sir  J.  VOGHL  said  ho  had  not  had  time  at 
present  to  consider  the  uiutccr  so  as  to  take 
the  res}X)nsibihty  of  making;  the  alterations 
at  pruM-nt;  but  next  year,  when  he  brought 
do>^n  the  estimates,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
take  that  responsibility.  He  did  not  know 
•what  the  objoct  was  of  striking  out  i-l.CXX),  and 
he  tljouf-ht  if  It  wore  carried  there  unj;ht  bo  a 
dittu-ultv  in  fuliiliing  the  en<^:igcments  of  the 
derartir.cnt. 

Sir.  SKI) DON  said  th»'ro  was  no  explanation 
of  the  fact  tliat  tlie  a.<(nt  at  C'hristchurch  got 
i:4U),  >\hih'  the  Jiuiiodin  agont  was  getting 
JtMK);  and  he  thou;:ht  the  positiouK  of  those 
oltK-rrs  might  vory  well  be  compariMl.  He  un- 
dci^toiiil  tlie  C'()itnni^sit)ni'r  h:ul  had  his  salary 
intrr:iMd  from  iMKJ  to  i:l,(HK)  since  ttic  Asso- 
ciation \wts  foinicd.  lie  thonj^lit  they  could  do 
away  with  the  agencies  at  Najucr,  Waiiganui, 
Timarii,  Oainr.ru.  and  Invercaigill. 

Sir  J.  VOiiKIi  said  the  use  of  the  Post  Office 
vas  entirely  in  arcoitianeo  witii  his  views  and 
inteiilicuis,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  sec.  As  to 
the  aj;«  ncics  in  the  towns  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara,  they  were 
BUceeMiiiig  very  well,  and  he  liul  not  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  make  a  change,  so  that 
he  would  not  like  to  pledge  himself  to  it  at  pre- 
sent. He  wa>  not  hiiuj-rlf  in  favour  of  uo  large 
a  u.'^e  of  camassiijg  as  the  C)lhceis<)f  the  depart- 
ment or  the  Committee  recommended;  but  he 
would  not  reduce  it  unless  tliere  was  a  direct 
intimutmn  to  that  u-nectfrom  I'urliannjnt.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  twenty-five 
thousand  ix)l icy-holders  throrghout  the  colony 
ought  to  be  made  use  of  by  tlie  department, 
and  if  they  received  a  small  commission  they 
might  a<ld  largely  to  the  business. 

Iklr.  HO  BBS  was  quite  sure  the  Committee 
■could  not  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
reducing  these  items  on  the  estimates  without 
their  being  particularized.  Some  unfortunate 
secretary  or  clerk  would  be  made  a  scapegoat. 

Iklr.  TUKNBULL  moved,  That  the  first  item, 
**  Commissioner,  JtoiK),"  be  reduced  by  £100, 
which  would  make  his  salary  equal  to  what  it 
was  before  the  department  was  taken  over  by 
the  Association. 

^Ir.  HATCH  supported  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  membtr  for  Kumara.  If  they  voted 
for  the  reduction  of  separate  items  it  would 
fiiraply  result  in  a  wa>te  of  time.  He  hoped 
the  Ciovcniment  would  see  the  importance  of 
gohig  back  to  the  Post  Ollice  to  do  the  work  to 
A  great  extent.  He  ventured  to  think  that  a 
great  saving  won  hi  thereby  be  elTected.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  did  m^t  move  a  reduction  of  £ii,oOO. 

iNIr.  0'c:ALLA(lilAN  liopod  the  Committee 
would  allow  the  estimates  to  go  through,  as  they 
were  for  only  six  months,  and  there  was  no  in- 
formation before  the  Committee  to  enable  them 
to  reduce  particular  items.  The  Treasurer  hod 
assured  them  that  when  ho  came  down  with 
the  estimates  next  year  he  would  endeavour  to 
make  the  salaries  somewhat  the  same  as  before 
the  Association  was  formed. 


Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  to  vitUn*  k 
motion,  becaase  be  did  not  wish  to  impoiiii 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  foe  Kq 
If  carried,  he  hoped  the  reduction  vonMijv 
all  round,  and  not  simply  to  onfoitoiute  dcol 
He  wished  to  see  the  salaries  placed  uaorf 
as  possible  as  they  were  befure  the  depanvt 
was  hande<l  over  to  the  Association. 

Sir  J.  VOGKL  said  that  if  the  OmaaM 
pointed  to  any  specific  reductions  havo^i  ' 
course,  make  them  in  accordance  «ith  tba 
recommendation .  Speaking  generaUj  rrpis. ai 
whole  matter,  it  seemed  to  bim  that,  ts  on 
were  taking  over  the  department  on  verr  shaft 
notice,  and  as  those  otficers  had  been  led  ti 
believe  that  those  salaries  would  last^asaddo 
reduction  would  cause  a  great  de&lof  diattfr 
faction.  He  should  vote  against  redactioi  « 
any  item.  At  the  same  time,  if  any  reda^tias 
were  to  be  made,  be  should  much  p?efet  vat 
the  Committee  should  decide  tacm  than  that  ] 
he  should  be  given  a  mere  geucral  directiaii:f 
reduce  the  total  amount  by  £1,(X!0,  thus  thre* 
ing  on  him  the  onus  of  making  reJacuoosM 
some  and  not  from  others.  He  would  aas 
take  the  vote  as  it  stood  now,  bt  can?e  the  cS^^ 
would  consider  they  wore  entitled  to  :b« 
salaries  agreed  to  be  given  them  for  this  wu, 
at  any  rate.  If  £1,000  was  to  be  tal£ciioff.i«? 
should  like  the  itoms  to  be  specinca'iv  saiai 
As  to  the  Postmasters  doing  tlie  work,  beiK* 
that  when  this  work  was  taken  from  tbeiESWK 
increases  of  salaries  had  been  given  to  coapo- 
sate  for  the  commission  taken  awaj.  Tbe 
whole  subject  of  again  putting  the  woikcatx 
Postmasters,  and  the  emoluments  they  sjsvsii 
receive  as  salary  and  commission,  vozjfi  R- 
quire  careful  consideration,  and  he  coaii  as 
speak  on  it  now,  because  he  had  not  sumeisasly 
considered  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  Committee 
would  take  the  advice  of  the  TrcasuKr,  ibI 
pass  the  vote  as  it  stood,  as  far  as  salark?«a« 
concerned.  They  had  not  sufficient  infotnur 
tion  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  the  >mbjea 
otherwise,  as  the  Committee  had  deaiJ  lEiy 
with  the  general  question  of  the  reorganiratMC 
of  the  department.  It  would  be  miwL«,«^ 
out  proper  consideration  and  infonnfi-fsi.  * 
take  from  the  Treasurer  the  respwisibilTty  a 
dealing  with  these  matters.  These  saUns 
had  been  increased,  and  it  would  be  an*« 
of  the  Committee  to  toko  upon  Itself  suddcnjy 
to  reduce  them.  Next  year  the  Tr^^ 
would  be  respon.sible  for  tho  votes  pr(Jp<»»» 
and  would  be  able,  after  full  considencoa, 
to  give  reasons  for  each  item.  Under  an  i* 
thority  given  by  Parliament,  these  oSceisl* 
been  given  increases  of  salar>',  and  ^^^ 
no  idea  when  the  salaries  were  increased  tW 
the  Act  would  be  repealed,  and  the  officers  M« 
naturally  been  led  to  expect  that  the  incrase 
would  be  secure  to  them  for  this  year  »t  ib! 
rate,  and  no  doubt  they  thought  muchlflaj 
He  hoped  the  vote  would  be  passed  a«  it  st«^ 
and  that  would  leave  the  Committee  fwe to »» 
such  action  as  it  thought  fit  next  ye«^-  ^ 
would  like  the  item  of  ^4,000  for  baadfflg » 
Auckland  explained.      He  did  not  think  V^ 
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'were  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  buildings  this 
:yeajr. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  is  a  separate  vote. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  as  to  handing  the 
.^Vgency  business  back  to  the  post-offices,  he 
knew  that  in  many  cases  the  Postmasters 
made  most  efficient  agents ;  but  in  many  cases 
tho  Postmasters  had  too  much  other  work  to 
^o  the  agency  work  well  and  as  it  ought  to  be 
•done,  and  of  course  this  was  in  places  where 
there  was  the  most  agency  work  to  do.  Where 
^he  Postmaster  could  do  the  work  well,  and 
without  inconvenience  and  to  the  detriment  of 
his  other  duties,  it  was  desirable  that  the  Post- 
master should  be  the  agent ;  but  in  many 
towns  it  webs  absolutely  necessary  to  have  in- 
dependent agents  if  the  work  was  to  be  pro- 
perly carried  on. 

Mr.  O'GONOB  thought  it  would  be  useless, 
.and  a  great  waste  of  time,  to  vote  on  each  parti- 
cular item,  as  some  members  seemed  to  wish, 
-and  he  therefore  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  the  vote  on  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
first  item  by  £100  as  an  instruction  to  reduce 
all  the  salaries  to  the  former  amounts.  Many 
honourable  members,  ho  believed,  wished  the 
Government  to  be  so  directed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  he  would  take  any 
•direction  the  Committee  chose  to  give  him. 
He  was  obliged  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  for  stating  his  views  as  to  the 
post-offices,  as  they  ran  in  accordance  with 
his  own,  though  he  had  not  had  much  ex- 
]>erienoe  in  the  matter  of  late  years.  He 
-quite  agreed  that  it  was  only  in  some  places 
that  the  agency  could  be  undertaken  by  the 
Postmasters.  As  to  taking  a  vote  on  the  first 
item  as  an  instruction  to  reduce  all  salaries, 
he  would  point  out  that  the  salary  of  the 
Commissioner  had  been  raised  from  £800  to 
£1,000 ;  that  of  the  Secretary  and  Accountant 
from  £500  to  £750 ;  that  of  the  Inspector  of 
-Canvassers  from  £400  to  £650;  and  that  of 
the  Actuary  from  £600  to  £800.  If  the  whole 
-of  these  increases  were  taken  ofi,  it  would 
be  doing  an  injustice  to  some  of  the  old 
officers,  because  the  business  had  largely  in- 
•creased,  and  it  would  be  taking  too  much  off. 
It  was  a  question  whether  something  should 
not  be  taken  o£E ;  but  to  return  bodily  to 
the  old  salaries  would  be  doing  an  injus- 
tice. The  proposed  reduction  on  tho  first 
item  would  mean  a  reduction  of  that  officer's 
-salary  at  the  rate  of  £200  a  year  from  the 
1st  October  next ;  and  that  would  be  a  harsh 
measure.  He  thought,  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  the  salaries  should  run 
4i8  they  were  to  the  end  of  the  year.  He 
fihould  vote  against  any  reductions ;  but,  if  he 
were  directed  to  reduce  all  salaries  as  from 
the  1st  October,  he  should  follow  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee,  though  still  thinking  it 
a  very  harsh  measure.  They  would  then  be 
-taking  the  department  over  in  a  state  of  dis- 
content that  might  be  almost  amounting  to 
mutiny — all  the  chief  officers  would  be  dis- 
-contented  at  the  making  of  the  change  and 
the  making  of  such  large  reductions  as  this 
-would  amount  to.    He  felt  that  it  would  be 


far  better  that  his  assurance  should  be  ac- 
cepted that,  if  the  present  salaries  were  allowed 
to  go  on  to  the  Slst  March  next,  the  officers 
would  be  made  to  clearly  understand  that  after 
that  date  their  salaries  would  be  subject  to 
whatever  action  Parliament  might  think  it 
desirable  to  take. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  regretted  that  he  had  not 
that  great  amount  of  faith  in  the  Treasurer 
that  would  enable  him  to  believe  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  make  any  reduction  in 
those  amounts  unless  he  received  a  distinct  in- 
timation from  the  House  that  he  must  do  so. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  not  an  econo- 
mical man — he  never  had  been,  and  he  (Mr. 
Conolly)  did  not  suppose  he  ever  would  be; 
and  if  they  allowed  this  vote  to  pass  without 
any  reduction  it  would  be  quoted  against  them 
next  year,  and  they  would  be  told  then  that 
the  very  items  on  which  reductions  might  then 
be  proposed  were  passed  the  year  before  without 
a  hostile  vote.  He  agreed  to  a  certain  cxtont 
that  there  was  an  objection  to  takhig  the  vote 
salary  by  salary.  He  very  much  preferred 
that  they  should  carry  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara;  and  a  re- 
duction of  £1,000  on  the  total  might  bo  made 
without  affecting  a  single  salary  or  doing  an 
injustice  to  any  one ;  because,  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  thought  it  would  be  an  injustice  to 
reduce  any  salary  before  tho  Slst  March  nuxt, 
it  might  be  taken  o£E  tho  item  for  buildings 
at  Auckland,  which  he  did  not  suppose  were 
going  to  be  erected  during  the  next  twelve 
months.  Let  the  honourable  gentleman  take  a 
reduction  of  £1,000  as  an  indication  from  the 
Committee  that  they  thought  the  expenses  w«;io 
increasing  at  an  enormous  rate — a  rate  very 
unsatisfactory  to  the  policy-holders  and  also  to 
the  taxpayers.  He  had  been  informed  that  tho 
total  expenses  last  year  amounted  to  £39,000, 
and  that  the  amounts  now  proposed  were  at  tho 
rate  of  £50,000  a  year  at  least.  He  could  not 
conceive  what  possible  necessity  there  was  for 
increasing  the  already  very  large  expenditure 
by  the  great  amount  of  £11,000  a  year.  Ho 
certainly  hoped  that  the  Committee  would  not 
vote  item  by  item,  but  would  carry  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  as 
an  indication  to  the  Treasurer  that  they  be- 
lieved tho  total  amount  was  far  more  than 
ought  to  be  asked  for  for  the  department. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  motion  of  tho 
honourable  member  for  Kumara,  if  carried, 
would  be  an  indication  that  the  House  ex- 
pected that  a  reduction  should  be  made,  and 
that  the  salaries  should  be  reduced  all  round 
where  it  could  be  done  without  injury  to  the 
service.  For  instance,  there  were  Managers  at 
Dunedin,  Christohurch,  and  at  Auckland,  who 
all  had  similar  duties  to  perform.  The  duties 
at  Dunedin  were  not  more  severe  than  those 
in  Christohurch  or  Auckland,  and  therefore  tho 
salaries  ought  to  be  equalized.  He  would  vote 
for  the  reduction  by  £1,000.  He  would  ask 
what  the  Treasurer  meant  to  do  with  the  vote 
of  £4,000  for  buildings. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  agreed  with  tho  honour- 
able memher  for  Lincoln  that  the  salaries  and 
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otfc«.r  wTtr  r<rff  r.u  fthould  be  left  ercr  far  bz 
lit'  ?.::.» 

Mr  of.AM.^'iHAN  th— .?Lt  the  Tres^^'w 
hvl  T».'*'.\*^A  h  4*:.',t*:L.t  u.iii^i*,n.  fr:*m  trit 
C</ir«zr..tt<.'e  a«  to  t£.e  red'^^u^n  c/f  lalAneft.  lee- 

r»/.MM:.«  r,  i#d   A   rtducii'-n.     \\  iiAt   tne  Tre*- 
fiT*:T  '.   v-M  t^^  '"'o  wai  to  -tart  fr>m  the  faasit  of 


pcrse<d  i  i  r*«-  ":-:_■=-   :«.-ra.5«e  ta 


I  s.^ce  t:*  ^--ijrr*    t»^s  : 


li.*-  »a 


U:f  re  the  A>^-' »'*t::ii  w^s  lonz-fA^ 


mtid  u,*r*h.'*  XLt-^t  hM  tlie  bj<ir«««ft  mcre&Aed. 
arj'i  n  ^i  f  L:.rt  fr^m  the  pre»ent  l«.«is. 

Mr  IMTHANAN  ft&il  tbe  BtAtcment  that 
tl'T*-  WM  not  iiufficieiit  iLf,fTiiaii'jn  to  ctal 
u.t.i  ti.'.M;  J.^'ire*  would  not  h/A  water  wLen 
I...  V  If.  £f  i  at  the  m^quaiitv  in  the  Tar.'.*:' 
%\:.i:.>  I'lX'  hjnonratle  gtntlerain  hinnelf 
\'  ii  ^  ••  •  •  « i,».  II:  stance  when  he  ha/i  ^a  i  if.a:  the 
ii.  I  ■  •  .  *•.  -a.ar>-  had  U-en  rai-s/d  frcin  i:4<X>  to 
£'*>#  Ii.f  Iij -iH^ctor  of  PrJ^•  0:::cea  had  on;y 
i.«'^>.  a!.  1  It  \»aji  well  known  «ijat  a  nuc^ber  of 
fl..ti»-  -A  I  n;  thruHt  apr^n  that  a*  partmi-nt.  and 
i\n'  •  :.  rn.  n^  amount  of  work  the  In«p--c:or 
liU'i  •  »  j.^'.  tljro'.iKh  ;  yet  he  rtcci\c-<i  JtlV)  kss 
tl  .Lh  '.  .'i^  ;)i.<i  to  the  lu-pector  of  this  branch, 
ilc  W'.u.'l  \(/t4;  for  tiic  amendment  of  the 
I:  'Mouiabif:  iiifinberfor  Kumara. 

Mr.  FI > If r.H  f]id  not  intend  to  toach  any 
v'n.irt>\t  ru  (i  fifjint;  but  he  would  Uke  to  call 
at*«  ntion  to  one  little  it4^ni  which  had  excited 
111*  rnri.»*itv — namely,  the  £150  to  be  voted  as 
r<  iiiMiji  rati  .»!i  for  the  throe  ofTjcial  directors. 
]((;  believed  that  tliift  payment  was  to  be  made 
111  cou'sf  f{iu:jif'ii  of  the  felatement  made  by  the 
Tnuiunr  to  the  Insurance  Inquiry  Committee 
thdt  thc'Ke  grritlemen  had  constantly  attended 
thf  trun'Uiiii^  of  the  Finance  Committee  of 
th«-  lioard.  Ai:ain,  reading  the  evidence  taken 
bcfnjf  that  Committee,  he  came  across  an 
aiiiu»ii.g  }rit«-rc'han^e  of  question  and  answer 
bctwc'.ji  the  lionourablo  member  for  Akaroa 
and  tlio  I'rtniii'r.  The  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  askod  whether  it  was  poKsible  for  these 
lii^'li  ottifiaN,  after  giving  their  attention  to 
tlii^  v.nrk  liigltt  after  night,  to  attend  properly 
U)  tlitir  own  (hi ties.  The  answer  to  all  that 
was  that  thc'V  did  not  attend  at  all.  Mr.  Gavin 
ccrt.'Liuly  did  attend,  but  the  other  two  did  not. 
The  ])r()p()sal  n»ally  excited  his  risible  faculties. 
It  WHS  a  curious  thing  that  this  remuneration 
should  be  given  to  tliese  gentlemen,  who  were 
really  not  a  copper  out  of  pocket,  and  that 
nothing  whatever  should  be  given  to  an  elected 
member  who  had  juBt  spent  £150  on  his  elec- 
tion ill  order  to  represent  the  policy-holders  on 
the  Hoard.  Ho  did  not  ask  that  any  of  them 
should  be  paid.  He  only  called  attention  to 
the  fact,  to  \x)u\t  out  the  anomaly. 

Sir  J.  VO'^JKIj  might  explain  that  this  vote 
was  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  which  had 
been  come  to  over  and  over  again  by  the 
Board,  and  he  believed  the  honourable  member 
himself  agreed  to  pass  a  measure  through  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation. 

Mr.  FISHER  had  been  asked  to  do  so,  but 
declined. 

Sir  J.  VOGETj  Raid  his  recollection  was 
different  from  that  of  the  honourable  member ; 
but,  at  all  events,  the  honourable  member  sup- 
Jlr,  Peacock 
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th'ia.     H*  L^z  ct':l-^':m 
r*.  CO  tie    fr-^-trL     H-* 
that   the  (Lrr^iir?   w«r£   aisijei  19  ■ 
ti^  the  €r^   zc  i_«  y€xr.K  S*  ia«! 
th*T  s'r. :  -  i  re:*:xfc  a=.   ms^-^  ff*^ 
the'S:-r.:«?r-  -^ZjITmL  r_i.f  i=i:r»ai  bsi 
w^se.  and  ir-i:  :-«  w-w  i  SJkvt.  to  ^ft 
the  pcrp-***.   H*  r.*.£  tclIj  rKcrrec  tiui 
w.tr.*:a  tre  la.<  U'r  tl'.-zsC  astiwtitiaii 
loo  iat«  :c  i:  i-iTiLirs  rhas  jrmr.    Wafe 
to  the  prtpc***-:  erj*— i^r=3«  z&  tie 
bai^iir  *,  t*  :•-  -tTtri  ih#  f.M'-i  sii 
were  rrvparei.  ari  thai  a  vtrr  goodbci^ 
coul  i*  be  placed  oo  ti^*  tew  ««.  Iraai  *» 
a  vcnr  frJr  rfTifTi-e  wzzL-z  be  rpcMTei  sm* 
civing  the  J€  pan^-cnt  rrrper  gSos  it  ia* 
land,  w  hich  i't  Li-i.  ncz  at  present.    He  soa^ 
rtcommc:,  :tri  that  rc4«  to  ld€  Hccse.  CeiJ 
back  to  the  q-ie^iion  of  red=cia^  stM&m 
m;cht  say  that  he  was  in  this  poaitaa:  aj 
thrre   were   some   of  the  iDcreaat«»^f 
did  not  approve  of,  altbcai?fa  he  §eeef»e&^ 
decision  of  the  R:>ard-    If'  thj  Hok  i^ 
upon  him   the  responi-ibilitr  of  msksif  t» 
reductions   it  wcuid  place  him  in  *  ^^ 
vidious  position.    Besides  that,  be  thcKChi » 
the   salaries  of  these  officeis  si'oald  na  « 
for  the  twelve  months.    He  would  thai  cua 
the  officers  of  the  decision  of  the  Hoo«-  » 
would  not  enter  into  pezsonal  msttes.  i» 
honourable  member  for  Picicn  was  consaJSJ 
attacking  him  personally.     Kevertbi-.'^J^ 
honourable  gentleman  had  probably  »s  ^  • 
opinion  of  his  abilitier,  as  Treasurer  *s  «=  ■* 
of  the  abilities  of  the  honourable  gentles* • 
A ttomey-Geneial.    Kach  must  be  left  to  ff» 
tain  his  own  opinion. 

Mr.  FISHER  would  ask  honouftble^ 
men  to  understand  that  he  had  naCO^ffiJ* 
this  matter  of  paying  the  official  diK«a 
and  had  only  called  attention  to  the  »w^ 
which  existed  as  between  them  and  tfcc  eCse 
directors. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  wish  it  .^** 
understood  that  he  had  expressed  anT  op^ 
in  favour  of  a  reduction  of  salaries.  ^*TS 
feel  himself  free  to  jadge  next  year  ww^ 
they  should  be  reduced  or  not.  \Vbe»  *T 
in  office  he  had  great  difficulty  in  Bttfl^ 
good  officers,  because  they  were  paid  ^*2 
less  than  the  officers  of  other  "*stitutioi&*^ 
as  soon  as  good  men  were  trained  by  v» 
vermnent  Insurance  Department  ^^ 
offices  took  them  away.  He  warned  thflHj** 
that  if  this  department  was  to  be  na** 
success    they   must    pay    salaries  soiB^ 


they  must  pay  smeuico  "-^^^ 
similar  to  those  paid  by  other  oflScei  ^  ., 
regard  to  canvassing  he  wished  to  say  tlw 
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&ce  left  off  canvassing  it  Twould  fail 
y  as  a  Qovemment  insurance  office. 
'waB  no  doubt  it  would  get  the  large 
Kioes,  which  wanted  the  best  security; 
&o  smaller  ones  would  certainly  be  lost 
»r  offices  canvassed  for  them  and  if  this 
did  not.  He  regretted  to  hear  that  the 
intended  to  give  a  greater  amount  of 
ission  for  larger  insurances,  because  he 
Ht  in  a  national  office  that  was  a  mistake, 
it  would  encourage  the  agents  to  get  the 
'  insurances  and  not  the  smaller  ones; 
be  object  of  the  department  should  be  to 
t&e  whole  population  insured  if  possible. 
8  well  known  that  the  agents  would  work 
tlie  table  which  gave  the  greatest  amount 
cnxnission.  If  they  gave  an  agent  a  small 
ntage  on  one  table  which  would  bring 
in  more  commission  than  a  large  one 
mother  table,  they  would  find  that  all  the 
Less  was  on  the  one  that  brought  in  the 
commission,  the  fact  being  that  the  pub- 
id  not  understand  the  matter  well  them- 
s,  and  took  the  word  of  the  agent  for  it. 
koped  there  would  be  no  lack  of  canvassing, 
that  the  greater  commission,  if  any,  would 
iven  on  the  smaller  amounts  insured.  He 
r  that  the  officials  in  insurance  offices  did 
like  that,  because  it  reduced  the  averages  of 
policies,  and  because  the  smaller  policies 
not  return  as  much  for  bonuses.  Those 
insured  with  the  Government  office  should 
:  rather  to  the  absolute  security  than  to 
e  bonuses. 

LT.  SEDDON  said  the  main  point  hod  not 
1  touched  at  all.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
the  case  that  at  the  recent  poll  of  policy- 
iers  tlieso  voted  for  returning  the  control  of 
institution  to  the  Government  distinctly 
the  understanding  that  no  increase  should 
made  in  the  expenses,  but  that  reductions 
uld  be  made.  Now  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
1  the  salaries  should  remain  as  they  were, 
I  next  year  he  would  see  what  could  bo 
le.  It  was  not  the  position  of  the  officers  of 
I  department  that  should  be  considered,  but 
vas  rather  a  question  of  restoring  confidence  ; 
3  i%  was  necessary  that  this  reduction  should 
made,  as  an  indication  that  Parliament, 
vin^  taken  back  the  control  of  the  institution, 
s  determined  that  it  should  be  conducted  in 
)  interests  of  the  colony.  That  was  why  he 
>ved  for  a  reduction.  He  was  quite  sure,  if 
t  Colonial  Treasurer  told  the  officers  who 
trc  reduced  that  it  was  the  wish  of  Parlia- 
wt,  they  would  at  once  submit. 
Hr.  Tumbull's  amendment  withdrawn. 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £1,000." 

Ayes,  33. 
arron  Duncan 

.•Bradshaw     Fraser 
tyco  Grace 

ttckland,  J.  C  Hatch 
ucklanti.W.P.  Hursthouse 
onoUy  Kerr 

lowan  Lake 

H)diion  Macandrew 
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Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzie,  J. 
•  Montgomery 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Farata 
Pyke 


Richardson,  G.  Trimble  Tellers. 

Steward,  W.  J.  TumbuU  Buchanan 

Sutter  Wilson*  Seddon. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Noes,  18. 
Atkinson  Larnach  Bichardson,  E. 

Ballanoe  Moss  Tole 

Beetham  Newman  Vogel. 

Bruce  Peacock  Tellers. 

Hobb«  Pearson  Moat 

Johnston  Beid  Walker. 

Lance 

Paibs. 
For,  Againsi. 

Grace  Whyte 

Guinness  Mitchelson 

Levestam  Fulton 

O'Callaghan  Fergus 

Samuel.  Hislop. 

Majority  for,  15. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  an  explanation 
from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  as  to  what  lie  under- 
stood as  the  result  of  the  division.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Treasurer  could  take  this  money 
out  of  the  building  vote  if  he  liked.  He  hoped 
that  there  would  be  no  indiscriminate  reduc- 
tion of  salaries,  as  that  meant  that  the  best 
men  would  quickly  leave  the  department,  while 
the  bad  men  would  be  only  too  glad  to  remain. 
He  knew  a  great  deal  about  this  institution^ 
and  had  before  seen  the  effects  of  this  sort  of 
thing.  He  could  quite  understand  other  com- 
panies liking  this;  but  the  efficiency  of  the 
office  would  be  perfectly  undermined  if  they 
reduced  the  salaries  of  efficient  officers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  efficiency  of  the 
office  would  be  undermined  if  they  appointed 
unsuitable  officers. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  understood  that  it  was  not 
intended  that  he  should  make  a  reduction  in 
all  the  increases  that  had  been  proposed.  He 
took  the  division  as  an  expression  o2  opinion 
that  the  Government  should  be  reminded  of 
the  desire  of  the  policy-holders  that  the  Asso- 
ciation should  bo  more  cheaply  conducted. 
He  took  it  as  an  indication  from  the  Commit*- 
tee  that,  although  they  did  not  sustain  all  the 
increases  that  had  been  made,  the  Government 
was  not  to  make  a  reduction  in  all  the  items; 
and  he  would  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  wishes 
of  the  Committee  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  understood  the  division 
to  be  an  indication  of  the  wish  of  the  Commit- 
tee that  thoy  should  go  back  to  the  salaries  of 
twelve  months  ago. 

Mr.  HOBBS  wished  to  impress  on  the  Trea- 
surer that  there  would  be  intense  dissatisfac- 
tion throughout  the  country  if  Mr.  Driver's 
salary  was  not  reduced  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  MOSS  believed  that  the  officers  of  this 
department  did  not  receive  the  same  bonus 
last  year  as  other  officers  of  the  Government 
Service.  Ho  presumed  the  Treasurer  would  be 
able  to  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the  method 
of  making  the  reductions,  for  it  was  impossible 
for  individual  members  to  know  where  the  re- 
ductions should  be  effected. 
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Mr.  SUTTER  did  not  think  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  labour  under  any  diihcuUj  as 
to  the  wish  of  tlio  Comrniitcc  in  regard  to  the 
autbori/.ed  reduction*.  There  were  some  highly- 
paid  ofticers  Nvho  received  remuneration  far 
beyond  the  value  of  their  services.  His  opin- 
ion was  that  if  they  ^ere  not  satisfied  with 
£h4)0  a  year  they  should  go  where  ihey  could 
get  £1,000. 

Mr.  PKAUSON  expressed  his  astonishment 
at  the  conduct  of  sonic  honourable  members 
who  hod  cut  down  ofhcers'  salaries,  and  yet 
had  voted  for  the  District  Railways  Bill.  He 
announced  his  inteniion  to  follow  the  course 
indicated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  in  this  matter. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  if  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  in  this  department  were  cut  down  they 
would  lose  their  best  onicials.  and  the  policy- 
holders would  ultimately  suffer.  When  the 
Treasurer  was  looking  into  what  reductions 
could  be  made,  ho  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  see  if  he  could  reduce  such  items 
as  the  agency  at  Dune<iin. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £2G,082  2s.,  agreed  to. 

Unauthorized  Expkxditure. 

Chargeable  on  Consolidated  Fund,  £70,403 
Os.  4d. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  item, "  Refund  of  the  amount  received  for 
maintuuunce  of  Mrs.  Jane  Ramsay  in  Dunedin 
Asvlum  from  the  Ihth  December,  18GG,  to  the 
20th  December,  lNS4,  k'M)!  l.Os.  lid." 

Sir  J.  VOliKL  replied  that  the  case  was  a 
very  pathetic  and  sad  one.  There  was  a  family 
in  some  yaxrt  of  Otago,  and  the  wife,  Mrs. 
Ramsay,  became  a  lunatic,  and  was  taken  to 
the  Dunedin  Asylum.  The  husband  was  acci- 
dentally run  over  and  incapacitated  from  work, 
and,  bekides  that,  he  had  an  invalid  boy.  The 
wife  became  pob.scssod  of  some  few  hundred 
pounds  at  iIome,and  the  Public  Trustee  obtained 
this  money,  and  paid  it  over  to  tho  Lmiatic 
Asylum  for  the  maintenance  of  Mrs.  liamsay. 
The  circumstances  were  represented  to  the 
Govenimont,  and  it  appeared  that  Mrs.  Ram- 
Bay  was  very  useful  in  the  Asylum,  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  ordinary  work.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Government  consented  to  re- 
fund the  money,  and  to  place  it  in  trust  for 
4ho  benelit  of  her  husband  and  children. 

^lajor  ATKINSON  asked  for  on  explanation 
of  tlie  item,  "  Advances  to  County  of  Inangahua 
in  respect  of  subsidy  payable  under  *  The  Loral 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act,  1885,'J£1,000  ; 
less  amount  recovered,  k'S6o  12s.  Gd." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  was  a  temporary 
advance,  and  the  amount  was  being  paid  back 
again.  The  advance  was  miule  on  account  of 
subsidies  expected  to  accrue,  and  it  would  be 
obser^•ed  that  £oGo  bad  been  recovered,  and  he 
believed  that  only  £400  was  outstanding  against 
subsidies  which  wore  due  this  year.  The 
amount  set  down  for  the  Mtuiawatu  County 
was  an  advance  on  account  of  subsidies  which 
were  to  bo  payable  to  the  Board.  A  consider- 
able amount  had  been  repaid  already.  Tlie 
work  \\as  very  important. 


Mr.  CONOLLY  asked  f or  an  i  , 
the  item,  "  Additional  house-allovi&a  vi 
Hon.  W.  J.  M.  Lamoch  for  yeir  akii 
January,  ISSG,  £100."  Was  that  &  ftrJi 
usual  house- allowance  to  Ministesvbs] 
occupy  ^linistcrial  residences  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  circozDKiasil 
case  were  these :  The  honourable  pr^ 
could  not  obtain  a  house  for  aojthiq  Jii 
amount  within  the  allowance.  A:  Iac'ik 
tained  a  house,  and  a  considerable  9eM 
repairs  heul  to  be  effected  upon  iL  ui\ 
Government  agreed  to  allow  this  azsssii 
to  place  it  before  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  for  anapfsii 
of  the  item,  "  Payment  to  KiddaDdMcEia 
on  account  of  compensation  to  H.  ^iv 
moval  of  buildings  at  Dunedin,  ^65." 

Sir  R.  STOUT  explained  that  this  sb» 
of  an  old  provincial  liability,  tKamm 
given  by  the  SuperinU'ndent  of  Ota^Eli 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  for  an  eipiiai 
of  the  item,  "Native -land  dutycnJoa 
Rotorua." 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  thiswasai^J* 
of  Native-land  duty  payable  on  the  ^a 
accordance  with  a  mutual  airangensffii'fa 
had  been  made. 

Vote,  £70,403  Os.  4d.,  agreed  to. 

Chargeable  on  Public  Works  Piad,lM 
17s.  5d.,  agreed  to. 

Public  Trust  Office,  £6  lis.  2d. 

Sums  irrecoverable,  £496. 

Mr.  PP:AC0CK  called  attention U)^« 
"  For  water  sold— :Mount  Ida  WftCer-rwia 
£455  9s.  Id.,"  and  asked  for  an  expl«i*tt^2. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  exptoa* 
when  the  race  was  first  opened  water  wk.PJ 
on  credit ;  but  it  was  not  found  to  »ns»K» 
and  water  was  now  only  sold  ^^  ^'j'l 
the  outset  these  debts  were  i"'^'^"|^J^^y 
people  who  owed  them  were  either  deiaa" 
left  the  colony. 

Vote,  £490,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FU>T)- 
Class  III.— Railways.       ^ 

Legal  and  other  expenses  in  con^** 
the  purchase  of  district  railways,  iwt 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  ^^ 
pany  selling  or  the  permanent  offices  a 
Government  should  have  done  tbi^  ^^^^  . 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  amount  co^i*^ 
onlv  legal  charges,  but  negotiations  .i»^ 
to  the  debentures.     All  the  expenses  a  in 
to  the  legal  work  were  certified  to  by  tbec^ 
trar  of    tho  Supreme  Court  before  m 
paid. 

Vote,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV.— Roads. 
^lain  roads,  £850,  agreed  to.       ^^ 
Miscellaneous  roads  and  bridges, -^i^^y 
Iklr.  PEACOCK  asked  for  an  expiw^,, 
the  item,  "  Lyell  to  Westport  Boftd- ^^  ^ 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  tbjs^^ 
been  in  use  for  a  great  number  ^h    ^i 
was  now  in  utter  disrepair,  and  ss  tfl     u 
good  deal  of  crib-work  all  the  dsa<^ 
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3tild  be  required.    The  road  was  almost 
sd    cbt  the  present  time— in  fact,  it  had 
Htopped  for  days  together — and  it  was  ab- 
sly  necessary  to  make  it  fit  for  traffic. 
.  P£2AGOGK  asked  if  there  were  no  local 

8. 

.  £2.  KIGHAKDSON  said  it  had  always 
loolced  upon  as  a  main  road  through  un- 
sd  countiy  and  in  charge  of  the  Govem- 
*r,  and  the  Gounty  Gouncil  had  no  funds 
vrliich  to  keep  it  in  order. 
\  SGETHAM  said  he  was  not  going  to 
Bbg^nst  the  item,  for  he  recognized  that  the 
(mment  must  Imow  more  of  these  roads 
private  members:  he  wanted  to  point 
ili&t  only  £280  in  these  estimates  was  voted 
h.e  Masterton-Woodville  Hoad,  which  was 
B  inadequate,  and  it  was  impossible  that 
road,  could  be  kept  open  by  the  local  bodies, 
railway- works,  too,  weie  breaking  up  the 
i,  and  it  would  be  the  unpleasant  duty  of 
Gouncil  in  a  very  short  time  to  bring  be- 
tkie  Government  a  very  considerable  claim 
IS8  more  assistance  could  be  given  as  a 
it-in-aid. 

ir.  E.  RIGHARDSON  hoped  that  the  claim 
lid  not  be  a  large  one. 
Cr.  G.  F.  RIGHARDSON  asked  if  the  Lyell- 
stport  Road  did  not  run  through  land  to  be 
«i  to  the  railway  company. 
Ir.  E.  RIGHARDSON  said  No;  it  ran 
ougli  a  coal-reserve. 

Ir.  ROLLESTON  thought  that  the  road 
n  Liyell  to  Inangahua  did  run  through  part 
the  land ;  but  he  must  say  he  did  not  think 
bt  was  a  reason  for  opposing  this  item.  He 
1  raised  the  question  on  a  previous  occasion, 
en  the  question  of  granting  £5,000  to  gold- 
Ids  counties  was  under  discussion,  whether 
jre  were  not  funds  from  the  Grown  and  Native 
ids  rates  to  support  these  roads ;  but  the 
mmittee  had  decided  against  him.  He  must 
f  with  regard  to  this  road  that  he  would 
t  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  against  it. 
was  certainly  in  a  very  dangerous  condition. 
Mr.  CONOLLY  said  that  the  road  from  Nel- 
n  to  Marlborough,  which  was  equally  a  main 
ad  with  this,  had  been  thrown  upon  the  local 
idies,  and  he  thought  an  injustice  had  been 
me  to  them. 

Mr.  E.  RIGHARDSON  said  the  worst  part  of 
le  Nelson-Marlborough  Road  was  better  than 
le  best  part  of  this  road. 
Vote,  £4,850,  agreed  to. 
Grants-in-aid,  £12,740. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked,  if  the  road  to  which 
e  had  referred  proved  impassable,  as  he  be- 
Aved  it  would,  would  it  be  possible  to  assist 
be  local  body  out  of  this  vote,  which  was  to 
isist  local  bodies  in  providing  work  for  the 
^employed  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
i&d  endeavoured  to  the  best  of  their  power  to 
ieail  with  the  question  of  the  unemployed  dur- 
Dg  the  past  year,  and  it  was  proved  that  the 
>alk  of  the  trouble  had  been  in  the  large  towns. 
^far  as  possible,  relief-works  had  been  put  in 
littnd,  supplemented  by  the  local  authorities 
ivhereyer  they  could.    He  was  not  in  a  position 


to  say  on  what  works  this  amount  would 
be  expended;  but  every  endeavour  would  be 
made  to  use  the  amount  only  when  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  find  relief-works,  which 
necessity,  he  believed,  would  certainly  not  in- 
crease. The  Government  had  put  an  sidditional 
amount  on  the  estimates  with  the  view  of  being 
able  to  meet  any  contingency  that  might  arise. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  whether  there  was 
any  provision  on  the  estimates  in  the  shape  of 
roads  being  formed  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
employment  for  the  unemployed,  so  that  the 
House  was  in  ignorance  of  the  amount  to  bs 
expended  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  E.  RIGHARDSON  could  say  that  that 
was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  LAKE  desired  to  be  informed  whether 
there  was  any  provision  under  this  system  for 
supplementing  local  bodies  if  they  would  carry 
out  works  that  would  afford  employment  to  the 
unemployed.  If  that  were  done  in  the  country 
districts  there  would  be  considerable  relief  to 
the  large  centres  of  population. 

Mr.  E.  RIGHARDSON  said  they  had  en- 
deavoured as  far  as  they  could  to  supplement, 
pound  for  pound,  some  districts  where  their 
officers  informed  them  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary such  provision  should  be  made,  and  wher- 
ever distress  arose  in  any  part  of  the  country 
that  system  would  be  continued.  The  object  of 
the  Government  had  been  as  far  as  possible  to 
keep  the  men  away  from  the  large  towns. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  it  was  gratifying 
to  find  the  amount  was  so  small.  He  remem- 
bered a  time  when  about  £75,000  was  put  on 
the  estimates  for  this  purpose.  At  the  same 
time,  ho  would  point  out  to  the  Minister  that 
if  it  were  possible  to  leave  portions  of  contracts 
for  railways  so  that  they  could  be  let  in  piece- 
work, and  the  unemployed  put  to  work  on  them, 
that  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  LAKE  said  that  the  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion was  satisfactory  so  far  as  it  went ;  but  he 
did  not  anticipate  distress  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  inclined  to  supplement  by 
way  of  grant-in-aid  moneys  expended  in  the 
country,  so  that  the  unemployed  might  be 
engaged  on  certain  works,  but  not  for  the  relief 
of  distress  in  the  localitv. 

Mr.  E.  RIGHARDSON  said  the  Government 
would  be  very  glad  to  consider  any  case  that 
might  arise,  but  he  could  not  say  that  the 
Government  would  deliberately  lay  itself  out  to 
supplement  works  of  the  character  mentioned. 
They  found  it  sufficiently  difficult  to  meet  the 
actual  emergencies  that  arose. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RIGHARDSON  wished  to  know  if 
local  bodies  simply  meant  Municipalities,  or 
whether  offers  had  been  made  to  Gounty  Goun- 
cils  to  undertake  works. 

Mr.  E.  RIGHARDSON  said  that  no  offers 
had  been  made  at  all — ^it  was  only  on  pressure 
that  this  had  been  done.  '  / 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  Minister  should/ 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of  subsi-t 
dizing  Gounty  Gouncils  and  Road  Boards,  be- 
cause with  subsidies  they  would  give  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  men,  who,  instead  o£ 
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taking  to  the  citicn,  \vould  be  spread  about  the 
country,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  would  be  done 
in  tliis  way. 

Vote,  £12,740,  agroed  to. 

Roatls  to  open  up  lands  for  sale,  £5,000. 

^Ir.  ROLI.KSTON  wished  for  some  explana- 
tion of  the  item,  "Okaihau  to  Victoria  Valley, 
i:3,0(X),"  and  to  bo  informed  what  land  the  road 
was  suppo'ied  to  opon. 

Mr.  HAUiANCK  said  there  was  a  great  deal 
o'  hottlpinriit  ^(oiiig  on  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  a  l.ir^(>  quantity  of  land  being  opened 
up  08  village  settlomenta. 

Mr.  UOLLESTON  asked  if  these  settlers 
wore  not  s:i])p()»M><l  to  make  their  own  roads. 

Mr.  I?ALLANCH.~No. 

Mr.  PKACOCK  asked  why  the  item,  "  Wai- 
roa  F.ny  Dargavillo,  £300,"  was  placed  on  the 
estimates. 

Mr.  liALLANCE  .said  that  road  led  to  a  large 
quantity  of  land  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  valley 
wliich  would  be  immediately  available  for  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  :M0AT  said  that  the  land  referred  to 
had  been  open  for  sale  for  twenty  years.  About 
twenty  veais  ago  a  few  settlers  went  upon  it, 
but  could  do  nothing,  as  they  were  unable  to 
get  their  produce  away.  The  County  Council 
was  no-.v  making  a  road  through  the  block,  and 
the  Dargavillo  Township  was  prepared  to  pay 
an  amount  equal  to  that  on  the  estimates  for 
the  purpose*  of  making  tlio  required  means  of 
connnnniration. 

Mr.  Itor.LKSTON  asked  how  far  the  Kaihu 
KailuAV  wp.s  being  carried  on. 

Mr.  K.  KICHARDSON  said  the  work  had 
been  pretty  well  hung  up  for  some  months  past 
beeansv'  tiie  company  bad  not  been  in  a  position 
to  gi\o  satisfactory  security  to  authorize  the 
Government  to  complete  the  guarantee  of  de- 
bontuii  s  as  autliorized  by  the  Di.strict  Railways 
Act  Oi  last  year.  The  Solicitor-Ciencral  and 
the  Polieitor  of  the  company  were  arranging 
means  to  cnablo  the  debentures  to  bo  gua- 
ranteed. The  company  had  a  contract  let  for 
the  completion  of  the  line  for  sixteen  and  a 
half  milis. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  if  this  was  intended  to 
be  an  annual  charge. 

Mr.  BALLANCP]  said  this  was  a  final 
charge. 

Colonel  TRIMBLK  asked  for  an  explanation 
with  reference  to  the  Waihao-llakateramea 
Road.  lie  was  told  that  this  was  a  line  which 
wont  through  private  land. 

Mr.  DALLANCK  said  the  road  led  to  eight 
honsand  acres  of  Crown  land,  which  the 
'    -imate  County  Council  had  applied  to  have 

•'.  od  up  as  small  farms.  That  body  under- 
»  .      to  spend  pouiul  for  pound. 

.r.   ROLLESTON   said  his  impression  did 
bear  out  the  statement  of  the  honourable 

itlcman.     He  was  not  sure  that  thero  was 

en  a  couplo  of  thousand  acres  of  good  agricul- 

ral  land  there. 

Mr.  RALLANCE  said  he  had  an  assurance 
rom  the  department  that  there  was  the  quan- 
tity that  he  stated. 

Mr.  ]K)ELESTf)N  said  he  should  not  oppose 
AT/",  (tiii.mcsis 


the  vote ;  because,  owing  to  the  EasS  ga2 
West  Coast  Railway,  the  Canterboiy  Dis. 
trict  had  got  almost  nothing  at  alL  Hd  be^ 
lieved  that  this  road  would  open  op  the  'j^ 
of  large  holders  at  the  bottom  of  the  valler. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that  this  land'ni 
reported  upon  by  Mr.  McKerrow  as  suitalik^ 
settlement*  and  the  County  Council  had,  bj 
resolution,  reconmicnded  the  Minister  to  tiks 
steps  to  get  this  land  opened  up  for  small  fins; 
and  asked  that  this  subsidy  be  given. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  this  was  sispiy 
localizing  the  unemployed.  It  would  be  WtUc 
to  distribute  them  about  the  country.  If  tbae 
were  four  thousand  acres  of  agncultnial  hai 
in  this  district  it  would  have  been  bou^^ht  irp 
long  ago.  This  expenditure  would  simply ga to 
improve  private  projxjrtv. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  at  whose  ins^an 
this  work  was  undertaken. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  undertakea  A 
the  instance  of  the  County  Council. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  if  the  hoooni^is 
gentleman  would  undertake  not  to  spei^  tbi 
money  if  it  proved  that  there  was  not  so  missii 
Crown  lands  as  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.VLLANCE  said  he  intended  to  inq^b* 
into  the  matter,  as  he  was  surprised  to  h*ai 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldint  ;kii 
there  was  so  little  agricultural  land  there- 
Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  if  the  honoorii^ 
gentleman  would  reserve  this  le^nd  at  once  £ar 
settlement. 

Mr.  BALLANCK.— Yes,  certainly. 

Major  STEWARD  hoped  that  would  be  iaae. 
The  County  Council  had  passed  a  resDlutioa  t» 
that  effect,  and  sent  it  to  the  Minister. 

Mr.  LAKE  asked,  if  it  was  found  there  was 
no  land  there  lit  for  a  village  settlement,  i^^dJ 
the  money  not  be  pranted  ? 

Mr.  B.ALLANCE  said  it  would  not. 

l^lr.  BUCHAN-\N  said  the  item  of  £^i)  fx 
"Grey  Valley  vm  Clarke  to  Marnia"  was  in  tS« 
district  of  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway- 
That  being  the  case,  was  it  justi&able  to  toie 
the  money  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  no  intcnticB 
to  go  on  with  the  road  at  once. 

Vote,  £5,000.  agreed  to. 

Roads  on  gold  fields,  £'7,(XX). 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  said  there  was  an  '.iem 
of  £2,000  for  surveying  and  prospecting  riier- 
beds.  Could  that  come  under  "  Roads  on  go^- 
lields  "  ?  If  river-beds  were  worth  pro.<pp€t.n^ 
the  miners  would  prospect  them  thenist- Ives, be- 
cause nothing  was  easier  to  prospect.  If  tbcsa 
river-beds  had  not  been  developed  before  it  was 
because  they  had  been  prospected,  and  tb«« 
was  no  gold  there.  To  propose  to  survey  thcs 
was  a  most  extraordinary  thing. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  every  one  of  these  heading  wa» 
properly  provided  for  before  on  the  ordinary 
estimates.  He  thought  it  was  £17,t>.X)  thMi 
had  been  voted  for  this  very  purpose  of  ?:ibs- 
dizing  the  making  of  roads  and  tracks  and  fs 
minor  works,  and,  ho  believed,  for  praspectisg. 
Here  they  were  asked  to  do  a^ain  in  detail « 
the  supplementary  estimates  what    thej  hu 
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already  done  in  a  lump  on  the  ordinary  esti- 
mates. There  was  not  a  single  item  on  these 
estimates  that  was  justifiable. 
.  Mr.  LARNAGH  said  this  item  of  £3,000  for 
surveying  and  testing  of  river-beds  had  been 
put  on  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  members 
— some  fifteen  —  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
who  considered  such  a  work  would  be  desir- 
able. It  was  well  known  that  the  beds  of  many 
rivers  in  the  Middle  Island  were  rich  in  gold. 
It  was  proposed  to  survey  to  see  if  the  currents 
of  some  of  them  could  be  turned  to  enable  the 
gold  in  portions  of  the  present  beds  to  be  got. 
The  beds  of  the  Arore,  the  Clarence,  the  Glutha, 
the  Taratara,  and  others,  were  known  to  be 
very  auriferous:  in  fact,  from  some  of  them  the 
miners  already  got  gold  by  a  process  known  as 
«  blind  stabbing." 

^Ir.  CONOLLY  said  the  experience  of  last 
year  was  being  repeated.  Items  struck  ofi  the 
general  estimates  were  put  on  the  supplemen- 
tary with  a  number  of  new  ones.  Here  were 
ten  or  a  dozen  new  items  that,  if  proposed  at 
aJl,  should  have  been  on  the  general  estimates. 
As  to  prosx}ecting  river-beds,  he  knew  less  after 
the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation  than 
before.  Was  this  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
for  turning  the  Clutha— which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  bad  scheme — by  which  it  was  said 
they  were  to  get  an  unknown  quantity  of  gold  ? 
Mr.  LARNAGH  said  none  of  the  items  here 
proposed  had  been  on  the  estimates  before. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  were  literally 
some  of  the  same  items  on  the  previous  esti- 
mates as  now  before  them,  as  honourable 
members  could  see  by  comparison.  There  were 
these  pound-f or- pound  things  without  end. 

Mr.  LARNAGH  said  this  Gollingwood  Dis- 
trict had  been  absolutely  neglected  for  the  past 
forty  years.  No  money  had  been  spent  on  it 
for  many  years  past,  and  it  was  a  very  large 
and  a  very  rich  mineral  district.  Possibly 
some  of  these  items  were  somewhat  similar 
to  those  on  the  previous  estimates,  but  they 
T?ere  for  distinct  tracks,  to  open  up  distinct 
parts  of  auriferous  country. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  goldfields  dis- 
tricts were  not  nearly  so  permanent  and  valu- 
able a  source  of  wealth  as  the  agricultural 
districts ;  yet  the  goldfields  districts  were  given 
special  subsidies  of  pound  for  pound  for  road- 
-works,  while  agricultural  districts  without  roads 
4o  get  produce  away  could  get  nothing.  Some 
£4,000  or  £5,000  damage  had  been  caused  to 
soc^sby  floods  in  his  district,  some  roads  being 
rendered  totally  impassable,  and  the  people 
there  could  not  stand  the  charge  of  repairing 
all  at  once ;  but  the  Government,  to  an  appli- 
cation by  him  for  an  advance  of  £4,000,  had 
zeplied  that  no  money  could  be  granted.  This 
was  a  very  great  hardship  to  his  district,  which 
'would  have  been  glad  even  to  get  pound  for 
pound.  He  objected  to  this  pound-for-pound 
system  unless  it  was  made  general.  He  did 
not  consider  it  fair  or  just ;  but  the  Government 
considered  too  much  the  wishes  of  the  people 
in  the  goldfields  districts,  and  too  little  the 
wishes  of  the  people  in  the  other  districts. 
.Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  was  the 


revenue  produced  by  the  Akaroa  District  as 
compared  with  that  yielded  by  the  goldfields. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  all  the  revenue 
got  from  the  goldfields  had  first  to  come  from 
the  public  chest.  Little  or  nothing  came  be^ok 
from  the  goldfields  districts  to  the  Treasury 
beyond  what  had  first  gone  to  them  from  the 
Treasury. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  what  was  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Akaroa  District. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that  last  season 
it  produced  grass-seed  alone  worth  £50,000. 

Mr.  PEAGOGK  moved,  That  the  whole  vote 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  KERR  said  in  some  parts  of  the  Golling- 
wood District  the  land  was  very  good,  including 
tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  magnificent  tim- 
ber, and  gold  and  coal  deposits.  If  a  fourth  of 
the  money  spent  in  the  Akaroa  District  had 
been  spent  there  the  return  would  have  been  far 
greater.  It  had  been  more  neglected  than  any 
other  part  of  the  colony  that  he  knew  of.  If 
there  were  roads  made,  there  were  people  now 
ready  to  take  up  the  land.  There  were  many, 
in  fact,  on  the  land  now  earning  a  living  by 
getting  gold,  and  waiting  till  the  country  was 
opened  up,  so  that  they  might  use  the  land. 
Money  had  often  been  voted  for  tliat  district 
and  never  spent.  There  was  no  richer  district, 
and  none  that  more  needed  opening  up.  The 
Government  would  have  a  splendid  market  for 
the  land  there  as  soon  as  it  was  opened  up. 
There  was  not  an  acre  in  the  district  which 
was  sold  under  from  £1  to  £2  an  acre. 

Mr.  MAGARTHUR  moved,  That  the  item 
"  Surveying  and  prospecting  river-beds,  £2,000," 
be  struck  out.  Miners  must  have  fallen  off 
very  considerably  if  they  required  assistance  in 
this  way.  They  would  only  prospect  for  the 
sake  of  getting  this  money,  and  not  for  the 
sake  of  getting  gold  ;  so  that  the  money  would 
be  wholly  thrown  away.  Would  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  be  good  enough  to  explain 
what  the  £800  for  the  bridle-track  to  Upper 
Anatoki  was  meant  for,  as  ho  understood  that 
was  a  track  with  a  grade  of  1  in  2? 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  believed  that  the 
Gounty  Gouncil  wanted  this  money  to  improve 
the  track.  As  for  the  vote  for  opening  up  the 
Gollingwood  and  Takaka  District,  he  might  say 
that  this  was  to  complete  the  coast-road  be- 
tween Gollingwood  and  Nelson. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN  would  remind  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  that  he  had  asked  for  assist- 
ance to  bridge  a  very  dangerous  river  in  the 
Wairarapa  District,  and  he  still  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  the  assistance 
the  district  wanted. 

Mr.  BRYGE  said  the  Ministry  was  not  treat- 
ing the  Gommittee  fairly  in  not  telling  them 
that  similar  votes  had  already  been  passed  on 
the  ordinary  estimates.  Surely  it  was  time  for 
the  Government  to  reduce  the  mode  of  assisting 
local  bodies  as  much  as  possible  to  a  system. 
Probably  the  District  of  Akaroa  aided  itself  to 
a  considerable  extent  by  rates ;  bat,  then,  this 
pound-for-pound  subsidy  was  given  to  counties 
in  which  the  Grown  had  to  pay  rates,  so  that 
the  principle  on  which    those   districts   waa 
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treated  was,  first,  to  find  public  funds  for  their 
rates,  and  tlion  sub^idi/o  them  to  the  extent  of 
the  money  tliat  Inui  already  been  given  to  them. 

Mr.  LA  UN  AC  H  said  he  found  this  s^  -tem  of 
paying  subsidies  when  he  came  into  of)n'o ;  but 
then  the  rule  was  to  pay  £2  for  £1,  and  he  had 
been  reducing  it  to  £1  for  £1.  The  votes  on 
these  e&tiiuates  were  not  for  the  same  .vorks  as 
those  that  appeared  on  the  general  estmiates. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  that  no  douli  the 
£:2.0U0  for  prospecting  m  river-beds  was  au  ex- 
perimental vote  in  response  to  a  request  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen  interested  in  gold-mining 
that  some  stops  should  be  taken  to  prospect 
in  the  beds  o£  the  larger  rivers.  Those  who 
now  opposed  these  votes  were  really  the  authors 
of  the  policy  which  rendered  them  necessary. 
In  the  estimates  for  1882  he  found  i-HJO.OOO  for 
roads  on  goldfields,  and  every  year  there  wore 
appropriations  for  the  same  purpose,  taken 
with  the  consent  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men. If  the  system  was  vicious  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  were  responsible  for  it;  and 
when  people  were  expecting  these  votes  it 
would  be  cruel  to  strike  them  off  suddenly.  If 
there  was  any  responsibility  for  this  vote  it 
rested  with  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  now  opposing  it.  With  reference  to  the 
remarks  that  fell  from  the  honourablo  member 
for  Akaroa,  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  an  altogether  one-sided  statement  of  the 
case.  Take  the  County  of  Selwyn,  for  instance, 
which  under  tlie  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and 
Powers  Act  of  last  session  received  no  less  a 
sum  than  £2,492.  In  addition  to  that,  each  of 
the  Road  Boards  of  the  county  received  a  very 
considerable  sum.  On  turning  to  the  balance- 
sin  et  of  that  county  he  found  to  his  surprise 
thiiL  the  county  did  not  strike  a  rate.  They 
merely  levied  their  dog-tax  and  so  forth. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  But  they  own  land 
revenue. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  the  County  of  Selwyn 
was  an  example  of  the  many  agricultural 
counties  wliich  wore  in  the  position  he  had  in- 
dicated. The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
had  told  the  Committee  that  these  counties 
wanted  roads,  whereas  the  fact  was,  they  wore 
amply  roaded  and  amply  railed.  The  honour- 
able nie.niber  for  Kgniont  stated  that  the  County 
of  Selwyn  derived  its  income  from  the  land 
revenue. 

Major  ATKINSON  only  said  that  generally 
of  these  counties. 

Mr.  MKNTKATH  said  this  was  certainly  not 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  County  of  Selwyn, 
whicli  had  not  a  halfpenny  of  laud  revenue. 
Its  principal  receipts  were  the  subsidy  under 
the  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act  of 
last  vear. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — How  could  they  get 
that  without  rates? 

3ilr.  :MENTEATH  said  they  got  the  sum  of 
£2,4V)2. 

Major  ATKINSON.— On  rates? 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  they  did  not  show  any 
rates  on  their  balance-sheet. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Road  Boards? 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  ho  simply  showed  the 
Ifr.  Bryce 


balance-sheet  of  the  connty,  on  which  no 
appeared. 

Item,  £2,000,  stmck  oni. 

The   Committee   divided  on  the 
"  That  £5,000  be  granted." 

Ayes,  24. 

Ballance  Kerr  Seddan 

B.-Bradshaw     Lamach  Smith 

Brown  Menteath  Tole 

Bruce  Moat  TnmbiLl] 

Buchanan  Moss  Walker. 

Buckland,  W.F.  O'Conor  TrU^rt. 

Eraser  Pearson  Horsthoase 

Hatch  Richardson,  £.  Steward,  W.  J. 

Hirst.  H. 

Noes,  12. 
Atkinson  Newman  Wilson. 

Bryce  Peacock  Tellm. 

Lake  Bolleston  ConoUy 

JilcMillan  Thomson,  J.  W.  Trimble, 

Montgomery 

Paibs. 
Far,  Against. 

Bevan  Johnston 

Cadman  Mitchelson 

Cowan  Mackenzie.  M.  J.  S. 

Fitzherbert  Wakefield 

Grace  Whytc 

Guinness  Buckland,  J.  C. 

Lance  Barron 

Levestam  Fulton 

O'Callaghan  Fergus 

Pyke  Richardson,  G.  F. 

Samuel  Hislop 

Vogel.  Beetliam. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Vote  as  reduced,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Public  BTTiiJ>nfos, 
Parliament  Buildings — New  library  buildii:^ 
in  brick,  £2,000. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  pointed  out  that  honouiabli 
members  had  very  little  time  to  devote  them- 
selves to  the  contents  of  the  library  towards 
the  erection  of  which  this  vote  was  proposed. 
As  for  the  recess,  the  Library  Committ**  bid 
determined  that  only  the  residents  of  Wellicf- 
ton  should  derive  benefit  from  the  library. 
This  was  quite  suflicient  to  condemn  the 
library  under  the  present  management.  Is 
appeared  outrageous  that  members  of  Parlia- 
ment residing  away  from  Wellington  wl» 
might  be  anxious  to  study  subjects  in  the 
interests  of  the  country  could  not  have  in 
op{)ortunity  of  doing  so.  He  wanted  to  kaaw 
why  those  books  were  kept  in  the  library  in 
that  way.  There  could  be  no  danger  in  aUo«- 
ing  members  to  take  out  books  daring  the 
recess,  as  they  could  be  insured  on  their  jonr- 
ney  to  and  fro,  and  it  would  be  therefore  a 
matter  of  perfect  certainty  that  they  would  not 
be  lost.  If  the  library  wa.s  intended  to  be  on^ 
for  ornament,  and  not  for  use,  then  it  would  be 
a  pity  to  waste  money  in  the  direction  pr&- 


Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  Committee 
would  be  wise  to  vote  the  sum  asked  for,  » 
that  they  might  secure  appropriate  buildings 
Next  year»  ha  might  say,  he  would  be  Yazy  glid 
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assist  any  honourable  mombor  who  would 
press  the  view  of  tho  House  in  reference  to 
IS  matter  in  unmistakable  terms — that  the 
oks  should  be  used  by  honourable  members 
L   the    year  round.     He  believed  they  could 
sily  carry  such  a  resolution. 
Vote,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 
Oeneral  departmental  office?^,  £2,200. 
Mr.   E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the  item, 
Public     buildings,    Hamilton,    grant-in-aid, 
1,000,*'  was  a  subsidy  towards  the  erection  of 
iblic    buildings  at   JHamilton.      Tho  county 
%R  going  to  build  offices  ab  a  cost  of  £6,000, 
id  the  Government  would  contribute  £2,000, 
sing  in  want  of  buildmgs  themselves. 
Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  for  information  regard- 
Lg  the  item,  **  Geological  room  for  Museum, 
500." 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  Dr.  Hector  had  a 
roat  many  valuable  geological  specimens  at 
resent  cooped  up  in  boxes,  and  he  had  no  room 
>  display  them,  or  to  sort  them,  in  order  that 
e  might  distribute  some  of  the  specimens; 
nd  it  was  necessary  that  this  room  should  be 
uilt. 

Vote,  £2,200,  agreed  to. 

Judicial,  £100,  agreed  to. 

Post  and  Telegraph,  £1,050,  agreed  to. 

I^anatic  asylums,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Hospitals  and  other  charitable  institutions, 
t250,  agreed  to. 

3lass   IX.— Lighthouses,   Harbour  -  wobks, 
AND  Harbour-Defences. 
Harbour  works,  Hokitika,  £1,500. 
Mr.  LAKNACH  said  that  a  large  portion  of 
;>iling-work  had  already  been  done,  and  if  this 
tnoney  were  not  expended  a  good  part  of  the 
Rrork  would  be  in  danger  of  being  washed  away. 
Mr.  MACAHTHUR  moved.  That  the  vote  be 
itruck  out. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that  if  the  port  was 
vrorth  keeping  up  the  trade  of  the  port  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  dues  to  keep  up  these  works. 
If  the  trade  was  not  sufficient  the  Government 
ought  not  to  pay  money  upon  the  works. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  this  money  were 
not  voted  some  three  or  four  chains  of  pile- 
work  would  be  washed  away  on  the  northern 
wall.  It  was  with  the  view  of  protecting  that 
work  that  the  money  was  wanted. 

Mr.  BKETHAM  complained  that  the  har- 
bour at  Castlepoint  received  no  consideration, 
^vhile  money  was  being  spent  on  these  West 
CoaHt  iiarbours. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  the  fourth 
or  fifth  year  since  the  House  had  been  assured 
that  this  would  be  the  very  last  vote  for  this 
work.  He  himself  had  placed  votes  on  the 
estimates  on  tho  same  understanding.  He 
recommended  that  even  this  vote  should  not 
be  spent  until  it  was  shown  by  the  Marine 
Engineer  not  only  that  the  vote  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  protect  existing  works,  but  that  it 
would  be  final.  A  railway  was  now  being  made 
from  Greymouth  to  Hokitika,  and  that  was  a 
good  reason  why  there  should  bo  no  more  ex- 
penditare  on  this  harbour. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  intended  this  year 


to  ask  for  a  further  endowment,  so  that  the 
Board  might  borrow  money  independent  of  the 
Government ;  but  the  land  had  been  withdrawn 
from  sale  owing  to  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  Proclamation,  and  the  Board  could 
not  carry  out  its  intention.  In  the  meantime 
the  harbour  -  works  were  being  washed  away» 
and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  ask  the 
Government  to  give  enough  to  protect  the 
works. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  understood  that  this  was  to 
be  the  last  vote  asked  for,  and  Hokitika  must 
henceforth  understand  that  the  House  would 
vote  no  more. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  would  try,  if  possible 
and  desirable,  to  give  eflect  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  and  if  the 
Marine  Engineer  said  the  expenditure  would 
be  practically  useless  the  money  would  not  be 
spent. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  believed  that  the  harbour 
was  in  a  worse  condition  now  than  it  was  years 
ago,  notwithstanding  all  the  expenditure. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  it  was  evident  the 
trade  of  the  port  was  not  worth  keeping.  Out 
of  £55,000  spent  the  Harbour  Board  could  only 
pay  interest  on  £10,000,  and  the  colony  had  to 
find  the  rest. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  there  could  be  nothing 
more  idiotic  than  the  expenditure  on  these 
small  bar-harbours ;  but  the  expenditure  and 
loans  authorized  were  becoming  so  large  that 
there  would  soon  be  a  Harbour  League  formed, 
and  the  colony  would  have  to  take  over  the 
liability.  Sir  John  Coode  had  said  that  the 
colony  must  be  mad  to  want  twenty-seven 
harbours  for  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  people ; 
and  if  his  recommendation  had  been  carried 
out  attention  would  have  been  confined  to 
making  four  or  five  harbours  really  efficient, 
and  ceasing  expenditure  on  all  these  small 
harbours. 

Vote,  £1,500,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIII. 

Thermal  springs,  £10,000. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  if  the  cost  of 
waterworks  (£6,000)  and  improvement  of  baths 
(£2,000)  would  be  reimbursed  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said,  indurectly.  It  was 
part  of  the  contract  with  the  lessees  that  these 
improvements  should  be  made. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
stipulation  that  they  should  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  land. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  not. 

Mr.  MOSS  did  not  see  why  650,000  acEca  of 
land  should  be  locked  up  here  from  setttcmont^ 
nor  did  he  see  why  the  Natives  who  obtained 
large  rents  from  these  lands  should  not  be  sir 
some  of  this  expenditure.  Why  should  the 
Europeans  be  taxed  to  improve  tha  i>roperty 
of  the  Natives  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  if  the  Minister  was  cer- 
tain that  it  was  in  the  agreement  that  tho  Qo- 
vemment  should  provide  this  water-snpply, 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  exprcRsl  y  one  of 
the  conditions  made  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  understood  that  what  i 
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provided  \vft«  tljat  the  Natives  should  Happly 
tho  laud  and  alTord  every  facility  for  bringing 
Uie  %^ator  in,  aiid  it  was  a  bargain  on  tho  part 
of  the  Goveinnu'Ut  that  the  supply  bhould  be 
brought  in  ;  but  it  was  certainly  never  con- 
templated that  such  a  sum  as  this  should  be 
expended  for  the  pur})ose.  He  would  ask  the 
Minister  to  consider  whether  a  diggers'  race 
could  not  be  bruu^'ht  in  from  a  stream  by 
Kelly's  farm  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  they  had  tho 
best  engineering^  a^lvicc  on  tho  matter,  and 
were  assured  tliut  the  water,  which  would  have 
to  be  brou^liL  in  in  }i].e^,  could  not  be  brought 
in  for  a  le.->ii  sum  than  wtiK  cent*  mplated.  The 
contract  price  wtis  i:6,0U(J,  and  £1,000  was 
allowed  for  extras  and  incidentals.  With  re- 
gard to  the  agreement,  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided that  the  Ciovernuient  should  lay  water 
on  to  tlio  towii.^hip,  and  one  of  the  complaints 
made  by  those  who  desired  to  repudiate  their 
purchases  had  bi.en  that  this  agreement  had 
not  been  carried  out. 

Colonel  THIMULE  said  this  meant  that  the 
people  would  have  to  pay  £4oO  interest  for  fift)- 
years.  Ho  undtrstood  the  Natives  received 
about  £3,(/00  a  year  rent;  and  why  sliould  the 
people  of  tiie  colony  be  taxed  in  order  to  supply 
their  land  with  water? 

Mr.  BALLANCK  said  the  policy  of  the  late 
and  present  Governments  was  to  make  tliis 
place  a  great  sanatorium  for  tourists  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  that  was  tho  reason, 
no  doubt,  why  this  agroemont  had  been  made. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  agreement 
made  was  bintiing  upon  the  colony.  Having 
been  there,  he  knew  that  no  water  could  be 
fiupplied  to  thib  locality  except  by  some  such 
expc-nditun.'  as  this. 

Colonel  TivIMBLK  tliought  that  the  sooner 
they  got  rid  of  this  white  elephant  tho  better. 
They  were  told  that  there  was  going  to  be  a 
profit  from  the  Tln.rmal  Springs  Act;  but  they 
got  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  there  was  a  large 
expenditure  everv  year. 

Vote,  ilO,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  III.—  Railways. 

Transfer  of  expenditure  on  construction  of 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  up  to  Slst 
March,  IHrtG,  hitherto  charged  on  loans  raised 
prior  to  31st  March,  iHcSG,  JLGU.BOO,  agreed  to. 

Transfer  «f  expenditure  on  permanent- way, 
Ac,  up  to  31st  March,  IBvSG,  hitherto  charged 
on  loans  raised  prior  to  31st  March,  1886, 
£77,000,  agreed  to. 

Contingencies,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 

Transfer  of  expenditure  on  permanent- way, 
Ac,  up  to  31st  March,  188G,  liitherto  charged 
on  loans  raised  prior  to  31st  March,  188G, 
£213,000,  agreed  to. 

Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  rolling-stock, 
£37,000,  agreed  to. 

Kcsolutious  reported  to  the  House  and  agreed 
to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


Hr.  Bollcston 
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Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  AcTi3fG-S 
at  half-pa«t  ten  o'clock. 

PlUTSBS. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  APPROPKIATIO^  SIL 

The   Public  Works   Arprcrr-^Mai-s^E  Zil 
read  a  first,  a  second,  ana  &  tJxird  r.rrtr 

APPROPRIATION   BELL. 

The  Appropriation  Bill  was  r&aJ  a  fr« 
a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  for  the  tliird  readiriafih 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERL.rS  «:ald,-ll 
been  struck  by  the  extracriinariiy  iaige  ni> 
portion  ate  sums  set  down  under  the  bei^9 
of  "Miscellaneous"  in  the  schedak.  fa 
Class  I.  the  amount  ander  thai  neaiisz  s 
no  less  than  £21,2S3.  I  hcpe  tfc^  Goes- 
men  t  will  explain  the  principal  items  laift 
help  to  make  up  that  large  sum.  and  ^hr  ■ 
large  a  sum  is  put  under  so  indenniie  a  t^a 
instca<l  of  being  specified.  Then,  in  Ci«ni 
there  is  the  same  extraordinary  proportici  k- 
tween  the  amount  under  "  Mif^tliantisus*'**' 
the  specified  amounts.  The  **  Misce  J^aeca" 
is  £28, (KX),  while  all  the  sp»ccined  items  a^- 
total  £25,000.  In  Cla.«s  VI.  there  are  cah 
thrfie  items  altogether,  and,  of  these, £12,GC0» 
under  "  Miscellaneous."  It  seems  an  exta- 
ordinarj'  thing  that  the  sums  shouii  be  sol«j» 
for  miscellaneous  purposes,  and  I  kc'pe  t^ 
absence  of  further  specification  will  be  ei- 
plained. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minnfiei  jutf 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPKESENTATIA'ES. 
Tuesday^  17th  August^  1SS&, 


Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa— Census  Enumei&toTS— GffOB- 
uiont  Life  Insurance  Association  Bill — J.  Uxsnm. 
—West  Coast  Village  Settlement— Special  Po««» 
and  Contracts  Bill— Library — ^Pnblic  Mortolr 
propriation  BUI -Appropriation  Bill- 

^Ir.    Speaker   took    the    chair    at   tw^ 

o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

HON.  MR.  TAIAROA. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Govermnent,  ^1^ 
ther  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
port of  tho  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  tie 
petition  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  praying  that 
the  sum  of  £145  158.  bo  paid  to  him  for  o- 
penses  incurred  by  him  in  the  settlement  of  Ibf 
reserves  at  Arahura  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  a  letter  had  ka 
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"to  tke  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa  concerning  this 
cr,  Btating  that  it  would  be  inquired  into. 
E1.S  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  really,  and 
Px&blio  Trustee  was  making  inquiries,  in 
r  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

CENSUS  ENUMERATORS, 
c.  HATCH  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
soT^sus  enumerators  in  the  cases  of  VVaira- 
.  £Iast  and  West,  W^airoa  (Hawke's  Bay), 
pck-wa,  and  Patangata  Districts,  in  the 
ttky  and  Bruce,  Tuapcka,  and  Clutha  Dis- 
s,  in  the  South,  were  appointed  by  the  Go- 
zxicnt  or  by  the  Registrar-General ;  and 
tlier  they  will  explain  the  greatly-increased 

of  collection  of  census  returns  in  the  dis- 
ks named  ?  The  continual  increase  in  the 
00.8  public  departments,  and  this  one  more 
;icularly^  having  been  brought  before  public 
^ce  in  the  public  prints,  had  caused  him  to 

tlio  question. 

[r.  TOLE  said  the  census  enumerators  wore 
ointed  by  the  Government,  and  the  sub- 
ixnerators  were  appointed  by  the  enume- 
>Ts.      The  extra  cost  was  accounted  for  by 

increased  population  and  settlement,  which 
;iirally  necessitated  an  increase  in  the  num- 

of  snbenumerators,  who  had  to  travel  about 
reat  deal. 

>VERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  ASSO- 
CIATION BILL. 
Mr.  W.D.  STEWART  said  that  when  speak- 
l  on  this  Bill  he  referred  to  the  Minister  of 
stice  as  having  had  correspondence  with 
r.  Shera  although  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
in  ted  to  communicate  with  him  in  connection 
th  the  property.  It  did  not  come  out  before 
e  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  he  was  not 
rare  at  the  time  he  spoke,  that  the  honourable 
ntlcman  was  a  member  of  the  subcommittee 
ipointedby  the  Board.  Hence  the  criticism 
)  made  as  to  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
isdirected,  and  based  upon  a  wrong  view  of 
te  facts. 

Mr.  TOLE  thanked  the  honourable  member 
(t  bis  explanation,  because  he  thought  he 
ould  not  willingly  do  an  injustice. 

J.  MURTON. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that  on  a  previous  occa- 
lOn  he  had  asked  a  question  witn  reference  to 
ohn  Murton,  whose  case  was  reported  upon  by 
lie  Public  Petitions  Committee  in  1684 ;  and 
tie  Minister  replied  that,  in  terms  of  the  re- 
ort  of  the  Committee,  this  man  would  be  em- 
loycd.  From  that  time  up  to  the  present, 
Ithough  correspondence  had  taken  place  be- 
ween  himself  and  the  Minister,  this  unfor- 
imate  man  had  not  got  employment.  He  was 
Qjured  while  working  on  the  railway,  and  the 
)ommittee  recommended  that  he  should  get 
ome  light  employment ;  but  up  to  the  present 
ime  that  unfortunate  man  had  not  been  em- 
iloyed,  although  the  ^linistcr  stated  in  the 
^usG  that  he  would  be. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  look 
into  the  matter,  as  he  did  not  know  the  cir- 
Bumstances. 


WEST  COAST  VILLAGE  SETTLEMENT. 

Air.  SEDDON  said  that  at  the  present  time 
there  was  a  large  section  of  land  known  as  the 
Big  Wanganui  Flat,  and  another  large  section, 
specially  fitted  for  village  ^settlements.  Tho 
County  Council  would  be  willing  to  co-operate 
with  tho  Minister  in  opening  up  the  land  and 
settling  it.  Ho  would  ask  if  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  correspond  with  the  County  Coun- 
cil with  that  view. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  his  attention  had  been 
already  called  to  Big  Wanganui  Flat  as  a 
suitable  place  for  a  small-farm  settlement,  and 
he  would  act  upon  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
honourable  member. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Special  Poweni 
and  Contracts  Bill  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said, — At  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  although  tho  amendments  are, 
in  my  opinion,  altogether  imjustifiable,  I  do 
not  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with 
them,  for  this  reason:  There  were  seventy 
paragraphs  in  the  schedule,  and,  of  that  num- 
ber, the  Council  struck  out  twenty-three,  re- 
taining forty-seven,  upon  a  variety  of  subjects  ; 
and  I  think  that  the  number  of  matters  loft  in 
tho  Bill  is  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  asking  the 
House  to  a^ree  to  the  amendments.  I  do  so 
because  it  is  to  me  clear  that  if  we  disagree 
with  the  amendments  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity whatever  of  getting  the  Bill  passed^  this 
session ;  and  the  question  presents  itself  to  us 
in  the  practical  form,  Should  we  accept  the 
forty-seven  paragraphs  left  in  the  Bill,  or  should 
we  show  a  just  resentment  at  what  has  been 
done  by  moving  that  the  House  should  disagree 
with  the  amendments  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
lapse  ?  In  my  opinion  we  ought  to  accept  what 
has  been  done,  and  leave  tho  other  matters — 
some  of  which  are  doubtless  very  urgent— over 
for  next  session.  There  is  nothing  to  justify  the 
reckless  and  indiscriminate  manner  in  which 
the  other  Chamber  proceeded  to  mutilate  this 
Bill,  and  to  take  out  of  it  some  of  its  most 
useful  provisions.  I  venture  to  say  that  before 
two  years  are  over  eleven  out  of  twelve  clauses 
which  have  been  rejected  will  be  enacted  by 
tho  Legislature.  No  doubt  it  may  be  objected 
as  a  matter  of  form  that  some  of  these  mat- 
ters should  not  have  been  left  in  tho  Bill ; 
but  I  say  we  have  numerous  precedents  for 
such  provisions  being  embodied  in  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill.  One  of  the  most 
useful  provisions  of  the  Bill  was  that  which 
related  to  the  change  of  tenure  from  the  pas- 
toral deferred-payment  system  to  that  of  per- 
petual leases  under  the  small -runs  system. 
We  did  not,  as  was  generally  supposed  and  ex- 
tensively circulated,  amend  the  Land  Act  at  all. 
It  did  not  affect  tho  existing  Act,  and  only  had 
reference  to  an  Act  repealed  some  years  ago. 
This  clause  was  rejected,  I  am  informed  on 
good  authority,  on  the  specific  ground  that  it 
repealed  part  of  the  Land  Act.  Then,  there  is 
another  remarkable  feature  in  this  case.    In. 
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the  WaKto  Laiuls  Committee  in  another  place 
on'y  three  or  four  clausiCH  altogether  were  ro- 
iectod  111  tlu'  Hill  after  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
had  boon  taken  from  the  heads  of  departments 
and  others,  and  every  clause  was  carefully 
gone  til  rough,  as  was  the  case  in  this  House 
and  before  our  Waste  Lands  Committee ; 
whereas  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  came 
down  to  the  Council  and  moved  the  rejection 
of  twenty -three  paragraphs  in  the  schedule  and 
five  clau.-^i's  in  the  text  of  the  Bill.  I  say  that 
coiuiuec  of  that  kind  seems  to  mc  to  require 
juRtitication.  I  have  said  tliat  many  of  these 
proviMons  arc  of  a  most  useful  kind  ;  and  it  is  a 
▼ory  remarkable  thing  that  the  portions  which 
have  been  in  Wellington  said  to  bo  the  most 
virtuous  in  the  whole  Bill  are  from  the  Council's 
point  of  view  really  the  most  objectionable  of 
ail,  and  have  been  struck  out.  The  Bill  has  been 
entirely  misunderstood.  It  has  bet  n  the  sub- 
ject of  a  great  deal  of  calumny.  A  cry  has  been 
been  raised  of  "  Mad  dog ! "  and  evervbody  has 
tliou^ht  it  his  duty  to  censure  the  Bill.  There 
never  was  a  more  useful  measure  before  the 
House  than  this.  Among  the  clauses  struck  out 
isclauho  15,  dealing  with  the  West  Coast  Settle- 
ment reserves.  I  ha<l  intended  to  introduce  a 
speci'il  Bill  to  deal  with  thib  matter;  but,  as  it 
would  be  substantially  the  same,  it  would  not 
bo  in  oriler.  I  went  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  explained  this 
clause,  and  the  Committee  seemed  perfectly 
sati.">he.l.  Tile  result  of  striking  out  the  clause 
will  be  tliat  a  number  of  lessees  of  Native 
resiTves  will  have  to  remain  another  year  with- 
out their  titles.  1  move,  That  the  amendments 
ma<le  bv  the  Council  be  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NMWMAN. — Is  the  paragraph  dealing 
witli  the  Wellington  Uo.spital  reserves  struck 
out? 

Mr.  BALLAXCK.— Yes. 

Mr.  BKVCK. — Tlie  honourable  gentleman 
has  given  very  instructive  information  as  to 
what  passed  in  another  place  ;  but  it  appears 
to  ine  that  if  we  are  to  enter  into  the  debates 
of  another  place,  and  to  discuss  their  merits, 
wo  must  have  some  representative  from  there 
to  show  us  their  views  of  the  question.  Pcr- 
ha})s  that  would  be  slightly  unconstitutional 
at  present ;  but  it  would  not  be  more  so  than 
the  attempts  at  legislation  made  in  this  Bill, 
sonic  of  which  attempts,  no  doubt,  were  un- 
con«ititutional.  I  agree  that  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  may  be  very  useful  indeed  ;  but  I  have 
warned  the  House  in  three  consecutive  sessions 
that  the  abuse  of  the  Bill  would  lead  to  its  dis- 
continuance. Its  use  is  undeniable  if  confined 
to  its  proper  functions — namely,  the  rectifying 
of  technical  defects,  or  the  elTccting  of  minor 
ohj(!cts  as  to  the  desirability  of  which  all 
parties  can  ngree  —  and  it  is  to  those  objects 
that  the  Bill  should  be  confined.  It  is  not,  to 
my  minil,  a  sutHcient  answer  to  say  that  there 
is  precedj'Ut  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the  blame  for 
the  action  of  the  late*^  Government  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  believe  some  of  their  Bills 
in  this  respect  wcro  objectionable ;  but  I 
tliink  the  objection  has  been  growing  stronger 
^"^       Mr.  liallanct 


and  stronger  up  to  the  presoit  Bill,  ^Isli 
the  most  objectionable  ever  introdieei  \ 
really  inolades  a  great  many  locil  WkwL 
many  amendments  of  general  Acts.  Ttsi 
even  an  amendment  of  the  Land  iet  a  i 
The  Bill,  as  it  was  brought  in,  ooD&SBJii 
the  spirit  of  our  Standing  Ordos  ud  to 
Royal  Instructions,  which  say  thai  iim  i 
the  subjects  dealt  with  in  this  BiUshc^i? 
be  dealt  with  in  sepckrate  pnanfawnti.  la 
not  hero  to  defend  the  Council,  scd  I  ite 
that  possibly  some  things  may  havebeessai 
out  of  the  schedule  which  it  woold  kftiete 
desirable  to  pass,  and  it  may  also  be  thtim 
things  liave  been  retamed  which  it  is  b^ 
sirable  to  pass — indeed,  I  am  of  th^o^; 
but  what  I  want  to  point  oat,  viEkat  pt^ 
into  the  matter  at  all  just  now,  istli£:tt 
when  introducing  a  similar  Bill  next  yen  a 
honourable  gentleman  should  oonfisdistili 
legitimate  objects  if  possible,  and  not  intnte 
into  it  loc."  I  Bills  without  number,  find  as^ 
mcnts  of  the  general  law.  Thafc,atMTnfe, 
putting  the  constitutional  question  onossss. 
is  a  ver>'  inconvenient  practice.  If  thebsiiSJ 
able  gentleman  reduces  the  Bill  tc  its  L^i 
mate  limits,  it  will  be,  as  he  hss  caMiLi 
useful  measure  ;  but,  if  he  persists  in  the  pot- 
tice  of  introducing  objectionable  matier, I  aa 
it  that  the  introduction  of  such  Bills  ffiflbn 
to  be  8topx)ed  altogether,  and  bo  the  LegEJei 
of  the  country  will  lose  the  advantages  cs' Ji^ 
a  Bill.  I  observed  from  a  Press  report  t^* 
Minister  in  another  place,  in  order  to  geitis 
Council  to  pass  the  Bill,  assured  it  thsi  tii 
should  be  the  last  Bill  of  the  kindintraiBC^ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  in  order  toiefe 
to  what  has  been  said  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  BUYCE.— I  agree  that  it  is  out  of  «b& 
but  I  thought  I  was  following  an  illcstnas 
example.  I  will  say,  then,  there  is  r«8ei» 
believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go«B- 
mcnt  that  this  Bill  shall  be  the  last  Bill <^w 
kind  introduced.  I  was  going  to  d»w  a 
inference  from  that — namely,  that  posibljai 
present  Ministry  do  not  expect  to  bein®tt 
very  much  longer,  and  they  wish  to  <3€jg» 
their  successors  of  the  convenience  of  bea| 
able  to  introduce  a  useful  Bill  from  their  P^* 
of  view.  Of  course  I  do  not  know  ho^  t» 
may  be  ;  but,  although  that  may  be  ajoc^ 
reference,  I  am  quite  serious  in  ^"^e  T" 
in  introducing  future  Bills  of  this  kind,^ 
Government  should  endeavour  to  confines® 
to  their  proper  limits.  , 

IMajor  A  T  K I N  S  O  N .  —  The  simphaij^ 
honourable  gentlemen  on  this  side  oi «» 
House  is  quite  refreshing.  I-bcing,Isoi^' 
a  little  older  in  these  matters-sboaW »« 
taken  it  for  granted,  if  I  had  seen  it  s^^* 
responsible  authority  in  another  place  thw^ 
Government  did  not  intend  to  do*I*f^^ 
thing,  that  they  were  going  to  do  it,andncii,» 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotan  taiesJ, 
that,  a  member  of  the  Government  ha^ngi3>» 
a  statement,  the  Government  are  in  the »» 
likely  to  be  bound  by  it :  at  any  raise, 
look  out  for  an  opposite  course  being 
Now,  I  think  the  course  the  honourable  gzna^ 
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proposes  is  probably  the  right  one  —  to 
ty  under  the  circumstances,  what  can  be 
but  X  confess  that  it  is  with  very  great 
b  I  B«e  many  of  the  clauses  have  been 
Ic  out  of  this  Bill,  and  it  is  with  some 
t  tli&t  I  see  certain  clauses  are  retained. 
3.fe8a,  too,  that,  looking  carefully  through 

liAs  been  done,  I  cannot  see  any  guiding 
liple  on  which  the  Council  have  acted.  If 
I  nad  been,  I  should  have  been  very  glad 
pport  the  action  of  the  Council.  If  there 
Deen  any  intention  to  reduce  the  Bill  to  its 
nal  limits  it  would  have  been  understand- 
;  but  it  is  simply  a  case  of  one  bemg 
n.  and  the  other  left.  That  is  the  only 
Lble  explanation  I  can  see  of  the  line  the 
aLoil  acted  on  with  regard  to  this  Bill. 
ly  Tery  useful  clauses,  quite  within  the 
•e  of  the  Bill,  have  been  thrown  out — for 
uice,  the  clause  carrying  out  the  recom- 
idation  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
i  a  special  lease  should  be  granted  to  Mr. 
erliill.  That  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of 
Bill.  It  has  been  shown  that  this  gentle- 
1  has  done  most  useful  service,  that  he  has 
xmdoiibted  claim,  and  that  he  has  ably 
Bted  the  Government  in  every  possible  way. 
B  action  will,  no  doubt,  cause  him  con- 
«&ble  loss,  which  cannot  be  made  up  in  any 
Bible  way ;  and  such  a  clause  should  not 
'e  been  struck  out  without  good  reasons 
ng  shown.  So  with  the  next  clause,  autho- 
ng  the  granting  of  title  to  land  bought  from 
I  Katene  by  MoLecui.  These  clauses  and 
I  others  should  have  been  dealt  with  on  their 
xits;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  they  have 
t  been  dealt  with  on  their  merits  at  all.  I 
t  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  able 
bring  in  a  Bill  rectifying  the  question  of 
i  leases  on  the  West  Coast.  That  is  a  ques- 
<n  of  settlement,  and  leaving  the  defect  un- 
nedied  seriously  affects  both  Natives  and 
iropeans.  However,  I  think  it  is  the  wisest 
arse  under  the  circumstances  to  accept  the 
U  with  the  amendments;  and  I  hope  that 
Kt  year  we  shall  have  the  Special  Powers 
id  Contracts  Bill  brought  down  earlier  if  pos- 
3le,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  come  to 
I  understanding  with  another  place  as  to  the 
inciple  which  is  to  regulate  these  Bills. 
Mr.  HAMLIN. — It  appears  to  me  that  the 
nendments  have  been  made  at  haphazard, 
Dtd  not  on  any  rule  whatever.  It  looks  as  if, 
hen  any  one  proposed  to  strike  out  a  clause, 

was  struck  out  without  any  inquiry  being 
ttde.  It  has  been  said  that  some  clauses 
«re  struck  out  because  they  were  really  local 
^illa ;  but  there  is  no  reason  whatever  in  that, 
ecause  more  than  half  of  what  are  left  are  as 
inch  local  Bills  as  anything  that  has  been 
track  out.  The  greatest  inconvenience  may 
tt  caused  by  the  excision  of  some  of  the  clauses, 
^e,  for  instance,  that  referring  to  the  burial- 
peound  at  Onehunga.  The  present  burial- 
!R>und  is  absolutely  full.  It  was  proposed 
^t,  without  doing  injury  to  any  one,  a  great 
^Bculty  should  be  overcome  by  enabling  the 
Boiough  CSouncil  to  use  the  rents  from  part  of 
h  zecreation  reserve  to  pay  interest  on  money  to 


be  borrowed  to  buy  anew  burial-ground.  I  con- 
sider it  most  unjustifiable  to  reject  that  clause 
on  the  groimd  that  it  was  a  local  Bill.  The 
amendments  seem  to  have  been  made  on  a 
**  Jump,  Jim  Crow "  principle,  and  without 
rhyme  or  reason.  I  really  think  this  House 
should  take  some  notice  of  the  amendments 
made,  for  in  the  case  of  Onehunga  the  amend- 
ment will  cause  most  serious  public  incon- 
venience as  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead,  and 
it  is  quite  likely  that  other  amendments  may 
cause  equal  inconvenience  in  other  places.  If 
the  amendments  had  been  made  on  a  con- 
sistent rule  I  should  not  have  objected  in  the 
slightest ;  but  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind :  and  if - 
an  amendment  is  moved  to  disagree  with  the 
Council's  amendments  I  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— I  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  amendments  in  clause  18  of 
the  Bill  and  sections  22  and  47  of  the  schedule 
be  disagreed  with.  The  House  should  take  some 
stand  on  an  important  question  of  this  sort, 
and  not  simply  pass  it  because  it  is  near  the 
end  of  the  session.  An  important  Bill  of  this 
character,  involving  large  interests  all  over  the 
country,  is  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
House  taking  some  action.  No  other  reason 
has  been  given,  I  believe,  as  to  why  we  should 
accept  these  amendments  than  that  it  is  near 
the  prorogation  ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  stay  to 
do  the  business  of  the  country  for  another 
month  or  six  weeks.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council's  action  has  been  due  to  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  various  subjects  of  the  Bill ;  and 
the  making  of  all  these  amendments  in  this 
way — not  on  any  principle  whatever— and  their 
being  agreed  to  seems  to  me  to  place  members 
in  a  false  position.  I  hope  that  the  House  will 
agree  to  my  amendment,  and  that  we  shall 
have  a  Conference,  because  I  think  that  if 
fresh  light  is  let  into  the  regions  of  darkness 
above  they  may  agree  to  some  of  the  clauses 
struck  out  being  replaced. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  hope  that  the  honour- 
able member  will  not  press  his  amendment, 
because  it  is  clear  that  if  he  does  so  there  will 
be  a  great  risk  of  the  Bill  being  lost,  and  the 
innocent  will  be  sacrificed  to  the  guilty.  The- 
great  fault  is  that  the  Bill  is  not  brought  down 
sufficiently  early  in  the  session :  if  it  could  be 
brought  down  at  an  earlier  period  it  should  be, 
though  I  am  aware  that  there  are  difficulties  in 
the  way,  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  there 
have  to  be  included  in  the  Bill  many  matters 
that  are  not  settled  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
session.  This  Bill  is  one  of  the  things  for  which 
we  have  to  thank  the  Ministry  of  which  the 
author  of  these  amendments  was  a  member. 
The  Bill  was  invented  in  1877  by  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker,  and  was  first  introduced  by  the 
Atkinson  Government.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
things  for  which  the  colony  has  to  thank  that 
Ministry. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  agree  with 
those  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
somewhat  in  terms  of  censure  with  reference 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  for  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  that  House 
have  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  provisions  of 
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•such  a  Bill  as  this,  and  that  they  had  little  time 
to  do  so.  There  in  no  doubt  whalvvcr  that  this 
dt  a  Bill  which  requires  to  be  watched  carefully 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  involvos  a  pyKtom  of  Icgig- 
ilation  which  seems  to  be  entirely  foreign  to  the 
proper  mctho<ls  of  legislation  in  these  colonics. 
Moreover,  it  is  a  Hill  which  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  the  (lovernor  can  assent  to,  because, 
wider  hiH  Instructions,  if  I  remember  aright, 
fiis  Excellency  cann3t  assent  to  a  Bill  in  which 
there  are  a  number  of  distinct  matters  dealt 
with.  I  think  also  that  such  a  Hill  is  contrary 
4o  the  Standing  Orders.  Certainly  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  Standing  Orders  and 
of  the  (iovernor's  In'^truetioiis. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  (iovemor  has  assented 
to  such  Bills  provioiiKlv. 

Mr.  W.  1).  STi'AVABT.-lt  does  not  follow 
be  ouj^ht  to  have  ihmv  so.  It  s<rn:K  to  me  quite 
improper  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  deal  ^\ith 
general  Acts.  Who  would  think  of  l(H>king  in 
this  Bill  for  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act? 
1  must  say  I  sympathize  very  mueli  with  what 
has  been  done  by  the  ('(Mincil,  and  1  think  this 
House  fhould  considir  suriou.-ly  brfon*  it  pa«.ses 
Bills  of  this  kind  ngam.  I  do  not  ppree  with 
tli<»  honourable  member  for  Pert  Chalmers  that 
this  was  a  lm]^py  iinenlion.  It  seems  to  have 
been  an  evil  invention  ;  and  it  is  an  invention 
on  whieli  we  do  not  seem  to  be  improving.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  of  any  use  atrrceing  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  lionouiahle  member  for  Motueka. 
It  is  too  late  m  the  schsion  to  havi-ii  di^cu^«ion 
on  the  subject,  and  if  any  incouvenimce  is  felt 
we  must  blame  ourselves. 

Mr.  SMITH. — 1  am  sorry  the  (lovemment 
cannot  Bee  their  way  to  propose  a  Conference 
between  the  two  Houses  on  this  J^ill,  because 
there  are  a  gcod  many  clauses  Ftruekout  whieh 
ought  to  have  been  ki«pt  iu.  The  other  Chamber 
ieem  to  have  dealt  with  this  I'.ill  in  a  most 
•extraordinary  way.  When  the  liill  came  be- 
fore thin  House  it  was  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  Waste  Lands  (\)mmittce,  and  was  then 
considered  by  a  Committee  of  tlie  whole  House, 
and  then  was  nad  a  third  time  and  pa.ssed. 
Then  it  was  pent  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  the  Waste  I^ar.ds  Committee  there  con- 
sidered it  very  carefully.  Many  clauses — 
amongst  othei-s,  clauses  ;ir)  and  'M) — were])assed 
unanimously  by  that  Committee  afttr  evidence 
had  been  taken  and  cons>idered.  When  the  Bill 
went  back  to  the  whole  Council  it  seemed  that 
if  one  voice  was  raised  in  objectirn  to  a  clause 
that  was  quite  suttieient  to  have  the  clause 
thrown  out.  The  Bill,  having  received  such 
careful  consideration  in  the  Committee,  ought 
not  to  have  been  dealt  with  so  summarily 
by  the  Council.  If  the  amendnn  nt  of  tiie 
honourable  member  lor  Motueka  be  cjirried 
1  shall  move  that  the  amendments  in  clauses 
35  and  :>(i  be  also  disagreed  with.  I  should  not 
like  to  see  th.e  Bill  lost,  because  there  are  many 
clttusis  in  it  vhieh  will  be  of  great  advantuire, 
and  I  si  all  not  press  my  am*  ndment  unless 
the  other  nmonununt  is  carried. 

Major  A'IKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
rA'>rot  supiH»rt  the  amendment:  not  because  I 
<U^  not  think  that  those  clauses  ought  not 
r^a^  W,  D.  SUvart 


to  be  strnclE  out,  but  becuue  tlie  ad  j^ 
session  is  so  close  that  any  atteiBpt  %  ka 
the  matter  discussed  between  the  tvo  iam 
would  result  in  the  Bill  beixig  lost;  ladls 
not  wish  to  see  other  petaons  served  aft 
same  manner  in  which  so  many  hare  bes 

Tiie  House  divided  on  the  questaofi,  'Ite 
the  amendments  to  clause  18  of  the  BI  iri 
sections  22  and  47  of  the  sdM^dnle  bs 
with." 

Ayes,  11, 


Bcetham            Kerr 

Smith. 

Brown                Menteath 

TeSm. 

Bruce                  O'Conor 

Grace 

Hamlin              Scddon 

Hurs^saoBL 

NoKS,  34. 

All  Wright           Lance 

Bq«s 

Bal  lance             Locke 

Ste«aid,\4.: 

Bryco                  MacAndrow         Stewazt,  W  £ 

Buchanan          Moat 

StOGt 

Buckland,W.F.  Montgomery      TbonisoB,J.^ 

Fraser                Moss 

Tole 

(xore                   Newman 

Vogel 

(iroy                    Parata 

Walker. 

Ilislop                 Peacock 

Hobbs                 Pyko 

TainL 

Johnston            Richardson,  £.  Conolly 

Lake                   Rolleaton 

TumbciL 

Pairs 

. 

For. 

Against. 

Cadman 

Mitchelscaz 

Cowan 

Mackeufie^lL^.isi 

Guinness 

Buckland^J.G. 

Lance 

Barron 

Levestam 

Fulton 

O'Callaghan 

Fergus 

Pearson. 

WiLson. 

Majority  against,  23. 
Amendment    negatived,    and    amfirH''^' 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  agreed  to. 

LIBRARY. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  Uie  report  of  tfci 
Library  Committee  be  agreed  to;— beeasR^ 
it  were  not  agreed  to  he  did  not  knov  vitf 
would  happen  during  the  recess,  as  BoMf 
would  be  m  charge.  The  only  objecticotods 
adoption  of  the  report  was  that  noidesi^ 
been  framed  to  meet  the  wish  of  tbe  Beat 
that  books  should  be  circulated  amongst  Btt- 
bcrs  during  the  recess.  The  Commitiee  ki, 
however,  met  the  House  half-way  by  a^a^ 
a  resolution  that  ajiy  one  applying  to  ^ 
Chairman  could  have  any  speciSed  boot  k 
wished  to  see.  He  was  a  member  of  tk 
Library  Committee  himself,  and  nuR^  *f 
that  it  was  simply  impossible  for  the  OsEBSt 
tee  at  present  to  frame  rules  for  lending  boob 
to  members  outside  of  Wellington.  Sachnito 
would  have  to  be  exceedingly  stringent,  beetf* 
it  might  very  easily  happen  that  ss  muy  i 
two  or  three  thousand  volumes  wooldbesAT 
from  the  library  at  one  time.  The  beet  ^ 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  to»gwe^ 
the  report;  and  next  year  the  Hoose  vos^ 
have  time  to  consider  the  whole  mstter.  ^ 
following  was  the  additional  part  of  the  i^ 
to  \\  hich  ho  alluded : — 


Library, 
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'hckt,  having  considered  the  reference  to 
L  regarding  the  lending  of  books  to  mem- 
of  tlie  Legislature  living  at  a  distance  from 
irftgton  during  the  recess,  they  find  that 
^  CLire  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
\^  e£Fect  to  this  recommendation  that  they 
ot  see  their  way  to  carry  it  out  at  present. 
rViey  consider  Uiat,  if  a  particular  work  is 
irecl  by  a  member  in  any  special  case,  an 
ica.tion  to  the  Chairman  may  enable  such 
a\>cr  to  procure  it,  and  that  the  Chairman 
.utViorized  to  lend  books  in  such  cases." 
JT.  :MACANDREW  was  sorry  that  the  con- 
TDbtiozi  of  the  report  had  been  postponed 
il    so   many  memoers  had  left,  because  it 

been  very  fully  discussed,  and  the  House 
.  almost  unanimously  agreed  in  favour  of 
ks  being  lent  to  members  during  the  recess. 
•he  f&ce  of  that  decision  the  Library  Com- 
•tee  bad  taken  up  a  very  peculiar  posi- 
1.  They  had  done  nothing  whatever  to 
and  meet  the  wish  of  the  House.  He  had 
tn  iu  the  habit  of  taking  away  books  for 
bxs  past,  and  so  had  many  other  honour- 
e  members.  It  was  rather  hard  that  they 
)uld  be  pulled  up  at  once  in  this  way  by  a 
olution  of  the  Committee.  No  harm  what- 
ir  had  resulted,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  from 
)  taking-away  of  books.  To  put  himself  in 
ler  he  would  move,  as  an  amendment.  That 
is  House  reaffirms  its  resolution  re  the  taking- 
ray  of  books  from  the  General  Assembly 
>rary  by  members  ot  the  Legislature  during 
o  recess,  and  remits  the  report  back  to  the 
»mmittee  for  further  consideration ;  and, 
BO,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  mem- 
tra  of  the  Committee  who  represent  this 
Anch  of  the  Legislature  to  insist  that,  \i  the 
>rary  is  to  be  available  to  members  residing 
;  Wellington,  it  must  be  equally  so  to  mcm- 
jrs  residing  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
id  not  see  why  this  splendid  library  should 
»  confined  to  the  use  of  five  or  six  members 
aiding  in  Wellington  during  eight  or  nine 
lonths  of  the  year;  and,  notwithstanding 
rhat  the  Premier  had  said,  he  believed  the 
ifficulty  might  easily  have  been  got  over.  He 
txought  the  members  of  the  Committee  repre- 
enting  the  House  had  scarcely  done  their  duty 
II  allowing  the  matter  to  go  by  the  board  by 
lassing  such  a  resolution  as  that  which  had 
leen  brought  up. 

Mr.  LOCKE  must  cxpi-ess  his  agreement 
vith  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
br  Port  Chalmers,  altliough  he  was  afraid  it 
ne  now  too  late  to  take  any  practical  action. 
Most  honourable  members  had  not  the  time 
fturmg  the  session  to  study  the  books  in  the 
library  that  they  would  wish  to  study,  and  they 
were  debarred  from  taking  them  away  during 
the  recess.  Any  one  who  understood  the  value 
of  books  would  take  proper  care  of  them,  and 
would  return  them  in  the  state  in  which  they 
were  taken  away. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  think  honour- 
ftblo  members  realized  the  difficulties  there 
Were  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  rocom- 
mondation  of  the  House.  Only  the  Committee 
Qoald  look  into  the  difficulties  from  a  practical 


point  of  view,  and  they  saw  that  those  difficul- 
ties were  insurmountable.  If  every  honourable 
member  were  allowed  to  take  out  five  or  six  or 
a  dozen  volumes  at  a  time,  there  would  be 
many  thousands  out.  That  would  make  it. 
necessary  to  have  very  stringent  rules,  similar 
to  those  in  force  in  circulating  libraries :  booka 
would  have  to  be  returned  within  a  certain 
time,  and  heavy  fines  would  have  to  be  imposed 
if  they  were  kept  too  long  ;  and  if  the  books  in 
charge  of  any  person  were  injured  they  would 
have  to  be  paid  for,  in  which  case  it  would  pro- 
bably bo  necessary  to  insist  on  a  deposit  before- 
the  books  were  taken  out.  Then,  again,  sup- 
posing Mr.  A.  took  out  three,  or  four,  or  five- 
volumes,  and  kept  them  for  a  number  of 
months,  Mr.  B.  might  want  to  see  them  ;  and. 
what  was  he  to  do  ?  And  if  Mr.  B.  got  them, 
Mr.  G.  might  want  thom  ;  so  that  there  was  no* 
knowing  where  the  difficulty  would  end.  In 
fact,  all  books  of  value  should  be  kept  in  the- 
library,  for  if  they  were  lent  all  over  the  coun- 
try the  result  would  be  that  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  loss,  not  to  say  heart- 
burning. One  could  not  have  a  library  like 
this  all  over  the  colony  any  more  than  one 
could  a  museum.  There  wore  certain  things 
which  must  be  in  a  great  centre,  and  this 
was  one.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Library  Committee  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KKRR  sympathized  very  much  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and 
thought  it  was  a  groat  pity  that  this  splendid 
library  should  bo  stuck  up  in  one  place  ;  but  he 
must  say  that  the  compromise  ofiercd  by  the 
Premier  was  a  fair  one.  It  was  only  seientiflo 
books  which  would  bo  wanted  out  of  the  library, 
and  any  one  could  get  those  by  giving  proper 
security.  It  would  bo  well  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Committee,  and  then  see  what 
could  1)0  done  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  confess  tliat  he 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  and  disagreed  altogether  with  th» 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  conjure  up  bogeys,  and  so  manage 
that  only  some  few  members,  residing  in  Wel- 
lington, should  have  the  use  of  the  books.  Of 
course  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  proper 
regulations ;  but  ho  did  not  see  any  difficulty  in 
framing  them.  He  would  certainly  not  rest 
until  tho  privilege  was  given  to  members  in  all 

f>arts  of  the  colony  to  have  the  use  of  the 
ibrary  books.  He  would  suggest  that  they 
should  express  their  views  to  the  Recess  Com- 
mittee, and  did  not  know  why  the  House  should 
not  instruct  them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Committee  had  met 
the  House  half-way  by  saying  that  boolcs  could 
be  got  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  in  a  special 
case  ;  and  ho  declined  altogether  to  go  to  the 
Committee  and  beg  as  a  favour  that  to  which 
he  had  a  perfect  right. 

Sir  U.  STOUT  asked  what  books  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  taken  out. 

Major  ATKINSON.—All  but  books  of  rcfor-^ 
ence. 
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.    *--  .aciude  I  p£  tc  I-erd  thes^e  bofo  ili^  t  z^  5t  ~- 
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;  Zr.z  I..  ».i«:ut  a  hundred  ir  i  Irr-per-^  ij 

;  v.^rv  *2-:r»  lime  the  bir»i  -•  ':iij  »:_.  a  3 

^1  ^a«  ST     c«-rtc«:;   or  disappear  e.:  j-:^zj»r     Zzr  ^ 

.     ;;    »i.    hu;    K  —  J  r^i  a  fa.ise  princ:p.>*x  li  r?cir::  :    . 

w' t  iliat     i:L-T   cc-iht   immeii5«  r  _zi-»;r-  n  z*  i 

■   ■.  .1  tiavo    \  friLirf^  price,   the   cc~i    f  .i:lirj» 
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>:.  n  tlit'v     »ri  re  rct.ie  months.     A>  z-z  Tl.i^.oa.n'ai 

:...i  only     --       i.i  :K-jx-ionally  appc-^':i  T  -r  izsiJ! 

'  -^.t-med  to     T'.  t   I*    :r    Thackeray   "cr  .'?    :-;^-  1:2 

.'  juirmer"     i-  x-_l  ::  i:  £  author,  shc»- .  :-i  z  :i  L-aS 

.1    Ai  ciiy  m     ^     -•:-::    the  pernian<ri::  ...liT' 

-.iLtirtin.e        !-r    z  2.1     E  agreed  iha  u.  jezii:* 

a  niajntA'n-     wi^ie  .£  r:  .  ..c  money  in  r -jr: -x- zx -zi  x? 

»    tt  at  tli'T     - -ZL  .♦  r  -:   i^.vks  of  lif^ht  L-.^ri:  r  i_':i^ 

::'.rsof  tLe     :c    ;«   :: -j:  ;   in   the   hbnir.      Zz.-^  vv-i.;  ^ 

;  uic  libiary     "  ^z:  ....r-iizre  were  to  be  f.n- LLr:-:-s 

i^r   r   — ITS — liiere  was  nc  r^ir- z 'i"  iij^ 

I**  had  bt-t.n     ..*r!>  *_-:i.i  sav  they  were  Cfrrr^r-  .£  liiS, 

►•  .i.vd  knovvn    Ar^i  .ls  :  r  »j-;j:s  of  refereECc.  :t  t  -^  t>  s- 

.0   the    same     :r  -    .'  lz«    v  -^able  that  tb^y  -1  -  i --*'  '^ 

~ -J      He  was  one  who  \» :  ^^   f  »:"-".' 

.;.  -.  --  i  r- ^  as  was  sugg€>:r^  ,-  ~:^r.r. 
x:.  1  z-r  -^.L^.y  objected  tc  .1.  iz  1  -  :l:zzi 
:  <  o- -i.:ry  mcu'.d  approve  c:  -L  H: -:-i 
x.<o  re  ^5  J  IS  ihat  if  ih:?  r:^  ''^z^*^ 
mcn^^tr^  w-^.i.  '  b^  subjectt-v^  ^'  1  r:"--^  -^  ^ 
rn.>si:r-e  ii  ni  <z-j:.:ents  for  b*  £>.  ir::-'"-^ 
w.-d.-i  je  Ljj.:  A  large  numltr  :: --.'.ii  *'-^ 
be  !-.^c  -T  .r.  Tr.'i. 

3Ir.  Kz\r:-ATH  did  no:  urffr^'^^'i^ 
arvT-Miieni  .t  1.  r:  honourable  minirf:.'-'- ^ 
don  al  .i —  ii  the  considerai.ci:  :i  zic  na 
honomruza  ttjus  to  be  taken  ir.r  ir~-z::a 
o:iiii-c::-n  wr:h  this  matter,  thiLir?  }i:-v58, 
\%  h  -^  rvv'-. iv'^u  JLl.4L>0  a  year,  ouzl:  '^  rtT.rM 
soni.:.i.:u  towards  the  hbrary.  K-  'z^^^^J^ 
tiie  pnv.»vt:e  ct  getting  as  mar.y  c«-^-i^A^^e 
wanteti  out  cf  the  Hbrary,  and  he  ci-r'-^l 
thjLt  priviu go,  but  was  not  siimcicHLvi  -^ 
m  the  manctr"  to  say  that  he  thojgLtm« 
should  not  hvwe  tb.e  same  priviltge.  k  '[^ 
in  an  i*ile*::timate  manner  tliat  wasdcce'^^ 
it  was  now  proposed  should  be  doDc  iecs- 
matciy.  He  saw  no  reason  why  hcnonias^ 
members  residing  outside  tJie  Weilicctos  D"-*- 
triot  sliculd  not  have  the  same  pmit^ji**" 
the  Wollir-.gton  members,  and  f or  tiiat R-a5<^J^ b* 
should  vote  for  the  amendment 

Mr.  FISHER  could  not  understand wcaitH 
this  fuhS  'Vii5  about  concoriiijigthe  bc'iro^^' 
books.  Though  he  lived  in  Wellington,  dim 
the  few  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  tk 
House  ho  had  taken  out  of  the  hbrary  t«« 
books.  For  his  part,  he  concurred  in  ^^^ 
Ruskin  said  about  books— that  a  man  slioU 
buy  and  not  borrow  them.  During  those a*^ 
of  cheap  printing  one  could  buy  standard  nw 
at  ninepence  or  a  shilling  each.  The  i^^"^ 
sending  for  a  book  from  a  distant  part  « ** 
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ny,  it  seemed  to  him,  mast  be  that  a  person 
tecl  to  speak  or  write  on  a  special  subject ; 

lie  thought  it  probable  that  in  most  ceises 
I  before  the  book  reached  its  destination 
necessity  for  sending  it  would  have  passed 
y.  As  to  light  literature,  he  did  not  care  a 
:yw  T^liether  that  was  circulated  or  not,  but 
thought  the  reference-books  should  not  be 
b  out,  because  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
tn  back  again,  and  if  they  were  lost  it  would 
b  yeax  before  some  of  them  could  be  replaced. 
m  standard  literature  was  so  cheap  that  it 
I  possible  for  any  man  to  collect  a  library  of 
ks.  He  might  be  pardoned  for  saying  that 
kept  a  small  reference-library  of  his  own, 
I  BO  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
,  even  from  their  rich  parlistmentary  library, 
e  cost  of  keeping  a  small  reference-library 
B  now  8o  little  as  to  render  almost  any  man 
Lependent  of  borrowing  from  a  reference- 
rary  at  all. 

Hr.  CONOLLY  said  that  if  the  amendment 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
tre  carried  there  would  be  no  Library  Com- 
ittee  at  all. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No  great  loss. 
Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  that  would  be  ex- 
unely  andesirable.   If  this  were  referred  back 

the  Joint  Library  Committee  there  was  not 
le  slightest  chance  of  that  Committee  meet- 
g  to  reconsider  it,  as  half  of  the  members  of 
le  Committee  had  gone  away.  It  appeared  to 
Im  that  the  arrangement  which  the  Commit- 
e  proposed  to  make  was  going  quite  as  far  as 
ley  should  go. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

tJBLiIC  WORKS  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
lird  time. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  and  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
ime. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,— Before  the  Bill  is 
ead  a  third  time  I  propose  to  address  a  few 
emarks  to  the  House.  I  do  not  propose  to  de- 
ain  the  House  at  any  great  length,  although 
vere  I  to  attempt  to  catalogue  the  sins  of 
lonourable  gentlemen  opposite  I  am  afraid  we 
ihould  have  to  put  off  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment for  a  day  or  two.  I  feel  a  little  sorry 
Aiat  the  Treasurer  has  not  made  a  speech  upon 
die  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  fulfilment  of 
tk  pledge  which  he  gave  to  show  us  that  the 
Premier  does  not  understand  the  use  of  the 
English  language,  and  that  whenever  he  made 
a  speech  he  made  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  require 
the  Treasurer  to  interpret  it  for  him  in  order 
that  the  public  generally  might  understand  it. 
^ow,  I  understand  the  object  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  undertaken  to-day  is  to  interpret 
the  speech  of  the  Premier  at  Invercargill,  and 
to  show  us  and  the  country  generally, — and,  no 
doubt,  the  Premier  himself, — that  we  are  all 
^"fong  in  the  interpretation  we  put  upon  it.  I 
liope,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does  that, 
that  the  Premier  will,  if  I  may  venture  to  sug- 


gest it,  and  if  he  has  sufficiently  recovered  his 
health,  pluck  up  sufficient  spirit  in  the  face  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  just  to  say  that 
he  is  quite  capable  of  sa3ring  what  he  means, 
and  that,  when  he  desires  to  tell  the  public 
he  does  mean  limited  borrowing  and  "  taper- 
ing ofi,"  he  says  so,  and  does  not  re- 
quire the  Treasurer  to  interpret  his  speeches 
for  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  sufficiently  recovered  to 
take  that  stand,  but  I  do  hope,  in  his  own 
interest,  he  will  see  his  way  to  do  it  on  the 
present  occasion.  Now,  I  must  just  ask  you, 
Sir,  to  look  at  the  financial  management  of  the 
Gbvemment.  We  know  our  prosperity  is  based 
to  a  great  extent  on  sound  finance.  We  know 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  great  financier, 
and  we  know  he  came  two  short  years  ago  to 
put  us  right  in  these  matters.  We  were  then 
in  a  terrible  muddle,  you  will  recollect,  and  tho 
honourable  gentleman  had  only  been  in  office 
a  week  or  two — no,  I  am  wrong,  it  was  only  a 
few  days — ^when  he  had  found  out  or  got  upon 
the  trail  of  such  terrible  disclosures  that  he 
announced  in  this  House  that  nothing  but 
physical  force  would  remove  him  from  those 
benches  until  he  had  made  a  full  discovery. 
Well,  the  House  waited,  almost  breathless, 
and 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  quote  me  correctly.  That  is 
not  correct. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  me  the  correct  quotation  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man want  to  know  what  I  said? 

^lajor  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  In  face  of  the  harassing 
manoeuvres  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  so  well  able  to  carry  on,  I  said  that  the 
Government  were  determined  they  would  an- 
nounce their  financial  policy  before  they  left 
these  benches. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Why,  they  have  not  an- 
nounced it  yet.  They  have  kept  on  the  benchcK» 
it  is  true ;  but  I  venture  to  think  they  will  have 
left  the  benches  long  before  they  announce  it, 
because  they  do  not  understand  it  thcmselvep, 
as  I  am  going  to  show.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  is  very  good,  and  so  is  mine ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
corrections  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  ho 
has  only  given  us  part  of  what  he  said  ho 
would  give.  He  told  us  ho  was  going  to  give  ns 
a  financial  policy.  And  a  wonderful  policy  it 
was,  as  I  mean  to  show.  He  wont  on  further 
to  say  that  until  he  got  to  the  bottom  of  tho 
finances  of  tho  colony — and  he  has  not  got  to 
the  bottom  of  them  yet  —  nothing  but  per- 
sonal force  should  take  him  away  from  those 
benches. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — That  is  a  misstatement. 
I  said  I  wanted  to  look  into  tho  honourable 
gentleman's  transactions. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  time  to  look  into  my  trans- 
actions, and  if  I  had  committed  any  come  he 
would  have  found  me  out  before  now. 
honourable  gentleman  having  fai^ 
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any  of  those  disroviTics,  I  now  come  to  what  ho 
promised  to  do  fi»r  ii»;  because,  afti*r  all,  that 
18  the  most  important.  I  venture  to  say  that 
Uie  honourable  geiiilemon  was  quite  unable  to 
make  any  of  the  exposures  wliieh  ho  talked  of 
making,  and  I  behove  that  when  it  comes  to  be 
hiH  time  to  leave  the  Government  benches  he 
will  not  be  able  to  kIiow  so  clean  a  sheet  as  the 
bite  (rovernment  were  able  to  show.  I  fear 
that  will  be  the  cose,  because  we  have  already 
inul  Heainlals  of  a  rather  serious  nature  ;  and  I 
venture  to  tliink  that  before  the  honourable 
g'Mitleman  :8  finally  got  rid  of  we  shall  have 
proved  against  him  matters  wliich  certainly 
would  n  »t  compare  with  any  of  the  actions  on 
the  pArC  of  the  late  Government.  Then,  what 
was  the  honourable  gentleman  going  to  do? 
He  to!  I  us,  •'  Under  a  reinstated  fiiuuico  and 
dimmi'^Iied  expenditure  the  country  will,  we 
are  ronvi.ired,  rouse  itself  from  apatliy  and 
Mprin^  forward  in  leaps  and  bounds  of  pro- 
gress.'* That  was  the  very  hopeful  spirit  hi 
whieh  ho  spike.  The  honourable  gentleman 
may  lau/h.  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so  long 
aj-o  th.it  tMe  honourable  gentleman  had  for- 
g'.lten  all  ab')Ut  saying  this.  Ho  is,  perhaps, 
ast  Miishrd  that  we  couhl  think  of  turning 
bai'k  to  two  Vf.irs  ago  and  what  ho  then  ])ro- 
niisrd  ;  but.  still,  I  am  going  to  do  it.  Then 
he  g  jcr  on  to  say,  *'  \V  ith  common  prudence 
we  n"ed  have  no  more  financial  embarrassment 
or  vexatious  taxation" — 1  am  not  quoting  con- 
tinuo'isly,  but  I  am  quoting  tlio  honourable 
genthman  fairly — and  he  adds  that  the  finances 
•*  are  sullering  only  from  mismanagement;  that 
tliev  are  elastic  and  buoyant  enough  to  satisfy 
the  mo.',t  exacting  financier;  that  oppressive 
taxn^ion  is  not  rrquircd  ;  and  that  under  good 
goverM'fi«'nt  we  may  safely  rely  on  a  progres- 
sive iinorovenunt  in  our  resources."  Now 
what  \i  the  position?  1  am  going  to  trouble 
the  House  with  verv  few  figures,  but  I  must 
ju:t  \\  u  a  few  before  honourable  members. 
Hut  fir'.t  I  must  call  attention  to  the  speech 
mad'*  bv  tlie  Premier  at  Dunedin.  In  that 
.^p«•  H'li  t!uj  Premier  told  ua  that  he  was  not  fit 
for  iiis  place  unless  ho  could  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure bv  from  i:80,0(X)  to  .i;ia),0(X). 

Sir  M.  S  T  O  I'  T.— And,  but  for  Defence,  wc 
should  have  dono  it.  I  spoke  in  1S84,  when 
we  hail  no  knowledge  of  tho  war-scare  that 
was  to  come. 

Major  ATKINSON. — That  is  an  excuse  that 
will  not  answer.  The  honourable  gontleman 
said  he  wouUl  do  it ;  and  as  a  prudent  man 
be  ou'^'it  to  liave  been  prepared  for  what  was 
coming.  We  had  already  taken  steps  to  esta- 
blish a  land  fi>rce  in  the  colony.  My  honourable 
friend  tlio  memhtr  for  Waitotara  and  I  always 
intended  to  eota!)lish  that  land  force,  and  my 
honourable  friend  actually  had  the  Constabu- 
lary in  training  for  using  the  big  guns  at  the 
time  we  left  olhce  ;  and  we  had  prepared  a 
Mchemo  of  defence,  and  were  about  to  ask  the 
House  to  adopt  it.  We  had  not  entered  into  it 
very  fullv,  but  were  about  to  do  so  when  wc 
were  turiiod  out  of  office.  Well,  the  Premier 
undertook  to  save  expenditure  by  from  tS^J.COO 
%o  £UK>.(H)0  a  year,  and  said  that  if  he  did  net 
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do  so  he  wiis  not  lit  for  his  pl&ce;  iua 
he  done  it  ?  The  expenditure  in  eonsET^ak 
of  tho  war-Bcaro  will  not  help  the  hfsasmtk 
gentleman  at  all,  because  the  amouat  atk 
estimates  at  present  for  defence  is  n^t  sosai 
as  it  WM  in  188;^84.  The  honourable  i 
man  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  aboi^  i 
Armed  Constabularj'.  Now,  the  Anrec  Ci» 
stabulary  at  that  time  cost  ^0,QOQ  a  tm3-£ 
mav  bo  that  it  cost  1*80,000  &  yeiir. 

Sir   R.   STOUT.  —  That    is    not   a!l  I 
going  to  reduce. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  helps  im.  5a». 
I  want  to  know  where  is  the  rest,  I  wisgsaj 
to  point  out  that  his  promised  redaction  csdt 
not  have  depended  on  that  item  aloat.  It* 
cause  the  cost  of  the  Armed  Gon-iabJsjr 
was  less  than  the  total  amount  bj  whiek^ 
honourable  gentleman  said  he  woald  ut^ot 
the  exp(:nditure.  Now,  I  have  ju^t  take^i  db 
these  tigures.  If  honourable  gentlemsa  w£ 
turn  to  the  expenditure  for  the  year  Ib85-J?*- 
that  IS,  tlie  last  complete  year  we  ircre  :n  o^se 
— they  will  see  that  the  total  of  the  expeA 
ture  on  the  twelve  classes  of  the  esr!nias> 
excluding  permanent  appropriations  l:«cc«* 
it  is  not  fair  to  include  them  in  my  argT^es 
just  now,  amounted  to  i::2, 0)0,344. '  NSst.  1^ 
total  last  year,  when  the  honourable  jfcit^ 
man  must  have  had  full  time  to  nmie  asy 
reductions  that  he  thought  to  be  ncceaearr, 
was  .tii,108,404. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.  — Does  that  incluie  ^- 
sidies? 

Major  ATKINSON.  — No.  That  siuiplTia- 
cludes  the  twelve  classes  of  the  ordiiiary  fsa- 
matcs ;  and,  as  "  expenses  of  members "  «» 
provided  for  under  Act  in  both  years,  ih-:3» 
not  require  consideration.  You  will  set-  a:?c.o8 
that  the  expenditure  was  considerably  11:^ 
during  last  year  than  it  was  daring  i.v.  jA 
year  when  we  were  in  office.  Dut  the  b  .aiHi- 
able  gentleman  may  fairly  say  that  our  ra..^,^ 
made  a  great  difference — and  it  is  qnit^;  trss; 
and  therefore  from  both  years  I  sub:iact  tbt 
railway  vote,  thus  making  the  compariscsn  coito 
fair  so  far  as  that  is  concomcd.  Then  w«fe» 
a  total  expenditure  of  ail, :S.S  1,828,  as  asiist 
a  total  expenditure  for  ia^3-S4  of  k.l:M,d 
There  is  a  difference  of  t47,tK)0.  But  it  re- 
quires still  further  correction  in  order  tDg"i»i 
the  honourable  gentleman  every  possible  cnaM* 
of  saying  that  he  has  fullilled  his  obi:gatiias8. 
You  wdl  lind  that  there  is  i;25,000  for  deft^ca 
put  upon  loan  that  year,  which  must  be  s.^^ 
to  tho  amount  1  have  already  stated.  On»h« 
other  hand  he  may  say  that  the  education  t;^ 
has  increased  by  natural  growth,  and  tb&titii 
hardly  fair  to  charge  that  upon  the  honoarabl* 
gentleman  as  an  increase  in  the  public  expeadi- 
ture.  Therefore  I  deduct  £44,826,  the  adii* 
tional  amount  of  tlie  t'ducation  vote.  But  jet, 
in  spite  of  every  favourable  circumstance,  die 
comparison  still  comes  to  this:  that  tho  eip^a- 
diture  last  year  was  £27,531  more  than  in  tfe 
year  1883-84.  That  is  after  making  every  al- 
lowance for  railways  and  for  education  :  tbca^i 
I  had  no  right  to  make  any  allowance  for  tat 
education  vote,  becau:>e  tho  honourable  gentld- 
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kn.  had  undortaken  to  give  us  a  better  sya- 
n.  of  education  at  a  cheaper  rate — not  the 
emier,  but  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  And  the 
^vemment  did  come  down  and  propose  to 
ce  5s.  off  the  capitation  allowance ;  but 
a  House  insisted  on  its  being  put  back. 
ell,  tliat  is  the  result  of  two  years  of  office, 
•koagh  the  honourable  gentleman  pledged 
mself  to  reduce  the  expenditure  by  from 
0«000  to  £100,000 :  that  the  expenditure  has 
en.  increased  on  the  twelve  departments  of 
>vemxnent  by  £27,000.  I  hope  the  Premier 
ill  &ns^er  that.  I  hope  he  will  tell  us  how  it 
that  he  could  not  get  his  way.  It  is  quite 
(elesa  for  him  to  tell  us  about  the  Kussian- 
Bbr  scare,  because  that  is  no  answer  at  all. 
^e  pointed  out,  when  the  honourable  gentle* 
ian  proposed  to  reduce  the  Constabulary  vote 
t  the  very  low  amount  that  he  fixed  on,  that 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
>untry ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  soon 
»nnd  that  out.  They  have  professed  to  make 
reduction  in  the  Constabulary  vote ;  but  it 
I  a  reduction  merely  in  name,  because  they 
ave  simply  transferred  the  men  to  the  Per- 
lanent  Force,  and  the  Volunteer  expenditure 
as  been  increased.  I  have  said  nothing  about 
iie  permanent  charges,  but  the  honourable 
entleman  told  us  that,  by  the  aid  of  the  Act 
rhich  he  passed  to  seize  the  sinking  fund,  or, 
ather,  to  make  provision  for  the  sinking  fund 
•ut  of  loan  if  we  would  agree  to  do  that,  he 
ould  effect  an  immense  relief.  Here  is  what 
te  said  :  "  It  means  this :  that,  without  adding 
arther  to  the  annual  charges  than  at  present, 
'ou  may  borrow  seven  and  a  half  millions 
additional."  But  what  are  the  facts?  The 
Jermanent  charges  last  year  were  £123,000 
nore  than  thoy  were  in  1883-84.  So  that  we 
ind  that,  not witli standing  that  the  honourable 
{enileman  got  his  Act,  notwithstanding  that 
36  effected  the  inscription,  the  charges  are 
)eing  increased  very  largely,  and  that  there  is 
BO  probability,  according  to  the  plan  that  the 
inscription  is  now  going  on,  of  those  charges 
i>eing  reduced,  but  that  they  must  go  on 
largely  increasmg.  The  Premier,  at  Invercar- 
Sfill,  very  properly  told  the  people,  although 
khe  Treasurer  denies  it,  that  every  additional 
million  borrowed  means  an  additional  charge 
of  £40.000  a  vcar. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  was  in  Dunedin. 

M.ajor  ATKINSON.— Yes,  that  was  in  Dun- 
edin. I  am  glad  the  Premier  admits  it.  The 
Premier  will  have  to  look  out  very  sharp  this 
afternoon  whilst  the  Treasurer  is  doing  his  in- 
terpretation for  him,  or  ho  will  find  himself  in 
still  greater  difficulties  than  he  is  in  now.  We 
find  an  utter  failure  so  far  as  economy  goes, 
and  1)0  statement  as  to  the  defence -scare  will 
Itelp  the  honourable  gentleman  at  all.  It  may 
Wp  him  to  a  small  amount ;  but  the  very  ut- 
most he  could  have  reduced  the  Constabulary 
^te  would  have  been  £30,000  or  £40,000. 
Well,  we  had  the  Colonial  Treasurer  making 
tliat  statement,  and  we  find  that  he  has 
ttot  canied  out  his  words.  We  fin4  that  the 
liOQourable  gentleman  has  really  added  to  our 
burdens  something  like  £123,000.    That  amount 
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may  require  a  liftle  alteration  with  regard  to 
the  interest  being  carried  over.    Honourable 
members  know  that  on  operations  taking  place 
at  particular  times  of  the  year  sometimes  there 
is  as  much  as  £40,000  or  £50,000  thrown  over 
from  one  year  to  the  other.    It  is  very  clear 
that  £100,000  more  is  being  paid  this  year, 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that- 
we  should   not   require    any   further   charge 
on  the  public  revenues  until  we  had  borrowed 
an   additional    seven    and   a   half    millions; 
and,  of  course,  we  have  not  borrowed  any- 
thing like  half  that  sum  up   to  the  present 
time.    Then,  I  suppose  that  is  the  effect  of 
the  " reinstated  finance" — which  was  in  such 
a  state  when  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
office  that  it  only  required  proper  management. 
It  was  elastic  and  buoyant  enough  to  satisfy 
the  most  exacting  financier.    And  these  are  the 
results  we  have  come  to:  increased  expendi- 
ture and  increased  taxation.    The  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  he  was  going  to  abolish  the 
property-tax,  "with  its  crushing  effects  upon 
the  progress  of  the  colony"  —  I  am  quoting 
from  an  official  document.    Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  believe  that,  when  he  made 
that  statement  ?  and,  if  he  did,  does  he  believe 
it  now  ?    The  honourable  gentleman  is  on  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma.    He  has  utterly  failed, 
with  all  his  resources,  to  provide  a  sufficient 
substitute  for  this  tax ;  or  he  has  come  to  the 
belief  that  this  tax  is  a  right  tax  and  does  not 
crush  the  industries  of  the  colony.    I  want  the  ^ 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  us  which  it  is. 
I  thought  that  he  had  come  to  believe  that 
the  tax  was  a  reasonable  and  right  one,  and 
I  was  rather  pleased  that  he  should  have  ar- 
rived at  that  conclusion,  and  I  should  have  be- 
lieved it  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  remarks 
which    I    heard    recently.     The    honourable 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  tell  the  country  how 
it  is,  if  he  believes  the  tax  to  be  crushing  the 
industries  of  the  colony,  he  continues  it.    It 
is  not  even  at  the  amount  it  was  then.    The 
honourable  gentleman  has  actually  increased 
it  since  he   has  taken  office — increased  this 
tax  which  was  having  a  terrible  efiect  on  the 
colony.    The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  at 
that  time  that  he  saw  his  way  to  repeal  it,  and 
that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  pledge  that  no 
local  rates  should  be  put  on    that  year,  he 
would  have  repealed  it  then.    But  now  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  come  to  know 
a  little  of  the  afiaii-s  of  the  colony,  he  knows 
that  the  thing  was  impossible;  and  that  tax 
has  practically  been  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.    Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  complains  that  there  is  not  Ruffi- 
ciont  elasticity  in  the  Customs ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  actually  getting  more  out  of 
the  Customs  than  we  got  in  1883  and  1884. 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  undertook 
to  relievo  us  of  taxation,  he  has  asked  us  more 
than  once  to  increase  the  Customs  duties.    I 
want  to  know  how  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
going  to  reconcile  those  two  things.    One  more 
reference  to  this  Statement.    Tlie  honourable 
gentleman  goes  on  to  say,  **  With  common 
prudence   we  need   have  no   more   financial  ^^ 
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any  of  those  disoovcricB,  I  now  como  to  what  he 
promiscMl  to  do  for  us;  because,  after  all,  that 
in  the  most  important.     I  venture  to  bay  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  unable  to 
make  any  of  the  exposures  which  ho  talked  of 
making,  and  I  believe  that  when  it  comes  to  be 
his  time  to  leave  the  Govcrnniont  benches  he 
will  not  bo  able  to  show  bo  clean  a  sheet  as  the 
bite   (lovernment  were  able  to  show.     I   fear 
that  will  be  the  case,  because  we  have  already 
iirtd  scandals  of  a  rather  serious  nature;  and  I 
vtuiture  to  tliink  that   before   the   honourable 
gentleman  -.s  finally  got  rid  of  we  shall  have 
provrd   at^ainst   him   matters   wliich  certainly 
would  not  compare  with  any  of  the  actions  on 
the  pan  of  the  late  Government.     Then,  what 
was   tlie   honourable  gentleman  ^oinj?  to   do? 
He  toll  us,  "Under  a  reinstated  finance  and 
dimini'-Iied  expenditure  the  country   wdl,  wo 
are  oonviiicetl,   rouse  itself   from   apathy  and 
Hprin^    foi-Aiurd    in    leaps   and    bounds  of   pro- 
i*rc^ii."     That  was  the  very  hopeful   spirit   in 
which   ho  spoke.     The   honourable  gentleman 
may  laii^di,  but  1  have  no  doubt  it  is  so  long 
a^o  that  t!io  honourable  gentleman  had   for- 
g"tte!i  all  about  saying  this.     He  is,  perhaps, 
ast  Miished    that    we    could    think   of    turnin^j 
baik  to  two  yt  ars  ago  and  what  he  then  pro- 
niisttl ;  but,  still,  I  am  going  to  do  it.     Then 
he  ^; jcr  on   to  say,  *'  With  common  prudenc 
we  n«'od  have  no  more  financial  embarrassmen! 
or  vexatious  taxation  " — I  am  not  quoting  cod 
tinuo'isly,  but   I   am  quoting  tlio   honouralu 
gentleman  fairly— and  he  adds  that  the  finan-  ■ 
•'  are  sulTering  only  from  mismanagement;  tl; 
tliev  are  elastic  and  buoyant  enough  to  saii 
tlie    mor,t  exacting   financier;  that  opprc- 
taxation  is  not  required  ;  and  that  under  ;• 
governvKMit  we  may  safely  rely  on  a  pr.'.. 
Miv(i    ;m[>rovenunt    in    our   resources." 
what  i.->   the   position?     I  am  going  to  tr 
the   House  witli   very  few  figures,  but   I 
juot   ]>  It  a   few    before   honourable   mc  i 
Kut  fir^t  I  must  call  attention  to  the 
ma.h'  bv   the   Piemier  at    Dunedin.     1 
sp"  eh  tlie  Premier  told  us  that  he  w.' 
for  Ills  place  unless  ho  could   reduc 
pendiiure  l»v  from  i:80,0(X)  to  i:100,00i». 

Sir  R.  STOL' T.— And,  butfor  I).  ' 
should  have  done  it.  I  spoke  in  1' 
we  had  no  knowledge  of  tho  war- 
was  to  come. 

Majoi  ATKINSON.— That  is  an  r 
will    not   answer.     The  honourabu 
said  he  would  do  it;   and  as  a  i  -,  **: 

he  ou'^hti  DO  liave  been  prepared   ■ 
coming.     We  hail  already  taken  "^ 
blish  a  land  force  in  the  colony.    M 
friend  the  member  for  Waitotara  •  . 

intended  to  establish  that  land  -  •«_- 

lionourable  friend  actually  hud  • 
lary  in  training  for  using  tho  I  _ 

time  wo   left   office ;   and    we    ! 
Mcheme  of  defence,  and  were  n 
House  to  adopt  it.     We  had  n- 
very  fully,  but  were  about  tr 
were  turned  out  of  office.     W 
undertook  to  save  expenditnr- 
to  £1()().(WK)  a  year,  and  said  : 
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Tr*  rnier,  what  did  he  d' 

iikt-  large  district-s — hewiii 

,    .:*    the  colony.     Some  of  iS!  • 

11  at  the  idea.  What  was  the  rts 

..io!e  gentlcmaji   very  properijJ 

•  .'   juiins    during     the  reeess  s: 

colony  and  make  himself  &c(ps 

L    >.'    local  bodies,    their  doings,  rtc-; 

.   and   feelings.       Then    he  made  a 

i.  in  which  he  told  us  that  hcioci 

.   :  t-  d  to  our  principles  in  this  m&tter.  1 

-,  "We  must  have  no  revolutiomzirig: ' 

.1  gradually  grow.    I  must  take  the  ii;S 

•  s  as   they  are.     I   do  not  .see  my  «' 

;. .aiding  them,  but  I  will  render  their  »3 

re  clftcient."     The  honourable  gentlsisiE' 

:    work,  and  we  have  got  the  Coujiti«iQ** 

■'..c  Municipal  Corporations  Act  as  the  R*^' 

V.c  find  that  the  coimtry  is  going  on  €»- 

:iie  same  lines  that  it  was  in  ISSii,  butt^^* 

ohmery  is  being  improved  by  past  eipef't^' 

I   am  very  glad   indeed   that  the  houc-:^' 

J  contleman   has  come    round   to  a  /V^'  *^ 

i  reasonable  way  of  thinking;  but  Iwonldpe^^ 

I  out  that  it  was  on   entirely  distinct  gr-'' 

'  from  those  on  which   the  honourdhle  p^' 

men  took  office  and  pledged  themseh'es  tc  *^ 

I  do  not  object  to  the  honourable  genil-^ 

coming  to  a  reasonable  mind;  only^^'^^ 

ject  to  them  appearing  to  close  their  eves  to '-* 

fiicts.    I  want  them  to  acknowledge  their  er?^ 

.\t  any  rate,  I  want  the  country  to  see  ^ 

the  honourable  gentlemen  have  not,  in  *'^' 

one  respect,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  cArriw  " 

the  promises  which   they  pledged  tiieiB^''^ 

to  when  they  took  office  in  this  House.  Tk-|| 

as  regards  the  future,  what  hopeh&«^«i=^ 

re^jard  to  the  finances  of  tlie  ^'^^^^)'^Jfl 

at  these  estimates  we  have  been  P^^^^'^*^"^ 

Bills  that  we  have  now  under  coDji'ie^*'** 
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.   to 

'.vas 

■   •■(.0. 

■\oiir- 

.-^    to 

jkI    so 

jidw  he 

It   quite 

It  by  the 

U'  red  into 

.11   ho   has, 

md  rolling- 

■  d  represent 

'100;  so  that 

t'  liave  barely 

'  'f  the  balance 

ius.     We  have 

r-nce,   which   is 

I  K  10  is  £40,000, 

:->  Statement,  still 

.it  to  come  from  ? 

vvliatever.     Where 

l.ool-buildings,  tele- 

.)  come  from  ?    And 

.!:<'  provision  for  two 

't-^eiupt  to  make  pro- 

1  far  as  the  ways  and 

1  hope  the  honourable 

ir  over  this  matter,  but 

House  candidly  how  he 

.:i\s  and  means  next  year 

:\e.lt,'es.    It  is  quite  clear 

lo   borrow,  or  work  in  the 

•tion  will  have  to  be  stopped. 

r  to  say,  with  regard  to  this 

'-.('  works,  a  few  words  in  re- 

r:  lous  schemes  that  the  honour- 

ii.us  had-    There  was  the  celc- 


,  which  fortunately  fell 

'le  gentleman  may  laugh, 

i.e  wood  yet,  I  can  assure 

'~""'^.  1  from  Meiggs;  but  he  is 

v,  I  am  afraid.    I  am  vezy 

-  that  the  contract  has  been 

/  hope  that  the  company  is 

,   to  give  effect  to  it;  but  I 

^rave  doubts  about  it.    I  have 

vMietlier  that  company  is  strong 

i-y  on  its  work,  and  I  fear,  if  it 

luii  to  carry  on  its  work,  the  con- 

..  that  it  will  land  us  in  interminable  ' 

And  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  been  support- 
i  ri  asurer  for  this  object  alone — who 
I  tiiis  railway  whether  the  colony  could 
.fc  or  not — will  find  out  that  they  have 
•iioir  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 
will  find  to  their  cost  that  they  are  very 
li  worse  off  by  following  the  Treasurer  for 
<  pliantom  of  a  railway  than  if  they  had 
..laiucd  in  their  natural  parties,  and  been 
iitent  to  take  that  work  on  gradually,  as  the 
te  Government  were  doing  it.  The  late  (to- 
'^  rnment  spent  more  money  in  that  direction 
than  the  honourable  gentlemen  have  spent  by 
hundreds  of  thousands.  What  are  they  doing 
fur  Canterbury?  The  celebrated  gentleman 
who  says  they  must  have  the  railway  or  burst 
— he  is  pulling  the  Canterbury  strings.  The 
Treasurer  is  simply  keeping  them  all  in  tow  as 
a  means  of  support,  for  it  is  only  that  that 
keeps  him  on  those  benches.  He  is  dangling 
this  railway  before  them,  and  they  are  fol- 
lowing, like  silly  birds,  to  their  destruction.  I 
venture  to  think  that  when  they  wake  up  they 
will  find  that  they  have  bartered  the  substance 
for  the  shadow  of  public  works.  What  is  the 
honourable  gentleman  doing  or  what  has  ho 
done  for  Canterbury  ?  He  has  persuaded 
them  into  this  contract,  and  I  only  hope  that 
the  people  will  be  satisfied  with  the  contract  as 
soon  as  they  see  it  begin  to  work ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  tell  him  and  I  venture  to  toll  them  now 
that  they  would  have  been  infinitely  better  off, 
and  the  country  would  have  been  infinitely 
better  off,  if  they  had  not  become  the  prey 
of  these  designing  men,  and  had  not  in- 
sisted on  the  work  being  commenced  at  once 
and  pushed  on  outside  the  means  of  the  colony. 
And  I  fear,  although  I  deeply  regret  it,  that 
the  Province  of  Canterbury  and  the  Provinces 
of  Nelson  and  Westland  will  reap  their  reward 
by  having  to  wait  many  years  to  get  what  they 
would  have  got  in  a  reasonable  time  if  they 
had  only  been  content  to  follow  on.  What  has 
been  the  effect  of  this  ?  It  has  been  to  main- 
tain a  Government  in  power  in  which  neither 
the  country  nor  this  House  has  confidence. 
Nothing  but  that  railway  has  kept  those 
honourable  gentlemen  in  office.  Tliero  is  no 
doubt  about  it  at  all.  They  know  it,  and  very 
skilfully  the  Treasurer  has  handled  it.  But  it 
is  gradually  slipping  from  his  grasp  ;  and  when 
we  see  this  company  coming  out  and  beginning 
its  labours — if  it  ever  docs — and  Ia*«i^rely 
hope  it  may — I  venture  to  thi' 
few  months  afterwards  there 
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embikrrassment  or  vexations  taxation.  We 
may  baniah  from  our  minds  the  philanthropic 
notion  of  mBuranco  against  pauperism,  which 
might  more  correctly  be  termed  *  insurance  of 
pauperism.' "  And,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  banished  it  by  bringing  into  force  the 
first  poor-law  that  was  ever  known  in  this 
colony.  That  is  the  way  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  disposed  of  the  question  of 
pauperism.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  Finance 
Minister  New  Zealand  has  ever  had  has  made, 
one  after  tlie  other,  such  a  complete  series  of 
blunders  from  beginning  to  end.  Kot  a  single 
one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  predictions 
has  been  fulfilled,  and  position  after  position 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  took  up  he 
has  had  to  abandon,  and  abandon  completely. 
Then,  I  would  ask,  can  we  have  confidence  in 
him  in  this  matter  in  the  future?  Now  let 
US  look  at  this  local-government  matter.  Here 
great  reforms  were  to  be  made  —  in  fact,  we 
were  to  have  a  complete  syctem  of  local  go- 
vernment. According  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, previous  Governments  knew  nothing  about 
their  business  in  this  matter,  anymore  than  they 
did  about  finance;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  very  few  months  in  office  when 
he  and  the  Premier  together  invented  that 
wonderful  Bill  that  was  introduced  last  session. 
I  think  the  Treasurer  did  the  financial  part 
and  the  Premier  did  the  machinery  part.  The 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  what  was  going 
to  happen  in  this  way.  Some  of  us  ventured 
to  predict  what  a  very  pretty  Bill  it  would  be 
when  it  came  out,  manufactured  by  these  two 
honourable  gentlemen.  The  Premier  and  the 
Treasurer  know  really  nothing  about  the  local 
bodies  or  local  government.  That  seems  a  bold 
thing  to  say ;  but  it  is  borne  out  by  the  action 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  themselves.  They 
brought  down  that  wonderful  Bill,  which  was  to 
give  the  local  bodies  i:320,000  a  year  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Wo  were  to  find  securities  to  enable 
the  local  bodies  to  borrow  from  five  to  seven 
millions,  to  spend  it  as  fast  as  they  could,  and 
come  to  this  House  and  ask  for  payment. 
That  Bill  was  laughed  out  of  the  House, 
and  the  intended  making  provision  for  twenty- 
five  years  ended  in  making  provision  for 
subsidies  for  six  months,  —  and  even  then 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  fulfil  his 
promise,  for  he  never  paid  the  six  months' 
subsidy.  By  a  return  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  Hon  so  it  appears  that  there  is  still 
some  £40,000  or  £50,000  owing  on  the  first  six 
months'  subsidy.  The  return  shows  that  only 
£85,000  was  paid  to  the  local  bodies  up  to  the 
30th  June.  The  money  may  have  been  paid 
since  the  30th  June — I  am  speaking  now  of  the 
date  of  the  return.  No  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  rather  hard  pressed  in  the 
Treasury — I  can  quite  understand  that;  and 
we  see  that  by  the  fact  that  he  has  now  hod  to 
ask  us  for  some  £200,000  more  deficiency  bills 
in  order  to  carry  on  until  the  consolidated 
revenue  is  replenished.  But  it  does  not  end 
here.  You  might  have  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  looked  a  year  ahead,  if 
not  tw  'ntv-five  years.  The  honourable  gentlo- 
2lajor  Atkinson 


man  has  come  down  this  yeii  w 
that  unfortunate  Act  which  g^» 
six  months,  and  amended  it  wiM 
to  have  half  the  rates  for  the  IbIb 
there  any  grasp  of  this  subjeek  fllli 
Does  the  honourable  gentlematik 
honourable  gentleman  was  Wf 
repeal  the  Roads  and  Bridget  Qtm 
and  repeal  it  he  did,  and  a  ^ 
thought  he  had  got.    And,  note 
ing  it  he  had  to  look  at  italiMi 
very  few  honourable  membenirik 
Bill  knew  much  about  it-    Wl^^i. 
day  two  honourable  gentlemen  ifi 
slashing  speeches  against  tht  IC 
mitted  to  me  that  they  had  uma 
at  all.    I  think  that  must  han  I 
the  Treasurer  was  in  when  he  n^ 
but,  having  repealed  the  BiUjT 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  i^ 
must  be  given  efiect  to  in  ^ 
and  hence  the  honourable  genfir 
wise  in  this  direction  and  hi6 
these  local-government  Bills,  at 
very  satisfactory  Bills,  and  t^* 
the  lines,  in  all  important  poifit 
and  Bridges  Construction  Aot, 
demned  in  such  unmeasured  fee' 
surer  has  at  last  come  ronii' 
views.    And  the  Premier,  whal 
was  going  to  make  large  district 
to  revolutionize  the  colony,   i^ 
tured  to  laugh  at  the  idea.  Wfaa' 
The  honourable  gentleman  ve 
considerable  pains    during  tl 
about  the  colony  and  make  hin 
with  the  local  bodies,  their 
ments,  and  feelings.      Than 
speech,  in  which  he  told  us 
converted  to  our  principles  in  i 
says,  "  We  must  have  no  rev 
must  gradually  grow.  I  mosl 
tions  as  they  are.    I  do  not 
enlarging  them,  but  I  will  n 
more  efiicien  t . "    The  honooxa 
to  work,  and  we  have  got  the  • 
the  Municipal  Gorporatioos  A 
We  find  that  the  countiy  is , 
the  same  lines  that  it  was  in . 
chinery  is  being  improved  fa; 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  that 
gentleman   has  come  round 
reasonable  way  of  thinking ;  * 
out  that  it  was  on  entirely 
from  those  on  which  the  b 
men  took  office  and  pledged  ' 
I  do  not  object  to  the  bono 
coming  to  a  reasonable  min 
ject  to  them  appearing  to  clot 
facts.    I  want  them  to  ackno' 
At  any  rate,  I  want  the  co 
the  honourable  gentlemen  '. 
one  respect,  so  far  as  I  cal 
the  promises  which  they  j3 
to  when  they  took  office  m  tl 
as  regards  the  future,  what 
regard  to  the  finances  of  ti 
at  these  estimates  we  have  bi 
Bills  that  wc  have  now  un 
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•Buch  a  Bill  m  this,  and  that  they  had  little  time 
to  do  so.  Thcro  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  this 
a8  a  Bill  which  requires  to  be  watched  carefully 
in  a  varir'ty  of  ways.  It  involves  a  system  of  legis- 
'lation  which  seems  to  be  entirely  foreign  to  the 
proper  methods  of  legislation  in  these  colonies, 
JJoreover,  it  is  a  Bill  which  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  tlio  Governor  can  assent  to,  because, 
under  his  Instructions,  if  I  remember  aright, 
liiB  Excellency  cannot  assent  to  a  Bill  in  which 
there  are  a  number  of  distinct  matters  dealt 
with.  I  think  also  that  such  a  Bill  is  contrary 
4o  the  Standing  Orders.  Certainly  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  Standing  Orders  and 
of  the  Governor's  Instructions. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— The  Governor  has  assented 
to  such  Bills  provionslv. 

Mr.  \V.  1).  STKWABT.— It  does  not  follow 
ho  ought  to  have  done  so.  It  scon:s  to  me  quite 
improper  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  deal  with 
general  Acts.  Who  would  think  of  looking  in 
this  Bill  for  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act? 
I  must  say  I  sympatliize  very  much  with  what 
has  been  done  by  the  Council,  and  I  think  this 
House  should  consider  seriously  bofon-  it  passes 
Bills  of  this  kind  again.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honourable  meniber  for  r(ut  Chalniei-s  tliat 
this  was  a  hnppy  invention.  It  seems  to  have 
been  an  evil  invention  ;  and  it  is  an  invention 
on  whicli  we  do  not  seem  to  be  improving.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  of  any  use  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honouiable  member  for  Motueka. 
It  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  have  a  dif-cussion 
on  the  subject,  and  if  any  inconvenience  is  felt 
vve  must  blame  ourselves. 

^Ir.  bMlTH. — I  am  sorry  the  (tovemment 
cannot  see  their  way  to  propose  a  Conference 
between  the  two  Houses  on  this  Bill,  because 
there  arc  a  good  many  clauses  struck  out  which 
ought  to  have  been  kept  in.  The  other  Chamber 
■cem  to  have  dealt  with  this  Bill  in  a  most 
•extraordinary  way.  When  the  Bill  came  be- 
fore this  House  it  wtia  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  was  then 
considered  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  then  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Then  it  was  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
ftnd  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  there  con- 
sidered it  very  carefully.  Many  clauses — 
amongst  others,  clauses  35  and  IJG — were  passed 
unanimously  by  that  Committee  after  evidence 
had  been  taken  and  considered.  When  the  Bill 
went  back  to  the  whole  Council  it  seemed  that 
if  one  voice  was  raised  in  objection  to  a  clause 
that  was  quite  sufTicient  to  have  the  clause 
thrown  out.  The  Bill,  having  received  such 
careful  consideration  in  the  Committee,  ought 
not  to  have  been  dealt  with  so  summarily 
by  the  Council.  If  the  amendnu  nt  of  the 
honourable  member  for  ^lotueka  be  cnrried 
I  shall  move  that  the  amendments  in  clauses 
36  and  8G  be  also  disagreed  with.  I  should  not 
like  to  see  the  Bill  lost,  because  there  are  many 
clauses  in  it  which  will  be  of  great  atlvantage, 
and  I  shall  not  press  my  amendment  unless 
the  other  amendment  is  carried. 

-Major   ATKINSON. — I    am   sorry   to   say  I 
cannot  support  the  amendment:  not  because  I 
do   not    think   that    those    clauses   ought   not 
Mr,  W,  D.  Steicart 


to  be  strnck  out,  but  because  the  esd  d  & 
session  is  bo  close  tliat  any  attempt  to  hm 
the  matter  discussed  between  the  two  Emm 
would  result  in  tlie  Bill  being  lost ;  and  I  k 
not  wish  to  sec  other  persons  serred  ia  thi 
same  manner  in  which  so  many  have  been. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qnes&cm.  **Tbt 
the  amendments  to  clause  18  of  the  BiG  iad 
sections  22  and  47  of  the  schedule  be  diucrpwi 
with." 

Ayes,  11. 
Bectham  Kerr  Smith. 

Brown  Menteath  TelUn. 

Bruce  O'Conor  Grace 

Hamlin  Seddon  Harsthoose. 


Noes, 

54. 

Allwright            Lance 

Roes 

Bal  lance             Locke 

Steward,  VS.  J. 

Bryce                  Macandrcw         Stowart,  W.  D. 

Buchanan          Moat 

Stout 

Buckland.W.F.  Montgomery       Thomson,  J.  V 

Fraser                 Moss 

Tole 

Gore                   Newman 

Vogel 

Grey                    Parata 

Walker. 

Hislop                 Peacock 

Hobbs                 Pyko 

TelUn. 

Johnston            Richardson,  K.  Conollj 

Lake                   Rolleston 

TumbulL 

Pairs 

. 

For. 

Against. 

Cadman 

^klitcheJson 

Cowan 

Mackem5ie,M.J.S. 

Guinness 

Bnckland,J.G. 

Lance 

Barron 

Levestam 

Fulton 

O'Callaghan 

Fergus 

Pearson. 

Wilson. 

Majority  against,  23. 
Amendment    negatived,    and    amoidmeDto 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  agreed  to. 

LIBRARY. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  report  rf  thi 
Library  Committee  be  agreed  to ; — because  if 
it  were  not  agreed  to  he  did  not  know  whal 
would  happen  during  the  recess,  as  Bobody 
would  be  m  charge.  The  only  objection  to  tbi 
a<loption  of  the  report  was  that  no  rules  hid 
been  framed  to  meet  the  wish  of  the  Hoose 
that  books  should  be  circulated  amongst  mem- 
bers during  the  recess.  The  Committee  had, 
however,  met  the  House  half-way  by  adoptisf 
a  resolution  that  any  one  applying  to  tbe 
Chairman  could  have  any  specified  book  he 
wished  to  see.  He  was  a  member  of  die 
Library  Committee  himself,  and  mif^ht  s^ 
that  it  was  simply  impossible  for  the  Comou^ 
tec  at  present  to  frame  rules  for  lending  boob 
to  members  outside  of  Wellington.  Such  rales 
would  have  to  be  exceedingly  stringent,  becaoie 
it  might  very  easily  happen  that  as  many  « 
two  or  three  thousand  volumes  would  be  v^J 
from  the  library  at  one  time.  The  best  thing, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  to  agree  to 
the  report;  and  next  year  the  House  woold 
have  time  to  consider  the  whole  matter.  TN 
following  was  the  additional  part  of  the  report 
to  which  ho  alluded : — 
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lat,  having  considered  the  reference  to 
regarding  the  lending  of  books  to  mem- 
I  of  the  Ijegislature  living  at  a  distance  from 
|ii)gton  during  the  recess,  they  find  that 
are  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
;  effect  to  this  recommendation  that  they 
[>t  see  their  way  to  carry  it  out  at  present. 
They  consider  that,  if  a  particular  work  is 
ired  by  a  member  in  any  special  case,  an 
pication  to  the  Chairman  may  enable  such 
nbcr  to  procure  it,  and  that  the  Chairman 
iithorized  to  lend  books  in  suoh  cases." 
|r.  MACANDREW  was  sorry  that  the  con- 
].tion  of  the  report  had  been  postponed 
so  many  momoers  had  left,  because  it 
been  very  fully  discussed,  and  the  House 
almost  unanimously  agreed  in  favour  of 
ICB  being  lent  to  members  during  the  recess. 
Eihe  face  of  that  decision  tho  Library  Com- 
Itee  had  taken  up  a  very  peculiar  posi- 
on.  They  had  done  nothing  whatever  to 
rj  and  meet  tho  wish  of  the  House.  He  had 
een  in  the  habit  of  taking  away  books  for 
ears  past,  and  so  had  many  other  honour- 
ble  members.  It  was  rather  hard  that  they 
hould  be  pulled  up  at  once  in  this  way  by  a 
esolution  of  the  Committee.  Ko  harm  what- 
rver  had  resulted,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  from 
he  taking-away  of  books.  To  put  himself  in 
>rder  he  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That 
his  House  reaffirms  its  resolution  re  the  taking- 
kway  of  books  from  the  General  Assembly 
ibrary  by  members  of  the  Legislature  during 
»ho  recess,  and  remits  the  report  back  to  the 
[Committee  for  further  consideration ;  and, 
Uso,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  mem- 
ters  of  the  Committee  who  represent  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  insist  that,  if  tho 
library  is  to  be  available  to  members  residing 
it  Wellington,  it  must  be  equally  so  to  mem- 
bers residing  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  Ho 
iid  not  see  why  this  splendid  library  should 
bo  confmcd  to  the  use  of  five  or  six  members 
residing  in  Wellington  during  eight  or  nine 
months  of  the  year;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  the  Premier  had  said,  he  believed  the 
difficulty  might  easily  have  been  got  over.  He 
Aiought  the  members  of  the  Committee  repre- 
senting the  House  had  scarcely  done  their  duty 
in  allowing  the  matter  to  go  by  the  board  by 
passing  such  a  resolution  as  that  which  had 
been  brought  up. 

Mr.  LOCKE  must  express  his  agreement 
irith  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
Eor  Port  Chalmers,  although  he  was  afraid  it 
iras  now  too  late  to  take  any  practical  action. 
Most  honourable  membon;  liad  not  the  time 
during  the  session  to  study  the  books  in  the 
library  that  they  would  wish  to  study,  and  they 
were  debarred  from  taking  them  away  during 
the  recess.  Any  one  who  understood  the  value 
of  books  would  take  proper  care  of  them,  and 
would  return  them  in  tho  state  in  which  they 
were  taken  away. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  think  honour- 
able  members  realized  tho  difficulties  there 
were  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  House.  Only  the  Committee 
oould  look  into  the  difficulties  from  a  practical 


point  of  view,  and  they  saw  that  those  difficul- 
ties were  insurmountable.  If  every  honourable 
member  were  allowed  to  take  out  five  or  six  or 
a  dozen  volumes  at  a  time,  there  would  be 
many  thousands  out.  That  would  make  it. 
necessary  to  have  very  stringent  rules,  similar 
to  those  in  force  in  circulating  libraries  :  books 
would  have  to  be  returned  within  a  certain 
time,  and  heavy  fines  would  have  to  be  imposed 
if  they  were  kept  too  long ;  and  if  the  books  in 
charge  of  any  person  were  injured  they  would 
have  to  be  paid  for,  in  which  case  it  would  pro- 
bably bo  necessary  to  insist  on  a  deposit  before 
the  books  were  taken  out.  Then,  again,  sup* 
posing  Mr.  A.  took  out  three,  or  four,  or  five* 
volumes,  and  kept  them  for  a  number  of 
months,  Mr.  B.  might  want  to  sea  them  ;  and 
what  was  ho  to  do  ?  And  if  Mr.  B.  got  them, 
^Ir.  C.  might  want  them  ;  so  that  there  was  no* 
knowing  where  the  difficulty  would  end.  In 
fact,  all  books  of  value  should  be  kept  in  the- 
library,  for  if  they  wore  lent  all  over  the  coun- 
try the  result  would  be  that  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  loss,  not  to  say  heart- 
burning. One  could  not  have  a  library  like 
this  all  over  tho  colony  any  more  than  one 
could  a  museum.  There  were  certain  things 
which  must  be  in  a  great  centre,  and  this 
was  one.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Library  Committee  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR  sympathized  very  much  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  this  splendid 
library  should  bo  stuck  up  in  one  place  ;  but  he 
must  say  that  tho  compromise  offered  by  tho 
Premier  was  a  fair  one.  It  was  only  scientifio 
books  which  would  bo  wanted  out  of  the  library, 
and  any  one  could  get  those  by  giving  proper 
security.  It  would  bo  well  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Committee,  and  then  see  what 
could  be  done  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  confoss  that  he 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  and  disagreed  altogether  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  conjure  up  bogeys,  and  so  manage 
that  only  some  few  members,  residing  in  Wel- 
lington, should  have  the  use  of  the  books.  Of 
cour.se  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  proper 
regulations ;  but  ho  did  not  see  any  difficulty  in 
framing  them.  He  would  certainly  not  rest 
until  tho  privilege  was  given  to  members  in  all 
parts  of  the  colony  to  have  the  use  of  the 
library  books.  He  would  suggest  that  they 
should  express  their  views  to  the  Recess  Com- 
mittee, and  did  not  know  why  tho  House  should 
not  instmct  thorn. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Committee  had  met 
the  House  half-way  by  saying  that  books  could 
be  got  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  in  a  special 
case  ;  and  he  declined  altogether  to  go  to  the 
Committee  and  beg  as  a  favour  that  to  which 
he  had  a  perfect  right. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  what  books  the  honour- 
able gentlenmn  would  have  taken  out. 

Major  ATKINSON.— All  but  books  of  refer- 
ence. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  class  would  include 
books  on  political  economy. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  that  was  not 
the  case,  lor  the  books  of  roferrnco  were  now 
Tery  few.  Ho  did  not  think  tliat  honourable 
mtmberfl  were  so  utterly  careless  as  bad  been 
rcpresrntrd. 

Mr.  MONT(;OMERY.— Thry  are. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  that  was  so 
it  would  be  better  to  have  no  iibrarv  at  all.  But 
be  did  not  iKtiive  it,  mid  he  thought  that 
regulations  might  be  franietl  that  would  have 
the  tfTt'ct  of  providing  for  care  being  taken  of 
the  book.s.  If  the  library  was  not  intended  at 
all  as  a  U  iiding  library,  but  simply  for  reference, 
it  was  of  very  little  use.  During  the  time  when 
honourable  members  were  in  Wellington  they 
were  so  heavily  worked  that  they  could  only 
occasionally  look  into  the  books.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  lliis  was  a  sort  of  '*  dog  in  the  manger  " 
business.  If  Wellington  were  a  capital  city  in 
the  sense  that  many  nu  mbers  spent  their  time 
in  it  there  would  be  some  reason  in  maintain- 
ing the  present  system :  but  to  say  tliat  they 
could  not  devise  rules  by  which  members  of  the 
House  eould  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  librar}' 
Seemed  absurd  on  the  face  of  it. 

Mr.  MACANDIiKW  said  tbat  ho  had  been 
getting  out  books  for  years,  and  ho  had  known 
other  honourable  mcnibeis  to  do  the  same 
thing. 

Dr.  NEWMAN,  as  one  of  the  Wellington 
members,  said  that,  while  the  Wellington 
members  had  the  advantages  of  the  library, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  they  had  a  hono- 
rarium of  JLIK),  while  the  others  got  a  hono- 
rarium of  il'JlO;  so  that  honourable  members 
might  spend  the  extra  £70  in  buying  books. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  library  should  be 
matle  as  useful  as  possible,  and  he  believed  a 
set  of  rules  eould  be  prepared  >\ith  a  little  fore- 
thought under  which  they  might  very  well  send 
books  to  honourable  members;  so  that  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  lived  m  other  parts  of 
the  colony  would  get  some  advantage  from  the 
librar)-  during  the  recess.  He  believed  that  it 
had  been  the  practice  of  certain  members  to 
take  books  homo  with  them  just  as  they  were 
going  away  and  keep  them  during  the  recess. 
That,  of  course,  was  an  abuse  of  the  library. 
He  would  undertake  to  bring  before  the  Library 
Committee,  and  to  discuss  with  the  Librarian 
during  the  recess,  the  question  of  preparing  a 
series  of  rules,  to  bo  laid  before  the  Joint 
Library  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  next 
session,  under  which,  he  thought,  the  library- 
could  be  made  more  useful. 

Colonel  TlilMDLE  said  there  were  two 
classes  of  books  in  the  library — general  and 
li».'ht  literature,  which  was  for  the  most  part 
used  ;  and  standard  works — works  of  refereuce. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  books  wanted  as  a 
rule  from  the  library  were  of  the  light-litera- 
ture class,  which  was  now  the  cheapest  litera- 
ture in  the  world,  because  everybody  could  get 
the  best  novels  for  sixpence  a  volume,  and  even 
as  low  as  a  penny,  'iliere  was  no  reason  why 
the  library  should  get  books  of  that  class;  and 
he  would  Venture  to  say  that  if  once  they  be- 


gan to  lend  these  books  they  would  be  t^vsoA 
in  a  very  imperfect  state.  In  his  earij  c^is  ii 
bad  a  fair  library  of  books,  and  might  "^^'^gy'i 
that  his  losses  by  lending  to  priraie  took 
were  of  a  very  annoying  kind ;  and,  if  tbeyvsi 
going  to  lend  books  in  an  indiscrimrnatp  aoi- 
ner  to  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  people,  m  a 
ver>'  short  time  the  best  books  would  be  m- 
perfect  or  disappear  altogether.  They  «b 
going  on  a  false  principle  with  regard  lo  Dcnk 
They  bought  immense  numbers  of  thmt  u 
a  frightful  price,  tlie  cost  of  binding  a^ai 
being  a  very  serious  item,  and  at  the  aid  of  % 
couple  of  years  they  were  worth  nothing.  Ee 
thought  they  should  buy  novels  of  the  cbcAfca 
possible  edition,  and  part  with  them  at  tka 
end  of  twelve  months.  As  to  cla&^cal  ccrek 
such  as  occasionally  appeared  when  a  mao  lib 
Dickens  or  Thackeray  wrote,  thefse,  e£  tie 
death  of  the  author,  should  be  got  in  foil  stlt 
and  put  into  the  permanent  library. 

Mr.  BKCCE  agreed  there  had  been  a  zrm 
waste  of  public  money  in  purchasing  thf  Ur^ 
number  of  books  of  light  literature  whica  wwe 
to  be  found  in  the  hbrary.  These  bnofe  dt 
light  literature  were  to  bo  found  througt-U 
the  country — there  was  no  reason  why  iseza- 
bers  should  say  they  were  deprived  of  them. 
and  as  for  works  of  reference,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inadvisable  that  they  should  leave  tbe 
building.  He  was  one  who  would  be  benett.-Hl 
by  such  a  rule  as  was  suggested  being  enfarwd, 
and  he  strongly  objected  tc  it,  and  did  notthini 
the  country  would  approve  of  it.  He  mito* 
also  point  out  that  if  this  rule  were  maJe 
members  would  be  subjected  to  a  great  dfaj  -^ 
pressure  from  students  for  books,  and  the  rtssh 
would  be  that  a  large  number  of  books  wciki 
be  lost  or  injured. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  did  not  understand  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  member  for  Thcm- 
don  at  all.  If  the  consideration  of  the  eiia 
honorarium  was  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  then  the  Miiu^'eis, 
who  received  £1,400  a  year,  ought  to  contribnte 
something  towards  the  library.  H^  baJ  nai 
the  privilege  of  getting  as  many  books  ^-  be 
wanted  out  of  the  library,  and  he  exerc:^ 
that  privilege,  but  was  not  sulhcientlv  a  -cog 
m  the  manger"  to  say  that  he  thought  oibcis 
should  not  have  the  same  privilege.  In  fa/ci, 
in  an  illegitimate  manner  that  was  done  whidt 
it  was  now  proposed  should  be  done  legiti- 
mately. He  saw  no  reason  why  honourable 
members  residing  outside  the  Wellinston  Dis- 
trict should  not  have  the  same  privilege  ac 
the  Wellington  members,  and  for  that  reason  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FISHER  could  not  understand  what  all 
this  fuss  was  about  concerning  the  borrowing  of 
books.  Though  he  lived  in  Wellington,  donn^ 
the  few  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  tiie 
House  ho  had  taken  out  of  the  library  t«o 
books.  For  his  part,  he  concurred  in  what 
Kuskin  said  about  books — that  a  man  should 
buy  and  not  borrow  them.  During  these  da>-s 
of  cheap  printing  one  could  buy  standard  woris 
at  ninepence  or  a  .shilling  each.  The  reason  ic<T 
sending  for  a  book  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
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^lony,  it  seemed  to  him,  must  be  that  a  person 
Anted  to  speak  or  write  on  a  special  subject ; 
!kd  lie  thought  it  probable  that  in  most  cases 
m^  before  the  book  reached  its  destination 
ae  xiecessity  for  sending  it  would  have  passed 
wwk-y.  As  to  light  literature,  he  did  not  care  a 
sr&i?r  whether  that  was  circulated  or  not,  but 
a  thought  the  reference-books  should  not  be 
Hat  out,  because  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
luexn  back  again,  and  if  they  were  lost  it  would 
e  &  year  before  some  of  them  could  be  replaced. 
Hven  standard  literature  was  so  cheap  that  it 
r&s  possible  for  any  man  to  collect  a  library  of 
looke.  He  might  be  pardoned  for  saying  tiiat 
le  kept  a  small  reference-library  of  his  own, 
Old  so  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
tk^  even  from  their  rich  parliamentary  library. 
nie  cost  of  keeping  a  small  reference-library 
iras  now  so  little  as  to  render  almost  any  man 
ndependent  of  borrowing  from  a  reference- 
Ibrary  at  all. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  that  if  the  amendment 
^t  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
irere  carried  there  would  be  no  Library  Gom- 
tnittee  at  all. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No  great  loss. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  that  would  be  ex- 
tremely undesirable.  If  this  were  referred  back 
to  the  Joint  Library  Committee  there  was  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  that  Committee  meet- 
ing to  reconsider  it,  as  half  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  had  gone  away.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  arrangement  which  the  Commit- 
tee proposed  to  make  was  going  quite  as  far  as 
they  should  go. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
4hird  time. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  and  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
•ixxne. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,— Before  the  Bill  is 
read  a  third  time  I  propose  to  address  a  few 
remarks  to  the  House.  I  do  not  propose  to  de- 
tain the  House  at  any  great  length,  although 
were  I  to  attempt  to  catalogue  the  sins  of 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  I  am  afraid  we 
should  have  to  put  off  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment for  a  day  or  two.  I  feel  a  little  sorry 
that  the  Treasurer  has  not  made  a  speech  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  fulfilment  of 
«  pledge  which  he  gave  to  show  us  that  the 
Premier  does  not  understand  the  use  of  the 
En^hsh  language,  and  that  whenever  he  made 
a  speech  he  made  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  require 
the  Treasurer  to  interpret  it  for  him  in  order 
that  the  public  generally  might  understand  it. 
Now,  I  understand  the  object  the  honourable 
l^entlemanhas  undertaken  to-day  is  to  interpret 
the  speech  of  the  Premier  at  Invercargill,  and 
to  show  us  and  the  country  generally, — and,  no 
doubt,  the  Premier  himself, — that  we  are  all 
wrong  in  the  interpretation  we  put  upon  it.  I 
hope,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does  that, 
that  the  Premier  will,  if  I  may  venture  to  sug- 


gest it,  and  if  he  has  sufficiently  recovered  his 
health,  pluck  up  sufficient  spirit  in  the  face  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  just  to  say  that 
he  is  quite  capable  of  saying  what  he  means, 
and  that,  when  he  desires  to  tell  the  public 
he  does  mean  limited  borrowing  and  *'  taper- 
ing off,"  he  says  so,  and  does  not  re- 
quire the  Treasurer  to  interpret  his  speeches 
for  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  sufficiently  recovered  to 
take  that  stand,  but  I  do  hope,  in  his  own 
interest,  he  will  see  his  way  to  do  it  on  the 
present  occasion.  Now,  I  must  just  ask  you, 
Sir,  to  look  at  the  financial  management  of  the 
Government.  We  know  our  prosperity  is  based 
to  a  great  extent  on  sound  finance.  We  Imow 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  great  financier, 
and  we  know  he  came  two  short  years  ago  to 
put  us  right  in  these  matters.  We  were  then 
in  a  terrible  muddle,  you  will  recollect,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  only  been  in  office 
a  week  or  two — no,  I  am  wrong,  it  was  only  a 
few  days — when  he  had  found  out  or  got  upon 
the  trail  of  such  terrible  disclosures  that  he 
announced  in  this  House  that  nothing  but 
physical  force  would  remove  him  from  those 
benches  until  he  had  made  a  full  discovery. 
Well,  the  House  waited,  almost  breathless^ 
and 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  wish  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  quote  me  correctly.  That  is 
not  correct. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  me  the  correct  quotation  ? 

Sir  J,  VOGEL. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man want  to  know  what  I  said? 

^lajor  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  In  face  of  the  harassing 
manoeuvres  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  so  well  able  to  carry  on,  I  said  that  the 
Government  were  determined  they  would  an- 
nounce their  financial  policy  before  they  left 
these  benches. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Why,  they  have  not  an- 
nounced it  yet.  They  have  kept  on  the  benches, 
it  is  true ;  but  I  venture  to  think  they  will  have 
left  the  benches  long  before  they  announce  it, 
because  they  do  not  understand  it  thcmselvoF, 
as  I  am  going  to  show.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  is  very  good,  and  so  is  mine ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  tlio 
corrections  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  ho 
has  only  given  us  part  of  what  he  said  he 
would  give.  He  told  us  he  was  going  to  give  lis 
a  financial  policy.  And  a  wonderful  policy  it 
was,  OS  I  mean  to  show.  He  went  on  further 
to  say  that  until  he  got  to  the  bottom  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony — and  he  has  not  got  to 
the  bottom  of  them  yet  —  nothing  but  per- 
sonal force  should  take  him  away  from  those 
benches. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,— That  is  a  misstatement. 
I  said  I  wanted  to  look  into  the  honourable 
gentleman's  transactions. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  time  to  look  into  my  trans- 
actions, and  if  I  had  committed  any  crime  he 
would  have  found  me  out  before  now.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  having  failed  to  make 
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treated  was.  first,  to  find  public  funds  for  their 
rates,  and  then  Hubsidixe  them  to  the  extent  of 
the  money  tliat  had  already  been  given  t«>  them. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  found  this  S'  -tern  of 
paying  subsidies  when  he  came  into  ofiiv-*) ;  hot 
then  the  rule  was  to  pay  £2  for  £1,  and  he  had 
been  reducing  it  to  kl  for  £1.  The  votes  on 
these  estimates  were  not  for  the  same  works  as 
those  that  appeared  on  the  general  estimates. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  that  no  doul.t  the 
£2,000  for  prospecting  m  river-beds  was  an  ex- 
perimental vote  in  response  to  a  request  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen  interested  in  gold-mining 
that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  prospect 
in  the  beds  of  the  larger  rivers.  Tliose  who 
now  opposed  these  votes  were  really  the  authors 
of  the  policy  which  rendered  them  necessary. 
In  the  estimates  for  1882  he  found  £100,000  for 
roads  on  goldfields,  and  every  year  there  wore 
appropriations  for  the  same  purpose,  taken 
with  the  consent  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men. If  the  system  was  vicious  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  were  responsible  for  it;  and 
when  people  were  expecting  these  votes  it 
would  be  cruel  to  strike  them  off  suddenly.  If 
there  was  any  responsibility  for  this  vote  it 
rested  with  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  now  opposing  it.  With  reference  to  the 
remarks  that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Akaroa,  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  an  altogether  one-sided  statement  of  the 
case.  Take  the  County  of  Solwyn,  for  instance, 
which  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Finjuice  and 
Powers  Act  of  last  session  received  no  less  a 
sum  than  £2,492.  In  addition  to  that,  each  of 
the  Road  Boards  of  the  county  received  a  very 
considerable  sum.  On  turning  to  the  balance- 
sheet  of  that  county  he  found  to  his  surprise 
that  the  county  did  not  strike  a  rate.  They 
merely  levied  their  dog-tax  and  so  forth. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  But  they  own  land 
revenue. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  the  County  of  SelwjTi 
was  an  example  of  the  many  agricultural 
counties  which  were  in  the  position  he  had  in- 
dicated. The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
had  told  the  Committee  that  these  counties 
wanted  roads,  whereas  the  fact  was,  they  were 
amply  roaded  and  amply  railed.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  stated  that  the  County 
of  Selwyn  derived  its  income  from  the  land 
revenue. 

I^Iajor  ATKINSON  only  said  that  generally 
of  these  counties. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  this  was  certainly  not 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  County  of  Selwyn, 
which  had  not  a  halfpenny  of  land  revenue. 
Its  principal  receipts  were  the  subsidy  under 
the  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act  of 
last  vear. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — How  could  they  got 
that  without  rates? 

Iklr.  MENTEATH  said  they  got  the  sum  of 
£2,4U2. 

Major  ATKINSON.— On  rates? 

Iklr.  MENTEATH  said  they  did  not  show  any 
rates  on  their  balance-sheet. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Road  Boards? 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  he  simply  showed  the 
Kr.  Bryce 


balance-sheet  of  the  coonty,  on  which  so  zadv 
appeared. 

Item,  £2,000,  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qoeatisB, 
"  That  £5.000  be  granted." 

Atbs,  24. 

Ballance  Kerr  Seddon 

B.-Bradshaw     Lamach  Smith 

Brown  Menteath  Tole 

Bruce  Moat  Tnznbull 

Buchanan  Moss  Walker. 

Buckland,  W.F.  O'Conor  TeUert. 

Eraser  Pearson  Horsthonse 

Hatch  Richardson,  E.  Steward,  W.  J. 

Hirst,  H. 

Noes,  12. 
Atkinson  Kewman  Wilson. 

Bryce  Peacock  TAllert, 

Lake  Rolleston  Conollj 

McMillan  Thomson,  J.  W.  Trimble. 

Montgomery 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Bevan  Johnston 

Cadman  Mitchelson 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Fitzherbert  Wakefield 

Grace  Whyte 

Guinness  Buckland,  J.  C. 

Lance  Barron 

Levestam  Fulton 

O'Callaghan  Fergus 

Pyke  Richardson,  G.  F. 

Samuel  Hislop 

Vogel.  Beetham. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Vote  as  reduced,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — ^Public  Buildisgs. 
Parliament  Buildings — ^New  library  buildin|. 
in  brick,  £2,000. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  pointed  out  that  honoumU. 
members  had  very  little  time  to  devote  tb€m- 
selves  to  the  contents  of  the  library  towarcb 
the  erection  of  which  this  vote  was  proposed. 
As  for  the  recess,  the  Library  Committee  had 
determined  that  only  the  residents  of  Welling- 
ton should  derive  benefit  from  the  liiffaiy. 
This  was  quite  sufiicient  to  condemn  the- 
library  under  the  present  management.  It 
appeared  outrageous  that  members  of  Parlia- 
ment residing  away  from  Wellington  wky 
might  be  anxious  to  study  subjects  in  the 
interests  of  the  country  could  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  He  wanted  to  know 
why  these  books  were  kept  in  the  library  in 
that  way.  There  eould  be  no  danger  in  allow- 
ing members  to  take  out  books  during  the 
recess,  as  they  could  be  insured  on  their  joor* 
ney  to  and  fro,  and  it  would  be  therefore  a 
matter  of  perfect  certainty  that  they  would  not 
bo  lost.  If  the  library  was  intended  to  be  only 
for  ornament,  and  not  for  use,  then  it  would  be 
a  pity  to  waste  money  in  the  direction  pro- 
posed. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  Committer 
would  be  wise  to  vote  the  sum  asked  for,  » 
that  they  might  secure  appropriate  buildings. 
Next  year»  be  might  say,  he  would  be  very  glai 
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tsist  auy   honourable  member  who  would 
388  tbo  view  of  the  House  in  reference  to 
matter  in  unmistakable  terms — ^that  the 
8  8hoald  be  used  by  honourable  members 
lie   year  round.     He  believed  they  could 
y  carry  such  a  resolution. 
>te,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 
ineral  departmental  office;),  £2,200. 
r.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the  item, 
iblic     boildings,    Hamilton,    grant-in-aid, 
00,*'  was  a  subsidy  towards  the  erection  of 
lie   baildings  at  Hamilton.      The  coimty 
going  to  build  offices  at  a  cost  of  £6,000, 
the  Government  would  contribute  £2,000, 
Lg  in  want  of  buildings  themselves. 
[r.  PEACOCK  asked  for  information  regard- 
the  item,  **  Geological  room  for  Museum, 
0." 

[r.  LARNACH  said  that  Dr.  Hector  had  a 
bt  many  valuable  geological  specimens  at 
lent  cooped  up  in  boxes,  and  he  had  no  room 
lisplay  tnera,  or  to  sort  them,  in  order  that 
might  distribute  some  of  the  specimens; 
L  it  was  necessary  that  this  room  should  be 
It. 

Tote,  £2,200,  agreed  to. 
udicial,  £100,  agreed  to. 
*08t  and  Telegraph,  £1,050,  agreed  to. 
'junatic  asylums,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 
riospitals  and  other  charitable  institutions, 
>0,  agreed  to. 

A83  IX. — Lighthouses,   Habboub  -  works, 

AND  Harbour-Defences. 
Harbour  work??,  Hokitika,  £1,500. 
Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  a  large  portion  of 
ing-work  had  already  been  done,  and  if  this 
>ney  were  not  expended  a  good  part  of  the 
»Tk  would  be  in  danger  of  being  washed  away. 
Mr.  MACARTHUR  moved,  That  the  vote  bo 
rock  out. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that  if  the  port  was 
>rth  keeping  up  the  trade  of  the  port  would 
\  sufficient  to  pay  dues  to  keep  up  these  works. 

the  trade  was  not  sufficient  the  Government 
ight  not  to  pay  money  upon  the  works. 

5lr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  this  money  were 
3t  voted  some  three  or  four  chains  of  pile- 
ork  would  be  washed  away  on  the  northern 
all.  It  was  with  the  view  of  protecting  that 
ork  that  the  money  was  wanted. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  complained  that  the  har- 
our  at  Castlcpoint  received  no  consideration, 
rhile  money  was  being  spent  on  these  West 
least  harbours. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  the  fourth 
r  fifth  year  since  the  House  had  been  assured 
hat  this  would  be  the  very  last  vote  for  this 
rork.  Ho  himself  had  placed  votes  on  the 
stimates  on  the  same  understanding.  He 
ecommendcd  that  even  this  vote  should  not 
>e  spent  until  it  was  shown  by  the  Marine 
Sngineer  not  only  that  the  vote  was  absolutely 
icccissary  to  protect  existing  works,  but  that  it 
irould  be  final.  A  railway  was  now  being  made 
(rom  Oreymouth  to  Hokitika,  and  that  was  a 
good  reason  why  there  should  bo  no  more  ex- 
penditare  on  this  harbour. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  intended  this  year 


to  ask  for  a  further  endowment,  so  that  the 
Board  might  borrow  money  independent  of  the 
Government ;  but  the  land  had  been  withdrawn 
from  sale  owing  to  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  Proolamation,  and  the  Board  could 
not  carry  out  its  intention.  In  the  meantime 
the  harbour  -  works  were  being  washed  away» 
and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  ask  the 
Government  to  give  enough  to  protect  the 
works. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  understood  that  this  was  to 
be  the  last  vote  asked  for,  and  Hokitika  must 
henceforth  understand  that  the  House  would 
vote  no  more. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  he  would  try,  if  possible 
and  desirable,  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  and  if  the 
Marine  Engineer  said  the  expenditure  would 
be  practically  useless  the  money  would  not  b» 
spent. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  believed  that  the  harbour 
was  in  a  worse  condition  now  than  it  was  years 
ago,  notwithstanding  all  the  expenditure. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  it  was  evident  the 
trade  of  the  port  was  not  worth  keeping.  Out 
of  £55,000  spent  the  Harbour  Board  could  only 
pay  interest  on  £10,000,  and  the  colony  had  to 
find  the  rest. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  there  could  be  nothing 
more  idiotic  than  the  expenditure  on  these 
small  bar-harbours ;  but  the  expenditure  and 
loans  authorized  were  becoming  so  large  that 
there  would  soon  be  a  Harbour  League  formed, 
and  the  colony  would  have  to  take  over  the 
liability.  Sir  John  Coode  had  said  that  the 
colony  must  be  mad  to  want  twenty-seven 
harbours  for  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  people ; 
and  if  his  recommendation  had  been  carried 
out  attention  would  have  been  confined  to 
making  four  or  five  harbours  really  efficient, 
and  ceasing  expenditure  on  all  these  small 
harbours. 

Vote,  £1,500,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIII. 

Thermal  springs,  £10,000. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  if  the  cost  of 
waterworks  (£6,000)  and  improvement  of  baths 
(£2,000)  would  be  reimbursed  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said,  indirectly.  It  was 
part  of  the  contract  with  the  lessees  that  these 
improvements  should  be  made. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
stipulation  that  they  should  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  land. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  not. 

Mr.  MOSS  did  not  see  why  650,000  acres  of 
land  should  be  locked  up  here  from  settlement, 
nor  did  he  see  why  the  Natives  who  obtained 
large  rents  from  these  lands  should  not  bear 
some  of  this  expenditure.  Why  should  tho 
Europeans  be  taxed  to  improve  tha  property 
of  the  Natives  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  if  the  Minister  was  cer- 
tain that  it  was  in  the  agreement  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  provide  this  water-supply. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  expressly  one  of 
the  conditions  made  with  the  Government. 

Mr,  ROLLESTON  understood  that  what  was 
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provided  >\aR  that  the  Natives  should  supply 
tlio  land  and  afford  evei7  facility  for  bringing 
Uie  water  in,  and  it  was  a  bargain  on  tho  part 
of  tho  Govemuu  nt  tliat  the  supply  should  b6 
brought  in  ;  but  it  was  certainly  never  con- 
templated that  such  a  bum  as  tliis  should  be 
expended  for  the  puri)osc.  He  would  ask  the 
Minister  to  consider  whether  a  diRcers'  race 
could  not  be  brouj^ht  in  from  a  siream  by 
Kelly's  farm  at  a  chi^aper  rote. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  tliat  they  hod  the 
best  engineering  a<.lvicu  on  the  matter,  and 
were  assured  that  tlie  water,  which  would  have 
to  be  brought  in  in  pij  os,  could  not  be  brought 
in  for  a  iii^&  sum  thun  was  cent*  uiplated.  The 
contract  price  wiuj  Jto.iKM),  and  £1,000  wius 
allowed  for  extras  and  incidentals.  With  re- 
gard to  tho  agreement,  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided that  the  Government  should  lay  water 
on  to  tho  township,  and  one  of  the  complaints 
made  by  those  who  desired  to  repudiate  their 
purchases  had  hi,un  that  this  agreement  had 
not  been  carried  out. 

CJolonel  TlUMiU.K  said  this  meant  that  the 
people  would  have  to  pay  i!450  interest  for  fifty 
years.  Ho  undtrstood  the  Natives  received 
about  £3,('<.)0  a  year  rent;  and  why  sliould  the 
people  of  the  colony  be  taxed  in  order  to  supply 
their  land  with  water? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  policy  of  the  late 
and  present  Governments  was  to  make  this 
place  a  great  sanatorium  for  tourists  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  that  was  the  reason, 
no  doubt,  why  this  agreement  had  been  made. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  tho  agreement 
made  was  binding  upon  tho  c<»i>'ny.  Having 
been  there,  ho  knew  that  no  water  could  bo 
supplied  to  this  locality  except  by  some  such 
expenditure  as  this. 

Colonel  TKIMDLE  tliought  that  tho  sooner 
they  got  rid  of  tliui  white  elephant  tho  better. 
They  were  told  that  there  was  g<'ing  to  be  a 
profit  from  the  Thermal  i?prings  Act ;  but  they 
got  nothing  of  tho  kind,  and  there  was  a  largo 
expenditure  everv  year. 

Vote,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  III.-  Railways. 

Transfer  of  expenditure  on  construction  of 
Korth  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  up  to  31st 
March,  IHHG,  hitherto  charged  on  loans  raised 
prior  to  3 1st  Marcli,  ISSG,  i;00,8(X),  agreed  to. 

Transfer  nf  expenditure  on  permanent-way, 
Ac,  up  to  31st  March,  188G,  hitherto  charged 
on  loans  raised  prior  to  31st  March,  1686, 
£77,000,  agreed  to. 

Contingencies,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 

Transfer  of  expenditure  on  permanont-way, 
Ac,  up  to  31st  ^larch,  18RG,  hitherto  charged 
on  loans  raised  prior  to  31st  March,  1880, 
£213,000,  agreed  to. 

Perman«ut-wav,  sleepers,  and  rolling-stock, 
£37,000,  agreed  tiD. 

Resolutions  reported  to  the  House  and  agreed 
to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


Mr.  Rollcston 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday y  17th  August^  1686. 


Pablic  W'orks  Approprifttion  Bill— Appropaiatka 
Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Actino-Sfsakkk  took  the  cfeak 
at  half -past  ten  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
The   Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill  mi 
rood  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third  time. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  firn  aai 
a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  tibi 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  <»aid,— I  ban 
been  struck  by  tho  cxtracriinarily  large  p»- 
portion  ate  sums  set  down  under  the  headags 
of  "Miscellaneous"  in  the  schedule.  I& 
Glass  I.  tho  amount  under  that  heading  tf 
no  less  than  £21,288.  I  hope  the  Gov<an- 
ment  will  explain  the  principal  items  tbat 
help  to  make  up  that  large  sum.  and  wbj  ■» 
large  a  sum  is  put  under  so  indefinite  a  fcrai 
instead  of  being  specified.  Then,  in  Class  IIL 
there  is  tho  same  extraordinary  proporticn  be- 
tween the  amount  under  "  Misceilaneocs"&Dd 
the  specified  amounts.  The  "  Miscellantoos" 
is  i'i2vS,()(X),  while  all  the  specified  items  onlr 
total  £25,000.  In  Class  VI.  there  are  onlV 
three  items  altogether,  and,  of  these,  £12,000  is 
under  **  Miscellaneous."  It  seems  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  tho  sums  should  be  solaria 
for  miscellaneous  purposes,  and  I  hope  tiio 
absence  of  further  specification  will  be  ex- 
plained. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  pat^ 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    REPEESENTATTVES. 

Tuesday,  17th  August,  16S6. 


Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa— CenKus  Enumerators— Govef»- 
uient  Life  Insiiranco  A^^sociation  hill — J.  Murtaa 
— West  Coast  Village  Settlement — Si)ecia]  Po^nen 
an«l  Contracts  }Jill  -Library— Public  Works  Ap- 
propriatiou  Bill -Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  tweh« 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

HON.  MR.  TAIAROA. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
port of  tho  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  praying  thaX 
tho  sum  of  £145  15s.  be  paid  to  liim  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  the  settlement  U  tbe 
reserves  at  Arahura? 

Mr.  BAIiLANCE  said  that  a  letter  had  bea 
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West  Coast 
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Village  Settletnefit. 


mt  to  tke  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa  concerning  this 
L&tter,  stating  that  it  would  he  inquired  into. 
^  ^ras  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  really,  and 
le  Public  Trustee  was  making  inquiries,  in 
rder  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

CENSUS  ENUMERATORS. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
tie  census  enumerators  in  the  cases  of  Waira- 
obp&  East  and  West,  W^airoa  (Hawke's  Bay), 
i^aipawa,  and  Patangata  Districts,  in  the 
forth,  and  Bruce,  Tuapeka,  and  Clutha  Dis- 
ci cts,  in  the  South,  were  appointed  J)y  the  Go- 
emment  or  by  the  Registrar-General;  and 
fhether  they  wUl  explain  the  greatly-increased 
ost  of  collection  of  census  returns  in  the  dis- 
ricts  named  ?  The  continual  increase  in  the 
ttrious  public  departments,  and  this  one  more 
particularly^  having  been  brought  before  public 
lotice  in  the  public  prints,  hiid  caused  him  to 
ek  the  question. 

^Ir.  TOLE  said  the  census  enumerators  were 
appointed  by  the  Government,  and  the  sub- 
tnuxnerators  were  appointed  by  the  enume- 
ators.  The  extra  cost  was  accounted  for  by 
he  increased  population  and  settlement,  which 
laturally  necessitated  an  increase  in  the  num- 
>er  oi  subenumerators,  who  had  to  travel  about 
b  great  deal. 

30VERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE  ASSO- 
CIATION BILL. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  that  when  speak- 
ing on  this  Bill  he  referred  to  the  Minister  of 
Justice  as  having  had  correspondence  with 
bir.  Shera  although  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  communicate  with  him  in  connection 
with  the  property.  It  did  not  come  out  before 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  ho  was  not 
aware  at  the  time  ho  spoke,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  subcommittee 
appointed  by  tlie  Board.  Hence  the  criticism 
he  made  as  to  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
misdirected,  and  based  upon  a  wrong  view  of 
the  facts. 

Mr.  TOLE  thanked  the  honourable  member 
lor  his  explanation,  because  he  thought  he 
would  not  willingly  do  an  injustice. 

J.  MURTON. 
Mr.  HAltf  LIN  said  that  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion he  had  asked  a  question  with  reference  to 
John  Murton,  whose  case  was  reported  upon  by 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  in  1884 ;  and 
the  Minister  replied  that,  in  terms  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  this  man  would  be  em- 
ployed. From  that  time  up  to  the  present, 
although  correspondence  had  taken  place  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Minister,  this  unfor- 
tunate man  had  not  got  en^iployment.  He  was 
injured  while  working  on  the  railway,  and  the 
Committee  recommended  that  he  should  get 
flome  light  employment ;  but  up  to  the  present 
time  that  unfortunate  man  had  not  been  em- 
ployed, although  the  Minister  stated  in  the 
House  that  he  would  be. 

^  Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  look 
into  the  matter,  as  Le  did  not  know  the  cir- 
^omstances. 


WEST  COAST  VILLAGE  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  at  the  present  time 
there  was  a  large  section  of  land  known  as  the 
Big  W'anganui  Flat,  and  another  large  section > 
specially  fitted  for  village  settlements.  The 
County  Council  would  be  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  Minister  in  opening  up  the  land  and 
settling  it.  Ho  would  ask  if  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  correspond  with  the  County  Coun- 
cil with  that  view. 

2Ir.  BALLANCE  said  his  attention  had  been 
already  called  to  Big  Wanganui  Flat  as  a 
suitable  place  for  a  small-farm  settlement,  and 
he  would  act  upon  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
honourable  member. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  tho  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill  bo  agreed  to, 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said, — At  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  although  tho  amendments  arc, 
in  my  opinion,  altogether  unjustifiable,  I  do 
not  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with 
them,  for  this  reason:  There  were  seventy 
paragraphs  in  the  schedule,  and,  of  that  num- 
ber, the  Council  struck  out  twenty-three,  re- 
taining forty-seven,  upon  a  variety  of  subjects  ; 
and  I  think  that  tho  number  of  matters  left  in 
tho  Bill  is  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  asking  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  amendments.  I  do  so 
because  it  is  to  me  clear  that  if  we  disagree 
with  the  amendments  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity whatever  of  getting  the  Bill  passed  this 
session ;  and  the  question  presents  itself  to  ua 
in  the  practical  form,  Should  we  accept  the 
forty-seven  paragraphs  left  in  the  Bill,  or  should 
we  show  a  just  resentment  at  what  has  been 
done  by  moving  that  the  House  should  disagree 
with  the  amendments  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
lapse  ?  In  my  opinion  we  ought  to  accept  what 
has  been  done,  and  leave  the  other  matters — 
some  of  which  are  doubtless  very  urgent— over 
for  next  session.  There  is  nothing  to  justify  the 
reckless  and  indiscriminate  manner  in  which- 
the  other  Chamber  proceeded  to  mutilate  this 
Bill,  and  to  take  out  of  it  some  of  its  most 
useful  provisions.  I  venture  to  say  that  before 
two  yeajrs  are  over  eleven  out  of  twelve  clauses 
which  have  been  rejected  will  be  enacted  by 
the  Legislature.  No  doubt  it  may  be  objected 
as  a  matter  of  form  that  some  of  these  mat- 
ters should  not  have  been  left  in  the  Bill ; 
but  I  say  we  have  numerous  precedents  for 
such  provisions  being  embodied  in  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill.  One  of  the  most 
useful  provisions  of  the  Bill  was  that  which 
related  to  the  change  of  tenure  from  tho  pas- 
toral deferred-payment  system  to  that  of  per- 
petual leases  under  the  small -runs  system. 
We  did  not,  as  was  generally  supposed  and  ex- 
tensively circulated,  amend  the  Land  Act  at  all. 
It  did  not  affect  tho  existing  Act,  and  only  had 
reference  to  an  Act  repealed  some  years  ago. 
This  clause  was  rejected,  I  am  informed  on 
good  authority,  on  tho  specific  ground  that  it 
repealed  part  of  tho  Land  Act.  Then,  there  ia 
another  remarkable  feature  in  this  case.    Lx 
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the  Wa-stc  Lands  Com  in  it  tee  in  another  place 
on'y  thr«»f  or  four  clauses  altogether  were  re- 

i'€>clo<l  in  tile  Hill  after  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
ia<l  U'L-u  taken  from  the  Ueada  of  departments 
and  oinoi-H,  and  every  clause  was  carefully 
gone  tll^ou^h,  as  was  the  case  in  this  House 
and  before  our  Wa&te  Lands  Committee ; 
whorcas  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  came 
down  to  tile  Council  and  moved  the  rejection 
of  twontv-thrcc  ])aragraphK  in  tlie  schedule  and 
five  c:.iu>is  in  tne  text  of  tlie  Bill.  I  say  that 
cf)iuiuct  of  that  kind  seeius  to  me  to  require 
justitication.  I  have  said  that  many  of  these 
proMsions  arc  of  a  most  useful  kind  ;  and  it  is  a 
▼»»ry  n'lnarkable  tiling  that  the  portions  which 
hnve  been  in  Wellington  t»aid  to  be  the  most 
▼irt'iuus  in  the  whole  Hill  are  from  the  Council's 
point  of  view  really  the  most  objectionable  of 
all,  and  have  been  Ktriick  out.  The  H:ll  has  been 
entiri'ly  misunderstood.  It  has  lx»(  n  the  sub- 
ject of  a  great  deal  of  calumny.  A  cry  has  been 
been  rai^fd  of  "  Mad  dog  !  "  and  everybody  has 
thought  it  his  duty  to  censure  the  H.il.  There 
never  was  a  more  useful  measure  before  the 
Hoiiso  than  this.  Among  the  clauses  struck  out 
is  clause  1.'),  dealing  with  the  West  Coast  Settlc- 
Dirnt  r -serves.  1  hatl  intended  to  introduce  a 
■lU'C'il  Hill  to  deal  with  this  matter;  but,  as  it 
wciulil  bj  substantially  the  same,  it  would  not 
be  111  order.  I  went  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  explained  this 
clause,  and  the  Committee  seemed  perfectly 
satir>rie.l.  The  result  of  striking  out  the  clause 
will  be  that  a  number  of  lessees  of  Native 
res«'r\es  will  have  to  remain  another  year  with- 
out their  titles.  1  move,  That  the  amendments 
nijwle  bv  the  Council  be  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Nil  W.MAN. — Is  the  paragraph  dealing 
with  the  Wellington  Hospital  reserves  struck 
out? 

Mr.  BALLANCP:.— Yes. 

Mr.  HkVCK. — The  honourable  gentleman 
has  given  very  instructive  inform.ition  as  to 
what  passed  in  another  place  ;  but  it  appears 
to  WW.  that  if  we  are  to  enter  into  the  debates 
of  another  place,  and  to  discuss  their  merits, 
wo  must  have  some  representative  from  there 
to  sliow  us  their  views  of  the  question.  I'cr- 
haps  that  would  bo  slightly  unconstitutional 
at  present ;  but  it  would  not  be  more  so  than 
the  attempts  at  legislation  made  in  this  Hill, 
Homo  of  which  attempts,  no  doubt,  were  un- 
constitutional. I  agree  that  a  Hill  of  this 
kiiul  may  be  very  useful  indeed  ;  but  I  have 
warned  the  House  in  three  consecutive  sessions 
that  the  abuse  of  the  Hill  would  lead  to  its  dis- 
continuance. Its  use  is  undeniable  if  confined 
to  its  proper  functions — namely,  the  rectifying 
of  teclinical  defects,  or  the  etlccting  of  minor 
objects  as  to  the  desirability  of  which  all 
parties  can  ngree  —  and  it  is  to  these  objects 
that  tlie  Hill  should  be  confined.  It  is  not,  to 
my  mind,  a  suflieient  answer  to  say  that  there 
is  precedent  for  a  Hill  of  this  kind.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the  blame  for 
the  action  of  the  late  Government  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  believe  some  of  their  Hills 
in  this  respect  were  objectionable ;  but  I 
think  the  objection  has  been  growing  stronger 
Mr,  hailance 


and  stronger  up  to  the  present  Bill,  wh±i 
the  most  objectionable  ever  introdscei  ii 
really  includes  a  great  many  local  Bills,  od 
many  amendments  of  general  Acts.  Tiifis  ii 
even  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act  in  i 
The  Bill,  as  it  was  brought  in,  conflicted  itft 
the  spirit  of  our  Standing  Orders  uid  Ci 
Iloyal  Instructions,  which  say  that  miBftf 
the  subjects  dealt  with  in  this  Bill  shoddorif 
be  dealt  with  in  sc}^arate  enactanentfi.  la 
not  hero  to  defend  the  Council,  and  I  nisi 
that  possibly  some  things  may  have  beec  stisii 
out  of  the  schedule  which  it  would  have  bea 
desirable  to  pass,  and  it  may  also  be  that  fiffii 
things  have  been  retained  which  it  is  Joib' 
birable  to  pass — indeed,  I  am  of  that  opicifli; 
but  what  I  want  to  point  out,  withost  gaol 
into  the  matter  at  all  just  now,  is  this:  tbl 
when  introducing  a  similar  Bill  next  year  tb 
honourable  gentleman  should  confine  it  toifl 
legitimate  objects  if  possible,  and  not  intr>daci 
into  it  loci' I  Bills  without  number,  and  azne&d- 
ments  of  the  general  law.  That,  at  any  rate, 
putting  the  constitutional  question  on  one  sitk, 
is  a  very  inconvenient  practice.  If  the  hocanr- 
able  gentleman  reduces  the  Bill  to  its  legiti- 
mate limits,  it  will  be,  as  he  has  called  iL,i 
useful  measure  ;  but,  if  he  persists  in  the  pn^ 
ticc  of  introducing  objectionable  matter,  1 1^ 
it  that  the  intro<luction  of  such  Bills  wiii  haw 
to  be  stoppe<l  altogether,  and  so  the  Legislstan 
of  the  country  will  lose  the  advantages  of  scch 
a  Hill.  I  observed  from  a  Press  report  thits 
Minister  in  another  place,  in  ordirio  ge;  tbe 
Council  to  pass  the  Bill,  assured  it  tin:  thii 
shou>d  be  the  last  Bill  of  the  kind  introdBcei 

Mr.  SPEAKER— It  is  not  in  order  torefe 
to  what  has  been  said  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  HUYCE.— I  agree  that  it  is  ou*.c!trc«r. 
but  I  thought  I  was  following  an  iil::<r.03 
example.  I  will  say,  then,  there  is  rcaaci: » 
believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Gc-^iIE- 
mcnt  that  this  Bill  shall  bo  the  last  Biii  d  ibd 
kind  introduced.  I  was  going  to  dnw  m 
inference  from  that — namely,  that  possibh  the 
present  Ministry  do  not  expect  to  be  in  olScfi 
very  much  longer,  and  they  wish  to  depme 
their  successors  of  the  convenience  of  bcicg 
able  to  introduce  a  useful  Bill  from  their  pain. 
of  view.  Of  course  I  do  not  know  how  tb»: 
may  b(* ;  but,  although  that  may  be  s  jocoiir 
reference,  I  am  quite  serious  in  thinking  thak 
in  introducing  future  Bills  of  this  kind,  taft 
Government  should  endeavour  to  confine  then 
to  their  i:)roper  limits. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — The  simphcity  dl 
honourable  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  tb* 
House  is  quite  refreshing.  I — being,  I  suppose, 
a  little  older  in  these  matters — shoulii  h»w 
taken  it  for  granted,  if  I  had  seen  it  stated  b^ 
responsible  authority  in  another  place  thaltte 
Government  did  not  intend  to  doapwticolii 
thing,  that  they  were  going  to  do  it,  and  rot,i* 
the  iionourable  member  for  Waitotara  takes  it 
that,  a  member  of  the  Government  havingnu^ 
a  statement,  the  Government  are  in  the  ie** 
likely  to  be  Iwund  by  it:  at  any  rate,  IsbonW 
look  out  for  an  opposite  course  being  pnisa«- 
Kow,  I  think  the  course  the  honourable  gentle- 
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m&n  proposes  is  probably  the  right  one  —  to 
ftcoepc,  under  the  oircumstances,  what  can  be 
got ;  but  I  confess  that  it  is  with  very  great 
regret  I  see  many  of  the  clauses  have  been 
struck  out  of  this  Bill,  and  it  is  with  some 
regret  that  I  see  certain  clauses  are  retained. 
I  confess,  too,  that,  looking  carefully  through 
what  has  been  done,  I  cannot  see  any  guiding 
principle  on  whioh  the  Council  have  acted.  If 
there  had  been,  I  should  have  been  very  glad 
to  support  the  action  of  the  Council.  If  there 
had  been  any  intention  to  reduce  the  Bill  to  its 
original  limits  it  would  have  been  understand- 
able; but  it  is  simply  a  case  of  one  bemg 
taken  and  the  other  left.  That  is  the  only 
possible  explanation  I  can  see  of  the  line  the 
Council  acted  on  with  regard  to  this  Bill. 
Many  very  useful  clauses,  quite  within  the 
scope  of  l^e  Bill,  have  been  thrown  out — for 
instance,  the  clause  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
that  a  special  lease  should  be  granted  to  Mr. 
Caverhill.  That  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill.  It  has  been  shown  that  this  gentle- 
man has  done  most  useful  service,  that  he  has 
an  undoubted  claim,  and  that  he  has  ably 
assisted  the  Govenmient  in  every  possible  way. 
This  action  will,  no  doubt,  cause  him  con- 
siderable loss,  which  cannot  be  made  up  in  any 
possible  way ;  and  such  a  clause  should  not 
have  been  struck  out  without  good  reasons 
being  shown.  So  with  the  next  clause,  autho- 
rizing the  granting  of  title  to  land  bought  from 
one  Katene  by  McLean.  These  clauses  and 
the  others  should  have  been  dealt  with  on  their 
xnerits;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  they  have 
not  been  dealt  with  on  their  merits  at  all.  I 
azn  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  able 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  rectifying  the  question  of 
the  leases  on  the  West  Coast.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion of  settlement,  and  leaving  the  defect  un- 
remedied seriously  affects  both  Natives  and 
Europeans.  However,  I  think  it  is  the  wisest 
oonrse  under  the  circumstances  to  accept  the 
Bill  with  the  amendments;  and  I  hope  that 
next  year  we  shall  have  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill  brought  down  earlier  if  pos- 
sible, and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  come  to 
an.  understanding  with  another  place  as  to  the 
principle  which  is  to  regulate  these  Bills. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — It  appears  to  me  that  the 
amendments  have  been  made  at  haphazard, 
and  not  on  any  rule  whatever.  It  looks  as  if, 
wben  any  one  proposed  to  strike  out  a  clause, 
it  was  struck  out  without  any  inquiry  being 
made.  It  has  been  said  that  some  clauses 
wrere  struck  out  because  they  were  really  local 
Bills  ;  but  there  is  no  reason  whatever  in  that, 
because  more  than  half  of  what  are  left  are  as 
mnch  local  Bills  as  anything  that  has  been 
struck  out.  The  greatest  inconvenience  may 
be  caused  by  the  excision  of  some  of  the  clauses. 
Take,  for  instance,  that  referring  to  the  burial- 
ground  at  Onehunga.  The  present  burial- 
ground  is  absolutely  full.  It  was  proposed 
that,  without  doing  injury  to  any  one,  a  great 
difficulty  should  be  overcome  by  enabling  the 
Borough  Council  to  use  the  rents  from  part  of 
Wk  recreation  reserve  to  pay  interest  on  money  to 


be  borrowed  to  buy  anew  burial-ground.  I  con- 
sider it  most  unjustifiable  to  reject  that  clause 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  locaJ  Bill.  The 
amendments  seem  to  have  been  made  on  a 
**  Jump,  Jim  Crow  *'  principle,  and  without 
rhyme  or  reason.  I  really  think  this  House 
should  take  some  notice  of  the  amendments 
made,  for  in  the  case  of  Onehunga  the  amend- 
ment will  cause  most  serious  public  incon- 
venience as  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead,  and 
it  is  quite  likely  that  other  amendments  may 
cause  equal  inconvenience  in  other  places.  If 
the  amendments  had  been  made  on  a  con- 
sistent rule  I  should  not  have  objected  in  the 
slightest ;  but  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind :  and  if 
an  amendment  is  moved  to  disagree  with  the 
Council's  amendments  I  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— I  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  amendments  in  clause  18  of 
the  Bill  and  sections  22  and  47  of  the  schedule 
be  disagreed  with.  The  House  should  take  some 
stand  on  an  important  question  of  this  sort, 
and  not  simply  pass  it  because  it  is  near  the 
end  of  the  session.  An  important  Bill  of  this 
character,  involving  large  interests  all  over  the 
country,  is  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
House  taking  some  action.  No  other  reason 
has  been  given,  I  believe,  as  to  why  we  should 
accept  these  amendments  than  that  it  is  near 
the  prorogation  ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  stay  to- 
do  the  business  of  the  country  for  another 
month  or  six  weeks.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council's  action  has  been  due  to  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  various  subjects  of  the  Bill ;  and 
the  making  of  all  these  amendments  in  this 
way — not  on  any  principle  whatever — and  their 
being  agreed  to  seems  to  me  to  place  members 
in  a  false  position.  I  hope  that  the  House  will 
agree  to  my  amendment,  and  that  we  shall 
have  a  Conference,  because  I  think  that  if 
fresh  light  is  let  into  the  regions  of  darkness 
above  they  may  agree  to  some  of  the  clauses 
struck  out  being  replaced. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  hope  that  thehonour- 
able  member  will  not  press  his  amendment, 
because  it  is  cleaj:  that  if  he  does  so  there  will 
be  a  great  risk  of  the  Bill  being  lost,  and  the 
innocent  will  be  sacrificed  to  the  guilty.  The- 
great  fault  is  that  the  Bill  is  not  brought  down 
sufficiently  early  in  the  session :  if  it  could  be 
brought  down  at  an  earlier  period  it  should  be, 
though  I  am  aware  that  there  are  difficulties  in 
the  way,  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  there 
have  to  be  included  in  the  Bill  many  matters 
that  are  not  settled  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
session.  This  Bill  is  one  of  the  things  for  which 
we  have  to  thank  the  Ministry  of  which  the 
author  of  these  amendments  was  a  member. 
The  Bill  was  invented  in  1877  by  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker,  and  was  first  introduced  by  the 
Atkinson  Government.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
things  for  which  the  colony  has  to  thank  that 
Ministry. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  agree  with 
those  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
somewhat  in  terms  of  censure  with  reference 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  for  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  that  House 
have  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  provisions  of 
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•such  a  Bill  as  this,  and  that  they  had  little  time 
to  do  so.  There  is  no  doubt  >\hativcr  that  this 
as  a  Bill  which  requires  to  be  watched  carefully 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  involves  a  system  of  lopis- 
4ation  which  seems  to  be  entirely  foreign  to  the 
proper  methods  of  h  gislation  in  these  colonies. 
Sloreover,  it  is  a  Bill  which  1  do  not  under- 
stand how  the  Governor  can  assent  to,  because, 
under  his  Instruetions,  if  I  remeiiibcr  aright, 
His  Excellency  cannot  assent  to  a  Bill  in  which 
tbero  are  a  number  of  distinct  matters  dealt 
■with.  I  think  also  that  such  a  Bill  is  contrary 
4o  tho  Standing  Ordei-s.  Certainly  it  is  con- 
trar>'  to  the  spirit  of  the  Standing  Orders  and 
of  the  (iovernor's  Instructions. 

Sir  It.  STOUT.— The  Governor  has  assented 
to  such  Bills  previnnslv. 

Mr.  \V.  1).  STKWART.— It  does  not  follow 
ho  ought  to  have  done  so.  It  seen:s  to  me  quite 
improper  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  deal  with 
general  Acts.  Who  would  think  of  looking  in 
this  Bill  for  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act? 
1  must  say  1  sympathize  very  much  with  what 
has  been  done  by  the  Council,  and  I  think  this 
House  should  consider  seriouhly  before  it  passt?s 
Bills  of  this  kind  again.  I  do  not  ngreo  with 
tlie  honourable  member  for  Tort  Chalmei-s  that 
tins  ^as  a  hn]>py  invcniion.  It  seems  to  have 
been  an  evd  invention  ;  and  it  is  an  invention 
on  which  wc  do  not  seem  to  l>e  improving.  1  do 
not  think  it  is  of  any  use  ajzreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honouiablo  member  for  Motueka. 
It  is  too  late  m  the  session  to  have  a  di^cus^:ion 
on  the  subject,  and  if  any  inconvenience  is  felt 
we  must  blame  ourselves. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  am  sorry  the  (Tovcmmcnt 
caimot  see  their  way  to  propose  a  Conference 
between  the  two  Houses  on  this  Bill,  because 
there  arc  a  good  many  clauses  struck  out  which 
ought  to  have  been  kept  in.  The  other  Chamber 
seem  to  have  dealt  with  this  I'lll  in  a  most 
•extraordinary  way.  When  tho  B>ill  came  be- 
fore this  House  itwas  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  was  then 
considered  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  then  was  read  a  third  time  and  poiised. 
Then  it  was  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
&i]d  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  there  con- 
Bidered  it  ver>'  carefully.  Many  clauses— 
eunongst  othei-s,  clauses  35  and  3G — werepas.sed 
unanimously  by  that  Committee  after  evidence 
had  been  taken  and  considered.  W  hen  the  Bill 
went  back  to  the  whole  Council  it  seemed  that 
if  one  voice  was  raised  in  objecticn  to  a  clause 
that  was  quite  suflicicnt  to  have  the  clause 
thrown  out.  The  Bill,  having  received  such 
careful  consideiation  in  the  Committee,  ought 
not  to  have  been  dealt  with  so  summarily 
by  tho  Council.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  ^lotueka  bo  corned 
I  shall  move  that  the  amendments  in  clauses 
35  and  3G  be  also  disagreed  with.  I  sj'ould  not 
like  to  see  the  Bill  lost,  because  there  ari-  many 
clauses  in  it  which  will  be  of  great  advantage, 
and  I  shall  not  press  my  amendment  unless 
the  oth.er  nmendnient  is  carried. 

JMajor  A'lKINSON. — I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
CAimot  support  the  amendment:  not  because  I 
do  not  think  that  those  claL.ses  ouglit  not 
Mr,  W,  D.  Stev:art 


to  be  struck  out,  but  becAUse  the  tad  d  & 
fiession  is  so  close  that  any  attem(^  to  bvi 
the  matter  discussed  between  the  two  QaoHi 
would  result  in  the  Bill  being  lost ;  and  I  k 
not  wish  to  see  otlier  persons  serred  ia  fib 
same  manner  in  which  so  many  faave  boss. 

The  House  divided  on  the  quesu<»i,  ^Tbi 
the  amendments  to  clause  18  of  the  BO!  tsi 
sections  22  and  47  of  the  schedule  ba  disa^os 
with." 

Ates,  11. 
Bcetham  Kerr  Smith. 

Brown  Menteath  TeUtn. 

Bruce  O'Conor  Grace 

Hamlin  Scddon  HuistbousL 


Noes,  34. 

Allwright            Lance 

Ross 

Ballance             Locke 

Steward,  VT.  I 

Bryce                   Macandrcw         Stewart,  W  D 

Buchanan          Moat 

Stout 

Buckland,W^.F.  Montgomery      Thomson,  J.  ¥. 

Fraser                 ^loss 

Tola 

Gore                    Kewman 

Vogel 

Ciroy                    Parata 

Walker. 

Hi  slop                 Peacock 

Hobbs                 Pyko 

TeUen. 

Johnston             Richardson,  E.  ConoUy 

Iiake                    Roileston 

Tumbaii. 

Pairs 

For. 

Aoainst. 

Cad  man 

Mitchelsoa 

Cowan 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  8^ 

Guimicss 

BucklandfJ.G. 

Lance 

Barron 

Levestam 

Fulton 

O'Callaghan 

Fergus 

Pearson. 

Wilson. 

Majority  against,  23. 
Amendment    negatived,    and    amendmeitt 
mado  by  tho  Legislative  Council  agreed  ta. 

LIBRARY. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  report  of  tfaj 
Library  Committee  be  agreed  to ; — bc-eanse  'i 
it  were  not  agreed  to  he  did  not  know  wbi 
would  happen  during  the  recess,  as  notody 
would  be  m  charge.  The  only  objection  to  tta 
adoption  of  the  report  v.'as  that  no  rnla  lad 
been  framed  to  meet  the  wish  of  the  Hew 
that  books  should  be  circulated  amongst  inflB- 
bers  during  the  recess.  The  Committee  ^ 
however,  met  the  House  half-way  by  adoptii< 
a  resolution  that  any  one  applying  to  the 
Chairman  could  have  any  specified  ijcok  hi 
wished  to  see.  He  was  a  member  of  tto 
Library  Committee  himself,  and  might  ftj 
that  it  was  simply  impossiblo  for  the  Comatf- 
tee  at  present  to  frame  rules  for  lending  boob 
to  members  outside  of  Wellington.  Such  rate 
would  have  to  be  exceedingly  stringent, becaw 
it  might  very  easily  happen  that  as  many  « 
two  or  three  thousand  volumes  would  be  a«J 
from  the  library  at  one  time.  The  best  thiai, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  to  agree  te 
the  report;  and  next  year  the  House  vom 
have  time  to  consider  the  whole  n***^'^! 
following  was  the  additional  part  of  the  rep«» 
to  which  ho  alluded : — 
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**That,  having  considered  the  reference  to 
them  regarding  the  lending  of  books  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  living  at  a  distance  from 
Wellington  during  the  recess,  they  find  that 
there  are  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
^ying  effect  to  this  recommendation  that  they 
do  not  see  their  way  to  carry  it  out  at  present. 

"  They  consider  that,  if  a  particular  work  is 
required  by  a  member  in  any  special  case,  an 
application  to  the  Chairman  may  enable  such 
member  to  procure  it,  and  that  the  Chairman 
be  authorized  to  lend  books  in  such  cases." 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  sorry  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  had  been  postponed 
until  so  many  members  had  left,  because  it 
had  been  very  fully  discussed,  and  the  House 
had  almost  unanimously  agreed  in  favour  of 
books  being  lent  to  members  during  the  recess. 
In  the  face  of  that  decision  the  Library  Com- 
mittee had  taken  up  a  very  peculiar  posi- 
tion. They  had  done  nothing  whatever  to 
try  and  meet  the  wish  of  the  House.  He  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  away  books  for 
years  past,  and  so  had  many  other  honour- 
able members.  It  was  rather  hard  that  they 
should  be  pulled  up  at  once  in  this  way  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee.  No  harm  what- 
ever had  resulted,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  from 
the  taking-away  of  books.  To  put  himself  in 
order  he  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That 
this  House  reaffirms  its  resolution  re  the  taking- 
away  of  books  from  the  General  Assembly 
library  by  members  ot  the  Legislature  during 
the  recess,  and  remits  the  report  back  to  the 
Committee  for  further  consideration ;  and, 
also,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  who  represent  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  insist  that,  if  the 
library  is  to  be  available  to  members  residing 
at  Wellington,  it  must  be  equally  so  to  mem- 
bers residing  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
did  not  see  why  this  splendid  library  should 
be  confined  to  the  use  of  five  or  six  members 
residing  in  Wellington  during  eight  or  nine 
months  of  the  year ;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  the  Premier  had  said,  he  believed  the 
difficulty  might  easily  have  been  got  over.  He 
thought  the  members  of  the  Committee  repre- 
nenting  the  House  had  scarcely  done  their  duty 
in  allowing  the  matter  to  go  by  the  board  by 
passing  such  a  resolution  as  that  which  had 
been  brought  up. 

Mr.  LOCKE  must  express  hig  agreement 
with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  although  he  was  afraid  it 
was  now  too  late  to  take  any  practical  action. 
Most  honourable  members  had  not  the  time 
during  the  session  to  study  the  books  in  the 
library  that  they  would  wish  to  study,  and  they 
were  debarred  from  taking  them  away  during 
the  recess.  Any  one  who  understood  the  value 
of  books  would  take  proper  care  of  them,  and 
would  return  them  in  the  state  in  which  they 
were  taken  away. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  think  honour- 
able members  realized  the  difficulties  there 
were  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  House.  Only  the  Committee 
could  look  into  the  difficulties  from  a  practical 


point  of  view,  and  they  saw  that  those  difficul- 
ties were  insurmountable.  If  every  honourable 
member  were  allowed  to  take  out  five  or  six  or 
a  dozen  volumes  at  a  time,  there  would  be 
many  thousands  out.  That  would  make  it. 
necessary  to  have  very  stringent  rules,  similar 
to  those  in  force  in  circulating  libraries  :  books, 
would  have  to  be  returned  within  a  certain 
time,  and  heavy  fines  would  have  to  be  imposed 
if  they  were  kept  too  long  ;  and  if  the  books  in 
charge  of  any  person  were  injured  they  would 
have  to  be  paid  for,  in  which  case  it  would  pro- 
bably be  necessary  to  insist  on  a  deposit  before 
the  books  were  taken  out.  Then,  again,  sup* 
posing  Mr.  A.  took  out  three,  or  four,  or  five- 
volumes,  and  kept  them  for  a  number  of 
months,  Mr.  B.  might  want  to  see  them  ;  andi 
what  was  he  to  do  ?  And  if  Mr.  B.  got  them, 
^Ir.  C.  might  want  them  ;  so  that  there  was  no* 
knowing  where  the  difficulty  would  end.  In 
fact,  all  books  of  value  should  be  kept  in  the- 
library,  for  if  they  were  lent  all  over  the  coun- 
try the  result  would  be  that  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  loss,  not  to  say  heart- 
burning. One  could  not  have  a  library  like 
this  all  over  the  colony  any  more  than  one 
could  a  museum.  There  wore  certain  things 
which  must  be  in  a  great  centre,  and  this 
was  one.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Library  Committee  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR  sympathized  very  much  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  this  splendid 
library  should  be  stuck  up  in  one  place  ;  but  he 
must  say  that  the  compromise  offered  by  the 
Premier  was  a  fair  one.  It  was  only  scientific 
books  which  would  bo  wanted  out  of  the  library, 
and  any  one  conld  get  those  by  giving  proper 
security.  It  would  bo  well  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Committee,  and  then  see  what 
could  be  done  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  confess  that  he 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  and  disagreed  altogether  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  conjure  up  bogeys,  and  so  manage 
that  only  some  few  members,  residing  in  Wel- 
lington, should  have  the  use  of  the  books.  Of 
course  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  proper 
regulations ;  but  he  did  not  see  any  difficulty  in 
framing  them.  He  would  certainly  not  rest 
until  the  privilege  was  given  to  members  in  all 
parts  of  the  colony  to  have  the  use  of  the 
library  books.  He  would  suggest  that  they 
should  express  their  views  to  the  Recess  Com- 
mittee, and  did  not  know  why  the  House  should 
not  instruct  them. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Committee  had  met 
the  House  half-way  by  saying  that  boolcs  could 
be  got  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  in  a  special 
case  ;  and  he  declined  altogether  to  go  to  the 
Committee  and  beg  as  a  favour  that  to  which 
he  had  a  perfect  right. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  what  books  the  honour- 
able gentlemun  would  have  taken  out. 

Major  ATKINSON.— All  but  books  of  refer- 
ence. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  class  would  inclade 
books  on  political  economy. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  that  was  not 
the  case,  lor  the  books  of  reference  were  now 
Tery  few.  Ho  did  not  think  that  honourable 
nicnd)erR  were  so  utterly  careless  as  had  been 
represented. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— They  arc. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  that  was  so 
it  wouUl  be  better  to  have  no  library  at  all.  But 
bo  (lid  not  believe  it.  niid  he  thouglit  that 
regulations  might  he  franud  that  would  have 
the  effect  of  providing  for  care  being  taken  of 
the  books.  If  the  library  was  not  intended  at 
all  as  a  U  nding  library,  but  simply  for  reference, 
it  was  of  very  little  use.  During  the  time  when 
honourable  members  were  in  Wellington  they 
were  so  heavily  worketl  that  they  could  only 
oerasionully  look  into  the  books.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  this  was  a  sort  of  "dog  in  the  manger" 
busiiKss.  If  Wellington  were  u  capital  city  in 
the  sense  that  many  nu  mbers  spent  their  time 
in  it  there  woukl  be  some  reason  in  maintam- 
ing  the  pres<  nt  s\st«  m  :  but  to  say  that  tliey 
could  not  devise  ruU  s  by  which  members  of  the 
House  could  enjoy  the  privih  g.s  of  the  librar}' 
seemed  absurd  on  the  face  of  it. 

Mr.  iMACANDIiKW  said  that  he  had  been 
getting  out  books  for  years,  and  ho  had  known 
oilier  honourable  members  to  do  the  same 
thing. 

Dr.  NEWMAN,  as  one  of  the  Wellington 
members,  wiid  tbat,  while  the  Wellington 
members  had  the  advantages  of  the  library, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  they  had  a  hono- 
rarium of  £140,  while  the  others  got  a  hono- 
rarium of  £210;  so  that  honourable  members 
might  spend  the  extra  £70  in  buying  books. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  library  should  be 
made  as  u.seful  as  jxjssible,  and  he  believed  a 
set  of  rules  could  be  prepared  with  a  little  fore- 
thought under  which  they  might  very  well  send 
books  to  honourable  members ;  so  that  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  lived  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony  would  get  some  advantage  from  the 
library  during  the  recess.  He  believed  that  it 
had  been  the  practice  of  certain  members  to 
take  books  homo  with  them  just  as  they  were 
going  away  and  keep  them  during  the  recess. 
That,  of  course,  was  an  abuse  of  the  librar)'. 
He  would  undertake  to  bring  before  the  Ijibrary 
Committee,  and  to  discuss  with  the  Librarian 
during  the  recess,  the  question  of  preparing  a 
series  of  rules,  to  be  laid  before  the  Joint 
Library  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  next 
session,  under  wliich,  he  thought,  the  library 
could  be  made  more  useful. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  there  were  two 
classes  of  books  in  the  library— general  and 
li;4ht  literature,  which  was  for  the  most  part 
used  ;  and  standard  works— works  of  reference. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  books  wanted  as  a 
rule  from  the  library  were  of  the  light-litera- 
ture class,  which  was  now  the  cheapest  Htera- 
tun;  in  the  world,  because  everybody  could  get 
the  best  novels  for  sixpence  a  volume,  and  even 
as  low  as  a  penny.  Tiiore  was  no  reason  whv 
the  library  should  get  books  of  that  class;  and 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  if  once  they  be- 


gan to  lend  these  books  they  would  be  ivtiBaa 
in  a  very  imperfect  state.  In  his  eaiij  c&nn 
had  a  fair  library  of  books,  and  might  mefdoL 
that  his  losses  by  lending  to  private  fasa 
were  of  a  very  annoying  kind  ;  and,  if  tbcrva 
going  to  lend  books  in  an  indiscriminate  a» 
ner  to  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  peopse,  m.  i 
ver>'  short  time  the  best  books  would  be  ib- 
pericct  or  disappear  altcgrether.  They  «a 
going  on  a  false  principle  with  regard  to  scrvck 
They  bought  immense  numbers  of  Xksit  u 
a  frightful  price,  the  cost  of  bindinf  tkit 
being  a  very  serious  item,  and  at  the  end  x  i 
couple  of  years  they  were  worth  nothiDjE.  Er 
thought  they  should  buy  novels  of  the  cbt*p«* 
possii>le  edition,  and  part  vrith  them  at  Ck 
end  of  twelve  months.  As  to  classical  cct^ 
such  as  occasionally  api>eared  when  a  mao  lib 
Dickens  or  Thackeray  wrote,  these,  at  ikf 
death  of  the  author,  should  be  got  in  foil  iseti 
and  put  into  the  permanent  library. 

Mr.  BRUCE  agreed  there  had  been  s  gral 
waste  of  public  money  in  pvircJiasing  tbt  Ivp 
number  of  books  of  light  literature  which  wfr? 
to  be  found  in  the  library.  These  books  d 
light  literature  were  to  be  found  threap  ha 
the  country — there  was  no  reason  why  ni»- 
bers  should  say  they  were  deprived  of  tbea, 
and  as  for  works  of  reference,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inadvisable  that  they  should  leave  tbe 
building.  He  was  one  who  would  be  benerit^ 
by  such  a  rule  as  was  suggested  be  in  <:  enforced, 
and  he  strongly  objected  to  it,  and  did  nut  tliifii 
the  country  would  approve  of  it.  He  m:sM 
also  point  out  that  if  this  rule  were  ma^< 
members  would  be  subjected  to  a  great  dt-il  d 
pressure  from  students  for  books,  and  the  r-^uJs 
would  be  that  a  large  number  of  books  «caki 
be  lost  or  injured. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  did  not  understanJ  tbe 
argument  of  the  honourable  member  for  Thrm- 
don  at  all.  If  the  consideration  of  the  erj% 
honorarium  was  to  be  taken  into  accccni  m 
connection  with  this  matter,  then  the  Miniytere, 
who  received  £1,400  a  year,  ought  to  contribiiie 
something  towards  the  library.  He  ba*i  bid 
the  privilege  of  getting  as  many  books  as  tst 
wanted  out  of  the  library,  and  he  exertv^ni 
that  privilege,  but  was  not  sufficiently  a  "  i<^ 
in  the  manger  "  to  say  that  he  thought  othen 
should  not  have  the  same  privilege.  In  f*ct, 
in  an  illegitimate  manner  that  was  done  which 
it  was  now  proposed  should  be  done  lesrtt- 
mately.  He  saw  no  reason  why  honouraiKe 
members  residing  outside  the  Wellington  IHs- 
triet  should  not  have  the  same  privileges  as 
the  Wellington  members,  and  for  that  reatODhc 
should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

^Ir.  FISHER  could  not  understand  whatall 
this  fuss  was  alx)Ut  concerning  the  borrowing  d 
books.  Though  he  lived  in  Wellington,  dunag 
the  few  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  tbe 
House  ho  had  tcJcen  out  of  the  library  tiro 
books.  For  his  part,  he  concurred  in  wb*i 
Kuskin  said  about  books — that  a  man  should 
buy  and  not  borrow  them.  During  these  CAys 
of  cheap  printing  one  could  buy  standard  works 
at  ninepence  or  a  shilling  each.  The  reason  for 
sending  for  a  book  from  a  distant  part  of  tbt 
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'Colony,  it  seemed  to  him,  must  be  that  a  person 
wanted  to  speak  or  write  on  a  special  subject ; 
■and  he  thought  it  probable  that  in  most  cases 
long  before  the  book  reached  its  destination 
the  necessity  for  sending  it  would  have  passed 
away.  As  to  light  literature,  he  did  not  care  a 
•straw  whether  that  was  circulated  or  not,  but 
he  thought  the  reference-books  should  not  be 
sent  out,  because  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
them  back  again,  and  if  they  were  lost  it  would 
.be  a  year  before  some  of  them  could  be  replaced. 
Even  standard  literature  was  so  cheap  that  it 
was  possible  for  any  man  to  collect  a  library  of 
•books.  He  might  be  pardoned  for  saying  that 
he  kept  a  small  reference-library  of  his  own, 
«nd  so  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
ing even  from  their  rich  parliamentary  library. 
The  cost  of  keeping  a  small  reference-library 
was  now  so  little  as  to  render  almost  any  man 
independent  of  borrowing  from  a  reference- 
library  at  all. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  that  if  the  amendment 
•of  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
were  carried  there  would  be  no  Library  Com- 
mittee at  all. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No  great  loss. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  that  would  be  ex- 
tremely undesirable.  If  this  were  referred  back 
to  the  Joint  Library  Conmiittee  there  was  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  that  Committee  meet- 
ing to  reconsider  it,  as  half  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  had  gone  away.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  arrangement  which  the  Commit- 
tee proposed  to  make  was  going  quite  as  far  as 
they  should  go. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
^ihird  time. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  and  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
•time, 

Major  ATKINSON  said,— Before  the  Bill  is 
read  a  third  time  I  propose  to  address  a  few 
remarks  to  the  House.  I  do  not  propose  to  de- 
tain the  House  at  any  great  length,  although 
were  I  to  attempt  to  catalogue  the  sins  of 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  I  am  afraid  we 
-should  have  to  put  ofi  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment for  a  day  or  two.  I  feel  a  little  sorry 
that  the  Treasurer  has  not  made  a  speech  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  fulfilment  of 
•a  pledge  which  he  gave  to  show  us  that  the 
Premier  does  not  understand  the  use  of  the 
English  language,  and  that  whenever  he  made 
a  speech  he  made  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  require 
the  Treasurer  to  interpret  it  for  him  in  order 
that  the  public  generally  might  understand  it. 
Now,  I  understand  the  object  the  honourable 
l^entleman  has  undertaken  to-day  is  to  interpret 
the  speech  of  the  Premier  at  Invercargill,  and 
to  show  us  and  the  country  generally, — and,  no 
4oubt,  the  Premier  himself, — that  we  are  all 
wrong  in  the  interpretation  we  put  upon  it.  I 
hope,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does  that, 
that  the  Premier  will,  if  I  may  venture  to  sug- 


gest it,  and  if  he  has  sufficiently  recovered  his 
health,  pluck  up  sufficient  spirit  in  the  face  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  just  to  say  that 
he  is  quite  capable  of  saying  what  he  means, 
and  that,  when  he  desires  to  tell  the  public 
he  does  mean  limited  borrowing  and  *'  taper- 
ing ofi,"  he  says  so,  and  does  not  re- 
quire the  Treasurer  to  interpret  his  speeches 
for  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  sufficiently  recovered  to 
take  that  stand,  but  I  do  hope,  in  his  own 
interest,  he  will  see  his  way  to  do  it  on  the 
present  occasion.  Now,  I  must  just  ask  you. 
Sir,  to  look  at  the  financial  management  of  the 
Gtovemment.  We  know  our  prosperity  is  based 
to  a  great  extent  on  sound  finance.  We  Imow 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  great  financier, 
and  we  know  he  came  two  short  years  a.go  to 
put  us  right  in  these  matters.  We  were  then 
in  a  terrible  muddle,  you  will  recollect,  and  tho 
honourable  gentleman  had  only  been  in  office 
a  week  or  two — no,  I  am  wrong,  it  was  only  a 
few  days — when  he  had  found  out  or  got  upon 
the  trail  of  such  terrible  disclosures  that  he 
announced  in  this  House  that  nothing  but 
physical  force  would  remove  him  from  those 
benches  until  he  had  made  a  full  discovery. 
Well,  the  House  waited,  almost  breathless, 
and 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  quote  me  correctly.  That  is 
not  correct. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  me  the  correct  quotation  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man want  to  know  what  I  said? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — In  face  of  the  harassing 
manoeuvres  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  so  well  able  to  carry  on,  I  said  that  the 
Government  were  determined  they  would  an- 
nounce their  financial  policy  before  they  left 
these  benches. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Why,  they  have  not  an- 
nounced it  yet.  They  have  kept  on  the  bencheK, 
it  is  true ;  but  I  venture  to  think  they  will  have 
left  the  benches  long  before  they  announce  it, 
because  they  do  not  understand  it  thcmselven, 
as  I  am  going  to  show.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  is  very  good,  and  so  is  mine ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  tlie 
corrections  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
has  only  given  us  part  of  what  he  said  he 
would  give.  He  told  us  he  was  going  to  give  us 
a  financial  policy.  And  a  wonderful  policy  it 
was,  as  I  mean  to  show.  He  went  on  further 
to  say  that  until  he  got  to  the  bottom  of  the 
finances  of  tho  colony — and  he  has  not  got  to 
the  bottom  of  them  yet  —  nothing  but  per- 
sonal force  should  take  him  away  from  those 
benches. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  is  a  misstatement. 
I  said  I  wanted  to  look  into  the  honourable 
gentleman*s  transactions. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  tho  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  time  to  look  into  my  trans- 
actions, and  if  I  had  committed  any  crime  he 
would  have  found  me  out  before  now.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  having  failed  to  make 
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any  of  those  discoveries,  I  now  come  to  what  he 
promiHed  to  do  for  us ;  because,  af tc'r  all,  that 
is  the  most  important.  I  venture  to  say  that 
ihe  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  unable  to 
make  any  of  the  exposures  which  ho  talked  of 
making,  and  I  bcliove  that  when  it  comes  to  be 
his  time  to  Icavo  the  Government  benches  he 
will  not  be  abl(>  to  show  so  clean  a  sheet  as  the 
late  (Tovcmmcnt  were  able  to  show.  I  fear 
that  will  be  the  case,  because  we  have  already 
had  scat 'dais  of  a  rather  serious  nature ;  and  I 
viMiturc  to  think  that  before  the  honourable 
g'Mitltinan  is  finally  got  rid  of  wo  shall  have 
pmvi'd  aqainst  him  matters  which  certainly 
would  not  compare  with  any  of  the  actions  on 
the  part  of  the  late  Government.  Then,  what 
was  tiio  honourable  gentleman  goiiig  to  do? 
He  tol  1  us,  •'  Under  a  reinstated  finance  and 
diniini^hod  expenditure  the  country  will,  wc 
are  conviiiced,  rouse  itself  from  apathy  and 
Mprin^  ffrward  in  leaps  and  bounds  of  pro- 
gress." That  was  the  very  hopeful  spirit  in 
which  ho  sp>ko.  The  honourable  gentleman 
may  la.tvdi,  but  I  liave  no  doubt  it  is  so  long 
a^o  thai  t!ic  honourable  gentleman  had  for- 
ge.iten  all  ah'Mit  saying  this.  Ho  is,  perhaps, 
astMiisIusl  that  we  could  think  of  turning 
hai'k  to  two  vi  ars  ago  and  what  he  then  ])ro- 
niiscd ;  but.  still,  I  am  ^oing  to  do  it.  Then 
he  gjes  on  to  say,  *'  With  common  prudence 
wo  li'od  jiave  no  more  financial  embarrassment 
or  \c.\atious  taxation" — I  am  not  quoting  con- 
linuoMsly,  but  I  am  quoting  the  honourable 
gentltinan  fairly — and  ho  adds  that  the  finances 
"  ar«'  surtouinjj  only  from  mismanagement;  that 
tliev  are  elastic  and  buoyant  enough  to  satisfy 
the  mo;t  exacting  financier;  that  oppressive 
ta\iui'>n  is  not  required  ;  and  that  under  good 
goverM»»nMit  we  may  safely  rely  on  a  progres- 
sive i!n orovenicnt  in  our  resources."  Now 
what  ]A  the  position?  I  am  going  to  trouble 
the  I! 'Vise  with  very  few  figures,  but  I  must 
jujt  ]>.u  a  few  before  honourable  members. 
Hut  fir-it  I  must  call  attention  to  the  speech 
madi'  bv  the  Premier  at  Dunedin.  In  that 
n\v'  'ch  the  Premier  told  us  that  he  was  not  fit 
for  iiis  place  unless  ho  could  reduce  the  ex- 
pen<litiire  bv  from  iiHO.OOO  to  i'lOO.OOO. 

Sir  li.  S  T  O  I'  T.— And,  but  for  Defence,  we 
should  have  done  it.  I  spoke  in  1884,  when 
we  had  no  knowledge  of  the  war-scare  that 
was  to  come. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  an  excuse  that 
will  not  answer.  The  honourable  gentleman 
«aid  he  would  do  it ;  and  as  a  prudent  man 
he  on.'!;ht  t^  have  been  prepared  for  what  was 
comnig.  Wo  hail  already  taken  steps  to  esta- 
blish a  land  force  in  the  colony.  My  iionourablo 
frienil  the  meniber  for  Waitotara  and  I  always 
intended  to  estai)lish  that  land  force,  and  my 
honourable  friend  actually  had  the  Constabu- 
lary in  traininj^  for  using  the  big  guns  at  the 
time  we  left  ofliee ;  and  we  had  prepared  a 
Hchemo  of  defence,  and  were  about  to  ask  the 
House  to  adopt  it.  We  had  not  entered  into  it 
very  fully,  but  wcro  about  to  do  so  when  we 
were  turned  out  of  office.  Well,  the  Premier 
undertook  to  save  expenditure  by  from  t8<),C00 
to  iJl()().0()0  a  year,  and  said  that  if  he  did  not 
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do  so  he  was  not  fit  for  his  plioe;  \i^w. 
he  done  it  ?    The  expenditure  in  eoaa 
of  the  war-scare  will  not  help  t^  ha 
gentleman  at  all,  because  the  amg^Bt  s^ 
estimates  at  present  for  defence  is  nsinni 
as  it  was  in  1883-84.    The  faonountie  fm\ 
man  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  &bol^^ 
Armed  Constabulary.    Now,  the  Anad  i»  > 
stabulary  at  that  time  cost  £70,000  sts-e' 
may  be  that  it  cost  £80,000  a  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  That  is  not  all  I », 
going  to  reduce. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  helps  me.  5k 
I  want  to  know  where  is  the  rest.  Intp^ 
to  point  out  that  his  promised  reduetkocgok 
not  have  depended  on  that  item  slaoe,^' 
cause  the  cost  of  the  Armed  CaDsa^i 
was  less  than  the  total  amount  by  wbidA 
honourable  gentleman  said  he  w'oald  lete 
the  expenditure.  Now,  I  have  just  taka  3i 
these  figures.  If  honourable  gentlemsii 
turn  to  the  expenditure  for  the  year  lSS->«t- 
that  IS,  the  last  complete  year  we  yreie  icoS* 
— they  will  see  that  the  total  of  the  apei- 
ture  on  the  twelve  classes  of  fcho  csti£:stB» 
excluding  permanent  appropriations,  bsoas 
it  is  not  fair  to  include  them  in  my  aipMi 
just  now,  amounted  to  £2,009,344.  Notr,  ^ 
total  last  year,  when  the  honourable  gstl> 
man  nmst  have  had  full  time  to  makeaif 
rcduction.s  that  he  thought  to  be  secesair, 
was  £2,108,404. 

Sir  11.  STOUT.  — Does  that  included 
sidies? 

Major  ATKINSON.  — No.    Thst  simRTifr 
eludes  the  twelve  classes  of  the  ordinarreo- 
mates;  and,  as  "expenses  of  members "« 
provided  for  under  Act  in  both  years,  tbatfio* 
not  require  consideration.    You  will  see  6ios«8 
that  the  expenditure  was  consideraWj  lasc 
during  last  year  than  it  was  dimng  the  lai 
year  when  we  were  in  office.    But  the  loisa- 
able  gentleman  may  fairly  say  that  our »Hw8.3 
made  a  great  difference — and  it  is  qnifctrw; 
and  therefore  from  both  years  I  subtract  W 
railway  vote,  thus  making  the  compariscffl  4^ 
fair  so  far  as  that  is  concerned.    Then  wc |» 
a  total  expenditure  of  £1,381,828,  as  ^ 
a  total  expenditure  for  ]a<3-84  of  £1^^^ 
There  is  a  difference  of  £47,000.    Bat  it  re- 
quires still  further  correction  in  order  togJ* 
the  honourable  gentleman  every  possible ci4B» 
of  saying  that  ho  has  fulfilled  his  obligaU^ 
You  will  find  that  there  is  £35,000 for  de^ 
put  upon  loan  that  year,  which  must  ^^'rj 
to  tho  amount  1  have  already  stated.  Ouj^ 
other  hand  he  may  say  that  the  ednc&tecai J» 
has  increased  by  natural  growth,  and '"*''*. 
hardly  fair  to  charge  that  upon  the  boDoawM 
gentlen;an  as  an  increase  in  the  public  exj* 
ture.      Therefore  I  deduct  iJ4,826,  the  afl^ 
tional  amount  of  tho  education  vote.  Iw^^ 
in  spite  of  every  favourable  circMmsisDce> 
comparison  still  comes  to  this:  that  the  expwj 
dituro  last  year  was  £27,531  more  thwj^^ 
year  1883-84.    That  is  after  ^^'^^^^^ 
iowance  for  railwavs  and  for  education  itK^ 
I  had  no  right  to  make  any  alio'®"? ]^J 
education  vote,  because  the  hono8»«''^ 
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man  had  undertaken  to  give  us  a  better  sys- 
tem of  education  at  a  cheaper  rate — not  the 
Premier,  but  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  And  the 
Government  did  come  down  and  propose  to 
take  5s.  o£E  the  capitation  allowance  ;  but 
the  House  insisted  on  its  being  put  back. 
Well,  that  is  the  result  of  two  years  of  office, 
although  the  honourable  gentleman  pledged 
himself  to  reduce  the  expenditure  by  from 
£80,000  to  £100,000 :  that  the  expenditure  has 
been  increased  on  the  twelve  departments  of 
Government  by  £27,000.  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  answer  that.  I  hope  he  will  tell  us  how  it 
18  that  he  could  not  get  his  way.  It  is  quite 
useless  for  him  to  tell  us  about  the  Bussian- 
war  scare,  because  that  is  no  answer  at  all. 
We  pointed  out,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proposed  to  reduce  the  Constabulary  vote 
to  the  very  low  amount  that  he  fixed  on,  that 
it  was  not  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
countr}' ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  soon 
found  that  out.  They  have  professed  to  make 
a  reduction  in  the  Constabulary  vote ;  but  it 
is  a  reduction  merely  in  name,  because  they 
liave  simply  transferred  the  men  to  the  Per- 
manent Force,  and  the  Volunteer  expenditure 
has  been  increased.  I  have  said  nothing  about 
the  permanent  charges,  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  that,  by  the  aid  of  the  Act 
which  he  passed  to  seize  the  sinking  fund,  or, 
rather,  to  make  provision  for  the  sinking  fund 
out  of  loan  if  we  would  agree  to  do  that,  he 
could  effect  an  immense  relief.  Here  is  what 
he  said :  "  It  means  this :  that,  without  adding 
further  to  the  annual  charges  than  at  present, 
you  may  borrow  seven  and  a  half  millions 
additional."  But  what  are  the  facts?  The 
permanent  charges  last  year  were  £123,000 
xnoro  than  thoy  were  in  1883-84.  So  that  we 
find  that,  notwithstanding  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  got  his  Act,  notwithstanding  that 
he  eflected  the  inscription,  the  charges  are 
being  increased  very  largely,  and  that  there  is 
xio  probability,  according  to  the  plan  that  the 
inscription  is  now  going  on,  of  those  charges 
being  reduced,  but  that  they  must  go  on 
largely  increasmg.  The  Premier,  at  Invercar- 
gill,  very  properly  told  the  people,  although 
the  Treasurer  denies  it,  that  every  additional 
million  borrowed  means  an  additional  charge 
of  £40,000  a  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  was  in  Dunedin. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  that  was  m  Dun- 
edin. I  am  glad  the  Premier  admits  it.  The 
Premier  will  have  to  look  out  very  sharp  this 
afternoon  whilst  the  Treasurer  is  doing  his  in- 
terpretation for  him,  or  he  will  find  himself  in 
still  greater  difficulties  than  he  is  in  now.  We 
£nd  an  utter  failure  so  far  as  economy  goes, 
flbnd  DO  statement  as  to  the  defence-scare  will 
lielp  the  honourable  gentleman  at  all.  It  may 
lielp  him  to  a  small  amount ;  but  the  very  ut- 
xnost  he  could  have  reduced  the  Constabulary 
-vote  would  have  been  £^30,000  or  £40,000. 
'Well,  we  had  the  Colonial  Treasurer  making 
^hat  statement,  and  we  find  that  he  has 
not  carried  out  his  words.  We  find  that  the 
lionourable  gentleman  has  really  added  to  our 
l>urdens  something  like  £123,000.    That  amount 
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may  require  a  liftle  alteration  with  regard  to 
the  interest  being  carried  over.    Honourable 
members  know  that  on  operations  taking  place 
at  particular  times  of  the  year  sometimes  there 
is  as  much  as  £40,000  or  £50,000  thrown  over 
from  one  year  to  the  other.    It  is  very  clear 
that  £100,000  more  is  being  paid  this  year, 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that- 
we  should    not   require    any    further    charge 
on  the  public  revenues  until  we  had  borrowed 
an    additional    seven    and   a    half    millions; 
and,  of  course,  we  have  not  borrowed   any- 
thing like  half  that  sum  up   to  the  present 
time.    Then,  I  suppose  that  is  the  effect  of 
the  "  reinstated  finance  " — which  was  in  such 
a  state  when  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
office  that  it  only  required  proper  management. 
It  was  elastic  and  buoyant  enough  to  satisfy 
the  most  exacting  financier.    And  these  are  the 
results  we  have  come  to:  increased  expendi- 
ture and  increSiSed  taxation.    The  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  he  waiS  going  to  abolish  the 
property-tax,  "with  its  crushing  effects  upon 
the  progress  of  the  colony"  —  I  am  quoting 
from  an  official  document.    Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  believe  that,  when  he  made 
that  statement  ?  and,  if  he  did,  does  he  believe 
it  now  ?    The  honourable  gentleman  is  on  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma.    He  has  utterly  failed, 
with  all  his  resources,  to  provide  a  sufficient 
substitute  for  this  tax ;  or  he  has  come  to  the 
belief  that  this  tax  is  a  right  tax  and  does  not 
crush  the  industries  of  the  colony.    I  want  the  ^ 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  us  which  it  is. 
I  thought  that  he  had  come  to  believe  that 
the  tax  was  a  reasonable  and  right  one,  and 
I  was  rather  pleased  that  he  should  have  ar- 
rived at  that  conclusion,  and  I  should  have  be- 
lieved it  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  remarks 
which    I    heard    recently.      The    honourable 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  tell  the  country  how 
it  is,  if  he  believes  the  tax  to  be  crushing  the 
industries  of  the  colony,  he  continues  it.    It 
is  not  even  at  the  amount  it  was  then.    The 
honourable  gentleman  has  actually  increased 
it  since  he  has  taken  office — increased  this 
tax  which  was  having  a  terrible  effect  on  the 
colony.    The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  at 
that  time  that  he  saw  his  way  to  repeal  it,  and 
that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  pledge  that  no 
local  rates  should  be  put  on    that  year,  he 
would  have  repealed  it  then.    But  now  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  come  to  know 
a  little  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  he  knows 
that  the  thing  was  impossible;  and  that  tax 
has  practically  been  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.    Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  complains  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient elasticity  in  the  Customs ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  actually  getting  more  out  of 
the  Customs  than  we  got  in  1883  and  1884. 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  undertook 
to  relievo  us  of  taxation,  he  has  asked  us  more 
than  once  to  increase  the  Customs  duties.    I 
want  to  know  how  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
going  to  reconcile  those  two  things.    One  more 
reference  to  this  Statement.    The  honourable 
gentleman  goes  on   to  say,   "With  common 
prudence   we  need    have  no   more   financial 
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emhamujpinent  or  vexatiouB  taxation.  W*e 
mav  baiiisb  {r<.>m  our  uiiiids  the  philanthropic 
notK  n  of  ui>urance  aKi^ii>t»t  pnn(HriMU,  \ihich 
niij^lit  mere  correctly  bo  tfrnud  •  iiifiuraiice  of 
p.iuj  ♦•n>m.'  "  And,  bir,  the  honourable  rc  ntle- 
znan  has  banished  it  by  briiginf;  into  force  the 
first  poor-law  that  was  ever  knoun  in  this 
colony.  I  hat  is  the  niay  the  honourable 
geTititinan  has  disponed  of  the  question  of 
pauptrit-m.  1  VLnture  to  say  that  no  finance 
3li Ulster  New  Z<a:and  has  ever  hoii  has  made, 
one  afur  tlie  otht-r,  si.ch  a  ctmplete  scries  of 
bluLiKis  frc^m  b<f::i.i.ing  to  end.  Kot  a  sin^'lc 
one  of  iht  lu'iK»ui.ibi»-  m  nthniiai's  predicin  i\& 
has  ht'cn  fulhiiiu,  ai:d  {Kjsitun  afur  position 
«hich  the  honourable  g«  ntliinan  took  up  lie 
has  had  to  al  ant.on,  and  abandon  ccmpktcly. 
TK»»n,  I  would  ask,  can  we  have  conliU  ncc  in 
him  in  t)ii!>  matiir  in  the  future?  how  let 
Ub  lo<  k  at  thib  local  govfrnment  matter.  Here 
great  reforms  were  to  be  made  —  in  fact,  we 
were  to  have  a  ccmplet*;  syi tem  of  local  go- 
Tcmmcnt.  According  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, previous  (iov>  niinenth  knew  nothing  about 
thtii  bu«^intssin  this,  matter, anymore  than  they 
did  about  tinance;  an<i  the  hi-nourable  gentle- 
man had  been  vi  ry  few  montiss  in  oflice  when 
he  and  the  rrtuner  tigither  invented  that 
iKctuh  rful  Hill  that  was  iiitrcduced  last  session. 
I  think  the  Troasurtr  did  tho  tinancial  part 
•nti  tlie  Vxt  m:rr  ("id  the  machinery'  part.  The 
honourable  Kentltman  told  us  what  was  going 
to  hftp]'4n  in  this  way.  Some  oi  us  ventured 
to  preciict  wliat  a  vtry  pretty  Bill  it  would  be 
win  n  it  came  out,  manufactured  by  these  two 
honourable  pnitkmen.  The  I'remicr  and  the 
Trtftsurcr  kuow  nally  nothing  about  the  local 
bedit  s  or  local  govi  n.nunt.  That  seems  a  bold 
thing  to  say ;  but  it  is  borne  out  by  the  action 
of  the  honourable  genth  men  the  mselves.  They 
brought  down  tiiat  wonderful  Bill,  which  was  to 
give  the  local  l»odies  13'J1>,((  0  a  year  for  twenty- 
live  years.  We  were  to  find  securities  to  enable 
the  local  bodies  to  borrow  from  five  to  seven 
niillior.s,  to  spend  it  as  fast  as  they  could,  and 
come  to  this  House  and  ask  for  payment. 
That  Bill  was  laughed  out  of  the  House, 
»nd  the  inteinhnl  making  provision  for  twenty- 
fivo  years  ended  in  making  provision  for 
•absiiiios  for  six  months,  —  and  even  then 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  fulhl  his 
promise,  for  he  never  paid  the  six  months' 
•ubsidy.  By  a  return  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  Honse  it  aj^pears  that  there  is  still 
some  £40,(<)0  or  i;o<.).(KX)  owing  on  the  first  six 
months'  sub>idy.  The  return  shows  that  only 
£80,000  was  paid  to  the  local  boeiies  up  to  the 
30th  June.  The  money  may  have  been  paid 
Binco  the  3()th  June — I  am  speaking  now  of  tiie 
date  of  the  return.  No  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  rather  hard  pres^^ed  in  the 
Treasury — I  can  quite  understand  that;  and 
Vie  see  that  by  the  fact  that  he  has  now  had  to 
ask  us  fcr  some  ilJiMJ.OOO  more  deliciency  bills 
in  order  to  carry  on  until  the  consolidated 
revenue  is  replenished.  But  it  does  not  end 
hero.  You  might  have  thouj^ht  the  honourable 
geiitlonmn  wtniKl  h:ive  looked  a  year  ahead,  if 
not  Lw-ntv-fue  years.  The  honourable  gentle- 
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man  has  come  down  this  yc&r  and  amei^i 
that  unfortunate  Act  which  ^ave  subsicia  it 
six  months,  and  amended  it  so  tisa^  we  areesir 
to  have  half  the  rates  for  the  future.     I  jui,  -a 
there  any  grasp  of  this  subject  of  local  Ei^aiA* 
Does  the  honourable  gentJemaii  show  it?    & 
honourable  gentleman  was    very    acxiou  ft 
repeal  the  Roads  and  Bridges  ConstziscL/cn  let. 
and  repeal  it  he  did,  and  a  great  tricji.pft  &• 
thought  lie  had  got.     And,  no  doubt,  in  rcinr 
ing  it  he  ha4i  to  look  at  it  a  little  bit;  ikiM^ 
very  few  honourable  members  who  opposed  i.* 
Bill  knew  much  about  it.     Why,  onlj  the  othff 
day  two  honourable  gentlemen  who  maCe  zl-^ 
bla.Khing  speeches  against  the  Bili  Irankiy  te- 
mitted  to  me  that  they  had  never  read  tLe  Bill 
at  all.     I  think  that  must  have  been  the  s&m 
the  Treasurer  was  in  when  he  repealed  the Bi. ; 
but,  having  repealed  the  Bill,  J.  think  he  sm 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  tha(  the  mc&ss 
must  be  given  effect  to  in  spirit,  at  any  ost 
and  hence  the  honourable  gentleman  has  gnm 
wise  in  tliis  direction   and  has  brough:  c^n 
those  local-government  Bills,  and,  as  I  tiilL 
ver}'  satisfactory  Bills,  and  they  are  clearirm 
the  line<;,  in  all  important  points*  of  the  &A>ii 
and  Bridges  Construction   Act,  which  be  cs- 
dcmned  in  such  unmeasured  terms.   The  Titv 
surer  has   at  la<:t  come  round  to  rcasccs^ 
views.     And  the  Premier,  what  did  he  doJ   Bm 
was  going  to  make  largt^  districts — he  was  p-rii-? 
to  revolutionize  the  colony.     Some  of  ns  v»- 
tured  to  laugh  at  the  idea.  What  was  the  itsdt^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  very  properly  3ook 
considerable   pains    during    the    recess  to  go 
about  the  colony  and  make  himself  acqotJiW 
with   the   local  botlies,    their   doings,  rtc^'*' 
ments,  and  feelings.       Then    he    made  (^ 
s)K'ecli,  in  which  he  told  us   that  heuxnc 
converted  to  our  principles  in  this  matter.  He 
says,  '"We  must  have  no  revolutioniiing . « 
must  gnulually  grow.    I  must  take  the  il^^i-S^ 
tions  as   they  are.     I  do  not  see  my  tat  to 
enlarging  them,  but  I  will  render  their  wcri 
more  efhcient."     The  honourable  gentlemaD *«< 
to  work,  and  we  have  got  the  CoimtieslcCAii 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  as  the  nsa  l 
Wc  find  that  the  country  is  going  on  enctlf 
the  same  lines  that  it  was  in  ISS^i,  but  tk  aw- 
chinery  is  being  improved  by  past  eipcrUn-- 
I   am  very  glad   indeed    that    the  hocoLr^lt 
gentleman   has  come   round    to   a  riect  iSii 
reasonable  way  of  thinking;  but  I  woak:  p:.xt 
out  that  it  was  on  entirely  distinct  grrji:.!* 
from  those  on  which   the  honourable  g^ntrf- 
men  took  ofhce  and  pledged  themselves  tc  ict 
I  do  not  object  to  the  honourable  gentltir»eii 
coming  to  a  reasonable  mind;  only  I  do  oi- 
ject  to  them  appearing  to  close  their  eyes  to  the 
facts.    1  want  them  to  acknowledge  their  erT*«- 
\t  any  rate,  I  want  the  country  to  see  tixaJ 
the  honourable  gentlemen  have  not,  in  aoy 
one  respect,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  earned  oti; 
the  promises  which  they  pledged  themstlus 
to  when  they  took  office  in  this  House.    Tlicu, 
as  regards  the  future,  what  hope  have  we  ia 
re<?:ird  to  the  finances  of  the  colony?    Lv-k 
at  tlie^e  estimates  we  have  been  pa^^aing — tbes« 
Bills  that  we  have  now  under  considezattia. 
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Do  they  fulfil  the  pledge  of  the  Premier  that 
^e  ^vere  to  gradually  taper  off  ?    Where  is  the 
t&pering-ofi  7     The   honourahle  gentleman  is 
proposing  to  spend  more  this  year  than  we 
spent  last  year,  and  more  than  was  spent  the 
jrear  before.    How  does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man reconcile  that  with  his  pledge  that  he 
"would  gradually  taper  off  borrowing?    Let  us 
look  at  the  public  works  and  see ;  and  look  at 
the  appropriation  for  public  works.    There  is 
nearly  as  much  appropriated  this  year  for  roads 
■and  outside-works  as  for  railways.    It  is  quite 
true  that  greater  liabilities  are  taken ;  but,  if 
.you  tfike  the  £200,000  which  is  to  be  given  to 
the  local  bodies,  then  there  is  more  for  roads 
than  there  is  for  railways.    Yet  the  honourable 
gentlemen  told  us  that  the  railways  were  what 
they  had  been  famed  for.    I  am  glad  to  see  that 
rthey  are  gradually  attaining  to  more  corrrect 
views  on  the  relative  importance  of  roads  and 
railways ;  but  I  do  not  want  them  to  go  round 
the  country,  as  they  have  been  doing,  and  say 
•one  thing  while  they  are  doing  another.    Now 
let  me  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  £800,000, 
-which  the  Treasurer  entirely  forgot  had  any 
liabilities  against  it  when  he  made  his  Financial 
Statement.    What  do  we  now  find  ?    Honour- 
able members  will  recollect  how  the  £800,000 
was  increased  to  £1,119,000.     By  selling  the 
rolling-stock,    rails,   and    sleepers  which    the 
honourable  gentleman  had  in  hand,  and  which 
were  a  fair  charge  against  the  late  loan,  to 
tho  new  loan,  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
able  to  make  up  that  £800,000  to  £1,119,000. 
1  pointed  out  at  the  time  that  the  honour- 
able  gentleman    would    have    been    wise    to 
liave    sold    the    earthwork   as    well,    and    so 
liave  got  a  reasonable  amount.    But  now  he 
as   in  great  difficulties.     He  knows  it  quite 
"well  now.    He  knows  quite  well  that  by  the 
estimates  we  have  passed  he  has  entered  into 
engagements  for  more   money  than  he  has, 
•even  after  having  sold  those  rails  and  rolling- 
stock.    The  estimates  wo  have  voted  represent 
iSl,O41,000,  as  against  the  £1,119,000 ;  so  that 
wo  are  in  this  position :  that  we  have  barely 
•enough  money  for  next  year  out  of  the  balance 
•of  that  sum  to  pay  the  subsidies.    We  have 
JIG    money  at  all  for  the  defence,  which  is 
oharged  against  this  loan.    There  is  £40,000, 
according  to  the  Public  Works  Statement,  still 
to  be  charged.    Where  is  that  to  come  from  ? 
There  is  no  provision  made  whatever.     Where 
arc  the  public  buildings,  school-buildings,  tele- 
graphs, and  lighthouses  to  come  from  ?    And 
yet  it  is  pretended  to  make  provision  for  two 
years.    Sir,  there  is  no  attempt  to  make  pro- 
vision for  two  years  so  far  as  the  ways  and 
means  are  concerned.    I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  slur  over  this  matter,  but 
that  he  will  tell  the  House  candidly  how  he 
proposes  to  provide  ways  and  means  next  year 
to  carry  out  these  pledges.    It  is  quite  clear 
that  he  will  have  to  borrow,  or  work  in  the 
colony  in  this  direction  will  have  to  be  stopped. 
Then,  Sir,  I  want  to  say,  with  regard  to  this 
question  of  public  works,  a  few  words  in  re- 
ference to  the  various  schemes  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  had.    There  was  the  cele- 


brated Meiggs  scheme,  which  fortunately  fell 
through.  The  honourable  gentleman  may  laugh, 
but  he  is  not  out  of  the  wood  yet,  I  can  assurt 
him.  W6  saved  him  from  Meiggs;  but  he  is 
in  another  trap  now,  I  am  afraid.  I  am  vezy 
glad  indeed  to  see  that  the  contract  has  been 
taken  up.  I  only  hope  that  the  company  is 
able  ana  willing  to  give  effect  to  it;  but  I 
confess  I  have  grave  doubts  about  it.  I  have 
grave  doubts  whether  that  company  is  strong 
enough  to  carry  on  its  work,  and  I  fear,  if  it 
is  strong  enough  to  carry  on  its  work,  the  con- 
tract is  such  that  it  will  land  us  in  interminable 
difficulties.  And  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  been  support- 
ing the  Tresisurer  for  this  object  alone — who 
obtained  this  railway  whether  the  colony  could 
afford  it  or  not — will  find  out  that  they  have 
sold  their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 
They  will  find  to  their  cost  that  they  are  very 
much  worse  off  by  following  the  Treasurer  for 
this  phantom  of  a  railway  than  if  they  had 
remained  in  their  natural  parties,  and  been 
content  to  take  that  work  on  gradually,  as  the 
late  Government  were  doing  it.  The  late  Go- 
vernment spent  more  money  in  that  direction 
than  the  honourable  gentlemen  have  spent  by 
hundreds  of  thousands.  What  are  they  doing 
for  Canterbury?  The  celebrated  gentleman 
who  says  they  must  have  the  railway  or  burst 
— he  is  pulling  the  Canterbury  strings.  The 
Treasurer  is  simply  keeping  them  all  in  tow  as 
a  means  of  support,  for  it  is  only  that  that 
keeps  him  on  those  benches.  He  is  dangling 
this  railway  before  them,  and  they  are  fol- 
lowing, like  silly  birds,  to  their  destruction.  I 
venture  to  think  that  when  they  wake  up  they 
will  find  that  they  have  bartered  the  substance 
for  the  shadow  of  public  works.  What  is  the 
honourable  gentleman  doing  or  what  has  he 
done  for  Canterbury  ?  He  has  persuaded 
them  into  this  contract,  and  I  only  hope  that 
the  people  will  be  satisfied  with  the  contract  as 
soon  as  they  see  it  begin  to  work ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  tell  him  and  I  venture  to  tell  them  now 
that  they  would  have  been  infinitely  better  off, 
and  the  cormtry  would  have  been  infinitely 
better  off,  if  they  had  not  become  the  prey 
of  these  designing  men,  and  had  not  in- 
sisted on  the  work  being  commenced  at  once 
and  pushed  on  outside  the  moans  of  the  colony. 
And  I  fear,  although  1  deeply  regret  it,  that 
the  Province  of  Canterbury  and  the  Provinces 
of  Nelson  and  Westland  will  reap  their  reward 
by  having  to  wait  many  years  to  get  what  they 
would  have  got  in  a  reasonable  time  if  they 
had  only  been  content  to  follow  on.  What  has 
been  the  effect  of  this  ?  It  has  been  to  main- 
tain a  Government  in  power  in  which  neither 
the  country  nor  this  House  has  confidence. 
Nothing  but  that  railway  has  kept  those 
honourable  gentlemen  in  office.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it  at  all.  They  know  it,  and  veiy 
skilfully  the  Treasurer  has  handled  it.  But  it 
is  gradually  slipping  from  his  grasp  ;  and  when 
we  see  this  company  coming  out  and  beginning 
its  labours— if  it  ever  does— and  I  sincerely 
hope  it  may — I  venture  to  think  that  a  very 
few  months  afterwards  thezo  will  be  no  more 
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unpopular  man  in  Canterbury  than  th«  honour- 
able gentleman— the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Look 
at  the  conduct  of  tho  Government  in  regard  to 
IcfjiHlation.  Have  we  ever  seen  anything  like 
it  ?  And  it  in  curious  to  observe  the  differences 
in  their  proceedings  during  the  two  sessions. 
liOok  at  tlie  last  session.  Then  we  had  them 
pix)ceeding  by  editions  of  Bills.  It  is  said — 
and  I  am  beginning  to  think  that  it  is  true — 
that  tiie  Premier  prides  himself  on  being  able 
!>'  foro  breakfast  either  to  write  a  magazine 
article  or  (iruw  up  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Sir  It.  hTorT. — You  said  that  last  session. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  too  good  not  to 
repeat  it.  I  was  then  groping  in  the  dark,  and 
I  did  not  exactly  believe  it;  but  now  I  have 
come  to  believe  it.  And  that  must  really 
recount  for  sonic  of  the  Bills  that  we  get  in 
this  House.  1  suppose  it  is  done  in  this  way: 
Tho  Colonial  Treasurer  or  one  of  his  colleagues 
Kays.  *'  Can't  you  draw  up  an  Act  on  Native 
lan<l.s?  That  is  a  simple  subject."  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  "Oh,  yes.  I  will  do  it  to- 
morrow morning."  And  so  he  draws  an  Act, 
and  the  Native  Minister,  on  its  being  submitted 
to  him,  says,  *•  Yes;  very  good;"  and  tho  Bill  is 
printed  at  once.  They  are  so  busy  that  they 
cannot  consider  the  matter  in  Cabinet,  and 
tl'.ey  send  the  Bill  down  to  tho  House,  and 
when  it  ^ets  there  it  is  found  there  is  a  mis- 
take in  it,  and  they  have  to  print  another 
e(]ition  whnn  tho  Premier  has  half  an  hour  to 
■pare. 

Sir  U.  STOUT.— What  Bill  are  you  refer- 
ring' tc  ? 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  was  speaking  gcne- 
r.illy:  but  I  may  refer  particularly  to  a  very 
important  Bill  called  tho  Mortgage  Debentures 
Bill,  of  wliich  we  had  three  editions. 

Sii-  li.  STOUT.— This  year? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No;  last  year.  I  am 
ooiniiijr  to  this  year.  There  were  three  editions 
of  that  Bill.  And  that  sort  of  thing  was  the 
usual  course  cf  business.  They  never  had  a 
Bill  so  thoroughly  considered  that  it  could  be 
properly  dealt  with  by  the  House  at  once  with- 
out some  alteration  being  required.  The  Bill  I 
refer  to  was  chanj^jed  entirely.  I  do  not  know 
who  drew  it;  but  everything,  including  the 
title,  was  changed  before  it  went  out  of  the 
House.  That  was  the  stylo  of  legislation  we 
used  to  have.  This,  bear  in  mind,  was  not 
from  inexptrienced  men,  nor  from  men  who 
did  not  know  thoii  business,  but  from  men  who 
were  in  such  a  discord  with  themselves,  and  in 
Bucli  a  hurry,  tliat  tiiey  could  not  give  a  reason- 
able amount  of  tiino  to  properly  prepare  the 
measures  for  Parliament.  Then,  when  we  come 
down  to  this  session,  what  ilo  we  find  ?  We 
find  a  new  order  of  things  altogether.  It  seems 
they  v.ere  quite  ashamed  of  their  three  editions 
of  Kills. 

An  Hon.  Mkmber. — Four  editions  one  went 
t!irouL;h. 

rdajor  ATKINSON. — An  honourable  mem- 
ber reminds  me  that  there  was  one  Bill  which 
went  through  four  editions ;  and  I  remember 
tisat  was  a  Bill  upon  which  the  honourable 
♦Icman  claimed  that  great  care  and  attca- 
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t ion  had  been  bestowed.  To  my  mind  it sk^ 
carelessness  and  &  want  of  proper  aUesa 
Well,  I  say ,^ when  we  come  down  to  thii  tsas, 
the  honourable  gentlemen  getashunedcftsa 
or  four  editions  of  Bills,  and  thej  uisB 
issuing  Supplementary  Order  Papers.  la 
year  we  have  had  Supplementary  Order  Pi^ 
principally  filled  witli  ajnendments  rek^^ 
Government  Bills.  I  would  ask  yoc,  Sk, :: 
think,  and  see  whether  you  can  call  to  miii  i 
single  Bill  that  has  been  brought  do^n  b^  h 
Government  and  tiiat  ha.s  not  been  m&kraly 
altered  before  it  has  gone  throagk  the  Eciy&- 
Bills  of  a  most  important  nature,  whiektk 
House  should  not  properly  touch  at  all  exop- 
ing  to  decide  upon  the  principle.  All  ^am 
have  been  dealt  with  in  this  way.  Tb@  ve 
have  another  peculiarity.  The  hooo8a& 
gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  iscs- 
duce  Bills  into  the  House  in  the  ot^srr 
way  without  making  a  mistake.  We  bd 
the  finance  Bills  sent  down  with  ail  ki 
solenmity  by  message  from  the  Gotcisx, 
and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  h&d  s> 
withdraw  tliem,  and  hare  them  stmt  ^n 
by  another  message  from  His  Excell^aet. 
Surely  those  were  matters  of  sufficient  im^ 
ance  to  have  been  carefully  considered  heka 
they  wore  sent  to  this  House.  Then,  again,  w 
had  the  public  works  estimates  sent  dovo^ 
message,  and  we  had  not  got  them  long  in  oc 
possession  before  down  came  another  messa^. 
saying  that  they  were  to  be  withdrawn  asi 
others  substituted.  I  want  to  call  attentoato 
the  fact  that  tliis  did  not  arise  from  anjadia 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  but  entirely  ihros^ 
the  action  of  the  Government  themselves,!^ 
apparently  through  their  not  having  consiJaed 
their  estimates  before  they  were  sent  to  as.  I 
want  to  know  why,  if  such  important  altea- 
tions  were  to  be  made  in  the  mode  of  po- 
ducing  this  Appropriation  Bill— if  the  ^k^ 
proceedings  of  tho  department  were  to  bt 
altered,  and  the  proceeding  of  this  House  ilso, 
so  that,  instead  of  having  merely  one  apprcis!- 
ation  column,  we  were  to  have  two  citw  oias, 
for  liabilities  and  total  authorization— thst«s 
not  considered  during  the  recess,  and  nosafjff 
the  estimates  were  laid  before  the  House,  asd 
after  they  had  been  sent  down  in  ?o  fonc^l  a 
document  as  a  Governor's  message.  Ali  ti^ 
little  things  show  how  careless  the  Goveniiaatf 
have  been  in  deciding  what  they  were  gcia^^ 
submit  to  the  House.  We  have  had  no:  oa^ 
one  instance,  but  a  large  number  of  tliis  -^^^^ 
thing.  Apparently  to  tiio.se  honcurabk  gextle- 
men  it  is  a  mere  trifle  to  go  over  to  His  Excel- 
lency and  say,  "  Will  you  be  good  c-nci:gii  to 
sign  this,  Sir  ?  "  I  knew  a  day  when  a  Govtrmtf 
used  to  ask  if  it  was  right  that  he  shc'dd 
sign  documents  kiid  before  him,  and  I  ?li-5La 
have  been  ver^'  sorry  to  have  taken  cu  nij- 
self  to  recommend  the  representative  of  ti« 
Crown  to  sign  any  document  except  after  d^ 
consideration  :  but  apparently  such  tJinigs^ 
not  trouble  tliose  honourable  gentlemen  in  ^ 
least.  It  docs  not  matter  to  them  to  wb» 
inconvenience  His  Excellency  or  this  Hoc* 
is  put.    Evcrjthing  had  to  be  done  in  a IiunT» 
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And  caxelessly,  and  then  had  to  be  done  over 
again ;  and  we  are  to  be  satiefied  with  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  I  am  not  going  to  allude 
to  the  wonderful  exhibitions  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  have  displayed,  for  time 
-will  not  admit — how  they  do  not  agree  with 
one  another ;  how  all  their  Cabinet  work  ap- 
pears to  bo  done  in  this  House.  I  will  not 
stroll  ble  the  House,  lor  I  think  I  have  already 
shown  enough  to  upset  any  Government  of  the 
good  old  days.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  Go- 
vernment ten  years  ago  would  have  dared  to 
commit  the  indiscretions— to  use  the  mildest 
term — which  those  honourable  gentlemen  have 
been  guilty  of.  It  only  illustrates  the  truth  of 
the  old  saying,  that  "one  man  may  steal  a 
horse  when  another  man  dare  not  look  over  the 
fence ; "  and,  indeed,  they  have  stolen  many 
horses.  And  then  all  one  hears  round  one  in 
the  House  is,  "  What  can  you  expect  ?  "  No 
one  wonders  at  it.  Every  one  takes  it  as  a 
matter  of  course.  That  is  |iho  cause  of  the  ex- 
traordinary state  into  which  the  House  and  the 
country  have  got.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Icey  to  all  this  is  the  East  and  West  Coast  Kail- 
-way.  If  it  were  not  for  that,  those  honourable 
gentlemen  could  not  hold  their  seats  for  a  day. 
Not  for  a  single  day  could  those  honourable 
gentlemen  keep  on  those  benches  werp  it  not 
ior  the  determination  of  the  people  of  certain 
^stricts  to  have  a  railway  made  with  what 
they  think  will  be  expedition.  I  only  hope  they 
-will  get  their  railway ;  but  I  very  much  fear 
^ey  will  not.  Then,  think  of  the  harm  which 
Ishose  honourable  gentlemen  have  done  to  the 
country  —  to  the  industries  of  the  country, 
4o  the  life  of  the  country  —  through  their 
mode  of  procedure  during  last  recess.  I  only 
hope  they  are  not  going  to  repeat  the  same 
«ort  of  thing  this  year.  Some  time  before  the 
House  met  we  were  told  that  nothing  could 
-save  the  country  but  large  loans,  and  a  scheme 
of  finance  was  to  be  embodied  for  years  before- 
hand. Nothing  else  would  save  us.  And  so  cer- 
tain were  the  Government  of  the  acceptance  by 
the  people  of  this  policy  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  country  on  it.  "  We  mean 
to  go  to  the  country,"  says  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Why  did  they  not  go?  They 
never  put  it  to  the  House.  They  knew  their 
•seats  were  too  uncertain,  and  they  knew  that  if 
the  Midland  Railway  fell  through  they  would 
^sappear  like  smoke.  That  was  the  real  key 
to  the  position.  They  were  not  quite  sure  about 
that,  and  so  a  dissolution  was  to  be  got.  But 
•why  did  they  not  tell  us  that?  They  think 
this  is  so  good  a  Parliament  that  it  is  to  last 
not  only  this  session,  but  next  session  ;  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  we  shall  find  that  next  year  they 
■will  come  down  with  a  short  Bill  to  extend  the 
^iiration  of  so  excellent  a  Parliament.  That 
-would  be  a  fitting  climax  to  the  position  of 
-those  honourable  gentlemen.  But  I  say  those 
honourable  gentlemen  contributed  to  paralyse 
the  industries  of  the  country  last  year,  and  in 
this  way :  The  Treasurer  was  bent  upon  bor- 
rowing. He  tells  us  it  is  a  great  mistake  to 
£top.  He  wanted  large  borrowing.  Of  course 
idE  he  tells  us  that  it  is  not  so  we  shall  believe 


him ;  but,  at  any  rate,  whether  it  is  or  not,  the 
impression  was  created  in  the  country  that 
he  was  an  advocate  for  large  borrowing. 

Mr.  FISHER.—He  said  so  this  year  in  the 
House. 

Major  ArKINSON.—Yes,  he  said  so  ;  but  he 
also  said  that  he  was  not. 

Mr.  FISHER.—He  said  both. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  that  is  so.  Then 
comes  the  Premier,  who  said,  *'  We  will  not 
have  borrowing,  except  to  a  moderate  ex- 
tent." And  so  the  country  was  in  this  state : 
that  there  were  the  gentlemen  who  demanded 
what  is  called  a  "boom."  "Let  us  have  a 
large  amount  of  money  to  spend  quickly ;  let 
us  make  our  profits  and  then  clear  out,  and  no 
matter  what  happens  to  Nev/  Zealand."  There 
was  that  class  of  persons  egging  on  the  Trea- 
surer to  borrow  largely ;  and  then  there  was  the 
prudent  class,  who  looked  on  with  fear  and 
trembling,  and  who  yet  had  some  hopes  in  the 
Premier  that  he  would  save  them.  So  he  went 
down  to  Invercargill,  and  there,  taking  up  the 
policy  of  the  Opposition— which  was  very  cre- 
ditable in  him  indeed 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  the  same  thing  in  my 
speech  at  Dunedin. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  no  I  it  was  not  the 
same  thing.  The  Premier  will  have  in  future 
to  interpret  what  he  has  said,  as  the  Treasurer 
has  now  to  do.  Although  those  speeches  were 
similar  in  some  respects,  they  were  very  different 
in  othere.  They  differed  in  this  respect :  that 
from  his  speech  at  Invercargill  we  could  gather 
that  he  was  not  going  to  be  led  into  any  large 
borrowing,  but  that  he  was  going  to  put  his 
foot  down  firmly  sbgainst  it ;  that  he  was  not  an 
advocate  for  borrowing,  but  that  he  intended 
to  gradually  "taper  off."  I  do  not  think  his 
speech  at  Dunedin  was  as  clear  on  that  point 
as  the  speech  at  Invercargill.  The  effect  on 
the  country  of  these  two  speeches  was  that 
those  who  wanted  a  "  boom  "  were  afraid  to  act 
because  they  did  not  know  whether  the  policy 
of  the  Treasurer  or  that  of  the  Premier  would 
carry  the  day,  and  neither  did  the  prudent  men 
know  which  would  win,  so  that  the  consequence 
was  that  neither  the  speculative  men  nor  the 
prudent  would  go  in  for  anything  more  than 
was  absolutely  necessary.  That,  to  my  mind, 
has  had  a  material  effect  on  the  depression 
which  has  existed  during  the  recess,  and  has,  I 
believe,  worked  far  more  injuriously  than  out- 
side causes  would  have  done  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  only  taken  a  decided  course  at 
first,  either  in  one  way  or  the  other.  In  that 
case  things  would  have  been  much  more  pro- 
sperous. In  the  case  of  the  Treasurer's  policy 
of  enormous  borrowing  being  carried  out,  there 
would  have  been  a  fictitious  and  ruinous  pro- 
sperity ;  whereas,  if  the  policy  of  the  Premier 
— that  is,  the  policy  of  the  Opposition — had 
been  given  effect  to,  we  should  now  be  gradually 
drawing  ahead  at  a  much  greater  rate  than  we 
are  at  present.  I  have  got  some  more  notes 
made,  bub  I  will  not  trouble  the  Houso  at 
greater  length,  for  practically  I  think  I  have 
said  all  that  is  necessary.  I  serionsly  ask  the 
Government  and  tlie  House  to  consider  tha 
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position  of  the  colonv;  and  I  tell  the  Premier 
oistinrtly  that  the  policy  we  have  entered  apon 
br  tho  Villus  of  this  fu^ssjon  ander  the  guidance 
of  the  honourable  (gentleman  and  his  c-i leagues 
is  a  policy  of  gra<lual  exjMinsion  of  h*  i  rowing, 
and  not  of  tapering  off.  I  tell  him  that  in  all 
seriousness ;  and  I  yet  hope  that  he  will  look 
into  these  matters,  and  he  will  see  tL  wt  it  is  as 
I  say  :  I  hope  that  he  will  take  the  hiand  the 
country  demands  of  him  ;  that  he  will  i^at  his 
fo)t  down  and  carry  out  the  pledges  he  has 
giv^n  to  the  country  that  our  borrowing  shall 
be  so  far  reduced  that  the  charges  will  come 
within  the  reasonable  limits  of  our  ordinary 
revenue. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  must  sav  the  speech  de- 
livered by  the  honourable  gentleman  isp-^culiar 
from  various  poinU  of  view.  It  is  not  s>o  much 
a  review  of  the  work  done  thi»  session  as  of 
the  work  done  last  session  ;  and  so  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  honourable  gontlfman  requires 
twelve  months  to  prepare  a  speech  before  he 
can  deliver  it  to  this  House.  I  cannot  under- 
•tan  1  why  all  these  re  fen  nccs  should  be  made 
lo  last  session ;  for  that  has  been  tho  case  in 
all  that  I  have  heard.  In  fact,  I  might  look 
into  Hansard  of  last  session,  and  take  out  the 
sp  "V'h  of  the  honourable  g«'ntlenian  delivered 
lant  year  on  the  third  roaling  of  the  Appro- 
pn  iiion  Bill,  and  I  should  find  this  speech  a 
rehash  of  last  year's  effort.  It  is  said  that 
history  repeats  itself ;  and  certainly  the  honour- 
able gentleman  re}K>ats  himself,  for  many  of 
the  remarks  he  made  las^  year  ho  ha»>  repeated 
this. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  I  did  not  require 
to  make  the  speech  ajjain  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Oh,  yes  I  the  remarks  of 
la-t  year  were  so  inconclusive  and  out  of  JDint 
th.iL  they  required  to  bo  refurbished  up.  Now, 
let  us  look  into  this  matter.  But  before  I  refer 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as 
it  IS  usual  in  reviewing  the  se5»>ion  to  say  some- 
thing as  to  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 
House,  I  have  to  say  with  regard  to  the  On}x>- 
sition  this  session  that  I  have  always  found 
it  very  fair,  and  not  at  all  obstructive  to  the 
Government.  Of  course  wo  have  diffeied  on 
many  points,  but  I  have  nothing  to  complain 
of  in  tho  fair  criticism  which  tho  honourable 
gentleman  has  given  to  our  measures.  There 
has,  however,  been  a  practice  this  session,  as 
there  was  last,  and  which  has  been  growing 
up,  that  instead  of  leaders  of  tho  Opposition 
taking  up  a  discussion  of  large  Government 
measure  it  has  been  left  to  tho  lesser  lights, 
as  they  may  be  termed.  That  is  an  unfortu- 
nate practice,  and  1  hope  it  will  be  changed  in 
the  future.  I  now  wish  to  deal  with  this  ses- 
sion. I  have  first  to  say  that  some  of  the 
r»»innrks  of  the  Jionour.ible  gentleman,  espe- 
cially at  the  opening  of  his  speech,  were  mere 
leiterations  of  his  last  year's  speech.  He  a  so, 
in  the  style  of  last  year,  which  I  will  not 
funlier  refer  to,  talked  about  the  scandals  of  a 
serious  nature  which  were  floating  about.  I 
should  like  him  to  name  them.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  refers  to.  If  there  are  any  scandals 
iu  relation  to  tho  administration  of  the  Govern- 
'fiV'or  Atkinson 


ment.  they  onght  to  be  mepUoned  ood  & 
cussed  in  the  Hoape. 

Major  ATKINSON.— As  the  hooKis^ 
member  wishes  it,  I  will  mention  them.  Tkss 
is  the  Stark's  property  porchase,  the  £fltcs 
railways  commission  busineas,  and  the  sc- 
chase  of  the  Government  Insurance  sites— fE- 
ticularly  the  first  one — for  which  the  Gireea- 
ment  are  responsible.  These  are  what  I  cai 
scandals. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Very  well.  Then  I  wiD  sih 
these  so-called  scandals  one  by  cne,  and  wZ 
deal  with  them.  As  to  the  purchase  of  Stuii 
property,  we  have  the  evidence  of  Sir.  l&tdie^ 
son,  who  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  ka£a( 
members  of  the  Opposition.  And  did  not  ti» 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  himself  sav— 
with  other  members — the  other  night,  as  totbi 
Stark  matter,  that  the  Government,  as  a  Gs- 
vemment,  were  not  to  blame,  that  there  vii 
no  charge  against  them,  and  that  if  there  w 
a  charge  against  any  one  it  was  not  agi3SS 
the  Government,  but  against  its  officers? 

^f  ajor  ATKINSON.— I  never  said  so— inleed, 
I  think  the  Government  are  clearly  to  blame- 
but  I  said  that  I  did  not  hold  that  there  wsstlis 
least  suspicion  that  sny thing  like  corr;iptka 
could  be  alleged  a<j:ainst  the  Gnovemment  in.  the 
matter;  but  I  hold  tho  Government  responsibit 
for  every  scandal,  as  I  call  it.  that  occurs  in  tht 
department,  and  that  until  the  Govemraest 
have  found  out  the  guilty  parties  and  punishri 
them  they  are  responsible  in  the  matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  very  glad  the  hon«r- 
ablc  gentleman  states  that ;  but  he  forgets  tiist 
the  guilty  parties  are  not  said  to  be  Gothb- 
ment  officers,  but  the  guilty  party  was  &U> 
gether  outside  the  Government  departmesfiL 
Mr.  Mitchelson  says  in  his  evidence, — 

"As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  vh^ 
thing  has  been  a  cleverly-contrived  conspiracy 
to  defi-aud  the  Government.  That  is  the  cers- 
rallv- received  opinion  in  tho  Auckland  Distrct. 
Unfortunately  the  Government  officials  aided 
as  conspirators  to  some  extent,  through  \^\iDg 
allowed  themselves  to  be  let  into  the  trap— I 
mean  the  property- tax  valuer  and  Land  Poi- 
chiise  Commissioner,  Mr.  Brewer." 

And  we  have  had  member  after  memberof  tia 
Committee  saying  that  so  far  as  Mr.  Seaman, 
the  property-tax  valuer,  was  concerned,  heaad 
acted  honestly  and  straightforwardly  in  erery- 
thing  he  had  done.  We  had  the  honoTUsU» 
member  for  Kgmont  himself  admitting  thst, 
so  far  as  Mr.  Brewer  was  concerned,  he  thought 
there  was  no  blame  to  be  laid  on  him,  and  thst 
he  ha^l  given  his  evidence  in  a  straightforwaid, 
manly  way.  These  are  the  Government  ofS- 
cers  concerned ;  and  here  we  have  Mr.  MiJchel* 
son — whom  I  look  upon  more  as  a  prosecctK 
in  the  matter,  and  not  as  a  Judge  at  all— say- 
ing in  his  evidence  that  it  was  parties  outsidi 
the  Government  who  made  the  conspiracy, 
and  that  the  Government  officers  were  DOtt» 
blame.  Where,  then,  is  the  scandal  ?  I  hope 
this  is  the  last  we  shall  hear  of  that.  Thft 
.  next  thing  is  this  question  of  commissioiL 
I  What  had  the  OoTemment  to  do  with  iit 
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Kothing  at  all.  Aro  wo  responsible  for  the 
members  of  the  House  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yc8. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— We  are  responsible  for  the 
members  of  the  House  ?  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  say  that.  I  think  no 
Gk)vemment  could  ever  hold  itself  responsible 
for  the  members  of  the  House.  If  we  are  re- 
Rponsible  for  one  side  we  must  be  responsible 
for  the  other  side,  and  we  shall  have  to  be  held 
responsible  for  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self. I  certainly  think  that  charge  fails.  Then 
there  is  the  insurance  buildings.  Where  was 
the  scandal  in  the  purchase  of  the  insurance 
buildings  ?  Two  buildings  were  bought  by  the 
Government — one  in  Wellington  and  one  in 
Dunedin  ;  and  it  was  proved  conclusively  before 
the  Committee  that  the  price  paid  for  the 
buildings  was  not  excessive.  That  was  proved, 
and  the  Committee  did  not  report  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  surely  we  are  to  be  bound  by  the  re- 
port of  a  Committee  of  the  House.  We  did  what 
was  unusual  in  connection  with  Committees 
of  this  House— there  was  no  Government  mem- 
ber on  that  Committee.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
Premier  he  would  have  been  himself  on  the 
Committee,  or  one  of  his  colleagues  would. 
When  did  he  ever  leave  a  Committee  like  that 
"with  no  Government  member  on  it?  Even 
when  the  Committee  was  to  consider  the  dis- 
qualification of  one  of  the  members  of  his  own 
Government,  I  remember,  in  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker's  time,  that  gentleman  was  on  the 
Committee  himself,  though  it  was  his  own 
disqualification  that  was  being  considered. 
Where,  then,  is  the  scandal  in  the  present 
case  ?  I  think  that,  too,  can  be  left  over- 
Now  we  come  next  to  this  comparison  of  ex- 
penditure—the expenditure  of  1883-84  and  the 
expenditure  of  1885-86.  I  shall  show  what 
tlio  honourable  gentleman  can  do  in  figures. 
Figures  are  easily  tested.  Honourable  mem- 
bers have  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  up  the 
public  accounts  for  the  two  years,  and  to  look 
at  them  and  compare  them,  and  they  will  see 
whether  our  Government  has  not  been  more 
economical  than  the  Government  of  1883-84. 
And  not  only  so,  but  this  matter  has  been  en- 
tirely overlooked :  that  in  one  sense  we  have 
reduced  taxation  to  the  people  using  the  rail- 
ways by  at  least  £75,000  or  £80,000  by  a 
reduction  of  fares  and  freights.  Is  not  that 
clearly  a  saving — an  enormous  saving; — to  the 
colony?  And  how  have  we  done  it?  Why, 
by  not  increasing  the  expenditure  upon  the 
lines.  Let  mo  compare  the  figures  where  the 
honourable  gentleman  leaves  of!,  and  let  us  see 
how  this  matter  stands.  Let  us  take  the  rail- 
ways alone,  to  begin  with.  Let  us  take  the 
diflcrence  in  the  railway  revenue.  And  I  would 
again  impress  upon  the  House  that  we  so  re- 
duced the  rates  of  freights  that  there  was 
a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  colony,  I  believe,  of 
£75,000  a  year.  The  revenue  increased  £81,186. 
And  what  is  the  expenditure?  The  expenditure 
only  increased  £51,702 ;  so  that  that  increase 
of  expenditure  has  to  be  considered  when  you 
compare  the  estimates;   and  the  honourable 


member  entirely  omitted  that.  He  did  not 
allow  for  it  at  all.  Now  we  will  take  educa- 
tion. The  honourable  member  says  he  allowed 
for  education.  What  was  the  difference  in  the 
education  vote?  The  difference  in  the  educa- 
tion vote,  it  will  be  seen,  was  £44,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Is  the  honourable 
gentleman  speaking  of  votes  or  expenditure  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  taking  the  public  ao- 
counts  expenditure — ^not  votes — the  honourable 
member's  own  Financial  Statement  of  1884, 
and  the  public  accounts  certified  by  the  Auditor- 
General  this  year :  so  that  I  am  not  dealing  at 
all  with  the  votes.  The  difference  in  the  edu- 
cation expenditure  is  nearly  £45,000^£44,854 
43.  6d.  Then,  there  was  the  difference  in  the 
increased  railway  expenditure,  £51,702  lis.  Id. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  took  the  whole  vote 
out  on  each  occasion. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  am  not  doing  that,  because 
it  is  unfair. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  the  same. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  not  the  same,  because 
the  revenue  differs.  I  may  explain  why :  Be- 
cause if  we  have  an  additional  line  of  railway 
and  additional  traffic  we  are  entitled  to  a  credit 
for  extra  expenditure  on  the  increa.sed  mileage 
of  the  railway.  The  honourable  member  does 
not  allow  us  for  that.  If  he  intended  to  take 
it  out  he  should  have  taken  it  out  in  the  first 
instance,  and  not  given  the  whole  amount  at 
first— £2,108,404  in  the  twelve  classes.  What 
is  the  difference?  The  difference  in  the  educa- 
tion increase  and  the  public  works  increase 
combined  is  £96,528  15s.  Id. ;  whilst  the  total 
increase  for  the  twelve  classes  taken  altogether 
is  only  £80,550.  Then,  in  addition  to  that 
there  was  the  defence  expenditure.  Was  the 
honourable  member  fair  in  dealing  with  that  ? 
The  honourable  member  was  not  fair  in  dealing 
with  the  defence.  The  expenditure  by  the 
Defence  Minister  in  1883-84  was  £199,349  13s. 
9d.,  while  the  expenditure  by  us  in  the  appro- 
priation account  in  a  war  scare  was  only 
£161,106  19s.  Id. ;  ours  showing  a  saving  of 
£38,242  14s.  8d.  Well,  if  you  deduct  from  that 
saving  the  £25,000  loan  you  still  have  left  no 
less  a  sum  than  £13,242  saved  on  defence  by 
the  Defence  Minister  during  the  war  scare. 
Now  let  us  look  as  to  the  other  matters.  The 
honourable  member  has  entirely  overlooked  the 
question  of  postal  increase.  With  a  postal  re- 
venue increased,  the  postal  expenditure  must 
necessarily  increase.  Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  credit  to  the  Government  for 
the  increased  postal  revenue  ?  The  postal  and 
stamps  are  not  separated  in  this  account,  and 
therefore  wo  cannot  give  them  exactly,  but 
the  total  increase  is  £135,150  between  the  two 
years,  while  the  expenditure,  which  the  honour- 
able member,  of  course,  will  see  had  to  be  in- 
creased along  with  that — the  expenditure  was 
£287,000  in  one  year  and  £246,000  in  the  other 
— a  difference  of  something  like  £42,000  on 
the  expenditure,  while  there  was  an  increased 
revenue  of  about  £135,000.  The  honourable 
member  never  alluded  to  that.  I  ask,  is  that  & 
fair  criticism  of  finance' 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  If  the  honourablo  mem- 
bor  calls  tluvt  a  fair  critirism  of  finance  I 
can  qiiito  understand  how  lie  has  been  able,  in 
tlic  past,  to  niako  tho  House  believe  that  two 
and  two  make  live. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Will  the  honourable 
member  look  at  tho  Colonial  Secretary's  De- 
partment ? 

Sir  U.  STOT'T.— I  am  coming  to  that.  That 
la  increased  from  A:ii:i(),210  to  i:2;;7,8C().  But 
there  wero  othor  thiiiKs  cast  into  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  Departnunt  which  the  honourable 
member  has  not  \\U  yt<\\  to,  and  which  in  fair- 
ness lie  slioiiM  have  nforri'd  to.  There  was 
the  e(  n^uK,  \\hieh  was  an  aiiditional  increase. 
The  Colonial  Stcretary  ^ets  no  credit  for  that 
atlthtion.  ^^hlch  was  stmietiiing  like  .tO.OOO  or 
ii7,iKK),  which  would  make  all  the  difference. 
Now,  I  a'^k  tliis  House  if  1  have  not  shown  that 
the  honourable  nu  mber's  ligures  as  to  economy 
and  retreiiehment  are  not  reliable.  I  tliink  I 
have  eonclnMVt  ly  hho\\n  that  all  this  criticism, 
made  with  a  view  of  sliowing  that  there  has 
been  no  Raving,  on  the  contrary  sliows  that  we 
have  made  a  saving  m  the  expenditure,  even 
though  we  had  increastd  sup})lies  asked  for  for 
an  increased  populiititiU.  Let  me  take  tho  de- 
partment of  the  Mini>ter  of  Justice.  That 
shows  a  saving  of  about  .t3,()0();  and  yet  as 
population  increased  there  must  have  been  in- 
cnased  requirements  on  the  part  of  the  popu- 
lation upon  the  department  of  the  Mini-^^ter  of 
Justice.  Tlu^n,  if  tlie  honourable  member  com- 
pares the  Colonial  Treasurer's  and  Commissioner 
of  Stamps'  Departments  in  his  (lovcrnment  and 
in  our  Cioveriunent,  he  will  again  see  a  large 
decrease  in  the  expen<iiture  in  our  favour.  I 
ask  the  honourp-blc  nicuiber,  docs  lie  think  the 
House  doch  iu>L  know  sulncieiit  to  take,  for  in- 
stance, the  StiJTips  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer's Department  together?  \i  We  take  these 
together,  they  were  one  year  t87,'J47,  while  tlie 
next  year  they  were  .i;7^^0(k);  so  that,  if  we 
take  the  Justice  Department  saving  of  about 
i:;-J,(KX),  the  saving  in  the  Stamps  and  Colonial 
Treasurer's  l)t»partmonts  of  .i:4,(M.K),  and  if  we 
take  the  increased  mileage  of  the  railways,  and 
the  increase  of  passengers  and  freight  earned, 
and  see  how  wo  have  dealt  with  tho  increastd 
expenditure,  and  looking  also  at  the  defence 
expenditure,  1  say  we  have  done  more  than 
fullil  the  pledge  I  gave  at  the  Drill-shed  at 
Dunedin. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sum  it  up. 

Sir  R.  STOUT. — I  have  summed  it  up  too 
strongly  for  tlie  honourable  gentleman. 

"Majo'r  ATKINSON.— Put  them  together. 

Sir  li.  STOUT.— I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  my- 
self, as  the  honourable  gentleman  does.  When 
I  have  said  a  thing  well  once,  I  do  not  need  to 
repeat  it.  I  will  leave  the  hnanees  now  for  a 
little  ;  but  tlie  honourable  member  is  not  going 
to  get  rid  of  criticism  from  my  honourable  friend, 
who  has  the  ri.L^ht  of  reply.  I  have  compared 
the  expenditure  of  tho  two  years,  and  have 
shown  conclusively  that  we  have  made  a  saving 
though  the  population  has  increased  ;  and  with 
an  increased  population  wo  must,  of  course, 
expect  on  increased  expenditure.    Now  1  will 


come  to  some  other  things  thai  the  hoDc^znai 
member  criticised.  The  most  extraonliiBT 
tiling  I  heard  the  honourable  gentiein*a  w 
was,  that  wo  had  been  the  means  for  the  ii 
time  of  introducing  a  "  poor-law  **  into  ib 
colony.  I  am  amazed  at  the  hoEonrable  geja* 
man  saying  that.  Sir,  it  \va.s  one  ci  fiu  ps 
measures.  I  have  got  the  Bi  1 1  introduced  hK  » 
John  Hall,  when  tho  honourable  gentk^ 
was  a  member  of  the  Hall  ^Ministry,  waimii 
tho  same  Bill,  in  fact,  a£  our  Bill,  beicffosaj 
same  lines,  but  a  little  difieront  in  it^  .kiLa. 
He  introduced  a  Bill,  and  did  a  judicicusthiai 
which  we  sometimes  do  not  do  :  whenhefDCsi 
a  section  of  his  supporters  against  the  BH 
it  dropped  down  low  on  the  Order  P.-wr,  aai 
from  there  into  the  waste-paper  bitskei  i;  ¥£E& 
without  a  regret.  He  never  attempted  tofia 
this  question.  I  ask  the  honourable  genticsia 
what  is  tho  distinction  between  paying  far 
charitable  aid  and  hospitals  ont  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  and  throwing  it  on  thedbsirKte. 
Is  there  any  distinction  ?  Is  there  not  a  pc«- 
law  in  the  colony  just  as  truly  wlica  ik 
Consolidated  Fund  is  paying  for  the  pocH-aoJ 
for  the  hospitals?  I  will  tell  the  honouiubfe 
member  what  wo  did.  At  the  ri^k  of  .ei*i 
unpopularity  throughout  the  districts  we  said, 
*'lhi8  matter  must  be  controlled  by  ihs  d»- 
tricts.  It  must  be  maintained  by  the  distnete 
even  to  the  extent  of  casting  upon  them  w^ 
ditional  rates.  We  will  not  be  faint-h-jartod: 
we  will  try  and  pass  a  Bill,  and  not  doaswM 
done  bv  tiie  honourable  member  for  Kt.'ir.usI— 
allow'  tho  maintenance  of  hospitals  and  charit- 
able institutions  to  fall  into  such  a  conditka 
of  muddle  that  no  two  of  the  districts  w?k 
treated  alike,  and  the  greatest  waste  and  ei- 
travaj^aneo  was  going  on,  and  pauperia-ia  bcirg 
bred  in  the  colony."  That  was  what  wess-j. 
We  thought  it  was  our  duty  to  cast  the  workti 
the  districts,  believing  that  any  Government  ii 
Wellington  was  hopeless  and  helpless  inmaL- 
aging  charitable-aid  and  hospitnl  institutiors. 
The  next  thing  that  I  will  refer  to  is  tlas  ques- 
tion of  the  Ciuiterbury  members.  I  am  again 
amazed  at  the  honourable  member.  He  st<ie 
of  tho  majority  of  the  Canterbury  niembersTbo 
support  the  Government  as  belonging  to  lui 
side. 

l^lajor  ATKINSON.— No,  I  did  not. 

Sir  II.  STOUT.  — Certainly  the  honoiirille 
gentleman  did.  He  B*\id  they  ought  to  ha\e 
remained  witii  their  natural  p,arty,  and  ti^ 
their  parly  was  on  his  side.  If  they  did  dq* 
belong  to  his  side,  and  did  not  remain  in  thfir 
natural  party,  what  party  could  he  mean  than 
to  belong  to?  The  thing  is  as  plain  as&pike- 
stafl.  He  meant  that  they  should  remaia 
supporting  him,  and  he  said  that  they  were 
grasping  at  a  shadow  when  they  left  him  and 
came  to  support  the  present  Croveniinfflt- 
That  being  the  case,  what  is  the  sort  of  mem- 
ber who  supports  him  according  to  his  ottn 
account?  I  am  astonished  at  the  description 
he  gave.  What  is  his  model  member  wiM> 
supports  him  ?  He  most  be  a  member  idio 
thinks  nothing  of  the  colony,  but  cares  eTerr- 
thing  for  his  own  district.    He  cares  nothing 
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for  the  finances  of  the  colony,  ho  cares  nothing 
for  the  good  of  the  colony,  but  will  support 
-anything  that  is  beneficial  to  his  own  dis- 
trict. That  is  the  class  that  supports  the 
bononrablet member.  I  should  say,  "Heaven 
save  me  from  this  class  of  supporters !"  I 
am  surprised  at  the  honourable  gentleman  say- 
ing that  that  kind  of  supporter  naturally  be- 
longs to  his  side.  Did  he  not  see  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  he  was  placing  his  own  sup- 
porters ?  He  said  they  wore  all  that  class  of 
men.  Now  let  me  deal  with  this  Canterbury 
•question.  The  honourable  member  is  in  favour 
of  the  Midland  Railway ;  but  he  says  it  should 
not  be  made  by  a  company  —  it  should  be 
made  by  the  Government.  That  is  peculiar. 
Why,  he  voted  for  making  it  by  a  com- 
pany, and  he  opposed  making  it  by  the  Govern- 
ment. What  did  we  propose  last  year?  We 
proposed  that  it  should  be  gradually  proceeded 
with,  only  £150,000  being  voted  for  making 
the  railway,  which  at  that  rate  would  take 
twenty  years  to  construct.  But  he  opposed 
OUT  proceeding  slowly  in  that  fashion,  and  was 
in  favour  of  its  being  made  by  a  company. 
Now  he  says,  "  If  those  Canterbury  members 
had  only  kept  by  their  natural  ally  I  would 
have  proposed  to  construct  that  railway  by 
the  colony."  Now,  the  honourable  member 
has  pledged  himself  to  construct  that  railway 
slowly;  and  that  is  one  of  the  plEmks  of  his 
platform. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  always  has  been. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — And  yet  he  opposed  our 
attempting  to  do  that  last  year,  and  voted 
against  it.  If  our  proposal  had  been  accepted 
last  year  there  would  have  been  no  company, 
no  land-concessions,  and  the  work  would  have 
been  gone  on  with  by  the  Government.  But 
he  was  the  jnember  who  led  the  opposition  to 
our  scheme.  Now  I  come  to  some  of  the 
little  trifling  things  which  were  really  beneath 
the  honourable  member  to  mention.  He  should 
confine  his  attention  to  big  things,  and  leave 
to  his  supporters  these  little  details  about 
^second  editions  of  Bills.  He  harped  upon  that 
last  year,  and  he  dwelt  upon  it  before  his  con- 
stituents. I  thought  he  would  get  tired  of 
thus  harping  upon  one  subject.  As  for  myself, 
I  hate  to  go  back  again  to  these  subjects,  and 
I  dislike  looking  over  the  Haiisard  proof  of  a 
speech.  But  the  honourable  member  seems  to 
delight  in  repeating  little  bits  of  little  things. 
Now,  with  reference  to  these  second  editions 
I  will  ask  the  House  to  do  this :  I  will  ask 
honourable  members  to  take  up  the  Supple- 
mentary Order  Papers  when  the  honourable 
member  was  in  office,  and  compare  them  with 
those  of  the  present  session,  and  then  it  will 
be  seen  who  brought  down  most  amendments 
for  consideration.  I  say  the  balance  is  in 
our  favour.  I  will  give  an  illustration  of  the 
unfair  criticism  of  the  honourable  member. 
Ijet  us  deal  with  the  public  works  estimates. 
He  complained  that  the  Governor  sent  down 
two  messages.  Does  he  not  know  the  reason  ? 
Does  he  know  so  little  of  the  finances  as  not 
to  know  the  reason?  The  reason  was  this  : 
The  first  estimates  came   down  as  ordinary 


public  works  estimates ;  but  as  soon  as  we 
found  that  our  proposals  to  tie  up  the  loan 
and  to  tie  up  the  North  Island  Trunk  Line 
Loan  were  agreed  to  we  had  to  shape  our  esti- 
mates in  accordance  with  our  loan  proposals. 
The  honourable  member  should  have  known 
that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  said  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  If  he  gave  that  explanation, 
then  what  was  the  use  of  his  criticism,  because 
he  would  see  that  that  was  the  proper  thing  to 
do  ?  How  else  could  we  carry  out  the  loan  pro- 
posals ?  Were  we  to  assume  in  bringing  down 
those  estimates  that  the  Loan  Bills  and  all  our 
proposals  were  to  be  accepted  by  the  House  ? 
We  had  no  right  to  assume  that.  The  esti- 
mates were  brought  down  as  soon  as  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  delivered,  in  accordance 
with  that  Statement ;  and  we  had  to  wait  until 
we  saw  whether  our  loan  proposals  in  various 
shapes  were  accepted  by  the  House.  I  think 
that  goes  without  saying.  Now  as  to  local 
government.  The  proposals  we  have  made 
in  the  Government  loans  scheme  are  not  the 
proposals  of  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Construc- 
tion Act.  They  are  different  proposals  in  every 
respect.  They  are  different  proposals  in  dealing 
with  the  sinking  fund,  and  in  dealing  with  in- 
terest. They  are  different  proposals  in  dealing 
with  the  amount  of  money  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  give  to  the  local  bodies,  and  they  are 
different  as  to  the  mode  in  which  that  money 
is  to  be  distributed.  The  honourable  member 
has  shown  that  he  knows  nothing  about  local 
government.  His  efforts  at  local  government 
have  been  failures  throughout.  What  hap- 
pened in  1876  with  the  Counties  Act  ?  How  is 
it  that  after  his  five  years  of  office  he  has  had 
to  admit  in  this  House,  and  it  is  admitted 
by  all,  that  there  is  no  proper  local  govern- 
ment yet  in  the  country,  and  that  our  Bill  is  a 
fair  Bill,  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  sup- 
port? If  he  had  any  opinions  about  local 
government  at  all,  how  is  it  he  was  never  able 
to  give  effect  to  his  opinions  ?  If  that  were  not 
the  case,  he  would  not  have  had  to  trust  to  us 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  of  which  he  approves.  I 
now  come  to  deal  with  this  question  of  borrow- 
ing. What  I  have  said  about  borrowing  I  still 
adhere  to ;  but  I  say  that  you  must  first  edge 
off  loans  for  roads — ^you  must  cast  upon  local 
bodies  the  duty  of  road-making,  as  is  dona 
under  the  Local  Government  Loans  Bill.  With 
the  exception  of  some  main  roads  throughout 
the  colony  the  local  bodies  must  provide  for 
their  own  colonizing  efforts.  That  is  the  first 
step  towards  tapering  off  borrowing ;  and  I  have 
said  so  on  every  platform  since  I  have  been 
elected.  What  does  the  honourable  member 
propose?  He  complained  that  the  estimates 
had  too  little  for  roads,  and  now  he  complains 
that  there  is  too  much.  What  does  the 
honourable  member  mean  ?  He  complains  that 
the  estimates  for  opening  up  Crown  lands  were 
too  small.    That  is  for  roads. 

ilajor  ATKINSON. — Are  you  going  to  give 
it  up? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  say  that  we  aia 
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RoinR  to  givo  it  up  :  if  some  honoiirablo  mem- 
oerH  ii.wd  tiirir  way  they  would  givo  it  up,  but 
I  do  not  tluiik  witii  thorn.  But  I  think  that  it 
has  come  up  to  a  suAiciontly  largo  amount,  and 
that  the  ct)lony.  even  in  that  respect,  will  have 
to  tap  T  off.  Wo  havo  on  our  estimates  too 
murh  for  roa'ls.  How  is  that  to  be  tapered 
off?  Just  as  I  said  at  Invercargill— by  a  sclf- 
»afriliciM«»  spirit  in  districts  and  rcprcscnta- 
tiveK.  I  conti'ud  the  estimates  this  year  are 
oxcoHsive  for  roa.ds.  And  wiiy?  Because,  to 
use  a  di\'.,'('rs*  p}ini«ie,  we  are  '* washing  up" 
the  thiii}^^  of  tlie  past — wo  are  trying  to  bring 
thing-*  to  finality.  There  is  a  vote  for  roa^ls 
noriii  of  .Auckland,  there  is  the  Roads  and 
lirul««.*s  Construction  Act,  and  a  largo  number 
of  other  votes  on  those  estimates  which  I 
h'»i>e  will  never  appear  again,  whoever  is  in 
th«»  Ministry.  I  say  that  if  wo  wish  to  taper 
off  h-MrovMUj^  we  must  begin  by  telling  dis- 
trict:* tiiat  they  must  rely  on  themselves  for 
colonizing  ellorts.  What  wivs  the  object  of 
tho  Abolition  Act  of  1875  if  it  was  not  that 
thpri»  were  to  bo  no  more  colonizing  efforts 
by  this  House  ?  Those  things  were  to  be 
left  to  the  districts.  Has  that  policy  failed? 
Ha«  It  come  to  an  end  ?  If  it  \ias  come  to  an 
end  v<ui  will  have  to  re-ostabhsh  tho  pravinees. 
You  must  either  rc-est.iblish  the  provinces  or 
tru"**  to  local  bodies  carrying  out  their  coloniz- 
ing f'ni«'tions.  If  this  House  is  to  bo  a  huge 
B*>.ir.l  <>t  Works  >ou  abolish  good  government 
and  vou  h:inish  p  tlitics  from  it.  1  b.'lieve  that, 
sooti«'r  or  later,  a  time  will  come  when  no  rail- 
wavs  ev.ii  will  be  constructed  by  the  General 
(tovornnient.  I  bolifve  we  shall  not  have  good 
govtTiim  nt,  we  shall  not  have  j^ood  laws,  until 
memh  tn  shall  come  np  to  this  House,  not 
think- Mg  aooiit  what  tln'v  arc  to  get  for  tlieir 
distru't-*.  but  thinkim;  what  hmxI  laws  shall  be 
piN^e.l  for  the  g^>od  government  of  the  people. 
Thit  is  what  we  should  aim  at.  We  cannot 
rea>e  borrowing  at  prevent;  but  I  hope  this 
monevw:ll  be  suftieieiit  to  carry  on  until  the 
;Ust  .M.irch,  ISnS  ;  aii'l  I  h.»|  e  that  our  cx- 
pt*n.iiture  tins  year  and  next  will  be  such  that 
v^vn  this  m>ney  will  not  be  all  exiumdeil  then. 
1  think  that  even  \>itii  the  estim.\tes  passed 
we  mav  tap^r  off.  I  do  not  think  we  can  afford 
ti»  spend  the  sums  vot<-d  by  tlic  Hou^e,  and 
iiv>me  of  I  he  votes  will  have  to  be  con.siderably 
ri'duoid.  I  U>ok  forwanl  tv>  the  time  when  bor- 
ri^w.m<  must  cease  ni  this  colony,  some  years 
henee,  and  1  do  not  think  it  will  be  many  years 
henee.  Then,  when  the  radways  have  been 
brought  to  a  jvs-.;ble  paying  pv^int,  this  Parlia- 
ment will  become  a  rv  al  Pamament.  Its  prin- 
cipal dut\  will  not  then  be  llie  d.stribution  of 
fmuU  to  p'.ea>e  this  district  or  tiwl  di«^trict,  or 
iliis  >ei  ol  nu-n  or  that  s^et  of  in«.n.  We  shall  not 
have  a  lea  ler  c'aunini;  men  for  his  side  because 
he  will  g.ve  vxp.MKiilure  on  their  railways  solely 
in  aeoKam  d.reeliou.  r»i;t  \^e  shall  have  our 
IViiitusdi  .\ne.i,  not  on  the  di>trioution  of  public 
money,  not  on  the  quesiion  of  roads  here,  or 
nvilways  i.u  re.  or  waiir-raees  m  another  place, 
hut  we  >'i  \li  havo  our  ivvrties  Tu  tinod  on  trut 
priUvMplcs  of  p-.h'.ie  iV'lsoy,  ar.vi  on  the  netvi  of 
garr\  lug  out  i  .v»-»e  laws  and  t*iat  kind  of  logis- 


lation  that  will  be  a  benefit  to  nsBOvbnJ 
that  will  be  a  benefit  to  those  wliouet*^ 
after  us  in  this  great  colony. 

Mr.  M0.S3. — Sir,  I  should  not  xise  to-a^ 
unless  I  felt  that  I  really  ought  to  «  & 
First,  let  me  say  a  word  in  lefezeDca  %k 
.Stark  subject,  as  to  which  I  hafeftfeifigK 
of  which  I  shall  not  have  another  <^)p8tBV 
of  stating  the  purport  to  the  House.  Isa^ 
me  once  more  to  get  from  the  Premier  asii» 
mcnt  as  to  the  course  he  intends  to  yam, 
The  telegram  says  that  the  people  i£  iii 
land  are  getting  up  a  large  petition,  buai 
they  will  be  satisfied  if  the  Premie  usn 
them  that  there  will  be  further  ioqiirr  aa 
the  matter  on  the  spot;  but,  if  not,  tJ»T  «1 
have  to  proceed  with  the  petition,  udi^k 
put  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  have  told  the  hosKalii 
gentleman  the  matter  has  not  beeacffisiiksi 
m  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MO-^S. — I  quite  understand  thai;  kal 
wish  to  uo  my  duty  to  those  I  represent  h 
speaking  this  afternoon  in  reply  to  tiie  .cik 
of  tho  Opposition,  the  Premier  was  ni^afe« 
wlien  —  quoting  from  the  evidence— he  «wJ 
that  Mr.  Mitchelson  stated  he  xns  SkSifirf 
tliere  had  been  a  conspiracy,  and  tlut  ui 
(rovernment  had  been  the  victims  of  tbec* 
spiracv. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— So  he  said. 

Mr.  :M OSS.— That  is  perfectly  cofreet;  Irt 
tho  Premier  has  quoted  onlv  half  of  Mr. 
Mitchelson's  statement.  Mr.  Slitchelsa iio 
said  it  w.us  the  undue  haste  with  wlu«  tb 
whole  thing  was  negotiated  thai  mada  tb 
con >]^i racy  successful,  if  thei*e  had  beeaaco- 
spiraey.  Now,  that  is  the  point  abocl  »tii 
the  p  'oplo  of  Auckland  are  concerned.  Ml 
Mi  tell  -Imju  speaks  of  the  *'  undac  h&stc"  »3 
which  the  purchase  was  made.  Thefaciti* 
the  whole  thing,  from  the  very  beginning  to  CI 
Olid,  ooeupied'^only  a  fortnight,  is  the  poal 
most  co!iun'?nted  on  in  Auckland. 

S  r  U.  STOUT.— Mr.  Mitchelson  said  al«.- 

'•  1  should  like  to  state,  Mr.  Chairman,!^ 
my  sole  do.-,ire  in  giving  evidence  befcire  tfe* 
('omniittee  is  not  to  cavil  at  the  action^ e^t^ 
CioN.'mnient  so  much  as  to  object  to  ths niJse 
ha-t.' with  which  the  purchase  of  the  props^ 
was  male,  and  also  to  bring  beforo  theCcse- 
iiii:teo  what  I  think  was  clearly  a  conspit«! 
to  djfrau  1  the  colony." 

:Mr.  MOSS.— The  undue  haste  referred »^ 
Mr.  Mitehtlson  is  the  point  most  comnaiw 
on  in  Auckland.  To  turn  now  to  oba 
matters :  the  Uking  of  the  Sinking  FualMi 
iK-^n  r.fcned  to.  In  that  way  £»0.^" » 
ve.vr  li:u,  been  added  to  the  revenue  K5oar» 
"of  tiie  colony.  Large  additional  taxation^ 
ivtn  imposed;  while  manv  charges  have  b^ 
tiirown  on  the  local  bodies  that  the  (ronrt- 
mt-nt  used  to  bear.  Still  the  finance  are  ffl 
a<  un-io.mi  a  condition  as  when  th(se  hooo& 
a  hie  gentlemen  took  office.  These  are  tarti 
No  amount  of  roaring  rhetoric,  deatea^ 
but  not  convincing  us,  will  do  away  w« 
t  lose  solid  facts.  These  are  facts  sum 
into  tlio  public  mind»  \*hich  the  honouaW 
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-will  find  he  will  have  to  explain.  I 
lotliing  of  the  £40,000  or  £50,000  a  year 
iwe  &re  told  has  been  saved  by  the  con- 
3X1  of  loans ;  but,  if  it  has  been  saved,  we 
b  to  l)e  that  amount  better  ofi,  but  cer- 
y  tbie  condition  of  the  finances  does  not 
'  it.  I  want  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
>tter  personal  to  myself.  I  did  not  catch 
tly  ^wnat  fell  from  the  Premier  a  night  or 
ligo  :  but  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  speak- 
o£  me,  that  I  am  "  one  of  the  irrecon- 
>les,  syid  will  remain  so  until  some  one 
B  pity  on  me  and  gives  me  a  seat  on  those 

r.   SPSAKEB.— The  honourable  member 

t  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate  in  the  dis- 

t  terms  he  is  doing,  even  though  a  large 

»tmt  of  latitude  is  aJlowed  on  the  present 

ision. 

JT.  MOSS. —  Then,  Sir,  I  will  take  it  for 

ited  that  something  of  the  kind  has  been 

[r.    SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 

St  not  lay  himself  out  to  evade  the  rules  of 

House  by  transparent  ingenuity  of  that 

u 

Ir.  MOSS. — I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
lying  to  the  Premier  at  the  time ;  and,  as  I 
at  not  now  refer  to  a  particular  debate,  I 
1  speak  of  the  Premier  generally,  and  I  will 
:,  by  ^hat  right  did  he  use  language  of  that 
id  as  to  any  member  of  this  House  ? 
5ir  R.  STOUT.— What  language  ? 
iCr.  MOSS.— Such  language  as  the  Premier 
en  uses. 

3ir  R.  STOUT.— Oh  I 

Mr.  MOSS.— Well,  the  Premier  may  ejacu- 
»,  but  I  say  the  style  in  which  he  has  lately 
dressed  honourable  members  in  this  House  is 
Mt  objectionable  ;  and  I  say,  moreover,  that 
e  tone  he  assumes  is  a  tone  which  I  can 
•rdly  conceive  one  gentleman  assuming  in 
dressing  other  gentlemen.  I  will  remind  the 
mourable  gentleman  of  an  old  Latin  line 
at  rises  to  my  mind  occasionally  when  he  is 
Idressing  the  House,— 

Asperias  nihil  est  hamili  quuzn  surgit  in  altnm. 
am  sorry  I  am  debarred  by  the  Standing 
rders  from  answering  directly  the  statement 
lade  by  the  Premier ;  but  I  am  allowed  to  say 
B  has  no  right  to  assume  the  tone  he  does, 
I  ordinarily  addressing  members. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  tone? 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  A  tone  such  as  that  I  have 
rferred  to.  I  say  every  honourable  member 
ithis  House  has  a  right  to  be  treated  with 
oartesy.  Every  honourable  member  has  a 
ight  to  aspire  to  a  seat  on  those  benches  if  he 
hinks  fit,  and  does  not  act  unworthily  to  gain 
L  Does  the  Premier  consider  that  he  holds  a 
nonopoly  of  those  seats  with  the  honourable 
lentlemen  who  sit  around  him  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Why,  he  has  yet  his  spurs  to 
^  in  the  colony's  service.  What  great  ser- 
rioo  has  he  rendered  to  the  public  which  would 
Kikxtant  his  entertaining  such  an  idea  for  a 
moment?  He  sits  there  honoured  not  for 
peat  services — they  are  yet  to  come,  and  so  far 


he  is  but  a  mere  accident  of  a  Queen's  jubilee. 
He  has  yet  his  spurs  to  win.  Every  one  of  ns 
has  attempted  to  do  his  duty  just  as  well  as 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  perhaps  some  of 
us  have  done  it  better.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am. 
debarred  from  touching  upon  the  other  points 
mentioned  by  the  Premier  then.  But  I  would 
say  this :  that  I  have  heard  the  Premier  allege 
of  myself  that  I  have  given  vote  after  vote  of 
an  illiberal  character.  I  emphatically  deny 
that  I  have  given  an  illiberal  vote,  and  I  am 
glad  the  Premier  has  returned  to  his  seat  to- 
hear  my  denial.  The  Premier  and  I  have 
agreed  and  have  voted  together  on  questions 
connected  with  the  suffrage,  on  education,  on 
the  principles  of  municipal  government.  Upon 
what  points  have  we  disagreed?  The  first 
point  on  which  we  were  on  opposite  sides  was 
when  a  Bill  was  brought  down  by  the  Premier 
entitled  the  Threats  and  Molestation  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member  is 
quite  wrong. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  am  stating  facts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  took  place  last  year, 
and  there  was  no  vote  on  the  Bill. 

^Ir.  MOSS. — ^There  was  no  vote,  but  we  were 
on  opposite  sides.  I  hope  the  Premier  will  not 
resort  to  casuistry.  The  honourable  gentle- 
msm  knows  perfectly  well  that  we  were  on 
opposite  sides.  I  seconded  an  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara^ 
and  refrained  from  speaking  upon  it  in  order 
that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
afterwards ;  and  I  gave  my  voice  in  a  direction 
which  prevented  the  Bill  being  withdrawn,  so 
that  there  might  be  a  record  of  the  character 
of  the  legislation  that  was  being  attempted. 
Well,  Sir,  I  find  that  I  differed  from  the  Pre- 
mier— I  cannot  say  "from  the  Government,"* 
because  I  have  often  found  myself  in  the  same 
lobby  as  the  Premier,  while  his  colleagues 
were  on  the  opposite  side ;  so  I  shall  not  saj 
where  I  differed  from  the  Government,  but 
where  I  differed  from  the  Premier.  Well,  I 
find  that  I  differed  from  the  Premier  on  that 
great  job,  the  district  railways  question.  I 
voted  steadily  against  that  Bill 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— When  ? 

Mr.  MOSS. — Last  year  and  this  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  vote  this  year. 

Mr.  MOSS. — That  is  another  piece  of  casu- 
istry. The  Bill  could  not  have  been  brought 
down  without  the  Premier's  consent. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  was  expressly  stated  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement  that  it  would  be 
brought  down.    I  did  not  vote,  nor  did  I  pair. 

Mr.  MOSS. — What  an  extraordinary  thing  t 
How  could  the  Government  bring  down  such 
a  Bill  without  the  Premier's  consent  ?  Then^ 
I  find  that  I  voted  against  the  Premier  on  tbs 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway  question. 

SirR.  STOUT.— When? 

Mr.  MOSS.— Last  year— and  this  year  too, 
for  that  matter.  I  always  steadily  voted 
against  that.  Then,  I  find  that  on  the  Law 
Practitioners  Bill,  which  was  not  a  Govern- 
ment measure,  we  were  on  opposite  sides.  I 
find  also  that  we  were  on  opposite  sides  on  the 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars  Bill,  which  I  do  not 
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think  v.as  a  peculiarly  lil)oral  measure,  although 
it  \vas  iutrixhu-eil  by  a  private  member  and 
was  hupp'irtotl  by  the  (lo\Lriimc'nt.  I  find  that 
anotlur  Bill  in  re^pt-ct  of  wliicli  we  were  mo.st 
distinctly  on  0]ipo>ite  sidt'S  was  the  barbarous 
Crimiiwal  Cinle  Hill,  intnuluced  by  the  Crovcrn- 
inent— a  lidl  which  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any 
Govenmic-nt  that  called  itself  a  Liberal  ( Go- 
vern nun  t. 

Sir  l:.  STOUT.— It  is  the  existing?  law. 

Mr.  MOSS. —  I  leavi'  otiurs  tt»  judge  of  that; 
but  IS  It  a  lit  thiiig  for  a  Lib*  rll  (iovcmmi.nt 
to  ruKe  together  imd  re-eiiact  all  the  old 
obsolete  la\stf  and  ideas  of  ptu^t  ages?  I  find 
that  I  was  against  the  (luvrniment  on  the 
Stark'.>  pnipt  rty  purchase.  Tnere  ib  no  need 
to  say  an\  thing  nicro  about  that.  I  have  a 
list  of  o'Jier  things  with  which  I  need  not 
troublr  the  House  ;  but  I  \cnture  to  say  that 
the  rr>  inier  cannot  point  to  ont-  single  liberal 
measure  wJiich  1  iiave  voted  ag.un.'>t. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Any  number  uf  them. 

Mr.  Mo>S. — Now  U  t  me  say  shortly  what 
appt  urs  to  me  to  have  b<  on  the  Lour^e  oi  cver.ts. 
On  the  I'Jth  Augr.Nt,  I'^Sl,  about  two  years  ngo, 
the  jKilicy  of  the  (iovtrununt  was  brou/^iit 
down.  'J  Jie  policy  ^^ith  which  they  went  into 
oih.cc  v.as  thiN.  I  \m11,  with  the  poimi^.sion  of 
the  Hnu'^e,  give  th(»  exact  words: — 

•*  We  greatly  ol<JLCt  to  tht-  piestnt  property- 
tax,  and  will  pr(pt>>e  its  n-iK-ai  at  the  earliest 
moment  praclicabl.-.  \Vc  are  favourable  to 
an  equal  and  moiurato  land-tax,  deaucting 
from  the  value  of  tiie  land  im]Uo\ .'incuts,  and 
a  n>as».nabie  aniount  of  exemption." 

How  has  that  promise  been  fulfilled?  **  When 
I  make  a  pninisc  to  tlie  House,  no  one  can  say 
I  ha\e  net  kept  it."  That  is  what  I  have  heaid 
from  the  Premier,  and  it  is  a  very  line  senti- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  did  you  vote  last  year? 

Mr.  Mc)SS. — 1  b(  g  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  not  interrupt. 

Mr.  srilAKKlI. — I  must  take  steps  to  pro- 
tect the  honourable  number  for  Parneil  from 
interruption,  as  he  claims  such  protection.  I 
hope  the  Premitr  will  not  interrupt  or  dis- 
conctrt  tlie  licnourable  gentleman  m  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  am  speaking  under  consider- 
able dithcuity,  but  1  am  taking  the  only  oppor- 
tunity th.at  is  left  to  me.  1  was  aitacked,  as  I 
think,  most  insv»lently  by  th.e  Premier;  and  I 
will  net  put  up  tamely  with  intuits  of  that 
kind.  I  lind  a'.^o  from  t:ie  Prt:nier's  pro- 
gramme laid  before  the  Hou^o  il.at  **  Plans 
will  be  submitt'd  to  you  this  session,  if  pos- 
sible, for  strtii«;thenn4  and  imj^roving  the 
system  of  local  govtninient  by  giving  to  local 
Kvlies  lar^^cr  d'liics  and  an  a>^urvi'  income." 
Hi\s  t!:at  promise  lK«.n  ptrforracd  ?  Has 
any  aUcinpt  bet  n  made  tj  fulnl  it  ?  Then, 
ac.iin,  we  were  told  that  ic  was  **of  the  first 
cou-inp'.eTice  that  the  Ov^untrv-  should  pj^.-<:'s 
s,itt>f.\.  tvry  and  s.Lfiic.-nt  iu/.'ivtr'.cs.  The 
subject  rnVviiros  very  careful  and  eomrrch.tn- 
si\e  tivatuunt.  ai:d  little  in  Sv.ch  a  •l.rcction 
can  Ih»  tu\ctcd  tl.r^u^h  the  Custrms  tar.fi, 
which  is  already   very  hijii.'*     Has  that  pro- 


mise  been  fulfilled?  Sir,  last  e^e&t34» 
cali'.d  Protectionist  Government  Isu^i 
a  tariff  which  was  rejected  by  hc\iy 
the  House,  by  Protectionists  acd  pR^Hai 
alike,  because  its  r»,ai  design  wasoaljtsa 
adilitional  bnrder.s  npon  the  pe<^>s.  h\ 
P^tectionist  tar  fl,  or  &  tariS  to  t^^ioip] 
uustrits,  tliat  p. it  a  5-per-cent.  ^atra 
chinery.  and  rais«.d  the  duty  cq  ta  c 
Tbat  was  the  tar^  whicn  th« 
brought  down  lo  encourage  local 
and  in  fulfilment  of  Uieir  premises,  la 
said  quite  sufficient,  but  I  coul-i  aj 
more  to  justify  n;e  in  absoluw^ly  dtiT4 
stiitement  that  1  iiave  voted  a^iirs  " 
measures.  My  true  pcsiuon  has  testis' 
The  Government  owe-  me  nothirg.  I  ifii 
gave  a  vote  to  put  thcra  in  ofice-  i 
vuti'd  ajain«st  ihcir  sitting  tht;re.  I 
thiLu  through  every  one  of  the  kalcskea 
changes  that  took  place  when  ihey  "wmfi. 
into  power.  They  owe  me  noihiiis,  ledlai 
them  nothing.  1  voted  acJ^init  tnea  a^ 
because  they  were  a  c -jJitioQ.  I  ksetla 
the  Premier  and  my«elf,  from  the  sgEBSirt 
that  he  had  expres-^cd,  were  heanilj  i2  laat 
anvi  I  did  hope  that  in  tne  course  disak 
would  not  only  talk,  but  act.  aiidrh&:ii»vdi 
bring  down  measures  to  carry  cut  bisticiSrX 
which  case  he  would  have  fcnnd  no  lai 
earnest  supporter  than  myst-lf.  I  kei*  atf 
from  all  parties  simply  with  that  fkw.  i 
prove  what  I  say,  I  may  meniica  that  ihi 
the  Government  were  defeat^  last  se&iaa 
their  tar.r!,  and  there  was  talk  of  theirres^ 
thorgh  I  had  b«:en  in  a  sick-rcom  foraa«i 
and  prohibited  from  all  work.  I  vrzAi  te^ 
I*remicr,  begging  him  not  to  resign,  k:  soaji? 
down  some  policy  to  wnich  the  cocntrrsJ^ 
rally.  If  he  had  brought  down  scco  »  ff*? 
I  sliould  have  been  one  of  his  most  ardfisiaj 
porters.  I  mention  that  to  sh?"*  nv  «•■ 
ne.ss  to  support  the  Ministry  to  the  nisartrf 
my  ability  if  an  opportunity  had  been^^a 
to  do  so.  But  time  has  gone  on.  Ibivewiisi 
patiently.  1  have  heard  speeches  fit-a  if 
Ministerial  benches  full  of  soond  ua  faj. 
moaning  nothing.  We  have  had  no  a:»|l 
to  relieve  the  country  from  its  present ncsWi 
but  the  policy  of  the  Government  hAsbsiSj 
that  of  Its  predecessors,  simply  frameaww 
votes  by  local  expenditure  and  IocaI  frs^^  " 
what  sense  does  this  Government  difa  tB* 
tho-?e  which  have  preceded  it  so  fftr&5d3tiS» 
obtain  support  are  concerned?  We««fi* 
told  that  they  would  confine  their  bctrWJj 
en  t  ire  ly  to  rail  ways  ?  That  was  laid  do«i  «J 
cardinal  point  of  their  policy,  azid  4  i^  ^ 
was  brought  down  in  which  noUiJig  tei  i» 
ways  were  mentioned  ;  but  now  ^^-*^.^  ** 
result  ?  Bv  a  mere  trick,  bv  a  financiaijBp 
tlity  took '£-7.iX\000  out  of  the  railway )« 
and  appropriated  it  to  roads  and  briig^  ^ 
works  of  different  kinds.  Is  th&c  i^f 
right  ?  Still  I  went  on  patienUy  »ai®f 
for  th.e  great  policy  which  was  to  come^^* 
and  at  ia'^t  we  were  presented  with  the  i^*!*^ 
s.ntat:on  Bill.  I  felt  rejoiced,  and  tloi^- 
'*  Here,  at  ail  events,  we  have  the  Fres"* 
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intending  to  carry  out  part  of  the  policy  which 
he  laid  before  the  country."    But  what  did 
"we  sec  ?    I  know  that  pressure  was  brought  to 
'bear  upon  him,  I  know  that  he  was  told  that 
I  he  was  injuring  his  party,  but  I  believed  that 
I  he   would  take  up  the  position  of  a  states- 
man, and  would  prefer  the  interests  of  country 
to   the  petty  interests  of  party.      I  believed 
that  ho  would  care  less  for  sitting  on   those 
benches  than  for  showing  the  country  that  he 
was  influenced  by  an  earnest  desire  for  its 
welfare.    But  at  the  last  moment  what  did 
we   see?    Three  Ministers    walking  into  one 
lobby,  and    three    into    the    other.    Then,  I 
confess,  my  confidence  was  shaken.    Then,  I 
confes.<^,  I  gave  up  all  hope  of  seeing  that  for 
which  I  had  waited.    And  I  give  expression  to 
the  feeling  which  will  animate  thousands  when 
I   say  that  the  Premier  has  had  his  chance, 
he  has  had  the  power,  but  has  done  nothing — 
nothmg  for  the  country.    Those  were  noble 
sentiments  which  I  hoard  from  him  on  his 
taking  office — **  Whatever  may  happen,  depend 
upon  this :  Wc  will  not  seek  to  hold  power  for 
unworthy  means.     We  shall  hold  power  only 
for  so  long  as  we  think  it  is  for  the  good  of 
the  country ;  and  when  we  find  ourselves  in- 
capable of  doing  good  we  will  retire  from  office.'* 
I  have  heard  the  Premier  give  utterance  to 
those  sentiments — and  very  noble  sentiments 
they  were — and  I  have  waited  patiently  to  see 
them  carried  into  effect.    I  have  waited  in  vain. 
And  now  in  what  position  do  we  find  ourselves 
placed  ?    I  hope  that  next  session  there  will  be 
a  sufficient  number  of  independent  members  in 
this  House,  so  that  those  who  wish  to  assert 
their  independence  will  be  able  to  prevent  the 
Ministry  playing  with  us  as  they  liave  played 
with  us  in  the  past.    The  Ministry  will  pro- 
bably come  down    with    some   loud-sounding 
policy,  because  the  elections  are  at  hand,  and 
tbey  will  keep  this  Eepresentation  Bill  hanging 
over  honourable  members  as  a  whip.    Then 
there  will  be  only  one  course  open  to  those  who 
value  independence,  and  that  will  be  to  insist 
on  the  Representation  Bill  being  brought  down 
and  proceeded  with  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  session.    They  must  not  be  put  off  by  talk 
of  early  days,  and  of  pushing  it  on  as  rapidly 
as  possible.    How  can  they  trust  the  Govern- 
ment, divided  as  it  is,   to   carry  out  a  great 
measure  of  that  kind  with  anything  like  speed 
and  energy  ?    It  will  be  the  bounden  duty  of 
those  who  value  the  freedom  of  the  House 
when  we  meet  again  to  rally  in  a  compact 
body — to  be  put  off  with  no  promises,  but  to 
insist  on  the  one  great  thing — namely,  that  the 
Kepresentation  Bill  shall  be  brought  down  and 
be  dealt  with  in  the  very  earliest  days  of  the 
session.    To  me  the  Representation  Bill  is  now 
a,  secondary  thing.    I  should  care  very  little,  as 
far  as  tho  North  Island  is  concerned,  about 
gaining  two  or  three  additional  representatives. 
Of  what  importance  is  that,  compared  with  the 
fp-cat  duty  of  maintaining  the  independence 
of  members  in  Parliament,  and  of  their  taking 
such  a  position  that  they  shall  not  be  debarred 
from  fairly  criticising  the  administration  of  the 
Ck>veznment  by  a  whip  of  this  kind  being  held 
Mr.Mosa 


over  them  ?  I  feel  confident  that  something  of 
that  kind  must  occur,  and  I  tell  the  Premier 
that  he  will  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  per- 
suade honourable  members,  whatever  he  may 
himself  resolve,  that  his  colleagues  will  not 
thwart  him,  whether  with  his  consent  or  no^ 
80  that  his  promises  will  therefore  be  deprived 
of  all  force  or  weight. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  interrupted  tho  honourable 
member  when  he  was  speaking  of  the  Property 
Assessment  Bill.  I  only  wished  him  to  refer  to 
Hansard  of  last  year,  Vol.  LIII.,  p.  487,  where 
he  will  find  his  name  recorded  as  voting  against 
the  exemption  of  agricultural  improvements 
and  up  to  £3,000  in  value  of  machinery — voting 
against  that  which  would  make  our  Bill  a 
land-tax  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  think  there  is  just  a  little  of 
the  usual  casuistry  in  that.  I  cannot  see  the 
connection. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  should  be  very  glad  for 
the  honourable  member  to  explain  that,  on  the 
motion.  That  tho  Bill  do  pass. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— I  do  not  propose  to 
detain  the  House,  in  its  present  humour,  at  any 
length,  but  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  with 
reference  to  what  fell  from  the  Premier  this 
afternoon.  I  understood  him  to  take  great 
credit  to  the  Government  of  which  ho  is  the 
head  for  the  groat  reductions  which  they  had 
made  in  the  rates  and  freights  on  the  railways ; 
and  he  went  on  to  say  that  owing  to  these 
reductions  a  large  saving,  amounting  to  some 
£75,000  a  year,  had  been  modo  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand;  and  he  said,  Is  not  this 
equal  to  a  remission  of  taxation  ?  If  he  had  said,. 
Is  not  this  equal  to  a  remission  of  taxation  on 
the  people  who  use  the  railway  at  the  expense 
of  the  general  taxpayers  ?  he  would  have  been 
right ;  but  to  my  mind  his  remarks  only  went 
to  prove  how  remarkably  unjust  is  the  taxation 
so  far  as  railway  revenue  is  concerned.  The 
position  is,  tliat  by  reducing  the  freights  on 
railways  to  a  non-paying  point  ho  is  compel- 
ling the  general  taxpayers  to  contribute  to  the 
ordinary  revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
railways ;  and  I  look  on  the  railways  as  I  look 
on  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Department — that 
they  should  be  made  to  pay  the  cost  of  working 
them  and  the  cost  of  interest  on  construction; 
and  until  the  railway  tariff  is  so  adjusted  as  to 
do  that  I  can  see  no  probability  of  anything 
like  an  equitable  system  of  taxation  through- 
out the  colony.  We  have  been  complaining 
for  years  that  these  railways  are  a  burden 
to  the  colony  all  over,  although  only  certain 
favoured  portions  of  the  colony  have  received  the 
benefit.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  only 
relieved  the  favoured  few  of  taxation ;  and  that 
was  done  owing  to  the  political  pressure  which 
was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government.  I 
cannot  agree  with  what  tho  Premier  conceives 
to  be  an  essential  feature  in  the  public  works 
and  borrowing  policy  of  the  colony.  Tho 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the 
colony  could  never  be  prosperous  until  the 
railways  were  brought  to  a  paying  point,  and 
until  the  whole  of  the  loons  that  were  bor- 
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rowed  were  exponrlcKl  on  railways  and  on  rail- 
ways only ;  and  he  said  that  the  local  IxKlies 
must  depend  upon  their  own  efforts  for  colo- 
nising the  country.  Wliat  does  that  mean  ? 
What  does  the  honourable  qcntleman  moan  by 
paying  that  the  local  bodies  must  provide  for 
their  own  colonizing  efforts?  Does  he  mean 
that  local  bodies,  many  of  which  consist  of 
(Road  Boards  with  revenues  of  less  than  £100, 
arc  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  construc- 
tion of  main  arterial  roads  and  for  building  ex- 
pensive brid^'os  over  the  numerous  rivnrs  of  the 
colony?  There  is  no  possibihty  of  forcing  upon 
the  smaller  local  bodies  these  enormous  re- 
gponsibilities  which  the  honourable  g(  ntleman 
wishes  to  do.  Already  he  has  east  upon  them, 
in  a  half-and-half  way,  thu  maintenance  of 
the  hospitals  and  indig«Mit  })oor  of  the  colony; 
but  it  is  really  only  in  name,  because  to  a 
great  extent  tliis  nu^upy  is  derived  from  sub- 
sidies from  the  Consolidated  Fund;  and,  if  he 
thinks  ho  is  going  to  free  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  its  just  responsibility  in  the  m.iin- 
tonance  of  the  poor  and  the  hospitals  of  the 
•colony,  1  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  find,  when  ho  comes  to  put  the  question 
to  the  practical  test,  that  he  lias  misgauged 
public  opinion  on  this  point.  The  honourable 
■gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  he  believes  the 
railways  must  bo  continued  until  they  have 
reached  a  paving  point.  W  hen  will  that  time 
be?  Does  the  honourable  cenllenmn  dare  to  say 
that  the  poliey  of  tlio  Cioveniment,  as  enun- 
ciated in  their  Public  Works  Statement  and  in 
the  Loan  Bill,  was  in  that  direction  ?  It  is 
monstrous  to  suppose  that  the  million  and  a 
half  we  have  authorized  the  (Government  to 
borrow  and  spend  on  railways  during  the  next 
two  years  is  going  to  bring  all  these  railways 
to  a  paying  point.  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold 
that  when  eveiy  railway  n  the  schedule  is 
made  to  a  paymg  point  the  position  of  the 
colony  financially  will  be  worse  than  it  is  at 
the  present  time;  and,  unless  there  is  a  great 
advance  in  the  prices  of  the  exports  of  the 
colony,  I  predict  that  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony,  owing  almost  entirely  to  the  bad 
expenditure  upon  railways  and  "other  public 
works,  more  especially  railways  and  public 
buildings,  will  be  fifty "^por  cent,  worse  than  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  There  is  just  one  other 
matter  which  I  wish  to  give  my  honourable 
friend  a  little  wholesome  ad\-ico  about,  and 
that  is  with  reference  to  the  Representation 
Bill.  I  would  warn  the  Premier  that  if  he 
persists  early  or  late  next  session  in  forcing  on 
the  country  a  Representation  Bill  based  on  the 
lines  of  the  Bill  lately  before  the  House  he 
will  fail  to  carry  it.  and  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  great  majority  of  members  of  this 
House  are  not  prepared  to  support  a  Repre- 
sentation Bill  based  on  population  and  popu- 
lation only;  but  if  ho  will  introduce  a  Bill 
giving  the  same  a<l vantage  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts and  small  towns  as  is  provided  in  the 
existing  Representation  Act,  I  believe  he  will 
carry  it  almost  without  a  division.  I  notice 
that  in  the  speech  made  by  Sir  John  Hall  in 
18vSl  there  are  these  words:  ''It  will  be  pro- 
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posed  in  this  Bill  that  the  quota  w-hk^  |^ 
country  districts  shall  have  less  tli&n  iIk 
of  the  town  districts  will  be  as  ne&ri  j  as 
si  bio  25  per  cent."  If  the  bonoarable  geniksK 
will  take  that  as  his  quota  in  introducing  a  Ei 
giving  the  country  districts  the  guJTnrringf  i 
25  per  cent,  over  the  large  centres  of  popsiaum^ 
I,  for  one,  will  guarantee  him  my  snj^wit : 
I  will  also  say  that  I  have  reason  to  h^m 
that  if  he  insists  on  a  hard-and-fast  qcsta  ic 
both  town  and  country  districts  he  wiii  be  ^ 
feated  by  a  very  substantial  majority,  ^lea 
is  one  other  matter  in  regard  to  which  I  shtsM 
like  to  express  my  deep  regret,  and  in  ccsmst- 
tion  with  which  I  think  the  Premier  }as  sa 
treated  myself  and  one  or  two  other  mezshea 
with  fairness.  I  refer  to  the  South  Isked 
Native  Reserves  Bill.  I  regret  that  there  i*2fi 
probability  that  that  Bill  will  be  paa^ed  tu 
session.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  great  m- 
terest  and  vital  importance  to  a  con>idei^k 
section  of  the  whole  community,  and  mne 
especially  to  the  people  of  the  electorate  whicj 
I  represent.  It  is  the  outcome  of  the  revan 
of  a  Royal  Commission  which  the  GovermiKS 
very  kindly  appointed  to  make  inquiries  oaj 
the  complicated  position  into  which  these  »- 
serves  have  got  in  the  Nelson  and  West  Cok; 
Districts.  I  deeply  regret  that,  owing  to  t\^ 
inability  or  want  of  sincerity  on  the  part  of  ti* 
Ciovernment,  or  owing  to  the  op|x>sition,  or  son* 
other  reason,  this  Bill  has  been  put  in  ills 
objectionable  position,  because  I  know  that  an- 
less  something  is  done  between  now  and  reit 
session  a  large  amount  of  evil  will  happen  to  a 
number  of  ver\'  deserving  people. 

Sir  J.  VOG'EL.— I  regret  that  the  hocoer- 
able  member  for  Egraont  is  not  in  his  pkce,  m 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  reply  to  the  speech,  or 
to  a  part  of  the  speech,  which  the  bonoarable 
gentleman  made  this  afternoon.  The  sp&eA 
which  he  delivered  this  afternoon  was  doe  dis- 
similar to  speeches  which  he  has  deliveitd  oa 
similar  occasions  before.  It  was  characfrerLxtd 
by  the  usual  bitterness.  He  alluded  to  aifer- 
cnces  and  dissensions  in  the  Cabinet:  lu^i  be 
accused  the  Government  of  unfulfilled  pre- 
mises. It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  sunlv,  lo 
go  back  to  the  Financial  Statement  of  IS^.  ll 
is  not  surprising  to  me  that  the  hononnibie 
member  had  to  do  so,  for  it  shows  how  UiUe 
there  was  which  he  could  find  to  complain  fli 
in  more  recent  events.  There  is  no  doaU 
that  this  Government  has  bad  to  contend 
with  great  difliculties  not  contenipl&tt^  in 
1884.  Especially  do  I  refer  to  the  fail  in 
the  price  of  wool,  and,  more  lately,  to  the  re- 
duction in  the  rate  of  wages  and  the  amoant 
of  money  circulated  throughout  the  coantrr, 
occasioned  largely,  if  not  chiefly,  by  the  action 
taken  by  the  Opposition  last  session,  and  the 
resolution  of  Captain  Russell.  I  have  pointed 
out  before  that  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  w»g« 
tends  to  diminish  the  expenditure  and  to 
diminish  the  profits  throughout  the  country, 
and  seriously  Affects  the  revenue.  From  thiit 
cause  we  are  now,  to  some  extent,  sufferii^. 
As  regards  the  increased  expenditure  which  the 
honourable  member  alleges,  it  is  very  easy  l» 
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rgioup  figures  together,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber aid,  without  giving  us  warning  to  enable 
us  to  check  them.    But  honourable  members 
have  seen  each  year  the  scale  of  expenditure 
proposed,  and  know  that  wherever  any  mea- 
sures of  economy  have  been  possible  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  glad  to  adopt  them.    The 
greater  part  of  the  allegations  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  were  in  respect  to  the 
increased  expenditure  between  the  two  finan- 
cial years,  1883-84  and  1885-66.    I  shall  not 
go  closely  into  the   figures,  but  I  will  take 
<the  matter  generally,  and  will  in  a  very  few 
words  show  the  fallacy  of  the  calculations  of 
^e  honourable  gentleman.     The  honourable 
gentleman  came  to  the  conclusion  that  as  be- 
tween the  years  1883-84   and    1886-86   there 
was  an  increased  expenditure  of  £25,000,  after 
making  certain  deductions  for  education  and 
defence.     Now,  Sir,  supposing  the  difference 
was  £25,000 — 1  have  not  checked  his  figures — 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  scale  of  expenditure 
was  larger  in  1885-86  than  in  1883-84.    You 
cannot  consider  the  question  of    expenditure 
without  considering  the  question  of  revenue. 
Borne  of  the  departments  of  the  Government 
are  departments  in  which  services  are  rendered 
for  payments  received  ;  and  where  there  is  an 
increased  expenditure  there  may  be  at  the  same 
time  an  increased  revenue.    Take  three  items 
only  in  the  year  1885-86,  which  will  more  than 
account  for  the  £25,000.    For  example,  there  is 
£20,000  on  the  estimates  of   expenditure  for 
1885-86  on  the  direct  steam  service.    That  was 
not  on  the  expenditure  of  1883-84,  nor  is  it 
an  expenditure  which  does  not  bring  in  a  cor- 
responding revenue.    Almost  the  whole  of  the 
amount    is    recouped    by    postages    received. 
Well,  if  we  take  that  £20,000  and  add  to  it 
the  abnormal  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
periodiccJ  valuations  of  the  property-tax,  and 
expenses  for  the  Exhibition,  we  have  then  an 
amount  of  over  £30,000,  and  on  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  showing  the  general  scale  of 
expenditure  would  be  more  economical  for  the 
last  year  than  for  the  former  one ;  and  I  am 
not  taking  into  account  the  fact  that,  as  the 
services  throughout  the  country  increase  from 
year  to  year,  there  is  necessarily  an  increase 
or  a  tendency  to  increase  in  the  expenditure, 
which  the  present  Government  has  done  its  best 
to  keep  down.    And  the  very  figures  mentioned 
by  the  honourable    gentleman   himself  show 
that  the  expenditure  is  on  a  more  economical 
scale,  supposing  that  the  honourable  member's 
^aloulations  are  correct,  which  I  am  not  able 
to  say,   for  I  have  not  followed  them.    The 
honourable  member  laid  great  stress  upon  the 
•course  the  Government  have  pursued  with  re- 
gard to  the  property-tax.    That,  Sir,  has  been 
explained  over  and  over  again  to  the  House, 
«nd  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than 
say  this :  that  the  Government  last  year  endea- 
voured to  provide  an  exemption  for  machinery 
and  an  exemption  for  agricultural  improve- 
ments.    It  was  the  action  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  and  his  friends  which  pre- 
vented that  course  from  being  adopted.    This 
would  have  freed  tlie  property- tax,  at  any  rate, 


from  some  of  the  objections  urged  against  it. 
Now,  Sir,  there  is  one  statement  mode  by  the 
honourable  member  to  which  I  must  take  ex- 

{>licit  exception.  He  said  that  our  proposal 
ast  year  to  give  a  subsidy  by  Bill  for  a  term 
of  years  to  the  local  bodies  was  laughed  out 
of  the  House.  The  fact  was— and  I  appeal 
to  honourable  members  who  are  here  to-night, 
and  who  are  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances, to  say  whether  I  am  correct  or  not 
— that  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Go- 
vernment itself  announced  the  withdrawal  of 
the  continuous  subsidy  because  of  the  refusal 
to  raise  the  tariff.  In  the  presence  of  fifty 
members  who  urged  us,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
tariff,  to  continue  in  office,  I  myself  stated  it 
would  be  necessckzy  for  the  Government,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  abandon  the  proposal, 
and  that  they  could  imdertake  to  do  no  moro 
than  give  the  six  months'  subsidy  for  that 
year.  I  appeal  to  my  honourable  friends  the 
members  for  Port  Chalmers  and  Akaroa— who 
were  both  at  that  meeting— to  bear  me  out  in 
what  I  am  saying.  Therefore  it  was  the  action 
of  the  Government,  after  they  had  successfully 
carried  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that 
altered  the  proposed  continuous  subsidies. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  had  the  audacity 
—I  cannot  call  it  anything  else — to  say  that 
we  had  framed  our  Bill  called  the  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  upon  the 
foundation  and  according  to  the  lines  of  his 
Heads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act.  How 
far  this  is  a  fact  is  shown  by  a  brief  passage 
which  was  contained  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. I  therein  said  of  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,— 

"  The  principal  points  of  the  Act  were, — 

'*  1,  A  division  of  local  works  into  *  main 
and  *  district : ' 

"  2.  The  borrowing  by  the  colony  to  enable 
both  works  to  be  carried  on,  that  borrowing 
being  a  part  of  the  railway  loans : 

"8.  The  Eupcrvision  by  the  Public  Works 
Department  over  the  nature  and  carrying- out 
of  the  works : 

"  4.  The  approval  of  the  main  roads  by  Par- 
liament : 

"  5.  The  charging  the  local  bodies  one  quarter 
only  of  the  cost  of  main  roads,  and  lending 
them  that  quarter : 

'*  6.  The  lending  to  local  bodies  the  full 
amounts  for  district  works  by  terminable  an- 
nuities of  9  per  cent,  for  fifteen  years." 

Now,  those  were  the  six  prominent  points  of 
the  Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act ;  and  I 
went  on  to  say, — 

**  The  present  Government  approve  none  of 
these  points.  They  doubt  the  necessity  or  ex- 
pediency of  drawing  so  broad  a  line  between 
main  and  district  works ;  they  think  it  unwise 
to  provide  funds  for  local  bodies  out  of  loans 
raised  for  colonial  purposes;  they  disapprove 
of  the  responsibility  cast  on  the  Public  Works 
Department,  or  of  requiring  Parliament  to  de- 
termine the  main  roods ;  they  do  not  sco  suf- 
ficient reason  for  applying  to  the  two  classes  of 
works  different  plans  of  obtaining  money  ;  and 
they  think  a  system  of    finance  of    a  more 
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liborftl  character  nhould  be  accorded  to  the 
local  bodies." 

So  that  thfvt  was  tho  distinction  1  drew  a.^ 
betwe*  n  our  nioasure  and  the  Act  which  was 
repeaU'd  last  year.  Well,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  the  a*<snrance  to  say  that 
our  15ill  was  framed  upon  that  Act.  The 
honourable  member  talks  of  our  wearing  his 
clothes.  I  may  say  that  he  tries  to  steal  our 
clothes.  I  see  that  the  honourable  member 
lias  now  entered  the  House.  I  am  ^lad  that 
111'  has  h.id  the  kindness  to  come  in  and  hoar 
the  relit. irks  I  am  making.  I  am  just  pointing 
out  the  total  error  he  ha<l  fallen  into  in  saying 
that  we  liail  framed  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  I'Kviies  }jill  upon  the  basis  of  his  repealed 
Koa(!.>  and  Uridj^'os  Construction  Act,  and  I  was 
sliowiij^'  to  the  House  the  difference  between 
our  n>'  a->ure  and  tho  one  which  we  repealed 
by  qu<'Lin;i  a  portion  of  tlie  Financial  State- 
ment wiiieh  ref(  rred  to  the  subjects. 

Miijv.r  ATKINSON.  — Yes  ;  and  it  is  all 
wronjT. 

Sir  J.  VOCilCL. — I  expressed  my  surprise  at 
tlie  audaeity  of  the  honourable  member  m 
making  such  a  statement,  seeing  that  ho  was 
ut  laFt  oblii'id  to  admit  that  his  Koads  and 
Hrid^'os  Construction  Act  was  a  blunder  and 
had  to  be  rej^oaled.  I  am  now  going  to  refer  to 
a  subjt'ct  NNJiich  the  honourable  member  has 
twieo  alluded  to  this  session  —  once  on  a 
fdiuier  oecasion  and  once  this  afternoon— the 
]Meig«4s  contract.  He  said  the  Opposition  had 
saved  the  country  from  the  Meipgs  contract. 
Kow,  Sir,  while  we  are  perfectly  cool  and 
collected  I  \\\\{  give  a  brief  account  of  the 
hist*  ry  of  the  Meiui^s  contract;  also  of  my  con- 
duet  t  hrou'^'nout  the  matter  and  the  honourable 
gentleman's  conduct  throughout  the  matter  in 
relat:*)!!  to  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway. 
Wlu  r.  I  lirst  addressed  a  public  meeting  on  my 
return  to  the  eojony,  at  Ashburton,  I  expressed 
myrt"';'  -tronglv  in  favour  of  the  construction  of 
the  l-.a^t  and  West  Coast  Railway  by  means  of 
a  hiful  grant.  Subsequently,  when  staiiding 
for  Cliiistcluireh,  after  consideration,  I  an- 
iiouiu  eJ  that  1  was  in  favour  of  the  construction 
of  that  work  by  a  loan  if  it  was  not  possible  to 
obtain  the  construction  by  means  of  a  land 
grant.  Tlion.  \\hcn  wo  met  in  Parli.immt  I 
advised  tho  Xelson  members  to  join  the  Can- 
terbui  V  members  and  Westland  members,  and 
endeavour  to  make  their  railway  part  of  the 
same  lino  between  tho  Kast  and'  West  Coast; 
and  tluit  c.'^jrse  was  adopted.  A  Bill  was 
passed  thror.f^li  the  House,  and  became  law  at 
the  einl  of  tiio  session ;  and  in  consequence  of 
that  measure  a  eontract  was  mode,  and  then 
it  was  proi^osed  by  the  gentlemen  who  had 
enteied  into  tlie  contract  to  send  Home  two 
delegate's.  It  wjis  decided  to  send  Home  one 
delegate  from  Canterbury  and  one  from  Nel- 
son. The  Canterbury  delegate  was  cliosen 
in  the  person  of  iMr.  Allan  Scott,  and  the 
Nelson  delegate  was  Mr.  Fell.  But  before 
Mr.  Fell  agreed  to  go  Home  he  saw  me,  and 
1  advised  him  to  do  so.  Ho  then  made 
wp  his  mind  —  if  I  am  correctly  informed  — 
that  he  would  not  go  without  having  the  ax- 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


press  advice  of  the  honourable  nember  ^ 
Egmont  on  the  subject.  I  may  say  tbit  % 
Fell  is  an  old  friend  oi  mine,  known  to  ct 
many  years ;  but  he  is  a  very  close  cooneca] 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  u| 
naturally,  he  desired  to  ask  his  adviee, 
did  not  go  to  England  until  he  -vras  exfs 
advised  to  do  so  by  tho  honourable  gestioiai 
Then,  after  the  House  met  in  18S5  the 
delegates  telegraphed  out  that  they  had  < 
pie  ted  an  armngement  by  which  the  Tsiim 
could  be  constructed  by  the  firm  of  liis^ 
and  Co.  The  proposal  which  was  made  n 
generally,  to  this  end  :  that  the  railway  vodi 
constructed  within  the  term  of  about  fosrjeB 
and  it  was  proposed  to  capitalize  the  i 
during  the  period  of  construction.  The  in 
cost  was  mentioned,  and  the  Government 
asked  to  give  a  guarantee  of  2^  per  c 
equal  to  i:97,000,  on  that  total  cost  for  t«H» 
years,  and  any  money  that  was  paid  t^^  si 
company  under  the  guarantee  during  the  twrns 
yeai"s  was  to  be  recouped  to  the  Govenu!i2S 
out  of  subsequent  profits  to  be  made  dcraf 
those  twenty  years.  The  Government  ULXpt 
favourably  of  the  proposal,  but  they  cml^ib 
tho  conclusion  that  they  would  not  ask  ub 
colony  to  undertake  the  total  liability  ef  rSa 
guarantee,  but  that  they  would  a\n"ee  th&ttJ» 
colony  should  take  one-third  of  the  aaussif 
and  the  other  two-thirds  should  fall  ot  tin 
districts,  in  the  shape  of  a  special  properrr-tsi. 
A  meeting  of  the  members  of  tlie  districts  is- 
terested  was  called,  and  they  almost,  if  i^ 
quite,  nna7iimously  agreed  to  the  propoal 
Tlie  Government  then  proposed  that  &  Cosi- 
mittce  should  be  appointed  to  consider  d)t 
question  ;  but  between  the  time  of  the  rweas 
of  tho  first  proposal  and  the  moving  f-^r  "h 
Committee  information  was  received  thai  ibe 
first  proposal  was  altered  ;  and  the  Govf  mni-i^t 
were  uncertain  as  to  the  exact  nature  «»?  tbe 
alteration.  They  therefore  thought  i:  mca 
desirable  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  C-oOr 
m  it  tee,  and  the  Committee  was  nioved  ix. 
and  it  was  to  consider  the  whole  que533t 
whether  the  work  should  be  constrnctni  by 
Meiggs  and  Co.,  or  by  the  districs  as  ft 
Board  of  Works,  or  by  the  colonv  itselL 
All  that  was  left  open  to  the  Conn:iUfie. 
Then  what  took  place?  Insinuations  *a« 
thrown  out  that  the  delegates  at  Hsna 
and  the  Government  and  the  members  fat 
the  districts  interested  were  all  concerned  ia 
what  —  to  call  a  spade  a  spade — was  nficbet 
more  nor  less  than  a  swindle  on  the  eo.kjflf. 
This  accusation  was  not  made  in  a  distinct 
manner,  so  as  to  enable  a  denial  to  begivea; 
but  the  insinuations  were  fioaring  abo5t  tbe 
House :  and  the  Committee  was  denied.  Laser 
on  in  the  session  the  Government  proposed, 
in  view  of  carrying  out  the  work  bj  ti» 
colony,  that  a  vote  should  be  taken  on  ac- 
count of  this  work.  That  takes  me  lo  &t 
end  of  last  session.  Since  then  Mr.  Fdl 
has  arrived  in  tho  colony,  and  I  have  ba3 
a  meeting  with  him  and  questioned  bin- 
I  am  going  to  state  what  he  told  me,  and  I 
challenge  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  Mf 
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'  bonourablo  gentleman,  to  institute  an  in- 

'  into  the  whole  of  the  circumstances,  and 

Btermine  whether  the  Government  were 

f'  treated  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 

i^    advantage   of    these    allegations — al- 

a^   he   did  not  utter  them  himself  —  to 

»  political  capital  against  the  Grovemment. 

E*ell  told  me  that  Meiggs  and  Go.  would 

been  willing  to  carry  out  the  first  pro- 

t   pure  and  simple,  and  to  abandon  the 

aquent  additions  —  that  the  first  would 

been  carried  out  if  the  Committee  had 

appointed  and  had  communicated  with 

lelegates  and  with  the  contractors.    I  say 

that,    looking  at   the   circumstances  of 

present  arrangement,  and  the  amount  of 

ey  available,  and  the  time  the  railway  will 

to    construct,   in   my   opinion   the   first 

ngement  proposed  by  Meiggs  and  Co.  and 

ihe  delegates  would  have  been  better  for 

Dolony  than  the  present  arrangement. 

on.  Members. — No. 

r  J.  VOGEL. —Honourable  members  may 
**  No  ;'*  but  I  undertake  to  prove  it  before  any 
ipendont  financial  authority.    Here  was  a 
losal  to  place  these  three  districts  in  com- 
lication  with  one  another  within  four  years, 
no  money  was  payable  until  the  railway 
completed.    There  was  only  to  be  a  guaran- 
tor twenty  years  at  a  rate  of  2^  per  cent., 
any  payments  made  under  that  guarantee 
e    to   be  recouped  out  of    subsequent  re- 
)ts ;    while   the  districts   concerned,  when 
y   heard  of    tho  proposal,  accepted  it   on 
terms    propojicd    by    the    Government — 
(lely,  that  there  should  bo  one-tbird  gua- 
teo  by  tho   colony  and  two-thirds  by  the 
ricts  themselves.    I  say  that,  for  the  colony, 
.  even  for  tiie   districts    themselves,  that 
posal   was    better  than  the  one  we   have 
f.      As  regards  the  colony,   there  was  no 
;,  because  the  third  of  the  guarantee  would 
been  more  tlian  recouped  by  the  traffic 
would  have  been  brought  to  the  exist- 
lines  by  tho  proposed  railway ;  and,  as  re- 
the  districts  concerned,   the  benefit  of 
Ig  the  railway  completed  in  four  years 
put  any   payment  whatever  would  have 
I  worth  more  than  the  risk  they  ran  under 
ran  tee,  and  better  for  them,  when  com- 
with  the  number  of  years  it  will  now 
I  to  complete  the  railway  under  the  pre- 
I  arrangement.     That    was    the  course  I 
_Hrod,  so  far.     We  know  the  later  history, 
.  need  hardly  go  through  it.     Mr.  Scott,  by 
latigable  energy,  has  succeeded  in  making 
Taiigement,  and  Parliament  has  allowed 
k>vemment  to  alter  the  contract  consider- 
in  order  to  meet  the  views  of  the  new 
actors.    That  is  the  course  the  railway 
lion  has  taken,  and  my  conduct  with  re- 
to  it ;  and  now  let  mo  show  that  of  the 
Urable  member  for  Egmont,  and  then  I 
laake  no  remark,  but  leave  it  to  the  House 
tiie  couDtry    to    judge    between  us  and 
vhich  has  been  most  satisfactory.     If  I 
dupopular,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
or  if  I  become  unpopular  on  account  of 
ftilway,  at  any  rate  I  shall  have  the  satis- 
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faction  of  knowing  that  I  have  acted  straight-  * 
f orwordly ,  honestly,  and  honourably  throughout, 
and  not  endeavoured  to  make  political  capital 
out  of  the  matter,  but  have  done  my  duty  with 
respect  to  it.  Now  let  us  follow  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  lines.  In  1832  he  brought 
down  the  Three-million  Loan  Act  and  put  into 
the  schedule  of  that  Act  three  sums  supposed 
to  be  applicable  to  this  line — one  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  railway  from  Belgrove  to  Bound- 
hill,  another  for  continuing  the  line  to  Bed- 
post, and  a  third  for  the  line  towards  Beef  ton. 
None  of  that  money  was  expended  except  some 
portion  on  the  line  to  Bed-post,  and  that 
extension  was  killing  two  birds  with  one  stone. 
Then,  before  we  took  ofiice  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  was  negotiating  witii  some 
of  the  people  of  Canterbury  to  give  them 
greater  facilities  for  making  the  line  than  they 
could  get  under  the  District  Bailways  Act.  I 
believe  it  came  out  last  session  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  brought  the 
matter  before  the  Cabinet:  still,  I  believe  that 
he  admitted  that  he  was  in  correspondence 
with  these  people. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  was  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  understood  it  was  the 
honourable  gentleman.  At  any  rate,  the  Go- 
vernment, I  take  it,  were  not  indisposed  to 
consider  the  question  of  giving  to  those  who 
had  the  making  of  the  railway  at  heart  greater 
facilities,  the  exact  nature  of  which  I  am  not 
able  to  say.  In  1884  a  Bill  was  passed.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
any  particular  part  in  opposing  it,  but  it  cer- 
tainly did  not  come  out  as  the  Government  pro- 
posed it.  Still,  it  passed.  Then  delegates  were 
appointed,  as  I  have  said,  and  Mr.  Fell  went 
Home  with  the  approval  and  recommendation 
of  tho  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  Next 
came  the  discussion  of  last  session,  and  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  silent.  He  expressed 
no  opinion  about  it,  and  allowed  without  chal- 
lenge those  disgraceful  insinuations  to  be  made 
against  the  Government  and  certain  honour- 
able members  and  tho  delegates.  He  never 
stood  up  to  say  one  word  in  their  defence,  and 
ho  has  since  taken  advantage  from  a  political 
point  of  view  of  those  disgraceful  attacks  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  the  Meiggs  proposal. 
My  course  and  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man are  now  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
I  will  make  no  comment  on  them,  and  will 
merely  say  that  I  believe  those  who  dispas.sion- 
ately  judge  of  us  in  the  prQsent  and  in  the 
future  will  not  be  disposed  to  think  that  I  have 
any  cause  to  envy  the  honourable  gentleman's 
line  of  conduct  throughout  the  trausactioii.  I 
have  now  to  come  again.  Sir,  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  attempts  throughout  the  session  to 
create  dissension  in  the  Government.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  should  put  it  in  that  light ;  per- 
haps I  should  rather  put  it  in  its  more  practical 
form  and  say — his  attempts  to  seduce  the 
Premier.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
sung  but  one  song  throughout  this  session,  and 
that  has  been,  Robert,  Robert,  toi  que  faime — 
"  If  yoa  will  only  claim  me,  soo  I  am  ready  to 
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come  to  thoe."  But  the  honourable  gentleman, 
this  afternoon,  disappointed,  no  doubt,  at  the 
\^rant  of  appreciation  of  liis  advanccH,  took  &  ver}' 
dillcrent  tone,  and,  for  the  second  time  this 
session ,  indulged  in  an  lionest  outburst  of  angry 
disapix)intmcnt.  I  prefer  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  in  tliat  aspect  to  any  otlier  one,  because  I 
tell  him  that  the  road  by  which  he  will  obtain 
power  again — and  I  suppose  ho  may  some  day 
do  so  —  will  not  be  by  pretending  alliances 
which  he  does  not  desire,  or  seeking  alliances 
with  tliosc  who  do  not  wish  to  ally  themselves 
with  him,  but  by  having  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  and  insisting  on  his  followei-s  having 
the  hume,  or  else  acting  independently.  I 
told  the  honourable  member  the  other  day 
that  I  would  read  to  the  House  a  portion 
of  tlio  Premiers  speech  at  Invcrcargili.  I 
do  not  wi^h  to  detain  the  House,  but  I  was 
surpii>ed  whon  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
me  he  had  read  it— he  so  constantly  referred  to 
it  in  a  sense  which  seemed  to  me  to  prove  that 
1)0  hod  not  read  it,  or  did  not  understand  it. 
However,  ho  told  me  he  hod  read  it,  and  there- 
fore I  am  bound  to  believe  it.  What  was  said 
in  th:it  speech  was  this  :  that  borrowing  must 
be  reduced — that  borrowing  for  roads  and  public 
works  other  than  railways  could  not  be  con- 
tinued indefinitely ;  and  the  Premier  also  par- 
ticularly called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  while 
there  were  so  many  who  preached  economy, 
there  were  vr  ry  few  who  were  ready  to 
practise  it.  The  Premier,  in  an  eloquent 
speech,  the  other  night,  went  over  the  same 
ground  precisely,  and  this  afternoon  he  has 
gone  over  it  as/ain.  So  far  as  my  opinion  is 
concrrncd,  I  have  over  and  over  again  stated 
my  view :  that  the  expenditure  for  purposes 
other  than  railways  was  too  large  and  would 
havo  to  bo  curtailed,  and  that  there  was  no 
general  disposition  on  the  part  of  honourable 
members  for  economy;  for,  whilst  they  talked 
in  the  Ht)use  about  reducing  expenditure,  they 
went  outside  the  House  and  asked  one  member 
of  the  Government  after  another  to  give  them 
this  road  or  that  bridge  and  this  work  or  that 
work :  in  fact,  that  they  hod  two  existences — 
a  dual  sort  of  life,  one  of  economy  in  the 
House  and  the  other  of  extravagance  outside 
of  it.  The  Premier  also  states  his  opinion 
that  borrowing  for  railway  expenditure  will 
cease  after  a  time,  in  a  few  years.  I  am  not  of 
that  opinion.  1  consider  that  we  shall  go  on 
borrowing  from  timo  to  lime,  as  the  colony  can 
afford  it,  till  New  Zealand  has  a  complete  rail- 
way system ;  but  it  is  immaterial  whether  we 
agree  upon  that  point  or  not,  for,  so  far  as 
several  years  to  come  are  concerned,  and  as  to 
continuing  to  carry  the  railways  on  to  a  pay- 
ing state,  the  Premier's  opinion  as  expressed 
At  [nvcrcarizill  and  to  this  House  and  the 
opinions  which  I  have  given  expression  to  are 
the  same.  I  have  already  explained  how- 
it  was  wo  camo  down  with  a  proposal  for 
only  a  million -and -a- half  loan.  Sir,  I  will 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  a  story — per- 
haps ho  is  familiar  with  it ;  it  is  related 
in  one  of  I^^ver's  novels.  A  person  in  one 
of  the  Rtreeti*  in  Dullin,  for  a  wager,  stDod 
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opposite  to  a  drainage-grfktmg  and  pretEBSit  , 
to  talk  to  some  one  undezne&th.     Fust  !7i  I 
or  three  people  came  ap,  then  ten,  then  tvcsr   I 
then  fifty  or  a  hundred,  and  mX  last  tbe  vb^  | 
street  was  crowded,  and    the    pavement  b^ 
roadway  dug  up,  all  under  the  persnaska  £- 
duced  by  the  first  individaal    that  thfze  vb 
somebody  suffering    underground.     Kot,  Sz. 
that  is  only  a  familiar  instance  of  the  vbt  jl 
which  belief  may  be  obtained  for  anytbiig.  i' 
you  only  iterate  it  sufficiently,     Tne  iii!L::3r- 
able  member  and  his  satelliU»,  if  I  max  tr 
that  expression  to  describe  the  small  onstk» 
revolve   round    him,    by  const&ntly  decUrs: 
that  they  saw  something  inconsistent  is  tlu: 
particular  speech  with   other    attezaj:ce&,  Wi 
people  to  suppose  it  was   so,   althou^  tk.: 
statements  were,  at  set  periods,  contradict?! 
No  one  knows  better  than  the  honoormbU  swa- 
bor  the  advantage  of  constant  iteratioiL   Hr 
does  not  mind  being  contradicted  for  tl»  XZ3 
being,    for  be   knows   he    will    have   a&ciier 
chance  of  repeating  the  statement.     In  ^^ 
way  he  has  managed  to  persuade  people,  fl::cr^ 
tlie  session,  that  the  Government  ovCT]>:t'. 
liabilities  existing  against    the    loan  fmi-i  n 
the  extent  of  £800,000 ;  and  another  kcstrci 
able    member    gathered     therefrom    the  im- 
pression Uiat  the  sum  had   been  carted  axd 
the    Treasury*,   and    that    it    was    lost  to  u^ 
world.      In    a    similar    way    some  have  ter.- 
led   to    believe,    by    a    newspaper    oonstaa:  • 
stating  it,  that  within  the    l&sC  few  day:,  is  ' 
another  place,   a  vast   service    has  becC  rs-  j 
dered  to  the  colony,  because  it  was  disco'irrd  | 
that  the   Loan  Bill  was  sent  up  by  nii>u»a  j 
without  a  railway  that  was  referred  to  :b  ■* 
having  been  authorized.     It  was  said  t hit  tiJ 
discovery  was  a  great  benefit-     Why,  Sir,  «'i 
it  bo  believed  the  Bill  in  question  wasps^ 
just  as  il  was  sent  up,  before  the  Bill  aa±.rJr 
ing  the  railway  was  introduced  to  the  fiossi 
in  the  usual  course  as  in  previous  sessocs! 
Still,  by  constantly  reiterating  that  ihc  Coffl" 
mittee  referred  to  prevented  an  iUegality,  thrij^ 
will  be  people  througliout  the  coiony  who  »i 
believe  it ;   whereas  there  was  absolutely  & 
thing  in  it.     We  have  always  author;se<2 1 
railways  through  the  Authorization  Bill 
this    railway    was    authorized    in    the  csei 
course,  and,  whatever  use  the  Committee  m* 
have  been  for  other  purposes,  it   did  net 
venc  any  mistake,  or  point  out  anything  tla 
the  Government  and  the  House  were  nc'tj^ 
fectly  aware    of.      I  refer    to    these  sabj=i 
to  show  how  easy  it  is  to   create  f&lse  i 
pressions,    and  how   very  clever    the  hoaoa 
able  gentleman  —  unconsciously,  of  course- 
is   at  doing  so.    Referring  to  the  honoaraU 
gcntlcmau's    constant    attempts    to   cstatl^^ 
that  the  various  members  of  the  CAbin«*l 
not  working  in  harmony,  I  would  saythastii 
honourable  member  was  guilty  of  an  act  ill 
other   night  which,    I    undertake    to  s&T, 
far  as  my  experience  goes — and  I  think  it 
as  large  as  that  of  any  other  member  of  tl 
House— has  never  before  been  attempted  bjM 
leader  of  an  Opposition  against  any  Go^^ 
ment..    \Viiat,  Sir,  did  the  hououxablo 
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A?      H^e  was  in  the  House  the  other  night. 
rhen  I  had  charge  of  the  Loan  Bill — which  it 
ras  proper,  of  course,  for  me  to  have  charge 
I,    being   Colonial   Treasurer  —  and   he   rose 
kXid   said  they  would   refuse  to   go  on  with 
he    Bill    unless    the   Premier  cajne   in    and 
lelpcd  the  House,  and  explained  to  the  House 
lie  circumstances  connected  with  it.    I  passed 
h&t    aSront  —  my  position    made   me   indif- 
erent  to  it ;  but  I  ask  the  honourable  mem> 
>er  how  he  would   like  such   an  insult.    It 
B    possible,  if    the   honourable   member    for 
tfataura  had  carried  his  resolution  the  other 
iay   and  had  become  the  Premier,  that  he 
Diight  have  done  the  honourable  member  for 
Bgniont  the  honour  of  asking  him  to  become 
%  member  of  his  Government,  and,  the  honour- 
B[.ble  member  for  Mataura  not  taking  the  place 
df  Treasurer  himself,  it  is  possible  he  might 
have  given  it  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Bgmont.    How  would  the  honourable  member 
for  Sgmont  have  liked  it  then,  if  he  was  in 
charge  of  a  financial  measure,  if  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  got  up  and  insisted  that  the 
House  should  not  go  on  with  that  measure  until 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  came  in  ? 
"Well,  Sir,  it  may  be  that  some  such  thing  may 
overtake  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
in  the  future,  and  may  lead  him  to  regret  that 
he  should  have  established  a  precedent  of  the 
kind.     I  think  there  was  nothing  else  in  the 
honourable  member's  speech  that  requires  to 
be  answered  that  has  not  been  answered  by  the 
Premier  earlier  this  afternoon. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  am  glad  the  honourable 
member  does  think  the  answer  a  fit  one. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  quite  satisfied. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  The  honourable  member 
•ought  to  be  more  than  satisfied.    Before  I  con- 
olude  I  would  like  to  say,  as  it  is  usual  to  do 
on  these  occasions,  a  word  or  two  upon  the 
"Work   of  the  session.      This  session  has  been 
one   of   singular   utility    and   public   service. 
AVe  have  passed  a  number  of  Bills  which  are 
calculated  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  colony. 
Among  them  I  can  enumerate  the  two  Native 
Hiand  Bills,  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  the 
'Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  con- 
solidating measures  in  reference  to  municipal 
laws  and  the  laws  affecting  counties,  a  consoli- 
dating Mining  Bill  with  a  new  and  most  benefi- 
cent provision  for  reducing  considerably  the  cost 
■of  miners'  rights ;  then,  we  have  a  consolidation 
of  the  laws  relating  to  defence,  the  Midland 
Bail  way  Bill,  the  First-offenders  Bill,  a  Babbit 
Bill,  a  Loan  Bill,  and  the  North  Island  Loan 
Allocation  Bill,  besides  others  too  numerous  to 
mention,  the  effects  of  which  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  colony  at  large  and  to  its  several  divi- 
sions.   Now,  it  is  true,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  pointed  out,  that  since  the  Financial 
Statement  was  made  there  has  been  a  falling- 
off  in  the  revenue ;  but  otherwise  the  condition 
of  the  colony  has  improved.    There  is  a  rise  in 
the  price  of   wool ;   there  is  a  much  larger 
amount  of  cultivation  going  on ;  and  there  are 
signs  that  lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  goldficlds 
"Will  prove  mere  productive.     But  there  is  a 


reverse  to  the  picture :  local  indastries  are  not 
so  successful  as  they  ought  to  be,  because  of 
the  low  rate  of  Customs  duties.  In  regard  to 
revenue,  the  fall  is  not  altogether  unsatisfac- 
tory. Partly,  it  is  consequent,  as  pointed  out 
by  the  Premier  this  afternoon,  on  larger  facili- 
ties being  given  to  settlers  to  use  the  rail- 
ways. This  Government  have  not  looked  upon 
the  railways  as  a  taxing-machine,  as  was  done 
by  the  last  Government,  and  of  course  they 
have  not  thought  it  right  or  desirable  to  in- 
crease the  rates  in  order  to  make  up  losses 
of  revenue  in  another  direction.  The  fall  in 
the  revenue  is  greatly  consequent  upon  the 
diminished  use  of  spirits.  I  think  that  will 
be  considered  a  satisfactory  feature  by  many 
honourable  members  in  this  House,  if  not  by 
all  of  them.  There  may  be  honourable  members 
who  do  not  believe  in  the  diminished  use  of 
alcohol,  and  those  will  not  sympathize  with 
my  words ;  but  there  are  honourable  members 
who,  whatever  their  own  tastes  may  be,  be- 
lieve that  the  good  of  the  community  is  served 
by  the  reduced  use  of  intoxicating  fluids ; 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  that  honour- 
able members  generally  will  disagree  viith 
me,  that  a  fall  in  the  revenue  consequent 
upon  the  diminished  use  of  alcoholic  liquors 
is  not  a  thing  to  be  deplored.  I  assert 
that  it  places  a  larger  amount  of  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  community.  Then,  there 
is  a  fall  in  the  revenue  consequent  upon  the 
reduced  prices  at  which  imports  are  shovelled 
into  the  country.  That  I,  do  not  consider  satis- 
factory, because  it  brings  me  to  the  point  that 
the  local  industries  of  the  colony— those  in- 
dustries that  ought  to  be  our  firmest  reliance — 
are  suffering  and  languishing  very  much  as 
compared  with  those  industries  in  other  colo- 
nies; and  we  have  reason  to  deplore  the 
want  of  encouragement  that  they  receive.  I 
am  quite  awajre  that  it  is  a  very  delicate  thing 
for  the  Gk>vernment  to  interfere  with  indus- 
tries. It  is  in  the  last  degree  undesirable 
that  the  Government  should  deal  with  in- 
dividuals; whatever  is  effected  it  should  be 
done  on  such  a  scale  as  to  be  felt  compre- 
hensively, and  not  bring  the  Government 
into  contact  with  one  or  two  or  a  few  indi- 
viduals. The  present  Government  have  enter- 
tained, from  the  very  beginning  of  the  time 
that  they  took  office,  the  hope,  the  aspira- 
•tion,  that  the  industries  of  the  colony  in  every 
direction  would  receive  an  impetus,  and  beoome 
more  successful  and  important.  I  am  not  re- 
ferring only  to  artisan  industries,  but  to  all 
industries  which  could  be  dealt  with  on  a  com- 
prehensive scale.  Wo  have  given  encourage- 
ment, or  opened  the  means  of  encouragement, 
to  the  pursuit  of  fishing,  to  forestry,  to  settle- 
ment, to  gold-mining  and  other  mining  pur- 
suits; and  we  have  desired  to  open  the  way 
to  promote  local  industries  by  keeping  up 
the  Customs  tariff  to  a  rate  such  as  it  has 
been  the  past  policy  of  the  country  to  main- 
tain in  relation  to  the  prices  of  imports  and 
the  cost  at  which  articles  can  be  made  within 
the  colony.  For  reasons  which  it  is  not 
necessary  I  should  go  through  again,  we  have 
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been  onable  to  (li.al  «ith  tLat  qac^tion :  and 
therefore,  much  lo  my  regret,  I  feci  ii-ai  ti.;* 
»«»*a."  n  I*  c\<  ^ii.z  *ith  &  feature  thjU  we 
have  lo  *itt-.'-ic— ii.a:  ii.e  cocduion  of  the  local 
iBiJi:!>Lrtt.»  u.ru^guu^t  tLe  couninr,  the  &rtii.an 
iniusirie4,  is  not  so  tati^factorr  aa  we  couid 
ni&a.  The  prr^ess  of  iettiement  is  satisfac- 
tory, acd  ve  ria\e  reason  to  think  that  large 
reu'jlu  uill  f*  i;.  w  the  encouragement  given  to 
miri'.Lg  p:;i>uit«,  an'l  that  we  t^LskLi  Lave  good 
n-^iLilu  fiMn  tu*j  facia  ties  given  to  the  fi-^h- 
ir.g  ii.iu^ir4L<i ;  but  we  must  wait  until  we  can 
deal  vein  t!.e  Customs  tanii  before  we  can 
place  the  to<al  ii.tiufitries  of  the  colony  on  a 
looting  tbat  w:il  be  saii^factonr,  and  will 
afford  to  the  laU.'ur  of  every  cne  in  the  colony 
suitable  emplownent.  Whilst  I  Iiave  said  so 
much,  I  h^J}ni  II. at  honourable  members  will 
under^^liknd  cicariy  that  I  contend^  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  that  we  have  rei^on  to 
be  satisfied,  ^o  fur,  with  the  results  which  have 
followed  our  efforts  since  we  took  office,  and 
that  we  hrpe  to  be  as  successful  in  the  future 
as  we  have  been  in  the  past.  I  siiali  not  trouble 
the  Ucu?e  any  loncer.  It  is  satisfactory  to  me 
that  the  honourat'ie  member  for  Egmont  has 
•cc*^pt4.d  mv  rt  marks  in  so  friendly  a  spirit. 

Mr.  V.AKhFIKLD.  — The  speech  of  the 
TreAA*:r  r  t.^-ni^l.t  appears  to  me  tc  be  like  the 
proveiiial  »coipi(>n,  which  has  its  sting  in  its 
tail.  The  honourable  gentleman  spoke  for  a 
long  tinic.  yet  toid  us  nothing ;  but  in  the 
la^t  in<.iiiti)t  or  t%vo  he  said  a  great  deal.  He 
tol  i  11 '^  twat  the  Ministry  were  committed  to  a 
protective  pjlicy,  and  that  a  thoroughly-pro- 
tective p"licy  was  to  be  the  salient  point  of 
their  policy  in  the  future.  >«ow,  that  is  a  fact 
that  should  go  forth  to  this  country.  He  told 
Qs  that  all  other  matters  were  of  no  import- 
ance, hut  that  thi-^  was  the  important  point: 
that  Customs  duties  should  be  im]>osed  for 
the  pi:rT>ose  of  protecting  industries;  and  that 
until  that  was  done  we  can  hope  for  no  return 
of  pro-ponty  to  New  Zealand.  It  brings  us 
back  to  the  reor)llection  of  the  good  old  times  in 
our  politics  in  New  Zealand,  when,  upon  the 
third  rea^ling  of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  ^linis- 
ters  Used  to  give  a  clear  and  straightforward 
forecast  of  ^hat  their  policy  was  to  be  in 
future.  That  has  not  been  the  case  for  the  last 
two  years,  because  Ministers  have  entirely 
shirked  the  duty  of  informing  the  country,  on 
the  third  readiii;?  of  Ihe  Appropriation  Bill, 
what  wiis  to  be  their  policy.  But  the  Treasurer 
has  toiti  us  to-iii;;lit  what  their  policy  is  to  be. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us  that 
there  can  be  no  return  of  prosperity  to  l^ew 
Zealand  until  we  have  a  thoroughly-protective 
policy.  That  is  the  only  card  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  left,  and  ho  will  not  find  it  a  very 
good  one.  He  will  find  that  there  are  better 
cards  than  that  to  be  played,  which  will  beat 
it  over  and  over  again.  1  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  that  policy  will  be  defeated  in 
the  country  and  in  the  House.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  never  showed  his  lack  of  know- 
ledge of  the  people  of  this  country,  of  their  in- 
terests and  seiitiuicnts,  more  plainly  than  he 
<lid  to-niglit.  Here  we  have  a  purely  maritime 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


'  country — with  a  Imtz^t  coa»*  t'^art  sbt  <X£ 
ccuT^try  in  the  w-.r.i  cf  e-q^iaJ.  TT.aTTTtcii*— C 
yet  ap-in  this  ccuntry  iLe  fc -ssooiai'ie  ^ssst\ 
mjin  would  y:ke  tlis  faiA;  pcZ-jy  of  Pmcecja.' 
Hia  iove  cf  Pr^urcticn  aa  zcz^^ds  New  ZeLJK 
arises  out  oi  his  want  of  knuwleJ-^  of  t^s> 
caniistAnce<3  of  the  pec  pie  ctf  z^^  Jestisyddi 
couniiT-     We  are  dtsiji^   to   be  the  fK^:^ 
of  the'  Paciic  Ocean.     Tiiere  ii?  no  cocrrj* 
certainly  destine i  to  be  a  maxitiziie  ccsr.r7» 
New  Z^and,  and,  il  any  c£ie  i<Jid  eza  Ic&ii 
mantmie  counirv  can.  lire  bj  Prctection.  aII 
can  say  is  that  if  he  is  nxhc  ms  sAZie  mui  (b 
not  know  what  we  ar^  talking  a>bc;2t.     The  nsB 
maniime  countr.ts  in  the  world  are  those  tat 
live  en  the  tra^c  of  the  oceaji  :   &nd  ye;  ttt 
bcnourable  gunilt.ir.sn  tells  us  zhax  he  iS  p3^ 
to  set  up  in  this  c^unirv  little   IskCwcriei  isd 
industries — thai  he  is  go:^g  to  c^cp  up  sSsrrigi 
women  and  chi.iren  in  miserable  rocos  asik 
a  week-     He  sterns  to  know  norhing  <^  ^ 
history  of  New  Ztiland  or  of  iz&  circumsia^a 
Here  we   have  a  country  of  szn^I  scans  tai 
a  great  rurui  p«opulaiion ;  and  tLe  grea:  efuS 
of    tbe    colony   should    be    to     op«j[i    up  saa 
country,  so  tiiat  a   rural    populate -n   ejt  k 
scattered  all  over  the  chantry,  and  that  tisai 
may  be  a  d:>ccura;;emcnt  of  the  aggre ^scoii cf 
people  in  the  towi^s.     The  hancur«i.ble  gcssfe- 
mau's    policy  would   cause   an   a^i^iomeiaaoa 
of  people  in  the    towns,   and    the    setiii.^^ 
of  fate  lories,  which  would  be  sol  el  v  depesdoS 
on   the   local    consumption.      The' hc«nC'::iible 
gen tk man   mu.st  know   that   the  momens  s^ 
limit  of  local  consumption  is  rea*:hed  an-i  sx- 
cess  begins  this   grand  protective   poliry  is^ 
to  the  ground.     It  is  then  impossible  to  eipai 
in  competition  with  foreignerss  wno  can  p5»- 
duce  far  more  cheaply  than  yoa  caji :  the  im 
population   has   been  drawn   into   the  towi% 
the  town  population  is  ruined  by  the  rsiaci 
the  export  trade,  and  you  come  to  utter  Liiiat 
in  every  respect.     That  is  what  tiie  hononaiii* 
gentleman  would  try  to  force  on  a  country  wlikk 
is  now  very  well  balanced  indeed  as  ber«a 
town  and  rural  population.      I  dispute  &is> 
lutcly  the  hcnouraule  gentleman's   staicEsi 
that  this  colony  is  dependent  on  Pretec:l«^  lar 
prosperity.     Nothing  would  further  the  welf*» 
of  this  country  so  much  as  a  liberal  nica£3& 
of  Free-tnule ;  and,  until  we  have  a  MLnsoy 
who  are  bold  enough  to  face  thi'.t  question,  isi 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  it  afid 
devote  themselvts  entirely  to  it,  as  Ministdtf- 
in  England  have  done,  we  shall  never  gel  da* 
great  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  this  counSy 
which  can  alone  set  us  again  upon  that  palk 
of  prosperity  up<:>n  which  we  ought  to  be.   I 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  2>hall  have  a 
^linistry  on  these  benches  who  will  dare  to 
face  this  question  boldly,  and  who  \nll  away 
with  this  miserable  claptrap,  popularity-hnnt- 
ing  course  of  so-called  "  encoumging  of  ioaJ 
industries  "  hy   imjKising  restrictions  on  tiie 
great  natural  pursuits  and  industries  of  the 
colonists :  a  Ministry  who  will  have  the  coursgr 
to  say  that  one  great  political  principle  siuJl 
pervade  our  fiscal  policj- — a   principle  which 
ought  to  pervade  our  colonial  policj  as  machtf* 
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it  pervades  the  policy  of  the  Mother-country, 
'Which  it  has  brought  to  the  greatest  grandeur 
among  tho  empires  and  among  the  peoples  of 
the  earth.  Sir,  I  may  have  spoken  a  little 
warmly  on  this  subject,  but  I  hold  that  it  Is  the 
greatest  subject  to  New  Zealand  colonists.:  and 
yet  it  is  a  subject  that  has  been  trifled  with 
by  the  Treasurer  to-night  in  the  most  foolish 
manner.  He  has  talked  about  this  Protection 
question,  and  thrown  out  hints  about  it  in  the 
loosest  manner,  in  order  to  catch  the  ears  of  a 
few  in  the  larger  centres,  where  there  may  be  a 
•class  who  desire  to  «ee  various  highly-protected 
industries.    By  the  language  the  honourable 

fentleman  has  used  to-night  about  Protection 
e  has  pinned  to  his  Government  a  label  that 
will  condemn  them.  They  will  be  known  as 
**  the  Protection  Ministry."  There  is  **  the 
Protection  Minister ! "  But  who  can  say  he 
means  anything,  or  that  any  member  of  the 
Ministry  means  anything  at  all,  by  what  he 
may  say  ?  It  is  enough  to  look  back  over  the  re- 
oordfl  of  this  session  and  last  session  and  then 
to  ask,  What  do  they  mean ?  Where  are  they? 
Who  are  they?  What  are  they  ?  "  Which  be 
these  ?  "  The  Treasurer  told  us  to-night  that 
it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  business  properly 
in  this  House,  things  are  so  bad.  He  said  the 
fitate  of  affairs  is  this :  that  members  from  all 
parts  of  the  colony  would  demand  benefits  for 
their  own  districts — that  the  great  difficulty 
of  the  Government  was  that  members  coming 
from  difterent  districts  demanded  things  for 
their  own  districts.  Now,  it  was  only  last 
session  that  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
OS,  "  I  should  regard  it  as  a  very  proper  state 
of  affairs  were  every  member  from  every  dis- 
trict to  apply  and  make  its  wants  known  to 
•the  Government.  I  wish  a  book  were  kept  in 
the  "Vestibule  in  which  every  member  could 
•write  down  the  wants  of  his  district ;  and  then 
iho  Grovemment  would  know  the  wants  of 
overy  district,  and  would  be  able  to  act  ac- 
oordingly."  This  was  last  session.  Of  course 
there  has  been  a  great  change  since  then. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  a  whole  year's 
more  experience  now.  But  one  could  not 
iiave  looked  upon  him  as  a  tiro  last  ses- 
sion. He  had  then  been  in  office,  I  think, 
eeven  years.  We  have  heard  him  boast  of  that 
many  times — he  has  told  us  he  has  been  in 
the  House  twelve  or  thirteen  years  and  knows 
the  run  of  the  ropes  as  well  as  any  man.  The 
honourable  gentleman  considered,  last  session, 
that  it  would  be  a  highly-desirable  state  of 
politics  if  a  vast  ledger  were  kept  in  the  vesti- 
oule,  on  one  side  of  which  was  to  be  inscribed 
'what  each  honourable  member  wanted  for 
liis  district,  and,  I  suppose,  on  the  other  side 
there  would  be  an  account  of  the  service  that 
that  honourable  member  had  rendered  to  the 
<^vemmenc.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to.  • 
That  is  the  honourable  gentleman's  -whole  idea 
of  politics — that  political  support  is  to  be  the 
price  of  benefits  that  are  to  be  distributed  by 
public  e3cpendituro.  That  is  the  whole  of  his 
-system.  It  is  very  simple:  it  is  charmingly 
simple.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows 
perfectly  well  that  that  has  been  his  principle 


from  the  very  beginning,  and  it  is  his  principle 
now  that  there  shall  be  a  quid  pro  quo — that 
whatever  is  given  to  any  district  shall  be  paid 
for  in  political  support.— -(Oh !)— Somebody  said 
"  Oh  " — somebody  who  got  more  than  he  ex- 
pected ;  and  the  interjection  came  very  ill  from 
him.    Yet  at  this  stage  the  Colonial  Treasurer 

has  the  audacity 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Say  •»  courage." 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— He  comes  down  and 
tells  us  that  members  are  asking  for  things 
for  their  districts.  But  who  has  invited  them? 
Who  has  spread  the  net?  I  say  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House,  thero  is  no  public  man 
in  New  Zealand,  who  has  ever  so  imbued  mem- 
bers of  this  House — and,  far  wider  than  that, 
their  constituents,  every  man  who  pretends  to 
be  a  politician  throughout  the  country  —  so 
deeply  with  the  idea  that,  if  men  will  but 
ask  enough,  and  give  political  support  enough, 
they  shall  have  what  they  ask,  no  matter 
what  the  public  interests  may  be.  Now,  let 
us  look  back  over  a  yeax  or  two  and  consider 
for  a  minute  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's position  is  here  to-night.  We  all  remem- 
ber his  return  in  1884,  when  he  came  back, 
after  eight  years'  absence,  fresh  to  our  affairs, 
bringing  with  him,  I  will  say,  frankly,  from  the 
Old  Country  the  name  of  one  who  had  held  a 
very  prominent  place  there  as  a  representative  of 
colonial  interests — one  who  had  raised  himself, 
by  his  writings  and  in  other  ways,  to  a  position 
of  being  a  representative  colonist  in  England. 
He  came  back  with  a  great  prestige,  there  is 
no  doubt  about  that :  it  is  of  no  use  for  any  of 
his  political  opponents  to  say  that  he  did  not. 
He  came  welcome  to  the  colony.  We  had  a 
Government  which  had  been  long  in  office; 
which  had  undergone  several  changes  of  head, 
but  not  change  in  other  respects ;  and  which 
had,  I  believe,  got  out  of  touch  with  the  public 
feeling  of  the  countir  completely.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  about  that.  They  were  an  un- 
popular Government,  and  they  had  made  great 
mistakes,  mainly  for  this  reason:  that  they 
had  been  too  departmental,  and  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  keeping  in  touch  with  the 
people.  The  honourable  gentleman  came  in  the 
nick  of  time.  I  never  remember  a  time  in  the 
history  of  this  country  where  a  new  man,  or  an. 
old  politician  revived,  had  such  a  chance  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  in  1884.  He  met 
with  kind  friends  in  all  directions — kinder  than 
any  public  man  in  this  country  ever  met  with. 
He  met  with  generous  opponents,  who  would 
not  say  anything  against  him  if  they  could  not 
say  anything  in  his  favour.  He  was  allowed 
the  fullest  and  fairest  opportunity.  No  man  in 
this  country  strove  harder  than  I  did  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  fair  opportunity 
he  should  have.  He  appealed  to  several  con- 
stituencies, and  appealed  to  them  successfully. 
I  believe  if  he  had  gone  to  Poverty  Bay  he 
would  have  been  elected,  or  at  Ashburton. 
Finally,  he  was  elected  at  Christohurch,  with 
the  general  wish  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land that  he  should  have  a  chance.  He 
made  a  magnificent  speech  at  Ashburton — one 
of  the  ablest  political  speeches  over  delivered 
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in  thi»  country ;  and  by  it  he  made  a  most 
favourablo  impression,  because  the  speech 
brougiit  back  the  old  recolloction  of  our  politics, 
combined  with  fresh  views  on  matter-*  which 
were  in  great  disorder  at  the  time  of  his  speech. 
That  speech,  unchanged  by  events  since,  re- 
mains as  one  of  the  ablest  political  ^Uterances 
ever  delivered.  He  camo  into  the  H  ^use,  and 
ho  showed  a  great  deal  of  tact ;  and  he  also 
showotl  a  great  desire  to  conserve  the  public 
wclfaro  and  to  guide  our  politics  in  a  moderate 
course,  and  to  do  us  good.  But  ho  did  so 
only  until  he  found  that  ho  had  not  got  the 
power  he  expected ;  and  ever  since  then,  I 
sav,  unhesitatingly,  instead  of  being  a  {^ood 
inlluence  he  has  been  an  obstruction  to 
the  public  good  of  the  colony,  and  it  would 
have  been  bettor  for  the  colony  if  he  had  not 
returned  to  office  ;  it  would  have  been  better  for 
his  colleagues,  it  would  have  boon  better  for 
all  parties  and  for  the  colony,  if  ho  had  not  re- 
turned to  that  bench  and  remained  there.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  immense  ability. 
Any  one  who  denies  that  must  himself  be 
wanting  in  ability.  He  has  immense  ability, 
%nd  ho  has  great  public  spirit,  too.  Surely 
no  such  opponent  of  him  as  I  am  would  ever 
for  a  moment  think  of  denying  that.  But  the 
hon>>urable  gentleman's  methods  of  obtaining 
public  inlluence  and  using  it  when  ho  has  got 
it  are,  to  my  mind,  entirely  foreign  to  the 
spirit  of  the  institutions  of  this  colony.  Ever 
since  ho  has  been  in  office  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  hooihvink  this  House.  He  has 
never  taken  this  House  into  his  confidence. 
His  colleagues  have  tried  to  bring  down 
straightforward  measures ;  but»  at  all  points, 
ev«  rv  Bill  with  the  Treasurer's  name  on  it 
has  been  a  deceptive  Bill  and  not  a  straight- 
forward one — there  has  been  a  want  of  clear- 
ness about  it.  All  has  been  done  by  devious 
courses.  There  have  alwavs  been  twists  and 
turns  when  apparently  there  has  been  no 
conceivable  necessity  for  them.  Ho  cannot 
buy  a  railway  but  ho  must  do  it  in  the  most 
complicated  way,  such  as  no  one  ever  heard 
of  before.  He  must  have  debentures,  bonds, 
and  all  sorts  of  things.  Instead  of  simply 
buying  the  thing  and  paying  the  money,  and 
there  making  an  end  of  it,  he  must  have 
dobonture-bonds  bearing  4  per  cent,  interest, 
agents,  security,  and  other  things  tliat  there 
is  no  need  of.  He  never  does  anything  m 
tho  House  but  by  some  sort  of  circuitous 
route.  Look  at  the  Midland  Kailway  Bill, 
for  instance.  Was  there  ever  such  a  Bill 
seen  in  any  Legislature  in  the  world?  Here 
is  a  Bill  consisting  of  correspondence  from 
Heaven-knows-whoni  to  Lord-knows-w honi — 
people  whose  names  we  never  heard  of  before. 
Yet  these  letters  between  all  sons  of  unknown 
pei'sons,  people  who  may  bo  mere  John  l'''>e8 
and  Richard  Hoes  for  all  we  knew,  this  con e- 
spondence  among  people  who,  to  us,  are  only 
•o  many  names,  is  now  part  of  tho  law  of 
New  Zealand :  it  is  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
meaning  of  which  nobody  at  this  moment 
knows  ;  and  the  very  promoters  of  the  measure 
themselves  say  they  do  not  believe  it  will  be 
Mr,  Wake/Uld 


effective,  acnd  that  they  do  not  beliera  asris 
will  come  of  it.  This  ia  the  sort  of  thfn^  2 
honourable  gentleman  does — this  is  a  tjie  t 
tlie  system  of  the  honourable  membo.*  h 
will  not  meet  us  as  colooista*  he  will  not 
us  as  colonists.  The  honoonkble  gestleHi 
had  a  perfect  right  to  return  here — ss  b  U 
politician  and  a  lesuling  public  man,  he  vh 
perfectly  entitled  to  come  back  and  cluii 
great  amount  of  support.  He  did  claiir  iiai 
he  got  it.  But  he  has  not  fuliilled  his  pbln 
for  this  reason :  Instead  of  a^cting  straJiEhss- 
wardly  to  us  as  a  colonist  to  col'>rLists,  hi  sa 
acted,  throughout,  in  a  way  alien  and  hxoB. 
to  the  land  and  alien  and  foreign  to  os 
Parliament  and  institutions.  He  h^  mem 
brought  in  a  straightforward  me&soie.  Bk 
Bills  have  always  been  queer,  incomprs^ 
sible  things.  At  this  moment  not  a  soul  kssfi 
anything  about  the  measures  the  honocaUi 
gentleman  has  introduced.  Some  one  hssaii 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  hs<  Bii 
done  any  harm.  The  Premier  has  a  piesaflik 
way  of  saying,  when  explaining  a  BlII,  tkii 
the  measure  will  not  do  any  harm ;  bsi,  f 
the  work  of  the  Treasurer  has  not  dcst  tsj 
harm,  it  has  not  done  harm  because  he  hai  st 
a  stout  Opposition,  which  has  prevent  :i 
The  honourable  gentleman's  defenders  say  ka 
intentions  are  not  harmful ;  but  I  say  we  dq^ 
not  to  have  given  away,  as  we  did,  ourpo^-fic^ 
independence  to  an  honourable  gentlemsn  w2> 
came  from  Home  after  eight  years'  absesSi 
on  the  strength  of  his  promise  of  being  sbl*» 
restore  prosperity  to  the  welfare  of  thi>  o^ccj. 
Now  nothing  stronger  is  said  than  that  ciM 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  done  mzd 
harm.  The  honourable  gentleman  undcrtxc 
to  restore  prosperity  in  a  few  months  ;  he  aii 
so  in  this  House  in  my  hearing.  Two  jafcji 
have  passed  away ;  and  where  is  he  i»«? 
Where  is  his  prosperity?  The  colony  is  y 
sound  as  a  rock,  and  so  it  was  when  ti» 
honourable  gentleman  took  office  ;  and,  li  ^ 
is  sounder  now  than  it  was  before,  tha:  i?  art 
because  ho  has  taken  office,  but  in  apiie  0:  his 
having  taken  oflBce,  and  in  conseqaeace  of 
tlie  determined  opposition  of  the  pe-op^fi  ^ 
New  Zealand  to  the  policy  the  hoc^:2^ 
able  gentleman  would  have  foisted  upon  * 
Tho  honourable  member  has  told  us  that  la* 
a  great  advocate  for  economy,  and  th^;  ft  i 
part  of  his  policy  to  reduce  borrowing,  ^ell, 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  that,  is  ioUovin? 
the  course  of  public  opinion  :  he  is  listemcf  i* 
the  voice  of  the  people  for  a  momeni,  and  1 
do  not  blame  him  for  doing  so ;  but  (ic>e<  »Bt 
honourable  member  for  one  moment  belief 
that  those  are  the  views  of  the  honourabU 
gentleman?  The  honourable  gentleman  is «» 
of  tliose  who  adhere  to  their  own  jx>licTregMti- 
less  of  the  opinion  of  other  people  ;'  and  nt 
know  perfectly  well  what  his  own  policy  is.  I 
believe  it  is  this :  that  the  whole  of  th«  A- 
sources  of  the  colony  should  be  developed 
immediately  by  the  application  of  bonove^ 
money.  He  has  told  us  that  ovex  and  0^ 
again. 
Mx.  SEDDON,— No. 
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Mr.  WAKEFIELD,— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kumara  says  *'  No."  Well,  I  know  of 
no  other  honourable  member  who  has  more 
persistently  endeavoured  to  get  the  resources 
of  his  district  developed  by  meajis  of  borrowed 
money,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  know  of 
no  one  who  has  been  more  successful.  Why, 
he  is  going  away  with  his  carpetbag  as  full  as 
it  can  be  stuffed.  It  is  so  stuffed  that  if  it  were 
attempted  to  put  more  in  i  t  i  t  would  burst.  The 
honourable  member  should  be  the  last  to  say 
"No."  I  am  not  going  to  refer  to  Cabinet 
secrets,  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  Treasurer's 
whole  policy  has  been  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  colony  at  one  coupy  as  soon  as 
possible,  by  the  aid  of  borrowed  money.  Did  I 
understand  the  Premier  to  say  anything  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  I  was  merely  completing 
the  French  phrase. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Oh,  I  see  ;  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  applauding  me  in  his 
sleep ;  but,  unfortunately,  when  ho  wakes  he 
applauds  his  colleagues,  though  ho  does  not 
agree  with  them.  It  is  one  of  those  cases  of 
somnanibulism  where  men  speak  what  is  in 
their  mind,  expressing  their  true  principles  and 
their  true  wishes ;  but  when  they  awake  to 
their  senses  they  unfortunately  come  under 
evil  influences,  and  do  not  retain  that  truthful- 
ness, that  patriotism,  which  comes  to  them 
in  their  happy  hours  of  dreams.  Well,  Sir, 
as  I  was  saying  when  the  Premier,  in  his  fit 
of  somnambulism,  cheered  me,  the  Treasurer 
has  not  changed.  He  has  changed  very  much 
indeed  in  his  tone  ;  but  he  is  a  maji  that  does 
not  change  his  mind,  and  he  would  still  ad- 
vocate the  old  policy.  He  is  one  of  the 
few  public  men  of  this  country  who  never 
change  their  minds.  No  doubt  he  gives 
way  for  a  time  to  men  weaker  than  him- 
self, because  for  a  time  circumstances  compel 
him  to  do  so ;  but  will  any  one  tell  me  that 
his  policy  has  changed?  Give  him  a  great 
majority  to-morrow,  and  let  us  ask  what  his 
policy  would  be.  Give  him  a  majority  of 
twenty  in  this  House  to-morrow,  and  what 
sort  of  Bills  should  we  have  down  ?  There 
would  bo  a  Ten-million  Loan  Bill  down,  and 
we  should  be  fortunate  if  we  stopped  at  ten 
millions.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  his 
way  he  would  go  further — if  he  were  logical 
he  would  do  so.  He  sees  endless  El  Doradoes, 
immense  wealth,  boundless  resources,  fabu- 
lous riches  arising  out  of  a  country  of  which 
he  IS  really  ignorant.  He  disregards  its  in- 
Btitiitions,  he  disregards  all  those  changing  cir- 
cumstances which  affect  its  institutions.  He 
looks  beyond  to  the  great,  enormous,  splendid 
wealth  of  the  colony  hundreds  of  years  hence, 
and  wishes  to  discount  the  future  and  to  skip 
over  this  interval,  and  to  bring  all  these  things 
afe  once  within  the  reach  of  the  present  gene- 
ration. But  he  cannot  do  it.  No  man  can 
do  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Without  crossing  the 
Araf  ura  Sea. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Yes;  the  honourable 
{gentleman  wanted  to  cross  the  Arafura  Sea,  he 
ivanted  to  embark  upon  that  perilous  ocean, 


but  I  think  I  wrecked  him  there.  He  wanted 
to  sell  sheep  and  blankets  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Arafura  Sea.  I  do  not  want  to  refer  to 
that,  because  I  did  enough  on  that  occasion.  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my 
speech  on  that  occasion.  That  is  a  speech  I 
took  no  credit  for  at  the  time,  but  it  is  one  that 
will  never  be  forgotten  in  the  parliamentary 
affairs  of  this  colony.  We  shall  not  embark 
upon  that  sea  again.  The  predictions  in  which 
I  then  indulged  have  come  true  to  an  extent 
beyond  what  we  could  have  had  any  idea  of. 
I  have  been  called  a  Cassandra. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Cassandra  in  trousers. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  want  to  see  Cassandra  here  with- 
out her  trousers,  I  hope.  I  say  that  the  pre- 
dictions that  we  made  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  took  office  have  been  fulfilled  to  the 
letter,  not  merely  to  the  spirit  but  to  the  letter 
— more  than  fulfilled — fulfilled  far  more  accu-* 
rately,  more  completely,  more  particularly  than 
any  of  us  anticipated  or  pretended  at  that  time 
that  they  would  be.  I  may  say  this  about 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  say  it  with  all 
respect  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  for  a  great 
public  man :  that  the  country  has  been  disap- 
pointed in  him,  and  that  this  House  has  been 
disappointed  in  him,  not  only  in  respect  of  the 
policy  which  was  laid  down,  but  also  in  respect 
of  his  capacity  as  a  public  administrator.  Will 
any  one  tell  us  that  the  Bills  which  have  been 
brought  down  this  isession  and  the  session  be- 
fore this  exhibit  that  capacity  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  showed  years  ago,  and  which 
we  were  led  to  expect  would  be  shown  on  his 
return  to  politics  in  this  country?  When  he 
came  out  in  1884  as  the  great  reformer,  as  the 
great  reviver,  who  was  to  make  New  Zealand  her- 
self again,  to  raise  her  once  more  to  the  hfghest 
prosperity,  we  looked  not  only  for  his  schemes 
— no  doubt  reckless,  speculative,  short-sighted 
agitators,  people  who  had  nothing  to  lose  and 
everything  to  gain  by  the  borrowing  and  ex- 
pending of  large  sums  of  money,  looked  for  the 
schemes  which  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
produce ;  but  there  were  other  men  in  the 
colony  who  did  not  look  for  such  schemes,  who 
did  not  believe  in  them,  but  who  entirely  based 
their  support  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
the  Ministry  of  which  he  is  a  member  on  the 
expectation  that  they  would  bring  down  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House  a  policy  which  would  be 
marked  by  ability,  by  resource,  and,  I  may  say, 
by  genius  that  had  been  absent  from  the  pub- 
lic councils  of  the  colony  for  many  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  would  not  let  him  cany 
his  policy  out. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— You  put  him  into  office. 
He  had  unlimited  sway  for  at  least  one  year. 
He  was  the  meister  in  the  Government,  he 
was  the  ruler  of  this  country,  and,  with  the 
following  he  had  at  that  time,  he  had  the 
chance  to  do  whatever  he  thought  ought  to  be 
done.  But  what  was  the  result  ?  Where  are 
the  measures  ?  Why,  no  measures  could  hava 
been  more  wanting  in  principle,  more  futile 
in  practice ;  and  those  which  he  did  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  pass  have  been  useleaft 
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and  thoroijphly  unworkable  ever  since  they 
were  pnsj^cd  —  tliey  have  never  been  put  into 
operntion.  And  those  were  liis  most  imjwrtant 
liicuhures — tlie  nicu.-urts  wiiiiout  which  every- 
thing was  to  go  wrong,  and  with  which  every- 
tliiiig  was  to  go  ri,<;ht.  We,  weakly  and  foolishly, 
passed  these  nK-asiircH,  because  we  had  an  idea 
that  they  might  possibly  have  some  charm  that 
we  were  not  axsnre  of.  Wo  did  not  like  the 
iook  o!  them;  they  were  crude,  incomprehen- 
eible  Bills  :  still,  we  passed  them,  and  the  other 
House  passed  them,  because  Ministers  had  just 
put  nine  now  members  into  that  House — who 
Lave,  however,  since  been  as  unkind  to  the 
Ministers  who  made  them  as  they  possibly 
could  be.  Not  one  of  those  Billf.  has  proved  of 
any  Nalue.  They  have,  it  is  true,  never  done 
any  mischief,  becauFo  they  were  unworkable. 
Take  the  ]iert-root  Sugar  Act.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  deliberately  told  this  House 
that  if  wo  would  but  pass  this  Beet-root 
Sugar  Bill  it  would  immediately  revive  the 
fortunes  of  the  agricultural  districts  of  Now 
Zealand.  Ho  told  us  that  every  farmer  who 
planted  this  beet  would  clear  £10  per  acre 
out  of  the  Innd,  and  that  if  a  man  planted  a 
hundred  acres  he  would  make  a  tliousand 
pounds.  We  were  to  pay  off  our  national  debt 
with  it. 

Mr.  SI:DD0X.— And  sorghum. 
Mr.  WAKEFIKLU.  — I  do  not  know  any- 
thing alK)ut  sorghum,  but  I  remember  the 
honourable  gentleman's  sp*  ech  about  the  beet- 
root, and,  if  1  were  only  to  read  the  speech 
now,  members  of  the  House  would  be  unable 
to  repress  their  laughter  at  tho  absurdity  of 
the  thing.  We  told  him  that  it  was  nonsense  ; 
but  he  would  not  believe  us.  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  is  not  a  single  farmer  in  New 
Zealand  who  has  planted  a  single  acre  of 
this  beet-root  for  the  purpose  of  getting  this 
bonus.  But  there  tho  Act  stands,  a  hamper 
upon  tho  Customs  laws  of  the  colony,  for  we 
cannot  alter  the  sugar  duties,  because,  im- 
mediately we  did,  th«  re  would  arise  a  class  of 
imaginary  monopolists,  and  we  should  have  to 
incur  all  sorts  of  expense  in  order  to  settle  their 
claims  to  this  subsidy.  That  is  one  of  the 
things  that  the  Treasurer  told  us  would  restore 
prosperity  to  the  colony.  We  have  had  all  sorts 
of  "  fads  "  of  that  kind.  I  see  the  honourable 
member  for  Kangitikei  in  his  place.  I  am  glad 
to  see  him,  because  1  liavo  a  word  or  two  to  say 
in  regard  to  him,  and  I  should  not  like  to  say 
anything  about  a  man  in  his  absence  which 
might  be  construed  into  a  reflection  upon  him. 
When  the  Hon.  the  Treasurer  was  speaking 
last  session — if  I  remember  rightly,  it  was  his 
Bpecch  upon  tiie  third  reading  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill — the  honourable  member  said 

this 

Sir  R.   STOUT.  — Who?      The  honourable 
member  for  Kangitikei? 

Mr.  WAKKFIKLD. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber should  not  be  so  eager  in  his  interruptions. 
I  was  not  alluding  to  tlie  honourable  member 
for  Kangitikei — 1  was  alluding  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  ;  and  if  the  Premier  will  restrain  his 
.  feelings  I  shall  be  glad.  Of  course  it  is  evi- 
Mr.  Wakefield 


dent  to  US  all  that  ho  is  much  excited.  I 
all  allowances  for  his  un com fortabk 
I  am  sorry  for  him  :  but  I  ask  the  icasa* 
gentleman  not  to  interrupt  nie.     In  hi5 
on    the    third    reading    of     the    Appconaa 
Bill  last  session   tlie  Coloniikl   Treageier 
amongst  other  things,  this  :   that  the  ir: 
ment  had  every  reason  to    congratalasc  xtm 
selves  upon  the  course   of    aflairs  dnrizs  ik 
session,  but  there  were   one   or   two  pc'ii:3a 
which  they  had  to  admit  there  b&d  beensiut 
comings,  and  one  of  these  was   this:  LLiiiart 
had  not  dealt  with    the    Se.anien  Bepre*^ 
tion  question;  and.  Sir,  when  he  sAi6  dotk 
turned  round  in  his  chair  and  gAz^  witkiMt 
fond  gaze  of  his  on  the  honouraide  m;€ni:-ffiff 
Kangitikei,  and  he  looked  at  him  &s  ms£iii 
to  say,  **  Does  not  that  t^uch  you  ?  "    He  ai 
"  We  ought  not  to  have  parted  without  pul- 
ing the  Seamen  RepreseLitation  BjI].'    Vete 
were  votes.    The  future  was  unctfrtam.   liidk 
looked  at  the  honourable  gentleman  as  sack 
as  to  say,  '*  You  are  a  saiior,  yoa  are  a 
of  chivalry,  you  are  a  sentimental  felloe :  taL 
if  that  does  not  captivate  yoa  I  do  no4  kaw 
what  will."    But  he  was  utterly  at  faait— « 
misunderstood  the  honourable  gentleman :  *« 
misunderstood  the  party  he  was  workiDg  vi^ 
The  whole  House   laughed    in    their  minu,  i 
they  did  not  openly  ;  for  really  the  thing  ^a*» 
exceedingly  well  done  that  we  were  comife-ia^ 
to   keep  silence  from  mere  emotion.    Scf^,  I 
seriously  ask  this  House  to  cast  its  mindbadct 
the  speech  in  which  the  honourable  gentifUia 
revievNed  the  session  and  forecast  Uie  futis*: 
His  one   regret  was   that   he  had  not  pi*il 
the    Seamen    Representation    Bill.      What « 
the  Seamen   Representation   Bill    no^.  ?    Hfa 
the    honourable     gentk-man    p<.'rform<^   ?^'*^ 
duty?     No.     It  lias  gone   glimmering  ibr-:^^- 
tho  dream  of  things   that  were.     It  h*.^  gvSH 
with  the  Exhibition  and  all  those  tinsel  {abr-'-s 
with   which   the    honourable    gentleman  in^'J 
to  hoodwink  this  country,  and  to  amu?«-  tfef 
minds  of  the  members  of  this  House.    I  tokl 
the  honourable  gentleman    last  year  irar  hf 
had  made  a  great  mistake — that  he  tct:k  too 
low  an  estimate  of  the  public  feeling  oi  ^-^ 
country,  and  too  low  an  estimate  of  thciBi-'fc- 
cal  character  of   the  members  of  this  Hc«a. 
He  is  found  out.     Who  is  he  in   this  H?e«* 
I  say  the  lionourable  gentleman  has  sunk  i^w 
the  lowest  position   of  any   Minister  »bo  ba 
ever  held  a  position  of  power.     He  h&»  sank 
to  a  position  which  is  extremely  humiiJiaflf?^ 
When  the    honourable    gentleman   ha.*  been 
defeated  again  and  again  on  measures  in  Ujb 
House,  and  when  he  has  known  often  enof^ 
that  it  was  wiser  for  him  to  leave  the  Ho«se 
and  his  colleagues,  he  has  tried  to  carry  am**^ 
sure,  and  has  advocated  it  with  hisownf'fiB- 
ions.    The  House  has  found  him  out,  and  tbt 
country  is  rapidly  finding  him  out ;  and  so  sooo 
as  ho  is  found  out  by  the  people  the  stren^ 
of   the  Llinistry  is  gone,    and  they  will  then 
have   to  seek  some  other  source  of  streng^ 
Tho  people  of  this  colony  are  not  to  be  sa^ 
jected  to  the  government  of  one  whose  feelii^s 
are  alien  from  theirs,  who  knows  little  abcst 
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their  aifairs,  and  who  is  in  no  respect  one  of  the 
natural  leaders  of  the  people.  The  time  can- 
not be  long  when  the  people  will  revolt  against 
the  Government  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  Premier  is  a  different  man.  The  Treasurer 
has  said  that  members  of  this  House  have 
thrown  themselves  at  the  Premier  and  sought 
to  form  an  alliance  with  him.  Not  only  is  that 
contrary  to  fact,  but  if  it  were  a  fact  there 
v/eie  good  reasons  for  it.  There  aro  thousands 
of  colonists  in  New  Zealand  who  believe  that 
this  Ministry  is  a  very  bad  Ministry — one  of  the 
<worst  Ministries  which  the  colony  has  known 
in  many  respects — and  who  at  the  same  time 
ihave  a  strong  sentiment  for  the  Prime  Minister. 
The  Prime  Minister  of  this  colony  is  a  states- 
man who  has  had  immense  drawbacks  and 
objections  to  him  on  various  grounds  ;  but  I  am 
one  of  an  immense  number  in  this  colony  who 
•are  political  opponents  of  his,  and  who  are  also 
opposed  to  him  on  many  grounds,  and,  if  I 
may  say  so,  on  none  'more  strongly  than  on 
religious  grounds. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman, 
in  discussing  public  matters,  is  not  at  liberty 
to  refer  to  the  religious  convictions  of  honour- 
able members.  Those  are  matters  outside  the 
limits  of  legitimate  debate. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Many  of  those  who  are 
on  many  grounds  opposed  to  the  Premier  at 
the  same  time  see  that  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances he  is  the  best  man  who  could  rule 
the  colony  at  present.  There  are  many  of 
us  who  see  this:  that  he  has  capacities  of 
government  which  would  be  extremely  useful 
to  the  colony  at  the  present  time ;  and  we  are 
Able  to  see  in  him  public  qualities  which  we 
respect  and  admire  ;  and  we  find  him  support- 
ing measures  which  we  are  also  willing  to  sup- 
port, and  these  are  measures  which  his  col- 
leagues— or  some  of  them — ^have  no  sympathy 
Tvith  ;  and  therefore  it  is  competent  for  many 
of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  support  the 
Prime  Minister,  to  admire  him,  and  regard 
him  as  a  great  future  man,  who  at  the  same 
time  cannot  support  the  measures  of  his  Go- 
vernment. The  Treasurer  implied  that  there 
Teas  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  ally  themselves  with 
the  Prime  Minister.  Surely,  in  the  state  of 
parties  now  existing  in  the  House,  it  is  per- 
fectly competent  for  any  member  to  express 
admiration  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  to  ex- 
press agreement  with  his  opinions,  without 
reflecting  on  other  members  of  the  Ministry, 
or  without  derogating  from  the  self-respect  of 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  took  the  trouble  to  review  the 
legislation  of  this  session,  and  he  did  so  in  a 
manner  which,  from  his  point  of  view,  brought 
great  credit  to  his  Government.  He  said  that, 
although  it  had  been  a  peculiar  session,  it  was 
one  that  reflected  great  credit  on  the  Govern- 
ment in  respect  of  the  legislation  which  had 
taken  place.  I  say  this  :  It  is  a  session  that  re- 
flects credit  on  the  House  as  a  whole  for  having 
<Lone  considerable  public  good;  but  it  has 
been  done  in  spite  of  the  Government,  rather 
^ihan  in  consequence  of  any  action  of  theirs. 


The  Government  have  acted  as  an  administra- 
tive body,  and  they  have  followed  fairly  the 
direction  of  this  House.  They  have  resisted 
occasionally,  but  have  always  had  to  give  in. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  mining 
laws  had  been  improved,  and  that  the  gold 
duty  had  been  reduced.  The  Gold  Duty  Bill 
was  thrown  out  twice  by  the  other  House. 
He  told  us  that  the  Midland  Railway  Bill  was 
a  great  thing.  If  what  the  Premier  said  about 
the  Midland  Railway  is  to  be  depended  upon,  I 
am  sorry  for  the  Alidland  Railway.  The  Pre- 
mier has  told  us,  in  effect,  that  he  has  little 
expectation  of  that  project  coming  to  anything. 
The  Tzeasurer  also  said  that  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  Bill  was  a  thing  to  be 
proud  of.  The  Government  have  stripped  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan  of  a  great 
portion  of  its  proceeds;  they  have  misappro- 
priated the  North  Island  Railway  Loan.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  tell  us  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  make  local 
industries  successful  had  failed  because  the 
Customs  duties  were  not  treated  as  the  Go- 
vernment desired.  The  reason  whv  the  in- 
dustries of  the  country  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful is  that  our  Customs  duties  are  too  high. 
The  efforts  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
make  out  the  success  of  the  Ministry  have 
been  unsuccessful,  and  I  say  their  conduct  of 
affairs  in  this  House  has  been  an  entire  failure. 
They  have  been  successful  in  their  administra- 
tion, because  they  have  able  officers  to  serve 
them,  and  because  the  colony  is  one  of  the 
easiest  to  govern,  and  because  there  are  one 
or  two  right  minds  in  the  Ministry  which  have 
withstood  the  evils  which  others  would  have 
forced  upon  them.  As  to  the  management  of 
business  in  this  House,  I  have  never  seen  worse 
leadership.  There  has  never  been  a  session 
where  the  people  of  the  colony  have  been  so 
startlingly  awakened  to  the  defects  of  ad- 
ministration, or  one  after  which  the  public  will 
arise  more  actively  to  demand  a  reform  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  must  say  that  I  have  been 
infinitely  disappointed  this  evening  with  the 
speeches  that  came  from  the  Government 
benches.  I  think  they  are  the  weakest  speeches 
that  ever  came  from  those  benches  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind.  Of  course  it  is  not  for 
me  to  fool  disappointment  at  their  weakness, 
but  I  do  feel  a  sense  of  sorrow  at  the  falling-off 
which  appears  in  the  intellectual  capacity  of 
the  occupants  of  those  benches,  and  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  make  a  better  show 
of  defence  than  they  have  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  Then,  the  Premier  in  his 
speech  did  not  soar  into  his  wonted  eloquence. 
I  may  say  that,  after  the  examples  we  have 
had  on  a  few  recent  occasions,  I  shall  always 
in  future  feel  a  little  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  honourable  member  when  he  does  soar 
into  those  flights  of  earnest  eloquence  which, 
whether  we  believe  in  them  or  not,  we  must 
all  very  much  admire  as  a  work  of  art.  But 
on  the  present  occasion  it  was  perfectly 
evident  that  he  was  striving  to  reach  that 
height  of  eloquence,  but  that  the  badness  o£ 
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tbo  cfifeo  abftobitoly  prevented  it.     He  did  not 
become    ro    clorjuoiit    as    is    his    wont.     The 
honourable  Rtnilcinan  regretted— and  I  must 
jom  in-tlie  rigret- that  proper  party-lines  are 
diHappearniK  in  this  House,  and  that  measures 
coulil  not  bo  considered  in  a  proper  manner; 
and   ho  said   tluit,  no  doubt,  as  long  as  we 
were  a  great  Hoard  of  Works  that  circumstance 
would  pnvont   nica.surcs   being  considered  as 
thoy   sliuuld    be   considered;    tliat   party-lines 
were  hi-hly    desirable,  and    ho    hoped  to  see 
us   revert   to   them   on   the   disappearance   of 
the  loans  which  impose  on  us  the  functions  of 
a  iJoard  of  Works.     I  agree  with  that  very  well 
indeed  ;  but  I  cannot  forgot  tiiat  there  has  been 
scarcely  any  one  more  responsible  of  late  years 
for  tills    destructix^n  of    party-lines   than   the 
Premier  himself.     Why,  lei  Inm  go  back  to  the 
time  — it  is  aj^es  ago  now,  but,  after  all,  it  is 
only  1881— when  he  endeavoured  to  form  his 
present    (iovernment.      The    present    Govern- 
ment was  formed,  in  the  first  place,  in  viola- 
tion of  all  party-lines,  by  a  conjunction  of  the 
most  opposite   elements  in    this   House;    and 
MO  thoroughly  disgusted  was   this  House  with 
that  action   that  thoy  a])solutely  turned    out 
that  (government  without  courtesy  and  with- 
out mercy  after  they  had  been  in  office  a  few 
davs. 

Sir  U.  STOUT.— And   the  next  one  a   few 
hours. 

Mr    BRYCE.  — The   honourable  member 
must  know— and  I  admit  at  once  Llie  point  of 
the   reu:ark  lie  has  made— that  substantially 
the    pr.  sent   Government   was    formed    after 
waiils  precisely,   or   practioallv,  on  the   same 
lines   as  that  (ioveniment  that  had   been  re- 
jectcd    by   the    largest  majority  of  the  House 
that    ever    ousted   a   Mmistrv   in    Kew    Zea- 
land.    How  can  lie  deprecate 'the  disregarding 
of  party-lines,  when  he  himself  is  a  party  to 
this    great    political     crime?      H    I    go    now 
to   the  utterances  of  the  Treasurer,  I  notice, 
first,    that    the    honourable    gentleman    com-' 
plained    very   much   of   being  misrepresented. 
He  said  the  honourable  member  for  Kginont 
knew    perfectly   well    the  value  of  insistance, 
and  that   he   had   insisted,  and   misled  public 
opinion  by  insistance  ;  and    he  instanced   the 
groat  case  of  the  I^Ieiggs  proposal.     Well,  now, 
it  is  curious  how  very  much  explanation  the 
proposals  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  do  require. 
Notwitlistanding   all    his   explanation  he  does 
not  appear  to    bo   ablo    to   make  members  of 
this  House  understand   the  matter  which  ho 
trios   to   explain— which,   in    a   gentleman  of 
his  surpassing  ability,  is  surpassingly  strange. 
In  reference   to    this    Meig•,^s  i)roposal,  was  it 
not  evident  that   his  warmest  supporters  had 
abandoned  him,  and  that,  so  far  from   being 
ablo   to   convince   the   Opposition  that  it  was 
an   appropriate   and    just   proposal   in    favour 
of    the  interests  of   the  colony,  he  failed   en- 
tirely to  convince   a  great   many   of   his  own 
supporters?      Tiiat   wiis   a  matter  of   perfect 
notoriety;   and  I  must  sav,  if  I  may  be  per- 
mitted for  once  to  use  a  word  which  "is  always 
on  the  lips  of  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self,  that    to    pretend    otherwise   shows   very 
Mr.  Bryce 


great  audacity  indeed.     Well,  thii  a 
only  matter  that  the    honoanl^  ^^ 

states  ho  finds  a  difficulty  in  einksa 

rather,  his  intentions   as  to  wbicT^i™ 

misrepresented,  in   spite    of  his  opboS 

Now,    I   would   refer    for   a  momS-Tr 

understand    that   in   diseasing  tis  SOi 

have  great  latitude— to   his  aeticai  ii  ai 

ence   to   the   schedule    of   the  Lo»aBZ,ii 

how  utterly  he  failed,  whether  laiis^gta 

or   accidentally,   to    convey   his  zoaKia  i 

the  House.      Why,  I  shall  remembeai* 

as  I  remember  anything  in  this  Hcaaas 

his  own  friends— one   of    his  own  wans  a. 

porters,  a  gentleman  who  was  recogEkdi 

such   m    the   words  the   Treasurer  uaat- 

asking  a  question  frankly  and  openlr  oa 

rently,  to  bo  satisfied  on   a  par^cakr'^ 

and    the   honourable  gentleman  KESsiied: 

satisfy    him,   leaving  a   wrong   imHesas  a 

his  mind   at    the    time.      At    any  nk,  ik 

was  cvKkntly  the  opinion  of  the  bsscaa 

member  for  Bruce.     If  that  kindcrfthissw 

on,  It  18  no  wonder  indeed  that  manyeiptffii. 

tions  are  required  from  honourabie  geot^sa 

and  til  at  these  explanations  fail  to  eoEfaa 

the  public  of  the  integrity  of  his  aetioiL  ksL 

if  I  turn  now  from  the  Treasurer  to  thf  ?h- 

mier,  and  refer  to  the  recent  accioa  ca  tk 

liepresentation  Bill,  shall  we  notsaythii^ 

also  requires  a  great  deal  of  explan&tiac lai 

may  wc  not  add  that  that  explanation  ¥iE li 

satisfy  the  public  of  the  integrity  of  the  Ease 

proposed    to   be   explained  ?     ReferriE?  a^ 

to  the  member  for  Bruce,  who  coald  bdc**- 

serving  the  by-play  between  the  Premier  oi 

that  member?     The  member  for  Brae*  k^ 

made  certain   promises,  or    imphed  pnsasi 

apparentiv,  to  his  constituents,  and  he  cM 

upon  the  Premier,  when  he  was  proposing ;fl 

Bill,  to  justify  him  (Mr.  Reid)  in  opposo^fe 

Sir  U.  STOUT,— Can  the  honounbJe  mss- 
ber  refer  to  a  previous  debate  *> 

Mr.  SPKAKER.— The  debate  on  theAppcs- 
priation  Bill  being  made  use  of  as  a  m^sBii 
revieuina  the  work  of  the  session,  IdidE* 
feel  eailtd  upon  to  interpose.  Beside*,  tee 
honourable  member  has  not  referred  w  «r 
particular  words  that  were  made  use  of  a i 
previous  debate. 

Mr.  BHYCE.— It  was  a  piece  of  hi-^] 
tluU  was  not  calculated  to  cause  the  m 
ccrity  of  the  Premier  to  rise  in  the  cstimaB® 
of  ihis  House.  The  honourable  member  fe 
Bruce  said,  '*  I  did  say  so-and-so*  and  wbi 
action  will  you  take  in  reference  to  awiWB 
contingency?"  And  then  he  sat  down.  Tm 
up  rose  the  Premier  and  answered  hisquestia. 
Again  he  put  another  question  of  asomewfetf 
similar  character;  and  again  up  rose  the  P^ 
nuer,  always  with  a  view  to  affording  the  mefr 
her  for  Bruce  an  excuse  for  voting  against  tie 
Bil  that  he  was  then  proposing  in  theHoase. 
1  shall  be  glad-and  the  Premier  mav,  if  ie 
chooses  to  reply,  tell  me  that  I  am'nttalT 
mistaken  in  this— to  find  that  I  haw  doB 
him  a  gross  injustice,  and  that  mv  suspicion  ii 
absolutely  without  foundation.  I  shall  be  ii»- 
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luiely  pleased  if  the  Premier  is  able  to  say 
that ;  but  that  is  the  way  it  impresses  me. 
Then  tiie  Treasurer  spoke  of  the  exceedingly 
meritorious  character  of  the  legislation  of  the 
present  session.    The  honourable  gentleman  is 
an  original  man;  and,  if  he  means  that  the 
character  of  the  legislation  of  the  session  is 
meritorious  in  respect  to  its  originality,  I  admit 
the  claim  at  once,  for  no  such  specimen  of 
originality  has  ever  appeared  in  this  House 
before.    He  referred  to  the  Midland  Bailway 
Bin,  I  suppose,  as  a  specimen  of  superior  legis- 
lation in  the  manner  and  form  of  its  character. 
Was  ever  such  a  specimen  of  legislation  seen 
in  this  world  before — not  to  say  New  Zealand, 
but  in  this  world  before?    Why,  bless  met 
there  is  absolutely  correspondence  introduced 
into  it,  to  which  correspondence  is  given  the 
full  force  of  law.    If  that  is  not  a  kind  of 
legislation  calculated  to  produce  a  condition 
of  affairs  to  which  the  lawyers  can  apply  them- 
selves in  the  future,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  kind  of  legislation  could  do 
it.      Can  the  honourable  gentleman  cite  an 
instance  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  the 
world— -I  do  not  say  of  this  country — in  which 
such  correspondence  as  that  is  introduced  as 
the  embodiment  of  a  Bill  ?    I  believe  he  could 
not.    And,  so  far  from  the  Treasurer  being  able 
to  boast  of  the  character  of  the  legislation  in 
this  House  during  the  present  session,  !ie  should 
sink  down  and  apologize  for  the  thing  in  sack- 
cloth and  ashes.    That  is  a  matter  of  amuse- 
ment to  the  Premier.    The  whole  character  of 
the  legislation  of  this  session,  of  which  I  may 
say  a  word  or  two  more,  is  of  a  slipshod  kind. 
And  now  I  may  refer  to  a  point  that  has  been 
referred  to  before,  but  which  I  may  refer  to 
myself.    What   shall    we   say  of    the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  editions  of  Bills  that  we  have 
seen  from  these  honourable  gentlemen,  and  the 
character  of  the  legislation  which  is  carried 
on  by  means  of  Supplementary  Order  Papers  ? 
It   sets  aside   all  constitutional   principles  of 
legislation  ;  it  sets  aside  the  spirit,  if  not  the 
letter,  of  our  Standing  Orders.    I  am  making  no 
imputation  against  you,  Sir,  but  I  say  it  violates 
the  snirit  of  our  Standing  Orders,  which  require 
that  Bills  shall  be  introduced,  read  a  first  and 
Bb  second  time,  and  so  on.    If  they  are  intro- 
cluoed  in  this  way  in  Supplementary  Order 
Papers,   and   if    those    Supplementary  Order 
Pa,per8  differ  materially  from  the  Bills  originally 
introduced,  then  we  are  violating  all  consti- 
tutional principles  in  regard  to  legislation. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Can  you  name  one  that 
lifif ers  in  that  way  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE.  — There  was  one  which  I 
>ointed  out  at  the  time  it  was  introduced  on 
lie  Supplementary  Order  Paper.  The  honour- 
.l>le  gentleman  knows  that  I  have  not  got  the 
$ills  before  me,  and,  lawyer-like,  he  asks  me  to 
ite  an  instance  ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  I 
onld  quote  them,  not  singly,  but  by  the  half- 
ozen.  And  that  is  the  character  of  the  legis- 
it^ion  for  which  the  Treasurer  takes  so  much 
•9^dos.  I  say  such  legislation  is  disgraceful  to 
bie  Government  which  is  responsible  for  it,  and, 
!  IL  might  venture  to  say  so,  it  almost  oasts  dis- 


grace on  the  House  itself.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  I  should  say  something  about  the 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill ;  and  surely, 
if  the  Premier  wishes  me  to  mention  an  in- 
stance, I  might  mention  that ;  but  I  will  not 
mention  it,  because  I  think  we  have  had 
enough  about  that  already.  However,  sinoa 
the  Premier  is  so  pressing,  I  will  mention  one 
thing,  which  happened  in  1884. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — I  was  speaking  of  this 
session. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Exactly:  1884  is  a^es  ago, 
and  we  have  forgotten  all  our  experiences  of 
then.  In  1884  there  was  a  case  somewhat 
kindred  to  the  Owhaoko  case  of  this  session— 
a  case  in  which  it  was  supposed  the  Native 
Land  Court  had  made  a  mistake  and  granted 
the  Little  Barrier  Island  to  the  wrong  people. 
As  the  Premier  is  so  anxious  about  the  matter, 
I  will  tell  the  House  all  about  that  case.  It 
came  up  shortly  after  the  Premier  had  taken 
office.  The  case  had  been  settled  in  Court 
before  then  ;  but  one  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's colleagues,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  who 
was  solicitor  to  the  people  who  required  a  re- 
hearing, had  applied  to  me  repeatedly  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bill  authorizing  a  rehearing. 

Mr.  TOLE. — I  never  asked  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  introduce  that  into  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill.  The  honourable 
gentleman  did  it  himself,  and  granted  the  re- 
hearing. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— No.  Two  weeks  before  I  went 
out  of  office  the  present  Minister  of  Justice 
waited  on  me  and  asked  me  if  a  Bill  could  be 
introduced  dealing  with  this  case,  and  if  pro* 
vision  could  not  be  inserted  in  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill  granting  another 
rehearing. 

Mr.  TOLE.— No. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Well,  it  is  my  word  against 
the  honourable  member's,  and  I  will  leave  it 
there.  Now,  I  want  to  know  who  asked  the 
Premier  for  a  rehearing  in  the  Little  Barrier 
case.    I  do  not  know. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— A  petition  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  proceed  ?  There  was  no  Bill 
introduced  specifically  dealing  with  this  case, 
and  when  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Bill  of  1884  was  introduced  it  was  read  a  first 
and  a  second  time  without  any  reference  to 
this  case  in  it. 

Mr.  TOLE.— That  is  what  the  honourabls 
f^rentleman  did  himself  before,  in  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  in  the  last  days  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Two  blacks  do  not  make  one 
white. 

Mr.  TOLE. — But  you  are  doing  us  a  very 
great  injustice. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Pray  let  me  go  on.  The 
Premier  has  insisted  on  my  giving  a  case,  and 
I  am  doing  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Go  on.  I  should  like  to 
hear  the  whole  case. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— A  Bill  to  grant  a  rehearing 
in  the  Little  Barrier  case  was  not  specifically 
introduced  by  leave  of  the  House  and  read  a 
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first  time  Rpccifirally  and  a  Kpcond  time.  WTiat  ■ 
happened  was  this:  Tlu?  S|>ecial  Powers  and 
Contracts  Hill  was  intrtxluccd  and  read  a  first 
and  aRicond  time  without  tiiis  case  being  in  it» 
and  then  whilst  it  was  m  Committee  the  Pre- 
mier 8lipp<d  this  clause  into  the  schedule  of 
the  Bill  without  anv  notice  whatever.  , 

SirR.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  BUYCE. — I  remember  it  distinctly, 
because  I  asked  a  question  about  it  at  the  time. 
I  said  that,  if  the  Premier  was  to  bo  responsible 
for  that  sort  of  thing  at  that  sta;;e  of  the 
session,  I  did  not  fe'^1  it  of  any  use  to  say  any 
more  about  it ;  but  I  pointed  tlie  matter  out. 
The  honourable  gentleman  challenged  me  to 
give  an  mstance  where  the  Standing  Orders  as 
to  the  introduction  of  Bills  had  been  violated  by  ^ 
the  Government,  and  when  1  spoke  of  18S4  he 
said,  "Oh!  tlie  present  session."  Well,  I  have 
not  given  him  one  of  this  session,  although 
I  could  name  half  a  dozen,  but  I  have  given 
him  one  of  1H84  which  is,  at  any  rate,  pretty 
conclusive  as  showing  the  character  of  the 
legislation  for  which  tlie  Treasurer  takes  so 
much  credit.  But  I  say  that,  if  we  get  into 
the  way  of  running  through  legislation  in  this  ' 
slipshod  and  irrcuular  uutniuT,  wo  shall  have 
ultimately  to  sutler  for  it.  1  followed  the  Trea-  ' 
surer  through  his  speech  and  ma<U.'  notes  of  it,  . 
but  1  am  nc^t  going  into  them.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  point  which  has  been  raised  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  which  I  should  like  not  i 
to  controvert  exactly,  but,  rather,  to  express  an 
opinion  upon.  Ho  says  that  the  honourable  \ 
member  for  Egmont  has  been  constantly  I 
throughout  the  session  endeavouring  to  show  | 
his  willingness  to  go  over  to  the  Premier,  if 
only  the  Premier  would  have  him.  Does  the 
Treasurer  really  think  that  such  an  imputation 
as  that  is  worthy  of  his  own  intelligence? 
Does  he  not  know  that  even*  conceivable  and 
reasonable  circumstance  is  against  any  such 
suggestion  ?  He  must  know  it.  1  do  not  want 
to  insult  his  intelligence  by  supposing  that  he 
believes  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I  would 
rather  suppose  that  he  was  trying  to  make  a 
point — a  very  weak  point — against  an  oppo- 
nent, knowing  that  there  is  not  much  in  it. 
I  should  be  insulting  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  and  I  should  be  insulting  the  in- 
telligence of  the  House,  if  1  were  to  refute  this 
suggestion  in  anything  like  an  argumentative 
manner.  Every  member  of  the  House  knows 
that  such  an  idea  is  utterly  absurd.  The 
honoumble  member  may,  indeed,  quote  from 
newspapers,  and  tell  us  tliat  the  Lyttclion 
Times — certainly,  according  to  him,  the  best 
newspaper  in  the  colony — has  this  opinion  or 
the  otiier  opinion,  and  then  bo  prepared  to 
indorse  it.  He  may  say  the  same  of  t  tie  Evcnin/j 
Post  of  this  city,  and  he  may  say  the  same  of 
an  Auckland  journal  for  which  he  is  supposed 
to  have  a  great  alTection  ;  but  is  there  not  such 
a  thing  as  creating  a  rumour  for  the  purpose  of 
repeating  it  ?  H  the  suspicion  which  exists  in 
fiome  quarters  is  right,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  at  all  above  creating  rumours  of  this 
kind  in  the  very  papers  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred, and  then,  wiien  ho  quotes  tliese  rumours 
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which  are  supposed  to  be  somehow  bbb^ 
he  talks  also  of  the  high  character  od  th£|R 
Why,  it  is  above  or  below  argument — I  lsa«i  i 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  whkk  i 
I  might  use  an  Americanism  I  wooMssrai 
altogether  "  too  thin  "  for  argument.  I  a^g 
number  of  notes  of  the  S7>eech  of  the  Psesse 
in  which  he  defended  his  Government  tres^ 
scandals  which  are  afioat,  and  other  malses, 
but  in  reading  through  my  notes  I  declsRite 
every  one  of  them  shows  that  each  paid  a 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  dwelt  pmssk 
more  or  less  of  a  character  whicK  ii  ti» 
honourable  gentleman  were  not  Prpy^.  I 
should  say  was  a  quibble.  Therefore,  at  ;^li^ 
period  of  the  session,  and  at  this  l&te  hC'ix.I^ 
not  think  I  need  sav  anvthing  more. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  just  say  onewri 
with  regard  to  the  Little  Barrier  case.  I  tost 
it  is  scarcely  fair  that  in  criticising  the  ]£^ 
lation  of  the  session  of  18^B6  the  honossik 
gentleman  should  drag  in  what  took  i^m 
in  1884.  The  position  was  this:  th^t  th 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  without  bftva| 
given  notice  to  those  interested,  had  inserted  i 
clause  in  the  Bill  ordering  a  rehearin:^  oi  Hi 
title  to  this  Little  Barrier  Island.  That  w3 
be  seen  in  paragraph  14  of  the  first  oclasa 
of  the  schedule  to  the  Special  Powers  ui 
Contracts  Act.  The  Native  name  (A  ^ 
land  is  **  Hauturu."  And  the  Native  pecfk 
then  petitioned  this  House  for  anotisti  bb- 
hearing,  and  the  name  was  changed.  Ife 
matter  was  sent  to  the  Wc^te  Lands  Comiss- 
tee,  which  inserted  it  in  the  Special  Pb«a 
and  Contract  Bill  after  the  whole  matter  hi. 
been  fought  out  and  the  whole  circumstaBfisi 
inquired  into,  and  the  request  for  a  rehearaf 
was  granted :  so  that  what  was  done  in  si« 
House  was  exactly  the  same  as  what  had  bea 
done  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himseif  m 
1883. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— Sir,  I  am  vaj 
sorry  indeed  if  I  have  been  the  cause  of  ^ 
debate  being  prolonged.  I  do  not  wish  to 
speak  either  for  or  against  the  GovemmeBt  J 
may  say  that  last  session  the  Premier  aud 
that  the  leaders  only  spoke  on  these  occ&siass. 
I  am  sorry  that  has  not  been  followed  cm  dfiJ 
occasion ;  but  certainly  honourable  membeo 
have  spoken  who  are  not  leaders;  and  I  ^nk 
to  make  one  pomt,  and  one  only.  I  tliintits 
only  fair  and  just  to  m>-self,  to  my  constituency, 
and  to  the  part  of  the  colony  I  come  frcsa, 
that  I  should  put  this  on  record.  I  ctms^ 
that  a  very  serious  mistake  has  been  wade 
in  the  estimates.  I  am  not  going  to  say  haft 
this  mistake  occurred ;  but  it  was  a  missate 
that  any  business  man  would  not  make.  The 
North  Island  at  the  present  time  is  veiy 
much  dependent  upon  the  success  with  which 
the  Native  lands  are  dealt  with.  We  haw  a 
vast  area  of  those  lands  unopened — som^hJBg 
like  ten  millions  of  acres;  and  upon  the  5a^ 
cessful  opening  of  these  lands  for  the  neitfm 
or  two  depends  the  future  success  of  the  Nortk 
Island ;  and,  of  course,  the  success  of  the  Korth 
Island  will  reflect  upon  the  whole  colony. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  took  credit  for  paaspf 
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be  Native  Lands  Act ;  and  I  give  the  Govem- 
lent  credit  for  that  Act  so  far  as  it  goes.  It 
ives  the  Govemment  the  pre-emptive  right ; 
nd  I  do  not  object  to  that — in  that  respect 
b  meets  my  views ;  bat  the  point  I  take  excep- 
Lon  to  is  this :  that  no  provision  is  made  for 
>nrchusing  the  Native  lands,  and  nothing  like 
.  sufficient  sum  has  been  put  upon  the  esti- 
oates  for  that  purpose  to  meet  the  require- 
aents  of  settlement.  The  Gk>vernment,  in 
iealing  with  that  Act,  will,  in  almost  every 
DStance,  have  to  purchase  the  land  themselves. 
?he  Natives  will  not  come  under  the  Crown- 
ands  proposals  of  the  Act,  but  will  be  anxious 

0  sell  the  land  for  the  purpose.  We  have  bor- 
owed  money  for  two  years,  and  I  do  not  see 
LOW  the  Govemment  are  going  to  purchase  the 
and,  which  will  be  offered  in  enormous  areas, 
't  may  be  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  medi- 
ates making  the  Natives  themselves  the  per- 
aanent  owners  of  the  land — the  landlords ;  but 
;  hold  that  the  true  prosperity  of  the  North 
lepends  upon  the  speedy  settlement  of  these 
GUids,  and  especially  of  the  better  portion  of 
hem,  and  we  have  no  adequate  sum  on  the 
istimates  to  buy  the  land.  What  I  wanted  to 
ay  was  that  this  was  the  one  blot  on  the  esti- 
Ofttes.  The  Government  will  find  out  that 
hey  have  taken  away  the  power  of  private 
apital  to  utilize  the  land.  There  has  been 
»  continuous  flow  of  private  capital  towards 
he  purchase  of  the  land;  but  that  has  been 
topped,  and  the  Government  have  not  provided 
i  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  the  land.  That 
B  the  point  I  wanted  to  bring  out.  It  is 
k  serious  matter,  and  one  that  will  retard  the 
ettlement  of  the  North  Island.  I  look  upon 
his  question  as  an  ordinary  busmess  man. 
!  do  noc  speak  as  one  of  the  shining  lights  of 
K>litics,  but  look  at  it  from  a  merely  business 
K>int  of  view ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  better 
f  all  politics  were  looked  at  in  that  light.  I 
io  not  believe  in  the  recriminations  that  have 
aken  place  between  the  great  leaders  of  parties ; 
»at,  looking  at  this  matter  from  a  business 
oint  of  view,  I  say  that,  unless  some  provision 

1  made  for  this,  and  that  speedily,  we  shall 
ind  stagnation  taking  place  in  dealing  with 
Native  lands  in  the  North;  and  settlement 
here,  and  the  advancement  of  the  colony  as  a 
rhole,  will  be  retarded.  If  it  is  expected  that 
he  Natives  will  bring  their  lands  to  be  sold 
hrough  the  Government  under  the  Crown- 
uids  system  the  Government  will  be  disap- 
ointed.  I  do  not  believe  that  will  be  done ; 
ut  I  believe  the  Govemment  will  have  ample 
pportunities  of  purchasing  this  land.  What  I 
omplain  of  is  that  no  adequate  provision  has 
een  made  for  this  purchase ;  for  I  believe  a 
lillion  acres  might  be  purchased.    I  am  sorry 

have  felt  compelled  to  speak  on  this  ques- 
ion.  Not  being  a  leader  in  the  House,  nor 
oping  to  be  one,  it  really  does  not  matter  to 
le  who  sit  on  those  benches  so  long  as  they 
dminister  the  affairs  of  the  country  well ;  but 

think  it  may  perhaps  be  better  if,  in  the 
iture,  on  these  Appropriation  Bill  debates  we 
ave  a  fixed  understanding  as  to  who  should 
peak  and  who  should  not. 


Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  can  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  that  it  always 
gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  listen  to  him. 
I  will  not  answer  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara,  because  I  think  that,  for  a  gentle- 
man who  professes  to  be  a  teacher  on  the  sub- 
ject of  taste,  he  has  not  exhibited  very  good 
taste  when  he  refused  to  be  bound  by  an  ar- 
rangement made  during  the  day  with  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  BBYGE. — I  know  of  no  arrangement. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  was  that  the  disoussiou 
should  be  taken  on  the  third  reading. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Surely  that  did  not 
prevent  any  one  from  speaking  afterwards. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  arrangement  was,  I  bd« 
lieve,  that  the  discussion  was  to  take  place  on 
the  third  reading ;  but,  whether  there  was  such 
an  arrangement  or  not,  I  protest  against  the 
practice  which  has  grown  up  in  this  House,  by 
which  all  the  traditional  regulations  as  to  the 
course  of  debates  are  absolutely  made  waste- 
paper.  The  intention  of  the  Standing  Orders 
in  this  matter  is  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  charge  of  a  Bill,  after  the  debate 
has  token  plaoe,  should  have  the  right  of  reply ; 
but  we  have  got  into  a  system  by  which,  after 
an  honourable  member  has  replied,  the  whole 
of  the  debate  is  liable  to  be  repeated  on  a 
new  motion,  instead  of  the  new  motion  being 
kept  distinct  from  the  previous  discussion. 
Therefore  I  shall  not  follow  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  in  his  remarks  beyond 
saying  that  I  think,  if  the  legislation  has  been 
so  disgraceful  during  the  session,  it  would  have 
been  well  for  him  if  he  had  taken  the  opinion  of 
the  House  upon  some  occasion  and  ascertained 
whether  honourable  members,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  himself. 
As  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  I  shall  not  reply  to  them ;  but  I 
shall  place  upon  record  that  I  do  not  consider 
that  he  has  correctly  represented  what  I  said. 
Making  every  allowance,  notwithstanding  all 
his  expressions  against  Protection,  I  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself  very  badly  needed  protection.  I  think 
he  will  find  it  undesirable  to  enter  into  a  large 
financial  discussion  after  the  usual  dinner  ad- 
journment. 

Bill  passed. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.  —  I  move,  That  this  House 
adjourn  until  half-past  four  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— Would  you  not  make 
it  half-past  two,  so  that  my  resolutions  might 
come  on  ?  It  will  be  very  much  to  be  regretted 
if  these  resolutions  are  not  considered. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  18th  Aiigusi,  1886. 


ProrogatioD. 


The  Council  met  at  half-past  four  o*clock  p.m.. 
The  Acting -Clerk   informed  the  Council 
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that  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  was  unavoidably 
•bftont. 

The  Hon.  Gaptain  Baillir,  Chairman  of 
Committees,  thereupon  took  the  chair. 

Pbayebs. 

PROROGATION. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER  ac- 
quaintod  tlio  Council  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  had  been  ploasrd  to  issue  a  Commis- 
sion to  certain  honounible  members  for  pro- 
IDpuin2f  the  General  A«is«'inblv. 

Thr»»e  of  the  (\)mniisM<mers,  the  Hon.  Wir- 
I.IAU  Doi'di.AS  Hai.l  Baiu.ik,  tho  Hon.  Patuick 
Alphon^th  iircKLEY,  and  the  Hon.  William 
HiiNTKR  Hkynolds,  havinj»  seated  themselves 
upon  tho  dais,  comniaiuied  tho  Acting-Clerk  of 
the  Council  to  K'g:.ify  to  tho  House  of  Hopre- 
•entatives  that  tho  Commissioners  desired  their 
immediate  attendance  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil Chamber  to  hear  the  Commission  read. 

Tho  Si'KAKrn  of  the  HorsK  of  Rki'Rksf.xta- 
TIVES,  accompanied  by  honourable  members, 
attended. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER  said,— 

HONOl'IUnLE    Mk.MIJKIIS    of    the    LnniSLATIVE 

Council,  and  Genilemkn  of  the  House  of 
Rei'Khsentatives. — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  not  thinking 
fit  to  be  personally  present  here  this  day,  has 
been  pleased  to  cause  a  Commi.ssion  to  be  issued, 
under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  ai^pointing certain 
honourable  members  to  be  Commissioners  for 
proroguing  the  General  Assembly;  which  Com- 
mission you  will  now  hear  read. 

Then  the  said  Commission  was  read  by  the 
Actino-Clerk,  and  is  as  follows  : — 
Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  (lod,  of  the  United 
Kingdom    of   Great   Britain   and    Ireland 
Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith  : 
To  the  Honourable  Sir  William  Fitz- 
hi:rbeut,   Knight  Commander  of  our 
^lost    Distinguished   Order    of    Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George,  Speaker  of 
our  Legislative  Council  of  our  Colony 
of     New    Zealand;     the    Honourable 
Patrick    Alimh)Nsu8    Buckley  ;    the 
Honourable  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker, 
Knight  Cjmmander  of  our  Most  Dis- 
tinguishoA  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and 
Saint  Gorge;    the  Honourable  Wil- 
liam   Hunter    Reynolds;    and    the 
Honourable  William  Dougi^s  Hall 
Baillie,   also    members   of  our  said 
Council, — 
Greeting : 
Whereas  the  General  A^^sembly  of  our  Colony 
of    New    Zealand   was   be^^un    and    holden    at 
the  Parliament  Houses,  in  Molcsworth  Street, 
in  the  City  of  Wollingtin,  on  Thursday,  the 
thirteenth  day  of  ^lay  last,  and  is  there  now 
holden :     Now  know  ye  that,  for  certain  causes 
and  considerations,  we  have  thought  Tit  to  pro- 
rogue tlie  said  (ieneral  Assemblv  ;  and  there- 
fore  we,  contiding   in   your  fidelity    and    dis- 
cretion,   have    assigned    and    appointed    you, 
the    said     Sir    Wilham    Fitzherbert,    Patrick 
Alphonsus   Buckley,  Sir   Frederick   Whitaker, 


William  Hunter  Beynolds,  a^nd  VTiHisalks^ 
las  Hall  Baillie,  our  Comiuissioners,  gnufi^ 
yon,  or  any  two  of   von,    by    vixtue  d  laiat 
presents,    full  power  'and     aotbority,  m  mr  i 
name  and  in  the  name  of  our  GoTetBoraf  es 
said  Colony  of  New  ZeaJand,    to  profcgaea^ 
continue  the  General   Assembly    of  ata  mH 
colony,   at  the    said    ParliaLm<?nc    Hoibb.  3 
Wellington   aforesaid,    from     Wednesdmy,  te 
eighteenth  day  of  August    inst&nt,   nn^  lai 
unto  Thursday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  Dcce^s: 
one   thousand  eight  hundn^d    and   eigiitv^x. 
there  and  then  to   be   holden   and  «::  tai 
therefore   we    command     that    tou  diiif«ii7 
attend  the  premises  and  eHectualiy  fain!  tks 
in   manner   aforesaid ;    commanding   a2i  ud 
singular    the    members    of    tli«'    said  Clonal 
Assembly,  and  all  whom  it  concerns,  that  Uset 
meet  in  the  said  Assembly  by  virtue  oi  these 
presents,   and  that    they   observe,    obey,  lad 
assist  you  in  executing  the  premises  asthq 
ought. 

In  testimony  whereof  wc  have  caaf^  ccr 
letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  ^^  cf  ner 
said  colony  to  be  hereunto  fixed. 

Witness  the  hand  of  our  trusty  and  tp^i^I 
beloved  Sir  William  FaAycis  Dsr?- 
MOND  Jervois,  Lieutetant-Trfoerk' 
in  our  Army,  Knight  Grand  Crjki 
of  our  Most  Distiiiis^ished  Ordtir  st 
Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Gf^rs^, 
Companion  of  our  Most  HonooEki':! 
Order  of  the  Bivtli,  Governor  iini 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  f'^er 
our  Colony  of  New  Zealand  &l>1  ^5 
Dependencies,  and  Vice-Admirs  -s 
the  same,  at  the  Govommtns  Hosa 
at  W'ellington.  this  eighteenth  ii' 
of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lsri 
one  thousand  eight  hnndrfd  arJ 
eighty-six,  and  in  the  fiftieth  yeai 
of  our  reign. 

\Vm.  F.  Drujoioxd  jERvnrs. 
By  His  Excellency's  command. 
P.  A.  Buckley. 
The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKER  then  Niid, 
— By  virtue  of  His  Excel lencj-'s  Comnji>>^n, 
under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  to  us  dire cteii,  and 
read,  we  do,  in  His  Excellency's  name  ania 
obedience  to  his  command,  prorogue  the  Giae- 
ral  Assembly  to  Thursday,  the  IGth  day  of  l>t- 
cember   next ;    and   the   General   Assemblr  is 
prorogued  accordingly  to  Thursday,  the  ICiii 
day  of  December  next. 


HOUSE   OF    KEPRESENTATIMIS. 

Wednesday,  ISth  Aumist,  1666. 

Appropriation  Bills— Business  of  the  Seasion-Go- 
vernmeut  Printing  Office— Old  Soldiere"  ClAiiw 
—  TaxiuR  Church  Pro:»erty  —  Cattle  kill«i  « 
liaihvH)  —  Keooss  Hou^e  Conmiiit^e  — Exj<«odi- 
ture  under  Certain  Votes — Land  Grants  to  re- 
lieve Poverty— Proroc%T  ion. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  fens 
o'clock. 
Praters. 
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APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 
ICr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  to  inform  the 
imse  that  he  had  waited  in  person  on  His 
coellenoy  the  Governor  to  present  to  him 
i»  t^eo  Bills  of  Sapply,  and  His  Excellency 
id,  on  behall  of  Her  Majesty,  assented  to  the 
id  Bills. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
Ktazn  of  the  business  of  the  session : — 

3L  Sexjsct  C0MiaTTBE&— 

On  public  matters       9 

On  private  Bills 4 


STAXfTfma  COMXITTEES... 

I>itto  on  private  Bills... 


13 


11 
8 
—   14 


-8.  PuBiiic  BHiLS— 

Originated  in  the  House— 
Received  the  Boyal  assent 
Beserved  for  the  signification  of 

Her  Majestv'B  pleasare 

I>ropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 

Srottght  from  the  Council — 
Beceived  the  Boyal  assent 
Beserved  for  the  signification  of 

Her  Majesty's  pleasure 

Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 

Local  Billa— 

Introduced      

Passed  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 

tives    

Passed  and  assented  to     

BUU  otJter  than  Local  Bills  intro- 
duced by  Private  Members— 
Passed  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 

tives    

Passed  and  assented  to     

Time  devoted  to  their  considera- 
tion      

-4.  Pbtvate  Bills— 

Originated  in  the  House— 
Beceived  the  Boyal  assent 
Dropped  

Brought  from  the  Council— 
Beceived  the  Boyal  assent 
Dropped  

'  -5.  Petitions  prebbnted— 

From  Europeans        

From  Maoris      

•  -6.  Divisions— 

In  the  whole  House    

In  Committee    

7.  SiTnKOB— 

Days  of  meeting 

Hours  of  sitting  

Daily  average     

8.  Votes  and  Proceedings— 

Questions  asked  of  Ministers 
Entries  in  JoumalB    

Daily  average     

9.  Obdebs  fob  Papers    

10.  Papebs  laid  upon  the  Table— 

By  command      

In  return  to  orders     

In  return  to  addresses         

By  message        

By  Act       

By  leave 

Papers  ordered  to  be  printed 
Papers  not  ordered  to  be  printed 


27 


G5 

0 
56 
—  121 


0 

a 

—     9 

24* 

16 
16 


7 
34ih. 


S 
1 

—  4 

1 
0 

—  1 

8C4 
06 
—  4G0 


144 


65 

476 
7h.  10m. 


-1,758 
27 


HI 

55 

0 

1 

45 
30 
183 
60 
—  242 


11.  Bkpobts  from  Select  ComoTTBEs- 
From  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee      

From  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
From  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
From   the  Goldflelds  and  Mines 

Committee      

From  the  Local  Bills  Committee ... 
From  other  Committees      


*  One  declared  to  bo  a  private  Bill. 
<t  One  taken  up  and  passed  as  a  uovemment  measure. 


185 
152 
47 

10 
24 
43 
—  461 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  call  for  tenders  for  tho  new 
printing  office  immediately,  in  order  that  the 
building  may  be  finished  before  next  session  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  owing  to 
the  action  of  some  honourable  members — of 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  was  one — 
that  the  building  was  not  already  erected.  The 
Government  had  not  yet  considered  the  matter 
sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  say  when  the 
work  would  be  put  in  hand. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  since  the  honour- 
able gentleman  answered  the  question  in  that 
fashion  he  would  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  Last  year  the  Minister  called  for 
tenders  for  a  wooden  building,  but  many  per- 
sons had  thought  a  wooden  building  most  un- 
suitable for  the  purpose,  and  he  had  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  call  for  tenders  for  a 
building  of  less  inflammable  material.  Con- 
sidering the  very  many  thousands  of  pounds* 
worth  of  property  at  stake— some  of  it  could 
not  be  replaced — they  thought  it  was  exceed- 
ingly unwise  to  put  it  in  a  wooden  building. 
As  representing  tke  district,  and  believing  it  to 
be  in  the  interests  of  thp  colony,  he  had  gone  to 
the  ^linister  and  suggested  that  the  building 
should  be  erected  in  a  more  solid  material. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  there  was  not 
sufficient  money  to  build  it  in  brick,  but  that 
he  would  ask  Parliament  for  more  money.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
an  utterly  insufficient  reason  for  not  proceed- 
ing with  the  erection  of  the  building,  consider- 
ing the  urgency  of  the  need  of  it. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  thought  the  Government  had 
done  quite  right  in  not  going  on  with  the 
building.  A  great  many  works  of  the  greatest 
possible  importance  to  the  colony  had  been  put 
back  from  time  to  time  by  the  adverse  vote  of 
some  members  of  that  House,  of  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  wrong, 
in  these>  circumstances,  for  the  Government 
to  go  on  with  a  building  that  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  For  years  past  the  work  had  been 
done  very  well  in  the  present  building.  It 
rather  ought  to  be  the  aim  of  the  House  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  printing,  and  so  reduce  the 
necessity  for  a  new  building — and  the  principal 
part  of  the  printing  was  for  that  House :  it  was 
the  work  for  the  House  that  put  the  great  strain 
on  tho  Printing  Office.  He  thought  it  was  a 
very  great  mistake  to  go  on  spending  so  much 
money  in  erecting  buildings  in  Wellington,  in- 
stead of  devoting  all  the  available  funds  to 
opening  up  the  out-districts  now  neglected, 
and  enabling  people  to  settle  on  the  land. 

Mr.  BRUCE  could  not  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  BuUer.    He  had  been  a 
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member  of  tlic  Committee  which  last  year  in- 
vestigated tills  qiiL'fition  of  the  GovLmment 
Printing  Oftico,  und  he  must  say  that  he  was 
perfectly  shocktd  by  finding  that,  owing  to  the 
msanitrliT  condition  of  the  building,  a  very 
great  number  of  the  employes  of  the  Govern- 
ment \\dA  suffered  very  much  in  health :  in 
fact,  it  was  shown  most  conclusively  in  evi- 
dence that  some  had  lost  thoir  lives  through 
the  exceedingly  bad  sanitary  accommodation 
providrd  for  t)iera  to  work  in.  While  quite 
atlmiitinu;  the  need  of  doing  everj'thing  possible 
to  opin  up  the  outlying  districts  of  the  colony, 
he  thought  tlieir  first  care  should  be  to  make 
provision  for  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  health 
of  th  >s»i  they  employed  in  the  colony's  service. 
Ho  quite  agrtod  with  the  arguments  of  the 
hono.iinhle  member  for  Thomdon  in  reference 
to  tills  question  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 

guite  admitted  the  difficulty  the  Government 
ad  to  contend  with  owing  to  the  insufficiency 
of  money  ;  but  he  thought  this  was  a  question 
which  ought  to  receive  the  attention  of  tlie 
Government  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  FISHEK  said  he  quite  agreed  with  every- 
thing that  had  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  H.mgitikei ;  but  ho  did  not  think 
any  reprcsentiition  by  the  members  for  the  city 
was  likely  to  produce  the  least  effect,  and 
therofore  lie  had  not  said  anything  himself  on 
th«^  subject. 

Mr.  K.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  to  thank 
the  honourable  member  for  Tliorndon  for  con- 
rinning  what  ho  himself  had  stated  when  reply- 
ing to  the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH  was  sure  the  Government  would 
treat  this  matter  as  favourably  as  anything 
else.  He  did  not  think  Wellington  had  any- 
thing to  complain  of  as  far  as  public  works 
wer»;  eoneerntd.  A  very  large  amoimt  had 
been  and  was  being  spent  on  buildings  in  the 
city,  and  a  very  largo  expenditure  of  public 
money  otherwise  was  always  going  on  in  Wel- 
lington. Tilt  re  was  no  doubt  that  a  new 
priiiiiujf  oftice  was  required,  and  that  the 
Gov(  niment  would  take  the  matter  into  con- 
Hid(  ruLiou.  He  would,  while  speaking  on  the 
subject,  urge  the  Government  to  see  that  the 
various  papers  and  returns  promised  to  the 
House  Were  printed  and  sent  out  as  soon  as 
pos.^ihle,  while  the  subjects  to  which  they  re- 
lated were  fresii  in  the  minds  of  honourable 
members.  Tlie  sooner  they  got  the  pailia- 
mentarv  ])rip.rs  and  returns  the  better. 

Mr.  1;KK  rilAM  had  intended  to  urge  on  the 
Government  the  publication  of  the  papers  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance  tliat  they  should  be  distributed  as 
soon  as  pos.sil)le  after  the  conclusion  of  the  ses- 
sion, while  the  matters  dealt  witii  were  fresh  in 
mmd.  The  delay  in  publication  often  prevented 
honourable  members  from  addressing  their  con- 
stituents :  tlie  absence  of  the  papers  was  really 
very  material.  He  hoped  their  publication 
would  be  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
that  the  printing  staff  would  not  be  unduly 
reduced  immediately  after  the  session. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

Mr,  Bi-uce 


OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS- 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  M^inister  of  D*. 
fence,  If  he  will  forthwith  appoint  the  Caa-  ^ 
mission  to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  old  s;^iia»  ] 
for  grants  of  land?  A  number  of  |niAjflt 
who  had  presented  petitions  were  erc^s^diii^ 
anxious  to  know  whether  the  Gov<^cBiBest 
would  appoint  the  Commission  atanearlydsie. 
A  very  large  number  of  petitions  and  claisf 
had  been  sent  in,  he  believed  ;  and  thereias 
it  would  take  any  Commission  a  long  tims  ts 
make  a  full  inquiry  ;  and,  to  enable  the  Ccas- 
mission  to  have  ample  time  to  inqaire  tai 
present  tlieir  report  before  next  session,  hi 
hoped  there  would  be  no  further  dekj  m 
making  the  appointment. 

Mr.  B.\LLANCE  could  only  reiterate  wbafc 
he  had  repeatedly  announced  to  the  Hocse, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  GGvemioe^ 
to  appoint  a  Conmiission  at  an  early  dase  far 
this  purpose. 

TAXING  CHURCH  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  aske^i  the  Governnn-t 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  new  Pr-jpcitr 
Assessment  Act  applied  to  manses  and  ^^ntM- 
ages. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  not  so  intended. 
The  Government  did  not  intend  the  Act  to  aj^y 
to  manses,  parsonages,  or  church  sites,  but  only 
to  other  Church  property. 

CATTLE  KILLED  ON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Minister  for  PaUic 
Works  whether  he  would  again  consider  dss 
claim  of  Mr.  Charles  Lett,  of  Pakuratfihi,  wb# 
at  various  times  had  had  cattle  killed — to  ch^ 
total  value  of  £150 — by  the  railway  which. 
passed  tlirough  his  property.  Mr.  Lett  had  <a 
former  occasions  brought  the  matter  under  tie 
notice  of  the  Government,  without  receiving  in? 
satisfactory  consideration  ;  and,  as  the  dAmafe 
inflicted  upon  him  had  been  made  grtaier 
since  thoso  occasions,  it  was  again  necessAij, 
in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Lett,  to  brin<j  the  mitter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Government.  In  the 
Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  Wellington,  a  few 
days  ago,  an  action  had  been  brought  againss 
the  Wellington-Manawatu  Railway  Compaay 
by  a  Native  for  damages  for  cattle  killed  ca 
the  company's  line,  and  Mr.  Wardell,  th« 
Resident  Magistrate,  had  given  judgmess 
against  the  company.  If  the  honourahle 
gentleman  desired  it,  he  would  furnish  him 
with  the  exact  particulars  of  Mr.  Lett's  claim. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  was  do* 
exactly  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  claim  ia 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred :  bat, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  furnish  him 
with  the  particulars,  which  he  had  said  he  wis 
willing  to  do,  he  would  give  the  matter  his  cce- 
sideration. 

RECESS  HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  moved.  That  the  report  of 
the  Joint  House  Committee,  recommending 
that  the  members  of  both  Houses  residing 
within  ten  miles  of  Wellington  should  form 
the  Joint  House  Committee  dunng  the  leoei^ 
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the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  to  be  Chairman,  be  con- 
firmed by  the  House.  He  \vould  also  a&k  the 
Minister  for  Public  Work§  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  Committee  to  have  another 
boiler  fitted  up  during  the  recess. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

EXPENDITURE  UNDER  CERTAIN  VOTES 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MOSS,  it  was  re- 
solved, That  there  be  laid  before  the  House, 
within  one  month  after  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and 
liabilities  for  the  financial  year  under  the 
following  votes:  Harbour  Defences,  Class  IX., 
Schedule  2 ;  Purchase  of  Native  Lands,  Class 
VI.,  Schedule  2,  and  Class  III.,  Schedule  3 ; 
Thermal  Springs,  Class  XII.,  Schedule  2 :  the 
statement  to  show  the  several  amounts  paid  or 
due,  the  persons  to  whom  paid  or  due,  and  the 
services  rendered  respectively. 

LAND  GRANTS  TO  RELIEVE  POVERTY. 
Mr.  MACANDREW,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said,— Sir,  it  is  likely 
that  ** Black  Rod"  may  make  his  appearance 
while  you  are  putting  this  question,  so  that  I 
do  not  think  it  is  worth  while  introducing  it. 
I  must  eay  that  I  regret  very  much  having 
been  unable  to  submit  these  proposals  before 
the  last  dying  minute  of  the  session ;  but  you 
are  aware.  Sir,  that  this  has  not  been  through 
my  fault.  These  proposals  have  been  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  a  great  many  weeks  past,  and 
it  only  shows  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which 
the  business  of  this  House  must  needs  be  con- 
ducted when  a  private  member  has  little  or  no 
ehance  of  bringing  any  question  to  an  issue, 
however  important  its  bearing  may  be  on  the 
public  interests.  I  may  say  I  have  no  desire 
-whatever,  in  submitting  these  resolutions,  to 
reflect  upon  either  the  present  or  any  other 
Government ;  nor  have  I  any  desire  to  reflect 
on  either  side  of  the  House ;  but  I  certainly  did 
and  do  reflect  upon  the  general  political  inca- 
pacity, of  which  I  myself  must  bear  a  fair  share, 
which  has  allowed  this  colony  to  drift  into  the 
xness  into  which  it  has  got — its  most  unsatis- 
factory condition  as  regards  the  unemployed 
and  pauperism.  My  belief  is  that  we  should 
have  done  well,  if  necessary,  to  have  spent  a 
whole  session  in  order  to  solve  this  very  serious 
question.  It  would  have  been  time  well  spent, 
and  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  circumstances 
have  prevented  the  question  being  brought  up. 
We  are  told  that  these  resolutions  offer  a  fit 
subject  for  a  debating  club.  I  say  the  question 
is  one  for  this  House — one  for  the  country :  it 
is  the  question  of  questions.  And,  while  we 
have  been  here  now  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
weeks,  what,  I  ask,  is  the  value  of  the  work 
done  as  compared  with  the  settling  on  the  land 
of  the  whole  of  the  unemployed  in  this  colony, 
making  them  their  own  landlords — each  one 
sitting  under  his  own  vine  and  under  his  own 
fig-tree  ?  I  say  there  is  no  comparison  between 
the  results  that  might  have  accrued  from  our 
labours  in  that  direction  and  those  that  have 
resulted  as  it  is.  I  might  ask,  of  what  value 
has  been  all  our  work  here  this  session  as  com- 
pared with  nipping  in  the  bud  that  sapling  of 

VOJi.  LVL-6(f. 


pauperism  which  has  taken  far  too  deep  a  roo^  ; 
in  the  land,  or,  rather,  I  might  say,  as  com- 
pared with  cutting  down  that  sturdy  tree  of 
pauperism  which  is  assuming  such  gigantic 
proportions,  and  which,  by  our  legislation,  we 
are  nourishing  and  cherishing  ?  I  take  it  that 
this  pauperism  will  be  the  curse  of  the  country, 
if  not  checked — a  far  greater  curse  than  all 
your  rabbit  pest,  and  the  low  price  of  produce, 
and  all  the  rest  of  it  put  together.  Depend 
upon  it  it  has  been  a  grave  blunder  to  place 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  charitable  aid  upon 
the  consolidated  revenue :  it  is  utterly  subver- 
sive of  that  self-reliance  that  can  alone  mitigate 
the  pauper  evil.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
"  the  granting  of  an  adequate  area  of  land,  on 
the  sole  condition  of  beneficial  occupation,  to 
every  man  who  is  able  and  willing  to  work, 
would  to  a  large  extent  reduce  the  number  of 
unemployed."  Speaking  of  that  district  with 
which  I  am  best  acquainted,  I  am  satisfied 
that  if  the  homestead  regulations  had  been 
earnestly  put  in  force  twelve  months  ago  we 
should  not  have  had  half  the  number  of  un- 
employed there  that  we  have  now.  During  the 
past  few  months  I  have  had  any  amount 
of  correspondence  on  the  subject :  even  now  I 
have  got  the  names  of  some  forty  or  fifty 
heads  of  families  who  are  compelled  to  en- 
rol themselves  amongst  the  unemployecl,  not 
one  of  whom  would  have  been  on  that  list 
if  he  had  had  a  bit  of  lajid  of  his  own. 
Honourable  members  who  have  read  a  work 
that  has  lately  come  out  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyll  and  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
"  Three  Acres  and  a  Cow,"  will  see  that  it  is  very 
remarkable  what  has  been  done  and  what  is 
now  being  done  in  the  Old  Country  under  that 
system,  even  where  there  is  a  rent  to  pay. 
How  much  more,  then,  could  be  done  in  New 
Zealand,  where  there  need  be  no  rent  to  pay, 
and  where  the  area  need  not  be  confined  to 
three  times  three  acres  I  There  is  another 
reason  why  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  give  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing this  question,  and  that  is  that  I  think 
the  result  would  have  been  that  they  would 
have  been  authorized  to  appoint  a  separate 
Minister  of  Lands  for  each  Island.  You  re- 
quire a  separate  Minister  of  Lands  for  each 
Island  ;  and  in  saying  this  I  am  not  reflecting 
in  any  way  on  my  honourable  friend  the 
present  Minister  of  Lands,  who,  I  believe,  has 
worked  like  a  galley-slave.  He  has  a  great 
deal  too  much  to  do,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  him  or  for  any  other  man,  I  do  not  care  who 
he  is,  to  administer  the  lands  from  one  end  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  other  satisfactorily — at  all 
events  as  I  should  like  to  see  them  adminis- 
tered, and  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I 
think  there  has  been  a  fine  opportunity  missed 
of  having  the  whole  subject  discussed,  with  the 
probable  result  which  I  desire  to  accomplish. 
I  feel  that  the  salvation  of  New  Zealand  de- 
pends now,  as  regards  the  bond  fide  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  very  much  upon  tho 
administration  such  as  I  have  indicated — 
namely,  a  Minister  of  Lands  for  each  Island, 
who  should  have  nothing  else  to  attend  to. 
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There  would  be  healthy  emulation  between 
them,  winch  could  not  fail  to  promote  settle- 
jneiit.  When  speaking  tho  other  day  I  likened 
Uie  land  to  tho  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  What  I 
mean  I  by  that  was,  that  I  bhould  like  to  see  the 
Minister  of  Lands  in  tho  position  of  a  certain 
king  in  the  parable,  who  made  a  great  feast 
oiul  Fint  his  servants  forth  into  tho  highways 
and  bjways  to  compel  the  people  to  come  in. 
I  feel  extreme  rigret  that  the  House  has  not 
been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  discussing  so 
important  a  question  as  this ;  and,  as  1  am  sure 
honourable  members  would  not  like  to  have 
tho  debate  interrupted  by  tho  prorogation,  I 
will  at  once  content  myself  vfcith  simply  moving 
the  resolutions  of  which  I  have  given  notice, 
although,  had  there  been  a  few  minutes  to  spare, 
I  should  have  endeavoured  to  elucidate  their 
prartiral  working. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, — 

**  (1.)  That  m  this  colony,  replete  as  it  is  with 
every  element  of  comfort  and  wealth,  the  exist- 
ence of  so  much  idle  capital  in  the  foim  of  un- 
employed labour,  and  the  heavy  burdens  that 
are  being  imposed  towards  providing  for  charit- 
able aid,  are  anomalies  which  do  not  reflect 
credit  upon  the  Legislature,  and  which  demand 
the  mot-t  earnest  consideration  of  this  House. 

**  (2.)  That  the  granting  of  an  adequate  area 
of  land,  on  the  solo  .condition  of  beneficial 
occupation,  to  every  man  who  is  able  and 
willing  to  work  >\ould  to  a  large  extent  reduce 
tho  number  of  the  unemployed. 

'*  (3.)  That  tho  placing  of  suitable  blocks  of 
land  at  tho  dispersal  of  Municipal  Councils, 
County  Councils,  or  District  Koad  Boards,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  be  by  them  assigned,  in 
small  allotments,  to  tho  able-bodied  poor,  and 
the  devolving  uj  on  such  local  governing  bodies 
tho  entire  cost  and  responsibility  of  providing 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  their  respective 
boundaries,  would  greatly  tend  to  diminish 
and  ultimately  all  but  extirpate  pauperit-m. 

**  (4.)  That,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  in 
question,  more  depends  upon  executive  tliEin 
upon  legislative  action  ;  and,  in  so  far  as  exe- 
cutive action  in  tho  direction  indicated  may 
be  deemed  to  bo  fettered  by  tho  existing  land- 
laws,  this  House  will  readily  agree  to  such 
amendment  of  tho  law  as  may  be  considered 
necessary. 

*'  (5.)  That  a  readjustment  of  portfolios,  by 
which  the  time  and  attention  of  a  separate 
Minister  of  the  Crown  might  be  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  land  administration  in  each 
Island,  would  be  highly  calculated  to  render 
the  administration  more  effective  than  it  can 
possibly  be  under  the  existing  system,  and 
would  conduce  to  ease  of!  those  hindrances 
that  practically  stand  so  much  in  tho  way  of 
people  settling  on  the  land. 

*'  (6.)  That  tho  Government  be  requested  to 
take  tho  foregoing  resolutions  into  its  serious 
consideration  before  the  session  closes,  so  as, 
if  need  be,  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  any  action  in  the  matter  that  may  be 
deemed  requisite." — (Mr.  Macandrew,) 


Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  do  not  think  it  woaUll 
proper  to  allow  an  important  resolntioB  di 
kind  to  pass  without  saying  a  word  or  tvsa 
it.  I  entirely  demur  to  the  statement  of  ^ 
honourable  gentleman  that  this  colony  iid 
ceptionally  situated  in  the  number  of  its  a 
employed.  I  also  take  exception  to  his  saa 
ment  that  the  number  of  unemployed  is  5«r 
Zealand  is  greater  now  than  it  wasyeAXS«|L 
I  can  remember  when,  in  1865,  the  nizs^ 
of  unemployed  in  Dunedin  was  so  stc^ 
that  the  authorities  were  obliged  to  bi 
some  fifty  or  a  hundred  armed  policeneiai 
keep  order  in  the  streets,  because  of  iht  ^ 
mands  which  the  unemployed  were  endea^o^ 
ing  to  enforce.  This  question  of  unemiM 
will  arise  periodically.  You  cannot  get  opti 
and  labour  to  adjust  themselves  witboittj; 
and  even  if  tliere  be  more  people  settled  (St&l 
land  there  will  still  be  unemployed.  V!i$ 
even  in  those  countries  where  the  whole  of  dif 
land  is  taken  np  you  have  unem]doyed,  ai 
under  our  present  social  conditions  it  it  i» 
possible  to  prevent  it.  W^hat  does  "the par' 
mean?  It  means  those  who  are  imsbit  li 
maintain  themselves  in  the  necessacca  oi  lib; 
and  there  ^^ill  always  be  some  people  is  tbf 
position.  No  settlement  of  the  lasd,  lo  » 
courngement  to  local  industries,  will  rtsf 
pauperism.  The  honourable  gentlemo  mn, 
'*  (2.)  That  the  granting  of  an  adequate amrf 
land,  on  the  sole  conaition  of  beneficisl ooci> 
pation,  to  every  man  who  is  able  aodwilliaf 
to  work  would  to  a  large  extent  icdsM^ 
number  of  the  unemployed."  That  if  pn* 
cally  whatwe  are  doing  now,  and  I  believe lOt 
year  will  show  a  larger  number  of  people «*• 
tied  on  the  land  than  has  e ver  been  setUe^a' 
in  anyone  year  before  in  New  Zealand, notw^ 
standing  all  the  difiiculties  we  have  laitB 
contend  with.  And  how  has  that  bees  Mil 
By  a  system  of  encouraging  small  seiUen. 

PROROGATION. 

A  message  was  brought  by  A.  T.  BoTBiiiVi 
Esq.,  Acting-Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Cooueii. 
to  the  following  effect:  "The  ComimsiicB* 
appointed  by  His  Excellency  the  Gownff* 
do  all  things  in  his  name  in  order  to  A* 
proroguing  of  this  Parliament,  reqn^  ^ 
attendance  in  the  Legislative  Council  CkiB* 
ber  of  the  members  of  this  honoDzablc  H''^ 
to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  flw*^ 
went  to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber  »w 
a  Commission  was  read  for  the  prorogaioj  ^ 
Parliament. 

The  Hon.  the  ACTING-SPEAKEB  of  *• 
Legislative  Council,  one  of  the  Commission** 
said,— By  virtue  of  His  Excellency's  Co'DB*' 
sion,  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  to  uedir^ 
and  read,  we  do,  in  His  Excellency's  naineiw'* 
obedience  to  his  command,  prozogae  the  60* 
eral  Assembly  to  Thursday,  the  16th  day  <■ 
December  next ;  and  the  Qenezal  AMeB«J^ 
prorogued  accordingly  to  Thozaday,  tbe  IM 
day  of  December  next. 
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